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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A bar whose neighbors have 
complained for years that its pa-
trons have wreaked havoc  on Kew 
Gardens Hills residents came one 
step closer to losing its liquor li-
cense Monday night.

Community Board 8’s Liquor 
Licensing Committee voted unan-
imously against supporting the 
renewal of Cheap Shots’ license.

Residents said the bar’s 
unruly clientele has been caus-
ing problems for the community 

Continued on Page 50

BY ALEX ROBINSON

A group of Willets Point busi-
ness owners, hoping to relocate 
together, have settled on a new 
home in the Bronx.

The Sunrise Co-op, a non-

profit controlled by more than 
50 Willets Point business own-
ers, has decided to move to a 
140,000-square-foot facility in 
Hunts Point, said Marco Neira, 
one of the group’s organizers.

“It’s better than nothing,” 

Neira said. “What we need is a 
bigger place and we need a place 
in Queens, but right now there 
isn’t something big enough in 
Queens that is built.”

The business owners are 
moving to make space for the 

first phase of a $3 billion redevel-
opment of the blighted area into 
residential, retail and commer-
cial space.

The city gave business own-
ers, whose shops sit on land where 

Continued on Page 46
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REMNANTS OF CHRISTMAS

Willets Pt shops eye new home
Business owner group closes in on 140,000-square-foot facility in the Bronx

Cheap Shots
faces loss of

liquor license

Bayside resident Anthony Donnadio and Steven Schmidt from the Parks Department examine a tree that Donnadido dropped off to be turned into mulch on 56th 
Avenue and Springfield Boulevard. Citywide MulchFest recycled a record-breaking 30,109 trees at more than 80 locations. Photo by Christina Santucci

A Whitestone shopping cen-
ter was sold to one of the city’s 
largest developers last week for 
$23.9 million.

The Feil Organization bought 
the property from Onyx Equities, 
a New Jersey-based firm.

The 62,000-square-foot prop-
erty is anchored by a Waldbaum’s 
grocery store, which leases out 
the remaining spaces to a number 
of shops.

Feil said it does not plan to 
buy the tenants out of their leases 
or redevelop the property in the 
immediate future.

Whitestone complex 
bought by developer

See story on Page 2

7 line to be disrupted 
on 22 weekends in 2014
Page 22
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A Briarwood tax pre-

parer is facing up to 72 
years in the pen after he 
was convicted last week of 
filing hundreds of phony 
tax rate returns, federal 
prosecutors said.

A Manhattan federal 
jury found Mahamadou 
Daffe, 31, guilty Jan. 10 
of running two separate 
schemes out of his Brook-
lyn office, MD Tax Ser-
vices, to bilk the federal 
government out of millions 
of dollars, Manhattan U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara’s 
office said.

Between 2008 and 2013, 
Daffe “prepared and elec-
tronically filed tax returns 
and added false dependents 
for a fee to enable the tax-
payer to receive a larger 
refund,” according to his 
indictment.

The Internal Rev-
enue Service’s Criminal 

Investigation Unit said 
Daffe collected $1,000 per 
return from his clients in 
exchange for claiming com-
plete strangers as depen-
dents on their returns.

In a separate scheme 
he used stolen identities to 
file hundreds of phony tax 
returns through an online 
tax-preparation service 
and then shepherded the 
refunds into several bank 
accounts he controlled un-
der his own name and sev-
eral aliases he used.

All told, Daffe stole 
$1.5 million from the IRS 
and attempted to steal an-
other $4.5 million before he 
was caught last year.

He was convicted fol-
lowing a weeklong trial on 
eight counts related to the 
scams, including conspir-
acy to steal government 
funds, substantive theft of 
government funds, conspir-
acy to commit wire fraud 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The Waldbaum’s Shop-
ping Center in Whitestone 
was sold to a New York 
City-based real estate firm 
for $23.9 million last week.

The Feil Organization 
bought the 62,000-square-
foot property, at 153-01 10th 
Ave., from Crow Holdings 
and Onyx Equities, a New 
Jersey-based company that 
had owned the shopping 
center since 2012.

“It’s a nice stable cash 
flow in a nice infill loca-
tion, we believe,” said Brian 
Feil, vice president of Feil. 
“We think it was a nice at-
tractive little deal.”

A Waldbaum’s super-
market occupies a majority 
of the shopping center and 
subleases the remaining 
portions of the property to 
six other retail tenants.

Feil said his firm does 
not currently have any 
intention of buying Wald-
baum’s out of its lease, 
which runs until 2024 with 
a series of five-year op-
tions to renew until 2053, 
according to city property 
records.

The Feil Organiza-
tion is one of the largest 
developers in the city and 
owns real estate across the 
country, including the Glen 
Oaks shopping center, at 
255-55 Union Tnpk., which 
has a Waldbaum’s super-
market and an MJM De-
signer Shoes store, as well 
as a Burlington Coat Fac-
tory outlet.

The company also 
owns a number of retail, 

residential, office and in-
dustrial properties in Long 
Island, Pennsylvania, Loui-
siana, Illinois and Indiana. 
The firm is currently de-
veloping a new five-story 
office tower on East 161st 
Street in the Bronx and a 
125,000-square-foot, mixed-
use complex on West 125th 
Street in Manhattan.

“It’s a nice addition to 
the portfolio and continues 
our rate of growth in the tri-
state area,” Feil said about 
the Waldbaum’s property. 

CBRE’s  New York In-
stitutional Group repre-
sented the seller. CBRE is 
based in Los Angeles and 
is one of the world’s largest 
commercial real estate ser-

vices firms.
Jeff Dunne, of CBRE, 

the lead broker on the deal, 
said the property was at-
tractive because the lack of 
developable land in Whites-
tone leaves little chance for 
competing retailers to move 
into the neighborhood.

“There isn’t a lot of 
land to build new stuff in 
that area, so it has that 
feature of being highly ir-
replaceable,” Dunne said. 
“The Feil Organization rec-
ognized this highly unique, 
generational opportunity 
to acquire an irreplaceable 
site in Queens.”

The 4.6-acre property 
has 263 parking spaces, ac-
cording to Onyx Equities’ 

website. The Waldbaum’s 
portion of the property 
takes up approximately 
41,000 square feet and the 
remaining retailers collec-
tively occupy 21,000 square 
feet.

The shopping center 
is adjacent to an 18-acre 
brownfield site, which is 
set to be developed into 52 
single-family waterfront 
homes.

Onyx Equities pur-
chased the property in 2012 
from California-based ABA 
Partners for $17.6 million.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Briarwood resident Mahamadou Daffe (inset) is fac-
ing a lengthy prison sentence after he was convicted last 
week of filing phony tax returns out of his Brooklyn office. 

Photo courtesy Internal Revenue Service

A Waldbaum’s anchors a shopping center in Whitestone. The property was recently sold to the develop-
er, The Feil Organization, for $23.9 million. Photo courtesy Aerial and Architectural Photos of New Jersey

Briarwood tax man 
stole thousands: IRS

Feil acquires retail strip
Whitestone shopping center sold to developer for $23.9 million 

Continued on Page 43
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

In February 2012, it 
might have seemed like 
Charlie Scott would never 
amount to much. The once 
drug-addicted youth had 
amassed a large amount of 
debt, been kicked out of his 
family’s home and was on 
his way to rehab.

But now drug-free, the 
Whitestone resident has 
bounced back to emerge as 
an upcoming hip-hop artist 
who has performed in all 
five boroughs.

“As difficult as it was 
at the time, the smartest 
thing I ever did was get 
help,” he said.

His music addresses 
his battle with drug addic-
tion in the hope of inspir-
ing young people who may 
be going through similar 
experiences.

Scott started to de-
scend on a downward spi-
ral of drug addiction at 18, 

when he started using oxy-
contin. His parents kicked 
him out of their house at 21 
because they were worried 
his behavior might affect 
his younger sister.

He spent three nights 

sleeping in Flushing’s 
Bowne Park before he real-
ized he had hit rock bottom 
and decided to reach out for 
help. He left New York to at-
tend a drug rehabilitation 
center in Florida for five 

months.
Music helped Scott 

through the process of get-
ting clean. He first started 
writing poetry at 12, but did 
not put his words to music 
until he was going through 

rehab.
“When I’m in a bad 

place, there’s something 
about putting it down on 
paper, having it connect 
and making it rhyme that 
helps,” he said. “I write 
to vent for myself and it’s 
therapeutic for me. I say it 
from my heart and whoever 
relates, I’m happy their lis-
tening.”

The first week Scott 
was home from rehab, he 
attended his first open mic 
event and things took off 
from there.

“The support has been 
overwhelming,” Scott said.

The Whitestone word-
smith released his first 
full-length album, “Lyri-
cal Therapy 2,” in October 
and said his music differs 
starkly from a lot of main-
stream hip-hop because of 
the contents of his lyrics.

“It’s more poetic and 
focused on storytelling. All 
the astigmatisms about hip-

hop don’t apply to what I’m 
creating,” Scott said. “The 
only reason it’s character-
ized as hip-hop is because 
of the rhyming schemes.”

He will be performing 
at Carnegie Hall at the end 
of March with comedian 
Petey DeAbreu, but the 
dates of the show have not 
yet been finalized.

As well as being thera-
peutic for himself, Scott 
said he hopes his music can 
help others deal with their 
own problems.

“If just one person 
reaches out and says, ‘You 
know what? Because of 
your music, I am clean an-
other day,’ that’s huge in-
spiration and motivation 
right there,” he said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Charlie Scott performs a set. The Whitestone hip-hop artist recently released his first album. 
Photo courtesy Michelle Kwaka

Whitestone hip-hop artist battles addiction with music
Charlie Scott releases fi rst album to share his personal story of drugs, loss and rehabilitation

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

DRIVER EDUCATION PROGRAM 
At Queensborough Community College

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364 

Call 718-631-6343 or 718-423-1200

Spring & Summer 2014

REGISTER NOW
Classes Start Sat. Feb. 1st 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Borough President 

Melinda Katz was inaugu-
rated during a ceremony 
last week that repeated the 
tenets of her campaign: her 
Queens heritage and ca-
pacity to lead the borough 
through her experience 
with land use.

Katz, a Forest Hills 
native who has served in 
the state Assembly and 
City Council, punched her 
ticket to Borough Hall last 
year with a campaign that 
played heavily upon her 
family’s roots in the bor-
ough.

Her mother Jeanne 
founded the Queens Coun-
cil on the Arts and her 
father David founded the 
Queens Symphony Orches-
tra.

At her ceremonial 
swearing-in at Queens Col-
lege last week, Katz repeat-
ed her father’s refrain that 
“you should never have to 

go over a bridge or under a 
tunnel to get anything you 
need — you should be able 
to get it right here in this 
borough.”

“And we will make it 
happen today,” she added.

When it came to the 
specifics for the next four 
years, however, the newly 
minted borough president 
laid out an agenda that fo-
cused on addressing health 
care, building more schools 
and creating jobs.

“You can have culture 
and arts here. You can raise 
your children here and 
have great education, but if 
you can’t get a job here and 
you can’t get a place to live 
here, you might not want to 
stay here,” she said.

She said she was go-
ing to focus on economic 
development in Long Is-
land City, Jamaica and the 
Rockaways, where transit 
infrastructure would play 
a large role.

“You can’t build if you 

can’t move,” said Katz, who 
chaired the powerful Land 
Use Committee while on 
the Council.

The borough president 
said she was also going to 
create a storm relief task 
force to coordinate rebuild-

ing so those affected by Su-
perstorm Sandy can “trade 
stories and figure out how 
we can make things hap-

pen faster, better, more ef-
ficiently and get people the 
money they’re owed in this 
borough.”

Katz was sworn in by 
Mayor Bill de Blasio with 
a Bible held by U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), who chairs the 
county’s Democratic Party.

De Blasio said he had 
known Katz since they both 
served on the Council to-
gether and that she had the 
qualities necessary to lead.

“She came by it natu-
rally. Her late parents, Da-
vid and Jeanne, were pil-
lars of the arts and culture 
community of this borough 
and they taught her well,” 
he said.

“When she was the 
chair of the Land Use Com-
mittee, I saw her do the near 
impossible on a regular 
basis: take every conceiv-
able interest — all fighting 
for each other — and bring 
them together and make 

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Queens paid tribute 

to former Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon this 
week as a courageous war-
rior who stood his ground 
to defend the people of his 
young nation.

Sharon died Saturday 
at the age of 85 after lying 
in a stoke-induced coma for 
eight years.  

 After hearing of Sha-
ron’s death, Queens’ con-
gressional leaders released 
statements in memory of 
Sharon and offered sympa-
thies to his family as well 
as the millions of people in 
Israel who are mourning 
his death. U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) said 
she was deeply saddened to 

learn of Sharon’s passing 
and remembered him for 
the dedication he gave to 
helping to establish Israel.

“He was a warrior and 
a statesman who was indis-
pensable to the creation and 
development of the state of 
Israel,” Meng said. “I send 
my heartfelt condolences to 
his family and the people of 
Israel during this difficult 
time.”

Sharon’s role in the na-
tion’s development was also 
praised by U.S. Rep. Caro-
lyn Maloney (D-Astoria) 
as she mourned the former 
leader, who served as a 
commander in the Israeli 
army before eventually be-
coming the country’s 11th 
prime minister in 2001. Ma-
loney called Sharon’s death 

a “sad occasion” as she re-
called his contributions.

“There have been few 
people in modern history 
as courageously dedicat-
ed to the cause of a great 
people,” Maloney said. 
“Whether you agreed with 
him or not, Ariel Sharon 
stood astride the state of 
Israel from its inception as 
a fierce guardian dedicated 
to its survival.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
said “former Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon will be re-
membered for his commit-
ment to the state of Israel 
,” while U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) called 
Sharon a “courageous lead-
er.”

BY ALEX ROBINSON

After he was term-
limited out of office at the 
end of the year, former City 
Councilman James Genn-
aro wasted little time find-
ing a new job.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced last week he 
would be appointing Genn-
aro to the state Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation.

“I am pleased to have 
Mr. Gennaro join our team 
at DEC, where he will bring 
his many years of envi-
ronmental experience to 
help protect and prepare 
New York City for extreme 
weather,” Cuomo said.

Gennaro’s new job 
will be the deputy commis-

sioner for New York City 
sustainability and resil-
iency. In the new position, 

Gennaro will be working 
to make the city better pre-
pared for future storms and 
other challenges associated 
with climate change.

“Superstorm Sandy, 
which heavily impacted 
New York City, made clear 
that we have much to do to 
fortify the community for 
the future,” Cuomo said. 
“Mr. Gennaro will be a 
valuable leader in those ef-
forts, and I look forward to 
working with him.”

Gennaro was first 
elected to the Council in 
2002 to represent District 
24, which covers Fresh 
Meadows and parts of 
Flushing as well as Ja-
maica, for three terms. He 
served as chairman of the 

Former City Councilman 
James Gennaro was ap-
pointed to the state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation last week. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Elected officials watch as Mayor Bill de Blasio (r.) swears in Borough President Melinda Katz as U.S. 
Rep. Joe Crowley holds the Bible. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Cuomo appoints Gennaro 
to new state DEC position

Political leaders hail Sharon
as founding father of Israel

The Melinda Katz era begins in Queens
New borough president pledges job creation, better transportation during inauguration ceremony

Continued on Page 46
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) has renewed 
a call to make Lunar New 
Year a school holiday.

Meng introduced a 
resolution in Congress last 
week that would encourage 
the creation of a school hol-
iday for the Asian-Amer-
ican celebration, which 
will be marked Jan. 31. The 
congressional resolution 
would recommend that lo-
cal education authorities 
that serve predominantly 
Asian-American communi-
ties close their schools for 
the day.

“It’s the most impor-
tant holiday of the year for 
the Asian-American com-
munity and Asian-Ameri-
can students should not be 
forced to choose between 
celebrating with family 
or missing school,” Meng 
said. “Students of many 
other cultures and ethnici-
ties rightly have off for the 
most important holidays 
they observe, and kids 
who celebrate Lunar New 
Year should be afforded the 
same.”

The Lunar New Year is 
the main holiday for many 
East Asians and falls on a 
different day every year, as 
it follows the lunar calen-
dar. This year it will fall on 
Friday, Jan. 31.

More than 15 percent 
of New York City’s student 

population in the public 
school system is Asian 
American, according to the 
city Department of Educa-
tion. In the city, students 
who miss school due to Lu-
nar New Year celebrations 
receive an excused absence, 
but still have the absence 
marked on their record.

Meng said that else-
where in the state and 
country, Asian-American 
students suffer from not be-
ing able to take the holiday 
off since they are marked 
absent and could miss ex-
ams and quizzes while they 
are out.

The congresswoman 
argued that closing public 
schools in predominantly 
Asian-American communi-
ties would also save wasted 
government resources 
spent by keeping schools 
open when many students 
and teachers would be ab-
sent.

A number of lawmak-
ers have tried to pass leg-
islation that would make 
Lunar New Year a holiday 
in the past and failed.

In 2009 and 2011, Meng 
introduced legislation in 
the state Assembly to estab-
lish a school holiday for the 
Lunar New Year, but her 
measures were never voted 
on. She also sponsored leg-
islation that would require 
boards of education to close 
school on days when student 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

The newest set of data 
published by the state De-
partment of Health shows 
that more than 37 percent 
of New York residents al-
ready enrolled for cover-
age through the Affordable 
Care Act live in New York 
City.

Statewide numbers as 
of Jan. 12 show that 294,595 
residents across New York 
have successfully enrolled 
since the beginning of 
the sign-up period Oct. 
1. Queens, Brooklyn and 
Manhattan are among the 
counties with the most resi-
dents enrolled for coverage 
so far, and demographic 
breakdowns indicate that 
44 percent of all New York-
ers now signed up were pre-
viously uninsured.  There 
was no specific breakdown 
by borough.

The DOH also report-
ed that a large portion of 
the enrolled participants, 
about 30 percent, are under 
35.

“A lot of young people 
are now done with school or 
at their first jobs and might 

not have health insurance,” 
said U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing). “That’s been 
the good news, to be able to 
tell them that now they can 
have it.”

Meng was one of sev-
eral congressional leaders 
throughout New York who 

hosted forums and meet-
ings upon the implementa-
tion of the Affordable Care 
Act   online marketplaces to 
offer answers to constitu-
ents with questions or to 
help those who were hav-
ing trouble signing up. U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Ja-

maica) opened his office for 
an ongoing orientation to 
the new federal legislation, 
inviting constituents to call 
or come in whenever pos-
sible for on-site assistance 
with sign-ups or to ask 
questions about policies.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Four years after an 
earthquake devastated 
Haiti and killed more than 
100,000 people, Patricia 
Brintle is still hard at work 
rebuilding her homeland.

