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Major vows to end traffi c deaths
De Blasio visits Woodside school to meet parents of children killed by drivers

No. 7 line plans 
to suspend runs 
on 22 weekends

A CNG Publication • Vol. 3, No. 3

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Four years after an 
earthquake devastated 
Haiti and killed more than 
100,000 people, Patricia 
Brintle is still hard at work 
rebuilding her homeland.

The Whitestone art-
ist’s nonprofit From Here 

to Haiti is hosting its third 
annual art show Jan. 18-19 
to raise money to fund the 
reconstruction of schools, 
orphanages and churches.

The nonprofit was 
founded in 2010 in the 
earthquake’s aftermath 
and its members have trav-
eled to Haiti multiple times 

a year to help reconstruct 
buildings in rural parts of 
the country. Brintle said 
these areas are still in dire 
need of help, as most of the 
recovery money has been 
spent in the main urban 
centers.

“Haiti has struggled 
Continued on Page 10

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio came to 
a school in Woodside, where an 
8-year-old boy was run down by 
a tractor trailer,  to announce a 

new initiative Wednesday to com-
bat the epidemic of traffic fatali-
ties in western Queens and the 
rest of the city.

The mayor met with family 
members of some of the children 

who have been killed at a memo-
rial for 8-year-old Noshat Nahian, 
the boy who died after being hit 
by a tractor trailer driven by an 
allegedly unlicensed operator  
Dec. 20. Noshat was trying to 

cross Northern Boulevard with 
his sister to get to class at PS 152.

After meeting the families, 
de Blasio began his news confer-
ence in the playground at PS 152 
on an emotional note.

“It is incredibly painful to 
hear the stories of what these 
families have gone through and 
the losses people have suffered,” 
the mayor said. “This will be the 
central issue of this administra-
tion because of the pain these 
families have experienced.”

De Blasio launched an inter-
agency working group comprised 
of the NYPD, the city departments 
of Transportation and Health and 
the city Taxi and Limousine Com-
mission and gave them until Feb. 
15 to develop a comprehensive 
plan to battle the problem.

So far this year there have 
been 11 New Yorkers killed in 
traffic accidents, seven of them 
pedestrians.

“We celebrate that last year’s 
333 homicides were a record low, 
but there were 286 traffic fa-
talities. It is shocking to see how 
those numbers correspond,” the 
mayor said. “We’re starting this 

Continued on Page 8

BY BILL PARRY

Straphangers on the No. 7 
subway line will have to get used 
to full and partial service disrup-
tions as the MTA prepares to shut 
down the western segment of the 
line for 22 weekends beginning 
Feb. 28.

The weekends are not con-
secutive but will be spread out all 
the way to the end of November. A 
tentative Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority schedule shows 
that service will be disrupted 
every weekend in March while 
it will affect only one weekend in 
April, the 11th to the 14th.

Service changes will be in 
effect from 11:45 p.m. Friday to 5 
a.m. the following Monday. The 
shutdowns mainly affect trains 
from Times Square-42nd Street 
to Queensboro Plaza, but in May 
the shutdown will extend to 74th 
Street-Broadway, having con-
sequences throughout western 
Queens.

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) said 
“66 percent of the people in my 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Olivia Kate Cerrone leaned toward the crowd 
gathered in the Richmond Hill Library’s audito-
rium and began reading the story of an Afghan 
woman burned to death for riding a motorcycle 
with a boy.

Afghan women share writings

on gender in Richmond Hill

Artist Patricia Brintle (c.), shown 
chatting with a nun during a re-
pair project in Les Abricots, Haiti. 

Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10

Boro artist raises funds for Haiti
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Nargish Begum listens to Mayor de Blasio speak in Woodside while holding on to a picture of her son Noshat Nahian. 
Photo by Bill Parry
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your
Child Will Have at...
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HOUSE

SUNDAY
th

from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Builders in Queens 

looked toward the sky in 
2013 as they increasingly put 
unused development rights 
to work in order to push 
their outsized construction 
projects past the city’s zon-
ing limits, though the mar-
ket for the assets remains up 
in the air on prices.

All told, 127,420 square 
feet of development rights 
were transferred in Queens 
last year, an increase of 
about 3 percent from 2012, 
a TimesLedger Newspa-
pers analysis of property 
records found.

