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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Barbara Sheehan, a Howard 
Beach mother imprisoned after 
she fatally shot her abusive hus-
band, said she will not be able to 
meet her first grandchild for a 
few months, but hopes a clemency 
push may spare her from com-
pletely missing the baby’s first 
years.

“It’s not easy to be away 
from my family and to be not 
able to work and support myself 
and my family,” Sheehan said 
in a  telephone phone interview 
from prison, noting that her son 
puts in long hours studying to be 
a physician’s assistant and her 
daughter is expecting a child Feb. 
11 and lives in Florida. “She won’t 
be back here now until after the 
baby is born and gets shots.”

Queens Supreme Court Jus-
tice Barry Kron sentenced Shee-
han to five years in prison Nov. 
11, 2013 after a jury acquitted her 
of murder but convicted her of 
criminal possession of a weapon. 
However, she started serving 
time Aug. 7, before her case went 
through the appeals process.

Sheehan shot her husband, 
Raymond Sheehan, a former 
NYPD detective, 11 times with 
two different guns while he was 
shaving in the bathroom Feb. 18, 
2008.

The former school secretary 
Continued on Page 46

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Builders in Queens looked 

toward the sky in 2013 as they 
increasingly put unused develop-
ment rights to work in order to 

push their outsized construction 
projects past the city’s zoning 
limits, though the market for the 
assets remains up in the air on 
prices.

All told, 127,420 square feet 

of development rights were trans-
ferred in Queens last year, an 
increase of about 3 percent from 
2012, a TimesLedger Newspa-
pers analysis of property records 
found.

The height and bulk of new 
buildings are limited by the city’s 
zoning laws, but the regulations 
do allow owners of adjacent, 
underdeveloped properties to 

Continued on Page 46
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Boro’s builders buy sky in ’13
More development rights acquired last year, but future prices remain up in the air

Sheehan starts
clemency push
with petition

City Councilman I. Daneek Miller is sworn in by Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito as his fiancée, Pier Williams, holds a Bible. See more photos on 
Page 22. Photo by Nat Valentine

Mayor unveils program 
to end pedestrian deaths
Page 4 QGuide QGuide Page 31Page 31
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Capt. Christopher 
Manson said he was pleased 
crime dropped 4.3 percent 
in the 104th Precinct last 
year and planned to focus 
on cracking down on traffic 
violations as well as unruly 
park patrons in 2014.

The precinct, which 
covers Ridgewood, Glen-
dale, Middle Village and 
Maspeth, reported 72 fewer 
major crimes, defined as 
murders, rapes, robberies, 
felony assaults, burglaries 
and grand larcenies.

“We had a good year 
and we’re going to continue 
it,” said Manson, command-
ing officer of the precinct.

The 104th Precinct re-
sponded to three murders 
this year, up from one in 
2012.

The number of rapes 
remained flat at 15, accord-
ing to CompStat.

Police reported 256 
robberies, down 8.2 per-
cent; 241 felony assaults, 
down 5.9 percent; 340 bur-

glaries, down 12.8 percent; 
and 181 grand larceny of au-
tos, down 13.8 percent.

Manson said identity 
theft drove up the number 
of grand larcenies, which 
are the theft of items worth 
at least $1,000. The 104th 
Precinct had 572 grand lar-
cenies in 2013, up 8.1 per-
cent.

Petit larceny, or theft 
of possessions valued at 
less than $1,000, accounted 
for the most crimes in the 
precinct, with 1,178 inci-
dents.

Officers will focus on 
curtailing driving viola-
tions that can cause serious 
injuries or death, Manson 
said.

“We’re going to be tar-
geting speeding, running 
red lights, failing to yield 
to pedestrians,” he said.

CompStat statistics 
showed the precinct arrest-
ed three people for driving 
while intoxicated and nine 
who did not have a valid li-
cense. The precinct handed 
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BY BILL PARRY

Stray cats are disap-
pearing in Astoria and city 
services are not helping to 
solve the mystery.

 Mary Witty, an NYU 
administrator, lives in the 
Ditmars section of Asto-
ria where she and several 
neighbors on 24th Street 
have looked after a colony 
of eight strays since 2008. 
“Four of them slept in my 
backyard and a retired 
couple would let the kittens 
warm up in their kitchen,” 
Witty said.

Apparently not all the 
neighbors feel the same 
way toward the felines.

Witty knows of one 
neighbor who has com-
plained to others, sprayed 
animal repellent and even 
built a fence to keep the 
cats from her yard. Anoth-
er neighbor was shocked 
to discover two open cans 
of tuna topped with anti-
freeze with its distinctive 
blue color. Last month, 
all but one of the cats in 
Witty’s colony disappeared 
without a trace. 

“Had she come to me 
with her complaint we 
could’ve opened some kind 
of dialogue,” Witty said. “I 
might have explained to 
her that poisoning cats is a 
felony.”

  She set up a website 
(astoria7.org) and Facebook 
page (astoria7) to gather 
information about what 
had happened to the miss-
ing cats and, according to 
feedback, the problem is 
spreading. 

 “We are getting re-
ports of more cats disap-
pearing,” Witty said. “One 
lady lost 10 and there was a 
colony of 11 on 14th Street 
that’s now down to four.”T

 To compound the 
problem, city agencies and 
the NYPD have refused 
to help Witty because she 
said there is no evidence of 
wrongdoing, no dead bod-
ies. 

“All I get is the royal 
runaround. I thought I was 
getting somewhere with 
the ASPCA Humane Law 
Enforcement Unit, but that 
was discontinued on Jan. 1 
and its duties were trans-
ferred to the NYPD, which I 
think will be a disaster for 
animals,” Witty said.

The ASPCA said the 
department is not closed, 
but the majority of enforce-
ment has been transferred 

because the Police Depart-
ment has more manpower. 

“The change — given 
NYPD’s tens of thousands 
of officers across 77 pre-
cincts — will allow for the 
swift and effective response 
to animal abuse complaints 
and subsequently expe-
dite the ASPCA’s rescue 
and treatment of abused 
animals,” spokesman Bret 
Hopman said.

One elected official is 
aware of the problem and is 
doing something about it. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said, “What’s 
the NYPD going to do? 
They’ve got plenty of things 
to worry about and no spe-
cialized training. 

He added, “In the long 
run it might be a good 
thing, but in the short term 
it’s going to be a real prob-
lem,” he said. 

Avella has scheduled a 
public forum on animal pro-
tection issues in the state 
of New York. That meeting 
was scheduled for this Fri-
day in the Senate Hearing 
Room at 250 Broadway in 
Manhattan.

Witty and a growing 
number of people who have 
lost their cats will take 
their issues to Community 
Board 1’s monthly meeting 
Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Witty has 
raised the reward money 
for information on her lost 
cats to $5,000 on her web-
site. 

“Many are offering to 
donate money to raise the 
reward, but I’m not doing 
this to raise money, I’m just 
want justice for the cats — 
at the very least an investi-
gation,” she said. The 104th Precinct plans to focus on curbing dangerous driving 

and enforcing park hours in 2014.

Stray cats lounge in Mary Witty’s backyard before most of them disappeared recently. 
Photo courtesy Marry Witty

Crime dips 4.3 % 
 in 104th Precinct

Astoria cats go missing
Residents complain city does little to track felines that disappear 

Continued on Page 41
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BY BILL PARRY

A five-story, 32-unit 
apartment building sits 
unfinished, at 90-11 Corona 
Ave. in Elmhurst, and no-
body knows when the proj-
ect will be completed.

Construction at the 
site was stopped by the city 
Department of Buildings in 
2011, when human remains 
were discovered during the 
excavation.

“The DOB issued a 
stop-work order, which 
prohibits any excavation 
work or work that disturbs 
the soil at this site. The 
stop-work order remains 
in effect,” said DOB Press 
Secretary Kelly Magee. “In 
October of 2013, more re-
mains were discovered.”

She added that the city 
Department of Health and 
the city Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission have 

jurisdiction.
“We’re overseeing the 

archeology of the site, we 
make sure it’s conducted 
properly,” said Lisi de Bour-
bon, the communications 
director at the LPC.

De Bourbon added that 
it is hard to predict what 
will happen, saying, “It de-
pends on what the owner 
wants to do.”

That has proved dif-
ficult. A meeting between 
Buildings, Landmarks and 
the owner, Bo Jing Zhu, 
was scheduled for last week 
until Zhu requested a re-
scheduling.

Meanwhile, the lead-
ers of Saint Mark’s AME 
Church in Jackson Heights 
are fighting to preserve the 
gravesite. Saint Mark’s was 
originally founded at the 
burial ground in 1828. The 
church’s pastor, Kimberly 
Detherage, says it is one of 

the first places freed slaves 
started their own church.

Bayside activist Mand-
ingo Tshaka says it is an 
honorable endeavor. In the 
1990s, Tshaka led the fight 

to preserve the Olde Towne 
of Flushing burial ground, 
where blacks and native 
Americans were interred 
in the 1800s.

“They were going to 

dig it up for a playground 
and I got it back,” he said.

Tshaka researched the 
city archives and then ap-
proached city officials un-
til former City Councilman 

John Liu and then-Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
allocated a combined $2.66 
million in funding in 2004.

Tshaka supports De-
therage’s efforts, saying, 
“Once you find remains, 
it’s hallowed ground and it 
doesn’t matter who is bur-
ied there. The city should 
intercede, buy the land and 
preserve it.”

Thomas McKenzie, 
president of the Newtown 
Civic Association, said, 
“Elmhurst is the oldest 
permanent settlement in 
Queens County and we 
have to preserve this bit 
of history. All great societ-
ies are remembered by the 
way it took care of its dead. 
I will fight for preservation 
as will the Newtown Civic 
Association. We just want 
to see these people remem-
bered.”

Construction on a five story apartment building in Elmhurst is halted so archeologists can 
investigate. Photo by Bill Parry

Discovery of burial site holds up construction work
DOB stops all activity at Elmhurst property after graves unearthed during excavation

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Visit me at:
Steinway and 30th Avenue Branch

30-18 Steinway Street
Astoria, NY 11103
(718) 932-4800

I have worked for Atlantic 
Bank for 25 years and I’m 
quite active in the Astoria 
community. My goal each day 
is to understand my customers’ 
needs and offer customized 
solutions while providing 
excellent customer service. 

- Alexandra Laskari

We mean business 
for your business!



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 1

7-
23

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

4

TL

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
came to a school in Wood-
side, where an 8-year-old 
boy was run down by a trac-
tor trailer,  to announce a 
new initiative Wednesday 
to combat the epidemic of 
traffic fatalities in western 
Queens and the rest of the 
city.

The mayor met with 
family members of some of 
the children who have been 
killed at a memorial for 
8-year-old Noshat Nahian, 
the boy who died after be-
ing hit by a tractor trailer 
driven by an allegedly un-
licensed operator  Dec. 20. 
Noshat was trying to cross 
Northern Boulevard with 
his sister to get to class at 
PS 152.

After meeting the 
families, de Blasio began 
his news conference in the 
playground at PS 152 on an 
emotional note.

“It is incredibly pain-
ful to hear the stories of 
what these families have 
gone through and the loss-
es people have suffered,” 
the mayor said. “This will 
be the central issue of this 
administration because 
of the pain these families 
have experienced.”

De Blasio launched an 
interagency working group 
comprised of the NYPD, the 
city departments of Trans-
portation and Health and 
the city Taxi and Limou-
sine Commission and gave 
them until Feb. 15 to devel-

op a comprehensive plan to 
battle the problem.

So far this year there 
have been 11 New Yorkers 
killed in traffic accidents, 
seven of them pedestrians.

“We celebrate that last 
year’s 333 homicides were a 
record low, but there were 
286 traffic fatalities. It is 
shocking to see how those 
numbers correspond,” the 
mayor said. “We’re start-
ing this initiative just two 
weeks into this administra-
tion because there is an epi-
demic going on here.”

The working group’s 
report will be on the pub-
lic record and serve as a 
blueprint for the adminis-
tration’s Vision Zero ini-
tiative, a strategy aimed at 
reducing traffic fatalities 
to zero within 10 years. 
The mayor announced that 
speed cameras recently in-
stalled on city streets will 
begin issuing tickets im-
mediately, and he wants to 
bypass Albany to secure 
more cameras.

The mayor will in-
crease the NYPD’s Traffic 
Safety Unit by 60 officers 
and double the amount of 
Highway Division officers 
to 270. All precincts will be 
equipped with laser speed 
detection devices.

In addition, NYPD 
Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton said, “All precincts will 
turn in plans to improve 
pedestrian safety. The de-
partment is committed to 
reducing the loss of life.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Borough President 

Melinda Katz was inaugu-
rated during a ceremony 
last week that repeated the 
tenets of her campaign: her 
Queens heritage and ca-
pacity to lead the borough 
through her experience 
with land use.

Katz, a Forest Hills 
native who has served in 
the state Assembly and 
City Council, punched her 
ticket to Borough Hall last 
year with a campaign that 
played heavily upon her 
family’s roots in the bor-
ough.

Her mother Jeanne 
founded the Queens Coun-
cil on the Arts and her 
father David founded the 
Queens Symphony Orches-
tra.

At her ceremonial 
swearing-in at Queens Col-
lege last week, Katz repeat-
ed her father’s refrain that 
“you should never have to 
go over a bridge or under a 
tunnel to get anything you 
need — you should be able 
to get it right here in this 
borough.”

“And we will make it 
happen today,” she added.

When it came to the 
specifics for the next four 
years, however, the newly 
minted borough president 
laid out an agenda that fo-
cused on addressing health 
care, building more schools 

and creating jobs.
“You can have culture 

and arts here. You can raise 
your children here and 
have great education, but if 
you can’t get a job here and 
you can’t get a place to live 
here, you might not want to 
stay here,” she said.

She said she was go-
ing to focus on economic 
development in Long Is-
land City, Jamaica and the 
Rockaways, where transit 
infrastructure would play 
a large role.

“You can’t build if you 

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Queens paid tribute 

to former Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon this 
week as a courageous war-
rior who stood his ground 
to defend the people of his 
young nation.

Sharon died Saturday 
at the age of 85 after lying 
in a stoke-induced coma for 
eight years.  

 After hearing of Sha-
ron’s death, Queens’ con-
gressional leaders released 
statements in memory of 
Sharon and offered sympa-
thies to his family as well 
as the millions of people in 
Israel who are mourning 
his death. U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) said 

she was deeply saddened to 
learn of Sharon’s passing 
and remembered him for 
the dedication he gave to 
helping to establish Israel.

“He was a warrior and 
a statesman who was indis-
pensable to the creation and 
development of the state of 
Israel,” Meng said. “I send 
my heartfelt condolences to 
his family and the people of 
Israel during this difficult 
time.”

Sharon’s role in the na-
tion’s development was also 
praised by U.S. Rep. Caro-
lyn Maloney (D-Astoria) 
as she mourned the former 
leader, who served as a 
commander in the Israeli 
army before eventually be-
coming the country’s 11th 

prime minister in 2001. Ma-
loney called Sharon’s death 
a “sad occasion” as she re-

called his contributions.
“There have been few 

people in modern history 
as courageously dedicat-
ed to the cause of a great 
people,” Maloney said. 
“Whether you agreed with 
him or not, Ariel Sharon 
stood astride the state of 
Israel from its inception as 
a fierce guardian dedicated 
to its survival.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
said “former Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon will be re-
membered for his commit-
ment to the state of Israel 
,” while U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) called 
Sharon a “courageous lead-
er.”

Ariel Sharon, former Prime 
Minister of Israel, sits in a 
Dec. 2005 meeting at his of-
fice in Jerusalem. Sharon 
died Jan. 11. He was 85. 

AP Photo/Oded Balilty

Elected officials watch as Mayor Bill de Blasio (r.) swears in Borough President Melinda Katz as U.S. 
Rep. Joe Crowley holds the Bible. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Nargish Begum listens to Mayor de Blasio speak in Woodside 
while holding on to a picture of her son Noshat Nahian. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Elected offi cials hail Israel’s Ariel Sharon

Queens’ Katz era begins
New borough president pledges job creation at inauguration ceremony

De Blasio unveils plan 
for safe streets in city

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 42
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Good government 
groups are not the only or-
ganizations calling for city 
Board of Election reform 
these days.

Just before Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and 21 new 
City Council members 
took oaths of office, the 
city Department of Inves-
tigation published a report 
contending that nepotism, 
wastefulness and incompe-
tency at the BOE illustrate 
the need to transition the 
agency into a non-partisan 
entity.

The BOE did not re-
spond to multiple requests 
for comment.

Under state law, the 
two major political par-
ties share control of the 
Board of Elections, which 

is required to hire equal 
numbers of personnel reg-
istered with the Democrat-
ic and Republican parties. 
Ten commissioners com-
prising one Republican and 
one Democrat from each 
borough oversee the BOE.

The DOI report con-
cluded that county political 
committees maintain an 
outsize role in personnel 
decisions. BOE employees 
told investigators they work 
with the county parties to 
recruit and hire, with one 
commissioner saying he 
had “to have a talk with my 
Garcias,” referring to the 
committee, before making 
a hire.

Investigators discov-
ered the board does not 
generally post openings 
publicly or solicit applica-
tions, nor does it follow a 

standard procedure for 
screening prospective em-
ployees. Although election 
law gives county commit-
tees the opportunity to rec-
ommend commissioners to 
the Council, it does not es-
tablish roles for the parties 
in hiring other BOE staff, 
the DOI said.

These hiring proce-
dures have led to at least 
69 BOE employees working 
with relatives, including 
two commissioners, the re-
port said.

Investigators referred 
two substantiated cases of 
commissioners engaging 
in nepotism to the city Con-
flicts of Interests Board. It 
did not name the commis-
sioners.

One commissioner told 
investigators his wife took 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

The newest set of data 
published by the state De-
partment of Health shows 
that more than 37 percent 
of New York residents al-
ready enrolled for cover-
age through the Affordable 
Care Act live in New York 
City.

Statewide numbers as 
of Jan. 12 show that 294,595 
residents across New York 
have successfully enrolled 
since the beginning of 
the sign-up period Oct. 
1. Queens, Brooklyn and 
Manhattan are among the 
counties with the most resi-
dents enrolled for coverage 
so far, and demographic 
breakdowns indicate that 
44 percent of all New York-
ers now signed up were pre-
viously uninsured.  There 
was no specific breakdown 
by borough.

The DOH also report-
ed that a large portion of 

the enrolled participants, 
about 30 percent, are under 
35.

“A lot of young people 
are now done with school or 
at their first jobs and might 
not have health insurance,” 
said U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing). “That’s been 
the good news, to be able to 
tell them that now they can 
have it.”

