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BY BILL PARRY
 
Make Queens Safer is grow-

ing in numbers and increased 
visibility.

A group of 25 traffic safety 

advocates,  alarmed with the 
growing rate of pedestrian killed 
and injured by reckless drivers, 
gathered outside City Hall during 
Bill de Blasio’s mayoral inaugu-
ration New Year’s Day. They held 

signs and handed out stickers 
while standing under a banner 
that read, “Vision Zero Begins 
Today — Congratulations Mayor 
de Blasio.” The mayor and Police 
Commissioner Bill Bratton sup-

port “Vision Zero,” a Swedish 
play to eliminate traffic deaths 
and injury. 

The banner drew a lot of at-
tention.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria), City Councilmen 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) and Brad Lander (D-Brook-
lyn) and state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) stopped by to 
chat with the members.

When Polly Trottenberg saw 
the banner, she also stopped to 
talk with them.

“We had no idea who she 
was,” Make Queens Safer Co-
founder Cristina Furlong said.

Trottenberg is the incoming 
commissioner of the city Depart-
ment of Transportation, the per-
son the group will need the most 
if it is to transform traffic safety 
in the borough.

“It was really great because 
she walked up to us and said this 
mattered most to her,” Furlong 
said.

Trottenberg told the group 
that when she takes over DOT, 
she wants to meet with the mem-
bers first to shape an agenda.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
An arm of the Rev. Floyd 

Flake’s Allen AME Church 
turned over a pair of derelict 
apartment buildings to a Brook-
lyn-based nonprofit developer 
several months ago after it failed 
to renovate them under a city-
run affordable housing program, 
TimesLedger Newspapers has 
learned.

In June, Flake’s Allen Af-
fordable Housing Development 
Fund Corp. sold two southeast 
Queens buildings that had ap-
peared on the city public advo-
cate’s slumlords list to the Mu-
tual Housing Association of New 
York, a Brooklyn-based developer 
that took over the gut-rehabilita-
tion agreement Allen Affordable 
made with the city Department of 
Housing Preservation and Devel-
opment in 2006, property records 
show.

A spokesman for the depart-
ment said Allen Affordable’s proj-
ect stalled due to capacity issues 
and challenges with tenants, and 
the two partners agreed that in 

BY BILL PARRY
 
 Queens is finally getting a convention cen-

ter.
Fleet Financial Group purchased the DiBla-

si Ford Dealership in Corona for $17 million last 
month and is planning to build a 106,000-square-
foot complex that will include a 25-story hotel, 

Boro’s fi rst convention center 
planned in new Corona hotel

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Hundreds of friends 

and family members gath-
ered at Flushing’s St. 
Andrew Avellino Parish 
Monday to mourn the loss 
of Annamarie Tromp, a 
beloved pre-K teacher who 
died in a New Year’s Eve 

car crash.
Anthony Zupnick, 24, 

of Flushing, was allegedly 
driving with a suspended 
license when he collided 
with Tromp, 56, who was 
behind the wheel at the 
corner of 33rd Avenue and 
172nd Street, a few blocks 
from her home, shortly 

after 2:30 p.m. New Year’s 
Eve, the NYPD said. He 
could not provide a valid 
driver’s license when police 
arrived and was arrested 
on charges of aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, police said.

“She was my hero. I 

Floyd Flake’s
housing unit
loses city deal

Make Queens Safer gains ground
Advocacy group’s fi ght against reckless drivers captures commish’s attention

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Flushing pre-K teacher mourned

Annamarie Tromp (c.) is surrounded by 
her sons Robert (l.) and Christopher. 

Photo courtesy the Anastasi family

SLIP AND SLIDE

Jayden Yip, 8, carries his brother Harry, 6, on his back for the ride down a snow-covered hill at Juniper Valley 
Park. Photo by Christina Santucci
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
The developers of 

Flushing Commons have 
cleared their last hurdle 
before going ahead with the 
long-delayed development 
of Flushing’s Municipal 
Lot 1.

Rockefeller and TDC 
Development, part of F&T 
Group, closed on a deal 
with the city to purchase 
the property Dec. 30, a 
day before the deadline. If 
they had not completed the 
agreement by the end of the 
year, they would have had 
to renegotiate the deal with 
the new mayoral adminis-
tration.

The developers can 
now go ahead and start pre-
paring the site for construc-
tion, scheduled to begin in 
March.

“We’re finally here 
after a lot of years. I know 
a lot of people have been 
patient. With the economic 
downturn of the last five 
years, it threw a monkey 
wrench into our plans. We 
had to adapt, but I’m happy 
to say we’re finally doing 
it,” said Michael Meyer, 
head of F&T Group, at a 
Community Board 7 meet-

ing in December.
The $850 million devel-

opment was originally pro-
posed eight years ago and 
passed by the City Council 
in 2010, but faced years of 
delays as the project ran 
into financial trouble.

