
BY SARINA TRANGLE
 
The Mitchell family was 

poised to move into their Far 
Rockaway house two weeks be-
fore Superstorm Sandy hit.

After weathering the tem-
pest, a series of contractor snafus 
and their 5-year-old son Nile bat-
tling a benign brain tumor, the 
family finally began settling into 
their home last month just days 
before Christmas.

  Darrell Mitchell, his wife Is-
abel Mitchell and their four chil-
dren relished their first holiday 
in the house, at 704 Beach 67th St.

“Bam — the flood hit. Then 
Nile was diagnosed,” Darrell 
Mitchell, 48, a Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority bus 
driver, said Monday. “If I was 
just by myself, I would’ve given 
up a long time ago, but having 
him fighting what he’s fighting, I 
couldn’t do that. I had to do it for 
him.”

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency provided 
some assistance to the Mitchells, 
dispatching skilled workers to 
help with their ducts and vents.

But shortly after the flood 
waters receded from their home, 
the family became ensnared in 
disputes with contractors. First 
their walls were installed with-
out city Department of Buildings 
workers inspecting the interi-

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Just a few days before he left 
office, Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
was in downtown Jamaica last 
week touting his administration’s 
work to reduce incarceration 
rates at the same time the city is 
experiencing record-low levels of 
crime.

“Now we think that this is 
a huge success and that there 
is a connection between incar-
cerating fewer young people 
and having a lower crime rate,” 
Bloomberg said during a news 
conference at the city Department 
of Probation office at the corner 
of Guy R. Brewer Boulevard and 
Jamaica Avenue.

“We kept our city safer —  the 
bottom line — while locking up 
fewer people and the connection 
is exactly what you think because 
all the evidence shows that all 
too often repeated spells behind 
bars can lock inmates into a cycle 
of poverty and crime,” he added. 
“So if we can avoid putting people 
into that situation, we should be 
having fewer people in the streets 
committing crimes.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
The largest share of the five boroughs’ resi-

dent hard hats lived in Queens in 2012, and while 
the construction workforce grew from the previ-
ous year, it was still significantly lower than its 
pre-recession levels.

Queens has  more hard hats
than any other boro in city

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
An animal rights 

group that had its feathers 
ruffled when the Port Au-
thority killed three owls 
at JFK Airport last month 
is suing the federal govern-
ment to reform the airport’s 
bird-management policies.

Under its federally 
authorized bird-hazard 
reduction program for the 
airport, the Port Authority 
shot and killed three snowy 
owls in early December be-
lieved to pose a risk to air-
craft.

Snowy owls are pro-
tected under the Migratory 

Bird Treaty Act, which 
prevents killing migratory 
birds that travel between 
the United States and 
Canada, though the feds al-
low for lethal tactics when 
birds pose an imminent 
safety risk.

After a news report 

An animal rights group is suing fed-
eral agencies that oversee Kennedy 
International Airport’s bird reduction pro-
gram after the Port Authority killed three 
snowy owls at the airport in December. 

Bloomy proud
of low jail rate
during tenure

Boy, 5, moves
to Rockaway 
after surgery

Family joyful as brain tumor disappears
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Darrell Mitchell, 48 (l.), and his son Nile, 5, relax in the kitchen of their new Far 
Rockaway home. Photo by Sarina Trangle
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The owners of the his-
toric Klein Farm have been 
issued summonses to ap-
pear at hearings concern-
ing the illegal removal of 
trees at the protected prop-
erty.

Audrey Realty, headed 
by Henry Huang, son of no-
torious developer Thomas 
Huang, was issued a stop-
work order and a violation 
by the city Department of 
Buildings in December. 
The firm was cited for 
unpermitted work on the 
property’s driveway and 
for removing trees from the 
farm, at 194-15 73rd Ave. in 
Fresh Meadows.

The farm is in the 
Fresh Meadows Special 
Planned Community Pres-
ervation District, meaning 
any changes to the prop-
erty require approval from 
the City Planning Commis-
sion.

