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BY ALEX ROBINSON

State Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck) has al-
ready started work on hazing 
legislation following a fraternity 
incident that led to the death of 
Baruch College freshman Chun 
“Michael” Deng from Oakland 
Gardens in Queens.

“The best way to honor the 
memory of Michael and other vic-
tims of hazing is to ensure that no 
college student is put in a situa-
tion in which their own safety is 
jeopardized. We must do all we 
can to prevent future senseless 
violence,” Weprin said in a state-
ment. “That’s why, I’m introduc-
ing legislation to crack down on 
hazing and to prevent tragedies 
like this from reoccurring in 
schools throughout the state.”

Baruch freshman 
from Oakland Gds.
injured during riteBY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens drivers can always 
count on a free ride to Manhat-
tan over the Ed Koch-Queensboro  
Bridge if state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has his way.

Following a push to toll the 
city-run East River bridges and 
funnel the revenue into mass 
transit and roadway improve-
ments, Avella gathered state 
Assemblyman David Weprin (D-
Little Neck) and Vincent Petraro, 
associate secretary of the Queens 

Continued on Page 53

Avella wants 
city bridges

to be toll free 

Frat pledge dies in hazing: DA

Continued on Page 54
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MEETIN’ THE CAPTAIN

Deputy Inspector Brian Maguire, the commanding officer for the 109th Precinct, is joined by youngsters 
from the Chang family during a holiday party at PS 20 in Flushing. See more photos on Page 10. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Visitor’s center approved 
for John Bowne House
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Rockette 
steps high

Boro economy rebounds 
from recession doldrums
Page 4
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By Sarina Trangle

A watch manufactur-
ing company that must 
vacate its Long Island City 
headquarters has secured 
$13 million in subsidies to 
remain in the city by relo-
cating to the former Levi-
ton site in Little Neck.

E. Gluck Corp. applied 
for benefits through the 
city Industrial Develop-
ment Agency after learning 
it had to leave the space it 
leases from City University 
of New York, at 29-10 Thom-
son Ave., by May.

The company sought 
to sign a lease for 60-15 Lit-
tle Neck Parkway, where 
Leviton Manufacturing Co. 
produced electrical wiring 
equipment for 35 years, but 
did not have the budget to 
finance the facility expan-
sion and buy the new equip-
ment it would require to 
function there.

The IDA, an agency 
that focuses on economic 
development and job reten-
tion, has since agreed to 
provide more than $13 mil-
lion in property and sales 

tax abatement for 25 years 
to offset some of the $11.78 
million the property owner, 
Steel Tribune LLC, plans to 
spend on construction.

Empire State Devel-
opment has signed off on 
up to $2.5 million in job 
tax credits and a $500,000 
grant, which E. Gluck will 
put toward financing $9.73 
million of new equipment.

The IDA estimated 
the city would reap $63.4 
million from E. Gluck over 
25 years, receiving about 
$187,529 in tax revenue from 
each of the approximately  
390 full-time employees ex-
pected to work at E. Gluck’s 
new location.

The watch company 
did not return several re-
quests for comment.

Community Board 11 
and state Assemblyman 
Edward Braunstein (D-
Bayside) indicated they 
thought E. Gluck would be 
a good fit for the neighbor-
hood.

The company is not re-
quired to discuss its plans 
with the community board 

By alex roBinSon

Trees that populated 
the historic Klein Farm in 
Fresh Meadows were re-
cently cut down, causing 
outrage among residents 
and elected officials.

What had been the 
last family-owned work-
ing farm in Queens before 
it was sold to the son of a 
notorious developer sits in 
the Fresh Meadows Special 
Planned Community Pres-
ervation District, meaning 
any changes to the prop-
erty have to be approved by 
the City Planning Commis-
sion.

“There are only two 
trees left,” said Community 
Board 8 member Tammy 
Osherov, who came run-
ning from her house when 
she heard the trees were 
being cut down. “We man-
aged to stop them for just a 
few moments.”

Osherov said she first 
noticed changes being made 
to the property, at 194-15 73 
Ave., at the end of October 
and that the property’s con-
tractors have been doing 
gradual work each week.

The city Department of 
Buildings issued the prop-
erty’s owner a stop-work 
order last week when resi-
dents made complaints that 
multiple trees had been cut 
down and the driveway had 
been expanded without a 
permit. 

Buildings issued a 
violation to Audrey Realty 
Wednesday “for the sig-
nificant modification of an 
existing landscape at this 

location in violation of the 
zoning resolution,” a DOB 
spokeswoman said.

Before the violation 
was issued, a DOB spokes-
woman said violations had 
not been issued yet as the 
agency was working with 
the Planning Commission 
to investigate the matter.

Some CB 8 members, 
however, claimed the agen-
cies were squabbling over 
semantics in the property’s 
zoning resolution, which 
says “no substantial modi-
fications of existing to-
pography or landscaping, 
including plantings,” can 
be made without a special 
permit.

Florence Fisher, a CB 
8 member and president of 
the Mid Queens Commu-
nity Council, said the argu-
ment is over whether the 

tree removal qualifies as 
“substantial.”

“They need to make an 
amendment to the [zoning] 
law and add a definition of 
substantial. They need to 
be a little bit more clear as 
to what they mean by sub-
stantial,” she said.

Joe Klein sold the farm 
to Audrey Realty, owned by 
Henry Huang, son of con-
victed felon Thomas Huang, 
in 2003 for $4.3 million. The 
senior Huang was found 
guilty of damaging the 
landmarked RKO Theater 
in Flushing in 1999. The 
developer pleaded guilty to 
spilling hundreds of gal-
lons of oil in the theater’s 
basement and for ignoring 
asbestos contamination in 
the building. He was sen-
tenced to five years proba-
tion and ordered to pay a 

$5,000 fine.
Henry Huang was not 

available for comment.
Audrey Realty unsuc-

cessfully attempted to de-
velop the property into  22 
two-family homes.

Preschool of America, 
which offers daycare for 
children, currently occu-
pies the old farm building, 
at 194-15 73rd Ave.

City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) has said in the 
past that as long as he is in 
the Council, unsanctioned 
alterations to the property 
will not be tolerated.

“I’m of the mind they 
did this illegally. We don’t 
know exactly why they did 
this, but we’re working 
with DOB to make sure 
they get punished for this 
illegal act,” Weprin said.

A watch manufacturer required to leave its Long Island City head-
quarters plans to move to the former Leviton plant in Little Neck.

Residents say contractors recently removed trees from the historic Klein Farm and expanded the 
driveway without permits. Photo by Christina Santucci

LIC watch biz heads 
for old Leviton site

Klein farm’s trees felled
City cites Huang’s son for violating zoning on Fresh Meadows land

Continued on Page 58
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
The city Parks Depart-

ment has declared MacNeil 
Park, which was ravaged 
by Superstorm Sandy, due 
for a $2.4 million face-lift.

Parks officials un-
veiled a plan to the Com-
munity Board 7 Parks Com-
mittee last week to restore 
the College Point park’s 
waterfront paths, which 
have been closed since the 
October 2012 storm.

The plan will recon-
struct portions of the es-
planade and build a fishing 
area. The erosion of the 
park’s seawall and paths 
occurred over years, but 
was exacerbated by the 
hurricane.

The Parks Depart-
ment will also build gran-
ite steps down to the water 
and restore the park’s tree 
canopy.

At a previous commit-
tee meeting, Parks officials 

told board members they 
were considering abandon-
ing a portion of the espla-
nade. The section would 
have been filled in and 
closed off to public access 
permanently.

But the Parks Depart-
ment decided against clos-
ing off any part of the path 
before it finalized its pro-
posal.

Some board members 
and residents were pleas-
antly surprised by the an-
nouncement because they 
had been worried the park’s 
path would be structur-
ally altered and closed off, 
which had been mentioned 
as a possibility.

“We did not want the 
historic circulation to be 
disrupted and changed in 
any way. We just wanted 
them to restore the walk-
ing areas, a new fishing 
space, more greenspace and 
trees,” said James Cervino, 
a CB 7 member and presi-

dent of the Coastal Preser-
vation Network, a College 
Point nonprofit that advo-
cates for the restoration of 
the waterfront.

The restoration will 
not be able to reconstruct 

the entire closed path due 
to budgetary constraints, 
but Parks officials prom-
ised that no section of the 
walkway would be closed 
permanently.

Cervino, a lifelong 

resident of College Point 
and scientist, said he was 
pleased with the final plan, 
but he had been concerned 
as the Parks Department 
did not provide any litera-
ture to board members on 

the final plan before they 
were scheduled to meet.

“We commend the en-
vironmental plans. The 
most pleasing environmen-
tal plans came out of that 
meeting and we are very 
happy with it,” Cervino 
said. “Even though a por-
tion will not be fixed, it will 
be temporarily closed off. 
They will not be structur-
ally changing the original 
historic footprint.”

The committee unani-
mously approved the plan, 
but under the condition 
that no section of the park’s 
path be closed off or filled 
in permanently.

The state Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation still needs to ap-
prove the plan, but Parks 
officials said they antici-
pate construction on the 
park, which sits northwest 
of Poppenhusen Avenue, 
will start by summer 2015 
and last a year.

MacNeil Park’s path system waits to be restored. The park’s waterfront paths were closed after 
Superstorm Sandy severely damaged them. Photo by Alex Robinson

City announces restoration for MacNeil Park esplanade
College Point’s waterfront paths have been closed off since Sandy tore through greenspace in 2012 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Assemblyman 
Edward Braunstein (D-Bay-
side) has been highlighting 
Columbia University’s al-
leged mishandling of rape 
complaints to promote a 
bill he drafted that would 
require universities to re-
fer such crimes to police 
within 24 hours.

Columbia has been 
making headlines since 
students contended the uni-
versity failed to discipline 
a student athlete who raped 
two pupils and groped 
another due to lack of evi-
dence. The college did not 
encourage the victims to go 
to the police, according to 
the New York Post.

“My staff and I have 
known this has been a prob-
lem for years — colleges 
and universities trying to 
handle crimes that happen 
by themselves rather than 
reporting it to authorities,” 
Braunstein said. “We have 
a bill out there that would 
bring some pressure to uni-
versities to be forthcoming 
about crime on campus.”

Braunstein intro-
duced legislation in 2011 
that would compel all col-
lege and universities that 
receive state aid to notify 
law enforcement agencies 
when they received reports 
of violent felonies or miss-
ing people within 24 hours.  
It passed the Senate but has 
not gone before the Assem-
bly. Now, Braunstein said 
he has revised the bill and 
plans to promote it this ses-
sion.

The assemblyman said 
the measure was inspired 
by high-profile incidents, 
such as former Penn State 
Coach Joe Paterno, who 
was dismissed after the 
university found he failed 
to act on reports that Jerry 
Sandusky was raping young 
boys. He said constituent 
feedback or incidents in his 
district did not compel the 
move. 

Statistically speaking, 
few college campuses are 
free of sexual crimes. One 
in five women in under-

graduate programs and one 
in 16 males are the target 
of an attempted sexual as-
sault or the victims of such 
crimes, according to the 
U.S. Justice Department.

St. John’s University 
reported one forcible sex 
offense on campus in 2010, 
five in 2011 and three in 
2012, according to the U.S. 
Department of Education’s 
Office of Postsecondary Ed-
ucation, which chronicles 
campus crime data using 
statistics from school secu-
rity departments. The col-
lege indicated one forcible 
sex offense occurred on 
public property in 2012.

At Queensborough 
Community College, secu-
rity received two reports 
of forcible sex offenses by 
someone on campus  in 2010 
and one in 2011.

The Office of Post-
secondary Education data 
shows one forcible sex of-
fense occurred on LaGuar-
dia Community College’s 
campus in 2010, one non-
forcible sex crime hap-
pened at Queens College in 
2010 and two forcible sexual 
incidents were reported on 
public property in 2011 and 
one in 2012 at York College.

St. John’s and the City 
University of New York did 
not respond to requests for 
comment about security 
policies on Queens cam-
puses.

The NYPD declined to 

BY BILL PARRY

State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli present-
ed a new study that shows 
Queens has weathered the 
recession and is now a mod-
el of recovery that the rest 
of the state can learn from.

DiNapoli presented 
his findings, titled “An Eco-
nomic Snapshot of Queens” 
to a standing room-only 
crowd at Silvercup Studios 
in Long Island City Friday.

“Queens is a New York 
success story,” DiNapoli 
said. “The infrastructure 
in the borough allowed for 
such a strong comeback 
from the recession, from 
the airports to the cultural 
and entertainment indus-
try here.”

TV star Michael J. Fox 
stopped in for a few words 
during a break in the shoot-
ing of “The Michael J. Fox 
Show” in a studio across 
the hall.

“I want to voice what-
ever support I can to con-
tinue nurturing film and 
television production in 
New York. It’s a big part of 
the city,” he said.

“How great is that?” 
DiNapoli asked. “If that 
isn’t an endorsement for the 
film and tax credit, I don’t 
know what else will.”

The study showed 
that Queens gained more 
than 30,000 jobs during the 
recovery, 2 1/2 times the 
number of jobs lost in the 
recession. The number of 
business establishments 

in the borough reached 
44,070 in 2011, an increase 
of 12 percent since 2003. 
The study also found that 
the unemployment rate in 
Queens has been consis-
tently lower than the city-
wide average over the last 
two decades.

Incoming Borough 
President Melinda Katz, 
one of many elected offi-

cials attending, said “you 
should never have to go 
over a bridge or go through 
a tunnel to have a job.”

The rise in anger in 
many Queens neighbor-
hoods toward the level 
of noise emanating from 
LaGuardia and John F. 
Kennedy International air-
ports may be placated by 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission approved a $2.8 mil-
lion plan to build a visitor’s center 
for Flushing’s historic John Bowne 
House in late November.

The 12,050-square-foot visitor’s 
center will be on the southeast cor-
ner of the property and will face the 
17th-century house, which was built 
by Bowne, a pioneer in religious free-
dom whose principles contributed to 
the Bill of Rights.

The new facility will contain of-
fice space, a gallery that will double 
as a community meeting space and 
badly needed restrooms.

“Getting those things out of the 
17th-century house will give us more 
room in the house for tours,” said 
Rosemary Vietor, vice president of 
The Bowne House Historical Society.

“The current rest room probably 
dates from the turn of the 19th centu-
ry and the plumbing is extremely frag-
ile. It is certainly not handicapped ac-
cessible. The water in the sink hasn’t 
worked for years. It’s one step up from 
an outhouse,” she said.

The city Parks Department has 
led a restoration of the exterior of the 
house, at 37-01 Bowne St.,  that started 
in the spring. Contractors recently 

uncovered a number of artifacts and 
historical details in the restoration 
work.

When some deteriorated portions 
of the house’s timber frame were re-
placed in late November, contractors 
found a heavy mud-like material that 
was used to insulate the house in the 
1690s.

“It’s almost like concrete and it 
has animal hair in it. That’s interest-
ing to see what they used for insula-
tion in the 17th century,” Vietor said.

The historical society plans to 
send the animal hair away to a lab  to 
have it identified.

Contractors also found the 
house’s original color after scraping 
off several centuries of paint jobs .

“It was interesting going through 
the various layers of paint to see what 
had happened over time,” Vietor said.

Flushing’s Bowne House is set to build a 
new visitor’s center, which will include of-
fice space, restrooms and a gallery. 

Photo courtesy Parks Department

State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli presents his “Economic Snapshot of Queens” at Silvercup Studios. 
Photo by Bill Parry

State Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein promotes legis-
lation to get police involved 
with violent felonies on college 
campuses.

City OKs Bowne House center plan

Queens economy on a roll
DiNapoli says state can learn a lot from the borough’s recovery

Braunstein pushes 
bill on campus rape

Continued on Page 58
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U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 

(D-Jackson Heights) joined 
the nationwide “Fast for 
Families” last week in sup-
port of immigration reform 
that would provide undocu-
mented immigrants with a 
path to citizenship.

Crowley took a turn 
fasting for a day in support 
of a group of advocates who 
fasted in front of the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington to 
bring attention to the fact 
that an immigration re-
form bill, passed by the U.S. 
Senate in May had never 
been brought before Con-
gress for a vote.

“For 30 days brave ad-
vocates and faith leaders 
have fasted to demonstrate 
their commitment to fixing 
our nation’s broken immi-
gration system. These advo-
cates have spoken with their 
voices and their hearts, and 
now they are speaking with 
every fiber of their body,” 

Crowley said. “I’m proud to 
stand in solidarity with the 
fasters and I hope that their 
actions, and the outpouring 
of support they are receiv-
ing, will make my Republi-
can colleagues realize that 
the call for immigration re-
form isn’t going away.”

Crowley went without 
food for 24 hours and took 
over from U.S. Rep. Zoe Lof-
gren (D-Calif.) Thursday in 
a  line of 33 fasting Congress 
members.

Determined activists 
held ceremonies last week 
in Washington as Congress 
was coming to a close for 
the year.

“We made it very clear 
the ‘Fast for Families’ is 
not over until we manage 
to achieve immigration re-
form,” said S.J. Jung, presi-
dent of the Flushing-based 
MinkWon Center for Com-
munity Action. “As soon as 
Congress reopens, we’ll re-
launch our campaign.”

Jung, who participated 

in the fast for eight days be-
fore being forced to end his 
strike by doctors, returned 
to Washington last week 

to attend the ceremonies. 
He was accompanied by 
busloads of fellow activists 
that included five members 

of the MinKwon Center, a 
nonprofit in Flushing that 
advocates for immigrant’s 
rights. Jung said a number 

of congressional members, 
including House Minor-
ity Leader Nancy Pelosi 
(D-Calif.), attended the cer-
emonies.

Jung and other activ-
ists also visited the office of 
House Speaker John Boeh-
ner (R-Ohio) to express 
their displeasure that im-
migration reform was nev-
er brought before the House 
for a vote.

“We believe immigra-
tion reform is key to our 
nation’s prosperity,” Jung 
said. “It isn’t just about im-
migrants rights.”

In October, Crowley, 
along with 200 immigra-
tion reform advocates, was 
arrested by U.S. Capitol 
Police in an act of civil dis-
obedience calling on Con-
gress to pass immigration 
reform. Crowley, who was 
attending a rally, refused 
to move off a street near the 
Capitol after being warned 
three times by police.

BY SARINA TRANGLE
 

Commuters in north-
east Queens are worried 
that bus depot changes 
could usher in a new year 
full of delayed express bus-
es.

Ali Fadil, a transpor-
tation activist from Whites-
tone, said the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s 
plans to base some QM2 and 
QM20 buses out of the East-
chester depot in the Bronx 
rather than the College 
Point garage would cause 
headaches for Queens com-
muters and drive up operat-
ing costs for taxpayers.

The QM2 and the 
QM20 buses run from Bay 
Terrace to midtown Man-
hattan.

 As part of the transi-
tion, the MTA also intends 
to move some Bx9 buses 
across the East River and 
assign them to the College 
Point depot, at 128-15 28th 
Ave

“What happens when 
the traffic is backed up on 
the New England Thruway 
or there’s an accident on the 
Throgs Neck?” Fadil said. 
“This is going to harm the 
service reliability.”

Beginning Jan. 6, the 
MTA will put six buses that 
currently sit empty in the 
Eastchester depot every 
morning on the QM2 and 
QM20 routes. Conversely, 
the agency will move six 
buses that remain parked 
in the College Point depot 
every afternoon onto the 

Bx9 route, according to 
Kevin Ortiz, an MTA press 
representative.

“These changes will 
be completely invisible to 
the customer and will not 
impact their commutes in 
any way and will provide 
us with the opportunity to 
best maximize the use of 
our fleet,” Ortiz wrote in 
an e-mail.

He noted that the same 
number of buses would 
serve the approximately 
1,159 people who ride the 
QM20 on weekdays and 
1,960 who take the QM2.

Fadil said QM2 and 
QM20 drivers indicated 
they would be given an 
additional 30 minutes to 
get from the depot to Bay 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Laborers working on 
post-Superstorm Sandy 
reconstruction now have 
someone looking out for 
their health.

The Center for the Bi-
ology of Natural Systems at 
Queens College announced 
it was issued a federal 
grant of $547,000 to con-
duct research on improv-
ing working conditions for 
post-disaster reconstruc-
tion efforts.

“Given what we all 
learned from the illness of 
workers engaged in cleanup 
of Ground Zero, it is criti-
cal to prevent post-disaster 
workers from becoming 
ill when we are uncertain 
about the hazards,” said Dr. 

Steven Markowitz, director 
of the CBNS.

The program works di-
rectly with construction la-
borers to identify hazards 

that exist and find ways 
to address them. The pro-
gram’s coordinators have 
collaborated with Make the 

Day laborers receive training to do Superstorm Sandy cleanup 
work safely at the Center for the Biology of Natural Systems at 
Queens College. Photo courtesy Jonah Markowitz

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (l.) receives a ribbon, which symbolizes those fasting, from his colleague, Rep. 
Zoe Lofgren. Photo courtesy Crowley

Queens College program 
helps post-Sandy workers

Commuters fear depot changes 
will delay QM2, QM20 buses

Crowley fasts for immigration reform
33 members of Congress take turns abstaining from food for full day in front of U.S. Capitol

Continued on Page 58 Continued on Page 58
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The founder of the Queens 
County Market decided to appeal 
to people’s taste buds to support 
typhoon relief in the Philippines 
Sunday.

The pop-up market held its 
first fund-raising pie bake-off 
at the Singlecut Beersmiths in 
Astoria during its monthly ar-
tisan fair, and all of the $700 in 
proceeds from the four-hour sale 
of sweet and savory treats were 
slated to go to Oxfam America, an 
international relief organization.