The multi-use com-
plex will have residential, 
retail and commercial 
space. It will also house a 
62,000-square-foot YMCA 
and 1,600 parking spaces.

The developers’ con-
struction plan will see the 
complex built in two phases 
in order to preserve the ex-
isting 1,144 parking spaces 
on the lot, at the corner of 
39th Avenue and Union 
Street. A four-level under-
ground parking structure 
will be built in the first 
phase to allow for the bulk 
of the above-ground con-
struction to take part in the 
second phase without dis-
rupting available parking.

“We’ll be able to keep 
the 1,144-space car capac-
ity on site while we build,” 
Meyer said. “That’s going 
to benefit the local mer-
chants, which is a concern 
for them.”

“Less construction, 
less congestion, less dis-

placement” was Meyer’s 
motto when he presented 
the final details of the de-
velopment to the CB 7 meet-
ing.

Standard Parking, the 
private firm in charge of 
parking on the property, 
announced there would be 
no charge to park on Mu-
nicipal Lot 1 from the date 
they closed on the property 
until Jan. 15, when drivers 
will be charged $3 for an 
hour, $8 for 12 hours and 
$16 for 24 hours.

These rates have 
caused concern among 
community leaders and 
members of Flushing’s 
business community who 
are worried commuters 
will take advantage of the 
rates, leaving less space for 
Flushing residents to park.

The developers re-
sponded to these concerns 
by saying they are willing 
to work with the commu-
nity on their parking plan 
and that rates could be 
raised eventually to deter 
abuse.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Municipal Lot 1 in Flushing waits for construction on the Flushing Commons development to begin 
now that developers have closed on the property with the city. Photo by Christina Santucci

Work to begin in March
on Flushing Commons
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has introduced 
legislation that would com-
pel the city to enforce re-
strictive covenants along-
side zoning ordinances.

The bill would permit 
homeowners and neigh-
borhood organizations to 
register properties subject 
to restrictive covenants 
or other deed stipulations 
governing design and de-
velopment with the city De-
partment of Buildings. The 
department would then 
check a registry of such 
restrictions before issuing 
building permits. Avella, 
who served in the City 
Council for two terms, said 
the DOB would be charged 
with enforcing covenants 
under his legislation.

“They would be re-
sponsible for enforcement, 
just like with zoning ordi-

nances,” Avella  said. “Why 
should private citizens have 
to pay exorbitant amounts 
to enforce it?”

The DOB did not re-
spond to several requests 
for comment.

Paul Graziano, an ur-
ban planning and historic 

preservation consultant, 
said covenants emerged 
after the Norman invasion 
of England with English 
common law. In the United 
States, developers began ty-
ing clauses stipulating how 
development should pro-
ceed in deeds in an effort 

to ensure that communi-
ties retain their character. 
When municipal zoning 
was developed later, the 
restrictive covenants main-
tained their legal jurisdic-
tion, but were not enforced 
by the city like zoning ordi-
nances.

If builders do not abide 
by covenants, neighborhood 
associations have been suc-
cessfully taking them to 
court. But legal fees often 
cost at least $50,000 and can 
be as high as $200,000, Gra-
ziano said.

“Developers come in 
with guns loaded and tons 
of money,” he said. “These 
guys have the money to just 
wait you out if you’re a ho-
meowners association.”

But if a community al-
lows too many exceptions 
in its neighborhoods, Gra-
ziano said it is much more 
difficult to prove a cove-
nant is still relevant.

Covenants, established 
by the Rickert Finlay Co. 
when it developed Bell-
court, between Bell Bou-
levard and the Clearview 
Expressway and 35th and 
39th avenues,  and parts of 
Flushing, Douglaston and 
Little Neck in the early 

1900s, prevent the con-
struction of walls or fences 
within 20 feet of the prop-
erty lines and streets, pro-
hibit flat roofs and mandate 
minimum lot sizes and con-
struction costs for homes, 
Graziano said.

The restriction cov-
ers about 500 properties 
overseen by the Broadway-
Flushing Homeowners As-
sociation, more than 300 
under the Westmoreland 
Association in Little Neck 
 and close to 600 involved 
with the Douglas Manor 
Association, according to 
a joint memo the associa-
tions sent to Council can-
didates this fall. The cov-
enant also applies to more 
than 500 properties in the 
Station Road section of Au-
burndale.

Douglas Manor is land-
marked, which gives its as-
sociation more control over 
development.

State Sen. Tony Avella announces legislation that would compel the city to enforce restrictive cove-
nants in deeds. Photo courtesy Avella

Avella wants city to enforce convenants
Bayside senator authors bill to require Buildings Dept. to check deeds before issuing permits

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
In the borough that 

prides itself as the most di-
verse county in the nation, 
almost half of Queens’ 2.2 
million residents were born 
in another country.

Between 2000 and 2011, 
Queens’ population became 
increasingly foreign-born, 
according to a recent re-
port by the Department of 
City Planning analyzing 
census data.

Immigrants accounted 
for 48.5 percent of the bor-
ough’s overall population 
in 2011, compared to 46.1 
percent in 2000.

“In terms of immi-
grants as a percentage of 
the population, Queens was 
the most heavily immigrant 
borough,” the department’s 
report said. “The 1.09 mil-
lion immigrants in Queens 
comprised nearly one-half 
of the borough’s population 

(49 percent), the highest im-
migrant concentration in 
the city.”

The city’s report 
breaks the census data 
down to the neighborhood 
level, showing which neigh-
borhoods have the most im-

migrants, which have the 
most disproportional for-
eign-born populations and 
which neighborhoods are 
experiencing the most flux.

Although Queens had 
the largest foreign-born 
population, the neighbor-

hood with the most immi-
grants was Washington 
Heights in Manhattan, 
which had more than 80,000 
immigrants by 2011.

But only about 49 per-
cent of Washington Heights 
was foreign born, whereas 

Elmhurst — which ranked 
third in the city with a 
foreign-born population of 
77,110 — was 71 percent for-
eign.

“Other neighborhoods 
— all in Queens — with a 
disproportionate share of 
residents who were foreign-
born were Flushing, Co-
rona and Jackson Heights, 
each with over six-in-ten 
residents born outside the 
U.S.,” the report read.

And while Elmhurst 
is proportionally the most 
foreign neighborhood in all 
of New York City, it is less 
so than it was in 2000. The 
western Queens neighbor-
hood’s foreign population 
dropped about 4 percent 
during that time span and 
other communities like 
Astoria (down about 30 per-
cent) and Jackson Heights 
(down 9.7 percent) — while 
still heavily populated by 
immigrants — also record-

ed losses.
And while many of 

Queens’ most diverse neigh-
borhoods had declines in 
their immigrant popula-
tions, some experienced 
increases.

Corona, Flushing and 
Richmond Hill each had 
their immigrant popula-
tions climb between 4 per-
cent and 8 percent, and 
South Ozone Park under-
went a boom of 14.5 per-
cent.

Throughout the bor-
ough, Asian immigrants 
account for 37 percent of 
the population, making 
Queens the only county 
in the city where Asians 
formed a plurality.

Bangladeshis broke 
into the borough’s Top 10 
immigrant groups, out-
ranking Indians for the 
first time.

Victor Tan, 7, pets a lion dancer during a Lunar New Year celebration through Elmhurst.

Study fi nds Queens has most immigrants of any borough
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Dr Paul Im, D.D.S
specializing in dental implants

252-20 Northern Blvd., Suite 200, Little Neck, NY 11362 718-224-9453

 “Premium care with a gentle touch” 

Winter specials 
Implant Full Package

 Winter Special  25% Off 
Complete Exam, X-ray, and
Scaling only $80 for new
non-insured patients

BY BILL PARRY

Straphangers on the N and Q 
subway lines were the first to no-
tice that the artists from 5Pointz 
are back in Queens.

Jonathan Cohen, the group’s 
curator who goes by the name 
Meres One, put a mural over a 
Laundromat in Astoria just be-
fore Christmas.

Meres One painted a half 
dozen of his iconic “Bright Idea” 
light bulbs around a 5Pointz logo 
with a slogan saying “Keep the  
Lights On” on the wall of a three-
family residential building, at 
30-14 35th Ave., owned by Jason 
Zografakis.

“It came up in a conversa-
tion with a mutual friend of ours 
and it seemed like the perfect fit,” 
Zografakis said.

Zografakis became a 5Pointz 
fan when he moved to Long Island 
City 15 years ago and got angry 
when owner Jerry Wolkoff had 
the graffiti mecca whitewashed 
in the dark of night Nov. 19. 
Wolkoff is preparing to demolish 

the block-long warehouse com-
plex to make way for two luxury 
high-rises.

“It made me angry what hap-
pened to them. It’s a sad thing,” 
Zografakis said. “That was such 
a well-known landmark. I would 
take friends visiting from out of 
town all the time. It’s great having 
them back painting in Queens, 
especially along the subway line. 
That’s great exposure.”