The first hearing, 
scheduled to take place 
Jan. 28 at 10:30 a.m., at 144-
06 94th Ave., will focus on 
a violation for “illegal tree 
removal” and “work with-
out a permit,” according to 
the DOB.

The second hearing 
will address a zoning vio-
lation for the “substantial 
modification of existing 
landscaping in a special 
district tree removing” and 
will take place at the same 
Queens Business Center lo-
cation Feb. 4 at 10:30 a.m.

Henry Huang was not 
available for comment.

A judge from the city 
Environmental Control 
Board will determine 
whether Audrey Realty 
will face any penalty for 
the violations. Huang’s 
firm could face as much as 
$20,000 total in fines for the 
two violations, according 
to ECB. The standard ECB 
fine for each violation is 
$800 and the default fine for 
each violation is $4,000.

Community leaders 

welcomed the fact Audrey 
Realty could face penalties 
for the unpermitted alter-
ing of the property.

“There should be res-
titution. The trees should 
be put back. You can’t just 
do this with reckless aban-
don and not have conse-
quences,” said Jim Trent, 
president of the Queens 
County Farm Museum, in 
Floral Park. “They had to 
know they couldn’t touch 
the trees. You can’t touch 
anything on that property 
without permission.”

Trent appealed to the 
city Parks Department in 
2004 to buy Klein Farm so it 
would be owned by the city 
and restored by the farm 
museum, but the necessary 
funding was not available.

The property was 

home to Queens’ last fami-
ly-owned working farm be-
fore it was sold to Thomas 
Huang in 2003 for $4.3 mil-
lion. In 1999, Huang was 
convicted of damaging the 
landmarked RKO Keith’s 
Theatre by allowing thou-
sands of gallons of oil to 
spill in the property’s base-
ment.

After he acquired the 
property, Huang unsuc-
cessfully tried to redevelop 
the farm into 22 two-family 
homes. Preschool of Ameri-
ca, which offers daycare for 
children, currently occu-
pies the old farm building.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

The owners of Fresh Meadows’ Klein farm face hearings concern-
ing violations for cutting down trees and expanding the property’s 
driveway without permission. Photo by Christina Santucci

Klein Farm’s owners face
hearings for cutting trees 
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BY BILL PARRY
  
Christmas came early 

for the owners of the Edge 
Tae Kwon Do Academy this 
year.

The husband and wife 
who run the school were ap-
proached by their landlord 
in the spring and he had 
a novel idea. The butcher 
shop next door, La Casa de 
Carne, had just gone out 
of business when the prop-
erty owner, Chris Vrettos, 
hatched his plan.

“He came to me and 
said, ‘Sandy, you need this 
space,’” said academy own-
er Sandy Arias. “I couldn’t 
believe it. He said he loves 
what we’re doing for the 
kids, so he gave us a break 
on the rent.”

The 72-year-old Vret-
tos, president of Ionian Ser-
vices LLC, has owned three 
properties along 48th Av-
enue in Woodside for more 
than 30 years. He said for 

years it because of he was 
never satisfied with any of 
his tenants until Arias and 
his wife Norma Hernandez 
moved in. 

“They’re excellent peo-
ple and I’d do anything for 
them. Whatever they can 
pay that’s what they pay,” 
Vrettos said.

Edge Tae Kwon Do 
Academy, at 44-10 48th Ave., 
made the move two months 
later with a grand opening 
in May.

“We now have double 
the space, so when I finish 
my kicks I have room to put 
my leg down,” Arias said.

The expansion took 
Hernandez by surprise.

“Around here you 
are more likely to close 
down than expand,” she 
said. “It’s very difficult for 
businesses here. There’s 
no Sunnyside Shines and 
the Chamber of Commerce 
never looks south of Green-
point Avenue.”

BY BILL PARRY
 
Two successful Asto-

ria restaurant owners have 
joined together to create 
the neighborhood’s latest 
gastropub lounge.

Matthew Katakis and 
Nick Neocleous teamed up 
to create Markets, at 37-17 
30th Ave., which is nearly 
ready for its grand opening 
after several weeks of a soft 
opening.

“I’ve been working on 
Marketa for several years 
now,” Katakis said. “Build-
ing it out the right way was 
expensive, so Nick joined 
me a year and a half ago to 
help me finish the project.”

The two were born and 
raised in Astoria and have 
been friends for more than 
20 years. Katakis already 
owns Pita Pan at 37-15 30th 
Ave., as well as Butcher 
Bar, at 37-08 30th Ave., and 
with Marketa he will have 
three restaurants on the 
same block.

“Plus I just took over 
The Thai Pavillion and I’m 
going to expand Butcher 
Bar into that property,” 
Katakis said.

Neocleous, who owns 
a sushi restaurant and bar 
called Central, at 20-30 
Steinway St., said, “Nick 
has a background in mar-
keting, but his experience 
running a lounge is what 
really helps.”

Marketa is three sto-

ries high with a sidewalk 
café, rooftop garden and 
backyard patio in addition 
to the restaurant and bar. 
Marketa can seat nearly 
300 diners depending on 
the season.

The kitchen is run by 
two top chefs: Yair Lench-
ner, who worked at Jean-
Georges and The Mark, 
and Carlos Pico, from La 
Morina. They put together 
a wide-ranging menu that 
includes roasted bone mar-
row, Cornish game hen, 

a truffle-grilled cheese 
spread with duck pate and 
passion fruit pork belly 
with mint and grapefruit.

Entrees range from $13 
to $21. Many of the items 
have a Spanish influence, 
but there is one thing they 
all have in common.

“Everything is made 
with the freshest local and 
seasonal ingredients,” Kat-
akis said. “We don’t even 
have a freezer everything’s 
so fresh.”

Marketa will have 

brunch on weekends and 
a special late night menu 
available. Eventually they 
will host special events like 
wine tastings and pairings 
and classes taught by the 
chefs.

“We plan on making 
this a unique space that 
will be constantly chang-
ing like the seasons,” Kata-
kis said. “It will be like a 
piece of Manhattan right 
here in Astoria, with some-
thing for everyone.” Woodside’s Edge Tae Kwon Do Academy gets larger space, thanks 

to a landlord’s support. Photo by Bill Parry

Two Astoria restaurant owners unite to open Marketa, a three story gastropub on Steinway Street. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Landlord in Woodside
lets space to academy

Astoria gastropub opens
Two rival restaurant owners join forces to complete new hotspot

TIMESLEDGERNewspapers

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES  ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION, NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION, SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS OF AMERICA AND INLAND PRESS ASSOCIATION 

ROZ LISTON
Editor

CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
Managing Editor
Photo Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sports Editor

BRIAN RICE
Sales Manager

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Victor Clavie
Anisuz Zaman
Suzanne Green

Sales Assistant: 
Laura Rahill

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Thyais Grant

EDITORIAL STAFF
Copy Editor: Joseph Gargiulo
Reporters: Rich Bockmann, Bill Parry, 
Alex Robinson, Sarina Trangle
Designer: Yvonne Farley
Layout: Rod Ivey
Photographers: Nat Valentine,
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, Maria Lopez, 
Ken Maldonado, Yinghao Luo,
Caroll Alvarado, William Thomas,
Robert Cole

Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, Suzanne Parker, 
Ronald B. Hellman, William Lewis, Bob Friedrich, 
Prem Calvin Prashad

ART & PRODUCTION 
Layout/Special Sections Manager: 
On Man Tse



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
AN. 5, 2014

5

BY BILL PARRY

A new era began on 
the Ed Koch-Queensboro 
Bridge with the closing of 
the entire Queens-bound 
outer roadway Monday 
night.

Motorists are no lon-
ger allowed to use the lane 
between the hours of 9 p.m. 
and 6 a.m. following a city 
Department of Transpor-
tation review of existing 
safety measures, traffic 
volumes and travel speeds 
ordered after a deadly 
crash early on the morning 
of Dec. 10.

The daily closure and 
reopening is managed by 
NYPD officers and agents 
already stationed on the 
bridge to oversee the week-
day reversal of the two 
Queens-bound lanes of the 
upper roadway to accom-
modate Manhattan-bound 
traffic.