For a $12 tasting fee, visi-
tors could sample any of the more 
than 20 pies from businesses and 
home bakers alike before filling 
out scorecards for their favorites.

“I was born in the Philip-
pines, so it’s definitely a cause 
close to my heart,” said market 
founder Katrina Schultz-Richter, 
who added that she focused on 
baked goods because of a fond-
ness for them in the Philippines.

“Filipinos love pies,” she 
said.

Options included Rest-au-
Rant’s bourbon spiced apple 
bacon pie, Queens Kickshaw’s 
zucchini/squash creation with 
seaweed crust and scallion cream 
and a chocolate caramel pecan 
treat by baker Andreas Incontro. 
Astoria bakery Sweets First and 

Edible Queens also pitched in 
pies for the event.

Tecumseh Ceasar, an intern 
with Queens County Market, was 
not sure if the cranberry spiced 
rum eggnog pie by Rudy Martinez 
would win, but it scored the best 
for him.

“It blew my mind,” he said.
And other tasters agreed. 

The eggnog treat took home the 
award for best sweet pie, and 
Martinez was voted best local 
baker. The zucchini/squash dish 
won top honors in the savory cate-
gory, and Rest-au-Rant in Astoria 
earned the prize of best business 
in the competition.

Winners were presented with 
gift baskets stuffed with items 
like tea and kimchee from the 
Queens County Market shops.

Schultz-Richter set up the 
pop-up market in April 2012 and, 

depending on the location, any-
where from 10 to 20 sellers will 
participate.

Each vendor has its own spe-
ciality.

“You won’t see two cookie 
people or two salsa people,” she 
said.

Although many of the shops 
are based in Queens, the market 
also accepts vendors from other 
boroughs like a Harlem company 
with Jamaican goods and a Chai 
tea seller from Brooklyn.

Queens County Market has 
set up several times at Singlecut 
Beersmiths and has held the fair 
at locations throughout western 
Queens, including Sac’s Place res-
taurant in Astoria and Sunnyside 
Community Services.

“We kind of like the funki-
ness that the pop-up brings,” 
Schultz-Richter said.

Reach managing editor 
Christina Santucci by e-mail at 
timesledgerphotos@gmail.com 
by phone at 718-260-4589.

Queens County Market founder Katrina Schultz-Richter dishes out pies. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Astoria plays host to Philippine typhoon fund-raiser
Queens County Market raises $700 in pie bake-off for relief with eggnog, squash treats winning awards
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A cranberry spiced rum eggnog pie 
by Rudy Martinez won best sweet 
dessert. Photo by Christina Santucci
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City Councilman-elect 
Paul Vallone has signed a 
lease to operate his district 
office out of Suite 507 in Bell 
Plaza at 42-40 Bell Blvd.

Vallone said the loca-
tion appealed to him be-
cause it was centrally locat-
ed and would be convenient 
for a large cross-section of 
his constituents.

“That will be our home 
for the next four or hope-
fully eight years,” Vallone 
said.

Workers are just laying 
down the rugs and Vallone 
said he hopes his staff will 
be able to begin moving in 
around Christmas Eve.

Vallone said he has not 

met with outgoing District 
19 Councilman Daniel Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone), who 
has been lying low since 
being indicted on federal 
charges that he solicited 
bribes to help install state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-
Hollis) on the Republican 
line during the mayoral 
election.

But Vallone said he 
and his team have been 
discussing the district with 
Halloran’s staff.

“His staff has been 
great,” Vallone said. 

Vallone has appointed 
Jonathan Szott his chief 
of staff. Szott has worked 
for Vallone’s term-limited 

brother, Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria.)

Vito Tautonico has 
accepted a job as director 
of constituents services. 
He will collaborate with 
Michael Yon, currently a 
staffer for state Assembly-
man Ron Kim (D-Flush-
ing), Breeana Mulligan, 
Ahmed Nazar and Warren 
Schreiber, president of the 
Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance and co-president 
of the Co-op and Condo 
Council.

Vallone said Lionel 
Morales has signed on as 
communications director.

—Sarina Trangle

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Three New York law-
makers have announced 
the availability of nearly $2 
million in federal money to 
repair damage inflicted on 
a Howard Beach school by 
Hurricane Sandy.

U.S. Sens. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y) 
and state Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Howard 
Beach) said $1,861,901 will 
go to the city School Con-
struction Authority for ma-
jor Sandy-related repairs 
on PS 207. The money will 
reimburse 90 percent of the 
cost of repairs undertaken 
in the school.

“This infusion of fed-
eral money is helping PS 
207 Rockwood Park put the 
damaging effects of Hur-
ricane Sandy in the rear-
view minor and enabling 
the school to get back to 
educating New York City’s 
children without crushing 
back bills,” Schumer. “PS 
207 was hit very hard by the 
hurricane and this grant 
goes a long way towards 
helping the school and the 
city defray the costs of re-

pairs.”
PS 207 is located at 159-

15 88th Street in the Rock-
wood Park section of How-
ard Beach.

Gillibrand pointed 
out that the influx of fed-
eral funds will enable the 
young students to return 
to normalcy as quickly as 
possible.

Most of the damage 
to PS 207 was in the base-
ment, where 12 feet of water 
rushed in and flooded the 
entire cellar.

A fuel oil tank rolled 
over and spilled around 
4,000 gallons of No. 6 heat-
ing oil throughout the 
basement. Flood waters 
also damaged two boilers, 
electric light panels, lights, 

duct work and the fire 
alarm system.

Water reached the low-
er auditorium on the first 
floor.

“This new funding will 
enormously help PS 207 
in Howard Beach rebuild 
and ensure our children 
receive the quality educa-
tion they deserve,” Gold-
feder said. “It’s been over a 
year since Sandy tore apart 
our schools in southern 
Queens, and while we have 
all made significant prog-
ress, there is still work to 
be done.”

 Schumer and Goldfed-
er announced in September 
that $5,277,661 in federal 
money was available for 
the School Construction 
Authority. That money 
went to repairs at various 
public schools in Queens, 
including the PS 256 annex 
in Rockaway Park.

 Religious and commu-
nity leaders were planning 
to gather this week to take 
part in an interfaith prayer 
vigil in Hamilton Beach for 
struggling families who are 
still waiting for Hurricane 
Sandy recovery at a time of 
increasing winter cold.

Nearly $2 million is slat-
ed to go to the city’s School 
Construction Authority for 
Sandy-related repairs at PS 
207 in Howard Beach.

New Councilman Paul Vallone 
to run offi ce out of Bell Plaza

Electeds obtain $2M to fi x 
Sandy-ravaged boro school
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www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

FRESH MEADOWS — A 
gunman attacked a woman, 66, 
who was unloading her car in her 
driveway around 11 p.m. Dec. 5, 
police said.

The suspect approached the 
woman and threatened her with 
a gun, demanding she hand over 
her jewelry, police said.

The woman screamed for 
help, at which point police said 
the suspect hit her in the head 
with the butt of the gun and fled.

Police described the man 
as in his early 20s, 5-foot-11 and 
weighing 180 pounds.

The location of the attack was 
not released by police.

RIDGEWOOD — An illegal Polish 
immigrant living in the borough was sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison earlier this 
week for attempting to rob and extort a 
family in Westchester County, the U.S. at-
torney said.

Bartek Zajkowski, who lived in the 
confines of Ridgewood’s 104th Precinct, 
was sentenced to 15 years in prison in 
federal court in White Plains Tuesday, ac-
cording to U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara.

In 2010, Zajkowski worked as a con-
tractor on a family’s home in Bedford 

Hills. One night in 2012, he showed up at 
their home, tied up the husband and wife 
— whom he shot with a BB gun — and left 
with the man’s wallet, Bharara said.

Two days later he burned down their 
barn and the next week demanded $3 mil-
lion to ensure their family’s safety, the fed-
eral prosecutor said.

The FBI arrested Zajkowski in June 
2012 on a warrant stemming from a 2011 
home invasion in Connecticut, for which 
charges are still pending, Bharara said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Manhattan man solicits undercover boro cop: DA
KEW GARDENS — A 38-year-old van driver, who drives children to school, has been 

charged with initiating and conducting ongoing sexually explicit conversations online 
with an undercover detective he believed was a 14-year-old girl from Queens, the Queens 
district attorney said.

Elliot Provda, of Manhattan, was arraigned in Queens Criminal Court Dec. 5 for the 
attempted dissemination of indecent material to minors and the attempted endangering 
the welfare of a child, the DA said.

The defendant is an independent delivery man contracted by several families to take 
their children, aged 6 to 13, to and from a private school in Manhattan, according to the 
DA’s office.

Provda allegedly sent the undercover detective messages that were graphic and sex-
ual in nature, which included an invitation to meet for sexual activity in Queens, said 
the DA.

The defendant will next appear in court Dec. 23 and could face up to four years in 
prison if convicted, according to the DA.

Man attacks Fresh Meadows woman

Ridgewood resident guilty of extortion

Police released  photos of a suspect wanted in connection 
with an attempted robbery in Fresh Meadows. 

Photo courtesy NYPD
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BREAKING NEWS

BY BILL PARRY

Vehicular accidents in-
volving pedestrians and bi-
cycle riders in the Jackson 
Heights-Elmhurst-Corona 
area are so common that 
Elmhurst Hospital con-
vened a daylong summit 
last week.

Medical profession-
als, political leaders and 
representatives of the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion convened at the City-
wide Pedestrian Injury 
Summit Dec. 12, the third 
such meeting since 2008, to 
work to develop strategies 
to combat the danger.

“It’s really not safe out 
there for pedestrians,” said 
Dr. Jamie Ullman, the hos-
pital’s director of neurol-
ogy. “The situation is not 
getting better, it’s getting 
worse.”

DOT spokesman Nich-
olas Mosquera said, “In the 
last 10 years, traffic fatali-
ties have fallen borough-
wide by nearly 35 percent. 
Injuries to cyclists and 
pedestrians dropped by ap-
proximately 10 percent dur-
ing that same period.”

But the numbers 
paint a different picture 
in the area surrounding 
Elmhurst Hospital. They 
recorded 296 injury cases 
in 2012 — 215 were pedes-
trians and 81 were riding 
bicycles, according to Atia 
Butler, the hospital’s di-
rector of external affairs. 
During the conference, two 
victims of pedestrian acci-

dents were admitted to the 
hospital’s trauma unit.

“That’s an example of 
the intensity of the problem 
around here,” Dr. Ullman 
said.

One pedestrian was an 
82-year-old man who was 
hit by a car on Roosevelt 
Avenue, according to But-
ler.

“The hot spots are 
Roosevelt Avenue, Queens 
Boulevard and Northern 
Boulevard,” Ullman said. 
“We need more efficient 
law enforcement. Perhaps 
we’ll get that with Bill Brat-
ton’s return” as NYPD com-
missioner.

Bratton is an outspo-
ken supporter of a Swedish 
traffic plan called “Vision 
Zero” whose goal is to elim-
inate all traffic fatalities. 
“Vision Zero” was featured 
on Mayor-elect Bill de Bla-
sio’s campaign website with 
his vow to “Stop waiting on 
Albany and fight for home 
rule, so New York City — on 
its own — can install red 
light cameras and speed-en-
forcement cameras around 
hundreds of schools and se-
nior centers.”

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) made that a cen-
tral theme of his presenta-
tion at the conference.

“I call it the three E’s 
— enforcement, engineer-
ing and education,” he said. 
“It has become a priority in 
my administration.”

Engineering provides 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Alternative transpor-
tation activists are revving 
up their campaign to make 
Queens Boulevard safer 
and more accessible for bik-
ers, pedestrians and sub-
way and bus riders.

To push for changes on 
the “Boulevard of Death,” 
several dozen people braved 
the snow and sleet Saturday 
to join Transportation Al-
ternatives’ Queens Activ-
ists Committee for a march 
along the major thorough-
fare from Elmhurst to For-
est Hills.

“Our goal is to bring a 
complete street [design] to 
Queens Boulevard,” said 
Celia Castellan, who serves 
as the lead organizer for 
TA’s Zero on Queens Bou-
levard campaign, aimed 
at eliminating pedestrian 
fatalities.

Castellan said the 
group organized the march 
partly in response to the 
deaths of two men who had 
been walking on the side-
walk near Broadway Nov. 
11 when police said they 
were fatally struck by a car. 
Participants in the Winter 
Wander march paused at 
the site of the fatal acci-
dent.

“We once again had to 
realize the numbing and 
totally unacceptable truth 
that our streets are not safe 
enough for the people who 
use them,” Castellan said.

The boulevard earned 
its nickname from the 
number of people who have 
died in traffic accidents. 
In 1997, a record-high 18 
people were killed, accord-
ing to the city Department 
of Transportation. In 2011, 
that figure fell to zero, but 
two people died last year.

The DOT said safety 
is the agency’s top prior-
ity and noted that traffic 
fatalities in Queens have 

fallen 35 percent in the last 
10 years.

Over the past decade, 
countdown signals have 
been installed at more than 
60 intersections on Queens 
Boulevard, the speed limit 
has been lowered from 35 
to 30 mph and the intersec-
tion with Union Turnpike 
in Kew Gardens has been 
redesigned, according to 
the DOT.

“While there are no 
plans for a bike lane on 
Queens Boulevard at this 
time, it is important to note 
that Queens Boulevard 
combines particularly in-
tense vehicular traffic with 
a high volume of pedestri-
ans,” DOT spokeswoman 
Nicole Garcia said.

Red light cameras, 
electronic boards showing 
cars’ speed, 46,000 feet of 
pedestrian fencing, high-
visibility crosswalks, up-
dated signs and several 
street closures to vehicles 
have also been part of im-
provements on the 7-mile 
boulevard, according to the 
agency.

But advocates said the 
changes like fences on the 
medians between lanes and 
longer countdown-clock 

timing mainly prevent pe-
destrians from jaywalking.

“It doesn’t really pro-
vide a safe haven for pe-
destrians to find a respite 
in the middle of their long 
12-to-14 lane walk,” Castel-
lan said.

The Queens Activ-
ist Committee, made up of 
about 30 to 40 people, has 
so far collected more than 
2,000 signatures from peo-
ple in favor of pedestrian 
improvements, bike infra-
structure and select bus 
service. Elected officials, 
including City Council 
members Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) and 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills), have also pledged 
their support along with 
more than 40 coalitions 
like Woodside on the Move, 
organizers said.

Dromm met with the 
group in front of Queens 
Center Mall and told partic-
ipants that he has pledged 
capital funds for road im-
provements in the past, 
helped to create pedestrian 
plazas and rallied with ad-
vocates.

“Everybody has a hor-
ror story about Queens 
Boulevard and people want 

to see a different street,” 
said Rego Park resident 
and committee member Pe-
ter Beadle, who said he was 
pushing for protected bike 
lanes installed in medians 
on the roadway.

Beadle choked up 
while speaking Saturday 
about how he worried about 
the safety of his 12-year-old 
son.

Sunnyside resident 
Jeff Guyton said light se-
quences should be changed 
to allow walkers more time 
to cross side streets leading 
into the boulevard.

“Pedestrians need to 
have a time when they can 
walk,” he said.

The next step for the 
Transportation Alterna-
tives group is to solicit sug-
gestions from community 
members about other ways 
to improve Queens Boule-
vard.

“Nowhere in this con-
versation are we saying we 
are the experts. We are the 
planners,” Castellan said. 
“We are going to the com-
munity boards in the nest 
few months with an idea or 
a vision for the street.”

Attendees, including Jeff Guyton (c.), walk on the sidewalk along Queens Boulevard. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Medical professionals join with safety and transportation repre-
sentatives to tackle the alarming rate of pedestrian injuries. 

Photo courtesy Elmhurst Hospital

Reformers target Qns. Blvd.
Transit groups propose changes to stop fatalities on infamous street

Elmhurst Hospital
hosts safety summit

Continued on Page 58

Get more news, views and information at 

www.TimesLedger.com
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Members of the 109th Precinct give out gifts to chil-
dren at a Christmas event at PS 20 in Flushing Saturday 
afternoon.

Tarnay Johnson strikes a pose with her cotton candy during the 
109th Precinct’s holiday party. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

FREE TRIAL WORKOUT

Body By Berle
Personal Training Center

Since 1986

GRAND OPENING 

GIVE  
GIFT 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

(718) 264–8787    

 Private atmosphere 
 No membership fee 
 By appointment only  
 One-on-One full body workout
 Maximize Fitness - Minimize Time NEW CLIENTS ONLY

$30per
session

Tasfia Ahmed is all smiles as she waits on line for cotton candy at PS 20 in Flushing. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

109th celebrates Xmas
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WARMEST
WISHES

© 2013 New York Community Bank- Member FDIC

At this time of year, we would like to thank our 

offer you all our warmest wishes for a happy 
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12 EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

People can’t rely on gov’t for everything

R
esponses to my let-
ters to the editor 
reveal how much de-
pendence and trust 

in an intrusive government 
is ingrained in our psyche. 
Without a shred of evi-
dence, writers claim I advo-
cate for a country with no 
government or regulation, 
and where people fend for 
themselves and die in the 
streets.

The only people dying 
in the streets are victims 

of thugs, murderers and 
drunk drivers. They are 
not victims of the lack of 
laws to promote the gen-
eral welfare or inadequate 
health care.

Liberty and freedom 
matter little where the 
priority is the sustenance 
of equal outcomes for all 
at any cost. We measure 
the success of welfare pro-
grams by the number of 
people who are added, not 
by how many drop out and 

become self-reliant. Before 
there was a welfare state, a 
free and self-reliant popu-
lace helped, supported and 
comforted one another 
without government coer-
cion.

Progressives’ view of 
man is that he is basically 
evil, an individualist who 
must be prodded and com-
pelled to do what in their 
minds is proper and will 
achieve the greater good. 
Liberals insist that without 

government beneficence, 
regulation and control 
there would be poverty, 
sickness, chaos, mayhem 
and slaughter.

Henry Ford warned 
that “any man who thinks 
he can be happy and pros-
perous by letting the gov-
ernment take care of him 
better take a closer look at 
the American Indian.”

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

LEAVE ST. NICK ALONE
What a silly flap over Santa Claus’s DNA.
The misguided high school teacher in New Mexico 

who told a black freshman that Santa was white had clear-
ly never been to Queens. We have Santas of every race and 
ethnicity in the nation’s most diverse borough and as long 
as the pretenders wear a red suit and white beard, they’re 
authentic in our eyes.

Santa is an ancient symbol of Christmas who repre-
sents the spirit of giving, with more strings attached than 
the coupons downloaded onto cellphones for bargains at 
malls. This mythical figure bestows presents on children 
based on their behavior, which in popular culture has 
evolved into “naughty” or “nice.”

The question in Queens this holiday season might 
well be is a black Santa more forgiving than a white Santa 
or tougher than an Asian Santa? We just might have to 
take a poll.

But aside from being kind-hearted, generous and will-
ing to hang out in the December cold, Queens’ Santas must 
also be nimble linguists to extract from the kiddies wheth-
er they played by the rules this year.

As far as we know, there is no Rosetta Stone to guide 
the Santas through a holiday script for the 161 languages 
spoken in Queens. So our St. Nicks are required to have 
superior judgment about who is good and who is not, rely-
ing heavily on first impressions when words fail on both 
sides.

Taking on the role of Santa in Queens is one tough job. 
Of course, he — not always since there is the occasional 
woman crashing the Father Christmas routine — has help 
from his elves. But in today’s world, it might be fair to ask 
why are all the elves he’s, too? We could go one step further 
and inquire why Vixen is the only female among Santa’s 
nine reindeer to set off another culture war.

What is lost in all the adult chatter about the true San-
ta is the children. Santa is a towering figure for the young 
who still believe in the power of a mythical man to reward 
good deeds and punish those who commit bad ones. It is 
the 21st century version of a medieval morality play.

Most wide-eyed Queens children give little thought 
to Santa’s race. They have seen many images of the jolly 
white man in the red hat, but they have also seen people 
of every ethnic background proudly wearing green on St. 
Patrick’s Day.

But unlike St. Patrick, Santa delivers the goods and 
no amount of foolish debate over his bloodlines can take 
away the magic of Christmas or the message of giving 
from children.
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Project for QueensWay steadily progresses
I

n his Nov. 29-Dec. 5 
letter, state Assem-
blyman Mike Miller 
(D-Woodhaven) raises 

questions about the public 
engagement process for the 
QueensWay, which is being 
sponsored by The Trust for 
Public Land in partnership 
with Friends of the Queen-
sWay, a group of residents 
living near the QueensWay.

As many know, the 
concept for the QueensWay 
was created by members 
of FQW who were inspired 
by the quality of life and 
economic development 
success of greenway proj-
ects around the world and 
sought to bring similar 
park- and community-re-
lated benefits to our respec-
tive neighborhoods.

We also felt strongly 

that in order for the proj-
ect to be a long-term suc-
cess for our communities, a 
comprehensive planning ef-
fort involving experienced 
and trained experts in a 
number of disciplines relat-
ing to the QueensWay and 
which involves a signifi-
cant amount of community 
outreach was essential. The 
funding we received from 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and a 
number of private sources 
was critical to be able to 
complete this planning in 
an effective way.

This project, which be-
gan this fall, is being led by 
two respected design and 
planning firms — WXY 
Architecture and Urban 
Design and Dlandstudio – 
along with a community en-
gagement nonprofit, Hester 

Street Collaborative.
The QueensWay pub-

lic engagement process 
includes multiple compo-
nents aimed at gathering 
maximum local input over 
the entire course of the 
10-month project, with com-
pletion in early summer. 
These components include 
an active social media cam-
paign, including an online 
platform at thequeensway-
pl a n . m i nd m i xer.c om /, 
small meetings with many 
community organizations 
and interest groups and 
formal workshops, the first 
three of which were held in 
November with the second 
three planned for March 
to get further input on the 
consultants’ preliminary 
design ideas.

