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BY KELSEY DURHAM

The 111th Police Precinct 
reported this week that it saw a 
slight increase in the number of 
crimes reported in 2013 with car 
thefts figuring prominently in 
the upturn.

Deputy Inspector Jason 
Huerta presented the latest crime 
statistics at the precinct’s com-
munity council meeting Tuesday 
night, announcing that the num-
ber of total crimes investigated 
was up 3 percent in 2013 from 

Continued on Page 46

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Hundreds of friends and fam-
ily members gathered at Flush-
ing’s St. Andrew Avellino Parish 
Monday to mourn the loss of An-
namarie Tromp, a beloved pre-K 

teacher who died in a New Year’s 
Eve car crash.

Anthony Zupnick, 24, of 
Flushing, was allegedly driving 
with a suspended licence when he 
collided with Tromp, 56, who was 
behind the wheel at the corner of 

33rd Avenue and 172nd Street, a 
few blocks from her home, shortly 
after 2:30 p.m. New Year’s Eve, the 
NYPD said. He could not provide 
a valid driver’s license when po-
lice arrived and was arrested on 
charges of aggravated unlicensed 

operation of a motor vehicle, po-
lice said.

“She was my hero. I always 
wanted to be like my sister,” 
Tromp’s sister, Louisa Anastasi 
told mourners at the funeral. “My 

Continued on Page 50
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WELCOME TO THE COUNCIL

Former Council Speaker Peter Vallone Sr. performs a ceremonial inauguration for his son, Councilman Paul Vallone, as Paul Vallone’s wife Anna-Marie, daugh-
ter Lea, son Charlie and daughter Catena look on. See coverage on Pages 3, 22. Photo by Christina Santucci

Flushing teacher remembered
Loved ones grieve for PS 79’s Annamarie Tromp, who died in 172nd Street crash

111th saw uptick 
in theft crimes 
for all of 2013

The developers of Flushing 
Commons overcame their last 
obstacle and can now start to pre-
pare the property for construc-
tion.

Developers F&T Group closed 
on the site, at Flushing’s Munici-
pal Lot 3, with the city Dec. 30, 
a day before its deadline. If they 
had not signed off on the deal by 
the end of 2013, they would have 
had to renegotiate with the new 
mayoral administration.

Construction on the $850 mil-
lion project is scheduled to begin 
in March after years of delays.

Developers fi nalize deal 
on Flushing Commons

See story on Page 9

Queens home to most 
of city’s immigrants
Page 5 QGuide Page 37QGuide QGuide Page 37Page 37

Hot events 
this winter
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A member of the city 
Fire Department’s City 
Safety Division addressed 
the public and members of 
Community Board 11 this 
week, warning against 
some of the most common 
causes of fires at this time 
of year and providing help-
ful tips on ways to prevent 
them.

At the board’s month-
ly meeting Monday night 
Capt. Kevin Anderson 
singled out two common 
household items that could 
potentially prove dan-
gerous this time of year: 
Christmas trees and space 
heaters. With the holiday 
season now coming to an 
end, Anderson said real fir 
trees still remaining in liv-
ing rooms are often some of 
the most common causes of 
household fires if not han-
dled properly.

“They’re still inside 
homes, they’re sitting 
against radiators drying 
out and people usually 

aren’t watering them,” he 
said. “All it needs is the 
slightest spark.”

Anderson said the 
trees, especially if dried up, 
spark with a tremendous 
amount of force and can en-
gulf the room in flames in 
about one minute. Because 
of their vulnerability to 
fire, he also warned against 
leaning trees against hous-
es once they are taken out-
side to be disposed of.

Another item common-
ly found in homes during 
the winter months is space 
heaters, Anderson said, 
which need to be properly 
maintained as well in or-
der to prevent fires. Space 
heaters should be plugged 
directly into wall outlets, 
he explained, rather than 
into power strips that are 
tailored more toward small 
electronics.

Keeping boilers main-
tained as well as making 
sure carbon monoxide and 
smoke detectors are work-
ing properly are also im-
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Con Edison started the 
last phase of an environ-
mental investigation at the 
former Farrington Street 
Gas Works in December.

The old manufactured 
gas facility occupies a 
6-acre property in Flushing 
bounded by Farrington and 
Linden streets to the east, 
Downing Street to the west, 
31st Road to the north and 
32nd Drive to the south.

The investigation will 
run until the end of Janu-
ary and will analyze soil 
samples, groundwater and 
soil vapor to test for any 
contaminants left by the old 
gas plant, which was oper-
ated by New York & Queens 
Gas Co. until the 1940s.

Manufactured gas 
plants were used in the 19th 
and early 20th centuries to 
convert coal and oil into 
gas for heating and electric-
ity. These facilities became 
obsolete once natural gas 
systems were developed.

The Farrington site is 
now occupied by a Con Ed 
storage facility, a truck fa-
cility and a Pathmark.

The first phase of the 
investigation looked at the 
area the storage facility 
occupies and took place be-
tween August and Novem-
ber 2011. The program’s 
second phase, which took 
place in February 2012, 
examined soil and ground-
water near the Pathmark 
building.

The current phase will 
test soil around the Path-
mark building. Con Ed al-

ready had established that 
these parcels have residual 
contaminants in a previous 
study, but does not yet know 
the level of contamination 
in each area.

Con Ed is conduct-
ing the investigation in 
partnership with the state 
Departments of Environ-
mental Conservation and 
Health. Con Ed entered a 
voluntary cleanup agree-
ment with the DEC in 2002 
to investigate and, if neces-
sary, clean up former gas 
plant sites.

An assessment and re-
medial measure was done 
on the portion of the site 
that the truck facility oc-
cupied in 2001 and 2003. 
The assessment found con-
taminated soil and piping 

from the old plant that was 
below grade and needed to 
be removed. The remedial 
measure for this portion 
included the installation 
of groundwater monitoring 
wells.

Con Ed said it is not 
likely the public would be 
exposed to any of the con-

taminants it is looking for 
as they are usually found 
underground.

The utility also as-
sured the community ex-
tensive efforts to protect 
neighbors from potential 
hazards during the investi-
gation will be used, includ-
ing a real-time air monitor.

If the investigation 
finds remnants from the old 
plant, which could be haz-
ardous to public health or 
the environment, DEC will 
determine the appropriate 
cleanup options. That plan 
would then be presented to 
the public for comment.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Capt. Kevin Anderson, of the FDNY Fire Safety Division, gives tips 
for avoiding household fires during the Community Board 11 meet-
ing. Photo by Kelsey Durham

A Pathmark store on Farrington Street in Flushing sits on the site of a former manufactured gas 
plant and is part of a Con Edison investigation into residual contaminants in the property’s soil. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

FDNY offers CB 11
winter fi re safety tips

ConEd probes Farrington
Utility company looks for contaminants at site of former gas plant

New York & 
Queens Gas Co. 

operated the old 
plant until the 

1940s.

Continued on Page 44



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
AN. 10-16, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
3

BT

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

About 500 people 
packed PS 169’s auditorium 
Saturday to witness the 
third member of the Val-
lone family being ceremo-
nially sworn into the City 
Council.

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) placed his 
left hand on a Bible and 
raised the other as his fa-
ther, former Council Speak-
er Peter Vallone Sr., per-
formed the inauguration 
while the new northeast 
Queens councilman’s wife 
and children looked on.

“The beauty of my sto-
ry is not that it’s just mine. 
It’s all of ours,” Paul Val-
lone said, thanking elected 
officials, religious leaders 
and supporters. “Every 
community leader that is 
in this room felt that same 
vision to make our neigh-
borhoods what they are to-
day,”

Paul Vallone defeated 
Democratic challengers 
Austin Shafran, Paul Gra-
ziano, John Duane and 
Chrissy Voskerichian in 
the September primary be-
fore winning out over Re-
publican Dennis Saffran in 
the November election for 
the seat.

“When I started this 
journey with you, I prom-
ised to the 19th District to 
celebrate every faith and 
religious organization, to 
join in support of every 
ethnic and cultural institu-
tion. Today’s ceremony is 
a celebration of that prom-
ise,” Paul Vallone said.

Former city Comptrol-
ler John Liu recognized the 
legacy of the Vallone fam-
ily, including Liu’s former 
Council colleague, Peter 
Vallone Jr., Paul’s brother.

“I used to be introduced 
as the first Asian American 
[in city government] and he 
would joke that he was not 

even the first Peter Val-
lone,” Liu said. “You come 
from a family with such a 
distinguished name. Some-
times there are labels put 
on you, but I have to say to 
you that Paul Vallone is one 
of the most hardworking, 
diligent people that I have 
ever met.”

Liu praised Paul Val-
lone’s continued involve-
ment in the community 
even after he lost the 19th 
District race in the Demo-
cratic primary to Kevin 
Kim in 2009. Kim, who 

attended Saturday’s cer-
emony with his daughter 
Beatrice, was later defeat-
ed by former Republican 
Councilman Dan Halloran, 
who opted not to run again 
for the office after he was 
indicted on federal bribery 
charges.

Borough President 
Melinda Katz remembered 
meeting Paul Vallone dur-
ing his previous run for the 
Bayside seat in 2009 and 
talking with him about the 
borough’s diversity.

“Queens will test you 

every single day of the 
week as an elected official,” 
she said. “He understands 
the seriousness of it, but 
he brings lighthearted-
ness and the capacity to put 
people into a room to make 
sure we get compromise.”

City Public Advocate 
Letitia James advised Paul 
Vallone to make sure his 
family and constituents 
were the top priorities.

“There are 51 mem-
bers of the City Council 
and you represent this one 
district,” James said. “You 
should never compromise 
the interests of your dis-
trict. They come first.”

U.S. Reps. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) and Steve 
Israel (D-Melville), as well 
as former Rep. Gary Acker-
man joined state Assembly 
members Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) and Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing), state Sens. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whites-

tone) and Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) and Council 
members Peter Koo (D-
Flushing), Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills) and Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) on stage for the cer-
emony. State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli and city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
both spoke.

Both Council mem-
bers Melissa Mark-Viverito 
(D-Manhattan) and Dan 
Garodnick (D-Manhattan), 
who were competing for 
the Council speaker post, 
made brief appearances at 
the ceremony. Mark-Viver-
ito was elected to the post 
Wednesday.

Chuck Apelian, who 
served as Paul Vallone’s 
campaign manager, was 
unable to attend because 
he was recuperating from 
spinal surgery, but his 
daughter Lauren Cornea 
read from a statement on 
his behalf.

Councilman Paul Vallone (r.) celebrates his inauguration with (l.-
r.) his wife Anna-Marie, daughter Lea, son Charlie and daughter 
Catena. Photo by Christina Santucci

Paul Vallone sworn in to Council seat by former speaker
Bayside’s newest representative feted by elected offi cials from federal, state and city government

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

�

P.S. 242 -The Leonard P. Stavisky 
Early Childhood School

29-66 137 Street, Flushing, NY 11354
Thurs. January 16 & Tues. February 4, 2014

9:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Academic Excellence Is Our Ultimate Goal 

(A.E.I.O.U)
Accepting applications for the Fall 2014 school year

PS242q.org�
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 The 14 members of 

the borough’s City Council 
delegation fell in line with 
their colleagues Wednes-
day to unanimously elect 
East Harlem Councilwom-
an Melissa Mark-Viverito 
(D-Manhattan) as the 
body’s speaker, putting an 
amicable end to the power 
struggle between Mark-
Viverito’s progressive al-
lies and the outerborough 
political machines that tra-
ditionally held sway in the 
selection.

In the weeks following 
the election of Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, who personally 
lobbied for Mark-Viverito, 
the field of candidates for 
the city’s second-most pow-
erful position was whittled 
down to the East Harlem 
lawmaker and Councilman 
Dan Garodnick (D-Manhat-
tan).

Mark-Viverito en-
joyed large support from 
the Council’s progressive 
caucus and Garodnick po-
sitioned himself as a more 
moderate voice who would 
more effectively serve as 
a check on the mayor’s au-
thority.

In late December, it 
appeared Mark-Viverito 
would become the Council’s 
first female speaker of col-
or when she released a list 
of 30 Council members and 
members-elect — four more 
than she needed — pledg-
ing their support, includ-
ing six from Queens: Daniel 
Dromm, Julissa Ferreras, 
I. Daneek Miller, Donovan 

Richards, Eric Ulrich and 
Jimmy Van Bramer.

In the ensuing weeks, 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), chair-
man of the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, reportedly 
pushed hard to try to flip 
Mark-Viverito supporters 
in favor of Garodnick, with 
speculation over whether 
or not the pledges would 
hold until the 11th hour.

But when it came time 
to nominate speaker can-
didates inside City Hall 
Wednesday, Garodnick 
bowed out of the race.

“In the spirit of 
strengthening the Coun-
cil, which animated my 
candidacy from the start, 
I want to formally concede 
to the next speaker of the 
City Council, my colleague, 
Melissa Mark-Viverito,” he 
said.

As the city’s 51 other 
Council members one-
by-one cast their vote for 
Mark-Viverito, those from 
Queens who had not origi-
nally pledged their sup-
port congratulated the new 
speaker.

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) noted that 
his father, Peter Vallone 
Sr., had been the city’s first 
speaker and Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
joked that he told his wife 
they needed to stock more 
Progresso soup in their 
home, a nod to Mark-Viver-
ito and the progressives.

Many of the members 
hailed the unity the Coun-
cil showed as it lined up 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has introduced 
legislation that would com-
pel the city to enforce re-
strictive covenants along-
side zoning ordinances.

The bill would permit 
homeowners and neigh-
borhood organizations to 
register properties subject 
to restrictive covenants 
or other deed stipulations 
governing design and de-
velopment with the city De-
partment of Buildings. The 
department would then 
check a registry of such 
restrictions before issuing 
building permits. Avella, 
who served in the City 
Council for two terms, said 
the DOB would be charged 
with enforcing covenants 
under his legislation.

“They would be re-
sponsible for enforcement, 
just like with zoning ordi-
nances,” Avella  said. “Why 
should private citizens have 
to pay exorbitant amounts 
to enforce it?”

The DOB did not re-
spond to several requests 
for comment.

Paul Graziano, an ur-
ban planning and historic 
preservation consultant, 
said covenants emerged 
after the Norman invasion 
of England with English 
common law. In the United 
States, developers began ty-
ing clauses stipulating how 
development should pro-
ceed in deeds in an effort 
to ensure that communi-
ties retain their character. 
When municipal zoning 
was developed later, the 
restrictive covenants main-

tained their legal jurisdic-
tion, but were not enforced 
by the city like zoning ordi-
nances.

If builders do not abide 
by covenants, neighborhood 
associations have been suc-
cessfully taking them to 
court. But legal fees often 
cost at least $50,000 and can 
be as high as $200,000, Gra-
ziano said.

“Developers come in 
with guns loaded and tons 
of money,” he said. “These 
guys have the money to just 

wait you out if you’re a ho-
meowners association.”

But if a community al-
lows too many exceptions 
in its neighborhoods, Gra-
ziano said it is much more 
difficult to prove a cove-
nant is still relevant.

Covenants, established 
by the Rickert Finlay Co. 
when it developed Bell-
court, between Bell Bou-
levard and the Clearview 
Expressway and 35th and 
39th avenues,  and parts of 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Leaders in the Queens 

communities where stop-
and-frisk was most heavily 
used during the 12 years of 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion said they were encour-
aged by recent statements 
made by some of Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s top appoint-
ments.

Days before de Blasio 
was sworn in as the city’s 
109th mayor, the man who 
ran on a platform of putting 
an end to the NYPD’s con-
troversial practices intro-
duced his pick for the city’s 
top lawyer, Zachary Carter, 
who said he would drop the 
legal  appeal the Bloomberg 
administration had filed to 

prevent a federally appoint-
ed monitor from overseeing 
reforms to the department.

And the day after his 
inauguration, de Blasio 
swore in the city’s new 
police commissioner, Bill 

Bratton, who pledged to 
mend the fractured rela-
tionship between the NYPD 
and communities.

Bratton said it was 
unfortunate that despite 
record-low crime levels 

the city has not “really 
achieved the collaboration 
that all that success should 
have brought.”

“We will work hard to 
identify why is it that so 
many in this city do not feel 
good about this department 
that has done so much to 
make them safe,” he added. 
“What has it been about our 
activities that have made so 
many feel alienated?”

In August, Manhattan 
District Judge Shira Schei-
ndlin ruled the NYPD’s 
use of stop-and-frisk was 
unconstitutional and ap-
pointed a federal monitor to 
oversee reforms to the de-
partment. The Bloomberg 
administration filed an ap-

At his swearing-in ceremony, Police Commissioner Bill Bratton (r.) 
says he will work to form better relationships between communi-
ties and the department. AP Photo/Kathy Willens

State Sen. Tony Avella announces legislation that would compel the city to enforce restrictive cove-
nants in deeds. Photo courtesy Avella

Queens City Council members Daniel Dromm (l.) and Jimmy Van 
Bramer (r.), both members of the Council’s Progressive Caucus, 
speak with Melissa Mark-Viverito at a Council Parks Committee 
hearing. Photo by William Alatriste/Council

County hopeful on stop-and-frisk reform

Enforce city deeds: Avella
State senator wants covenants consulted before building permits issued

Boro Council members 
back Viverito as speaker

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 50
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
In the borough that 

prides itself as the most di-
verse county in the nation, 
almost half of Queens’ 2.2 
million residents were born 
in another country.

Between 2000 and 2011, 
Queens’ population became 
increasingly foreign-born, 
according to a recent re-
port by the Department of 
City Planning analyzing 
census data.

Immigrants accounted 
for 48.5 percent of the bor-
ough’s overall population 
in 2011, compared to 46.1 
percent in 2000.

“In terms of immi-
grants as a percentage of 
the population, Queens was 
the most heavily immigrant 
borough,” the department’s 
report said. “The 1.09 mil-
lion immigrants in Queens 
comprised nearly one-half 
of the borough’s population 
(49 percent), the highest im-
migrant concentration in 
the city.”

The city’s report 

breaks the census data 
down to the neighborhood 
level, showing which neigh-
borhoods have the most im-
migrants, which have the 
most disproportional for-
eign-born populations and 
which neighborhoods are 
experiencing the most flux.

Although Queens had 

the largest foreign-born 
population, the neighbor-
hood with the most immi-
grants was Washington 
Heights in Manhattan, 
which had more than 80,000 
immigrants by 2011.

But only about 49 per-
cent of Washington Heights 
was foreign born, whereas 

Elmhurst — which ranked 
third in the city with a 
foreign-born population of 
77,110 — was 71 percent for-
eign.

“Other neighborhoods 
— all in Queens — with a 
disproportionate share of 
residents who were foreign-

BY BILL PARRY

Northwestern Queens 
has nearly as many foreign-
born residents as the rest of 
the borough combined with 
422,900, a new report on 
immigrants from the De-
partment of City Planning 
found. 

The heaviest presence 
is in the neighborhoods 
along the  No. 7 subway line 
with Elmhurst having the 
highest share of foreign-
born resident with 71 per-
cent. Corona and Jackson 
Height are right behind in 
second and third place. Six 
out of ten residents of those 
neighborhoods were born 
outside the United States.

The 77,100 immigrants 
who live in Elmhurst repre-
sent the third largest con-
centration in the city. Some 
22 percent are Chinese with 

Ecuadorians and Mexicans 
tied at 11 percent.

Ecuadorians are the 
majority in Jackson Heights 
at 16 percent followed by 
the Colombian commu-
nity’s 13 percent. Corona 
has more Latin American 
immigrants than any other 

Queens neighborhood with 
more Mexicans (15,300) and 
Ecuadorians (14,000) than 
any other neighborhood in 
New York City,

The study, called 
The Newest New York-
ers,  shows a decline in the 
foreign-born population in 

Astoria, particularly that 
of the Greek community ac-
cording to the 2000 Cencus 
and the 2007-2011 American 
Community Survey.  While 
Greeks are still the top for-
eign-born group in Astoria, 
the numbers trace a decline 
in immigration.  But those 
numbers are from 2007-2011 
and may not reflect a re-
cent surge that are fleeing 
the economic turmoil back 
home.

The report also shows 
a stunning decline in the 
numbers of Irish-born resi-
dents in Woodside. Not only 
do the Irish not dominate 
like they did in the 1990s, 
they don’t even make the 
top ten anymore. 

“Oh, I didn’t know 
that — wow,” said Dan 
O’Connor, the co-owner of 
Donovan’s Pub. “I knew it 

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
As the final stop on 

Queens’ International Ex-
press, Flushing serves as 
the epicenter of Asian im-
migration in the borough.

The neighborhood has 
the borough’s largest con-
centration of Asian immi-
grants and has continued to 
see its foreign-born popula-
tion dominate and grow.

Flushing’s foreign-
born population constitut-
ed 67.7 percent of its entire 
population in 2011, accord-
ing to data compiled in the 
2013 Newest New Yorkers 
report from the city De-
partment of City Planning. 
While its total number of 
immigrants — 63,900 — was 
the fourth largest in the 
borough’s neighborhoods, 
it had a higher percentage 
of foreign-born immigrants 
than any other neighbor-
hood in Queens.

There were 2,656 more 
foreign-born immigrants 
in the neighborhood since 
2000, which was a 4.3 per-
cent increase.

Nearly 80 percent of 
the immigrant population 
in Flushing was Asian. 
Chinese foreign-born im-
migrants made up 49 per-
cent of this population. Ko-
reans made up 12 percent 
and Indians make up 6.5 
percent.

The largest non-Asian 
immigrant group in the 
neighborhood were Co-
lombian immigrants, who 
made up 4.1 percent of the 
foreign-born population. No 
other non-Asian, foreign-
born immigrants make up 
more than 2 percent.

Flushing also had the 
largest number of foreign-
born immigrants of any 
neighborhood in northeast 
Queens.

The Flushing com-
munity recently celebrated 
its diversity in origins by 
unveiling a mural called 
“Flushing’s World Fair” at 
the 40th Road entrance to 
the Flushing-Main Street 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Guyanese migrat-
ing from Richmond Hill 
to South Ozone Park pro-
pelled the neighborhood 
into the top immigrant-
adding neighborhood in the 
borough.

Surveys taken in 2000 
and 2007 through 2011 show 
South Ozone Park’s foreign-
born population increased 
14.5 percent from 39,899 to 
45,681. The most current 
statistics included in the 
Department of City Plan-
ning’s “Newest New York-
ers” report indicate that 
58.3 percent of the neigh-
borhood was born outside 
America, with 46.5 percent 
of its immigrant population 
hailing from Guyana.