Off-duty Police Officer 
Elisa Toro, a 36-year-old 

mother of two, was heading 
to Queens around 2 a.m. 
when she struck a guard 
rail on the exit ramp and 
lost control of her Ford Fo-
cus. The car flipped over a 
concrete barrier and went 
airborne before flying into 

the side of a vacant store-
front on Queensboro Plaza 
South, the same location as 
two other fatal crashes two 
years ago. Toro was thrown 
from her car and killed.

The concrete barrier 
that Officer Toro hit was 

one of several placed along 
the exit ramp by the DOT 
as a safety measure in 2011. 
Called Jersey barriers, they 
were installed along with 
bright signs and rumble 
strips after the two deadly 
accidents occurred in 2011.

Two elected officials 
warned back then that the 
measures were not enough.

 “We stood here two 
years ago asking for the 
complete redesign of the 
ramp, and instead we got 
new signs and a couple of 
barriers,” said state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris, who held 
a joint news conference 
with City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) the afternoon after 
Toro crashed and died.

“The time for half 
measures is gone,” Gia-
naris said.

 He went on to say that 
the DOT has changed its 
line of thinking.

“By closing the 
Queens-bound outer road-
way, the agency believes it 
is reducing the potential for 
speeding and other unsafe 
nighttime driving when 
the lane is underused,” the 
senator said.

“The closure is the 
first step toward ending the 

carnage that has claimed 
too many lives over the last 
three years,” Van Bramer 
said. “With this closure 
and the implementation of 
a long-term permanent so-
lution, we will once and for 
all make Queensboro Plaza 
safer for the tens of thou-
sands of commuters that 
utilize this popular trans-
portation hub every single 
day.”

Gianaris agreed, say-
ing, “I applaud the DOT for 
finally giving this danger-
ous stretch of road the at-
tention it deserves.” 

Hopefully, the night-
time closure will provide 
the time for a proper evalu-
ation of the street design 
coming off the Queensboro 
Bridge exit ramp so we can 
eventually solve this prob-
lem once and for all.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

A notorious off ramp at QueensBoro Bridge is closed down to nighttime traffic after a deadly crash. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

After fatal crash Queensboro’s off-ramp shut
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BY BILL PARRY

Dominic Stiller wears 
many hats in the Dutch 
Kills section of Long Island 
City.

A civil engineer by 
trade, Stiller is president of 
DSENY Building Services 
and has served as president 
of the Dutch Kills Civic As-
sociation for the last year. 
He is now also a restaura-
teur after opening Dutch 
Kills Centraal last fall.

“I moved to Dutch 
Kills in 2008 and in the two 
years I spent renovating the 
building that serves as both 
home and headquarters for 
my company. I realized 
there was no good place to 
eat or drink around here,” 
Stiller said.

The industrial stretch 
of LIC, just north of Queens-
boro Plaza, was rezoned in 

2008 to allow for more resi-
dential development. Some 
15 hotels have been built or 
are under construction, but 
restaurants and bars have 
been slow to fill the void.

Stiller saw an oppor-
tunity when he found a 
building in 2011, just blocks 
away from his home and of-
fice. The building, at 38-40 
29th St., turned out to have 
quite a history. In the 1940s 
it was home to Victor’s 
Bar & Grill, one of actor 
Jackie Gleason’s favorite 
hangouts. Next it became 
Scotty’s, where a young 
Roseanne Barr once per-
formed stand-up. Finally, it 
was Just a Pub before clos-
ing down and falling into 
disrepair in the ’80s.

During an extended 
renovation, Stiller kept the 
original floor and bar, and 
people would always stop 

in to get updates on when it 
might open.

“I knew everyone was 

looking forward to a place 
where everyone could meet, 
a sort of community liv-

ing room — a place where 
neighbors could meet 
neighbors as well as eat and 
drink,” Stiller said.

He decided to use the 
Dutch word for Central — 
Centraal — because “I want 
it to be the central meeting 
point in the neighborhood, 
the central place for people 
to go.”

The restaurant fea-
tures a long Viking table 
where strangers are en-
couraged to strike up 
conversation. The food is 
American comfort food 
with many seasonal and 
local ingredients sourced 
from The Brooklyn Grange, 
the 2-acre rooftop farm atop 
the Standard Motor Parts 
Building, at 38-17 Northern 
Blvd. The full bar offers 
up to six craft beers on tap 
with many more in bottles.

Dutch Kills Centraal 

also extended its menu 
and hours after adding 
chef Matt Lundquist to the 
kitchen after he spent five 
years at Manhattan’s Wa-
terfront Ale House.

“Lunchtime is starting 
to really pick up,” Stiller 
said. “It’s already feeling 
like a more neighborly feel 
around here.”

When he took over as 
president of the Dutch Kills 
Civic Association in Janu-
ary 2013, one of the first 
things Stiller did was plant 
19 trees, part of his mission 
to make the neighborhood 
more livable and walkable. 
He thinks the next step is 
getting Citi Bikes to that 
part of LIC.

“We think Citi Bikes 
will make it more walkable 
because more bikes mean 
people are driving less,” he 
said.

Dominic Stiller, with wife Jean, is trying to make the Dutch Kills 
section of Long Island City more community oriented. 

Photo courtesy  Critter Knutsen

Activist Dominic Stiller wears many hats in Dutch Kills

BY SARINA TRANGLE
 
Every December, fami-

ly members gather to honor 
Mohammad Salman Ham-
dani, a Bayside police cadet 
who died after rushing to 
assist at Ground Zero Sept. 
11, 2001.

But when the Ham-
danis marked his birthday 
Dec. 28, they had something 
to celebrate: The mayor had 
recently signed off on plans 
to name a street in his hon-
or.

The city will designate 
a stretch of 204th Street 
near Hamdani’s former 
home between 34th and 
35th avenues “Salman 
Hamdani Way” this spring, 
according to his mother, 
Talat Hamdani.

“It’s a great accom-
plishment and recognition 
of this young man who 
gave his life,” she said. “He 
would be 36 years old.”

But the retired Queens 

middle school teacher de-
scribed the tribute as a first 
step. She said the NYPD 
has treated her son, a Mus-
lim American born in Paki-
stan, with prejudice since 

he disappeared following 
the terrorist attacks and 
has since refused to add 
his name to the official 9/11 
Memorial for first respond-
ers in Lower Manhattan.

Mohammad Salman 
Hamdani, an NYPD cadet 
and certified emergency 
medical technician, skipped 
his job at a research center 
and reported to the World 

Trade Center to help amid 
the rubble Sept. 11. He died 
at 23.

Authorities errone-
ously believed Hamdani 
might have been colluding 
with the terrorists when 
he could not be found after 
the attacks. His family was 
notified of his death five 
months after his remains 
were uncovered. At that 
point, the Police Depart-
ment cleared Hamdani’s 
name and gave him a hero’s 
burial.

 Talat Hamdani, who 
moved to Long Island in 
2007, spent years mourning 
her son and her husband, 
who died of cancer in 2004. 
Her family established a 
scholarship in her son’s 
name at Queens College, 
where Hamdani studied.

But when the 10th an-
niversary of the terrorist 
attacks approached, Talat 
Hamdani learned her son’s 
name had not been includ-

ed on the 9/11 Memorial 
during an interview with a 
journalist.

“Bloomberg said, ‘Oh, 
the reason may be your 
son is not on there is be-
cause he was a part-time 
worker,’” Hamdani said. 
“What would happen if it 
was Bloomberg’s own child 
who was a cadet or Ray Kel-
ly’s child who was a cadet? 
They would go first, on top 
of the list.”

The NYPD did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

The mother requested 
the street sign in Ham-
dani’s honor at a Commu-
nity Board 11 meeting last 
winter. CB 11 voted unani-
mously to support her pro-
posal.

Hamdani said she will 
continue to push for her 
son’s name to be added to 
the memorial by request-
ing a meeting with Mayor 
Bill de Blasio.

Bayside street to honor cadet killed on 9/11
Young Pakistani immigrant Mohammad Hamdani died after dashing to World Trade Center to help

Talat Hamdani says prejudice is behind the city’s refusal to add the name of her son, Mohammad 
Salman Hamdani (l.), to the 9/11 first responders memorial in Manhattan. 