Since this project is 

just getting underway, our 
main goal for the first set of 
workshops was to provide a 
brief introductory presen-
tation, followed by small 
group discussions aimed 
at eliciting ideas and con-
cerns from all 350 residents 
who attended our three 
workshops.

By creating dialogue 
at 10 tables simultaneously, 
10 times as many voices 
were able to be heard and 
an exchange of ideas was 
achieved. A conversation 
facilitator recorded notes at 
each table where there was 
a map showing the aban-
doned rail line and the sur-
rounding neighborhoods, 
allowing our team to col-
lect 10 times more informa-
tion from both vocal and 
soft voices than at a public 

forum where one person 
speaks at a time.

The format of the 
three QueensWay events, 
centered on small breakout 
groups, is common design 
workshop practice within 
the architecture and ur-
ban planning fields for 
understanding local ideas 
and concerns. Many public 
event workshop formats ex-
ist, each for different pur-
poses and different points 
in a planning process. For 
gathering a lot of informa-
tion about geographically-
specific ideas and concerns 
at the beginning of a plan-
ning process, small group 
exchanges based around lo-
cal maps are effective.

Though we disagree 
with Miller’s assessment of 
the workshops, we appreci-

ate the input and take his 
position into account as we 
design future community 
input sessions. In the mean-
time, Friends of the Queen-
sWay, The Trust for Public 
Land and our consulting 
team continue to seek com-
ments from all interested 
parties.

We strongly encourage 
everyone to do so via the 
project website, by e-mail-
ing our public engagements 
consultants or Shelma Jun 
at shelma@hesterstreet.
org or by e-mailing FQW at 
info@thequeensway.org.

Andrea Crawford
Friends of the QueensWay

Kew Gardens

Charter schools not all that great

A 
charter school re-
cently made head-
lines for punishing 
a mischievous stu-

dent by throwing him into 
the quarantine of a padded 
cell in the expectation that 
the trauma would build his 
character.

This corrective mea-
sure was official policy, not 
the initiative of a rogue staff 
member. This philosophy 
of reform is probably not 

typical even of other char-
ter schools, but certainly 
is unheard of in any public 
school. It could never hap-
pen in any non-charter, 
non-private school because 
child abuse is forbidden 
there, no slack is cut and no 
cover-up is tolerated.

Unruly children are 
sent to “SAVE” rooms, 
where instruction contin-
ues uninterrupted in small 
groups, sometimes individ-

ually, under close supervi-
sion.

Charter schools are 
forever proclaiming the 
glory of their freedom from 
the teachers union con-
tract. That is understand-
able because they do not 
want to lose their liberty 
to shock inconvenient kids 
into submission.

Ron Isaac
Bayside

Make elections more democratic

G
ov. Andrew Cuomo 
must lead the charge 
toward accomplish-
ing the reforms ad-

vanced by his Moreland 
Commission to investigate 
public corruption.

A critical step is to get 
rid of the state Department 
of Elections’ woeful over-
sight of the campaign fi-
nancing system. New York-
ers deserve an independent 
and nonpartisan watchdog.

In addition to effective 
enforcement, the League of 
Women Voters of New York 

State urges lower contribu-
tion limits, the elimination 
of loopholes, robust dis-
closure and a small donor 
matching public financing 
system of elections — all 
recommended by the More-
land Commission.

Our current campaign 
finance system negatively 
affects democratic engage-
ment. It is up to the gover-
nor to make reform of Al-
bany’s ways a top priority 
during the upcoming ses-
sion.

Mary L. Jenkins
Co-President

New York City League of 
Women Voters

Manhattan

Arthur Schiff
Co-Chair

New York City League of 
Women Voters

Manhattan

Rosemary Shields
Co-Chair

New York City League of 
Women Voters

Manhattan

Some school lessons must remain

W
hile the emphasis 
today for our stu-
dents is to be more 
tech nolog ic a l ly 

savvy, what is equally im-
portant is that cursive writ-
ing still needs to be taught 
in our schools.

It is important for 
students to not only use a 
computer keyboard but to 
also be able to write legibly 

and grammatically cor-
rect. There has not been 
nearly enough emphasis 
on writing skills in our 
schools. While it is easy to 
use a computer keyboard, 
it is not so easy to write in 
script or print.

Computers must never 
take the place of teacher 
instruction in our class-
rooms. While computers 

are and should be an inte-
gral part of classroom in-
struction, our teachers are 
the best form of educating 
our children, not comput-
ers. Teachers cannot and 
must not be replaced by 
technology.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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Testing, constant changes ruin education for students

W
ith the arrival of 
2014, a new city ad-
ministration will 
take over our city. 

One of the issues it will face 
is the revitalizing of the city 
school system. For the past 
12 years, there have been 
changes in our schools that 
have left the staff stressed 
out and dispirited. Morale 
is low.

Rules and regulations 
have changed almost yearly 
for the past 12 years. In fact, 
differing rules between the 
state and city have made 
staff members confused 
and frustrated with test af-
ter test given by everyone. 
I think the final straw was 
the testing of the new, more 

rigorous Common Core 
standards before teach-
ers could get curriculum 
guides and training with 
the desire to base teacher’s 
evaluations on how well 
students did on the exams.

The result was a drop 
of about 30 percent to 40 
percent in scores, but I 
noticed that the same mid-
dle-class districts which 
always scored high under 
the old tests scored high-
est again. This desire to 
evaluate teachers based on 
the scores their students 
received based on skills 
and basic material tested 
in April or May is faulty. 
Some of the material tested 
is based on skills students 
learned the previous year 
and the year prior to that 
one. Who should be held ac-
countable?

A problem in using 
tests to evaluate how good 
teachers are is that how do 
you test pre-kindergarten 
and kindergarten students; 

gym, music and art teach-
ers; and deans and pro-
gramming teachers and 
guidance counselors? The 
city Department of Edu-
cation pulled back from a 
plan to test kindergarten 
students. Do you know 
some kindergarten stu-
dents do not know how to 
hold a pencil, are not even 
toilet trained or have an at-
tention span of less than 10 
minutes?

The DOE has been 
changing the way schools 
are rated, as well as the 
teachers, from year to year 
for the past decade. It wants 
to fire the “bad” teachers 
based on these changes. 
The DOE wanted to close 
schools and fire all the 
teachers. The United Fed-
eration of Teachers fought 
this plan but let the sys-
tem let half the teachers go 
from a school being closed. 
I have seen frustration, fa-
tigue and unhappiness in 
the faces of teachers who 

are let go from a school to 
wander the system.

Parents know these 
teachers and know how 
well they have worked with 
their children, even though 
the school was rated low 
and then closed.

The way schools are 
rated is so bad that I know 
of a school that scored C in 
the four categories it was 
rated on, which was an im-
provement from the previ-
ous year, but received a D 
for an overall rating. Then 
there was the principal 
who received a bonus be-
cause the test scores were 
high but parents were so 
unhappy with things this 

principal did that they held 
a press conference and 
soon the principal left the 
school.

Changes in the system 
must take into account the 
charter schools farce. Chil-
dren with emotional prob-
lems, special needs or the 
inability to speak English 
are kept out of these char-
ter schools, which natu-
rally score higher on tests. 
An Oct. 27 daily newspaper 
article listed 16 owners of 
charter school groups who 
were earning more than 
the $212,614 the city schools 
chancellor earns. The top 
charter school big shot 
earned $499,146.

Then there are net-
works that are organiza-
tions created to provide 
service and help to public 
schools for a fee. Is this 
cheaper than the old dis-
trict office staff which 
would help principals? 
Where did these network 
people come from?

Those changes to spe-
cial education are hurting 
students and should be 
revised. While some bus-
sing is necessary, much of 
it should be curtailed and 
neighborhood schools en-
hanced.

All of these changes 
and plans have been going 
on for a dozen years. Yes, 
more students are graduat-
ing from high school, but 
how many are ready for col-
lege or the workforce? They 
have to be careful about 
any new changes because 
the system is demoralized 
enough already.

COLUMNS

D
uring what many 
people call the “Sea-
son of Light,” this 
time of holidays and 

holy days, I recall past sea-
sons. I think many people 
do that as we come to a new 
year.

For many years, as 
readers of this column may 
recall, one of my Season 
of Light activities was to 
walk up Fifth Avenue and 
admire the wonderful holi-
day displays in the store 
windows. I have not done 
that for a few years, but I re-
call those walks with great 
pleasure.

The displays of light 
in businesses and homes 
in Queens this time of year 
does much to turn away the 
darkness, which seems to 
come far too early.

Another thing I did — 
and may do again this year, 
if time permits — is reread 
“A Christmas Carol” by 
Charles Dickens.

Most people know the 
story, having read it or seen 
a TV or film version. The 
1951 film with Alastair Sim 
as Ebenezer Scrooge is the 
most truthful to its source 
and worth seeing. Yes, 
there is joy at the end of a 
long night of ghostly visi-
tors, but one scene, the end 
of the visit of the jolly Ghost 
of Christmas Present, has 
stayed with me since I first 
read the book.

The sumptuously-
clothed spirit’s robe has fall-

en apart slightly and there, 
clinging to the spirit’s legs 
are two starving children. 
The boy is Ignorance, the 
girl is Want. Beware them 
both, says the spirit, but be-
ware most the boy.

Scrooge asks if there 
is any help for them and 
the spirit throws back his 
own words at Scrooge: “Are 
there no prisons? Are there 
no workhouses?”

Yes, Dickens told mar-
velous stories with great 
characters, but he also told 
the truth about awful con-
ditions in his own time.

Consider Mrs. Jellyby, 
the “telescopic philanthro-
pist” in “Bleak House,” 
which many — including 
me— believe to be the great-
est masterpiece in the Dick-
ens canon. This character 
cares much for the poor 
and discarded thousands 

of miles from London and 
she tries to help them. But 
she completely disregards 
those in need right under 
her nose. She refuses to see 
or think about them.

One of my dearest 
friends is the Rev. Peter 
Amadeus Fiore, scholar 
in residence at Siena Col-
lege. In late September, 
Siena celebrated the Feast 
of St. Francis of Assisi and 
the president sent a letter 
to the Siena community, 
which Peter sent to me. 
Whatever your religious 
attachments — or not — I 
think these words the Rev. 
Kevin J. Mullen wrote are 
something for all of us to 
consider in this Season of 
Light:

“... may we recom-
mit ourselves to serve God 
in the most vulnerable of 
people; to advance peace 

in the most contentious of 
circumstances; to promote 
courtesy and civil dis-
course in the most heated 
of debates; to restore God’s 
good creation in the most 
ravaged of environments; 
and to demonstrate our 
deeds that we do, indeed, 
believe we are brothers and 
sisters to one another.”

Dickens showed us a 
“new” Scrooge and a “tele-
scopic philanthropist” and 
so many others who inhabit 
our world. Which we choose 
to emulate at all times says 
much about our society and 
our country.

During these days, 
it might be a good idea to 
try to find some time to sit 
quietly and think about 
the world around us, about 
peace; about those in need 
of help in mind, body and 
spirit; of how we, as a na-

tion, account for the good 
fortune we have; of how 
each of us can share what 
we have with so many oth-
ers, especially those right 
here in Queens — those 
who are out of work, lack 
proper shelter, barely man-
age to eat properly, to all in 
trouble in body and spirit.

Let us give some 
thought to “the least of 
these.”

And, as Mullen put 
it, let us, each in our own 
way, promote courtesy and 
civil discourse in the most 
heated of debates. It is a 
consummation greatly to 
be wished.

Happy holidays and 
holy days to all, however — 
or not — you observe them 
in this Season of Light.

Read my blog No Holds 
Barred at timesledger.com.

Try to do right by others during this holiday season

Bob
Harris

■ Schools are rated so bad that a school 
that scored ‘C’ in four categories 
received a ‘D’ in its overall rating.

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■
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We Salute Helen Marshall
for her outstanding service to Queens

For advertising information 
call Brian Rice at 718-260-4537 

or email brice@cnglocal.com

Join Queens’ 
Times Ledger newspapers 

in recognizing 

Helen Marshall 
for 12 years of achievements in a special 

retrospective supplement 
on December 27th

here has never been 
a better time to be a 
progressive in New 
York City. The new 

mayor, the city public advo-
cate, city comptroller and 
most of the City Council are 
from the progressive wing 
of the Democratic Party, 
and we will now see if a 
concentrated focus on the 
poor and middle class will 
help vault them to a better 
station in life.

In fact, New York will 
become a visible laboratory 
for ideas that will try to lift 
many up from poverty and 
stagnation.

Bill de Blasio won the 
mayoralty largely on his 
promise to end the “Tale of 
Two Cities,” something that 

has bedeviled New York 
and other major urban cen-
ters around the world going 
back to the time of Charles 
Dickens. His new deputy 
mayor, Lillian Barrios-
Paoli, pledged last week 
that one of her main goals 
was to make New York “one 
city” as she criticized the 
current policy on homeless-
ness.

And there was an eye-
opening and heart-wrench-
ing series of articles in The 
New York Times recently 
about Dasani, a young girl 
in Brooklyn who was living 
with her seven siblings and 
parents in a decrepit shel-
ter. Can the new mayor and 
his administration help the 
growing number of Dasanis 
in this city?

We should hope so. I 
am one who prays de Bla-
sio succeeds in giving hope 
and help to Dasani and her 
family. Isn’t that what this 
holiday season is about 
— helping those less fortu-

nate?
But how can a mayor 

accomplish this?
Well, it will take some 

short-term fixes and long-
term planning. As Con-
fucius once said, “If you 
want to think of only one 
year, plant rice. If you want 
to think ahead for a decade, 
plant a tree. But if you want 
to plan for 100 years, edu-
cate a child.”

De Blasio must “plant 
rice” by speaking passion-
ately about creating good 
jobs with good wages and 
encouraging the develop-
ment of more affordable 
housing. He must “plan for 
100 years” by sticking to 
his guns on universal pre-
K and improving public 
education.

The new mayor can 
help create good jobs by 
luring more Cornell-Tech-
nion-type college campuses 
to the five boroughs, by 
making New York a center 
for new industries such as 

biotechnology and by help-
ing incentivize the growing 
tech sector. He can even 
give tax credits to those 
who hire unemployed New 
Yorkers.

Building affordable 
housing will need to be 
championed by the mayor 
with the same zeal that 
Mayors Rudy Giuliani and 
Mike Bloomberg took to 
fighting crime. It will need 
public-private partnerships 
that attract capital to this 
vital sector.

And de Blasio will need 
to fix the city Housing Au-
thority so its tenants won’t 
have to wait months to have 
simple repairs made or heat 
and elevators fixed.

On education, de Bla-
sio can’t get sucked into the 
charter vs. public school 
debate and polarization. 
His focus needs to be on 
empowering the new city 
schools chancellor to insist 
that new teachers have two 
to three years of rigorous 

classroom training and 
that current teachers are 
relentlessly retrained so 
they can succeed. All the 
evaluations in the world 
cannot make up for im-
proper training or the lack 
of teacher mentoring.

In fact, the mayor and 
chancellor would be wise 
to study those charter net-
works that are succeed-
ing, because what they all 
have in common is rigor-
ous teacher training year-
round.

Universal pre-K is a 
wise, 100-year move that 
won’t immediately bear 
fruit. I suspect Gov. An-
drew Cuomo will find $500 
million somewhere in the 
2014 budget to allow de Bla-
sio to achieve his signature 
education program.

And maybe in 2015, 
when the governor and the 
legislative leaders are past 
re-election, we may see a 
small tax increase on the 
wealthy to sustain this vi-

tal program.
Every 100-year jour-

ney, Confucius also said, 
starts with one small step.

On Jan. 1, as the mayor 
is inaugurated, we’ll see 
if he can start that long 
journey to give hope to the 
many who have been hope-
less for so long.

If Nelson Mandela 
could achieve what he did 
against greater odds, there 
is hope for our great city, 
too, to become the shining 
city on the hill where every 
child has hope.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

De Blasio must think long-term to plan city’s success

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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FLIPFLIP
BY BILL PARRY

The 82nd Street part-
nership and several Jack-
son Heights business own-
ers Tuesday celebrated the 
completion of a restoration 
project that upgraded sev-
eral storefronts, but the  
event was marred by pro-
testers who are fighting the 
BID’s plan to expand into 
Corona. 

City Small Business 
Services Commissioner 
Robert Walsh joined rep-
resentatives of the city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission and other 
community leaders and the 
owners of five stores for a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to unveil a building resto-
ration on 82nd Street on 
the corner of Roosevelt Av-
enue.

The gathering marked 
the end of the first stage of 
the 82nd Street Partner-

ship’s “Storefront Resto-
ration Program” that is 
upgrading three different 
properties on 82nd Street 
between Roosevelt and 37th 
avenues.

“We provided grants 
to five businesses to up-
grade their storefronts 
and expand their customer 
base,” said Seth Taylor, the 
business improvement dis-
trict’s executive director. 
The project’s first phase 
took seven weeks to com-
plete and Sagitario Bakery, 
the Top Gun clothing store, 
Mike’s Jewelry and two De-
vison Jewelry stores now 
have brand new façades.

The program aims to 
improve business condi-
tions and preserve retail 
diversity and Jackson 
Heights’ quality of life.

The building’s land-
lord could not have im-
proved the storefronts with-
out the assistance provided 

by the program.
“This building is in a 

landmark district, so it’s 
difficult to improve the 
store,” owner John Rapp 
said. “The BID and Com-
missioner Walsh did that 
for me. They tied me into 
a city program. I spent 
$120,000 on the project and 
I got a $10,000 rebate. That 
way I didn’t have to raise 

the rents on my tenants.”
The self-described 

“good landlord” agreed 
with Taylor that the reno-
vation project makes the 
neighborhood more attrac-
tive and inviting to shop-
pers.

The Business Improve-
ment District’s efforts do 
not please everyone, how-
ever.

As the business people 
and community leaders 
wrapped up their ribbon-
cutting, a vocal band of 15 
protesters arrived chanting 
“No to the BID” in English 
and Spanish. The group of 
street vendors and small 
business owners known as 
the Roosevelt Avenue Com-
munity Alliance is fighting 
the proposed expansion of 
the BID into Corona.

“Street vendors and 
small business owners are 
at risk,” said Rafael Sa-
manez, executive director 
of Vamos Unidos, a nonprof-
it organizer of immigrant 
street vendors. “The expan-
sion will increase property 
taxes that will raise the 
rents and ruin small busi-
ness, making way for cor-
porate chains to move in. 
It’s a citywide problem.”

Eduardo Giraldo, own-
er of ABETX International 
Brokers of Jackson Heights, 

said, “I’m an insurance bro-
ker who deals with these 
vendors and small business 
owners, and I’m here to sup-
port them. We have to make 
the community aware that 
small business is dying all 
over the city.”

The landlord, Rapp, 
disagreed with the protest-
ers.

“All I know is I 
wouldn’t have been able to 
upgrade these storefronts 
without the BID. They’re a 
big help,” he said.

Despite the protest, 
Taylor said the expansion 
proceeds while building 
broad based, overwhelm-
ing support for a Jackson 
Height-Corona Business 
Improvement District. 
More than 200 businesses 
and property owners and 
more than 1,000 residents 
signed their support in No-
vember.

Anti-BID expansion protesters mar ribbon-cutting event for  
businesses in Jackson Heights. Photo by Bill Parry

82nd St. Partnership takes pride in beautifi cation effort
Band of anti-BID expansion protesters disrupts ribbon-cutting ceremony with business owners 
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Available for first time homebuyers
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census tract eligibility.
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Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Bellerose resident 
said it would be a long road 
back to work after her hot 
dog truck burst into flames 
Monday morning.

Marie Emmi, who has 
sold franks, knishes and 
sausages at a Nassau shop-
ping center for three de-
cades, pulled into the Mobil 
Gas station, at 252-02 Union 
Turnpike just after 10 a.m. 
Emmi said she noticed 
smoke billowing around 
her when the gas station at-
tendee, Hayad Khan, began 
fueling her truck. Shock 
paralyzed her.

Khan pulled Emmi out 
of the vehicle before flames 
engulfed the truck.

“He saved my life,” 
Emmi said. “I was just 
watching that flame. I 
couldn’t move.”

FDNY officials said 
the department dispatched 
two trucks and two engines 
to the gas station at 10:15 
a.m. Emergency personnel 
blocked off Union Turnpike 
and Little Neck Parkway 
while firefighters battled 
the blaze. The fire was con-
tained by 11 a.m. 

Officials have not de-
termined what sparked the 
flames.

Nobody required med-
ical attention, but Emmi 
says she is still shaken and 
unsure of how to resurrect 
her Marie’s Hot Dog busi-

ness.
“I feel very lost,” Emmi 

said. “I’m afraid to even put 
gas in my own car.”

But Emmi said she 
misses her customers and 
is determined to return to 

the Lake Success Shopping 
Center in New Hyde Park. 
Emmi has kept Marie’s 
Hot Dogs stationed there 
since she purchased the 
food truck business from a 
friend.

“I have to start all 
over again,” Emmi said. 
“There’s a lot of money in-
volved — I have to do my 
license. I have to get my 
truck inspected.”

It will cost Emmi at 
least $15,000 to buy a new 
truck and revive her child-
hood dream.

“When I was little, ev-
ery time I seen a hot dog 
truck, I used to say to my-
self, ‘Gee, maybe one day 
I’ll get a truck,’” Emmi 
said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Firefighters surround Marie’s Hot Dogs after a fire in the truck. 
Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS  
718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    

Download our FREE App

VISIT SHOPQUEENSCENTER.COM FOR THE 
 HOLIDAY HOURS CALENDAR

EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED�
FOR�THE�SEASON
Shop fine stores like Michael Kors, 
Coach, Disney Store, Pandora and 
over 150 more at Queens Center. 

