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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Alternative transportation 
activists are revving up their 
campaign to make Queens Bou-
levard safer and more accessible 
for bikers, pedestrians and sub-
way and bus riders.

To push for changes on the 
“Boulevard of Death,” several 
dozen people braved the snow and 
sleet Saturday to join Transporta-
tion Alternatives’ Queens Activ-
ists Committee for a march along 
the major thoroughfare from 
Elmhurst to Forest Hills.

“Our goal is to bring a com-
plete street [design] to Queens 
Boulevard,” said Celia Castellan, 
who serves as the lead organizer 

for TA’s Zero on Queens Boule-
vard campaign, aimed at elimi-
nating pedestrian fatalities.

Castellan said the group or-
ganized the march partly in re-
sponse to the deaths of two men 
who had been walking on the 
sidewalk near Broadway Nov. 11 
when police said they were fatally 
struck by a car. Participants in 
the Winter Wander march paused 
at the site of the fatal accident.

“We once again had to real-
ize the numbing and totally un-
acceptable truth that our streets 
are not safe enough for the people 
who use them,” Castellan said.

The boulevard earned its 
nickname from the number of 

BY BILL PARRY

State Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli presented a new study 
that shows Queens has weathered 
the recession and is now a model 
of recovery that the rest of the 
state can learn from.

DiNapoli presented his find-
ings, titled “An Economic Snap-
shot of Queens” to a standing 
room-only crowd at Silvercup Stu-
dios in Long Island City Friday.

“Queens is a New York suc-
cess story,” DiNapoli said. “The 
infrastructure in the borough 
allowed for such a strong come-
back from the recession, from the 
airports to the cultural and enter-
tainment industry here.”

TV star Michael J. Fox 
stopped in for a few words during 
a break in the shooting of “The 
Michael J. Fox Show” in a studio 
across the hall.

“I want to voice whatever 
support I can to continue nurtur-
ing film and television produc-
tion in New York. It’s a big part of 
the city,” he said.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi (D-For-
est Hills) responded to the city’s decision to push 
for a controversial homeless shelter in Glendale 
by chastising the city Department of Homeless 
Services for failing to stem the need for such fa-
cilities.

Glendale residents rebuke city

for its homeless shelter plan
BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Bellerose resident 
said it would be a long road 
back to work after her hot 
dog truck burst into flames 
Monday morning.

Marie Emmi, who has 
sold franks, knishes and 
sausages at a Nassau shop-

ping center for three de-
cades, pulled into the Mobil 
Gas station, at 252-02 Union 
Turnpike just after 10 a.m. 
Emmi said she noticed 
smoke billowing around 
her when the gas station at-
tendee, Hayad Khan, began 
fueling her truck. Shock 
paralyzed her.

Khan pulled Emmi out 
of the vehicle before flames 
engulfed the truck.

“He saved my life,” 
Emmi said. “I was just 
watching that flame. I 
couldn’t move.”

FDNY officials said 
the department dispatched 

Boro economy
rebounds from
recession lows

Activists urge
safety steps

for Qns. Blvd.
Groups want to end pedestrian deaths

Continued on Page 13Continued on Page 13

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

Bellerose frank truck ignites

Firefighters surround Marie’s 
Hot Dogs after a fire in the truck. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

KWANZAA MELODIES

Kevin Nathaniel (front) from the group Heritage O.P. leads a song with a 
mbira as fellow musician Hasan Bakr looks on. The band performed dur-
ing a Kwanzaa celebration at the Langston Hughes Community Library in 
Corona. Photo by Christina Santucci
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FROM OUR FAMILY AT ST. JOHN, 
MOUNT ST. MARY, AND 

HOLY CROSS CEMETERIES, 
MERRY CHRISTMAS

www.ccbklyn.org

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed 
to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, 
decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived 
in her. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfi ll what the Lord had said through the prophet:  

‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel.’

Which means ‘God is with us.”
When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife 
into his home.  He had no relations with her until she bore a son, and he named him Jesus

Matthew 1:18-25
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Decades after a chemi-
cal company involved with 
the Manhattan Project 
closed, the government has 
returned to the defunct 
Ridgewood business in an 
attempt to designate it a Su-
perfund site.

The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
announced Dec. 11 that it 
intends to place a 0.75-acre 
area near the shuttered 
Wolff-Alport Chemical Co. 
in the Superfund cleanup 
because it contains radio-
active contamination.

Wolff-Alport operated 
out of 11-27 to 11-29 Irving 
Ave. until 1954, but the 
EPA’s plan also includes 
surrounding plots on Ir-
ving Avenue and 15-14 Coo-
per Ave., where toxic waste 
has been detected.

Customers and employ-
ees at a deli, auto body shop, 
construction company, ice-
making facility and a few 
other businesses included 

in EPA’s proposal are not 
immediately in danger but 
could face elevated cancer 
risks over time, according 
to a 2012 health consulta-
tion report issued by the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services

“The EPA has taken 
steps to protect workers 
and nearby residents from 
immediate exposure to ra-
diation,” Judith Enck, a re-
gional EPA administrator, 
said. “By adding the site 
to the Superfund list, the 
EPA can continue its work 
to protect people living and 
working in the area from 
long-term exposure to ra-
diation.”

After examining the 
extent of toxic contamina-
tion in Superfund sites 
and developing a plan to 
remediate hazards, the fed-
eral government attempts 
to bill responsible parties 
for cleanup work. The EPA 
said it was unclear whether 
a company contracted to 
work for the government 

could be held accountable 
for pollution at the Ridge-
wood site. If not, the federal 
government would foot the 
bill. Either way, Superfund 
status would direct more 
money to the former Wolff-
Alport site.