Inset courtesy Talat Hamdani
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The newest art gallery 

in Long Island City is not 
like the others.

When ArtistRun 
Gallery, at 36-21 22nd St., 
opened in early December, 
the name reflected the own-
ership. Three Bangladeshi 
immigrants, weary of the 
way galleries are run in 
SoHo and Chelsea, decided 
to open one of their own as 
a gallery owned by artists 
for artists.

“Ninety-nine percent 
of the galleries in New York 
City are run by non-art-
ists,” painter Kaiser Kamal 
said. “In all the galleries 
we’ve worked  over the last 
15 years, profit is the bot-
tom line, not the art.”

Kamal joined with 
another painter, Bishwajit 
Chowdhury, and ceramic 
artist Alam Tipu, to con-
vert a building that housed 
a plumbing consulting firm 

into a gallery they could 
run their way.

“Artists should have 
their own space for creative 
freedom. At other galler-
ies you are told how to do 
things with an eye on the 
almighty dollar,” Kamel 
said.

The artists communi-
ty responded immediately 
with more than 70 submis-
sions for ArtistRun’s de-
sign studio. Eight artists 
were initially selected by 
the curating team.

In addition to the gal-
lery and design studio, the 
trio runs a printing service 
to cover the costs of rent 
and the extensive renova-
tions that were needed. Ka-
mal was pleased with the 
turnout for their opening.

“Hundreds showed up 
each night in the pouring 
rain. It was very surpris-
ing,” he said. “People are 
becoming aware of us.”

When the trio was 

hunting for a location for 
their gallery, they started 
and finished in Long Island 
City.

“It’s going to be the 
next SoHo,” Kamal said. 
“All the subways are here 

just a stop away from Man-
hattan. Plus, there’s a huge 
Bangladeshi community 
in Queens and we get a lot 
of feedback but, of course, 
the gallery is open to every-
one.”

Programming and 
workshops are in the plan-
ning stages at ArtistRun 
Gallery.

“We’re going to have a 

CPA come in and teach art-
ists how best to do their tax-
es,” Kamal said. “And we’ll 
also have a professional 
photographer come in one 
night to teach the artists 
how best to photograph 
their work for marketing 
purposes.”

Also in the works are 
exchange exhibits with oth-
er galleries, an internation-
al juries art competition 
and a workshop for kids.

Their mission is to 
promote local and interna-
tional talent from around 
the world while allowing 
art lovers to become art col-
lectors.

“The artwork we sell 
is high quality and we keep 
prices affordable unlike 
other galleries,” Kamal 
said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Long Island City’s newest art gallery is drawing a surprising number 
of visitors in its first month. Photo courtesy Kaiser Kamel

New Long Island City art gallery run by and for artists
Three Bangladeshi immigrants fi nd home in an up-and-coming neighborhood they see as next Soho

Distinctive art installa-
tion marks the entrance of 
Artistrun Gallery in LIC. 

Photo courtesy Kaiser Kamel

Bloomberg said that 
while the national incar-
ceration rate has risen 3 
percent between 2001 and 
2012, the city’s lockup rate 
has fallen 36 percent dur-
ing the same time period.

“We’re really the only 
city that can say anything 
remotely like this,” the 
three-term mayor said.

In the summer of 2012, 
the city launched four 
Neighborhood Opportu-
nity Network programs in 
probation offices across the 
boroughs, including one in 
Jamaica, that pull together 
a network of resources for 
offenders such as employ-
ment help, health care and 
literacy programs.

The idea was to bring 
the resources to the com-
munities where probation-
ers live, and Bloomberg 
said the re-arrest rate for 
16- to 24-year-olds is 23 per-
cent lower than for their 
peers who are not in the 
program.

Other initiatives in-
clude the Inmate Correc-
tion Achievement Network, 
which targets pretrial and 
city-sentenced inmates at 
risk of returning to jail, 
and the Adolescent Behav-
ioral Learning Experience, 
an after-school program for 
adolescent inmates.