The neighborhood also 
drew in Caribbean immi-
grants of Asian descent, 
with 14.4 percent of its for-
eign-born population from 
Trinidad and Tobago, 3.7 
percent from the Domini-
can Republic, 3 percent 
from Jamaica and 1.8 per-
cent from Colombia.

“As with Guyanese im-
migrants, Trinidadian and 
Tobagonian immigrants 
of Asian and African de-
scent each had a preferred 
borough of residence. 
Queens accounted for the 
overwhelming majority 
(73 percent) of New York’s 
Trinidadian and Tobago-
nian immigrants of Asian 
descent, while Brooklyn 
settled nearly two-thirds of 
those of African descent,” 
the report noted.

South Ozone Park has 
a large Indian population 
as well, with immigrants 
from the country account-
ing for 5.4 percent of its 
foreign-born population.

To a lesser extent, 
people from Ecuador, Mex-
ico, El Salvador and China 
have found a home in South 
Ozone Park. The report in-
dicates each of those immi-
grant groups accounts for 
less than 4 percent of the 
area’s foreign-born popula-

Babita Lodha worships in front of Shri Shantinath during a cer-
emony at the Jain Center of America in Elmhurst, which is one of 
only a handful of Jain temples in the city.

Victor Tan, 7, pets a lion dancer during a Lunar New Year celebration through Elmhurst.

Asians still 
fl ocking to 
Flushing

Guyanese 
migrate to
S. Ozone

Elmhurst has most foreign-born residents

Queens even more diverse
City study fi nds immigrants make up larger share of neighborhoods

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 44Continued on Page 44 Continued on Page 44
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The city Department 
of Housing has started a 
public process to redevelop 
Flushing’s Municipal Lot 3 
into affordable housing.

Housing’s targeted 
goal for the development is 
to build 100 to 250 units of 
affordable housing on the 
property, which is adjacent 
to Flushing’s Long Island 
Rail Road station on 41st 
Avenue.

The first of three pub-
lic meetings for the proj-
ect’s community visioning 
process took place Dec. 18 
and was attended by rep-
resentatives of elected of-
ficials, Housing, the City 
Planning Commission, the 
city Department of Trans-
portation, and a number of 
nonprofits.

The city committed 
to the project Oct. 9, the 
same day the City Council 
passed the Willets Point re-
development, according to 
the office of Councilwoman 

Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), who pushed for 
more affordable housing to 
be built as part of the plan 
to redevelop the blighted 
area. The city also agreed 
to an affordable housing 
development in Corona, at 
54-16 101st St.

“As part of my negotia-
tions on the Willets Point 
development, the city had 
agreed to develop new af-
fordable housing in Corona 
and Flushing in addition 
to the affordable housing 
units that will be built at 
Willets Point,” Ferreras 
said in a statement.

Former Borough Pres-
ident Claire Shulman, who 
attended the community 
visioning meeting, said she 
had been advocating for 
this project for years.

“It’s exciting. We’re 
looking forward to doing it 
because the need is so great 
in Flushing where all the 
people who work in those 
shops and restaurants need 
some place to live. So we’re 

looking forward to mak-
ing that project work,” she 
said.

Shulman said afford-
able housing at the Munici-
pal Lot 3 location had not 
been a priority until recent-
ly as the city was waiting 
for the Willets Point rede-
velopment to be approved.

“The reason it was 
held off for so long was the 
EDC was promoting the 
Willets Point development 
and the Environmental Im-
pact Statement prevented 
us from moving forward 
on the affordable housing,” 
Shulman said.

Concerns were raised 

at the first community vi-
sioning meeting about the 
157 parking spaces current-
ly in Municipal Lot 3, but 
city representatives said 
they would be working to 
ensure those spaces would 
be preserved, according to 
Ferreras’ office.

“The main things 

people wanted to see were 
more affordable housing 
and a community facilities 
space,” said Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing), 
who had a representative 
attend the meeting. “There 
are issues that obviously 
need to be addressed, in-
cluding replacement park-
ing which I will make a 
priority.”

The community vi-
sioning process will hold 
two more meetings on the 
project — one in Febru-
ary and one in March — in 
order to put together a re-
quest for proposals, which 
will be put out by Housing 
in April.

Housing will then take 
about six months to select 
a developer. The city ex-
pects the actual construc-
tion work will take 18 to 24 
months to complete.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Municipal Lot 3 in Flushing waits as the city Housing Department conducts a public process to devel-
op a plan to turn the lot into affordable housing. Photo by Alex Robinson

HPD to build housing on Flushing’s Muni Lot 3

GRADES 1–12    SAT/ACT/SHSAT PREP    HOMEWORK HELP    YEAR-ROUND PROGRAMS

WE ARE EXPERIENCED MATH SPECIALISTS
For more than 35 years, the Mathnasium Method has transformed the way 

children understand and appreciate math.
+

WE TEACH ALL LEVELS OF MATH ABILITY
Specially trained, caring instructors cater to students who need to catch 

up, as well as advanced students who want to get ahead.
+

PROVEN RESULTS
Our proprietary curriculum is individually customized to address each 

child’s weaknesses and build on each child’s strengths, resulting in better 
grades, higher test scores, and improved academic performance.

BAYSIDE
43-17 Bell Blvd.
(718) 747-MATH

www.mathnasium.com/bayside

FREE ASSESSMENT
An in-depth analysis of your child’s number sense, grade readiness and 

other math strengths and weaknesses.

VISIT US TODAY

Is Your Child Ready for
Common Core Math?

GREAT NECK
11 Great Neck Rd
(516) 482-MATH

www.mathnasium.com/greatneck
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Learning & Fun 
All Rolled Into One!

For Children 2.9 - 5 years Old
Come Visit Our Facilities.

Bring Your Kids & Spend Some Time With Us

REGISTER NOW
FOR SUMMER AND SEPT. 2014

Check our website for  
pricing and schedules

www.crayonboxpreschool.com

Call Ms. Virginia @

718.888.9341
44-10 192nd

Flexible Schedule for Working Families

Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas

w/coupon, exp. 1-20-14

NO-LINE BIFOCALS 
Progressive Lenses 

w/Frames

$9999
Exam Extra

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, Union and Insurance Plans.

COMPLETE PAIR 
OF GLASSES

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

w/coupon, exp. 1-20-14

VARILUX 
PROGRESSIVE 

LENSES

$16999*

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, specials, union or insurance plans... 
Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530 30-730 30-430

SEASON SPECIAL!

FRAMES 
with purchase  

of lenses

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, specials, union or insurance plans...
Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 1

0-
16

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

8

BT

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

631.667.EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

Please register at www.greatbridalextravaganza.com or at the show.

Enjoy a Luxury Bridal Showcase featuring the 
wedding industry’s best professionals 

Sheraton LaGuardia
135-20 39th Avenue
Flushing, NY 11354

Monday
January 13, 2014

6:30–9:30 pm

Great Bridal ExtravaganzaGreat Bridal Extravaganza
Presented by Tradeshow Productions USA

LIVE BAND & DJ PERFORMANCE SEE THE LATEST BRIDAL FASHIONS AND TUXEDOS
THERE WILL BE MANY EXHIBITORS TO HELP YOU WITH YOUR SPECIAL DAY

TWO 8 DAY VACATION GIVEAWAYS TO TWO LUCKY BRIDES AND GROOMS
COMPLIMENTARY FOOD AND DESSERT SAMPLINGS AND A GIFT BAG AT REGISTRATION

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK FOR THE LATEST SHOW UPDATES

KEW GARDENS HILLS — Police foiled an attempted 
burglary at JK Deli in the early hours of Jan. 3.

Police said they arrested five suspects in the act of 
burglarizing the deli, at the corner of 71st Avenue and Kis-
sena Boulevard, just before 3 a.m.

Four of the suspects were on the roof when police said 
they arrived to see a hole in the deli’s ceiling and damage 
to the ATM. The suspects scattered when responding of-
ficers climbed up the hole, police said.

After a brief chase, police found two of the suspects 
hiding in trees near the deli. Another was found in an el-
evator in an adjacent building and the fourth was arrested 
after a brief struggle, police said.

The fifth suspect was waiting in a getaway car not far 
from the deli, the NYPD said.

The suspects allegedly tried to make off with $12,000 
in cash, 3,518 lottery scratch tickets, 162 packs of ciga-
rettes and 49 boxes of cigars, according to the NYPD.

LITTLE NECK — All westbound 
lanes on the Long Island Expressway were 
closed Jan. 2 following a fatal car crash 
that claimed the life of a 31-year-old Long 
Island man.

Police said Andrew Ingordo, 31, was 
killed around 4:50 a.m., when his Ford van 
struck a flatbed truck on the Long Island 
Expressway near Little Neck Parkway,

Police said the truck driver pulled onto 
the shoulder of the westbound Long Island 
Expressway to avoid hitting traffic ahead 
of him. At that point, Ingordo collided with 
the rear of the flatbed truck.

Officers pronounced Ingordo, of Suf-
folk County, dead at the scene of the crash. 

Police said the driver of the truck stayed at 
the scene of the accident to assist with au-
thorities’ investigation.

All westbound lanes of the expressway 
were closed from about 5:45 a.m. to 9:40 a.m. 
due to the investigation, according to the 
state Department of Transportation. The 
department said it believed it was snowing 
lightly at the time of the accident.

A woman who answered the phone 
at Ingordo’s home in the town of River-
head said she was not ready to discuss the 
death.

“We’re all in deep grief right now,” she 
said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Police arrest 5 in Kew Gdns Hills burglary

Police released this photo of an 
ATM that was damaged in an at-
tempted burglary in Kew Gardens 
Hills. Photo courtesy NYPD

JAMAICA HILLS — A Jamaica Hills wom-
an was killed Sunday night when she was hit by 
a car while crossing the street near her home, 
police said.

Mosa Khatun, 38, was crossing the inter-
section of 169th Street and Highland Avenue at 
about 9:10 p.m. when she was hit by a 2004 Nis-
san Pathfinder, police said.

Police said no arrests were made and the in-
vestigation was ongoing.

Woman killed crossing Jamaica Hills street

Mosa Khatun. of Jamaica Hills, was killed 
while attempting to cross the street Sunday 
night. 

L. I. man dies in Little Neck car crash
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BREAKING NEWS

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
The developers of the 

Flushing Commons project 
have opted into a city-run, 
environmental cleanup 
program after low levels of 
contaminants were found 
below Municipal Lot 1 — 
protecting them from fu-
ture enforcement actions 
from city or state environ-
mental agencies.

The mayor’s Office of 
Environmental Remedia-
tion said the plan to reme-
diate conditions at the site 
covers only the first phase 
of the Rockefeller Group’s 
$850 million development 
scheduled to kick off in 
March.

A 2006 investigation by 
Flushing Commons’ engi-
neers found contaminants 
in the soil and groundwa-
ter below the parking lot at 
marginally low levels, but 
because they may pose safe-
ty hazards as construction 
crews excavate and dispose 
of about 178,000 tons of soil, 
the plan lays out guidelines 
for the safe handling of the 
soil.

The city’s voluntary 
cleanup program also of-
fers Rockefeller the guar-
antee that city and state en-
vironmental agencies will 
not pursue enforcement ac-
tions that could delay con-
struction schedules.

The mixed-use de-
velopment will include 
residential, retail and com-
mercial spaces as well as a 
62,000-square-foot YMCA 

and 1,600 parking spaces.
In order to preserve 

the existing 1,144 parking 
spaces on the lot, the con-
struction plan will see work 
done in two phases, with 
the first set to kick off in 
a few months at the south-
east corner of the lot at the 
corner of Union Street and 
39th Avenue.

Tests at the site found 
methyl tert-butyl — a gaso-
line additive commonly 
found as a pollutant in the 
city — the dry cleaning 
solution PERC and metals 
such as lead and nickel in 
the groundwater at levels 
nominally higher than the 
quality standards set by 
the state.

Lead was found in the 
soil at levels deemed safe 
for residential use but too 
dangerous to use in sensi-
tive wetlands or as fill on 
farms.

While the source of the 
contaminants has not been 
determined, it is suspected 
it may have come from a 
1-foot-thick layer of soil fill 
found below the pavement.

Construction plans 
call to dig down about 50 
feet below the surface to 
make room for the under-
ground parking lot, which 
is about 2 to 8 feet below the 
groundwater line.

A 1-foot-thick concrete 
slab at the bottom of the 
basement will be lined to 
keep groundwater out.

Excavation of the land 
is expected to last about 
four months.

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
The developers of 

Flushing Commons have 
cleared their last hurdle 
before going ahead with the 
long-delayed development 
of Flushing’s Municipal 
Lot 1.

Rockefeller and TDC 
Development, part of F&T 
Group, closed on a deal 
with the city to purchase 
the property Dec. 30, a 
day before the deadline. If 
they had not completed the 
agreement by the end of the 
year, they would have had 
to renegotiate the deal with 
the new mayoral adminis-
tration.

The developers can 
now go ahead and start pre-
paring the site for construc-
tion, scheduled to begin in 
March.

“We’re finally here 
after a lot of years. I know 
a lot of people have been 

patient. With the economic 
downturn of the last five 
years, it threw a monkey 
wrench into our plans. We 
had to adapt, but I’m happy 
to say we’re finally doing 
it,” said Michael Meyer, 
head of F&T Group, at a 
Community Board 7 meet-
ing in December.

The $850 million devel-
opment was originally pro-
posed eight years ago and 
passed by the City Council 
in 2010, but faced years of 
delays as the project ran 
into financial trouble.

The multi-use com-
plex will have residential, 
retail and commercial 
space. It will also house a 
62,000-square-foot YMCA 
and 1,600 parking spaces.

The developers’ con-
struction plan will see the 
complex built in two phases 
in order to preserve the ex-
isting 1,144 parking spaces 
on the lot, at the corner of 

39th Avenue and Union 
Street. A four-level under-
ground parking structure 
will be built in the first 
phase to allow for the bulk 
of the above-ground con-
struction to take part in the 
second phase without dis-
rupting available parking.

“We’ll be able to keep 
the 1,144-space car capac-
ity on site while we build,” 
Meyer said. “That’s going 
to benefit the local mer-
chants, which is a concern 
for them.”

“Less construction, 
less congestion, less dis-
placement” was Meyer’s 
motto when he presented 
the final details of the de-
velopment to the CB 7 meet-
ing.

Standard Parking, the 
private firm in charge of 
parking on the property, 
announced there would be 
no charge to park on Mu-
nicipal Lot 1 from the date 

they closed on the property 
until Jan. 15, when drivers 
will be charged $3 for an 
hour, $8 for 12 hours and 
$16 for 24 hours.

These rates have 
caused concern among 
community leaders and 
members of Flushing’s 
business community who 
are worried commuters 
will take advantage of the 
rates, leaving less space for 
Flushing residents to park.

The developers re-
sponded to these concerns 
by saying they are willing 
to work with the commu-
nity on their parking plan 
and that rates could be 
raised eventually to deter 
abuse.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

 Just as the new year 
gets underway, TimesLedg-
er Newspapers takes a 
look back at the best of the 
borough’s theater scene in 
2013.

Next week, the QGuide 

presents its first Queens 
Kudos Awards to those ac-
tors, actresses and direc-
tors who delivered perfor-
mances and productions 
that outshined the rest.

The QGuide will award 

Kudos for outstanding lead 
and supporting actors and 
actresses in musical and 
dramatic categories. The 
top director and best pro-
duction will also be recog-
nized with Kudos.

Check TimesLedger 
Newspapers Jan. 17 and 
online at timesledger.com 
to see who takes home the 
prizes.

Municipal Lot 1 in Flushing waits for construction on the Flushing Commons development to begin now that developers have closed on 
the property with the city. Photo by Christina Santucci

The developers of Flushing Commons have entered into a vol-
untary cleanup program after contaminants were found under 
Municipal Lot 1. Rendering courtesy TDC Development

QGuide to present Queens theater awards

Muni Lot 1 deal reached
Delayed Flushing Commons project gets green light in 11th hour

Developers agree
to cleanup of site
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
As a lifelong researcher and 

educator, Dr. Evangelos Gizis 
was ready to stand in as interim 
president when James Muyskens 
announced his departure from 
Queens College.

Muyskens’ stint as president 
came to a close last week after 12 
years on the job.

The outgoing president over-
saw significant increases in stu-
dent enrollment, the construction 
of a new student residence and 
the renovation of the college’s ex-
isting infrastructure.

Founded in 1937, the Flush-
ing-based college is the fifth old-
est of CUNY’s 23 institutions. 
Queens College had 18,974 stu-
dents enrolled in fall 2013 and was 
recently ranked second on Wash-
ington Monthly’s list of “Best 
Bang for the Buck,” which ranked 
schools nationwide on afford-
ability and quality of education. 
Tuition at Queens College costs 
$5,730 per year for undergraduate 

students who are New York state 
residents.

Gizis said the stature of 
the school had risen during 
Muyskens’ time as president and 
that he hoped he could keep the 
momentum of his predecessor go-
ing.

“I bring experience in ad-
ministration in such positions,” 
Gizis said. “When you bring an 
interim president into the college, 
there is no time for them to learn 
the job, so I bring the necessary 
experience.”

Gizis has had a long career 
at a number of CUNY institutions 
as an administrator since 1973. 
He retired in 2009 and has since 
held a part-time advisory job at 
CUNY’s central office.

A native of Greece, Gizis first 
came to the United States in 1960 
for graduate school. He earned 
his master’s and Ph.D. in food sci-
ence and biochemistry at Oregon 
State University.

He then left the West Coast to 
do research at a number of univer-

sities, including Michigan State 
University. He moved to New York 
City in 1964 to start working as a 
researcher at Queens General 
Hospital, now known as Queens 
Hospital Center, in Jamaica.

Gizis said he was conflicted 
when he first made the jump from 
doing research to being an ad-
ministrator. At first he thought 
he might be able to do both, but as 
time went on, it became clear he 
had to choose one or the other.

“Sometimes I wonder about 
the other road I could have taken, 
but I am very happy with the City 
University and the work we’ve 
been doing here,” he said.

Gizis joined Queens College 
as a vice president in 1986. He 
then moved to Hunter College, 
where he filled a number of ad-
ministrative roles, in 1996.

In 2001, he returned to 
Queens College as interim pro-
vost and later became provost.

The new interim president 
hopes he can build on Muyskens’ 
momentum in many aspects, 

particularly in fund-raising and 
alumni relations.

“The area in which I’m going 
to work is to improve the recruit-
ment, the retention and success 
of the students,” he said. “Also, to 
recruit distinguished faculty who 
also want to be good teachers and 
who are going ahead to look at the 
development of new graduate pro-
grams.”

Although he was honoured 
to serve in the interim position, 
Gizis said he will not be applying 
to become the next president.

“No, not at all. It’s not al-
lowed. The rules of the university 
do not allow it and I have already 
retired. I have decided I would do 
it for a limited period,” he said.

Queens College expects to 
find a new president for the fall 
2014 semester.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.Dr. Evangelos J. Gizis takes the reigns 

at Queens College as interim presi-
dent. Photo courtesy Queens College

Gizis takes over as Queens College interim president
CUNY administrator comes out of retirement to lead Flushing school after James Muyskens’ departure

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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Schools needed but not on Keil land
C

ity Councilman Paul 
Vallone’s (D-Whites-
tone) response (“In-
form people of school 

hearing,” Dec. 27-Jan. 2) to 
my Dec. 6-12 letter “Com-
munity deserved say in 
planned school” was that 
he has been opposed to the 
approved primary school 
on the Keil Bros. property 
in my section of Bayside all 
along. I had heard differ-
ently.

At this point, we must 

move forward rather than 
debate who said and did 
what. I take Vallone at his 
word that he opposes this 
site. Now let him step up to 
the plate and help out the 
Bayside community like he 
helped the Whitestone com-
munity fight a school siting 
that was also going to be in-
correctly placed.

As soon as Vallone is 
sworn in as our new coun-
cilman, I believe his first 
duty is to stop the construc-

tion of the school on the 
Keil property, which is an 
inappropriate site for the 
reasons outlined in my pre-
vious letter.

In addition, the people 
were denied their right to 
speak in opposition to the 
project when the Council 
hearing took place. We 
were never notified a hear-
ing was taking place. This 
is supposed to be a govern-
ment for and by the people. 
The city defaulted on its re-

sponsibility to the people in 
this case.

Let’s see our new 
councilman get some re-
sults, even if it involves go-
ing to court. We need more 
schools, but not on the Keil 
site in between people’s 
backyards.

Mandingo Osceola Tshaka
Bayside

NEW YEAR’S WISH LIST
The new year is the time when many people welcome 

the future with good intentions, but making resolutions 
taxes our moral fiber because they are easily broken.

Here at TimesLedger Newspapers, we’d like to take 
the easy way out and produce a wish list of what we hope 
for in 2014. Then we can sit back and let the movers and 
shakers take the fall for not fulfilling our dreams.

As we compiled the list, a pattern began to emerge. 
In Queens, the forgotten borough in terms of public trans-
portation, most of the recommendations involved routine 
travel by car, bus, subway, railroad and boat:

1. The city Department of Transportation should 
build a multilevel parking garage in Bayside on the site 
of the smaller municipal lot on 41st Avenue to accommo-
date visitors to Bell Boulevard eateries and bars as well as 
Long Island Rail Road commuters.

2. The Rockaway ferry from the peninsula to Brook-
lyn and Lower Manhattan should be made permanent 
with runs five days a week at an affordable fare.

3. Work on the No. 7 subway line signal system should 
be sped up and weekend shutdowns should be suspended 
during major festivals such as the Lunar New Year in 
Flushing.

4. Overpasses should be built over Queens Boulevard 
on at least two heavily trafficked spots to protect pedestri-
ans from being struck. School crossing guards should be 
posted at back entrances to schools on the infamous thor-
oughfare.

5. Add more Select Bus routes to improve service 
between Jamaica and points in northeast Queens, where 
trips can average as much as an hour. Fast forward BRT 
bus proposals for south-to-north travel.

6. The DOT should enforce radar-enforced speed lim-
its on Northern Boulevard, the site of several pedestrian 
fatalities in 2013.

7. Accelerate plans to build a new LIRR station in 
Flushing to replace the eyesore in the community that is 
friendlier to blowing trash than to riders who must climb 
two flights of stairs to get to the platforms.

8. Return a newsstand to the Woodside LIRR-7 station, 
which no longer has a place to buy a hot cup of coffee or a 
newspaper while waiting for the next train.

9. Redesign the off-ramp of the outer roadway from 
the Queensboro Bridge for the safety of drivers and pedes-
trians after several deadly accidents.