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

ADOPT
A PET

NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA & CATS IN THE CRADLE

Like us on

61-23 190 St. • Fresh Meadows, NY
SUN DEC 22 • 12PM – 5PM
61 23 190 S F h M d61 23 190 S F h M d
Unleashed by Petco

Marie Emmi, the owner of 
Marie’s Hot Dogs, sits inside 
the Mobil station on Union 
Turnpike in Glen Oaks. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PETHome of the Mutt-i-gree® Facebook.com/TheAnimalLeagueo kkkok com/T/T/ThhhheAAAniiim lllalLLLe

Like us on

Free Adoptions
Christmas Eve

Adoption Special

Free Adoptions
Christmas Eve

Adoption SpecialNorth Shore Animal League America  
Has Over 300 Unique Mixed-breed, Purebred,  
Puppies, Kittens, Dogs and Cats!

TUES DEC 24 • 9AM – 11AM
(Port Washington location only)

25 Davis Ave., Port Washington, NY

SPECIAL HOLIDAY
HOURS:

Christmas Eve: 
9 AM – 8 PM

Christmas Day: 
10 AM – 6 PM
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Decades after a chemi-
cal company involved with 
the Manhattan Project 
closed, the government has 
returned to the defunct 
Ridgewood business in an 
attempt to designate it a Su-
perfund site.

The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
announced Dec. 11 that it 
intends to place a 0.75-acre 
area near the shuttered 
Wolff-Alport Chemical Co. 
in the Superfund cleanup 
because it contains radio-
active contamination.

Wolff-Alport operated 
out of 11-27 to 11-29 Irving 
Ave. until 1954, but the 
EPA’s plan also includes 
surrounding plots on Ir-
ving Avenue and 15-14 Coo-
per Ave., where toxic waste 
has been detected.

Customers and employ-
ees at a deli, auto body shop, 
construction company, ice-
making facility and a few 
other businesses included 

in EPA’s proposal are not 
immediately in danger but 
could face elevated cancer 
risks over time, according 
to a 2012 health consulta-
tion report issued by the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services

“The EPA has taken 
steps to protect workers 
and nearby residents from 
immediate exposure to ra-
diation,” Judith Enck, a re-
gional EPA administrator, 
said. “By adding the site 
to the Superfund list, the 
EPA can continue its work 
to protect people living and 
working in the area from 
long-term exposure to ra-
diation.”

After examining the 
extent of toxic contamina-
tion in Superfund sites 
and developing a plan to 
remediate hazards, the fed-
eral government attempts 
to bill responsible parties 
for cleanup work. The EPA 
said it was unclear whether 
a company contracted to 
work for the government 

could be held accountable 
for pollution at the Ridge-
wood site. If not, the federal 
government would foot the 
bill. Either way, Superfund 
status would direct more 
money to the former Wolff-
Alport site.

Wolff-Alport, which 
was contracted to assist 
with the Manhattan Project 
on atomic bomb research, 
processed sand from the 

Belgian Congo to remove 
and sell rare elements from 
1920-54. The company dis-
posed of hazardous and 
radioactive by-products, 
including thorium and ura-
nium, by dumping them in 
the sewer until the Atomic 
Energy Commission or-
dered it to stop in 1947.

Tests conducted dur-
ing the 1970s and ’80s re-
vealed radioactive contam-

ination in buildings, soil 
and sewers near Irving and 
Cooper avenues, but the 
hazardous material did not 
exceed health guidelines at 
the time, according to the 
Health and Human Servic-
es report.

After the level of ra-
diation deemed acceptable 
changed, the city and state 
began re-examining the 
area in 2007. Results detect-
ed radioactive material at 
least 20 feet below ground 
and suggested a sewage line 
and manholes may be con-
taminated, the EPA said.

Radiation levels in 
front of 11-29 Irving Ave. 
were deemed at least 75 
times higher than on the 
average city block, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices report. The document 
concluded people who regu-
larly walk on sidewalks 
along Irving Avenue and 
workers at Los Primos 
Auto Body Shop may have 
an elevated risk of develop-

ing cancer.
Alberto Rodriguez, 

manager of Los Primos, 
said he had spent 14 years 
working at the car shop 
and was concerned about 
the contamination.

“It’s no good for the 
salud, no good,” he said, 
using the Spanish word for 
“health.”

The EPA began taking 
steps to prevent exposure 
in 2012 and has since spent 
$2 million at the site.

The agency used con-
crete to seal a hole leak-
ing radioactive gas into a 
storage unit at PS/IS 384. 
Though the school is a 
block and a half away from 
the old chemical company, 
EPA has not included it in 
the proposed Superfund 
site. The agency said recent 
tests show students and 
staff are not in danger.

The EPA staff also 
placed concrete, lead and 
steel under sidewalks and 
buildings included in the 
anticipated cleanup site.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency seeks to declare the 
former Wolff-Alport Chemical Co. in Ridgewood a Superfund site. 

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Ridgewood site should be Superfund: EPA

Michael B. Gold, M.D., P.C.
BOARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGIST

Caring for your family’s vision

Full medical, surgical & emergency care of the eye
All ages welcome. Most insurances accepted.

Saturdays and evenings available

Savoy Medical Plaza (green awning)

55-15 Little Neck Parkway  Little Neck, NY
(Little Neck Parkway at the LIE service lane)

718-352-6700
LittleNeckEyeCare.com

Season’s Greetings and Best Wishes  
for a Happy and Healthy New Year
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BUICK

Redefining The Customer Experience

Here Are The Top Ten Reasons
Why You Should Purchase & Service Your Next 

Cadillac, Buick, GMC Or Pre-Owned Vehicle From North Bay:
10. Sales - We are easily  accessible – a short drive from the Long Island Expressway, Northern State Parkway 

and Cross Island Parkway.  25 minute LIRR express train service from Great Neck Station to Penn Station.
9. Service – near the Northern Boulevard – Glen Cove Road intersection in Roslyn, NY.  Very convenient location from all points.
8. A new fleet of Cadillac courtesy loaner vehicles when bringing your Cadillac for regular or warranty service.  Courtesy loaners

available for Buick and GMC customers when warranty work is required.
7.  Beautiful state-of-the-art  showrooms and coming soon, a magnificent new service facility.
6. Our New and Pre-Owned Sales Department is open seven days a week with certified, courteous 

Sales and Internet professionals available to answer all of your questions.
5.  North Bay is and has always been one of the highest rated stores for Customer Satisfaction.  

Check out what the customers are saying on this website and DealerRater.com.
4.  Why pay a premium price?  We offer extremely aggressive pricing without sacrificing the legendary North Bay experience.
3.  New York Stateʼs largest retail Cadillac, Buick and GMC dealer with a large inventory available at all times.
2.  We never promise anything we canʼt deliver!
1.  “Redefining the customer experience”  – if you see a customer with a North Bay plate frame, 

ask them what they think of us! Our customers are our best advertisement.  

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

$159

B R A N D  N E W
2014 BUICK VERANO

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC, Power Windows, Power Doorlocks, Remote Start,
Back-up Camera, Bluetooth, Lamps, Traction Control, Cruise Control

& Much More! MSRP $24,625

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $500

BUICK

Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.
Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include  Loyalty Rebate Offer $1,000. ( GM lease vehicle must expire by 12-31-2014).  Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised.
† Cosco memebrs receive special offers & will receive a Costco $500 Gift Card.  2013 Buick: Add tax & tags. 2014 Buick GMC Due: $1,995 Down Payment plus $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. All payments include GM Owner/Competitive/Lease Conquest / Lease Loyalty Offer $500/$1,500/$2,000. Conquest Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or
newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.  GM Owner Loyalty: Must be a GM owner in the same household ’99 or newer. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 12-31-2013.

per month 39 months

BUICK

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment,
$0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit, plus
tax & tags. 10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

B R A N D  N E W
2014 CADILLAC ATS 2.5

LEASE
FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Bank Fee!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic Transmission, Power Windows, Power Locks, Bose Surround, Heated
Seats, Power Seat, Power Sunroof, Bluetooth & Much More! MSRP $35,490

Lease Loyalty Rebate $1,000
Costco Members Included†

SPECIAL OFFER:

$199

B R A N D  N E W
2014 GMC ACADIA

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC,  8 Passenger, PW, PDL, Rear Back-up
Camera, Rear Park Assist, Remote Entry, Bluetooth, 

& Much More! MSRP $35,260

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $500

per month 39 months
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The Bloomberg admin-

istration announced a five-
year contract extension for 
the East River ferry Fri-
day.

Citing the enormous 
demand for the service from 
more than 3 million riders 
since June 2011, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg said, “The 
East River ferry has been 
a huge success and demon-
strates the demand for ef-
ficient, affordable transit to 
points along the city’s wa-
terfront. We now can prom-
ise commuters and visitors 
access to these waterfront 
neighborhoods via ferry for 
the next five years, sustain-
ing an essential part of our 
administration’s transpor-
tation vision and spurring 
economic growth across 
the city.”

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) ap-
plauded the move.

“This is welcome news 

for western Queens, an area 
in dire need of better mass 
transit due to the woefully 
inadequate service on the 
7 subway line,” Gianaris 
said. “Hopefully, this step 
in the right direction will 
lead to continued attention 

to the mass transit needs of 
the growing community of 
Long Island City.”

The news was appreci-
ated at the Waterfront Crab 
House, at 203 Borden Ave. 
The seafood restaurant 
was nearly destroyed by 

flooding during Hurricane 
Sandy and owner Tony 
Mazzarella had to rebuild 
the interior from top to bot-
tom, using $500,000 of his 
personal wealth.

The ferry unloads pas-
sengers in Hunters Point 

South, just around the cor-
ner.

“It’s great news,” man-
ager Barbara Eden said. 
“I think it gives us busi-
ness and any little bit helps 
since Sandy knocked us out 
for 106 days, not that I was 
counting.”

“It’s great news for 
us, we’re definitely happy 
about it,” said Jie Whoon 
Kang, one of the founders 
of Coffeed, at 37-18 North-
ern Blvd.

Coffeed and Apiary 
Restaurant, from Manhat-
tan’s Lower East Side, are 
teaming up together to 
open an outdoor concession 
venue in Hunters Point 
South in February. The 
new venue will be called 
LIC Landing by Coffeed 
and it will be right next to 
the ferry pavilion.

“I always thought the 
ferry service would con-
tinue, but it’s really good to 
see it finalized,” Kang said.

The BillyBey Ferry Co. 

operated the initial three-
year pilot program and was 
selected for the five-year 
extension.

“The East River ferry 
has been a tremendous suc-
cess,” CEO Paul Goodman 
said. “We are very pleased 
to continue providing our 
customers with this conve-
nient, reliable ferry service 
that many have come to de-
pend on.”

Fares for passengers 
will remain $4 for a one-way 
weekday ticket, but week-
end ferry service will go 
up to $6 per ride. All ferries 
will continue to accommo-
date bikes for an additional 
dollar. There is a combined 
weekday and weekend un-
limited pass which will 
cost $160 per month.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

The East River Ferry gets a five-year extension, thrilling some Long Island City businesses. 
Photo by Evelyn Lynch

East River Ferry set to sail for fi ve more years

SPA  &  HAIR  SALON

HAIRDRESSER WANTED

SPECTACULAR BEAUTY NIGHTS!
SPECIAL PRICING

7pm-12Midnight Tuesday-Saturday
Keratin Treatment $99*

European Hair Color $35*
Japanese Straightening $99*

*by appointment only

HOLIDAY SPECIALS
Special Pricing

9am-7pm Tuesday-Saturday
9am-6pm Sunday

Wash and Blow Dry $20*
Haircut with Blow Dry $30*

Perm with Cut and Blow Dry $75*
European Hair Color Touch-up $35*

1 ½ Hour Facial $50
1 Hour Massage $50

Cavi-Lipo Cellulite Treatment**
*with selected hairdresser only

**the most advanced ultrasound system

OPEN 6 DAYS  Tue-Sat: 9am-7pm  (7pm-12midnight by appointment only)  Sun: 9am-6pm

718.767.8655
152-67 10th Avenue 

Whitestone, NY 11357

In Mall Area 
Plenty of FREE PARKING 

Next to Waldbaum’s
Gift Certifi cates Available!
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MOUNT ST. MARY, AND 

HOLY CROSS CEMETERIES, 
MERRY CHRISTMAS

www.ccbklyn.org

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed 
to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, 
decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived 
in her. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfi ll what the Lord had said through the prophet:  

‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel.’

Which means ‘God is with us.”
When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife 
into his home.  He had no relations with her until she bore a son, and he named him Jesus

Matthew 1:18-25
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Redeemer Luther Church in Bayside held its annu-
al Living Nativity, a performance depicting the birth of 
Jesus Christ, over the weekend on the church’s lawn, at 
36-01 Bell Blvd. Dozens of people gathered Sunday night 
to watch the event, which featured a donkey and other 
farm animals.

A young girl portraying the angel, Gabriel, ap-
pears to Annette Leroux, who plays Mary, in the 
Living Nativity. Photo by Christina Santucci

Christmas story told 
by church’s Nativity

Dr Paul Im, D.D.S
specializing in dental implants

252-20 Northern Blvd., Suite 200, Little Neck, NY 11362 718-224-9453

“Premium care with a gentle touch” 

Autumn specials 
Implant Full Package

Autumn Special 25% Off 
Complete Exam, X-ray, and
Scaling only $80 for new
non-insured patients

Annette Leroux and Richard Schaefer depict 
Jesus’ parents Mary and Joseph at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church. Photo by Christina Santucci

Participants in Redeemer Lutheran Church’s annual Living Nativity surround a manger at the conclu-
sion of the performance.  Photo by Christina Santucci

A choir of angels is positioned on the Bayside church’s roof.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

Men portraying the three wise men make their 
way across the lawn on Bell Boulevard.  

Photo by Christina Santucci



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, D
EC. 20-26, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
25

BT

215-03 Horace Harding Expwy.
Bayside, New York

(718) 224-4344

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

Open Mon., 
Tues., Wed.,

Fri. 9AM-7PM,Thurs. 9AM-8PM, Sat. 9AM-6PM,Sun. 11AM-4PMDelivery & Installation Available.
Financing For 

Qualified Buyers.

Thank You To Our
Customers and 
the Boro of Queens!

-Bob Coccia’s 
Appliance Center!

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The focus on unsafe 

traffic patterns on bridges 
emptying into Long Island 
City has shifted from the 
Queensboro to the Pulaski 
bridge.

One week after NYPD 
Officer Elisa Toro crashed 
and died on a notorious 
off ramp in Queens Plaza 
South, City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) warned of dan-
ger at the other end of Hunt-
ers Point.

Van Bramer called 
on the city Department of 
Transportation to install 
crosswalks and additional 
signage along 49th Avenue, 
where the Pulaski Bridge 
empties into Jackson Av-
enue. The area is known for 
speeding vehicles coming 
off the bridge and using the 
side streets as shortcuts to 
the Queens-Midtown Tun-
nel.

At a Monday morn-
ing press conference at the 

LHaus Condominium, at 
11-02 49th Ave., Van Bram-
er said, “This is one of the 
most heavily used bridges 
connecting Brooklyn and 
Queens, cars and trucks 
come off the bridge and use 
the side streets, putting 
lives at risk.”

He said two large resi-
dential building are at the 
intersection adjacent to the 
off ramp and according to 
residents the heavily traf-
ficked corner continues to 
suffer from an alarming 

number of vehicular colli-
sions.

Van Bramer ap-
proached the DOT in No-
vember 2012 and requested 
that the agency study the 
intersection for crosswalks 
and traffic control mea-
sures. The DOT responded 
earlier this year that chang-
es were not necessary. 

“I will never under-
stand why the DOT fails to 
act before a tragedy occurs, 
before we implement traf-
fic safety measures,” Van 

Bramer said. 
“The residents of 

LHaus Condominium have 
been requesting the New 
York City Department of 
Transportation to provide 
traffic signage at 49th Av-
enue and 11th Street,” said 
Greg Smith, president of 
the LHaus board of manag-
ers. “Vehicles are allowed 
to speed, without stopping, 
coming off the Pulaski 
Bridge onto 49th Avenue. 
This creates an extremely 
dangerous intersection due 

to the lack of clear cross-
walk markings and stop 
signs or signals. As a build-
ing with 123 units with 
over 40 young children, it 
is imperative for this mat-
ter to be addressed imme-
diately.”

LHaus resident Miguel 
Gonzales, a father of one 
child with another on the 
way, said, “To cross the 
intersection with a toddler 
is very difficult. I’ve been 
here for four years and 
have never seen an effort to 
make things safer.”

DOT spokesman Nich-

olas Mosquera said, “The 
agency will be studying the 
Hunters Point area for a 
future capital project that 
will be designed to enhance 
safety and improve mobil-
ity for this growing area. In 
the short term, the agency 
is taking a look at signage 
in the area.”

Van Bramer said, “The 
DOT looked at the area and 
said everything’s fine, but I 
see a clear and present dan-
ger to children in the build-
ings around this neighbor-
hood.”

Vehicles speed off the Pulaski Bridge into an intersection lacking crosswalks and putting pedestrians 
at risk. Photo by Bill Parry

Councilman warns of danger at Pulaski Bridge

THE GREATER WHITESTONE 
TAXPAYERS 

CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC.

 
The Officers and Board of Directors 
of the Greater Whitestone Taxpayers 
Civic Association wishes everyone 

Peace, Love & Joy 

this holiday season, 
and throughout the year.

ASIA BANK, N. A.

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
Owner-occupied and investment properties

Repayment terms to 25 years

Other Secured Business Loan Products Also Available

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR CREDIT SOLUTION!!!

LOAN CENTER 
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  

 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com

www.asiabank-na.com 

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (r.) meets with residents upset 
over Pulaski Bridge traffic.  Photo by Bill Parry
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LATE PAGE

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A trial is set to begin 

next month for the New 
Jersey man accused of 
conspiring with the Forest 
Hills “Cannibal Cop” and 
two others snagged in the 
FBI investigation.

Federal prosecutors 
will attempt to show that 
Michael Van Hise, Robert 
Asch and Richard Meltz 
plotted to kidnap and rape 
several of Van Hise’s female 
family members as well as 
an undercover FBI agent 
during a trial in Manhat-
tan federal court scheduled 
to begin Jan. 27. 

Van Hise, who lives in 
Hamilton, N.J., was arrest-
ed in January on charges 
he allegedly offered to pay 
Forest Hills NYPD officer 
Gilberto Valle $5,000 to kid-
nap and deliver a Manhat-
tan woman Van Hise want-
ed to rape and murder.

Asch is a former li-
brarian at Stuyvesant High 
School in Manhattan and 

Meltz is chief of police at 
the Bedford Veterans Ad-
ministration Medical Cen-
ter in Massachusetts. All 
three men were indicted 
on kidnapping conspiracy 
charges. Asch was also 
charged with possessing 
child pornography.

Valle’s arrest and trial 
made for spectacular head-
lines as the details of the 

alleged plot — including 
meticulous files compiled 
on his purported targets, 
visits to shocking fetish 
websites and Internet chats 
reveling in the desire to 
consume human flesh — 
were made public.

During the trial his at-
torneys argued that Valle 
was simply indulging in 
fantasy role play and had 

no intention of ever acting 
on the twisted plots, but 
a jury nevertheless found 
him guilty in March of the 
kidnapping conspiracy as 
well as accessing a restrict-
ed federal database to find 
information on his poten-
tial victims.

The former NYPD po-
lice officer is facing life in 
prison, although he has not 

been sentenced as his at-
torneys have moved to have 
the ruling vacated and have 
requested a new trial.

Prosecutors, mean-
while, said that while the 
FBI was investigating 
Valle’s Internet chats with 
Van Hise, they discovered 
the New Jersey man had 
allegedly been chatting 
with two others in a plot to 

act out vulgar perversions 
against his family mem-
bers.

“The FBI met with Van 
Hise, who told agents that 
he had been communicat-
ing with individuals later 
identified as Christopher 
Robert Asch and Richard 
Meltz about kidnapping, 
raping and murdering his 
wife, sister-in-law and her 
minor children,” U.S. At-
torney Preet Bharara wrote 
in court documents.

“While Van Hise origi-
nally attempted to cooper-
ate with law enforcement, 
this cooperation was ulti-
mately unsuccessful, for a 
number of reasons, includ-
ing his false claims that 
he was working with New 
Jersey enforcement offi-
cers in investigating Asch 
and Meltz,” the prosecutor 
wrote.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The trial for Gilberto Valle’s (pictured) alleged kidnapping co-con-
spirator is scheduled to begin next month.

Three more men face trial in ‘Cannibal Cop’ probe 
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Catch the
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

at
The Congregational Church.