The height and bulk of 
new buildings are limited by 
the city’s zoning laws, but the 
regulations do allow owners 
of adjacent, underdeveloped 
properties to sell builders 
their unused space, which 
in hot markets can become 
a lucrative commodity just 
the same as real estate.

Over the past two years, 
Heatherwood Communi-
ties has bought up the lion’s 
share of development rights 

in Queens for its nearly 
500,000-square-foot residen-
tial tower at Queens Plaza in 
Long Island City.

The company paid $12.6 
million in 2011 for the 17,500 
square-foot property at 42-12 

28th St., which is zoned for 
up to 175,000 square feet of 
development, where it plans 
to erect a 477-unit, 58-story 
tower.

In order to build big-
ger, Heatherwood pur-

chased 86,630 square feet of 
air rights for the project in 
2012 and bought up another 
102,430 square feet of rights 
in 2013, paying $100 per-
square-foot in both transac-
tions.

Heatherwood was not 
the only developer buying 
the LIC sky in 2013.

Another outfit, Brook-
lyn condo builder Kora 
Developers, paid approxi-
mately $120 for each of the 
2,300 square feet of rights 
it purchased in December 
for its even-story, 21-unit  
mixed-use project in the 
Hunter’s Point section of the 
neighborhood.

The developer shelled 
out $2.83 million a year ago 
for the 5,000-square-foot lot 
on the corner of 11th Street 
and 47th Road, which zoning 
limits to 20,000 square feet of 
development.

Kora principal Alex Ko-
stovetsky said the building 
will cap out around 26,000 
square feet with about 4,000 
square feet of commercial 
space in the cellar, which he 
said does not count toward 
the building’s limit. .

Eric Benaim, presi-
dent of the real estate firm 
Modern Spaces, brokered 
the air rights deal between 
Kora and their next-door 
neighbor and said it took 

some explaining on both 
sides.

“We were working 
with [Kora] from the very 
early stages and noticed 
the top floor only had one 
apartment — basically it 
had a lot of pretty much 
roof space,” he said.

Benaim suggested 
Kora purchase excess de-
velopment rights from the 
mom-and-pop property 
owners next door — also 
Modern Spaces clients — 
who, after some explaining, 
realized the assets they had 
overhead.

“After they understood 
what was being done, they 
kind of had a number in 
mind,” said Benaim, who 
expects air rights purchas-
es to increase in the com-
ing year. “I think over here 
you’re going to see it more 
and more. Sites are re-
stricted and you can maxi-
mize your costs. If you’re 
paying $200 a foot, you can 
buy an extra thousand for 
$100, $120 a foot. You get a 
bigger pie and that brings 
down cost.”

BY SARINA TRANGLE

City Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña has an 
open invitation to assess 
the trailers slated to serve 
as classrooms for Rich-
mond Hill High School 
freshmen next fall.

Vishnu Mahadeo, pres-
ident of the high school Par-
ent-Teacher Association, 
said he has called Fariña 
several times since she was 
appointed to lead the city 
Department of Education 
late last month, but has not 
heard back yet.

Richmond Hill parents 
hope to convince the new 
administration to reverse 
the DOE’s plans to open a 

new high school in Rich-
mond Hill’s annex and relo-
cate freshman classes cur-
rently taught at the church 
into trailers on the main 
campus, Mahadeo said.

But the PTA president 
said many of the aides and 
staffers who advised former 
Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott report to Fariña, 
so they want to make their 
case directly to her.

“Right now there is no 
mechanism for the chan-
cellor to get a true picture 
of the changes the BOE has 
planned,” Mahadeo said. 
“She needs to be in dia-
logue and make sure our 
voices are heard and are 
incorporated.”

The DOE did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment on Fariña’s behalf.

The city Panel for Edu-

cational Policy voted in 
favor of creating dozens of 
new charter schools and co-
locating many of the new in-

stitutions inside the build-
ings of other schools before 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
left office. Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, then a candidate for 
the executive office, said he 
would review all proposals 
approved by the PEP.

De Blasio’s office did 
not respond to a request for 
comment before deadline.

Dmytro Fedkowskyj, 
formerly Queens’ represen-
tative to the PEP, said he 
thought it was possible that 
the new administration 
would alter the plans.

“From a legality stand-
point, I don’t know how that 
would work. If the panel 
has to vote to change it or if 
the mayor and the chancel-

lor can just carry it out,” he 
said. “If it’s wrong and the 
new powers that be see it 
that way, I imagine there’s 
a very good chance of it re-
versing itself.”