10. Change the entrance to the Jackie Robinson from 
the Grand Central Parkway, where the line of cars must 
come to a full halt at a stop sign.
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Legislation must protect houses

S
tate Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) will be 
introducing legisla-
tion in the Senate 

that would allow neighbor-
hood and other civic organi-
zations, as well as individu-
al homeowners, to register 
restrictive covenants and 
other types of deed restric-
tions with the city Depart-
ment of Buildings.

The DOB in turn 
would be required to in-
form homeowners and de-
velopers applying for per-
mits to alter or rebuild on 
the preserved properties of 
the restrictions that exist. 
Those applicants would 
then have to abide by the 
restrictions if a permit 
were to be granted. This 
proposed legislation is re-
ceiving support from civic 
groups and other commu-
nity associations.

All too often, we see 
beautiful, historic homes 
in our communities demol-
ished or altered, resulting 

in a new structure being 
built that is out of context 
with the other homes in 
the neighborhood. The 
rezonings have helped to 
curb this practice, as has 
landmarking homes or dis-
tricts that have a unique 
historical context and/or 
sense of place.

But many homeown-
ers still want to do more 
to ensure that their homes 
are preserved for the fu-
ture after they die or sell 
their property. They have 
great respect for their 
communities and are will-
ing to insert a restriction 
into their deeds that will 
protect their properties 
from inappropriate devel-
opment in years to come. 
Many civic groups also 
think the same way.

The problem up to 
now is just who will be 
enforcing these covenants 
and deed restrictions. Usu-
ally the civic group has to 
take legal action in order 

to enforce these measures. 
Individual homeowners 
have no guarantee that 
their wishes will be car-
ried out once they move 
away or die. By requiring 
the DOB to register these 
restrictions on its website 
and informing permit ap-
plicants of what those re-
strictions are, the wishes 
of those placing the restric-
tions should be followed. 
Responsible realtors and 
homeowners should also 
be informing prospective 
buyers of any restrictions 
on a property before it is 
sold.

Avella’s proposed leg-
islation needs to be passed. 
Protecting homes that 
have historical, architec-
tural, cultural or personal 
importance is important 
in preserving the charac-
ter of the communities.

Henry Euler
Bayside

CEOs have a lot to answer for

I 
need letter writer Ed 
Konecnik to explain 
how the U.S. Consti-
tution and the Bill of 

Rights are being nullified 
by trying to put American 
workers on an equal play-
ing field with CEOs.

I agree with his state-
ment (“People can’t rely on 
gov’t for everything,” Dec. 
20-16) that the top 10 per-
cent of America’s wealthy 
paying 70 percent of the 
country’s taxes is wrong. 
They should pay more, es-
pecially since they own 
more than 80 percent of the 
country’s wealth.

According to the U.S. 
Labor Department, CEO 
pay went up 15 percent last 
year after a 28 percent rise 
the year before. CEO pay 
spiked 725 percent between 
1978 and 2011 while worker 
pay rose just 5.7 percent, 
according to a study by the 
Economic Policy Institute.

The income inequal-
ity between CEOs and 
workers has exploded. Last 
year, CEOs earned 209.4 
times more than work-
ers, compared to just 26.5 
times more in 1978. All 
this despite workers nearly 

doubling their productiv-
ity during the same time 
period when compensation 
barely rose.

Worker productiv-
ity increased 93 percent 
between 1978 and 2011, 
according to the Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis. 
Meanwhile, workers saw 
their inflation-adjusted 
wages fall in recent years 
as corporations postponed 
giving raises while adding 
to their record corporate 
profits.

Konecnik continues 
by asking if anyone with 
an ounce of integrity can 
clarify which international 
law authorizes confisca-
tion of private wealth. That 
is a question he should ask 
the CEOs who have kept 
the American worker from 
earning a decent living 
wage while lining their 
pockets with obscene prof-
its. I cannot speak about in-
ternational laws, but I can 
speak about the universal 
laws of compassion, fair-
ness and human dignity.

The pope knows what I 
am talking about. The pope, 
whom Republicans used to 
hold in high reverence un-

til he condemned them for 
their greed.

Does Konecnik not re-
call the economic collapse 
of 2008? The taxpayer-fund-
ed government bailout of 
companies such as Lehman 
Brothers and AIG that cost 
the average American fam-
ily more than $30,000? Did 
any of the people directly 
responsible go to jail? Were 
any CEOs held account-
able? No.

Wall Street profits 
are at an all-time high yet 
unions are to blame? Look 
off into the horizon: It is the 
next taxpayer-funded bail-
out for banks.

He ends his letter by 
saying “no amount of gov-
ernment redistribution 
can overcome the ultimate 
poverty of spirit.” I would 
like to give him a different 
viewpoint: No amount of 
personal wealth and self-
righteousness can over-
come knowing your fellow 
man is dying of starvation 
while you light a cigar with 
a $100 bill.

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone

Mayor, unions must work together

A
s we begin 2014, we 
also begin under the 
administration of a 
new mayor.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
has his work cut out for 
him, since running this 
city is no easy task. Hope-
fully, he will be able to con-
tinue to keep crime down 
and negotiate fair and liv-
able contracts with all the 
city’s major unions: police, 

fire, sanitation and teach-
ers, as well as Local 237.

The workers of this 
city deserve to have retro-
active pay given to them as 
part of the newly negotiat-
ed contracts. They provide 
essential services to the 
people of this city and thus 
must be properly and fairly 
compensated for their ser-
vices and dedication.

De Blasio needs to be 

willing to work with all 
these unions at the bargain-
ing table and the unions 
need to be flexible in order 
to reach fair and equitable 
agreements.

Welcome and good luck 
to DeBlasio.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

CORRECTION

In the Jan. 3-9, 2014 issue of TimesLedger Newspapers, columnist Tom Allon wrote a piece about the 
city’s public libraries that said the new Donnell Library on 53rd Street in Manhattan would be bookless 
when it reopens in 2015. The New York Public Library said books are central to the design and program-
ming of the new branch.

In the Dec. 20-27, 2013, issue of TimesLedger Newspapers, there was an error in the story on the size of 
the new visitor’s center at Flushing’s historic John Bowne House. The center will be 1,250 square feet. We 
regret the error.

Thank you, Mayor Bloomberg
An open letter to former 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg:

T
hank you for using 
your position and, at 
times, money to walk 
the talk regarding 

your desire to make our 
lives better.

You have made your 
vision a reality in so many 
areas, including crime, 
terrorism, health, hous-
ing, education, parks, jobs 
and tourism. Your 12 years 
have made New York a bet-
ter place to live than it has 
been under previous may-

ors going back 50 years, 
when I first came to this 
city.

Through your work 
with Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly, New York has be-
come the safest big U.S. city. 
Our police have been asked 
by other cities to help train 
their forces. The smoking 
ban, which is surely a fac-
tor in the lengthening of 
New Yorkers’ lives by three 
years, has been copied by 
other cities in the country 
and abroad.

Believing that educa-

tion is an important tool 
in overcoming poverty, 
you have opened education 
doors for many disadvan-
taged youth by closing some 
facilities and establishing 
many charter schools and a 
number of innovative high 
schools.

No mayor is perfect, 
but you deserve a big 
thanks for all you have 
done for New Yorkers.

Joan Lane
Forest Hills
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W
ith the 2014 New 
York state legisla-
tive session about 
to begin, the is-

sue of moving the state po-
litical party primary from 
September to June will be 
one of the important mat-
ters considered by our state 
Legislature.

The major reasons for 
the change at this time is 
that with an earlier prima-
ry it will help give our mili-
tary personnel stationed in 
foreign countries more of 
an opportunity to cast their 
ballots in primary elec-
tions. In recent years there 

has been more interest in 
encouraging members of 
our military to vote in all 
elections.

In addition to increas-
ing military participation 
in the electoral process, 
there are other significant 
reasons for having a June 
primary. First, as things 
stand now, the primary 
election can be said to start 
in January and run un-
til September, a period of 
more than eight months. 
The fall general election is 
only about eight weeks.

Any candidate win-
ning the primary will not 
have enough time to pre-
pare for the general elec-
tion. If a June primary 
is decided on, it will give 
roughly the same amount 
of time to the primary and 
fall general elections.

We had a June prima-
ry up until the 1970s, when 

a September primary was 
adopted. It has been with 
us ever since. There seems 
to be increasing support 
for returning to the former 
system.

By having a June pri-
mary, it would lead to sched-
uling the distributing of 
petitions in April and May 
rather than in June and 
early July, during the peri-
od of intense hot weather. It 
seems that more registered 
voters would participate in 
the system, including cir-
culating and signing peti-
tions, to get candidates on 
the ballot.

In June and July, there 
has been less interest in pol-
itics than in other months. 
In June a higher number of 
voters are not home or are 
involved in family matters 
such as graduations, wed-
dings, anniversary parties 
and vacations. They do not 

have time for politics as in 
other times of  the year.

For our electoral de-
mocracy to work effec-
tively, it needs to be imple-
mented in such a way as to 
encourage maximum par-
ticipation.

The increasingly low 
voter turnout, including 
the recent mayoral cam-
paign, would indicate that 
changes need to be made 
in how the voting system is 
done. We have made chang-
es in state voting by replac-
ing voting machines and 
changes in registration.

Now in New York state 
we need election reform in 

voting scheduling.
Hopefully, this effort 

can be bipartisan and the 
primary date change can 
be made by the Legislature 
and signed into law by the 
governor.

We have waited a long 
time for this change. Now 
is the time.

It could also encour-
age more candidates to 
come forth and run for pub-
lic office or political party 
positions such as district 
leaders or members of the 
county committees.

This year will be a 
long year politically, as the 
emphasis will be on state 

government with all seats 
for state Senate and state 
Assembly up for election. 
The governor and other 
statewide races will be of 
particular interest.

Here in Queens, the 
Democratic Party will be 
attempting to hold on to the 
congressional, Senate and 
Assembly seats it has.

The Republicans 
hold one elective office in 
Queens at this time, a City 
Council seat. They will be 
trying to regain legislative 
seats especially in the Sen-
ate.

After 20 years of Rudy 
Giuliani and Michael 
Bloomberg, we have a new 
Democratic mayor, Bill de 
Blasio. All three of them 
have different ideas as to 
how our city government 
should be run. It will be an 
interesting comparison.

State should readopt June primary election schedule

Queens was still independent of New York City in 1888

W
hen 1888 dawned, 
most locals were 
out for good, inno-
cent, holiday fun. 

A local paper wrote, “Car-
riages commenced to flit 
hither and thither shortly 
after noon and towards 
evening the houses com-
menced to light up and the 
sounds of merry music and 
joyous songs reached far 
out into the starry night 
and told of the happiness 
and enjoyment within.”

Some people celebrated 
the new year in their own 
way. On Steinway Street, 
Max and Christina Half-
mann turned out for a stroll 
on New Year’s Day, the wife 
attired in her husband’s 

clothing. When questioned 
by the deputy sheriff, Mrs. 
Halfmann replied that “the 
big young officer was not 
half a man to object to her 
having a little fun and her 
spouse Max, backed her 
up in her opinion.” Both 
husband and wife spent the 
first day of the new year in 
the county jail.

●

With the slogan “You 
press the button, we do the 
rest,” George Eastman in-
troduced the Kodak cam-
era.

The presidential elec-
tion pitted Republican Ben-
jamin Harrison against 
Democrat Grover Cleve-
land, with Harrison emerg-

ing as the victor, winning 
20 of 38 states, despite los-
ing the popular vote.

On Jan. 12, the School-
house Blizzard struck from 
Texas to the Dakota Terri-
tory, claiming 235 victims, 
many of them children 
on their way home from 
school. Closer to home, 
Katz’s Delicatessen was 
founded on the Lower East 
Side of Manhattan.

●

Queens, not yet incor-
porated into New York City, 
extended from the East 
River to the sedate coun-
tryside that encompassed 
all of present-day Nassau 
County.

In 1888, the docks and 
factories on the East River 
were bustling with indus-
try. On the evening of Jan. 
19, an explosion ripped 
through the Standard Oil 
yards on 10th Street in Long 
Island City. The flames 
quickly spread through the 
refinery, lighting up the 

evening sky for a great dis-
tance. Terrible fires broke 
out along Newtown Creek 
with numbing frequency.

Meanwhile, citing the 
great increase in traffic 
over the nearby Brooklyn 
Bridge, traversed by more 
than 2.6 million people in 
the previous month, the 
Jan. 20 Long Island Weekly 
Star called for a similar 
structure to link the grow-
ing county of Queens to 
the hustle and bustle of 
Manhattan: “... the push-
ing of the Blackwell’s Is-
land [bridge] cannot much 
longer be deferred, as it is 
growing to be an absolute 
necessity ....”

People crossing the 
proposed bridge would visit 

the Steinway section of As-
toria, which was booming 
with local families snap-
ping up lots and building 
homes. The Steinway fam-
ily, after building a piano 
factory in the neighborhood 
in 1870, offered 400 acres of 
land for manufacturing 
and construction of new 
houses. As it was, residents 
could take a short trip on 
the Steinway and Hunter’s 
Point Horse Railroad to 
the Astoria ferry or travel 
through the German Settle-
ment down to the Hunter’s 
Point ferry.

●

Throughout its long 
history, Queens has always 
been a global hub. At Sch-
eutzen Park, German immi-

grants toasted the new year 
and sang along to rousing 
tunes that reminded them 
of home. The park, which 
stood at the southeast 
corner of Broadway and 
Steinway Street, welcomed 
all, from German singing 
groups, African-American 
church outings and presi-
dential candidates stump-
ing for votes.

Ships from all corners 
of the globe tied up at the 
piers of Long Island City, 
carrying materials such as 
wood for Steinway pianos 
and refined oil from the 
Standard yards. At the In-
man and International Of-
fices in Astoria, those with 
an itch to see the world 
could purchase steamship 
tickets to destinations as 
far afield as Liverpool, 
England, and Queenstown, 
Australia.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

COLUMNS

If a June primary is decided on, it will 
give roughly the same amount of time 
to the primary and general elections.

Ships tied up at the piers of Long Island 
City, carrying materials for Steinway 
pianos and oil from Standard yards.

William
Lewis

■

■
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T
he death from the al-
leged hazing of an 
Oakland Gardens 
student of Baruch 

College raises many ques-
tions.

I am familiar with the 
original building of what 
is now a campus around 
East 23rd Street and Lex-
ington Avenue and beyond. 
As an evening session stu-
dent at City College, my 
classes during the usual 
academic year were in the 
main campus buildings in 
Harlem, but in the summer 
semesters, I found classes 
I needed at what was then 
the Business School of City 
College. It became the Ba-

ruch School and then Ba-
ruch College years after my 
graduation.

I remember the slow 
elevators in the original 
building. It seems that has 
not changed. Of course, 
we had no air condition-
ing, but getting those extra 
credits on warm evenings 
was worth it.

The walk along East 
23rd Street to the F train at 
Sixth Avenue was always 
interesting. The trip home 
to Elmhurst was fairly 
quick.

In those days, if there 
were fraternities on cam-
pus, I was too busy to know 
or care about them, since I 
worked full time and took 
as many credits I could get.

I have nothing against 
fraternities or sororities. I 
am not a joiner in the tradi-
tional sense, but I have had 
memberships and some 
board positions in many 
educational, environmen-

tal and other organizations 
when I felt I could be of help 
to them. Listing organiza-
tions I belong to, just for 
effect, has not been my cup 
of tea.

It has always seemed 
to me, however, that some 
clubs’ initiation practices, 
as I have heard about them, 
could be considered what 
we used to quaintly call 
barbaric. Do you really 

need to put a new member 
through such possibly dan-
gerous nonsense? Does that 
show manhood or woman-
hood? Do you become an 
adult only as the result of 
drinking too much, taking 
too much punishment of a 
physical or cerebral kind, 
submitting to some things 
which are close to torture?

If you saw the practic-
es of “savages” doing stuff 

like this, wouldn’t you turn 
away from them in disgust 
rather than emulate them 
in some way?

The death of Chun 
“Michael” Deng has called 
our attention, once again, 
to this kind of deadly non-
sense. State Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Little 
Neck) is leading a move to 
rein in this kind of absur-
dity. About time.

Does a fraternity or 
a sorority need an initia-
tion project for prospective 
members? How about get-
ting them to do some public 
service in their communi-
ties? Working to help the 
poor and needy will make 
them realize there is a bet-
ter way to show their new 
adult status.

Let’s get the Greek so-
cieties in Queens places of 
higher education to lead 
the way. Any volunteers 
out there?

Perhaps those organi-
zations which admit mem-
bers without hazing could 
mentor those that do. That, 
it seems to me, would be a 
public service.

And it would be a true 
remembrance of a bright 
young man who lost his life 
in order to belong.

Read my blog No Holds 
Barred at timesledger.com.

T
he Ozone Park-based 
Indo-Caribbean Al-
liance kicked off the 
new year as a ben-

eficiary of a charity ball 
hosted by two area busi-
ness owners. The group has 
worked on initiatives, such 
as youth mentoring and 
voter registration plans, to 
continue its advocacy work 
though providing spaces 
for the community to come 
together, voter registration 
and serving in an advisory 
role for local youth.

The Platinum Ball, 
hosted by Sandra Nanda-
lall, of Elegant Floral De-
signs, and Shivie Sukhdeo, 
of Platinum Celebrations, 
was held at the Golden 
Terrace Banquet Hall in 

Richmond Hill. ICA was 
not the only beneficiary 
of this event, as Operation 
Dreamcatchers, Three Riv-
ers Kids Foundation and 
Chutney Pride LGBT NYC 
were also selected to ben-
efit from donations. The 
event consisted of a dinner, 
guest appearances from 
performers and a musical 
finale after midnight.

Though this was not 
the first time ICA has 
worked with neighborhood 
businesses, the charity ball 
was the first of its kind in 
the community. Of the two 
entrepreneurs who made 
this event happen, ICA Ex-
ecutive Director Richard 
David said, “We want to 
align ourselves with busi-
nesses that are responsible 
... civic-minded and busi-
nesses that are unique in 
our community.”

David continued, 
“Here are two businesses 
that are doing a really won-
derful thing .... We wanted 

to highlight that.”
Several local business 

have been under fire in the 
past year for their negative 
impact on the community 
as well as irresponsible 
business practices.

Among ICA’s continu-
ing achievements is the 
Indo-Caribbean Collection, 
part of the Lefferts Branch 
of the Queens Library, 
which features works by In-
do-Caribbean authors such 
as V.S. Naipaul and David 
Dabydeen. The collection, 
started in December 2011, 
provides the community 

with novels as well as schol-
arly works on the Indian 
diaspora to the Caribbean.

Continuing on the suc-
cess of this program, ICA 
routinely holds a book club 
for discussions with au-
thors, film screenings and 
discussion of relevant liter-
ary works. This spring, au-
thor Gaiutra Bahadur will 
discuss her book “Coolie 
Woman: The Odyssey of In-
denture” as part of the book 
club.

In an ongoing effort, 
ICA will extend its Youth 
Mentioning Program for a 

fourth year with a cohort of 
15 local students selected for 
guidance, leadership train-
ing and other assistance. 
David noted that the pro-
gram continues to success-
fully push area students to 
achieve educational goals, 
as well as empowerment to 
become involved in their 
community. Adding to that 
is programming to help 
students recognize career 
development goals.

For all students, ICA 
offers tutoring for students 
in Grade 6 to 12 through its 
Middle School Initiative 

and the College Bound high 
school program. Students 
who apply and are accepted 
into these free programs 
also receive exam prepara-
tion, mentoring and access 
to volunteer opportunities.

Though David noted 
that there was a strong 
sense of community and 
pride in Richmond Hill, he 
also noted that the commu-
nity has evolved and needs 
“a secular and cultur-
ally sensitive space to talk 
about how our community 
is changing ... a space like 
that is what ICA hopes to 
foster.”

David said that a gen-
erational divide, in which 
parents and their children 
could share a space a dis-
cuss challenges as well as 
foster solutions, is missing 
in the community.

For more information 
on ICA’s events and pro-
gramming this year, visit 
indocaribbean.org.

Fraternity death of boro pupil was cruel and inhumane

Ozone Park group holds charity ball to usher in ’14

A man walks into Baruch College in Manhattan. A Baruch student from Oakland Gardens died in what 
authorities believe was a hazing ritual last year.

Among the Indo-Caribbean Alliance’s continuing 
achievements is the Indo-Caribban Collection, part of the 

Lefferts Branch of the Queens Library, which features works 
by Indo-Caribbean authors such as V.S. Naipaul and David 

Dabydeen.

New Voices

Kenneth 
Kowald 
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 Apply Now for the Spring 
  or Fall 2014 Semester

Classes Start January 27

   New & Transfer 
Students Welcome

Enrollment Week 
 January 13 - 17   9 am – 5 pm

Magazine Names

One of the Top 35 
   Music Business Programs 

     in the United States 

Columnist hopes his dreams for the new year come true

s the new year be-
gins, I like to cre-
ate a civic-themed 
“wish list” in the 

hope that lawmakers may 
have an epiphany and as-
pire to fulfill these wishes. 
I have kept the list brief this 
year, hoping to improve my 
chances of success.

1. Plead for common 
sense and sanity at the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion.

Last week another ve-
hicle fatality occurred at 
the base of the Queensboro 
Bridge, where a traffic of-
ficer was killed. The outer 
roadway on the Queens-
bound side as it exits the 
bridge rarely saw an acci-
dent until the DOT decided 

to change the configuration 
of this single, stand-alone 
lane.

Since then serious 
accidents have become a 
regular occurrence. Rather 
than restore the roadway 
to its previous “safe” con-
figuration, DOT Commis-
sioner Janette Sadik-Khan 
decided to take this much-
needed lane permanently 
out of service each night.

This closure rep-
resents a 20 percent ca-
pacity reduction of all 
Queens-bound lanes on the 
bridge. The result of this 
ill-conceived decision will 
be more traffic, headaches 
and time lost and another 
good lane rendered useless 
by our bike-worshipping 
commissioner and nemesis 
of city motorists.

In 2014, my wish is that 
Mayor Bill de Blasio selects 
a DOT commissioner who 
will bring common sense 
and sanity to the overtaxed 
and over-tolled motoring 

public.
2. If you can reach it, 

you can prune it.
In 2013, we saw too 

many individuals being in-
jured by fallen tree limbs. 
The time has come to bring 
sanity and common sense 
to the city Parks Depart-
ment and end the crimi-
nalization of tree-pruning 
homeowners who wish to 
maintain the city’s neglect-
ed street trees in front of 
their homes.