The Whitestone art-
ist’s nonprofit From Here 
to Haiti is hosting its third 
annual art show Jan. 18-19 
to raise money to fund the 
reconstruction of schools, 
orphanages and churches.

The nonprofit was 
founded in 2010 in the 
earthquake’s aftermath 
and its members have trav-
eled to Haiti multiple times 
a year to help reconstruct 
buildings in rural parts of 
the country. Brintle said 

these areas are still in dire 
need of help, as most of the 
recovery money has been 
spent in the main urban 
centers.

“Haiti has struggled 
so much. This is a country 
that for some reason has 
never been able to get a 
footing. I don’t want to give 

up on it,” said Brintle, who 
left Haiti in 1964 when she 
was 17.

Some half a dozen vol-
unteers have gone on each 
trip in past years.

“The volunteers who 
come over realize how 
blessed they are and how 
we really take things for 
granted,” she said. “Unless 
you live the experience, you 
don’t really know for sure 
how lucky we are.”

Brintle said she  finds 
the projects the nonprofit 
works on through letters 
that are sent to her from 
Haitians in need. Once they 
choose a project, the non-
profit will raise the neces-
sary funding and then em-

Artist Patricia Brintle (c.), shown chatting with a nun during 
a repair project in Les Abricots, Haiti, is hosting an art show in 
Whitestone to raise money for the group, From Here to Haiti. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi gives a presentation at the Capitol in Washington about enroll-
ment in the Affordable Care Act. In New York, more than 240,000 people have enrolled for health cov-
erage since Oct. 1, with 37 percent of enrollees residing in New York City. AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite

Parade-goers celebrate Lunar New Year, an Asian holiday that 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng is trying to make a school holiday. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Whitestone artist raises funds for Haiti

Boro leads health law signups
Queens among list of NY counties with most residents enrolled

Meng wants holiday 
for Lunar New Year

Continued on Page 50
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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
came to a school in Wood-
side, where an 8-year-old 
boy was run down by a trac-
tor trailer,  to announce a 
new initiative Wednesday 
to combat the epidemic of 
traffic fatalities in western 
Queens and the rest of the 
city.

The mayor met with 
family members of some of 
the children who have been 
killed at a memorial for 
8-year-old Noshat Nahian, 
the boy who died after be-
ing hit by a tractor trailer 
driven by an allegedly un-
licensed operator  Dec. 20. 
Noshat was trying to cross 
Northern Boulevard with 
his sister to get to class at 
PS 152.

After meeting the 
families, de Blasio began 
his news conference in the 
playground at PS 152 on an 
emotional note.

“It is incredibly pain-
ful to hear the stories of 
what these families have 
gone through and the loss-
es people have suffered,” 
the mayor said. “This will 
be the central issue of this 
administration because 
of the pain these families 
have experienced.”

De Blasio launched an 
interagency working group 
comprised of the NYPD, the 
city departments of Trans-
portation and Health and 
the city Taxi and Limou-
sine Commission and gave 
them until Feb. 15 to devel-
op a comprehensive plan to 
battle the problem.

So far this year there 
have been 11 New Yorkers 
killed in traffic accidents, 
seven of them pedestrians.

“We celebrate that last 
year’s 333 homicides were a 
record low, but there were 
286 traffic fatalities. It is 
shocking to see how those 
numbers correspond,” the 
mayor said. “We’re start-
ing this initiative just two 

weeks into this administra-
tion because there is an epi-
demic going on here.”

The working group’s 
report will be on the pub-
lic record and serve as a 
blueprint for the adminis-
tration’s Vision Zero ini-
tiative, a strategy aimed at 
reducing traffic fatalities 
to zero within 10 years. 
The mayor announced that 
speed cameras recently in-
stalled on city streets will 
begin issuing tickets im-
mediately, and he wants to 
bypass Albany to secure 
more cameras.

The mayor will in-
crease the NYPD’s Traffic 
Safety Unit by 60 officers 
and double the amount of 
Highway Division officers 
to 270. All precincts will be 
equipped with laser speed 
detection devices.

In addition, NYPD 
Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton said, “All precincts will 
turn in plans to improve 
pedestrian safety. The de-
partment is committed to 
reducing the loss of life.”

Polly Trottenberg, who 
will take over as DOT com-
missioner next week, said, 
“I’m proud to join an ad-
ministration that is mak-
ing transportation safety 
and Vision Zero a top prior-
ity. I’m looking forward to 

being on the frontline mak-
ing our streets safer.”

Elected officials came 
away with unanimous ap-
proval of the mayor’s pro-
gram.

“I appreciate the fact 
that he came to Queens to 
announce the initiative,” 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz said. “I’m the daugh-
ter of a mother that was 
killed by a drunk driver. I 
was only 4 at the time, so I 
take it personally.”

“It’s terrific that the 
mayor came to Woodside 
to commit to Vision Zero 
to save lives and prevent 
deaths, and we’re honored 
that he came to PS 152 to 
honor the loss of Noshat,” 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said.

“I think the fact that he 
came here is vitally impor-
tant to this community,” 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. “I 
particularly like that each 
precinct has to make plans 
for pedestrian safety. Pre-
cincts haven’t made that a 
priority in the past.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Nargish Begum listens to Mayor de Blasio speak in Woodside 
while holding on to a picture of her son Noshat Nahian. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Mayor unveils initiative  
to fi ght traffi c fatalities 

*   These rates are available to well-qualifi ed borrowers when payroll 
deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some 
applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. 
For model years 2014–2013, your payments will consist of 60 monthly 
payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For 
model year 2012, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments 
of $16.08 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.25% APR. APR = Annual 
Percentage Rate. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after 
closing if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct 
deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Competitive rates avail-
able for older models and refi nances. Membership required. 

 Federally insured by NCUA

Apply today, call 

1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

For more 
information, 
scan 
the code.

  FIXED RATES
  AS LOW AS

1.95%
APR*

Whatever your reason, 
getting your auto loan at 
MCU makes perfect sense.

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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OPTIONAL 
PEDESTALS
AVAILABLE

7.3 Cu. Ft. King-Size 
Electric Dryer
• 7 drying cycles • Sensor Dry Technology
• Lint filter indicator     DV361EWBEWR

YOUR CHOICE...
Washer or

Dryer
$59896

each

32” LED TV
• 720p display • 60Hz
LE32D3

3.6 Cu. Ft. 
Front Load 
Washer
• 8 cycle high-

efficiency washer
• Internal water heater
WF361BVBEWR

19.7 Cu. Ft.
French Door
Refrigerator with
Bottom Freezer
• LED interior lighting
• Humidity controlled crispers
LFC20770ST

39”

Home Appliance Event!
Special Stainless Package

Including 39” HDTV!

PACKAGE
PRICE

$339996

$1046
5 Piece Package Includes...

LSC27925ST 27.0 Cu. Ft. Side-by-Side Refrigerator/
Freezer, LRE3085ST Electric Range, LDF7551ST

Built-In Dishwasher, LMV1813ST Over-The-Range 
Microwave and 39LN5300 39” 1080p 60Hz LED HDTV

We’re Proud of our association with the largest buying organizationin the country, which brings youthe combined purchasing powerof thousands of retail storesnationwide.  This huge buyingpower means lower pricesevery day on Top NameBrand Appliances 
and more!

We Have 
Generators,

Snow Blowers and 
Snow Throwers 

In Stock!

WINTER IS 
HERE!

BE PREPARED!

All Weber
Grills On 

Sale and IN
STOCK!

GRILL ALL
YEAR LONG 

WITH A 
NEW

WEBER 
GAS GRILL!

27” 
4.5 Cu. Ft. 
Top Load 
Washer
• Cold Wash 

Technology
• ENERGY STAR®

qualified model
WT4870CW

7.3 Cu. Ft. 
Electric 
Dryer
• 5 drying levels
DLE4870W

YOUR CHOICE...
Washer or

Dryer
$64796

each

3.4 Cu. Ft. Top Load 
Washer with Agitator
• 8 wash cycles • Fabric softener dispenser
FFTW1001PW
7.0 Cu. Ft. Electric Dryer
• Quick dry cycle
• One-touch wrinkle release
• Time dry cycles
FFRE1001PW

YOUR CHOICE...
Washer or

Dryer
$44996

each

STAINLESS
STEEL 
TUB!

THE INDEPENDENT
RETAILER GIVES 

YOU MORE!
That’s Why We Are

The Place to Save on
APPLIANCES 

& MORE!

$200
ON THE
PAIR!

Reg. $1699.96
$137696 $323

NOW ONLY...
$17996

TELEVISION
SPECIALS!
ALL SIZES RIGHT HERE.. 
LCD • LED • PLASMA...

AND AT THE RIGHT PRICE!

40”
LED 1080p 120Hz HDTV
with Built-In Wi-Fi and Full
Web Browser 
Smart TV
UN40F6300

* Not responsible for typographical errors.  Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item.  0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers.  See store for details. Prices valid until 12/1/13.

215-03 Horace Harding Expwy.
Bayside, New York

(718) 224-4344

bobcocciasappliance.comBob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

* Not responsible for typographical errors.  Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item.  0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers.  See store for details. Prices valid until 1/24/14.

Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 9AM-7PM,Thurs. 9AM-8PM, 
Sat. 9AM-6PM,

Sun. 11AM-4PMDelivery & Installation Available.Financing For Qualified Buyers.

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

THE VOTE IS IN!
Thank You To Our
Customers and 
the Boro of Queens!
-Bob Coccia’s 
Appliance Center!

of 
the

THE QUEENS
2013

QueensCourier.com

Place

st

*

$62996
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OIL HEATfor

1.855.206.4283   
petro.com

CALL NOW FOR
SPECIAL OFFERS!

HEATING OIL   |   NATURAL GAS   |   AIR CONDITIONING   |   PLUMBING   |   GENERATORS   |   HOME SECURITY

The Lutheran School of Flushing & Bayside
36-01 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361  718-225-5502  www.Lsfb.org

The Lutheran School 
of Flushing & Bayside

We are a Nursery, Free half day UPK,
with extended days available for UPK  and K – 8th Grade School.

We offer Gifted and Talented Programs, regent classes, 
before and after school care, along with after school clubs, 

sports teams, two drama productions a term and 
the newest technology in a safe, caring Christian environment.

Our Motto is Big enough to Challenge, 
Small enough to Care!

Come Visit our school and see why we are Bayside’s Best Kept Secret.

ASTORIA — Police were seeking help identifying a 
man in connection with an assault that occurred in the 
early hours of Monday in Astoria.

The 114th Precinct said a 37-year-old man was out-
side a building, at 34-44 Steinway St., around 3:30 a.m. 
when two men approached him.

The victim was shot in the right ankle before the 
two men ran from the location, police said. He was taken 
to Elmhurst General Hospital to be treated for his inju-
ries.

FLUSHING — Police were 
seeking the public’s help in find-
ing a man and woman wanted in 
connection with a grand larceny 
that took place at the H.Y. Jew-
elry store Jan. 9.

The suspects entered the 
store, at 150-29 Northern Blvd., 
and allegedly stole jewelry 
shortly after 2 p.m., said police.

FOREST HILLS — A pedes-
trian was rushed to the hospital 
after being struck by an MTA bus 
at the corner of Queens Boule-
vard and 71st Avenue Wednesday 
morning, police said.

The woman, who was hit 
by the back wheels of the bus, 
could lose her leg because of the 
accident, according to a police 
source.

The FDNY said she was 
transported to Beth Israel Hospi-
tal in critical condition.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Customs finds woman with counterfeit bills

Cops look for Flushing larceny suspects

Police released these photos of two individuals suspected 
in a grand larceny.  Photos courtesy  NYPD

NYPD seek Astoria attack suspects 

NYPD detectives examine and take photos of the back wheel 
of an MTA bus that authorities believe struck a person on 
Queens Boulevard. Photo by Roy Renna/BMR Breaking News.

Woman struck by bus in critical condition: FDNY

Surveillance video shows 
two suspects in the Steinway 
Avenue shooting, police say. 

Image courtesy NYPD

JAMAICA — U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection agents at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport seized $150,000 in 
phony bills from a Colombian passenger 
last month.

Customs officers said they selected 
Ciara Ryan, 38, for a random baggage ex-
amination Dec. 14 and, upon further in-
spection, found she had a total of 1,500 
counterfeit $100 bills.

Feds seized thousands of dollars worth of pho-
ny bills from a passenger at JFK. 

Photo courtesy U.S. Customs and Border Protection
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BREAKING NEWS

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

An air travel advocacy 
agency has called for in-
creased efforts to modern-
ize and improve New York’s 
three airports to decrease 
the tremendous number of 
flight delays and cancel-
lations caused by winter 
storms, like the one early 
this month that crippled 
John F. Kennedy, LaGuar-
dia and Newark Liberty.

The storm caused more 
than 5,100 delays and 2,100 
cancellations, the Global 
Gateway Alliance said.

“The thousands of 
cancellations and delays 
we saw are a wake-up call 
for leadership to start fo-
cusing on better airports, 
and they underscore why 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s an-
nouncement that he is tak-
ing responsibility for New 
York airport moderniza-
tion is so timely,” said Joe 
Sitt, chairman and founder 
of GGA.   The alliance was 
established to promote bet-
ter air travel to the New 
York Metropolitan Area.

“LaGuardia and JFK 
are inexcusable, frankly, 
that they have not been re-
developed to keep pace with 
the best international air-
ports,” Cuomo said. “And 
that is something that we’re 
going to attend to.”

Sitt said it was time 
the airports learned to 
function efficiently even in 
face of rough weather con-
ditions.

“Bad weather that 
causes serious disruptions 
in air traffic is going to 
happen, but it shouldn’t 

continually wreak havoc,” 
Sitt said. “Travelers should 
expect everyone involved 
in the industry to create a 
modern, safe and efficient 
aviation system and should 
hold our leaders account-
able for delivering.”

“For too long aviation 
investment has taken a 
back seat to other budget 
and infrastructure priori-
ties,” said GGA Executive 
Director Stephen Sigmund. 
“But the first week of 2014 
can serve as a turning 
point to putting resources, 
focus and leadership to-
ward finally modernizing 
air travel. Our economy, 
brand and quality of life 
for millions depend on it.”

Specifically, the Glob-
al Gateway Alliance called 
for faster implementation 
of NextGen, the Federal 
Aviation Administration’s 
state-of-the-art air control 
system at airports.

“NextGen won’t stop 
bad weather, but it can 
help manage and mitigate 
the impact of individual 
storms,” the GGA said.

GGA called for im-
provements at airports to 
accommodate the hordes of 
passengers stranded by bad 
weather.

“Pictures of passen-
gers packed inside outdated 
terminals like LaGuardia 
recently demonstrate that 
significant investments are 
needed,” the GGA said.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens’ two airports 

had a banner year in 2013 
as an all-time-record num-
ber of passengers passed 
through their gates, the 
Port Authority’s prelimi-
nary figures showed.

For the fourth year in 
a row the combined passen-
ger traffic rose at John F. 
Kennedy International and 
LaGuardia airports, hit-
ting approximately 77 mil-
lion flyers last year.

The borough’s two 
airports last had a dip in 
their combined traffic in 
2009, when their numbers 
dropped about 4 percent 
from the previous year to 
68 million passengers.

Overall, the agency’s 
commercial airports — 
which, in addition to Ken-
nedy and LaGuardia, 
include Newark Liberty 
and Stewart international 
airports — hit an all-time 
record of 111.6 million pas-
sengers, surpassing the 
previous record set in 2007.

Port Authority officials 
hailed the news and lauded 
the economic impact the in-
crease in air travellers will 
have on the region.

“While the effects of 
the recession linger for far 
too many people, we are 
pleased at the continued 
growth in passengers at 
our airports, which means 
great news on a host of re-
lated fronts, but especially 
for direct and indirect job 
creation, and our regional 
economy,” Port Author-
ity Executive Director Pat 
Foye said.

According to the agen-
cy, the airports account for 
about 450,000 jobs in the 
region and approximately 
$63 billion in economic ac-
tivity.

The airports are, how-
ever, in need of improve-
ments to keep up with the 
growing demand, and while 
they are not the country’s 
most delayed airports, they 
could do better.

According to the fed-
eral Bureau of Transporta-
tion Statistics, 77 percent of 
departures at JFK left on-
time last year, ranking the 
airport 20th, although the 
bureau only tracks domes-
tic flights. At LaGuardia, 
78 percent of departures 
left on time last year, rank-
ing the airport 18th in the 
country.

In 2011, the Regional 
Plan Association estimated 
that demand for passenger 
volumes at the region’s air-
ports would reach 150 mil-
lion by 2030 if the capacity 
were available and made 
several recommendations 
to increase capacity, includ-
ing adding a new runway at 
JFK.

While the Port Author-
ity has made no official 
announcement on that par-
ticular recommendation, it 
has overseen the expansion 
of JFK’s Terminal 4 and is 
working on an expansion 
and renovation of LaGuar-
dia’s central terminal.

Port Authority Deputy 
Executive Director Debo-
rah Gramiccioni said the 
airports’ newest numbers 
highlight the importance 
of increased investments.

“These numbers illus-
trate the importance of our 
continued investments to 
deliver the improvements 
our passengers demand, 
including rebuilt runways 
and high-speed taxiways to 
alleviate congestion and de-
lays, and terminal improve-
ments to ease travel for our 
customers,” she said.

Queens’ airports had a record year for passenger totals in 2013.

A Delta flight makes its way on a slushy runway after a Delta 
Connection flight from Toronto to New York skidded off the run-
way at John F. Kennedy International Airport earlier this month. 

AP Photo/Kathy Willens

Boro airports set record
Kennedy, LaGuardia rack up all-time passenger totals for 2013

Group says JFK, LGA 
need to be modernized

About 27 million passengers passed through LaGuardia Airport in 
2013, according to the Port Authority’s preliminary figures.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Three apartments in 
the same Flushing building 
were burglarized Saturday, 
residents said, with the loss 
of more than $60,000 in cash 
and jewels.

Eun Hae Lim  said she 
left her 34th Avenue apart-
ment at 10:30 a.m. to spend 
the day in Brooklyn with 
friends. When she returned 
home at 7:30 p.m., she found 
her belongings strewn 
across her bedroom floor. 
Lim said an intruder  took 
$30,000 cash and $10,000 
worth of jewelry, including 
her wedding rings.

“I felt upset,” Lim said. 
“I just called the police and 
they just said to not touch 
anything.”

Her neighbor, Nam 
Atee Kang, left her apart-
ment at 1:30 p.m. that day 
to go to a dance class. She 
came home 30 minutes af-
ter Lim to find a similar 
scene in her own apart-
ment. Kang said she lost 

more than $3,000 in cash 
and close to $20,000 worth 
of jewelry. She said the  
thieves seemed to know 
what they were doing, as 
they did not take any imita-
tion jewelry Kang had.