In addition to reducing 
recidivism rates at Rikers 
Island and other city lock-
ups — for those awaiting 
trial or sentenced to jail for 
less than a year — the city 
was also doing a better job 
at keeping New Yorkers 
from heading to the state 
prison system, Bloomberg 
said.

Since 2004, the number 
of city residents sent up-
state on drug charges has 
dropped 56 percent, a de-
cline Bloomberg attributed 
to his administration’s sup-
port- and intervention-ser-
vices and the 2009 reform to 
the state’s strict Rockefeller 
Drug Laws.

Continued from Page 1 

Bloomberg
ors, leaving the Mitchells 
vulnerable to costly fines. 
Then workers used mate-
rials not included in the 
contract and built struc-
tures without consent.

Darrell Mitchell 
asked the city Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs 
to get involved when the 
third contractor put up a 
deck while he was away, 
despite being advised not 
to do so. Later, the fam-
ily learned the contract 
they had signed violated 
DCA requirements. The 
department eventually ne-
gotiated a settlement that 
freed the Mitchells from 
paying the contractor, but 
did nothing to compensate 
them for the money they 
had already sunk into the 
house or the rent they had 
to pay while staying in 
Brooklyn.

Meanwhile, Nile’s 
parents began to notice 
that he was struggling to 
remember the alphabet 

and maintain his balance. 
Thinking he was suffer-
ing from the flu like his 
mother was, they took him 
to the pediatrician three 
times in February 2013. 
Nile’s doctor chalked it up 
to typical childhood devel-
opment concerns. 

Unconvinced, the 
Mitchells took Nile to New 
York Methodist Hospital 
Feb. 10. There, they said 
a MRI showed Nile had a 
tumor with two golf ball-
sized cysts pressing up 
against his pituitary gland 
and threatening his vision. 
An ambulance rushed the 
family to New York Pres-
byterian Hospital, where 
a small hole was cut in 
the top of Nile’s skull to 
drain out the liquid from 
the cysts. Still, the tumor 
remained.

Dr. Jeffrey Green-
field, a pediatric neurosur-
geon at New York-Presby-
terian’s Komansky Center 
for Children’s Health, in-
formed Nile’s parents he 
had craniopharyngioma, 
a benign tumor that oc-
curs at the base of the 

brain near the pituitary 
gland. Greenfield said the 
condition was not rare in 
children and doctors had 
grown adept at remov-
ing tumors from them via 
their nose.

“I’m listening to them 
and I’m thinking, is it go-
ing to be a hairline scar? Is 
it going to be a big scar in 
the back?” Darrell Mitchell 
said while describing how 
difficult it was to believe 
such surgery was possible. 
“But they’re top surgeons, 
so I know they know what 
they’re doing.”

The doctors sought to 
delay removing the tumor 
for as long as possible, hop-
ing Nile’s nasal passages 
would open up and his 
age would give him the 
strength.

Routine MRIs showed 
a cyst had ballooned to 
dangerous levels again 
this fall. On Nov. 20, he un-
derwent surgery.

Greenfield said medi-
cal staff threaded very thin 
rod-like cameras up his 
nose, which transmitted 
images of his brain. This 

helped them cut through 
the small bone separating 
the sinuses from the brain 
and pull the tumor out 
from the base.

“We just want to cre-
ate some awareness that 
there are other ways to 
approach some of these 
tumors,” Greenfield said. 
“Minimally invasive sur-
gery can be misconstrued 
as a gimmick or an adver-
tising technique for doc-
tors to try and basically 
tout their latest and great-
est.”

Isabel Mitchell, 50, 
said doctors were able to 
remove 98 percent of the 
tumor during a proce-
dure that lasted close to 
seven hours The residual 
2 percent was stuck to the 
brain, where doctors will 
monitor it and, if neces-
sary, prescribe radiation 
doses to kill it.

Immediately follow-
ing the surgery, Nile ad-
dressed Greenfield by his 
name, surprising every-
one with his alertness.

Continued from Page 1 
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documented the shootings, 
the agency said it would 
no longer kill the Arctic-
native species best known 
as the pet of Harry Potter 
in the eponymous book and 
film series.