For years, Mahadeo 
said staff and students at 
Richmond Hill contended 
with packed classrooms. 
Charles DiBenedetto, an 
English teacher and the 
school’s United Federation 
of Teachers chapter leader, 
said Richmond Hill was 
one of the first campuses 
to receive trailers. A dozen 
years later, he said the four 
mobile units have grown to 
22.

Boro’s builders buy sky in ’13
More development rights acquired last year, but future prices remain up in the air

Kora Developers has purchased 2,300 square feet of air rights for its planned residential develop-
ment at 11th Street and 47th Avenue in Hunter’s Point, which will start to go up after the auto body 
shop on the site is demolished. Photo by Christina Santucci

 Rich Hill HS wants to keep annex for freshmen

Richmond Hill High School parents want new city Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña to reverse plans that would put more 
students in trailers.
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ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL

6100 Francis Lewis Blvd. Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 (718) 423-8810  www.sfponline.org        

ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Come take a look

Tours available 
days, nights & weekends.

Buddy Days available 
For more information visit

www.sfponline.org

Willets Pt. auto shops may have found a home
BY ALEX ROBINSON

A group of Willets Point busi-
ness owners, hoping to relocate 
together, have settled on a new 
home in the Bronx.

The Sunrise Co-op, a non-
profit controlled by more than 
50 Willets Point business own-
ers, has decided to move to a 
140,000-square-foot facility in 
Hunts Point, said Marco Neira, 
one of the group’s organizers.

“It’s better than nothing,” 
Neira said. “What we need is a 
bigger place and we need a place 
in Queens, but right now there 
isn’t something big enough in 
Queens that is built.”

The business owners are 
moving to make space for the 
first phase of a $3 billion redevel-
opment of the blighted area into 
residential, retail and commer-
cial space.

The city gave business own-
ers, whose shops sit on land where 

the first phase of the project will 
occur, until Jan. 31 to leave. If 
they leave by the deadline, they 
will receive a payment worth six 
months’ rent. The businesses that 
left before the end of November 
received a payout from the city 
worth a full year’s rent.

“We have got to do something 

to get the benefits the city is offer-
ing people before they kick every-
one out in court,” Neira said.

At least 40 business owners 
will move their shops to the new 
Hunts Point location, Neira said.

The new location could po-
tentially accommodate more than 
100 shops, but the co-op is only fo-

cusing on transferring those in 
Phase 1 for now.

“We are working in order to 
move as many people as we can,” 
Neira said. “We understand the 
city is putting pressure on every-
one to move.”

The co-op is closing in on 
signing a lease for the new space 
and plans to meet with an archi-
tect to divide the space up before 
businesses can start moving in.

Once the lease is signed, Nei-
ra said he hopes he will be able to 
negotiate with the city to get busi-
ness owners more time to relocate 
to the new facility.

The group looked at a num-
ber of other properties through-
out the city, including sites in 
Brooklyn and Maspeth, before 
deciding the space in Hunts Point 
was the best option.

Neira will not be moving to 
the new facility himself yet as his 
business, the Master Express Deli 
and Restaurant, lies in the third 

phase of the development, which 
is years away from being built.

A spokeswoman for the city 
Economic Development Corp. 
said more than 50 businesses have 
either relocated, signed a lease in 
a new location or are close to do-
ing so.

Neira said if business is good 
at the new location, the Willets 
Point business owners could end 
up staying there permanently, 
but he would ideally like to be all 
together in a Queens location.

The redevelopment of Wil-
lets Point has been controversial 
since its beginning as the city 
plans to use eminent domain 
to seize the land, which was oc-
cupied by throngs of auto body 
shops for decades.

The Queens Borough Board 
voted to approve the sale of the 
23-acre property where the first 
phase will be built to developers 
Related Cos. and Sterling Equi-
ties for $1 in November.

Dozens of business owners are closing in on moving from Willets Point to a new 
location in the Bronx. Photo by Christina Santucci

Business owners’ co-op negotiating on 140,000-square-foot facility in Bronx for 50 members
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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BY BILL PARRY

Stray cats are disap-
pearing in Astoria and city 
services are not helping to 
solve the mystery.

 Mary Witty, an NYU 
administrator, lives in the 
Ditmars section of Asto-
ria where she and several 
neighbors on 24th Street 
have looked after a colony 
of eight strays since 2008. 
“Four of them slept in my 
backyard and a retired 
couple would let the kittens 
warm up in their kitchen,” 
Witty said.