Wolff-Alport, which 
was contracted to assist 
with the Manhattan Project 
on atomic bomb research, 
processed sand from the 

Belgian Congo to remove 
and sell rare elements from 
1920-54. The company dis-
posed of hazardous and 
radioactive by-products, 
including thorium and ura-
nium, by dumping them in 
the sewer until the Atomic 
Energy Commission or-
dered it to stop in 1947.

Tests conducted dur-
ing the 1970s and ’80s re-
vealed radioactive contam-

ination in buildings, soil 
and sewers near Irving and 
Cooper avenues, but the 
hazardous material did not 
exceed health guidelines at 
the time, according to the 
Health and Human Servic-
es report.

After the level of ra-
diation deemed acceptable 
changed, the city and state 
began re-examining the 
area in 2007. Results detect-
ed radioactive material at 
least 20 feet below ground 
and suggested a sewage line 
and manholes may be con-
taminated, the EPA said.

Radiation levels in 
front of 11-29 Irving Ave. 
were deemed at least 75 
times higher than on the 
average city block, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices report. The document 
concluded people who regu-
larly walk on sidewalks 
along Irving Avenue and 
workers at Los Primos 
Auto Body Shop may have 
an elevated risk of develop-

ing cancer.
Alberto Rodriguez, 

manager of Los Primos, 
said he had spent 14 years 
working at the car shop 
and was concerned about 
the contamination.

“It’s no good for the 
salud, no good,” he said, 
using the Spanish word for 
“health.”

The EPA began taking 
steps to prevent exposure 
in 2012 and has since spent 
$2 million at the site.

The agency used con-
crete to seal a hole leak-
ing radioactive gas into a 
storage unit at PS/IS 384. 
Though the school is a 
block and a half away from 
the old chemical company, 
EPA has not included it in 
the proposed Superfund 
site. The agency said recent 
tests show students and 
staff are not in danger.

The EPA staff also 
placed concrete, lead and 
steel under sidewalks and 
buildings included in the 
anticipated cleanup site.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency seeks to declare the 
former Wolff-Alport Chemical Co. in Ridgewood a Superfund site. 

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Ridgewood site should be Superfund: EPA

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The founder of the Queens 
County Market decided to appeal 
to people’s taste buds to support 
typhoon relief in the Philippines 
Sunday.

The pop-up market held its 
first fund-raising pie bake-off 
at the Singlecut Beersmiths in 
Astoria during its monthly ar-
tisan fair, and all of the $700 in 
proceeds from the four-hour sale 
of sweet and savory treats were 
slated to go to Oxfam America, an 
international relief organization.

For a $12 tasting fee, visi-
tors could sample any of the more 
than 20 pies from businesses and 
home bakers alike before filling 
out scorecards for their favorites.

“I was born in the Philip-
pines, so it’s definitely a cause 
close to my heart,” said market 
founder Katrina Schultz-Richter, 
who added that she focused on 
baked goods because of a fond-
ness for them in the Philippines.

“Filipinos love pies,” she 
said.

Options included Rest-au-
Rant’s bourbon spiced apple 
bacon pie, Queens Kickshaw’s 
zucchini/squash creation with 

seaweed crust and scallion cream 
and a chocolate caramel pecan 
treat by baker Andreas Incontro. 
Astoria bakery Sweets First and 
Edible Queens also pitched in 
pies for the event.

Tecumseh Ceasar, an intern 
with Queens County Market, was 
not sure if the cranberry spiced 
rum eggnog pie by Rudy Martinez 
would win, but it scored the best 
for him.

“It blew my mind,” he said.
And other tasters agreed. 

The eggnog treat took home the 
award for best sweet pie, and 
Martinez was voted best local 
baker. The zucchini/squash dish 
won top honors in the savory cate-
gory, and Rest-au-Rant in Astoria 
earned the prize of best business 

in the competition.
Winners were presented with 

gift baskets stuffed with items 
like tea and kimchee from the 
Queens County Market shops.

Schultz-Richter set up the 
pop-up market in April 2012 and, 
depending on the location, any-
where from 10 to 20 sellers will 
participate.

Each vendor has its own spe-
ciality.

“You won’t see two cookie 
people or two salsa people,” she 
said.

Although many of the shops 
are based in Queens, the market 
also accepts vendors from other 
boroughs like a Harlem company 
with Jamaican goods and a Chai 
tea seller from Brooklyn.

Queens County Market has 
set up several times at Singlecut 
Beersmiths and has held the fair 
at locations throughout western 
Queens, including Sac’s Place res-
taurant in Astoria and Sunnyside 
Community Services.

Queens County Market founder Katrina Schultz-Richter dishes out pies. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Astoria plays host to Philippine typhoon fund-raiser
Queens County Market raises $700 in pie bake-off for relief with eggnog, squash treats winning awards

A cranberry spiced rum eggnog pie 
by Rudy Martinez won best sweet 
dessert. Photo by Christina Santucci
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FREE TRIAL WORKOUT

Body By Berle
Personal Training Center

Since 1986

GRAND OPENING 

GIVE  
GIFT 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

(718) 264–8787    

 Private atmosphere 
 No membership fee 
 By appointment only  
 One-on-One full body workout
 Maximize Fitness - Minimize Time NEW CLIENTS ONLY

$30per
session

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Trees that populated 
the historic Klein Farm in 
Fresh Meadows were re-
cently cut down, causing 
outrage among residents 
and elected officials.

What had been the 
last family-owned work-
ing farm in Queens before 
it was sold to the son of a 
notorious developer sits in 
the Fresh Meadows Special 
Planned Community Pres-
ervation District, meaning 
any changes to the prop-
erty have to be approved by 
the City Planning Commis-
sion.