Meng was one of sev-
eral congressional leaders 
throughout New York who 
hosted forums and meet-
ings upon the implementa-
tion of the Affordable Care 
Act   online marketplaces to 
offer answers to constitu-
ents with questions or to 
help those who were hav-
ing trouble signing up. U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Ja-
maica) opened his office for 
an ongoing orientation to 
the new federal legislation, 
inviting constituents to call 
or come in whenever pos-
sible for on-site assistance 

with sign-ups or to ask 
questions about policies.

Meng’s office hosted 
forums at hospitals to help 

area residents with sign-
ups and also circulated 
fliers to the public that 
provided more information 

about the complex legisla-
tion and how it could affect 
them. As the number of 
enrolled participants con-

tinues to grow ahead of the 
March 31 deadline, Meng 
said the most important 
factor in making sure New 
Yorkers continue to be suc-
cessful in enrolling is to be 
sure they are aware.

“They’ve heard vague-
ly that there’s a new health 
care law and there’s been a 
lot of rhetoric about these 
‘pre-existing conditions,’” 
Meng said. “There are a lot 
of people in New York City 
and I believe there are still 
a lot of people who don’t 
know about it.”

Meng said one of the 
biggest challenges New 
York City faces in regards 
to the Affordable Care Act 
is the language barrier, 
causing many people to not 
fully understand what the 
passing of the act meant 
and what it made available 
to them.

“We’ve sort of been in a 
stage in the last few months 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Four years after an 
earthquake devastated 
Haiti and killed more than 
100,000 people, Patricia 
Brintle is still hard at work 
rebuilding her homeland.

The Whitestone art-
ist’s nonprofit From Here 
to Haiti is hosting its third 
annual art show Jan. 18-19 
to raise money to fund the 
reconstruction of schools, 
orphanages and churches.

The nonprofit was 
founded in 2010 in the 
earthquake’s aftermath 
and its members have trav-
eled to Haiti multiple times 
a year to help reconstruct 
buildings in rural parts of 
the country. Brintle said 
these areas are still in dire 
need of help, as most of the 
recovery money has been 

spent in the main urban 
centers.

“Haiti has struggled 
so much. This is a country 
that for some reason has 
never been able to get a 
footing. I don’t want to give 
up on it,” said Brintle, who 
left Haiti in 1964 when she 
was 17.

Some half a dozen vol-

unteers have gone on each 
trip in past years.

“The volunteers who 
come over realize how 
blessed they are and how 
we really take things for 
granted,” she said. “Unless 
you live the experience, you 
don’t really know for sure 
how lucky we are.”

A worker positions himself on a beam in Les Abricots, Haiti, where 
From Here to Haiti organized a repair of the Marie Reine Immaculee 
Church roof. Photo by Christina Santucci

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi gives a presentation at the Capitol in Washington about enroll-
ment in the Affordable Care Act. In New York, more than 240,000 people have enrolled for health cov-
erage since Oct. 1, with 37 percent of enrollees residing in New York City. AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite

City Board of Elections rife
with patronage: Report

Whitestone nonprofi t raises 
money for Haiti with art show

Boro among leaders in healthcare signups
Queens named on list of New York counties with most residents enrolled, Department of Health says

Continued on Page 41
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BY BILL PARRY
 
 IS 125 in Woodside will 

finally get some relief for 
its overcrowding.

A permanent, $50 mil-
lion annex will replace a 
temporary mini building 
and dilapidated trailers 
that have been used as 
classrooms for nearly 20 
years. The annex will add 
600 seats to the school that 
is currently operating at 
125 percent capacity with 
1,756 registered students 
in Grades 4-8, according 
to Joe Conley, chairman of 
Community Board 2.

Construction on the 
new building will begin as 
early as this summer and 
will include a cafeteria, a 
gym and several state-of-
the-art classrooms.

Principal Judy Lynn 
Mittler lamented that too 
many classes have been 
held in the cafeteria and 
library instead of proper 
classrooms.

“In this world, the fact 
that hope becomes a real-
ity so quickly is rare,” she 
said.

In spite of the over-
crowding situation, IS 125 
has received “A” grades on 
each of its last three annual 
report cards, according to 
the city Department of Edu-

cation.
City Councilman Jim-

my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) made the project a pri-
ority after Mittler gave him 
a tour two months ago.

“I promised her I 
would do everything I could 
to secure the extension. I 
pleaded to the School Con-
struction Authority to get 
this as soon as possible,” 
Van Bramer said.

The overcrowding at 
IS 125 was also in violation 
of a State Supreme Court 
order prohibiting oversized 
classes, according to Con-
ley.

“To illustrate the 
overcrowding conditions, 
the cafeteria has a capac-
ity of 500 students, which 
translates into four lunch 
periods required to serve 
students. The first lunch 
period starts at 11 a.m. with 
the last lunch period at 2 
p.m. The school day ends at 
2:45 p.m.,” he explained.

Replacing the portable 
trailers had become the 
main goal of elected offi-
cials and educators.

“Fifth-grade students 
that attend classes in the 
trailers must walk back 
and forth no less than five 
times per day in all types of 
weather,” Conley said.

Many of those stu-

dents attended the press 
conference in a cold drizzle 
Friday. Student govern-
ment Vice President Alisia 
Quan, 13, spoke for them 
all, saying, “We’re all re-
ally excited to have these 
transportables taken away 
because we’re freezing.”

Overcrowding has 
been plaguing District 24 
for decades.

Van Bramer said, 
“Once this facility is com-
plete we will mark a tre-
mendous milestone in our 
efforts to build six new 
schools in western Queens 
in just four years.”

The projects combined 
will add 2,600 new seats 
in his district. Lorraine 
Grillo, president of the 
city SCA, explained that 
50,000 seats will be needed 
throughout the city, but 
they must focus on the most 
overcrowded schools.

“Our capital plan is 
based on need and the need 
in District 24 is more than 
any other district across 
the city,” she said.

The new annex should 
be fully operational by 
2016.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Students join elected officials at the announcement of a new annex for IS 125 in Woodside. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Woodside’s IS 125 gets
annex to ease crowding

*   These rates are available to well-qualifi ed borrowers when payroll 
deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some 
applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. 
For model years 2014–2013, your payments will consist of 60 monthly 
payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For 
model year 2012, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments 
of $16.08 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.25% APR. APR = Annual 
Percentage Rate. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after 
closing if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct 
deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Competitive rates avail-
able for older models and refi nances. Membership required. 

 Federally insured by NCUA

Apply today, call 

1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

For more 
information, 
scan 
the code.

  FIXED RATES
  AS LOW AS

1.95%
APR*

Whatever your reason, 
getting your auto loan at 
MCU makes perfect sense.
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New York Hospital Queens now provides even more access to a higher level of care right here 

in Maspeth. In addition to heart and vascular care, we offer specialists in bone and joint care and 

rehabilitation, urology, pediatric gastroenterology and nutritional care – right here at Maspeth 

Multispecialty Care. 

Our team of on-site specialists is growing fast, and now includes Cardiologists Gregory Gustafson, 

M.D., Mark Balek, M.D., and Katherine Heretis, M.D., Vascular Surgeon Ankur Chawla, M.D., 

Orthopaedic Surgeons Justin A. Classie, M.D., and Annibale Pluchinotta, M.D., Urologist Farshad 

Shafizadeh, M.D., Pediatric Gastroenterologists Suma Kamath, M.D., Aaron Turkish, M.D., and 

Nutritionist Joanne Carroll, N.P. More NYHQ-affiliated physicians will join them during 2014.

Maspeth Multispecialty Care, is part of our ongoing initiative to support community access to a higher 

level of primary and specialty care services – right here in Queens, and right here in Maspeth. 

Maspeth Multispecialty Care is conveniently located at  
72-41 Grand Avenue. Call 718-458-0261 now to make an appointment. 

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call 

to (800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Maspeth
Now, more of your  
NYHQ doctors are IN …

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.
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Applicants May Qualify for Up to $2,000** in Closing Costs and 
0.375%** Off the Rate!

Emigrant Mortgage 
Current Specials!

First-Time Homebuyers May Save $500 in Closing Costs!
First-Time Homebuyer Incentive*
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*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only
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Contact Me Today Contact Me Today 
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**Available based on borrower income or census tract eligibility.

*Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

Larisa Kessel (917) 655-7685 
KesselL@EmigrantMortgage.com

NMLS#344882

SOUTH JAMAICA — The NYPD was looking for a 
suspect wanted in connection with a shooting on Guy R. 
Brewer Boulevard over the weekend.

Police said the suspect shot a 25-year-old man in the 
shoulder around 6 a.m. Sunday in front of 108-38 Guy R. 
Brewer Blvd. before taking off in a black Infinity Q35.

The suspect is described as a black man in his 20s, 
standing 6 feet tall and weighing 175 pounds.

He was last seen wearing a black jacket, black pants, a 
white T-shirt, white sneakers and a black and white base-
ball cap with the letter “A” on it.

SUNNYSIDE — Police were asking 
for the public’s help in tracking down two 
men believed to be involved in a robbery 
that took place in December in the 108th 
Precinct.

The NYPD said two men entered a 
T-Mobile store, at 46-01 Queens Blvd. in 
Sunnyside, around 9 p.m. Dec. 19 after the 
store had closed and showed firearms to 
the workers inside.

The employees were forced to the back 
of the store and zip-tied while the men re-
moved cash and several electronic devices 
from the store before fleeing, police said. 
No one was injured during the robbery, ac-
cording to police.

RICHMOND HILL — Undercover officers arrest-
ed two men Jan. 11 for spray painting “FEAL” on a J 
train near the Jamaica Avenue-111th Street station, 
police said.

Police said they noticed Tommy Martinez, 19, 
and Jeremy Cautin, 21, sitting on a bench near fresh 
graffiti.

Martinez attempted to close a knapsack with 
spray paint cans as officers approached, according to 
authorities.

Officers said they saw Cautin wearing one green 
latex glove and noticed a gray spray can sticking out 
of his left jacket pocket.

Authorities said they determined Cautin acted 
as a lookout, while Martinez tagged a 10-foot wide, 3 
1/2-foot high mark on a train car with black paint.

Both Martinez and Cautin were charged with 
third-degree criminal mischief, making graffiti, 
possession of a graffiti instrument and third-degree 
criminal trespass, the NYPD said

POLICE 

Blotter

Two arrested in tagging of J train in boro

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Cops on hunt for Sunnyside robbery suspects

Police say spray paint cans were re-
covered when Tommy Martinez and 
Jeremy Cautin were arrested on the 
J train. Photo courtesy NYPD

Police released surveillance video that they 
say depicts one of the suspects. 

Image courtesy NYPD

Authorities are looking 
for a suspect wanted in 
a Jamaica shooting on 
Guy R. Brewer Boulevard. 

Sketch courtesy NYPD

NYPD searches for Jamaica shooter
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens’ two airports 

had a banner year in 2013 
as an all-time-record num-
ber of passengers passed 
through their gates, the 
Port Authority’s prelimi-
nary figures showed.

For the fourth year in 
a row the combined passen-
ger traffic rose at John F. 
Kennedy International and 
LaGuardia airports, hit-
ting approximately 77 mil-
lion flyers last year.

The borough’s two 
airports last had a dip in 
their combined traffic in 
2009, when their numbers 
dropped about 4 percent 
from the previous year to 
68 million passengers.

Overall, the agency’s 
commercial airports — 
which, in addition to Ken-
nedy and LaGuardia, 
include Newark Liberty 
and Stewart international 
airports — hit an all-time 
record of 111.6 million pas-
sengers, surpassing the 
previous record set in 2007.

Port Authority officials 
hailed the news and lauded 
the economic impact the in-
crease in air travellers will 
have on the region.

“While the effects of 
the recession linger for far 
too many people, we are 
pleased at the continued 
growth in passengers at 
our airports, which means 
great news on a host of re-
lated fronts, but especially 
for direct and indirect job 
creation, and our regional 
economy,” Port Author-
ity Executive Director Pat 

Foye said.
According to the agen-

cy, the airports account for 
about 450,000 jobs in the 
region and approximately 
$63 billion in economic ac-
tivity.

The airports are, how-
ever, in need of improve-
ments to keep up with the 
growing demand, and while 
they are not the country’s 
most delayed airports, they 
could do better.

According to the fed-
eral Bureau of Transporta-
tion Statistics, 77 percent of 
departures at JFK left on-
time last year, ranking the 
airport 20th, although the 
bureau only tracks domes-
tic flights. At LaGuardia, 
78 percent of departures 
left on time last year, rank-
ing the airport 18th in the 
country.

In 2011, the Regional 
Plan Association estimated 
that demand for passenger 
volumes at the region’s air-
ports would reach 150 mil-
lion by 2030 if the capacity 
were available and made 
several recommendations 
to increase capacity, includ-
ing adding a new runway at 
JFK.

While the Port Author-
ity has made no official 
announcement on that par-
ticular recommendation, it 
has overseen the expansion 
of JFK’s Terminal 4 and is 
working on an expansion 
and renovation of LaGuar-
dia’s central terminal.

Port Authority Deputy 
Executive Director Debo-
rah Gramiccioni said the 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Olivia Kate Cerrone 
leaned toward the crowd 
gathered in the Richmond 
Hill Library’s auditorium 
and began reading the 
story of an Afghan woman 
burned to death for riding a 
motorcycle with a boy.

“This story remained 
only as a rumor ... until 
we went on vacation in 
Daykundi Province,” Cer-
rone read from “Tahera’s 
Story” by Basira. “No one 
was ready to tell me the 
whole story, so I asked dif-
ferent people and heard dif-
ferent parts of the story.”

“[Tahera’s] mother 
knew everything and asked 
her brother for advice,” 
Cerrone continued.  “The 
brother told her, ‘Why don’t 
you want to ignite your 
daughter?’”

A few gasps escaped 
from the 50 people who 
gathered in the library Jan. 
13 to listen to pieces written 
by those involved with the 
Afghan Women’s Writing 
Project.

The Friends of Rich-
mond Hill Library invited 
staff and mentors of AWWP, 
which helps English-speak-
ing women in five Afghan 
cities write and publish 
their stories,  to showcase 
poems, essays and stories 
as part of the Friends’ bi-
monthly reading series. Be-
tween volunteers from the 
audience such as Cerrone 
and AWWP members, read-
ers shared nearly 20 pieces, 
many of which commented 
on gender relations.

Others, such as the one 
Cerrone read, described 
the need to publish such 
stories.

“They beat her until 
her body become black, and 
tied her hands and feet to 
the columns of the house, 
threw oil on her, and ig-
nited her,” Cerrone read. 
“This story cannot remain 
a rumor.”

Murmurs of approval 
echoed from the audience.

Masha Hamilton, an 
author and director of com-

munications and public 
diplomacy at the U.S. em-
bassy in Afghanistan, said 
she felt compelled to begin 
teaching writing classes in 
Afghanistan after watching 
a video depicting the kill-
ing of Zarmeena, a mother 
of seven who was accused 
of beating her husband to 
death. Because she was 
unable to uncover much 
about Zarmeena’s history, 
Hamilton said she sought 
to honor her by ensuring 
other Afghan women can 
exercise the human right of 
telling their own stories.

“In the West and in Eu-
rope, we would know what 
her story was,” Hamilton 
said. “Change is happen-
ing, but it’s obviously not 
immediate.”

Since its 2009 incep-
tion, AWWP has grown 
into an organization that 
works with about 175 Af-
ghan women of all ages. 
Authors, reporters and 
screenwriters volunteer to 
help edit the women’s work 
online and in the South 
Asian country before it is 
published on AWWP’s blog. 
The organization has also 
opened an unmarked Inter-
net café in Kabul, the Af-

ghan capital, where women 
without access to the Inter-
net can work.

Hamilton said AWWP 
plans to begin an oral his-
tory project with illiterate 
women, in an effort to ex-
pand its reach to those who 
do not know English or can-
not write.

Marzia, an AWWP 
writer who has accepted a 
fellowship at the Women’s 
Campaign Fund in the 
United States, read an es-
say about her first men-
strual period. Like many 
who publish with AWWP, 
Marzia’s byline omits her 
last name for security rea-
sons. Although her father 
knows about her writing, 
Marzia said she has not told 
her brothers.

“If we do not write 
about it, if we do not speak 
about it, there will not be 
changes,” said Marzia. 
“Women are heroes who 
write for this wonderful 
project.”

The audience treated 
Marzia like a hero when 
she read her essay “Enter 
Through One Door and 
Leave Through Another,” 
greeting it with applause.

The piece described 

menstruation rapidly ush-
ering in adulthood. Mar-
zia said she was no longer 
allowed to play with dolls 
and suddenly considered 
a candidate for marriage. 
Because Afghans consid-
ered women who have their 
period dirty, she was not 
permitted to pray and told 
to avoid going to mosque. 
If she had to go to mosque, 
Marzia said she was in-
structed to enter through 
one door and leave through 
another.

“Suddenly, I wasn’t 
me anymore. I was a dirty 
person who wasn’t even al-
lowed to pray for help,” she 
said. “The truth is the pe-
riod is a biological process 
created by God to enable 
women to have children — 
no more, no less.”

Nanda Surendra, a 
Richmond Hill resident, 
said she came across the 
reading while picking 
out books at the library. 
Surendra, an economist 
and aspiring author, said 
she became engrossed in 
the reflections of Afghan 
women and decided to read 
a piece aloud.

“I could relate to a lot 

Marzia, an Afghan woman involved with AWWP, reads her essay at Richmond Hill Library. 
Photo By Sarina Trangle

About 27 million passengers passed through LaGuardia Airport in 
2013, according to the Port Authority’s preliminary figures.

Rich Hill shares Afghan lit
Library reading series highlights women’s writings about gender 

Queens airports set  
records in 2013: PA

Continued on Page 41

Continued on Page 40
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens’ most notorious de-

veloper of 2013 made a sizable 
political contribution to the bor-
ough’s most ambitious, federally 
indicted politician of the year.

About a month after he raised 
the indignation of aerosol art lov-
ers everywhere by whitewashing 
the graffiti institution 5Pointz in 
Long Island City, owner/devel-
oper Jerry Wolkoff made a $10,000 
donation in December to the re-
election campaign of state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-St. Albans). 
Smith is facing federal charges 
accusing him of trying to bribe 
Republican leaders to endorse 
him in a long-shot bid for mayor. 

“I see Malcolm. I speak to 
him quite often. I believe in the 
guy,” Wolkoff said. “I know he 
might have a tough road ahead 
of him in this campaign, but I be-
lieve he’s good.”