After all, they have a 
vested interest in keeping 
their sidewalks and water 
and sewer lines from crack-
ing and having branches 
fall onto their properties, 
causing damage and in-
jury to people. The Parks 
Department’s failure to 
modify its rules has made 
outlaws out of responsible 
homeowners who want to 
prune dangerous branches.

My 2014 wish: If you 
can reach, you can prune it 
without a permit.

3. Prohibit politicians 
from using campaign funds 
to pay their legal fees.

Using taxpayer-pro-
vided campaign funds to 
pay for lawyers so politi-
cians can defend them-
selves against charges of 
corruption or malfeasance 
is grossly inappropriate.

Let’s stop that practice 
and, while we are it, let’s 
garnish the wages of poli-
ticians who refuse to pay 
fines imposed for illegally 
plastering campaign signs 
on public property.

Ex-city Comptroller 
John Liu has used legal 
technicalities for years to 
avoid paying his $500,000 
penalty.

4. End the inherent con-

flict of interest between gov-
ernment and public sector 
unions.

Whose interests are 
served when politicians 
who use union contribu-
tions and union manpower 
to get elected are the same 
politicians negotiating 
those same union contracts 
with the city?

As long as politicians 
are allowed to accept money 
and resources from unions 
to get elected, the taxpay-
er’s interest is not being 
served. Are you listening, 
de Blasio?

5. A cure for political 
correctness and racial poli-
tics.

Let’s resist the urge 
to play the race and eth-

nic blame game in every 
incident involving indi-
viduals of different racial 
backgrounds. Let’s refrain 
from calling others racist 
because they disagree with 
your point of view.

Racial politics is insid-
ious and inflammatory and 
silences open debate and 
mutual understanding, es-
pecially when it is done by 
politicians. Whenever the 
urge strikes to reduce a sit-
uation to racial labels, stop 
and think about how many 
people you happily inter-
acted with today who were 
not the same color, nation-
ality or religion as you.

My 2014 wish is that we 
all resist the media-driven 
impulse to define people 
and their actions by these 
labels.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and a civic leader.

On Point
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Several teachers at the 
High School for Construc-
tion Trades, Engineering 
and Architecture have 
started a scholarship fund 
to honor a graduate who 
died in a remote-controlled 
model helicopter accident 
late last summer.

The Roman Pirozek 
Memorial Scholarship has 
amassed about $1,500, but 
Brad Shenkman, a global 
and American history 
teacher, said he and his col-
leagues hope to raise $5,000 
before they award the first 
scholarship this June.

“I wanted to do some-
thing nice for the family. 
A fellow colleague said we 
should do a no-shave No-
vember,” Shenkman said 
of a fund-raising technique 
where participants do not 
shave for a month and give 
the money they would have 
spent on razors and shav-
ing cream to charitable 

causes while drawing at-
tention to the initiatives. “I 
said, ‘Let’s do it for Roman.’ 
And that’s how it all got 
started.”

Roman Pirozek Jr., a 
Woodhaven resident, was 
attempting to complete a 
stunt with a model helicop-
ter in Calvert Vaux Park 
in Brooklyn when the ma-
chine turned toward him 
and its 3-foot long blades 
sliced off the top of his head 
and part of his shoulder, 
police said. Officers pro-

nounced him dead at the 
scene. He was 19.

Shenkman said the 
staff is still deciding what 
criteria they will use to se-
lect a recipient for the schol-
arship. He said it will ben-
efit a CTEA student bound 
for college, but he was not 
sure if they would focus on 
rewarding students with 
leadership skills or aspira-
tions to work in construc-
tion — two characteristics 

he said epitomized Pirozek.
Pirozek won the Harry 

van Arsdale Award from 
Local 3 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Engineers and worked at 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport handling 
cargo for Saudi Arabia Air-
lines, British Airways and 
Iberia Airlines, according 
to Shenkman. The teacher 
said he took an apprentice-
ship with Local 15 of the 

International Union of Op-
erating Engineers.

Pirozek was known 
as an avid master of model 
helicopters and had picked 
up the hobby from his fa-
ther, vice president of the 
Seaview Rotary Wings 
chapter of the Academy of 
Model Aeronautics Charter 
Club.

Shenkman said he 
grew close to the Pirozek 
family after he took a group 
of 23 students to Paris, in-
cluding Roman Pirozek and 
his sister, Amy Pirozek.

“He was a leader. 
Whenever I needed to count 
the kids, he would count 
them all, make sure we’re 
all together,” Shenkman 
said. “He was just a great 
person, fun to be around, 
joke around with, but he 
knew when to get serious.”

The Pirozek family 
was touched by the teach-
ers’ efforts.

“I told them what I was 
doing and we all started 

crying,” Shenkman said. 
“In my 12 years of teaching, 
having him die was one of 
the hardest things I’ve had 
happen.”

Shenkman said he 
is accustomed to having 
a beard and felt a little 
strange shaving it off at the 
beginning of the month. 
His usually clean-shaven 
colleagues complained 
about their faces itching 
when the hair first began 
to sprout.

Now that the no-shave 
fund-raiser has concluded, 
Shenkman said teachers 
at the Ozone Park school 
are planning a spring fund-
raiser, which will feature a 
buffet dinner, 50/50 raffles 
and possibly a silent auc-
tion.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

High School for Construction Trades, Engineering and Architecture 
teachers give up shaving to raise money for the Roman Pirozek 
Memorial Scholarship. Photo courtesy Matthew DiMella

Memorial scholarship to honor Woodhaven teen

ROMAN PIROZEK
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Brought To You By

We are a dedicated, caring Bank that is committed to the
success of our customers and the well-being of our community. We make a

difference in each community we serve, and we wouldn’t have it any other way.

Brought To You By

COMMUNITY
MINDED BANKING

COMMUNITY
MINDED BANKING

MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM
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VISIT THE WEBSITE:

BaysideLittleLeague.com
FOR THE APPLICATION AND INFO

The Club House 
25-32 168th Street 

Lower Level

The League 
that feels 

all children 
should be playing 

and having fun

Starting January 4th 
every Monday Evening 7–8 pm 

Saturday afternoon 11:30 am–12:30 pm 
through January 25th.

Baseball for boys and girls

Girls softball available 
for ages 10 and up

REGISTRATION
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Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Ken Maldonado
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

When Ramya Ramana 
first started writing poetry 
as a child, it was just a form 
of escapism.

But in recent years, 
spoken word has become 
something more for the St. 
John’s University freshman 
who performed at Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s inaugura-
tion. She now uses spoken 
word to spread a message of 
social justice.

“There are still a lot 
of people in society who 
are being oppressed and 
marginalized,” Ramana 
said about the poem she 
read at the inauguration.  
“I wanted to give a voice to 
the under-represented and 
highlight those people who 
are overlooked. They are 
the main population, espe-
cially in New York City.”

Ramana, who was born 
in Flushing and moved to 

Long Island when she was 
3, became the city’s 2014 
youth poet laureate in Oc-
tober when she won a slam 
poetry contest put on by 
nonprofits NYC Vote and 
Urban Word NYC.

“I always loved poetry. 
I don’t think I chose poetry. 
It was just what I needed,” 
she said. “It was just my 
own thing.”

She first started at-
tending workshops with Ur-

ban Word NYC, a nonprofit 
that offers teens free poetry 
workshops, in her sopho-
more year of high school. 
Through the program’s 
mentorships, she discov-
ered ways to combine her 

passion for activism with 
her love of poetry.

“Social justice has al-
ways been my passion, but 
I never felt knowledgeable 
enough to talk about it,,” 
she said. “But once I let go of 
that fear I was able to craft 
how I felt in my work,.”

Ramana’s perfor-
mance at the new mayor’s 
inauguration was her first 
as the city’s 2014 youth poet 
laureate. She wrote the 
poem she recited especially 
for the day.

“It was humbling and 
honouring. Beforehand, I 
was worried about being 
nervous, but then when 
I went there, I connected 
with people,” she said. “It 
was a reminder and convic-
tion not only of art, but of 
change in society and how 
we’re ready for that.”

She said she was over-
joyed to hear the Democ-
racy Now public radio show 

describe her as an activist 
as she had always modestly 
thought of herself as an “as-
piring activist.”

Ramana said she is 
now working on a book of 
poetry she will write as the 
youth poet laureate. She is 
also busy setting up speak-
ing engagements at high 
schools. She studies phi-
losophy, government and 
politics at SJU.

When asked what 
words of advice she might 
have for young aspiring 
poets, she said, “Believe 
that our hearts and our 
human[ity are]  far bigger 
than the oppression. The 
system can be conquered. 
Believe in love. God is not 
only watching over but is 
actually with us. Never let 
anything steal your hon-
esty — it will heal you and 
others in the process.”

The city’s 2014 youth poet laureate, Ramya Ramana, performs a poem she wrote at Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s inauguration. Photo courtesy Rob Bennett for mayor’s office

SJU freshman performs at de Blasio’s inauguration
City Youth Poet Laureate Ramya Ramana uses poetry to spread message of change and social justice
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7174-12/13

Borrow a 

Google Nexus 

Tablet at  

Queens Library!

FREE!
Easy to use, for  
beginners and  
experienced users.

Take it home. 

Discover!

Explore! 

www.queenslibrary.org
Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system.

Thank you Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, the  

New York Department of State and Google Inc. for donating 

Google Tablets to Queens Library for customers to borrow.

Available at: 
Queens Library at Arverne  

312 Beach 54 Street

Queens Library at Broad Channel 

16-26 Cross Bay Boulevard

Queens Library at Far Rockaway 

1637 Central Avenue

Queens Library at Howard Beach 

92-06 156th Avenue

Queens Library at Seaside  

116-15 Rockaway Beach Boulevard

Queens Library for Teens  

2002 Cornaga Avenue

Queens Library at Peninsula  

92-25 Rockaway Beach Boulevard
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A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION JAN. 10-16, 2014

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO APPLY 
FOR SPRING 2014

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364

For more information and to apply visit 

www.qcc.cuny.edu/Admissions

A college education is 
a lifelong investment. Col-
lege graduates are more 
likely to be employed and 
earn more throughout the 
course of their lives, accord-
ing to a recent report by the 
College Board. While the 
benefits of a college educa-
tion may be clear, figuring 
out the true cost and how 

to pay for it isn’t always as 
obvious.

Today, college-bound 
students and parents face 
lots of questions in deter-
mining how to pay for col-
lege. An early step in the 
process should be deter-
mining the difference be-
tween the published cost 
of attending a particular 

school and the available 
scholarships or financial 
aid from the school. This 
is called the net price of at-
tending a university. Most 
colleges have a net price 
calculator on their websites 
to assist in this determina-
tion. Additionally, students 
and parents should try and 
forecast the true cost of col-

lege beyond courses and 
textbooks — including all 
the unforeseen costs, such 
as supplementary study 
materials, transportation, 
technology, extracurricu-
lar activities, any of which 
can push students and par-
ents into unexpected debt.

Eighty-one percent of 
parents plan to help pay 

for their children’s college 
education, but a willing-
ness to pay doesn’t always 
correspond to an ability 
to pay, according to an an-
nual survey commissioned 
by Discover Student Loans. 

Scholarships, grants and 
savings can help cover some 
expenses, but student loans 
can be needed to help cover 
the full cost of attendance. 
It’s important for students 

Finding the true cost of a 
COLLEGE EDUCATION

Continued on Page 26
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and parents to understand 
their options and carefully 
compare federal and pri-
vate student loans so they 
can choose the loans that 
best fit their needs.

Tips for paying for a 
higher education

A few additional tips 
students and parents should 
keep in mind when navigat-
ing the college financial aid 
process include:

• Maximize free money: 
Grants, scholarships and 
other free financial aid can 
help students pay for some 
college costs. Resources 
such as StudentLoan.com 
and Studentaid.ed.gov can 
help students and parents 
identify and apply for im-
portant free money. When 
considering the full mix of 
financing options, families 
should compare federal and 
private student loans in-
cluding interest rates and 
origination fees.

• Have a continuous 
and honest dialogue with 
each other: The financial 
aid process can be over-
whelming. It’s essential 
that college-bound students 
and their parents know 
their respective responsi-
bilities and roles in paying 
for college. Parents should 
talk with their kids about 
what’s important, their fi-
nancial limits and where 
the money is coming from, 
and then designate who 
will pay for what expenses.

• Know when to re-
quest a professional judg-
ment: If a parent loses his 
or her job or has his or her 
wages reduced, then he or 
she can ask the university’s 
financial office for a pro-
fessional judgment review. 
During this process, the 
financial aid office may 
consider the projected year 
income as opposed to prior 
year income, which could 
result in possible increases 
in financial aid awards and 
a reduction in the expected 
financial contribution from 
the parents and student.

A practice that was 
once frowned upon, many 
schools are now encourag-
ing students to bring their 
own tablets, smartphones 
and notebook computers 
into the classroom to im-
prove student learning op-
portunities. With the rise 
of Bring Your Own Device 
(BYOD) programs, many 
parents are wondering how 
they can ensure their child 
has the most appropriate 
technology to help them suc-
ceed. The upcoming holiday 
season is a great opportu-
nity to find the right device 
for your child.

If your student has the 
opportunity to participate 
in a BYOD program this 
year, you may have ques-
tions about the program 
and how you can ensure 

your child is as successful 
as possible. Read on to learn 
more about BYOD and what 
you can do to support your 
child’s learning in the digi-
tal world.

What is a BYOD 
program? 

BYOD’s core appeal 
is that it enables schools to 
have personalized, one-to-
one learning programs with 
greater student engagement 
and accountability, while al-
lowing students and parents 
the freedom to choose the 
device that best meets their 
child’s individual needs.

What device should 
I get for my child? 

Unlike school clothes, 
if you choose to invest a 
little more in a device, you 

won’t have to replace it next 
fall. For example, a Note-
book/convertible UltraBook 
or two-in-one device with 
an Intel core processor and 
Windows 8 operating sys-
tem grows with students as 
their learning needs evolve 
- it’s an investment your 
child can benefit from for 
many years. A 2 in 1 device 
allows your child to switch 
between a tablet and laptop, 
depending on their needs 
for the school project at 
hand. These devices weigh 
less than 4 pounds, so they 
won’t overload your child’s 
backpack. They also have 
the battery strength to keep 
going strong until the final 
bell. Your child might also 
enjoy a device that allows 
her to draw, write, high-
light, annotate and more 

on her digital touchscreens 
in a natural manner. Intel-
powered Windows 8 tablets 
come with a new generation 
of “pens,” which engage stu-
dents in learning and allow 
educators to maximize the 
versatility and benefits of 
the technology they’re al-
ready using.

Another device option 
is a Chromebook, which 
can provide your child with 
a full Internet browsing 
experience at a lower cost. 
Although Chromebooks are 
limited in the types of appli-
cations and software they 
can run, they allow students 
to do real time collaboration 
and share their work with 
the world on the Web. They 
also have the flexibility to 
be personalized by each stu-
dent or teacher.

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

College 

The Mary Louis Academy
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You'll go from good to great.

Continued from Page 25
Maximizing your child’s 

learning with technology
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St.AgnesHS.org

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission
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2011 National Blue Ribbon School
P.S. 130 Queens

Early Childhood School for Science and Technology
200-01 42nd Avenue 
Bayside, NY 11361

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, January 23, 2014

9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

The Kindergarten application process beings January 13, 2014 
and ends on February 14, 2014. All applications must be submitted online 

at www.nyc.gov/schools/kindergarten, or in person at an 
Enrollment Offi ce (30-48 Linden Place Flushing ) or by phone at 718-935-2400. 

Be sure to get a receipt! Interpretation services will be available in 150 languages.

Visit us on the web at www.ps130q.org
For more information, call P.S. 130 at 718–357–6606

Michelle Contratti
Principal

Laurie Careddu
Assistant Principal

We Look Forward To Meeting You!
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
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! Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030

START 2014 
WITH

START 2014 
WITH
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

TO CHOOSE FROM!
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
An arm of the Rev. Floyd 

Flake’s Allen AME Church 
turned over a pair of derelict 
apartment buildings to a Brook-
lyn-based nonprofit developer 
several months ago after it failed 
to renovate them under a city-
run affordable housing program, 
TimesLedger Newspapers has 
learned.

In June, Flake’s Allen Af-
fordable Housing Development 
Fund Corp. sold two southeast 
Queens buildings that had ap-
peared on the city public advo-
cate’s slumlords list to the Mu-
tual Housing Association of New 
York, a Brooklyn-based developer 
that took over the gut-rehabilita-
tion agreement Allen Affordable 
made with the city Department of 
Housing Preservation and Devel-
opment in 2006, property records 
show.

A spokesman for the depart-
ment said Allen Affordable’s proj-
ect stalled due to capacity issues 
and challenges with tenants, and 
the two partners agreed that in 
the interest of moving the project 

forward a new developer should 
be brought in.

Records show the construc-
tion delays caused HPD to pull 
the federal funding allocated to 
Flake’s group, and the Brooklyn-
based non-profit  is currently 
working on the renovations with 
most of the funding provided by a 
private partner.

Since at least 1997 the city 
housing agency had considered 
Flake, who at that point was leav-
ing Congress, as a prospective 
developer  to take over the two 
buildings — one at 107-05 Sutphin 
Blvd., and the other at 89-06 138th 
St. — under its Neighborhood 
Redevelopment Program, which 
allows the department to sell city-
owned buildings to community-
based nonprofits to rehab and 
operate as rent-stabilized, low-
income housing.

In 2006, the City Council 
and the Mayor’s Office of Con-
tract Services  signed off on the 
department’s proposal to sell the 
two properties and an adjacent 
vacant lot to Allen Affordable for 
$3. The department loaned the 
developer $2,377,655 to perform 

a gut rehabilitation on the build-
ings — nearly two-thirds of which 
came from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment’s HOME Investment Part-
nership Program, records show.

But when Allen Affordable 
failed to begin construction by 
a deadline set by HUD, the city 
pulled the federal funds rather 
than lose them.

“[T]his project has had a 
long history and a construction 
start continues to elude the city 
and designated developer for 
this project,” Adolfo Carrion, the 
Bronx politician and HUD’s re-
gional administrator at the time, 
wrote in a December 2010 letter 
that was obtained by TimesLedg-
er Newspapers.

“To avoid the loss of the fiscal 
year 2005 funds reserved for this 
project to another jurisdiction, 
the funds were cancelled by the 
city in HUD’s IDIS system so the 
city could reallocate those funds 
to other projects able to meet the 
HOME expenditure deadlines.”

Allen Affordable struggled 
to relocate some of the buildings’ 
tenants, in particular Freder-
ick Jones, an Army veteran who 
lived in the Sutphin Boulevard 
building and worked as the su-
perintendent when it was owned 
by the city.

Jones refused to temporarily 
relocate in order to clear the way 
for construction, claiming the al-
location of federal funds entitled 
him and other tenants to further 
assistance beyond relocation.

 “Where is the reimburse-
ment for advisory services? For 
social workers? Reimbursement 
for hardships? You can’t just dis-
place somebody with no support-
ive services,” he said.

Harold Flake, son of the min-
ister and Allan Affordable’s vice 
president of real estate, said the 
nonprofit tried its best to accom-
modate Jones.

“We did everything we could 
to work with Mr. Jones and of-
fered him several relocation op-
tions, but if someone doesn’t want 
to move, then they’re not going to 
move,” he said.

Jones took his case to court, 
filing several lawsuits claiming 
Allen Affordable and the govern-
ment agencies had wilfully ne-
glected him. In a motion dismiss-
ing one of the suits, Brooklyn 
Federal Judge Raymond Dearie 
wrote that Jones’ “repetitive and 
meritless” filings were only de-
laying his own goal of finding 
suitable housing and warned the 
court could prevent him from fil-
ing future complaints without a 
judge’s permission.

REV. FLOYD FLAKE

Rev. Floyd Flake loses SE Queens housing project

SPA  &  HAIR  SALON

HAIRDRESSER WANTED

SPECTACULAR BEAUTY NIGHTS!
SPECIAL PRICING

7pm-12Midnight Tuesday-Saturday
Keratin Treatment $99*

European Hair Color $35*
Japanese Straightening $99*

*by appointment only

WINTER SPECIALS
Special Pricing

9am-7pm Tuesday-Saturday
9am-6pm Sunday

Wash and Blow Dry $20*
Haircut with Blow Dry $30*

Perm with Cut and Blow Dry $75*
European Hair Color Touch-up $35*

1 ½ Hour Facial $50
1 Hour Massage $50

Cavi-Lipo Cellulite Treatment**
*with selected hairdresser only

**the most advanced ultrasound system

OPEN 6 DAYS  Tue-Sat: 9am-7pm  (7pm-12midnight by appointment only)  Sun: 9am-6pm

718.767.8655
152-67 10th Avenue 

Whitestone, NY 11357

In Mall Area 
Plenty of FREE PARKING 

Next to Waldbaum’s
Gift Certifi cates Available!

Continued on Page 44
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Two Flushing Korean non-

profits which have a shared mis-
sion of empowering children, 
women and families affected by 
domestic violence, merged last 
week.

The Korean American Fami-
ly Service Center and the Women 
in Need Center signed an affilia-
tion agreement Jan. 2, bringing 
the boards and staff of both orga-
nizations under one roof.

“We view the combined 
strengths of our organizations 
as truly collaborative as well as 
innovative, with more opportuni-
ties to provide better, comprehen-
sive services to our clients,” said 
Dr. Eun Sook Bang, board chair-
man of WINC.

The merger is a historic one 
for Flushing’s Korean communi-
ty, which has not seen an affilia-
tion of this sort between two non-
profits before, said Hellen Kim, 
manager of community relations 
for KAFSC.

“It’s actually unprecedented 
that two nonprofit orgs would look 

to unite their strength through a 
merger. It historically hasn’t hap-
pened and it’s a good sign that the 
Korean community is moving for-
ward,” she said.

The combined entity will 
continue under the name of the 
larger KAFSC. The merger will 
combine the two organizations’ 
structures, budgets, resources 
and programming.

Both organizations acknowl-
edge they are not the same but do 
similar work, and that by combin-
ing their resources and strengths,  
they will be able to increase their 
capacity to help those in need.

“We know each organization 
will have to lose a bit of its iden-
tity to merge and create the next 
organization,” Kim said.

KAFSC has provided coun-

seling services and community 
education programs for families 
affected by domestic violence 
since it was founded 25 years 
ago. It has a number of different 
educational programs for adults, 
children and youth seeking help 
or refuge from violence.

KAFSC said it served 1,800 
individuals in fiscal year 2013. 
The organization has a bilingual 
hotline, 718-460-3800, which is 
open 24 hours a day.

WINC has served as an emer-
gency shelter for battered women 
and children for 21 years. WINC 
also offers counseling and advo-
cacy services.

