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The new developers of Flush-
ing’s RKO Keith’s Theatre will 
not deviate from old plans to 
develop the site into a 17-story 
mixed use complex, but might 
consider building condos rather 
than rental units, the developer’s 
representative said.

“The real important thing 
for the community to know is 
they bought the plans and they 
are adhering to existing approv-
als by the community and city,” 
Michael Nussbaum said. “They 
aren’t asking for any additional 
changes and are committed to re-
storing the landmarked lobby.”

The landmarked theater, 
which has sat vacant, at 135-35 
Northern Blvd., for 25 years, was 
sold to developer JK Equities, 
headed by Jerry Karlik, for $30 
million last week.

The site’s previous owner, 
Patrick Thompson, bought the 
property for $20 million in 2010 
and planned to build 357 rental 
units, 17,000 square feet of retail 
space and a seniors community 
facility.

Nussbaum said Karlik might 
consider constructing condos as 
he believes the market in Flush-
ing has turned to make them 
more viable than they were five 
years ago.

“Things have changed in 
terms of the economy as well 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A new Bayside business 
hopes to have Bell Boulevard 
ringing with the sound of wood-
winds, strings and singing.

Vienna Music, a classical 
instrument and voice school, 
opened at 41-08 Bell Blvd. Nov. 
30. The second-floor business 
boasts an airy foyer that doubles 
as a concert hall complete with 
a grand piano, nine individual 
practice rooms and a larger space 
for group classes.

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 36

Music school
makes debut
in Bayside 

RKO Keith’s gets new owner
Developer pays $30M for Flushing landmark, which could have condos instead of rentals

A CNG Publication Vol. 79 No. 52 60 total pages

COOL PUPS

Queens College student Gabriel Cabrera holds up one of eight puppies brought to the college for finals week to help 
students relax. See coverage on Pages 2, 16. Photo by Christina Santucci
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to woo soccer stadium
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
A 73-year-old woman 

who lived in the Flushing 
House Retirement Home 
died last week in a fire 
she accidentally started by 
smoking in bed, the home 
said.

“The resident had been 
smoking in bed and appar-
ently fell asleep, and the lit 
cigarette ignited her bed on 
fire,” the retirement home 
said in a statement.

More than 100 fire-
fighters and 25 fire trucks 
responded to the two-alarm 
fire, at 38-20 Bowne St., 
shortly after midnight Dec. 
19.

Michael Rosen, a resi-
dent of Flushing House Re-
tirement Home who said he 
was the woman’s neighbor, 
identified her as Natalie 
Blatt, but the retirement 
residence and Fire Depart-
ment refused to confirm 
the woman’s identity.

“She asked me to buy 
her cigarettes last week, 
but I said no,” Rosen said.

Firefighters found the 
woman inside her apart-
ment, which was engulfed 
in flames, with more than 
90 percent of her body 
burned. She was taken to 
Flushing Hospital, where 
she was pronounced dead 
on arrival, the Fire Depart-
ment said.

“It’s very sad,” Rosen 
said. “She was a very sweet 
lady and a widow who 
would come over to have 
coffee with me.”

The FDNY refused to 
confirm the cause of the 
blaze and said the investi-

gation was ongoing.
The fire did not spread 

to any other units in the 
building and no one else 
was injured, the Fire De-
partment said.

It was not known 
whether the home had a no 
smoking policy.

 “The staff and resi-
dents mourn the loss of one 
of our own,” the Flushing 
House Retirement Home 
said in a statement. “We 
remain committed to the 
health and safety of the 
residents who call this 
community their home. 
Our entire community is 
mourning the tragic loss 
of a family member, and 
we give thanks for your 
thoughts and prayers.”

Police said the inci-
dent was not considered 
suspicious.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Queens College stu-
dents found the perfect re-
lief for exam period stress 
this year: puppies.

The school’s student 
association organized a 
puppy room in the Rosen-
thal Library, where stu-
dents busy at work could 
take a break to play with 
some furry friends.

“We did some research 
and found that animal 
therapy is a proven way 
to reduce stress. We heard 
about a school in Dallas 
that did this last year. So 
we said, ‘Why not bring it 
to Queens College?’” said 
Matthew Louie, president 
of the school’s student as-
sociation.

Louie contracted 
Puppy Parties, a Brooklyn-
based pet store, to bring 
six puppies and two fully 
grown dogs to the school. It 
cost the student association 
$800 for nine hours with the 
puppies split across three 
days. This included food 
for the dogs as well as two 
people to staff the event.

Dozens of students 
lined up at a time to get 
their puppy fix.

“These puppies do 
not live off food. They live 
off petting and love. They 
won’t live till the end of the 
day if you don’t pet them,” 
the store’s owner David Di-
etz told students, who need-
ed little encouragement.

“This is the best idea. 
It takes your mind off ev-
erything else but puppies,” 
said Maggie Murphy, a 

grad student at Queens Col-
lege. “It’s the most brilliant 
therapy method I’ve ever 
heard of.”

More than 40 students 
filed through the room in 
each 15-minute session. 
Students were allowed to 
return as long as they wait-
ed in line again.

“How could you not 
love this?” said Kamran 
Keypour, a freshman who 
had returned for a second 
dose of puppies. “I want to 
take the pomeranian home. 
It’s adorable.”

Dietz has owned his 
pet store for 40 years and 
started Puppy Parties sev-
en years ago.

“They’re better than 
clowns, magicians or face 

painting. All the kids 
want puppy parties. It’s 
also great for the puppies 
because they find homes 
faster,” he said.

The puppies’ ages 
ranged from nine weeks to 
four months. Among them 
were terriers and a Pomer-
anian as well as a 14-year-
old golden retriever named 

Jimmy.
The event was not lim-

ited to students as faculty 
members and campus po-
lice showed up to take in 
the puppies.

Even Queens College 
President James Muyskens, 
who said he was not a dog 
person, came by to see what 
the puppy room was all 
about.

“It’s so important for 
students to have ways to 
relieve stress during the 
exam period, and this is 
such a creative way to do 
that,” Muyskens said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

The window is missing from an 
apartment damaged in a fire 
that killed a senior at Flushing 
House Retirement Residence. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Seth Glanzman (l.) and Lauren Calamia take part in an activity where puppies are let loose on top of 
them for more than 30 seconds. See more photos on Page 16. Photo by Christina Santucci

Flushing senior dies 
in blaze at residence

Pups soothe exam takers
Queens College students reduce stress by playing with canine friends

It’s the most 
brilliant therapy 
method I’ve ever 

heard of.
Maggie Murphy

Queens College Student
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Flushing’s New York Hospi-
tal Queens has become the city’s 
second hospital to install a cut-
ting-edge, drug-dispensing robot 
in its pharmacy.

The robot, which can be oper-
ated remotely by a pharmacist, is 
an automated system that stores 
and distributes doses of medica-
tion, making the whole process 
of getting drugs to a patient more 
efficient.

“Years ago, I used to sort 
medication with a spatula. Tech-
nology is amazing,” said Alex 
Melchert, director of the hospi-
tal’s pharmacy.

The robot was designed to 
check  the medication and dosage 
twice before sending it out to pa-
tients. This will greatly reduce 
the risks of potential medica-
tion errors, as it eradicates any 
human error that may have oc-
curred in the past, Melchert said. 
It will also barcode every drug 
that comes into the robot, reduc-

ing the possibility of a patient get-
ting somebody else’s medication.

“We really don’t know how 
many errors are happening in the 

United States, as nobody has re-
ally calculated them because it’s 
impossible,” Melchert said. “With 
something like this, you will be 
able to document how many times 
you’ve had a near miss, how many 
times you’ve had medications that 
look very much alike, or that have 
similar names that could confuse 
somebody. We’ll actually get some 
real documentation to see exactly 
where our opportunities are to 
improve things.”

The robot, which cost the 
hospital  $1.5 million, will also 
check the expiration date of medi-
cation as it goes.

The new machine only needs 
one technician to operate it at a 
time, which Melchert said will 
free up the hospital’s staff to make 
timely deliveries.

“That’s all very time-con-
suming stuff we do with techni-
cians and we can better utilize 
that staff to work in the delivery 
process and to help out with the 
nurses,” he said. “The robot can 
do all this and doesn’t get bored.”

Pharmacists will not need to 
be on site with the new system, 
but will remotely check every 
canister that is placed into the 
robot, which contains five days’ 
worth of medication.

“We’re at the point now 
where the pharmacist doesn’t 
need to be here. He could be at 
home verifying orders and the ro-
bot can process them,” said Kevin 
Wilkin, the pharmacy’s assistant 
director.

The robot, which sits in the 
hospital’s new, state-of-the-art 
pharmacy, is expected to be oper-
ational Jan. 1. New York Univer-
sity’s hospital installed the first 
such robot in the city.

The hospital’s staff has held 
a naming competition for the me-
chanical addition to their staff, 
but has not yet determined a win-
ner.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

A robot that dispenses medication to patients sits in New York Hospital Queens’ 
new state-of-the-art pharmacy. Photo by Alex Robinson

NYHQ installs new robot to sort pharmacy’s drugs
$1.5 million machine will dispense 2,600 different types of medication to the hospital’s patients
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A still shaken friend 

and neighbor witnessed 
the tragic death of 8-year-
old Noshat Nahin,  who 
was struck and killed by a 
tractor-trailer in Woodside 
as he walked to school last 
week.

“It was horrible. I 
haven’t been able to sleep,” 
said Dr. Shaila Suopana in 
an emotional voice Monday 
evening.

The third-grader was 
trying to cross Northern 
Boulevard with his 11-year-
old sister to get to PS 152 at 
62nd Street for the last day 
of school before the Christ-
mas break. 

“The boy was crossing 
the road and this big truck 
made a left-hand turn, nev-
er seeing him,” Suopana 
recalled. “The huge truck 
hit the boy, knocking him 
down. His sister was im-
mediately in shock, and I 
think I was, too.”

The boy had moved 

to Queens with his family 
from Bangladesh only a few 
months ago.

Suopana said the facts 
she learned about the acci-
dent later made her angry.

The driver of the truck, 
Mauricio Osorio-Palomino, 
51, of Newark, N.J., was ar-
rested for allegedly driving 
with a suspended license, 
which is misdemeanor usu-
ally punishable with a fine 
or up to a year in jail.

“It was clearly the driv-
er’s fault and then I found 
out he was unlicensed. I 
can’t believe it,” Suopana 
said.

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) in-
troduced legislation that 
would make it a felony for 
motorists who drive with 
suspended licenses and kill 
or seriously injure someone 
in the process.

 Speaking Monday at 
the corner of 61st Street 
and Northern Boulevard 
in Woodside, where Noshat 
died last Friday, Gianaris 

said, “A little boy is dead 
because this driver was 
still on the road despite re-
peated unsafe driving vio-
lations.”

The senator also pro-
posed the immediate im-
poundment of the license 
plate of a vehicle being op-
erated by someone with a 
suspended license.

“I am hopeful that 

these bills will become law 
and help prevent tragedies 
like this one,” Gianaris 
said.

Noshat was on his way 
to class at PS 152, which 
stands at the other side of 
six lanes of traffic. There 
was no crossing guard at 
the corner.

“How on earth can you 
have a school zone with no 

crossing guard on such a 
busy street?” asked Suo-
pono, 

   City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said “the school 
has requested a crossing 
guard for months and the 
city administration let 
them down.”

 He added, “That’s an 
outrage that should have 

been prevented.”
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-

East Elmhurst) called for a 
comprehensive street safe-
ty plan for the city.

“Speed cameras and 
other technologies as well 
as crossing guards need to 
be included,” he said.

Several safety activists 
joined the elected officials 
at the news conference. 
Paul Steely White, execu-
tive director of Transporta-
tion Alternatives, said, “It’s 
unconscionable that kids 
are dying in these streets. 
That truck didn’t even have 
crossover mirrors to see 
short pedestrians. More 
than one thing went wrong 
here.”

He produced statistics 
that showed drivers who 
had their licenses suspend-
ed or revoked for safety rea-
sons are among the most 
dangerous and twice as 
likely to cause a fatal acci-
dent. From 2007-11, drivers 
with suspended licenses 
killed 181 city residents.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Community leaders 
blasted new details about 
parking at the proposed 
Flushing Commons project 
that the developers unveiled 
at a Community Board 7 
District Service Cabinet 
meeting last Thursday.

CB 7 Chairman Gene 
Kelty criticized the parking 
plan, which would charge 
$4 to parkers for four hours, 
$8 for up to 12 hours and 
$16 for 24 hours, saying it 
would encourage Manhat-
tan commuters and do little 
to help Flushing residents 
and businesses.

“What’s going to stop a 
guy from bringing his car 
there at 8 a.m., going into 

Manhattan and then com-
ing back at 7 p.m.?” asked 
Kelty.

“Absolutely nothing,” 
said Brian Collins, of Stan-
dard Parking, which will 
be running the parking lot. 
“The difference is $8 vs. 
$16.”

Collins contended the 
parking situation at the 
complex would be dynam-
ic and that rates could be 
raised if it was found that 
people were abusing the 
system.

Kelty fired back that 
raising rates would hurt lo-
cal parkers as well.

“Well, that’s a prob-
lem,” Kelty said. “Now 
you’ve created a monster 
for us.”

“That was not how it 
was presented to us at the 
community board,” Kelty 
added. 

The mixed-use proj-
ect, which would be built 
on Municipal Lot 1 at the 
corner of 39th Avenue and 
Union Street, was first 
proposed eight years ago 
and faced years of delays. 
It was approved by the City 
Council in 2010, before it 
ran into financial trouble. 
The developers, Rockefell-
er and TDC Development, 
which are part of a firm 
called F&T Group, now face 
a deadline to close on the 
property with the city by 
the end of December.

Michael Meyer, head 

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg made what will 
likely be his final speech in 
Queens before leaving of-
fice Dec. 31.

He told a library full 
of students at Bard High 
School Early College 
Queens that they are some 
of the luckiest kids in the 
world. The central theme 
during the 20-minute ad-
dress was that the public 
school system improved 
steadily during the 12-year 
Bloomberg administration.

“People lie and say 
they’re from New York 
City just to go to our public 
schools. It used to be the op-

posite was true,” he said.
The mayor added that 

Queens led all boroughs 
with 63 new school build-
ings out of the 81 new 

schools that opened during 
his three terms in office. 
Bard opened in 2008at La-
Guardia Community Col-

Mayor Michael Bloomberg and School’s Chancelor Dennis Walcott 
pay a visit to Bard Early College HS in Long Island City. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Noshat Nahian’s uncle, Azizul Chowdhwry (l.), and father, Mohammad Osma Miah grieve for the boy 
who died. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Mayor makes fi nal speech
in Queens on school gains

CB 7 chair blasts parking plan 
for Flushing Commons project

Truck mows down school boy in Woodside
Young immigrant’s death sparks anger as Gianaris sponsors bill to stiffen penalties for unlicensed drivers

Continued on Page 36 Continued on Page 52
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and university 
officials inked a deal last 
week to formally hand over 
12 acres on Roosevelt Island 
to CornellNYCTech, the en-
gineering school expected 
to provide a boon to west-
ern Queens’ burgeoning 
tech scene.

Bloomberg met at City 
Hall with Cornell Universi-
ty President David Skorton 
and Peretz Lavie, president 
of the Technion-Israel Insti-
tute of Technology to sign 
a 99-year lease between 
the city and Cornell Tech, 
which is expected to put 
shovels in the ground in 
January.

“Somebody asked me 
what happened after 99 
years, and I didn’t want to 
be blasé or wise-ass about 
it, but I did think to myself, 
‘I don’t care,’” Bloomberg 
joked at the news confer-
ence. “Hopefully, whoever’s 
around then will figure it 
out.”

A number of sites 
across the city — includ-
ing, briefly, Willets Point 
— were being talked about 
as possible homes for the 
campus when the New York 
City Economic Develop-
ment Corp. issued a request 
for proposals in 2011 for an 
applied sciences school in 
the five boroughs.

But when Cor-
nellTech’s plan to build on 
Roosevelt Island was select-
ed, it was not a total loss for 
Queens.

Long Island City has 

an up-and-coming tech 
scene, and the borough’s 
high-tech businesses are 
looking to leverage their 
proximity to the island to 
their advantage.

Bloomberg said that by 
the time Phase 1 is complet-
ed in 2017, the project will 
add thousands of jobs in the 
city — not only in tech and 
academia, but in the wide 
variety of support sectors 
that go along with the cam-
pus such as construction 
and building services.

The campus is also 
expected to be one of the 
greenest ever. Bloomberg 
said its academic center 
will be a net-zero energy 
building, creating all the 
energy it will need on its 
own.

Skorton, Cornell’s 
president, said the campus 
will reflect the partners’ 
bold vision.

“Today’s lease-signing 
paves the way for construc-
tion to begin in just a few 
weeks. A school focused 
on innovation should, of 
course, reflect our ambi-
tion and commitment to ex-
cellence, so we’ve brought 
together award-winning 
architects and given them 
a mandate to create ... the 
most sustainable, innova-
tive and ground-breaking 
campus in the United 
States,” he said. “When it 
opens in 2017, the Roosevelt 
Island campus will be like 
no other.”

CornellTech students 
began taking classes ear-
lier this year in space do-

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Although James Mc-
Naughton was the first 
NYPD officer killed in the 
Iraq war, the Middle Vil-
lage resident’s gun contin-
ues to fight city crime.

Police Commissioner 
Raymond Kelly entrusted 
the late U.S. Army Reserve 
staff sergeant’s weapon to 
one of his family friends, 
Frank Dello Iacono, while 
distributing shields and 
guns to NYPD recruits Dec. 
16.

Dello Iacono said he 
hopes the weapon will help 
him bring pride to the Mc-
Naughton family after he 
graduates from the Police 
Academy Dec. 27.

“I was honored to be 
even thought of to receive 
that,” Dello Iacono, 25, said. 
“It was a very momentous 
occasion for me.”

Christopher Mc-
Naughton, James “Jimmy” 
McNaughton’s father, said 
he has been passing the 
firearm around as a way to 
commemorate his son, who 
was killed by a sniper while 
training an Iraqi officer in 

a tower Aug. 2, 2005.
The elder McNaugh-

ton, a retired police officer, 
initially gave the gun to 
a man his son befriended 
while in the 306th Military 
Police Battalion. He said 
his son’s comrade returned 
the gun when he was de-
ployed to Iraq again.

McNaughton then 
asked a fellow NYPD re-
tiree, former Sgt. Robert 
Dello Iacono, whether his 

son, Frank Dello Iacono, 
would be interested in us-
ing the gun once he joined 
the NYPD.

The Dello Iaconos ea-
gerly accepted the offer.

McNaughton said the 
weapon was symbolic of his 
son, who began carrying a 
gun at 18, when he enlisted 
in the military straight out 
of high school.

“How I feel is that Jim-
my is out there on patrol,” 

McNaughton said. “My son 
is in the weapon.”

The military honor-
ably discharged the young-
er McNaughton after five 
years of service in 2001. He 
promptly signed up for the 
reserves.

“He got out July 1 and 
July 2 he was at a 9/11 class 
at Police Academy,” Mc-
Naughton said.

The NYPD stationed 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

If your trip aboard the 
Q58 seems overly long, you 
are not imagining: It is one 
of the slowest trips in New 
York City.

It was slow enough 
to get prominent mention 
in the Straphangers Cam-
paign’s annual slow bus 
awards, with the Q58 aver-
aging only 7 miles an hour 
in its run through Queens 
between Ridgewood and 
Flushing-Main Street.

The transit advocacy 
agency also cited the Q85, 
which runs between Ja-
maica and Valley Stream 
in Nassau County. Strap-
hangers said 21 percent of 
Q85 service was unreliable 

because of buses bunched 
together or leaving big 
gaps in bus arrival times.