Wolkoff, who lives in a 
5,700-square-foot abode on Quan-
tuck Bay in the tony village of 
Quogue in Southampton, L.I., 
regularly cuts checks to Suffolk 
County politicians on both sides 

of the aisle.
In Queens, he has contrib-

uted to former city Councilman 
Eric Gioia’s (D-Long Island City) 
campaign and in 2012 he donated 
$3,500 to Smith as he ran unop-
posed for a seventh term in the 
state Senate.

Wolkoff said he believes 
Smith to be innocent and would 
have voted for him for mayor 

because he thinks the southeast 
Queens Democrat is a business-
minded lawmaker who can spur 
job growth.

“I knew when I gave it to him 
that I’m going to be criticized, but 
if I believe in somebody, I’m going 
to back them,” he said.

Smith, a former real estate 
developer, pleaded not guilty in 
April after he was indicted on 

three federal counts of bribery, 
fraud and extortion for his alleged 
role in a scheme to steer state 
transportation funds to a Spring 
Valley development in exchange 
for Republican Party backing for 
his run for mayor.

Aside from Wolkoff’s $10,000 
contribution, the only other do-
nation in the most recent filing 
period since July was a $7,500 

check cut by longtime backer Da-
vid Mack, the state’s most recent 
campaign finance filing show.

Mack is a former Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority 
and Port Authority board mem-
ber who resigned in 2009 under 
political pressure from then-state 
Attorney General Andrew Cuomo 
and then-Gov. George Pataki after 
he failed to cooperate with an in-
vestigation into the State Police.

A self-financed $3,000 loan 
brought Smith’s war chest to a to-
tal of just over $23,000 in the most 
recent filings.

Smith faces potential chal-
lenges later this year from Mu-
nir Avery, a Democratic election 
lawyer from Hillcrest, and Clyde 
Vanel, an intellectual property 
attorney from Cambria Heights 
who has gained political steam 
in his past several runs at elected 
office.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

State Sen. Malcolm Smith (l.) received a $10,000 campaign contribution from 5Pointz owner Jerry Wolkoff. 
Photo by Chris Engelhardt

5Pointz owner cuts $10K check to Malcolm Smith

It’s not too late to apply 
 for the Spring Semester, 

  Classes start January 27
New & Transfer Students Welcome

Magazine Names

One of the Top 35 
   Music Business Programs 

     in the United States 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Glendale has escalated 
its fight against a proposed 
homeless shelter now that 
a new administration runs 
City Hall.

Community Board 5 
has established a special 
committee to review the 
city Department of Home-
less Service’s bid to open 
a 125-family, temporary 
housing facility at 78-16 
Cooper Ave., which once 
housed a sewing mill and 
airplane part manufactur-
ing plant.

DHS said it would 
invest in environmental 
studies if it reaches an 
agreement with Samaritan 
Village, a Queens-based 
human services organiza-
tion, to open and operate a 
shelter for five years on the 
site for no more than $27.5 
million. The department 
would present the contract 
to the city comptroller for 
approval if such tests prove 
the shelter could function 
in Glendale, according to 
Lisa Black, the DHS assis-
tant commissioner of gov-
ernment and community 
relations.

Several elected offi-
cials sent a letter to Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and new DHS 
Commissioner Gilbert Tay-
lor Jan. 8 outlining their 
opposition to the proposal. 
The note, signed by City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage), state Assemblymen 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) and Mike Miller (D-
Woodhaven) and U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
contended it would be wiser 
to invest in a location closer 
to subway lines, social ser-
vices and jobs. The vacant 
factory is about 1.3 miles 
from the M train.

“If one of the primary 
criteria for evaluating a 
particular proposal’s cost-

effectiveness correlates to 
the ability of the facility’s 
residents to quickly transi-
tion to permanent housing, 
we fail to see how develop-
ing a program at a location 
that is not conveniently 
accessible to basic public 
resources needed for a fam-
ily’s success can be classi-
fied in such a manner,” the 
letter said, adding that the 
shelter stay lengths have 
grown 16 percent in the 
past year. “We hope that, as 
a new administration, you 
will look to address that 
particular problem by un-
dertaking a comprehensive 
analysis of how all DHS 
operations have combined 
to create that very unfor-
tunate increase in turn-
around time for families in 
need.”

City officials and Sa-
maritan Village have pre-
viously argued the neigh-
borhood does not have a 
shelter and more facilities 
are needed in Queens as 
families struggle to find af-
fordable housing and battle 
foreclosures.

De Blasio’s team had 

not responded to the poli-
ticians by press time nor 
had the mayor’s office re-
sponded to a request for 
comment.

Meanwhile, CB 5 
Chairman Vincent Arcuri 
Jr. said the special com-
mittee plans to analyze 
how a shelter in Glendale 
would affect public trans-
portation, safety and local 
health-care services.

“We need to analyze 
the whole situation — the 
need for it, the site selec-
tion, everything,” Arcuri 
said. “It’s the veracity and 
the need — is warehousing 
families in large shelters 
the real way to take care of 
the homeless family prob-
lem?”

The committee com-
prises about a dozen com-
munity board members 
with representation from 
nine committee chairs and 
members of the executive 
committee, Arcuri said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Elected officials and Community Board 5 continue to fight a pro-
posal to create a homeless shelter in Glendale.

CB 5 forms committee
to analyze shelter plan

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

CARING FOR CATS
No matter what you may think of cats, the disappear-

ance of dozens of strays in Astoria over the last few weeks 
should be cause for concern.

Someone or multiple individuals apparently decided 
stray cats are a nuisance and should be removed from city 
streets anyway possible.

One neighborhood cat lover said she discovered two 
open cans of tuna floating in antifreeze left as a deadly 
trap for a couple of hungry strays.

A group of neighbors along 24th Street in Ditmars 
have shared the responsibilities of caring for a colony of 
eight feral cats since 2008 and have seen the animals disap-
pear one by one, leaving a lone survivor.

Other cat foster parents have experienced the same 
thing and have reported that strays they once tended to 
have vanished from their usual haunts.

The problem has been exasperated with changes at 
the ASPCA that went into effect Jan. 1.

Lacking the necessary manpower to investigate ev-
ery report of animal abuse, the ASPCA’s Humane Law 
Enforcement Unit transferred most of its cases over to the 
NYPD, the argument being the city’s police force spread 
across 77 precincts can better respond to and resolve is-
sues involving animal cruelty.

Astorians worried about the missing cats, however, 
believe the police have not made these cases a priority.

Granted, in the grand scheme of all that is wrong 
with the city, missing homeless cats don’t rise to the level 
of emergency.

Of course, one solution to the missing feral cat prob-
lem would be to ensure that residents spay and neuter 
their pets, especially ones that spend time outdoors. And 
residents who volunteer to feed and care for homeless ani-
mals should think about doing the same thing to the colo-
nies that set up homes in their yards.

Decrease the number of feral kittens born and you re-
duce the number of wild cats that go missing.

But the problem should not be allowed to spread be-
yond the feline population. By spring, the street posts 
around the borough might become filled with lost dog no-
tices. And once the culprits grow tired of torturing ani-
mals, they could easily shift to hurting people.

Cruelty to animals should be and is a felony. Kidnap-
ping, poisoning or even killing a stray because it knocks 
over your garbage cans or keeps you up at night howling 
for a possible mate is not the way to deal with the prob-
lem.

Instead, contact Neighborhood Cats, at neighborhood-
cats.org, to learn how to deal with unwanted strays.

Some people blind to truth about the poor

M
y letters seem to 
have perturbed 
and provoked 
some readers into 

a mean-spirited frenzy of 
ad hominem attacks.

Some writers, in their 
expressions of compassion 
for the poor and need for 
a coercive beneficent gov-
ernment, implied that my 
concern for personal free-

doms and liberty conjured 
up spirits of Somalian war-
lords and proponents of 
slavery and child labor.

In their lexicon, com-
passion is defined as confis-
cation and redistribution of 
other people’s money. They 
assuage their guilt by vili-
fying those who do not em-
brace and succumb to their 
enforced benevolence. This 

is the height of arrogance 
and discourtesy as well as 
a symptom of liberalism.

An honest, informed 
and dispassionate exami-
nation of the inequities 
and injustices cited by the 
writers would reveal that 
the government, of which 
they are so enamored, in-
stigated, created, regulated 
and benefited from the poli-

cies and conditions they so 
abhor.

It would be futile to 
quote and reference the U.S. 
Constitution for obvious 
reasons. Rational debate is 
not possible in a world of 
the intellectually dishonest 
and uninformed.

Ed Konecnik
Flushing
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M
any thanks to 
T i m e s L e d g e r 
Newspapers for 
issuing a correc-

tion to Tom Allon’s Jan. 3-9 
column and clarifying that 
books are central to the 
design and programming 
of the New York Public Li-
brary’s new branch on 53rd 
Street in Manhattan.

The new library — 
which will be one of the 
largest branches in the 

NYPL system — will in-
deed have a robust circulat-
ing collection of books and 
other materials available 
for checkout by users.

More broadly, public 
space at NYPL is increas-
ing. Last month, NYPL 
opened our sixth new 
branch since 2005 in Mari-
ners Harbor, S.I., setting a 
new high water mark for 
the number of branches in 
our network, at 88.

Most importantly, we 
agree with Allon that the 
future of our city demands 
all of New York’s neighbor-
hoods have strong branch 
libraries.

Ken Weine
Vice President of 
Communications

New York Public Library
Manhattan

Realtor wrong to remove trees 
from the landmark Klein Farm

T
he reporting of the 
blatant cutting and 
removal of several 
veteran shade trees 

by Audrey Realty on the 
landmarked Klein Farm is 
troubling.

It is another incident 
where, despite the laws that 
exist in its various contexts 
to protect and preserve 
large shade trees in the 
public sphere, tree owners 
defy the law. This is be-
cause there are many who 
see no value in large, estab-

lished shade trees.
But large trees and 

their canopies provide im-
mense environmental, 
social and human health 
benefits and thereby have 
significant monetary val-
ue. Depending on health 
and condition, historic 
trees inhabiting historic 
properties can be valued 
in the tens of thousands of 
dollars, adding much to the 
overall property value un-
realized by Audrey Realty.

Supporters of the farm 

and their legal team should 
make sure that full tree res-
titution is established and 
presented to the city Envi-
ronmental Control Board. 
The slap-on-the-wrist sum-
monses issued by the ECB 
are trivial to the greater 
monetary cost of those 
trees now lost to the com-
munity.

Carsten Glaeser
Kissena Park Charter schools take public money

C
harter schools can-
not have it both 
ways. They should 
either stop their 

false claim that they are 
public schools or stop their 
false claim that as private 
entities they are beyond 
judicial reach. They should 
step up to the plate and stop 
dodging state Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli’s finan-
cial audit of charters.

Charter schools de-
pend on public money as the 
primary source for their 
funding, but they luxuriate 
in their imagined immu-
nity from the oversight that 
governs and sheds light on 

the operations of true pub-
lic schools. Most readers 
are hardworking, tax-pay-
ing people who have every 
right to be aware of and the 
duty to question the astro-
nomical “management fee” 
profits of charter schools 
that are being underwritten 
by their blood and sweat. 
Profit is not a dirty word, 
but when charter schools 
end the year with millions 
of dollars of largess, an in-
quiry is in order.

The comptroller is no 
patsy. He is a watchdog for 
us New Yorkers. His job 
is to prevent the extrava-
gant waste of your readers’ 

money. His lawsuit, which 
a charter school is bitterly 
disputing, is a fight against 
“public funding without 
any real accountability to 
the public.”

Not all fans of charter 
schools are zealots with an 
infinite capacity for excuse-
making and evasion of re-
sponsibility for the toll of 
their mischief. Let unvar-
nished truth about charter 
schools emerge from an 
unhindered and impartial 
court action.

Ron Isaac
Bayside

New mayor develops blemish 
with Mark-Viverito as speaker

T
he people are best 
served when govern-
ment operates with 
checks and balances.

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
engineering of City Coun-
cilwoman Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) as 
speaker tarnishes his repu-

tation as a liberal and is an 
inauspicious beginning to 
his mayoralty (“Boro Coun-
cil members back Mark-
Viverito as speaker,” Jan. 
10-16).

Nor does it say much 
for the Council members 
who went along with this 

infraction of democratic 
principles, but given its his-
tory of mediocrity, it comes 
as no surprise.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

People always make things out 
to be bigger than they really are

S
o many letter writers 
continually want to 
bring up the Beng-
hazi “scandal” in-

stead of admitting that the 
puff of smoke they see in 
front of their eyes is actu-
ally New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie’s chances of ever 
living in the White House 
going up in smoke.

Want to discuss Beng-
hazi? Let’s do just that. 
Security was insufficient? 
Perhaps funding could 
have been increased, but 
Republicans cut embassy 
security funding by $128 
million in 2011 and $331 
million in 2012.

Then-U.S. Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton 

warned that the Republi-
can cuts to her department 
would be “detrimental to 
America’s national secu-
rity,” but Republicans dis-
agreed.

End of discussion.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

New library site will circulate books
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F
our years ago, a devel-
oper bought a lot on 
Union Turnpike near 
the old St. Joseph’s 

Hospital with a zoning of 
R3-2, which permits houses 
or low-rise attached hous-
es. Wanting to make more 
money by building higher, 
the builder proposed a zon-
ing change so a four-floor 
building as tall as 40 feet 
with apartments above and 
stores below could be built. 
Civic association leaders, 
always wary of zoning 
changes, higher buildings 
and increased traffic and 
congestion, opposed this 
proposal.

With the help of a facil-
itator law firm, a plan was 
hatched to set up a scare 
tactic to get the desired zon-
ing change. Using the com-
munity facilities rules of 
the city Zoning Resolution, 
plans for a 10-story commu-
nity facility shaped like a 
pyramid were presented. A 
community facility can be 
built “as of right,” since it 
is for the benefit of the com-
munity at large.

Community facilities 
can be hospitals, medical 
offices, houses of worship, 
group homes, schools and 
other buildings. The reason 
civic association leaders of-
ten oppose community fa-
cilities is that they are built 
in residential neighbor-
hoods, can be larger than 
the surrounding houses 
with cars using these fa-
cilities disrupting nearby 
homeowners by taking 

up parking spaces, block 
driveways and increase 
traffic and pollution.

The legal facilitator 
and the developer then 
talked about the 10-story 
building they could build 
if they did not get the four-
story building they wanted 
and went to all the neigh-
bors with this scare tac-
tic. Not surprisingly, the 
nearby residents came to 
Community Board 8 to say 
they wanted the smaller 
building, which is what the 
developer wanted in the 
first place.

What the residents did 
not know was that this pro-
posed 10-story community 
facility could only have 
medical- or community 
facility-type offices, since 
it would be a community fa-
cility and could not be rent-
ed out for plain commercial 
uses if medical uses were 

not found. People did not 
know there is not that much 
demand for medical space 
in this part of Queens.

The vote for the small-
er building at CB 8 was 17-
14.

This issue is being 
mentioned because people 
buy homes in a community, 
even if they do not know the 
zoning, but they do know 
they want certain types of 
buildings in their neigh-
borhood with adequate 
parking, lighting and air, 
trees, lawns and ambience. 
When builders buy proper-
ties and ask for a zoning 
change or a variance for 
their properties’ zoning, 
they can change the quali-
ty of life in a neighborhood, 
which residents did not de-

sire when they moved into 
the neighborhood.

The word “variance” 
was just used. It means an 
owner of a property can 
have the zoning changed 
for some economic hard-
ship. Builders will often 
buy a property they know 
can only have a building of 
a limited size, then ask for 
a variance to the zoning to 
build a bigger property us-
ing the excuse that they are 
losing money.

A five-member body 
appointed by the mayor, 
the city Board of Standards 
and Appeals has the right 
to grant a variance to a 
property so a bigger build-
ing can be built. Builders 
employ a facilitator to go to 
the BSA to get variances for 

their properties. Too often 
the BSA grants variances 
against the wishes of civic 
or block associations. We 
will see who the new mayor 
appoints to the BSA.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The new adminis-
tration did good in dealing 
with Hercules, the name 
given to our first snow-
storm, with up to 11 inches 
in some part of Queens. The 
new city schools chancellor 
even made the call to close 
schools at 4 a.m. so teachers 
who had a long trip from 
home to school did not start 
out.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: Too many people 
are doing illegal things. 
More than 100 city work-
ers have been charged with 
grand larceny for faking 
disability claims.

Developers ruin neighborhoods’ inherent nature

De Blasio joins ranks with Clinton as master tactician

O
nce upon a time, not 
too long ago, poli-
tics was considered 
an honorable pro-

fession where high-minded 
people toiled to serve the 
public.

Today, there are still 
many elected leaders who 
go into politics for the right 
reasons and go on to accom-
plish significant reforms 
that help society.

Then-President Bill 
Clinton helped balance our 
nation’s budget, cut crime 
dramatically and achieved 
significant welfare re-
forms, the latter two hav-
ing a lasting impact on our 
society. He presided over 
the greatest economic boom 
and longest period of peace 

in our nation’s history.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

accomplished a lot in his 
first few years in office, 
fixing the state’s budget 
woes, overseeing the pas-
sage of a long-overdue mar-
riage equality act, achiev-
ing significant gun reform 
policies and now investing 
more in education.

Clinton and Cuomo are 
master tacticians and who 
know how to twist an arm 
or throw an elbow to carry 
out their goals and agenda. 
Both work well behind the 
scenes in the backroom 
dealings that produce con-
sensus for their agendas. 
The all-time aficionado 
of political coercion, ex-
President Lyndon Baines 
Johnson, paved the way for 
this muscular type of gov-
erning.

Here in the tri-state 
area, we recently witnessed 
two ends of the spectrum: 
one flawed form of muscu-
lar politics led to a scandal, 

and another case led to a 
victory in forming a team 
of like-minded city leaders.

In New Jersey, we have 
seen the saga of “Bridge-
gate” and the stunningly 
stupid shenanigans of Gov. 
Chris Christie’s inner cir-
cle. As an example of “pow-
er corrupts and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely,” 
we see how petty revenge 
and a feeling of invulnera-
bility can lead some to per-
petrate stupid actions.

Whether Christie’s 
long and dramatic apol-
ogy will save his political 

career remains to be seen. 
If he knew, he’s toast; if he 
didn’t know, as he claims, 
then one has to question 
whether he has the manage-
ment talent to even contem-
plate a run for president.

Over the river, we re-
cently witnessed a tectonic 
shift in the power grid 
when Mayor Bill de Blasio 
outmaneuvered the bor-
ough party bosses and got 
his favored candidate, City 
Councilwoman Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhat-
tan), elected as Council 
speaker, the second most-

powerful office in city gov-
ernment.

