
Your Neighborhood — Your News®Dec. 29, 2013

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Although James McNaugh-
ton was the first NYPD officer 
killed in the Iraq war, the Middle 

Village resident’s gun continues 
to fight city crime.

Police Commissioner Ray-
mond Kelly entrusted the late 
U.S. Army Reserve staff ser-

geant’s weapon to one of his fam-
ily friends, Frank Dello Iacono, 
while distributing shields and 
guns to NYPD recruits Dec. 16.

Dello Iacono said he hopes 

the weapon will help him bring 
pride to the McNaughton family 
after he graduates from the Police 
Academy Dec. 27.

“I was honored to be even 
thought of to receive that,” Dello 
Iacono, 25, said. “It was a very mo-
mentous occasion for me.”

Christopher McNaughton, 
James “Jimmy” McNaughton’s 
father, said he has been passing 
the firearm around as a way to 
commemorate his son, who was 
killed by a sniper while training 
an Iraqi officer in a tower Aug. 2, 
2005.

The elder McNaughton, a re-
tired police officer, initially gave 
the gun to a man his son befriend-
ed while in the 306th Military 
Police Battalion. He said his son’s 
comrade returned the gun when 
he was deployed to Iraq again.

McNaughton then asked a 
fellow NYPD retiree, former Sgt. 
Robert Dello Iacono, whether his 
son, Frank Dello Iacono, would be 
interested in using the gun once 
he joined the NYPD.

The Dello Iaconos eagerly ac-
cepted the offer.

McNaughton said the weap-

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Queens was on pace to see a 
significant drop in murders this 
year, preliminary data showed, 
making 2013 by far the safest 
year in the borough during the 
Bloomberg administration.

The borough had recorded 
just 56 murders by the middle of 
December, down 32 percent from 
last year’s total of 83, according 
to NYPD crime statistics. The fig-
ures are preliminary and subject 
to change if certain cases are re-
classified.

If the trend holds up, 2013 
would be the least-deadliest 
year in outgoing Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s 12 years in City 
Hall.

The previous record was set 
in 2007 when Queens recorded 72 
murders, according to the Police 
Department’s historical data. It 
should be noted that the historical 
data combines both murders and 
manslaughters  in the same cat-
egory, whereas the weekly crime 
reports show only murders.

Historically, Queens’ most 

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Michael Bloomberg made what will 
likely be his final speech in Queens before leav-
ing office Dec. 31.

He told a library full of students at Bard High 
School Early College Queens that they are some of 
the luckiest kids in the world. The central theme 

Mayor touts education gains 
in speech at Bard HS in LIC BY ALEX ROBINSON

Flushing’s New York 
Hospital Queens has be-
come the city’s second hos-
pital to install a cutting-
edge, drug-dispensing 
robot in its pharmacy.

The robot, which can 
be operated remotely by a 
pharmacist, is an automat-

ed system that stores and 
distributes doses of medi-
cation, making the whole 
process of getting drugs to 
a patient more efficient.

“Years ago, I used to 
sort medication with a spat-
ula. Technology is amaz-
ing,” said Alex Melchert, 
director of the hospital’s 
pharmacy.

The robot was designed 
to check  the medication 
and dosage twice before 
sending it out to patients. 
This will greatly reduce 
the risks of potential medi-
cation errors, as it eradi-
cates any human error that 
may have occurred in the 
past, Melchert said. It will 

A robot that dispenses medication 
to patients sits in New York Hospital 
Queens’ new state-of-the-art pharmacy. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Murders drop
across Queens
in full year ‘13

Fallen sergeant’s gun fi ghts on
NYPD recruit given weapon used by force’s Middle Village offi cer killed in Iraq
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New NYHQ robot sorts pills
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COOL PUPS

Seth Glanzman  is nibbled by one of eight tiny puppies brought to Queens College for finals week to help students 
relax. See story on Page 4. Photo by Christina Santucci



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
DE

C. 
29

, 2
01

3
2

Family Owned & Operated Since 1979

& Brighton Accessories & Handbags

WINTER SALE

SAVE 20%-60% 
on most boots, seasonal & select shoes in stock

Reg. $210
$149.95

All Sabrinas 

30%–50%
OFF

Reg. $155
$69.95

All Bussola Boots 
30% OFF

FREE 
PRIVATE 
PARKING

Cannot combine with other offers. Special orders not included.

Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.  Thurs. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.  Sun. noon–5 p.m.  Closed Mon.

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The new developers 
of Flushing’s RKO Keith’s 
Theatre will not deviate 
from old plans to develop 
the site into a 17-story 
mixed use complex, but 
might consider building 
condos rather than rental 
units, the developer’s rep-
resentative said.

“The real important 
thing for the community 
to know is they bought the 
plans and they are adher-
ing to existing approvals by 
the community and city,” 
Michael Nussbaum said. 
“They aren’t asking for any 
additional changes and are 
committed to restoring the 
landmarked lobby.”

The landmarked the-
ater, which has sat vacant, 
at 135-35 Northern Blvd., 
for 25 years, was sold to de-
veloper JK Equities, head-
ed by Jerry Karlik, for $30 
million last week.

The site’s previous 
owner, Patrick Thompson, 
bought the property for $20 
million in 2010 and planned 
to build 357 rental units, 
17,000 square feet of retail 
space and a seniors com-
munity facility.

Nussbaum said Karlik 
might consider construct-
ing condos as he believes 
the market in Flushing has 
turned to make them more 
viable than they were five 
years ago.

“Things have changed 
in terms of the economy 
as well as in potential for 
plans in Flushing,” Nuss-
baum said. “When Patrick 
first brought his project, 
the economy was still down 
in the dumps. There was lit-
tle capital around for capi-
tal construction. People 
had to sit around and wait 
until now.”

Karlik has been in the 
real estate industry since 
1982 and over the last 12 
years his companies have 
been involved in restor-
ing obsolete buildings in 

Chicago into retail and 
residential space. In Sep-
tember, JK Equities bought 
a 120-year-old building in 
downtown Baltimore with 
the intention of developing 

it into 180 rental units and 
26,000 square feet of retail 
space.

Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) heralded 
the announcement of the 
theater’s sale as a positive 
step.

“I am happy that new 
developers are in place and 
we appear to be moving for-
ward. This plan will make 
downtown Flushing more 
attractive and transform 
this eyesore into something 
the community needs,” Koo 
said. “We have been prom-
ised action at this site be-
fore and have been let down 
in the past, but I am cau-
tiously optimistic that prog-
ress can finally be made. I 
will work with the develop-

ers and my community to 
make sure the needs of all 
are properly balanced.”

The historic movie the-
ater, which opened in 1928, 
was closed and sold to no-
torious developer Thomas 
Huang in 1986. Huang was 
convicted of damaging the 
property and spilling thou-
sands of gallons in the the-
ater’s basement in 1999. He 
was sentenced to five years’ 
probation and ordered to 
pay a $5,000 fine.

The theater has since 
has passed through vari-
ous developers’ hands.

Jerry Rotondi, presi-
dent of the Committee to 
Save the RKO Keith’s The-
atre of Flushing, met the 
announcement of the the-
ater’s sale with cautious 
optimism..

“We’ll see what tran-
spires. I’ll believe good 
when I see it. At this point 
the community deserves 
something,” said Rotondi, 
who has been fighting to 
restore the theater since 
the 1980s. “Ideally it would 
have been nice to have a 
working performing arts 
center, but a glass half-full 
is better than nothing.'

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

The inside of the once-grand RKO Keith’s Theatre in Flushing sits 
vacant. Photo courtesy Building Conversation Associates

RKO Keith’s Theatre sold
to developer for $30 million

This plan will 
transform this 
eyesore into 

something the 
community needs.

Councilman Peter Koo
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
When Borough Presi-

dent Helen Marshall steps 
down at the end of the 
month, she will cap off a ca-
reer in public service span-
ning decades.

“I’ve held office before, 
but not this big,” said Mar-
shall, 84, who was first elect-
ed to the state Assembly in 
1983 and spent a decade on 
the City Council before her 
12-year run as the chief ex-
ecutive of the nation’s most 
diverse county.

Marshall, Queens’ 
first black borough presi-
dent, will be term-limited 
out of office Dec. 31.

“I never thought I’d 
end up being here, being 
the borough president, ” 
she said recently during an 
interview at her offices in 
Borough Hall.

During her years as 
a lawmaker, Marshall 
said she enjoyed getting 
her hands into the work 
of crafting legislation, but 
under the limited powers of 
the borough president’s of-
fice she took a more aggres-
sive approach to getting 
things done.

“When Helen was com-
ing into office, she had a list 
of priorities, and we loving-
ly dubbed it the Marshall 
Plan for Queens,” Chief of 
Staff Alexandra Rosa said.

Her top staffers spoke 
about Marshall’s legacy at 
a roundtable discussion 
organized for TimesLedger 
Newspapers in November.

Rosa said Marshall set 
up the War Room, a hold-
over from the administra-
tion of previous Borough 
President Claire Shulman, 
where she and her staff 
developed strategy on how 
to address overcrowded 
schools, and the Green 
Room for working on issues 
involving parks and open 
space.

There were also the 
Queens General Assem-
bly and Borough Hall’s 
Immigration Task Force, 
two bodies Marshall estab-

lished so that representa-
tives from Queens’ immi-
grant communities would 
have outlets where they 
could hash out their issues.

“I made a list of what I 
thought I ought to do when I 
first came here,” Marshall 
said. “And first thing, this 
is the most ethnic county 

in the whole United States 
of America, and so I said 
we got to bring these people 
together.”

Those in Marshall’s 
inner circle said her office 
faced challenges right away 
with the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks. On top of coping 
with the loss of lives, the 
borough entered an era 
when the city was slashing 
budgets.

“Many of the invest-
ments that were on the table 
and included in the budget 
from the previous adminis-
tration both in the mayor’s 
office and allocations from 
Claire Shulman— the capi-
tal budget was decimated. 
Those projects disap-
peared,” said Carol Ricci, 
director of administration 

and expense budget.
Projects such as the 

reclamation of downtown 
Jamaica’s First Reformed 
Dutch Church build-
ing as the new home of 
the Jamaica Center for 
the Performing Arts and 
the construction of an 
110,000-square-foot indoor 
pool at Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park came to a halt 
when the funding dried up.

“So what happened is 
we had to wind up filling 
a number of the voids that 
weren’t anticipated,” she 
added.

Marshall’s team said 
that beyond funding proj-
ects the borough president 
did a lot behind the scenes 
to shape how they came 
out.

The Willets Point proj-
ect was the first to include 
a participation program 
for minority- and women-
owned businesses in its re-
quest for proposal, and she 
worked to get the afford-
able housing that is nearly 
complete at the Macedonia 
Church while developers 
are still waiting to break 
ground on the Flushing 
Commons project at Mu-
nicipal Lot 1.

“What’s interesting, 
it’s one of the few develop-
ments you’ll see where the 
benefits for the community 
came before the actual de-
velopment itself,” Deputy 
Borough President Barry 
Grodenchik observed.

Before her life in pub-

A look back at 12 years in offi ce
Queens Borough President Helen Marshall embraced immigrants while supporting libraries, schools

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) is joined by Helen Marshall, fellow politicians and Queens Museum 
board members to cut the ribbon on the museum’s new expansion in October 2013.

Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott (l.) joins Queens 
Borough President Helen Marshall in 2003. 

Photo courtesy Dominick Totino Photography

Continued on Page 14
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FREE TRIAL WORKOUT

Body By Berle
Personal Training Center

Since 1986

GRAND OPENING 

GIVE  
GIFT 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

(718) 264–8787    

 Private atmosphere 
 No membership fee 
 By appointment only  
 One-on-One full body workout
 Maximize Fitness - Minimize Time NEW CLIENTS ONLY

$30per
session

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Queens College stu-
dents found the perfect re-
lief for exam period stress 
this year: puppies.

The school’s student 
association organized a 
puppy room in the Rosen-
thal Library, where stu-
dents busy at work could 
take a break to play with 
some furry friends.

“We did some research 
and found that animal 
therapy is a proven way 
to reduce stress. We heard 
about a school in Dallas 
that did this last year. So 
we said, ‘Why not bring it 
to Queens College?’” said 
Matthew Louie, president 
of the school’s student as-
sociation.

Louie contracted 
Puppy Parties, a Brooklyn-
based pet store, to bring 

six puppies and two fully 
grown dogs to the school. It 
cost the student association 

$800 for nine hours with the 
puppies split across three 
days. This included food 

for the dogs as well as two 
people to staff the event.

Dozens of students 

lined up at a time to get 
their puppy fix.

“These puppies do 
not live off food. They live 
off petting and love. They 
won’t live till the end of the 
day if you don’t pet them,” 
the store’s owner David Di-
etz told students, who need-
ed little encouragement.

“This is the best idea. 
It takes your mind off ev-
erything else but puppies,” 
said Maggie Murphy, a 
grad student at Queens Col-
lege. “It’s the most brilliant 
therapy method I’ve ever 
heard of.”

More than 40 students 
filed through the room in 
each 15-minute session. 
Students were allowed to 
return as long as they wait-
ed in line again.

“How could you not 
love this?” said Kamran 
Keypour, a freshman who 

had returned for a second 
dose of puppies. “I want to 
take the pomeranian home. 
It’s adorable.”

Dietz has owned his 
pet store for 40 years and 
started Puppy Parties sev-
en years ago.

“They’re better than 
clowns, magicians or face 
painting. All the kids 
want puppy parties. It’s 
also great for the puppies 
because they find homes 
faster,” he said.

The puppies’ ages 
ranged from nine weeks to 
four months. Among them 
were terriers and a Pomer-
anian as well as a 14-year-
old golden retriever named 
Jimmy.

The event was not lim-
ited to students as faculty 
members and campus po-
lice showed up to take in 
the puppies.

Seth Glanzman (l.) and Lauren Calamia take part in an activity where puppies are let loose on top of 
them for more than 30 seconds. See more photos on Page 16. Photo by Christina Santucci

Playful puppies soothe anxious exam takers
Students at Queens College work off stress by playing with canine friends in library on campus
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11-01 43rd Ave., LIC, NY 11101
Phone: 212-319-7000
Email: events@zhotelny.com
WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE SPECIAL

$125*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight 
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format
$39.95* * for open bar only

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE COUPLES PACKAGE

$545*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format

PRIORITY SEATING FOR BOTTLE SERVICE
Please contact Z NYC Hotel for pricing 

After midnight, admission will be $30 per person.
Cocktail Attire is required! No jeans or sneakers. Dress code will be enforced.

*plus tax and service per person

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

 BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The No. 7 subway ex-
tension will not be ready 
for the straphanging mul-
titudes until June, but the 
MTA made an exception 
Friday for the man who 
championed the whole 
idea and shepherded it to 
fruition.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, along with 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority officials 
and other dignitaries, 
took an exclusive ride to 
a new destination in New 
York City’s transit history 
— 34th Street and 11th Av-
enue — in an early celebra-
tion of the No. 7 extension, 
which still ends its trips at 
Times Square.

The far West Side, 
some of the last undevel-
oped area in Manhattan, 
has been tagged by devel-
opers for big things.

“Today’s historic ride 
is yet another symbol of 
how New York is a become 
a place where big projects 
can get done,” Bloomberg 
said. “This project is the 
linchpin of an ambitious, 
transit-oriented, mixed 
use development that is al-
ready transforming Man-
hattan’s far West Side, 
and it demonstrates our 
administration’s commit-
ment over the past 12 years 
to invest in infrastructure 
that will allow our city to 
grow.”

The $2.4 billion project 

was paid for by New York 
City. The last previous ex-
tension of the subway that 
was financed by the city 
opened in December 1950, 
when the Queens Boule-
vard line was extended to 
Jamaica-179th Street.

Construction of the 
No. 7 extension began in 
December 2007.

For the No. 7 exten-
sion, tunnel boring ma-
chines burrowed 9,285 feet 
from 11th Avenue and 26th 
Street to Times Square. 
Tunneling between 34th 
Street and Times Square 
presented unique chal-
lenges, as the subway will 
run under the Eighth Av-
enue subway, Amtrak and 
New Jersey Transit tun-
nels as well as tunnels to 

the former New York Cen-
tral Railroad, the Lincoln 
Tunnel and the Port Au-
thority Bus Terminal.

In January 2005, 
the City Council over-
whelmingly approved the 
Bloomberg administra-
tion’s plan for rezoning 
the far West Side. The 
rezoning allows for more 
than 40 million square 
feet of mixed-use develop-
ment, including 24 mil-
lion square feet of Class 
A office development and 
13,500 new apartments.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg, (c.) is joined by MTA officials and other 
leaders in taking the first ride on the extension of the No. 7 sub-
way line, terminating at the new subway station at 34th Street and 
Eleventh Avenue. Photo courtesy Bloomberg’s office

Bloomberg takes inaugural ride 
on 7 train extension to West Side
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The ex-con who mur-

dered his girlfriend’s son 
inside her Baisley Park 
Houses apartment two 
years ago and then opened 
fire on passengers inside a 
city bus was sentenced to 
nearly 100 years in prison 
last week, the borough’s top 
prosecutor said.

Authorities said Damel 
Burton, 34, shot 18-year-
old Keith Murell inside 
his mother’s apartment in 
December 2011 and then 
boarded a Q111 bus, where 
he fatally shot passenger 
Marvin Gilkes and injured 
another straphanger.

After a jury convicted 
Burton of the two murders 
and attempted murder ear-
lier this month, Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Rich-
ard Buchter sentenced him 
last week to 95 years to life 
in prison.

District Attorney 
Richard Brown said the 
“senseless violence” of Bur-
ton’s actions warranted the 

heavy term.
“The defendant’s ca-

pacity for causing sense-
less violence in such a short 
period of time can only be 
described as incompre-
hensible and as having no 
place in a civilized society,” 
he said. “His actions were 
both vicious and unpro-
voked. The sentence im-
posed by the court is more 
than justified in order to 
punish the defendant and 
forever protect society.”

Burton was living in 
South Jamaica’s Baisley 
Houses in 2011 after being 
released from a seven-year 
prison sentence on armed 
robbery charges.

At the time of his ar-
rest, police said he told in-
vestigators he thought he 
was being followed “by peo-
ple who were out to get him. 
People that he doesn’t know 
but those people know the 
victims of the people he has 
robbed. People have been 
trying to get him wherever 
he goes.”

BY BILL PARRY
 
Urban Upbound, a 

Long Island City-based 
nonprofit development 
corporation, will receive a 
$100,000 grant from the city 
Department of Small Busi-
ness Services.

The group formerly 
known as East River Devel-
opment Alliance is one of 
six winners in the citywide 
Neighborhood Challenge, 
and it will help assist the 
3,000 residents of the As-
toria Houses with employ-
ment and financial and 
community resources.

Launched in Septem-
ber 2013, the Neighborhood 
Challenge is a competitive 
grant initiative designed 
to encourage business im-
provement districts, local 
development corporations 
and merchants associations 
to find innovative ways to 
improve services, generate 
economic activity and at-
tract more jobs and invest-
ment to their districts.

“BIDs throughout the 
five boroughs have helped 
strengthen and revitalize 
neighborhoods,” Deputy 
Mayor Robert Steel said. 
“The winners of Neighbor-
hood Challenge have pro-
posed innovative programs 
and I look forward to see-
ing the difference they will 
make along their commer-
cial corridors.”

Small Business Ser-
vices Commissioner Robert 

Walsh said, “The Neighbor-
hood Challenge program 
encourages these organiza-
tions to keep up the momen-
tum with innovative and 
creative projects.”

 Bishop Mitchell Tay-
lor, the Urban Upbound 
executive director accepted 
the award. His organization 
will use the grant money to 
launch new businesses and 
employ residents of the As-
toria Houses. It also plans 
to identify local entrepre-

neurs and capital investors 
to help launch new locally-
grown business.

The winners were se-
lected by a committee made 
up of business experts, 
including Maria Torres-
Springer, the co-founder 
and chief operating officer 
of Friends of the Highline.

In 2012, the city 
launched BID Challenge 
and received 37 project 
proposals from the 68 BIDs 
around the five boroughs. 

Seven won grants of $75,000 
for projects like storefront 
improvements, plaza ac-
tivations and public art 
installations. Neighbor-
hood Challenge expanded 
this year to include larger 
grants and local develop-
ment organizations.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538. Damel Burton is sentenced to 95 years to life in prison for a shoot-

ing rampage in South Jamaica in 2011. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Urban Upbound Executive Director Bishop Mitchell Taylor accepts the $100,000 grant from the 
Department of Small Business Services. Photo courtesy of SBS

Q111 bus murderer 
gets 95 years in jail

LIC group sows small biz
Urban Upbound to help Astoria Houses residents build companies
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Dr Paul Im, D.D.S
specializing in dental implants

252-20 Northern Blvd., Suite 200, Little Neck, NY 11362 718-224-9453

“Premium care with a gentle touch” 

Autumn specials 
Implant Full Package

Autumn Special 25% Off 
Complete Exam, X-ray, and
Scaling only $80 for new
non-insured patients

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Major League Soccer 
seems to have dropped its 
bid to build a stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park and has set its sights 
on the Bronx.

Earlier this year, the 
community gave a cold re-
ception to MLS’s plans for 
a 25,000-seat stadium on 
13 acres of parkland. Now 
that the New York Yankees 
and an Abu Dhabi Sheik 
have purchased a soccer 
team franchise and begun 
negotiations for a stadium 
just south of the Yankees’ 
Bronx facility, the Flushing 
Meadows proposal seems to 
have stalled into a moot en-
deavor.

Megan Montalvo, 
communications director 
for City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), said her office 
has not heard from MLS of-
ficials or the owners of the 
new team — the New York 

City Football Club — for 
months.

“They have not been 
communicating with us. 
It’s pretty much they know 
they’re going to the Bronx,” 
Montalvo said.

MLS, the city Parks 
Department and Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s office 
did not respond to requests 
for comment.

But John DeSio, com-
munications director for 
Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., described 
plans across the Harlem 
River as “very serious.”

“There was a proposal 
put forward,” DeSio said, 
noting that Diaz does not 
have an opinion on the mat-
ter yet. “The borough presi-
dent, right now, is having 
meetings with different 
groups of people to see what 
they think.”

The migration of the 
proposed stadium has 
pleased park advocates, 
who were outraged that 

a private sports venture 
could cut into greenspace.

Geoffrey Croft, presi-

dent of New York City Park 
Advocates, said the orga-
nization’s sources in City 

Hall called the Flushing 
Meadows plan dead this 
spring.

“We’re confident and 
it’s obviously the sensible 
thing to do,” Croft said.

He noted that Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
has been shrinking at the 
expense of commercial ven-
ture such as Shea Stadium 
and the United States Ten-
nis Association.

“It’s like the Parks De-
partment is free land for ev-
erybody. It’s absurd,” Croft 
said. “It wasn’t wanted. It 
wasn’t needed.”

“It was an irresponsi-
ble project to begin with .... 
That park has very slowly 
but surely been eaten away 
by purely commercial busi-
nesses, including Shea Sta-
dium, and the USTA’s now 
expanding and they want 
to build the largest mall in 
the city in part of the park-
ing lot. So this would be yet 
another one.”

Will Sweeney said 

the Fairness Coalition of 
Queens, which monitors 
proposed design changes in 
and near Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, said the 
prior location was ill-con-
ceived.

“We’re hopeful that 
they’re not going to use 
parkland and that they’ve 
turned their attention away 
from Flushing Meadows,” 
he said.

It is unclear whether 
New York City Football 
Club will encounter green 
pastures in the Bronx.

Mayor-elect Bill de Bla-
sio has said he has concerns 
about tax breaks and other 
incentives included in the 
deal Bloomberg’s adminis-
tration has been hashing 
out with New York City 
Football Club officials.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Major League Soccer no longer seems to be pursuing 
plans for a stadium in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

Rendering courtesy MLS

MLS club eyes Bronx after clashes in Queens
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
FR A N N Y LE W

WI NE & L IQUOR

LARGEST 
SELECTION OF 

WINE & SPRINTS
IN QUEENS

ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase 

of $100 or More
NOW THROUGH JANUARY 5, 2014

EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

15% OFF
All Champagne and 

Sparkling Wines
NOW THROUGH JANUARY 5, 2014

EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More

6 Bottles
or More

12 Bottles
or More

NOW THROUGH JANUARY 5, 2014
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

W
IN

E
 SA

L
E

SALE
SALE

JOHNNIE WALKER
BLUE

SVEDKA 
VODKA

STOLI 
VODKA

BLACKSTONE 
MERLOT

MARTINI & ROSSI 
ASTI

OBAN 14 YR. LAGAVULIN 16 YR.

BAREFOOT WINE 
ALL TYPES

ZACCAGNINI
MONTEPULCIANO

JOHNNIE WALKER
RED

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

ROBERT MONDAVI 
PRIVATE SELECTION 

CABERNET

SILVER OAK 
ALEXANDER VALLEY

MARK WEST 
PINOT NOIR

CUPCAKE WINE 
ALL TYPES

MOET 
IMPERIAL CHAMPAGNE

LOUIS MARTINI 
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

JOHNNIE WALKER 
DOUBLE BLACK

$159.99
750 ML.

1.75 LTR. 1.75 LTR.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML. 750 ML.

1.5 LTR.

750 ML.

1.75 LTR.

750 ML. 750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

$17.99 $27.99

$7.99

$10.99

$55.99 $59.99

$9.99

2 FOR $19.99

$31.99

REMY MARTIN 
XO

750 ML.

$119.99

APOTHIC 
RED

750 ML.

$7.99

$8.99 $8.99

$49.99

$7.99

$8.99

$36.99

$10.49

$36.99

ROCK BOTTOM
LOWEST PRICESIN TOWN!

TEMPERATURE

CONTROLLED

WINE ROOM
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

BY BILL PARRY

In Long Island City, it 
is called the Battle of the 
Boathouses, a two-year-old 
court skirmish between 
the founder of the LIC Boat-
house and the group that 
wrested control of it.

Erik Baard stepped 
down as chairman of the 
boathouse in 2008 and has 
since been sued by mem-
bers of a smaller, affiliated 
boating group called the 
Gowanus Dredgers Canoe 
Club, which later assumed 
control of the boathouse. 
The affiliation with the 
nonprofit Dredgers began 
in 2004, allowing the LIC 
Boathouse to accept dona-
tions and purchase insur-
ance. Baard said the two 
groups were always sepa-
rate and distinct.

The Dredgers sued 
Baard for trademark in-
fringement, claiming Baard 
does not have the right to 
use the LIC Boathouse logo. 

He had used the logo on a 
Facebook page that dispar-
aged the Dredgers and the 
way they ran the boathouse 

at a former meat packing 
plant, at 46-01 5th St.

Brooklyn Federal 
Judge Pamela K. Chen 

denied the Dredgers’ mo-
tion for summary judg-
ment Dec.18.  Baard, who 
is representing himself in 

the case, said, “The judge 
found that the Dredgers 
can’t prove ownership of 
the LIC Boathouse, so they 
can’t keep me from using 
the logo. The judge also 
said she couldn’t find any 
trademark infringement.”

Baard believes it 
helped that he was better 
prepared than the Dredg-
ers, who are represented by 
a lawyer.

“I presented 87 ex-
hibits of evidence, even a 
video of Pete Seeger asking 
for donations for the boat-
house. They presented only 
four pieces of evidence and 
that seemed to annoy Judge 
Chen,” said Baard.

Representatives of the 
Gowanus Dredgers could 
not be reached for com-
ment.

 The case now moves to 
pretrial hearings in March, 
but Baard believes the hard 
part is over.

“If they can’t prove 
ownership to keep me from 

using the logo, I think it’s 
all but over,” he said.

Baard has since cre-
ated another boating club 
called HarborLab. The club 
offers programs in envi-
ronmental education, stew-
ardship and restoration. It 
operates at a launch site on 
Newtown Creek and many 
former LIC Boathouse 
members joined his club, 
dissatisfied with the way 
the Dredgers run the cur-
rent club.

Meanwhile, Baard has 
decided against counter-
suing.

“To use our resources 
in this stupid battle is point-
less,” he said, “I’ve chosen 
not to sue for defamation 
because I don’t want to 
spend the rest of my life in 
court. I want to be back on 
the water.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538

LIC boat houses bandy in court over ownership

HarborLab founder Erik Bard wins the latest decision in a lawsuit brought by a rival boathouse. 
Photo courtesy Erik Baard
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY BILL PARRY
 
Astoria’s newest gay 

bar opened last weekend, 
drawing large crowds and 
at least one celebrity.

Emmy Award-winning 
TV star Carson Kressley, of 
“Queer Eye for the Straight 
Guy” fame, was on hand for 
the debut of Static Lounge, 
at 28-43 Steinway St. The 
large nightclub replaces a 
straight sports bar called 
The Zone.

“There are several 
gay bars in Astoria, but 
this one is different,” said 
managing partner Andrew 
Tsaousis. “All the others 
are one-third the size, so 
there’s plenty of room for 
the ever-growing gay com-
munity to get together.”

The LGBT community 
in Astoria has exploded in 
recent years, according to 
gay rights activist Brendan 
Fay.

“Everyone got priced 
out of Manhattan, espe-
cially the West Village,” 
Fay said. “Word got out in 
the LGBT community that 
Astoria has a great reputa-
tion.”

An Astorian since 
1999, Fay points to a single 
event that put the neighbor-
hood on the map.

“There was a mar-
riage equality rally in So-
crates Park in July of 2009,” 
he said, and “2,500 people 
made it the largest rally in 
the city, and everyone saw 
the parks and the East Riv-
er but mainly they felt the 
neighborhood’s friendly, 
old-world vibe, the relaxed, 
accepting spirit.”

Robert Rygor, a spokes-
man for the AIDS coalition 
Act Up, grew up in Astoria, 
so the neighborhood was 
well-known to activists.

“Now the community 
is so large you see rainbow 
flags flying from so many 
apartments,” Fay said. 
“There were many gay peo-
ple already here, but they 
were invisible, preferring 

to keep their relationships 
private. Now they’re out 
because they’re more com-
fortable with the strength 
in numbers.”

Tsaousis is hoping 
those numbers turn up at 
Static Lounge.

“Not just the LGBT 
community, mind you,” he 
said. “I’m not crazy about 
labels. This place is inclu-
sive, open to everyone.”

The venue is fully 
renovated with different 
rooms available for private 
parties. There is a huge 
dance floor and stage for lo-
cal music acts.

“We’ll showcase local 
musicians,” Tsaousis said. 
“We benefit and they will 
benefit from the exposure.”

The nightclub will 
have programming as well, 
performing arts night, Gay 

Greek Night, business net-
working night and dance 
party night.

There is also a kitch-
en serving healthy finger 
foods with a Greek, Latin 
and Persian influence as 
well as burgers and wings.

Tsauousis spent most 
of his life in the bar and res-
taurant industry, starting 
as a bus boy. Static Lounge 
is his first time running a 
nightclub as an entrepre-
neur.

“I’m very excited about 
this place,” he said. “My 
motto is we’re all humans, 
and if everyone comes here 
with the right intentions, it 
can be a truly great place.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Astoria’s newest gay bar opens on Steinway Street. 
The big venue caters to the booming LGBT community. 

Photo courtesy Andrew Tsaousis

New bar caters to gay life
with nightclub in Astoria
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months

Ph
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A trio of Queens wom-

en were given the star treat-
ment by Oprah Winfrey’s 
magazine in recognition of 
the good works they do in 
their communities.

Marjorie Bibbons, An-
gelina Alvarez-Davis and 
Erica Ford were featured in 
December’s issue of O Mag-
azine in an article entitled 
“5 Gorgeous Makeovers — 
for Women Who Really De-
serve Them.”

“It’s nice to be appre-
ciated and it’s nice to be 
recognized for what I do,” 
said Bibbons a Queens vil-
lage resident who is hard 
at work preparing her non-
profit, Healing Hands Help-
ing Broken Hearts, to serve 
Christmas Day dinner to 
those in need.

“It’s nice that the word 
is out,” she added. “My 
thing is getting donations 

and passing stuff out to 
people in the community.”

The women were cel-
ebrated for going above and 
beyond to make a differ-
ence in their communities 
and spent two days being 
pampered for their photo 
shoots.

“A day of beauty — 
makeup, haircut and color, 
manicure, pedicure—is re-
storative. But a whole new 
beauty regimen can be rev-
olutionary. We sent these 
five women home with 
tools they can use to contin-
ue pampering themselves,” 
the magazine wrote.

One photo spread 
shows Bibbons, 48, wearing 
an apron and jeans in her 
kitchen and spreading holi-
day cheer. The next page 
shows her transformed 
with her hair and makeup 
done and draped in a one-
shoulder, green ABS by Al-
len Schwartz dress.

Bibbons said that while 
it was nice to be pampered 
for the day — she is back to 
her jeans and apron — the 
best part was the attention 
it brought to her cause.

“We’ve gotten a lot of 
coats and toys,” since the 
article ran, she said.

She will be serving 
dinner Christmas Day 
and handing out presents 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Bethesda Missionary Bap-
tist Church, at 179-09 Ja-
maica Ave.

Alvarez-Davis was 
referred to O Magazine 

by Baby Buggy, the char-
ity that provides her Head 
Start program in Far Rock-
away with essentials like 
diapers, cribs and ham-
pers.

The magazine high-
lighted her for her work 
helping to provide relief 

during Superstorm Sandy.
“After two days of 

them working on my hair 
and painting my nails, I 
was like, ‘Oh, my God! I feel 
like Dorothy in ‘The Wiz-
ard of Oz,’” said Alvarez-
Davis, a cancer survivor 
who runs her own support 
non-profit, Shootout Can-
cer, Inc., which uses sports 
to help raise funds for those 
battling the disease.

“People can help peo-
ple on a personal level,” 
she said. “You don’t have 
to wait for the big organiza-
tions.”

Ford, who heads the 
anti-violence initiative 
LIFE Camp, could not be 
reached for comment.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Erica Ford (l.) introduces Marjorie Bibbons at a party to celebrate Life Camp reaching its fund-raising 
goal earlier this month. Photo by Christina Santucci

O Magazine gives posh treatment to deserving boro women
Trio from Queens gets pampered for glossy spread celebrating commitment to helping less fortunate
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Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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dangerous police precincts 
have been in southeast 
Queens, with the 103rd, 
105th and 113th accounting 
for 41 percent of the killings 
across the borough’s 16 pre-
cincts from 2002 through 
2012.

South Jamaica’s 113th 
Precinct was the deadliest 
last year with 16 murders. 
That number is down 56 
percent this year to seven.

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica), 
whose district includes 
part of the 113th, said he at-
tributes the decline to the 
work a handful of anti-vio-
lence advocacy groups are 
doing on the ground and the 
leadership of the precinct’s 

commanding officer.
“Collectively, with the 

work we’ve done, people are 
being more responsive,” he 
said. “They trust us to turn 
in guns and offer tips.”

The 105th, which 
stretches along the Queens/
Nassau County border from 
Rosedale to Queens Vil-
lage, improved from eight 
murders in 2012 to three 
this year, a 62 percent drop. 
The 103rd, based in down-
town Jamaica, showed an 
improvement of 20 percent, 
down two murders from 
last year’s 10.

In the Rockaways, 
the 100th Precinct on the 
western end of the penin-
sula had registered three 
murders by the middle of 
December, up two from last 
year, and the 101st covering 
Far Rockaway had just two 

murders, down from a total 
of seven last year.

Northeast Queens’ 
three precincts have re-
corded just two murders so 
far in 2013, down from last 
year’s total of seven.

There have been no 
murders in Bayside’s 111th 
Precinct so far this year, 
compared to one at the 
end of 2012, and Flushing’s 
109th and Fresh Meadows’ 
107th precincts recorded 
one murder each through 
mid-December, down from 
a combined six last year.

Astoria’s 114th Pre-
cinct is on track for a 50 
percent decline and to the 
south Long Island City’s 
108th will have the same 
number of murders it did 
last year — four — if the 
trend holds up.

on was symbolic of his son, 
who began carrying a gun 
at 18, when he enlisted in 
the military straight out of 
high school.

“How I feel is that Jim-
my is out there on patrol,” 
McNaughton said. “My son 
is in the weapon.”

The military honor-
ably discharged the young-
er McNaughton after five 
years of service in 2001. He 
promptly signed up for the 
reserves.

“He got out July 1 and 
July 2 he was at a 9/11 class 
at Police Academy,” Mc-

Naughton said.
The NYPD stationed 

McNaughton in a transit 
bureau charged with polic-
ing downtown Manhattan 
subways. The young officer 
got engaged to a woman in 
the NYPD and moved from 
Long Island to Queens in 
2004, his father said.

Later that year, Mc-
Naughton accepted an of-
fer to serve in Iraq. While 
there, he volunteered to 
train Iraqi officers in an el-
evated tower because he did 
not want to endanger fellow 
soldiers who had children, 
according to a biography 
posted on a commemora-
tive website.

That’s when a sniper 
fatally struck him. He was 

27.
The elder McNaugh-

ton said his son’s friends 
established The James Mc-
Naughton Foundation in 
his honor. The nonprofit 
collects donations and or-
ganizes benefits for various 
projects, including The In-
trepid Fallen Heroes Fund 
and The Wounded Warrior 
Project, which assist in-
jured military members, 
veterans and their families, 
and a scholarship fund at 
the younger McNaughton’s 
high school in Long Island.

“That’s the thing that 
makes it a little easier for 
us, to know that Jimmy is 
still paying it forward,” Mc-
Naughton said.

also barcode every drug 
that comes into the robot, 
reducing the possibility of 
a patient getting somebody 
else’s medication.

“We really don’t know 
how many errors are hap-
pening in the United States, 
as nobody has really calcu-
lated them because it’s im-
possible,” Melchert said. 
“With something like this, 
you will be able to document 
how many times you’ve had 
a near miss, how many 
times you’ve had medica-
tions that look very much 

alike, or that have similar 
names that could confuse 
somebody. We’ll actually 
get some real documenta-
tion to see exactly where 
our opportunities are to 
improve things.”

The robot, which cost 
the hospital  $1.5 million, 
will also check the expira-
tion date of medication as 
it goes.

The new machine only 
needs one technician to 
operate it at a time, which 
Melchert said will free up 
the hospital’s staff to make 
timely deliveries.

“That’s all very time-
consuming stuff we do with 
technicians and we can bet-

ter utilize that staff to work 
in the delivery process and 
to help out with the nurs-
es,” he said. “The robot can 
do all this and doesn’t get 
bored.”

Pharmacists will not 
need to be on site with the 
new system, but will re-
motely check every canis-
ter that is placed into the 
robot, which contains five 
days’ worth of medication.

“We’re at the point 
now where the pharmacist 
doesn’t need to be here. He 
could be at home verifying 
orders and the robot can 
process them,” said Kevin 
Wilkin, the pharmacy’s as-
sistant director.

Continued from Page 1 
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during the 20-minute ad-
dress was that the public 
school system improved 
steadily during the 12-
year Bloomberg adminis-
tration.

“People lie and say 
they’re from New York 
City just to go to our pub-
lic schools. It used to be 
the opposite was true,” he 
said.

The mayor added that 
Queens led all boroughs 
with 63 new school build-
ings out of the 81 new 
schools that opened dur-
ing his three terms in of-
fice. Bard opened in 2008at 
LaGuardia Community 
College, at 30-20 Thomson 
St. in Long Island City.

The public high 
school has a unique pro-
gram offering two years of 
college prep and 11th- and 
12th-graders take early 
college courses and gradu-
ate with 60 credits from 
Bard College. The school 
has a graduation rate of 

96.7 percent and graduates 
finish with a high school 
Regents diploma and an 
associate degree in arts 
from Bard at no cost to eli-
gible students.

Nearly all transfer to 
a four-year college to com-
plete a bachelor’s degree, 
according to Principal 
Valeri J. Thompson.

“The opportunities 
you have I never had,” 
Bloomberg said as many 
of the students nodded in 
agreement.

Omar Ferriera, 17, 
of Woodhaven, originally 
planned on studying liber-

al arts in college, but cred-
its the school’s wide range 
of courses with opening 
his mind to other options.

“Now I love math and 
science,” said Ferriera, 
who will study physics at 
the University of Chicago 
in the fall.

Another student, 
Mamfatou Baldeh, of the 
Bronx, said, “When I 
started here, I just want-
ed to graduate college 
early. Now I’m thinking 
why rush, I’d rather be in 
school longer, there’s so 
much more to learn.”

And it is in Queens, 

the most diverse borough 
in the most diverse city, 
according to the mayor.

“Forty-eight percent 
of Queens residents are 
born outside the country,” 
Bloomberg said. “This 
is the melting pot of the 
world. If you want to suc-
ceed in the global economy, 
the place to learn about 
the world is right here in 
Queens.”

The picture gets 
brighter, the mayor said, 
when you consider the bor-
ough’s improved economy.

“The subways are 
better, new businesses 
take root in Queens with 
nearly 50,000 since ’02,” 
Bloomberg said. “And 
we’ve built housing. Right 
here in Long Island City 
there will be 5,000 new 
homes in Hunters Points 
South and more in Hallets 
Cove and Willets Point.”

In summing up, 
Bloomberg said, “The 
numbers say you’re going 
to have a bright future.”

The standing ovation 
sounded more like a pep 
rally as Bloomberg headed 
for the exit.

lic office, Marshall was 
a school teacher, and the 
woman who heads her 
education and library ini-
tiatives said the borough 
president took advantage 
of growth at the city School 
Construction Authority.

“We found schools. We 
built ... a lot of schools,” 
RoseAnne Darsche said. “It 
was really amazing. So that 
was a challenge that Helen 
— her reference was as a 
teacher and as a librarian 
— and those became her 
passions.”

A report earlier this 
year by the Center for an 
Urban Future lauded Mar-
shall for her commitment 
to the borough’s libraries, 
pointing out that during 
her term she has allocated 
more money for libraries 
than the city’s other four 
borough presidents com-
bined.

It is often noted that 
Marshall’s term was book-
ended by the tragedies of 

9/11 and Superstorm San-
dy.

“When Sandy hit, the 
borough president was very 
concerned about the capaci-
ty to help those in need and 
bringing together human 
service organizations,” her 
chief of staff said.

Dan Andrews, Mar-
shall’s press secretary, said 
the office of the borough 
president is sometimes 
criticized, repeating the re-
frain that all borough pres-
idents do is cut ribbons.

“My answer on behalf 
of the borough president 
is she has every right to 
cut that ribbon,” he said of 
the recent opening at the 
Queens Museum to mark 
a $69 million renovation. 
“She put multimillions of 
dollars into that project.”

Former Councilwom-
an Melinda Katz Jan. 1 will 
become borough president 
Jan. 1, when Marshall will 
be free to do some travel-
ing.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 3 
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Mayor Michael Bloomberg and School’s Chancelor Dennis 
Walcott pay a visit to Bard Early College HS in Long Island City. 
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

HOT ITEMS
ON SALE
LET US CATER
YOUR HOLIDAY

PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY!

Christmas Roasts
Fresh Hams

Holiday Platters
Coldcut Platters

Traditional German Choices
Herring in Cream Sauce

Herring Salad
Rollmops

Stammtisch Stollen
$10.99 lb.

Hot Spiced Glühwein
Not Responsible for Any Typographical Errors.

FULL LINE OF
HOLIDAY
IMPORTS
ON OUR SHELVES
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