The citywide winner 
— if it can be called that — 
of the Pokey designation 
was a tie between the M42 
and M50, both Manhattan 

crosstown buses, which 
were clocked at an average 
speed of 3.4 mph.

The winner of the 
Schleppie is a three-way 
tie among the M101, M102 
and M103, with more than 
30 percent of the three 

lines arriving with big 
gaps in service or bunched 
together.

The three lines share 
what is called the “trunk 
routes” of Third and Lex-
ington avenues in Man-
hattan.

Straphangers noted 
that an average wooden 
row boat can travel at 3.5 
mph or more in still water 
without wind, compared to 
the average 3.4 mph speed 
for this year’s winners of 
the Pokey Award.

“Our advice to the 
M42 and M50: Don’t chal-
lenge a rowboat to race 
around the Central Park 
reservoir,” said Gene Rus-
sianoff, attorney for the 

A Q58 bus makes it way along Myrtle Avenue in Ridgewood to 
Flushing.

Police Commissioner Ray Kelly (third from l.) gives a gun used by the first NYPD member killed in the 
Iraq war to Probationary Officer Frank Dello Iacono (fourth from l.) as his parents and the fallen offi-
cer’s parents look on. Photo courtesy NYPD

Construction on the first phase of the CornellTech campus 
on Roosevelt Island is expected to begin next month. 

Rendering courtesy Kilograph

Group names Q58 slowest bus in county

Fallen sgt.’s gun fi ghts on
NYPD recruit receives weapon used by MidVil offi cer killed in Iraq

Tech U. campus lease
will be boon for boro

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 36
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Major League Soccer 
seems to have dropped its 
bid to build a stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park and has set its sights 
on the Bronx.

Earlier this year, the 
community gave a cold re-
ception to MLS’s plans for 
a 25,000-seat stadium on 
13 acres of parkland. Now 
that the New York Yankees 
and an Abu Dhabi Sheik 
have purchased a soccer 
team franchise and begun 
negotiations for a stadium 
just south of the Yankees’ 
Bronx facility, the Flushing 
Meadows proposal seems to 
have stalled into a moot en-
deavor.

Megan Montalvo, 
communications director 
for City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), said her office 
has not heard from MLS of-
ficials or the owners of the 
new team — the New York 

City Football Club — for 
months.

“They have not been 
communicating with us. 
It’s pretty much they know 
they’re going to the Bronx,” 
Montalvo said.

MLS, the city Parks 
Department and Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s office 
did not respond to requests 
for comment.

But John DeSio, com-
munications director for 
Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., described 
plans across the Harlem 
River as “very serious.”

“There was a proposal 
put forward,” DeSio said, 
noting that Diaz does not 
have an opinion on the mat-
ter yet. “The borough presi-
dent, right now, is having 
meetings with different 
groups of people to see what 
they think.”

The migration of the 
proposed stadium has 
pleased park advocates, 
who were outraged that 

a private sports venture 
could cut into greenspace.

Geoffrey Croft, presi-

dent of New York City Park 
Advocates, said the orga-
nization’s sources in City 

Hall called the Flushing 
Meadows plan dead this 
spring.

“We’re confident and 
it’s obviously the sensible 
thing to do,” Croft said.

He noted that Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
has been shrinking at the 
expense of commercial ven-
ture such as Shea Stadium 
and the United States Ten-
nis Association.

“It’s like the Parks De-
partment is free land for ev-
erybody. It’s absurd,” Croft 
said. “It wasn’t wanted. It 
wasn’t needed.”

“It was an irresponsi-
ble project to begin with .... 
That park has very slowly 
but surely been eaten away 
by purely commercial busi-
nesses, including Shea Sta-
dium, and the USTA’s now 
expanding and they want 
to build the largest mall in 
the city in part of the park-
ing lot. So this would be yet 
another one.”

Will Sweeney said 

the Fairness Coalition of 
Queens, which monitors 
proposed design changes in 
and near Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, said the 
prior location was ill-con-
ceived.

“We’re hopeful that 
they’re not going to use 
parkland and that they’ve 
turned their attention away 
from Flushing Meadows,” 
he said.

It is unclear whether 
New York City Football 
Club will encounter green 
pastures in the Bronx.

Mayor-elect Bill de Bla-
sio has said he has concerns 
about tax breaks and other 
incentives included in the 
deal Bloomberg’s adminis-
tration has been hashing 
out with New York City 
Football Club officials.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Major League Soccer no longer seems to be pursuing 
plans for a stadium in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

Rendering courtesy MLS

MLS club eyes Bronx after clashes in Queens
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
A woman living with 

HIV/AIDS will be allowed to 
proceed with her discrimi-
nation lawsuit against the 
LeFrak Organization after 
a federal judge last week 
denied the landlord’s mo-
tion to dismiss the case.

Earlier this year Lore-
lei Chacon, 37, who receives 
city housing subsidies for 
those living with HIV/
AIDS, and the Fair Housing 
Justice Center filed a claim 
under the federal Fair Hous-
ing Act alleging LeFrak 
discriminated against her 
when she sought an apart-
ment at LeFrak City in Co-
rona in 2011.

Chacon is a client of 
the HIV/AIDS Services Ad-
ministration, a subdivision 
of the city Human Resourc-
es Administration, which 
pays brokers’ fees, security 
deposits and rent to land-
lords in the five boroughs 
on behalf of its clients.

As a policy, though, 
HASA does not provide 
landlords with documenta-
tion confirming it will pay 
rent for apartment seekers.

The lawsuit alleges 
that in 2011 Chacon called 
LeFrak looking to rent an 
apartment for about $1,100 
a month, the cost of which 

HASA would cover.
But when she told the 

rental office HASA would 
be paying her rent directly, 
she was allegedly directed 
to go to a 12th-floor office at 
LeFrak’s headquarters, at 
97-77 Queens Blvd., where 
she spoke with a represen-
tative through a glass win-
dow and was required to 
show documentation as to 
how she would pay for the 
apartment.

Chacon spoke with her 
case manager at HASA, 
who told LeFrak it did not 
provide such documenta-
tion, and the landlord can-
celed her application.

The lawsuit alleges 
that LeFrak treats HASA 
applicants differently than 
apartment seekers who 
pay their own rent, but the 
landlord countered that it 
asks all applicants for proof 
of income, and argued that 
Chacon should have sued 
HASA for refusing to pro-
vide documentation.

“HASA inexplicably 
refuses to provide its clients 
with documentation con-
firming their housing sub-
sidies,” LeFrak’s lawyers 
wrote in an August motion 
to dismiss. “If plaintiffs 
have been aggrieved by the 
existence of that agency’s 
policy — which is entirely 

outside of LeFrak’s control 
— then HASA is the proper 
target.”

U.S. District Judge 
Denise Cote in Manhattan, 
however, disagreed with 
LeFrak on a technical is-
sue, finding the landlord 
had not adequately argued 
that HASA should be a par-
ty to the lawsuit.

“Defendants’ remain-
ing argument, and one on 
which they frame their en-
tire motion to dismiss, is 
that LeFrak’s policy is not 
the cause of any disparate 
impact because HASA’s 
refusal to provide sum  cer-
tain letters is the true cause 
of the problem. Defendants 
contend that the plaintiffs 
sued the wrong party,” she 
wrote in a Dec. 13 order. 
“LeFrak does not assert 
that HASA is a necessary 
party, and thus LeFrak’s 
argument does not entitle it 
to dismissal of the action.”

Chacon and the Fair 
Housing Justice Center are 
suing for injunctive relief 
and compensatory dam-
ages.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A federal judge is allowing a housing discrimination lawsuit against the LeFrak Organization to move 
forward.

Lawsuit against LeFrak 
to move forward: Judge
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379
(718) 366-7400

Christ the King Donates in the Season of Giving  
Hosts Toy Drive & Semi Annual Blood Drive

 Christ the King hosted its Annual Toy Drive and Semi Annual 
Blood Drive to benefit those who are in need. 

The Campus’s Toy Drive will provide a Merry Christmas for 
the children at Cohen’s Hospital, (formerly Schneider’s Children’s 
Hospital) at LIJ. Children with cancer will receive toys donated by 
the CK Campus. 

The collection was organized by Carly Nieves, a Junior at 
Christ the King High School, who created a foundation in her name 
to help children with cancer. Carly is a two time cancer survivor. 

It was with much excitement and tears in her eyes that Carly 
thanked everyone involved. No one knows the feeling better than 
her, to spend Christmas in a hospital. 

“I am so grateful to everyone who donated toys. Christmas 
is supposed to be a time of joy and merriment for everyone. For 
children at Cohen’s Hospital, it is not always the case. To be able 
to bring some happiness and a sparkle to a child’s eyes that is in 
the hospital during the holidays, is the best present we can give,” 
said Carly Nieves. 

Christ the King Community also hosted its Semi-Annual Blood Drive in conjunction with 
the New York Blood Center at Christ the King High School. Eligible Seniors took time from their 
schedules to give the gift of life by donating their blood, as the New York Blood Center is always 
in need of blood. Almost 150 pints of blood were donated. 

Everyone on the CK Campus was happy to help with the Blood Drive and the toy donation 
for the Carly Rose Foundation. 

Both events were a huge success and brought much joy to not only the CK Community, 
but to the many lives that will be saved through blood donations, as well as the smiles and joy of 
children with cancer.

“We at Christ the King High school are proud of the students that came out to donate blood 
and donate toys to children with cancer,” said Principal Mannarino. “Christ the King has always 
strived to instill a strong sense of moral values and civic mindedness in our students and we are 
pleased that they are setting an example for others.”

QUEENSBRIDGE — Authorities identified a 
28-year-old man Saturday as a suspect in the Queens-
bridge murder of an Upper West Side resident earlier 
this year.

Police said Lawrence Scott, who is 5-foot-6 and 
weighs 210 pounds, is suspected in the fatal shooting 
of 27-year-old Francisco Leal in February.

The NYPD had released surveillance video of the 
gun-toting suspect several days after Leal was found 
with a gunshot wound in his chest on the corner of 
21st Street and 41st Avenue. The video depicts the al-
leged gunman raising his hand in a firing motion, 
then turning and fleeing with an accomplice, accord-
ing to cops.

Leal, who had been on parole since the November 
before he was killed, had previously been arrested for 
burglary, possession of a controlled substance, grand 
larceny and witness intimidation, police said in Feb-
ruary.

Leal’s mother was pleading for anyone with infor-
mation to contact the police.

“The Queensbridge houses are plagued with so 
much gun violence, so many murders, so many people killed,” Milagros Ortega said. 
“Let’s take [my son’s alleged killer] off the street before he harms someone else.”

JACKSON HEIGHTS — An off-duty 
NYPD traffic agent was arrested last week 
and charged with assault, police said.

Wendy Margarin, 40, was arrested 

around 8:30 a.m. Dec. 21 within the 115th 
Precinct on charges of assault, criminal 
mischief and harassment, the NYPD said.

HOLLIS — Police were asking for the public’s help in 
finding a missing 14-year-old girl.

Ivory Christian was last seen at her home, at 196-15 
Hillside Ave., shortly after 7 a.m. Dec. 20, said police.

She was wearing a purple coat, beige pants and multi-
colored sneakers when she disappeared. Police described 
her as black, 5-foot-3 and weighing 95 pounds.

POLICE 

Blotter

Off-duty traffic agent arrested in Jax Hgts.

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Cops hunt for suspect in Queensbridge murder

DEVIN GARCIA

IVORY CHRISTIAN

LAWRENCE SCOTT

QUEENS VILLAGE — Police were looking for a 21-year-
old man who was reported missing from his home on 216th 
Street last week.

Devin Garcia was last seen at his home near 90th Avenue 
around 12:30 a.m. Dec. 21, police said.

He is described as a Hispanic male standing 5-feet, 3-inch-
es tall and weighing 110 pounds. He was last seen wearing a 
blue and red “Domino’s Pizza” coat, blue pants and blue and 
grey sneakers, police said.

NYPD searches for Queens Village man

Police looking for missing Hollis girl
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BY BILL PARRY

In Long Island City, it 
is called the Battle of the 
Boathouses, a two-year-old 
court skirmish between 
the founder of the LIC Boat-
house and the group that 
wrested control of it.

Erik Baard stepped 
down as chairman of the 
boathouse in 2008 and has 
since been sued by mem-
bers of a smaller, affiliated 
boating group called the 
Gowanus Dredgers Canoe 
Club, which later assumed 
control of the boathouse. 
The affiliation with the 
nonprofit Dredgers began 
in 2004, allowing the LIC 
Boathouse to accept dona-
tions and purchase insur-
ance. Baard said the two 
groups were always sepa-
rate and distinct.

The Dredgers sued 
Baard for trademark in-
fringement, claiming Baard 
does not have the right to 
use the LIC Boathouse logo. 
He had used the logo on a 
Facebook page that dispar-
aged the Dredgers and the 
way they ran the boathouse 
at a former meat packing 
plant, at 46-01 5th St.

Brooklyn Federal 
Judge Pamela K. Chen 
denied the Dredgers’ mo-
tion for summary judg-
ment Dec.18.  Baard, who 
is representing himself in 
the case, said, “The judge 
found that the Dredgers 
can’t prove ownership of 
the LIC Boathouse, so they 
can’t keep me from using 
the logo. The judge also 
said she couldn’t find any 
trademark infringement.”

Baard believes it 
helped that he was better 

prepared than the Dredg-
ers, who are represented by 
a lawyer.

“I presented 87 ex-
hibits of evidence, even a 
video of Pete Seeger asking 
for donations for the boat-
house. They presented only 
four pieces of evidence and 
that seemed to annoy Judge 
Chen,” said Baard.

Representatives of the 
Gowanus Dredgers could 
not be reached for com-
ment.

 The case now moves to 
pretrial hearings in March, 
but Baard believes the hard 
part is over.

“If they can’t prove 
ownership to keep me from 
using the logo, I think it’s 
all but over,” he said.

Baard has since cre-
ated another boating club 
called HarborLab. The club 
offers programs in envi-
ronmental education, stew-
ardship and restoration. It 
operates at a launch site on 
Newtown Creek and many 
former LIC Boathouse 
members joined his club, 
dissatisfied with the way 
the Dredgers run the cur-
rent club.

Meanwhile, Baard has 
decided against counter-
suing.

“To use our resources 
in this stupid battle is point-
less,” he said, “I’ve chosen 
not to sue for defamation 
because I don’t want to 
spend the rest of my life in 
court. I want to be back on 
the water.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
 
Santa Claus came ear-

ly to the Rockaway Penin-
sula, delighting unsuspect-
ing children as he waved 
from aboard a float flanked 
by dancing elves Saturday 
afternoon.

Jolly St. Nick, joined 
by Mrs. Claus and a troop 
of costumed characters, 
gave out candy and toys to 
youngsters on a ride from 
Far Rockaway to Nepon-
sit as part of the Make My 
Mother Proud’s second-an-
nual Santa Sleigh Run.

The organization’s 
founder, Lakia Echols, 
said this year’s ride was 
even bigger than the pre-
vious year after she was 
able to secure a float with 
help from Earnest Flowers 
from state Assemblyman 
William Scarborough’s (D-
Jamaica) office.

“The best reaction is 
people saying, ‘Thank you. 
This lifted my spirits,’” 
she said. “We didn’t have 

to have any toys. We didn’t 
have to have any candy. All 
we have to have is a smile 
and the music.”

At Beach 58th Street 
in front of the Ocean Bay 
Apartments, Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus were met with hugs 
and high-fives as parents 
eagerly snapped photos on 
their cellphones.

Jody and Suzanne 
Windland, of Holliswood, 
played the part of the 
Christmas couple for both 
this year and last year’s 
festivities after seeing a no-
tice on Facebook last win-
ter about the event  and of-
fering their services. This 
year, they were not sure if 
the ride would happen un-
til less than a week before-
hand.

“[Echols] called me 
three days ago and said, 
‘You’re not going to believe 
this, but we have a float. 
Can you do it?’” Suzanne 
Windland said, adding 
that her three daughters 
dressed as elves for this 

year’s event.
Last year, Echols start-

ed the event to bring holi-
day cheer to her Hurricane 
Sandy-ravaged community.

“We had received a lot 
of toys and donations and I 
wasn’t able to find space to 
distribute the toys,” Echols 
said. “Since I was already 
working in blocks where 
people couldn’t come out, I 
asked my good friend Nigel 
[Huggins] can we borrow 
your 5-ton truck and turn it 
into a sleigh.”

Superstorm Sandy 
devastated much of the 
Rockaways Oct. 29, 2012.

“A lot of families 
couldn’t afford the $5 or $10 
to bring their child a little 
toy,” Huggins said of last 
year’s ride.

Even a year later, 
many peninsula residents 
are still dealing with the ef-
fects of the storm, the ride’s 
organizers said.

“It took a long time 
for [residents] to get back 
on their feet to get back in 

their homes,” Echols said, 
explaining that leftover 
gifts would be dropped of to 
needy families.

A Far Rockaway na-
tive who works in admin-
istration at St. John’s Uni-
versity, Echols founded the 
organization after she com-
pleted a two-year deploy-
ment to Kuwait with the 
U.S. Army. She also works 
as a mentor with Liberty 
Partnership, and asked 
some youth whom she 
works with to help hand 
out more than five bags of 
toys and hundreds of candy 
packets Saturday.

“There are better 
things out there than Far 
Rockaway,” she said. “I 
know that at the end of 
the day every kid wants to 
make their mother proud, 
whether  she is here or not.”

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by 
e-mail at timesledgerpho-
tos@gmail.com by phone at 
718-260-4589.

Lakia Echols leads fellow elves on Beach Channel Drive in front of a float carrying Santa and Mrs. Claus. Photo by Christina Santucci

HarborLab founder Erik Bard wins the latest decision in a lawsuit 
brought by a rival boathouse. Photo courtesy Erik Baard

Santa visits the Rockaways
Children take delight in sleigh ride, fi rst held to cheer up Sandy victims

Boater Baard wins round 
in LIC rival club dispute

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Plans for a 
350,000-square-foot shop-
ping center next to The 
Shops at Atlas Park has 
Glendale abuzz.

The community has 
been inquiring about the 
Glendale Shopping Center 
since a brochure outlining 
the mall’s debut, at 82-00 
Cooper Ave., began circu-
lating a few weeks ago.

But the developer, 
Schuckman Realty Inc., re-
fused to discuss its plans 
and Community Board 5 
said it has not yet formally 
received information from 
the company.

CB 5 District Man-
ager Gary Giordano said 
it would be wise for the 
developers to come before 
the board and explain their 
project, even though he did 
not anticipate the mall re-

quiring zoning changes or 
variances.

“If they have commu-
nity spirit, they might want 
to come before the board 
sometime in the near fu-
ture, since it’s already out 
there,” Giordano said. “The 
community often has some 
good ideas of what might 
work there, too.”

The brochure describes 
Glendale Shopping Center 
as a “suburban-style” mall 
that would be anchored by a 
grocery shop and two other 
stores. The shopping com-
plex would include several 
smaller stores, restaurants 
with outdoor seating and 
500 free parking spaces.

Renderings of the 
Glendale Shopping Center 
claim a million people re-
side within 3 miles of the 
site and nearby families 
with an average income of 
$85,000 will lead to a thriv-

ing mall.
The shopping center 

is slated to be constructed 
in two phases, with 137,000 
square feet of retail and 
133,650 square feet of stor-
age completed in fall 2015 
and the remainder of the 
project unveiled in spring 
2016.

The proposal would not 
threaten The Shops at Atlas 
Park, according to property 
manager Liza Diaz.