Apparently not all the 
neighbors feel the same 
way toward the felines.

Witty knows of one 
neighbor who has com-
plained to others, sprayed 
animal repellent and even 
built a fence to keep the 
cats from her yard. Anoth-
er neighbor was shocked 
to discover two open cans 
of tuna topped with anti-
freeze with its distinctive 
blue color. Last month, 
all but one of the cats in 
Witty’s colony disappeared 
without a trace. 

“Had she come to me 
with her complaint we 
could’ve opened some kind 
of dialogue,” Witty said. “I 
might have explained to 
her that poisoning cats is a 
felony.”

  She set up a website 
(astoria7.org) and Facebook 
page (astoria7) to gather 
information about what 

had happened to the miss-
ing cats and, according to 
feedback, the problem is 
spreading. 

 “We are getting re-
ports of more cats disap-
pearing,” Witty said. “One 
lady lost 10 and there was a 
colony of 11 on 14th Street 
that’s now down to four.”T

 To compound the 
problem, city agencies and 
the NYPD have refused 
to help Witty because she 
said there is no evidence of 
wrongdoing, no dead bod-
ies. 

“All I get is the royal 
runaround. I thought I was 
getting somewhere with 
the ASPCA Humane Law 
Enforcement Unit, but that 

was discontinued on Jan. 1 
and its duties were trans-
ferred to the NYPD, which I 
think will be a disaster for 
animals,” Witty said.

The ASPCA said the 
department is not closed, 
but the majority of enforce-
ment has been transferred 
because the Police Depart-
ment has more manpower. 

“The change — given 
NYPD’s tens of thousands 
of officers across 77 pre-
cincts — will allow for the 
swift and effective response 
to animal abuse complaints 
and subsequently expe-
dite the ASPCA’s rescue 
and treatment of abused 
animals,” spokesman Bret 
Hopman said.

One elected official is 
aware of the problem and is 
doing something about it. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said, “What’s 
the NYPD going to do? 
They’ve got plenty of things 
to worry about and no spe-
cialized training. 

He added, “In the long 
run it might be a good 
thing, but in the short term 
it’s going to be a real prob-
lem,” he said. 

Avella has scheduled a 
public forum on animal pro-
tection issues in the state 
of New York. That meeting 
was scheduled for this Fri-
day in the Senate Hearing 
Room at 250 Broadway in 
Manhattan.

The 104th Precinct plans to focus on curbing dangerous driving 
and enforcing park hours in 2014.

Stray cats lounge in Mary Witty’s backyard before most of them disappeared recently. 
Photo courtesy Marry Witty

Crime dips 4.3 % 
 in 104th Precinct

Astoria cats go missing
Residents complain city does little to track felines that disappear 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Capt. Christopher 
Manson said he was pleased 
crime dropped 4.3 percent 
in the 104th Precinct last 
year and planned to focus 
on cracking down on traffic 
violations as well as unruly 
park patrons in 2014.

The precinct, which 
covers Ridgewood, Glen-
dale, Middle Village and 
Maspeth, reported 72 fewer 
major crimes, defined as 
murders, rapes, robberies, 
felony assaults, burglaries 
and grand larcenies.

“We had a good year 
and we’re going to continue 
it,” said Manson, command-
ing officer of the precinct.

The 104th Precinct re-
sponded to three murders 
this year, up from one in 
2012.

The number of rapes 
remained flat at 15, accord-
ing to CompStat.

Police reported 256 

robberies, down 8.2 per-
cent; 241 felony assaults, 
down 5.9 percent; 340 bur-
glaries, down 12.8 percent; 
and 181 grand larceny of 
autos, down 13.8 percent.

Manson said identity 
theft drove up the number 
of grand larcenies, which 
are the theft of items worth 
at least $1,000. The 104th 
Precinct had 572 grand lar-
cenies in 2013, up 8.1 per-
cent.

Petit larceny, or theft 
of possessions valued at 
less than $1,000, accounted 
for the most crimes in the 
precinct, with 1,178 inci-
dents.

Officers will focus on 
curtailing driving viola-
tions that can cause serious 
injuries or death, Manson 
said.

“We’re going to be tar-
geting speeding, running 
red lights, failing to yield to 
pedestrians,” he said.
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68-02 Metropolitan Avenue • Middle Village, NY 11379
CK CAMPUS 718•366•7400

The Board of Trustees of
Christ the King High School

along with the Administration & Faculty is proud to announce over

$544,000
in scholarships

have been awarded to the Class of 2018

Congratulations! 