He said Meres One would be 
back with other 5Pointz artists to 

add more murals to the wall.
Zografakis is also a partner 

in Marketa, a new gastropub that 
opened at 37-17 30th Ave.

“I have a lot of friends with 
bare walls who are interested, 
too,” he said. “They’re taking the 
cool out of New York, so we’re go-
ing to put some cool right here in 
Astoria.”

Meres One had taken his 
street art to Manhattan in early 
December, putting a temporary 
mural on the wall of Rag & Bone, a 

store on East Houston Street, and 
had planned tributes to Nelson 
Mandela in Brooklyn. The artists 
felt that Queens had turned their 
back after they moved out of the 
offices at 5Pointz Dec.1. They wel-
comed the invitation back to their 
home borough.

“It’s one wall at a time,” said 
Marie Cecile Flageul, spokes-
woman for 5Pointz. “In the spring 
we’ll be back in business. There 
was a lack of support from cer-
tain politicians, but private own-

ers are willing to support us and 
we’ll take them up on any offers.”

Zografakis said the new 
street art has been well-received 
in the neighborhood.

“All of my tenants love it and 
I see people stopping by to take 
pictures every day. I’ve had zero 
negative feedback about the graf-
fiti,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

Meres One’s “Bright Idea” light bulbs reappear in Queens along the N and Q subway lines. Photo by Bill Parry

5Pointz art back in Queens as Meres One gets new wall
Astoria residential building serves as fi rst of many projects as developer preps for LIC demolition
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A developer has sub-
mitted plans to construct 
a seven-story, 90-unit resi-
dential building on top of 
a brownfield site in Ridge-
wood.

Just before the new 
year, Essex Capital Part-
ners Ltd., a Manhattan-
based national real estate 
firm, submitted paperwork 
to demolish a shuttered 
post office and two one-
story commercial build-
ings, at 16-14 through 16-32 
Madison St., and build a 
63,395-square-foot apart-
ment building in their 
place. The developer plans 
to include 46 parking spots, 
according to city Depart-
ment of Building filings.

Essex Capital did not 
return a call for comment.

The company, through 
a limited liability corpora-
tion called 1614 Madison 
Partners, purchased 16-14 
through 16-32 Madison St. 
for $4.7 million in August.

That same month, 1614 
Madison Partners inked a 
Brownfield Cleanup Pro-
gram agreement with the 
state Environmental De-
partment of Conservation. 
Under the cleanup initia-
tive, the state attempts to 
spur owners of contami-
nated property to redevelop 
the sites by offering them 
tax benefits to remediate 
the pollution.

The developer’s two-lot 
purchase once housed the 
Philru Knitting Mill and 

contains concentrations of 
a toxic chemical often used 
to dry clean fabrics and de-
grease metals that exceed 
state guidelines, according 
to paperwork 1614 Madi-
son Partners filed with the 
DEC.

The DEC received a 
draft investigation work 
plan for the site and invited 
the public to share feedback 
through Jan. 10 on how the 
LLC proposes to examine 
the site’s contamination.

After adjusting the 
investigation plan, if nec-
essary, 1614 Madison Part-
ners will use the results 
of environmental tests to 
compile a report and draft 
a proposed cleanup plan. 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Police were looking 
for one or two masked gun-
men who killed a southeast 
Queens hip-hop artist with 
ties to rapper 50 Cent in 
Springfield Gardens last 
week.

Jamal Green, who also 
went by the stage name 
Mazaradi Fox, was killed 
early in the evening of 
Jan. 3 when one or two un-
known gunmen opened fire 
on the SUV he and three 
others were sitting in at 
the corner of 134th Avenue 
and Farmers Boulevard in 
Springfield Gardens, police 
said.

Green, 42, was shot in 
the torso and pronounced 
dead at the scene, while the 
other three victims were 
taken to area hospitals, po-
lice said.

A 21-year-old man 
with a gunshot wound to 
his neck and shoulder was 
taken to Jamaica Hospital 
in critical condition, police 
said.

A 22-year-old man who 
was shot in the leg and a 
32-year-old woman who 
was grazed on the neck 
were taken to different hos-
pitals in stable condition, 
police said.

Authorities said they 
were looking for one or 
two gunmen in masks who 
drove away in a black ve-
hicle.

Green had served sev-

eral years in prison, first on 
a four-year term on weap-
ons charges beginning in 
2001 and most recently a 2 
1/2-year stint for attempted 
assault.

He had been released 
from the Queensboro cor-
rectional facility in Long 
Island City on parole just 
two weeks before he was 
killed and was staying in 
an apartment with his girl-
friend just down the street 
from where he was shot, 
according to the woman’s 

20-year-old son, who said he 
did not know much about 
the rapper.

“All he did was talk 
about his music,” Karon 
Woods said.

Green was best known 
in the music world for his 
ties to 50 Cent, aka Curtis 
Jackson, who grew up in 
South Jamaica.

The megastar signed 
Green to his G-Unit record 
label in 2007 and the two 
worked together on a num-
ber of mix tapes.

Green never put out 
his own album, however, 
and in 2008 his deal with 
the record label dissolved, 
according to mtv.com.

Hours after Green was 
killed, 50 Cent took to Twit-
ter to mourn his friend’s 
death.

“Saddened by the 
news of Mazaradi’s tragic 
passing my thoughts and 
prayers go out to his fam-
ily and friends #smsaudio,” 
the rapper tweeted.

Essex Capital Partners Ltd. 
seeks to build a 90-unit 
apartment building on two 
Ridgewood lots it has entered 
into the Brownfield Cleanup 
Program. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Jamal Green, (r.) also known as Mazaradi Fox, used a photo of himself and rapper 50 Cent as his 
Twitter picture.

Ridgewood homes
planned on toxic lot

Friend of 50 Cent killed
Cops looking for at least one gunman in Springfi eld Gds. shooting
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BY KERLERN RAE TUITT

Flooding has plagued 
Rockaways residents of 
Beach 84th Street and 
Beach Channel Drive for 
years, but the long-term ef-
fects have made sinkholes a 
dangerous new problem for 
families living there.

Marissa Bernowitz, re-
lief site coordinator for the 
Rockaway’s Free Flea Mar-
ket, said the floods have 
been an issue as long as she 
has “been alive.”

“Every time it rains 
it floods, and people are 
walking in raw sewage,” 
Bernowitz said.

Water is more likely 
to flow into the area be-
cause the intersection sits 
lower than the areas that 
surround it, said Commu-
nity Board 14 District Man-
ager Jonathan Gaska, who 
pointed out that the storm 
sewers were also not func-
tioning properly, 

“We requested they be 

repaired. It’s an ongoing 
capital sewer project,” 

Gaska said the com-
pleted sewer project should 
provide some relief, but it is 
not scheduled to be finished 
until the end of spring.

As a result of the flood-
ing, residents have had to 
deal with damaged houses 
and the risk of new holes 
opening up. Families are 
also faced with the threat 
of injury if someone were to 

fall into one of the holes. So 
far, no one has been hurt.

“There are many 
young children living in 
these homes, and they can’t 
get to school sometimes or 
get out under these condi-

tions should an emergency 
arise,” said Brett Scudder, 
40,  of Rockaway Beach.

Scudder and his family 
used to live on Beach 69th 
Street before they lost their 
home in Hurricane Sandy. 
They found a new house 
on Beach 84th Street about 
three months ago, and since 
they moved in, Scudder has 
reported multiple incidents 
of flooding to the area’s 
City Council members and 
the city Department of En-
vironmental Protection. 
Scudder also said the sink-
holes have grown in size.

“As far as the collapses, 
that’s what happens when 
the ground gets inundated 
by water — it gets weak un-
der it,” Gaska said.

Gaska said the flood-
ing and the sinkholes stem 
from different things, in-
cluding the effects of Hur-
ricane Sandy.

“That whole area was 
under 5 to 6 feet of water, so 
we’re getting reports every 

now and then in different 
neighborhoods in Rock-
away of various sinkholes 
opening up,” Gaska said.

The block flooded 
again last week when a wa-
ter main broke, and accord-
ing to Bernowitz, at least 
two families lost heat after 
their boiler systems went 
out. The city DEP fixed the 
break and closed the hole.

“It’s very hard to deal 
with when a water main or 
anything like that breaks 
— no one anticipates it,” 
said Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), 
who contacted the com-
missioner’s office and had 
emergency responders sent 
in despite it being outside 
his district.

Scudder said the com-
munity was grateful to the 
councilmen and emergency 
services for acting quickly, 
but said there is still no res-
olution to the underlying 
problem.

Department of Environmental Protection workers drain the water from a sinkhole on Beach 84th 
Street in Rockaway Beach on Jan. 2. Photo courtesy Brett Scudder

Sinkholes from Sandy plague the Rockaways
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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the interest of moving the 
project forward a new de-
veloper should be brought 
in.

Records show the 
construction delays 
caused HPD to pull the 
federal funding allocated 
to Flake’s group, and the 
Brooklyn-based non-profit  
is currently working on the 
renovations with most of 
the funding provided by a 
private partner.

Since at least 1997 the 
city housing agency had 
considered Flake, who at 
that point was leaving Con-
gress, as a prospective de-
veloper  to take over the two 
buildings — one at 107-05 
Sutphin Blvd., and the oth-
er at 89-06 138th St. — un-
der its Neighborhood Rede-
velopment Program, which 
allows the department to 
sell city-owned buildings to 
community-based nonprof-
its to rehab and operate as 
rent-stabilized, low-income 
housing.

In 2006, the City Coun-
cil and the Mayor’s Office 
of Contract Services  signed 
off on the department’s pro-
posal to sell the two proper-
ties and an adjacent vacant 
lot to Allen Affordable for 
$3. The department loaned 
the developer $2,377,655 to 
perform a gut rehabilita-
tion on the buildings — 
nearly two-thirds of which 
came from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development’s HOME In-

vestment Partnership Pro-
gram, records show.

But when Allen Af-
fordable failed to begin con-
struction by a deadline set 
by HUD, the city pulled the 
federal funds rather than 
lose them.

“[T]his project has had 
a long history and a con-
struction start continues to 
elude the city and designat-
ed developer for this proj-
ect,” Adolfo Carrion, the 
Bronx politician and HUD’s 

regional administrator 
at the time, wrote in a De-
cember 2010 letter that was 
obtained by TimesLedger 
Newspapers.

“To avoid the loss of 
the fiscal year 2005 funds 
reserved for this project to 
another jurisdiction, the 
funds were cancelled by the 
city in HUD’s IDIS system 
so the city could reallocate 
those funds to other proj-
ects able to meet the HOME 
expenditure deadlines.”

Allen Affordable 
struggled to relocate some 
of the buildings’ tenants, in 
particular Frederick Jones, 
an Army veteran who lived 
in the Sutphin Boulevard 
building and worked as the 
superintendent when it was 
owned by the city.

Jones refused to tem-
porarily relocate in order 
to clear the way for con-
struction, claiming the al-
location of federal funds 
entitled him and other ten-
ants to further assistance 
beyond relocation.

 “Where is the reim-
bursement for advisory 
services? For social work-
ers? Reimbursement for 
hardships? You can’t just 
displace somebody with no 
supportive services,” he 
said.

Harold Flake, son of 
the minister and Allan Af-
fordable’s vice president of 
real estate, said the non-
profit tried its best to ac-
commodate Jones.

“We did everything 
we could to work with Mr. 
Jones and offered him sev-
eral relocation options, but 
if someone doesn’t want to 

move, then they’re not go-
ing to move,” he said.

Jones took his case 
to court, filing several 
lawsuits claiming Allen 
Affordable and the govern-
ment agencies had wilfully 
neglected him. In a motion 
dismissing one of the suits, 
Brooklyn Federal Judge 
Raymond Dearie wrote 
that Jones’ “repetitive and 
meritless” filings were 
only delaying his own goal 
of finding suitable housing 
and warned the court could 
prevent him from filing fu-
ture complaints without a 
judge’s permission.

While the two sides 
battled it out, living condi-
tions at both buildings dete-
riorated so much so that in 
2010 their landlords showed 
up on then-Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio’s list of worst 
landlords.

Flake said that was 
the final straw: that any 
bad publicity related to his 
father — a high-profile, 
powerful political figure — 
essentially scared off any 
partners who could help get 
the project back on its feet.

Continued from Page 1 

Housing

Tenants protest conditions in 2012 at one of two buildings Allen Affordable Housing recently sold an-
other nonprofit developer.
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300
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Brooklyn, NY 11229
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Forest Hills, NY 11375
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BY BILL PARRY

The St. John’s Hos-
pital building on Queens 
Boulevard across from the 
Queens Center Mall has 
been sold to a developer for 
more than $50 million and 
will be turned into rental 
apartments, Crain’s New 
York Business reported.

A consortium of Asia-
based investors, led by New 
York builder Steven Wu, 
purchased the property 
for $55 million and they 
plan on spending $45 mil-
lion to convert the former 
medical facility into a resi-
dential building, the paper 
said. The deal includes the 
260,000-square-foot build-
ing at 90-02 Queens Blvd. 
and a five-story parking 
garage at 87-28 58th Ave. in 
Elmhurst. The new devel-
opers plan to build ground 
floor retail as well as space 
for medical offices.

Caritas Healthcare 
ran the hospital before fil-
ing for bankruptcy and 
closed the facility in Febru-
ary 2009. At the time Cari-
tas Healthcare was more 
than $40 million in debt. 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall tried to save both 
St. John’s Hospital and Car-
itas-owned Mary Immacu-
late Hospital in Jamaica 
from closure but ultimately 
funding was not available.

Later that year Brook-
lyn-based developer Jack 

Gutman bought the facility 
for $26 million at a bank-
ruptcy auction and wanted 
to turn it into an office 
building. Guttman secured 
the proper variances from 
the city and demolished the 
building’s interior, install-
ing new windows before 
stopping the project and 
eventually selling off the 
property.

Gutman sold the St. 
John’s building to the 
Asian consortium at what 
appears to be a substantial 
profit.

There were four 
Queens hospitals that 
closed in five years, putting 
a strain on the borough’s 
healthcare system. St. Jo-
seph’s Hospital in Flushing 
was converted into a drug 
abuse support facility in 
2007 and Parkway Hospital 
in Forest Hills shut its doors 
in 2008 due to a recommen-

dation from the first state 
Berger Commission, which 
evaluated the economic vi-
ability of hospitals.

In December, New 
York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli deliv-
ered a glowing report on 
the borough’s economic re-
covery from the recession 
when several of the hospi-
tals closed. He said hospital 
employment rebounded in 
2012, regaining nearly half 
the jobs that were lost dur-
ing the recession. DiNapoli 
also pointed out that the 
healthcare and social as-
sistance sector is the larg-
est employment sector in 
Queens with 108,000 jobs, 
and accounted for one in 
every five jobs in 2012.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com of by phone at 
718-260-4538.

St. John’s Hospital building sells to developers who want to con-
vert it into residential apartments. 

St. John’s Hospital sold
to developers for apts.
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always wanted to be like 
my sister,” Tromp’s sis-
ter, Louisa Anastasi told 
mourners at the funeral. 
“My sister was my heart. 
I will love and miss you 
forever.”

Tromp taught at PS 
79, at 147-27 15th Drive in 
Whitestone, for more than 
17 years. Parents remem-
bered her as the type of 
teacher who former stu-
dents would come back to 
see years after they left 
PS 79. She treated her stu-
dents as if they were her 
own children and referred 
to them as her babies, par-
ents said.

“She loved the babies 
and they loved her, too. 
She was a really good per-
son,” said Nanette Dough-
erty, the school librarian 
at PS 79.

Tromp grew up in 
Flushing with many hob-
bies and talents. Her sis-
ter remembered her as an 

avid New York Mets fan 
who rarely missed a game 
growing up.

“She was the best. Ev-
erything she did I wanted 
to do,” Anastasi said. “She 
was my older sister and I 
adored her.”

Tromp attended St. 
Agnes Academic High 
School in College Point 
and later went to Queens 
College.

Anastasi said her sis-
ter always wanted to be 
a teacher, but there was 
a lack of teaching jobs 
when she graduated from 
college. Tromp’s parents 
talked her into taking a 
job as an administrative 
assistant until she got an 
opportunity to teach.

She started at PS 79 as 
a teaching assistant and 
later started taking night 
classes at St. John’s Uni-
versity to get her master’s 
degree in teaching, all 
while raising two sons as a 
single mother.

PS 79 brought in sub-
stitute teachers Monday so 
all of Tromp’s colleagues 
could attend the funeral.

Tromp’s family suf-
fered  an eerily similar 
tragedy Nov. 9, 2007, when 
her mother Connie An-
astasi died when she was 
ejected from her car in a 
two-vehicle accident in 
Broadway-Flushing.

After her mother died, 
Tromp started taking care 
of her 89-year-old father, 
Louis. She was on her way 
to buy food for him when 
she was struck by Zupnick, 
said her sister.

Zupnick told police 
he did not see Tromp com-
ing as he approached the 
intersection and that he 
“was not paying attention 
to the speed of his vehicle,” 
according to the crimi-
nal complaint filed by the 
Queens district attorney. 
Zupnick’s license had been 
suspended nine times on 
at least five occasions, the 
last date occurring Nov. 
26,  the criminal complaint 
said.

“I was outraged. I 
thought a suspended li-
cense meant you would 
be kept off the road. I 
was taught driving was a 

privilege, not a right,” said 
Gene Tsapogas, Tromp’s fi-
ancé of 15 years. “The laws 
need to change. If you get 
caught driving suspended, 
you should go to jail for a 
year.”

Zupnick was ar-
raigned New Year’s Day 
and will next appear in 
court Feb. 3.

“We are heartbroken 
and sick over this,” Anas-
tasi said. “My 89-year-old 
father just aged another 
30 years. This exhausted 
him.”

Anastasi said she 
wanted to thank all the 
students, parents, teach-
ers, friends and family 
members who came to say 
goodbye to Tromp.

“I’ve never seen such a 
big outpouring of people,” 
she said. “I just want them 
all to know how much we 
appreciate their support 
and their love.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

“I want you all to 
come in and we’ll sit down 
and strategize,” she said.

That kind of influence 
may be surprising, consid-
ering the group held its 
first event less than three 
months ago. After 4-year-
old Olvin Yhair Figueroa 
was struck and killed by a 
car in October while cross-
ing Northern Boulevard 
with his pregnant mother, 
the group  held a candle-
light march through Co-
rona and Jackson Heights. 
That vigil drew hundreds 
on a frigid night in Novem-
ber.

Dr. Laura Newman 
put a post on a Jackson 
Heights Yahoo! group 
about the march and six 
women responded and 
Three Children Too Many 
was born. They changed 
the name to Make Queens 
Safer because more chil-
dren were getting killed.

“We decided we’d fol-
low Make Brooklyn Safer’s 
lead,” said Furlong. “It’s 

easier for the politicians to 
recognize and it helps our 
goal to address issues bor-
oughwide.”

That the word is get-
ting out was proven when 
Judy Kottick joined Make 
Queens Safer several days 
ago.

“I heard about them 
from a friend of mine. I 
wish I had known earlier. I 
would’ve liked to go to the 
inauguration with them,” 
Kottick said.

She became an activ-

ist after her 23-year-old 
daughter Ella was struck 
and killed by a B52 bus 
while crossing a danger-
ous intersection in Ridge-
wood last January.

“Ella was my best 
friend and my life was 
shattered when she was 
killed,” Kottick said.

She has grown in-
creasingly angry since 
her daughter died because 
nothing has been changed 
at the intersection of Wyck-
off and Myrtle avenues.

“There have been 
six additional accidents 
at the same intersection 
since July, and while the 
DOT is studying and plan-
ning changes, no interim 
measures are being imple-
mented and others are get-
ting injured,” Kottick said. 
“How long will it be before 
there’s another fatality. 
We don’t want others to go 
through the heartbreak 
that we went through.”

Continued from Page 1 

Safer
residential apartments and 
97,000 square feet in retail 
space a restaurant and 
an underground parking 
garage with space for 300 
cars

“We’ve been talking 
about it for over two years,” 
Fleet president Richard Xia 
said. “There are already so 
many components in place 
that we’ll be ready to break 
ground on the project as 
early as June.”

The convention center 
will stand across the Grand 
Central Parkway from Citi 
Field, at 112-21 Northern 
Blvd.

“This fills a great 
need for Queens,” Xia said. 
“People fly in to Queens 
and leave for conventions 
at Javits or at the Barclay 
Center in Brooklyn, now 
they won’t have to leave the 
borough.”

Rob MacKay, director 
of marketing and tourism 
at the Queens Economic De-
velopment Corp., believes 
the location is perfect for a 
convention center.

“It makes more sense 
than the one that was 
planned at Aqueduct be-
cause JFK is an interna-
tional airport, LaGuardia 
is for domestic flights and 
conventions are mainly 
domestic affairs,” MacKay 
said.

He added that area 
hotels would benefit in the 
long term with more guests 
and in the short term with 
the actual construction.

“The workers that will 
build it will stay in local 
hotels and that will be a 
boon,” he said.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 

plans for a $4 billion ca-
sino and convention center 
at Aqueduct collapsed in 
2012.

Citi Field and the $3 
billion Willets Point project 
will be present and future 
draws for hotel customers 
, but MacKay said, “Don’t 
forget that Flushing is a 
hotbed of Asian economic 
activity. Hotels like the 
Sheraton cater to the Chi-
nese nouveau riche.”

Xia has his eyes on an 
annual event that brings 
nearly a million visitors to 
the area each year.

“The US Open is huge 
and you have these corpo-
rate sponsors who have no 
place large enough to suit 
their clients,” he said. “It’s 
going to be great for the 
area.”

And easily reached, ac-
cording to MacKay.

“The venue is well-
situated for motorists, it’s 
right near a few major 
bridges and highways, easy 
to get to from Long Island, 
Westchester, New Jersey 
and Connecticut,” he said. 
“There’s also the branding 
aspect. A convention cen-
ter — from the planning 
stage right now through 
construction through the 
events — puts Queens in 
the spotlight and that’s 
priceless.”

MacKay did identify 
one drawback to the con-
vention center’s location, 
though, saying, “The only 
downside is when Flushing 
Bay is at low tide, it smells 
really bad. Other than that, 
it’s a great location.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Convention

Continued from Page 1 

Crash

Incoming DOT Commissioner Polly Trottenberg (c.) surprises Queens advocates at an inaugural day 
gathering. Photo courtesy Cristina Furlong

Queens gets new convention center that’s centrally located to 
both airports. Photo courtesy Fleet Architects
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