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BY BILL PARRY

A union leader who spear-
headed the recent fight for better 
wages and working conditions for 

airport workers is pleased that 
the head of the Port Authority 
has come out with his own call for 
higher wages. 

Port Authority Executive Di-

rector Patrick  Foye sent a letter 
Tuesday to the CEOs of several 
major airlines that operate out of 
Kenndy and LaGuardia demand-
ing that workers making $9 an 

hour or less receive an immediate 
$1-per-hour increase.

The order comes after two 
weeks of intensifying pressure 
after nearly a thousand sky caps, 
cleaners and security workers 
rallied and marched on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. A group of 
32 lawmakers, union officials and 
members of the clergy were ar-
rested during a civil disobedience 
that closed down the 94th Street 
Bridge leading into LaGuardia 
Airport.

Mayor Bill de Blasio followed 
up with a Jan. 21 vow to help get 
the workers a living wage, which 
was followed the next day by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s call for the Port 
Authority to find a short-term so-
lution.

Hector Figueroa, president 
of Local 32BJ of the Service Em-
ployees International Union, 
said, “Pat Foye’s letter is a prom-
ising step forward and marks the 
first real progress we have made 
in lifting thousands of contracted 
workers out of poverty.”

In addition, Foye’s letter 
called for the airlines to make 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day a paid 
holiday. The Port Authority had 

BY BILL PARRY

Opposition to the proposed 
expansion of the 82nd Street Part-
nership from Jackson Heights 
into Corona is gaining strength 
with the rise of the Roosevelt Av-
enue Community Alliance.

A grassroots coalition of 
small business owners and ven-
dors, mostly Hispanic, formed 
RACA last fall in opposition to 
City Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras’ (D-East Elmhurst) plan to 
extend the business improvement 
district from 81st Street to 114th 
Street along Roosevelt Avenue.

It would create one of the 
city’s largest BIDs, incorporating 
retail hubs including Junction 
Boulevard, Corona Plaza and Na-
tional Street.

A recent film screening of 
a documentary warning of the 
dangers of gentrification called 
“The Vanishing City” drew more 
than 80 people on a Saturday af-
ternoon.

“The movie screening was 
a big success because people are 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Borough lawmakers are calling for an in-
vestigation — and even a reorganization — of the 
Queens Library after a news report detailed the 
library’s spending under President Thomas Gal-

Elected offi cials question
Queens Library spending

BY RICH BOCKMANN

About a year after it 
floated a plan to convert 
an underused building on 
its Jamaica Hills campus 
into supportive housing, 
Queens Hospital Center 
is now considering tear-

ing down the T Building, 
though a group of preser-
vationists wants to see the 
historic structure stay.

The hospital’s plan last 
year to lease the 76-year-
old former tuberculosis 
ward was met with sharp 
rebuke from neighborhood 

residents and community 
leaders, who feared the 
building’s tenants — people 
with low incomes, chronic 
conditions, mental disabili-
ties and those living with 
HIV/AIDS — would be too 
close for comfort to nearby 

 Alliance fi ghts
expansion of 

BID to Corona

Port Authority orders wage hike
Major airline carriers asked to raise hourly pay for JFK, LGA contract workers

Continued on Page 9Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Group vies to save T Building

A preservation group is launching a cam-
paign to prevent Queens Hospital Center’s 
T Building from being demolished.

LUNAR NEW YEAR FESTIVITIES

Dancers from the New York Chinese Cultural Center perform for a crowd at the Queens Museum during a Lunar New 
Year celebration. Photo by Christina Santucci
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$289 $12,000

$3,850 $4,000

$2,990 $700

$5,800 $2,500

Low-E
Double Hung 
Fully Welded

Our 2-Week Kitchen Includes: 

(up to 50 sq. ft.) $240 per sq. ft.

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. 

 

Energy Efficient

Fully Welded

100 LF

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. 

 
Many Colors & Styles

 
(up to 250 sq. ft.)

Other Services:

FREE Estimates, Call Today!

888.619.2677

Call Today! 888.619.2677

$

GreenTree Construction, Inc. 

 Fully Insured

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Low-E
Double Hung 
Fully Welded

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. Insulation 
Board & Corner Posts 
Many Colors & Styles

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. 
Complete Removal
New Tar Paper/Shingles
All Debris Removed

1-Week Bathroom Includes: 

Total Job with this Coupon

$289

$2,900

$3,850

$500 OFF

$1000 OFF
Total Job with this Coupon

$2000 OFF
Total Job with this Coupon

2-Week Kitchen Includes:

(Fully Installed)
Fully Welded
Seamless Aluminium Gutters
100 LF

$700

Full Driveway
(up to 250 sq. ft.)

$2,500
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
City Councilman Rory 

Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
came up empty-handed 
when the Council speaker 
was doling out committee 
chairmanships last week, 
but the Queens Democratic 
Party loyalist did get a seat 
on all three public safety 
committees, a vantage 
point he said puts him in a 
unique position to ensure 
the city’s safety.

Lancman, the former 
state assemblyman who 
backed Councilman Dan 
Garodnick (D-Manhattan) 
in the race to helm the 
Council, said only Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan) knows why he 
was not given a chairman-
ship, and his lack of title 
will not hold him back.

“For me it’s not a big 
deal,” he said. “I don’t need 
to hold a gavel for the sake 
of holding a gavel.”

When it came to hand-
ing out committee as-
signments, Mark-Viverito 
appointed Lancman as a 
sitting member on the Pub-
lic Safety, Fire and Crimi-
nal Justice and Juvenile 
Justice committees, mak-
ing him the only lawmaker 
to sit on all three.

“I’m coming at it ho-
listically. These three com-
mittees cover all the public 
safety issues the city of New 
York confronts,” he said. 
“You get to see the whole 
public-safety panorama 
from where you sit.”

For the committee on 
juvenile justice, Lancman 
said one of the top priori-
ties will be to take a hard 

look at Close to Home, the 
Cuomo administration ini-

tiative that brought low-se-
curity youth offenders who 
were sent upstate back to 
the city to be closer to fam-
ily and support services.

“It’s a big issue in 
communities of color that 
young men and women — 
mostly young men of color 
— find themselves in the 
criminal justice system 
upstate — far, far away,” he 
said. “The perception was 
that it was as much to cre-
ate jobs upstate than to af-
ford sound criminal justice 
purposes. Close to Home is 
fraught with lots of other 
political issues.”

Lancman said that a 
year or two after its imple-
mentation the program 
needs to be evaluated to see 
if it has had the desired ef-
fect, noting that being close 
to home may also bring an 

offender closer to the ele-
ments that lead to criminal 
activity in the first place.

A lawyer by profes-
sion, Lancman served 
three terms in the state As-
sembly.

One of the tasks of the 
Fire and Criminal Justice 
Committee is to oversee the 
city’s criminal courts, and 
Lancman said one thing he 
would like to focus on is the 
effectiveness of restraining 
orders issued in domestic 
violence cases.

“Sometimes that order 
of protection is not worth 
the paper it’s printed on,” 
he said, adding he has had 
conversations with the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office about the feasibility 
of requiring those with or-
ders of protection against 
them to wear GPS-tracking 

bracelets in order to track 
their movements.

On Public Safety, Lanc-
man said the Council, the 
mayor and the courts have 
basically had their say on 
stop-and-frisk, and now the 
task is moving the Police 
Department forward while 
keeping the city safe.

“That’s behind us, 
and now the challenge is 
to make sure the Police 
Department can keep us 
safe and do so in a constitu-
tional way and not fall back 
and be able to break some 
of the bad habits that devel-
oped over the last couple of 
years,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

New City Councilman Rory 
Lancman sits on all three pub-
lic safety committees.

 Lancman gets public safety role but no chairmanship

BY KELSEY DURHAM
  
For many Queens resi-

dents who work as carriage 
drivers in Central Park, the 
centuries-old business is 
more than just a job.

Steve Malone is the 
proud son of a Bayside 
couple who started a horse-
drawn carriage business in 
1964 and Malone, who now 
lives on Long Island, has 
been in the business him-
self for nearly 27 years. He 
is just one of hundreds of 
workers across New York 
fighting to save their jobs, 
threatened by a proposed 
ban on horse-drawn car-
riage rides in the park.

“It would be devastat-
ing,” he said. “This is a 
business that’s been in fam-
ilies for decades. Now they 
want to take it away.”

A recent proposal put 
forth by Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio seeks to put an end to the 
business that he believes is 
cruel to horses. Malone, 
who serves as spokesman 
for the Local 553 union rep-

resenting carriage drivers, 
said there are about 300 li-
censed workers across the 
city who depend on the car-
riage ride industry to make 

their living.
Some 15 percent to 20 

percent of those people, he 
said, live near Bayside and 
would be left without any-

thing to fall back on if their 
jobs were lost.

“We have 68 carriages 
and those carriages repre-
sent 68 small businesses,” 

he said. “It’s not a game. 
We’re talking about peo-
ple’s livelihoods. We have 
a very good, legal business 
that’s been in place for 155 
years and it has no reason 
to be replaced.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has been one of 
the strongest proponents of 
the legislation, dating back 
to his time in the City Coun-
cil when he proposed a ban 
of his own in 2009. Avella 
cited several concerns with 
the business, such as over-
worked horses and owners 
not following regulations.

He also said there is 
a “serious safety issue” 
involved with having the 
horses so close to Manhat-
tan’s busy streets.

“Why do we allow 
them in Midtown traffic 
anymore? ” Avella said. 
“It’s sort of crazy. The two 
don’t mix. There’s a reason 
horse and buggies don’t ex-
ist anymore.”

Malone said the Coun-
cil overwhelmingly passed 
a resolution in 2012 approv-

ing additions to the more 
than 140 pages of regula-
tions meant to protect the 
horses.

According to the regu-
lations, horses are not al-
lowed to work in tempera-
tures above 89 degrees or 
below 18 degrees. A section 
of Central Park’s website 
dedicated to horse car-
riage tours also notes that 
animals have been known 
to be taken back to stables   
in snow or other inclement 
weather.

The newest rules 
passed in 2012 added vaca-
tion time for animals, in-
creased stall size at stables 
and called for more vac-
cination and healthcare. 
Malone dismissed the idea 
that rules are not followed 
by drivers, but Avella ar-
gued that the city agencies 
in charge of overseeing 
the industry don’t enforce 
regulations and said it has 
led to safety concerns and 
businesses illegally over-
charging customers.

A horse-drawn carriage rides down a street in Manhattan. Hundreds of drivers, including some in 
Queens, are fighting for their jobs after Mayor Bill de Blasio proposed a ban on carriage rides in 
Central Park.

Boro carriage drivers fear for their jobs
Mayor’s proposed ban on Central Park horse-drawn rides threatens Bayside residents’ livelihoods
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

Design Commission signs off 
on plans for plaza in Glendale

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Pedestrians may soon 
have a haven in Glendale.

The City Design Com-
mission approved final 
design plans Monday for a 
pedestrian plaza near Glen-
dale Memorial Triangle. 
The project calls for closing 
70th Street to cars between 
Cooper and Myrtle avenues 
while expanding and en-
hancing the commemora-
tive park.

The project emerged 
from the Ridgewood Lo-
cal Development Corp.’s 
2009 application to the city 
Department of Transpor-
tation’s Plaza Program, 
where the city partners 
with nonprofits to plan the 
transformation and main-
tenance of social public 
spaces.

The city Department 
of Design and Construc-
tion said it could now begin 
preparing a bid for the con-
struction work. DDC antici-
pates the project will last 18 
months, but did not give a 
cost estimate for the bid. 

Construction work-
ers will use scorched or 
tinted concrete to delineate 
where the plaza begins and 
ends and install benches, 
an old-fashioned drinking 
fountain and light poles, ac-
cording to Theodore Renz, 
executive director of the 
Ridgewood LDC.

He said a ring of cir-
cular granite blocks would 
surround the bronze monu-

ment, which was created in 
1921 to honor Glendale resi-
dents who died in World 
War I.

The project also in-
cludes planting trees and 
greenery in the park and 
adding moveable chairs 
and tables to the plaza dur-
ing the day, Renz said.

Community Board 5 
Chairman Vincent Arcuri 
Jr. said he was particu-
larly excited about a stand 
that will elevate trees dur-
ing future Christmas tree 
lighting ceremonies. He 
said the current setup leads 
to evergreens eclipsing the 
monument.

“It’s similar to what 
they do at the Rockefeller 
Center, but not as large,”  
Arcuri said. “We’re hoping 
it becomes the real center 
of Glendale.”

Renz said the business 
community has largely 
been pleased with the 71st 
Avenue Triangle currently 
fashioned into a pedestrian 
plaza.

The Myrtle Avenue 
Queens Business Improve-
ment District successfully 
applied to enlist the area in 
the Plaza Program in 2011. 
At that point, a new com-
ponent of the city initiative 
allowed applicants to tem-
porarily block cars from 
pedestrian plazas while the 
permanent plans are ham-
mered out.

Renz said the 71st Av-
enue Triangle, which re-
serves 71st Avenue between 
Stephen Street and Myrtle 
Avenue for pedestrians, has 
been cordoned off since Sep-
tember 2012 and spruced up 
with amenities.

The city plans to transform the Glendale Memorial Triangle into a 
pedestrian plaza. Photo by Sarina Trangle



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, FEB. 2, 2014
5

DOG TRAINING
ALL BREEDS PUPPY TRAINING

PET SPA RESORT & DOG TRAINING ACADEMY
1870 Grand Avenue, Baldwin, NY 11510

PET BOARDING
PET SPA RESORT 

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Federal officials plan 
to start paying for volun-
tary tracking devices for 
autistic children who es-
cape their caregivers fol-
lowing 14-year-old Avonte 
Oquendo’s disappearance 
from a Long Island City 
school that ended in his  
death.

The announcement 
was made by Attorney 
General Eric Holder at 
a congressional hearing 
Wednesday morning, a fed-
eral lawmaker said.

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer  (D-N.Y.)had pro-
posed a tracking program 
in November and the sena-
tor unveiled a $10 million 
bill Sunday to fund the de-
vices and expand support 
services for children with 
developmental disorders.

A spokesman for 
Schumer said he was plan-
ning to continue with his 
proposed legislation to sup-

plement the Department of 
Justice’s decision, which 
will immediately clear 
the way for existing grant 
funds to fund the tracking 
devices. 

Schumer’s bill is 
dubbed “Avonte’s Law.” 

Avonte was last seen 
Oct. 4 running out of the 
Riverview School, a public 
school for special-needs 

children in Long Island 
City. DNA testing con-
firmed last week that the 
remains found along the 
rocky shoreline at Powell’s 
Cove in College Point were 

Avonte’s.
During a funeral mass 

in Greenwich Village Sat-
urday morning, Avonte 
was remembered as a cou-
rageous child for dealing 
with his autism.

“This morning we 
are grateful to God for 
Avonte Oquendo, for his 
life, for his courage and for 
the acts of goodness and 
kindness that his life and 
his tragic disappearance 
evoked among us,” retired 
Cardinal Edward Egan, 
the former archbishop of 
New York, told hundreds of 
mourners who attended the 
packed public service at the 
Church of Saint Joseph.

The line to enter the 
funeral wrapped around 
the block as attendees wait-
ed to be let inside.

“People who don’t 
even know Avonte have 
just poured out,” said Rose 
Ortiz, a cousin of Avonte’s 
father, Daniel Oquendo. 
“[The family] cannot be-

lieve so many people have 
come out. They are so grate-
ful.”

Among them was Yon-
kers resident Jan Watts, 
who hung posters around 
schools in her neighbor-
hood during the three-
month-long citywide man-
hunt by family members, 
law enforcement and volun-
teers.

“They had divers 
search the East River. They 
individually and meticu-
lously inspected 486 sub-
way stations because they 
knew Avonte’s interest in 
trains,” Egan said.

During that time, 
Avonte’s relatives remained 
optimistic he was alive.

“When he was lost, 
they never lost hope until 
his remains were found,” 
Egan said during the ser-
vice, where he was joined 
by clergy from Our Lady of 
the Angelus in Rego Park, 
where the teen lived.

Mourners including Avonte’s mother, Vanessa Fontaine (c.), walk out of the Church of Saint Joseph. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Feds back tracking devices after Avonte’s death
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

The city Department 
of Education has agreed to 
satisfy a request from par-
ents in District 26 that will 
prevent students from los-
ing their spots in the Gifted 
and Talented programs.

An unofficial agree-
ment was announced Tues-
day by the DOE to call off 
the city’s plan to force stu-
dents in the coveted G&T 
programs to reapply for 
their spots upon entering 
middle school.

Instead, G&T students 
moving from elementary 
school into junior high will 
be grandfathered into the 
program, a decision that 
parents see as a victory for 
their children.

“We’re really happy,” 
said Jeanneatte Segal, pres-
ident of the Community Ed-
ucation Council for District 
26. “This agreement will 
really seal the deal once it’s 

made as a public announce-
ment.”

Before the potential 
change was announced 
in late 2013, students who 
had already entered the 
programs as early as kin-
dergarten were allowed to 
continue in them until they 
reached high school with-
out having to reapply for a 
seat each year.

Segal said the change 
was intended to make the 
system more uniform with 
the rest of the city and make 
it more competitive for stu-
dents to enter the program 
in higher grades.

“I can understand 
their point of view, but 
it wasn’t fair for the par-
ents,” she said. “People 
moved here and bought 
homes here to be closer to 
these programs, and to all 
of a sudden change it and 
have it not be what we were 
promised was a slap in the 
face.”

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The construction of 
traffic islands on College 
Point Boulevard has creat-
ed a number of traffic prob-
lems and an increase in 
accidents since it started, 
community leaders say.

The long rectangular 
curbs that serve as parti-
tions for pedestrians trying 
to cross busy roads have 
caused headaches for driv-
ers, said Community Board 
7 District Manager Marilyn 
Bitterman.

“It’s a total traffic 
nightmare over there,” she 
said at a district service 
cabinet meeting last week.

When the traffic is-
lands were first built in 
October, they lacked the 
proper signs and markings 
to warn drivers of their 
presence, Bitterman said.

“If you’re putting in a 
center island, put it in and 
put the proper signage and 
markings at one island and 
then move onto your sec-
ond one,” she said about 
the project, which has been 
drawn out over the last four 
months.

A police source said 
accidents in the area with 
the new traffic islands sky-
rocketed by 400 percent af-
ter they were first put in.

The city Department 
of Design and Construc-
tion, the agency in charge 
of the traffic islands’ con-
struction, installed yellow 

bollards and white plastic 
delineators around the par-
titions in the end of Novem-
ber so that drivers would 
see them.

A spokesman for DDC 
said the project is expected 
to be finished in the spring 
or as soon as the weather 
allows for the road to be 
paved and marked. The 
project’s contractors can-
not pave the road while 
it has snow on it, he said. 
DDC believes the traffic is-
lands will make the street 
safer for pedestrians and 

motorists.
City Department of 

Transportation officials 
said they were confident 
traffic problems would be 
alleviated once the project 
is complete.

Bitterman, however, 
was not convinced. The 
community board’s leader-
ship has been against the 
traffic islands since they 
were first proposed. CB 7 
Chairman Gene Kelty and 
the community board’s 
Transportation Committee 
were both vehemently op-

posed to the construction of 
the islands because of traf-
fic concerns.

“They’ve been creat-
ing all sorts of problems,” 
said Bitterman, who added 
she will be writing a letter 
to Mayor Bill de Blasio to 
express her frustrations 
about the project. She said 
she has tried to schedule 
multiple meeting with the 
project’s contractors but 
they have never shown up.

Former New York City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott smiles 
as students at PS 203 in Oakland Gardens perform a rendition of 
“We Love You, Chancellor.” PS 203 is one of dozens of schools in 
District 26 that will be allowed to grandfather students into Gifted 
and Talented programs.

Community leaders say traffic islands on College Point Boulevard have been causing problems. 
Photo by Alex Robinson

Dist. 26’s gifted kids
can keep slots in JHS

Traffi c islands must go: CB7
Community leader blasts College Pt. Blvd. partitions for creating chaos
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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BY BILL PARRY

When the city De-
partment of Education an-
nounced plans for a new an-
nex at Woodside’s PS 11, the 
news was well-received, but 
with construction set to be-
gin in June a new problem 
has arisen: What will they 
do with the children?

To build the 850-seat 
extension, the city School 
Construction Authority 
must first demolish a tem-
porary mini-building, dis-
placing 200 students. The 
main building, at 54-25 
Skillman Ave., operates at 
132 percent of capacity, so 
that is not an option.

The DOE plans to bus 
the 200 kindergartners 3.2 
miles away to PS 171 in As-
toria for a year until the 
construction of PS 339, in 
Sunnyside, is complete.

Parents are outraged 

at the plan, so elected of-
ficials sent a joint letter 
to city Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña urging the 
DOE to reconsider busing 
students to the other side of 
District 30.

The officials wrote of 
their shared concern with 
“the psychological effects 
on the incoming kindergar-
ten class since they could 
potentially attend three 
different schools in three 

consecutive years.”
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 

(D-Jackson Heights) said, 
“While the expansion of PS 
11 in Woodside is a neces-
sary investment in our chil-
dren’s education, we need 

to ensure that construction 
is as least disruptive as pos-
sible to our families. I urge 
the DOE to work with the 
parents in our community 
on finding a suitable loca-
tion for the children that is 
closer to home.”

State Assemblywom-
an Margaret Markey (D-
Ridgewood) added, “There 
must be a better alternate 
location for these kinder-
gartners. A 3-mile ride dur-
ing rush hour is no way for 
children to begin their first 
year in school.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) believes he has the an-
swer right in his backyard.

PS 313, currently un-
der construction at 45-46 
42nd St., will be ready to 
open in September. When 
the DOE opens a new school 
it’s policy is to fill the school 
one year at a time, it does 

not  fill it with students. In 
fact, plans are for only kin-
dergarten the first year, 
leaving plenty of room for 
the displaced students from 
PS 11.

“I’m hopeful that they 
will keep the children close 
to home and the option of 
sending them to PS 313 is 
very much under consid-
eration,” Van Bramer said. 
“There will certainly be 
enough space at PS 313.”

The potential solution 
may also benefit students 
at IS 125, at 46-02 47th Ave., 
who will be in the same sit-
uation when construction 
begins on their annex this 
summer.

Ultimately, the deci-
sion will be made by the 
city Panel for Educational 
Policy, which has delayed 
the process for two months 
because of the change in 
the city’s administration.

 Parents resist DOE plan to bus PS 11 kids

PS 11 in Woodside finally gets the annex everyone has wanted, but now there are logistics problems. 
Photo by Bill Parry

BY SARINA TRANGLE

After bills to raise the 
gambling age to 21 stalled 
in state Legislature com-
mittees last year, Ozone 
Park lawmakers hope  the 
measures’ odds will shake 
out better this session.

State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo Jr. (D-Howard 
Beach) and state Assem-
blyman Phillip Goldfeder 
(D-Rockaway Beach) in-
troduced bills in January 
that would prohibit anyone 
under 21 from gambling in 
New York, noting concerns 
about the Resorts World ra-
cino in South Ozone Park.

Addabbo said that in 
the last session the Rac-
ing, Gaming and Wager-
ing Committee was preoc-
cupied with the recently 
passed referendum to au-
thorize up to seven full-
scale casinos in New York. 
He said now that there will 
be more casinos to regu-
late, he wants to convince 
colleagues that gambling 
poses a danger for 18- to-
20-year-olds currently 

allowed in racetrack casi-
nos, often called racinos.

“I am optimistic that 
we can pass it. It has no 
real price tag. It doesn’t 
cost the state any money. 
There’s no real fiscal im-
pact,” Addabbo said. “The 
bottom line is, why not?”

Goldfeder’s bill has 
attracted three co-spon-
sors — Assemblymen Tom 
Abinanti (D-Greenburgh), 
Steven Cymbrowitz (D-
Brooklyn) and Michael 
Miller (D-Woodhaven) 
— and moved to the Com-
mittee on Racing and Wa-
gering. Sen. Liz Krueger 
(D-Manhattan) has signed 
on as a co-sponsor of Add-
abbo’s bill, which is in the 
Racing, Gaming and Wa-
gering Committee.

Because altering the 
gambling age would re-
quire an amendment to the 
state constitution, it would 
require both the Assembly 
and State to twice approve 
the legislation and then 
voters’ approval via a bal-
lot referendum.

Goldfeder said he was 

concerned by the preva-
lence of younger gamblers 
at Resorts World, which he 
said can make it difficult 
for the racino to prevent 
underage drinking.

Addabbo said Resorts 
World has had issues with 

underage gamblers and its 
proximity to John Adams 
High School is distress-
ing.

Both lawmakers em-
phasized that other major 
gambling establishments 
like Atlantic City are not 

open to those under 21.
“The gambling addi-

tion, once it is an addition, 
knows no boundaries, cer-
tainly not age,” Addabbo 
said. “There’s a big differ-
ence between 18 and 21 in 
terms of maturity.”

A memo attached to 
the Assembly bill notes 
that 10 percent of adoles-
cents in New York — about 
140,000 people — have expe-
rienced problem gambling, 
according to the New York 
State Council on Problem 
Gambling. The organiza-
tion Youth Gambling In-
ternational estimates that 
18-to-21-year-olds are three 
times more likely to have 
gambling problems.

Kerri Lyon, a spokes-
woman for Resorts World, 
would not say whether 
the business supported 
the bills, but said the ra-
cino would implement any 
changes approved by the 
state. About 2 percent of 
Resorts World’s clientele 
is under 21, according to 
Lyon.

The Business Council 

of New York State, which 
helped start a political ac-
tion committee to promote 
the casino expansion ref-
erendum, did not return 
calls for comment.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
Assembly Speaker Shel-
don Silver (D-Manhattan) 
and Senate Co-Majority 
Leaders Dean Skelos (R-
Rockville Centre) and Jef-
frey Klein (D-Bronx) did 
not respond to requests for 
comment before deadline.

Addabbo said he had 
introduced a second bill 
that would classify securi-
ty guards at Resorts World 
as “peace officers” so they 
were authorized to arrest 
people, rather than detain-
ing them while police of-
ficers from the 106th Pre-
cinct drove to the racino.

“Right now, they 
have to take a patrol off 
the streets of our neigh-
borhood, which should be 
there patrolling for our 
residents,” Addabbo said. 
“They are tied up for hours 
at Resorts World.”

Queens pols aim to ban gamblers under age 21

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo Jr. and state Assemblyman Phillip 
Goldfeder seek to raise the legal gambling age to 21.



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, FEB. 2, 2014
9

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

seeking the truth about 
the long-term effects of 
the BID,” organizer Tania 
Mattos said. “As an im-
migrant activist and Jack-
son Heights resident of 26 
years, I am strongly op-
posed to the BID because 
it will raise the rents. 
Our communities deserve 
clean, safe streets but not 
at the price of being kicked 
out of our homes.”

The 30-year-old Bo-
livian native has been 
involved in immigration 
reform, the Dream Act 
and organizing Louisi-
ana restaurant workers, 
but is now immersed in 
RACA, she says, “because 
business owners are the 
backbone of the movement 
but they are so busy they 
depend on us to represent 
them.”

The owner of Franky 
Fashions, at 94-17 Roosevelt 
Ave., Frank Rafalian, said, 
“The BID is tricky. When 
they have meetings, they 
do it on days and hours 

that they know we can’t 
attend because we’re run-
ning our shops.”

He added that the ad-
ditional expense of mem-
bership fees could cripple 
his enterprise.

“I’m told it could cost 
$2,000 a year.  My real estate 
tax has gone up $12,000 in 
the last few years. Doesn’t 
this pay for sanitation and 
graffiti removal? At the 
end of the day they’re just 
paving the way for corpo-

rate chains to come in and 
change the Hispanic small 
business identity of Jack-
son Heights and Corona,” 
Rafalian said.

Ferreras defended 
her vision for the business 
stretch.

“The proposal for the 
Jackson Heights-Corona 
Business Improvement 
District was formed to 
combat many of the ex-
isting problems my con-
stituents experience on a 

daily basis, such as crime, 
litter, poor lighting and 
safety along Roosevelt Av-
enue,” she said. “While I 
have always welcomed all 
members of our commu-
nity to share their input 
on this proposal, it has 
come to our attention that 
there are several vocal op-
ponents who continue to 
have misconceptions.”

Seth Taylor, executive 
director of the 82nd Street 
Partnership, claims the 
lines of communication 
have included RACA in 
the process.

“We’ve invited them 
to meet with us on several 
occasions. We’re always 
willing to meet with them 
and with anyone who has 
questions about the pro-
posed expansion,” he said.

Mattos believes Tay-
lor is a large part of the 
problem.

“Seth is a very diffi-
cult person to talk to. His 
e-mails are aggressive in 
our opinion and we don’t 
feel he’s come into this 
neighborhood respecting 
us,” she said.

ignored a petition that was 
presented to them in Janu-
ary, signed by 2,000 work-
ers requesting the paid 
holiday and that is what led 
to the protest Jan. 13.

“We are glad Mr. Foye 
and the Port Authority have 
responded to the workers’ 
call for Martin Luther King 
Day to be a paid holiday and 
will be raising their wages 
to $10.10 an hour as an ini-
tial first step,” Figueroa 
said. “We have gotten to 
this point due to the cour-
age of the contracted air-
port workers and their 
willingness to take action 
-- including being arrested 
for civil disobedience at La-
Guardia Airport on MLK 
Day.”

Meanwhile, Shareeka 
Elliott, a cleaner who works 
at Kennedy and a single 
mother of two, was the 
personal guest of U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) at 
Tuesday night’s State of the 
Union address. The senator 
invited Elliott after learn-

ing that she makes just $8 
an hour working the 10 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. shift before taking 
her daughters to school. El-
liott was impressed with 
her first trip to Washing-
ton, D.C.

After meeting Schum-
er, Elliot said, “I hope to 
hear the president touch 
base on the struggles my-
self and my fellow airport 
workers are going through 
as far as the minimum 
wage.”

President Barack 
Obama did just that, call-
ing for an across-the-board 
increase in the minimum 
wage to $10.10 from $7.25.

“In the coming weeks, 
I will issue an executive 
order requiring federal 
contractors to pay their fed-
erally funded employees a 
fair wage of at least $10.10 
an hour,” Obama said.

He added that to reach 
millions more, Congress 
would have to act.

“Say yes, give America 
a raise,” he said.

Continued from Page 1 

Wages
Continued from Page 1 

Raca

Organizers of the Roosevelt Avenue Civic Association tout the 
grass roots movement’s growth. Photo Courtesy RACA
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schools.
Queens Hospital 

eventually dropped the 
plan and now is looking 
at a number of options for 
the building — which is 
currently being used as 
a back office — including 
demolition.

The Queens Pres-
ervation Council, how-
ever, is up in arms over 
the prospect of losing 
the building designed by 
John Russell Pope, archi-
tect of Washington, D.C.’s 
Jefferson Memorial and 
the National Gallery of 
Art.

“Not only is this 
handsome building an 
outstanding work by a 
master architect, but its 
history embodies our 
city’s and our country’s 
response to urgent public 
health care needs during 
the Great Depression,” 
preservation chairman 
Mitchell Grubler wrote.

When it opened in 
1937, the Triboro Hospi-
tal for Tuberculosis, as 

it was known then, was a 
leader in the fight against 
the “white plague,” which 
had infected an estimated 
4,000 people and claimed 
the lives of nearly 550 
people in Queens the year 
before.

The 10-story, Art 
Moderne-style building 
faces south with large 
windows and open bal-
conies designed to afford 
patients the maximum 
amount of fresh air and 
sunlight, Grubler said.

When the state razed 
four other buildings that 
were considered eligible 
for the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places in 
1998, it included a bind-
ing covenant to preserve 
the T Building, and Gru-
bler said the preservation 
council is now mounting 
a campaign to have it pro-
tected.

Richard Hellen-
brecht, president of the 
Queens Civic Congress, 
said he has heard both 
sides of the argument 
and said each has a valid 
point.

ante.
Galante earned a sal-

ary of $391,549 last year, 
according to the website 
seethroughny.com, and un-
der his watch the library 
has undergone a $38 mil-
lion expansion at the cen-
tral library in Jamaica that 
included what one news re-
port described as a private 
smoking area for Galante.

Galante was also re-
ported to have said he was 
“paying $35 an hour to jani-
tors to mop floors” before 
cutting costs through an 
outside vendor, a remark 
that rankled City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside).

“Over the last two 
days, I have read reports 
and statements about the 
Queens Library that cause 
me great concern,” said 
Van Bramer, the Council’s 
majority leader and chair-
man of the Committee on 
Cultural Affairs and Li-
braries. “And I am deeply 
offended by comments made 
by President and CEO Tom 

Galante about the library’s 
hardworking and dedicated 
janitorial staff.”

The library is a non-
profit that operates inde-
pendently of the city, but 
receives the majority of its 
funding through taxpayer 
dollars. In 2007 Queens had 
the largest circulation of 
any library in the country, 
but it has since dropped to 
No. 6 on the list, according 
to the Public Library Asso-
ciation.

Van Bramer, who 
worked at the library for 11 
years before being elected to 
public office, said his step-
father was a public school 
janitor who “mopped floors 
so that me and my siblings 
might have a better life.”

“Janitors at the Queens 
Library serve an important 
and vital role in keeping 
libraries clean and safe, 
and they deserve respect 
from their boss and need to 
make a living wage so they, 
too, can raise their fami-
lies,” Van Bramer added as 
he called for an oversight 
hearing on the library and 
its operations.

The library said it 
would provide the Council 

with testimony explaining 
its operations, and Galante 
issued an apology for what 
he called his “insensitive” 
remarks.

“I am deeply apprecia-
tive and proud of the work 
done by the hardworking 
employees of Queens Li-
brary at all levels of the or-
ganization and especially 
our custodial team who 
keep our libraries safe, 
clean and running smooth-
ly day after day,” he said. 
“They do a great job serv-
ing thousands of people ev-
ery day.”

Gabriel Taussig, chair-
man of the library’s board 
of trustees, said Galante’s 
compensation is “not more 
and not less” than the aver-
age for non-profit CEOs in 
the city.

The head of the Brook-
lyn Public Library made 
$250,000 last year and the 
former CEO of the New 
York Public Library made 
$711,114 in 2011, the most 
recent year for which 
seethroughny.com has a 
record.

This is not the first 
hit of bad publicity for the 
Queens Library, which has 

been in a battle with its 
union, Local 1321, over out-
sourcing.

The library has for 
the last several years been 
contracting out janitorial 
services instead of filling 
more than 100 staff jobs lost 
to attrition.

Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) called 
on the city comptroller to 
audit the library, and said 
he would like to look into 
the possibility of combin-
ing the Big Apple’s three 
independent, nonprofit li-
brary systems.

“The city can hardly 
afford the annual operat-
ing costs of running three 
separate library systems, 
let alone foot the bill for 
expensive salaries, ex-
travagant renovations and 
other wasteful spending,” 
he said. “I believe that one 
central citywide library 
system would save mil-
lions of dollars annually by 
reducing the bureaucracy 
and streamlining library 
services throughout the 
five boroughs.”

Continued from Page 1 
Continued from Page 1 

Galante T Building
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Authentic German
Dining & Experience

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

Located Right Next to Our Stammtisch Pork Store

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Goulash Soup or Salad

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE
Served with Homefried Potatoes.
Choice of Pork or Chicken Cutlet:

Wienerschnitzel
traditional breaded cutlet, served with lemon

Wienerschnitzel ala Holstein
with an egg, capers and anchovie (optional)

Jägerschnitzel
mushroom sauce, house favorite

Zigeunerschnitzel
onion, pepper, paprika sauce

Schnitzel Hawaii
pineapple, curryrahm sauce, ham and cheese

Pfe�erschnitzel
light peppercorn cream sauce

FOR DESSERT
Homemade Rice Pudding

with meringue topping
Co�ee or �ea

�ondays � �uesdays Pri� �i� � 	nly 
��.�
�ine��n 	nly. �o Substitutions.
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