“We believe the sur-
rounding market is strong 
and there is plenty of room 
in the marketplace for addi-
tional retail projects,” Diaz 
wrote in an e-mail. “The 
Shops at Atlas Park has 
experienced vast improve-
ments since Macerich took 
over in 2011. The transfor-
mation continues as we 
recently opened national 
retailers such as Forever 21 

 BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The No. 7 subway ex-
tension will not be ready 
for the straphanging mul-
titudes until June, but the 
MTA made an exception 
Friday for the man who 
championed the whole 
idea and shepherded it to 
fruition.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, along with 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority officials 
and other dignitaries, 
took an exclusive ride to 
a new destination in New 
York City’s transit history 
— 34th Street and 11th Av-
enue — in an early celebra-
tion of the No. 7 extension, 
which still ends its trips at 
Times Square.

The far West Side, 
some of the last undevel-
oped area in Manhattan, 
has been tagged by devel-

opers for big things.
“Today’s historic ride 

is yet another symbol of 
how New York is a become 
a place where big proj-
ects can get done,” said 
Bloomberg. “This project 
is the linchpin of an am-
bitious, transit-oriented, 
mixed use development 

that is already transform-
ing Manhattan’s far West 
Side, and it demonstrates 
our administration’s com-
mitment over the past 12 
years to invest in infra-
structure that will allow 
our city to grow.”

The $2.4 billion project 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg, (c.) is joined by MTA officials and other 
leaders in taking the first ride on the extension of the No. 7 sub-
way line, terminating at the new subway station at 34th Street and 
Eleventh Avenue. Photo courtesy Bloomberg’s office

Bloomberg takes inaugural ride 
on 7 train extension to West Side

Glendale Shopping Center
planned beside Atlas Park

FREE TRIAL WORKOUT

Body By Berle
Personal Training Center

Since 1986

GRAND OPENING 

GIVE  
GIFT 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

(718) 264–8787    

 Private atmosphere 
 No membership fee 
 By appointment only  
 One-on-One full body workout
 Maximize Fitness - Minimize Time NEW CLIENTS ONLY

$30per
session

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52
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OTHER VOICES

DANGEROUS ROADS
Less than a week after transportation activists 

marched along Queens Boulevard to call for more safety 
features on the treacherous thoroughfare, a motorcyclist 
hit a pedestrian in Woodside and both died.

A few blocks away, an 8-year-old boy was run over by a 
tractor trailer as he walked to school last Friday on North-
ern Boulevard.

In the city and the borough, we follow crime statistics 
for our neighborhoods and breathe easy as we watch the 
number of murders decline. But what about the deaths that 
have become routine on the two main boulevards that cut 
across Queens? The public is outraged when our youngest 
residents are mowed down, which grabs headlines, but the 
reaction is still one of horror when an adult is killed cross-
ing the congested roadways.

At least one pedestrian has died every month since 
August on the two boulevards. In August, a motorcy-
clist and a pedestrian died after a crash in Sunnyside on 
Queens Boulevard, in September an Elmhurst woman was 
killed in a hit-and-run on Queens Boulevard, in October a 
4-year-old boy died when he was struck crossing Northern 
Boulevard with his pregnant mother, in November two 
men were killed in Elmhurst when a driver lost control 
of his car on Queens Boulevard, on Dec. 20 the 8-year-old 
was hit by a trucker who has been charged with driving 
without a license on Northern and on Saturday a motorist 
and Elmhurst woman died after an accident in Woodside 
on Queens Boulevard.

Nine deaths on two roadways since August numbs the 
mind.

Transportation Alternatives, a nonprofit dedicated 
to eliminating pedestrian deaths, staged a march from 
Elmhurst to Forest Hills on Queens Boulevard Dec. 14. 
The Queens organizer said the goal is a complete redesign 
for the thoroughfare.

In the past decade, the city Department of Trans-
portation has introduced many safety devices on Queens 
Boulevard, which seemed to be paying off after pedestrian 
fatalities dropped to zero in 2011.

But something went terribly wrong this year.
Elmhurst Hospital, which treated 296 injury cases in-

volving pedestrians and bicyclists in nearby communities 
in 2012, convened a daylong summit last week on pedestri-
an safety. During the conference, two pedestrians entered 
the hospital’s trauma unit.

We hope Bill Bratton, a supporter of a Swedish plan 
called “Vision Zero” to eradicate traffic fatalities, will 
prevail when he becomes police commissioner next year. 
Queens’ main arteries have become a combat zone.

DOE infl ates the city’s graduation rate

M
ayor Michael 
Bloomberg claims 
that our educa-
tional system has 

made “incredible progress” 
under his reforms. His evi-
dence is the increase in the 
graduation rate.

Many people blast this 
graduation rate as due to 
“diploma inflation,” but 
they continue to be hawks 
on these phony “reforms.” 
After all these years, can’t 
they admit there is another 
side to the story?

This inflation effect, 
code-named the “Michelin 
Factor,” after the car tire 
mascot, may be an example 
of the “defensive education” 
that principals and teach-
ers are forced to practice 
to protect their careers and 
save their schools. They are 
under pressure from the 
city Department of Educa-
tion to look good, and that 
is defined almost entirely 
by the smudged face of mar-
ketable statistics.

The DOE is more con-

cerned about a school’s 
Progress Report than it is 
about legitimate achieve-
ment, no matter how mi-
raculous. It would prefer 
a higher graduation rate 
with lower actual achieve-
ment to a slightly lower 
graduation rate with vastly 
superior academic results.

Educators may sub-
consciously inflate grades 
to be left in peace by their 
supervisors. It is only natu-
ral and not a failure of in-
tegrity. It is called the sur-

vival instinct. They would 
rather their futures travel 
on smooth pavement than a 
bumpy road.

The DOE craves illu-
sions that give it credibility 
and it has served notice on 
the education community 
that it had better give it 
what it wants or else.

When the propaganda 
sunsets, the whole truth 
will see the light of day.

Ron Isaac
Bayside
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Less gov’t means more problems for people
A

nother week, anoth-
er dose of libertar-
ian nonsense from 
frequent letter writ-

er Ed Konecnik, who seems 
to think that freedoms are 
taken away by fair tax laws, 
welfare, food stamps and 
anything the government 
does to assist the folks who 
need a helping hand.

Recently, Konecnik 
longed for the days of our 
founding fathers and the 
“freedoms” we had then. 
Government meddling is 
the problem, he said. He 
wants to go back to when 
slavery was legal; child la-
bor was the norm; women 
had virtually no rights, 
could not own property 
or vote and were now and 
then burned at the stake as 

witches because of super-
stition.

He complains about 10 
million people being out of 
work today and of how many 
people are on food stamps. 
His reasoning is little or no 
government operating in a 
free market and getting rid 
of regulation is the answer 
to save our republic. “At-
las Shrugged” is a novel, 
Konecnik. It was fiction. It 
is not a real-life handbook 
for society.

We saw how well de-
regulation of Wall Street 
worked. Free to gamble, 
Wall Streeters played 
craps with our money and 
wrecked the economy. They 
even hedged their bets on 
our economic failure and 
made billions. For a while 

there, you could buy a 
house with no investment, 
job or assets. Meanwhile, 
bankers, corporations and 
the wealthy have more 
than $4 trillion stashed in 
offshore accounts to avoid 
paying taxes. Trickle-down 
economics is a miserable 
failure.

So many people are 
on food stamps, Konec-
nik, because their jobs pay 
poverty wages. One in six 
working people have two 
or more jobs to provide for 
their families. More than 
50,000 manufacturing com-
panies have closed in the 
United States, most relo-
cating overseas, because of 
unfettered free trade agree-
ments like the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement 

and trade agreements with 
China.

Republican union-
busting and right-to-work 
laws have added icing to the 
cake. In short, these agree-
ments have decimated our 
economy and caused the 
collapse of the middle class 
that relied on good-paying 
jobs. The wealthy have 
flourished at the expense 
of the middle class. Charts 
confirming these facts are 
all over the Internet.

According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau report of 
2012, Social Security kept 
26 million seniors out of 
poverty. Food stamps kept 
another 5 million above 
the poverty level. The main 
cause of 10 million people 
falling into poverty was 

out-of-pocket healthcare 
expenses.

The Affordable Care 
Act is designed to give 
these folks healthcare 
coverage that will protect 
them from that fate and 
save us who pay for it bil-
lions. Fifty-two percent of 
the fast food workers rely 
on some form of subsidy to 
survive. A starting worker 
at Walmart cannot live on 
their own paycheck, even if 
they shop at Walmart.

Food stamps only 
amount to about $3 a day, 
but many low-wagers have 
to rely on them to buy a 
discounted package of spa-
ghetti and some cheap to-
mato sauce to live. These 
folks do not want to live like 
that, but that is where cir-

cumstances find them.
Meanwhile, forces in 

Congress are working to 
dismantle the programs 
that keep so many people 
out of poverty. You want lit-
tle or no government? Look 
at Somalia, where warlords 
ride around in armored ve-
hicles and shoot and threat-
en people for power. Pirates 
roam the shipping lanes 
looking for cargo ships to 
seize for ransom money.

That is libertarian 
paradise, and most of us 
want no part of it.

Tyler Cassell
Flushing

U.S. must keep its guard up

T
he end of 2013 does 
not promise national 
security for the Unit-
ed States or the world. 

It comes at a time that for 
once in recent memory the 
two national parties have 
reached an agreement that 
may avoid fiscal warfare 
for the next two years.

China is flexing its 
growing economic and 
military prowess while 
continuing to poison the 
air its citizens breathe. 
China has unilaterally ex-
panded its air defense zone 
over disputed islands in the 
East China Sea. Japan has 
responded by sending its 
coast guard to protect Japa-
nese fishermen. The United 
States has flown through 
the newly claimed air space 
as have other nations.

One misstep by a jingo-

istic officer with a hand on 
a button would ignite a con-
flict that would engulf most 
of the Pacific Rim nations.

The Ukraine is in tur-
moil with Russia fueling 
the fires. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is seeking 
to re-establish a Soviet-era 
zone of influence. He is de-
termined to deny democrat-
ic reforms not only to Rus-
sians but former Eastern 
Bloc citizens. It appears he 
has purchased Ukrainian 
loyalty for $15 billion.

Any belief that Putin’s 
granting early release to 
dissents and political ad-
versaries is hype, as those 
set free were scheduled to 
complete their prison terms 
within months.

North Korea has de-
clared that it may attack 
South Korea “without no-

tice” in response to anti-
North Korean rallies in 
Seoul. Having Kim Jong-
un’s hand on the nuclear 
button with an army of 
1 million men is horrify-
ing. Even if the North does 
nothing, it seems apparent 
Kim will begin to export 
nuclear weapons to those 
who dream of destroying 
America.

Facing the realities 
that place the United States 
in harm’s way, we can only 
hope the political wars in 
Washington come to an 
end. If Americans continue 
to view their fellow citizens 
as adversaries, our enemies 
have already gained an ad-
vantage over us.

Edward Horn
Baldwin, L.I.

Inform people of school hearing

I
t was disconcerting to 
read that Mandingo 
Tshaka still believes I 
supported construction 

of a new school at the Keil 
Brother’s site (“Communi-
ty deserved say in planned 
school,” Dec. 6-12).

I have said all along 
that our community and 
I are opposed to this site. 
Any other statement is at 
the hands of those who seek 

headlines, not results.
Aside from that, Tsha-

ka brings up a critical issue 
in his piece. Our residents 
need to have a greater say 
in construction planned 
for their communities, but 
more importantly they 
need to be included and in-
formed during the earliest 
stages of planning.

It is unacceptable to 
hold a hearing about an is-

sue that will directly affect 
residents without inform-
ing those residents of the 
hearing in advance. The 
communication between 
residents and city agencies 
needs to be addressed to 
prevent situations like this 
from happening.

Paul Vallone
City Councilman-elect

Whitestone
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I
n a recent interview, 
Thomas Long, chair-
man of the Queens Con-
servative Party, gave 

his views of various cur-
rent political topics.

As for Joseph Lhota get-
ting only 24 percent of the 
vote in the general mayoral 
election when he had the 
Republican and Conserva-
tive parties’ endorsements, 
Long indicated that the low 
voter turnout contributed 
to Lhota’s poor showing, in 
addition to opponent Demo-
crat Bill de Blasio’s having 
strong financial backing 
Lhota did not have.

Long looks forward 
to next year’s elections. 
He thinks the Republican 
Party, with support from 
the Conservative Party, 
may pick up two or three 
U.S. congressional seats 
upstate.

Long also mentioned 
that health insurance will 
be a major issue next year, 
especially in U.S. Senate 
and congressional races. 
With the problems in im-
plementing Obamacare, 
this matter will cause a lot 
of interest. Long further 
indicated that those voters 
who are losing their medi-
cal insurance policies and 
having to pay higher for 
the federal plan will raise 
many questions.

As Long discussed the 
present political situation 
in Queens, he said his par-
ty would be giving priority 
to trying to win back state 

Senate seats lost in recent 
past elections, including 
seats held by former Sens. 
Frank Padavan and Serf 
Maltese.

He discussed the 
possibility that attorney 
Wendy Long, who won the 
Republican U.S. Senate pri-
mary race last year, may 
be interested in running 
for public office again next 
year. Wendy Long lost to in-
cumbent U.S. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) after 
winning decisively in the 
Republican primary.

In the future, Long 
sees a bigger role for the 
Conservative Party state-
wide. He believes the Con-
servative Party represents 
the working middle class. 
He also indicated that the 
state Conservative Party 
represents change.

In the early days of the 
city Conservative Party 

during the 1960s, the party 
played a major role in politi-
cal struggles. For instance, 
in 1965 William Buckley, 
running on the Conserva-
tive line against liberal Re-
publican John Lindsay and 
Democrat Abe Beame, was 
able to get more than 13 per-
cent of the vote citywide.

During Lindsay’s eight 
years as mayor when he 
had Liberal Party endorse-
ment, the Conservative 
Party opposed him.

In 1970, James Buckley 

was elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate on the Conservative line 
alone, without Republican 
endorsement. He also had 
an independent line.

The state Conserva-
tive Party was first formed 
in 1962 and has usually 
supported most Republican 
candidates in addition to 
at times running its own 
candidates, and its has also 
endorsed some Democratic 
candidates.

Today, the state Liber-
al Party has been replaced 

on the city ballot by the 
Working Families Party, 
which seems to have strong 
union support.

In 1989, ’93 and ’97, 
Rudy Giuliani ran for 
mayor without Conserva-
tive Party endorsement, 
although he had Liberal 
Party endorsement in all 
three races. He would lose 
to David Dinkins in ’89 but 
beat him in ’93, when Din-
kins ran for re-election.

In all, third parties 
have been important in 
New York state. They have 
many times provided the 
margin of victory for major 
party candidates.

In the years ahead, we 
will see increased political 
activities by the Conserva-
tive and Working Families 
parties. Major party can-
didates, as in the past, will 
seek third party support.

Conservative Party hopeful in next year’s elections

Jackson Heights native Rettig starred in TV’s ‘Lassie’

B
est known as Jeff 
Miller, the star of the 
TV series “Lassie,” 
Queens native Tom-

my Rettig was a child actor 
who appeared in numerous 
films and television shows 
in the 1950s and ’60s. He 
performed alongside Hol-
lywood stars, including 
Marilyn Monroe, Robert 
Mitchum and Ronald Rea-
gan.

Rettig struggled find-
ing more mature roles in 
the 1960s, and he fell into 
legal troubles associated 
with drug use. The former 
star became a successful 
computer programmer and 
IT consultant in the ’80s 
before his death in 1996. 
He left behind three sons: 

Tom, Deane and Mason 
Storm, singer in the funk/
rap band “The Jigawatts.”

Thomas Noel Rettig 
was born Dec. 10, 1941, and 
grew up in Jackson Heights. 
His father, Elias, was an 
aircraft parts inspector for 
Lockheed and his mother, 
Rosemary, a housewife. He 
began his acting career at 5 
when he was discovered by 
an acting coach who lived 
in the same apartment 
building. Before beating 
out nearly 500 other boys for 
the leading role in “Lassie” 
in 1954, Rettig already had 
a lengthy acting résumé.

After touring with 
Rogers and Hammerstein 
in “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
Rettig also appeared in the 

films “The 5,000 Fingers 
of Dr. T,” a fantasy film 
written by Dr. Seuss, and 
“The Western River of No 
Return,” where he acted 
alongside Monroe and 
Mitchum.

Rettig endured stiff 
competition in the casting 
of wholesome Midwest-
ern farm boy Jeff Miller 
in “Lassie.” Appearing 
in the leading role for the 
first four seasons of the 
program, the child actor 
bonded so closely off screen 
with his canine co-star 
that the dog began to dis-
obey his trainer so the two 
could then only interact on 
screen.

He soon discovered, 
however, that dreams of 
stardom were replaced by 
grueling, long hours on the 
set and a rapidly disappear-
ing childhood. The star 
complained bitterly of his 
treatment in the industry, 
and it is reported that he 
did not receive any residual 

payments for his perfor-
mance in the series. After 
four seasons as everyone’s 
boy next door, the boy from 
Queens wanted to come 
home and was released 
from his contract.

Acting work, however, 
soon began to dry up as 
Rettig struggled to transi-
tion from “Lassie” to the 
increasingly in demand 
“Rebel without a Cause” 
roles for young men in the 
late 1950s. He landed occa-
sional acting work, includ-
ing an appearance in the 
Western series “The Man 
from Blackhawk” and the 
soap opera “Never Too 
Young” in 1964. Finding it 
difficult to support his wife 
and two young sons, he left 

Hollywood for a farm in ru-
ral California. Here his lit-
any of scrapes with the law 
began, chalking up arrests 
for growing marijuana and 
cocaine possession.

Only after hitting rock 
bottom did the former child 
celebrity begin to turn 
his life around. Going on 
the road as a motivational 
speaker, Rettig built a new 
career based upon newly 
discovered computer skills 
he developed building data-
bases for his mailing lists.

Starting in the early 
1980s, the star of “Lassie” 
shone once again as a com-
puter programmer and au-
thor. He was one of the ear-
liest employees of software 
company Ashton-Tate, and 

later founded software con-
sulting firm Tom Rettig As-
sociates.

In 1991, Rettig revisit-
ed his roots with a guest ap-
pearance in the series “The 
New Lassie” along with 
former co-star Jon Provost. 
Rettig’s new beginning 
was sadly cut short when 
he died of a heart attack in 
1996 at age 54.

His ashes were scat-
tered in the Pacific Ocean 
near his home in Marina 
Del Rey, with Lassie, a de-
scendant of his TV sidekick, 
there to say goodbye.

In his later years, look-
ing back on the elusive, 
fleeting nature of his child-
hood dreams, Rettig con-
fided, “I wanted to be a real 
kid and see what the real 
world was like. I wanted to 
be one of those people I por-
trayed.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

COLUMNS

William
Lewis

■ Thomas Long, chairman of the Queens 
Conservative Party, sees a bigger role 
for his group statewide and believes it 
represents the working middle class.

Rettig beat out nearly 500 other boys 
in the casting of Jeff Miller, a 

Midwestern farm boy on ‘Lassie.’■
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or the next month, 
the Queens Museum 
will host the South 
Asian Women’s Cre-

ative Collective’s yearly vi-
sual arts exhibition, titled 
“A Bomb, with a Ribbon 
Around It.” The name refers 
to a critique of the works of 
Frida Kahlo, whose artistic 
style and complex identity 
flew in the face of her con-
temporaries.

Much in the same way 
Kahlo defied convention 
and gender norms, the art-
ists featured in this exhibit 
bare all aspects of their cul-
tural, sexual, religious or 
political identities to pro-
duce works that are unique 
and provoking.

While this exhibit is 
not a repudiation of South 
Asian culture and aesthet-
ics, the artists also do not 
completely embrace and 
emulate it, as each artist 
has carefully crafted their 
contribution to express 
their sense of belonging 
or un-belonging with tra-
ditional culture and rec-
onciling that notion with 
their world. Indeed, though 
some of the artists featured 
have roots in India, Paki-
stan and Iran, most have 
lived itinerant lives across 
Europe, Africa, the United 
States and Canada.