We have angels,
 shepherds,
  sheep,

and a place for you this Christmas.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

December 24
                           5PM Children’s Christmas Pageant

                           and Family Service
                            10:30 PM Candlelight Harp

                            and Organ Prelude
                       11 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

The Congregational Church of
Manhasset (UCC)

1845 Northern Blvd. (Across from the Americana)

516-627-4911
www.uccmanhasset.org

Ministers: Jimmy Only and Lori Burgess

Our Residential Mortgage Program 
Helps You Achieve Your Dream 

� Bank’s Direct Lending  

� Choice of fixed-Rate Loan Terms 

� Rate Lock-In Option 

� Simplified Application Process 

� Competitive Services and Rates 

- Contact our local branches for more details - 

 Canal Street Branch:      202 Canal Street, New York, NY 10013       Tel : (212) 238-8208 
 

 Brooklyn Branch:            5714 8th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220         Tel : (718) 210-0508 
 

 Flushing Branch:             3902 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11354         Tel : (347) 905-9772 

Website: www.icbc-us.com                          Email: info@us.icbc.com.cn 

A police sketch shows Forest Hills Police Officer Gilberto Valle 
during his conspiracy to kidnap trial earlier this year. The trlal of 
Valle’s alleged conspirator and two others is scheduled to begin 
next month. AP Photo/Elizabeth Williams
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Most Insurance & Union Plans Accepted

Eye Exam & 
2 Boxes 
Colored 
Contacts 

$99$59
DISPOSABLE CONTACTS 

Include: EYE EXAM, 
2 BOXES OF LENSES

USE YOUR 
FLEXIBLE SPENDING 

WITH US
GIFT CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

DOCTOR 
AVAILABLE 

7 DAYS A WEEK
www.cohensfashionoptical.com

BAY TERRACE SHOPPING CENTER
211-51 26th Avenue, Bayside

718-631-3699

$59
2 pairs of Eyeglasses 

Includes: EYE EXAM, 2 BOXES OF LENSES, 

FRAMES & LENSES 

$100 OFF 
PRESCRIPTION GLASSES 
PLUS FREE DESIGNER

SUNGLASSES FROM 
SELECT GROUP 

All Clearance Items Are Final.
Some Restrictions Apply. See Store For Details. 

In Stock Items Only. Offer ends 12/31/13 BT

Some Restrictions Apply. See Store For Details. 
In Stock Items Only. Offer ends 12/31/13 BT

DESIGNER SUNGLASSES 
STARTING AT

$49.00

Select frames with clear plastic, single vision lenses +/-4 sph,2 cyt

Not valid with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. must 

present prior to purchase. Offer valid at this location only. Some 

restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Offer ends 12/31/13 BT

Select colors to choose from . In-Stock items 
only. See Store for details. 
Offer ends 12/31/13 BT

NO-LINE 
BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES 
Includes: Eye Exam, No-Line 

Bifocal Lenses & Frame
Select frames with clear plastic single version lenses 
+/-4 sph, 2 cyt. Up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to 

purchase. Offer valid at this location only. 
Offer ends 12/31/13 BT

$59

Contact Lenses fi tting additional, Clear soft 
contacts. Brand clearspherical lenses. Not 
valid with any other offers, sales, vision plans 
or packages. Must present, prior to purchase. 
Offer ends 12/31/13   BT set this code in every 
box offer on ad. Other changes on attached BT

WE ARE 
A GVS & DAVIS 

VISION PROVIDER
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Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Nat Valentine
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BTAff ordable Dental Care
For you and your entire family!

We’re Making Excellence in Dentistry Aff ordable For You!

www.FamilyDentistryNY.com

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
 Bellmore

516.781.9700

43-07 214th Place
Bayside

718.225.0515

Dental Services
Preventative Dentistry  Periodontics 

Restorative  Implants 
Endodontics  Orthodontics

Please Inquire About Services Not Listed Here. 
Financing Available.

 Pediatric Dentistry
 Braces-Invisalign

 Oral Surgery
 Periodontal Therapy

 Root Canal
 Implants
 Dentures

 Mercury-Free Tooth Colored Fillings
 Metal-Free Crowns
 Porcelain Veneers

 Nitrous Oxide Anesthesia
 Sedation Dentistry

 Laser Dentistry
 Velscope Vx (Oral Cancer Exams)

 Intra-Oral Camera
 Evening & Saturday Appointments

 24-Hour Emergency Services 
888.228.0687

Our Bayside offi  ce is conveniently 
located one block north of Northern 

Boulevard and one block east of 
Bell Boulevard.

SMILES HAPPEN HERE
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604

SEASON!SEASON!
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A pair of borough 
schools will receive $25,000 
each to help turn out 
Queens’ future leaders in 
the aviation industry.

The city’s hometown 
airline announced Tuesday 
it will dole out the grants 
to Aviation High School 
in Long Island City and 
the City University of New 
York’s Aviation Institute 
at York College in Jamaica 
through the newly created 
JetBlue Foundation.

“The sky is literally 
the limit for aviation stu-
dents,” said Joanna Ger-
aghty, president of the 
foundation’s board of di-
rectors. “Through the Jet-
Blue Foundation, we will 
continue our efforts to put 
aviation on the map as a ca-
reer choice for students of 
all ages and backgrounds. 
As a leader in the aviation 
space, we believe it is our 

responsibility to give back 
by making an investment 
in the future of this indus-
try.”

Aviation High — the 
country’s largest public, 
aeronautical high school 
— will use its grant to start 
a welding program that 
helps students planning to 
become a Federal Aviation 
Administration-certified 
maintenance technician.

JetBlue said more than 
80 of its current technicians 
got their start at the high 
school, which it partners 
with to provide mentoring 
and internships.

York’s Aviation Insti-
tute will use the grant to 
develop the curriculum for 
an FAA-approved certifica-
tion program for aircraft 
dispatchers, which will be 
the first of its kind at a pub-

lic school in New York.
JetBlue said it is par-

ticularly interested in 
steering more women into 
the science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics 
fields.“Inspiration starts 
here. Encouraging educa-
tion in Science Technology 
Engineering Mathematics 
and advocating for the fu-
ture of aviation is how we 
will make a difference for 
our industry,” said Robin 
Hayes, the foundation’s 
executive director. “These 
are the areas where we 
need more passion and 
focus to carry our indus-
try forward. In addition to 
grants, we will provide avi-
ation-focused educational 
programs with in-kind sup-
port and our crew members 
will volunteer to make a 
difference among the next 
generation of aviators.”

JetBlue was official-
ly branded “New York’s 
Hometown Airline” as part 

of a deal put together by the 
city Economic Development 
Corp. when the company 
was considering moving its 
headquarters from Forest 
Hills to Florida in 2009. As 
part of the deal, which in-
cluded $7 million in tax ex-
emptions, JetBlue relocated 
to its current headquarters 
in Long Island City in 2012.

It has since continued 
to invest millions in its ter-

minal at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport.

In addition to the two 
borough schools, a Florida 
nonprofit will also receive 
a $25,000 grant to purchase 
tools and educational mate-
rials for students.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

York College President Marcia Keizs (l.) accepts a $25,000 grant 
from the JetBlue Foundation. Photo courtesy JetBlue Airways

JetBlue Foundation gives $50,000 to two boro schools
York College institute, Aviation HS will use grants to help educate Queens’ future leaders in fl ight

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Cupcakes celebrate the launch of the JetBlue Foundation at 
a ceremony at John F. Kennedy International Airport. 

Photo courtesy JetBlue Airways
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Police officers from 
several NYPD units, in-
cluding Emergency Service 
Unit 10, the Brookyln War-
rant Squad, Mounted police, 
K-9 officers and Highway 
Patrol, visited St. Mary’s 
Healthcare System for 
Children in Bayside Tues-
day afternoon to drop off 
donations from their holi-
day drive.

<< MISSING! >>
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Calvary Continuity of Care
Karen

TIMES LEDGER
1/2 pg, BW (9.75 x 5.375)

Issues: 9-6-13, 9-13-13, 9-20-13, 9-27-13
Job #: CH-P-2013-048

 Nunziata Advertising 
914.490.2002

8-12-13

The Calvary@Home Nurse.
The same world-renowned compassion and care

right in your very own home.
Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most important 
decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a century, Calvary 
Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain management and 
emotional comfort to patients suffering from advanced cancer and other 
chronic and acute terminal illnesses. The same Calvary discipline of 
unique compassion and care is also provided by our home care and 
hospice teams right in your very own home or select nursing homes. It’s 
called Calvary@Home. Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home 
is considered one of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for 
your patient, but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s 
another reason why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life 
Continues. Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

tient Services

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org

Officers from the Brooklyn Warrant Squad join McGruff and Panko, the police horse, with Linda and Aldo, residents of St. Mary’s. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Police bring holiday cheer to St. Mary’s
Police officers from several NYPD units, including Emergency Service Unit 10, the Brookyln Warrant Squad, 

Mounted police, K-9 officers and Highway Patrol, visited St. Mary’s Healthcare System for Children in Bayside Tuesday 
afternoon to drop off donations from their holiday drive.

St. Mary’s resident Frankie (r.) gets a closer look at Police Officer 
John O’Connor’s sidekick, Wyatt. Photo by Christina Santucci

Youngster Negen tries on a police vest outside St. Mary’s. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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COUNCIL MEMBER 

PETER KOO
District 20

Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas
and a Happy and Healthy New Year.

135-27 38 Ave, Suite 388
Flushing, NY 11354

phone: 718-888-8747 • email: pkoo@council.nyc.gov

Paid for by Friends for Peter Koo

What Do You Do When You Need A Doctor??

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans, All United Health Plans 
except Community, All Oxford Plans except Mosaic Plan 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, 
HIP, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet, Guardian, 

Magnacare, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include
 Treatment Of Cuts  Burns  Abscesses 

 Orthopedic Care of Sprains  Fractures  Sports & Work Injuries 
 X-Rays  Suturing  Splinting And Much More

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

www.fi rstmedny.com

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

FIRST+MED 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL CARE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

By Rich Bockmann

The borough’s district attorney said 
three juries returned guilty verdicts in 
three separate murder cases within hours 
of each other earlier this month — a first 
in his memory.

“Yesterday was truly a great day for 
the people of New York — and especially 
for the people of Queens County — who 
can feel secure that these defendants are 
now behind bars and facing lengthy prison 
terms,” District Attorney Richard Brown 
said Dec. 6. “I can’t remember a day when 
so many juries have spoken so loudly, so 
clearly and in unison about their abhor-
rence for the senseless killing of other hu-
man beings.”

In the first case, a Supreme Court jury 
found 36-year-old Damel Burton guilty of 
murdering a man in his apartment at the 
Baisley Park Houses in South Jamaica 
and then walking onto a city bus where he 
senselessly opened fire on riders, the DA 
said.

On Dec. 2, 2011, Burton shot Keith 
Murrell in his chest inside his apartment, 
Brown said. Murrell ran into his room, 
closed the door and jumped out his sec-
ond-story window to a grassy area below. 
Brown said he was pronounced dead at Ja-
maica Hospital later that day.

According to testimony from his four-
week trial, Burton then climbed onto the 
Q111 bus and fatally shot Marvin Gilkes 
in the back of the head, the DA said and 
opened fire on a third victim who had to 
undergo surgery for the gunshot wound to 
his mouth and face.

Brown said Burton faces up to 50 years 
to life in prison at his sentencing, sched-
uled for Dec. 19.

A jury in the Queens Supreme Court 
house that day also found Muhammad 
Iqbal, a 49-year-old Brooklyn resident, 
guilty of killing his girlfriend and dump-
ing her body near the Montefiore Cemetery 
in Cambria Heights.

Brown said Iqbal got into a fight with 
his girlfriend, Khadija Mahel, one after-
noon in April 2010 and strangled her with 
an extension cord. The next night her 

wrapped her body in a carpet and drove to 
228th Street and Francis Lewis Boulevard, 
where he dumped her body, the district at-
torney said.

He was found guilty after a three-week 
trial and faces up to 25 years to life in pris-
on at his sentencing, set for Jan. 22.

In the third case, a jury of Kereim 
Richardson’s peers found him guilty of 
shooting two men he was playing dice with 
in the back room of a South Richmond Hill 
barber shop, killing one of them, Brown 
said.

Some time after midnight Dec. 29, 
2010, witnesses saw Richardson, 34, walk 
into the Liberty Avenue shop’s bathroom 
with Gary Bowlin, the DA said.

Shots were fired and Bowlin fell to the 
floor with gunshot wounds to his head and 
torso. One of the dice players then grabbed 
Richardson and the two got into a scuffle. 
Richardson then shot the man twice, once 
in the nose, Brown said.

He faces up to 25 years to life in prison 
at his sentencing, scheduled for Jan. 6.

Reach reporter Rich Bockmann by e-
mail at rbockmann@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4574.

Marvin Gilkes’ niece Shelly holds a photo of him.

Three guilty of murder 
in borough on same day

Steven S. Zedlovich, 69
Steven S. Zedlovich, 69, a resident of Hopewell Junction, N.Y., for five years and formerly of Whitestone, died 

Dec. 14 at his home.
Born in Whitestone Dec. 25, 1943, to Stephen and Anna Keblish Zedlovich. he worked in maintenance for Vil-

lage Park Association and Zed Realty in Whitestone for 35 years until his retirement in 1996. He was a member of St. 
Gregory Orthodox Church in Wappingers Falls, N.Y.

On Feb. 23, 1969, in Flushing, Zedlovich married Maria Chahalis, who he is survived by. He is also leaves two 
daughters and their husbands, six grandchildren and a brother.

Memorial donations may be made to the American Heart Association. For online condolences and memorial 
donations, please visit Steven’s Book of Memories at mchoulfuneralhome.com.
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By Sarina Trangle

State Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) responded to the 
city’s decision to push for 
a controversial homeless 
shelter in Glendale by chas-
tising the city Department 
of Homeless Services for 
failing to stem the need for 
such facilities.

Hevesi said data show-
ing that the economic crisis 
has stranded more families 
in shelters for longer peri-
ods of time suggests that 
DHS’s approach would lead 
to another dead end for the 
125 families it proposes put-
ting in a temporary hous-
ing facility, at 78-16 Cooper 
Ave.

“DHS by its own admis-
sion has been unsuccessful 
in fulfilling one of its core 
missions,” Hevesi said of 
the department’s goal to 
move families into perma-
nent housing. “It does not 
stand that just continually 
to add facilities, as DHS is 

proposing in this case, will 
automatically decrease the 
length of stay for families 
in need.”

The assemblyman was 
among a dozen people who 
testified against Samari-
tan Village’s bid to create 
and run a 125-family home-
less shelter for five years 
during the mayor’s Office 
of Contract Service hear-
ing in Manhattan Dec. 12. 
Agencies are required to 
hold such a forum to solicit 
public feedback on con-
tracts of $100,000 or more.

A preliminary draft 
of the contract notes that 
Samaritan Village must 
maintain a 95 percent occu-
pancy rate and fill vacated 
rooms within 24 hours. 
DHS would pay Samaritan 
Village up to $115.33 daily 
per occupied room.

Elected officials and 
neighbors railed against 
the city’s plan to spend up 
to $27.5 million, transform-
ing a vacant sewing mill 
and airplane part manu-

facturing factory into a 
shelter and operating it for 
five years. They argued 
that putting money into a 
residential building closer 
to subway lines, service 
providers and jobs would 
be a wiser investment. The 
Cooper Avenue building is 
about 1.3 miles from the M 
train.

Others had more per-
sonal concerns. Katharina 
Voudouris said the shelter 
would drag down the qual-
ity of life in Glendale.

“I work very long 

hours and very hard to af-
ford a home in Glendale,” 
Voudouris said. “We’re con-
cerned about our property 
values.”

Mark Pearson, a mem-
ber of the 104th Precinct’s 
Civilian Observation Pa-
trol, said the influx of 
people would overwhelm a 
neighborhood filled with 
mostly one-to-two-family 
homes and an overcrowded 
school district.

“Where are these 
children going to go?” said 
Pearson, whose son has 

35 students in his class. 
“There are already 30-plus 
children per class in a ma-
jority of these schools.”

Many said they were 
nervous that the shelter, 
which is about a third of 
a mile from IS 119, would 
bring sex offenders near 
children.

Shelters cannot legally 
inquire about residents’ 
criminal backgrounds, but 
Lisa Black, assistant com-
missioner of government 
and community relations 
for DHS, said it is rare for 
family shelters to house sex 
offenders.

About 30 registered sex 
offenders live within ZIP 
code 11385, which includes 
Glendale, according to the 
state Division of Criminal 
Justice Services.

Community Board 
5 District Manager Gary 
Giordano said the board 
unanimously voted to op-
pose the shelter and was 
outraged that it was noti-
fied about the Dec. 12 pub-

lic hearing by being carbon 
copied on an e-mail between 
the mayor’s office and DHS 
after business hours Dec. 6.

Black said Samaritan 
Village, a Health and Hu-
man Services organization 
based in Briarwood, at-
tempted to discuss its plans 
with the community board 
by faxing a letter to the or-
ganization in August.

DHS said many of the 
community’s concerns 
were premature because 
the department would treat 
the $27.5 million as the cap 
in price negotiations with 
Samaritan Village. If the 
department and nonprofit 
reach an agreement, the 
city would invest money 
in studies gauging how the 
shelter would affect the en-
vironment and infrastruc-
ture. DHS would present 
the contract to the comp-
troller for approval if such 
tests show a transitional 
housing facility could func-
tion at that location.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo criticizes the city’s plan to operate a 
125-family homeless shelter in Glendale. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Glendale residents decry homeless shelter plan

Continued on Page 54
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

In late-September as 
many people are trying to 
squeeze another drop out 
of a waning summer, Lori 
Barber is already dream-
ing of a white Christmas.

It’s not that the Asto-
ria resident wants to rush 
the season, but she is anx-
ious to get back to work as 
a Rockette in the Radio 
City Christmas Spectacu-
lar. 

“I love the audience 
and seeing the smiling fac-
es,” Barber said. “It’s in-
toxicating. You can do 18 
shows a week in a theater 
that holds 6,000 people, 
and it never gets old.

Now in her 10th sea-
son with the Rockettes, 
Barber relishes her time 
spent on stage in the icon-
ic New York show that’s 
been running since 1933.

Barber, who grew 
up in Uniontown, Pa. — 
about 45 miles southeast 
of Pittsburgh — started 
dancing not long after 
she could walk. When 
she was 3, her mother 
signed her up for a 
baby ballet class, and 
she hasn’t stopped 
moving since. 

About 13 years 
ago, after studying 

at the Conservatory of 
Performing Arts at Point 
Park University in Pitts-
burgh, Barber packed up 
and headed to New York 
City. As she continued to 
study and settle into her 
new home, Barber hit the 
audition circuit. 

She remembers the 
first time she took the 
subway from Astoria and 
showed up for a tryout at 
Radio City Music Hall, 

where the line of hopefuls 
snaked around the build-
ing and down the block. 

“It was pretty intimi-
dating,” Barber said. “The 
year I auditioned there were 
400 girls auditioning.”

After the final kick-
line, Barber had secured a 
spot in one cast of 36 danc-
ers. She was one of four 
new performers that year. 

Although the Christ-
Continued on Page 42

Astoria resident Lori Barber has been a member of the 
Rockettes for 10 years. One of Barber’s favorite numbers in 
the Christmas Spectacular is the “Parade of the Wooden 
Soldiers.” Photos courtesy MSG Entertainment

 Arts & Entertainment 41  Crossword Puzzle 42  Guide to Dining 50

ASTORIA’S 

ROCKETTE 
STEPS INTO THE SEASON

Lori Barber celebrates 10 years as member
of the world’s most famous dance company
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

They could have gone any-
where, after the adulation their 
previous ventures received, but 
Hugue Dufour and Sarah Obrai-
tis stayed loyal to Queens.  

Their original rundown 
diner may have been just what 
they were looking for at the time.  
Their next American enterprise 
(the pair are French Canadian), 
Dinette, the café at MoMA PS1, 
may have been an opportunity 
that presented itself.  But as the 
darlings of this town’s gastro-
geeks, they could have moved 
their new steakhouse anywhere, 
including across the river.  But 
we are delighted to say they chose 
to stay in Long Island City, un-
less getting away is what they’re 
building a catamaran in the adja-
cent lot for.  

M. Wells Steakhouse’s just 
oozes cachet.  The first telltale 
sign is that there is no sign, un-
less you count the one that says 
“Collision Inc. Body Shop—Spe-
cializing In Foreign & Domestic 

Cars.”  You enter the re-purposed 
garage through a small courtyard 
on the side.  The industrial chic 
interior manages to be appealing, 
even with its many metal rolling 
garage doors left in place.  The 
ceiling is wallpapered in a showy 
pattern, enhancing several pre-
existing skylights.  The gorgeous 
open kitchen inspires longing in 
all chef wannabes.  The bar area 
boasts a tankful of trout waiting 
to be sacrificed for your dining 
pleasure.

The menu, while possibly not 
as playful as M. Wells’ earlier en-
deavors, still exemplifies Dufour’s 
iconic approach to gastronomy.  
The dogs of Queens must be howl-
ing in protest that he’s making 
bones such a sought after com-
modity, because marrow appears 
not only in his signature escar-
got and marrow dish, but is also 
included in an otherwise classic 
French onion soup, not to men-
tion the bone-in burger.  There is 
a wine list that is both prodigious 
and pricey, and a sommelier to 
help you decipher it.  The menu 

is mix and match, and you could 
as easily put together a satisfying 

meal from the raw bar, with the 
apps and sides going traditional.  

The edgy stuff is balanced with 
the familiar.

Geoduck, from the raw bar 
was served “peacock style.”  Im-
possibly thin slices of the bivalve 
fanned out in a semicircle with a 
corresponding fan of watermel-
on radish slices completing the 
circle.  A dollop of green tomato 
chutney loaded with coriander, 
added flavor to the bland silki-
ness of the mollusk and formed 
the body of the peacock.  This 
dish embodied the Japanese sen-
sibility of eating with your eyes 
as well as your mouth.

The onion soup was every-
thing French onion soup should 
be, and more.  The more was the 
marrow bone planted in the cen-
ter with a miniature spoon for 
scooping the goodness.  The lob-
ster roll was generous, delicious, 
and well-priced ($16) for what it 
was.  

The Caesar salad was work-
manlike, but surprisingly ordi-
nary for this venue.  The gnocchi, 
on the other hand, had a surprise 

Newest link in the M. Wells chain shines in LIC
Hugue Dufour and Sarah Obraitis bring culinary cachet to latest steak house venture in Queens

Slices of the large clam, geoduck, are served peacock style with watermelon 
radishes and chutney at M. Wells Steakhouse in LIC. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 49
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Winter Snow Globes — As part 
of Alley Pond’s Scientifi cally 
Speaking series, join an 
interactive workshop on the 
history of snow globes and 
learn how they work. You’ll 
even create your own globe.
When: Saturday, Dec. 21, from 1 
pm to 3 pm
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $24/per person, pre-
registration is required
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Christmas Workshop: Season of 
Giving — Create Christmas wreaths 
with fabrics, beads and ribbons, 
which will then be donated to 
senior centers in Queens. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 21, at 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Kwanzaa Workshop: African 
Adornment — Experts talk 
about the importance of 
dress and personal style 
as manifest in the Kwanzaa 
principle of Kujichagulia or Self-
determination.
When: Saturday, Dec. 21, at 3 
pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Holiday Open House — Tour 
the decorated farmhouse, join 
craft activities for children and 
sip mulled cider.
When: Thursday, Dec. 26; 
Friday, Dec. 27 and Saturday, 
Dec. 28, from Noon to 4 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 347-3276, ext. 304

MUSIC

Winter Holiday Jazz Concert 
— The David Leonhardt Trio 
presents a concert of holiday 
classics with a jazz beat. 

When: Friday, Dec. 20, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/adults, $10/members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Holiday Concert — Celebrate 
the holiday season with the 
Oratorio Society of Queens 
annual holiday concert 
featuring excerpts from 
Handel’s “Messiah.” Sing-
along to Christmas carols and 
Chanukah favorites. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 21, at 4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $30/general, $25/seniors 
and students, $10/children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.QueensOratorio.
org

Noel; A Night of Everlasting 
Love — The Joint Choirs of Ignis 
Angelicus, The Sacred Music 
Chorale, The Most Precious 
Blood Parish Choir and the 
Broadway Blockbusters Co. 
present the story of the fi rst 
Christmas. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 22 at 3 pm 
and 7 pm with a special holiday 
dinner at 4:30 pm
Where: Douglaston Immaculate 
Conception Center Theater, 
7200-7250 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: $25/general, $35/VIP 
reserved, $30 additional for 
dinner and show
Website: www.
thejosephinefoundation.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the 
Bread and Puppet Theater, has 
been chosen for the Queens 
Museum fi rst solo exhibition. 
The show consists of two large-
scale immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30, 2014
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Longitude, Latitude, Attitude 

— A photography exhibit by 
Maureen McTigue and John 
Rennhack exploring sites from 
around the world. 
When: Through December; 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
10 am - 4 pm;
Where: The Poppenhusen 
Institute, 114-04 14th Road, 
College Point
Contact: (718) 358-6322
Website: www.
poppenhuseninstitute.org

Flushing Creek into Bowery 
Bay, Selections from the Islands 
of New York — This exhibit 
features photographs by Fulbright 
Fellow Accra Shepp exploring the 
waterways of the City. 
When: Through Jan. 12, 2014, 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $5/suggested admission, 
Free/members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Isamu Noguchi/Qi Baishi/
Beijing 1930 — This exhibition 
marks the fi rst time Noguchi’s 
fi gurative ink scrolls have been 
displayed alongside works 
by the master ink painter, Qi 
Baishi, whom Noguchi studied 
with in 1930 Beijing. 
When: Through Jan. 26, 2014
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children and 
museum members
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Mike Kelley — MoMA PS1 turns 
its entire building into an 
exhibition of Kelley’s innovative 
work that incorporates 
American popular culture in 
pieces using both modernist 
and alternative traditions. 
When: Through Feb. 2, 2014
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children 
under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

2013 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
presents 15 new commissions 
that respond to the park’s 
unique waterfront, urban 
environment with conceptual 
and formal artworks that are 
visually compelling, mysterious 
and provocative. 
When:  Through March 31, 2014
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

11-01 43rd Ave., LIC, NY 11101
Phone: 212-319-7000
Email: events@zhotelny.com
WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE SPECIAL

$125*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight 
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format
$39.95* * for open bar only

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE COUPLES PACKAGE

$545*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format

PRIORITY SEATING FOR BOTTLE SERVICE
Please contact Z NYC Hotel for pricing 

After midnight, admission will be $30 per person.
Cocktail Attire is required! No jeans or sneakers. Dress code will be enforced.

*plus tax and service per person
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5. Post-workout words
6. Become apparent
7. 1980 NFL MVP
8. A shirt tag may tickle it
9. "Thanks, but I already ___"
10. Forgave
11. Canadian stone
12. Colorado ski city
13. Chinese food request
18. Swing-set set
22. "I get it now!"
23. Use TurboTax
24. "You have __ in the matter!"
25. Cemetary stone
26. ___ in a blue moon
28. Type of paint
29. M.D.'s who may cure snoring
31. Aborted, at NASA
33. 2008 Beijing Olympics mascot

Across
1. Pop icon?
6. "No prob!"
11. 1/24 case
14. Milk top, once
15. Cowboy's lasso
16. GI's entertainer
17. Lake Stone
19. Tach measure
20. "Gotcha!"
21. Distributes
23. Prepare to fight!
26. Sounding wowed
27. Compels
28. John, Sean or Julian
30. Writer Dinesen
31. Sportscaster Jim
32. 3.14 or 4.0
35. Little john?
36. Like Dalmatians
38. '60s battleground
39. Storm center
40. Congress staffers
41. "Molto ___!"
42. Antacid brand
44. Makes into confetti
46. Where spirits meet?
48. Central New York tribe
49. ___ blanche
50. Newborn
52. Boat with a double standard?
53. DPW's stone
58. 1 or 66: Abbr.
59. Not worth ___
60. Give right of way
61. Word on a gift tag
62. "Ransom" actress Rene
63. Daggers of yore

Down
1. Angel dust, briefly
2. Ending for ranch or canyon
3. Author
4. Schlemiel

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63
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By Ed Canty

Etched in Stone

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

C E D A R F L O W S P H D
A M U S E R E L E T E E R
R U B Y T U E S D A Y A G O

L I N T S S P A R E S
P L E U R A R E T E L L S
H A M M E R R E L I S H
A T E S M E A R C O A T S
S E R F S A T U P P R O W
E X A L T T E N E T B A A

L A R D E R A R G O S Y
S U D S I E R H E A R T S
A N C H O R A T E A M
U S I D I A M O N D B A C K
L E T E D W I N E L O P E
T R Y S E E D S D E L A Y

34. Totally unkempt
36. It's touched by the thumb
37. Lose luster
41. United Kingdom
43. Worker on the mound?
44. Bump in the road
45. Eight English kings
46. Boa
47. Kept an ___ the ground
48. ___ a good start
50. Citizens: Suffix
51. Nice negatives
54. Critical hosp. wing
55. Victory sign
56. Eleven starters
57. Grp. in Utah

(718) 767-4699
12-53 150th Street  Whitestone, NY 11357

Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

Open Dec. 24th & 25th, noon–11 p.m.
APPETIZER (choice of one)
» Buffalo Mozzarella, Tomatoes, 
 Roasted Peppers & Prosciutto
» Baked Clams
» Fried Calamari
» Soup of the Day

Christmas Menu

PASTA (choice of one)
» Lobster Ravioli w/Shrimp, 
 Scallop, Crabmeat
» Penne a la Vodka

ENTRÉE (choice of one)
» Surf & Turf (Filet Mignon 
 & Lobster Tail)
» Lamb Osso Buco & 
 Fettuccini in same sauce
» Veal Scaloppini Ducale
» Red Snapper & Shrimp Combo 
 with scampi sauce
» Salmone Alla Italiana

DESSERT, COFFEE, TEA & 
GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE

All of the above served with mixed vegetables & potatoes. 
Free glass of champagne. House menu also available.

OPEN 
New Year's Eve 
noon–midnight 

& 
New Year's Day 
noon–11 p.m.

Prix Fixe
$44.95

plus tax 
per person

mas show is probably the 
biggest one on the Rock-
ettes’ calendar, through-
out the year the dancers 
perform and make public 
appearances at various 
fund-raisers and events. 
Each performance requires 
preparation and rehearsal, 
but when it’s time to focus 
on the year-end show, the 
Rockettes experience a sort 
of tunnel vision. 

This year, rehearsals 
began Sept. 24 and ran six 
days a week for eight hours 
a day until the first perfor-
mance Nov. 8, Barber said. 

Of course, that’s when 
the work really begins. 

“It’s a pretty packed 
schedule,” Barber said. 
“You can do up to four 
shows a day. Shows can 
start as early as 9 a.m., and 
as late as 10 a.m. And we 
gets notes from the chore-
ographer and director after 
every single performance.”

Each season the show 
changes a little with new 
numbers added and others 

dropped. But since the be-
ginning the Living Nativ-
ity, which brings live barn 
animals on stage, and the 
“Parade of the Wooden Sol-
diers” have remained con-
stant. 

For Barber, the syn-
chronized soldiers’ dance 
remains one of her favorite 
pieces. 

Dressed in military 
garb of red, white and blue 
and wearing tall, black hats 
topped with huge plumage, 
the Rockettes have per-
formed the number exactly 
the same way for 80 years. 

Barber likes how in to-
day’s age of computer-gen-
erated visuals, the dazzling 
effect of soldiers tumbling 
into one another — like 
slowly cascading dominos 
— is created through team-
work. 

“It shows our precision 
and how we have to come 
together as a line,” Barber 
said. “It’s really about the 
sisterhood. One girl has to 
depend upon the next girl, 
who depends upon the next 
girl, who depends upon 
the next girl to get the job 
done.”

Another favorite num-

ber for Barber is the new fi-
nale, called “Snow,” where 
each Rockette is adorned in 
a slightly different costume 
of purple, blue or teal to rep-
resent an individual snow-
flake. As the song begins, 
wave after wave of Rock-
ettes move on stage until all 
three dozen women form a 
dazzling snowstorm. 

“It creates this winter 
wonderland in Radio City,” 
Barber said. “Individually, 
we are unique and beauti-
ful, then we come together 
to create something power-
ful and wonderful.”

This year’s show runs 
through Dec. 30, then there 
will be other appearances 
before the process restarts 
and current Rockettes are 

re-evaluated to ensure they 
maintain their athleticism, 
Barber said. 

“I take it one year at a 
time,” Barber said. “I hope 

I can do it as long as possi-
ble. I love doing this. I love 
it as much today as I did 10 
years ago.”

Reach news editor Kev-
in Zimmerman at (718) 260-
4541 or by e-mail at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com

As part of the Radio City Christmas Spectacular, the Rockettes form a kick line during “The 12 Days of 
Christmas” number. Photo courtesy MSG Entertainment

BARBER
Continued from Page 39

IF YOU GO
Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular

When: Daily through Dec. 
30
Where: Radio City Music 
Hall, 1260 6th Ave., 
Manhattan
Cost: $40 - $329
Contact: (866) 858-0007
Website: 
radiocitychristmas.com
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Ring in The New Year 2014 on Tuesday, December 31 
 
$40.00pp++ Celebrate at the Bar with Mixed Drinks, Bottled Beer & 
Hors d’Oeuvres from 10pm-2am. 
$50.00 pp++  In the dining room with a Four Course New Years Eve 
Dinner. 
 
Serving New Years Day Brunch in the Dining Room! 

Happy Holidays From the Staff at Austin’s ! 

Austin’ s Ale House  82-70  Austin Street, Kew Gardens, NY  11415   718-849-3939 

  Today is the Last Day to Place Orders for Holiday Dinner to Go!   
Five Course Christmas Dinner Served on December 25th $45.00 pp++ 

 

 
 
Spiral Ham Dinner for 10 ppl                 Turkey Dinner (10-12 lbs.) for 6 ppl
Only 140.00 *Plus Tax             Only 130.00 *Plus Tax 

Spiral Ham Dinner for 20 ppl                Turkey Dinner (18-20 lbs.) for 12ppl      
Only 275.00 *Plus Tax*            Only 225.00 *Plus Tax* 
 

Ring In The New Year! 
Tuesday December 31, 2013  10pm to 2am 
$55.00pp Unlimited  Dom. Drafts &  Well Drinks 
$65.00 pp Unlimited Bottled Beer & Top Shelf 
Includes Hot and Cold Buffet! 
Serving New Years Eve Dinner in the Dining Room from 
4pm-10pm and New Years Day Brunch from 11:30am-
3:30pm!  

Enjoy the Holidays at Bourbon Street! 
Christmas Eve Dinner on Tuesday, December 24th   4pm-10pm 

Bourbon Street  40-12  Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY  11361  718-224-2200 
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Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW FOR

NEW YEAR’S EVE
with Champagne

From 10 PM to 3 AM in the Costa Del Sol 

RESTAURANT

Order your choice two days before affair.Unlimited Champagne
Premium Liquor

ALL FOR 

$100

For 
Reservations:
Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102 Bayside, NY

Cross Island Parkway)

NEW YEAR
HAPPY

BY MERLE EXIT

The Feast of the Seven Fishes 
(festa dei sette pesci), celebrated 
on Christmas Eve, also known as 
The Vigil (La Vigilia), is believed 
to have originated in southern 
Italy. 

The long tradition of eating 
seafood on Christmas Eve dates 
from the Roman Catholic tradi-
tion of abstinence which, in this 
case, meant refraining from the 
consumption of meat or milk 
products on the eve of specific 
holy days.  As no meat or butter 
could be used on such days, obser-
vant Catholics would instead eat 
fish, typically fried in oil. 

Some Italian-American 
families have been known to cel-
ebrate with nine, 11 or 13 different 
seafood dishes.  At Fairway Mar-
ket in Douglaston you will most 
likely view a sign reading, “Festa 
deiSette Pesci” with a list of seven 
suggestions: baccala (dried cod) 
fritte, fried or boiled calamari, 
baked flounder, boiled whole 

crab or lobster, sauteed shrimp, 
steamed mussels and a classic 
spaghetti with clams. 

You can certainly find some 
fish markets in Queens. Fairway 

Market is not only known for its 
array of selection and reputation 
of quality but the store purposely 
places a separation barrier be-
tween the allergens and non-

allergens.   Make it a point to tell 
the person handling the seafood 
that you are purchasing fish for 
someone who is highly allergic 
to shellfish.  If necessary, request 
that the gloves be changed.  

Another option is you might 
want to shop at a kosher super-
market such as Aron’s Kissena 
Farms, 75-15 Kissena Blvd., or 
Seasons, 68-18 Main St., where 
any form of shellfish is consid-
ered to be non-kosher.  

When it comes to putting 
the dinner together, prepare a 
marina sauce using San Marza-
no tomatoes, a fish stock made 
with the fish bones and heads, 
fine quality pasta, olive oil, and 
produce such as lemons, garlic, 
onions, potatoes, parsley and 
basil are just some of the essen-
tials.  

Here are my ideas for Christ-
mas Eve fish dishes:

• Fresh sardines, remove the 
head, tail and back bones.  Drench 
in flour and fry.  

• Baked flounder filets and 

pan fried lemon sole filets.   
• Bronzino is one of the best 

fishes for stuffing.  Buy it whole 
and have them scale, gut and re-
move the head and tail (keep for 
the stock).  

• Fish balls from cod and 
salmon.  Have them remove the 
salmon skin (stock) and grind the 
two fish adding mayo, Dijon mus-
tard and Panko bread crumbs.  
Roll in small balls and fry.  Use 
the fish balls in a pasta dish.  

• Fish and chips anyone?  Se-
lect whole red snappers, and have 
the fish monger filet the fish. 

• Pick a different type of pasta 
and add anchovies to the sauce.  

• Grill or pan fry fresh tuna 
for an Italian style tuna salad. 
The fish stock will come in handy 
for sauces.

• Christmas fish soup.  
Nobody says that you have 

to stick to everything done Ital-
ian style.  Spruce it up with some 
smoked white fish and pickled 
herring for appetizers.  

Mangia! 

Celebrate Christmas the Italian way with seafood
Queens markets abound with options for a Feast of the Seven Fishes traditional holiday eve meal

Fairway Market in Douglaston offers plenty of options for a Feast of the Seven 
Fishes Christmas Eve dinner. Photo by Merle Exit
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VISITS WITH SANTA AND HIS ELF
212-73 26th Avenue (next to the Post Offi ce on the upper level)
(Don’t forget to bring your camera for plenty of photo opportunities.) 

Saturday, December 21st 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 22nd 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

HORSE & BUGGY RIDES
Starting and ending in front of the professional 

offi ces on the main level.

Sunday, December 22nd 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Cord Meyer Development LLC
26 th  Ave .  &  Be l l  B l vd . ,  Bay s i de   Vis i t  us at  http ://www.bayterrace . com

COME TO BAY TERRACE FOR THE FOLLOWING 
FREE EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE HOLIDAY SEASON!

Plenty of Free Parking 

We make smiles happen for the holidays!

The Bay Terrace Shopping Center
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Visit us on Facebook

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT
H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

Open at noon, 7 days a week

RESERVE 
 YOUR HOLIDAY  

PARTIES  
NOW!

Serving
Steak  Chicken  
Veal  Seafood  
Pasta  Pizza  
Hamburgers

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone

Babich Family  
Owned Since 1939

Queens-based Hip to 
Hip Theatre Co. recently 
announced the addition of 
Oscar-nominated actress 
Gabourey Sidibe to its 
board of directors. 

“It is a perfect fit, and I 
jumped at the chance when 
our managing director, 
Guy Ventoliere, brought 
the idea to me,” said Artis-
tic Director Jason Marr. 
“Gabourey’s experience 
and her integrity as an art-
ist make her ideal for Hip 
to Hip’s Board of Directors, 
where her unique perspec-
tive will have a welcome 
voice as we navigate the 
next stage of our develop-
ment.”

Sidibe made her acting 
debut in the 2009 film “Pre-
cious,” a role that brought 
her a nomination for the 
Academy Award for Best 
Actress. Since this break-
out performance, Sidibe 
has worked nonstop in film 

and television.  From 2010 
to 2013, she was a main cast 
member of the Showtime 
series “The Big C,” and she 
is currently in the third 
season of “American Hor-
ror Story.”

A native of Bedford 
Stuyvesant, Sidibe grew up 

in Harlem. Her love of act-
ing was born in the Bronx, 
when she got the opportu-
nity to perform multiple 
roles in “Peter Pan” with 
Lehman College’s summer 
theatre program, Summer-
worx. 

“I wholeheartedly en-
dorse Hip to Hip’s belief 
that great plays and great 
performances can change 
lives,” Sidibe said.

Hip to Hip is now in 
its eighth season of tour-
ing free, family-friendly 
professional theater to pub-
lic parks in under-served 
communities throughout 
Queens and the Metro New 
York area.

Sidibe joins Marr and 
the rest of the current Hip 
to Hip board members Nina 
Szarkowski Jones, Daren 
Kelly, Joy Marr and Katie 
O’Sullivan.

— Kevin Zimmerman

Hip to Hip Theatre Co. 
adds fi lm star to board

Actress Gabourey Sidibe has 
been appointed to the board 
of directors at Hip to Hip 
Theatre Co. in Queens. 
Photo courtesy Hip to Hip Theatre Co.

A VISIT WITH ST. NICK
Kimberly Foss and her daughter Kieran have their photograph taken with Santa 
during last weekend’s special holiday brunch at Bourbon Street in Bayside. 

Photo courtesy Linda Lindenauer
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Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Christmas Eve at Aunt Bella’s
Appetizers

Lobster Bisque - $5.95
Garden or Ceasar Salad - $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $8.95
Dozen Baked Clams - $12.50

Mussels - White or Red - $11.95
Stuffed Portobella Mushrooms - $8.95

Assorted Antipasto - $9.95

Pasta
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed Shells or Manicotti - $10.95

Penne Vodka or Meatballs - $12.95
Combo - Baked Ziti, Ravioli, Lasagna and Chicken Parmigiana - $17.95

Entrees
Chicken

Parmigiana, Pizzaiola, Marsala or Francese, Rollatini - $15.95
Chicken Anthony (Sauteed chicken breast, spinach, 

roasted pepper and fresh mozzarella in a sherry sauce) - $16.95
Veal 

Parmigiana, Marsala or Picatta - $16.95
Veal Mellisa (Breaded veal cutlet topped with 

ricotta and eggplant parmigiana) - $16.95
Seafood

Shrimp Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara of Fra Diavolo - $16.95
Shrimp Elegante - Shrimp francese and spinach in a butter, lemon and white wine sauce - $18.95

Shrimp DeNiro - Sauteed shrimp with mushrooms and fresh mozzarella 
in a marsala wine sauce over linguini - $18.95

Sea Bass DiMare - Chilean Sea Bass, Shrimp, Clams, Calamari, mussels marachiarra - $21.95

Dessert



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, D

EC
. 2

0-
26

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

48

HAVE A HAPPY & HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON!
From your friends & family at O’NEILL’S

64-21 53rd Drive    Maspeth, NY    (718) 672-9696

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
PLEASE JOIN US

CHRISTMAS EVE - Tue., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Wed., Dec. 25
Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
ANNOUNCING THE RETURN OF DJ NICKY BOP

Tuesday, December 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S
Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.

We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 
complimentary noisemakers, party hats, our all-night DJ Nicky Bop, 

and a complimentary champagne toast at midnight!
Or come celebrate with us the morning after

When we roll out our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch menu!