Jan. 15th thru Feb.12th
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If you missed the TACHS exam,
take the CK Admission Test

Limited Space Available for 
Upper Classman Transfers

$50Cost

To register for 
exam call ext. 240

Exam Date: Monday, February 10th • 6PM 
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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district don’t own cars. 
I think maintenance is 
something you have to do, 
but they should be less dis-
ruptive.”

Borough President 
Melinda Katz was irritated 
with the MTA plans, saying 
“it’s ridiculous. The No. 7 
is one of the most crowded. 
I’m meeting with them next 
week and I’m going to call 
upon them to reduce the 
disruptions, and I’m going 
to ask them to add more 
trains.”

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
whose district is most af-
fected by the MTA’s plan, 
could not believe the num-

bers.
“Twenty-two week-

ends? That’s 40 percent 
of the weekends in 2014. 
That’s more than an incon-
venience, it’s potentially 
devastating to small busi-
ness,” he said.

Once again, the Hunt-
ers Point section of Long 
Island City will bear the 
brunt of the service cuts. 
Last year, weekend service 
cuts lasted every weekend 
for three months, causing 
a harsh economic impact 
for many businesses that 
were still recovering from 
flooding and lost business, 
thanks to Hurricane San-
dy.

“It’s terrible, but it’s 
nothing new,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) said. “What the MTA 

fails to realize is LIC is a 
cultural destination. The 
shutdown damages busi-
nesses, restaurants, muse-
ums and theaters.”

Jeff Blath, owner of the 
highly acclaimed Alobar 
restaurant in Long Island 
City, was angry when he 
heard the news.

“It’s quite clear that 
the MTA doesn’t care about 
small business here in 
Queens,” he said. “Every 
time the shutdown hap-
pens, I’m going to shout 
about it on social media and 
I bet every other owner will 
be doing the same thing.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Suspension

initiative just two weeks 
into this administration 
because there is an epidem-
ic going on here.”

The working group’s 
report will be on the pub-
lic record and serve as a 
blueprint for the adminis-
tration’s Vision Zero ini-
tiative, a strategy aimed at 
reducing traffic fatalities 
to zero within 10 years. 
The mayor announced that 
speed cameras recently in-
stalled on city streets will 
begin issuing tickets im-
mediately, and he wants to 
bypass Albany to secure 
more cameras.

The mayor will in-
crease the NYPD’s Traffic 
Safety Unit by 60 officers 
and double the amount of 

Highway Division officers 
to 270. All precincts will be 
equipped with laser speed 
detection devices.

In addition, NYPD 
Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton said, “All precincts will 
turn in plans to improve 
pedestrian safety. The de-
partment is committed to 
reducing the loss of life.”

Polly Trottenberg, who 
will take over as DOT com-
missioner next week, said, 
“I’m proud to join an ad-
ministration that is mak-
ing transportation safety 
and Vision Zero a top prior-
ity. I’m looking forward to 
being on the frontline mak-
ing our streets safer.”

Elected officials came 
away with unanimous ap-
proval of the mayor’s pro-
gram.

“I appreciate the fact 
that he came to Queens to 

announce the initiative,” 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz said. “I’m the daugh-
ter of a mother that was 
killed by a drunk driver. I 
was only 4 at the time, so I 
take it personally.”

“It’s terrific that the 
mayor came to Woodside 
to commit to Vision Zero 
to save lives and prevent 
deaths, and we’re honored 
that he came to PS 152 to 
honor the loss of Noshat,” 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said.

“I think the fact that he 
came here is vitally impor-
tant to this community,” 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. “I 
particularly like that each 
precinct has to make plans 
for pedestrian safety. Pre-
cincts haven’t made that a 
priority in the past.”

Continued from Page 1 
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“This story remained only as 
a rumor ... until we went on vaca-
tion in Daykundi Province,” Cer-
rone read from “Tahera’s Story” 
by Basira. “No one was ready to 
tell me the whole story, so I asked 
different people and heard differ-
ent parts of the story.”

“[Tahera’s] mother knew ev-
erything and asked her brother 
for advice,” Cerrone continued.  
“The brother told her, ‘Why don’t 
you want to ignite your daugh-
ter?’”