“They got everything,” 
Kang said. “My jewelry 
were diamonds, gold and 
silver. And they got my 
ruby thumbtack.”

Police confirmed the 
burglaries and said there 
was no forced entry into ei-
ther apartment, but a third 
apartment on the floor 
upstairs had its door dam-
aged.

The unforced entries 
into the two apartments on 
the lower floor could have 
been a result of the locks 
being picked or the resi-
dents leaving their doors 
unlocked, according to po-
lice.

Lim, however, said she 
was sure she locked her 
apartment.

“I definitely locked the 
door when I left,” she said. 

“The detective came later 
and said there was no dam-
age on the door, meaning 
somebody had the key.”

Kang said she was also 
sure she locked her door be-
fore she left.

Lim claimed a neigh-
bor on the floor upstairs, 
whose apartment was the 
only one forcibly broken 
into, had recently changed 
her locks.

She also said a fourth 
apartment had been bur-
glarized, but the tenant de-
cided not to report it to the 
police. As a result, police 
could not confirm this.

“I’m still scared. I can’t 
stay home alone. I went out 
yesterday and the day be-
fore that because I can’t be 
there alone,” Lim said.

Only the second and 
third floors of the seven-
unit building had been bur-
glarized, said Lim.

Police said the investi-
gation into the burglaries 
was ongoing.

Eun Hae Lim said she came home Saturday to find her Flushing apartment had been burglarized. 
Photos courtesy Eun Hae Lim

Burglars steal $60K from Flushing building

Dr Paul Im, D.D.S
specializing in dental implants

252-20 Northern Blvd., Suite 200, Little Neck, NY 11362 718-224-9453

 “Premium care with a gentle touch” 

Winter specials 
Implant Full Package

 Winter Special  25% Off 
Complete Exam, X-ray, and
Scaling only $80 for new
non-insured patients
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2011 National Blue Ribbon School
P.S. 130 Queens

Early Childhood School for Science and Technology
200-01 42nd Avenue 
Bayside, NY 11361

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, January 23, 2014

9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

The Kindergarten application process beings January 13, 2014 
and ends on February 14, 2014. All applications must be submitted online 

at www.nyc.gov/schools/kindergarten, or in person at an 
Enrollment Offi ce (30-48 Linden Place Flushing ) or by phone at 718-935-2400. 

Be sure to get a receipt! Interpretation services will be available in 150 languages.

Visit us on the web at www.ps130q.org
For more information, call P.S. 130 at 718–357–6606

Michelle Contratti
Principal

Laurie Careddu
Assistant Principal

We Look Forward To Meeting You!

www.Emigrant.comwww.Emigrant.com

Applicants May Qualify for Up to $2,000** in Closing Costs and 
0.375%** Off the Rate!

Emigrant Mortgage 
Current Specials!

First-Time Homebuyers May Save $500 in Closing Costs!
First-Time Homebuyer Incentive*

Mortgage Purchase / Refinance Incentive*

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. Member 
FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are believed to be correct 
but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to 
extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete 
application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products, and/or programs, or incentives are available in all states and/or localities and/or for 
all loan amounts. Incentives are exclusive and cannot be combined with any other offers. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties, including other Lenders.  
Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  
Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 01/15/2014

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Applicants May Qualify for Up to $2,00
0.375%** Off the Rate!

Em
Cu

First-Time Homebuyers M
First-Tim

Mortgage Purchase / Refinance

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brookl

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan

our g
ift

our g
ift

 t
o y

ou!

 t
o y

ou!

Each of the above offers 
are exclusive and cannot be 
combined with other offers.

Contact Me Today Contact Me Today 
To See If  You Qualify!To See If  You Qualify!

**Available based on borrower income or census tract eligibility.

*Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

Emily Y. Lui (347) 276-8123 
LuiE@EmigrantMortgage.com

NMLS#344503

w/coupon, exp. 1-27-14

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 

w/Frames

$9999
Exam Extra

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, Union and Insurance Plans.

COMPLETE PAIR 
OF GLASSES

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

w/coupon, exp. 1-27-14

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE 

LENSES

$16999*

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, specials, union or insurance plans... 
Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530 30-730 30-430

SEASON SPECIAL!

FRAMES 
with purchase 

of lenses

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, specials, union or insurance plans...
Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

What Do You Do When You Need A Doctor??

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans, All United Health Plans 
except Community, All Oxford Plans except Mosaic Plan 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, 
HIP, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet, Guardian, 

Magnacare, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include
 Treatment Of Cuts  Burns  Abscesses 

 Orthopedic Care of Sprains  Fractures  Sports & Work Injuries 
 X-Rays  Suturing  Splinting And Much More

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

www.fi rstmedny.com

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

FIRST+MED 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL CARE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
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EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

CARING FOR CATS
No matter what you may think of cats, the disappear-

ance of dozens of strays in Astoria over the last few weeks 
should be cause for concern.

Someone or multiple individuals apparently decided 
stray cats are a nuisance and should be removed from city 
streets anyway possible.

One neighborhood cat lover said she discovered two 
open cans of tuna floating in antifreeze left as a deadly 
trap for a couple of hungry strays.

A group of neighbors along 24th Street in Ditmars 
have shared the responsibilities of caring for a colony of 
eight feral cats since 2008 and have seen the animals disap-
pear one by one, leaving a lone survivor.

Other cat foster parents have experienced the same 
thing and have reported that strays they once tended to 
have vanished from their usual haunts.

The problem has been exasperated with changes at 
the ASPCA that went into effect Jan. 1.

Lacking the necessary manpower to investigate ev-
ery report of animal abuse, the ASPCA’s Humane Law 
Enforcement Unit transferred most of its cases over to the 
NYPD, the argument being the city’s police force spread 
across 77 precincts can better respond to and resolve is-
sues involving animal cruelty.

Astorians worried about the missing cats, however, 
believe the police have not made these cases a priority.

Granted, in the grand scheme of all that is wrong 
with the city, missing homeless cats don’t rise to the level 
of emergency.

Of course, one solution to the missing feral cat prob-
lem would be to ensure that residents spay and neuter 
their pets, especially ones that spend time outdoors. And 
residents who volunteer to feed and care for homeless ani-
mals should think about doing the same thing to the colo-
nies that set up homes in their yards.

Decrease the number of feral kittens born and you re-
duce the number of wild cats that go missing.

But the problem should not be allowed to spread be-
yond the feline population. By spring, the street posts 
around the borough might become filled with lost dog no-
tices. And once the culprits grow tired of torturing ani-
mals, they could easily shift to hurting people.

Cruelty to animals should be and is a felony. Kidnap-
ping, poisoning or even killing a stray because it knocks 
over your garbage cans or keeps you up at night howling 
for a possible mate is not the way to deal with the prob-
lem.

Instead, contact Neighborhood Cats, at neighborhood-
cats.org, to learn how to deal with unwanted strays.

Some people blind to truth about the poor

M
y letters seem to 
have perturbed 
and provoked 
some readers into 

a mean-spirited frenzy of 
ad hominem attacks.

Some writers, in their 
expressions of compassion 
for the poor and need for 
a coercive beneficent gov-
ernment, implied that my 
concern for personal free-

doms and liberty conjured 
up spirits of Somalian war-
lords and proponents of 
slavery and child labor.

In their lexicon, com-
passion is defined as confis-
cation and redistribution of 
other people’s money. They 
assuage their guilt by vili-
fying those who do not em-
brace and succumb to their 
enforced benevolence. This 

is the height of arrogance 
and discourtesy as well as 
a symptom of liberalism.

An honest, informed 
and dispassionate exami-
nation of the inequities 
and injustices cited by the 
writers would reveal that 
the government, of which 
they are so enamored, in-
stigated, created, regulated 
and benefited from the poli-

cies and conditions they so 
abhor.

It would be futile to 
quote and reference the U.S. 
Constitution for obvious 
reasons. Rational debate is 
not possible in a world of 
the intellectually dishonest 
and uninformed.

Ed Konecnik
Flushing
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M
any thanks to 
T i m e s L e d g e r 
Newspapers for 
issuing a correc-

tion to Tom Allon’s Jan. 3-9 
column and clarifying that 
books are central to the 
design and programming 
of the New York Public Li-
brary’s new branch on 53rd 
Street in Manhattan.

The new library — 
which will be one of the 
largest branches in the 

NYPL system — will in-
deed have a robust circulat-
ing collection of books and 
other materials available 
for checkout by users.

More broadly, public 
space at NYPL is increas-
ing. Last month, NYPL 
opened our sixth new 
branch since 2005 in Mari-
ners Harbor, S.I., setting a 
new high water mark for 
the number of branches in 
our network, at 88.

Most importantly, we 
agree with Allon that the 
future of our city demands 
all of New York’s neighbor-
hoods have strong branch 
libraries.

Ken Weine
Vice President of 
Communications

New York Public Library
Manhattan

Realtor wrong to remove trees 
from the landmark Klein Farm

T
he reporting of the 
blatant cutting and 
removal of several 
veteran shade trees 

by Audrey Realty on the 
landmarked Klein Farm is 
troubling.

It is another incident 
where, despite the laws that 
exist in its various contexts 
to protect and preserve 
large shade trees in the 
public sphere, tree owners 
defy the law. This is be-
cause there are many who 
see no value in large, estab-

lished shade trees.
But large trees and 

their canopies provide im-
mense environmental, 
social and human health 
benefits and thereby have 
significant monetary val-
ue. Depending on health 
and condition, historic 
trees inhabiting historic 
properties can be valued 
in the tens of thousands of 
dollars, adding much to the 
overall property value un-
realized by Audrey Realty.

Supporters of the farm 

and their legal team should 
make sure that full tree res-
titution is established and 
presented to the city Envi-
ronmental Control Board. 
The slap-on-the-wrist sum-
monses issued by the ECB 
are trivial to the greater 
monetary cost of those 
trees now lost to the com-
munity.

Carsten Glaeser
Kissena Park Charter schools take public money

C
harter schools can-
not have it both 
ways. They should 
either stop their 

false claim that they are 
public schools or stop their 
false claim that as private 
entities they are beyond 
judicial reach. They should 
step up to the plate and stop 
dodging state Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli’s finan-
cial audit of charters.

Charter schools de-
pend on public money as the 
primary source for their 
funding, but they luxuriate 
in their imagined immu-
nity from the oversight that 
governs and sheds light on 

the operations of true pub-
lic schools. Most readers 
are hardworking, tax-pay-
ing people who have every 
right to be aware of and the 
duty to question the astro-
nomical “management fee” 
profits of charter schools 
that are being underwritten 
by their blood and sweat. 
Profit is not a dirty word, 
but when charter schools 
end the year with millions 
of dollars of largess, an in-
quiry is in order.

The comptroller is no 
patsy. He is a watchdog for 
us New Yorkers. His job 
is to prevent the extrava-
gant waste of your readers’ 

money. His lawsuit, which 
a charter school is bitterly 
disputing, is a fight against 
“public funding without 
any real accountability to 
the public.”

Not all fans of charter 
schools are zealots with an 
infinite capacity for excuse-
making and evasion of re-
sponsibility for the toll of 
their mischief. Let unvar-
nished truth about charter 
schools emerge from an 
unhindered and impartial 
court action.

Ron Isaac
Bayside

New mayor develops blemish 
with Mark-Viverito as speaker

T
he people are best 
served when govern-
ment operates with 
checks and balances.

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
engineering of City Coun-
cilwoman Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) as 
speaker tarnishes his repu-

tation as a liberal and is an 
inauspicious beginning to 
his mayoralty (“Boro Coun-
cil members back Mark-
Viverito as speaker,” Jan. 
10-16).

Nor does it say much 
for the Council members 
who went along with this 

infraction of democratic 
principles, but given its his-
tory of mediocrity, it comes 
as no surprise.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

People always make things out 
to be bigger than they really are

S
o many letter writers 
continually want to 
bring up the Beng-
hazi “scandal” in-

stead of admitting that the 
puff of smoke they see in 
front of their eyes is actu-
ally New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie’s chances of ever 
living in the White House 
going up in smoke.

Want to discuss Beng-
hazi? Let’s do just that. 
Security was insufficient? 
Perhaps funding could 
have been increased, but 
Republicans cut embassy 
security funding by $128 
million in 2011 and $331 
million in 2012.

Then-U.S. Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton 

warned that the Republi-
can cuts to her department 
would be “detrimental to 
America’s national secu-
rity,” but Republicans dis-
agreed.

End of discussion.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

New library site will circulate books
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F
our years ago, a devel-
oper bought a lot on 
Union Turnpike near 
the old St. Joseph’s 

Hospital with a zoning of 
R3-2, which permits houses 
or low-rise attached hous-
es. Wanting to make more 
money by building higher, 
the builder proposed a zon-
ing change so a four-floor 
building as tall as 40 feet 
with apartments above and 
stores below could be built. 
Civic association leaders, 
always wary of zoning 
changes, higher buildings 
and increased traffic and 
congestion, opposed this 
proposal.

With the help of a facil-
itator law firm, a plan was 
hatched to set up a scare 
tactic to get the desired zon-
ing change. Using the com-
munity facilities rules of 
the city Zoning Resolution, 
plans for a 10-story commu-
nity facility shaped like a 
pyramid were presented. A 
community facility can be 
built “as of right,” since it 
is for the benefit of the com-
munity at large.

Community facilities 
can be hospitals, medical 
offices, houses of worship, 
group homes, schools and 
other buildings. The reason 
civic association leaders of-
ten oppose community fa-
cilities is that they are built 
in residential neighbor-
hoods, can be larger than 
the surrounding houses 
with cars using these fa-
cilities disrupting nearby 
homeowners by taking 

up parking spaces, block 
driveways and increase 
traffic and pollution.

The legal facilitator 
and the developer then 
talked about the 10-story 
building they could build 
if they did not get the four-
story building they wanted 
and went to all the neigh-
bors with this scare tac-
tic. Not surprisingly, the 
nearby residents came to 
Community Board 8 to say 
they wanted the smaller 
building, which is what the 
developer wanted in the 
first place.

What the residents did 
not know was that this pro-
posed 10-story community 
facility could only have 
medical- or community 
facility-type offices, since 
it would be a community fa-
cility and could not be rent-
ed out for plain commercial 
uses if medical uses were 

not found. People did not 
know there is not that much 
demand for medical space 
in this part of Queens.

The vote for the small-
er building at CB 8 was 17-
14.

This issue is being 
mentioned because people 
buy homes in a community, 
even if they do not know the 
zoning, but they do know 
they want certain types of 
buildings in their neigh-
borhood with adequate 
parking, lighting and air, 
trees, lawns and ambience. 
When builders buy proper-
ties and ask for a zoning 
change or a variance for 
their properties’ zoning, 
they can change the quali-
ty of life in a neighborhood, 
which residents did not de-

sire when they moved into 
the neighborhood.

The word “variance” 
was just used. It means an 
owner of a property can 
have the zoning changed 
for some economic hard-
ship. Builders will often 
buy a property they know 
can only have a building of 
a limited size, then ask for 
a variance to the zoning to 
build a bigger property us-
ing the excuse that they are 
losing money.

A five-member body 
appointed by the mayor, 
the city Board of Standards 
and Appeals has the right 
to grant a variance to a 
property so a bigger build-
ing can be built. Builders 
employ a facilitator to go to 
the BSA to get variances for 

their properties. Too often 
the BSA grants variances 
against the wishes of civic 
or block associations. We 
will see who the new mayor 
appoints to the BSA.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The new adminis-
tration did good in dealing 
with Hercules, the name 
given to our first snow-
storm, with up to 11 inches 
in some part of Queens. The 
new city schools chancellor 
even made the call to close 
schools at 4 a.m. so teachers 
who had a long trip from 
home to school did not start 
out.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: Too many people 
are doing illegal things. 
More than 100 city work-
ers have been charged with 
grand larceny for faking 
disability claims.

Developers ruin neighborhoods’ inherent nature

De Blasio joins ranks with Clinton as master tactician

O
nce upon a time, not 
too long ago, poli-
tics was considered 
an honorable pro-

fession where high-minded 
people toiled to serve the 
public.

Today, there are still 
many elected leaders who 
go into politics for the right 
reasons and go on to accom-
plish significant reforms 
that help society.

Then-President Bill 
Clinton helped balance our 
nation’s budget, cut crime 
dramatically and achieved 
significant welfare re-
forms, the latter two hav-
ing a lasting impact on our 
society. He presided over 
the greatest economic boom 
and longest period of peace 

in our nation’s history.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

accomplished a lot in his 
first few years in office, 
fixing the state’s budget 
woes, overseeing the pas-
sage of a long-overdue mar-
riage equality act, achiev-
ing significant gun reform 
policies and now investing 
more in education.

Clinton and Cuomo are 
master tacticians and who 
know how to twist an arm 
or throw an elbow to carry 
out their goals and agenda. 
Both work well behind the 
scenes in the backroom 
dealings that produce con-
sensus for their agendas. 
The all-time aficionado 
of political coercion, ex-
President Lyndon Baines 
Johnson, paved the way for 
this muscular type of gov-
erning.

Here in the tri-state 
area, we recently witnessed 
two ends of the spectrum: 
one flawed form of muscu-
lar politics led to a scandal, 

and another case led to a 
victory in forming a team 
of like-minded city leaders.

In New Jersey, we have 
seen the saga of “Bridge-
gate” and the stunningly 
stupid shenanigans of Gov. 
Chris Christie’s inner cir-
cle. As an example of “pow-
er corrupts and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely,” 
we see how petty revenge 
and a feeling of invulnera-
bility can lead some to per-
petrate stupid actions.

Whether Christie’s 
long and dramatic apol-
ogy will save his political 

career remains to be seen. 
If he knew, he’s toast; if he 
didn’t know, as he claims, 
then one has to question 
whether he has the manage-
ment talent to even contem-
plate a run for president.

Over the river, we re-
cently witnessed a tectonic 
shift in the power grid 
when Mayor Bill de Blasio 
outmaneuvered the bor-
ough party bosses and got 
his favored candidate, City 
Councilwoman Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhat-
tan), elected as Council 
speaker, the second most-

powerful office in city gov-
ernment.

Some protested that 
the mayor should not have 
interfered in this process, 
but those critics forget that 
politics is a blood sport and 
every leader should do what 
they can to get their allies 
in positions of power.

De Blasio, like his pre-
decessor Mike Bloomberg, 
now has a close ally head-
ing up the Council, and this 
will make it much easier 
for him to implement his 
agenda of bridging the in-
equality divide.