Some protested that 
the mayor should not have 
interfered in this process, 
but those critics forget that 
politics is a blood sport and 
every leader should do what 
they can to get their allies 
in positions of power.

De Blasio, like his pre-
decessor Mike Bloomberg, 
now has a close ally head-
ing up the Council, and this 
will make it much easier 
for him to implement his 
agenda of bridging the in-
equality divide.

Mark-Viverito is a 
smart, determined and 
ideologically compatible 
partner for the next four 
years, and we’ll see how 
much she can help de Bla-
sio make New York a suc-
cessful liberal experiment 
for the rest of our country 
and the wider world.

The lesson in all this: 
Fight hard, fight fair and 
then things will probably 
start falling into place to 
implement your agenda. 
The great leaders don’t lose 
sight of this.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

The BSA often sides with developers.

Here in the tri-state area, we recently witnessed two ends of 
the spectrum: one fl awed form of muscular politics led to a 
scandal, and another case led to a victory in forming a team 

of like-minded city leaders.

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Bob
Harris

■
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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(Elmhurst, NY – January 8, 2013) 
New York City Health and Hospitals Cor-

poration (HHC) President Alan D. Aviles 
today announced that Christopher D. Con-
stantino, Executive Director of Elmhurst 
Hospital Center (EHC), has been named Se-
nior Vice President of the Queens Health Net-
work, a public healthcare organization that 
includes Elmhurst Hospital Center, Queens 
Hospital Center, and several primary care 
clinics that serve patients throughout New 
York City’s most ethnically diverse borough.  
Mr. Constantino will retain his position at 
Elmhurst.

“Chris brings to the position of Senior 
Vice President of the Queens Health Net-
work a wealth of leadership experience and 
an impressive record of achievement within 
the field of healthcare,” said Mr. Aviles.  “As 
Executive Director of Elmhurst Hospital 
Center, he has led one of New York City’s 
busiest hospitals for nearly a decade and 
has motivated staff to consistently strive for 
excellence.  I am confident that he will con-
tinue that effort in his new role.”    

Constantino, who began his career with 
HHC in 1981, has held a series of leadership 
positions at both Elmhurst and Queens Hos-
pitals.  He first served as Associate Director 
of Support Services/Materiel Management 
at Queens Hospital Center, where he was 
administratively responsible for a number 
of important services. In 1984, in recogni-
tion of his fiscal management abilities, he 
was named Associate Director of Budget 
at Elmhurst Hospital Center. Constantino 
eventually rose to become Elmhurst Hos-
pital Center’s Chief Operating Officer and 
spearheaded initiatives that modernized the 
hospital’s healthcare delivery system by in-
creasing revenue and streamlining costs.  

He became Elmhurst Hospital Center’s 
Executive Director in 2005, and in that posi-
tion instituted programs to improve emer-
gency preparedness and financial man-
agement. He also oversaw several capital 
expansion projects, including the building 
of The Hope Pavilion Cancer Center, the con-
struction of the soon-to-be completed Wom-
en’s Healthcare Services Pavilion, and an 
ongoing renovation of the hospital’s Emer-
gency Department.

“I’m very excited about the opportuni-

ty to lead the Queens Health Network as it 
strives to improve the way we provide medi-
cal care and enhance and expand access to 
quality, patient-centered healthcare services 
throughout the borough,” said Mr. Constan-
tino.  “Both Queens and Elmhurst Hospitals 
serve unique, vibrant communities and I 
look forward to working with the staff to ful-
fill this important mission.”

Constantino, who grew up in Astoria, 
Queens has a Masters of Public Administra-
tion in Hospital Administration from New 
York University, and sits on the Executive 
Board of HealthFirst and the Board of St 
Michael’s Home for the Elderly in Yonkers.  
He is also a Board Member of SHAREing 
and CAREing, a Queens-based breast cancer 
support and advocacy group, and is an avid 
supporter of the American Cancer Society’s 
“Making Strides Against Breast Cancer” 
initiative.  He currently serves as a Manage-
ment Fellow for the National Association 
of Public Hospitals and as a member of the 
American College of Healthcare Executives. 

About The Queens Health 
Network

The Queens Health Network is com-
prised of two acute care facilities, Elmhurst 
Hospital Center and Queens Hospital Center, 
fifteen extension clinics, and five school-
based programs.

Elmhurst Hospital Center is the major 
tertiary care provider in the borough of 
Queens.  The hospital is comprised of 545 
beds and is a Level 1 Trauma Center, an 
Emergency Heart Care Station and a 911-Re-
ceiving Hospital.  It is a premiere health care 
organization for key areas such as Surgery, 
Cardiology, Women’s Health, Pediatrics, Re-
habilitation Medicine, and Renal and Mental 
Health Services.  

Queens Hospital Center is a major health-
care provider in the borough of Queens.  
Newly modernized – the result of a four-
year, $149 million capital project – the hos-
pital encompasses 360,000 square feet, with 
301 licensed beds, spacious ambulatory care 
suites featuring both primary and specialty 
services, and cutting-edge equipment.  It also 
houses four Centers of Excellence, in cancer 
care, diabetes management, women’s health, 
and behavioral health.

About HHC
The New York City Health and Hospi-

tals Corporation (HHC) is a $6.7 billion inte-
grated healthcare delivery system with its 
own 420,000 member health plan, MetroPlus, 
and is the largest municipal healthcare or-
ganization in the country. HHC serves 1.4 
million New Yorkers every year and more 
than 475,000 are uninsured. HHC provides 
medical, mental health and substance abuse 
services through its 11 acute care hospitals, 
four skilled nursing facilities, six large diag-
nostic and treatment centers and more than 
70 community based clinics. HHC Health and 
Home Care also provides in-home services 
for New Yorkers. HHC was the 2008 recipient 
of the National Quality Forum and The Joint 
Commission’s John M. Eisenberg Award for 
Innovation in Patient Safety and Quality. 

For more information, visit www.nyc.gov/
hhc or find us on facebook.com/nycHHC or 
twitter.com/HHCnyc.

Christopher D. Constantino 
named Senior Vice President of 

The Queens Health Network

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

City Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña has an 
open invitation to assess 
the trailers slated to serve 
as classrooms for Rich-
mond Hill High School 
freshmen next fall.

Vishnu Mahadeo, pres-
ident of the high school Par-
ent-Teacher Association, 
said he has called Fariña 
several times since she was 
appointed to lead the city 
Department of Education 
late last month, but has not 
heard back yet.

Richmond Hill parents 
hope to convince the new 
administration to reverse 
the DOE’s plans to open a 
new high school in Rich-
mond Hill’s annex and relo-
cate freshman classes cur-
rently taught at the church 
into trailers on the main 
campus, Mahadeo said.

But the PTA president 
said many of the aides and 
staffers who advised former 
Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott report to Fariña, 
so they want to make their 
case directly to her.

“Right now there is no 
mechanism for the chan-
cellor to get a true picture 
of the changes the BOE has 
planned,” Mahadeo said. 
“She needs to be in dia-
logue and make sure our 
voices are heard and are 
incorporated.”

The DOE did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment on Fariña’s behalf.

The city Panel for Edu-
cational Policy voted in 
favor of creating dozens of 
new charter schools and co-
locating many of the new in-
stitutions inside the build-
ings of other schools before 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
left office. Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, then a candidate for 
the executive office, said he 
would review all proposals 
approved by the PEP.

De Blasio’s office did 
not respond to a request for 
comment before deadline.

Dmytro Fedkowskyj, 
formerly Queens’ represen-
tative to the PEP, said he 
thought it was possible that 
the new administration 

would alter the plans.
“From a legality stand-

point, I don’t know how that 
would work. If the panel 
has to vote to change it or if 
the mayor and the chancel-
lor can just carry it out,” he 
said. “If it’s wrong and the 
new powers that be see it 
that way, I imagine there’s 
a very good chance of it re-
versing itself.”

For years, Mahadeo 
said staff and students at 
Richmond Hill contended 
with packed classrooms. 
Charles DiBenedetto, an 
English teacher and the 
school’s United Federation 
of Teachers chapter leader, 
said Richmond Hill was 
one of the first campuses 
to receive trailers. A dozen 
years later, he said the four 
mobile units have grown to 
22.

The city School Con-
struction Authority classi-
fied the high school as op-
erating at 171 percent of its 
target capacity in its 2012-
13 Enrollment, Capacity 
and Utilization report. The 
DOE then opened up an an-
nex in the former St. Bene-
dict Joseph Labre Catholic 
School, at 94-25 117th St., 
this fall, where Mahadeo 
said close to 500 freshmen 
attend class.

But this November 
the PEP decided Richmond 
Hill’s status as a persistent-
ly lowest achieving school 
merited a new approach 
and sought to decrease 
the high school’s enroll-
ment by about 25 percent 
over four years and open a 
new district high school in 
the annex. This would al-
low Richmond Hill staff to 
focus more on every indi-
vidual student while giving 
families a new educational 
option, the DOE argued 
in its educational impact 
statement on the plan.

Parents and teachers 
disagreed. DiBenedetto said 
the school was concerned 
the move would flood the 
main campus, at 89-30 114th 
St., with students and dis-
mantle a forensics program 
that has proved popular. It 
may also force the interna-

Richmond Hill PTA
asks Fariña for help
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����(877) 786-6560

SECURE A GREAT SAVINGS RATE!
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�

  Savings 
Made Possible.

Minimum balance to open is $500

Minimum balance to earn interest is $500

1.01%APY1

14 MONTH CD

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of publication date and is subject to change without notice. 
he interest rate remains ��ed until maturit�. he minimum balance to open the promotional �� and earn 
interest is $500. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. Fees could reduce earnings. The 
promotional �� must be opened with new money not currently on deposit with the �an�. Ad�antage �an�ing 
customers who open the promotional �� and meet the abo�e re�uirements will recei�e the stated APY and 
will not recei�e the additional APY increase as part of their Ad�antage �an�ing �elationship pac�age. Please 
as� a ban� representati�e for full terms and conditions. �ffer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the ban� 
at any time. The ban� is not responsible for typographical errors.

Continued on Page 42
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Corona celebrates Three Kings Day
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 
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A Winning Combination!

PLAY. DINE. UNWIND.
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Scan For Gaming Info

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Two men were killed 

in Queens Village last week 
in separate incidents.

No charges have been 
filed after a love-spurned 
retired correction officer 
was shot dead by his ex-
girlfriend’s new lover in 
Queens Village last week, 
although authorities said 
they were continuing to in-
vestigate.

Police said former city 
Department of Correction 
Officer Jeffrey Ragland, 
50, was armed when he 
was fatally shot Dec. 10 in 
the driveway of a home on 
108th Avenue. Several news 
reports have identified the 
suspected shooter as cur-
rent DOC officer Oneil Lin-
ton, 36, but the NYPD said 
no arrests have been made 
in the incident.

A spokeswoman for the 

Queens district attorney’s 
office would only say that 
as of Tuesday no charges 
had been filed.

“We don’t comment on 
investigations,” the spokes-
woman said.

According to the re-
ports, Ragland had in the 
past been romantically in-
volved with Linton’s girl-
friend, 33-year-old Salees 
Sales, also a DOC guard.

Ragland, who lived in 
Jamaica, drove his silver-
colored SUV to Linton’s 
home where he and Sales 
had apparently spent the 
night.

The couple walked out 
the front door to go to work, 
and as they turned separate 
ways to head to their cars, 
Ragland approached Sales 
and began arguing with 
her, according to reports.

The argument turned 
physical when Ragland 

started punching the wom-
an, according to the New 
York Post. 

That was when Lin-
ton got involved, getting 
out of his car and pushing 
Ragland to the ground, the 
paper reported, citing an 
anonymous source.

Ragland reached for 
his gun and that was when 
Linton allegedly drew his 
weapon and opened fired, 
according to the Post.

Police said when they 
arrived around 4:30 a.m., 
Ragland was taken to Long 
Island Jewish Hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead.

In a separate incident, 
police were investigating a 
ground-floor office on Ja-
maica Avenue in Queens 
Village last Thursday 
where Earl Jackson, 30, 
had been killed the night 
before.

BY BILL PARRY
 
Studio Square in Long 

Island City will kick off 
Super Bowl week with Tail-
gate 48 Jan. 26.

The biggest tailgate 
party of the year will be 
hosted by Food Network 
chef Robert Irvine and ce-
lebrity meat purveyor Pat 
LaFrieda.

“Why should Manhat-
tan get all the events for Su-
per Bowl LXVIII?” Studio 
Square Marketing Chief 
Pete Mason asked. “What 
we’re trying to do is bring a 
piece of it to Queens.”

With outdoor seating 
for 1,300 and another 500 
indoors, Studio Square at 
35-33 36th St. has plenty of 
room for football fans, cor-
porate types flying in for 
the game and media per-
sonalities in town the day 

before Media Day.
The massive event 

space will host an all-you-
can-eat party from 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. with an open bar 
with live entertainment. 
The 30,000-square-foot, cob-
ble stone beer garden will 
be covered by a heated tent 
with classic football clips 
showing on the 10-foot-by-
16-foot HD video screen. Ir-
vine and LaFrieda will help 
serve up a gourmet twist on 
game day cuisine with An-
douille sausage corn dogs, 
bratwurst sliders with pop-
py and mustard sauerkraut 
and special buffalo chicken 
wings.

Tickets are $125 with 
VIP tickets available for 
$175. The VIP tickets in-
clude a meet-and-greet and 
photos with Irvine and 
LaFrieda as well as custom-
designed Tailgate 48 throw-

back football jerseys. All 
the proceeds go to military-
based charities, The Gary 
Sinise Foundation and the 
Armed Forces Foundation.

“Pat is a huge sup-
porter of the Armed Forces 
Fund because it helps vet-
erans get housing and jobs, 
Robert supports the Sinise 
Fund because they help 
soldiers that were trauma-
tized by war like Sinise’s 
character Sgt. Dan in the 
movie ‘Forrest Gump,’” 
Mason said.

He added that the vet-
eran causes mean a lot in 
Queens because the bor-
ough has one of the highest 
enlistment rates in the na-
tion.

“The wars might be 
over in the political arena, 
but there’s still plenty of 
work to do in the support of 
our troops,” Mason said.

Studio Square  in LIC hosts
kickoff for Super Bowl week

Separate shootings leave
two dead in Qns. Village

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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www.nycpba.org

Photo courtesy of the archives of the Police Athletic League of New York City.

Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531

Patrick J. Lynch, Presidentof the City of New York
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Photos by Ken Maldonado and Walter Karling

Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Ken Maldonado
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Nursery, Pre-K Half Day and All Day Programs
Kindergarten through Grade 8

Computer Room with Internet Access and iPads
Art, Music, Gym and Foreign Language Classes

Interactive Whiteboards in all Homerooms
After School Clubs

Before-School Program starting at 7:15 AM
After-School Program until 6:00 PM

Join us in Celebrating
Catholic Schools Week

 
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 26, 2014, 10:30 AM–12:30 PM
“Come have a cup of coffee at our hospitality table.”

 
OPEN SCHOOL

Monday, January 27, 2014
Pre-K Half Day Open House 9:00–9:30 AM

Nursery Open House 1:00–1:30 PM
Wednesday, January 29, 2014

O.L.B.S. Grandparents’ Day Open House
9:30–10:00 AM

Thursday, January 30, 2014
Pre-K All Day and Grades K–8
Open House 9:00–10:00 AM

 
REGISTRATION DAYS FOR THE 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR

January 27, 28 and 30, 2014: 7:30 AM–2:00 PM
January 29, 2014: 7:30 AM–1:00 PM

January 31, 2014: 7:30–11:00 AM

 “Accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools”

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT SCHOOL

34-45 202 Street, Bayside, NY 11361

Mrs. Joan Kane, Principal
Holy Cross High School, a Catholic Col-

lege Preparatory School in Queens, New 
York, educates the hearts and minds of young 
men following the educational and spiri-
tual vision of Blessed Father Basil Moreau, 
founder of the Congregation of Holy Cross. 

Holy Cross embraces students who reflect 
social and economic diversity. The school 
strives to instill within each student a desire 
to identify and fully develop his talents while 
pursuing excellence in all his endeavors. 

Holy Cross varied academic programs 
and activities nurture and promote spiri-
tual, intellectual, creative, social and psy-
chological growth and development. The 
ultimate goal is the formation of “The Holy 
Cross Man.” 

Holy Cross High School, sponsored by the 
congregation of Holy Cross, demonstrates and 
teaches in the Catholic tradition. We believe 
this requires each person to recognize his 
need for the following: spirituality centered in 
Christ; a developed intellect; emotional, phys-
ical and social maturity; and an understand-
ing of the Christian truth of each persons de-
veloping relationship to other persons. 

The faculty and staff, administration 
and board of directors are dedicated to the 
spiritual development of young men who are 

moral, courageous and of service to others. 
We recognize that a student’s education and 
development are reinforced by his active 
participation in the school, the community 
and his place of worship. Civic and moral re-
sponsibility are exemplified and promoted. 

The curriculum of Holy Cross High 
School is designed to stimulate interest, in-
tellectual curiosity and creativity. We strive 
to develop each student’s innate capacity for 
independent decision making, good judg-
ment and respect for others. 

It is through the integration of these spir-
itual and human potentials that a student 
will be capable of enjoying, contributing 
to and appreciating life and embracing the 
eternal God. 

Our philosophy is rooted in the vision of 
our founder, Blessed Basil Moreau and in the 
200 year old tradition of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross. We are part of network of Holy 
Cross education in the United States, which 
includes three universities, two colleges and 
14 secondary schools. If you find yourself 
on the campus of the University of Notre 
Dame or in the hallway of Holy Cross High 
School, Flushing, the characteristics of a 
Holy Cross education remain the same. Visit  
www.holy-crosshs.org or call (718) 886-7250.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Holy Cross High School  
To Know, to Love, to Serve 

Educating the  
Hearts and Minds  

of Young Men 
for Leadership,  

Service,  
and Success

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Mr. Joseph Giannuzzi,
Vice President - Admissions Director

718-886-7250 ext. 558
718-886-7257 (fax)
admissions@holycrosshs.org

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard
Flushing, New York, 11358
www.holycrosshs.org
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

SACRED HEART SCHOOL
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service

Registration Dates: 
Sunday, January 26th: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Monday, January 27th – Friday, January 31st – 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 28th:  7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart Offers:

Science Lab, Computer Lab (43 new laptops and 30 iPads), SMART BOARDS in grades 1-8 and one in the Computer lab, foreign language, 
automated library, art classes, music classes, band program, physical education, remediation class, guidance program, student council 
activities, across-grade levels buddy program, two year-old program, extra-curricular programs, students prepared for Math 9 and Earth 
Science Regents, extensive service program, participation in spiritual activities, involvement in Parish scouting and sports programs.

 

Come visit ; we look forward to telling you about our successes!
MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION ACCREDITATION

NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATION ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

 Principal

ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL

6100 Francis Lewis Blvd. Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 (718) 423-8810  www.sfponline.org        

ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Come take a look

Tours available 
days, nights & weekends.

Buddy Days available 
For more information visit

www.sfponline.org



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. 
^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. 
^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 1

7-
23

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

28

TL

BY SARINA TRANGLE

District Manager Mary 
Ann Carey announced at 
the Jan. 14 Community 
Board 9 meeting that she 
felt harassed by the board 
chairman following a poor 
performance review and 
had contacted her union.

Carey said CB 9 Chair-
man James Coccovillo pre-
sented her with an evalua-
tion that indicated she was 
failing in all listed catego-
ries.

“I’m not going to go 
into the reading of the cat-
egories, but they talk about 
I do not meet the standards, 
I don’t oversee the bud-
gets, there’s a whole slew, 
a whole report here,” she 
said. “I didn’t sign it and I 
don’t agree with it.”

The district manager 
went on to say she and 
other CB 9 staff think Coc-
covillo has created a stress-
ful work environment.

“He sits in the office. 

We can’t get our work done. 
We feel threatened ... it’s 
getting to the point where 
it’s really a problem,” Carey 
said. “He says something to 
me and then when I talk to 
him about it, he’ll say, ‘No, I 
never said that.’”

Coccovillo, who was 
not at the meeting because 
of a health-related matter, 
wrote in an email that he 
was not aware of any com-
plaints made against him 
by office staff.

“It is an internal CB 9 
board matter,” Coccovillo 
said. “The act of addressing 
internal issues in a public 
forum is unprofessional 
and damaging to the integ-
rity of the board and needs 
to be addressed by the bor-
ough president’s office.” 

Carey said she had 
contacted representatives 
from her union and was 
awaiting a response.

“I have sat back and 
tried not to bring this to 
the public’s attention,” she 

said. “But it’s not fair be-
cause we’ve worked here a 
long time, all of us.”

CB 9 minutes show the 
board entered into an ex-
ecutive session at its June 
meeting to discuss Carey. 

Of the 46 members present, 
42 voted in favor of putting 
her on a six-month proba-
tion period with an evalua-
tion system and training.

During the September 
CB 9 meeting, Coccovillo 

announced the board had 
established an ad hoc com-
mittee to clarify the district 
manager’s responsibilities, 
according to meeting min-
utes. The chairman said 
Carey was evaluated Aug. 
29 and placed on a proba-
tion period, effective Aug. 
30. The minutes state Carey 
was slated to receive a re-
view in three months.

John Carter explained 
that the ad hoc committee 
had created a job descrip-
tion and an evaluation tool 
for the district manager 
position, but would not be 
responsible for doing the 
performance review.

According to meeting 
minutes, Carey said in Sep-
tember that she felt the ad 
hoc committee’s guidelines 
were “very fair.”

CB 9 First Vice Chair-
man Ivan Mrakovcic, who 
ran the recent CB 9 meeting 
in the chairman’s absence, 
advised Carey to try to keep 
personnel matters private.

“I have conversations 
with James also and, some-
times, he’s a better talker 
than a listener,” Mrakovcic 
said. “We would have oper-
ated much smoother at the 
tail end of last year had we 
kept ... personal employee 
matters out of the public 
realm.”

This winter, CB 9 vot-
ed to retain Sam Esposito, a 
longtime member, after he 
was accused of making an-
ti-Semitic remarks to three 
board members.

The three board mem-
bers requested Esposito’s 
removal after they said he 
sent an e-mail criticizing 
them for complaining that 
food served at a meeting 
was “not kosher enough.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

YOU MAY 
QUALIFY FOR AN 
INVESTIGATIONAL 
FLU STUDY  
NEAR YOU.

ARE YOU EXPERIENCING:
Fever?
Cough, Sore Throat or Nasal Obstruction?
Fatigue, Headache, Muscle Pain?

www.InfluenceStudy.com
Participants will be compensated for time and travel.

A GLOBAL
FLU STUDY

CALL

646-361-4059

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
Community newspapers.

-Weekly Bannered directory
-Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

M E DICAL  RE SEARCH  GUIDE

Community Board 9 District Manager Mary Ann Carey (c.) says she 
feels harassed by the board’s chairman. Photo by Sarina Trangle

CB 9 district manager says chair harasses staff

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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68-02 Metropolitan Avenue • Middle Village, NY 11379
CK CAMPUS 718•366•7400

The Board of Trustees of
Christ the King High School

along with the Administration & Faculty is proud to announce over

$544,000
in scholarships

have been awarded to the Class of 2018

Congratulations! 

Jan. 15th thru Feb.12th
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Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman • Michael W. Michel, President • Peter J. Mannarino, Principal
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If you missed the TACHS exam,
take the CK Admission Test

Limited Space Available for 
Upper Classman Transfers

$50Cost

To register for 
exam call ext. 240

Exam Date: Monday, February 10th • 6PM 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A bar whose neigh-
bors have complained for 
years that its patrons have 
wreaked havoc  on Kew 
Gardens Hills residents 
came one step closer to los-
ing its liquor license Mon-
day night.

Community Board 
8’s Liquor Licensing Com-
mittee voted unanimously 
against supporting the 
renewal of Cheap Shots’ li-
cense.

Residents said the 
bar’s unruly clientele has 
been causing problems 
for the community since 
it opened, at 149-05  Union 
Turnpike in 2010.

“Most nights are filled 
with screaming, street 
brawling, cursing, the most 
vile language imaginable, 
extremely violent behavior, 
vomiting and public uri-
nation on the streets. It’s 
been horrific,” said Monica 
Weiss, a Kew Gardens Hills 

resident who has lived in 
the neighborhood for 30 
years.

The drunken debauch-
ery that residents said 
spills into the neighbor-
hood in the early hours has 
gradually been escalating 
throughout the years. More 
than 200 neighbors signed a 
petition that Weiss recently 
submitted to the state Li-
quor Authority to express 
the community’s frustra-
tion.

“It’s not just one indi-
vidual that has had issues 
at this point. The whole 
community is up in arms 
and does not want to have 
the bar in the community 
anymore,” said Marie 
Adam-Ovide, CB 8 district 
manager.

Residents said the 
trouble they have experi-
enced from Cheap Shots’ 
drinkers culminated in a 
shooting outside the bar in 
September 2012.

Civic organizations, 

the 107th Precinct commu-
nity council and City Coun-
cilman Rory Lancman (D-

Fresh Meadows) all sent 
letters to the community 
board opposing the renewal 

of the bar’s liquor license.
“Cheap Shots’ irre-

sponsible supervision of 
its patrons has resulted in 
a sustained and continu-
ing pattern of noise, dis-
turbances, misconduct and 
disorder, all of which ad-
versely affect the safety of 
the surrounding neighbor-
hood,” said Lancman. “The 
community board is right 
to ask the state Liquor Au-
thority not to renew Cheap 
Shots’ license.”

In his letter, Lancman 
said the 107th Precinct had 
made four arrests in the 
bar — for robbery, gam-
bling and underage alcohol 
consumption — in the past 
year alone.

A representative for 
Cheap Shots said the bar 
has worked closely with the 
107th Precinct and has gone 
to great lengths to try to ac-
commodate the community, 
including hiring additional 
security staff to address 
noise issues outside.

“We’ve gone above and 
beyond the means of what 
we can do. We try to comply 
with everything,” the rep-
resentative said.

The bar’s liquor license 
is due to expire Feb. 28. The 
bar’s representative said 
Cheap Shots’ owner would 
still be applying to renew 
the bar’s license regardless 
of the community board’s 
decision.

CB 8’s vote was purely 
advisory and it will now 
send a letter to the Liquor 
Authority to express its po-
sition on the issue.

The bar’s future will 
rest in the hands of the Li-
quor Authority, which will 
have the final say as to 
whether its license will be 
renewed.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Kew Gardens Hills bar Cheap Shots faces losing its liquor license 
at the end of February. Photo by Karen Frantz

Kew Gdns Hills bar faces loss of liquor license
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TimesLedger Newspapers recognize those 
borough performances that shined in 2013

 Sudoku 32
 Arts & Entertainment 36
 Crossword Puzzle 34
 Guide to Dining 38

The first Queens Kudos awards for outstanding performances in borough 
theaters are awarded to Natalie DePuy (top) for outstanding supporting ac-
tress in a musical in “The Wedding Singer.” Bailey Seeker (above) earns the 
outstanding actress in a musical award for “Oliver! The Musical.” Outstanding 
supporting actor in a play is Blaine Smith for “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 
And Gregory Isaac in “Oliver! The Musical” earns outstanding actor in a musi-
cal prize. Photos courtesy Chasi Annexy, Catherine Vitale and Queens Players

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After a quick review of the 
Queens theater scene for 2013 one 
thing became increasingly clear: 
The past 12 months could be la-
beled the “Women of the Year.”

Whether comedy, drama or 
musical, the performances that 
stayed with you long after the 
curtain fell were created by a 
handful of actresses giving Man-
hattan-caliber performances. 

In some cases, these women 
provided the strongest reason to 
see the show. 

That’s not to say the men 
were totally forgettable. Some 
of the best performances by the 
guys came in supporting roles 
and mostly in the comedic parts. 

But there are some folks 
who deserve recognition for pro-
viding an outstanding evening of 
Queens theater. 

To that end, TimesLedger 
Newspapers is proud to present 
its first Queens Kudos Awards to 
the following:

• Outstanding actress 
in a musical — No question 
Bailey Seeker in “Oliver! The 
Musical” at the Secret Theatre 
made a huge splash with her first 
major New York role as ill-fated 
Nancy in the classic 1960s show. 
Seeker, who graduated from New 
York University this past spring, 
became the focal point of every 
scene in which she appeared. 
The pure joy and enthusiasm for 
life she gave Nancy — especially 
in the numbers “It’s a Fine Life” 
and “Oom-Pah-Pah” — amplify 
the pending doom you know is 
coming her way. Seeker, who 
said she has wanted to play Nan-
cy since she was 6, almost didn’t 
get the part. Director Lenny Ban-

ovez asked her to read for one of 
the smaller female roles. Seeker 
did, but before leaving the audi-
tion she asked if she could read 
for Nancy. Some actors might 
consider that a rookie mistake, 
and Banovez admits such re-
quests usually end badly for the 
performer. But not in this case. 
Seeker nailed the part and en-
sured this show would be the 
start of something big for her.

• Outstanding support-
ing actress in a musical 
— This category proved a little 
tougher to judge. Several actress-
es created memorable perfor-
mances in supporting roles. But 
it was Natalie DePuy as Linda in 
“The Wedding Singer,” also at the 
Secret Theatre, who ultimately 
won our hearts. As Linda, DePuy 
only appears in two scenes, but 

Continued on Page 34
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Answers in Sports

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Next week Socrates Sculp-
ture Park moves to Manhattan. 

Although the outdoor gallery 
has no plans to abandon its Long 
Island City home, it will open an 
off-site exhibition Tuesday at a 
Midtown office building. 

“We’re going to bring a little 
bit of the outdoors indoors and 
vice versa,” John Hatfield, So-
crates’ executive and artistic di-
rector, said.

“Fact of the Matter,” at the 
1285 Ave. of the Americas Art 
Gallery, includes about two dozen 
pieces created by nine artists in 
the various mediums for which 
each person is known.

The show’s title plays on a 
double meaning: Fact of the mat-
ter relates to the specific proper-
ties of each material used by an 
artist, but also explains why they 
opt to use the stuff they do — sort 
of like, as a matter of fact.

Included in the show are 
works constructed of rubber and 
steel, scorched wood and polysty-

rene among other mediums. 
By focusing on one or two 

mediums — as opposed to a col-
lage — artists create works which 
tend to explore the scientific prop-
erties of the materials, Hatfield 
said. But in this case, he said, 
the artists also bring a poetic 
and emotional viewpoint to their 
works. 

“All of the artists have an in-
volvement with the materials and 
create a dialogue with the mate-
rials,” Hatfield said. “These art-
ists’ works are about energy and 
vibrancy.”

Besides working in specific 
mediums, these nine artists also 
share the fact they have each ex-
hibited work at Socrates. 

For this latest exhibition, 
Hatfield selected a variety of art-
ists, including ones with limited 
experience showing, others in a 
mid-career phase and some older 
individuals, who are internation-
ally known.

Most of the pieces in the show 
are relatively new, with most be-
ing made within the last year or 

so. Two of the artists are creating 
site-specific works for the exhibi-
tion.

“The space couldn’t be more 
different than Socrates,” Hatfield 
said. “It’s a midtown corporate 
lobby space. Typically it shows 

small, discrete pieces. Here, we 
are pushing the envelope.”

The Manhattan gallery in-
cludes 20-foot by 10-foot bays, 
where the sculptures will be dis-
played. Visitors will also have a 
chance to view photographs of 

each of the artists’ work spaces. 
These pictures include studios 
crammed with planks of cedar 
wood, metal clamps, broken glass 
and even used tires.

“It becomes immediately ap-
parent the relationship the art-
ists have with the materials,” 
Hatfield said.

Another thing that is appar-
ent to Hatfield is the exposure 
Socrates will receive during the 
show’s run.

“Thousands and thousands 
of people pass through that lob-
by,” Hatfield said. “This is going 
to bring people to Queens. Some-
times you have to go out to bring 
people in.”

IF YOU GO
“Fact of the Matter”

Where: 1285 Ave. of the Americas 
Art Gallery, Manhattan
When: Jan. 21 to May 16, Monday-
Friday, 8 am-6 pm
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Socrates Sculpture Park opens a satellite exhibit
Long Island City’s outdoor art space heads to Midtown gallery for newest show:  Fact of the Matter

Alyson Shotz, “Wavelength 2,” 2008-2013. 
Photo courtesy artist and Derek Eller Gallery, New York
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she owns both of them. 
As the quintessential ’80s 
Jersey girl, DePuy’s talent 
was almost as big as Lin-
da’s hair. In an otherwise, 
mostly forgettable show, 
this actress creates several 
genuinely funny moments 
as she performs her “Dear 
John” letter in the song, “A 
Note From Linda.” While 
it would be easy to play the 
role as a cartoon character, 
DePuy keeps it real. Those 
of us who lived through the 
1980s definitely remember 
somebody just like Linda. 

• Outstanding ac-
tress in a play — They 
say comedy is harder than 
drama, and this past year 
Amy Rutberg in the Asto-
ria Performing Arts Center 
production of “The Cot-
tage” proved it’s easy to 
work hard while looking 
effortless. In Sandy Rus-
tin’s original comedy, the 
author wanted to create a 
play that followed the rules 
and structure of a Noël 
Coward comedy, but pro-
vided stronger roles for the 
women in the cast. Rutberg 
walks away with the show 
as the young woman who 
wants to believe marriage 
equals happiness rather 
than just contentment, 
which is where she finds 
herself now. She plays it 
straight, which makes the 
whole thing that much fun-
nier. Rutberg even throws 
in a bit of slapstick in one 
scene as she recites heart-
felt lines hidden in the box 
of a window seat. 

• Outstanding sup-
porting actress in 
a play — Although not 
part of the best production 
of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” to play Queens 
this past year, Megan 
Greener in the double roles 
of Starveling and Cobweb 
in the Queens Players ver-
sion earns the top nod. As 
a member of the perform-
ing troupe comprised of 
village tradesmen, led by 
Bottom, Greener is able to 

communicate joy, sorrow 
and shame without say-
ing a word. But she speaks 
volumes through her ex-
pressive eyes and slightly 
exaggerated movements. 
Greener provides some of 
the show’s biggest laughs, 
but she is definitely in on 
the joke. 

• Outstanding ac-
tor in a musical — One 
could argue that villain 
Bill Sykes is a supporting 
role, but Gregory Isaac’s 
performance in the Secret 
Theatre’s “Oliver! The Mu-
sical” is beyond memorable. 
As the murderous brute, 
Isaac doesn’t say much, but 
his menacing stares and vi-
olent movements are heard 
loud and clear. The actor 
also possesses a glorious 
singing voice that unfor-
tunately earns little stage 
time. Seriously, you want 
to see more of this mon-
ster, which says a lot about 
Isaac’s talent. 

• Outstanding 
supporting actor in 
a musical — Another 
bright moment in an other-
wise forgettable show was 
John Wascavage’s turn 
as George in “The Wed-
ding Singer.” As obviously 
gay bandmate George, who 
is dressed to match ’80s 
music icon Boy George, 
Wascavage stops the show 
with his genuinely funny 
solo “George’s Prayer.” 
The song, performed at a 
bar mitzvah, has the audi-
ence howling as Wascavage 
sings in Hebrew to the tune 
of Spandau Ballet’s “This 
Much is True.” 

• Outstanding ac-
tor in a play — OK, so 
we’re going to cheat a little 
and present this award 
to the entire cast of Titan 
Theatre Co.’s “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream.” In 
Lenny Banovez’s produc-
tion, Ryan Lee, Gregory 
Isaac, Alexis Black, John 
Finnegan, Emily Trask, 
Laura Frye, Sean Hudock, 
Lloyd Mulvey and Mat-

thew Foster play all the 
roles in a Russian roulette 
version of Shakespeare’s 
comedy. Parts were anoint-
ed at the start of each per-
formance so throughout 
the run, men played many 
of the female characters 
while the women took over 
the masculine roles. And 
despite not knowing who 
they would be that night, 
each cast member presents 
a complete character and 
delivers the goods. 

• Outstanding sup-
porting actor in a play 
— Another highlight in the 
Queens Players version 
of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” was Blaine Smith 
as Bottom, who earns the 
nod in this category. Smith 
chewed plenty of scenery as 
the overly confident actor 
in the play within the play. 
But by playing bad so good, 
Smith pulls off a marvel-
ous and delightful treat for 
the audience. It might seem 
like portraying a bad actor 
would be easy, but doing a 
good job at bad acting is 
quite the feat. Smith pulls 
it off with aplomb.

• Outstanding pro-
duction — There’s no doubt 
that Titan Theatre Co.’s 
version of “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream” was 
the best production to play 
the borough this past year. 
Director Lenny Banovez 
proved he can just as eas-
ily handle musicals with 
his steampunk version 
of “Oliver! The Musical,” 
but it was his take on the 
Bard that earned universal 
praise from audiences and 
critics. Shakespeare’s most 
accessible comedy was per-
formed at breakneck speed 
by a talented group of nine 
actors portraying all 16 
roles in an interchangeable 
cast. During the rehearsal 
period, Banovez was prob-
ably the least-liked man 
in New York City’s theater 
world as his cast was re-
quired to learn the entire 
script. But his vision — or 
madness — paid off with a 
breezy evening of theater 
that leaves the audience 
wanting more. And we 
may be in luck. Banovez 
said he is currently in the 
process of negotiating the 
next steps to take the show 
across the river for a New 
York run. 

Continued from Page 31

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

 

Across
1. Goes with
6. Coffee holders
10. Pet lovers' org.
14. Unmoving
15. Precedes police or act
16. Campus hangout
17. Skylit lobbies
18. Elizabeth's daughter
19. "Major" animal
20. Ray Lewis, e.g.
22. "Pronto!"
23. W.W. II vessel
24. Sweetie pie
26. Water a neighbor's
plants, perhps
31. Mine find
32. Mgr.'s aide
33. Kings' toppers
35. Remove
39. "Aha!"
40. Follower of the beginning of 
20A, 57A, 10D, and 29D
42. Exposes
43. Hoarse
45. 10th-century pope
46. Poems of praise
47. Young fellow
49. Academic work
51. Just got (by)
55. Slip up
56. Desertlike
57. Complained
63. Extend credit
64. Burn balm
65. Point the finger at
66. Basilica area
67. Lip
68. Kind of column
69. Does and bucks
70. Ogles
71. Increase

Down
1. Type of tone
2. Not pro
3. Beach bird
4. Buffalo's county
5. Horse house
6. Of use
7. Pen call
8. In shape
9. Sound system
10. 8 to 64, e.g.
11. Handbag
12. Jose's houses
13. Go with the flow
21. Syrian leader
25. "You ___ here"
26. Head cover
27. Peak in Greek myth
28. Takes advantage of
29. Painter's equipment
30. Basic belief

34. Like many soccer draws
36. BMW rival
37. Fr. holy women
38. To be, to Brutus
41. Each partner
44. Chatter
48. Lower in rank
50. Saudi ___
51. Light lunch
52. Brunch serving
53. Wash cycle
54. Hold up
58. Misplace
59. Dolt
60. Poker unit
61. Let out
62. Art ___

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

January 17-23, 2014

By Pete Canty

Let's Boogie

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ELEMENTARY SYMBOLISM
C L E A N R H E A C O S T
R E T R O A U L D A N T E
A G A I N I N D O R A I L
G O L D F I N G E R B I L L

A D S R E P O R T S
H A B I T A T S S A N
A L A R H O W L S C A L E
L O B O O R E O S O T I S
T E E N Y M E L T P O E T

M A R P L A T Y P U S
S N E A K E R I R E
T O R I C O P P E R H E A D
R O A D E U R O R A T I O
E S S E S T O P O R A N G
P E E N S E W S R E S T S

Theatre 167 invades 
the Queens Museum this 
weekend with perfor-
mances from “The Jack-
son Heights Trilogy.” 

The interactive event 
will feature scenes from 
the trilogy’s three one-act 
plays: “167 Tongues,” “You 
Are Now the Owner of 
This Suitcase” and “Jack-
son Heights 3AM.” 

Audience members 

will be able to wander the 
museum and catch a few 
moments or several hours 
of the production. 

“Jackson Heights 
Trilogy” at the Queens 
Museum is scheduled for 
Sunday, Jan. 19, from 2 
p.m.-5 p.m.

Admission to the tril-
ogy is included with the 
suggested donation to the 
museum.

Interactive production plays the 
Queens Museum this weekend

Ensemble members rehearse 
“The Jackson Heights Trilogy” 
at the Queens Museum. 

Photo courtesy Joel Weber
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Add-Ons

Farm Fresh Organic Eggs & Such

���� �����������������

Benedicts

Country Morning

Kid ’s Menu

Price Fix  $24

$5$5$$5$5 $5$$5$ $4$4$4$44 $3$3$3$$3$3
$7$7$77$ $5$5$5$5$5$5$5$5$5 $3$3$3$33

$3$3$3$ $3$3$3$$ $3$3$33$
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$23.95

PRIVATE 
PARTY ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person
Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

1
Valid only for 5 or less people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

1 of 3 Choices

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Lunar New Year Celebration — 
Welcome the Year of the Horse 
with the New York Chinese 
Cultural Center’s costumed 
folk dancers, Lion Dance and 
traditional arts and crafts.
When: Sunday, Jan. 26, 1 pm 
to 4 pm
Where: Queens Museuem, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/suggested adults, 
$4/suggested seniors and 
students, Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

Lunar New Year at Queens 
Botanical Garden — After 
watching the Flushing Lunar 
New Year Parade, head to the 
Garden for more festivities, 
craft activities and musical 
performances. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 8, 1 pm - 4 
pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free, additional fees for 
some craft activities
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

FILM

Filmmaker series at the 
Laughing Devil — Director Rob 
Margolies will be on hand to 
screen his new fi lm, “She Wants 
Me,” starring Hillary Duff, Josh 
Gad and Charlie Sheen.
When: Saturday, Jan. 18, 1 pm 
and 3 pm
Where: The Laughing Devil 
Movie Pub, 47-38 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (347) 913-3845
Website: laughingdevil.com

Laughing Devil Short Film 
Festival — A monthly series 
culminating in a fi ve-day, 
judged festival in December 
begins Jan. 19, with the 
screening of fi ve to 10 short 
fi lms. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 19, 8 pm
Where: The Laughing Devil 
Movie Pub, 47-38 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: $5
Contact: (347) 913-3845

Website: laughingdevil.com
 
See It Big! Musicals — The 
Museum of the Moving Image 
turns its attention to movie 
musicals on the big screen. 
Screenings include, “All That 
Jazz” on Jan. 24, “The Sound of 
Music” on Jan. 25 and “Gigi” on 
Jan. 26.
When: Jan. 24 to Feb. 28
Where: The Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria
Cost: Screenings free with 
museum admission — $12/
adults, $9/seniors and 
students, $6/children 3 to 12
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

“The Negro and the American 
Promise” — A special Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day screening 
of the 1963 public TV special 
featuring interviews with King, 
Malcolm X and James Baldwin.
When: Monday, Jan. 20, 1 pm 
and 3 pm
Where: The Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria
Cost: Screenings free with 
museum admission — $12/
adults, $9/seniors and students, 
$6/children 3 to 12
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

MUSIC

Gemini Journey — Diane 
Block, violinist, and Terry 
Batts, cellist, perform a 
diverse program of musical 
genres as Gemini Journey. 
Light refreshments will be 
served.
When: Sunday, Jan. 19, 2 pm
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $12, $10/members
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

Puccini’s “Gianni Schicchi” 
— Queens Symphony Orchestra 
presents its fi rst opera this 
weekend with Puccini’s take on 
Dante’s “Divine Comedy.” The 
one-act farcical comic opera is 
suitable for all ages. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 19, 3 pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Performing Arts at Queens 
College, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing 

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 544-2996
Website: www.
queenssymphony.org

Alex Blake Quartet — Blake 
is a modern bass virtuoso 
celebrated for his technical 
mastering of the upright double 
bass as well as the electric 
bass.
When: Friday, Jan. 24, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/general, 
$10/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: flushingtownhall.org

VH1’s Super Bowl Blitz with 
J. Cole — The hip-hop artist 
kicks off a week of concerts 
around the City that will be 
broadcast live on the cable 
music channel.
When: Monday, Jan. 27, Doors 
at 9:30 pm, Concert at 11 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium at 
Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $37.50
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Young Joo Song Quartet — 
Song is one of Korea’s leading 
jazz pianist, who now lives in 
New York. 
When: Friday, Jan. 31, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/general, 
$10/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: flushingtownhall.org

DANCE

Take Root at Green Space — 
The monthly series of providing 
choreographers a venue to 
produce their work presents 
The Moving Architects and Yael 
Nachajon. 
When: Friday, Jan. 24 and 
Saturday, Jan. 25, 8 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground — Green 
Space’s series presents fi ve to 
six emerging and established 
dance artists each month in 
a non-curated performance. 
The evening includes a post-
performance discussion with 
wine and cheese.
When: Sunday, Jan. 26, 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

PRODUCTIONS

“Muazzez” — As part of the 
2014 COIL Festival, Actor 
Steve Mellor performs a 
monologue of Mac Wellman’s 
short stories, which all take 
place on various asteroids 
and planentoids. 
When: Friday, Jan. 17, 8 pm
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15/general admission
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

“This Prison Where I Live” 
— The second play in Angela 
Iannone’s Edwin Booth trilogy 
takes audiences to 1879 
when the actor is visited by 
the ghost of his infamous 
brother, John Wilkes Booth.
When: Wednesday, Jan. 22 to 
Sunday, Jan. 26
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15/advance, $18/at 
door

Contact: (347) 738-5602
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“The Little Mermaid 
Jr.” — Join Ariel and her 
friends under the sea in this 
adaptation of the Broadway 
musical. 
When: Friday, Jan. 24 to 
Sunday, Feb. 2; Friday at 7pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 7 pm, 
and Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden
Cost: $10/adults, seniors and 
children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Not Your Mama’s Fairy 
Tales or: In Real Life, 
Everything Sucks” — The 
TRUF Theater Co. presents 
an irreverent spin on three 
classic fairy tales.
When: Friday, Jan. 24 to 
Saturday, Feb. 8
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18
Website: www.thetruf.org

“Kiss or Make Up” — The 
First String Players presents 
Jack Sharkey’s comedy of 
mistaken identity, federal 
foolishness and desperate 
romance.  
When: Saturday, Jan. 25, 8 
pm; Sunday, Jan. 26, 2 pm; 
Saturday, Feb. 1, 8 pm; and 
Sunday, Feb. 2, 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 
70-01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10/general seating
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: sites.google.com/
site/fi rststringplayers/

“Twelfth Night” — The 
Aquila Theatre presents 
Shakespeare’s comedy 
of romance, mystery and 
mistaken identity. 
When: Friday, Feb. 14, 2 pm; 
Saturday, Feb. 15, 2 pm and 8 
pm; and Sunday, Feb. 16, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $25 - $49
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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60 HI-DEF FLATSCREENS
And the best Steaks, Burgers, and Wings in town! PLUS...

WE’RE THROWING A V.I.P SUPER BOWL PARTY, TOO!
IN OUR NEW PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

GOT A GAME PLAN?
Catch All The Action At

O’NEILL’S Maspeth

LINDY'S TAXI Here and get a 
FREE RIDE HOME! (718) 456-4108

We Can Cater YOUR Party, Too!
CALL AND GET A QUOTE ON PRICES FOR WINGS TRAYS 

AND 3-FOOT HEROES!

NO GROUP TOO LARGE OR TOO SMALL

4 Appetizers, Family Style

 Sit-Down Dinner
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

34-23 Francis Lewis Blvd. MEATS DELIRobert’s
Prime

EST. 1983

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521
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LATE PAGE

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

An air travel advocacy 
agency has called for in-
creased efforts to modern-
ize and improve New York’s 
three airports to decrease 
the tremendous number of 
flight delays and cancel-
lations caused by winter 
storms, like the one early 
this month that crippled 
John F. Kennedy, LaGuar-
dia and Newark Liberty.

The storm caused more 
than 5,100 delays and 2,100 
cancellations, the Global 
Gateway Alliance said.

“The thousands of 
cancellations and delays 
we saw are a wake-up call 
for leadership to start fo-
cusing on better airports, 
and they underscore why 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s an-
nouncement that he is tak-
ing responsibility for New 
York airport moderniza-
tion is so timely,” said Joe 
Sitt, chairman and founder 

of GGA.   The alliance was 
established to promote bet-
ter air travel to the New 
York Metropolitan Area.

“LaGuardia and JFK 
are inexcusable, frankly, 
that they have not been re-
developed to keep pace with 
the best international air-
ports,” Cuomo said. “And 
that is something that we’re 
going to attend to.”

Sitt said it was time 
the airports learned to 
function efficiently even in 
face of rough weather con-
ditions.

“Bad weather that 
causes serious disruptions 
in air traffic is going to 
happen, but it shouldn’t 
continually wreak havoc,” 
Sitt said. “Travelers should 
expect everyone involved 
in the industry to create a 
modern, safe and efficient 
aviation system and should 
hold our leaders account-
able for delivering.”

“For too long aviation 

investment has taken a 
back seat to other budget 
and infrastructure priori-
ties,” said GGA Executive 
Director Stephen Sigmund. 
“But the first week of 2014 
can serve as a turning 
point to putting resources, 
focus and leadership to-
ward finally modernizing 
air travel. Our economy, 
brand and quality of life for 
millions depend on it.”

Specifically, the Glob-
al Gateway Alliance called 
for faster implementation 
of NextGen, the Federal 
Aviation Administration’s 
state-of-the-art air control 
system at airports.

“NextGen won’t stop 
bad weather, but it can 
help manage and mitigate 
the impact of individual 
storms,” the GGA said.

GGA called for im-
provements at airports to 
accommodate the hordes of 
passengers stranded by bad 
weather.

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission
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Group wants JFK and LGA 
modernized to fi ght storms Huntington Teams 

up with Toys for Tots 
Bringing Joy to Kids 
this Holiday Season
Huntington is thrilled to announce that for the 2nd year, 

Huntington employees participated in the Toys for Tots Holi-

day Campaign.  Huntington has a long standing tradition of 

giving back to the community and participation in the 2013 

Toys for Tots program is an exciting way to get everyone in-

volved.  Huntington collected boxes of unwrapped toys and 

books over the last few weeks of 2013 which were donated to 

the Toys for Tots organization.

The mission at Huntington, a leading provider of tutoring 

and test prep services to students in kindergarten through 

twelfth grade, is to give every student the best education pos-

sible.  By teaming up with Toys for Tots, a program run by 

the US Marine Corps Reserve, Huntington’s is able to ex-

pand the mission and give back even more, by putting smiles 

on the faces of those in need during the holidays.  Through 

the generosity of Huntington employees, the holiday season 

will be a little brighter for many children.

ABOUT HUNTINGTON
Founded in 1977, Huntington is a pioneer and leader in the 

tutoring industry. For over 35 years, Huntington has provided quality 

instruction to hundreds of thousands of students. Huntington prides 

itself on being “Your Tutoring Solution” for students in all grades and 

subjects. They tutor in academic skills, such as reading, phonics, math 

and study skills; and in advanced math and science subjects ranging 

from algebra through calculus and general science through physics. 

They also prepare students for state and standardized entrance 

exams, such as high school entrance exams and the SAT and ACT 

and provide free school tutoring to eligible schools. Learn more 

about Huntington at www.huntingtonhelps.com.  For information on 

franchise opportunities, visit www.huntingtonfranchise.com.
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BY BILL PARRY

Straphangers on the 
No. 7 subway line will have 
to get used to full and par-
tial service disruptions as 
the MTA prepares to shut 
down the western segment 
of the line for 22 weekends 
beginning Feb. 28.

The weekends are not 
consecutive but will be 
spread out all the way to 
the end of November. A ten-
tative Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority sched-
ule shows that service will 
be disrupted every week-
end in March while it will 
affect only one weekend in 
April, the 11th to the 14th.

Service changes will 
be in effect from 11:45 
p.m. Friday to 5 a.m. the 
following Monday. The 

shutdowns mainly affect 
trains from Times Square-
42nd Street to Queensboro 
Plaza, but in May the shut-
down will extend to 74th 
Street-Broadway, having 
consequences throughout 
western Queens.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said “66 percent 
of the people in my district 
don’t own cars. I think 
maintenance is something 
you have to do, but they 
should be less disruptive.”

Borough President 
Melinda Katz was irritated 
with the MTA plans, saying 
“it’s ridiculous. The No. 7 
is one of the most crowded. 
I’m meeting with them next 
week and I’m going to call 
upon them to reduce the 
disruptions, and I’m going 

to ask them to add more 
trains.”

Councilman Jimmy 

Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
whose district is most af-
fected by the MTA’s plan, 

could not believe the num-
bers.

“Twenty-two week-
ends? That’s 40 percent 
of the weekends in 2014. 
That’s more than an incon-
venience, it’s potentially 
devastating to small busi-
ness,” he said.

Once again, the Hunt-
ers Point section of Long 
Island City will bear the 
brunt of the service cuts. 
Last year, weekend service 
cuts lasted every weekend 
for three months, causing 
a harsh economic impact 
for many businesses that 
were still recovering from 
flooding and lost business, 
thanks to Hurricane San-
dy.

“It’s terrible, but it’s 
nothing new,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-

ria) said. “What the MTA 
fails to realize is LIC is a 
cultural destination. The 
shutdown damages busi-
nesses, restaurants, muse-
ums and theaters.”

Jeff Blath, owner of the 
highly acclaimed Alobar 
restaurant in Long Island 
City, was angry when he 
heard the news.

“It’s quite clear that 
the MTA doesn’t care about 
small business here in 
Queens,” he said. “Every 
time the shutdown hap-
pens, I’m going to shout 
about it on social media and 
I bet every other owner will 
be doing the same thing.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The MTA said Wednes-
day it was pleased the state 
Court of Appeals has dis-
missed a legal challenge to 
the MTA’s 12-county Pay-
roll Mobility Tax.

“This concludes a se-
ries of court rulings con-
firming that the payroll tax 
is constitutional and that 
funding the operation and 
improvement of essential 
transportation services 

provided by the MTA is a 
matter of substantial state 
concern,” the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
said in a statement.

The Payroll Mobility 
Tax was adopted in 2009 
when the MTA faced dras-
tic financial straits. It gen-
erates $1.2 billion annually 
for the commuter railroads, 
subways and buses in the 
region.

“The MTA continues 
to aggressively cut costs, 

reducing the level of future 
fare increases and is work-
ing hard to negotiate net-
zero labor contracts with 
common sense work rule 
changes and healthcare 
contributions in order to 
keep its budget in balance,” 
the MTA said.

Nassau County Execu-
tive Edward Mangano had 
appealed, contending the 
tax was unconstitutional.

The MTA said its fi-
nancial conditions were 

such that abolition of the 
tax would have brought 
“catastrophic” travel for 
millions of commuters in 
the New York City metro-
politan area.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
John F. Kennedy Inter-

national Airport, which has 
the longest customs-wait 
in the country, will be get-
ting an “adequate portion” 
of the 2,000 new customs 
agents the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security plans 
to add across the country, 

U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer 
(D-N.Y.) said.

The state’s senior 
senator said he received a 
commitment from the pre-
sumed commissioner of the 
department’s Customs and 
Border Protections agency 
that an adequate portion 
of the new agents Congress 
put aside funding for will 

make their way to JFK.
Gil Kerlikowske, Presi-

dent Barack Obama’s nomi-
nee for the post, made the 
pledge during a confirma-
tion hearing Wednesday, 
Schumer said.

Congress boosted the 
customs agency’s funding 
by $220 million for the cur-
rent fiscal year, with $165.7 

million set aside for the 
hiring and training of 2,000 
new agents nationwide.

Schumer said the new 
agents were necessary to 
cut down on customs wait 
times, which at JFK can 
last as long as two hours.

Service on the No. 7 train is slated to be suspended for 22 week-
ends.

REMEMBERING THE LENSMAN
Ira Cohen, who worked as a photographer for the Queens 
Tribune for the past 15 year, died last week. A funeral ser-
vice is scheduled for Friday at 10:15 a.m. in Sinai Chapels, at 
162-05 Horace Harding Expwy. in Fresh Meadows followed 
by a burial at Calverton National Cemetery in Long Island. 
“We all loved Ira. I know that everybody from all sides of 
the borough always enjoyed seeing him at an event,” said 
Tribune Editor-in-Chief Steven Ferrerai. “He will be missed 
dearly.” Cohen, a Vietnam veteran and retired MTA train con-
ductor, is survived by his daughters Denise and Rachel. 

Photo courtesy Dominick Totino Photography

MTA’s payroll tax constitutional: Court

Weekend service on No. 7 train to be halted

JFK to get fair share of customs agents: Schumer

airports’ newest numbers 
highlight the importance 
of increased investments.

“These numbers illus-
trate the importance of our 

continued investments to 
deliver the improvements 
our passengers demand, 
including rebuilt runways 
and high-speed taxiways to 

alleviate congestion and de-
lays, and terminal improve-
ments to ease travel for our 
customers,” she said.Continued from Page 9

Airports
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Brintle said she  finds 
the projects the nonprofit 
works on through letters 
that are sent to her from 
Haitians in need. Once they 
choose a project, the non-
profit will raise the neces-
sary funding and then em-
ploy locals to help them do 
the building once they are 
there.

“It’s important that 
the whole community gets 
involved. We help them 
provide for their families 
like that — $25 pays the sal-
ary of one worker and feeds 

their family for a couple 
months.”

From Here to Haiti’s 
next trip will be in Febru-
ary, when the nonprofit 
will be rebuilding the roof 
of a church and building 
a new sanitary block for a 
school in two communities. 
It costs the nonprofit, which 
has repaired 12 buildings 
since its founding, $15,000 
to rebuild a roof and $5,000 
to build new sanitary 
blocks.

“In American money, 
it’s not very much, but it 
does so much over there,” 
Brintle said.

Work on the projects 
typically only takes a week 
as the nonprofit usually 

hires 60 to 70 locals to do 
the bulk of the repairs.

Proceeds from the art 
show will help fund these 
projects. The show will fea-
ture more than 75 Haitian 
and international artists’ 
work and will take place at 
14-46 Utopia Pkwy. from 1 
p.m. to 6 p.m. both days.

From Here to Haiti 
has also facilitated sending 
items over to Haitian par-
ishes such as church pews, 
statues, used clothing and 
balls for children to play 
with.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

out 13,749 parking sum-
monses and 9,733 moving 
summonses in 2013.

Once the weather 
warms up, the captain said 
auxiliary officers will live 
in parks until October, he 
said. Highland Park, which 
straddles Ridgewood and 
Brooklyn overlooking the 
reservoir, will receive ex-
tra attention.

Manson said a couple 
who lives near the entrance 
to the park have com-
plained about having to lis-
ten to park revelers party 
late into the night.

Technically, High-

land closes at 9 p.m. The 
precinct intends to enforce 
the park’s hours by having 
officers remind people to 
begin packing up daily at 
8:30 p.m.

Those who do not 
leave the park risk getting 
slapped with a summons. 
Nearly 23 percent of the 267 
summonses issued by the 
104th Precinct in the last 
month were given to those 
in parks after hours, ac-
cording to Manson.

“Once it gets dark, 
a different element goes 
into the parks and that el-
ement tends to want to get 
intoxicated and play music 
loud,” Manson said. “That’s 
where you get the potential 
for fistfights.”

After 15 of 16 business-
es sold alcohol to minors 
in a recent sting, Manson 
said police will continue to 
check up on vendors with 
liquor licenses.

Community Affairs 
Detective Thomas Bell said 
the precinct would apply 
for nuisance abatement 
orders, which temporarily 
close businesses, for a few 
bars and bodegas that have 
been caught selling alcohol 
to minors twice before.

“They can pay a fine or 
something to get their busi-
ness back up after a certain 
amount of time,” Bell said. 
“They are pretty hefty. 
They could mean the end of 
your business.”

Continued from Page 2 

104th

Continued from Page 5 

Haiti

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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where we’re just trying to 
get the word out,” she said. 
“Queens is such a diverse 
place and the issue for us 
hasn’t really been how well 
the website is working, but 
whether or not people know 
about this.”

Meng said her office 
is continuing to plan meet-
ings and educational ses-

sions as the deadline ap-
proaches and will continue 
to make information avail-
able to those in need.

Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
has dedicated a section of 
his website to providing 
forms, fact sheets and other 
documents related to the 
program and also offers 
links to federal and state 
exchanges that can be used 
to apply for coverage. With 
about 2 1/2 months left be-

fore the final enrollment 
deadline, Crowley said is 
he happy to see so many 
people across the state now 
enrolled and that he will re-
main committed to making 
sure his constituents are 
fully informed.

“While the latest fig-
ures on how many New 
Yorkers have signed up for 
affordable care are encour-
aging, there is more work 
to be done,” he said.

Healthcare
Continued from Page 5 

of it,” she said. “My mother 
was married at 12 and at 14 
had a child.”

Surendra, whose fam-
ily is from India, said her 

mother encouraged her to 
study, particularly after an 
aunt moved in with them 
once her husband died.

“My mother told me, 
‘No matter what, you are 
going to go and get an edu-
cation,’” Surendra said. 
“‘What if something hap-

pened to your husband? 
What are you going to do, 
beg for help?’”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 710 260 4546 or by 
e-mail at strangle@cnglo-
cal.com.

Afghan
Continued from Page 9 
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Polly Trottenberg, who 
will take over as DOT com-
missioner next week, said, 
“I’m proud to join an ad-
ministration that is mak-
ing transportation safety 
and Vision Zero a top prior-
ity. I’m looking forward to 
being on the frontline mak-
ing our streets safer.”

Elected officials came 
away with unanimous ap-

proval of the mayor’s pro-
gram.

“I appreciate the fact 
that he came to Queens to 
announce the initiative,” 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz said. “I’m the daugh-
ter of a mother that was 
killed by a drunk driver. I 
was only 4 at the time, so I 
take it personally.”

“It’s terrific that the 
mayor came to Woodside 
to commit to Vision Zero 
to save lives and prevent 
deaths, and we’re honored 
that he came to PS 152 to 

honor the loss of Noshat,” 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said.

“I think the fact that he 
came here is vitally impor-
tant to this community,” 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. “I 
particularly like that each 
precinct has to make plans 
for pedestrian safety. Pre-
cincts haven’t made that a 
priority in the past.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@

a position at the BOE be-
cause it allowed their fami-
ly to get health benefits, but 
that he terminated her after 
concerns were raised about 
her employment. This same 
commissioner also helped 
his sister-in-law get a posi-
tion and promotion at the 
BOE, the report said.

The document noted 
that a second commission-
er helped her sister obtain 
a job in the board’s execu-
tive office.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
who chairs the Queens 
Democratic Committee, 
and the party’s borough 
office did not respond to 
requests for comment. Nei-
ther did the Queens Repub-
lican Committee, chaired 
by Phil Ragusa.

BOE records obtained 
through a Freedom of In-
formation Law request in 
August show Ragusa’s son, 
also named Phil Ragusa, 
has an administrative as-
sistant position with the 

BOE that comes with a 
$43,459 salary.

Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park), who 
helped an insurgent fac-
tion within the committee 
install Michael Michel as 
BOE commissioner instead 
of the party’s pick, declined 
to comment.

Within six months 
of Michel taking office, a 
handful of Queens Repub-
licans left the BOE. Some 
resigned, while others were 
fired.

The report questioned  
the accuracy and efficiency 
of the board. It noted that 
undercover investigators 
purporting to be dead resi-
dents, former New Yorkers 
or felons were able to cast 
ballots 97 percent of the 
time this past Election Day. 
Investigators in their 20s 
and 30s who posed as dead 
voters at least 82 years old, 
said they were given bal-
lots without question. The 
report suggests poor train-
ing may be to blame, noting 
that undercover investiga-
tors saw instructors ignore 
and contribute to cheat-
ing while poll workers-in-
training took final exams. 

These inefficiencies do not 
come cheap. According to 
the report, the BOE is the 
only board in the state that 
still uses paper voter cards 
at the polls, which cost 
$40,000 this year.

The board also printed 
ballots based on a 90 percent 
voter turnout rate, despite 
the good government group 
Citizens Union claiming 
turnout for mayoral elec-
tions has not exceeded 60 
percent since 1940. Alex Ca-
marda, director of public 
policy and advocacy at Citi-
zens Union,  described ef-
forts to transform the BOE 
into a non-partisan entity 
as a heavy lift.

Because the BOE’s 
bipartisan governance is 
written into the state con-
stitution, the Legislature 
would have to twice ap-
prove the constitutional 
amendment before voters 
could pass reform via a ref-
erendum.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 4 
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tional academy the school 
has established in 20 trail-
ers for those learning Eng-
lish to move.

“We’ve been a PLA 
[persistently lowest achiev-
ing school] for some time 
and we’re trying to take 
necessary steps to change 
the image of our school. 
When you have 2,000 kids 
in a hallway, you’re talk-
ing about a whole new set 

of problems,” DiBenedetto 
said, noting that Richmond 
Hill has gone through 
three principals in the last 
six years. “It sends the kids 
the wrong message, that we 
don’t care about them.”

The UFT leader and 
Mahadeo noted that trail-
ers have presented health 
concerns, especially after 
black mold was found in 
some of the older trailers 
last year. It has since been 
cleaned up.

“Kids will be eating 
lunch at 9 o’clock [in the 
morning] and some will 

be eating lunch at 3 p.m.,” 
said Mahadeo, who has two 
children at Richmond Hill. 
“This is poor planning 
from the Board of Educa-
tion. They are experiment-
ing and they continue to ex-
periment with the minority 
community.”

DiBenedetto said some 
trailers are a few years be-
yond their 10-year lifespan 
and that teachers have 
been shuffling classes from 
one mobile unit to another 
due to heating problems 
this winter.

Continued from Page 17

Trailers
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Queens continues to 
produces some of the city’s 
top girls’ soccer talent. It 
led to a banner season for a 
number of its schools.

Christ the King won 
its third straight CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Divi-
sion I diocesan title by 
besting Mary Louis in the 
finals. Queens High School 
of Teaching took home its 
first PSAL Class B crown 
since 2008 with a 4-0 vic-
tory against borough rival 
Frank Sinatra in the title 
game. Bayside didn’t have 
a long playoff run, but took 
home unbeaten the Queens 
A-V division crown.

Here are the players 
who helped make a big 
year happen in Queens:

All-Queens Girls’ 
Soccer Player of the 
Year: Francesca Giglio, 
Christ the King

The Royals had many 
cogs in their success, but 
the senior center mid-
fielder was the one who re-
ally made things happen. 
Giglio, who scored twice, 
did the dirty work at the 
center of the pitch to give 
Christ the King control 
of play. She was the one 
dishing to scorers Medina 
Mulic and Sarah Nolan. 
Her perfect through balls 
turned into 14 assists, in-
cluding on the lone goal 
of CK’s diocesan final vic-
tory.

All-Queens Girls’ 
Soccer Coach of the 
Year: Alfonzo Fernan-
dez, Queens HS of Teach-
ing

The Tigers have 
thrived since moving to 
the PSAL Class B division 
two years ago, culminating 

with the school’s first city 
title since 2008 this sea-
son. Queens HS of Teach-
ing bounced back from an 
upset loss in last year’s 
semifinals and rebounded 
by topped division rival 
Frank Sinatra for this sea-
son’s crown. Fernandez has 
done a superb job keep this 
group focused and moving 
forward.

All-Queens Girls’ 
Soccer First Team

F Therese Boyle, Mary 
Louis

The senior has been 
one of the city’s top scor-
ing threats throughout her 
career and again was the 
main cog to the Hilltop-
pers’ offense. Boyle helped 
lead TMLA back to the di-
ocesan title game for the 
third straight year.

F Sophia DeLeon, St. 
Francis Prep

DeLeon has become 
the Terriers’ premier goal 
scorer. The junior forward 
can strike from anywhere, 
as rival Archbishop Mol-
loy learned. She tallied the 
late winner with a goal just 
under the crossbar.

M Brittany Ehrlich, 
Benjamin Cardozo

Ehrlich built off her 
strong sophomore season 
and was the PSAL Queens 
A division’s leading goal 
scorer. The junior tallied 
22 goals and distributed 11 
assists.

D Tara Ferraris, St. 
Francis Prep

The Terriers are a 
team that has always prid-
ed themselves on defense. 

Ferraris excelled as the 
stingy unit’s leader after 
the graduation of stalwarts 
Aimée Kasmally and Gina 
Baglieri.

GK Claire Loredan, 
Mary Louis

The senior keeper 
continually proved she 
was one of the city’s top net 
minders. Loredan helped 
TMLA earn a scoreless tie 
with Christ the King and 
was sensational in a 1-0 
loss to the Royals in the di-
ocesan final.

D Destiny Marino, 
Christ the King

The Royals’ defense 
was one of the city’s best. 
Marino’s strong and in-
telligent play in the back 
was a big reason why. 
The senior’s athleticism 
allowed her to defend 
any type of scorer.

M Medina Mulic, 
Christ the King

The super sophomore 
was just that. Mulic was 
the Royals’ leading goal af-
ter finding the back of the 
net 14 times in 10 games. 
She also pitched in on de-
fense when called on.

F Sarah Nolan, Christ 
the King

The junior picked the 
right time to break out of 
her scoring slump. Nolan 
tallied the lone goal in 
the Royals’ diocesan final 
win over Mary Louis. She 
scored eight goals and 

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY ANTHONY PARELLI
 
Making use of a potent 

press and an attacking de-
fense, Holy Cross was able 
to claim this season’s first 
meeting against rival St. 
Francis Prep in the Battle 
of the Boulevard.

“I wasn’t sure if we’d be 
able to turn them over but 
we did, which I was happy 
about because we practice 
it a lot and we haven’t been 
able to reap any of the ben-
efits until now,” Holy Cross 
Coach Tom Marchesini 
said.

The 67-61 home vic-
tory over the Terriers Fri-
day was a big one on many 
levels for the Knights, who 
have struggled early this 
season. St. Francis, on the 
other hand, has been one 
of the CHSAA Class AA 
boys’ basketball league’s 
best teams, but suffered its 
second loss in the last three 
contests.

“We needed a win 
so I said forget who it is,” 
Marchesini said. “Tonight 
was really an important 
game for us. We really 
didn’t think about it as our 
rival until afterwards, and 

then we told them enjoy the 
rivalry win.”

It was the first time 
all season that Holy Cross 
(4-6, 2-3) tallied more than 
60 points in a game. The 
Knights connected on six 
three-pointers. Marchesini 
still believes his club is 
inexperienced, but it did 
the things it needs to do in 
order to win. Holy Cross 
led by as much as 10 in the 
first half, but found itself 
in a tie game after two free 
throws by Jeriah Shambley 
for SFP.

Overall production at 
the free throw line was the 
difference in the game, ac-
cording to St. Francis Prep 
Coach Tim Leary. Holy 
Cross went 23 of 26 from 
the line while the Terriers 
made just 13 of 29.

“Coach has always 
preached in practice hit 
your free throws, and 
that was the difference,” 
Knights senior guard Josh-
ua Wallace said.

Holy Cross had three 
players in double figures. 
Wallace scored 16 points 
and Jermaine Bishop and 
Christian Wilson both con-

Knights score victory 
in Battle of Boulevard

Giglio named Player of Year
Fernandez earns top spot TimesLedger’s All-Queens coach category

Continued on Page 45
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St. Francis Prep’s Jordan Santiago attempts to block a shot by 
Holy Cross’ James Horton. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Christ the King’s 
Francesca Giglio takes on 
a defender at practice. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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Another nationally 

ranked opponent on the 
ropes became another po-
tential victory that slipped 
away in the final minutes 
from St. John’s University.

The Red Storm’s 74–67 
loss to No. 8 Villanova Sat-
urday at Madison Square 
Garden looked eerily simi-
lar to when it fell to No. 2 
Syracuse Dec. 15 at the Gar-
den. Both times St. John’s 
went toe to toe to one with of 
the nation’s best teams only 
to be undone by turnovers 
and empty possessions in 
the final minutes.

“We competed, but we 
didn’t finish the task,” St. 
John’s Coach Steve Lavin 
said.

The Red Storm, which 
dropped to 0-3 in Big East 
play, led 56-55 with 7:43 re-
maining in the game. Vil-

lanova responded with an 
8-0 run, thanks to three-
pointers from Kris Jenkins 
and Darrun Hillard, to grab 
a 63-56 advantage with 5:08 
left to play. St. John’s (9-6, 
0-3) turned the ball over 
twice during that span and 
three of its eight giveaways 
came in the final 6:00.

“We don’t really have 
many turnovers, but our 
turnovers occur at the 
wrong time at the end of the 
game,” sophomore forward 
JaKarr Sampson said.

The slow start in 
league and a 1-6 record 
against major conference 
opponents isn’t where a St. 
John’s team with goals of 
making the NCAA tourna-
ment expected to be. Samp-
son, who had 10 points and 
nine boards, said he was 
surprised at where they 
are, but not concerned with 
being in last place because 

the team has put itself in 
position to win games.

“We aren’t worried,” 
he said.

Sampson said St. 
John’s is searching to es-
tablish its identity. They’d 
like to be a squad that 
consistently plays fast and 
off its emotions. The Red 
Storm did that for a good 
part of 34 minutes, but 
missed shots and costly 
turnovers hurt them late. 
Lavin said his hopes of an 
NCAA tournament berth 
have not changed.

“My goal is to just get 
our team to be the best 
basketball come March,” 
he said. “That objective 
doesn’t change.”

Point guard Rysheed 
Jordan remains a bright 
spot. He scored 10 of his 
12 points, including six 
straight, in the second half. 
His bucket put the John-

nies up right before the 
Wildcats’ (15-1, 4-0) game-
changing run.

“He got that period in 
the second half when we 
didn’t have an answer,” Vil-
lanova Coach Jay Wright 
said of Jordan.

D’Angelo Harrison 
paced St. John’s with 22 
points. Villanova had 
five players in double fig-
ures led by former Bishop 
Loughlin star JayVaughn 
Pinkston’s 15 points and 10 
rebounds.

He and the Wildcats, 
who have more experience 
in big games, took away an-
other win St. John’s has in 
position to grab.

“Nothing is going to be 
given to you in this league,” 
Lavin said. “You need to go 
out and earn every win.”
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Block Shots

Struggling St. John’s lets Big East win slip away at Garden

D’Angelo Harrison (l.), from the Red Storm, dribbles by Villanova’s 
Ryan Arcidiacono. Photo by Robert Cole

The Monsignor Mc-
Clancy girls’ basketball 
team understands the task 
of ascension it is undertak-
ing and how hard it will be. 
That is half the battle.

The former all-boys’ 
school didn’t have girls, let 
alone a whole team of them, 
until 2012. The program 
is starting from scratch, 
but the Crusaders want to 
play in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens’ top division sooner 
rather than later.

McClancy has taken 
the first steps. It won the ju-
nior varsity diocesan title 
last season and is already 
a contender at the varsity 
level in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Division II with a 
team of 12 sophomores and 

two freshmen.
“These girls, they are 

ready for any challenge,” 
McClancy Coach Dewey 
Hopkins said. “They don’t 
back down from anything.”

If there was any point 
for that not to be true, it was 
in an eventual 62-54 road 
loss to defending diocesan 
champion Bishop Kearney 
Monday. McClancy trailed 
50-33 after Christina Hey-
er buried a three-pointer 
close to the third quarter. 
On top of that, star point 
guard Taylor Aybar dislo-
cated her finger and did not 
return.

The young group could 
have packed it in, but fought 
instead. They battled for 
Aybar and themselves.

“We felt bad because 
she wants to do well this 
season,” McClancy center 
Ashley Martin said. “We 
felt we needed to play even 
harder than we were — for 
her.”

McClancy used a full 
court press to spark a wild 

19-4 run to pull within 54-
52 with 1:12 remaining in 
the game on a layup by Ke-
nia Garcia. Martin scored 
nine of her 21 points in the 
fourth quarter, Aybar had 
20 and Garcia added 10. 
Kearney, who made its free 
throws down the stretch to 

seal the win, didn’t expect 
that type of fight from the 
young Crusaders.

“We were shocked, 
even though we had the 
lead, they came back and 
they were still fighting 
even though they were 
down,” Tigers senior guard 

Christina Heyer said.
It’s a trait McClancy 

will need during its jour-
ney to reach its goal to play 
in the part of the league 
regularly considered one of 
the best in the country. The 
Crusaders are off to a 3-3 
start in Brooklyn/Queens 

play, including two tight 
losses to St. Edmund.

There is talent to make 
it happen. Aybar can break 
down defenders of the drib-
ble. Martin is a force in the 
paint and Gina Hopkins, 
Mariah Steele and Kaitlyn 
Stenz add to a fine support-
ing cast. Hopkins knows 
patience will be needed and 
said he, his parents, his 
school and his kids under-
stand that.

Martin said her team 
has a ways to go in order to 
win a championship at the 
varsity level, but nothing is 
going to stop them from try-
ing to make it happen soon-
er than anyone expects.

“It’s been hard because 
we are sophomores playing 
juniors and seniors,” Mar-
tin said. “We put up a fight 
against all the teams we’re 
playing. We will always 
fight each game we play.”

Therefore, they will al-
ways have a chance to ful-
fill their goal.

McClancy aims for CHSAA’s top division
Program shows toughness needed to eventually play in league considered one of best in nation

Bishop Kearney’s Kailey O’Grady (r.) and McClancy’s Kaitlyn Stenz (l.) look for a rebound under the 
basket. Photo by Steven Schibbe
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dished out four assists this 
season.

M Rachel Spampinato, 
Mary Louis

Therese Boyle may 
have been the main scor-
ing threat, but much of the 
Mary Louis offense ran 
through Spampinato. The 
senior brought poise and 
experience along with her 
tremendous skill to the 
midfield.

F Alexis Tronz, Bay-
side

The junior made up for 
the loss of star D.J. Glazer 
to graduation. She scored 
a team-high 19 goals and 
had eight assists. Tronz tal-
lied the winner in a season 
opening win over Francis 
Lewis.

F Panagiota Tsoura-
pis, Francis Lewis

The junior built off a 
strong sophomore season 
and helped the Patriots 
to a second place finish. 
Tsourapis was dangerous 
around the net, scoring 19 
goals and dishing out eight 
assists.

Honorable Mentions
M Alysaa Argento, St. 

Francis Prep
D Kelly Bouzi, Benja-

min Cardozo
M Jasmine Bustos, 

Queens HS of Teaching
M Amberly Cabral, 

Francis Lewis
M Allison Dowdle, 

Long Island City
D Chelsy Espinosa, 

Bayside
M Deanna Fedkowskj, 

Frank Sinatra
GK Angelika Jedanows-

ka, Flushing
GK Ioulia Makris, Bay-

side
F Olivia McFadden, 

Townsend Harris
D Nadine Metellus, St. 

John’s Prep
F Yessenia Moran, Art 

& Business
M Lauren Viggiano, 

Archbishop Molloy
M Lindsay, Winn, Arch-

bishop Molloy
D Jennifer Wisnewski, 

Mary Louis

tributed 14 points. Michael 
Fields and Jordan Santiago 
scored 17 points a piece for 
St. Francis Prep (11-3, 6-2). 
The depth of Holy Cross 
also made an impact when 
its aggressive defensive 
play resulted in some foul 

trouble.
“We built the lead in 

the first half with a lot 
of guys off the bench and 
they gave us a good push,” 
Marchesini said.

As Holy Cross hopes 
to surge forward, the Ter-
riers have gone in the other 
direction of late after a 10-1 
start to the year. Leary was 
surprised by the effort he 
got from his club early on. 

The teams meet again at St. 
Francis Prep Feb. 7.

“It wasn’t the kind of 
enthusiasm and effort we 
really needed,” Leary said. 
“It’s a disappointment. It’s 
a rivalry game and instead 
of building on a lot of suc-
cess we’ve sort of taken a 
step back. But there’s a long 
year ahead of us, they’re 
good kids, we’ll be back.”

Knights

Continued from Page 43 

Giglio
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Christ the King found 

success by learning how to 
deal with failure.

The Royals girls’ bas-
ketball team lost three tight 
games at the prestigious 
Nike Tournament of Cham-
pions in Phoenix, Ariz., be-
fore Christmas. Coach Bob 
Mackey called it draining 
and Sienna-bound forward 
Kollyns Scarbrough felt her 
team was disheartened.

They easily could 
have packed it in, arriving 
an hour before game time 
after a 12-hour bus ride 
for their opening game of 
the Boo Williams tourna-
ment Dec. 26 in Virginia. 
Instead, they pulled it to-
gether, fought for a win and 
have not lost since.

“It was a challenge for 
us mentally because we 
didn’t expect that,” Scar-
brough said of the three 
losses at the Tournament 
of Champions. “We get that 
game and turn it around. It 
would have killed our sea-
son if we kept dwelling on 
it.”

Christ the King (8-3) 
is on a five-game winning 
streak that includes a Boo 
Williams tournament title 
and an 85-40 drubbing 
of Archbishop Molloy in 
Middle Village Dec. 9. Scar-
brough said she and her 
team wanted to give New 
York City a little reminder 
who the top dog is right 
now. 

“You hear people still 
talking about it today, 
about how big the gap was,” 
she said. “It proved we are 
No. 1 for a reason.”

The biggest key contin-
ues to be the balanced scor-
ing the Royals are getting. 
They had four players in 
double figures against the 
Stanners. Duke-bound star 
Sierra Calhoun scored 21 
points and dished out five 
assists. Kristen Drogsler, 
who is signed with Caldwell 
College, tallied 12 points 
and sophomore transfers 
Kaela Kinder (Lawrence) 
and Sydney Zambrotta 

(St. John the Baptist) had 
10 points apiece. All Scar-
brough did was add seven 
points, five rebounds and 
four assists.

“You don’t have to 
score 20 or 30 points. Now 
we have a team where kids 
can score, maybe eight, sev-
en, and there will just be a 
whole stat sheet of people 
scoring,” she said.

Mackey said his team 
built that confidence play-
ing against some of the na-
tion’s best teams in Arizona 
and Virginia. They real-
ized the importance of each 
possession when a team is 
able to turn a few mistakes 
in a long scoring run. The 
coach also knew how hard 
they needed to play to con-
sistently stop quality teams 
from scoring.

“It made us really im-
prove our defensive abil-
ity,” Mackey said. “We had 
to control the rebounding 
end and we took care of the 
ball.”

Now they will try to 
take care of business back 
home. The Royals have not 
traveled upstate for the 
state Federation tourna-
ment since winning the 
Class AA crown in 2010. 
This group, because of its 
depth, is showing they have 
the talent to make that hap-
pen this season.

“The proof will be in 
the last game of the season 
to see whether they are of 
that caliber,” Mackey said. 
“Right now they are feel-
ing pretty good and they 
are playing really well to-
gether.”

Royals team battles back 
to create winning streak

Christ the King’s Francesca Giglio (l.) and Mary Louis’ Therese 
Boyle battle for the ball. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Christ the King’s Kollyns Scarbrough drives to the basket during a 
game last year. Photo by Robert Cole
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“Sharon was an ever-
lasting advocate for a se-
cure and viable state for the 
Jewish people,” Meeks said. 
“His vision and dedication 
to peace and security for Is-
rael will continue to inspire 
future generations.”

One of the Queens’  
largest Jewish populations 
is concentrated in Forest 
Hills, where City Council-
man Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows)  said Sha-
ron will be remembered for 

helping to make Israel what 
it is today.

“His story is the story 
of modern Israel,” he said. 
“From its birth to its wars 
and its conflicts, every-
thing is a product of his ef-
forts.”

Lancman said Sha-
ron’s legacy among the 
Jewish community is that 
of a founding father who 
put everything he had into 
helping to establish and 
maintain a safe, secure 
state for his people. As the 
people of Israel cope with 
the death of their late lead-

er, Lancman said he is sure 
the country will continue 
to remember Sharon for 
years to come for what he 
truly was: a giant.

“There’s just no other 
word for him except that,” 
he said. “There are few 
people in history you can 
really call that, but Sharon 
is in that category.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

can’t move,” said Katz, who 
chaired the powerful Land 
Use Committee while on 
the Council.

The borough president 
said she was also going to 
create a storm relief task 
force to coordinate rebuild-
ing so those affected by Su-
perstorm Sandy can “trade 
stories and figure out how 
we can make things hap-
pen faster, better, more ef-
ficiently and get people the 
money they’re owed in this 
borough.”

Katz was sworn in by 
Mayor Bill de Blasio with 
a Bible held by U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), who chairs the 
county’s Democratic Party.

De Blasio said he had 
known Katz since they both 
served on the Council to-
gether and that she had the 
qualities necessary to lead.

“She came by it natu-
rally. Her late parents, Da-
vid and Jeanne, were pil-
lars of the arts and culture 
community of this borough 
and they taught her well,” 
he said.

“When she was the 

chair of the Land Use Com-
mittee, I saw her do the near 
impossible on a regular 
basis: take every conceiv-
able interest — all fighting 
for each other — and bring 
them together and make 
sense of it, because she had 
the brains and the talent 
to do that. She stood up for 
neighborhoods in the pro-
cess, she made sure the land 
use process focused on the 
characters and the needs of 
our neighborhoods.”

Katz was officially 
sworn in by City Clerk Mi-
chael McSweeney Dec. 18, 
her office said.

sell builders their unused 
space, which in hot mar-
kets can become a lucrative 
commodity just the same as 
real estate.

Over the past two 
years, Heatherwood Com-
munities has bought up the 
lion’s share of development 
rights in Queens for its 
nearly 500,000-square-foot 
residential tower at Queens 
Plaza in Long Island City.

The company paid 
$12.6 million in 2011 for 
the 17,500 square-foot prop-
erty at 42-12 28th St., which 
is zoned for up to 175,000 
square feet of development, 
where it plans to erect a 477-
unit, 58-story tower.

In order to build big-
ger, Heatherwood pur-
chased 86,630 square feet of 
air rights for the project in 
2012 and bought up another 
102,430 square feet of rights 
in 2013, paying $100 per-
square-foot in both trans-
actions.

Heatherwood was not 
the only developer buying 
the LIC sky in 2013.

Another outfit, Brook-
lyn condo builder Kora 
Developers, paid approxi-
mately $120 for each of the 
2,300 square feet of rights 
it purchased in December 
for its even-story, 21-unit  
mixed-use project in the 
Hunter’s Point section of 
the neighborhood.

The developer shelled 
out $2.83 million a year ago 
for the 5,000-square-foot lot 
on the corner of 11th Street 
and 47th Road, which zon-
ing limits to 20,000 square 
feet of development.

Kora principal Alex 
Kostovetsky said the build-
ing will cap out around 
26,000 square feet with 
about 4,000 square feet of 
commercial space in the 
cellar, which he said does 
not count toward the build-
ing’s limit.. 

Eric Benaim, presi-
dent of the real estate firm 
Modern Spaces, brokered 
the air rights deal between 
Kora and their next-door 
neighbor and said it took 
some explaining on both 
sides.

“We were working 
with [Kora] from the very 
early stages and noticed 
the top floor only had one 
apartment — basically it 
had a lot of pretty much 
roof space,” he said.

Benaim suggested 
Kora purchase excess de-
velopment rights from the 
mom-and-pop property 
owners next door — also 
Modern Spaces clients — 
who, after some explaining, 
realized the assets they had 
overhead.

“After they understood 
what was being done, they 
kind of had a number in 
mind,” said Benaim, who 
expects air rights purchas-
es to increase in the com-
ing year. “I think over here 
you’re going to see it more 
and more. Sites are re-
stricted and you can maxi-
mize your costs. If you’re 
paying $200 a foot, you can 
buy an extra thousand for 
$100, $120 a foot. You get a 
bigger pie and that brings 
down cost.”

Elsewhere in Queens 
last year, the developer of a 
3-story office/retail build-
ing in Richmond Hill trans-

ferred 8,970 square feet of 
rights between two proper-
ties it owned, and the com-
pany putting up 110 units of 
affordable housing in LIC 
north of Queensboro Plaza 
added 13,720 square feet of 
rights to clear the way for 
its 17-story tower.

In markets like mid-
town Manhattan where the 
rights are frequently trad-
ed, the price developers are 
willing to pay for the assets 
is easier to gauge, but in 
places where purchases are 
few-and-far between the 
market is still difficult to 
predict.

Historically, most air-
rights transfers in Queens 
occur when a single owner 
— or related entities — 
combines the development 
capabilities of two or more 
lots he or she owns.

For instance, in 2012 
the Macedonia A.M.E. 
Church in Flushing trans-
ferred about 35,680 square 
feet of unused rights to 
the lot next door where the 
church is constructing a 
14-story, 140-unit affordable 
housing project.

Transfers like this 
provide no information 
about the price for air 
rights because no money 
is exchanged, but they do 
indicate developers’ incli-
nations to look toward the 
assets to help their projects 
grow.

Josiah Madar, a re-
search fellow at New York 
University’s Furman Cen-
ter for Real Estate and Ur-
ban Policy, said there is 
still too little data to draw 
specific conclusions about 
the market for development 
rights in Queens. 

and her lawyers said Shee-
han acted in self-defense, 
after her spouse repeat-
edly threatened to kill her 
during nearly two decades 
marked by physical and 
emotional abuse.

Sheehan’s attorneys 
said Kron could have hand-
ed down a sentence below 
the minimum 3 1/2 years 
by invoking leniency for 
victims of domestic vio-
lence, but instead gave her 
five years. Her sentencing 
requires Sheehan to serve 
all five years before being 
granted parole.

Sheehan teamed up 
with the New York State 
Prisoner Assistance Center 
to begin making the case 
for clemency. If granted 
by the governor, clemency 
would allow her to serve 
the remaining 4 1/2 years 
of her sentence on parole. 
She would then remain on 
parole for 2 1/2 years, ac-
cording to Mario Vreden-
burg, executive director of 
the center.

Generally, New York-
ers are not eligible for 
clemency unless they have 
served at least half of their 
sentence, but Vredenburg 
said he believes two excep-
tions excuse Sheehan from 
this stipulation: Clemency 
would be in the interest of 
justice and consistent with 
public safety, and Sheehan’s 
rehabilitation and further 
incarceration would con-
stitute gross unfairness 
because of inequities in her 
court case.

Vredenburg said the 

justice’s decision forbid-
ding Sheehan’s psychia-
trist from testifying raised 
questions about the trial. 
He also said Kron’s state-
ment that the sentence was 
meant to deter others from 
engaging in similar behav-
ior shows the punishment 
was misguided.

“So other women that 
get beaten for 20 years 
shouldn’t defend them-
selves when their lives are 
in imminent danger?” Vre-
denburg said. “He gave a 
sentence he admits doesn’t 
make much sense.”

Sheehan said she felt 
the judge allowed his per-
sonal opinions to influence 
the sentencing.

“He was totally wrong 
to put his own personal 
feeling and personal 
thoughts into it,” she said. 
“Jail should be to reha-
bilitate someone who has a 
problem and I don’t have a 
problem.”

The Queens district at-
torney’s office declined to 
comment.

The New York State 
Prisoner Assistance Center 
has started a petition urg-
ing Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

to grant Sheehan clemen-
cy. It has collected nearly 
1,600 signatures in its first 
month.

Sheehan has also be-
gun blogging about her 
clemency campaign and 
life in prison, at justicefor-
barbara.org.

Cuomo’s office did not 
return a call for comment.

Vredenburg said his 
group is teaming up with 
about 20 domestic violence 
advocacy groups to investi-
gate Sheehan’s case. He an-
ticipates formally handing 
Cuomo a clemency applica-
tion in late March.

“Gov. Cuomo has come 
out at least four times since 
he took office to publicly say 
the way courts handle do-
mestic violence needs to be 
overhauled ... and that do-
mestic violence is basically 
the scourge of society,” Vre-
denburg said. “He’s never 
actually put any of that into 
action. We’re going to call 
him on that.”

Vredenburg said clem-
ency is extremely rare and, 
besides one other pending 
application, the center has 
not requested clemency in 
roughly eight years.

Continued from Page 1 

Sheehan

Continued from Page 4 

Sharon

Continued from Page 1 

Air Rights

Continued from Page 4 
Katz

A petition signed by hundreds urges Gov. Andrew Cuomo to grant 
Barbara Sheehan (c.) clemency.
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your
Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY
th

from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!