“We value WINC’s staff and 
shelter services greatly and they 
will always be a great asset to 
the community, broadening our 
ability to serve more women and 
children in need,” said Sarah BJ 
Sung, the KAFSC board chair-
woman.

Now that the two are merged, 
KAFSC has said that it intends to 
use its funding to pay off the re-
maining mortgage on the shelter.

The new organization will be 

headed by Jungsook Grace Yoon. 
KAFSC’s board chairwoman, 
Sarah BJ Sung, will be head of 
the combined board, which will 
have 23 members.

Both organizations will have 
the same contact information for 
the first three months while the 
transition takes place. WINC’s 
staff will be moving to the same 
building KAFSC occupies in 
Flushing Jan. 15.

The location for both orga-
nizations is confidential, as they 
deal with victims of domestic 
abuse.

Representatives from both 
organizations assured that ser-
vices currently being received by 
individuals at either organization 
will not change.

Board members also an-
nounced a $100,000 donation to 
the new combined organization 
by a donor who wished to be anon-
ymous.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

Board members from the Korean American Family Service Center and the Women 
in Need Center partake in a historic merger. Photo by Alex Robinson

Korean nonprofi ts combine in historic merger

Our Technicians 
Are Proven Pros 

With Certifi cation 
From ASE And 

N.Y. State 
Recognized

NYS
INSPECTION

STATION

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto 
Repair Service Station 

Please Call 
The BBB (212) 533-6200 

MEMBER OF 
BETTER 

BUSINESS 
BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

WINTER SPECIAL BRAKE SERVICE 
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

New Anti-Freeze

Battery Pads or Reline Shoes

Dex Cool Anti-Freeze Add $10.00

Only 

$24
Reg. $29.95

$79 $99
$49

Dex-Cool 
Add $10

Most Foreign & 
Domestic Cars 
Includes:  
IO Point Safety 
Check and Up To 5 
Quarts Motor Oil

Rotate tires 
$10.00  extra

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.10.14

$20 
Additional For 
Semi-Metallic

TONY PANVINI,
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.10.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.10.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.10.14

Serving
Bayside 
For Over
25 Years
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

An armed robbery 
suspect who was shot while 
Nassau police officers were 
attempting to apprehend 
him in Jamaica Estates 
Sunday afternoon was 
charged with attempted 
murder of a police officer 
after he allegedly pinned 
one cop with his vehicle 
while trying to flee, accord-
ing to court documents 
filed by the Queens district 
attorney’s office.

Muhammad Ali, 21, 
was arraigned in Queens 
Criminal Court Wednes-
day and ordered held with-
out bail in connection with 
attempted murder and at-
tempted assault charges, a 
Queens DA spokeswoman 
said.

Four plainclothes 
Nassau County Bureau of 
Special Operations offi-
cers had located Ali, who 
was wanted in connection 
with an armed robbery in 

Hicksville, L.I., earlier in 
the week, in front of 178-
10 Wexford Terrace at 4:40 
p.m., authorities said.

Ali was getting in a 
2004 Lincoln LS sedan when 
the officers pulled up with 
a Dodge Charger in front 
of and a Jeep alongside the 
vehicle Ali was driving, the 
criminal complaint said.

After the officers iden-
tified themselves and dis-
played their police shields, 
Ali allegedly refused to get 
out of his car and began 
driving forward and back-
ward, hitting parked cars 
in front of and behind him 
before turning the wheel to-

ward the cops and pinning 
Officer Nicholas Brando 
between his vehicle and the 
police’s Dodge Charger, the 
complaint said.

Ali then allegedly re-
versed onto the sidewalk, 
hit another car and then be-
gan to drive toward Officer 
Kevin Higbie, who then shot 
Ali in the chest, according 
to Nassau police and the 
criminal complaint.

Ali was taken to Jamai-
ca Hospital to be treated for 
non-life threatening inju-
ries and Brando, whose legs 
were injured, was brought 
to North Shore Hospital in 
Manhasset, L.I., according 
to the NYPD, Nassau Police 
Department and the court 
document.

Brando’s legs were 
crushed in the incident, 
according to the criminal 
complaint, and a spokes-
man for the Nassau Police 
Department said Wednes-
day that he was still recov-
ering in the hospital.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Less than three 
months after those pushing 
to authorize casino expan-
sion in the state touted Re-
sorts World as the epitome 
of the industry’s economic 
benefits, the South Ozone 
Park business closed its Aq-
ueduct Buffet restaurant.

Resorts World shut-
tered Aqueduct Buffet, at 
110-00 Rockaway Blvd., 
Monday. About 175 employ-
ees were informed of the 
decision and laid off early 
that morning, according to 
Kerri Lyon, a spokeswoman 
for the racino.

“We have made the dif-
ficult decision to close the 
Aqueduct Buffet because it 
never caught on with our 
customers and has con-
sistently lost money since 
we opened two years ago,” 
Lyon wrote in an e-mail.

Laid-off workers may 
receive up to five weeks of 

severance pay depending 
on their position and length 
of employment. They will 
also be compensated for un-
used sick and vacation days 
and four months of family 
medical coverage.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo Jr. (D-Howard Beach) 
said the Hotel and Motel 
Trades Council, which rep-
resents Resorts World staff, 
was trying to help the laid-
off workers find jobs.

The Hotel and Motel 
Trades Council did not re-
turn requests for comment 
before press time.

Lyon said the buffet’s 
failure had nothing to do 
with Resorts World sign-
ing a new contract with the 
union in late October.

At the time, the union 
described the agreement as 
a “landmark” contract that 
“sets the standard for gam-
ing employees statewide.”

The three-year con-
tract raised the average 

hourly wage of 1,400 work-
ers from $10.15 to $19.91 
and included stipulations 
that would have a majority 
of employees making more 
than $60,000 annually by 
the end of the agreement, 
according to a union press 
release.

The release included 
quotes from state Assem-
bly Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(D-Manhattan) and upstate 
state Sen. John Bonacic 
(R-Mount Hope) using the 
contract to argue for casino 
expansion.

Addabbo said he did 
not agree with the decision 
to close the buffet and urged 
Resorts World President 
Edward Farrell to consider 
creating a new restaurant 
in its place.

“My request to Ed Far-
rell was, ‘Don’t do anything 
with the buffet site just 
yet... let’s see what we can 
do for food service there,’” 
Addabbo said

Authorities tape blocks off the 
snow-covered sidewalk. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Resorts World shutters buffet, 
 closure puts 175 out of work

Offi cer pinned between two cars 
in Jamaica Estates suspect arrest

YOU MAY 
QUALIFY FOR AN 
INVESTIGATIONAL 
FLU STUDY  
NEAR YOU.

ARE YOU EXPERIENCING:
Fever?
Cough, Sore Throat or Nasal Obstruction?
Fatigue, Headache, Muscle Pain?

www.InfluenceStudy.com
Participants will be compensated for time and travel.

A GLOBAL
FLU STUDY

CALL

646-361-4059

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
Community newspapers.

-Weekly Bannered directory
-Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

M E DICAL  RE SEARCH  GUIDE
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Make Queens Safer is 

growing in numbers and 
increased visibility.

A group of 25 traffic 
safety advocates,  alarmed 
with the growing rate of pe-
destrian killed and injured 
by reckless drivers, gath-
ered outside City Hall dur-
ing Bill de Blasio’s mayoral 
inauguration New Year’s 
Day. They held signs and 
handed out stickers while 
standing under a banner 
that read, “Vision Zero Be-
gins Today — Congratula-
tions Mayor de Blasio.” The 
mayor and Police Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton support 
“Vision Zero,” a Swedish 
play to eliminate traffic 
deaths and injury. 

The banner drew a lot 
of attention.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Astoria), City 
Councilmen Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) and 
Brad Lander (D-Brooklyn) 

and state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) stopped 
by to chat with the mem-
bers.

When Polly Trotten-
berg saw the banner, she 
also stopped to talk with 
them.

“We had no idea who 
she was,” Make Queens 
Safer Co-founder Cristina 
Furlong said.

Trottenberg is the 
incoming commissioner 
of the city Department of 
Transportation, the person 
the group will need the most 
if it is to transform traffic 
safety in the borough.

“It was really great 
because she walked up to 
us and said this mattered 
most to her,” Furlong said.

Trottenberg told the 
group that when she takes 
over DOT, she wants to 
meet with the members 
first to shape an agenda.

“I want you all to come 
in and we’ll sit down and 
strategize,” she said.

That kind of influence 
may be surprising, con-
sidering the group held its 
first event less than three 
months ago. After 4-year-
old Olvin Yhair Figueroa 
was struck and killed by a 
car in October while cross-
ing Northern Boulevard 
with his pregnant mother, 
the group  held a candlelight 
march through Corona and 
Jackson Heights. That vigil 
drew hundreds on a frigid 
night in November.

Dr. Laura Newman 
put a post on a Jackson 
Heights Yahoo! group about 
the march and six women 
responded and Three Chil-
dren Too Many was born. 
They changed the name 
to Make Queens Safer be-
cause more children were 
getting killed.

“We decided we’d fol-
low Make Brooklyn Safer’s 
lead,” said Furlong. “It’s 
easier for the politicians to 
recognize and it helps our 

goal to address issues bor-
oughwide.”

That the word is get-
ting out was proven when 
Judy Kottick joined Make 
Queens Safer several days 
ago.

“I heard about them 
from a friend of mine. I 
wish I had known earlier. I 
would’ve liked to go to the 
inauguration with them,” 
Kottick said.

She became an activist 
after her 23-year-old daugh-
ter Ella was struck and 
killed by a B52 bus while 
crossing a dangerous inter-
section in Ridgewood last 
January.

“Ella was my best 
friend and my life was shat-
tered when she was killed,” 
Kottick said.

She has grown in-
creasingly angry since 
her daughter died because 
nothing has been changed 
at the intersection of Wyck-
off and Myrtle avenues.

“There have been 

six additional accidents 
at the same intersection 
since July, and while the 
DOT is studying and plan-
ning changes, no interim 
measures are being imple-
mented and others are get-
ting injured,” Kottick said. 
“How long will it be before 
there’s another fatality. 
We don’t want others to go 
through the heartbreak 
that we went through.”

Kottick said Make 
Queens Safer will go to 
Ridgewood Jan. 26 for an 
anniversary vigil for her 
daughter Ella at the in-
tersection where she was 
killed.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

Incoming DOT Commissioner Polly Trottenberg (c.) surprises 
Queens advocates at an inaugural day gathering. 

Photo courtesy Cristina Furlong

Make Queens Safer expands around borough

Five Towns College has 
been named in Billboard 
Magazine’s Aug. 24 issue 
as one of the Top 35 Music 
Schools in the United States 
for its outstanding Music 
Business Program!  With 
the music industry fac-
ing new technologies and a 
shrinking market, the pro-
gram at Five Towns pro-
vides hands-on experiences 
through internships and 
industry related courses 
such as Business Law, Mar-
keting, Advertising, Public 
Relations and Salesmanship 
and Technology in order to 
remain competitive in this 
fast-paced industry.  

In addition to Music 
Business, the college offers a 
number of other exciting de-
gree programs in Music, Au-
dio Recording Technology, 
Filmmaking, Theatre Arts, 
Mass Communication, Mu-
sic Teacher and Childhood 
Education, and more!  

Five Towns College wel-
comes new and transfer 

students to attend its Open 
House, Saturday, Jan. 18 
starting at 11 a.m.  Meet 
with faculty, staff and stu-
dents about your program 
of interest and enjoy presen-
tations and demonstrations 
in the state-of the-art facili-
ties. Representatives from 
Admissions, Financial Aid 
and Career Services will 
be on-hand to answer any 
questions.  

Can’t make the open 
house?  Stop by during  En-
rollment Week, Jan. 13-17 
between  9 a.m. – 5 p.m., and 
apply.  Simply bring in your 
transcripts for an on-the-
spot evaluation and your ap-
plication fee will be waived!

It’s not too late to apply 
for the Spring or Fall semes-
ters. Spring classes start 
Jan. 27!  For more informa-
tion, contact an Admissions 

representative at (631) 656-
2110 or visit us at ftc.edu 
today!  

Five Towns College, 

305 North Service Rd., 
Dix Hills, New York 
11746. www.ftc.edu.  
admissions@ftc.edu

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Five Towns College named among Billboard Magazine’s Top 35!

Magazine Names

One of the Top 35 
   Music Business Programs 

     in the United States 

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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BY BILL PARRY
 
 Queens is finally get-

ting a convention center.
Fleet Financial Group 

purchased the DiBlasi 
Ford Dealership in Co-
rona for $17 million last 
month and is planning to 
build a 106,000-square-foot 
complex that will include 
a 25-story hotel, residen-
tial apartments and 97,000 
square feet in retail space 
a restaurant and an un-
derground parking garage 
with space for 300 cars

“We’ve been talking 
about it for over two years,” 
Fleet president Richard Xia 
said. “There are already so 
many components in place 
that we’ll be ready to break 
ground on the project as 
early as June.”

The convention center 
will stand across the Grand 
Central Parkway from Citi 
Field, at 112-21 Northern 
Blvd.

“This fills a great 
need for Queens,” Xia said. 
“People fly in to Queens 
and leave for conventions 
at Javits or at the Barclay 
Center in Brooklyn, now 
they won’t have to leave the 
borough.”

Rob MacKay, director 
of marketing and tourism 
at the Queens Economic De-
velopment Corp., believes 
the location is perfect for a 
convention center.

“It makes more sense 
than the one that was 
planned at Aqueduct be-
cause JFK is an interna-
tional airport, LaGuardia 
is for domestic flights and 
conventions are mainly 
domestic affairs,” MacKay 
said.

He added that area 
hotels would benefit in the 
long term with more guests 
and in the short term with 
the actual construction.

“The workers that will 
build it will stay in local 

hotels and that will be a 
boon,” he said.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
plans for a $4 billion ca-
sino and convention center 
at Aqueduct collapsed in 
2012.

Citi Field and the $3 
billion Willets Point project 
will be present and future 
draws for hotel customers 
, but MacKay said, “Don’t 
forget that Flushing is a 
hotbed of Asian economic 
activity. Hotels like the 
Sheraton cater to the Chi-
nese nouveau riche.”

Xia has his eyes on an 
annual event that brings 
nearly a million visitors to 
the area each year.

“The US Open is huge 
and you have these corpo-
rate sponsors who have no 
place large enough to suit 
their clients,” he said. “It’s 
going to be great for the 
area.”

And easily reached, ac-
cording to MacKay.

BY BILL PARRY

The St. John’s Hos-
pital building on Queens 
Boulevard across from the 
Queens Center Mall has 
been sold to a developer for 
more than $50 million and 
will be turned into rental 
apartments, Crain’s New 
York Business reported.

A consortium of Asia-
based investors, led by New 
York builder Steven Wu, 
purchased the property 
for $55 million and they 
plan on spending $45 mil-
lion to convert the former 
medical facility into a resi-
dential building, the paper 
said. The deal includes the 
260,000-square-foot build-
ing at 90-02 Queens Blvd. 
and a five-story parking 
garage at 87-28 58th Ave. in 
Elmhurst. The new devel-
opers plan to build ground 
floor retail as well as space 
for medical offices.

Caritas Healthcare 

ran the hospital before fil-
ing for bankruptcy and 
closed the facility in Febru-
ary 2009. At the time Cari-
tas Healthcare was more 
than $40 million in debt. 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall tried to save both 
St. John’s Hospital and Car-
itas-owned Mary Immacu-
late Hospital in Jamaica 
from closure but ultimately 
funding was not available.

Later that year Brook-
lyn-based developer Jack 
Gutman bought the facility 
for $26 million at a bank-

ruptcy auction and wanted 
to turn it into an office 
building. Guttman secured 
the proper variances from 
the city and demolished the 
building’s interior, install-
ing new windows before 
stopping the project and 
eventually selling off the 
property.

Gutman sold the St. 
John’s building to the 
Asian consortium at what 
appears to be a substantial 
profit.

There were four 
Queens hospitals that 
closed in five years, putting 
a strain on the borough’s 
healthcare system. St. Jo-
seph’s Hospital in Flushing 
was converted into a drug 
abuse support facility in 
2007 and Parkway Hospital 
in Forest Hills shut its doors 
in 2008 due to a recommen-
dation from the first state 
Berger Commission, which 
evaluated the economic vi-
ability of hospitals.

St. John’s Hospital building 
sells to developers who want 
to convert it into residential 
apartments. 

St. John’s Hospital building
sold to apartment developer

Convention center bound 
for new Corona hotel site

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY BILL PARRY

Straphangers on the 
N and Q subway lines were 
the first to notice that the 
artists from 5Pointz are 
back in Queens.

Jonathan Cohen, the 
group’s curator who goes 
by the name Meres One, put 
a mural over a Laundro-
mat in Astoria just before 
Christmas.

Meres One painted 
a half dozen of his iconic 
“Bright Idea” light bulbs 
around a 5Pointz logo with 
a slogan saying “Keep the  
Lights On” on the wall of 
a three-family residential 
building, at 30-14 35th Ave., 
owned by Jason Zografa-
kis.

“It came up in a con-
versation with a mutual 
friend of ours and it seemed 
like the perfect fit,” Zogra-
fakis said.

Zografakis became a 
5Pointz fan when he moved 
to Long Island City 15 years 
ago and got angry when 

owner Jerry Wolkoff had 
the graffiti mecca white-
washed in the dark of night 
Nov. 19. Wolkoff is prepar-
ing to demolish the block-
long warehouse complex to 
make way for two luxury 
high-rises.

“It made me angry 
what happened to them. 
It’s a sad thing,” Zografa-
kis said. “That was such 
a well-known landmark. 
I would take friends visit-
ing from out of town all the 
time. It’s great having them 
back painting in Queens, 
especially along the sub-
way line. That’s great expo-
sure.”

He said Meres One 
would be back with other 

5Pointz artists to add more 
murals to the wall.

Zografakis is also a 
partner in Marketa, a new 
gastropub that opened at 37-
17 30th Ave.

“I have a lot of friends 
with bare walls who are 
interested, too,” he said. 
“They’re taking the cool 
out of New York, so we’re 
going to put some cool right 
here in Astoria.”

Meres One had taken 
his street art to Manhattan 
in early December, putting 
a temporary mural on the 
wall of Rag & Bone, a store 
on East Houston Street, 
and had planned tributes to 
Nelson Mandela in Brook-
lyn. The artists felt that 

Queens had turned their 
back after they moved out 
of the offices at 5Pointz 
Dec.1. They welcomed the 
invitation back to their 
home borough.

“It’s one wall at a 
time,” said Marie Cecile 
Flageul, spokeswoman for 
5Pointz. “In the spring we’ll 
be back in business. There 
was a lack of support from 
certain politicians, but pri-
vate owners are willing to 
support us and we’ll take 
them up on any offers.”

Zografakis said the 
new street art has been 
well-received in the neigh-
borhood.

“All of my tenants love 
it and I see people stopping 
by to take pictures every 
day. I’ve had zero negative 
feedback about the graf-
fiti,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
A Nordstrom Rack 

is coming to Flushing’s 
SkyView Center.

Seattle-based Nor-
dstrom Inc. announced 
Tuesday it will be opening 
a 39,000-square-foot store 
in the mall, at 40-24 College 
Point Blvd., in fall 2014.

“Nordstrom Rack mov-
ing to SkyView Center is a 
transformative stop, fur-
ther establishing Queens 
as a major retail destina-
tion attracting shoppers 
throughout the greater 
New York City area,” said 
Michael Dana, president of 
Onex Realty Partners, the 
developer for the project.

The store will sell off-
price Nordstrom products 
with savings of 30 percent 
to 70 percent off regular 
prices. Nordstrom Rack is 

set to open its first Brook-
lyn store in spring 2014 and 
its new shop in the SkyView 
Center will be its first loca-
tion in Queens.

Nordstrom Rack will 
join a mix of retailers in 
the SkyView Center, which 
include Target, Old Navy, 
Bed Bath & Beyond and 
Best Buy.

“We are excited about 
the opportunity to be part 
of a dynamic retail center 
within a vibrant neighbor-
hood in the heart of Queens 
and right off the Long Is-
land Rail Road,” Geevy 
Thomas, president of Nord-
strom Rack, said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

5Pointz street art is seen in Astoria, with more to come in the 
spring. Photo by Bill Parry

Nordstrom Rack 
heads to Flushing

5Pointz graffi ti art spotted on Astoria wall

Summer Camp Open Houses!

Sunday, January 12, 2014
10:00am - 12:00pm

58-20 Little Neck Parkway

Serving communities in Queens and Western Nassau

Nursery School Open Houses!
Two Great Locations in Little Neck & Bay Terrace!

Sunday, January 12, 2014
10:00am - 12:00pm

58-20 Little Neck Parkway 
Littl N k NY 11362

The Samuel Field Y has something for every child!

–

 P: 718.225.6750 x264
 E: SFYSummerCamps@sfy.org
 W: www.sfysummercamps.org

–

 P: 718.225.6750 x264 | 718.423.6111
 E: IShaw@sfy.org | BRichman@sfy.org
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Police were looking 
for one or two masked gun-
men who killed a southeast 
Queens hip-hop artist with 
ties to rapper 50 Cent in 
Springfield Gardens last 
week.

Jamal Green, who also 
went by the stage name 
Mazaradi Fox, was killed 
early in the evening of 
Jan. 3 when one or two un-
known gunmen opened fire 
on the SUV he and three 
others were sitting in at 
the corner of 134th Avenue 
and Farmers Boulevard in 
Springfield Gardens, police 
said.

Green, 42, was shot in 
the torso and pronounced 
dead at the scene, while the 
other three victims were 
taken to area hospitals, po-
lice said.

A 21-year-old man 
with a gunshot wound to 
his neck and shoulder was 
taken to Jamaica Hospital 

in critical condition, police 
said.

A 22-year-old man who 
was shot in the leg and a 
32-year-old woman who 
was grazed on the neck 

were taken to different hos-
pitals in stable condition, 
police said.

Authorities said they 
were looking for one or 
two gunmen in masks who 

drove away in a black ve-
hicle.

Green had served sev-
eral years in prison, first on 
a four-year term on weap-
ons charges beginning in 

2001 and most recently a 2 
1/2-year stint for attempted 
assault.

He had been released 
from the Queensboro cor-
rectional facility in Long 
Island City on parole just 
two weeks before he was 
killed and was staying in 
an apartment with his girl-
friend just down the street 
from where he was shot, 
according to the woman’s 
20-year-old son, who said he 
did not know much about 
the rapper.

“All he did was talk 
about his music,” Karon 
Woods said.