A few gasps escaped from 
the 50 people who gathered in the 
library Jan. 13 to listen to pieces 
written by those involved with 
the Afghan Women’s Writing 
Project.

The Friends of Richmond 
Hill Library invited staff and 
mentors of AWWP, which helps 
English-speaking women in five 
Afghan cities write and publish 
their stories,  to showcase poems, 
essays and stories as part of the 
Friends’ bimonthly reading se-
ries. Between volunteers from 
the audience such as Cerrone and 
AWWP members, readers shared 
nearly 20 pieces, many of which 

commented on gender relations.
Others, such as the one Cer-

rone read, described the need to 
publish such stories.

“They beat her until her 
body become black, and tied her 
hands and feet to the columns of 
the house, threw oil on her, and 
ignited her,” Cerrone read. “This 
story cannot remain a rumor.”

Murmurs of approval echoed 
from the audience.

Masha Hamilton, an author 
and director of communications 
and public diplomacy at the U.S. 
embassy in Afghanistan, said she 
felt compelled to begin teaching 
writing classes in Afghanistan 
after watching a video depicting 
the killing of Zarmeena, a moth-
er of seven who was accused of 
beating her husband to death. Be-
cause she was unable to uncover 
much about Zarmeena’s history, 
Hamilton said she sought to hon-
or her by ensuring other Afghan 
women can exercise the human 
right of telling their own stories.

“In the West and in Europe, 
we would know what her story 
was,” Hamilton said. “Change is 
happening, but it’s obviously not 
immediate.”

Since its 2009 inception, 
AWWP has grown into an orga-
nization that works with about 

175 Afghan women of all ages. 
Authors, reporters and screen-
writers volunteer to help edit the 
women’s work online and in the 
South Asian country before it is 
published on AWWP’s blog. The 
organization has also opened an 
unmarked Internet café in Ka-
bul, the Afghan capital, where 
women without access to the In-
ternet can work.

Hamilton said AWWP plans 
to begin an oral history project 
with illiterate women, in an ef-
fort to expand its reach to those 
who do not know English or can-
not write.

Marzia, an AWWP writer 
who has accepted a fellowship at 
the Women’s Campaign Fund in 
the United States, read an essay 
about her first menstrual period. 
Like many who publish with 
AWWP, Marzia’s byline omits her 
last name for security reasons. 
Although her father knows about 
her writing, Marzia said she has 
not told her brothers.

“If we do not write about it, 
if we do not speak about it, there 
will not be changes,” said Marzia. 
“Women are heroes who write for 
this wonderful project.”

so much. This is a country that 
for some reason has never been 
able to get a footing. I don’t want 
to give up on it,” said Brintle, 
who left Haiti in 1964 when she 
was 17.

Some half a dozen volun-
teers have gone on each trip in 
past years.

“The volunteers who come 
over realize how blessed they are 
and how we really take things for 
granted,” she said. “Unless you 
live the experience, you don’t re-
ally know for sure how lucky we 
are.”

Brintle said she  finds the 
projects the nonprofit works on 
through letters that are sent to 
her from Haitians in need. Once 
they choose a project, the non-
profit will raise the necessary 
funding and then employ locals 
to help them do the building once 
they are there.

“It’s important that the 
whole community gets involved. 
We help them provide for their 
families like that — $25 pays 
the salary of one worker and 
feeds their family for a couple 
months.”

From Here to Haiti’s next 
trip will be in February, when 
the nonprofit will be rebuilding 
the roof of a church and building 
a new sanitary block for a school 
in two communities. It costs the 
nonprofit, which has repaired 
12 buildings since its founding, 
$15,000 to rebuild a roof and 
$5,000 to build new sanitary 
blocks.

“In American money, it’s 
not very much, but it does so 
much over there,” Brintle said.

Work on the projects typi-
cally only takes a week as the 
nonprofit usually hires 60 to 70 
locals to do the bulk of the re-
pairs.

Proceeds from the art show 
will help fund these projects. 
The show will feature more than 
75 Haitian and international art-
ists’ work and will take place at 
14-46 Utopia Pkwy. from 1 p.m. to 
6 p.m. both days.

From Here to Haiti has also 
facilitated sending items over to 
Haitian parishes such as church 
pews, statues, used clothing and 
balls for children to play with.

Reach reporter Alex Rob-
inson by e-mail at arobinson@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4566.

Continued from Page 1 Continued from Page 1 
HaitiAfghan

www.Timesledger.com
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