But the New York-
based Friends of Animals 
said the move does not go 
far enough to protect the 
owls or other birds killed 
at John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport under the 
program, and last week it 
filed a civil lawsuit against 
the federal agencies over-
seeing the program. 

The group named the 
deputy administrator for 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection 
Service and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service as de-
fendants in the civil suit it 
filed in Brooklyn’s Eastern 
District Court.

“The officials at the 
two government agencies 
named in the lawsuit were 
required to fully disclose 

the scope of their proposed 
bird reduction plan, to 
analyze the impacts of the 
program on wildlife and to 
explain whether impacts 
to wildlife — including the 
targeted birds — could be 
reduced,” the group wrote 
on its website. “However, 
nowhere in the Final En-
vironmental Impact State-
ment and Record of Deci-
sion for the Gull Hazard/
Bird Hazard Reduction 
Program at JFK can one 
find any discussion about 
specific non-lethal methods 
for handling snowy owls.”

Friends of Animals 
argued that JFK’s environ-
mental impact statements 
from 2004 and 2012 do not 
adequately list non-lethal 
alternatives for removing 
the snowy owls as required 
under the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act and 
the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act.

“As a result, wildlife 
officials depending on 
these documents resorted 
to their default control 
measure — shooting,” the 
lawsuit read.

More than 70,000 con-
struction workers — or 
38.2 percent of the indus-
try’s resident workforce 
— lived in Queens in 2012, 
according to an analysis 
of the Census’ American 
Community Survey data 
by the New York Building 
Congress.

That put the borough 
ahead of Brooklyn (31.9 
percent), the Bronx (14.4) 
percent, Staten Island (8 
percent) and Manhattan 
(7.5 percent).

Overall, the number 
of city residents employed 
by the industry climbed 
3 percent to about 185,000 
workers between 2011 and 
2012, but the ranks were 
still around 28,000 smaller 
than in 2007.

“We are encouraged 
to see a 3 percent increase 
in the number of New York 
City residents actively 
employed in the construc-
tion industry,” New York 
Building Congress Presi-
dent Richard Anderson 

said. “However, it is worth 
noting that, even after this 
2012 increase, the industry 
in 2012 employed nearly 
28,000 less workers than it 
did in 2007. Our hope and 
expectation is that most, 
if not all, of these lost jobs 

will be recaptured as part 
of a rising construction 
market between 2013 and 
2015.”

Results for the Cen-
sus’ survey, which were 
released in mid-December, 
are self-reported by indi-

viduals, so the snapshot 
captures the “off-the-
books” workers employed 
in the industry.

About 82 percent of the 
industry’s workforce was 
directly involved in con-
struction activities, with 
the remainder made up of 
white-collar jobs such as 
managers and sales profes-
sionals as well as service 
jobs like security officers 
and maintenance workers, 
the congress said.

Construction work-
ers living in Queens had 
the third-highest median 
earnings in 2012 at $31,731 
— just slightly below the 
$32,155 average across the 
five boroughs.

Staten Island ($47,236) 
and Manhattan ($37,920) 
had the highest median 
earnings, though both bor-
oughs saw a decrease from 
2011.

And although Queens 
served as the heart of the 
industry’s workforce, con-
struction jobs accounted 
for only about 6.5 percent 
of the borough’s 1.1 million 
workers.

Continued from Page 1 Continued from Page 1 

Lawsuit Workforce

More of the city’s construction workers live in Queens than any 
other borough, according to a recent analysis of census data.
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

HOT ITEMS
ON SALE

WE HAVE ALL THE
INGREDIENTS TO MAKE

YOUR FAMILY GATHERING
A CULINARY SUCCESS

Enjoy Zum Stammtisch 
Classics for Your Next Event!
Available in Half or Full Trays 

with All The Trimmings

We Have... Roasts
Fresh Hams

Holiday Platters
Coldcut Platters

Traditional German Choices
Herring in Cream Sauce

Herring Salad
Rollmops

Stammtisch Stollen
$10.99 lb.

Hot Spiced Glühwein
Not Responsible for Any Typographical Errors.
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