Offi ce Functions Family Parties
Select dates are still available

Call for availability

Holiday 
Gift Cards 
Available!
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718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO
—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

Celebrate
CHRISTMAS EVE

Appetizers
Baked clams, Rollatini, Rice balls

Pasta
Homemade tagliatelle pasta with tomato sauce & basil

Salad
Frisee, radicchio, endive, cherry tomatoes, 

cucumber with balsamic vinaigrette

Entrée
Seven Fishes**

Cod, Shrimp, Flounder, Swordfi sh, Tilapia, Salmon, Mahi-mahi

Lamb Shank with red wine sauce served with saffron risotto

Stuffed Jumbo Shrimps with crabmeat with an orange sauce**

Dessert, Coffee, Tea, Soda

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Appetizers

Stuffed Sea Scallop Rockefeller

Polenta with sausage, mushrooms, mozzarella  
& cherry tomato sauce

Pasta
Tri-colore tagliatelle with peas, fennel & mushroom sauce

Salad
Baby arugula, cherry tomatoes, red onions & candy walnuts 

crusted goat cheese with raspberry vinaigrette

Entrée
Osso Buco Milanese**

Veal Osso Buco in a brown sauce served 
with saffron risotto and green peas

Branzino Almondina**
Mediterranean fi sh with fresh herbs, cherry tomatoes 

in a white wine lemon sauce

Pollo Sorrentino**
Chicken stuffed with eggplant, prosciutto, mozzarella 

in a light tomato sauce

Dessert, Coffee, Tea, Soda

*No coupons or American Express accepted. Call for reservations.
**Served with roasted potato & string beans

$60 
plus tax

per person*

$55 
plus tax

per person*

PRODUCTIONS

“Re-Gift of the Magi” — The 
Actors Theatre of Manitoba 
presents the exclusive U.S. 
production of Janet Hopf’s 
version of Balthazar, Melchior 
and Gaspar and their visit to 
a manger on Dec. 24, Year 
0 and what happened next. 
Appropriate for all ages.
When: Through Dec. 21, Friday at 
8 pm, Saturday at 2 pm and 8 pm
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.
org

“Oliver!” — This production 
of the classic 1960s Broadway 
musical is staged by TITAN 
Theatre’s Lenny Banovez with a 
Steampunk twist.
When: Through Dec. 22, Friday 
and Saturday at 7:30 pm; 
Saturday, Dec. 21, and Sunday, 
Dec. 22 at 3 pm

Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $15/children, 
$70/family four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Exit Stage Left” — Parallel 
Exit’s ensemble of fi ve performers 
present a rollicking, old-fashioned 
show of slapstick comedy, tap 
dancing and songs.
When: Friday, Dec. 27 to Sunday, 
Dec. 29, 2 pm and 7 pm daily
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25/general, $80/family 
four-pack
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

“The Little Mermaid Jr.” — Join 
Ariel and her friends under the 
sea in this adaptation of the 
Broadway musical. 
When: Friday, Jan. 24 to Sunday, 
Feb. 2; Friday at 7pm, Saturday 
at 2 pm and 7 pm, and Sunday at 
2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The 

Post Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden
Cost: $10/adults, seniors and 
children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Kiss or Make Up” — The First 
String Players presents Jack 
Sharkey’s comedy of mistaken 
identity, federal foolishness 
and desperate romance.  
When: Saturday, Jan. 25, 8 pm; 
Sunday, Jan. 26, 2 pm; Saturday, 
Feb. 1, 8 pm; and Sunday, Feb. 
2, 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-
01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10/general seating
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: sites.google.com/site/
fi rststringplayers/

“Twelfth Night” — The Aquila 
Theatre presents Shakespeare’s 
comedy of romance, mystery 
and mistaken identity. 
When: Friday, Feb. 14, 2 pm; 
Saturday, Feb. 15, 2 pm and 8 
pm; and Sunday, Feb. 16, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $49
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

in the middle—foie gras.  
The gnocchi were roasted 
rather than poached, giving 
crispness to the exterior, 
but there was not enough 
contrast between the interi-
or and the liver to highlight 
the luxurious center.  

They were out of the 
cowboy steak, one of the 
signatures here, so we 
went with the T-bone in-
stead.  The gorgeous slab of 
meat was tender, carefully 
charred on the outside, and 
medium rare within.  They 
earned their steakhouse 
chops with us with this 
steak.  The bone-in burger, 
not so much.  As one of their 
most talked about dishes, 
we didn’t get the hype.  The 
bone is a quirky garnish.  
Other than being large, the 
burger was not particular-
ly juicy or flavorful.  Given 
Dufour’s usual cavalier 
indifference to amounts of 
animal fat in his creations, 
I would have expected the 
juice to run down my chin.

The trout was lovely.  
By trout standards, this 
guy was a giant, served in-

tact—not filleted.  The deli-
cate buttery flesh bathed in 
vinegar, and slathered with 
a rich Béarnaise accompa-
nied by some of the most 
delicious cabbage we’ve 

eaten, and fingerling pota-
toes.  A lamb tagine, a tra-
ditional Moroccan casse-
role reinvented, combined 
half a rack of grilled lamb 
with a highly seasoned sort 
of “pulled lamb” over cous-
cous and root vegetables. 
The dish was not without 
merit, but not one of the 
stars of the menu.

The bottom line
Make no mistake 

about it — unless you’re a 
member of the 1 percent, 
this is a splurge.  But the 
meticulously sourced, im-
peccably fresh ingredients 
along with the kitchen cre-
ativity justify the premium 
prices.  This is a fine dining 
experience without most of 
the pomp and pretension 
of other similarly priced 
restaurants.  If you are pas-
sionate about what you eat, 
this is your kind of place.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

MWells
Continued from Page 40

IF YOU GO
Steakhouse
43-15 Crescent St. 

Long Island City
718-786-9060 

magasinwells.com

Price Range: $12 and up; 
Mains: $30 - 60

Cuisine: Re-imagined steak 
and seafood

Setting: Re-purposed auto 
body shop

Service: Knowledgeable and 
accommodating 

Hours: Dinner 5:30 pm - 11:30 
pm, Closed Tuesdays

Reservations: 
Recommended

Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Tolerated
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Noisy

Handicap accessible: Yes
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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By PhiliP NewmaN

U.S. Sens. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Rich-
ard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) 
have proclaimed the Fed-
eral Railroad Administra-
tion so financially strapped 
that it can inspect only 1 
percent of the nation’s rail-
roads and urged that more 
money be allocated for the 
agency in the name of safe-
ty on the rails.

“Railroad safety 
enforcement is anemic 
— starved of adequate re-
sources and power,” the 
senators said in a statement 
in reference to the deadly 
Metro-North Railroad de-
railment Dec. 1.

“Funding to enforce 
federal rail safety stan-
dards, now seemingly an af-
terthought, must be made a 
priority,” Blumenthal said. 
“The FRA should match its 
rhetoric with money and 

seek more authority to or-
der safety upgrades at rail-
roads across the country. 
Given the recent accidents, 
riders need and deserve a 
watchdog with both bite 
and bark.”

The FRA has just be-
gun a 60-day inspection of 
Metro-North following the 
accident in the Bronx which 
killed a Queens nurse and 
three other passengers.

“This derailment 
should serve as a wake-up 
call, reminding us that we 
need to dedicate real re-
sources to the railroads’ 
main oversight agency so 
they can hire enough in-
spectors to ensure the safe-
ty of rail passengers across 
the country,” Schumer 
said.

“In a congressional 
briefing last week with the 
New York and Connecticut 
federal delegations, FRA 
officials revealed they are 

woefully underfunded and 
unable to fully fulfill their 
oversight role,” Schumer 
said.

According to a 2012 
report by the U.S. Govern-
ment Accountability Of-
fice, FRA is only able to in-
spect about 1 percent of the 
nation’s tracks each year 
with the resources it is al-
located, Schumer said.

The two senators said 
they would fight for more 
money for FRA in the forth-
coming 2015 fiscal year 
appropriations bill so the 
FRA can hire 45 more in-
spectors.

Around $9 million was 
recently cut from the FRA’s 
budget.

Schumer and Blumen-
thal noted that the FRA 
does not attempt to inspect 
100 percent of the nation’s 
railroads each year, a task 
shared by states and the 

By PhiliP NewmaN

Since it will not be 
ready for regular strap-
hangers until June 2014, 
the maiden trip of the No. 7 
subway extension will take 
place this Friday so the 
man under whose adminis-
tration it was built can take 
the first ride.

The trip will be on what 
the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority calls a 
“dignitary train” to honor 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
who is leaving office Dec. 
31 after 12 years , which in-
cluded the building of the 
1-mile-long extension from 
Times Square to 34th Street 
and 11th Avenue.

The No. 7 subway line 
begins in Flushing and is 
known as the International 
Express because it passes 
through so many differ-
ent ethnic communities in 
Queens.

Friday’s train ride is 
part of Bloomberg’s legacy 
tour of the five boroughs

The opening of the No. 
7 extension is nearing af-
ter five years of construc-
tion and a price tag of more 
than $2 billion paid for by 
the city. It was a project 
Bloomberg championed as 
a boost to the development 
of the Hudson Yards area 
development and some of 
the last undeveloped real 
estate in Manhattan.

The No. 7 extension 
will also serve the Jacob K. 
Javits Convention Center, 
which was renovated in 
2006.

Original plans called 
for a second station at 10th 
Avenue and 41st Street, but 
they were canceled in 2007.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

A No. 7 train pulls into the Queensborough Plaza station in Long 
Island City. Mayor Michael Bloomberg is scheduled to tour the 
line’s extension later this week. Photo by Christina Santucci

Bloomberg to take inaugural ride 
to new No. 7 line stop on 11th Ave. 

Schumer wants more funding 
for Federal Railroad Admin.
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When Mickey McCreesh and 
his partner Nick Murphy opened 
Bar 43 in April 2008, they decided 
to make charity work a part of 
their business plan, so two years 
ago they joined with nine other 
restaurants and bars to form an 
association called Sunnyside 
Boulevard Bars.

“We started the organization 
knowing we could do some good 
in the community,” McCreesh 
said. “It’s easier to do good things 
... with 10 bars rather than just 
one.”

The group’s latest event was 
a “Santathon” Dec. 7. Hundreds of 
people took part in the pub crawl 
wearing Santa suits or at least a 
red hat. Each attendee paid $10 
for a bracelet that allowed for low-
price drink specials at each of the 
10 bars, mostly along Queens Bou-
levard. The event raised nearly 
$7,000 for the food pantries at St. 
Teresa’s and St. Raphael’s, as well 
as the 108th Precinct’s toy drive.

In March, Sunnyside Bou-
levard Bars held an Irish music 
festival that raised more than 
$3,000 for a local firehouse and in 
September they threw a “Halfway 
to St. Patrick’s Day” event that 
raised $5,500 for the local chapter 
of the Boys & Girls Club.

McCreesh believes such 
charitable endeavors are good for 
community building and busi-
ness as well.

“It always helps business 
when you get more and more peo-
ple involved,” he said. “Friend-
ships are formed along the way 
and it results in more regular 
customers.”

Bar 43, at 43-06 43rd St., be-
came a headquarters for relief 
work in the aftermath of Super-
storm Sandy last year. McCreesh 
and Murphy joined a group called 
Sunnyside Cares that raised 
more than $20,000 for victims in 
the Rockaways. The restaurant 

became a drop-off location for do-
nated supplies.

“We made runs down to 
Rockaway for 11 weekends in a 
row,” McCreesh said. “I finally 
had to take a break before my 
wife Ann-Marie divorced me.”

McCreesh’s efforts were so 
appreciated in the storm zone 
that he was named deputy grand 
marshal of the Queens County 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Rock-
away last March.

“Mick is a big man with a big 

heart and what he did for us in 
Rockaway was remarkable,” said 
Michael Benn, president of the 
parade’s organizing committee, 
“and he did it with modesty.”

The 6-foot-5, 300-pound man 
from County Armagh, Ireland, 
was humbled by the honor, saying, 
“I was shocked to tell you the God’s 
honest truth. There were lots of 
people from Sunnyside who volun-
teered to help and open their wal-
lets, too. I don’t think I should’ve 
been singled out for any praise.”

McCreesh added that Bar 
43 and the Sunnyside Boulevard 
Bars organization are already 
planning their next event, the 
second annual Irish music festi-
val, in March.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

Sunnyside’s Bar 43 links business and charity
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Chamber of Commerce, to intro-
duce legislation banning tolls on 
the Queensboro, Brooklyn, Man-
hattan and Williamsburg bridges.

The senator denounced former 
city Traffic Commissioner Sam 
Schwartz’s plan to institute $5.33 E-
ZPass tolls on the city Department 
of Transportation-run East River 
bridges and assess those driving 
across Manhattan on 60th Street. 
The so-called fair pricing propos-
al would reduce E-ZPass fares on 
bridges that do not pass through 
downtown Manhattan, cutting 
the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge fee 
to $5.66 and fares on the Robert F. 
Kennedy, Throgs Neck and Bronx-
Whitestone bridges to $2.83.

Although the Robert F. Ken-
nedy-Triborough Bridge spans the 
East River, it is maintained by the 
state Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, which has instituted 
tolls on city bridges, unlike the city 
Department of Transportation.

Move-NY, an organization that 
supports sustainable transporta-
tion, argues the fair pricing model 
would reduce congestion in the 
city’s business core and raise $1.5 

billion annually, of which three-
quarters would go to mass trans-
portation and the rest to road and 
bridge upkeep.

But Avella characterized the 
fair price model as essentially a re-

packaged version of the congestion 
pricing plan that failed in Albany 
five years ago. He said the lack of 
subway and bus service in north-
east Queens forced his constitu-
ents to drive into Manhattan and 
therefore it was discriminatory to 
charge city residents to travel from 
one borough to another.

The senator also said the plan 
offered no guarantee that the lower 
tier of tolls would remain intact.

“I know my colleagues in gov-
ernment — the minute that plan 
would go into effect, those half 
fares on the other bridges would 
start to go up,” Avella said.

Petraro said the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce believed tolling 
the free East River bridges would 
devastate small businesses.

The vying traffic plans, which 
would need approval from the state 
Legislature, have placed the We-
prin brothers at odds.

David Weprin called tolls a 
regressive tax that overlooked in-
come level. He suggested that a 1 
percent commuter tax outlined in a 
bill he introduced would be an ap-
propriate alternative.

But City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens) said 
he was open to the proposal be-
cause, unlike the congestion pric-
ing model, it charged all drivers 

traveling through midtown Man-
hattan and could come with more 
robust bus service and lower Long 
Island Rail Road fares for his con-
stituents.

“Heck, I think people could 
actually save money in our areas,” 
said Mark Weprin who regularly 
drives across the East River.

The councilman said he hoped 
his brother, Avella and others in 
the “transportation desert” of 
northeast Queens become recep-
tive to the plan because he believes 
it could be negotiated to benefit the 
area.

Alex Matthiessen, founder of 
Move-NY, disputed the lawmakers’ 
theory that the cheaper tolls would 
quickly rise, saying the MTA  and 
others have supported sustaining 
those rates.

He called it ironic that Queens 
legislators would oppose a proposal 
that would reduce tolls on five of six 
borough bridges and collect money 
to fill the transportation gaps they 
bemoaned.

“There is a real fairness and 
equity issue,” Matthiessen said. 
“Is it fair for transit riders to have 
to pay every single day to go into 
the central business district, to go 
into Manhattan, when over 500,000 
drivers, near a million drivers pos-
sibly, get to go for free?”

The house’s original 
layer was a cream color, 
said Vietor. The house was 
then painted citrine and 
later green.

“As you know styles 
change and the finish on 
the house was whatever the 
fashion of the time was,” 
she said.

Bowne first bought 
the land the house sits on 
in 1653. The exact date the 
house was built is up for de-
bate. The house’s historical 
society first thought it was 
built in the 1660s, but tim-
ber professionals recently 
told them it might have 
been earlier.

The restoration of the 
house’s exterior is slated to 
be finished in May.

The Parks Department 
expects to break ground on 
the new visitor’s center in 
spring 2015, pending all ap-
provals and permits.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Bowne
Continued from Page 1 

Bridge tolls
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State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) and state 
Assemblyman David Weprin denounce a 
proposal to toll free, city-run East River 
bridges. Photo by Sarina Trangle

When Mickey McCreesh and 
his partner Nick Murphy opened 
Bar 43 in April 2008, they decided 
to make charity work a part of 
their business plan, so two years 
ago they joined with nine other 
restaurants and bars to form an 
association called Sunnyside 
Boulevard Bars.

“We started the organization 
knowing we could do some good 
in the community,” McCreesh 
said. “It’s easier to do good things 
... with 10 bars rather than just 
one.”

The group’s latest event was 
a “Santathon” Dec. 7. Hundreds of 
people took part in the pub crawl 
wearing Santa suits or at least a 
red hat. Each attendee paid $10 
for a bracelet that allowed for low-
price drink specials at each of the 
10 bars, mostly along Queens Bou-
levard. The event raised nearly 
$7,000 for the food pantries at St. 
Teresa’s and St. Raphael’s, as well 
as the 108th Precinct’s toy drive.

In March, Sunnyside Bou-
levard Bars held an Irish music 
festival that raised more than 
$3,000 for a local firehouse and in 
September they threw a “Halfway 
to St. Patrick’s Day” event that 
raised $5,500 for the local chapter 
of the Boys & Girls Club.

McCreesh believes such 
charitable endeavors are good for 
community building and busi-
ness as well.

“It always helps business 
when you get more and more peo-
ple involved,” he said. “Friend-
ships are formed along the way 
and it results in more regular 
customers.”

Bar 43, at 43-06 43rd St., be-
came a headquarters for relief 
work in the aftermath of Super-
storm Sandy last year. McCreesh 
and Murphy joined a group called 
Sunnyside Cares that raised 
more than $20,000 for victims in 
the Rockaways. The restaurant 

became a drop-off location for do-
nated supplies.

“We made runs down to 
Rockaway for 11 weekends in a 
row,” McCreesh said. “I finally 
had to take a break before my 
wife Ann-Marie divorced me.”

McCreesh’s efforts were so 
appreciated in the storm zone 
that he was named deputy grand 
marshal of the Queens County 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Rock-
away last March.

“Mick is a big man with a big 

heart and what he did for us in 
Rockaway was remarkable,” said 
Michael Benn, president of the 
parade’s organizing committee, 
“and he did it with modesty.”

The 6-foot-5, 300-pound man 
from County Armagh, Ireland, 
was humbled by the honor, saying, 
“I was shocked to tell you the God’s 
honest truth. There were lots of 
people from Sunnyside who volun-
teered to help and open their wal-
lets, too. I don’t think I should’ve 
been singled out for any praise.”

McCreesh added that Bar 
43 and the Sunnyside Boulevard 
Bars organization are already 
planning their next event, the 
second annual Irish music festi-
val, in March.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

Sunnyside’s Bar 43 links business and charity
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Weprin’s new legis-
lation would expand the 
state’s hazing laws to pro-
hibit physical contact of 
any kind during pledge 
events.

Deng, a 19-year-old Pi 
Delta Psi pledge, died from 
head trauma after he par-
ticipated in a hazing ritual 
called the “glass ceiling,” at 
a house in Tunkhannock, 
Pa., where more than 20 
members of the fraternity 
had gathered for the week-
end, according to an affida-
vit filed by Poconos Region-
al Police seeking a warrant 
to search the house. 

Pi Delta Psi’s national 
office maintained it knew 
nothing of the pledge event 
and that it was not sanc-
tioned by the organization. 

In the “glass ceiling” 
ritual, pledges, who were 
blindfolded and wearing a 
backpack full of sand, tried 
to make it to a certain point 
in the house’s backyard 
while other members of the 
fraternity physically pre-

vented them, court docu-
ments said.

Fraternity members 
interviewed by police said 
Deng was pushed, but they 
did not see by whom, court 
documents said. When 
Deng became unconscious 
and unresponsive, shortly 
after 5.am., members took 
him inside, where they 
changed his clothes and 
looked up his symptoms, 
according to the affidavit.

They eventually drove 
him to a hospital, where he 
arrived at 6:42 a.m. on Dec. 
8. He died the next day from 
what the Monroe County 
district attorney described 

as “major brain trauma.”.
Pocono police said they 

retrieved Deng’s belong-
ings, cell phones, laptops 
and Pi Delta Psi clothing 
from the house, according 
to the affidavit. They  also 
found drugs in the house, 
but a toxicology report 
showed no traces of alcohol 
or drugs in Deng’s body, ac-
cording to the affidavit.

The Pocono police and 
the DA’s office were still 
investing the death, but 
the DA told the Associated 
Press criminal charges 
would be coming.

“Police are still going 
through the connect-the-

dot phases of this investiga-
tion,” the district attorney’s 
office said , but “there will 
be criminal charges filed.”

Last week, a minute of 
silence was held for Deng 
at the Bronx High School 
of Science, where he gradu-
ated this past spring.

“He was a good boy,” 
said Deng’s aunt, who add-
ed the family was not giv-
ing interviews when she 
answered the door in Oak-
land Gardens Dec. 19.

Deng’s friends and 
family have been reluctant 
to speak to the press and 
the fraternity’s Baruch Col-
lege branch took down Pi 
Delta Psi’s Facebook page 
last week, a source attend-
ing Baruch College said.

Pi Delta Psi has cut 
ties with its Baruch Col-
lege branch following the 
incident.

“Baruch Colony has vi-
olated the values and rules 
of our organization, includ-
ing our strict no hazing 
policy. As such, they shall 
no longer be recognized 
as having any association 
with Pi Delta Psi,” said the 
fraternity’s president, Andy 

Meng, who is the brother of 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), in a statement 
Monday.

Pi Delta Psi describes 
itself as an Asian-American 
cultural fraternity, which 
has more than 25 chapters, 
colonies and associate chap-
ters nationwide. Its Baruch 
colony was established in 
2010. 

The fraternity’s chap-
ters have had hazing inci-
dents before. In 2009, a vid-
eo surfaced of Pi Delta Psi 
pledges being hazed at the 
fraternity’s Cornell chap-
ter. The video showed “an 
intoxicated new member 
being verbally quizzed and 
spoken to in a harsh man-
ner. The individual was ob-
viously highly intoxicated 
and was vomiting,” accord-
ing to Cornell’s website.

Last year, the Univer-
sity of Florida suspended 
the school’s chapter of the 
fraternity for a year after 
a hazing incident. This is 
still an active chapter, ac-
cording to the fraternity’s 
website, despite Pi Delta 
Psi’s no hazing policy.

“We don’t know if there 
is a need to remediate right 
now,” Black said. “If it’s as 
bad as they say, there is no 
way we would house people 
there.”

Steve Rockman, vice 
president of real estate and 
housing for Samaritan Vil-
lage, said the shelter would 
enforce curfews to pre-
vent loitering, provide van 
transportation to and from 
the subway and start a com-
munity advisory board.

“We continue to be 
willing to meet with the 
community board to hear 
their concerns and share 
the details of our proposal. 
We believe that Samaritan 
Village’s efforts to help 
ease the severity of home-
lessness can result in a pro-
ductive partnership with 
the community,” Rockman 
said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 38 
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Lawmakers are looking at legislation after Baruch College student 
Chun “Michael” Deng of Oakland Gardens died during an alleged 
hazing incident Dec. 9. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The final minutes 

were St. John’s Univer-
sity’s worst after a second 
half that was filled with so 
many of its best.

The Johnnies fought 
back from a 14-point first-
half deficit to take a late 
two-point lead against the 
second-ranked Orange 
only to see poor execution 
down the stretch cost them 
a chance for an upset.

St. John’s missed free 
throws and forced shots 
and turned the ball over to 
allow Syracuse to escape 
with a 68-63  win in front 
of an energized crowd of 
16,357 at Madison Square 
Garden Sunday afternoon.

“It shows that we still 
need to grow up,” St. John’s 
junior Sir’Dominic Pointer 
said.

Forward Orlando San-
chez couldn’t complete a 
three-point play at the free 
throw line with St. John’s 
up 60-58 with 5:48 left to 
play in the game. JaKarr 
Sampson, who missed a 
bulk of the second half 
with foul trouble, missed 
two free throws with 2:58 
remaining. St. John’s was 
down just 62-60. Sampson, 
who scored 12 points, felt 
the extended time on the 
bench didn’t help.

BY ANTHONY PARELLI
 
The Holy Cross boys’ 

basketball team found itself 
in a tough position, down 
double digits before even 
scoring a point.

Facing an almost im-
penetrable St. Raymond 
press, the Knights were 
never able to make up the 
deficit. Holy Cross fell 88-
63 on the road in a CHSAA 
Class AA game for its third 
straight loss to open the 
season.

“They’re lengthy,” 
Holy Cross guard Joshua 
Wallace said of the Ravens. 
“They have long arms and 
they aren’t going to allow 
the longer pass. They take 
it away.”

Not only was St. Ray-
mond able to play tough 
defense, but they capital-

ized at the other end of the 
floor as the Ravens (3-1, 3-1) 
totaled three players who 
scored at least 15 points. 
Meliek Thomas tallied 22, 
Tory Ferguson scored 17 
and Kayvon Williams add-
ed 18 for St. Ray’s.

“We just didn’t de-
fend,” Knights Coach Tom 
Marchesini said. “We’re 
giving up 20 points a quar-
ter the first three games we 
played. We have to clamp 
down defensively.”

Marchesini called a 
timeout to calm his team 
down after falling behind 
10-0 three minutes into the 
game. His strategy briefly 
worked: With 4:52 left in the 
second quarter, Holy Cross 
(0-3, 0-1) brought the deficit 
to just three points, but a 
14-2 St. Raymond’s run put 

Continued on Page 57

Holy Cross loses 
to St. Raymond’s

Red Storm falls to Syracuse
St. John’s poor execution costs them the game after second-half rally

James Horton (l.), of Holy Cross, drives for layup during a game 
against St. Raymond’s. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 57
St. John’s University’s D’Angelo Harrison flies toward the basket as a Syracuse defender tries to 
block. Photo by William Thomas



BT

56
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, D
EC

. 2
0-

26
, 2

01
3  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

St. John’s University 
has given us a true look at 
the team it can be moving 
forward with its second 
half performance against 
Syracuse.

Much of that has to do 
with the fact that freshman 
basketball guard Rysheed 
Jordan finally put forth 
a performance that lived 
up to the hype around the 
dynamic player we heard 
about in the preseason.

Jordan was brimming 
with confidence, attacking 
the basket at will after a 
slow first half. He put the 
defensive clamps on Syra-
cuse freshman Tyler Ennis, 
holding him to just six of 
his 21 points in the second 
half. That Jordan was the 

opposite of the player we 
have seen most of this sea-
son and even the first half, 
for that mater. That kid was 
tentative and deferring to 
the team’s veterans. Not on 
this day.

“When Rysheed got 
aggressive and looked to 
score, he got fouled and got 
himself to the free throw 
line,” St. John’s Coach 
Steve Lavin said.

Jordan scored 13 
points, nine of them com-
ing from a perfect day at 
the free throw line, and 
grabbed six rebounds in 
the Johnnies’ 68-63 loss to 
the second-ranked Orange 
at Madison Square Garden 
Sunday.

His elusiveness and 
energy made his team-
mates better around him. It 
allowed him and D’Angelo 
Harrison to weave their 
way through the Orange 
like few in the backcourt 
have been able to so far this 
season.

“A lot of guards aren’t 
that good that they can go 
into our zone,” Syracuse 
Coach Jim Boeheim said. 
“There are not that many.”

Jordan’s offensive ef-
ficiency allowed St. John’s 
to keep a long, defensive-
minded front line of Orlan-
do Sanchez, Chris Obekpa 

and Sir’Dominic Pointer to 
stay in. That group, along 
with Harrison, were able to 
bring the Red Storm back 
into the game after trailing 
by 14 late in the first half.

“We saw Rysheed step 
up and do some good things 
in the second half.” Pointer 
said. “That’s what we need 

from him the rest of the 
season.”

Jordan made three 
free throws to tie the score 
at 53-53 with 9:17 left in the 
game and made two more to 
make it 58-56. He later fed 
Sanchez for a basket and 
the foul that put the Red 
Storm up 60-58 with 5:48 re-

maining.
His best efforts ulti-

mately weren’t enough on 
this night, thanks to poor 
final minutes. St. John’s 
missed its moment. Instead, 
it let Syracuse and a chance 
to jump into the local and 
national spotlight get away. 
It will be some time before it 
gets that chance again with 
buzz-less games against 
San Francisco, Youngstown 
State and Columbia leading 
into Big East play.

What they and their 
fans did gain is a more 
complete understanding of 
what the Johnnies and Jor-
dan can be when they get 
there.

“Once we played the 
way we were suppose to 
play, we went up,” Harri-
son said. “So if we can do 
that for two halves it will 
be a different kind of ball 
game.”

Likely different results 
as well.

St. John’s University freshman Rysheed Jordan heads to the hoop during the game against 
Syracuse. Photo by William Thomas

Jordan’s strong play shows SJU promise
Freshman contributes 13 points in St. John’s loss to second-ranked Syracuse at Madison Square Garden

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Archbishop Molloy 
is inexperienced and it 
showed against Nazareth.

The Stanners girls’ 
basketball team, the de-
fending CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens regular season 
champions, features nine 
new players, including four 
fresh starters. The nerves 
were apparent early in the 
Stanners’ 66-55 loss to divi-
sion power Nazareth Dec. 
12 in Brooklyn.

The taller Lady Kings-
men pounded the Stanners 
on the offensive glass and 
led 20-7 after the first quar-
ter. Molloy also missed 13 
free throws in the game.

“What I saw was a lot 
of inexperience, especially 
in the first half,” Stanners 
Coach Scott Lagas said.

Things got better 
after the break once his 
players shook off the jit-
ters. Manhattan-bound 

guard Nyasha Irizarry, 
who scored a team-high 25 
points, connected on con-
secutive three-pointers 
during a 10-0 run over the 
third and fourth quarters. 
A jumper by star junior 
Aryn McClure pulled Mol-
loy within 49-35 early in 
the final frame. The Stan-
ners got as close as 58-45 
with 4:06 remaining in the 
game.

“I think once we got 
used to it, the second half 
showed more of what we 
can do,” Irizarry said. “We 
can only get better from it.”

The Stanners were one 
of the city’s most veteran 
teams last season with se-
niors Amani Tatum, 
Carolyn Gallagher, Patti 
Drogler and Alexa “Wea-
zel” Dietrich in the start-
ing lineup. They do return 
three key players from that 
squad in Irizzary, a three-
year starter, the squad’s 
sixth man McClure and 

often-used reserve Sarah 
Duryea.

New editions junior 
guard Kaitlyn Mahon, 
Emer Moloney and sopho-
more forward Emily Peck-
ham were all members of 
a junior varsity team that 
beat Moore Catholic for the 
junior varsity city title last 
year. As Molloy got more 
comfort, its defense got 
tougher, it battled on the 
boards and its ball move-
ment led to easy hopes for 
multiple players.

“Once everyone got 
used to the press break and 
the pressure that they were 
putting on us, then the ball 
movement was better and it 
was easier for us to do what 
we had to do,” Irizarry 
said.

Much more will be 
asked from McClure and 
Irizarry, who were used to 
playing supporting roles. 
Irizarry will need to han-
dle the ball more and score 

by hitting jumpers and 
getting to the basket. Mc-
Clure is a versatile scorer 
and became a factor on the 
boards. They both are em-
bracing the challenge and 
the opportunity to lead.

“We knew we had to 
step up and I think we’ve 
done a pretty good job of it,” 
Irizzary said.

Lagas is pleased over-
all with the team’s progress 
so far. He has preached pa-
tience early on, knowing 
there is still plenty of grow-
ing to do.

“We are learning every 
day and we are progress-
ing,” Lagas said . “Even 
though it’s a young group, 
we are going to play the best 
teams .... I think that they 
are buying in and learning. 
They have to realize it’s not 
going to take overnight.”

Reach sports editor Jo-
seph Staszewski by e-mail at 
jstaszewski@cnglocal.com.

Stannners work through early season growing pains

Archbishop Molloy’s Nyasha Irizzary (l.) looks to make a move 
against Nazareth’s Niya Johnson. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots
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the game permanently out 
of reach. The Knights never 
got closer than 58-48 in the 
third quarter.

“It’s frustrating,” 
Wallace said. “But in bas-
ketball you have to play 
the whole game. There’s a 
whole second half and the 
score wasn’t too bad where 
we couldn’t come back. We 
were still in the game, but 
it obviously didn’t go our 
way in the second half.”

Wallace knows his 
team must avoid early lop-
sided scores early if they 
want to be successful.

“We have to fix that. 
We can’t keep coming out 
slow like that,” he said.

Jermaine Bishop paced 
Cross with 18 points. Chris-
tian Wilson added 15 and 
Wallace, who was in foul 
trouble chipped in seven. 
Marchesini believes turn-
ing their season around re-
lies on the improved play of 
his young players He said it 
would be nice to play them 
10 or 12 minutes a game, 
but they have to get 25 to 
30 minutes from them to 

be successful. That can be 
overwhelming for a young 
player.

“Our sophomores are 
good players, they’re just 
raw right now,” Marchesini 
said. “They’re a little over-
whelmed, which isn’t un-
common.”

It’s still early in the 
season for Marchesini and 
Holy Cross, and he believes 
they can work out the kinks 
and have some success.

“It’ll get better,” he 
said. “Right now they’re 
frustrated, we’re frustrat-

“I felt that was a big 
part of the game, me miss-
ing two big free throws,” 
he said. “I felt like it turned 
the momentum.”

Syracuse guard C.J. 
Fair (21 points) proceeded 
to bury his first of two 
straight jumpers from the 
right corner. The other 
came after D’Angelo Har-
rison (21 points) made just 
1-of-2 from the line. The Or-
ange (10-0) closed the game 
on a 10-3 run.

The Red Storm (6-3) 
played the second half with 
the aggression and asser-
tiveness Coach Steve Lavin 
asked for following a half 
in which he described their 
play as “tentative.”

The catalyst was fresh-
man Rysheed Jordan, who 
had 13 points and six re-
bounds. He attacked the 
basket with a purpose and 
got to the free throw line. 
Jordan also did an excel-
lent job defending Syracuse 
freshman guard Tyler En-
nis, who scored just six 
of his 21 points after the 
break.

“That’s what we have 
been waiting for this whole 
year,” Pointer said of Jor-
dan. “He made shots. He 
made free throws. He had 
his best game of the year.”

Jordan eventually 
connected on all three free 
throws after being fouled 
taking a trey to tie the score 
at 53-53 with 9:17 remain-
ing in the game. He got a 
defensive rebound and fed 
Sanchez on the break for a 
hoop and the foul to give the 
Johnnies a two-point lead 
3:00 later. Lavin said the 
majority of the second half 
was his team’s best stretch 
of basketball this season.

“When our team is 
playing well, it’s kind of 
what I hope we will be-
come,” Lavin said.

His group just couldn’t 
sustain it, thanks to what 
Lavin called “atrocious” 
final minutes. It cost St. 
John’s a chance for a sig-
nature victory against a 
Syracuse program it has 
struggled to beat in recent 
years.

“It’s a great rivalry,” 
Harrison said. “That’s why 
we play them every year. 
We just need to get over 

Holy Cross
Continued from Page 55 

Red Storm
Continued from Page 55 
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Holy Cross’ Jermaine Bishop dribbles toward the basket. 
Photo by Robert Cole
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comment.
Last session, Braun-

stein said the bill unani-
mously passed the state 
Senate, but there were 
lingering concerns that it 
could clash with the Feder-
al Campus Sexual Assault 
Victims’ Bill of Rights, 
which protects victims of 
sexual assault or rape from 

having to discuss the crime 
with law enforcement offi-
cers. Braunstein has since 
edited the bill to ensure 
that it conforms to the Bill 
of Rights.

“Federal law requires 
that if a victim wants to re-
fuse to report a crime to the 
police, that needs to be re-
spected,” Braunstein said. 
“Amendments were made 
late in the session and we 
didn’t really have an op-
portunity to sit down with 

the higher education staff 
and explain the changes we 
made.”

Braunstein said he was 
unsure of the bill’s pros-
pects in the Assembly until 
he met with Higher Educa-
tion Committee Chair Deb-
orah Glick.

But the assemblyman 
said SUNY has indicated 
it was willing to work with 
him on the matter.

slow zones, curb extensions, 
pedestrian islands and safe 
streets to schools. Dromm 
pointed out that children 
have to be educated about 
the risks, and he is working 
on speeding enforcement is-
sues with Deputy Inspector 
Michael Cody, commander 
of the 115th Precinct.

Dromm found the 
summit helpful, saying, 
“The idea of sharing infor-
mation is important, espe-
cially when you consider 

that we lost three children 
to crashes over the last few 
years in my district.”

The deaths of Miguel 
Torres, 11; Luis Bravo, 19; 
and Olvin Yhair Figueroa, 
4, as he crossed an inter-
section with his pregnant 
mother, led to the forma-
tion of Make Queens Safer-
Three Children Too Many. 
A candlelight march drew 
hundreds in November, 
with co-founder Cristina 
Furlong saying, “This is 
the culmination of a year of 
carnage in our streets.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), who 
addressed the crowd that 

night,  said “the deaths of 
three children here in our 
community are a painful 
reminder that much more 
needs to be done.”

Furlong believes the 
Elmhurst Hospital con-
ference was a step in the 
right direction saying, “I 
think the summit provided 
the city with data and re-
search. I’m glad Council-
man Dromm has taken the 
lead on this and there’s no 
doubt it will become a more 
important issue with the 
return of Bill Bratton as 
NYPD Commissioner.”

because it is not seeking 
zoning changes, but CB 11 
District Manager Susan 
Seinfeld said E. Gluck had 
planned to come before the 
board but canceled.

She said Little Neck 
seemed eager to welcome 
the new neighbor.

“They — especially the 
community surrounding 
the area — had felt this was 
similar to what Leviton 
was,” Seinfeld said. “They 
expressed that this was a 

better fit than some other 
kinds of businesses that 
would bring in lots more 
people ... and be more dis-
ruptive.”

Braunstein said E. 
Gluck staff described a typ-
ical workday as a 9 a.m.-to-5 
p.m. operation that would 
not come with loud noise, 
pollution or truck traffic.

The company designs 
watches, manufacturers 
parts in Asia and then as-
sembles them in New York. 
E. Gluck’s watches run 
from $19.99 to $800 a piece 
and are sold at several re-
tailers, including Walmart, 

J.C. Penney, Macy’s and 
Bloomingdale’s, according 
to its IDA application.

E. Gluck will be 
expanding Leviton’s 
154,000-square-foot facil-
ity by about 81,000 square 
feet, adding a new heating 
and cooling system and 
rushing to build identical 
automated distribution 
and sorting equipment to 
ensure its production is not 
disrupted.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Road New York, a citywide 
nonprofit that works with 
immigrant laborers, in two 
steps.

The first included edu-
cating 518 workers about 
chemical, biological and 
electrical hazards. Labor-
ers were then provided with 
the proper equipment, such 
as respirators and steel-toe 
boots, to deal with hazard-
ous materials. The second 
step,  for which the grant 
was given, will have 20 la-
borers from the original 
group assess more than 200 
post-Sandy worksites using 
information they learned 
in the first section.

“Then we’re going to 

gather them in groups and 
talk about what worked and 
what didn’t,” Markowitz 
said. “We want to further 
train them to recognize the 
hazards and then we can 
figure out the remaining 
barriers.”

The information that 
comes out of the assess-
ments, interviews and dis-
cussions will then be used 
to create new training 
methods to address work-
place safety. These tech-
niques will be distributed 
to labor organizations in 
the hope they will be used 
to educate workers across 
the whole construction in-
dustry, Markowitz said.

From 2003-11, Markow-
itz treated workers who had 
become sick because of ex-
posure to toxins at Ground 

Zero. He said he has not yet 
seen the same level of ill-
ness in workers after San-
dy, but that programs like 
the one at the CBNS are vi-
tal in preventing the same 
kind of significant health 
problems.

“I don’t think the haz-
ards in relation to Sandy 
are as immediately danger-
ous as Ground Zero. It’s a 
different dust. There were 
no fires and no smoke .... 
that’s why we haven’t seen 
health problems yet, but if 
you’re removing sheet rock 
from the 1980s they might 
have asbestos behind 
them,” he said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Terrace, where they make 
their first stops en route to 
midtown Manhattan. Fadil 
argued the longer drives 
would cost the city more in 
gas and overtime.

“That money should 
go to service investments 
... not be going to basing 
buses in our neighborhood 
in a depot that’s near the 
Westchester border,” Fadil 
said.

The MTA does not an-
ticipate that the transition 
will cost more, Ortiz said.

Jim Gannon, a press 
representative for Trans-
port Workers Union Local 
100, said the MTA employ-

ees’ union opposed the 
depot reassignments. Lo-
cal 100 took the dispute to 
arbitration, arguing that 
the move violated the “pick 
rights” that guarantee 
drivers the right to choose 
their routes and hours by 
seniority.

Ultimately, the arbitra-
tor sided with the city.

“Not sure about cost 
or time. We made our stand 
against it, now [we] just 
have to deal with it,” Gan-
non wrote in an e-mail.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

one eye-popping statistic in 
the report. The two major 
airports in the borough ac-
counted for $42.4 billion in 
regional economic activity 
in 2012, from passenger and 
cargo operations as well as 
visitor and capital spend-
ing. JFK employed 35,000 
workers last year with an 
additional 11,000 employed 
at LaGuardia.

DiNapoli said modern-
ization and improvements 
at the airports will contin-
ue to drive the economic de-
velopment and that keeping 
the corporate headquarters 
of JetBlue in Queens was 
important. The airline 
moved from Forest Hills to 

Long Island City in 2012. 
The report said there are 
now 37 businesses in the 
borough with 1,000 or more 
employees.

“The study also shows 
that the neighborhoods 
with the greatest vitality 
have the largest immigrant 
communities,” DiNapoli 
said. “Immigrants account 
for 48 percent of the bor-
ough’s residents, the sec-
ond-highest share among 
large counties in the nation. 
The immigrant community 
and their small businesses 
are a backbone.”

Seth Bornstein, of the 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp., a sponsor of the 
event,  said “Queens is all 
about mom-and-pop small 
businesses with less than 
10 employees each that real-

ly drive the success and we 
need to help support them.”

The southern part of 
Queens is lagging behind 
because of the effects of 
Sandy, with 53,000 homes 
damaged or destroyed, 
while 2,000 businesses 
and nonprofits employing 
nearly 15,000 people were 
negatively affected by the 
storm. The study noted that 
recovery and reconstruc-
tion efforts for homes, busi-
nesses and infrastructure 
have made considerable 
progress, but work is ex-
pected to continue for sev-
eral years.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

rop

Continued from Page 4 

DiNapoli

Continued from Page 5 

Sandy

Continued from Page 2 

Gluck

Continued from Page 5 

Bus depot

Continued from Page 9 

Elmhurst

Commuters worry that express bus service will suffer delays with 
upcoming depot changes. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued from Page 4 

Rape

railroads themselves, but 
the added funding would 
allow them to dramatically 

increase the percentage of 
inspections and spot safety 
checks.

Meanwhile, represen-
tatives of the FRA Monday 
began what the agency 
called Operation Deep 
Dive, a 60-day inspection 

of Metro-North routes and 
equipment and visiting the 
sites of the derailment in 
the Bronx that left more 
than 60 injured as well as 
locations of three other less 
serious accidents.

Continued from Page 51 
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