Green was best known 
in the music world for his 
ties to 50 Cent, aka Curtis 
Jackson, who grew up in 
South Jamaica.

The megastar signed 
Green to his G-Unit record 
label in 2007 and the two 
worked together on a num-
ber of mix tapes.

Green never put out 
his own album, however, 

and in 2008 his deal with 
the record label dissolved, 
according to mtv.com.

Hours after Green was 
killed, 50 Cent took to Twit-
ter to mourn his friend’s 
death.

“Saddened by the 
news of Mazaradi’s tragic 
passing my thoughts and 
prayers go out to his fam-
ily and friends #smsaudio,” 
the rapper tweeted.

According to several 
news reports, Green helped 
raise D’aja Robinson, the 
14-year-old girl who was 
shot dead while riding a 
city bus in South Jamaica 
earlier this year.

The rapper paid for the 
horse and carriage that car-
ried the slain teen’s casket 
to her memorial services 
at the Allen A.M.E. Cathe-
dral.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Jamal Green, (r.) also known as Mazaradi Fox, used a photo of himself and rapper 50 Cent as his 
Twitter picture.

50 Cent’s pal gunned down in Springfi eld Gdns
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BY MERLE EXIT

Even though “The Nut-
cracker” has been packed away, 
the Boston Pops have headed 
back to Beantown and the last 
choruses of hallelujah have 
been sung, Queens’ performing 
arts scene does not go into hi-
bernation. As the calendar flips 
to 2014, cultural venues around 
the borough kick things up with 
a winter packed with entertain-
ment choices. And whether you 
are looking for a concert from a 
’90s soft rock icon, a ballet with 
a spicy Latin beat or the chance 

to brush up your Shakespeare, 
you can find it in Queens this 
season. 

Things start off Jan. 25 
when Elvis will enter the build-
ing at the Queensborough Per-
forming Arts Center in Bayside. 

“The Blue Suede Birthday” 
offers not one but two Elvis Pres-
ley impersonators covering both 
ends of the King’s career. 

Scot Bruce shakes, rattles 
and rolls his way through Pres-
ley’s early hits, culminating 
with his foray into films. Mike 
Albert then finishes the evening 
as the older and maybe some-

what wiser Elvis.
Then, fresh off his series of 

holiday car commercials, blue-
eyed soul singer Michael Bolton 
brings his Grammy-award win-
ning pipes to the QPAC Feb. 17.

If you’re looking for a laugh, 
comedians David Alan Grier, 
star of TV’s “In Living Color,” 
and Godfrey tear up the QPAC 
March 15. QPAC’s winter season 
wraps up March 30 with a per-
formance of “Swan Lake” by the 
Moscow Festival Ballet. 

“The current focus of the 
Queensborough Performing 
Arts Center is to honor our 

commitment in presenting 
professional, affordable perfor-
mances which celebrate and re-
flect the diverse cultures living 
in Queens,” said Susan Agin, 
QPAC’s executive and artistic di-
rector. “Where else can you see a 
fully staged ballet performed by 
the principal dancers from the 
ranks of Russia’s top companies 
for $42?”

But if you like your dance 
with a little more heat, you 
should probably head to the Kup-
ferberg Center for the Arts at 
Queens College. Ballet Hispani-
co takes the stage at Colden Au-

ditorium Feb. 8 and Feb. 9 with 
its works exploring the diversity 
of Latino cultural through the 
fusion of classical, Latin and 
contemporary dance.  

An earlier dance program, 
happening as part of the Chinese 
Lunar New Year’s celebration 
Jan. 29 and Jan. 30, brings the 
Nai-Ni Chen Dance Co. to Colden 
for a program of traditional and 
contemporary dances geared to-
ward a school-aged audience.

Another show for children, 
and their families, happens 
Feb. 9, when the Queens Sym-

Continued on Page 39
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THE SEASON’S CALENDAR BRINGS BIG NAME SINGERS, INTERNATIONAL DANCE TROUPES AND COMEDY TO QUEENS
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Ballet Hispanico performs at Kupferberg Center for the Arts Feb. 8-9. Photo courtesy Kupferberg Presents
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #73 Hard #73

W
eek 29

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

There’s no school like 
“old school,” and the folks 
at Il Bacco really have that 
classic Italian feel down.  
You expect the Rat Pack to 
come swaggering in.  The 
feel is like a private club to 
which every newcomer is 
welcomed as a member.  

The host takes you 
aside, with his arm draped 
around your shoulders, 
to tell you that the reason 
your reservation is being 
delayed is he’s waiting for 
a larger, more desirable ta-
ble to open up for you.  The 
waiter recites the specials 
in a conspiratorial tone, as 
if he’s telling you a secret 
he doesn’t want the other 
diners to hear.  Whether or 
not this is an act—it works.  
They make everyone feel 
special.  To complete the 
picture, a strolling guitar-
ist visits each table, claim-
ing to be able to perform 
any song in any language.  

Having no idea what to 
request, we punted with 
“Come Back to Sorrento.”  

“Now you’re talking,” 
he responded, breaking 
into song.

Il Bacco has been a 
fixture on Northern Bou-
levard in Little Neck since 
1992.  It’s a family affair, 
operated by its Calabrian 
owner, Giuseppe Oppedisa-
no, with his daughter Tina 
Maria.  The chef, Luca Zan-
noni, from Rimini, Italy, is 
also currently the executive 
chef for the Italian National 
Soccer Team.  

Multiple regions of 
Italy are represented in the 
menu, including the red 
sauced hearty fare of the 
south, and lighter, (both in 
color and heft) of the north.  

The waiter’s seduc-
tive recitation of specials 
is worthy of consideration, 
but take in account that 
they tend to be priced high-
er than comparable menu 
items.  We started with a 

grilled octopus, a regularly 
recurring special that was 
some of the tenderest, most 
flavorful cephalopod we’ve 
ever eaten.  

The tortellini with 
mushrooms and truffle oil 
was like the crack of pas-
tas.  They were ordered as a 
primi piatti, but it took ev-
ery ounce of will power not 
to fill up on these languor-
ously funky puppies swim-
ming in cream sauce.  Ta-
gliolini sassa is a dish more 

circumspect about calorie 
counts than the tortolini, 
combined spaghetti-like 
tagiolini with mushrooms, 
tomato, arugula and moz-
zarella.  This would make 
a perfect main dish for the 
vegetarian in your party.

All of the entrees were 
presented with the same 
vegetable combo, carrots 
and Brussels sprouts with 
roasted potatoes without 
thought given to a synergis-
tic pairing.  A trio of lamb 

chops were tender, juicy, 
and sauced with a balsamic 
reduction.  Pollo gelsomi-
na is chicken scaloppine 
beautifully finished with 
a chunky sauce of mush-
rooms, artichoke hearts, 
and roasted peppers.  The 
loser was a grouper special.  
The fish, while not spoiled, 
was not fresh either, and 
was barely edible.  

Dinner was completed 
by mini-biscotti and com-
plimentary after-dinner 
drinks.

The Bottom Line
Consider Il Bacco 

when you’re in the mood 
to be cosseted by solicitous 
staff, while savoring a clas-
sic Italian dining experi-
ence.  If you’re after a more 
casual experience, or if you 
have the kids along, they 
also have a pizza menu.  
During the warm months, 
the rooftop affords dining 
al fresco. 

Classic Italian cuisine makes itself at home in Little Neck
Now in its third decade, Il Bacco serves up red sauce southern favorites with lighter northern fare

Il Bacco’s tagliolini sassa combines pasta with mushrooms, toma-
toes, arugla and mozzarella. Photo by Suzanne Parker

IF YOU GO
Il Bacco 

Ristorante
253-24 Northern Blvd. 
Little Neck, NY 11362 

T: 718-224-7657
F: 718-352-2178

www.ilbaccoristorante.com
Price Range: Appetizers 
$9.95—12.95, Mains $11—13 
Cuisine: Old school and 

northern Italian
Setting: Tradition Italian 

elegance with seasonal rooftop 
dining

Service: Cosseting
Hours: Open seven days for lunch, 

dinner and Sunday brunch
Reservations: Recommended, 

especially on weekends
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Valet

Dress: Casual to dressy
Children: Welcome

Music: Strolling guitarist
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: All
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: Yes
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$23.95

PRIVATE 
PARTY ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person
Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

1
Valid only for 5 or less people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

1 of 3 Choices

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

phony Orchestra performs 
Victoria Bond’s lively new 
score for the classic tale, 
“The Frog Prince,” at the 
LeFrak Concert Hall. As 
part of a double bill, the 
orchestra will then present 
Prokofiev’s timeless intro-
duction to instruments, 
“Peter and the Wolf.” Come 
an hour earlier to watch the 
musicians warm up during 
the “Meet the Instruments” 
program. 

In the mood for a little 
romance? Colden has you 
covered on Feb. 14 with 
“Love is Good: An Evening 
with Christine Andreas.”

The Broadway singer 
performs a night of roman-
tic ballads accompanied by 
Martin Silvestri on piano. 

“We want the audience 
to leave and say, ‘Wow! Who 
is coming next?” Jeff Rosen-
stock, executive director of 
Kupferberg Presents, said. 
“In the dead of winter you 
have to do something to re-
ally wake up people.”

No word if Doktor Ka-
boom has any explosions on 
tap for his interactive sci-
ence comedy show Feb. 9 at 
Queens Theatre. Kaboom 
blends theater with scien-
tific exploration to keep the 
audience entertained and 
educated. 

The Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park theater 
turns 25 this year and has 
plenty in store, said Taryn 
Sacramone, managing di-
rector. 

“Celebrating that 
milestone and planning for 
the future has us all very 
inspired and energized this 
year,” Sacramone said. 

Currently receiving 
a well-reviewed run on 
Broadway, Shakespeare’s 
“Twelfth Night” comes to 
Queens Theatre Feb. 14 
through Feb. 16. 

Aquila Theatre pres-
ents the Bard’s comedy 
with its unique brand of in-
novative and exciting theat-
ricality. Winter thaws into 
spring March 28 through 

March 30 when actor/direc-
tor/playwright Frank Fer-
rante recreates his PBS, 
New York and London por-
trayal of comedian Grucho 
Marx. 

The two-act, 90-min-
ute show includes dozens 
of Marx’s one-liners, anec-
dotes and songs, including 
“Hooray For Captain Spal-
ding” and “Lydia, the Tat-
tooed Lady.”

For more informa-
tion on upcoming events in 
Queens, check TimesLedger.
com for listings. 

WINTER ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 39

PRODUCTIONS

“Muazzez” — As part of the 
2014 COIL Festival, Actor Steve 
Mellor performs a monologue 
of Mac Wellman’s short stories, 
which all take place on various 
asteroids and planentoids. 
When: Friday, Jan. 10, 6 pm; 
Saturday, Jan. 11, 2 pm and 6 
pm; Wednesday, Jan. 15, 8 pm; 
Thursday, Jan. 16, 8 pm and 
Friday, Jan. 17, 8 pm
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 

Island City
Cost: $15/general admission
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

“This Prison Where I Live” 
— The second play in Angela 
Iannone’s Edwin Booth trilogy 
takes audiences to 1879 when 
the actor is visited by the ghost 
of his infamous brother, John 
Wilkes Booth.
When: Wednesday, Jan. 22 to 
Sunday, Jan. 26
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-

02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15/advance, $18/at door
Contact: (347) 738-5602
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“The Little Mermaid Jr.” — Join 
Ariel and her friends under the 
sea in this adaptation of the 
Broadway musical. 
When: Friday, Jan. 24 to Sunday, 
Feb. 2; Friday at 7pm, Saturday 
at 2 pm and 7 pm, and Sunday at 
2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Building T4, Fort 
Tilden
Cost: $10/adults, seniors and 
children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

Actors from the Aquila Theatre company (top) perform “Twelfth 
Night.” Singer Michael Bolton (above l.) and Broadway actress and 
singer Christine Andreas (above r.) have shows planned for Queens.
Photos courtesy Queensborough Performing Arts Center, Queens Theatre 

and Kupferberg Presents
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Across
1. Squeaky ____
6. Hera's mother
10. Price
14. Back in?
15. "___ Lang Syne"
16. Chip in?
17. From the top
18. Prefix with China
19. Half a train track
20. Au + digit
22. Congressional vote subject
23. Pop-ups, e.g.
24. Gives the news
26. Natural environments
31. ___ Diego
32. Banned apple spray
33. Wolf's sound
35. Snake skin unit
39. New Mexico athlete
40. Sandwich cookies
42. Elevator man
43. Minute
45. Tuna or turkey follower
46. Yeats or Keats
47. Deface
49. Egg-laying mammal
51. Nike, e.g.
55. Ill temper
56. Amos or Spelling
57. Cu + noggin
63. Course
64. French bread?
65. Mathematical comparison
66. To be, in ancient Rome
67. Subway station
68. Long-armed ape
69. Hammer part
70. Wraps (up)
71. Takes 5

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

January 10-16, 2014

By Ed Canty

Elementary Symbolism

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

B PLUS
H E A P S B A R B P A R
U N T I E A B O O P O N Y
B A T T E R S B O X E R T E
E M I T I T O S A R T I
R O L E B E T T E R H A L F
T R A D E L I A B L E

L A B A T T P L E B
T E A M S O F H O R S E S

B R A U T A L E N T
R A S S L E E R I C S
B I T T E R P I L L A D A M

L E E S O S A Y M E R E
H E R R B U T T E R B A L L
E R L E S C O T A L L O T
P S Y S H O E T E S T S

Down
1. Mountain climber's challenge
2. Block maker
3. Footnote abbr.
4. Rainless
5. Like a dieter's yogurt
6. Frequent tropical event
7. Like some juries
8. Church officer
9. Idolizes
10. C + ape
11. Broadcasting
12. Circus prop
13. Rats
21. Montana neighbor
25. Mas' mates
26. Sentry's cry
27. Lotion additive
28. Slugger Ruth
29. Fe + inaugural

30. 2004 World Series, e.g.
34. Treats on sticks
36. Sitting on
37. In ___ of
38. Ballpark figs.
41. Look too long
44. Tibetan beast
48. Break
50. Intense fear
51. Throat problem
52. Rope loop
53. Take off the board, say
54. Course
58. Ship's front
59. Tortoise racer
60. J.F.K. postings
61. "If it ___ broke ..."
62. Hounds, e.g.

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4571 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

SERVING: Steak  Chicken  Veal
Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

OPEN AT NOON 7 DAYS A WEEK

Babich Family Owned 
Since 1939

H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

IN OUR 75TH YEAR!

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Gingerbread Lane — The 
Guinness Book of World 
Records recently certifi ed Jon 
Lovitch’s creation the world’s 
largest gingerbread village. 
Gingerbread structures will be 
raffl ed off Jan. 12.
When: Through Sunday, Jan. 12
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $11/adults, $8/seniors, 
students and children 2 to 17
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Lunar New Year Celebration — 
Welcome the Year of the Horse 
with the New York Chinese 
Cultural Center’s costumed 
folk dancers, Lion Dance and 
traditional arts and crafts.
When: Sunday, Jan. 26, 1 pm to 4 pm
Where: Queens Museuem, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/suggested adults, 

$4/suggested seniors and 
students, Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.org

Lunar New Year at Queens 
Botanical Garden — After 
watching the Flushing Lunar 
New Year Parade, head to the 
Garden for more festivities, 
craft activities and musical 
performances. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 8, 1 pm - 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free, additional fees for 
some craft activities
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Gifted 2013 — The Rockaway 
Artists Alliance’s fi nal show of 
the year is a juried exhibition 
encompassing drawing, mixed 
media, photography, painting, 
sculpture and video.

When: Through Sunday, Jan. 19, 
Saturdays and Sundays, Noon 
to 4 pm
Where: Rockaway Center for 
the Arts, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 474-0861
Website: 
rockawayartistsalliance.org

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the 
Bread and Puppet Theater, has 
been chosen for the Queens 
Museum fi rst solo exhibition. 
The show consists of two large-
scale immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Flushing Creek into Bowery 
Bay, Selections from the Islands 
of New York — This exhibit 
features photographs by Fulbright 
Fellow Accra Shepp exploring the 
waterways of the City. 
When: Through Jan. 12
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $5/suggested admission, 
Free/members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Isamu Noguchi/Qi Baishi/
Beijing 1930 — This exhibition 
marks the fi rst time Noguchi’s 
fi gurative ink scrolls have been 
displayed alongside works 
by the master ink painter, Qi 
Baishi, whom Noguchi studied 
with in 1930 Beijing. 
When: Through Jan. 26
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children and 
museum members
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Mike Kelley — MoMA PS1 turns 
its entire building into an 
exhibition of Kelley’s innovative 
work that incorporates 
American popular culture in 

pieces using both modernist 
and alternative traditions. 
When: Through Feb. 2
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children 
under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

2013 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
presents 15 new commissions 
that respond to the park’s 
unique waterfront, urban 
environment with conceptual 
and formal artworks that are 
visually compelling, mysterious 
and provocative. 
When:  Through March 31

Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Queens International! — 
Explore the vibrancy and 
diversity of the borough 
through works of art created 
by artists who live and work in 
Queens. 
When: Through Sunday, Jan. 19
Where:  Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, 
$4/students and seniors Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community staple 
since 1933

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
has three weeks to make 
good on his commitment 
to continue the ferry route 
servicing the Rockaways.

Elected officials said 
they were confident de Bla-
sio’s administration would 
renew the ferry contract 
for a few more months be-
fore it expires Jan. 31, but 
they were less sure about 
whether it would float on 
long term.

When de Blasio was 
campaigning in the Demo-
cratic primary, his staff 
told The Wave newspaper 
“he would commit to not 
cutting the ferry” and pro-
pose a rapid bus corridor 
for the Rockaways.

After securing the 
Democratic Party line, 
de Blasio hedged, saying 
he needed to examine the 
budget before agreeing to 
sustain the ferry service. 

Now that he has assumed 
the mayoralty, de Blasio’s 
press staff said he needs 
more time to analyze the 
finances.

“The mayor is eager 
to find room in the budget 
to extend Rockaway ferry 
service,” spokesman Wiley 
Norvell said in an e-mail.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) and 
state Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Rockaway 
Beach) said they had dis-
cussed the ferry’s future 
with de Blasio’s team and 
expect the service to con-
tinue, at least for a few 
months.

“I’ve had extensive 
conversations with the new 
mayor and his staff and I’m 
optimistic that our current 
service will get extended at 
least short term,” Goldfeder 
said. “Ferry service is very 
important to all of southern 
Queens and Rockaway and 
we’re going to continue to 

fight until it’s permanent.”
The city instituted fer-

ry service from the Rock-
away Peninsula to Pier 11 
at 34th Street in Manhattan 
to temporarily replace the 
A train during post-Super-
storm Sandy repairs. Then 
a second Rockaway depar-
ture point and a stop at 
Brooklyn Army Terminal 
in Sunset Park were added. 
Officials said service was 
extended after subway lines 
were repaired because rid-
ership was high.

In a December policy 
paper on ferries, the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. noted that Rockaway 
ferry ridership increased 
the summer even after sub-
way service was restored. 
From November 2012 to 
December 2013, 130,000 pas-
sengers used the ferry to 
commute, according to the 
report.

BY BILL PARRY

A new entertainment venue has joined 
Astoria’s cultural district.

Melrose Ballroom, at 36-08 33rd St., 
hosted a handful of events in December 
as the management team geared up for a 
grand opening in March.

The 8,000-square-foot hall has three 
levels with a capacity of 1,200 people and is 
designed for concerts, sporting events and 
corporate and private parties.

“The owners chose this property be-
cause they felt the cultural district needed 
a venue like this one,” general manager 
Demetrios Kafchitsas said.

The district is home to Kaufman Asto-
ria Studios, the Museum of the Moving Im-
age, the Frank Sinatra School of the Arts, 
the Astoria Performing Arts Center and 
the headquarters of the Queens Council on 
the Arts.

“It’s really amazing what’s happened 
here,” Kafchitsas said. “I remember driv-
ing past abandoned buildings years ago 
and now there’s this destination spot for 
culture and entertainment.”

The general manager has worked at 
several locations in Astoria over the last 
30 years, including The Crystal Palace in 
the 1980s.

Melrose Ballroom features a main 
stage with a state-of-the-art sound system 
and one of the largest LCD video screens 
on the East Coast. The video screen will be 
used by viewing parties during the base-
ball season, the Super Bowl and the World 
Cup. There are four bars, a rooftop garden 
and restaurant and a VIP room with an 
outdoor patio space.

The Melrose Ballroom also offers 
a unique VIP service called Timeshare, 
where a customer can reserve the same 
table for every event.

Kafchitsas said the handful of events 
during their soft opening impressed the 
customers.

“We’ve had great feedback from the 
thousands of people that came in during 
our events in December,” he said.

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Melrose Ballroom makes debut 
as Astoria performance venue

Rockaway ferry expected 
to win extension: Electeds

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Melrose Ballroom opens in Astoria add-
ing performance venue for music and sports. 

Photo courtesy Demetrios Kafchitsas
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LATE PAGE

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

 Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
Leg, Low Back Weakness
Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
Diffi culty Walking
Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

Call Now 
for a
FREE

Consultation 
to see 

how our 
technologies
may benefi t 

you.

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

Flexor digitorum
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
superfi cialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium

Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call Now for a
“FREE Consultation” to see
how our technologies
may benefi t you.

Most Insurances Accepted

We
NOW HAVE
COLD LASER

IF YOU HAVE 
CARPAL TUNNEL SYNDROME 

OR ITS SYMPTOMS:

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabilitation.com
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tion.
In the 1990s, the Guya-

nese enclave in Richmond 
Hill began expanding into 
South Ozone Park, accord-
ing to the report.

Vishnu Mahadeo, 
founder and president of 
the Richmond Hill Eco-
nomic Development Coun-
cil, said Guyanese families 
who grew tired of the more 
urban environment in 
Richmond Hill sought more 

residential homes in South 
Ozone Park.

By 2011, nearly a quar-
ter of the city’s Guyanese 
population resided in the 
two neighborhoods.

The Indo-Guyanese be-
gan a campaign encourag-
ing the community to par-
ticipate in the census, with 
the hopes that more accu-
rate demographic statistics 
would help them mend city 
and state political districts 
and field the first Guyanese 
City Council candidate in 
2001. To date, the Guyanese 
community is split between 

four Council and six state 
Assembly seats, according 
to Mahadeo.

“ G e r r y m a n d e r i n g 
works against the Carib-
bean community,” he said. 
“They have gotten so ac-
customed to being over-
looked and neglected that 
everyone here has to rely 
on themselves.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

While the two sides 
battled it out, living condi-
tions at both buildings dete-
riorated so much so that in 
2010 their landlords showed 
up on then-Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio’s list of worst 
landlords.