“There are only two 
trees left,” said Community 
Board 8 member Tammy 
Osherov, who came run-
ning from her house when 
she heard the trees were 
being cut down. “We man-
aged to stop them for just a 
few moments.”

Osherov said she first 
noticed changes being made 

to the property, at 194-15 73 
Ave., at the end of October 
and that the property’s con-
tractors have been doing 

gradual work each week.
The city Department of 

Buildings issued the  prop-
erty’s owner a stop-work 

order last week when resi-
dents made complaints that 
multiple trees had been cut 
down and the driveway had 

been expanded without a 
permit. 

Buildings issued a 
violation to Audrey Realty 
Wednesday “for the sig-
nificant modification of an 
existing landscape at this 
location in violation of the 
zoning resolution,” a DOB 
spokeswoman said.

Before the violation 
was issued, a DOB spokes-
woman said violations had 
not been issued yet as the 
agency was working with 
the Planning Commission 
to investigate the matter.

Some CB 8 members, 
however, claimed the agen-
cies were squabbling over 
semantics in the property’s 
zoning resolution, which 
says “no substantial modi-
fications of existing to-
pography or landscaping, 
including plantings,” can 
be made without a special 
permit.

Florence Fisher, a CB 
8 member and president of 
the Mid Queens Commu-

nity Council, said the argu-
ment is over whether the 
tree removal qualifies as 
“substantial.”

“They need to make an 
amendment to the [zoning] 
law and add a definition of 
substantial. They need to 
be a little bit more clear as 
to what they mean by sub-
stantial,” she said.

Joe Klein sold the farm 
to Audrey Realty, owned by 
Henry Huang, son of con-
victed felon Thomas Huang, 
in 2003 for $4.3 million. The 
senior Huang was found 
guilty of damaging the 
landmarked RKO Theater 
in Flushing  in 1999. The 
developer pleaded guilty to 
spilling hundreds of gal-
lons of oil in the theater’s 
basement and for ignoring 
asbestos contamination in 
the building. He was sen-
tenced to five years proba-
tion and ordered to pay a 
$5,000 fine.

Henry Huang was not 
available for comment.

Historic Fresh Meadows farm’s trees cut down

Residents say contractors recently removed trees from the historic Klein Farm and expanded the 
driveway without permits. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Neighbors in St. Al-
bans are planning to make 
their voices heard at the 
city Board of Standards & 
Appeals after the commu-
nity board and the borough 
president gave lukewarm 
approvals to an affordable 
housing project.

The St. Albans Pres-
byterian Church is seek-
ing zoning variances so 
it can build a five-story, 
64,718-square-foot building 
at 118-27/47 Farmers Blvd. 

The area, made up 
mostly of two-story homes, 
is zoned for low, residen-
tial development and the 
church needs variances 
for its height, floor-to-area 
ratio, parking spaces and 
number of units.

Both Community 
Board 12 and Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
gave less-than-full-throated 
approval to the project, but 
the St. Albans Civic Asso-
ciation said it is ill-suited 
for the neighborhood.

“The issue is the mag-
nitude of the project,” said 
St. Albans Civic President 
Sharon Johnson. “There’s 
going to be a surge in popu-
lation on Farmers Boule-
vard of about 200 people.”

“The schools are al-
ready overcrowded and 
Farmers is congested,” she 
added. “I’ve lived there 55 
years and you can’t find 
parking anywhere. Where 

are all those cars going to 
park?”

Johnson pointed to 
the November community 
board meeting when the 
project was approved 19-9 
with eight abstentions as 
proof that the proposal is 
divisive.

The borough presi-
dent, too, expressed reser-
vations. Marshall recom-
mended the BSA approve 
the project on the condition 
that the church reach out to 
residents near the proposed 
building.

“St. Albans Presbyte-
rian Church is well-rooted 
in the neighborhood and 
has a long record of commu-
nity service,” the borough 
president said in a state-
ment. “The church’s proj-
ect would provide much-
needed affordable housing 
and allow the church to 

expand its valuable social 
programs.”

She pointed out that 
the proposed blueprint 
calls for a stepped design 
that should appease com-
munity concerns about the 
building’s heights.

“For these reasons, I 
believe the church’s vari-
ance application should 
be approved as long as the 
church agrees to establish 
and participate in a com-
munity dialogue group,” 
she said.

Johnson said she has 
collected 100 signatures 
from neighbors opposed to 
the proposal and several 
community members plan 
to voice their objection 
when the matter comes 
before the BSA, though no 
hearing has been sched-
uled.

11-01 43rd Ave., LIC, NY 11101
Phone: 212-319-7000
Email: events@zhotelny.com
WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE SPECIAL

$125*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight 
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format
$39.95* * for open bar only

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE COUPLES PACKAGE

$545*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format

PRIORITY SEATING FOR BOTTLE SERVICE
Please contact Z NYC Hotel for pricing 

After midnight, admission will be $30 per person.
Cocktail Attire is required! No jeans or sneakers. Dress code will be enforced.

*plus tax and service per person

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

The St. Albans Presbyterian Church is causing a stir with its plans 
to develop an out-of-character affordable housing project. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

St. Albans residents upset 
over church’s housing plan
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A pair of borough 
schools will receive $25,000 
each to help turn out 
Queens’ future leaders in 
the aviation industry.

The city’s hometown 
airline announced Tuesday 
it will dole out the grants 
to Aviation High School 
in Long Island City and 
the City University of New 
York’s Aviation Institute 
at York College in Jamaica 
through the newly created 
JetBlue Foundation.

“The sky is literally 
the limit for aviation stu-
dents,” said Joanna Ger-
aghty, president of the 
foundation’s board of di-
rectors. “Through the Jet-
Blue Foundation, we will 
continue our efforts to put 
aviation on the map as a ca-
reer choice for students of 
all ages and backgrounds. 
As a leader in the aviation 

space, we believe it is our 
responsibility to give back 
by making an investment 
in the future of this indus-
try.”

Aviation High — the 
country’s largest public, 
aeronautical high school 
— will use its grant to start 
a welding program that 
helps students planning to 
become a Federal Aviation 
Administration-certified 
maintenance technician.

JetBlue said more than 
80 of its current technicians 
got their start at the high 
school, which it partners 
with to provide mentoring 
and internships.

York’s Aviation Insti-
tute will use the grant to 
develop the curriculum for 
an FAA-approved certifica-
tion program for aircraft 
dispatchers, which will be 
the first of its kind at a pub-
lic school in New York.

BY BILL PARRY
 
A gigantic supermar-

ket has opened on North-
ern Boulevard where Long 
Island City, Sunnyside and 
Astoria come together.

The new Food Bazaar, 
at 47-02 Northern Blvd., 
is 61,000 square feet, with 
5,500 square feet for the 
produce section alone. 
There are also deli, bakery 
and seafood sections that 
feature live lobsters and 
crabs. Other amenities in-
clude five aisles devoted to 
foreign foods, with prod-
ucts from Poland, Greece, 
Japan, Korea, Peru, Ecua-
dor and other nations. Food 
Bazaar also sports street-
level and underground 
parking. The supermarket 
replaced a Pathmark that 
closed in 2012.

The supermarket was 
able to open in time for 
the holidays with the help 
of a city agency called the 
Business Acceleration 
Team. It streamlines the 
bureaucratic process that 
each new business must 
deal with when it comes to 
permits and inspections 
by numerous agencies. 
The acceleration team has 
helped 255 restaurants 
open throughout Queens 
since 2010, contributing to 
the employment of  employ 
2,477 workers throughout 
the borough, according to 
the team’s executive direc-
tor, Robinson Hernandez.

“This is the first super-
market we’ve done with a 
newly expanded program,” 
he said. “And it allowed the 
store to open 77 days earlier 
than scheduled.”

Hernandez said each 
qualified business gets 
a project manager who 
coordinates permits and 
schedules with a myriad 
of government agencies, 
like the city Department of 
Buildings, the city Board of 
Health, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
and even the city Fire De-
partment.

“We smooth down the 

bumps to make it an easier 
road for these businesses,” 
said Hernandez.

The Food Bazaar proj-
ect had particular signifi-
cance for Hernandez.

“I grew up eight blocks 
away in Astoria and as 
kids we always hung out 
at the old Pathmark. It was 
always an icon for us, so 
yeah, I was excited about 
this project,” he said.

Food Bazaar will em-
ploy 250 workers and oper-
ates 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. It is the com-
pany’s sixth supermarket 
to open in Queens.

The store emphasizes 
community involvement, 
according to Suzanne Kuc-
zun, the community rela-
tions manager.

“We’re very involved 
with City Harvest, donat-
ing food on a weekly basis,” 
she said. “We donate to or-
ganizations as well, be it 
schools or church groups. 
Whatever the needs of the 
community, we want to 
hear about it.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

York College President Marcia Keizs (l.) accepts a $25,000 grant 
from the JetBlue Foundation. Photo courtesy JetBlue Airways

Massive supermarket opens on Northern Boulevard nearly two months early, thanks to a city agen-
cy. Photo by Bill Parry

JetBlue gives $50K 
to two boro schools

Food Bazaar opens shop
City agency guides giant market through governmental red tape
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JORDAN’S

LOBSTER
2 $22
4 $44

F
O
R

F
O
R

3 $33
5 $50

F
O
R

F
O
R

RETAIL MARKET

COUPON
ONLY

MARKET
ONLY

STEAMED
NO LIMIT1 1/4

FRESH FISH 
SHRIMP AND
CLAMS TOO

EXP - 1/7/14

7AM TO 7PM T JANUARY 1ST 2014

OPEN EVERY DAY

FREE
PARKING

CLOSED
CHRISTMAS

DAY

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BROOKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (ACROSS FROM THE UA MOVIES)

OTHER 
SIZES

AVAILABLE

5 

RETAIL MARKET

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY BILL PARRY

The 82nd Street part-
nership and several Jack-
son Heights business own-
ers Tuesday celebrated the 
completion of a restoration 
project that upgraded sev-
eral storefronts, but the  
event was marred by pro-
testers who are fighting the 
BID’s plan to expand into 
Corona. 

City Small Business 
Services Commissioner 
Robert Walsh joined rep-
resentatives of the city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission and other 
community leaders and the 
owners of five stores for a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to unveil a building resto-
ration on 82nd Street on 
the corner of Roosevelt Av-
enue.

The gathering marked 
the end of the first stage of 
the 82nd Street Partner-
ship’s “Storefront Resto-
ration Program” that is 
upgrading three different 
properties on 82nd Street 
between Roosevelt and 37th 
avenues.

“We provided grants 
to five businesses to up-
grade their storefronts 
and expand their customer 
base,” said Seth Taylor, the 
business improvement dis-
trict’s executive director. 
The project’s first phase 
took seven weeks to com-
plete and Sagitario Bakery, 
the Top Gun clothing store, 

Mike’s Jewelry and two De-
vison Jewelry stores now 
have brand new façades.

The program aims to 
improve business condi-
tions and preserve retail 
diversity and Jackson 
Heights’ quality of life.

The building’s land-
lord could not have im-
proved the storefronts with-
out the assistance provided 
by the program.

“This building is in a 
landmark district, so it’s 
difficult to improve the 
store,” owner John Rapp 
said. “The BID and Com-
missioner Walsh did that 
for me. They tied me into 
a city program. I spent 
$120,000 on the project and 
I got a $10,000 rebate. That 
way I didn’t have to raise 
the rents on my tenants.”

The self-described 
“good landlord” agreed 
with Taylor that the reno-
vation project makes the 
neighborhood more attrac-
tive and inviting to shop-
pers.

The Business Improve-
ment District’s efforts do 
not please everyone, how-
ever.

As the business people 
and community leaders 
wrapped up their ribbon-
cutting, a vocal band of 15 
protesters arrived chanting 
“No to the BID” in English 
and Spanish. The group of 
street vendors and small 
business owners known as 
the Roosevelt Avenue Com-
munity Alliance is fighting 

the proposed expansion of 
the BID into Corona.

“Street vendors and 
small business owners are 
at risk,” said Rafael Sa-
manez, executive director 
of Vamos Unidos, a nonprof-
it organizer of immigrant 
street vendors. “The expan-
sion will increase property 
taxes that will raise the 
rents and ruin small busi-
ness, making way for cor-
porate chains to move in. 
It’s a citywide problem.”

Eduardo Giraldo, own-
er of ABETX International 
Brokers of Jackson Heights, 
said, “I’m an insurance bro-
ker who deals with these 
vendors and small business 
owners, and I’m here to sup-
port them. We have to make 
the community aware that 
small business is dying all 
over the city.”

The landlord, Rapp, 
disagreed with the protest-
ers.

“All I know is I 
wouldn’t have been able to 
upgrade these storefronts 
without the BID. They’re a 
big help,” he said.

Despite the protest, 
Taylor said the expansion 
proceeds while building 
broad based, overwhelm-
ing support for a Jackson 
Height-Corona Business 
Improvement District. 
More than 200 businesses 
and property owners and 
more than 1,000 residents 
signed their support in No-
vember.

Anti-BID expansion protesters mar ribbon-cutting event for  businesses in Jackson Heights. 
Photo by Bill Parry

82nd Street Partnership
marks storefront project
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HAVE A HAPPY & HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON!
From your friends & family at O’NEILL’S

64-21 53rd Drive    Maspeth, NY    (718) 672-9696

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
PLEASE JOIN US

CHRISTMAS EVE - Tue., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Wed., Dec. 25
Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
ANNOUNCING THE RETURN OF DJ NICKY BOP

Tuesday, December 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S
Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.

We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 
complimentary noisemakers, party hats, our all-night DJ Nicky Bop, 

and a complimentary champagne toast at midnight!
Or come celebrate with us the morning after

When we roll out our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch menu!

Offi ce Functions Family Parties
Select dates are still available

Call for availability

Holiday 
Gift Cards 
Available!
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Redeemer Luther Church in Bayside held its annu-
al Living Nativity, a performance depicting the birth of 
Jesus Christ, over the weekend on the church’s lawn, at 
36-01 Bell Blvd. Dozens of people gathered Sunday night 
to watch the event, which featured a donkey and other 
farm animals.

A young girl portraying the angel, Gabriel, ap-
pears to Annette Leroux, who plays Mary, in the 
Living Nativity. Photo by Christina Santucci

Christmas story told 
by church’s Nativity

Annette Leroux and Richard Schaefer depict 
Jesus’ parents Mary and Joseph at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church. Photo by Christina Santucci

Participants in Redeemer Lutheran Church’s annual Living Nativity surround a manger at the conclu-
sion of the performance.  Photo by Christina Santucci

A choir of angels is positioned on the Bayside church’s roof.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

Men portraying the three wise men make their 
way across the lawn on Bell Boulevard.  

Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens College program helps post-Sandy workers
BY ALEX ROBINSON

Laborers working on 
post-Superstorm Sandy 
reconstruction now have 
someone looking out for 
their health.

The Center for the Bi-
ology of Natural Systems at 
Queens College announced 
it was issued a federal 
grant of $547,000 to con-
duct research on improv-
ing working conditions for 
post-disaster reconstruc-
tion efforts.

“Given what we all 
learned from the illness of 
workers engaged in cleanup 
of Ground Zero, it is criti-
cal to prevent post-disaster 
workers from becoming 
ill when we are uncertain 
about the hazards,” said Dr. 
Steven Markowitz, director 
of the CBNS.

The program works di-
rectly with construction la-
borers to identify hazards 
that exist and find ways 
to address them. The pro-

gram’s coordinators have 
collaborated with Make the 

Road New York, a citywide 
nonprofit that works with 

immigrant laborers, in two 
steps.

The first included edu-
cating 518 workers about 
chemical, biological and 
electrical hazards. Labor-
ers were then provided with 
the proper equipment, such 
as respirators and steel-toe 
boots, to deal with hazard-
ous materials. The second 
step,  for which the grant 
was given, will have 20 la-
borers from the original 
group assess more than 200 
post-Sandy worksites using 
information they learned 
in the first section.

“Then we’re going to 
gather them in groups and 
talk about what worked and 
what didn’t,” Markowitz 
said. “We want to further 
train them to recognize the 
hazards and then we can 
figure out the remaining 
barriers.”

The information that 
comes out of the assess-
ments, interviews and dis-
cussions will then be used 
to create new training 
methods to address work-

place safety. These tech-
niques will be distributed 
to labor organizations in 
the hope they will be used 
to educate workers across 
the whole construction in-
dustry, Markowitz said.