Collective board 
member Marcy Chevali 
said SWACC helps build a 
“community [that] is very 
important to artists, espe-
cially those who may have 
left their homes and the 
culture they grew up in and 
also those who are looking 
to connect more deeply 
with their roots.”

The exhibit opened to 
a modest reception Dec. 14. 
Several of the artists fea-
tured had the opportunity 
to discuss their works and 
experiences in an intimate 
talk with the audience. The 
talk was introduced by the 
exhibit’s esteemed curator, 
Raul Zamudio.

SAWCC board mem-
ber Josheen Oberoi said 
SAWCC invites different, 
non-South Asian curators 
every year. This serves two 
purposes, introducing the 
featured artists with New 
York’s artistic community, 
as well as to “negate the ‘ex-
oticization’ of the work be-
ing done by these artists,” 
Oberoi noted.

SAWCC enhances the 
profile and broadens the 
dialogue on art created by 
South Asian women, which 
tends to occupy a minus-
cule niche of the main-
stream art scene. In having 
Zamudio as the curator for 

“A Bomb, with a Ribbon 
Around It,” SAWCC con-
nects artists with a larger 
community while ensuring 
their work remains unique 
expressions of themselves, 
rather than compartmen-
talized as merely “South 
Asian art.”

Among the live per-
formances at the recep-
tion, Nazneen Ayyub-Wood 
performed “An Unwanted 
Pest,” where she clung to 
the wall in Velcro and ply-
wood rigging with wings 
on her back. Here, Ayyub-
Wood, a British artist of 
Pakistani origin, demon-
strates feelings of being an 
uninvited guest and a nui-
sance in an adopted land. 

She further juxtaposes her 
posture, imitating an Is-
lamic prayer position with 
her own experience grow-
ing up with religious ideol-
ogy.

Los Angeles-based 
artist Vidisha Saini, also 
known as Vidisha-Fades-
cha, lauded the exhibit’s 
curator and the Queens 
Museum, noting that her 
work has been censored in 
places such as Dubai and 
India for political and other 
controversial content.

Vidisha-Fadescha’s 
contribution to the exhibit 
were photographs from her 
project “Loud and Dirty,” 
which explores motifs such 
as sexuality, notions of pri-

vacy and the binary nature 
of gender. In one of her pho-
tos, Vidisha stands and uri-
nates through a prosthetic 
penis, providing commen-
tary on the taboo of public 
urination between the gen-
ders.

Worthy of mention 
is Priyanka Dasgupta’s 
“Dreams of Inconvenience,” 
an acrylic and metal sculp-
ture of shadow puppets that 
nearly covers the wall and 
serves as a focal point for 
the exhibit. The puppets, 
depicting Hindu sadhus — 
holy men — hold the artist’s 
heart, the price for recogni-
tion and acceptance.

The written word 
alone cannot describe the 
uniqueness of these works 
and the artists who created 
them. I encourage everyone 
to attend the exhibit, which 
ends Jan. 18, and experi-
ence these incredible works 
presents by the SAWCC art-
ists for themselves.

Queens Museum exhibit showcases provocative artwork
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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LATE PAGE

BY BILL PARRY
 
Astoria’s newest gay 

bar opened last weekend, 
drawing large crowds and 
at least one celebrity.

Emmy Award-winning 
TV star Carson Kressley, of 
“Queer Eye for the Straight 
Guy” fame, was on hand for 
the debut of Static Lounge, 
at 28-43 Steinway St. The 
large nightclub replaces a 
straight sports bar called 
The Zone.

“There are several 
gay bars in Astoria, but 
this one is different,” said 
managing partner Andrew 
Tsaousis. “All the others 
are one-third the size, so 
there’s plenty of room for 
the ever-growing gay com-
munity to get together.”

The LGBT community 
in Astoria has exploded in 
recent years, according to 
gay rights activist Brendan 
Fay.

“Everyone got priced 
out of Manhattan, espe-
cially the West Village,” 
Fay said. “Word got out in 
the LGBT community that 
Astoria has a great reputa-
tion.”

An Astorian since 
1999, Fay points to a single 
event that put the neighbor-
hood on the map.

“There was a mar-
riage equality rally in So-
crates Park in July of 2009,” 
he said, and “2,500 people 
made it the largest rally in 
the city, and everyone saw 
the parks and the East Riv-
er but mainly they felt the 
neighborhood’s friendly, 
old-world vibe, the relaxed, 
accepting spirit.”

Robert Rygor, a spokes-
man for the AIDS coalition 
Act Up, grew up in Astoria, 
so the neighborhood was 
well-known to activists.

“Now the community 
is so large you see rainbow 

flags flying from so many 
apartments,” Fay said. 
“There were many gay peo-
ple already here, but they 
were invisible, preferring 
to keep their relationships 
private. Now they’re out 
because they’re more com-
fortable with the strength 
in numbers.”

Tsaousis is hoping 
those numbers turn up at 
Static Lounge.

“Not just the LGBT 
community, mind you,” he 
said. “I’m not crazy about 
labels. This place is inclu-
sive, open to everyone.”

The venue is fully 
renovated with different 
rooms available for private 
parties. There is a huge 
dance floor and stage for lo-
cal music acts.

“We’ll showcase local 
musicians,” Tsaousis said. 
“We benefit and they will 
benefit from the exposure.”

The nightclub will 

have programming as well, 
performing arts night, Gay 
Greek Night, business net-
working night and dance 
party night.

There is also a kitch-
en serving healthy finger 
foods with a Greek, Latin 
and Persian influence as 
well as burgers and wings.

Tsauousis spent most 
of his life in the bar and res-
taurant industry, starting 
as a bus boy. Static Lounge 
is his first time running a 
nightclub as an entrepre-
neur.

“I’m very excited about 
this place,” he said. “My 
motto is we’re all humans, 
and if everyone comes here 
with the right intentions, it 
can be a truly great place.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Astoria’s newest gay bar opens on Steinway Street. 
The big venue caters to the booming LGBT community. 

Photo courtesy Andrew Tsaousis

New bar caters to Astoria’s growing gay community
Brendan Fay, founder of St. Pat’s for All, and ‘Queer Eye’s’ Carson Kressley turn out for Static Lounge opening

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Photos courtesy Carolyn Maloney

Photos by Walter Karling

Photo by Steven Malecki
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Condo? Co-Op? Rental?
To you it’s simply “Home.”

1435 E. Gun Hill Rd.
Bronx

The Wright Agency
(718) 671-8000

Ask me about the kinds of policies Allstate 
offers for Condominium or Cooperative 
owners and renters.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
For most American 

tourists, Kazakhstan is 
probably not high on their 
list of places to see, but for 
St. John’s University pro-
fessor Jay Nathan, the cen-
tral Asian country provides 
endless fascination.

The tenured professor 
has just released his second 
book on the country’s eco-
nomic climate and its main 
industries. In the book, 
“Kazakhstan’s New Econ-
omy,” Nathan takes a look 
back at the country’s his-
tory in order to explain the 
circumstances he claims 
have stalled its economic 
progress.

Kazakhstan, roughly 
twice the size of Texas, was 
largely populated by no-
madic people before it was 
conquered by Russia in the 
19th century. The country 
remained part of Russia 

and the Soviet Union until 
it declared independence 
in 1991. The country has an 
abundant supply of oil, gas 
and minerals, which are its 
main industries.

In his new book, Na-
than analyzes the strengths 
and weaknesses of these 
industries and offers solu-
tions that he thinks will 
propel the country’s econo-
my forward.

When Nathan first 
traveled to Kazakhstan in 
2002, he was struck by the 
nation’s  lack of adaptation. 
He was awarded a Ful-
bright scholarship in that 
year to travel to the coun-
try and deliver lectures to 
a number of its universi-
ties. His book attributes the 
country’s economic inertia 
to the isolation it experi-
enced when it was part of 
the Soviet Union.

“When societies inter-
act, they learn,” he said. 

“When a society is far re-
moved from other coun-
tries, it lacks knowledge of 
what logical development 
is and it lacks a business 
education that comes from 
frequent contact with other 
societies.”

Nathan claims many 
older Kazakhs still suffer 
from an isolationist mind-

set they have from the time 
their country was part of 
the Soviet Union. Nathan 
said he has hope for the 
younger generations, but 
stresses the country must 
diversify its resource de-
pendent economy if it is to 
flourish.

“Eighty percent of 
their GDP comes from oil, 

gas and minerals. What 
happens when they run 
out?” he said. “They have 
been making efforts in the 
last two or three years to 
diversify their industries, 
but have a lack of manage-
ment skills.”

He returned to Ka-
zakhstan again in 2005 to 
discuss business curricu-
lum with the country’s min-
ister of education and sci-
ence. St. John’s then hosted 
more than 15 Kazakhstan 
business professionals in 
an eight-day training pro-
gram in 2006.

Born in Chennai, In-
dia, Nathan traveled to the 
United States as a student. 
He received his master’s 
from the University of Flor-
ida and later received his 
Ph.D. from the University 
of Cincinnati.

The professor, who 
lives in Flushing, has re-
ceived two Fulbright schol-

arships and taught business 
management at a number 
of universities across the 
country. Most recently, he 
was a tenured professor at 
the University of Scranton 
for 10 years before making 
the jump to SJU, where he 
has taught at the Peter J. 
Tobin College of Business 
for 21 years.

“The motivation for my 
book is to bring to the sur-
face how over the years the 
Soviet Union colonies have 
been held back. They have 
to meet the modern man-
agement skills and technol-
ogy. It’s coming slowly, but 
I wish it could move more 
rapidly. It will take time,” 
he said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

St. John’s University professor Jay Nathan has released 
his second book on Kazakhstan’s economic challenges. 

Photo courtesy Shades of Grey Photography

St. John’s professor releases new book on Kazakhstan
Jay Nathan examines shortcomings and potential of central Asian country’s petroleum industry

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, D
EC. 27, 2013-J

AN. 2, 2014      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

23

BT

Queen of  Queens
FAREWELL TO THE

TimesLedger celebrates
Helen Marshall’s

12 years as
Borough President
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Thanks

Helen Marshall
for 12 years of dedicated service as

Queens Borough President

The Board of Directors, Library Action Committee of Corona-East Elmhurst, Inc.  
and staff of the Langston Hughes Community Library

celebrate the life achievements of

an example of success and service:
an original Langston Hughes staff member (1969-1974) and  

our first elected female African-American State Assembly Representative,  
City Council Member and Queens Borough President. 

Thank you for being a role model for future generations.

Langston Hughes
Community Library & Cultural Center

 
100-01 Northern Boulevard, Corona, NY 11368  

718-651-1100www.queenslibrary.org

ll ff ddd
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Farewell to Borough President Helen Marshall

Helen Marshall and Queens Library President and CEO Tom Galante 
examine a bronze plaque made in memory of civic leader Patricia 
Dolan in February 2012. Dolan died in 2011 after she was hit by a 
car.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney and Helen Marshall try out the vol-
leyball field in Queensbridge Park in Long Island City in October 
2006. The park was reopened to the public after $1.4 million in im-
provements.

Councilman Eric Gioia celebrates with Borough President Helen 
Marshall at the Sunnyside Chamber of Commerce’s Night at the 
Castle. Gioia, King of the Castle, and Marshall, Queen of the Castle, 
paid tribute to the chamber’s achievements in September 2006.

Helen Marshall (l.) swears in fifth-grader Lamadina Magnifique as 
student body president for the Merrick Academy in Queens Village 
during a ceremony at Borough Hall in January 2009.

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer, (l.-r.) APAC Executive Director 
Taryn Sacramone, Helen Marshall, singer Tony Bennett, President 
of the Frank Sinatra School of Arts Donna Finn and Bennett’s wife, 
Susan Benedetto, celebrate the Astoria Performing Arts Center at 
its annual gala in March 2013.

Helen Marshall (l.) stands with Queens Botanical Garden’s 
Executive Director Susan Lacerte after a ceremony renaming 
the garden’s auditorium in Flushing for the borough president in 
October 2008.

Assemblyman Mark Weprin (l. to r.), Helen Marshall, Councilman 
David Weprin, benefactor Harriet Kupferberg, state Sen. Frank 
Padavan and Queensborough CC President Eduardo Marti break 
ground for the new Holocaust Resource Center in June 2007.

District Attorney Richard Brown (l.) performs the ceremoni-
al swearing in of Queens Borough President Helen Marshall, as 
Marshall’s husband Donald holds a Bible in January 2010.

Councilmen Daniel Dromm and Jimmy Van Bramer, Helen Marshall, 
Assemblyman Francisco Moya and Deputy Borough President 
Barry Grodenchik toast the same-sex marriage law during a Pride 
event at Borough Hall in June 2011.

Queens Borough President Helen Marshall and her husband Donald 
get a ride in a classic car on the Ed Koch-Queensboro Bridge in 
October 2008, following a centennial celebration for the bridge 
that connects Manhattan with Long Island City.

Marshall’s tenure 
captured in photos
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Farewell to Borough President Helen Marshall

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
When Borough Presi-

dent Helen Marshall steps 
down at the end of the 
month, she will cap off a ca-
reer in public service span-
ning decades.

“I’ve held office before, 
but not this big,” said Mar-
shall, 84, who was first elect-
ed to the state Assembly in 
1983 and spent a decade on 
the City Council before her 
12-year run as the chief ex-
ecutive of the nation’s most 
diverse county.

Marshall, Queens’ 
first black borough presi-
dent, will be term-limited 
out of office Dec. 31.

“I never thought I’d 
end up being here, being 
the borough president, ” 
she said recently during an 
interview at her offices in 
Borough Hall.

During her years as 
a lawmaker, Marshall 
said she enjoyed getting 
her hands into the work 
of crafting legislation, but 
under the limited powers of 
the borough president’s of-
fice she took a more aggres-
sive approach to getting 
things done.

“When Helen was com-
ing into office, she had a list 
of priorities, and we loving-
ly dubbed it the Marshall 
Plan for Queens,” Chief of 
Staff Alexandra Rosa said.

Her top staffers spoke 
about Marshall’s legacy at 
a roundtable discussion 
organized for TimesLedger 
Newspapers in November.

Rosa said Marshall set 
up the War Room, a hold-
over from the administra-
tion of previous Borough 
President Claire Shulman, 
where she and her staff 
developed strategy on how 
to address overcrowded 
schools, and the Green 
Room for working on issues 
involving parks and open 
space.

There were also the 
Queens General Assem-

bly and Borough Hall’s 
Immigration Task Force, 
two bodies Marshall estab-

lished so that representa-
tives from Queens’ immi-
grant communities would 

have outlets where they 
could hash out their issues.

“I made a list of what I 
thought I ought to do when I 
first came here,” Marshall 
said. “And first thing, this 
is the most ethnic county 
in the whole United States 
of America, and so I said 
we got to bring these people 
together.”

Those in Marshall’s 
inner circle said her office 
faced challenges right away 
with the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks. On top of coping 
with the loss of lives, the 
borough entered an era 
when the city was slashing 
budgets.

“Many of the invest-
ments that were on the table 

and included in the budget 
from the previous adminis-
tration both in the mayor’s 
office and allocations from 
Claire Shulman— the capi-
tal budget was decimated. 
Those projects disap-
peared,” said Carol Ricci, 
director of administration 
and expense budget.

Projects such as the 
reclamation of downtown 
Jamaica’s First Reformed 
Dutch Church build-
ing as the new home of 
the Jamaica Center for 
the Performing Arts and 
the construction of an 
110,000-square-foot indoor 
pool at Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park came to a halt 
when the funding dried up.

“So what happened is 
we had to wind up filling 
a number of the voids that 
weren’t anticipated,” she 
added.

Marshall’s team said 
that beyond funding proj-
ects the borough president 
did a lot behind the scenes 
to shape how they came 
out.

The Willets Point proj-
ect was the first to include 
a participation program 
for minority- and women-
owned businesses in its re-
quest for proposal, and she 
worked to get the afford-
able housing that is nearly 
complete at the Macedonia 
Church while developers 
are still waiting to break 

A look back at 12 years in offi ce
Marshall embraced Queens’  immigrant communities while actively supporting libraries and schools

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) is joined by Helen Marshall, fellow politicians and Queens Museum 
board members to cut the ribbon on the museum’s new expansion in October 2013.

Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott (l.) joins Queens 
Borough President Helen Marshall in 2003. 

Photo courtesy Dominick Totino Photography
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ground on the Flushing 
Commons project at Mu-
nicipal Lot 1.

“What’s interesting, 
it’s one of the few develop-
ments you’ll see where the 
benefits for the community 
came before the actual de-
velopment itself,” Deputy 
Borough President Barry 
Grodenchik observed.

Before her life in pub-
lic office, Marshall was 
a school teacher, and the 
woman who heads her 
education and library ini-
tiatives said the borough 
president took advantage 

of growth at the city School 
Construction Authority.

“We found schools. We 
built ... a lot of schools,” 
RoseAnne Darsche said. “It 
was really amazing. So that 
was a challenge that Helen 
— her reference was as a 
teacher and as a librarian 
— and those became her 
passions.”

A report earlier this 
year by the Center for an 
Urban Future lauded Mar-
shall for her commitment 
to the borough’s libraries, 
pointing out that during 
her term she has allocated 

more money for libraries 
than the city’s other four 
borough presidents com-
bined.

It is often noted that 
Marshall’s term was book-
ended by the tragedies of 
9/11 and Superstorm San-
dy.

“When Sandy hit, the 
borough president was very 
concerned about the capaci-
ty to help those in need and 
bringing together human 
service organizations,” her 
chief of staff said.

Dan Andrews, Mar-

Farewell to Borough President Helen Marshall

Helen Marshall smiles alongside her predecessor, Claire Shulman 
in 2006. Photo courtesy Dominick Totino Photography

Queens Borough President Helen Marshall is surrounded by her immediate family, including her husband Donald (c.) and daughter Aggie 
(fourth l.) in 2006. Photo courtesy Dominick Totino Photography

Mayor Michael Bloomberg joins Queens Borough President Helen Marshall at a press event in July 
2003. Photo courtesy Dominick Totino Photography

Sanitation Commissioner John Doherty (l.-r.), Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer, city 
Comptroller John Liu, Helen Marshall, Queens College President James Muyskens, Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr., Queens District Attorney Richard Brown, Council Speaker Christine Quinn, Brooklyn 
Borough President Marty Markowitz and Haeda Mihaltses from mayor’s office for Intergovernmental 
Affairs attend Marshall’s State of the Borough Address in January 2013.

Continued on Page 6

Queens Borough President Helen Marshall (l.) speaks at the Election Night party for Melinda Katz, 
who won Marshall’s seat in the election.  Photo by Rich Bockmann
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Farewell to Helen Marshall

shall’s press secretary, said 
the office of the borough 
president is sometimes 
criticized, repeating the re-
frain that all borough pres-
idents do is cut ribbons.

“My answer on behalf 
of the borough president 
is she has every right to 
cut that ribbon,” he said of 
the recent opening at the 
Queens Museum to mark 
a $69 million renovation. 
“She put multimillions of 
dollars into that project.”

Former Councilwom-

an Melinda Katz Jan. 1 will 
become borough president 
Jan. 1, when Marshall will 
be free to do some travel-
ing.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 5

Helen
Queens Borough President Helen Marshall watches a performance during the opening ceremony for 
Maspeth High School in February 2013.

1 New account with new money only. A new business checking account is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank business checking account(s). An existing checking customer is defined as anyone 

who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open a business checking account. You will receive $50 for the completion of 5 debit card 

purchases. And $50 for the completion of 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each debit card purchase and each online bill-payment must be $25 or more and must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. The compensation will be credited to 

the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. The offer is subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a branch representative for more 

information. 2 New account with new money only. For purposes of the promotion, a new business checking customer is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). You must deposit a 

minimum of $100 to open this account. No minimum balance is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. New Free Business Checking account customers will receive a Google Nexus 7 32GB wifi tablet for an opening balance of $15,000 or more. Valid business documentation must be provided at 

the time of account opening. The cost of the promotional item of $285 (including sales tax and delivery charge) will be reported as interest income in the form of a 1099. The new account must remain open, active and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of 

the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make promotional item substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to promotional items. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the 

manufacturer. Google, Android, and Nexus are trademarks of Google Inc. Google is not affiliated with, or sponsor of, this promotion. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information about minimum balance requirements and certain 

fees that may apply to the business checking account. The promotion and offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright 

Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission is prohibited. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Open a Flushing Bank Free Business Checking account today and receive a Nexus 7 
32GB tablet with an opening deposit of $15,000 or more.2  Visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889, or go to www.FlushingBank.com for details.
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

OPEN A CHECKING
ACCOUNT WITH

MASPETH FEDERAL
SAVINGS TODAY!

Maspeth Federal
Savings offers
Free Checking!

• FREE Visa Debit
Card

• Access to over
50,000 Surcharge
Free ATMs

• FREE Online
Banking & 
Bill Pay

• No  Minimum
Balance or
Monthly
Service Fees

WISH YOU COULD 
BREAK FREE OF
CHECKING FEES?
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
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! Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030

START 2014 
WITH

START 2014 
WITH
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

TO CHOOSE FROM!
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A new store opened 
at LaGuardia Airport last 
week.

Lt. Gov. Robert J. 
Duffy helped cut the ribbon 
at Taste NY in Delta Air-
lines Terminal C that sells 
products made in New York 
state.

From wine, spirits, 
beer and cider to chutney, 
jam, sauces and pickles, all 

the products are grown or 
made in-state.

“More than 25 mil-
lion people passed through 
LaGuardia in 2012,” Duffy 
said. “That’s a massive au-
dience for the great prod-
ucts of Taste New York.”

The store is part of 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s ini-
tiative to promote state 
food and beverages around 

the world. Other Taste NY 
stores will open in airports, 
train stations and transit 
hubs throughout the state 
next year.

The store is jointly op-
erated by Delta Airlines, 
Brooklyn Oenology Winery 
and OTG, the airport’s con-
cessionaire.

— Bill Parry

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The MTA approved a 
$13.5 billion budget for fis-
cal year 2014 week in its 
monthly meeting, which 
included a long discussion 
of whether to set aside $25 
million to increase transit 
service and loud appeals for 
raises from restive transit 
workers nearing two years 
without a union contract.

Before the vote on the 
budget, two members of the 
board, Mitchell Pally, of 
Suffolk County, and Allen 
Cappelli, of Staten Island, 
broached the subject of 
whether a fund of $25 mil-
lion ought to be reserved 
for restoration of bus and 
subway service.

“There are significant 
places where this fund can 
be used,” Pally told the 
board. “We have people 
who wait 60 and 90 minutes 
and if you miss the train, 
you wait 90 minutes more. 
That’s unacceptable in to-
day’s world.”

In the end, the board 
voted to table the matter for 
additional consideration 
until April.

Nearly 20 public speak-
ers took the rostrum before 
the board’s business meet-
ing began starting with 

John Samuelsen, president 
of Local 100 of the Trans-
port Workers Union.

Samuelsen told the 
Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority that the 
transit workers had worked 
tirelessly day and night to 
bring back the city’s trans-
portation system from di-
saster resulting when riv-
ers of water poured into 
subway tunnels from Hur-
ricane Sandy.

“We are certainly not 
asking for the stars,” Sam-
uelsen said of the workers’ 
demand for a labor con-
tract. “We’re looking for 
raises that keep up with the 
cost of living.”

His appeal was fol-
lowed by a long line of rep-
resentations, many vitu-
perative, from members of 
Local 100.

The 35,000 employees 
have had no union contract 
since Jan. 15, 2012.

The MTA has said it 
must have three years of no 
pay raises if its financial 
plan for financial recovery 
is to succeed.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Employees from MTA New York City Transit load subway cars onto 
flatbed trucks for transportation to the Rockaway Peninsula fol-
lowing Hurricane Sandy. Photo courtesy MTA/Patrick Cashin

New shop hawks foodstuffs 
made in Empire State at LGA

Transit union workers want 
new contract and pay raise

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Queens was on pace 
to see a significant drop in 
murders this year, prelimi-
nary data showed, making 
2013 by far the safest year 
in the borough during the 
Bloomberg administration.

The borough had re-
corded just 56 murders by 
the middle of December, 
down 32 percent from last 
year’s total of 83, according 
to NYPD crime statistics. 
The figures are prelimi-
nary and subject to change 
if certain cases are reclas-
sified.

If the trend holds up, 
2013 would be the least-
deadliest year in outgoing 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
12 years in City Hall.

The previous re-
cord was set in 2007 when 
Queens recorded 72 mur-
ders, according to the Po-
lice Department’s histori-

cal data. It should be noted 
that the historical data 
combines both murders 
and manslaughters  in the 
same category, whereas the 
weekly crime reports show 
only murders.

Historically, Queens’ 
most dangerous police pre-
cincts have been in south-
east Queens, with the 103rd, 
105th and 113th accounting 
for 41 percent of the killings 
across the borough’s 16 pre-
cincts from 2002 through 
2012.

South Jamaica’s 113th 
Precinct was the deadliest 
last year with 16 murders. 
That number is down 56 
percent this year to seven.

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica), 
whose district includes 
part of the 113th, said he at-
tributes the decline to the 
work a handful of anti-vio-
lence advocacy groups are 
doing on the ground and the 

leadership of the precinct’s 
commanding officer.

“Collectively, with the 
work we’ve done, people are 
being more responsive,” he 
said. “They trust us to turn 
in guns and offer tips.”

The 105th, which 
stretches along the Queens/
Nassau County border from 
Rosedale to Queens Vil-
lage, improved from eight 
murders in 2012 to three 

this year, a 62 percent drop. 
The 103rd, based in down-
town Jamaica, showed an 
improvement of 20 percent, 
down two murders from 
last year’s 10.

In the Rockaways, 
the 100th Precinct on the 
western end of the penin-
sula had registered three 
murders by the middle of 
December, up two from last 
year, and the 101st covering 

Far Rockaway had just two 
murders, down from a total 
of seven last year.

Northeast Queens’ 
three precincts have re-
corded just two murders so 
far in 2013, down from last 
year’s total of seven.

There have been no 
murders in Bayside’s 111th 
Precinct so far this year, 
compared to one at the 
end of 2012, and Flushing’s 
109th and Fresh Meadows’ 
107th precincts recorded 
one murder each through 
mid-December, down from 
a combined six last year.

Astoria’s 114th Pre-
cinct is on track for a 50 
percent decline and to the 
south Long Island City’s 
108th will have the same 
number of murders it did 
last year — four — if the 
trend holds up.

To the west, the two 
precincts straddling 
Roosevelt Boulevard in 

Jackson Heights and Co-
rona are both down.

The 114th Precinct — 
covering Jackson Heights, 
East Elmhurst and North 
Corona — is down two 
murders from last year’s 
six, and Corona’s 110th Pre-
cinct, which had eight last 
year, is down to five.

In Maspeth, Middle 
Village and Ridgewood, 
the 104th Precinct has seen 
a rise in murders, up to 
three from one last year. 
The 112th Precinct cover-
ing Forest Hills and Rego 
Park is the only one in the 
borough to be murder-free 
both years.

Richmond Hill’s 107th 
Precinct has thus far had 
seven murders, the same 
as last year, and to its south 
the 106th — covering Ozone 
Park, South Ozone Park 
and Howard Beach — has 
had three murders so far, 
up from two last year.

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

www.northshorerehabilitation.com

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
Leg, Low Back Weakness
Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
Difficulty Walking
Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

Murders, like that of Erick Anderson’s son D’Anthony McDonald, 
are down drastically in Queens this year.

2013 safest year in boro under Bloomy
Queens on track to have record-low number of murders during mayor’s 12 years in offi ce 
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EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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of F&T Group, said they 
hope to close on the deal 
by Dec. 30, but if a deal is 
not reached, the developers 
will have to negotiate with 
the new  mayoral adminis-
tration.

Meyer also unveiled 
a scheme to cover phases 
of construction for the de-
velopment at the meeting 
that would keep the park-
ing lot’s 1,144 spaces in tact 
while the work goes on.

“It’s sort of a Rubik’s 
Cube,” Meyer said. “The 
principal advantage is it 
reduces the amount of con-
struction at one time, there-
by allowing us to maintain 
all the parking that was go-
ing to be displaced.”

The first thing to be 

built will be a four-level un-
derground parking garage. 
Meyer said the lot’s surface 
will still be able to accom-
modate the existing 1,144 
spaces, until the parking 
garage is finished. It will 
have 1,600 spaces.

If all goes according to 
plan, Meyer said prepara-
tion work to ready the site 
will begin in January and 
construction will begin in 
March.

Vienna Music offers 
one-on-one piano, violin, vi-
ola, flute, saxophone, clari-
net, guitar, ukulele and 
voice lessons for students 
of all ages as well as group 
classes designed to give 
children between 3 and 5 an 
introduction to rhythm and 
several instruments.

Vienna Music Director 
Ivy Chen said she encour-
ages students to be open to 
new instruments.

“People’s first impres-
sion is, ‘Oh, I want to take 
piano,’ but we have some 
very good violin teachers,” 
she said. “You never know 
what instrument is for 
you.”

Chen said Vienna Mu-
sic uses the New York State 
School Music Association 
and The Associated Board 
of the Royal Schools of Mu-
sic exams as barometers of 
student progress.

“Parents, they want to 
see that it’s not just for fun 
and that they keep improv-
ing,” Chen said.

Though Chen knew 

she wanted to learn piano 
the first time she saw a 
concerto as a young girl, 
the Flushing resident said 
it took her another decade 
to realize she wanted to 
teach.

After being admitted to 
a competitive music train-
ing program in her native 
Taiwan at 6, Chen moved 
to New York during high 
school. She spent her week-
ends in pre-college courses 
at The Julliard School and 
helping the children of fam-
ily friends find their way 
around the keyboard.

She continued teach-

ing after earning a degree 
from the Mannes College of 
Music, inspired by the chal-
lenge of helping beginners.

“It’s tricky,” she said. 
“Sometimes you can see it 
takes a while to get from 
the brain to the hands.”

Individual sessions 
can be purchased in pack-
ages of four, 12 and 20 class-
es, with four 30-minute 
lessons costing $140 and 20 
hour-long lessons costing 
$1,100.

Vienna Music charges 
$120 for the group program, 
which includes four 40-min-
ute sessions.

Chen and Joseph Char, 
director of operations, hope 
to turn the concert hall into 
a venue to showcase stu-
dent and faculty talent and 
a community gathering 
place for music lovers.

“We want to plan 
events like movie night for 
movies related to music 
and invite talented musi-
cians in to perform for the 
community,” said Char, a 
Fresh Meadows resident. 
“Not a lot of music schools 
have a beautiful recital hall 
like us.”

Continued from Page 4 

CB 7
Continued from Page 1 

Music

Ivy Chen, music director at 
Vienna Music, plays piano at the 
new music school in Bayside. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle
Developers hope work on the Flushing Commons development will 
begin in March 2014. Photo courtesy TDC Development

nated by Google at its head-
quarters in Chelsea.

By the time the entire 
2-million-square-foot cam-
pus is completed in 2043, 
it will house about 2,000 
students and nearly 280 fac-
ulty members.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.Continued from Page 5 

Campus
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BY ALLISON PLITT

While many artists are in-
spired by the images they see, 
Kew Gardens resident Matthew 
McDonnell has created five works 

of art based upon what he has 
heard and researched.  

The culmination of his 
lengthy efforts is currently on 
display in an exhibit at the Ser-
endipity Micro Gallery, 1585 First 

Ave., in Manhattan until Dec. 29.
Titled “Sebastian — Five 

Works Inspired by ‘Le Martyre 
de Saint Sébastien,’” all the 
works narrate sequentially a 
play first performed in Paris in 

1911, thanks to the collaboration 
of three unique artists — Italian 
poet Gabriele D’Annunzio, Rus-
sian ballet dancer Ida Rubinstein 
and French composer Claude De-
bussy.  

The play itself was not suc-
cessful, but the music continues 
to be played by professional or-
chestras worldwide due to De-
bussy’s talent and fame.

Described as a musical mys-
tery play, “Le Maytre de Saint 
Sébastien” was divided into five 
acts in which McDonnell has con-
figured a highly detailed draw-
ing of each — “The Court of Lil-
ies,” “The Magic Chamber,” “The 
Council of the False Gods,” “The 
Wounded Laurel” and “The Para-
dise.”  

The plot involves Sebastian, 
chief archer in the Roman Army 
and a favorite of Emperor Diocle-
tian, who converts to Christian-
ity.  Sebastian’s devotion to Jesus 
Christ drives him to reject the 
emperor’s love, causing the em-
peror to angrily order Sebastian 
to be shot with arrows by his fel-
low archers.  After he is executed, 

he is assumed into heaven as an 
angel.

McDonnell himself has cre-
ated his five works on giclée with 
sumi ink.  

“Giclée is a form of print,” 
McDonnell said.  “This is a lim-
ited edition of prints that are pro-
duced in a batch never to exceed 
25 prints.  They are all black and 
white pen and inks.  The sumi 
ink is a very black Japanese type 
of ink which is often used for 
Japanese and Chinese calligra-
phy.  When I get the prints back 
from the printer, I sometimes go 
back into the black areas and re-
inforce it to make it the color a 
little stronger for better contrast.  
Sometimes I also give the paper a 

TimesLedger, Dec. 27, 2013 - Jan. 2, 2014

Continued on Page 41

Kew Gardens artist Matthew McDonnell uses Kew Gardens artist Matthew McDonnell uses 
Japanese ink for pieces based on other forms of artJapanese ink for pieces based on other forms of art

He draws on his 
experience to

create

 Sudoku 38
 Arts & Entertainment 42
 Crossword Puzzle 42
 Guide to Dining 45

IF YOU GO
Sebastian - Five Works 
Inspired by “Le Martyre de 
Saint Sébastien”

Serendipity Micro Gallery
1585 First Ave., Manhattan
Through Sunday, Dec. 29

Artist Matthew McDonnell in his Kew Gardens studio. Photo courtesy Matthew McDonnell 
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Answers in Sports

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

For the past decade, 
Cambria Heights saxo-
phonist Carl Bartlett Jr. 
has been playing his way 
to the top of the city’s jazz 
scene.

On Jan. 2, he and his 
band, The Carl Bartlett, Jr. 
Quartet, officially arrive 
with a gig at Jazz at Kitano 
one of the top-five jazz ven-
ues in New York. 

“It is completely amaz-
ing,” Bartlett said. “We’re 
starting off 2014 by having 
our name really out there.”

Although new to the 
Manhattan scene, Bartlett 
has been a fixture in ven-
ues throughout southeast 
Queens since before he 
could drink alcohol legally 
at them.

As a teenager grow-
ing up first in St. Albans 
and then Cambria Heights, 
Bartlett enjoyed an eclectic 
mix of musical interests in-

cluding pop, R & B and even 
a little jazz, he said. But 
after his uncle made him 
listen to a Brecker Broth-
ers’ album one Christmas, 
a little jazz turned into a 
whole lot. 

“It wasn’t until that 
day that I heard what jazz 
is,” Bartlett said about Mi-
chael and Randy Brecker’s 
jazz fusion album. “It was 
an oxymoron. It was beau-
tiful and nasty at the same 
time.”

Bartlett, who inherited 
some of his musical chops 
from his saxophone-play-
ing father, has mastered 
both the alto and tenor 
sax. In high school he was 
named to the All-City Jazz 
Band during his junior 
and senior years, where he 
earned both the first and 
second chair spots. 

He then won a scholar-
ship in 2000 to attend the 
Manhattan School of Mu-
sic, located in the shadow 
of Columbia University. 
But even during his years 
of study, he always found 
time to form jazz quartets 
and secure paying jobs, like 
the one at Brandy’s Jazz 
Lounge in St. Albans. 

“That was one of my 
first gigs,” Bartlett said. 
“We had a regular spot 
once a week or once every 
two weeks for a few years. 
I was on cloud nine.”

But even in today’s 
world of downloadable 

tunes, musicians still need 
to record and release CDs 
to tout their work. 

“You have to do a re-
cord,” Bartlett said. “No-
body knows you till you put 
out a record.”

For Bartlett, that hap-
pened in 2011 with his 
debut album, “Hopeful,” 
which quickly turned into 
a jazz media favorite. 

Glowing reviews 
poured in from such in-
dustry giants as Jazziz 
magazine, All About Jazz 
and Jazz Inside magazine, 
which included this rave 
of the musician “showcas-
ing the saxophonist’s deft 
and soulful—and senti-
mental—touch with the 
ballad form, with his band 
delivering just the right 
light and delicate accom-
paniment. Barlett draws 
long, sweet lines, as the 
tune winds down, teary-
eyed.”

Queens saxophonist makes splash in the City
After a decade of building a fan base, Cambria Heights’ Carl Bartlett Jr. takes leap across the river

Continued on Page 41

Cambria Heights musician Carl Bartlett Jr. brings his quar-
tet to Kitano in Manhattan in early January. 

Photo courtesy Carl Bartlett Jr.

IF YOU GO
The Carl Bartlett, Jr. 
Quartet

The Kitano: Jazz at 
KITANO
Where: 66 Park Ave., 
Manhattan
When: Thursday, Jan. 2, 8 
pm and 10 pm
Cost: $15/cover and $15/
food and drink minimum
Contact: (212) 885-7119
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718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO
—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

Celebrate
CHRISTMAS EVE

Appetizers
Baked clams, Rollatini, Rice balls

Pasta
Homemade tagliatelle pasta with tomato sauce & basil

Salad
Frisee, radicchio, endive, cherry tomatoes, 

cucumber with balsamic vinaigrette

Entrée
Seven Fishes**

Cod, Shrimp, Flounder, Swordfi sh, Tilapia, Salmon, Mahi-mahi

Lamb Shank with red wine sauce served with saffron risotto

Stuffed Jumbo Shrimps with crabmeat with an orange sauce**

Dessert, Coffee, Tea, Soda

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Appetizers

Stuffed Sea Scallop Rockefeller

Polenta with sausage, mushrooms, mozzarella  
& cherry tomato sauce

Pasta
Tri-colore tagliatelle with peas, fennel & mushroom sauce

Salad
Baby arugula, cherry tomatoes, red onions & candy walnuts 

crusted goat cheese with raspberry vinaigrette

Entrée
Osso Buco Milanese**

Veal Osso Buco in a brown sauce served 
with saffron risotto and green peas

Branzino Almondina**
Mediterranean fi sh with fresh herbs, cherry tomatoes 

in a white wine lemon sauce

Pollo Sorrentino**
Chicken stuffed with eggplant, prosciutto, mozzarella 

in a light tomato sauce

Dessert, Coffee, Tea, Soda

*No coupons or American Express accepted. Call for reservations.
**Served with roasted potato & string beans

$60 
plus tax

per person*

$55 
plus tax

per person*

PRODUCTIONS

“Exit Stage Left” — Parallel 
Exit’s ensemble of fi ve performers 
present a rollicking, old-fashioned 
show of slapstick comedy, tap 
dancing and songs.
When: Friday, Dec. 27 to Sunday, 
Dec. 29, 2 pm and 7 pm daily
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25/general, $80/family 
four-pack
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

“The Little Mermaid Jr.” — Join 
Ariel and her friends under the 
sea in this adaptation of the 
Broadway musical. 
When: Friday, Jan. 24 to Sunday, 
Feb. 2; Friday at 7pm, Saturday 
at 2 pm and 7 pm, and Sunday at 
2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Building T4, Fort 
Tilden
Cost: $10/adults, seniors and 
children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Kiss or Make Up” — The First 
String Players presents Jack 
Sharkey’s comedy of mistaken 
identity, federal foolishness 
and desperate romance.  
When: Saturday, Jan. 25, 8 pm; 
Sunday, Jan. 26, 2 pm; Saturday, 
Feb. 1, 8 pm; and Sunday, Feb. 
2, 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-
01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10/general seating
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: sites.google.com/site/
fi rststringplayers/

“Twelfth Night” — The Aquila 
Theatre presents Shakespeare’s 
comedy of romance, mystery 
and mistaken identity. 
When: Friday, Feb. 14, 2 pm; 
Saturday, Feb. 15, 2 pm and 8 
pm; and Sunday, Feb. 16, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $49
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

“The Uninvited” — This 
supernatural thriller, presented 
by the Parkside Players, centers 
on a charming house in England 

with a dark secret.
When: Saturday, Feb. 15 to 
Saturday, March 1; Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors, 
$10/children
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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(718) 767-4699
12-53 150th Street  Whitestone, NY 11357

Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

Open Dec. 24th & 25th, noon–11 p.m.
APPETIZER (choice of one)
» Buffalo Mozzarella, Tomatoes, 
 Roasted Peppers & Prosciutto
» Baked Clams
» Fried Calamari
» Soup of the Day

Christmas Menu

PASTA (choice of one)
» Lobster Ravioli w/Shrimp, 
 Scallop, Crabmeat
» Penne a la Vodka

ENTRÉE (choice of one)
» Surf & Turf (Filet Mignon 
 & Lobster Tail)
» Lamb Osso Buco & 
 Fettuccini in same sauce
» Veal Scaloppini Ducale
» Red Snapper & Shrimp Combo 
 with scampi sauce
» Salmone Alla Italiana

DESSERT, COFFEE, TEA & 
GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE

All of the above served with mixed vegetables & potatoes. 
Free glass of champagne. House menu also available.

OPEN 
New Year's Eve 
noon–midnight 

& 
New Year's Day 
noon–11 p.m.

Prix Fixe
$44.95

plus tax 
per person

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

When Lenny Banovez was 
asked to direct the Secret The-
atre’s recent production of “Oli-
ver!” he said no thanks.

But once the theater dan-
gled the concept of a steampunk 
version in front of Banovez, he 
jumped at the gig. 

“I thought, let’s make it 
darker,” Banovez said. “It’s not a 
kids’ musical. It’s a musical with 
kids.”

And for the most part, those 
kids in Banovez’s version are 
from Queens. 

The musical, which just 
wrapped up its run at the Long 
Island City venue, included three 
sets of five young actors, who took 
turns in the spotlight as members 
of Fagin’s gang and orphans in 
the boys’ workhouse.

“I thought it would be fun 
and a good learning experience,” 
Jadie Tome, 9, said. “It was. It 
made me want to learn more 
about the show.”

Paideia School third-grader 

Julia Mechner also thought per-
forming in “Oliver!” would pro-
vide some fun. 

“My mom got the e-mail 
(about the show) and I thought it 
would be cool to be in the show,” 
Julia said.

Like a lot of the young per-
formers in the show, Julia stud-
ies voice with Oliver Sohngen at 

the Long Island City Academy of 
Music, located next to the theater. 
Sohngen noticed the posters for 
the show’s auditions and pushed 
for his students to try out. 

“They all ended up audition-
ing,” Sohngen said. “I only need-
ed two rehearsals to get them vo-
cally ready.”

And during the four scenes 

in which the younger set appears, 
there is plenty of singing. 

The show, which is a musi-
cal version of Charles Dickens’ 
“Oliver Twist,” opens in the boys’ 
workhouse where the orphans 
belt out “Food, Glorious Food” 
to counteract the reality of their 
meal of gruel. 

For Queens resident Eliza-
beth Hellman, 13, it’s her favorite 
song in the show. 

“It’s when all their wishes 
come together for one big musical 
number,” Elizabeth said. 

It also provided some unin-
tentional humor from 9-year-old 
Nora Yoo. As part of the choreog-
raphy, Nora repeatedly grabbed a 
bowl and banged it on the table. 
But during one performance 
she had not realized her own 
strength. 

“I accidently knocked a bowl 
over,” Nora, a fourth-grader at 
PS 122, said. “I almost hit Oliver 
(actress Amanda Dupuy) in the 
head.”

Even though there were plen-
ty of non-scripted funny moments, 

the young actors remained profes-
sional throughout the show. 

Manhattan resident Layla 
Blatt said it was tough to keep a 
straight face listening to the oth-
er actors.

“It was hard not to laugh 
when everybody was talking with 
an accent,” Layla said. 

Other funny moments oc-
curred when props failed to oper-
ate properly. During the “I’d Do 
Anything” number when one of 
Fagin’s gang members was sup-
posed to twirl an umbrella to 
represent a carriage wheel, she 
couldn’t get the thing to open. 

There were also plenty of 
missed cues. 

At one point Queens resi-
dent Noah Ballinger almost per-
formed a solo as part of the group 
number. 

“I started to sing the wrong 
verse,” Noah said. 

But for Banovez, none of that 
really seemed to matter. 

“To be honest, the kids were 
quite good,” Banovez said. 

Borough actors consider themselves at home on stage
Nearly a dozen young performers from Queens played part in recent production of ‘Oliver!’ in LIC

Members of the children’s chorus watch the action during a production of “Oliver!” 
at the Secret Theatre in Long Island City. Photo courtesy Adam Jason Photography
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11-01 43rd Ave., LIC, NY 11101
Phone: 212-319-7000
Email: events@zhotelny.com
WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE SPECIAL

$125*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight 
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format
$39.95* * for open bar only

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE COUPLES PACKAGE

$545*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format

PRIORITY SEATING FOR BOTTLE SERVICE
Please contact Z NYC Hotel for pricing 

After midnight, admission will be $30 per person.
Cocktail Attire is required! No jeans or sneakers. Dress code will be enforced.

*plus tax and service per person

bit of tint to enhance the ap-
pearance of the type.”

The real star of the 
show is McDonnell and 
his five compositions that 
could easily be confused 
with canvases from a cubist 
painter in Europe during 
the early 1900s.  McDonnell 
considers himself a figura-
tive painter, meaning his 
artwork represents real 
objects.  

On his website, a de-
scription of his artwork 
aptly describes his style:  
“Matthew’s work is always 
of the figure.  He multiplies 
figurations using hint and 
enigma, interlacing the 
imagery like a puzzle.  He 
suggests the possible with-
out delineating the actual.  
Hidden and veiled, joined or 
dispersed, the human fig-
ure is always still there.”

Besides the intense de-
tail within each work, Mc-
Donnell says he has also in-
serted pagan and Christian 
mysticisms into his compo-
sitions like D’Annunzio did 
with his poem.  

“In reading the play, I 
was trying to see if I could 
do the same type of hom-
age to the mysteries that 
people often link to their 
relations to the heavens,” 
McDonnell said.  “For ex-
ample, I actually have St. 
Sebastian being pulled into 
a fiery sun that is divided 
into three lobes to symbol-
ize the Christian trinity.  
Also, along the bottom of 
each of the five composi-
tions, I painted objects to 
look like shells.  Those are 
the footlights on the edge of 
a stage that happen to look 
like a shell.  A shell is often 
a symbol of Christian pil-

grims.”
Usually creating indi-

vidual paintings inspired 
by his own ideas, McDon-
nell admits the “Sebastian” 
series is a new concept of 
creation for him.  McDon-
nell, however, has been 
interested in art, painting 
and art history all of his 
life.  

Born in Brooklyn and 
raised in a home across the 
street from the Brooklyn 
Museum, McDonnell would 
take art classes as well as 
roam the galleries there, 
“loving it all.”  Spending 
most of his childhood going 
to the museum on the week-
ends, he later decided to en-
roll in Brooklyn College to 
study art but then changed 
his major to architecture 
and attended the New York 
Institute of Technology.

In the forthcoming 
year, McDonnell will dis-
play his art in a group 
show at a new art space in 
Brooklyn.   Since receiv-
ing such positive feedback 
on his “Sebastian” series, 
he plans to create another 
series of works based on 
James Joyce’s “Ulysses,” 
which he is reading right 
now.  If he follows his own 
advice, the admiration and 
respect of his artwork will 
continue.  

“Try to stay true to 
your own interests and 
creative abilities,” he said.  
“Like what you like and 
create what you like.”

For more information 
about Matthew McDonnell, 
you can visit his website 
www.matthewmcdonnell.
com.  

Create
Continued from Page 37

“The Court of Lilies” by Matthew McDonnell. 
Photo courtesy Matthew McDonnell

The CD, which in-
cludes six original songs 
and two new arrangements 
of classic pieces “It Could 
Happen to You,” and the 
theme from the “I Love 
Lucy” show.

Bartlett describes 
his band, which includes 
Yolchi Uzeki on piano, 
Dylan Shamat on bass 

and Dwayne Broadnax on 
drums, as utilizing a mod-
ern and progressive use of 
time in its creations. 

“Not everything is 4/4 
(four beats per measure),” 
Bartlett said. “We have 
some 2/5 chord changes 
like you would hear in 
swing.”

As he prepares to 
swing into the new year, 
he believes the rough patch 
he experienced this year 
— including the death of 

both his grandmother and 
grandfather — is behind 
him. He has big hopes for 
’14, which just happens to 
be his age when he first 
started playing the sax.

“We have a bunch 
of live bookings, and I’m 
working on another album 
that should be out by the 
tail end of 2014,” he said. 
“I’m super happy. Jazz is 
what I always wanted to 
do.”

Jazz
Continued from Page 38
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42 marks the fi rst time Noguchi’s 
fi gurative ink scrolls have been 
displayed alongside works 
by the master ink painter, Qi 
Baishi, whom Noguchi studied 
with in 1930 Beijing. 
When: Through Jan. 26, 2014
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children and 
museum members
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Mike Kelley — MoMA PS1 turns 
its entire building into an 
exhibition of Kelley’s innovative 
work that incorporates 
American popular culture in 
pieces using both modernist 
and alternative traditions. 
When: Through Feb. 2, 2014
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 

Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students and 
seniors, Free/children under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

2013 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Socrates Sculpture Park presents 
15 new commissions that respond 
to the park’s unique waterfront, 
urban environment with 
conceptual and formal artworks 
that are visually compelling, 
mysterious and provocative. 
When:  Through March 31, 2014
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

EVENTS

Holiday Open House — Tour 
the decorated farmhouse, join 
craft activities for children and 
sip mulled cider.
When: Friday, Dec. 27 and 
Saturday, Dec. 28, from Noon 
to 4 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 347-3276, ext. 304

Gingerbread Lane — The 
Guinness Book of World 
Records recently certifi ed Jon 
Lovitch’s creation the world’s 
largest gingerbread village. 
When: Through Sunday, Jan. 
12, 2014
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $11/adults, $8/seniors, 
students and children 2 to 17
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Gifted 2013 — The Rockaway 
Artists Alliance’s fi nal show of 
the year is a juried exhibition 
encompassing drawing, mixed 
media, photography, painting, 
sculpture and video.
When: Through Sunday, Jan. 19, 
2014, Saturdays and Sundays, 
Noon to 4 pm
Where: Rockaway Center for 
the Arts, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 474-0861
Website: 
rockawayartistsalliance.org

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the 
Bread and Puppet Theater, has 
been chosen for the Queens 
Museum fi rst solo exhibition. 
The show consists of two large-
scale immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30, 2014
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Longitude, Latitude, Attitude 
— A photography exhibit by 
Maureen McTigue and John 
Rennhack exploring sites from 
around the world. 
When: Through December; 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
10 am - 4 pm;
Where: The Poppenhusen 
Institute, 114-04 14th Road, 
College Point
Contact: (718) 358-6322
Website: www.
poppenhuseninstitute.org

Flushing Creek into Bowery 
Bay, Selections from the 
Islands of New York — This 
exhibit features photographs 
by Fulbright Fellow Accra Shepp 
exploring the waterways of the 
City. 
When: Through Jan. 12, 2014, 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $5/suggested admission, 
Free/members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Isamu Noguchi/Qi Baishi/
Beijing 1930 — This exhibition 

KIDS & FAMILY

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

4. Spicy, in a way
5. First light
6. Passing remarks?
7. Trunk growth
8. Cain raiser?
9. Make less threatening, as a cat
10. Stretchy
11. Holliday and Gooden, informally
12. Perennial hoops powerhouse
13. PGA part
19. Fix
21. Memphis-to- Nashville dir.
25. Lets up
26. Close call
27. Ed.'s request
28. Err
29. Vision-related
31. Hairpin turn, e.g.

Across
1. Hoarse talk
5. Like the Capitol
10. Icelandic epic
14. High point
15. Overhead
16. Gehrig and Brock
17. Golf hazard
18. Sarcastic comments
20. Treacherous types
22. Ease
23. Perfect score, often
24. Abbr. on a lease
25. Latte relative
30. Belt targets
34. Flu-like
35. Rover's brand
37. Apple messaging program
38. _____Paolo, Brazil
39. Not one or the other
41. Exist
42. Bert's companion
44. Long (for)
45. Sweat spot
46. Like a tomato
48. Turns bad
50. Wedding words
51. Popular fruit drink
52. Holiday songs
55. Unquestionable
60. Divergence less than 90 degrees
62. Cereal "for kids"
63. Hindu princess
64. Leave the house
65. Iris holder
66. Computer insert
67. Barely beats
68. Salon offering

Down
1. "Phooey!"
2. Farm unit
3. Modern communication device

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

 

32. Fortuneteller's card
33. Worries
36. Olympian Apolo Anton _____
39. Quilter's need
40. Always, poetically
43. Inane
45. Developed, as a neighborhood
47. Medicinal amount
49. Frat letter
52. Joker or ace
53. Antioxidant berry
54. Enters a political contest
55. In awe
56. Sad
57. Tennis units
58. Echelon
59. Midterm, for one
61. Wink's companion

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

December 27, 2013-January 2, 2014

By Ed Canty

Intelligence First

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ETCHED IN STONE
P E P S I A S N A P C A N
C R E A M R I A T A U S O
P O N D S K I P P E R R P M

S O I S E E D O L E S
E N G A R D E O O H I N G
F O R C E S L E N N O N
I S A K N A N C E G P A
L A V S P O T T E D N A M
E Y E P A G E S B E N E

M A A L O X S H R E D S
S E A N C E O N E I D A S
C A R T E I N F A N T
A R K B I T O F G R A V E L
R T E A C E N T Y I E L D
F O R R U S S O S N E E S
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Pasta
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli,

Stuffed Shells or Manicotti-$10.95
Penne Vodka or Meatballs-$12.95
Combo-Baked ziti, ravioli, lasagna 

and chicken parmigiana-$17.95

Dessert
Cheese Cake-$6.25

Tartufo-$6.25
Truffles-$6.25

Truffles-$5.50 (2)

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Appetizers
Lobster Bisque-$5.95

Garden or Caesar Salad-$7.95
Fresh Mozzarella

and Tomato-$8.95
Dozen Baked Clams-$12.50
Mussels-White or Red-$11.95

Stuffed Portobella 

Mushrooms-$8.95
Assorted Antipasto-$9.95

Entrees
Chicken-Parmigiana, Pizzaiola,

Marsala, Francese, Rollatini-$15.95
Chicken Anthony-Sauteed chicken breast, 

spinach, roasted peppper and fresh mozzarella 
in a sherry sauce-$16.95

Veal-Parmigiana, Marsala, Picatta-$16.95
Veal Mellisa-Breaded veal cutlet topped with 

ricotta and eggplant parmigiana-$16.95
Eggplant-Parmigiana, or Rollatini-$13.95

Seafood-Shrimp Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, 
Marinara or Fra Diavolo-$16.95

Shrimp Elegante-Shrimp francese and spinach 
in a butter, lemon and white wine sauce over 

pasta-$18.95
Shrimp DeNiro-Sauteed shrimp with 

mushrooms and fresh mozzarella in a marsala 
wine sauce over linguini-$18.95

Sea Bass DiMare-Chilean Sea Bass, Shrimp, 
Clams, Calamari, mussels marachiarra-$21.95

Join us for
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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If the word “kebab” conjures 
up images of bite-sized bits of 
meat served from a street vendor, 
the Ali Baba restaurant in Fresh 
Meadows will make you think 
again.

The Afghan restaurant 
serves up generous portions of 
chicken, beef and lamb skewered 
and grilled over charcoal with a 
fresh garlic-and-herb marinade.

Served with fluffy basmati 
rice, grilled tomatoes and a va-
riety of traditional toppings, the 
dishes are representative of the 
cuisine John Hazin and his sister, 
Hazya Azizi, who grew up with 
near the Afghan capital.

“Kabul is the main source of 
modernization,” said Hazin, who 
manages the restaurant his sister 
bought a year ago on the Horace 
Harding Expressway. “There are 
good restaurants these days, lots 
of people going out. But women 
still can’t own restaurants.”

Azizi always wanted to be a 
chef, her brother said, and it was 
when she was working as a trans-
lator with the U.S. Army that she 
decided to realize her dream.

“The soldiers all said her 
food was so good that she should 
open a restaurant, so she did,” 
Hazin explained.

The two grew up on a farm 
making yogurt from goat’s milk, 
and many of the dishes at Ali 
Baba feature the cow-milk vari-

ety they make daily in-house.
“It’s a little sour and a little 

sweet,” Hazin said. “All natural.”
Most kebab dishes will set 

you back about $15, such as the 
beef tikka served over rice or the 
chaplee kabob, which resembles a 
spicy meatball with ground beef, 
onions, peppers, an egg yolk and 
dried hot peppers.

Vegetarian options abound 
with appetizers like borani 

badenjan — cooked eggplant with 
onion, tomato sauce and yogurt 
— and dolmeh barg, grape leaves 
stuffed with rice and vegetables.

Entrees include mahicha 
qabuli palow, a slowly cooked 
lamb shank in caramelized on-
ions, topped with shredded car-
rots and raisins.

“The rice is nice and salty, 
and the raisins and carrots are 
sweet, but not too sweet,” Hazin 

explained.
For dessert, the baklava is 

filled with walnuts and pista-
chios, and while it is not made in-
house, you will not complain.

The restaurant’s dining area 
is spacious with room for parties, 
and the middle of the day is usu-
ally quiet for those looking to pop 
in for an easy lunch.

Ali Baba is at 183-10 Horace 
Harding Expressway in Fresh 

Meadows and open seven days a 
week from 11:30 a.m. until 11 p.m. 
For more information, call 718-
463-7362.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Eatery brings Afghan taste to Fresh Mdws.
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LATE PAGE

WE HAVE YOU COVERED HEAD TO TOE

DOC CARE
Your Primary Care & Specialty Physicians

Call For Appointment
Walk-Ins Welcome

66-55 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-1919

68-23 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-2322

DocCare
HEALING,

HEALTH,

HOPE®

®

Dr. Curtis Hardy
OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

HEALTHCARE SERVICES OFFERED:

(surgical and non - surgical)

GYN Division Chief
Dept. Of OB/GYN

New York Hospital Queens

Doc Care Proudly Presents
Dr. Curtis Hardy

Learn more at: www.doccareny.com
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BUICK

Redefining The Customer Experience

Here Are The Top Ten Reasons
Why You Should Purchase & Service Your Next 

Cadillac, Buick, GMC Or Pre-Owned Vehicle From North Bay:
10. Sales - We are easily  accessible – a short drive from the Long Island Expressway, Northern State Parkway 

and Cross Island Parkway.  25 minute LIRR express train service from Great Neck Station to Penn Station.
9. Service – near the Northern Boulevard – Glen Cove Road intersection in Roslyn, NY.  Very convenient location from all points.
8. A new fleet of Cadillac courtesy loaner vehicles when bringing your Cadillac for regular or warranty service.  Courtesy loaners

available for Buick and GMC customers when warranty work is required.
7.  Beautiful state-of-the-art  showrooms and coming soon, a magnificent new service facility.
6. Our New and Pre-Owned Sales Department is open seven days a week with certified, courteous 

Sales and Internet professionals available to answer all of your questions.
5.  North Bay is and has always been one of the highest rated stores for Customer Satisfaction.  

Check out what the customers are saying on this website and DealerRater.com.
4.  Why pay a premium price?  We offer extremely aggressive pricing without sacrificing the legendary North Bay experience.
3.  New York Stateʼs largest retail Cadillac, Buick and GMC dealer with a large inventory available at all times.
2.  We never promise anything we canʼt deliver!
1.  “Redefining the customer experience”  – if you see a customer with a North Bay plate frame, 

ask them what they think of us! Our customers are our best advertisement.  

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

$159

B R A N D  N E W
2014 BUICK VERANO

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC, Power Windows, Power Doorlocks, Remote Start,
Back-up Camera, Bluetooth, Lamps, Traction Control, Cruise Control

& Much More! MSRP $24,625

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $500

BUICK

Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.
Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include  Loyalty Rebate Offer $1,000. ( GM lease vehicle must expire by 12-31-2014).  Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised.
† Cosco memebrs receive special offers & will receive a Costco $500 Gift Card.  2013 Buick: Add tax & tags. 2014 Buick GMC Due: $1,995 Down Payment plus $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. All payments include GM Owner/Competitive/Lease Conquest / Lease Loyalty Offer $500/$1,500/$2,000. Conquest Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or
newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.  GM Owner Loyalty: Must be a GM owner in the same household ’99 or newer. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 12-31-2013.

per month 39 months

BUICK

$199

B R A N D  N E W
2014 GMC ACADIA

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC,  8 Passenger, PW, PDL, Rear Back-up
Camera, Rear Park Assist, Remote Entry, Bluetooth, 

& Much More! MSRP $35,260

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $500

per month 39 months

Lease Loyalty Rebate $1,000 | Costco Members Included†

SPECIAL OFFER:

2014 ATS2.0
All-Wheel Drive Sedan

Automatic Transmission, Power Windows, Power Locks,
Bose Surround, Heated Seats, Power Seat, Power

Sunroof, CUE, Backup Camera, Bose Surround System,
Bluetooth & Much More! MSRP $40,870 $249LEASE

FOR

per month 39 months.  Due at inception: $249 1st payment,
$0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit, plus
tax & tags. 10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.
2500 miles courtesy transportation vehicle.

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Bank Fee!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. Francis Prep 

proved something to itself 
as it has gone about prov-
ing everyone else wrong.

The Terriers had 
struggled mightily in the 
CHSAA’s Class AA division 
in recent years and again 
weren’t considered among 
the city’s elite teams when 
this season began.

That has quickly 
changed.

St. Francis Prep got off 
to a 6-0 start, including five 
league wins after collecting 
just two CHSAA victories 
last season. It then stood 
toe-to-toe with last season’s 
city runner-up, Bishop 
Loughlin in Brooklyn, be-
fore falling 79-65 Dec. 17. 
SFP led 40-37 early in the 

third quarter and trailed 
just 69-63 with 3:43 remain-
ing in the game.

The performance illus-
trated that the Terriers can 
play with the league’s elite 
teams for the first time 
since 2007 when Division I 
recruit Mike Cavataio was 
suiting up in Fresh Mead-
ows.

“It’s there,” legendary 
St. Francis Prep Coach Tim 
Leary said. “As long as we 
don’t get injuries, we are 
going to compete.”

His team already 
owns wins over defending 
archdiocesan champion St. 
Raymond and a good Iona 
Prep squad. Leary said this 
group spent more time than 
usual playing in preseason 
leagues and working out to-
gether this summer. They 

have done whatever has 
been asked of them since 
the second half of last sea-
son. Now it’s starting to pay 
off.

“They like basketball 
and they have bought in 
pretty much with what we 
are trying to do,” Leary 
said.

What that means is 
playing hard and unself-
ishly and using their quick-
ness to their advantage. The 
Terriers were able to press 
a Lions team that thrives in 
transition and still use it to 
their advantage.

Guard Michael Fields 
can be a blur, Shane Herri-
ty is as tough as they come 
and Connor Bacci can pro-
vide outside shooting. For-
wards Jordan Santiago, a 
junior varsity call-up, and 

Brian Haggerty are long, 
athletic and a tough cover 
for bigger players. Herrity 
and Haggerty had 19 points 
apiece against Loughlin 
and Fields added 17.

“Our team isn’t the big-
gest in the league,” Herrity 
said. “We are dependent on 
guard play. Our guards are 
quick and our forwards are 
quick. We just try to use 
that to help us.”

Haggerty has been a 
pleasant surprise after ded-
icating himself to the sport 
more. He provides the Ter-
riers with a presence inside 
they lacked a year ago.

“He’s developed un-
believably from last year,” 
Leary said.

So has this veteran 
group that now finds itself 

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 
Francis Lewis will 

have to live with proving 
they can play with Murry 
Bergtraum for now.

The Patriots pushed 
the 15-time defending PSAL 
champions to the break 
in a heartbreaking 76-74 
defeat in Class AA girls’ 
basketball Dec. 18 in Lower 
Manhattan. It was a battle 
of the league’s remaining 
unbeaten teams that Lewis 
led 74-71 with 2:15 remain-
ing in the game only to see 
the Lady Blazers score the 
contest’s final five points.

“We realized that we 
are right there,” Patriots 
guard Chila Bady said.

Her team had a chance 
to win in the closing sec-
onds, but Bergtraum star 
Ashanae McLaughlin twice 
kept them from getting a 
shot off. She jumped out and 
stole a pass to Sierra Green 
at the top of the key and 
raced down the floor for a 
layup to put Bergtraum up 
76-74 with 4.2 seconds left. 
She then caught Taliyah 
Brisco from behind and 
stripped the ball away with 
a tick left on the clock to 
end things.

“Very disappointing, 
all that hard work that we 
put in,” Bady said of the 
closing seconds. “It’s sad 
that we lost by two. I really 
thought we were going to 
win.”

She and her team-
mates played with no fear 
and took it to Bergtraum 
throughout the game. Lew-
is lost last season’s final 
meeting by just 51-47. Bady, 
who scored a game-high 19 
points, led a 19-5 run over 
the third and fourth quar-
ters. She hit a late three-
pointer to close the third 
and her two free throws to 
start the fourth gave Lewis 
a 62-55 lead. Bergtraum had 
led by as many as 10 in the 
second quarter.

“I wanted to be really 
aggressive today,” Bady 
said.

The team went on the 
spurt with Green, who was 
in foul trouble, and Domin-
ique Williams on the bench. 
For Patriots Coach Steve 
Tsai, that showed his team 
is deep enough to win even 
when Green doesn’t have a 
big day. Legendary Murry 
Bergtraum Coach Ed Grez-
insky’s team guarded her 

Francis Lewis loses 
to Murry Bergtraum

Prep hoops off to fast start
SFP team ready to compete with elite CHSAA schools this season

Continued on Page 51

Francis Lewis’ Chila Bady takes the ball down the court. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

St. Francis Prep’s Michael Fields takes the ball to the basket during the Terriers’ game against Bishop Loughlin. 
Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Continued on Page 51
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Poor execution without 

the starting point guard in 
the lineup was understand-
able and somewhat ex-
pected by Christ the King 
Coach Joe Arbitello. See-
ing his team play without 
energy, aggressiveness or 
urgency against Cardinal 
Hayes was what came as a 
surprise.

“When you take out 
one part, you stop being 
a well-oiled machine and 
guys don’t know how to re-
act to that,” Arbitello said. 
“If we would have given 
an effort, they might have 
beat us, but the game would 
have come down to the final 
minutes.”

Instead, the Royals’ 

eventual 69-48 home loss 
was over in the third quar-
ter of CHSAA Class AA 
boys’ basketball action 
Friday night. The Cardi-
nals (7-0) took a 10-point 
lead into the half after a 
last-second dunk in transi-
tion by Mustafa Jones and 
closed the third quarter on 
an 11-0 run to grab a 56-31 
advantage.

“Second half we need-
ed to come out with more 
energy and we came out 
with the opposite,” said 
CK star Rawle Alkins, who 
scored 18 points and saw 
time at the point. “We had 
a bad game.”

Much of Christ the 
King’s druthers stemmed 
from the absence of point 
guard Andre Walker. The 

senior was not in the gym 
but at home and is still part 
of the program, accord-
ing to Arbitello. The coach 
would not comment on the 
reason for Walker being out 
of the lineup.

“I’m only going to talk 
about the guys who are on 
the court for me,” Arbitello 

said.
Those guys were out-

worked and out-played by 
a Hayes team it eliminated 
from last year’s CHSAA in-
tersectional quarterfinals. 
The Royals (3-1), the defend-
ing state Federation cham-
pions, struggled to start 
their offense, didn’t handle 

ball pressure well and were 
beat on the boards. Alkins 
picked up his fourth foul 
midway through the sec-
ond quarter.

CK did get a good 
contribution from guard 
Kamron Johnson off the 
bench during a strong sec-
ond quarter. Travis Atson 
scored 14 points and Bry-
ler Paige added 10. Center 
Adonis Delarosa tallied 
just 3 points and Arbitello 
was left searching for an-
swers.

“I saw Jordan Fuchs 
over there with Sean John-
son and I was ready to 
throw them a jersey,” he 
said of the former CK stand-
outs in attendance.

The Cardinals, who 
excelled in transition, pro-

duced balanced scoring as 
Jones, Shavar Newkirk and 
Nathan Ekwu all scored 14 
points. Chris Robinson add-
ed 11. The Cardinals knew 
they were making CK’s life 
uneasy.

“They didn’t have any-
one who could get them in 
their offense,” Newkirk 
said. “When we pressured 
them, we played the pass-
ing lane and got easy fast 
break points.”

Arbitello and Alkins 
see the game as a learning 
experience for a team that 
is still young, especially 
without Walker in the line-
up.

“It’s just something 
you have to go through,” 
Arbitello said. “It’s the 
growing process.”
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The dawn of the new 
year provided us with a 
moment to look back on 
the events of the last 365 
days, so I took the time to 
recognizes the top players, 
coaches and performances 
during the year in Queens 
high school sports. Here 
is a look at who and what 
made the cut.

Program of the Year: 

St. Francis Prep

No school has won 
more across the board than 
the Terriers. The Fresh 
Meadows school is home 
to the CHSAA girls’ vol-
leyball and tennis state 
champions. Its boys’ soccer 
team won the CHSAA city 
title and reached the state 
final. The Terriers football 
team returned to the CHS-
FL’s ‘AAA’ playoffs and the 
softball fell in the diocesan 
championship series. Add 
to that its boys’ handball 
team’s 11th straight un-

beaten city title and you 
have success across mul-
tiple sports.

Athlete of the Year: 

Jon Severe, Christ the 

King boys’ basketball

Severe, now at Ford-
ham University, ended his 
career in stellar fashion. 
The Royals’ shooting guard 
became the school’s first 
New York State Mr. Basket-
ball. He led CK to their sec-
ond Federation Class AA 
title in the last four years 
and did so by setting a tour-
nament single game and 
overall scoring mark with 
help from a 40-point perfor-
mance in the semifinals.

Coach of Year: Mar-

co Migliaccio, Construc-

tion softball

Migliaccio and the 
Red Hawks reached the 
mountaintop this season. 
Four years after wining 
the PSAL Class B title, they 
knocked off league power 
Tottenville in dramatic 
fashion to win the school’s 
first Class AA softball ti-
tle. Construction beat the 
Pirates twice this season. 
It was the culmination of 
years of work for Migli-
accio and his staff.

Comeback Athlete of 

the Year: Cesar Oviedo, 

Christ the King boys’ 

soccer

The Royals senior 
missed time early in the 
season after getting banged 
up against Archbishop Mol-

loy and his team struggled 
without him. Oviedo didn’t 
miss a beat when he re-
turned and remained one 
of the league’s top strikers. 
He helped lead CK back to 
the CHSAA Class AA semi-
finals.

Best Newcomer: Anja 

Malesevic, Benjamin 

Cardozo girls’ volleyball

Malesevic isn’t an un-
derclassman or new to the 
sport, but she is new to the 
country and the Judges. 
The senior emigrated from 

Serbia to become one of 
the city’s most dominant 
outside hitters. She helped 
lead Cardozo to the school’s 
third PSAL Class A city 
title in the last four years.

Best Halftime Meal: 

Christ the King

Nothing beats the 
spread outside the Father 
John Savage gymnasium. 
You can quickly pick up a 
warm pretzel or a delicious 
pizza bagel and wash it 
down with numerous drink 
choices.

Game of the Year: 

Holy Cross vs. St. Fran-

cis Prep football, CHSFL 

‘AAA’ quarterfinal

No game between 
Queens rivals garnered as 
much hype and lived up to 
it. It was the first playoff 
meeting in the Battle of 
the Boulevard since 1997 
and SFP’s first ‘AAA’ post-
season game since 2008. 
Holy Cross held on for a 20-
13 win, thanks to a 65-yard 
punt return from Terriers 
killer Brandon Jackson.

Story of the Year: 

Archbishop Molloy Coach 

Jack Curran dies

After 55 years of coach-

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Lifeless Christ the King manhandled by Cardinal Hayes 

Christ the King’s Rawle Alkins (l.) dribbles the ball. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Terriers top TimesLedger’s best in boro list
CK’s Severe picked as Queens’ Athlete of the Year as Construction’s Migliaccio named in coach category

St. Francis Prep players hoist their championship trophy in the air after winning the CHSAA city soc-
cer championship. Photo by Yinghao Luo

Continued on Page 51
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in position to be among the 
CHSAA’s best teams. The 

early success has caused 
the Terriers to be viewed 
much differently even in 
the school itself than in 
years past.

“Our confidence is 

way up right now, espe-
cially around the school,” 
Herrity said. “Basketball at 
the Prep the last few years 
hasn’t been that good. It’s a 
good feeling to win.”

ing, Curran’s death was not 
just a Queens story, but a 
national one. Kind words 
and well-wishes poured in 
from around the country 
after he died in his sleep at 
the age of 82. The legend-
ary Curran, the nation’s 
winningest basketball and 
baseball coach, will be re-
membered more for the 
number of lives he touched 
than the victories and titles 
he earned.

Quote of the Year

“Since most of us were 
relocated, our school was 
relocated, it was hard to 
practice together and have 
a stable environment. It 

feels great and it’s really 
awesome to win for Rock-
away.” — Jessica Glaz, af-
ter scoring 19 points to lead 

Scholars Academy to its 
third-straight PSAL Class 
B girls’ basketball title

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Thomas Holley thought 

he made two good moves in 
the same week.

The Queens native and 
Abraham Lincoln football 
star now has two new plac-
es to call home after the de-
fensive tackle verbally com-
mitted to suit up for Penn 
State and head Coach Bill 
O’Brien while he and his 
family moved from Fresh 
Meadows to Jamaica.

“It was hectic and 
it wasn’t even about the 
football,” the 6-foot-4, 
305-pound Holley said. “I’m 
sitting here moving, pack-
ing bags and trying to talk 
to my aunt and uncle.”

His choice between 
Penn State and Florida 
came down to a chance to 
stay closer to home and the 
strong bond he forged with 
Penn State defensive line 
Coach Larry Johnson, who 
spoke with him as much 
about life as he did foot-
ball.

“When I talked to 
Coach Johnson, the rela-
tionship I had with him was 
a little bit different,” Holley 
said. “It was unique. It was 
something special.

The Nittany Lions’ 
most valuable player this 
season was defensive tackle 
DaQuan Jones. Jones, a po-
tential first round selection 
in this year’s NFL Draft, 
told Holley on his official 
visit in October that John-
son fulfilled all the prom-
ises he made to him about 
improving his game.

The ability to develop 
talent is important for Hol-
ley, who just started playing 
football last season. He had 
been a highly thought of 
basketball player at Christ 
the King before transfer-
ring to Lincoln. Holley has 
played in just 21 football 
games in his career and 
has tremendous upside.

Holley became the first 
city product to commit to 
Penn State since the revela-
tion of the Jerry Sandusky 

molestation scandal in 
2011. He wants to be a part 
of bringing the program 
back to prominence and be 
the face of the Big Ten.

“I think I cannot only 
be a part of it, knowing me 
I have the drive and will to 
be on top,” Holley said.

He is the No. 3-ranked 
player at his position and 
63rd in the nation by ri-
vals.com. Holley helped 
lead Lincoln to the Public 
School Athletic League city 
conference football city 
title. Just two years ago, 
no one knew if any of this 
would be possible.

“It’s been a little dif-
ferent seeing a kid who 
can go play for Penn State 
learning the rules and 
how to put equipment on,” 
Railsplitters Coach Shawn 
O’Connor said.

Holley felt relieved 
at having the recruiting 
process and the move over 
with.

“It’s been a great, great 
week,” Holley said.
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tight every time she was on 
the floor.

“We want to get ev-
eryone involved and that 
makes us hard to guard,” 
Tsai said.

Brisco and Williams 
each had 13 points for 
Lewis (6-1). Robyn Francis 
scored 11 points and Green 
added eight. McLaughlin 
paced Bergtraum (8-0) with 
17 points, Joella Gibson had 
16 and Alexandra Smith 
chipped in 13.

Tsai pointed to more 
than the final play for the 

defeat. Lewis is under-
sized and let Bergtraum 
forwards Smith, Ardella 

Brown and Daisya Drayton 
dominate the glass. The 
Lady Blazers got too many 
second-chance points.

Lewis, which already 
beat last-season runner-up 
South Shore, will get a sec-
ond chance of its own when 
it takes on Bergtraum at 
home Jan. 22. Bady thinks 
that outcome will be differ-
ent. The goal was thought 
to be playing the likes of 
the Lady Blazers and Vi-
kings in March as well. The 
Patriots have proven they 
can make that happen.

“This is who we want 
to be with at the end,” Tsai 
said.

Lewis

Continued from Page 50 

Awards

Continued from Page 49 

SFP

Continued from Page 49 

Queens native Holley 
to play for Penn State

Christ the King’s Sierra Calhoun runs past Moore Catholic’s Krista Coughlin. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Francis Lewis’ Sierra Green pre-
pares to take a foul shot. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Christ the King’s Jon Severe heads to the hoops at the NYS 
Federation Tournament of Champions. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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lege, at 30-20 Thomson St. 
in Long Island City.

The public high school 
has a unique program of-
fering two years of college 
prep and 11th- and 12th-
graders take early college 
courses and graduate with 
60 credits from Bard Col-
lege. The school has a grad-
uation rate of 96.7 percent 
and graduates finish with 
a high school Regents diplo-
ma and an associate degree 
in arts from Bard at no cost 
to eligible students.

Nearly all transfer to 
a four-year college to com-
plete a bachelor’s degree, 
according to Principal Val-
eri J. Thompson.

“The opportunities 
you have I never had,” 
Bloomberg said as many 
of the students nodded in 
agreement.

Omar Ferriera, 17, 
of Woodhaven, originally 
planned on studying liber-

al arts in college, but cred-
its the school’s wide range 
of courses with opening his 
mind to other options.

“Now I love math and 
science,” said Ferriera, 
who will study physics at 
the University of Chicago 
in the fall.

Another student, 
Mamfatou Baldeh, of the 
Bronx, said, “When I start-
ed here, I just wanted to 
graduate college early. Now 
I’m thinking why rush, I’d 
rather be in school longer, 
there’s so much more to 
learn.”

And it is in Queens, 
the most diverse borough 
in the most diverse city, ac-
cording to the mayor.

“Forty-eight percent 
of Queens residents are 
born outside the country,” 
Bloomberg said. “This is 
the melting pot of the world. 
If you want to succeed in the 
global economy, the place 
to learn about the world is 
right here in Queens.”

The picture gets 
brighter, the mayor said, 
when you consider the bor-

ough’s improved economy.
“The subways are bet-

ter, new businesses take 
root in Queens with nearly 
50,000 since ’02,” Bloomberg 
said. “And we’ve built hous-
ing. Right here in Long 
Island City there will be 
5,000 new homes in Hunt-
ers Points South and more 
in Hallets Cove and Willets 
Point.”

In summing up, 
Bloomberg said, “The num-
bers say you’re going to 
have a bright future.”

The standing ovation 
sounded more like a pep 
rally as Bloomberg headed 
for the exit.

“It was awesome, true 
and down-to-earth. He 
made it clear that education 
has come a long way during 
his administration,” Bal-
deh said.

Ferriera agreed, say-
ing, “I thought the speech 
was great, I learned a lot 
about Queens. I used to live 
in Brooklyn for a while — 
it’s nothing like Queens.”

as in potential for plans 
in Flushing,” Nussbaum 
said. “When Patrick first 
brought his project, the 
economy was still down in 
the dumps. There was little 
capital around for capital 
construction. People had 
to sit around and wait until 
now.”

Karlik has been in the 
real estate industry since 
1982 and over the last 12 
years his companies have 
been involved in restor-
ing obsolete buildings in 
Chicago into retail and 
residential space. In Sep-
tember, JK Equities bought 
a 120-year-old building in 
downtown Baltimore with 
the intention of developing 
it into 180 rental units and 
26,000 square feet of retail 
space.

Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) heralded 
the announcement of the 
theater’s sale as a positive 
step.

“I am happy that new 
developers are in place and 
we appear to be moving for-
ward. This plan will make 
downtown Flushing more 
attractive and transform 
this eyesore into something 
the community needs,” Koo 

said. “We have been prom-
ised action at this site be-
fore and have been let down 
in the past, but I am cau-
tiously optimistic that prog-
ress can finally be made. I 
will work with the develop-
ers and my community to 
make sure the needs of all 
are properly balanced.”

The historic movie the-
ater, which opened in 1928, 
was closed and sold to no-
torious developer Thomas 
Huang in 1986. Huang was 
convicted of damaging the 
property and spilling thou-
sands of gallons in the the-
ater’s basement in 1999. He 
was sentenced to five years’ 
probation and ordered to 
pay a $5,000 fine.

The theater has since 
has passed through vari-
ous developers’ hands.

Jerry Rotondi, presi-
dent of the Committee to 
Save the RKO Keith’s The-
atre of Flushing, met the 
announcement of the the-
ater’s sale with cautious 
optimism..

“We’ll see what tran-
spires. I’ll believe good 
when I see it. At this point 
the community deserves 
something,” said Rotondi, 
who has been fighting to 
restore the theater since 
the 1980s. “Ideally it would 
have been nice to have a 
working performing arts 
center, but a glass half-full 
is better than nothing.'

ROP

Continued from Page 1 

RKO
Continued from Page 4 

Board

The inside of the once-grand RKO Keith’s Theatre in Flushing sits 
vacant. Photo courtesy Building Conversation Associates

McNaughton in a transit 
bureau charged with polic-
ing downtown Manhattan 
subways. The young officer 
got engaged to a woman in 
the NYPD and moved from 
Long Island to Queens in 
2004, his father said.

Later that year, Mc-
Naughton accepted an of-
fer to serve in Iraq. While 
there, he volunteered to 

train Iraqi officers in an el-
evated tower because he did 
not want to endanger fellow 
soldiers who had children, 
according to a biography 
posted on a commemora-
tive website.

That’s when a sniper 
fatally struck him. He was 
27.

The elder McNaugh-
ton said his son’s friends 
established The James Mc-
Naughton Foundation in 
his honor. The nonprofit 
collects donations and or-

ganizes benefits for various 
projects, including The In-
trepid Fallen Heroes Fund 
and The Wounded Warrior 
Project, which assist in-
jured military members, 
veterans and their families, 
and a scholarship fund at 
the younger McNaughton’s 
high school in Long Island.

“That’s the thing that 
makes it a little easier for 
us, to know that Jimmy is 
still paying it forward,” Mc-
Naughton said.

Straphangers Campaign. 
“These crosstown buses 
are losers.”

On a more posi-
tive note, six faster bus 
routes, known as Select 

Bus Service, were opened 
during Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s administra-
tion with a seventh due 
next spring. It will be the 
run from 125th Street in 
Manhattan to LaGuardia 
Airport.

“Thankfully, help 
is on its way,” said Paul 
Steely White, executive 

director of Transporta-
tion Alternatives, a transit 
advocacy group. “Mayor-
elect Bill de Blasio has 
pledged to build a rapid 
network of buses with the 
goal of greatly improving 
transit in the boroughs 
outside Manhattan’s cen-
tral business district.”

Continued from Page 5 

Gun

Continued from Page 5 

Pokey

was paid for by New York 
City. The last previous ex-
tension of the subway that 
was financed by the city 
opened in December 1950, 
when the Queens Boule-
vard line was extended to 
Jamaica-179th Street.

Construction of the 
No. 7 extension began in 
December 2007.

For the No. 7 exten-
sion, tunnel boring ma-
chines burrowed 9,285 feet 
from 11th Avenue and 26th 
Street to Times Square. 
Tunneling between 34th 
Street and Times Square 
presented unique chal-
lenges, as the subway will 
run under the Eighth Av-
enue subway, Amtrak and 
New Jersey Transit tun-
nels as well as tunnels to 
the former New York Cen-
tral Railroad, the Lincoln 

Tunnel and the Port Au-
thority Bus Terminal.

In January 2005, 
the City Council over-
whelmingly approved the 
Bloomberg administra-
tion’s plan for rezoning 
the far West Side. The 
rezoning allows for more 
than 40 million square 
feet of mixed-use develop-
ment, including 24 mil-
lion square feet of Class 
A office development and 
13,500 new apartments.

Continued from Page 10 

No. 7

and Charlotte Russe.”
Giordano said he 

thought stores for younger 

adults may serve the com-
munity well along with 
entertainment and recre-
ational businesses to fill the 
void left by the now-defunct 
Woodhaven Lanes.

Several residents ex-

pressed concerns about the 
mall choking traffic near 
Cooper Avenue and 83rd 
Street on the Glendale Civ-
ic Association’s Facebook 
page.

Schuckman Realty Inc. has published a brochure outlining plans for a 350,000-square-foot shopping 
center near The Shops at Atlas Park in Glendale. Photo courtesy Schuckman Realty

Continued from Page 10 

Glendale
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Bridal fashion
BRIDAL STYLE BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U in Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com
Brides hoping to add a bit of flair to their outfit need to 
look no further than Bridal Styles. Its showroom has an 
unmatched selection of unique headpieces, veils, and jewelry.

SPOSABELLA COUTURE 
69A 7th Ave. in Brooklyn,  (718) 789–8700,  
www.sposabellacouture.com
This full-service bridal shop has just about everything a bride 
needs like veils, headpieces, flower girl dresses, and a wide 
array of designer gowns.

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com
It has a wide selection of designer gowns and shoes. This 
Bay Ridge dress shop will work with any bride, regardless of 
budget, to find the perfect dress.

Catering & venues
ALLEGRIA HOTEL 
80 W Broadway in Long Beach, (516) 889–1300, 
www.allegriahotel.com 
Allegria Horel, is a chic and sophisticated wedding venue 
in Long Beach with breathtaking ocean views. Its great for 
rooftop or beachfront weddings.

BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St. in Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com
This distinctive catering hall is located in the heart of Bay 
Ridge and can accommodate anywhere from 40 to 250 
guests in its two banquet rooms.

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865, 
www.casapepe.com
Casa Pepe, a Mexican and Spanish restaurant that New York 
Magazine describes as an “elegant restaurant, with garden 
dining in fine weather and a fireplace to warm up the gray 
days of winter” is a great place for a wedding or rehearsal.

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 
Giacomo’s offers authentic Italian cuisine prepared by 
its renowned chefs. Its party room, that has a friendly 
atmosphere, is the perfect place for your bridal shower or 
rehearsal dinner. It offers off-premises catering as well. 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 252–4614
Glen Terrae has been serving Brooklyn for over 50 years 
and offers unique catering options at affordable prices 
for wedding banquets and other special occasions. It also 
features a brand new Caribbean menu.

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8200, 
greenhousecafe.com
Greenhouse Cafe offers a blend of traditions and modern 
food trends and is located in the heart of Bay Ridge. It 
has a full-sized bar and three dining rooms which include 
a beautiful atrium and outdoor dining area. It is ready to 
accommodate your boutique wedding, bridal shower, or 
rehearsal dinner. Valet parking is also available. 

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494, 
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com
Il Fornetto is the only restaurant in Sheepshead Bay with a 
waterfront view. Its banquet hall and authentic Italian cuisine 
is the perfect setting for your wedding reception.

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave. in Brooklyn,  (718) 788–0777, 
www.grandprospecthall.com
Grand Prospect Hall offers a wide variety of traditional 
wedding accommodations. It ensures the highest level of 
service to make your special day like a fairy tale.

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave. in Staten Island,  
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
This new and improved Staten Island venue, which was formerly 
the South Shore Country Club, can provide the perfect and elegant 
backdrop for your reception. It has prime dates still available.

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course at  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com
These two historic venues, each situated on a beautiful golf course, 
can provide the perfect backdrop for your wedding reception.

REBAR 
147 Front St. in Brooklyn, (718) 766–9110,  
www.rebarnyc.com
Rebar, located in the heart of DUMBO, is a gastropub that 
promises to give you a unique “Brooklyn style” wedding that 
is truly an unforgettable experience. 

SIRICO’S  
8015-23 13th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net
Sirico’s offers elegantly modern accommodations, with the 
care and service that comes from being family-owned and 
operated business for over 85 years.

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH 
BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd. in Staten Island,  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
The Vanderbilt boasts both a luxurious banquet hall and 
magnificent outdoor oceanfront space. It can provide the 
highest quality of service, regardless of your preference.

VILLA RUSSO 
118-16 101st Ave in Queens, (718) 849–0990,  
www.villarussocatering.com
Celebrate your wedding while experiencing the true radiance of 
this elegant Italian style villa that is nestled in the heart of Queens.

Entertainment
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
(718) 974–3214,  
www.facebook.com/360Entertainment,  
hree60djs@aol.com 
360 Entertainment is a DJ and event-planning company for 
all types of events and affairs. It has monthly discounts so 
follow the company on Facebook.

THE AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716–0556, www.bottledancers.com
The Amazing Bottle Dancers’ thrilling 20-minute program is a 
great addition to your wedding reception. 

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath 
Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com
This full service wedding DJ has combined the latest 
technology in music, lighting, and entertainment to make for 
an unforgettable wedding reception.

Event planning
ERRAND BOY’S EXPRESS 
(888) 418–6616 or (347) 946–9298,  
www.ErrandBoysExpress.com
This full-service event planning company offers 24/7 
assistance with lifestyle management , personal assistant, 
concierge, and errand services. It provides assistance for your 
special event or party.   

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com
Thirteenth Avenue Florist is fully equipped and can make 
your wedding day a memorable occasion. It is located in 
Dyker Heights and offers cutting-edge designs and a variety 
of signature wedding packages. 

FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com
Floral Fantasy is an instructor for Brooklyn’s Botanic Gardens 
and has your entire wedding celebration covered with 
bouquets, floral arrangements, and decorations fitting any 
budget.

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com
This company has proudly been serving the tri-state area for 
over 75 years with service, floral designs for different tastes, 
and budget-friendly wedding and reception packages.

MARINE FLORIST AND 
DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or 
(718) 338–3600, www.marineflorists.com
This 100-year-old family-owned and operated florist has your 
ceremony and reception covered on the day of your wedding

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY LTD. 
89-02 165th St., Ste. B1 in Jamaica, (718) 526–4613, 
www.bennysjewelryllc.com
Benny’s Jewelry, LTD sets the standard in fine diamond watch 
making. Twenty years of creating some of the most unique 
jewelry has given it a unique perspective on the pulse of its 
clientele. 

CHIARIELLO JEWELERS 
1135 Morris Park Ave. in the Bronx, (718) 823–0495, 
www.chiariellojewelers.com
Chiariello Jewelers has been a family owned and operated 
business since 1988. It is a full-service jewelry store and 
offers comprehensive and detailed advice at any time. 

TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305, 
www.tivolijewelers.com
Offering a wide variety of unique brands that cannot be 
found anywhere else, Tivoli Jeweler offers the highest quality 
of product while still remaining affordable.

Limousine services
A-CLASS LIMOUSINE 
(800) 760–7125, www.aclasslimousine.com
New York and New Jersey’s #1 limousine specialist has 
wedding packages to meet your budget. Call for a free price 
quote.

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com
Mila is about providing the best service possible to ensure 
the utmost satisfaction by servicing the tri-state area with 
their selection of luxury and exotic vehicles.

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy. in Wantagh, (516) 221–3040, 
www.rjlimos.com
RJ’s will beat the price of any legitimate competitor by 
offering one of the largest selections of new and exotic cars 
on the East Coast with the utmost professional service,

Photography & video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–0949, 
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
Fantasy Photography has over 30 years experience in the 
Metropolitan area and specializes in photo and video 
services for all types of weddings.

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St. in South Richmond Hill,  
(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  
www.glamourmestudio.com
Glamour Me offers one of the best wedding photo and video 
services in New York. It has packages for any budget, with a 
price and quality money-back guarantee.

JOURDAN LEON PHOTOGRAPHY 
(718) 529–4303, jourdanphotovideo.com
Jourdan Leon Photography specializes in wedding and event 
photography and video. It has been in business for t20 years 
and serves the five boroughs of New York.

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St. in Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320, 
www.onefinedayphotographers.com
This company offers award-winning photography and video 
packages and competitive pricing that can match any budget.

Salons
PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 748–7411,  
www.piloarts.com
This award winning Bay Ridge salon has been serving 
the New York area with exceptional style and service 
for 35 years. It was voted “Top five color salons” in the 
Metropolitan area and has been a choice wedding day-hair-
an- make-up destination.

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (347) 497–5720, 
salonmalave.com 
Salon Malave is owned by master hairstylist Mary K. Berlingeri-
Malave and is home to a special team of experienced and 
dedicated professionals who work tirelessly to pamper and 
indulge their clients. It offers numerous bridal services. 

Services
THE CAMBRIA FAMILY DENTAL 
CENTER 
22802 Linden Blvd. in Queens, (718) 528–8592, 
www.cambriafamilydental.com
Cambria Family Dental Center is dedicated to providing the 
entire family with outstanding preventive and restorative 
dental healthcare. It can give you a perfect smile for your 
big day.

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com
Your smile is Joseph Lichter’s top priority. His entire team is 
dedicated to providing you with the personalized, gentle care 
that you deserve. 

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com
If you teeth have chips, gaps, or just need whitening, Omni 
Dental can solve many issues with minimal visits so your 
smile can be perfect for your wedding day. Call now for a 
free consultation.

Wedding expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com
Bosco’s Wedding Expo puts on bridal shows in the New York 
and Connecticut areas. Visit it’s website to see the remaining 
2013 show dates, and special offers.

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com
Bridal Affair hosts free bridal shows through November 
and across all the boroughs. It features runway shows and 
a variety of vendors. See its website for reservations and 
additional details.

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
Great Bridal Extravaganza knows that your wedding day 
is something special and it wants your help you make your 
dreams come true. Attend a Great Bridal Extravaganza bridal 
show and enter the world of weddings and meet local and 
national bridal professionals like florists, wedding planners, 
caterers, and DJs.

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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BTHAPPY NEW YEAR
FR A N N Y LE W

WI NE & L IQUOR

LARGEST 
SELECTION OF 

WINE & SPRINTS
IN QUEENS

ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase 

of $100 or More
NOW THROUGH JANUARY 5, 2014

EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

15% OFF
All Champagne and 

Sparkling Wines
NOW THROUGH JANUARY 5, 2014

EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More

6 Bottles
or More

12 Bottles
or More

NOW THROUGH JANUARY 5, 2014
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

W
IN

E
 SA

L
E

SALE
SALE

JOHNNIE WALKER
BLUE

SVEDKA 
VODKA

STOLI 
VODKA

BLACKSTONE 
MERLOT

MARTINI & ROSSI 
ASTI

OBAN 14 YR. LAGAVULIN 16 YR.

BAREFOOT WINE 
ALL TYPES

ZACCAGNINI
MONTEPULCIANO

JOHNNIE WALKER
RED

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

ROBERT MONDAVI 
PRIVATE SELECTION 

CABERNET

SILVER OAK 
ALEXANDER VALLEY

MARK WEST 
PINOT NOIR

CUPCAKE WINE 
ALL TYPES

MOET 
IMPERIAL CHAMPAGNE

LOUIS MARTINI 
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

JOHNNIE WALKER 
DOUBLE BLACK

$159.99
750 ML.

1.75 LTR. 1.75 LTR.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML. 750 ML.

1.5 LTR.

750 ML.

1.75 LTR.

750 ML. 750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

$17.99 $27.99

$7.99

$10.99

$55.99 $59.99

$9.99

2 FOR $19.99

$31.99

REMY MARTIN 
XO

750 ML.

$119.99

APOTHIC 
RED

750 ML.

$7.99

$8.99 $8.99

$49.99

$7.99

$8.99

$36.99

$10.49

$36.99

ROCK BOTTOM
LOWEST PRICESIN TOWN!

TEMPERATURE

CONTROLLED

WINE ROOM
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Most Insurance & Union Plans Accepted

Eye Exam & 
2 Boxes 
Colored 
Contacts 

$99$59
DISPOSABLE CONTACTS 

Include: EYE EXAM, 
2 BOXES OF LENSES

USE YOUR 
FLEXIBLE SPENDING 

WITH US
GIFT CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

DOCTOR 
AVAILABLE 

7 DAYS A WEEK
www.cohensfashionoptical.com

BAY TERRACE SHOPPING CENTER
211-51 26th Avenue, Bayside

718-631-3699

$59
2 pairs of Eyeglasses 

Includes: EYE EXAM, 2 BOXES OF LENSES, 

FRAMES & LENSES 

$100 OFF 
PRESCRIPTION GLASSES 
PLUS FREE DESIGNER

SUNGLASSES FROM 
SELECT GROUP 

All Clearance Items Are Final.
Some Restrictions Apply. See Store For Details. 

In Stock Items Only. Offer ends 12/31/13 BT

Some Restrictions Apply. See Store For Details. 
In Stock Items Only. Offer ends 12/31/13 BT

DESIGNER SUNGLASSES 
STARTING AT

$49.00

Select frames with clear plastic, single vision lenses +/-4 sph,2 cyt

Not valid with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. must 

present prior to purchase. Offer valid at this location only. Some 

restrictions apply. See Store for Details. Offer ends 12/31/13 BT

Select colors to choose from . In-Stock items 
only. See Store for details. 
Offer ends 12/31/13 BT

NO-LINE 
BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES 
Includes: Eye Exam, No-Line 

Bifocal Lenses & Frame
Select frames with clear plastic single version lenses 
+/-4 sph, 2 cyt. Up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to 

purchase. Offer valid at this location only. 
Offer ends 12/31/13 BT

$59

Contact Lenses fi tting additional, Clear soft 
contacts. Brand clearspherical lenses. Not 
valid with any other offers, sales, vision plans 
or packages. Must present, prior to purchase. 
Offer ends 12/31/13   BT set this code in every 
box offer on ad. Other changes on attached BT

WE ARE 
A GVS & DAVIS 

VISION PROVIDER