Flake said that was 
the final straw: that any 

bad publicity related to his 
father — a high-profile, 
powerful political figure — 
essentially scared off any 
partners who could help get 
the project back on its feet.

Jones remained in his 
apartment until early 2012, 
when the city Department 
of Buildings issued a va-
cate order, citing structural 
instability that caused the 
building to shake.

The city worked to 
transfer its agreement with 

Allen Affordable to MH-
ANY, the Brooklyn devel-
oper, in June and to put the 
proper funding in place. 
MHANY received the ma-
jority of its funding — more 
than $4 million — from the 
Community Preservation 
Corp., a non-profit lender 
with a major presence in 
the city and state.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 

Continued from Page 30 

Allen

Continued from Page 5 

S. Ozone

BY BILL PARRY
 
Thousands of people 

packed the Blessed Sacra-
ment Church in Jackson 
Heights Tuesday morning 
for the funeral of Christo-
pher Miller, the 7-year-old 
boy who died in a house fire 
on New Year’s Day.

The crowd was so large 
there were people kneeling 
in the aisles during the ser-
vice.

The Rev. Patrick Burns 
celebrated the emotional 
mass, calling the second-

grader at PS 148 “a special 
little boy whose death was 

tragic.”
Many of Christopher’s 

classmates and teachers 
filled the pews and team-
mates from the Elmjack 
Little League team that he 
played on wore baseball jer-
seys with a memorial patch 
on the left sleeve.

Christopher was killed 
when he was trapped by the 
flames of a fire that gutted 
the family home, at 30-38 
90th St., in East Elmhurst. 
 His brother Matthew, 13, 
survived and is still recov-
ering from burns at Weill-
Cornell Hospital.

The two brothers were 

sleeping in a second-floor 
bedroom when two house 
guests built a fire in a first-
floor hearth and left it un-
attended without a screen. 
 Sparks from the fire ignit-
ed pillows, blankets and a 
couch before spreading to 
Christmas decorations, ac-
cording to the FDNY.

There were no work-
ing smoke alarms in the 
house, FDNY Deputy Chief 
Mark Ferran said.

The boy’s father, David 
Miller, was not home at the 
time of the fire and their 

mother Nathalia arrived 
after the blaze was brought 
under control, according to 
Ferran.

Neither parent spoke 
at the funeral service, and 
Burns said “Please give the 
Miller family space.” 

The pastor Christo-
pher’s brother Matthew 
was doing well at the hos-
pital.

A Facebook fund-
raising page has been es-
tablished called “Family 
Miller” and it has already 
raised nearly $40,000.

Thousands attend the funeral of an Elmhurst schoolboy who died 
in a tragic house fire on New Year’s Day. Photo by Bill Parry

Thousands turn out for Elmhurst boy’s funeral

portant measures to take, 
according to Anderson, and 
having a plan in place in 
the event a fire does break 
out could be make all the 
difference.

“The most important 
thing with private dwell-

ings is having a plan,” said 
Anderson. “You have to do 
fire drills at home, too, es-
pecially in private dwell-
ings.”

Because most houses 
have more than one way 
out, Anderson said estab-
lishing a meeting place is 
the key to any successful 
fire evacuation plan, pre-
venting residents from re-

entering a burning home in 
search of family members 
who may have escaped a 
different way.

“In the light of day, 
just think. Go through it,” 
he said.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham by e-mail at kdur-
ham@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 2 
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Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion.

John Choe, director of 

One Flushing, a communi-
ty-based economic develop-
ment center that coordinat-
ed the mural’s production, 
said its name was not only 
an homage to the World’s 
Fairs  of old that Queens 

hosted, but also a reference 
to the diversity of the neigh-
borhood.

“If you want to see the 
world, come to Flushing,” 
he said.

Continued from Page 5 

Flushing

was on the decline because 
the younger generation has 
moved on. The old-timers 
are still around but we 
get a tremendous amount 
of business from funerals 

across the street at St. Se-
bastian’s.”

O’Connor points to 
two factors that caused the 
disappearance of the Irish 
in Woodside: The economy 
and the Department of 
Homeland Security. “When 
the economy tanked, it hit 
the construction indus-

try hard and they moved 
where the jobs were, mostly 
in Canada and Australia,” 
O’Connor said. “And I’ve 
known many who went 
home for funerals and 
couldn’t get back into the 
United States because of 
Homeland Security rules.”

Continued from Page 5 

Elmhurst

PLUNGING INTO THE NEW YEAR
About 20 people started off the new year by jumping into the Little Neck Bay around 10:30 
a.m. Jan. 1. Tom Walsh said the Douglaston and Little Neck communities used to participate 
in the so-called polar bear plunge annually. In recent years, residents have begun reviving 
the tradition. Next year, the Douglaston North Shore Polar Bear Club hopes to welcome many 
members at the bay and turn the plunge into a fund-raiser for the Little Neck-Douglaston 
Community Ambulance Corps., Walsh said. Photo courtesy Pia Thompson 
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Bridal fashion
BRIDAL STYLE BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U in Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com
Brides hoping to add a bit of flair to their outfit need to 
look no further than Bridal Styles. Its showroom has an 
unmatched selection of unique headpieces, veils, and jewelry.

SPOSABELLA COUTURE 
69A 7th Ave. in Brooklyn,  (718) 789–8700,  
www.sposabellacouture.com
This full-service bridal shop has just about everything a bride 
needs like veils, headpieces, flower girl dresses, and a wide 
array of designer gowns.

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com
It has a wide selection of designer gowns and shoes. This 
Bay Ridge dress shop will work with any bride, regardless of 
budget, to find the perfect dress.

Catering & venues
ALLEGRIA HOTEL 
80 W Broadway in Long Beach, (516) 889–1300, 
www.allegriahotel.com 
Allegria Horel, is a chic and sophisticated wedding venue 
in Long Beach with breathtaking ocean views. Its great for 
rooftop or beachfront weddings.

BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St. in Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com
This distinctive catering hall is located in the heart of Bay 
Ridge and can accommodate anywhere from 40 to 250 
guests in its two banquet rooms.

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865, 
www.casapepe.com
Casa Pepe, a Mexican and Spanish restaurant that New York 
Magazine describes as an “elegant restaurant, with garden 
dining in fine weather and a fireplace to warm up the gray 
days of winter” is a great place for a wedding or rehearsal.

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 
Giacomo’s offers authentic Italian cuisine prepared by 
its renowned chefs. Its party room, that has a friendly 
atmosphere, is the perfect place for your bridal shower or 
rehearsal dinner. It offers off-premises catering as well. 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 252–4614
Glen Terrae has been serving Brooklyn for over 50 years 
and offers unique catering options at affordable prices 
for wedding banquets and other special occasions. It also 
features a brand new Caribbean menu.

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8200, 
greenhousecafe.com
Greenhouse Cafe offers a blend of traditions and modern 
food trends and is located in the heart of Bay Ridge. It 
has a full-sized bar and three dining rooms which include 
a beautiful atrium and outdoor dining area. It is ready to 
accommodate your boutique wedding, bridal shower, or 
rehearsal dinner. Valet parking is also available. 

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494, 
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com
Il Fornetto is the only restaurant in Sheepshead Bay with a 
waterfront view. Its banquet hall and authentic Italian cuisine 
is the perfect setting for your wedding reception.

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave. in Brooklyn,  (718) 788–0777, 
www.grandprospecthall.com
Grand Prospect Hall offers a wide variety of traditional 
wedding accommodations. It ensures the highest level of 
service to make your special day like a fairy tale.

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave. in Staten Island,  
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
This new and improved Staten Island venue, which was formerly 
the South Shore Country Club, can provide the perfect and elegant 
backdrop for your reception. It has prime dates still available.

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course at  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com
These two historic venues, each situated on a beautiful golf course, 
can provide the perfect backdrop for your wedding reception.

REBAR 
147 Front St. in Brooklyn, (718) 766–9110,  
www.rebarnyc.com
Rebar, located in the heart of DUMBO, is a gastropub that 
promises to give you a unique “Brooklyn style” wedding that 
is truly an unforgettable experience. 

SIRICO’S  
8015-23 13th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net
Sirico’s offers elegantly modern accommodations, with the 
care and service that comes from being family-owned and 
operated business for over 85 years.

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH 
BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd. in Staten Island,  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
The Vanderbilt boasts both a luxurious banquet hall and 
magnificent outdoor oceanfront space. It can provide the 
highest quality of service, regardless of your preference.

VILLA RUSSO 
118-16 101st Ave in Queens, (718) 849–0990,  
www.villarussocatering.com
Celebrate your wedding while experiencing the true radiance of 
this elegant Italian style villa that is nestled in the heart of Queens.

Entertainment
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
(718) 974–3214,  
www.facebook.com/360Entertainment,  
hree60djs@aol.com 
360 Entertainment is a DJ and event-planning company for 
all types of events and affairs. It has monthly discounts so 
follow the company on Facebook.

THE AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716–0556, www.bottledancers.com
The Amazing Bottle Dancers’ thrilling 20-minute program is a 
great addition to your wedding reception. 

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath 
Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com
This full service wedding DJ has combined the latest 
technology in music, lighting, and entertainment to make for 
an unforgettable wedding reception.

Event planning
ERRAND BOY’S EXPRESS 
(888) 418–6616 or (347) 946–9298,  
www.ErrandBoysExpress.com
This full-service event planning company offers 24/7 
assistance with lifestyle management , personal assistant, 
concierge, and errand services. It provides assistance for your 
special event or party.   

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com
Thirteenth Avenue Florist is fully equipped and can make 
your wedding day a memorable occasion. It is located in 
Dyker Heights and offers cutting-edge designs and a variety 
of signature wedding packages. 

FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com
Floral Fantasy is an instructor for Brooklyn’s Botanic Gardens 
and has your entire wedding celebration covered with 
bouquets, floral arrangements, and decorations fitting any 
budget.

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com
This company has proudly been serving the tri-state area for 
over 75 years with service, floral designs for different tastes, 
and budget-friendly wedding and reception packages.

MARINE FLORIST AND 
DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or 
(718) 338–3600, www.marineflorists.com
This 100-year-old family-owned and operated florist has your 
ceremony and reception covered on the day of your wedding

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY LTD. 
89-02 165th St., Ste. B1 in Jamaica, (718) 526–4613, 
www.bennysjewelryllc.com
Benny’s Jewelry, LTD sets the standard in fine diamond watch 
making. Twenty years of creating some of the most unique 
jewelry has given it a unique perspective on the pulse of its 
clientele. 

CHIARIELLO JEWELERS 
1135 Morris Park Ave. in the Bronx, (718) 823–0495, 
www.chiariellojewelers.com
Chiariello Jewelers has been a family owned and operated 
business since 1988. It is a full-service jewelry store and 
offers comprehensive and detailed advice at any time. 

TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305, 
www.tivolijewelers.com
Offering a wide variety of unique brands that cannot be 
found anywhere else, Tivoli Jeweler offers the highest quality 
of product while still remaining affordable.

Limousine services
A-CLASS LIMOUSINE 
(800) 760–7125, www.aclasslimousine.com
New York and New Jersey’s #1 limousine specialist has 
wedding packages to meet your budget. Call for a free price 
quote.

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com
Mila is about providing the best service possible to ensure 
the utmost satisfaction by servicing the tri-state area with 
their selection of luxury and exotic vehicles.

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy. in Wantagh, (516) 221–3040, 
www.rjlimos.com
RJ’s will beat the price of any legitimate competitor by 
offering one of the largest selections of new and exotic cars 
on the East Coast with the utmost professional service,

Photography & video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–0949, 
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
Fantasy Photography has over 30 years experience in the 
Metropolitan area and specializes in photo and video 
services for all types of weddings.

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St. in South Richmond Hill,  
(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  
www.glamourmestudio.com
Glamour Me offers one of the best wedding photo and video 
services in New York. It has packages for any budget, with a 
price and quality money-back guarantee.

JOURDAN LEON PHOTOGRAPHY 
(718) 529–4303, jourdanphotovideo.com
Jourdan Leon Photography specializes in wedding and event 
photography and video. It has been in business for t20 years 
and serves the five boroughs of New York.

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St. in Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320, 
www.onefinedayphotographers.com
This company offers award-winning photography and video 
packages and competitive pricing that can match any budget.

Salons
PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 748–7411,  
www.piloarts.com
This award winning Bay Ridge salon has been serving 
the New York area with exceptional style and service 
for 35 years. It was voted “Top five color salons” in the 
Metropolitan area and has been a choice wedding day-hair-
an- make-up destination.

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (347) 497–5720, 
salonmalave.com 
Salon Malave is owned by master hairstylist Mary K. Berlingeri-
Malave and is home to a special team of experienced and 
dedicated professionals who work tirelessly to pamper and 
indulge their clients. It offers numerous bridal services. 

Services
THE CAMBRIA FAMILY DENTAL 
CENTER 
22802 Linden Blvd. in Queens, (718) 528–8592, 
www.cambriafamilydental.com
Cambria Family Dental Center is dedicated to providing the 
entire family with outstanding preventive and restorative 
dental healthcare. It can give you a perfect smile for your 
big day.

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com
Your smile is Joseph Lichter’s top priority. His entire team is 
dedicated to providing you with the personalized, gentle care 
that you deserve. 

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com
If you teeth have chips, gaps, or just need whitening, Omni 
Dental can solve many issues with minimal visits so your 
smile can be perfect for your wedding day. Call now for a 
free consultation.

Wedding expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com
Bosco’s Wedding Expo puts on bridal shows in the New York 
and Connecticut areas. Visit it’s website to see the remaining 
2013 show dates, and special offers.

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com
Bridal Affair hosts free bridal shows through November 
and across all the boroughs. It features runway shows and 
a variety of vendors. See its website for reservations and 
additional details.

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
Great Bridal Extravaganza knows that your wedding day 
is something special and it wants your help you make your 
dreams come true. Attend a Great Bridal Extravaganza bridal 
show and enter the world of weddings and meet local and 
national bridal professionals like florists, wedding planners, 
caterers, and DJs.

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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the previous year, jumping 
from 875 to 903. Much of 
the increase, Huerta said, 
was in theft-related crimes 
such as robbery, burglary 
and grand larceny, a crime 
he said seems to have be-
come a trend throughout 
the city.

The 111th Precinct 
covers Bayside, Little Neck, 
Douglaston and part of Au-
burndale.

One of the most sig-
nificant increases has been 
the number of car thefts in 
the area, with five stolen 
vehicles reported in the 
last four weeks, according 
to Huerta. Three of those 
incidents resulted from 
drivers leaving their vehi-
cles running and doors un-
locked and Huerta warned 
residents to avoid leaving 
car keys in the ignition of 
unlocked cars.

The inspector also said 
the precinct has begun to 
receive reports of catalytic 
converters being stolen 
from underneath vehicles, 
with two incidents already 

being investigated since 
the start of the new year. 
Huerta said the valuable 
car part, which is neces-
sary to start any vehicle, is 
worth anywhere from $200 
to $300 if stolen and resold 
and takes no more than a 
minute to remove from un-
derneath the car, especially 
those that sit higher off the 
ground.

“[The thieves] prefer 
vehicles they can get under 
without using a jack,” he 
said. “Avoiding it is diffi-
cult, but just try to park in 
a well-lit area and be aware 
of your surroundings, and 
if you see something suspi-
cious, call us.”

Another increase came 
in the number of burglaries 

reported, as nine break-ins 
have been investigated by 
the 111th Precinct in the 
past month, according to 
Huerta. Most of the houses 
being targeted lie in the 
Bayside neighborhoods be-
tween Northern Boulevard 
and the Horace Harding 
Expressway or between 
Francis Lewis Boulevard 
and the Clearview Express-
way.

“For whatever reason, 
that’s a favorite part of 
our precinct for burglars,” 
Huerta said. “We have 
many units concentrating 
there trying to catch these 
guys.”

Cellphone robberies 
have become popular in the 
area as well, especially near 

schools, where Huerta said 
many of the thefts involve 
youths as both suspects 
and victims. He said new 
software for Apple prod-
ucts has made it extremely 
difficult for thieves to wipe 
clean stolen iPhones, as 
it now requires personal 
passwords, and has led to 
an increase in the number 
of other smartphones, such 
as Samsung Galaxy prod-
ucts, now being sought.

Huerta said arrests 
have been made in many of 
the robbery cases recently 
reported to the 111th, but 
urged the public to con-
tinue to be aware of their 
surroundings while walk-
ing the streets and to try 
to avoid flashing any elec-
tronic devices to strangers.

Luigi Galano, crime 
prevention officer with the 
111th, said although some 
iPhone users may not want 
to change the look of their 
devices by updating to the 
newest iOS 7 software, the 
security offered by the plat-
form may help deter poten-
tial thefts.

“The upgrade is really 
worth it, for security rea-
sons,” he said.

Continued from Page 1 

Council

Deputy Inspector Jason Huerta, right, delivers the latest crime 
statistics of the NYPD 111th precinct at its community council 
meeting. Photo by Kelsey Durham

peal, even though the case 
was unlikely to be settled 
by the time a the new may-
or took over.

The 110th and 115th 
precincts in western 
Queens along with the 
103rd Precinct in southeast 
Queens had some of the 
largest number of police 
stops across the city.

 Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who represents 
an area in western Queens 
that has historically been 
heavily affected by stop-
and-frisk, said he was 
encouraged by Bratton’s 
message but happy that 
several layers of oversight 
have been added to the de-
partment.

“In the years since 
I was elected we tried to 
work with the NYPD on is-
sues surrounding stop-and-
frisk and the department 
was unwilling to do so. We 
had to pass the Community 
Safety Act,” he said of the 
controversial legislation 
the Council approved last 

year over Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s veto. “Now 
they say we’ll work to 
change it. I thing it’s better 
to move forward with the 
oversight.”

And while the de Bla-
sio administration is look-
ing to squash its predeces-
sor’s legal appeal, the city’s 
police unions are pushing  
ahead on their own.

Before the new mayor 
was sworn in, lawyers for 
the Patrolmen’s Benevolent, 
Detectives Endowment, 
Lieutenants Benevolent and 
Captain’s Endowment asso-
ciations asked the Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
to speed up its decision on 
whether or not they can 
carry forward the appeal.

The case was decided 
by U.S. District Judge Shi-
ra Scheindlin, who said she 
had her reservations about 
overseeing such a high-pro-
file case without a jury.

“It’s not the preferable 
route,” she said from the 
bench in late 2012, accord-
ing to The New York Times, 
“because whatever the out-
come he criticism will be, 
‘This is one person.’”

Continued from Page 4 

Bratton
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Queens remains the 
dominant volleyball bor-
ough in New York City. The 
three city titles brought 
home by Queens’ teams 
should be evidence enough.

St. Francis Prep was 
the city’s top club. It won its 
seventh straight CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Divi-
sion I title and earned the 
school’s first CHSAA Class 
AA state crown since it 
won three straight from 
1984-86.

Benjamin Cardozo 
took home its third PSAL 
Class AA crown in the last 
four years with a thrilling 
victory over Midwood in 
the final.

St. John’s Prep earned 
its third straight CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Division 
II crown. Townsend Har-
ris and Archbishop Molloy 
also had strong campaigns.

Here are the people 
who made it another spe-
cial volleyball season in 
Queens:

All-Queens Player of 

the Year: Jaclyn LaFor-

gia, St. Francis Prep

On a team filled with 
plenty of potential star 
players, LaForgia easily 
stood out. The senior out-
side hitter can do it all on a 
volleyball court. She was a 
dominant force in the post-
season, putting down near-
ly every ball she is served. 
She recorded 24 kills and 
eight in the diocesan cham-
pionship match against 
Fontbonne. LaForgia con-
tinued her hot play into the 
state championship tourna-
ment. There she outdueled 
Duke-commit Leigh Meyer 
in the final with 16 kills 
and recorded a team-high 

58 kills on the day.
All-Queens Coach of 

the Year: Kevin Colucci, 

St. Francis Prep 

Colucci has built a jug-
gernaut program during 
his time at St. Francis Prep. 
The Terriers won their sev-
enth-straight diocesan 
title in dominant fashion 
this season. They were 
finally able to get over 
the hump during this 
run by winning a 
state crown in their 
third straight trip 
to the final. Colucci 
has helped put the 
program here 
through his 
aggressive 
s c h e du l -
ing, abil-
ity to 
push his 
girls to 
be better 
at some-
thing each 
day and his 
ability to bring 
cohesiveness to 
a group of talented 
players.

All-Queens Girl’s 

Volleyball First Team

OH Erica Byrne, 
Archbishop Molloy

Byrne was one of the 
key cogs to the Stanners’ 
attack, thanks to her con-
sistency and smarts. The 
senior was also Molloy’s 
emotional leader on the 
court. She was the first 
to celebrate and the one 
who usually made a play 
to settle her team down.

MH Caroline Gorecki, 

St. Francis Prep
The senior stalwart 

was a force around the net 
and one of the Terriers’ 
leaders on the floor. Gore-
cki was always a threat for 
a key kill or a big block. 
She made opponents think 

twice about being aggres-
sive at the net.

OH Hyeon Jeon Lim, 
Townsend Harris

Jeon Lim is a superb 
all-around player and one of 
the PSAL’s most dangerous 

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Monsignor McClancy 

Coach Don Kent knows his 
team has a few things work-
ing against it right now.

It has just one senior 
in guard Nhoel Deverson 
on a junior-heavy squad 
and he was playing without 
his speedy backcourt mate 
Willie Britton because 
of an ankle injury. That 
hasn’t kept McClancy from 
having success early on, 
but they have not been able 
to translate its strong play 
into league victories.

McClancy executed its 
game plan and hung with 
Monsignor Scanlan, one of 
the division favorites, for a 
half. It couldn’t match the 
Bronx school and its star 
forward Jonathan Nwank-
wo after the break and fell 
69-50 in CHSAA Class A 
boys’ basketball last Sun-
day.

“We are competing,” 
Kent said. “We are stepping 
up.”

McClancy (7-4, 1-3), 
which trailed just 33-28 
at the half, contained the 
6-foot-10 Nwankwo for two 
quarters. It then watched as 

Nwankwo attacked the bas-
ket harder and challenged 
more shots on defense after 
the break. It had trouble 
handling the Scanlan press 
and watched a 13-0 run cre-
ate a 47-30 deficit with 4:33 
left in the third quarter. 
Nwankwo scored 17 points 
and grabbed 15 rebounds.

“I think we ran out of 
gas,” Deverson said. “It’s 
tough playing him. In the 
third quarter he got at us.”