Mark-Viverito is a 
smart, determined and 
ideologically compatible 
partner for the next four 
years, and we’ll see how 
much she can help de Bla-
sio make New York a suc-
cessful liberal experiment 
for the rest of our country 
and the wider world.

The lesson in all this: 
Fight hard, fight fair and 
then things will probably 
start falling into place to 
implement your agenda. 
The great leaders don’t lose 
sight of this.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

The BSA often sides with developers.

Here in the tri-state area, we recently witnessed two ends of 
the spectrum: one fl awed form of muscular politics led to a 
scandal, and another case led to a victory in forming a team 

of like-minded city leaders.

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Bob
Harris

■
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The Polish-
Jewish Dialogue 
Committee has got-
ten approval from 
the city to rename 
the street in front of 
a Maspeth church 
in honor of the late 
Pope John Paul II.

Come spring, a 
portion of the road 
in front of Holy Cross 
Roman Catholic 
Church will be des-
ignated Pope John 
Paul II Way.

Jeff Gottlieb, presi-
dent of the Jewish Histori-
cal Society of Queens, and 
Chet Szarejko, vice presi-
dent of the Downstate New 
York Division of the Polish 
American Congress, be-
came friends through the 
political scene and estab-
lished a group to promote 
positive Polish-Jewish rela-
tions five years ago.

Rabbi Moses Birn-
baum, of the Kew Gardens 
Hills Jewish Center, and 
Monsignor Peter Zendz-
ian, pastor of St. Mathias 
Church in Ridgewood, soon 
got involved with the com-
mittee. To date, the Queens-
based group has about 20 
members, both spiritual 
leaders and lay people, ac-
cording to Frank Milewski, 
a committee member.

Milewski said 
the group wanted 
to honor Paul for 
working to create a 
community between 
Polish and Jewish 
people. He said they 
chose the street near 
Holy Cross Church 
because the pope vis-
ited it while touring 
several metropoli-
tan area houses of 

worship in the early 
1970s.

“He had been a 
leader of the Catho-

lic Church who took steps 
to improve relations and 
build amicable relations be-
tween Catholics and Jews,” 
Milewski said.

The Polish Jewish Dia-
logue Committee plans to 
unveil the new street sign 
before April 27, when the 
deceased pope is expected 
to be canonized as a saint 
at the Vatican.

Polish-Jewish group collaborates
to name Maspeth street for pope 

It’s not too late to apply 
 for the Spring Semester, 

  Classes start January 27
New & Transfer Students Welcome

Magazine Names

One of the Top 35 
   Music Business Programs 

     in the United States 

The Polish-Jewish Dialogue Committee 
pays tribute to the late Pope John Paul 
II by working to name a street in his honor. 

AP Photo/Plinio Lepri

BY KELSEY DURHAM

The city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals has ap-
proved a variance allowing 
construction to move for-
ward at the site of the for-
mer Scobee Diner in Little 
Neck.

A resolution was ap-
proved by the board Dec. 
10 in a 4-0 vote, with Vice 
Chairman Christopher 
Collins absent from the 
meeting. The variance was 
recommended to the BSA 
in June after it was ap-
proved 24-18 by members 
of Community Board 11 
and construction began in 
early August.

The former diner, at 
252-29 Northern Blvd., will 
be demolished and a two-
story office building is set 
to take its place, with Cit-
iBank occupying the first 

floor and a dentist’s office 
slated to move into the sec-
ond.

The approved variance 
gives the site’s new owner, 
Lion Bee Equities of Great 
Neck, permission to move 
the current parking lot to 
the back of the property 
and relocate a nearby stop 
for the QM3 bus.

The resolution passed 
by the BSA said Lion Bee 
Equities has agreed to 
“configure the curb cuts 
and parking spaces on the 
site so as to minimize the 
traffic impacts.” Traffic is 
expected to flow into the 
new property from Little 
Neck Parkway and exit onto 
Northern Boulevard.

Three public hearings 
were held after CB 11 ap-
proved the variance and 
passed it along to the BSA, 
one hearing per month 

from September to Novem-
ber.  BSA Executive Direc-
tor Jeff Mulligan said the 
board agreed after review 
that approval of the resolu-
tion did not pose a problem 
for the community.

The document said the 
project will “not alter the 
essential character of the 
neighborhood ... and will 
not be detrimental to the 
public welfare.”

The BSA did not have 
a time line as to when the 
project is expected to be 
completed, but the variance 
will now move on to be re-
viewed by the city Depart-
ment of Buildings as work 
continues.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

BSA greenlights changes
to Scobee Diner lot plans
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A popular Bayside 
shop will soon permanent-
ly close its doors after 35 
years in business.

The owners of Top 
Drawer Gift Shop, at 39-36 
Bell Blvd., have decided not 
to renew the store’s lease 
after it expires next month. 
Jeffrey Serin, whose wife 
Karen has operated the 
store out of the same loca-
tion for more than three 
decades, said the couple 
decided that with the lease 
expiring and their first 
grandchild having recently 
arrived, the time was right 
to give up their business 
in favor of spending more 
time with their family.

“Six days a week with-
out a day off, the time was 
just right,” Serin said.

The door to the shop 
now greets customers with 
signs promoting a “retire-
ment sale,” with items sell-
ing at up to 40 percent and 
50 percent off, according to 
Jeffrey. He said he and his 
wife have not made a for-
mal announcement about 
the store’s upcoming clos-
ing, but instead are relying 
on the signs to let people 
know what is to come.

“The sign is up but it’s 
really all word of mouth,” 
he said. “One person tells 
another and they tell some-
one and it just spreads.”

Top Drawer has be-
come known among Bay-
side residents as one of the 
best gift shops in the area 
that sells items such as 
jewelry, women’s purses 
and antiques. Over the 
years, the store has gained 

a strong following of fre-
quent customers whom Jef-
frey said are unhappy to 
hear that their favorite lo-
cal gift shop will no longer 
be open.

“It’s all very positive 
but also sad,” Jeffrey said 
of the feedback he has re-
ceived so far. “They knew 
they could find items for 
gifts at a reasonable price 
point and people are dis-
appointed but very under-
standing. They’re happy 
for my wife.”

The Serins’ lease on 
the property ends Feb. 28, 
but Jeffrey said it is hard 
to pinpoint a date when the 
store will officially close. 
As of right now, he said 
they are first trying to get 
rid of as much merchandise 
as possible before deciding 
how much longer to stay 
open. With prices as low 
as they are, Jeffrey said 
items are “flying out” of 
the store.

When the Serins do 
shut their shop’s doors for 
the final time, it will be 
a bittersweet moment for 
the couple who has run 
their family business in the 
same location for so many 
years. Jeffrey and Karen 
will leave behind the be-
loved customers who made 
their store successful for so 
long, and he said it is those 
patrons whom his wife will 
miss most about the store.

“She’ll miss the vast 
majority of her customer 
base, but if it wasn’t the 
right time with our grand-
child here, then she would 
miss it much more,” he said. 
“But now she has someone 
to spend that time with.”

Bayside gift shop
to close its doors 

�������	
����(877) 786-6560

SECURE A GREAT SAVINGS RATE!

������
�		�
�

  Savings 
Made Possible.

Minimum balance to open is $500

Minimum balance to earn interest is $500

1.01%APY1

14 MONTH CD

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of publication date and is subject to change without notice. 
he interest rate remains ��ed until maturit�. he minimum balance to open the promotional �� and earn 
interest is $500. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. Fees could reduce earnings. The 
promotional �� must be opened with new money not currently on deposit with the �an�. Ad�antage �an�ing 
customers who open the promotional �� and meet the abo�e re�uirements will recei�e the stated APY and 
will not recei�e the additional APY increase as part of their Ad�antage �an�ing �elationship pac�age. Please 
as� a ban� representati�e for full terms and conditions. �ffer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the ban� 
at any time. The ban� is not responsible for typographical errors.

Top Drawer Gift Shop on Bell Boulevard in Bayside will close 
soon after its owners decided not to renew their lease. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Olivia Kate Cerrone 
leaned toward the crowd 
gathered in the Richmond 
Hill Library’s auditorium 
and began reading the 
story of an Afghan woman 
burned to death for riding a 
motorcycle with a boy.

“This story remained 
only as a rumor ... until 
we went on vacation in 
Daykundi Province,” Cer-
rone read from “Tahera’s 
Story” by Basira. “No one 
was ready to tell me the 
whole story, so I asked dif-
ferent people and heard dif-
ferent parts of the story.”

“[Tahera’s] mother 
knew everything and asked 
her brother for advice,” 
Cerrone continued.  “The 
brother told her, ‘Why don’t 
you want to ignite your 
daughter?’”

A few gasps escaped 
from the 50 people who 

gathered in the library Jan. 
13 to listen to pieces written 
by those involved with the 
Afghan Women’s Writing 
Project.

The Friends of Rich-
mond Hill Library invited 
staff and mentors of AWWP, 
which helps English-speak-
ing women in five Afghan 
cities write and publish 
their stories,  to showcase 
poems, essays and stories 
as part of the Friends’ bi-
monthly reading series. Be-
tween volunteers from the 
audience such as Cerrone 
and AWWP members, read-
ers shared nearly 20 pieces, 
many of which commented 
on gender relations.

Others, such as the one 
Cerrone read, described 
the need to publish such 
stories.

“They beat her until 
her body become black, and 
tied her hands and feet to 
the columns of the house, 

threw oil on her, and ig-
nited her,” Cerrone read. 
“This story cannot remain 
a rumor.”

Murmurs of approval 
echoed from the audience.

Masha Hamilton, an 
author and director of com-
munications and public 
diplomacy at the U.S. em-

bassy in Afghanistan, said 
she felt compelled to begin 
teaching writing classes in 
Afghanistan after watching 
a video depicting the kill-
ing of Zarmeena, a mother 
of seven who was accused 
of beating her husband to 
death. Because she was 
unable to uncover much 

about Zarmeena’s history, 
Hamilton said she sought 
to honor her by ensuring 
other Afghan women can 
exercise the human right of 
telling their own stories.

“In the West and in Eu-
rope, we would know what 
her story was,” Hamilton 
said. “Change is happen-
ing, but it’s obviously not 
immediate.”

Since its 2009 incep-
tion, AWWP has grown 
into an organization that 
works with about 175 Af-
ghan women of all ages. 
Authors, reporters and 
screenwriters volunteer to 
help edit the women’s work 
online and in the South 
Asian country before it is 
published on AWWP’s blog. 
The organization has also 
opened an unmarked Inter-
net café in Kabul, the Af-
ghan capital, where women 
without access to the Inter-
net can work.

Hamilton said AWWP 
plans to begin an oral his-
tory project with illiterate 
women, in an effort to ex-
pand its reach to those who 
do not know English or can-
not write.

Marzia, an AWWP 
writer who has accepted a 
fellowship at the Women’s 
Campaign Fund in the 
United States, read an es-
say about her first men-
strual period. Like many 
who publish with AWWP, 
Marzia’s byline omits her 
last name for security rea-
sons. Although her father 
knows about her writing, 
Marzia said she has not told 
her brothers.

“If we do not write 
about it, if we do not speak 
about it, there will not be 
changes,” said Marzia. 
“Women are heroes who 
write for this wonderful 
project.”

Marzia, an Afghan woman involved with AWWP, reads her essay at 
Richmond Hill Library. Photo By Sarina Trangle

Afghan women’s writing resonates in Richmond Hill
Library readings by volunteers offer audience a sense of life as a female in South Asian nation

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Continued on Page 50
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“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
Owner-occupied and investment properties

Repayment terms to 25 years

Other Secured Business Loan Products Also Available

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR CREDIT SOLUTION!!!

LOAN CENTER 
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  

 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com

www.asiabank-na.com 

Our Residential Mortgage Program 
Helps You Achieve Your Dream 

� Bank’s Direct Lending  

� Choice of fixed-Rate Loan Terms 

� Rate Lock-In Option 

� Simplified Application Process 

� Competitive Services and Rates 

- Contact our local branches for more details - 

 Canal Street Branch:      202 Canal Street, New York, NY 10013       Tel : (212) 238-8208 
 

 Brooklyn Branch:            5714 8th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220         Tel : (718) 210-0508 
 

 Flushing Branch:             3902 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11354         Tel : (347) 905-9772 

Website: www.icbc-us.com                          Email: info@us.icbc.com.cn 
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Corona celebrates Three Kings Day
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(Elmhurst, NY – January 8, 2013) 
New York City Health and Hospitals Cor-

poration (HHC) President Alan D. Aviles 
today announced that Christopher D. Con-
stantino, Executive Director of Elmhurst 
Hospital Center (EHC), has been named Se-
nior Vice President of the Queens Health Net-
work, a public healthcare organization that 
includes Elmhurst Hospital Center, Queens 
Hospital Center, and several primary care 
clinics that serve patients throughout New 
York City’s most ethnically diverse borough.  
Mr. Constantino will retain his position at 
Elmhurst.

“Chris brings to the position of Senior 
Vice President of the Queens Health Net-
work a wealth of leadership experience and 
an impressive record of achievement within 
the field of healthcare,” said Mr. Aviles.  “As 
Executive Director of Elmhurst Hospital 
Center, he has led one of New York City’s 
busiest hospitals for nearly a decade and 
has motivated staff to consistently strive for 
excellence.  I am confident that he will con-
tinue that effort in his new role.”    

Constantino, who began his career with 
HHC in 1981, has held a series of leadership 
positions at both Elmhurst and Queens Hos-
pitals.  He first served as Associate Director 
of Support Services/Materiel Management 
at Queens Hospital Center, where he was 
administratively responsible for a number 
of important services. In 1984, in recogni-
tion of his fiscal management abilities, he 
was named Associate Director of Budget 
at Elmhurst Hospital Center. Constantino 
eventually rose to become Elmhurst Hos-
pital Center’s Chief Operating Officer and 
spearheaded initiatives that modernized the 
hospital’s healthcare delivery system by in-
creasing revenue and streamlining costs.  

He became Elmhurst Hospital Center’s 
Executive Director in 2005, and in that posi-
tion instituted programs to improve emer-
gency preparedness and financial man-
agement. He also oversaw several capital 
expansion projects, including the building 
of The Hope Pavilion Cancer Center, the con-
struction of the soon-to-be completed Wom-
en’s Healthcare Services Pavilion, and an 
ongoing renovation of the hospital’s Emer-
gency Department.

“I’m very excited about the opportuni-

ty to lead the Queens Health Network as it 
strives to improve the way we provide medi-
cal care and enhance and expand access to 
quality, patient-centered healthcare services 
throughout the borough,” said Mr. Constan-
tino.  “Both Queens and Elmhurst Hospitals 
serve unique, vibrant communities and I 
look forward to working with the staff to ful-
fill this important mission.”

Constantino, who grew up in Astoria, 
Queens has a Masters of Public Administra-
tion in Hospital Administration from New 
York University, and sits on the Executive 
Board of HealthFirst and the Board of St 
Michael’s Home for the Elderly in Yonkers.  
He is also a Board Member of SHAREing 
and CAREing, a Queens-based breast cancer 
support and advocacy group, and is an avid 
supporter of the American Cancer Society’s 
“Making Strides Against Breast Cancer” 
initiative.  He currently serves as a Manage-
ment Fellow for the National Association 
of Public Hospitals and as a member of the 
American College of Healthcare Executives. 

About The Queens Health 
Network

The Queens Health Network is com-
prised of two acute care facilities, Elmhurst 
Hospital Center and Queens Hospital Center, 
fifteen extension clinics, and five school-
based programs.

Elmhurst Hospital Center is the major 
tertiary care provider in the borough of 
Queens.  The hospital is comprised of 545 
beds and is a Level 1 Trauma Center, an 
Emergency Heart Care Station and a 911-Re-
ceiving Hospital.  It is a premiere health care 
organization for key areas such as Surgery, 
Cardiology, Women’s Health, Pediatrics, Re-
habilitation Medicine, and Renal and Mental 
Health Services.  

Queens Hospital Center is a major health-
care provider in the borough of Queens.  
Newly modernized – the result of a four-
year, $149 million capital project – the hos-
pital encompasses 360,000 square feet, with 
301 licensed beds, spacious ambulatory care 
suites featuring both primary and specialty 
services, and cutting-edge equipment.  It also 
houses four Centers of Excellence, in cancer 
care, diabetes management, women’s health, 
and behavioral health.

About HHC
The New York City Health and Hospi-

tals Corporation (HHC) is a $6.7 billion inte-
grated healthcare delivery system with its 
own 420,000 member health plan, MetroPlus, 
and is the largest municipal healthcare or-
ganization in the country. HHC serves 1.4 
million New Yorkers every year and more 
than 475,000 are uninsured. HHC provides 
medical, mental health and substance abuse 
services through its 11 acute care hospitals, 
four skilled nursing facilities, six large diag-
nostic and treatment centers and more than 
70 community based clinics. HHC Health and 
Home Care also provides in-home services 
for New Yorkers. HHC was the 2008 recipient 
of the National Quality Forum and The Joint 
Commission’s John M. Eisenberg Award for 
Innovation in Patient Safety and Quality. 

For more information, visit www.nyc.gov/
hhc or find us on facebook.com/nycHHC or 
twitter.com/HHCnyc.

Christopher D. Constantino 
named Senior Vice President of 

The Queens Health Network

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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BY BILL PARRY

Straphangers on the 
No. 7 subway line will have 
to get used to full and par-
tial service disruptions as 
the MTA prepares to shut 
down the western segment 
of the line for 22 weekends 
beginning Feb. 28.

The weekends are not 
consecutive but will be 
spread out all the way to 
the end of November. A ten-
tative Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority sched-
ule shows that service will 
be disrupted every week-
end in March while it will 
affect only one weekend in 
April, the 11th to the 14th.

Service changes will 
be in effect from 11:45 
p.m. Friday to 5 a.m. the 
following Monday. The 
shutdowns mainly affect 
trains from Times Square-
42nd Street to Queensboro 
Plaza, but in May the shut-
down will extend to 74th 
Street-Broadway, having 
consequences throughout 

western Queens.
City Councilman 

Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said “66 percent 
of the people in my district 
don’t own cars. I think 
maintenance is something 
you have to do, but they 
should be less disruptive.”

Borough President 
Melinda Katz was irritated 
with the MTA plans, saying 
“it’s ridiculous. The No. 7 
is one of the most crowded. 
I’m meeting with them next 
week and I’m going to call 
upon them to reduce the 
disruptions, and I’m going 
to ask them to add more 
trains.”

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
whose district is most af-
fected by the MTA’s plan, 
could not believe the num-
bers.

“Twenty-two week-
ends? That’s 40 percent 
of the weekends in 2014. 
That’s more than an incon-
venience, it’s potentially 
devastating to small busi-

ness,” he said.
Once again, the Hunt-

ers Point section of Long 
Island City will bear the 

brunt of the service cuts. 
Last year, weekend service 
cuts lasted every weekend 
for three months, causing 

a harsh economic impact 
for many businesses that 
were still recovering from 
flooding and lost business, 

thanks to Hurricane San-
dy.

“It’s terrible, but it’s 
nothing new,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) said. “What the MTA 
fails to realize is LIC is a 
cultural destination. The 
shutdown damages busi-
nesses, restaurants, muse-
ums and theaters.”

Jeff Blath, owner of the 
highly acclaimed Alobar 
restaurant in Long Island 
City, was angry when he 
heard the news.

“It’s quite clear that 
the MTA doesn’t care about 
small business here in 
Queens,” he said. “Every 
time the shutdown hap-
pens, I’m going to shout 
about it on social media and 
I bet every other owner will 
be doing the same thing.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Service on the No. 7 train is slated to be suspended for 22 weekends.

No. 7 shutdowns planned for 22 weekends

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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www.nycpba.org

Photo courtesy of the archives of the Police Athletic League of New York City.

Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531

Patrick J. Lynch, Presidentof the City of New York
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BY BILL PARRY

Stray cats are disap-
pearing in Astoria and city 
services are not helping to 
solve the mystery.

 Mary Witty, an NYU 
administrator, lives in the 
Ditmars section of Asto-
ria where she and several 
neighbors on 24th Street 
have looked after a colony 
of eight strays since 2008. 
“Four of them slept in my 
backyard and a retired 
couple would let the kittens 
warm up in their kitchen,” 
Witty said.

Apparently not all the 
neighbors feel the same 
way toward the felines.

Witty knows of one 
neighbor who has com-
plained to others, sprayed 
animal repellent and even 
built a fence to keep the 
cats from her yard. Anoth-
er neighbor was shocked 
to discover two open cans 
of tuna topped with anti-
freeze with its distinctive 
blue color. Last month, 

all but one of the cats in 
Witty’s colony disappeared 
without a trace. 

“Had she come to me 
with her complaint we 
could’ve opened some kind 
of dialogue,” Witty said. “I 
might have explained to 
her that poisoning cats is a 

felony.”
  She set up a website 

(astoria7.org) and Facebook 
page (astoria7) to gather 
information about what 
had happened to the miss-
ing cats and, according to 
feedback, the problem is 
spreading. 

 “We are getting re-
ports of more cats disap-
pearing,” Witty said. “One 
lady lost 10 and there was a 
colony of 11 on 14th Street 
that’s now down to four.”T

 To compound the 
problem, city agencies and 
the NYPD have refused 

to help Witty because she 
said there is no evidence of 
wrongdoing, no dead bod-
ies. 

“All I get is the royal 
runaround. I thought I was 
getting somewhere with 
the ASPCA Humane Law 
Enforcement Unit, but that 
was discontinued on Jan. 1 
and its duties were trans-
ferred to the NYPD, which I 
think will be a disaster for 
animals,” Witty said.

The ASPCA said the 
department is not closed, 
but the majority of enforce-
ment has been transferred 
because the Police Depart-
ment has more manpower. 

“The change — given 
NYPD’s tens of thousands 
of officers across 77 pre-
cincts — will allow for the 
swift and effective response 
to animal abuse complaints 
and subsequently expe-
dite the ASPCA’s rescue 
and treatment of abused 
animals,” spokesman Bret 
Hopman said.

One elected official is 

aware of the problem and is 
doing something about it. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said, “What’s 
the NYPD going to do? 
They’ve got plenty of things 
to worry about and no spe-
cialized training. 

He added, “In the long 
run it might be a good 
thing, but in the short term 
it’s going to be a real prob-
lem,” he said. 

Avella has scheduled a 
public forum on animal pro-
tection issues in the state 
of New York. That meeting 
was scheduled for this Fri-
day in the Senate Hearing 
Room at 250 Broadway in 
Manhattan.

Witty and a growing 
number of people who have 
lost their cats will take 
their issues to Community 
Board 1’s monthly meeting 
Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Witty has 
raised the reward money 
for information on her lost 
cats to $5,000 on her web-
site. 

Stray cats lounge in Mary Witty’s backyard before most of them disappeared recently. 
Photo courtesy Marry Witty

Astoria residents fear worst for missing felines
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SPA  &  HAIR  SALON

HAIRDRESSER WANTED

SPECTACULAR BEAUTY NIGHTS!
SPECIAL PRICING

7pm-12Midnight Tuesday-Saturday
Keratin Treatment $99*

European Hair Color $35*
Japanese Straightening $99*

*by appointment only

SPECIAL PRICING
9am-7pm Tuesday-Saturday

9am-6pm Sunday
Wash and Blow Dry*

Haircut with Blow Dry*
Perm with Cut and Blow Dry*

European Hair Color Touch-up*
1 ½ Hour Facial
1 Hour Massage

Cavi-Lipo Cellulite Treatment**
*with selected hairdresser only

**the most advanced ultrasound system

OPEN 6 DAYS  Tue-Sat: 9am-7pm  (7pm-12midnight by appointment only)  Sun: 9am-6pm

718.767.8655
152-67 10th Avenue 

Whitestone, NY 11357

In Mall Area 
Plenty of FREE PARKING 

Next to Waldbaum’s
Gift Certifi cates Available!

According to the New York 
State Department of Health, 
nearly 1 in 8 New Yorkers has 
diabetes. However, type 2 dia-
betes (the most common form 
of diabetes) can be preventable. 
Having diabetes means that the 
body’s blood sugar levels are too 
high. 

Daniel Lorber, M.D., director, 
Endocrinology, and associate di-
rector, Theresa and Eugene M. 
Lang Center for Research and 
Education, New York Hospital 
Queens, says, “It’s important to 
be screened for diabetes if you 
or your doctor believe you are at 
risk for developing the disease. 
Your doctor can check your 
blood sugar levels with a simple 
blood test.”

Certain people are at higher 
risk for developing diabetes. 
Talk to your doctor about being 

screened if you:

-
betes

high cholesterol or heart dis-
ease

-
bean, South or East-Asian, or 
Latino descent

Many people avoid being 
tested and may have diabetes 
for several years before it is di-
agnosed. Signs of advanced dia-
betes can include weight loss, 
blurry vision, increased urina-
tion and poorly healing wounds 

on the legs or feet.  If you experi-
ence any of these symptoms, see 
your physician immediately.

People with diabetes can 
manage the condition with diet, 
exercise and medication. Five 
30-minute sessions of moder-
ate exercise — like brisk walk-
ing, swimming or hiking — per 
week, and losing about 7 percent 
of your body weight, if over-
weight, may cut your risk by 
about 60 percent. 

Dr. Lorber notes that even 
people who manage the disease 
may eventually need to increase 
oral medications or use insulin 
injections. 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Don’t Let Diabetes Take Control of Your Life 

Do you need to find an endocrinologist? Find one right 

Endocrinologists at 
NYHQ are principal in-
vestigators in clinical re-
search studies that inves-
tigate diabetes treatment 
options. NYHQ is looking 
for individuals to take 
part in a clinical research 
study (The Glycemia Re-
duction Approaches in 
Diabetes: A Comparative 
Effectiveness Study)  that 
will compare the long-
term benefits and risks 
of four widely used diabe-
tes drugs in combination 
with metformin, the most 
commonly prescribed 
medication for treating 
type 2 diabetes.  To learn 
more about the study 
and how to enroll call  
(718) 670-1827. 
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Photos by Ken Maldonado and Walter Karling

Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Ken Maldonado



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
AN. 17-23, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
27

BT

New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. 
^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. 
^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Nursery, Pre-K Half Day and All Day Programs
Kindergarten through Grade 8

Computer Room with Internet Access and iPads
Art, Music, Gym and Foreign Language Classes

Interactive Whiteboards in all Homerooms
After School Clubs

Before-School Program starting at 7:15 AM
After-School Program until 6:00 PM

Join us in Celebrating
Catholic Schools Week

 
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 26, 2014, 10:30 AM–12:30 PM
“Come have a cup of coffee at our hospitality table.”

 
OPEN SCHOOL

Monday, January 27, 2014
Pre-K Half Day Open House 9:00–9:30 AM

Nursery Open House 1:00–1:30 PM
Wednesday, January 29, 2014

O.L.B.S. Grandparents’ Day Open House
9:30–10:00 AM

Thursday, January 30, 2014
Pre-K All Day and Grades K–8
Open House 9:00–10:00 AM

 
REGISTRATION DAYS FOR THE 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR

January 27, 28 and 30, 2014: 7:30 AM–2:00 PM
January 29, 2014: 7:30 AM–1:00 PM

January 31, 2014: 7:30–11:00 AM

 “Accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools”

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT SCHOOL

34-45 202 Street, Bayside, NY 11361

Mrs. Joan Kane, Principal
Holy Cross High School, a Catholic Col-

lege Preparatory School in Queens, New 
York, educates the hearts and minds of young 
men following the educational and spiri-
tual vision of Blessed Father Basil Moreau, 
founder of the Congregation of Holy Cross. 

Holy Cross embraces students who reflect 
social and economic diversity. The school 
strives to instill within each student a desire 
to identify and fully develop his talents while 
pursuing excellence in all his endeavors. 

Holy Cross varied academic programs 
and activities nurture and promote spiri-
tual, intellectual, creative, social and psy-
chological growth and development. The 
ultimate goal is the formation of “The Holy 
Cross Man.” 

Holy Cross High School, sponsored by the 
congregation of Holy Cross, demonstrates and 
teaches in the Catholic tradition. We believe 
this requires each person to recognize his 
need for the following: spirituality centered in 
Christ; a developed intellect; emotional, phys-
ical and social maturity; and an understand-
ing of the Christian truth of each persons de-
veloping relationship to other persons. 

The faculty and staff, administration 
and board of directors are dedicated to the 
spiritual development of young men who are 

moral, courageous and of service to others. 
We recognize that a student’s education and 
development are reinforced by his active 
participation in the school, the community 
and his place of worship. Civic and moral re-
sponsibility are exemplified and promoted. 

The curriculum of Holy Cross High 
School is designed to stimulate interest, in-
tellectual curiosity and creativity. We strive 
to develop each student’s innate capacity for 
independent decision making, good judg-
ment and respect for others. 

It is through the integration of these spir-
itual and human potentials that a student 
will be capable of enjoying, contributing 
to and appreciating life and embracing the 
eternal God. 

Our philosophy is rooted in the vision of 
our founder, Blessed Basil Moreau and in the 
200 year old tradition of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross. We are part of network of Holy 
Cross education in the United States, which 
includes three universities, two colleges and 
14 secondary schools. If you find yourself 
on the campus of the University of Notre 
Dame or in the hallway of Holy Cross High 
School, Flushing, the characteristics of a 
Holy Cross education remain the same. Visit  
www.holy-crosshs.org or call (718) 886-7250.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Holy Cross High School  
To Know, to Love, to Serve 

Educating the  
Hearts and Minds  

of Young Men 
for Leadership,  

Service,  
and Success

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Mr. Joseph Giannuzzi,
Vice President - Admissions Director

718-886-7250 ext. 558
718-886-7257 (fax)
admissions@holycrosshs.org

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard
Flushing, New York, 11358
www.holycrosshs.org
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

SACRED HEART SCHOOL
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service

Registration Dates: 
Sunday, January 26th: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Monday, January 27th – Friday, January 31st – 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 28th:  7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart Offers:

Science Lab, Computer Lab (43 new laptops and 30 iPads), SMART BOARDS in grades 1-8 and one in the Computer lab, foreign language, 
automated library, art classes, music classes, band program, physical education, remediation class, guidance program, student council 
activities, across-grade levels buddy program, two year-old program, extra-curricular programs, students prepared for Math 9 and Earth 
Science Regents, extensive service program, participation in spiritual activities, involvement in Parish scouting and sports programs.

 

Come visit ; we look forward to telling you about our successes!
MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION ACCREDITATION

NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATION ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

 Principal

ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL

6100 Francis Lewis Blvd. Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 (718) 423-8810  www.sfponline.org        

ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Come take a look

Tours available 
days, nights & weekends.

Buddy Days available 
For more information visit

www.sfponline.org
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68-02 Metropolitan Avenue • Middle Village, NY 11379
CK CAMPUS 718•366•7400

The Board of Trustees of
Christ the King High School

along with the Administration & Faculty is proud to announce over

$544,000
in scholarships

have been awarded to the Class of 2018

Congratulations! 

Jan. 15th thru Feb.12th
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Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman • Michael W. Michel, President • Peter J. Mannarino, Principal

Thomas V. Ognibene, Chairman, CK Scholarship Committee

*����������&��!1��	�"�	����
�#���������
!���� ��(����	�
���'�����
���
'����������������������"�	����
�#���������
,�����3������	�
�����7��
����8�3��������
(������������
����		�����%�))/�*�����	�'����
�����
�����3��������������9�����������������������
���������	�������		�����%�))/�*�����	�'����
�����
3������3�:7�	�,����-�������������������
+�,���$���)������	���������	�������������
&��������������	�
���1��;�*�������������������
��1�!)�������������������!�����
3�����(�!�;;������	����������9�' ��
���
 �	�!��������������������������!�����
-�� ����
 ���7���	�+�������
 �� ����
���
2��������	�3(��!����"�	����
�#���	��!� �������������

3�������&������	�
���'�����
���
�����%���!���!�����
� �����*�!�!�����
,�������&����	�
���!�������
���
��������'�	���������	�&��� �������������

5�������<����9������	�
������'�����
����8�)�������
$�����(��&�	���������
�*���	��)�����

If you missed the TACHS exam,
take the CK Admission Test

Limited Space Available for 
Upper Classman Transfers

$50Cost

To register for 
exam call ext. 240

Exam Date: Monday, February 10th • 6PM 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Newly inaugurated city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer made 
a surprise appearance at a Com-
munity Board 7 meeting Monday.

He spoke about his new job 
and the city’s newly elected of-
ficials before taking a few ques-
tions from board members about 
city contracts, pensions and la-
bour contracts.

“Some people get a little 
nervous when there is all that 
change, but I will tell you this is 
a great opportunity for New York 
so we can re-imagine some of the 
issues we care about and look at 
things in a different way,” he said. 
“The future of economic develop-
ment and the future of this city 
lie in our boroughs, and we have 
to start paying attention to the 
economic well-being of the entire 
city. This is the message I think 
the voters sent.”

Stringer said he will closely 
oversee city contracts starting in 
the Request- For-Proposal stage of 
projects. He also said he hopes to 
create a more transparent way for 

the public to see where the city’s 
capital budget is going.

After the comptroller left, 
the community board voted on 
two applications.

The first was an application 
by Spa Castle for a permit to build 
parking on the roof of its facility, 
at 11-11 131st St.

Community board members 

said they had no problem with 
the plan to build parking itself, 
but expressed concerns about the 
facility’s garbage on 131st Street 
because it had been spilling onto 
the street.

“As a College Point resident, 
I have absolutely no problem with 
approving their construction if 
they move their garbage to 132nd 
Street,” said Andrew Rocco, pres-
ident of the College Point Civic 
Association and a CB 7 member.

A representative of Spa Cas-
tle, which has been operating in 
College Point for seven years, said 
it accepted the condition.

CB 7 unanimously approved 
the permit under the condition 
the spa move its garbage to 132nd 
Street.

The second application was 
by a gym, at 30-50 Whitestone Ex-
pwy., that was seeking a special 
permit to operate legally.

The gym had been operat-
ing with the wrong permits since 
it opened in 2002 and was only 
alerted to the fact it needed spe-
cial permission to operate in 2012 
by the city Department of Build-

ings.
CB 7 also unanimously ap-

proved the second application.
The community board later 

held elections to elect its execu-
tive committee.

Chairman Gene Kelty was 
not challenged and will remain 
in his position for 2014. Chuck 
Apelian and Frank Macchio will 
also remain in their positions as 
second and third vice chairmen.

CB 7 elected two new mem-
bers to the executive committee: 
Warren Schreiber and Joshua 
Sussman.

Schreiber beat Kim Oha-
nian to become third vice chair-
man. Sussman defeated Barbara 
McHugh to became fourth vice 
chairman and secretary.

Joseph Femenia stepped 
down as fourth vice chairman 
and decided not to run for an ex-
ecutive committee post this year.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

YOU MAY 
QUALIFY FOR AN 
INVESTIGATIONAL 
FLU STUDY  
NEAR YOU.

ARE YOU EXPERIENCING:
Fever?
Cough, Sore Throat or Nasal Obstruction?
Fatigue, Headache, Muscle Pain?

www.InfluenceStudy.com
Participants will be compensated for time and travel.

A GLOBAL
FLU STUDY

CALL

646-361-4059

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
Community newspapers.

-Weekly Bannered directory
-Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

M E DICAL  RE SEARCH  GUIDE

City Comptroller Scott Stringer addresses a Community Board 7 meeting Monday 
night. Photo by Alex Robinson

Stringer vows to keep close eye on city contracts
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TimesLedger Newspapers recognize those 
borough performances that shined in 2013

 Sudoku 36
 Arts & Entertainment 38
 Crossword Puzzle 40
 Guide to Dining 42

The first Queens Kudos awards for outstanding performances in borough 
theaters are awarded to Natalie DePuy (top) for outstanding supporting ac-
tress in a musical in “The Wedding Singer.” Bailey Seeker (above) earns the 
outstanding actress in a musical award for “Oliver! The Musical.” Outstanding 
supporting actor in a play is Blaine Smith for “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 
And Gregory Isaac in “Oliver! The Musical” earns outstanding actor in a musi-
cal prize. Photos courtesy Chasi Annexy, Catherine Vitale and Queens Players

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After a quick review of the 
Queens theater scene for 2013 one 
thing became increasingly clear: 
The past 12 months could be la-
beled the “Women of the Year.”

Whether comedy, drama or 
musical, the performances that 
stayed with you long after the 
curtain fell were created by a 
handful of actresses giving Man-
hattan-caliber performances. 

In some cases, these women 
provided the strongest reason to 
see the show. 

That’s not to say the men 
were totally forgettable. Some 
of the best performances by the 
guys came in supporting roles 
and mostly in the comedic parts. 

But there are some folks 
who deserve recognition for pro-
viding an outstanding evening of 
Queens theater. 

To that end, TimesLedger 
Newspapers is proud to present 
its first Queens Kudos Awards to 
the following:

• Outstanding actress 
in a musical — No question 
Bailey Seeker in “Oliver! The 
Musical” at the Secret Theatre 
made a huge splash with her first 
major New York role as ill-fated 
Nancy in the classic 1960s show. 
Seeker, who graduated from New 
York University this past spring, 
became the focal point of every 
scene in which she appeared. 
The pure joy and enthusiasm for 
life she gave Nancy — especially 
in the numbers “It’s a Fine Life” 
and “Oom-Pah-Pah” — amplify 
the pending doom you know is 
coming her way. Seeker, who 
said she has wanted to play Nan-
cy since she was 6, almost didn’t 
get the part. Director Lenny Ban-

ovez asked her to read for one of 
the smaller female roles. Seeker 
did, but before leaving the audi-
tion she asked if she could read 
for Nancy. Some actors might 
consider that a rookie mistake, 
and Banovez admits such re-
quests usually end badly for the 
performer. But not in this case. 
Seeker nailed the part and en-
sured this show would be the 
start of something big for her.

• Outstanding support-
ing actress in a musical 
— This category proved a little 
tougher to judge. Several actress-
es created memorable perfor-
mances in supporting roles. But 
it was Natalie DePuy as Linda in 
“The Wedding Singer,” also at the 
Secret Theatre, who ultimately 
won our hearts. As Linda, DePuy 
only appears in two scenes, but 

Continued on Page 38
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Answers in Sports

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Next week Socrates Sculp-
ture Park moves to Manhattan. 

Although the outdoor gallery 
has no plans to abandon its Long 
Island City home, it will open an 
off-site exhibition Tuesday at a 
Midtown office building. 

“We’re going to bring a little 
bit of the outdoors indoors and 
vice versa,” John Hatfield, So-
crates’ executive and artistic di-
rector, said.

“Fact of the Matter,” at the 
1285 Ave. of the Americas Art 
Gallery, includes about two dozen 
pieces created by nine artists in 
the various mediums for which 
each person is known.

The show’s title plays on a 
double meaning: Fact of the mat-
ter relates to the specific proper-
ties of each material used by an 
artist, but also explains why they 
opt to use the stuff they do — sort 
of like, as a matter of fact.

Included in the show are 
works constructed of rubber and 
steel, scorched wood and polysty-

rene among other mediums. 
By focusing on one or two 

mediums — as opposed to a col-
lage — artists create works which 
tend to explore the scientific prop-
erties of the materials, Hatfield 
said. But in this case, he said, 
the artists also bring a poetic 
and emotional viewpoint to their 
works. 

“All of the artists have an in-
volvement with the materials and 
create a dialogue with the mate-
rials,” Hatfield said. “These art-
ists’ works are about energy and 
vibrancy.”

Besides working in specific 
mediums, these nine artists also 
share the fact they have each ex-
hibited work at Socrates. 

For this latest exhibition, 
Hatfield selected a variety of art-
ists, including ones with limited 
experience showing, others in a 
mid-career phase and some older 
individuals, who are internation-
ally known.

Most of the pieces in the show 
are relatively new, with most be-
ing made within the last year or 

so. Two of the artists are creating 
site-specific works for the exhibi-
tion.

“The space couldn’t be more 
different than Socrates,” Hatfield 
said. “It’s a midtown corporate 
lobby space. Typically it shows 

small, discrete pieces. Here, we 
are pushing the envelope.”

The Manhattan gallery in-
cludes 20-foot by 10-foot bays, 
where the sculptures will be dis-
played. Visitors will also have a 
chance to view photographs of 

each of the artists’ work spaces. 
These pictures include studios 
crammed with planks of cedar 
wood, metal clamps, broken glass 
and even used tires.

“It becomes immediately ap-
parent the relationship the art-
ists have with the materials,” 
Hatfield said.

Another thing that is appar-
ent to Hatfield is the exposure 
Socrates will receive during the 
show’s run.

“Thousands and thousands 
of people pass through that lob-
by,” Hatfield said. “This is going 
to bring people to Queens. Some-
times you have to go out to bring 
people in.”

IF YOU GO
“Fact of the Matter”

Where: 1285 Ave. of the Americas 
Art Gallery, Manhattan
When: Jan. 21 to May 16, Monday-
Friday, 8 am-6 pm
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Socrates Sculpture Park opens a satellite exhibit
Long Island City’s outdoor art space heads to Midtown gallery for newest show:  Fact of the Matter

Alyson Shotz, “Wavelength 2,” 2008-2013. 
Photo courtesy artist and Derek Eller Gallery, New York
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she owns both of them. 
As the quintessential ’80s 
Jersey girl, DePuy’s talent 
was almost as big as Lin-
da’s hair. In an otherwise, 
mostly forgettable show, 
this actress creates several 
genuinely funny moments 
as she performs her “Dear 
John” letter in the song, “A 
Note From Linda.” While 
it would be easy to play the 
role as a cartoon character, 
DePuy keeps it real. Those 
of us who lived through the 
1980s definitely remember 
somebody just like Linda. 

• Outstanding ac-
tress in a play — They 
say comedy is harder than 
drama, and this past year 
Amy Rutberg in the Asto-
ria Performing Arts Center 
production of “The Cot-
tage” proved it’s easy to 
work hard while looking 
effortless. In Sandy Rus-
tin’s original comedy, the 
author wanted to create a 
play that followed the rules 
and structure of a Noël 
Coward comedy, but pro-
vided stronger roles for the 
women in the cast. Rutberg 
walks away with the show 
as the young woman who 
wants to believe marriage 
equals happiness rather 
than just contentment, 
which is where she finds 
herself now. She plays it 
straight, which makes the 
whole thing that much fun-
nier. Rutberg even throws 
in a bit of slapstick in one 
scene as she recites heart-
felt lines hidden in the box 
of a window seat. 

• Outstanding sup-
porting actress in 
a play — Although not 
part of the best production 
of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” to play Queens 
this past year, Megan 
Greener in the double roles 
of Starveling and Cobweb 
in the Queens Players ver-
sion earns the top nod. As 
a member of the perform-
ing troupe comprised of 
village tradesmen, led by 
Bottom, Greener is able to 

communicate joy, sorrow 
and shame without say-
ing a word. But she speaks 
volumes through her ex-
pressive eyes and slightly 
exaggerated movements. 
Greener provides some of 
the show’s biggest laughs, 
but she is definitely in on 
the joke. 

• Outstanding ac-
tor in a musical — One 
could argue that villain 
Bill Sykes is a supporting 
role, but Gregory Isaac’s 
performance in the Secret 
Theatre’s “Oliver! The Mu-
sical” is beyond memorable. 
As the murderous brute, 
Isaac doesn’t say much, but 
his menacing stares and vi-
olent movements are heard 
loud and clear. The actor 
also possesses a glorious 
singing voice that unfor-
tunately earns little stage 
time. Seriously, you want 
to see more of this mon-
ster, which says a lot about 
Isaac’s talent. 

• Outstanding 
supporting actor in 
a musical — Another 
bright moment in an other-
wise forgettable show was 
John Wascavage’s turn 
as George in “The Wed-
ding Singer.” As obviously 
gay bandmate George, who 
is dressed to match ’80s 
music icon Boy George, 
Wascavage stops the show 
with his genuinely funny 
solo “George’s Prayer.” 
The song, performed at a 
bar mitzvah, has the audi-
ence howling as Wascavage 
sings in Hebrew to the tune 
of Spandau Ballet’s “This 
Much is True.” 

• Outstanding ac-
tor in a play — OK, so 
we’re going to cheat a little 
and present this award 
to the entire cast of Titan 
Theatre Co.’s “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream.” In 
Lenny Banovez’s produc-
tion, Ryan Lee, Gregory 
Isaac, Alexis Black, John 
Finnegan, Emily Trask, 
Laura Frye, Sean Hudock, 
Lloyd Mulvey and Mat-

thew Foster play all the 
roles in a Russian roulette 
version of Shakespeare’s 
comedy. Parts were anoint-
ed at the start of each per-
formance so throughout 
the run, men played many 
of the female characters 
while the women took over 
the masculine roles. And 
despite not knowing who 
they would be that night, 
each cast member presents 
a complete character and 
delivers the goods. 

• Outstanding sup-
porting actor in a play 
— Another highlight in the 
Queens Players version 
of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” was Blaine Smith 
as Bottom, who earns the 
nod in this category. Smith 
chewed plenty of scenery as 
the overly confident actor 
in the play within the play. 
But by playing bad so good, 
Smith pulls off a marvel-
ous and delightful treat for 
the audience. It might seem 
like portraying a bad actor 
would be easy, but doing a 
good job at bad acting is 
quite the feat. Smith pulls 
it off with aplomb.

• Outstanding pro-
duction — There’s no doubt 
that Titan Theatre Co.’s 
version of “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream” was 
the best production to play 
the borough this past year. 
Director Lenny Banovez 
proved he can just as eas-
ily handle musicals with 
his steampunk version 
of “Oliver! The Musical,” 
but it was his take on the 
Bard that earned universal 
praise from audiences and 
critics. Shakespeare’s most 
accessible comedy was per-
formed at breakneck speed 
by a talented group of nine 
actors portraying all 16 
roles in an interchangeable 
cast. During the rehearsal 
period, Banovez was prob-
ably the least-liked man 
in New York City’s theater 
world as his cast was re-
quired to learn the entire 
script. But his vision — or 
madness — paid off with a 
breezy evening of theater 
that leaves the audience 
wanting more. And we 
may be in luck. Banovez 
said he is currently in the 
process of negotiating the 
next steps to take the show 
across the river for a New 
York run. 

Continued from Page 35

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

 

Across
1. Goes with
6. Coffee holders
10. Pet lovers' org.
14. Unmoving
15. Precedes police or act
16. Campus hangout
17. Skylit lobbies
18. Elizabeth's daughter
19. "Major" animal
20. Ray Lewis, e.g.
22. "Pronto!"
23. W.W. II vessel
24. Sweetie pie
26. Water a neighbor's
plants, perhps
31. Mine find
32. Mgr.'s aide
33. Kings' toppers
35. Remove
39. "Aha!"
40. Follower of the beginning of 
20A, 57A, 10D, and 29D
42. Exposes
43. Hoarse
45. 10th-century pope
46. Poems of praise
47. Young fellow
49. Academic work
51. Just got (by)
55. Slip up
56. Desertlike
57. Complained
63. Extend credit
64. Burn balm
65. Point the finger at
66. Basilica area
67. Lip
68. Kind of column
69. Does and bucks
70. Ogles
71. Increase

Down
1. Type of tone
2. Not pro
3. Beach bird
4. Buffalo's county
5. Horse house
6. Of use
7. Pen call
8. In shape
9. Sound system
10. 8 to 64, e.g.
11. Handbag
12. Jose's houses
13. Go with the flow
21. Syrian leader
25. "You ___ here"
26. Head cover
27. Peak in Greek myth
28. Takes advantage of
29. Painter's equipment
30. Basic belief

34. Like many soccer draws
36. BMW rival
37. Fr. holy women
38. To be, to Brutus
41. Each partner
44. Chatter
48. Lower in rank
50. Saudi ___
51. Light lunch
52. Brunch serving
53. Wash cycle
54. Hold up
58. Misplace
59. Dolt
60. Poker unit
61. Let out
62. Art ___

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

January 17-23, 2014

By Pete Canty

Let's Boogie

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ELEMENTARY SYMBOLISM
C L E A N R H E A C O S T
R E T R O A U L D A N T E
A G A I N I N D O R A I L
G O L D F I N G E R B I L L

A D S R E P O R T S
H A B I T A T S S A N
A L A R H O W L S C A L E
L O B O O R E O S O T I S
T E E N Y M E L T P O E T

M A R P L A T Y P U S
S N E A K E R I R E
T O R I C O P P E R H E A D
R O A D E U R O R A T I O
E S S E S T O P O R A N G
P E E N S E W S R E S T S

Theatre 167 invades 
the Queens Museum this 
weekend with perfor-
mances from “The Jack-
son Heights Trilogy.” 

The interactive event 
will feature scenes from 
the trilogy’s three one-act 
plays: “167 Tongues,” “You 
Are Now the Owner of 
This Suitcase” and “Jack-
son Heights 3AM.” 

Audience members 

will be able to wander the 
museum and catch a few 
moments or several hours 
of the production. 

“Jackson Heights 
Trilogy” at the Queens 
Museum is scheduled for 
Sunday, Jan. 19, from 2 
p.m.-5 p.m.

Admission to the tril-
ogy is included with the 
suggested donation to the 
museum.

Interactive production plays the 
Queens Museum this weekend

Ensemble members rehearse 
“The Jackson Heights Trilogy” 
at the Queens Museum. 

Photo courtesy Joel Weber
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Add-Ons

Lunch Fare
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Specialty Cocktails

Brew Menu

������

���

�

���

�������

333333333339999999999---444444400000000000 BBBBBBBeeeeeeelllllllllllll  BBBBBBllllvvvvvddddd,,,,,  BBBBBBBBBBBBaaaaaaaaaayyyyyyyyyyyyssssssssiiiiiiiiddddddddddddeeeee NNNNNNNNNNNYYYYYYYYYY 111111111111113333333333666666666111111111 777777777777111111111111888888888888888888....2222222222222222299999999999999.......1111111111111111111111111000000000000000000000000000000000

AAAAAAAAAAvvvvaaaaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiillllaaaaaaaaaabbbbblllleeee SSSSSSSaaaaaaaaaattttuuuurrrrrrddddddaaaaaaayyyyy &&&& SSSSuuuuuunnnnnddddddaaaayyyy,,,, 1111112222222  PPPPMMMMM ––––   44444 PPPPPMMMM

******$5$5$5$ aaaaaaddddddddddddddddd tititititittiooiooioionananananananalllllll papapapapapaap rtrtrtrtrtrtrrttieieieieieieesss ss ssss sss ofofofofofofof (((((101010100101001010000000000000) ) ) )))) ororororororr m mmm m m morororoorororrre e ee e ee mumumumumumm stststsststst a aa aaaalllllllllllll ddd d d do o oo oooo prprprprprpr cicicciccice e e e e eee e fififififififixxxxxxxxxxx

Add-Ons

Farm Fresh Organic Eggs & Such
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Benedicts

Country Morning

Kid ’s Menu

Price Fix  $24

$5$5$$5$5 $5$$5$ $4$4$4$44 $3$3$3$$3$3
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$23.95

PRIVATE 
PARTY ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person
Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

1
Valid only for 5 or less people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

1 of 3 Choices

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Lunar New Year Celebration — 
Welcome the Year of the Horse 
with the New York Chinese 
Cultural Center’s costumed 
folk dancers, Lion Dance and 
traditional arts and crafts.
When: Sunday, Jan. 26, 1 pm 
to 4 pm
Where: Queens Museuem, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/suggested adults, 
$4/suggested seniors and 
students, Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

Lunar New Year at Queens 
Botanical Garden — After 
watching the Flushing Lunar 
New Year Parade, head to the 
Garden for more festivities, 
craft activities and musical 
performances. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 8, 1 pm - 4 
pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free, additional fees for 
some craft activities
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

FILM

Filmmaker series at the 
Laughing Devil — Director Rob 
Margolies will be on hand to 
screen his new fi lm, “She Wants 
Me,” starring Hillary Duff, Josh 
Gad and Charlie Sheen.
When: Saturday, Jan. 18, 1 pm 
and 3 pm
Where: The Laughing Devil 
Movie Pub, 47-38 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (347) 913-3845
Website: laughingdevil.com

Laughing Devil Short Film 
Festival — A monthly series 
culminating in a fi ve-day, 
judged festival in December 
begins Jan. 19, with the 
screening of fi ve to 10 short 
fi lms. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 19, 8 pm
Where: The Laughing Devil 
Movie Pub, 47-38 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: $5
Contact: (347) 913-3845

Website: laughingdevil.com
 
See It Big! Musicals — The 
Museum of the Moving Image 
turns its attention to movie 
musicals on the big screen. 
Screenings include, “All That 
Jazz” on Jan. 24, “The Sound of 
Music” on Jan. 25 and “Gigi” on 
Jan. 26.
When: Jan. 24 to Feb. 28
Where: The Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria
Cost: Screenings free with 
museum admission — $12/
adults, $9/seniors and 
students, $6/children 3 to 12
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

“The Negro and the American 
Promise” — A special Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day screening 
of the 1963 public TV special 
featuring interviews with King, 
Malcolm X and James Baldwin.
When: Monday, Jan. 20, 1 pm 
and 3 pm
Where: The Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria
Cost: Screenings free with 
museum admission — $12/
adults, $9/seniors and students, 
$6/children 3 to 12
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

MUSIC

Gemini Journey — Diane 
Block, violinist, and Terry 
Batts, cellist, perform a 
diverse program of musical 
genres as Gemini Journey. 
Light refreshments will be 
served.
When: Sunday, Jan. 19, 2 pm
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $12, $10/members
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

Puccini’s “Gianni Schicchi” 
— Queens Symphony Orchestra 
presents its fi rst opera this 
weekend with Puccini’s take on 
Dante’s “Divine Comedy.” The 
one-act farcical comic opera is 
suitable for all ages. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 19, 3 pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Performing Arts at Queens 
College, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing 

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 544-2996
Website: www.
queenssymphony.org

Alex Blake Quartet — Blake 
is a modern bass virtuoso 
celebrated for his technical 
mastering of the upright double 
bass as well as the electric 
bass.
When: Friday, Jan. 24, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/general, 
$10/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: flushingtownhall.org

VH1’s Super Bowl Blitz with 
J. Cole — The hip-hop artist 
kicks off a week of concerts 
around the City that will be 
broadcast live on the cable 
music channel.
When: Monday, Jan. 27, Doors 
at 9:30 pm, Concert at 11 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium at 
Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $37.50
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Young Joo Song Quartet — 
Song is one of Korea’s leading 
jazz pianist, who now lives in 
New York. 
When: Friday, Jan. 31, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/general, 
$10/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: flushingtownhall.org

DANCE

Take Root at Green Space — 
The monthly series of providing 
choreographers a venue to 
produce their work presents 
The Moving Architects and Yael 
Nachajon. 
When: Friday, Jan. 24 and 
Saturday, Jan. 25, 8 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground — Green 
Space’s series presents fi ve to 
six emerging and established 
dance artists each month in 
a non-curated performance. 
The evening includes a post-
performance discussion with 
wine and cheese.
When: Sunday, Jan. 26, 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

PRODUCTIONS

“Muazzez” — As part of the 
2014 COIL Festival, Actor 
Steve Mellor performs a 
monologue of Mac Wellman’s 
short stories, which all take 
place on various asteroids 
and planentoids. 
When: Friday, Jan. 17, 8 pm
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15/general admission
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

“This Prison Where I Live” 
— The second play in Angela 
Iannone’s Edwin Booth trilogy 
takes audiences to 1879 
when the actor is visited by 
the ghost of his infamous 
brother, John Wilkes Booth.
When: Wednesday, Jan. 22 to 
Sunday, Jan. 26
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15/advance, $18/at 
door

Contact: (347) 738-5602
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“The Little Mermaid 
Jr.” — Join Ariel and her 
friends under the sea in this 
adaptation of the Broadway 
musical. 
When: Friday, Jan. 24 to 
Sunday, Feb. 2; Friday at 7pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 7 pm, 
and Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden
Cost: $10/adults, seniors and 
children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Not Your Mama’s Fairy 
Tales or: In Real Life, 
Everything Sucks” — The 
TRUF Theater Co. presents 
an irreverent spin on three 
classic fairy tales.
When: Friday, Jan. 24 to 
Saturday, Feb. 8
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18
Website: www.thetruf.org

“Kiss or Make Up” — The 
First String Players presents 
Jack Sharkey’s comedy of 
mistaken identity, federal 
foolishness and desperate 
romance.  
When: Saturday, Jan. 25, 8 
pm; Sunday, Jan. 26, 2 pm; 
Saturday, Feb. 1, 8 pm; and 
Sunday, Feb. 2, 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 
70-01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10/general seating
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: sites.google.com/
site/fi rststringplayers/

“Twelfth Night” — The 
Aquila Theatre presents 
Shakespeare’s comedy 
of romance, mystery and 
mistaken identity. 
When: Friday, Feb. 14, 2 pm; 
Saturday, Feb. 15, 2 pm and 8 
pm; and Sunday, Feb. 16, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $25 - $49
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM



TL

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
AN. 17-23, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
41

60 HI-DEF FLATSCREENS
And the best Steaks, Burgers, and Wings in town! PLUS...

WE’RE THROWING A V.I.P SUPER BOWL PARTY, TOO!
IN OUR NEW PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

GOT A GAME PLAN?
Catch All The Action At

O’NEILL’S Maspeth

LINDY'S TAXI Here and get a 
FREE RIDE HOME! (718) 456-4108

We Can Cater YOUR Party, Too!
CALL AND GET A QUOTE ON PRICES FOR WINGS TRAYS 

AND 3-FOOT HEROES!

NO GROUP TOO LARGE OR TOO SMALL

4 Appetizers, Family Style

 Sit-Down Dinner
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

34-23 Francis Lewis Blvd. MEATS DELIRobert’s
Prime

EST. 1983

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521
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BT

“Sharon was an ever-
lasting advocate for a se-
cure and viable state for the 
Jewish people,” Meeks said. 
“His vision and dedication 
to peace and security for Is-
rael will continue to inspire 
future generations.”

One of the Queens’  
largest Jewish populations 
is concentrated in Forest 
Hills, where City Council-
man Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows)  said Sha-
ron will be remembered for 
helping to make Israel what 
it is today.

“His story is the story 
of modern Israel,” he said. 
“From its birth to its wars 
and its conflicts, every-
thing is a product of his ef-
forts.”

Lancman said Sha-

ron’s legacy among the 
Jewish community is that 
of a founding father who 
put everything he had into 
helping to establish and 
maintain a safe, secure 
state for his people. As the 
people of Israel cope with 
the death of their late lead-
er, Lancman said he is sure 
the country will continue 
to remember Sharon for 
years to come for what he 
truly was: a giant.

“There’s just no other 
word for him except that,” 
he said. “There are few 
people in history you can 
really call that, but Sharon 
is in that category.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

LATE PAGE

Continued from Page 4 

Sharon

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission
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Huntington Teams 
up with Toys for Tots 
Bringing Joy to Kids 
this Holiday Season
Huntington is thrilled to announce that for the 2nd year, 

Huntington employees participated in the Toys for Tots Holi-

day Campaign.  Huntington has a long standing tradition of 

giving back to the community and participation in the 2013 

Toys for Tots program is an exciting way to get everyone in-

volved.  Huntington collected boxes of unwrapped toys and 

books over the last few weeks of 2013 which were donated to 

the Toys for Tots organization.

The mission at Huntington, a leading provider of tutoring 

and test prep services to students in kindergarten through 

twelfth grade, is to give every student the best education pos-

sible.  By teaming up with Toys for Tots, a program run by 

the US Marine Corps Reserve, Huntington’s is able to ex-

pand the mission and give back even more, by putting smiles 

on the faces of those in need during the holidays.  Through 

the generosity of Huntington employees, the holiday season 

will be a little brighter for many children.

ABOUT HUNTINGTON
Founded in 1977, Huntington is a pioneer and leader in the 

tutoring industry. For over 35 years, Huntington has provided quality 

instruction to hundreds of thousands of students. Huntington prides 

itself on being “Your Tutoring Solution” for students in all grades and 

subjects. They tutor in academic skills, such as reading, phonics, math 

and study skills; and in advanced math and science subjects ranging 

from algebra through calculus and general science through physics. 

They also prepare students for state and standardized entrance 

exams, such as high school entrance exams and the SAT and ACT 

and provide free school tutoring to eligible schools. Learn more 

about Huntington at www.huntingtonhelps.com.  For information on 

franchise opportunities, visit www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

Ariel Sharon, former Prime 
Minister of Israel, sits in a 
Dec. 2005 meeting at his of-
fice in Jerusalem. Sharon 
died Jan. 11. He was 85. 

AP Photo/Oded Balilty

and identity theft.
Daffe is facing 72 years 

in prison if he is sentenced 

consecutively on each 
count, though it is likely 
he will receive such a stiff 
penalty.

The top charge of con-
spiracy to commit wire 
fraud carries a penalty of 20 

years in jail and twice the 
amount Daffe scammed.

He was scheduled to 
be sentenced by Manhattan 
District Judge Naomi Reice 
Buchwald April 24.

Continued from Page 2 

Fraud
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When Charlie Tola first 
opened his Fresh Meadows bak-
ery at 23, many in the neighbor-
hood said he would never make 
it.

But Lulu’s bakery, which 
celebrated its 15th anniversary 
Jan. 13, proved Tola’s naysayers 
wrong.

“People used to stand out-
side and say you’re not gonna last 
three months here,” Tola said. “I 
was scared — really scared. If I 
had to do it again today, I wouldn’t 
be able to take that risk because I 
have people who depend on me. I 
didn’t make a dollar in my first 
year.”

The baker, who grew up in 
Astoria, has now been involved in 
the pastry business for more than 
30 years. He first started working 
at his uncle’s bakery in Sunny-
side when he was 10. He started as 
a cleaning boy and by 12 he was 
decorating cakes.

When Luisa, Tola’s wife and 
the bakery’s namesake, moved 
to Fresh Meadows in 1995, Tola 
noticed his then-girlfriend’s new 
neighborhood did not have an 
Italian bakery nearby.

“I asked her when you need 
pastries, where do you go?” Tola 
said.

Luisa responded that she 
had to go all the way to Brooklyn 
to get baked goods.

Tola figured Fresh Meadows 

would be the place to open his 
own bakery. He set about putting 
a business plan together, got a 
loan from his father — who refi-
nanced his house to help — and 
opened Lulu’s in 1999.

Shortly after opening, Tola 
soon realized he needed to make 
more than just the traditional of-
ferings of an Italian bakery. He 
started to diversify his products 
to meet customers’ needs and his 

business took off from there.
“I got a lot of feedback and ad-

justed. I can make what I love, but 
if it doesn’t sell it’s pointless. So I 
listen to what the customers want 
and that’s what I owe my success 
to,” he said.

The bakery, at 185-26 Union 
Tnpk., now provides a wide as-
sortment of cakes, cookies, pas-
tries and bread to the neighbor-
hood. Tola makes Irish soda 
bread for St. Patrick’s Day and 
challah bread around Rosh Ha-
shanah, the Jewish new year. He 
also sells many products made 
with whole wheat flour for those 
seeking healthier options.

Lulu’s also offers a variety of 
fondant cakes, which have been 
Tola’s passion and specialty since 
he started decorating cakes in his 
uncle’s bakery.

One of his new cakes is a can-
noli mousse cake which he named 
after his daughter, Giulia.

Tola attributed Lulu’s suc-
cess to the quality of his products 
and his staff’s warm service.

“I’m a strong believer that if 
you put out a fresh product with 
good ingredients and provide 
good customer service, people 
will come back,” he said.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

Fresh Meadows bakery celebrates 15th year



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
AN. 17-23, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
45

BT

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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sense of it, because she had 
the brains and the talent 
to do that. She stood up for 
neighborhoods in the pro-

cess, she made sure the land 
use process focused on the 
characters and the needs of 
our neighborhoods.”

Katz was officially 
sworn in by City Clerk Mi-
chael McSweeney Dec. 18, 
her office said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

the first phase of the proj-
ect will occur, until Jan. 
31 to leave. If they leave 
by the deadline, they will 
receive a payment worth 
six months’ rent. The busi-
nesses that left before the 
end of November received a 
payout from the city worth 
a full year’s rent.

“We have got to do 
something to get the ben-
efits the city is offering 
people before they kick ev-
eryone out in court,” Neira 
said.

At least 40 business 
owners will move their 
shops to the new Hunts 
Point location, Neira said.

The new location could 
potentially accommodate 
more than 100 shops, but 
the co-op is only focusing 
on transferring those in 
Phase 1 for now.

“We are working in or-
der to move as many people 
as we can,” Neira said. “We 
understand the city is put-
ting pressure on everyone 
to move.”

The co-op is closing 
in on signing a lease for 
the new space and plans to 
meet with an architect to 
divide the space up before 
businesses can start mov-

ing in.
Once the lease is 

signed, Neira said he hopes 
he will be able to negotiate 
with the city to get business 
owners more time to relo-
cate to the new facility.

The group looked at a 
number of other properties 
throughout the city, includ-
ing sites in Brooklyn and 
Maspeth, before deciding 
the space in Hunts Point 
was the best option.

Neira will not be mov-
ing to the new facility him-
self yet as his business, 
the Master Express Deli 
and Restaurant, lies in the 
third phase of the develop-
ment, which is years away 
from being built.

A spokeswoman for 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. said more than 
50 businesses have either 

relocated, signed a lease in 
a new location or are close 
to doing so.

Neira said if business 
is good at the new location, 
the Willets Point business 
owners could end up stay-
ing there permanently, but 
he would ideally like to be 
all together in a Queens lo-
cation.

The redevelopment 
of Willets Point has been 
controversial since its be-
ginning as the city plans 
to use eminent domain to 
seize the land, which was 
occupied by throngs of auto 
body shops for decades.

The Queens Borough 
Board voted to approve the 
sale of the 23-acre property 
where the first phase will 
be built to developers Re-
lated Cos. and Sterling Eq-
uities for $1 in November.

Continued from Page 1 

Willets Pt.

Continued from Page 4 

Katz

Dozens of business owners are closing in on moving from Willets 
Point to a new location in the Bronx. Photo by Christina Santucci

VISIT THE WEBSITE:

BaysideLittleLeague.com
FOR THE APPLICATION AND INFO

The Club House 
25-32 168th Street 

Lower Level

The League 
that feels 

all children 
should be playing 

and having fun

Monday evenings 7–8pm                                                                                                   

Saturdays 11:30am–12:30pm
through January 25th

Baseball for boys and girls

Girls softball available 
for ages 10 and up

REGISTRATION

Council’s Environmental 
Protection Committee dur-
ing his 12 years in power.

As a councilman, he 
introduced and sponsored 
a long list of legislation 
that involved pollution, 
environmental conserva-
tion and greenhouse gas 
emissions. Gennaro has 
also been a vocal opponent 
of fracking in upstate New 
York for years.

In 2010, he was award-
ed the Distinguished 

Lifetime Service Award 
from the New York City 
Brownfield Partnership, a 
program that offers incen-
tives to developers to clean 
up contaminated former 
industrial sites. Gennaro 
sponsored legislation that 
year that created the first 
municipally-run brown-
fields program in the coun-
try.

After Hurricane Sandy 
struck, he sponsored sev-
eral pieces of legislation to 
combat climate change.

He recently won the 
2013 Environmental Qual-
ity Award from the U.S. 

Environmental Protection 
Agency. The award recog-
nizes achievements that 
have improved environ-
mental quality.

“Jim’s demonstrated 
passion for improving 
the environment and his 
leading role in shaping 
environmental policies to 
protect New Yorkers make 
him a natural fit for the 
DEC,” said DEC Commis-
sioner Joe Martens. “Jim’s 
breadth of experience will 
be put to good use as he 
works to ensure New York 
City is equipped to face fu-
ture storm events.”

Continued from Page 4 

Gennaro
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Queens continues to 
produces some of the city’s 
top girls’ soccer talent. It 
led to a banner season for a 
number of its schools.

Christ the King won 
its third straight CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Divi-
sion I diocesan title by 
besting Mary Louis in the 
finals. Queens High School 
of Teaching took home its 
first PSAL Class B crown 
since 2008 with a 4-0 vic-
tory against borough rival 
Frank Sinatra in the title 
game. Bayside didn’t have 
a long playoff run, but took 
home unbeaten the Queens 
A-V division crown.

Here are the players 
who helped make a big 
year happen in Queens:

All-Queens Girls’ 
Soccer Player of the 
Year: Francesca Giglio, 
Christ the King

The Royals had many 
cogs in their success, but 
the senior center mid-
fielder was the one who re-
ally made things happen. 
Giglio, who scored twice, 
did the dirty work at the 
center of the pitch to give 
Christ the King control 
of play. She was the one 
dishing to scorers Medina 
Mulic and Sarah Nolan. 
Her perfect through balls 
turned into 14 assists, in-
cluding on the lone goal 
of CK’s diocesan final vic-
tory.

All-Queens Girls’ 
Soccer Coach of the 
Year: Alfonzo Fernan-
dez, Queens HS of Teach-
ing

The Tigers have 
thrived since moving to 
the PSAL Class B division 
two years ago, culminating 

with the school’s first city 
title since 2008 this sea-
son. Queens HS of Teach-
ing bounced back from an 
upset loss in last year’s 
semifinals and rebounded 
by topped division rival 
Frank Sinatra for this sea-
son’s crown. Fernandez has 
done a superb job keep this 
group focused and moving 
forward.

All-Queens Girls’ 
Soccer First Team

F Therese Boyle, Mary 
Louis

The senior has been 
one of the city’s top scor-
ing threats throughout her 
career and again was the 
main cog to the Hilltop-
pers’ offense. Boyle helped 
lead TMLA back to the di-
ocesan title game for the 
third straight year.

F Sophia DeLeon, St. 
Francis Prep

DeLeon has become 
the Terriers’ premier goal 
scorer. The junior forward 
can strike from anywhere, 
as rival Archbishop Mol-
loy learned. She tallied the 
late winner with a goal just 
under the crossbar.

M Brittany Ehrlich, 
Benjamin Cardozo

Ehrlich built off her 
strong sophomore season 
and was the PSAL Queens 
A division’s leading goal 
scorer. The junior tallied 
22 goals and distributed 11 
assists.

D Tara Ferraris, St. 
Francis Prep

The Terriers are a 
team that has always prid-
ed themselves on defense. 

Ferraris excelled as the 
stingy unit’s leader after 
the graduation of stalwarts 
Aimée Kasmally and Gina 
Baglieri.

GK Claire Loredan, 
Mary Louis

The senior keeper 
continually proved she 
was one of the city’s top net 
minders. Loredan helped 
TMLA earn a scoreless tie 
with Christ the King and 
was sensational in a 1-0 
loss to the Royals in the di-
ocesan final.

D Destiny Marino, 
Christ the King

The Royals’ defense 
was one of the city’s best. 
Marino’s strong and in-
telligent play in the back 
was a big reason why. 
The senior’s athleticism 
allowed her to defend 
any type of scorer.

M Medina Mulic, 
Christ the King

The super sophomore 
was just that. Mulic was 
the Royals’ leading goal af-
ter finding the back of the 
net 14 times in 10 games. 
She also pitched in on de-
fense when called on.

F Sarah Nolan, Christ 
the King

The junior picked the 
right time to break out of 
her scoring slump. Nolan 
tallied the lone goal in 
the Royals’ diocesan final 
win over Mary Louis. She 
scored eight goals and 

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY ANTHONY PARELLI
 
Making use of a potent 

press and an attacking de-
fense, Holy Cross was able 
to claim this season’s first 
meeting against rival St. 
Francis Prep in the Battle 
of the Boulevard.

“I wasn’t sure if we’d be 
able to turn them over but 
we did, which I was happy 
about because we practice 
it a lot and we haven’t been 
able to reap any of the ben-
efits until now,” Holy Cross 
Coach Tom Marchesini 
said.

The 67-61 home vic-
tory over the Terriers Fri-
day was a big one on many 
levels for the Knights, who 
have struggled early this 
season. St. Francis, on the 
other hand, has been one 
of the CHSAA Class AA 
boys’ basketball league’s 
best teams, but suffered its 
second loss in the last three 
contests.

“We needed a win 
so I said forget who it is,” 
Marchesini said. “Tonight 
was really an important 
game for us. We really 
didn’t think about it as our 
rival until afterwards, and 

then we told them enjoy the 
rivalry win.”

It was the first time 
all season that Holy Cross 
(4-6, 2-3) tallied more than 
60 points in a game. The 
Knights connected on six 
three-pointers. Marchesini 
still believes his club is 
inexperienced, but it did 
the things it needs to do in 
order to win. Holy Cross 
led by as much as 10 in the 
first half, but found itself 
in a tie game after two free 
throws by Jeriah Shambley 
for SFP.

Overall production at 
the free throw line was the 
difference in the game, ac-
cording to St. Francis Prep 
Coach Tim Leary. Holy 
Cross went 23 of 26 from 
the line while the Terriers 
made just 13 of 29.

“Coach has always 
preached in practice hit 
your free throws, and 
that was the difference,” 
Knights senior guard Josh-
ua Wallace said.

Holy Cross had three 
players in double figures. 
Wallace scored 16 points 
and Jermaine Bishop and 
Christian Wilson both con-

Knights score victory 
in Battle of Boulevard

Giglio named Player of Year
Fernandez earns top spot TimesLedger’s All-Queens coach category

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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St. Francis Prep’s Jordan Santiago attempts to block a shot by 
Holy Cross’ James Horton. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Christ the King’s 
Francesca Giglio takes on 
a defender at practice. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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Another nationally 

ranked opponent on the 
ropes became another po-
tential victory that slipped 
away in the final minutes 
from St. John’s University.

The Red Storm’s 74–67 
loss to No. 8 Villanova Sat-
urday at Madison Square 
Garden looked eerily simi-
lar to when it fell to No. 2 
Syracuse Dec. 15 at the Gar-
den. Both times St. John’s 
went toe to toe to one with of 
the nation’s best teams only 
to be undone by turnovers 
and empty possessions in 
the final minutes.

“We competed, but we 
didn’t finish the task,” St. 
John’s Coach Steve Lavin 
said.

The Red Storm, which 
dropped to 0-3 in Big East 
play, led 56-55 with 7:43 re-
maining in the game. Vil-

lanova responded with an 
8-0 run, thanks to three-
pointers from Kris Jenkins 
and Darrun Hillard, to grab 
a 63-56 advantage with 5:08 
left to play. St. John’s (9-6, 
0-3) turned the ball over 
twice during that span and 
three of its eight giveaways 
came in the final 6:00.

“We don’t really have 
many turnovers, but our 
turnovers occur at the 
wrong time at the end of the 
game,” sophomore forward 
JaKarr Sampson said.

The slow start in 
league and a 1-6 record 
against major conference 
opponents isn’t where a St. 
John’s team with goals of 
making the NCAA tourna-
ment expected to be. Samp-
son, who had 10 points and 
nine boards, said he was 
surprised at where they 
are, but not concerned with 
being in last place because 

the team has put itself in 
position to win games.

“We aren’t worried,” 
he said.

Sampson said St. 
John’s is searching to es-
tablish its identity. They’d 
like to be a squad that 
consistently plays fast and 
off its emotions. The Red 
Storm did that for a good 
part of 34 minutes, but 
missed shots and costly 
turnovers hurt them late. 
Lavin said his hopes of an 
NCAA tournament berth 
have not changed.

“My goal is to just get 
our team to be the best 
basketball come March,” 
he said. “That objective 
doesn’t change.”

Point guard Rysheed 
Jordan remains a bright 
spot. He scored 10 of his 
12 points, including six 
straight, in the second half. 
His bucket put the John-

nies up right before the 
Wildcats’ (15-1, 4-0) game-
changing run.

“He got that period in 
the second half when we 
didn’t have an answer,” Vil-
lanova Coach Jay Wright 
said of Jordan.

D’Angelo Harrison 
paced St. John’s with 22 
points. Villanova had 
five players in double fig-
ures led by former Bishop 
Loughlin star JayVaughn 
Pinkston’s 15 points and 10 
rebounds.

He and the Wildcats, 
who have more experience 
in big games, took away an-
other win St. John’s has in 
position to grab.

“Nothing is going to be 
given to you in this league,” 
Lavin said. “You need to go 
out and earn every win.”
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Block Shots

Struggling St. John’s lets Big East win slip away at Garden

D’Angelo Harrison (l.), from the Red Storm, dribbles by Villanova’s 
Ryan Arcidiacono. Photo by Robert Cole

The Monsignor Mc-
Clancy girls’ basketball 
team understands the task 
of ascension it is undertak-
ing and how hard it will be. 
That is half the battle.

The former all-boys’ 
school didn’t have girls, let 
alone a whole team of them, 
until 2012. The program 
is starting from scratch, 
but the Crusaders want to 
play in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens’ top division sooner 
rather than later.

McClancy has taken 
the first steps. It won the ju-
nior varsity diocesan title 
last season and is already 
a contender at the varsity 
level in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Division II with a 
team of 12 sophomores and 

two freshmen.
“These girls, they are 

ready for any challenge,” 
McClancy Coach Dewey 
Hopkins said. “They don’t 
back down from anything.”

If there was any point 
for that not to be true, it was 
in an eventual 62-54 road 
loss to defending diocesan 
champion Bishop Kearney 
Monday. McClancy trailed 
50-33 after Christina Hey-
er buried a three-pointer 
close to the third quarter. 
On top of that, star point 
guard Taylor Aybar dislo-
cated her finger and did not 
return.

The young group could 
have packed it in, but fought 
instead. They battled for 
Aybar and themselves.

“We felt bad because 
she wants to do well this 
season,” McClancy center 
Ashley Martin said. “We 
felt we needed to play even 
harder than we were — for 
her.”

McClancy used a full 
court press to spark a wild 

19-4 run to pull within 54-
52 with 1:12 remaining in 
the game on a layup by Ke-
nia Garcia. Martin scored 
nine of her 21 points in the 
fourth quarter, Aybar had 
20 and Garcia added 10. 
Kearney, who made its free 
throws down the stretch to 

seal the win, didn’t expect 
that type of fight from the 
young Crusaders.

“We were shocked, 
even though we had the 
lead, they came back and 
they were still fighting 
even though they were 
down,” Tigers senior guard 

Christina Heyer said.
It’s a trait McClancy 

will need during its jour-
ney to reach its goal to play 
in the part of the league 
regularly considered one of 
the best in the country. The 
Crusaders are off to a 3-3 
start in Brooklyn/Queens 

play, including two tight 
losses to St. Edmund.

There is talent to make 
it happen. Aybar can break 
down defenders of the drib-
ble. Martin is a force in the 
paint and Gina Hopkins, 
Mariah Steele and Kaitlyn 
Stenz add to a fine support-
ing cast. Hopkins knows 
patience will be needed and 
said he, his parents, his 
school and his kids under-
stand that.

Martin said her team 
has a ways to go in order to 
win a championship at the 
varsity level, but nothing is 
going to stop them from try-
ing to make it happen soon-
er than anyone expects.

“It’s been hard because 
we are sophomores playing 
juniors and seniors,” Mar-
tin said. “We put up a fight 
against all the teams we’re 
playing. We will always 
fight each game we play.”

Therefore, they will al-
ways have a chance to ful-
fill their goal.

McClancy aims for CHSAA’s top division
Program shows toughness needed to eventually play in league considered one of best in nation

Bishop Kearney’s Kailey O’Grady (r.) and McClancy’s Kaitlyn Stenz (l.) look for a rebound under the 
basket. Photo by Steven Schibbe
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dished out four assists this 
season.

M Rachel Spampinato, 
Mary Louis

Therese Boyle may 
have been the main scor-
ing threat, but much of the 
Mary Louis offense ran 
through Spampinato. The 
senior brought poise and 
experience along with her 
tremendous skill to the 
midfield.

F Alexis Tronz, Bay-
side

The junior made up for 
the loss of star D.J. Glazer 
to graduation. She scored 
a team-high 19 goals and 
had eight assists. Tronz tal-
lied the winner in a season 
opening win over Francis 
Lewis.

F Panagiota Tsoura-
pis, Francis Lewis

The junior built off a 
strong sophomore season 
and helped the Patriots 
to a second place finish. 
Tsourapis was dangerous 
around the net, scoring 19 
goals and dishing out eight 
assists.

Honorable Mentions
M Alysaa Argento, St. 

Francis Prep
D Kelly Bouzi, Benja-

min Cardozo
M Jasmine Bustos, 

Queens HS of Teaching
M Amberly Cabral, 

Francis Lewis
M Allison Dowdle, 

Long Island City
D Chelsy Espinosa, 

Bayside
M Deanna Fedkowskj, 

Frank Sinatra
GK Angelika Jedanows-

ka, Flushing
GK Ioulia Makris, Bay-

side
F Olivia McFadden, 

Townsend Harris
D Nadine Metellus, St. 

John’s Prep
F Yessenia Moran, Art 

& Business
M Lauren Viggiano, 

Archbishop Molloy
M Lindsay, Winn, Arch-

bishop Molloy
D Jennifer Wisnewski, 

Mary Louis

tributed 14 points. Michael 
Fields and Jordan Santiago 
scored 17 points a piece for 
St. Francis Prep (11-3, 6-2). 
The depth of Holy Cross 
also made an impact when 
its aggressive defensive 
play resulted in some foul 

trouble.
“We built the lead in 

the first half with a lot 
of guys off the bench and 
they gave us a good push,” 
Marchesini said.

As Holy Cross hopes 
to surge forward, the Ter-
riers have gone in the other 
direction of late after a 10-1 
start to the year. Leary was 
surprised by the effort he 
got from his club early on. 

The teams meet again at St. 
Francis Prep Feb. 7.

“It wasn’t the kind of 
enthusiasm and effort we 
really needed,” Leary said. 
“It’s a disappointment. It’s 
a rivalry game and instead 
of building on a lot of suc-
cess we’ve sort of taken a 
step back. But there’s a long 
year ahead of us, they’re 
good kids, we’ll be back.”

Knights

Continued from Page 47 

Giglio
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Christ the King found 

success by learning how to 
deal with failure.

The Royals girls’ bas-
ketball team lost three tight 
games at the prestigious 
Nike Tournament of Cham-
pions in Phoenix, Ariz., be-
fore Christmas. Coach Bob 
Mackey called it draining 
and Sienna-bound forward 
Kollyns Scarbrough felt her 
team was disheartened.

They easily could 
have packed it in, arriving 
an hour before game time 
after a 12-hour bus ride 
for their opening game of 
the Boo Williams tourna-
ment Dec. 26 in Virginia. 
Instead, they pulled it to-
gether, fought for a win and 
have not lost since.

“It was a challenge for 
us mentally because we 
didn’t expect that,” Scar-
brough said of the three 
losses at the Tournament 
of Champions. “We get that 
game and turn it around. It 
would have killed our sea-
son if we kept dwelling on 
it.”

Christ the King (8-3) 
is on a five-game winning 
streak that includes a Boo 
Williams tournament title 
and an 85-40 drubbing 
of Archbishop Molloy in 
Middle Village Dec. 9. Scar-
brough said she and her 
team wanted to give New 
York City a little reminder 
who the top dog is right 
now. 

“You hear people still 
talking about it today, 
about how big the gap was,” 
she said. “It proved we are 
No. 1 for a reason.”

The biggest key contin-
ues to be the balanced scor-
ing the Royals are getting. 
They had four players in 
double figures against the 
Stanners. Duke-bound star 
Sierra Calhoun scored 21 
points and dished out five 
assists. Kristen Drogsler, 
who is signed with Caldwell 
College, tallied 12 points 
and sophomore transfers 
Kaela Kinder (Lawrence) 
and Sydney Zambrotta 

(St. John the Baptist) had 
10 points apiece. All Scar-
brough did was add seven 
points, five rebounds and 
four assists.

“You don’t have to 
score 20 or 30 points. Now 
we have a team where kids 
can score, maybe eight, sev-
en, and there will just be a 
whole stat sheet of people 
scoring,” she said.

Mackey said his team 
built that confidence play-
ing against some of the na-
tion’s best teams in Arizona 
and Virginia. They real-
ized the importance of each 
possession when a team is 
able to turn a few mistakes 
in a long scoring run. The 
coach also knew how hard 
they needed to play to con-
sistently stop quality teams 
from scoring.

“It made us really im-
prove our defensive abil-
ity,” Mackey said. “We had 
to control the rebounding 
end and we took care of the 
ball.”

Now they will try to 
take care of business back 
home. The Royals have not 
traveled upstate for the 
state Federation tourna-
ment since winning the 
Class AA crown in 2010. 
This group, because of its 
depth, is showing they have 
the talent to make that hap-
pen this season.

“The proof will be in 
the last game of the season 
to see whether they are of 
that caliber,” Mackey said. 
“Right now they are feel-
ing pretty good and they 
are playing really well to-
gether.”

Royals team battles back 
to create winning streak

Christ the King’s Francesca Giglio (l.) and Mary Louis’ Therese 
Boyle battle for the ball. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Christ the King’s Kollyns Scarbrough drives to the basket during a 
game last year. Photo by Robert Cole
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ploy locals to help them do 
the building once they are 
there.

“It’s important that 
the whole community gets 
involved. We help them 
provide for their families 
like that — $25 pays the sal-
ary of one worker and feeds 
their family for a couple 
months.”

From Here to Haiti’s 
next trip will be in Febru-
ary, when the nonprofit 
will be rebuilding the roof 

of a church and building 
a new sanitary block for a 
school in two communities. 
It costs the nonprofit, which 
has repaired 12 buildings 
since its founding, $15,000 
to rebuild a roof and $5,000 
to build new sanitary 
blocks.

“In American money, 
it’s not very much, but it 
does so much over there,” 
Brintle said.

Work on the projects 
typically only takes a week 
as the nonprofit usually 
hires 60 to 70 locals to do 
the bulk of the repairs.

Proceeds from the art 

show will help fund these 
projects. The show will fea-
ture more than 75 Haitian 
and international artists’ 
work and will take place at 
14-46 Utopia Pkwy. from 1 
p.m. to 6 p.m. both days.

From Here to Haiti 
has also facilitated sending 
items over to Haitian par-
ishes such as church pews, 
statues, used clothing and 
balls for children to play 
with.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Meng’s office hosted 
forums at hospitals to help 
area residents with sign-
ups and also circulated 
fliers to the public that 
provided more information 
about the complex legisla-
tion and how it could affect 
them. As the number of 
enrolled participants con-
tinues to grow ahead of the 
March 31 deadline, Meng 
said the most important 
factor in making sure New 
Yorkers continue to be suc-
cessful in enrolling is to be 
sure they are aware.

“They’ve heard vague-
ly that there’s a new health 
care law and there’s been a 
lot of rhetoric about these 
‘pre-existing conditions,’” 
Meng said. “There are a lot 
of people in New York City 

and I believe there are still 
a lot of people who don’t 
know about it.”

Meng said one of the 
biggest challenges New 
York City faces in regards 
to the Affordable Care Act 
is the language barrier, 
causing many people to not 
fully understand what the 
passing of the act meant 
and what it made available 
to them.

“We’ve sort of been in a 
stage in the last few months 
where we’re just trying to 
get the word out,” she said. 
“Queens is such a diverse 
place and the issue for us 
hasn’t really been how well 
the website is working, but 
whether or not people know 
about this.”

Meng said her office 
is continuing to plan meet-
ings and educational ses-
sions as the deadline ap-
proaches and will continue 

to make information avail-
able to those in need.

Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
has dedicated a section of 
his website to providing 
forms, fact sheets and other 
documents related to the 
program and also offers 
links to federal and state 
exchanges that can be used 
to apply for coverage. With 
about 2 1/2 months left be-
fore the final enrollment 
deadline, Crowley said is 
he happy to see so many 
people across the state now 
enrolled and that he will re-
main committed to making 
sure his constituents are 
fully informed.

“While the latest fig-
ures on how many New 
Yorkers have signed up for 
affordable care are encour-
aging, there is more work 
to be done,” he said.

since it opened, at 149-05  
Union Turnpike in 2010.

“Most nights are filled 
with screaming, street 
brawling, cursing, the most 
vile language imaginable, 
extremely violent behavior, 
vomiting and public uri-
nation on the streets. It’s 
been horrific,” said Monica 
Weiss, a Kew Gardens Hills 
resident who has lived in 
the neighborhood for 30 
years.

The drunken debauch-
ery that residents said 
spills into the neighbor-
hood in the early hours has 
gradually been escalating 
throughout the years. More 
than 200 neighbors signed a 
petition that Weiss recently 
submitted to the state Li-
quor Authority to express 
the community’s frustra-
tion.

“It’s not just one indi-
vidual that has had issues 
at this point. The whole 
community is up in arms 
and does not want to have 
the bar in the community 
anymore,” said Marie 
Adam-Ovide, CB 8 district 
manager.

Residents said the 
trouble they have experi-
enced from Cheap Shots’ 
drinkers culminated in a 
shooting outside the bar in 
September 2012.

Civic organizations, 
the 107th Precinct commu-
nity council and City Coun-
cilman Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows) all sent 
letters to the community 
board opposing the renewal 
of the bar’s liquor license.

“Cheap Shots’ irre-
sponsible supervision of 
its patrons has resulted in 
a sustained and continu-
ing pattern of noise, dis-
turbances, misconduct and 
disorder, all of which ad-
versely affect the safety of 
the surrounding neighbor-
hood,” said Lancman. “The 
community board is right 
to ask the state Liquor Au-
thority not to renew Cheap 
Shots’ license.”

In his letter, Lancman 
said the 107th Precinct had 
made four arrests in the 
bar — for robbery, gam-
bling and underage alcohol 
consumption — in the past 
year alone.

A representative for 
Cheap Shots said the bar 
has worked closely with the 
107th Precinct and has gone 
to great lengths to try to ac-
commodate the community, 
including hiring additional 
security staff to address 
noise issues outside.

“We’ve gone above and 
beyond the means of what 
we can do. We try to comply 
with everything,” the rep-
resentative said.

The bar’s liquor license 
is due to expire Feb. 28. The 
bar’s representative said 
Cheap Shots’ owner would 
still be applying to renew 
the bar’s license regardless 
of the community board’s 
decision.

CB 8’s vote was purely 
advisory and it will now 
send a letter to the Liquor 
Authority to express its po-
sition on the issue.

The bar’s future will 
rest in the hands of the Li-
quor Authority, which will 
have the final say as to 
whether its license will be 
renewed.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.
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Kew Gardens Hills bar Cheap Shots faces losing its liquor license 
at the end of February. Photo by Karen Frantz

attendance would likely be 
low because of holidays.

The congresswoman 
said she pushed then-Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg to close 
the city’s public schools for 
the holiday.

Since the measure 
Meng is currently pro-
posing is a congressional 
resolution and not a bill, if 
passed it would not carry 

any legal authority and 
would only serve to express 
a position on the topic.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

The audience treated 
Marzia like a hero when 
she read her essay “Enter 
Through One Door and 
Leave Through Another,” 
greeting it with applause.

The piece described 
menstruation rapidly ush-
ering in adulthood. Mar-
zia said she was no longer 
allowed to play with dolls 
and suddenly considered 
a candidate for marriage. 
Because Afghans consid-
ered women who have their 
period dirty, she was not 
permitted to pray and told 
to avoid going to mosque. 
If she had to go to mosque, 
Marzia said she was in-
structed to enter through 
one door and leave through 
another.

“Suddenly, I wasn’t 
me anymore. I was a dirty 
person who wasn’t even al-
lowed to pray for help,” she 
said. “The truth is the pe-
riod is a biological process 

created by God to enable 
women to have children — 
no more, no less.”

Nanda Surendra, a 

Richmond Hill resident, 
said she came across the 
reading while picking 
out books at the library. 
Surendra, an economist 
and aspiring author, said 
she became engrossed in 
the reflections of Afghan 
women and decided to read 
a piece aloud.

“I could relate to a lot 
of it,” she said. “My mother 
was married at 12 and at 14 
had a child.”

Surendra, whose fam-
ily is from India, said her 
mother encouraged her to 
study, particularly after an 
aunt moved in with them 
once her husband died.

“My mother told me, 
‘No matter what, you are 
going to go and get an edu-
cation,’” Surendra said. 
“‘What if something hap-
pened to your husband? 
What are you going to do, 
beg for help?’”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 710 260 4546 or by 
e-mail at strangle@cnglo-
cal.com.

Continued from Page 18 

Afghan

Readers perform pieces Afghan 
women wrote about gender re-
lations. Photo by Sarina Trangle
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your
Child Will Have at...
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th

from Queens
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