From 2003-11, Markow-
itz treated workers who had 
become sick because of ex-
posure to toxins at Ground 
Zero. He said he has not yet 
seen the same level of ill-
ness in workers after San-
dy, but that programs like 
the one at the CBNS are vi-
tal in preventing the same 
kind of significant health 
problems.

“I don’t think the haz-
ards in relation to Sandy 
are as immediately danger-
ous as Ground Zero. It’s a 
different dust. There were 
no fires and no smoke .... 
that’s why we haven’t seen 
health problems yet, but if 
you’re removing sheet rock 
from the 1980s they might 
have asbestos behind 
them,” he said.

Day laborers receive training to do Superstorm Sandy cleanup work safely at the Center for the 
Biology of Natural Systems at Queens College. Photo courtesy Jonah Markowitz
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 

(D-Jackson Heights) joined 
the nationwide “Fast for 
Families” last week in sup-
port of immigration reform 
that would provide undocu-
mented immigrants with a 
path to citizenship.

Crowley took a turn 
fasting for a day in support 
of a group of advocates who 
fasted in front of the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington to 
bring attention to the fact 
that an immigration re-
form bill, passed by the U.S. 
Senate in May had never 
been brought before Con-
gress for a vote.

“For 30 days brave ad-
vocates and faith leaders 
have fasted to demonstrate 
their commitment to fixing 
our nation’s broken immi-
gration system. These advo-

cates have spoken with their 
voices and their hearts, and 
now they are speaking with 
every fiber of their body,” 
Crowley said. “I’m proud to 
stand in solidarity with the 
fasters and I hope that their 
actions, and the outpouring 
of support they are receiv-
ing, will make my Republi-
can colleagues realize that 
the call for immigration re-
form isn’t going away.”

Crowley went without 
food for 24 hours and took 
over from U.S. Rep. Zoe Lof-
gren (D-Calif.) Thursday in 
a  line of 33 fasting Congress 
members.

Determined activists 
held ceremonies last week 
in Washington as Congress 
was coming to a close for 
the year.

“We made it very clear 
the ‘Fast for Families’ is 
not over until we manage 

to achieve immigration re-
form,” said S.J. Jung, presi-

dent of the Flushing-based 
MinkWon Center for Com-

munity Action. “As soon as 
Congress reopens, we’ll re-

launch our campaign.”
Jung, who participated 

in the fast for eight days be-
fore being forced to end his 
strike by doctors, returned 
to Washington last week 
to attend the ceremonies. 
He was accompanied by 
busloads of fellow activists 
that included five members 
of the MinKwon Center, a 
nonprofit in Flushing that 
advocates for immigrant’s 
rights. Jung said a number 
of congressional members, 
including House Minor-
ity Leader Nancy Pelosi 
(D-Calif.), attended the cer-
emonies.

Jung and other activ-
ists also visited the office of 
House Speaker John Boeh-
ner (R-Ohio) to express 
their displeasure that im-
migration reform was nev-
er brought before the House 
for a vote.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (l.) receives a ribbon, which symbolizes those fasting, from his colleague, Rep. 
Zoe Lofgren. Photo courtesy Crowley

Crowley fasts for immigration reform
33 members of Congress take turns abstaining from food for full day in front of U.S. Capitol
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Long Island City watch fi rm heads for old Leviton site
BY SARINA TRANGLE

A watch manufactur-
ing company that must 
vacate its Long Island City 
headquarters has secured 
$13 million in subsidies to 
remain in the city by relo-
cating to the former Levi-
ton site in Little Neck.

E. Gluck Corp. applied 
for benefits through the 
city Industrial Develop-
ment Agency after learning 
it had to leave the space it 
leases from City University 
of New York, at 29-10 Thom-
son Ave., by May.

The company sought 
to sign a lease for 60-15 Lit-
tle Neck Parkway, where 
Leviton Manufacturing Co. 
produced electrical wiring 
equipment for 35 years, but 
did not have the budget to 
finance the facility expan-
sion and buy the new equip-
ment it would require to 
function there.

The IDA, an agency 
that focuses on economic 
development and job reten-

tion, has since agreed to 
provide more than $13 mil-
lion in property and sales 
tax abatement for 25 years 
to offset some of the $11.78 
million the property owner, 
Steel Tribune LLC, plans to 
spend on construction.

Empire State Develop-

ment has signed off on up to 
$2.5 million in job tax cred-
its and a $500,000 grant, 
which E. Gluck will put 
toward financing $9.73 mil-
lion of new equipment.

The IDA estimated 
the city would reap $63.4 
million from E. Gluck over 

25 years, receiving about 
$187,529 in tax revenue from 
each of the approximately  
390 full-time employees ex-
pected to work at E. Gluck’s 
new location.

The watch company 
did not return several re-
quests for comment.

Community Board 11 
and state Assemblyman 
Edward Braunstein (D-
Bayside) indicated they 
thought E. Gluck would be 
a good fit for the neighbor-
hood.

The company is not re-
quired to discuss its plans 
with the community board 
because it is not seeking 
zoning changes, but CB 11 
District Manager Susan 
Seinfeld said E. Gluck had 
planned to come before the 
board but canceled.

She said Little Neck 
seemed eager to welcome 
the new neighbor.

“They — especially the 
community surrounding 
the area — had felt this was 
similar to what Leviton 
was,” Seinfeld said. “They 
expressed that this was a 
better fit than some other 
kinds of businesses that 
would bring in lots more 
people ... and be more dis-
ruptive.”

Braunstein said E. 
Gluck staff described a typ-

ical workday as a 9 a.m.-to-5 
p.m. operation that would 
not come with loud noise, 
pollution or truck traffic.

The company designs 
watches, manufacturers 
parts in Asia and then as-
sembles them in New York. 
E. Gluck’s watches run 
from $19.99 to $800 a piece 
and are sold at several re-
tailers, including Walmart, 
J.C. Penney, Macy’s and 
Bloomingdale’s, according 
to its IDA application.

E. Gluck will be 
expanding Leviton’s 
154,000-square-foot facil-
ity by about 81,000 square 
feet, adding a new heating 
and cooling system and 
rushing to build identical 
automated distribution 
and sorting equipment to 
ensure its production is not 
disrupted.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

A watch manufacturer required to leave its Long Island City headquarters plans to move to the for-
mer Leviton plant in Little Neck.

Officers from the Brooklyn Warrant Squad join McGruff and Panko, the police horse, with Linda and Aldo, residents of St. Mary’s. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Police bring holiday cheer to St. Mary’s
Police officers from several NYPD units, including Emergency Service Unit 10, the Brookyln Warrant Squad, 

Mounted police, K-9 officers and Highway Patrol, visited St. Mary’s Healthcare System for Children in Bayside Tuesday 
afternoon to drop off donations from their holiday drive.

St. Mary’s resident Frankie (r.) gets a closer look at Police Officer 
John O’Connor’s sidekick, Wyatt. Photo by Christina Santucci

Youngster Negen tries on a police vest outside St. Mary’s. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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“How great is that?” 
DiNapoli asked. “If that 
isn’t an endorsement for the 
film and tax credit, I don’t 
know what else will.”

The study showed 
that Queens gained more 
than 30,000 jobs during the 
recovery, 2 1/2 times the 
number of jobs lost in the 
recession. The number of 
business establishments 
in the borough reached 
44,070 in 2011, an increase 
of 12 percent since 2003. 
The study also found that 
the unemployment rate in 
Queens has been consis-
tently lower than the city-
wide average over the last 
two decades.

Incoming Borough 
President Melinda Katz, 
one of many elected offi-
cials attending, said “you 
should never have to go 
over a bridge or go through 
a tunnel to have a job.”

The rise in anger in 
many Queens neighbor-
hoods toward the level 

of noise emanating from 
LaGuardia and John F. 
Kennedy International air-
ports may be placated by 
one eye-popping statistic in 
the report. The two major 
airports in the borough ac-
counted for $42.4 billion in 
regional economic activity 
in 2012, from passenger and 
cargo operations as well as 
visitor and capital spend-
ing. JFK employed 35,000 
workers last year with an 
additional 11,000 employed 
at LaGuardia.

DiNapoli said modern-
ization and improvements 
at the airports will contin-
ue to drive the economic de-
velopment and that keeping 
the corporate headquarters 
of JetBlue in Queens was 
important. The airline 
moved from Forest Hills to 
Long Island City in 2012. 
The report said there are 
now 37 businesses in the 
borough with 1,000 or more 
employees.

“The study also shows 
that the neighborhoods 
with the greatest vitality 
have the largest immigrant 
communities,” DiNapoli 
said. “Immigrants account 

for 48 percent of the bor-
ough’s residents, the sec-
ond-highest share among 
large counties in the nation. 
The immigrant community 
and their small businesses 
are a backbone.”

Seth Bornstein, of the 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp., a sponsor of the 
event,  said “Queens is all 
about mom-and-pop small 
businesses with less than 
10 employees each that real-
ly drive the success and we 
need to help support them.”

The southern part of 
Queens is lagging behind 
because of the effects of 
Sandy, with 53,000 homes 
damaged or destroyed, 
while 2,000 businesses 
and nonprofits employing 
nearly 15,000 people were 
negatively affected by the 
storm. The study noted that 
recovery and reconstruc-
tion efforts for homes, busi-
nesses and infrastructure 
have made considerable 
progress, but work is ex-
pected to continue for sev-
eral years.

people who have died in 
traffic accidents. In 1997, a 
record-high 18 people were 
killed, according to the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion. In 2011, that figure fell 
to zero, but two people died 
last year.

The DOT said safety 
is the agency’s top prior-
ity and noted that traffic 
fatalities in Queens have 
fallen 35 percent in the last 
10 years.

Over the past decade, 
countdown signals have 
been installed at more than 
60 intersections on Queens 
Boulevard, the speed limit 
has been lowered from 35 
to 30 mph and the intersec-
tion with Union Turnpike 
in Kew Gardens has been 
redesigned, according to 
the DOT.

“While there are no 
plans for a bike lane on 
Queens Boulevard at this 
time, it is important to note 
that Queens Boulevard 
combines particularly in-

tense vehicular traffic with 
a high volume of pedestri-
ans,” DOT spokeswoman 
Nicole Garcia said.

Red light cameras, 
electronic boards showing 
cars’ speed, 46,000 feet of 
pedestrian fencing, high-
visibility crosswalks, up-
dated signs and several 
street closures to vehicles 
have also been part of im-
provements on the 7-mile 
boulevard, according to the 
agency.

But advocates said the 
changes like fences on the 
medians between lanes and 

longer countdown-clock 
timing mainly prevent pe-
destrians from jaywalking.

“It doesn’t really pro-
vide a safe haven for pe-
destrians to find a respite 
in the middle of their long 
12-to-14 lane walk,” Castel-
lan said.

The Queens Activ-
ist Committee, made up of 
about 30 to 40 people, has 
so far collected more than 
2,000 signatures from peo-
ple in favor of pedestrian 
improvements, bike infra-
structure and select bus 
service. Elected officials, 

Continued from Page 1 

DiNapoli
Continued from Page 1 

Boulevard

www.TimesLedger.com

Attendees, including Jeff Guyton (c.), walk on the sidewalk along 
Queens Boulevard. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Hevesi said data show-
ing that the economic crisis 
has stranded more families 
in shelters for longer peri-
ods of time suggests that 
DHS’s approach would lead 
to another dead end for the 
125 families it proposes put-
ting in a temporary hous-
ing facility, at 78-16 Cooper 
Ave.

“DHS by its own admis-
sion has been unsuccessful 
in fulfilling one of its core 
missions,” Hevesi said of 
the department’s goal to 
move families into perma-
nent housing. “It does not 
stand that just continually 
to add facilities, as DHS is 
proposing in this case, will 
automatically decrease the 
length of stay for families 
in need.”

The assemblyman was 
among a dozen people who 
testified against Samari-
tan Village’s bid to create 
and run a 125-family home-
less shelter for five years 
during the mayor’s Office 

of Contract Service hear-
ing in Manhattan Dec. 12. 
Agencies are required to 
hold such a forum to solicit 
public feedback on con-
tracts of $100,000 or more.

A preliminary draft 
of the contract notes that 
Samaritan Village must 
maintain a 95 percent occu-
pancy rate and fill vacated 
rooms within 24 hours. 
DHS would pay Samaritan 
Village up to $115.33 daily 
per occupied room.

Elected officials and 
neighbors railed against 
the city’s plan to spend up 
to $27.5 million, transform-
ing a vacant sewing mill 
and airplane part manu-
facturing factory into a 
shelter and operating it for 
five years. They argued 
that putting money into a 
residential building closer 
to subway lines, service 
providers and jobs would 
be a wiser investment. The 
Cooper Avenue building is 
about 1.3 miles from the M 
train.

Others had more per-
sonal concerns. Katharina 
Voudouris said the shelter 
would drag down the qual-

ity of life in Glendale.
“I work very long 

hours and very hard to af-
ford a home in Glendale,” 
Voudouris said. “We’re con-
cerned about our property 
values.”

Mark Pearson, a mem-
ber of the 104th Precinct’s 
Civilian Observation Pa-
trol, said the influx of 
people would overwhelm a 
neighborhood filled with 
mostly one-to-two-family 
homes and an overcrowded 
school district.

“Where are these 
children going to go?” said 
Pearson, whose son has 
35 students in his class. 
“There are already 30-plus 
children per class in a ma-
jority of these schools.”

Many said they were 
nervous that the shelter, 
which is about a third of 
a mile from IS 119, would 
bring sex offenders near 
children.

Shelters cannot legally 
inquire about residents’ 
criminal backgrounds, but 
Lisa Black, assistant com-
missioner of government 
and community relations 
for DHS, said it is rare for 

two trucks and two engines 
to the gas station at 10:15 
a.m. Emergency personnel 
blocked off Union Turnpike 
and Little Neck Parkway 
while firefighters battled 
the blaze. The fire was con-
tained by 11 a.m. 

Officials have not de-
termined what sparked the 
flames.

Nobody required med-
ical attention, but Emmi 

says she is still shaken and 
unsure of how to resurrect 
her Marie’s Hot Dog busi-
ness.

“I feel very lost,” Emmi 
said. “I’m afraid to even put 
gas in my own car.”

But Emmi said she 
misses her customers and 
is determined to return to 
the Lake Success Shopping 
Center in New Hyde Park. 
Emmi has kept Marie’s 
Hot Dogs stationed there 
since she purchased the 
food truck business from a 
friend.

“I have to start all 
over again,” Emmi said. 
“There’s a lot of money in-
volved — I have to do my 
license. I have to get my 
truck inspected.”

It will cost Emmi at 
least $15,000 to buy a new 
truck and revive her child-
hood dream.

“When I was little, ev-
ery time I seen a hot dog 
truck, I used to say to my-
self, ‘Gee, maybe one day 
I’ll get a truck,’” Emmi 
said.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Shelter

Food truck

family shelters to house sex 
offenders.

About 30 registered sex 
offenders live within ZIP 
code 11385, which includes 
Glendale, according to the 
state Division of Criminal 
Justice Services.

Community Board 
5 District Manager Gary 
Giordano said the board 
unanimously voted to op-
pose the shelter and was 
outraged that it was noti-
fied about the Dec. 12 pub-
lic hearing by being carbon 

copied on an e-mail between 
the mayor’s office and DHS 
after business hours Dec. 6.

Black said Samaritan 
Village, a Health and Hu-
man Services organization 
based in Briarwood, at-
tempted to discuss its plans 
with the community board 
by faxing a letter to the or-
ganization in August.

DHS said many of the 
community’s concerns 
were premature because 
the department would treat 
the $27.5 million as the cap 

in price negotiations with 
Samaritan Village. If the 
department and nonprofit 
reach an agreement, the 
city would invest money 
in studies gauging how the 
shelter would affect the en-
vironment and infrastruc-
ture. DHS would present 
the contract to the comp-
troller for approval if such 
tests show a transitional 
housing facility could func-
tion at that location.

www.TimesLedger.com
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

HOT ITEMS
ON SALE
LET US CATER
YOUR HOLIDAY

PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY!

Christmas Roasts
Fresh Hams

Holiday Platters
Coldcut Platters

Traditional German Choices
Herring in Cream Sauce

Herring Salad
Rollmops

Stammtisch Stollen
$10.99 lb.

Hot Spiced Glühwein
Not Responsible for Any Typographical Errors.

FULL LINE OF
HOLIDAY
IMPORTS
ON OUR SHELVES
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