Britton, who has 
missed the last four games, 
may not be back until late 
January. Having him in 
the lineup adds a differ-
ent dimension to the Mc-
Clancy attack, including 
the potential for a 20-point 
performance. Britton is a 
speedster, who can push 
the pace in transition, help 
McClancy handle defensive 
pressure and defends an op-
ponent’s top ball handlers.

“We are very quick, 
but without him our speed 
diminishes a little bit,” 
Kent said.

Deverson has done his 
part to pick up the slack. He 
scored 40 points in a win 
over Adams St. Academy 

McClancy team falters 
without guard Britton

LaForgia tops All-Queens list
St. Francis Prep’s Kevin Colucci named TimesLedger’s Coach of the Year 

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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McClancy’s Aaron Parra (l.) shoots a reverse layup. 
Photo by Robert Cole

St. Francis Prep’s Jaclyn 
LaForgia was named 
TimesLedger Newspapers’ All-
Queens Player of the Year. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Christ the King went to 
the videotape to find inspi-
ration from humiliation.

Royals Coach Joe Ar-
bitello made his boys’ bas-
ketball team sit and watch 
every painstaking minute 
of its uninspired 21-point 
loss to Cardinal Hayes just 
before Christmas. Arbitello 
wasn’t exactly nice while 
critiquing their perfor-
mance.

“It was terrible,” CK 
junior guard Travis Atson 
said. “Sat right there, right 
in front of the screen just 
yelling about every single 
play about defense, defense, 
defense. That actually 
helped everybody a lot.”

Christ the King has 
been a different team since 

then. It went to Bingham-
ton over the holiday break 
and beat Long Island Lu-
theran in the final for the 
Stop-DWI Classic title in 
a rematch of last season’s 
state Federation champion-
ship game. The Royals then 
came home and gutted out 
a 71-66 win over host St. 
Raymond in CHSAA Class 
AA play Monday for their 
fourth straight win. They 
have applied the lessons 
from the Hayes loss.

“I think we are a better 
team,” said star sophomore 
wing Rawle Alkins, who 
scored 18 points against 
St. Ray’s. “It made us work 
hard.”

There was compla-
cency in the early season 
with the Royals coming off 
a state Federation ‘AA’ title. 
Arbitello has seen his play-
ers become more engaged 
both in practice and espe-
cially on the defensive end 
during games. Defensive 
intensity was a focal point 
after falling to Hayes.

“Now we want to win,” 
Arbitello said. “We want to 
support the name that is on 
our chest. I think the video 
of the game kind of woke ev-
erybody up.”

We still don’t know ex-
actly how good this Christ 

the King team is because 
it has rarely been whole. 
Point guard Andre Walker 
returned to the lineup to 
score 12 points against St. 
Raymond after missing four 
games. Center Adonis Dela-
rosa did not play against 

the Ravens after showing 
up late for school. Their ab-
sence allowed us to see how 
deep the Royals are.

Lesser known players 
like Atson and sophomore 
Tyrone Caldwell have ex-
celled. Atson was named 

the MVP of the Stop-DWI 
Classic after a 17-point 
performance in the final. 
Caldwell made his pres-
ence felt early against St. 
Raymond, where he got the 
start in place of Delarosa. 
He scored a game-high 22 
points.

“Guys only think we 
have two or three weapons 
— me Andre and Adonis 
— but Travis can play,” 
Alkins said. “Tyrone is an 
energy guys.”

Added Cohen, “I just 
felt like today was my day 
to step up.”

That’s exactly what 
the Royals have done as 
a unit. They turned one 
of their worst beatings in 
recent years into possibly 
the turning point in their 
season.

“The sky is the limit,” 
Atson said. “I don’t know 
what to say. People better 
watch out for us.”

They have certainly 
been put on notice.

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Lopsided loss to Hayes provides important lesson to Royals

Christ the King’s Travis Atson (r.) dribbles the ball up the court. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
Cardozo isn’t ready to 

give up its perch atop PSAL 
basketball in Queens.

The Judges got 21 
points from sophomore 
guard Rashond Salnave 
and dispensed of host Con-
struction 72-58 with first 
place on the line in the 
PSAL Queens AA division 
Monday.

Cardozo, which beat 
Brooklyn Collegiate at the 
buzzer the day prior, has 
won 11 straight league 
crowns. Construction 
moved up to the ‘AA’ this 
season.

“It was a big win for 
us,” Judges Coach Ron Na-
clerio said. “We have been 
the king of Queens for so 
long. I know Construction 
wants to be like that. A cou-
ple of years ago it was For-
est Hills, before that it was 

Campus Magnet and Edi-
son. For these kids to come 
through with flying colors 
makes me feel good.”

Cardozo senior Kris-
tian Mondesri, who had 10 
points, ended the first half 
with a three-point play that 
put Cardozo up 41-36 at the 
break. Mondesir opened to 
the scoring in the second 
half and a bucket by Carl 
Edoua Balthazar gave the 
Judges a nine-point edge 
early in the third quarter. 
Construction was able to 
cut the Cardozo lead to five, 
and that was as close as 
it would get in the second 
half.

“We came out with the 
win because we followed 
the scouting report,” Sal-
nave said. “It told us every-
thing we needed to do. We 
played our game, and our 
game led us to victory.”

The Judges (8-0) used 

a 14-6 run late in the third 
quarter to help put them 
up 59-46 heading into the 
fourth. Cardozo opened 
up the lead to 70-51 in the 
fourth en route to the win. 
Construction saw itself 
outscored 32-22 in the sec-
ond half and Coach Cory 
Semper pointed to the third 
quarter as the difference. 
Justin Wright-Foreman 
paced the Red Hawks with 
a game-high 31 points.

“We had some turn-
overs that hurt us and they 
went on a run,” he said. 
“What people don’t under-
stand is this is our first time 
playing at this [level].”

Semper is in his first 
season at the school after 
coming over from Bayside. 
He was happy with the way 
his team competed in the 
first half. Semper knows 
the Red Hawks need to play 
well for an entire game to 

overtake a team like the 
Judges.

Salnave put his team 
up 15-11 in the first quar-
ter when he completed a 
four-point play. Another 
Salnave basket made it 23-
17 heading into the second 
quarter.

The Judges went up 
26-17, but five-straight Con-
struction points trimmed 
the lead to just 26-22. The 
Red Hawks then went on a 
7-0 spurt to tie the score at 
36-36.

Mondesri said Naclerio 
stressed at halftime the im-
portance of getting off to a 
quick start after the break 
— advice they took and ex-
ecuted to earn the win.

“He just wanted us to 
come out strong,” Mondesri 
said. “We usually come out 
strong.”

Dozo beats Construction in fi rst-place battle
Judges’ 14-6 run late in the third quarter helped to secure win over rival Red Hawks in S. Ozone Park

Cardozo’s Armando Dunn passes by defenders to make a shot. 
Photo by Caroll Alvarado
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hitters. The junior helped 
lead Townsend Harris to a 
second place finish behind 
Dozo in Queens A East. She 
has 46 kills, 32 digs and 17 
aces this season in league 
play.

OH Kerry Mackey, 
Christ the King

Christ the King took 
steps forward as a program 
this season — two league 
wins — behind Mackey. 
The senior is one of the 
city’s most under-the-radar 
players. She had 14 kills to 
lead the Royals past Mary 
Louis for its first league 
victory in two years.

OH Anja Malesevic, 
Benjamin Cardozo

The Serbian import 
made a huge impact in her 
only season in the PSAL. 
The senior was the driving 
force behind the Judges’ 
PSAL city title. They were 
a different team with her 
up front. She had 19 kills 
in the championship match 
against Midwood.

L Rachel Ng, Benjamin 
Cardozo

The senior was the 
heart and soul of the Judges’ 
squad. She did all the dirty 
work and made the hustle 
plays. Ng led the team in 
digs with 89 in league play. 
That includes 17 in the title 
match that saw Dozo have 
to rally to win the first set.

S Nicole Tong, St. 
Francis Prep

Tong had plenty of tal-
ent around her and used it 
to perfection. The senior 
knew when to spread the 
ball around and when to 
feed the hot hand. She al-
lowed the Terriers’ attack 
to fully realize its potential. 

She had 39 assists and 10 
digs in the diocesan final.

RS Emily Rabot, Arch-
bishop Molloy

The senior has been 
a rock for the Stanners 
throughout her career and 
was again so this season. 
She provided a fresh-faced 
squad with leadership and 
was also the team’s top 
threat around the net. Mol-
loy has big shoes to fill in 
her absence.

MH Stephanie Sokolich, 
St. Francis Prep

Sokolich was argu-
ably the Terriers’ most im-
proved player. The senior’s 
poise and power around the 
nets kept opponents from 
being able to key on Jaclyn 
LaForgia and Caroline 
Gorecki. She was a big rea-
son SFP was state champs.

S Jessica Yin, Benja-
min Cardozo

The two-year starter 
continued to show why she 

is one of the city’s best set-
ters and also a big weapon 
serving. Yin recorded 163 
assists and 44 aces. She 
developed chemistry quick 
with Anja Malesevic and 
helped in the development 
of the team’s other hitters.

Honorable Mention

S Pamela Arce, Bryant
OH/MH Annalis Fee, 

Francis Lewis
S Patricia Grippi, Long 

Island City
MH Caity Hall, St. 

John’s Prep
OH Kayla Kilgallen, 

Mary Louis
MH Camille Pangalan-

gan Archbishop Molloy
RS Elayine Pereira, 

Mary Louis
S Emma Michaels, 

Scholars Academy
S Joanna Rios, Christ 

the King
MH Whitney Yeung, 

Benjamin Cardozo

at Aviator over Christmas 
break and tallied 14 points 
against Scanlan (8-3, 4-0). 
Forward William Advent 
had 14 points and Michael 

Herring added 11 points.
There is more pressure 

on me now,” Deverson said. 
“I have to step up more. 
There are no breaks. I have 
to play every play defense 
and offense.”

He believes his team 
can beat Scanlan if they 
are at full strength when 

they play next. The return 
of Britton can form a back-
court that is tough to deal 
with.

“With Nhoel and Wil-
lie I think they are two 
of the best guards in the 
league,” Kent said. “They 
complement each other.”

McClancy

Continued from Page 47 

All-Queens

Continued from Page 47 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The St. John’s Univer-

sity men’s basketball team 
has dug itself into an early 
hole in Big East play.

The Johnnies fell to 
Xavier and was handed 
a 77-66 defeat by rival 
Georgetown Saturday at 
the Verizon Center. They 
will be back on the road 
again to face nationally 
ranked Villanova Jan. 11.

St. John’s Coach Steve 
Lavin chose to shake up 
the starting lineup against 
Georgetown after a poor 
second half in a 70-60 loss 
at Xavier Dec. 31. He in-
serted sparsely used re-
serve Phil Balamou and 
walk-on Khadim Ndiaye 
into the first five to reward 
them for their efforts.

The move did not 
work out as planned.

St. John’s got off to a 
horrific start and never 
recovered. The Johnnies 
trailed 42-16 at halftime, 
the fewest points at the 
break since they scored 
17 in a loss to Marquette 
March 10, 2010. The Red 
Storm shot just 21.4 percent 
as the Hoyas shot a blister-
ing 62.5 percent. George-
town led by as many as 33 
points in the first half and 
has beaten St. John’s in its 
last five meetings.

“Georgetown domi-
nated the first half,” Lavin 
said. “Our effort and ex-
ecution were better in 
the second half, but this 
league is too strong to not 
compete for 40 minutes.”

Max Hooper led St. 
John’s with 13 points, 
including four three-
pointers and Sir’Dominic 
Pointer added 11 points. 

D’Angelo Harrison and Ja-
Karr Sampson were held 
to a combined 10 points. St. 
John’s scored 44 second-
half points.

D’Vaunt Smith-Ri-
vera, who outscored the 
Johnnies 20-16 in the first 
half, paced the Hoyas with 
31 points and six rebounds. 
Markel Starks chipped in 
12 points and five boards.

Lavin believes in look-
ing to the Hoyas’ start last 
season as hope that his 
team can also turn things 
around. Georgetown lost 
its first two league games 
and went on to finish 14-4 
in Big East play. Doing so 
will be putting forth a com-
plete and spirited effort, 
unlike that one against 

Georgetown.
“We’re now 0-2 like 

Georgetown was at this 
point last year and we will 
turn our attention to pre-
paring for a very good Vil-
lanova team,” Lavin said. 
“Clearly we need to put 
two halves together if we 
expect to be able to win.”

Red Storm women’s 

hoops falls to Xavier: 
Aliyyah Handford scored 
a team-high 17 points, but 
it wasn’t enough in a 70-65 
road defeat.

Amber Thompson 
added 16 points and nine 
rebounds for St. John’s 
(8-5, 1-1). Shatrya Hawkes 
tallied 20 points to pace 
Xavier (6-8, 1-1).

St. John’s off to slow start 
after defeat by rival Hoyas

St. John’s University’s Sir’Dominic Pointer shoots 
as Georgetown’s guard D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera look on. 

AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta

Cardozo’s Jessica Yin tries to score a point against Poly Prep. 
Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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born were Flushing, Co-
rona and Jackson Heights, 
each with over six-in-ten 
residents born outside the 
U.S.,” the report read.

And while Elmhurst 
is proportionally the most 
foreign neighborhood in all 
of New York City, it is less 
so than it was in 2000. The 
western Queens neighbor-

hood’s foreign population 
dropped about 4 percent 
during that time span and 
other communities like 
Astoria (down about 30 per-
cent) and Jackson Heights 
(down 9.7 percent) — while 
still heavily populated by 
immigrants — also record-
ed losses.

And while many of 
Queens’ most diverse neigh-
borhoods had declines in 
their immigrant popula-
tions, some experienced 

increases.
Corona, Flushing and 

Richmond Hill each had 
their immigrant popula-
tions climb between 4 per-
cent and 8 percent, and 
South Ozone Park under-
went a boom of 14.5 per-
cent.

Throughout the bor-
ough, Asian immigrants 
account for 37 percent of 
the population, making 
Queens the only county 
in the city where Asians 

formed a plurality.
Bangladeshis broke 

into the borough’s Top 10 
immigrant groups, out-
ranking Indians for the 
first time.

Immigrants from 
China — who made up 13 
percent of Queens’ overall 
population — were at the 
top of the list, followed by 
those from Guyana, Ecua-
dor, Mexico, the Dominican 
Republic, Columbia, Korea, 
Bangladesh, India and Ja-

unanimously behind the 
new speaker, and amid the 
swell of agreeability Coun-
cilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens) — who 
was a candidate for the po-
sition early on — stood out 
when he said debate should 
not be taboo.

“We shouldn’t be afraid 

of dissent, we shouldn’t be 
afraid of debate,” he said. 
“There’s really nothing 
wrong with that. That’s de-
mocracy.”

Speaking to the Coun-
cil, Mark-Viverito pledged 
to tackle issues such as 
reforming the education 
system and fighting for a 
higher minimum wage.

“And yes, we will unite 
to hold the administration 
and the mayor account-
able,” she said.

Flushing, Douglaston and 
Little Neck in the early 
1900s, prevent the con-
struction of walls or fences 
within 20 feet of the prop-
erty lines and streets, pro-
hibit flat roofs and mandate 
minimum lot sizes and con-
struction costs for homes, 
Graziano said.

The restriction cov-
ers about 500 properties 
overseen by the Broadway-
Flushing Homeowners As-
sociation, more than 300 
under the Westmoreland 
Association in Little Neck 
 and close to 600 involved 
with the Douglas Manor 
Association, according to 
a joint memo the associa-
tions sent to Council can-

didates this fall. The cov-
enant also applies to more 
than 500 properties in the 
Station Road section of Au-
burndale.

Douglas Manor is land-
marked, which gives its as-
sociation more control over 
development.

Graziano said more 
strict covenants guide con-
struction in Bayside Gables 
and Forest Hill Gardens, 
where a private corpora-
tion run by the neighbor-
hood has the authority to 
approve or disprove any 
development in its jurisdic-
tion based on design. 

After the Man family 
developed Richmond Hill, 
it transformed the golf 
course into the neighbor-
hood known today as Kew 
Gardens. Residual cove-
nants limiting setbacks for 
houses and fences and min-

imum lot sizes govern con-
struction in Richmond Hill 
Terrace, north of Hillside 
Avenue from 106th Street 
to Lefferts Boulevard, the 
Kew-Forest neighborhood 
and several parts of Kew 
Gardens, Graziano said.

Van Court, in Forest 
Hills, has similar restric-
tions, Graziano said.

Van Close and Arbor 
Close, which include Forest 
Hills rowhouses on Austin 
Street each bordering a 
central commonly owned 
green space, have a cov-
enant stipulating that the 
residents jointly own the 
garden areas and protect-
ing the buildings’ architec-
ture. 

Similarly, Sunnyside 
Gardens has a covenant 
ensuring residents control 
courtyards between row-
houses and Beech Court 

in College Point has such 
a restriction staking out 
homeowners own a green 
spaces.

Janet McCreesh, presi-
dent of the Broadway-Flush-
ing Homeowners Associa-
tion, said violations have 
grown so frequent that the 
association encounters one 
about once a month.

“The Department of 
Buildings is a government 
agency. People listen to 
them,” she said. “We ring 
the bell. We send letters. 
Some immediately under-
stand and they look around 
and see that nobody else 
has a fence .... Some don’t 
want to know. They contin-
ue with it. Then we have to 
use our lawyers.”

The Broadway-Flush-
ing Homeowners Asso-
ciation won two cases this 
summer: One victory gave 

the organization the au-
thority to prevent a hom-
eowner from building a 
wall that violated an open 
space requirement, and the 
second forbids a new owner 
from dividing a lot into two 
subdivisions with one home 
apiece.

Graziano said he was 
accustomed to seeing five to 
10 disputes over covenants 
head to court every year in 
Queens.

Walter Mugdan, presi-
dent of the Westmoreland 
Association, said he was 
aware of three to four law-
suits in the organization’s 
90-year-history.

“It’s about once a gen-
eration,” he said. “We try to 
avoid them. They’re incred-
ibly time consuming and 
expensive. But we win.”

Mugdan said the last 
major trial, in the late ’80s, 

would have cost the asso-
ciation at least $150,000, but 
the organization was only 
able to pay half the fees. It 
also had attorneys from the 
neighborhood donate their 
time.

Avella introduced a 
similar bill when he was in 
the City Council, where he 
served two terms. He said 
it failed becuase real estate 
developers held too much 
sway over the City Council.

Now, a state legislator, 
Avella said he is trying the 
bill in Albany, where he be-
lieves the industry lobby is 
weaker.

“At the very least, it 
brings the issue up again, 
and maybe with a new ad-
ministration they might be 
a little more forward think-
ing,” he said.

sister was my heart. I will 
love and miss you forever.”

Tromp taught at PS 79, 
at 147-27 15th Drive in Whit-
estone, for more than 17 
years. Parents remembered 
her as the type of teacher 
who former students would 
come back to see years 
after they left PS 79. She 
treated her students as if 
they were her own children 
and referred to them as her 
babies, parents said.

“She loved the babies 
and they loved her, too. She 
was a really good person,” 
said Nanette Dougherty, 
the school librarian at PS 
79.

Tromp grew up in 
Flushing with many hob-
bies and talents. Her sister 

remembered her as an avid 
New York Mets fan who 
rarely missed a game grow-
ing up.

“She was the best. Ev-
erything she did I wanted 
to do,” Anastasi said. “She 
was my older sister and I 
adored her.”

Tromp attended St. Ag-

nes Academic High School 
in College Point and later 
went to Queens College.

Anastasi said her sis-
ter always wanted to be a 
teacher, but there was a 
lack of teaching jobs when 
she graduated from college. 
Tromp’s parents talked her 
into taking a job as an ad-

ministrative assistant un-
til she got an opportunity 
to teach.

She started at PS 79 as 
a teaching assistant and 
later started taking night 
classes at St. John’s Univer-
sity to get her master’s de-
gree in teaching, all while 
raising two sons as a single 
mother.

PS 79 brought in sub-
stitute teachers Monday so 
all of Tromp’s colleagues 
could attend the funeral.

Tromp’s family suf-
fered  an eerily similar trag-
edy Nov. 9, 2007, when her 
mother Connie Anastasi 
died when she was ejected 
from her car in a two-vehi-
cle accident in Broadway-
Flushing.

After her mother died, 
Tromp started taking care 
of her 89-year-old father, 
Louis. She was on her way 

to buy food for him when 
she was struck by Zupnick, 
said her sister.

Zupnick told police 
he did not see Tromp com-
ing as he approached the 
intersection and that he 
“was not paying attention 
to the speed of his vehicle,” 
according to the crimi-
nal complaint filed by the 
Queens district attorney. 
Zupnick’s license had been 
suspended nine times on at 
least five occasions, the last 
date occurring Nov. 26,  the 
criminal complaint said.

“I was outraged. I 
thought a suspended license 
meant you would be kept off 
the road. I was taught driv-
ing was a privilege, not a 
right,” said Gene Tsapogas, 
Tromp’s fiancé of 15 years. 
“The laws need to change. 
If you get caught driving 
suspended, you should go 

to jail for a year.”
Zupnick was arraigned 

New Year’s Day and will 
next appear in court Feb. 3.

“We are heartbroken 
and sick over this,” Anas-
tasi said. “My 89-year-old 
father just aged another 
30 years. This exhausted 
him.”

Anastasi said she 
wanted to thank all the 
students, parents, teachers, 
friends and family mem-
bers who came to say good-
bye to Tromp.

“I’ve never seen such a 
big outpouring of people,” 
she said. “I just want them 
all to know how much we 
appreciate their support 
and their love.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

ROP

Continued from Page 1 

Funeral

Continued from Page 4 

Covenants

Continued from Page 4 

Speaker
Continued from Page 5 

Immigrants

Annamarie Tromp (c.) is surrounded by her sons Robert (l.) and 
Christopher. Photo courtesy the Anastasi family
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BT UNIFIEDSYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS ADSale Prices Valid January 1st through January 31st

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

ROOFING SIDING

MASONRY

Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL & FIBERGLASS
DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

TL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$69900$81500

REG.

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

$149900

ON SALE

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

$18900
REG.

$39900

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
      Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door knob/Dead Bolt

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

COUPON

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!FREE in Home
Estimates

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

BOW WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE

ON SALE
$189900

REG.
$289900

GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7'

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$39900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$58900$63900

COUPON

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

FULLY INSTALLED UP TO 96” x 45”

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or

WINDOW
FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

REG. ON SALE
$18900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

BASEMENT
SLIDERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX


