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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Borough lawmakers are call-
ing for an investigation — and 
even a reorganization — of the 
Queens Library after a news re-
port detailed the library’s spend-
ing under President Thomas Gal-
ante.

Galante earned a salary of 
$391,549 last year, according to 
the website seethroughny.com, 
and under his watch the library 
has undergone a $38 million ex-
pansion at the central library in 
Jamaica that included what one 
news report described as a pri-
vate smoking area for Galante.

Galante was also reported to 
have said he was “paying $35 an 
hour to janitors to mop floors” 
before cutting costs through an 
outside vendor, a remark that 
rankled City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

“Over the last two days, I 
have read reports and statements 
about the Queens Library that 
cause me great concern,” said 
Van Bramer, the Council’s major-
ity leader and chairman of the 
Committee on Cultural Affairs 
and Libraries. “And I am deeply 
offended by comments made by 
President and CEO Tom Galante 
about the library’s hardworking 
and dedicated janitorial staff.”

The library is a nonprofit 
that operates independently of the 

Continued on Page 42

BY BILL PARRY

Elected leaders joined union 
members to call on the Jackson 
Heights community to boycott 
the new Global Supermarket dur-
ing a rally and news conference 

Wednesday, but the store did not 
open as planned.

 Local 338 of the United Food 
and Commercial Workers Union 
had scheduled the event to coin-
cide with the first day of the new 
store, but the owner, Mohammed 

Haque, postponed the opening 
until later in the week.

Global Supermarket at 75-
07 37th St. replaces a Trade Fair 
supermarket that closed without 
warning in December.  Some 50 
union workers were locked out 

two weeks before Christmas by 
the former owner, Frank Jabber, 
and union supporters have pick-
eted in front of the store beside 
an inflatable rat every day since 
then.

Continued on Page 42
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STEPS OF CYPRUS

Members of the Pancyprian Association Youth Dance Division perform a Greek-Cypriot dance during Councilman Costa Constantinides’ inauguration at Long 
Island City High School. See coverage on Pages 22, 28. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
City Councilmen Don-

ovan Richards (D-Laurel-
ton) and I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) met on the 
border of their districts last 
week to tout the installa-
tion of new traffic lights as 
the kind of results the two 
members of the Progres-
sive Caucus will deliver 
over the next few years.

“For a very long time 
this intersection has been 
a danger,” Richards said at 
the corner of Francis Lewis 
Boulevard and 121st Av-
enue in Cambria Heights 
Jan. 24, where the city De-
partment of Transporta-
tion had installed a pair of 
traffic lights a week earlier. 
“Today this is a tremen-
dous victory for our two 
districts, which cradle this 
intersection.”

For a stretch of about 
20 blocks, 121st Avenue 
is a wide road “not only 
where you learn to drive, 
but where you learn to drag 
race,” Miller said.

The avenue used to be 
four lanes wide until the 
city removed one lane in 
each direction to curtail 
reckless driving. But the in-
tersection with the equally 
well-traveled Francis Lew-
is Boulevard was governed 
only by a stop sign, making 
for a dangerous situation as 
cars turned onto 121st.

It was Miller’s pre-
decessor, Leroy Comrie, 
who initially requested the 
light, but the new council-
man and Richards said they 
worked together to see that 
the city followed through, 

and the two pledged to 
work together on a number 
of issues in the future, such 
as the flooding that plagues 
large swaths of southeast 
Queens.

“This is the way I envi-
sion my relationship with 
my new colleague when it 
comes to flooding  ... you 
know, we’re going to be 
working hand-in-hand on 
a lot of these issues,” Rich-
ards said.

Both councilmen be-
long to the Progressive bloc 
that backed Council Speak-
er Melissa Mark-Viverito 
(D-Manhattan) and just a 
few days earlier they were 
appointed to their new com-
mittee assignments.

Richards, who won his 
seat in a special election 
nearly a year ago and was 
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BY BILL PARRY

The NYPD made a 
gruesome discovery when 
officers responded to a 
frantic 911 call from an at-
tached brick home in East 
Elmhurst just past mid-
night Wednesday morning.

Estrella Castaneda, 
56, and her daughter Lina, 
25, were found beaten to 
death in their respective 
bedrooms in their home 
on 87th Street near Astoria 
Boulevard with a bloody 
hammer lying nearby, po-
lice said.

Carlos Albert Amaril-
lo, 44, of East Elmhurst has 
been charged in the mur-
der of the two women, ac-
cording to Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown.

The defendant is ac-
cused of the violent beat-
ing death of his girlfriend 
and her daughter, who in 
fact herself was the mother 
of a young child,” he said. 
“Thankfully, that child, 
a 7-year-old girl, was not 
harmed in the attacks.”

Amarillo was ar-
raigned in Queens Crimi-
nal Court on two counts of 
first-degree murder, two 
counts of second-degree 
murder and one count of 
criminal possession of a 
weapon, the DA said. If 
convicted, Amarillo faces 
up to life in prison without 
parole.

According to the 
charges, the DA said of-
ficers upon entering a 
second-floor front bedroom 
found Estrella Castaneda 
face up on the bed with a 

pillow over her face and the 
rubber grip of a hammer 
beside her. When the police 
entered the rear bedroom, 
they found Lina Castaneda 
face down on the floor with 
injuries to her head, the DA 
said. A bloody hammer was 
lying next to the body. The 
victim’s daughter was un-
harmed on the bed in her 
mother’s room.

The district attorney 
said Amarillo called 911 at 
about 12:10 a.m. and alleg-
edly told the operator that 
“two females are dead, they 
were assassinated, hurry, 
they are dead.  I killed them 
because they are witches, I 

want the police to kill me. 
I killed them with a ham-
mer.”

When police arrived 

at the scene, Amarillo was 
seen walking from the door-
way to the street, carrying 
a Bible, Brown said. Ama-
rillo allegedly repeated,“I 
killed them, I killed them,” 
according to the DA’s ac-
count.

Brown also contended 
that the defendant in state-
ments he made to police 
said he believed both of the 
victims were witches and 
were performing voodoo 
and casting spells on him.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail and bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

City Councilmen I. Daneek 
Miller (l.) and Donovan 
Richards celebrate the in-
stallation of a traffic signal 
along a busy stretch of road 
in Cambria Heights. Photo by 
Rich Bockmann

LINA CASTANEDA

Cambria Heights road 
given new traffi c light

Man charged in double slay
E. Elmhurst mother, daughter found beaten to death with hammer: DA

A Crime Scene Unit vehicle drives along 87th Street. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 46
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
St. John’s University 

says students and staff 
have reacted positively to 
the school’s decision to re-
turn to a former  university 
brand that included chang-
es to the school logo and 
nickname.

The university 
launched a re-branding 
campaign after a study con-
ducted in summer 2012 led 
the school to shift its focus 
onto how it was presented 
to the public. Students, 
staff, alumni, nearby resi-
dents and students at other 
universities were surveyed 
and results led to several 
changes within the univer-
sity, including changing 
the school’s acronym from 
STJ back to SJU.

Hallie Sammartino, 
vice president for market-
ing and communications, 
said the decision to return 

to SJU as a nickname was 
based on several factors 
that were discovered as a 
result of the survey.

“We were only STJ for 
seven or eight years and it 
was really driven by the 
fact that we just couldn’t 
use SJU as a web address,” 
she said. “But the alumni 
never really came to be 
in love with that. It really 
wasn’t an acronym for our 
school because it didn’t re-
flect our name.”

Sammartino said the 
school began updating 
gear during the summer 
of 2013 and found that stu-
dents welcomed the new 
acronym. She said even 
upperclassmen and recent 
alumni who never knew the 
school as SJU really took to 
the new name.

“We knew there would 
be seven or eight years 
worth of people who would 
have to figure it out and 

get used to it, but I think 
overall the students are 
the most vocal force and 
they’ve really embraced it,” 
said Sammartino.

The university also 
replaced its crest with an 
updated icon that reintro-
duced blue into the logo, 
replacing the black that 
took over with the change 
to STJ. Sammartino said 

the new logo is indicative of 
many things that St. John’s 
wanted to stress in its pub-
lic image.

She said the blue rep-
resents the Virgin Mary, 
which ties into the Catho-
lic and Vincentian mission 
upon which the university 
was founded. The logo also 
got an updated font that the 
school thought was more of 

an academic look and bet-
ter represented the higher 
institution of learning that 
it is.

“We wanted to go back 
to the roots of our heritage 
and it was pretty much a 
runaway that people liked it 
when they saw it,” she said. 
“Any school with a history 
this long needs to really be 
proud of themselves.”

Sammartino said the 
changes were designed to be 
gradual in order to reduce 
the overall cost of updating 
everything that represents 
the university to reflect its 
new brand. Money is be-
ing taken from each year’s 
operating and advertising 
budgets to progressively 
complete the project.

With a new website, 
logo and acronym in place, 
the school is set to begin to 
put new signage around the 
entire campus within the 
coming weeks, Sammarti-
no said. She said she thinks 
the St. John’s community 
is happy with the changes 
that have been made and 
hopes that the follow-up 
studies planned over the 
next few years will reflect 
that.

“There’s really been 
no opposition, honestly,” 
she said. “They’ve really, 
truly embraced it.”

St. John’s University says its recent changes to the logo and school acronym have been well-received 
by students and alumni.

SJU says students, alumni happy with brand changes
University returned to its former acronym, introduced new logo after conducting marketing study
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
City Councilman Rory 

Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
came up empty-handed 
when the Council speaker 
was doling out committee 
chairmanships last week, 
but the Queens Democratic 
Party loyalist did get a seat 
on all three public safety 
committees, a vantage 
point he said puts him in a 
unique position to ensure 
the city’s safety.

Lancman, the former 
state assemblyman who 
backed Councilman Dan 
Garodnick (D-Manhattan) 
in the race to helm the 
Council, said only Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan) knows why he 
was not given a chairman-
ship, and his lack of title 
will not hold him back.

“For me it’s not a big 
deal,” he said. “I don’t need 
to hold a gavel for the sake 
of holding a gavel.”

When it came to hand-

ing out committee as-
signments, Mark-Viverito 
appointed Lancman as a 
sitting member on the Pub-
lic Safety, Fire and Crimi-
nal Justice and Juvenile 
Justice committees, mak-
ing him the only lawmaker 
to sit on all three.

“I’m coming at it ho-
listically. These three com-
mittees cover all the public 
safety issues the city of New 
York confronts,” he said. 
“You get to see the whole 
public-safety panorama 
from where you sit.”

For the committee on 
juvenile justice, Lancman 
said one of the top priori-
ties will be to take a hard 
look at Close to Home, the 
Cuomo administration ini-
tiative that brought low-se-
curity youth offenders who 
were sent upstate back to 
the city to be closer to fam-
ily and support services.

“It’s a big issue in 
communities of color that 
young men and women — 

mostly young men of color 
— find themselves in the 
criminal justice system 
upstate — far, far away,” he 

said. “The perception was 
that it was as much to cre-
ate jobs upstate than to af-
ford sound criminal justice 

purposes. Close to Home is 
fraught with lots of other 
political issues.”

Lancman said that a 
year or two after its imple-
mentation the program 
needs to be evaluated to see 
if it has had the desired ef-
fect, noting that being close 
to home may also bring an 
offender closer to the ele-
ments that lead to criminal 
activity in the first place.

A lawyer by profes-
sion, Lancman served 
three terms in the state As-
sembly.

One of the tasks of the 
Fire and Criminal Justice 
Committee is to oversee the 
city’s criminal courts, and 
Lancman said one thing he 
would like to focus on is the 
effectiveness of restraining 
orders issued in domestic 
violence cases.

“Sometimes that order 
of protection is not worth 
the paper it’s printed on,” 
he said, adding he has had 
conversations with the 

Queens district attorney’s 
office about the feasibility 
of requiring those with or-
ders of protection against 
them to wear GPS-tracking 
bracelets in order to track 
their movements.

On Public Safety, Lanc-
man said the Council, the 
mayor and the courts have 
basically had their say on 
stop-and-frisk, and now the 
task is moving the Police 
Department forward while 
keeping the city safe.

“That’s behind us, 
and now the challenge is 
to make sure the Police 
Department can keep us 
safe and do so in a constitu-
tional way and not fall back 
and be able to break some 
of the bad habits that devel-
oped over the last couple of 
years,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
Queens public schools 

met less than a quarter of 
the demand for pre-kinder-
garten last year, with more 
than 26,000 applicants for 
fewer than 6,000 available 
seats.

And with the city es-
timating that in two years 
more than 70,000 4-year-
olds across the five bor-
oughs will line up for a free, 
full-day pre-K seat, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said he was 
beginning to look for places 
to take the youngsters as he 
ramped up the push earlier 
this week to fulfill his sig-
nature campaign promise.

“We estimate that 
73,250 families are likely 
to need a full-day pre-K op-

tion for their 4-year-old,” 
a report released by the 
de Blasio administration 
Monday said, outlining the 
mayor’s plan to roll out his 
early education initiative. 
“Currently, fewer than 27 

percent of these 4-year-olds 
have access to those ser-
vices.”

The city provides about 
20,000 youngsters with full-
day pre-K and nearly 40,000 
more in either half-day or 
part-day programs. Most 
of the students — about 60 
percent — are in programs 
run by community-based 
groups, with the rest in 
public school buildings.

In Queens, there were 
26,231 applicants last year 
for just 5,792 seats avail-
able in public schools, with 
more than 20 applicants for 
each slot in the borough’s 
most competitive program 
at PS 101 in Forest Hills.

The mayor said that in 
order to meet the demand, 

Mayor Bill de Blasio testifies in 
Albany. AP Photo/Mike Groll

New City Councilman Rory Lancman sits on all three public safety 
committees.

De Blasio spars with guv
over how to pay for pre-K

Port Authority chief urges hike
in JFK, LGA workers’ wages

Lancman touts public safety role 
Hillcrest’s new councilman says he is in unique watchdog position to keep Big Apple from harm

BY BILL PARRY

A union leader who 
spearheaded the recent 
fight for better wages and 
working conditions for air-
port workers is pleased that 
the head of the Port Author-
ity has come out with his 
own call for higher wages. 

Port Authority Execu-
tive Director Patrick  Foye 
sent a letter Tuesday to 
the CEOs of several major 
airlines that operate out 
of Kenndy and LaGuar-
dia demanding that work-
ers making $9 an hour or 
less receive an immediate 
$1-per-hour increase.

The order comes after 
two weeks of intensifying 
pressure after nearly a 
thousand sky caps, clean-
ers and security workers 

rallied and marched on 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. A group of 32 lawmak-
ers, union officials and 
members of the clergy were 
arrested during a civil dis-
obedience that closed down 
the 94th Street Bridge lead-
ing into LaGuardia Air-
port.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
followed up with a Jan. 21 
vow to help get the workers 
a living wage, which was 
followed the next day by 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s call 
for the Port Authority to 
find a short-term solution.

Hector Figueroa, pres-
ident of Local 32BJ of the 
Service Employees Inter-
national Union, said, “Pat 
Foye’s letter is a promising 
step forward and marks the 
first real progress we have 

made in lifting thousands 
of contracted workers out 
of poverty.”

In addition, Foye’s let-
ter called for the airlines to 
make Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day a paid holiday. The 
Port Authority had ignored 
a petition that was pre-
sented to them in January, 
signed by 2,000 workers re-
questing the paid holiday 
and that is what led to the 
protest Jan. 13.

“We are glad Mr. Foye 
and the Port Authority have 
responded to the workers’ 
call for Martin Luther King 
Day to be a paid holiday and 
will be raising their wages 
to $10.10 an hour as an ini-
tial first step,” Figueroa 
said. “We have gotten to 
this point due to the cour-

Continued on Page 42 Continued on Page 42
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan) joined Queens 
elected officials in Flush-
ing last week to renew a 
call to make Lunar New 
Year a school holiday.

The initiative was the 
latest in what has become 
a yearly push by legislators 
to give Asian-American 
students a day off for the 
celebration, which is con-
sidered the most important 
holiday of the year in many 
Asian cultures.

“No one should be 
forced to choose between 
celebrating a sacred holi-
day or missing school,” 
Mark-Viverito told the long 
list of lawmakers gathered 
in front of the Queens Li-
brary Friday. “Making 
Lunar New Year a legal 
holiday would honor the 
culture of the tens of thou-
sands of Asian Americans 
who call our city home, and 
I’m proud to support my 
colleagues in this effort.”

The Lunar New Year 
falls on a different day ev-
ery year as it follows the 
lunar calendar. This year it  
starts this Friday, Jan. 31.

More than 14 percent 
of New York City’s student 
population in the public 
school system is Asian 
American, according to the 
city Department of Educa-
tion. In the city, students 
who miss school due to Lu-
nar New Year celebrations 
receive an excused absence 
but still have the absence 
marked on their record.

“Students of many 

other cultures and ethnic-
ity rightly have off for the 
most important holidays 
they observe, and kids 
who celebrate Lunar New 
Year should be afforded the 
same,” said U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing).

The Council plans 
to introduce resolutions 
that would allow schools 
to close in neighborhoods 
with large concentrations 
of Asian students. The new 
law would also suspend 
alternate side of the street 
parking and metered park-
ing for the holiday.

State Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) said 
he would be introducing 
similar legislation in the 
state Legislature and Meng 
introduced a measure in 
Congress to push for the 
school holiday in mid-Jan-
uary.

Many lawmakers have 
attempted to pass such leg-
islation in state and city 
legislatures in years past 
and failed. Kim success-
fully passed his legislation 
in the Assembly last year, 
but it was later voted down 
once it reached the state 
Senate.

“This year we have 
to continue to push for the 
Senate to pass the legisla-
tion to respect and acknowl-
edge that our communities 
are a significant part of our 
city and state and deserve 
the same recognition,” Kim 
said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A 28-year-old father 
was arraigned on charges 
of killing his wife and two 
young daughters a day af-
ter the mother and children 
were remembered as prin-
cesses during an emotional 
funeral in South Jamaica, 
authorities said.

Miguel Mejia-Ramos 
was arrested in Texas last 
week and flown back to 
New York to face charges 
of butchering Deisy Gar-
cia, 21, and their daugh-
ters, Daniela, 2, and Joc-
elyn, 1, inside the Sutphin 
Boulevard apartment they 
shared with extended fami-
ly, according to the Queens 
district attorney’s office.

Mejia-Ramos allegedly 
admitted to kissing the tod-
dlers and asking for their 
forgiveness before killing 
them, the DA said.

When investigators 
asked why he had not taken 
his children with him, Me-
jia-Ramos allegedly replied 
that he did not have car 
seats, the New York Post 
reported.

Their bodies were dis-

covered Jan. 19 by a 12-year-
old cousin and other rela-
tives, who gathered with 
hundreds of other mourn-
ers at the Iglesia Naciones 
Unidas en Cristo Jan. 22 
to pay their respects to the 
mother and daughters be-
fore they were transported 
to Garcia’s homeland of 

Guatemala to be buried.
Three white coffins 

were lined up at the front 
of the storefront church, 
where Garcia and the girls 
attended services, and a 
photo of the trio was pro-
jected above the alter with 
the words “In memory of 
our sister Deisy Garcia and 

her princesses Daniela and 
Jocelyn” in Spanish.

Each child and their 
mother wore a rhinestone 
tiara as they lay in their 
caskets.

Garcia was part of the 
church’s dance group, the 
Rosas de Saron, and fellow 

BY BILL PARRY

A former Long Island 
City foundry owner admit-
ted to trying to sell phony 
knockoffs of famed artist 
Jasper Johns’ classic 1960 
“Flag” piece for $11 mil-
lion.

Brian Ramnarine, 59, 
pleaded guilty in a plea 
agreement on Monday 
with prosecutors less than 
a week after his trial be-
gan in Manhattan federal 
court.

“It became imminent-
ly clear that the govern-
ment had an overwhelming 
amount of evidence, so he 
decided to admit his re-
sponsibility,” his attorney 
Troy Smith said. “He rec-

ognized that it was his best 
option.”

Ramnarine made his 
decision just days after the 
83-year-old artist testified. 
“Certainly, Jasper Johns’ 
testimony had something 
to do with it, but others had 
significant testimony as 
well, and no, it didn’t sur-
prise me,” Smith said.

Ramnarine, the own-
er of Empire Bronze Art 
Foundry, pleaded guilty to 
three counts of wire fraud 
after he attempted to sell 
Johns’ work as well as the 
sculptures of two other 
artists. The deal calls for 
a prison sentence of eight 
to 10 years, but that will be 
decided by Manhattan Fed-
eral Court Judge John Keltl 

May 30.
Johns testified that he 

had commissioned Ramna-
rine in 1990 to make a wax 
mold of his metallic collage 
for the creation of a gold ver-
sion. Ramnarine refused to 
return the mold and used it 
to create copies in the early 
1990s that he tried to sell as 
originals, prosecutors said.

Ramnarine’s attor-
neys claimed their client 
was told he could keep the 
mold by Johns’ longtime as-
sistant, James Meyer, who 
is also accused of stealing 
artwork from Johns.

“Flag” was once owned 
by best-selling author Mi-
chael Crichton, who wrote 
“The Andromeda Strain.” 
After his death in 2008, the 
masterpiece sold at auction 
for $28.6 million.

Artist Jasper Johns leaves fed-
eral court after testifying at 
the trial of Brian Ramnarine. 

AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Members of the Rosas de Saron dance group hold candles as theY walk past the coffins of Deisty 
Garcia and her two children. Photo by Christina Santucci

Elected officials gather in front of Queens Library in Flushing to 
call for legislation that would make Lunar New Year a school holi-
day. Photo by Alex Robinson

LIC Foundry owner cheated artist Johns

Queens toddlers laid to rest
Funeral held in South Jamaica for mother and her two daughters

Speaker joins push 
for Lunar holiday

Continued on Page 46
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Federal officials plan 
to start paying for volun-
tary tracking devices for 
autistic children who es-
cape their caregivers fol-
lowing 14-year-old Avonte 
Oquendo’s disappearance 
from a Long Island City 
school that ended in his  
death.

The announcement 
was made by Attorney 
General Eric Holder at 
a congressional hearing 
Wednesday morning, a fed-
eral lawmaker said.

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer  (D-N.Y.)had pro-
posed a tracking program 
in November and the sena-
tor unveiled a $10 million 
bill Sunday to fund the de-
vices and expand support 
services for children with 
developmental disorders.

A spokesman for 
Schumer said he was plan-
ning to continue with his 
proposed legislation to sup-
plement the Department of 
Justice’s decision, which 
will immediately clear 
the way for existing grant 
funds to fund the tracking 
devices. 

Schumer’s bill is 
dubbed “Avonte’s Law.” 

Avonte was last seen 
Oct. 4 running out of the 
Riverview School, a public 
school for special-needs 
children in Long Island 
City. DNA testing con-
firmed last week that the 
remains found along the 
rocky shoreline at Powell’s 
Cove in College Point were 
Avonte’s.

During a funeral mass 
in Greenwich Village Sat-
urday morning, Avonte 
was remembered as a cou-
rageous child for dealing 
with his autism.

“This morning we 
are grateful to God for 
Avonte Oquendo, for his 
life, for his courage and for 
the acts of goodness and 
kindness that his life and 
his tragic disappearance 
evoked among us,” retired 
Cardinal Edward Egan, 
the former archbishop of 

New York, told hundreds of 
mourners who attended the 
packed public service at the 
Church of Saint Joseph.

The line to enter the 
funeral wrapped around 
the block as attendees wait-
ed to be let inside.

“People who don’t 
even know Avonte have 
just poured out,” said Rose 
Ortiz, a cousin of Avonte’s 
father, Daniel Oquendo. 
“[The family] cannot be-
lieve so many people have 
come out. They are so grate-
ful.”

Among them was Yon-
kers resident Jan Watts, 
who hung posters around 
schools in her neighbor-
hood during the three-
month-long citywide man-
hunt by family members, 
law enforcement and volun-
teers.

“They had divers 
search the East River. They 
individually and meticu-
lously inspected 486 sub-
way stations because they 
knew Avonte’s interest in 

trains,” Egan said.
During that time, 

Avonte’s relatives remained 
optimistic he was alive.

“When he was lost, 
they never lost hope until 
his remains were found,” 
Egan said during the ser-
vice, where he was joined 
by clergy from Our Lady of 
the Angelus in Rego Park, 
where the teen lived.

After Avonte’s white 
coffin was carried down 
the church steps and placed 
inside a hearse, family 
members led by his mother, 
Vanessa Fontaine, placed 
white roses on top of his 
casket, and white doves and 
blue balloons were released 
into the air.

“[Fontaine] just wants 
closure,” Ortiz said. “That’s 
what this day is about.”

The next day, she si-
lently joined Schumer to 
unveil the voluntary track-
ing program, which would 
expand one already in 
place to find seniors with 
Alzheimer’s.

Avonte’s Law would 
create a new grant program 
within the U.S. Justice De-
partment that would be 
available to law enforce-
ment, schools and nonprof-
its that assist children with 
Autism Spectrum Disor-
der. It would authorize $10 
million in federal funds to 
help pay for the tracking 
devices, training for par-
ents, schools and law en-

Mourners including Avonte’s mother, Vanessa Fontaine (c.), walk 
out of the Church of Saint Joseph. Photo by Christina Santucci

Hundreds attend funeral 
for Avonte in Manhattan

When your child brings home his 
or her mid-year report card, it is im-
portant to read it carefully and take 
note of a number of key areas. And 
with the Common Core State Stan-
dards going into effect this school 
year, Eileen Huntington of Hun-
tington Learning Center reminds 
parents that report cards may look 
different this year than in years 
past. “The report card format may 
change from last year, as states roll 
out report cards that are aligned to 
the Common Core State Standards,” 
says Huntington. As you evaluate 
your child’s report card this month, 
keep in mind the following: 

Understanding the report card 
format is critical. If your child’s 
teacher did not provide an explana-
tion of the report card format that 
is being used, be sure to request one 
so you are clear on how your child 
is being evaluated. The newly en-
hanced report card structures that 
many schools are now using are not 
only aligned with state standards 
(Common Core), they also are sup-
posed to provide parents a more 
meaningful assessment of their 
children’s progress. 

Effort and comprehension are 
areas of focus. One major change 
with the introduction of Common 
Core is the greater emphasis on crit-
ical thinking skills. Those changes 
will very likely be reflected in the 
report card, which will not only 
assess a student’s detailed content 
knowledge, but also his or her dem-
onstrated understanding of higher-
level concepts and more. Pay atten-
tion to these marks, as they are a 
significant measure of students’ 
performance moving forward with 
the new standards. 

Progress toward mastery 
of grade-level standards is the 
new norm. While every school 
district may be different, parents 
across the nation can expect report 
cards—particularly in the elemen-
tary grades—to measure students’ 
growth over the course of the school 
year, not just the term for which 
they are evaluated. As such, it is 
important that you understand the 

different progress indicators and 
what any numeric codes used actu-
ally mean regarding your child’s 
achievement of grade-by-grade 
benchmarks. 

It’s all about college and ca-
reer readiness. The Common Core 
State Standards were created to en-
sure all students graduating from 
high school are capable of succeed-
ing in college-level classes and in 
their careers. That overarching 
purpose is reflected in the details of 
your child’s report card by showing 
what a student is expected to know 
and your child’s progress toward 
those targets. Keep that in mind as 
you read through your child’s re-
port card.

As always, contact your child’s 
teacher with specific questions. 
“The great thing about Common 
Core and the way teachers will now 
be assessing students is that there 
is a big-picture goal in mind,” says 
Huntington. “This creates a perfect 
opportunity to notice your child’s 
strengths and progress, while keep-
ing an eye on areas to work on.” 

About Huntington
Learning Center

Founded in 1977, Huntington is 
a pioneer and leader in the tutoring 
industry. For over 35 years, Hun-
tington has provided quality in-
struction to hundreds of thousands 
of students. Huntington prides itself 
on being “Your Tutoring Solution” 
for students in all grades and sub-
jects.  They tutor in academic skills, 
such as reading, phonics, math and 
study skills; and in advanced math 
and science subjects ranging from 
algebra through calculus and gen-
eral science through physics.  They 
also prepare students for state and 
standardized entrance exams, such 
as high school entrance exams and 
the SAT and ACT and provide free 
school tutoring to eligible schools. 
Learn more about Huntington at 
www.huntingtonhelps.com.  For in-
formation on franchise opportu-
nities, visit www.huntingtonfran-
chise.com.2

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Evaluating the
Mid-Year Report Card

Continued on Page 46

AVONTE OQUENDO
Photo courtesy NYPD
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TLHappiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:

I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 
like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 

Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 
hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 

keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.

This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 

power of nature to 

help put life back 

into your lifestyle
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

FOREST HILLS — Officers from the 112th Pre-
cinct saved a man having a heart attack after he col-
lapsed near Austin Street and 63rd Drive Saturday 
afternoon.

Two officers saw the 53-year-old fall to the ground 
while in cardiac arrest. After radioing for EMS assis-
tance, the pair began giving CPR to the unconscious 
man.

A sergeant and second officer arrived with an 
automated external defibrillator, which was used to 
restore the man’s heart rhythm and breathing.

The 53-year-old was taken to a nearby hospital, 
where police said he is recovering.

ASTORIA — Authorities pulled the 
body of an unidentified man from the 
rocky shoreline of the East River in Asto-
ria Monday morning, a spokeswoman for 
the NYPD said.

NYPD Harbor officers spotted the 
man in the water just off Shore Boulevard 
and north of the Robert F. Kennedy Bridge 
a little before 8 a.m., police said.

Emergency responders were called 
and pronounced the man dead, the NYPD 
said.

Authorities believe the man was be-
tween 40 and 50 years old.

Police had blocked off a section of 
the sidewalk alongside the river as they 
performed an investigation with the city medical examiner’s office, which would deter-
mine his cause of death.

MIDTOWN MANHATTAN — A southeast Queens man 
was arrested Tuesday following the vicious attack on an award-
winning, gay journalist in Midtown Manhattan last week, police 
said.

Cops cuffed Leighton Jennings, a 24-year-old from St. Albans, 
on charges of assault, police said, as Randy Gener recovered at 
St. Luke’s Roosevelt Hospital in Manhattan after he was brutally 
beaten early in the morning Jan. 17.

The NYPD said officers were called to the corner of 7th Av-
enue and 54th Street around 3 a.m. Friday where they found Gener 
— an openly gay writer, editor and artist — lying on the ground 
with severe head trauma.

Police said the suspect took off in a gray car with Mississippi 
license plates.

POLICE 

Blotter

St. Albans resident arrested in beating of journalist

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Police recover body from Astoria shore

Police had released 
this sketch of a sus-
pect in the attack. 

Sketch courtesy NYPD 

Police investigate at the site of where a 
man’s body was found in Astoria. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

NYPD Police Officers John Laird (clockwise from the top l.), Nicolle Leonard and Brian Sullivan along 
with Sgt. Ye Yuan helped save a man having a heart attack in Forest Hills. Photos courtesy NYPD

Officers from 112th Pct. save 53-year-old man
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Two Queens lawmak-
ers have introduced a pair 
of state bills to make prison 
time part of the penalty for 
unlicensed drivers who 
injure or kill others while 
behind the wheel and to im-
mediately take away unli-
censed drivers’ vehicles.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) and state 
Assemblywoman Marga-
ret Markey (D-Ridgewood) 
were joined by City Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village), 
safety advocates and neigh-
borhood residents Sunday 
afternoon to announce 
the proposed legislation, 
at 69th Place and Grand 
Avenue, the intersection 
where 69-year-old Angela 
Hurtado had been walking 
en route to Maspeth Bingo 
Hall when she was hit and 
killed earlier this month.

Gianaris said he intro-
duced a Senate version of 
one of the bills after Noshat 
Nahin, a third-grader try-
ing to cross Northern Bou-
levard in Woodside, was 
fatally struck by a tractor 
trailer in December. The 
drivers in both fatal acci-
dents were charged with 
aggravated unlicensed op-
eration of a vehicle, author-
ities said.

“We were talking to 
Transportation Alterna-
tives and they indicated 
to us there is a big, gaping 
hole in the law that some-
one who kills someone 
when they are driving il-

legally due to a suspended 
licence can only be charged 
with a misdemeanor,” Gia-
naris said.

One of the state bills 
would make injuring or 
killing someone while 
driving without a license a 
Class E felony, which car-
ries a sentence of up to four 
years behind bars.

“Driving is a privilege, 
having a license is a privi-
lege, not a right,” Markey 
said. “Those who commit 
these horrific accidents 
should have to pay for it, 
and I think they should go 
to prison.”

A second state bill 
would give law enforce-
ment the power to immedi-
ately impound the license 
plate of a vehicle driven by 
a person with a suspended 
license.

“If drivers start seeing 
that just as drunken driv-
ing is no longer acceptable 
in our society, if they see 
that reckless driving is no 
longer acceptable either, 
that will begin to change, 
and that’s an important 
part of solving the prob-
lem,” said Laura Newman, 
one of several members of 
Make Queens Safer, who 
attended in support of the 
bills. “There are too many 
people getting killed.”

Markey said after a re-
cent spate of traffic fatali-
ties that she planned to ad-
dress safety in her monthly 
newsletter and speak at se-
nior centers about ways to 
stay safe.

BY BILL PARRY
 
A candlelight vigil 

held on the Queens-Brook-
lyn border drew 150 pedes-
trian safety advocates de-
spite wind chills near zero 
Sunday.

The gathering marked 
a year since the death of 
Ella Bandes, 23, who was 
struck by a B52 bus at a no-
torious intersection where 
Myrtle and Wyckoff av-
enues and Palmetto Street 
all merge in Ridgewood.

Dozens of speakers, 
including elected officials, 
medical experts and spiri-
tual leaders, joined the 
members of four families 
who lost children to vehicu-
lar collisions.

Standing by a ban-
ner that listed the nearly 
300 pedestrians or cyclists 
killed by vehicles in New 
York City last year, Bandes’ 
mother, Judith Kottick, 
said, “Our lives are totally 
shattered and we’ll never be 
the same. It’s heartbreak-
ing that this many people 
are dying on our streets. 
It’s a walking, biking city 
and drivers don’t pay atten-
tion. Everyone’s always in 

such a hurry.”
Make Queens Safer 

co-founder Cristina Fur-
long said, “The chaos of the 
intersection was palpable 
with police corralling pe-
destrians, buses making 
turns sharper than 90 de-
grees, traffic lights tucked 
under the elevated trains, 
cars speeding through 
them with no traffic calm-
ing measures besides white 

paint in one crosswalk.”
Keegan Stephan, an 

organizer with Right of 
Way, agreed, saying, “I had 
heard about the dangers of 
this intersection and I don’t 
scare easily, but there’s no 
room for pedestrians with 
all the buses.”

In the year since 
Bandes’ death, Kottick has 
pleaded with the city De-
partment of Transporta-

tion to do something about 
the intersection.

“There have been six 
additional accidents since 
July, and while the DOT 
is studying and planning 
changes, no interim mea-
sures are being implement-
ed,” she said.

That may be starting 
to change.

DOT spokesman Scott 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

An 84-year-old woman 
who was struck by a city 
bus in Forest Hills and lost 
a foot has served notice that 
she plans to file a $10 mil-
lion lawsuit against the bus 
driver and the city.

Gertrude Schnabel, of 
Woodhaven, took pride in 
her independence prior to 
Jan. 15, when a Q64 bus hit 
her as she crossed Queens 
Boulevard near East 108th 
Street, according to her at-
torney, Henry Davoli.

The rear wheels hit 
her legs, leaving Schnabel 
fighting for mobility in her 
sunset years.

“It’s wonderful she’s 
alive,” Davoli said. “I doubt 

she’ll be able to live on her 
own after this, but that’s 
what she wants .... you just 
hope that the woman gets 
compensated for what she’s 
going through so she can 
attempt to live her life in 
some form of dignity rather 
than being thrown in the 
corner of some nursing 
home.”

Schnabel, a retired ad-
ministrative worker in the 
garment industry, will re-
main at Bellevue Hospital 
Center for a while, he said.

Doctors amputated her 
left ankle, performed a skin 
graft on the limb and will 
probe have to remove the 
leg below the knee, Davoli 
said. It is unclear whether 
she has the muscular tone 

needed to support a pros-
thetic limb.

The attorney said 
Schnabel’s right ankle was 
crushed and will require 

surgery. He said doctors 
would likely then explore 
whether freezing the foot 
would permit her to put 
weight on it.

The notice and 30-day 
demand for adjustment of 
claim notes that Schnabel 
also suffered injuries to 
her neck, back, shoulders, 
knees, elbows and head in 
addition to post-concussion 
syndrome and post-trau-
matic stress.

“She was living in 
a modest home in Wood-
haven on Social Security,” 
Davoli said, noting that the 
cost of her medical care 
has exhausted  the $50,000 
covered by the MTA Bus 
Company’s personal injury 

Gertrude Schnabel, 84, is un-
dergoing leg surgery after an 
MTA bus struck her Jan. 15. 

Photo courtesy Schnabel

Hannah Casico, a childhood friend of Ella Bandes, holds a photo of her Ella during the rally. 
Photo by Caroll Alvarado

City Councilwoman Eizabeth Crowley (c.) joins fellow elected offi-
cials and safety advocates at the Maspeth news conference. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Woman hit by Q64 bus to sue MTA

Vigil for boro traffi c victim
Calls made for countdown signal after Ella Bandes’ death a year ago

Bills target unlicensed
in crashes with victims

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

There is no statute of 
limitations on the notori-
ous theft of  $5 million in 
cash and $1 million in gold 
jewelry swiped at gunpoint 
from the Lufthansa Termi-
nal in 1978.

More than 35 years lat-
er, a grand jury handed up 
an indictment charging a 
78-year-old Bonnano crime 
family boss from Howard 
Beach with helping to plan 
and commit the largest 
robbery in state history. 
Few of the other charges in 
Vincent Asaro’s 26-page in-
dictment, such as his tie to 
the skull and corduroy bur-
ied beneath an Ozone Park 
House and the torching 
of a Rockaway Boulevard 
nightclub, garnered much 
attention. 

Vincent Asaro, 78, 
pleaded not guilty to rack-
eteering charges, including 
extortion, murder, robbery, 
arson and bookmaking, 
when arraigned Jan. 23 at 
the federal courthouse in 
Brooklyn.

George Venizelos, as-
sistant director in charge 
of the FBI New York Field 
Office, highlighted Asaro’s 
role in planning and ex-
ecuting the armed robbery 
of the Lufthansa Terminal 
in John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport when an-
nouncing the arrest of Asa-
ro and four other Bonanno 
members, who are not 
charged in the heist made 
famous by the “Goodfellas” 
movie.

“Asaro himself was in 
on one of the most notori-
ous heists: the Lufthansa 
robbery in 1978. It may be 
decades later, but the FBI’s 
determination to investi-
gate and bring wiseguys to 
justice will never waver,” 
Venizelos said in a state-
ment.

A criminal indictment 
claims that Asaro, the late 
Lucchese crime family as-
sociate James “Jimmy the 
Gent” Burke and others 
involved in the largest rob-
bery in state history were 

expected to receive $750,000 
apiece plus jewelry. Pros-
ecutors said Burke did not 
share the proceeds. He is 
reported to have murdered 
many heist associates for 
fear that they would impli-
cate him.

“We never got our 
right money,” Asaro said, 
according to an conversa-
tion recorded by the FBI in 
2011. “Jimmy [Burke] kept 
everything.”

Prosecutors said they 
have four witnesses tying 
Asaro, a Bonanno admin-
istrator and captain, to the 
Lufthansa theft.

Asaro’s attorney, Ger-
ald McMahon, disputed 
the reliability of one antici-
pated witness, former Bo-
nanno boss Joseph Massi-
no, calling him “one of the 
worst witnesses I’ve ever 
seen.”

McMahon questioned 
why agents were after an el-
derly man who recently un-
derwent triple bypass sur-
gery. He said Asaro would 
not plead guilty to any 
charges and described the 
defense strategy as “pure, 
actual innocence.”

Prosecutors claim 
Asaro’s criminal career be-
gan decades ago.

In 1969, agents said 
Asaro and Burke used a dog 
chain to strangle Paul Katz, 
who they believed was co-
operating with authorities 
because police raided a 
Richmond Hill warehouse 
Katz owned that was used 
to store mob scores. They 
then buried his body in the 

basement of a vacant home, 
according to court docu-
ments.

When alerted to a 
police investigation into 
Katz’s disappearance in 
the mid-1980s, agents said 
Asaro instructed his son, 
Jerome Asaro, 55, and a col-
league to move his body.

The FBI said it dug up 
Katz’s remains from the 
basement of an Ozone Park 
home this past summer and 
used DNA testing to con-
firm Katz’s identity.

Prosecutors contend 
the father and son worked 
together frequently.

In the early ’80s, the 
father instructed his son to 
burn down Afters, an Ozone 
Park nightclub, because a 
neighborhood restaurant 
owner was upset the ven-
ue’s new owners planned to 
cater to blacks, according 
to court documents.

Prosecutors said 
the younger Asaro and a 
partner poured gasoline 
throughout the club, which 
was given its name because 
Bonanno members began 
patronizing it after Luf-
thansa, and then threw a 
lit rubber ball through its 
window.

The Asaros unsuccess-
fully solicited the murder of 
a cousin in the ’80s, accord-
ing to the FBI. Agents said 
the father and son consid-
ered their relative a “rat” 
because he testified against 
another family member in 
a fraud trial.

But agents said the 

Vincent Asaro  (second from r.)  stands before the judge during an 
arraignment at federal court. AP Photo/Elizabeth Williams

Howard Beach mobster 
robbed Lufthansa: FBI

Must Be 18 Years Of Age Or Older To Play The New York Lottery Games. Please Play Responsibly.

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

 A WINNING 
COMBINATION
5,000+ Table Game & Slot Machines. 

Minutes Away! 

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take     or Q37.  
Locate Your Free Shuttle: www.RWRedExpress.com

Continued on Page 46
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New York Hospital Queens now provides even more access to a higher level of care right here 

in Maspeth. In addition to heart and vascular care, we offer specialists in bone and joint care and 

rehabilitation, urology, pediatric gastroenterology and nutritional care – right here at Maspeth 

Multispecialty Care. 

Our team of on-site specialists is growing fast, and now includes Cardiologists Gregory Gustafson, 

M.D., Mark Balek, M.D., and Katherine Heretis, M.D., Vascular Surgeon Ankur Chawla, M.D., 

Orthopaedic Surgeons Justin A. Classie, M.D., and Annibale Pluchinotta, M.D., Urologist Farshad 

Shafizadeh, M.D., Pediatric Gastroenterologists Suma Kamath, M.D., Aaron Turkish, M.D., and 

Nutritionist Joanne Carroll, N.P. More NYHQ-affiliated physicians will join them during 2014.

Maspeth Multispecialty Care, is part of our ongoing initiative to support community access to a higher 

level of primary and specialty care services – right here in Queens, and right here in Maspeth. 

Maspeth Multispecialty Care is conveniently located at  
72-41 Grand Avenue. Call 718-458-0261 now to make an appointment. 

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call 

to (800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Maspeth
Now, more of your  
NYHQ doctors are IN …

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Time is now for workers to make stand
F

or many years, the 
middle class has been 
forced into full, often 
humiliating retreat. 

Our standard of living and 
quality of life has taken a 
crippling hit.

That is the bad news. 
The good news is that the 
injury, grievous and slow-
healing as it is is not fatal. 
Now is the right time for us 
to fight back with a revived 
militancy. Unions have run 
with the torch for genera-
tions and have enabled the 
middle class to make prog-
ress for much of that time. 
They are in the best posi-
tion to carry on today.

Many people have been 
suckered into the myth that 
unions are part of the prob-
lem, not the solution. They 
have been tricked into be-
lieving that union members 
prosper at the expense of 
the middle class, when his-
tory shows that the direct 
correlation between the 
ascendency of the middle 
class and the rise of unions. 
The enemies of unions are 
the same folks who fiercely 
oppose the rights of all oth-
er employees.

They invariably side 
with bosses, no matter 
how blatantly arbitrary or 
flagrantly unfair their ac-

tions. They are foes of a liv-
ing wage, due process, fami-
ly medical leave protection, 
paid sick and vacation days 
or any other mandated job 
security safeguards. And 
they will never support any 
voluntary safeguards.

These anti-union, anti-
middle class elements cloak 
themselves in patriotism, 
but they are the most unpa-
triotic of all Americans and 
in this sense they are far 
less American than people 
of undocumented status. 
They favor privatizing the 
military, the penal system, 
education, the postal ser-
vice and everything else.

With hellish fury they 
fought Social Security, 
Medicare and every other 
act of mercy ever legisla-
tively proposed as a safety 
net for Americans in ago-
ny.

Are you a patriot? 
Then regardless of your 
economic bracket, profes-
sional title or credential or 
position in the social stra-
ta, your personal interests 
are union, middle class and 
American interests. Defend 
them.

Ron Isaac
Bayside

JUSTICE FOR AVONTE
The city Department of Education must be held ac-

countable for the death of Avonte Oquendo, who vanished 
from a special ed program at a Long Island City school 
without a trace in October until his remains washed up on 
College Point shores last week.

The Riverview School is part of the public school sys-
tem and a guard was on duty when the autistic teen bolted 
out an unlocked side door. His sprint through the hallway 
into the open air was captured on surveillance tape, the 
last known images of the 14-year-old Rego Park boy.

Where was the guard when Avonte dashed out into 
the streets near the East River? When did his teacher or 
other school employees notice that he was missing after 
lunch? It took the school nearly an hour to notify authori-
ties that Avonte was nowhere to be found, precious time 
lost when police or school personnel still had a chance to 
find the nonverbal child.

The NYPD has investigated Avonte’s disappearance 
but has not shared its findings with his family, which has 
filed two Freedom of Information requests. His mother 
has gone to court to challenge the NYPD’s rejection of her 
bid to learn what may have happened to her son.

The DOE released its own internal documents after 
the family’s lawyer filed a FOIA request.

The Police Department launched an extensive search 
for Avonte that lasted months, but the NYPD owes an ex-
planation to his mother, who needs the data officers com-
piled to prepare her wrongful death suit against the city 
and the DOE.

In the meantime, U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer has pro-
posed that autistic children be outfitted with tracking de-
vices that can signal their whereabouts if they disappear 
and are unable to communicate. This voluntary measure 
is long overdue. He is introducing legislation known as 
“Avonte’s Law,” but the Justice Department has already 
agreed to pay for the devices.

Special needs kids have their own floor at Riverview, 
which has extra aides to monitor autistic students, who 
are prone to running and wandering. Every school for 
these children should have an alarm system, which would 
ring anytime a side door to the outside is opened without 
permission during regular sessions. This is not a high-
tech solution, but it would compensate for human error 
when guards on duty or school personnel are distracted 
or negligent.

Tracking devices and door alarms would help reas-
sure parents that they will see their children again after 
dropping them off at one of the city’s special education 
schools.
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13READERS WRITE
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718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Reader right about obstruction

I
n response to a letter in 
the Jan. 10-16 edition of 
TimesLedger Newspa-
pers, Robert La Rosa is 

right on.
The Obstrublican 

Party has blocked and/or 
sabotaged every proposal, 
initiative or request put 
forward by the Democratic 
Party regardless of the 
damage incurred by our 
country. This they have 

done in their rabid desire to 
recapture the presidency, 
as they have the U.S. House 
of Representatives and the 
unballanced majority in 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

Point in fact, by de-
funding the Benghazi 
embassy security, it was 
impossible to protect it 
against the infamous at-
tack to come. This allowed 
them to shift the blame to 

then-U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton. Country 
be damned – party first!

The present Republi-
can — Tea-tainted — Party 
is a dismal regurgitation 
of the once-proud Grand 
Old Party, which coincided 
with the end of the Eisen-
hower presidency.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Don’t give political parties labels

I 
have been reading a 
lot about the “bad” Re-
publicans not wanting 
to extend unemploy-

ment benefits and how the 
“good” Democrats want 
them extended to help the 
unemployed.

Let us all be clear about 
this. Most want to extend 
unemployment benefits.

The only difference is 
that some want to pay for it 
while others want it added 
to the $17 trillion national 
debt.

When will this coun-
try be able to have an hon-
est debate about such issues 
without injecting partisan 
politics into the discus-
sion?

Bob Friedrich
President

Glen Oaks Village

Editor’s note: This letter 
writer writes the “On Point” 
column for TimesLedger 
Newspapers.

GOP not as extreme as Cuomo claims it is
O

n behalf of the 
Queens Village 
Republican Club, I 
would like to thank 

the media outlets which 
covered our “Cuomo Out-
rage” press conference at 
Queens Borough Hall Jan. 
21. Thanks for helping to 
make our voices heard in 
protest of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s intolerant re-
marks directed against a 
large swath of New Yorkers 
with politically different 
opinions than himself, that 
they should leave New York 
state.

While we embrace the 
entire spectrum of Republi-
can perspectives from mod-
erate to conservative, we do 
not consider the particular 
conservative views con-

demned and categorized by 
our governor, and recently 
in a statement by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, as “extreme.” 
The majority of Americans 
hold pro-life beliefs and 
support the Second Amend-
ment and traditional mar-
riage. It is illustrative of 
the arrogance of power for 
a governor and a mayor to 
demonize a wide segment 
of the New York population 
because of their beliefs.

The Queens Village 
Republican Club is not ex-
tremist. We are part of a 
legitimate political party 
with legitimate political 
views and we are not dead. 
We are America’s oldest 
and most diverse Republi-
can club. We invite you to 
come and see the ethnic di-

versity of fellow New York-
ers as well as the diversity 
of viewpoints from moder-
ate to conservative Republi-
can perspectives on display 
at our upcoming grand an-
nual event, the Lincoln Day 
Dinner, Feb. 9. All are wel-
come to come and join with 
us for a day of celebration 
of President Abraham Lin-
coln and the proud values 
of the Republican Party.

We have sent a person-
al invitation to Cuomo and 
de Blasio so we can show 
them that our views are not 
narrow or extreme. We will 
show them that the many 
faces and voices of diver-
sity of fellow New Yorkers 
are alive and well in the 
Republican Party. All are 
welcome. We will present 

a spectacular dinner party 
that will honor and high-
light the achievements of 
some of the most remark-
able New Yorkers.

We will honor John 
W. Peterkin, a retired U.S. 
Army veteran of World 
War II, of Bellerose who 
went on to serve four more 
combat tours in Korea and 
Vietnam and who has been 
reticent up until now about 
his service and sacrifice for 
freedom and democracy. 
The Lifetime Achievement 
Award will be presented 
to James Trent, president 
and founder of the Queens 
County Farm Museum, 
who has selflessly given 50 
years of civic service and 
leadership to the residents 
of Queens without asking 

for anything in return.
We will hear from 

keynote speaker U.S. Rep. 
Peter King (R-Massapequa 
Park), considered a mod-
erate Republican, in con-
trast to arch-conservative 
Republican firebrand Dan 
Bongino, former NYPD of-
ficer and U.S. Secret Ser-
vice agent for both Presi-
dents George W. Bush and 
Barack Obama. What he 
witnessed at the White 
House compelled him to 
run for public office, which 
he is doing now for a seat in 
Maryland’s 6th Congressio-
nal District.

We are holding this 
festive event at Antun’s of 
Queens Village, which has 
celebrated every New York 
governor and mayor and 

nearly all U.S. presidents. 
We now invite our cur-
rent governor and mayor, 
the mainstream press and 
all New Yorkers to see the 
greatness and diversity of 
Main Street New York on 
display at this celebration 
of the Grand Old Party, 
which is now and will al-
ways be part and parcel of 
the fabric and political cul-
ture of New York City and 
state.

Phil Orenstein
President

Queens Village Republican 
Club

Queens Village

Gennaro has to do soul searching

A
s a member of 
the City Council, 
James Gennaro (D-
Fresh Meadows) 

tarnished his reputation 
as an environmentalist by 
supporting a 1.4-million-
square-foot shopping mall 
on the Citi Field parking 
lot, which is part of Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park, 
without requiring permis-
sion to alienate parkland 
and replace that which will 

be taken.
He ignored the com-

bined votes of Community 
Boards 3 and 7 that result-
ed in 38 against and 23 in 
favor. Gennaro also closed 
his eyes to the fact that the 
Bloomberg administration, 
together with the develop-
ers, illegally bypassed Uni-
form Land Use Review Pro-
cedure requirements.

One hopes his appoint-
ment to the state Depart-

ment of Environmental 
Conservation by Gov. An-
drew Cuomo will upon re-
flection see the errors of 
his ways and recoup his 
commitment to legitimate 
environmental causes 
(“Cuomo appoints Gennaro 
to new state DEC position,” 
Jan. 17-23).

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 3

1-F
EB

. 6
, 2

01
4 

TL

14

I
f the word had been in 
use when I was a child, 
the phrase “The cus-
tomer is always right” 

would have been called a 
mantra.

It probably was coined 
by an American, Harry 
Gordon Selfridge, who 
founded the high-end de-
partment store, Selfridges, 
on Oxford Street in London 
in 1909.

I heard it all the time 
in my young days and it 
may have had an effect on 
how I see the world not only 
in its commercial aspects 
but in other ways. I imag-
ine it is still in accepted use 
today, although I have come 
across some denunciations 

of it and its implications on 
employees who have to deal 
with disgruntled patrons.

The first time I was 
able to put the notion to use 
was when I edited a weekly 
newspaper in Forest Hills. I 
tried to be a stickler for ac-
curacy, but if errors were 
pointed out to us, we cor-
rected our mistakes. I be-
lieved our readers were our 
customers — they helped 
pay our salaries — and they 
were entitled to have their 
views listened to.

When I was secretary 
to the city Department of 
Air Pollution Control — a 
highfalutin title for a PR 
guy — I ascribed to the 
quaint notion that all city 
residents were our bosses 
and deserved to have their 
views valued. I believe our 
small department did a 
good job about that.

I took the same posi-
tion when I worked for non-
profits and for a large cor-
poration in Manhattan.

Those who used our 
services deserved the best 
possible responses from 
us. The corporation CEO 
mandated that all customer 
comments were to be an-
swered within five work-
ing days and all problems 
resolved within 10 working 
days, if at all possible. Rea-
sons for any delay had to be 
made clear to the custom-
ers.

But this is not always 
an easy thing to do. The 
customers are not always 
right. They can be some-
thing less than honest and 
forthright in complaining. 
But those complaints de-
serve attention, even if it 
hurts.

Similarly, citizens who 
complain about govern-
ment services — whether 
they are right, wrong or in 
between — deserve prompt 
and professional attention. 
It does not help to be “smart-
alecky” about taxpayers.

I think Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg, whom I hold in 
high regard in many ways, 
had a tendency to forget the 
mantra. Certainly, New Jer-
sey Gov. Chris Christie was 
not “customer-oriented” 
when called to task about 
taking a vacation when 
the blizzard of 2010 hit this 
area. “Being there” is part 
of serving the public.

But both of them, and 
many other public officials, 
showed true leadership 
during Hurricane Irene 
and especially after Hurri-
cane Sandy.

Perhaps both of them 
went online and found out 
more about Selfridge and 
his highly successful meth-
ods of dealing with the pub-
lic. They might have noted 
that Selfridge said this: 
“The boss fixes the blame 
for the problem, the leader 
fixes the problem.” And 
this: “The boss knows how 
it is done, the leader shows 
how.”

When a crisis occurs, 

Christie, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio and other public 
servants may want to read 
again an extraordinary 
scene in Shakespeare’s 
“Henry V.” Henry, in dis-
guise, visits his troops the 
night before the decisive 
Battle of Agincourt, one 
of history’s military turn-
ing points. He hears their 
hopes, fears and gripes 
— some about him — and 
makes some comments of 
his own.

Above all, Henry real-
izes, once again, the enor-
mity of his role as a leader, 
especially of those who may 
die or be wounded the next 
day, fighting on his behalf. 
But, as the chorus in the 
play points out, the troops, 
knowingly or not, had felt 
“A little touch of Harry in 
the night,” and that meant 
a great deal.

“The customer is al-
ways right” may be a cliche, 
but what makes a cliche en-
dure, as this one has, is the 

basic truth behind it. To 
this day, Selfridges is still 
one of the great department 
stores in the world.

I should note that I 
began this column before 
Bridgegate. Christie, in 
addition to learning what 
Selfridge and Henry V had 
to say, may now want to add 
King Henry II to his list. He 
famously said, “Will no one 
rid me of this troublesome 
priest?” Three knights who 
heard him did so, a few days 
later, murdering Archbish-
op Thomas a Becket in Can-
terbury Cathedral.

The climate of an in-
stitution is set by the leader 
of it.

Please read my blog 
“No Holds Barred” on 
timesledger.com.

Act professional even when customer is wrong

Mayor should take pre-K offer, seek higher taxes later

M
ayor Bill de Blasio 
has already had 
a few impressive 
successes in imple-

menting his agenda during 
his first 30 days in office.

His expanded sick 
leave bill has the strong 
support of new Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito (D-Manhattan) and 
will mark a big victory for 
the progressive treatment 
of workers throughout the 
city. Its predecessor was a 
contentious piece of legisla-
tion delayed for a long time 
by former City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 

that ordered companies 
with 15 or more workers to 
pay up to five sick days a 
year. The latest version will 
apply to companies with as 
few as five employees.

The widespread use of 
stop-and-frisk by the Police 
Department, which had 
already been dropping in 
2013 in Ray Kelly and Mike 
Bloomberg’s last year, 
seems to be a relic of the 
past as Bill Bratton takes 
the reins at 1 Police Plaza.

The new mayor has 
picked a diverse and tal-
ented group of commission-
ers, a deputy mayor and 
city schools chancellor who 
have vast experience and 
will know how to navigate 
the bureaucracy as they 
implement de Blasio’s vi-
sion for “one city.”

But perhaps the most 
impressive win thus far, 

the governor’s promise to 
fund universal pre-K in 
New York for the next five 
years, has gotten lost in the 
argument of paying for this 
through additional taxes 
on wealthy New Yorkers.

Whether you agree or 
not that high earners can 
pay more to help improve 
our city for all — and there 
may be a compelling argu-
ment here — the idea of 
raising taxes in 2014, a gu-
bernatorial election year, 
seems like a non-starter.

Although I find the 
mayor’s conviction and 
consistent message im-
pressive, in this case he 
probably should declare 
victory, take the state fund-
ing right away and begin 
the daunting task of set-
ting up schools for these 
early learners and explore 
how to best implement this 

long-overdue educational 
reform.

Where the funding 
comes from is secondary 
to the great opportunity to 
erase the achievement gap 
before kindergarten. We 
should be focused on fig-
uring out how to get this 
accomplished as quickly 
as possible. Even if it hap-
pened tomorrow, it will be 
years before we see the po-
tential positive impact of 
this new education reform.

Kudos to de Blasio for 
making this a big issue in 
his campaign and for get-
ting Cuomo to include it in 
his budget — a week after 
de Blasio’s inauguration.

As President Barack 
Obama once said about 
something else, de Blasio 
should feel the fierce ur-
gency of now to get univer-
sal pre-K off the ground. 
Take Cuomo’s generous of-
fer in 2014 and perhaps in 
2015, when the governor is 

safely ensconced for four 
more years, and after Hil-
lary Clinton’s declaration 
that she running for the 
White House in 2016, the 
mayor can convince Al-
bany to raise taxes for the 
long-term funding.

Although there is a lot 
to do in education — from 
teacher training to rebuild-
ing crumbling schools — 
universal pre-K is a quick 
and great first step for de 
Blasio and Chancellor Car-
men Fariña to begin im-
proving our school system.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

I Sit and 
Look Out

Although I fi nd the mayor’s conviction 
impressive, he should declare victory, 

take the state funding and begin 
setting up schools.

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“We always heard that Calvary Hospital was the best at treating pain. 
But we had no idea you would relieve our family’s pain as well.”

“Before my sister Cookie arrived at Calvary with terminal lung cancer, 
we suffered the excruciating pain with her each and every day. But once 
at Calvary, they did everything to relieve her pain. And because of that, 
they also relieved our anxieties and mental anguish. She was treated 
with care, sensitivity, devotion and many hugs. And so were we. In her 
final days, you gave her peace, comfort and dignity, and allowed me 
to be her sister again. We knew that you had the reputation of being 
the very best there is at treating the pain of a patient. But what we 
never knew was that you are also the best at relieving the pain that 
we, Cookie’s family, had. You will always be more than just a hospital 
to us. You will always be a member of our family. Thank you, Calvary.”

- Lonnie Weigel

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

hat do Punxsutaw-
ney Phil (Pennsyl-
vania), General 
Beauregard Lee 

(Georgia) and Staten Island 
Chuck (New York) have 
in common? They are all 
famous American ground-
hogs.

Groundhogs, or wood-
chucks, are the largest 
members of the squirrel 
family. This mammal is 
one of 14 species of mar-
mots, a large, burrowing 
rodent typically living in 
mountainous areas.

After the first frost of 
the winter, these animals 
hibernate until spring. 
This hibernation resem-
bles more of a coma, where 
the animal’s heart rate 

decreases dramatically 
and its body temperature 
plunges to a few degrees 
above freezing.

The groundhog emerg-
es from its hibernation ev-
ery year in early spring, 
which gave way to the pop-
ular American custom of 
Groundhog Day, held every 
Feb. 2.

The tradition is based 
on the belief that if a 
groundhog sees its shadow 
on that day, it will retreat 
back into its burrow, indi-
cating an omen of six more 
weeks of winter. If the day 
is cloudy and therefore 
shadow-less, the groundhog 
will stay above ground, sig-
nalling the onset of spring.

Although Punxsutaw-
ney Phil, the Pennsylvanian 
groundhog, is probably the 
most famous at supposedly 
127 years old, New York 
has Staten Island Chuck, 
which has been predicting 
the weather for 32 years. 
Chuck has an accuracy rate 

of more than 80 percent, ac-
cording to the Staten Island 
Zoo in Barrett Park, where 
Chuck resides.

The zoo uses a simple 
formula to determine if 
Chuck’s prognostication 
is accurate. The staff will 
follow the weather for two 
months after Groundhog 
Day Sunday and track how 
many days are warmer or 

atypical for the season. An 
atypical day has a tempera-
ture above 40 degrees.

Chuck’s prediction 
is based on whether there 
are more warm days than 
cold days, so more warm 
days means it is spring, but 
more cold days means it is 
still winter.

In past years, the 
Queens Zoo has joined the 

fun, pressing its prairie 
dogs into service as weath-
ermen, but all eyes in the 
city will be on Staten Is-
land and the real thing this 
year.

Thousands of people 
will attend the event Sun-
day as they do every year. 
It is not uncommon for the 
mayor to attend this annual 
ritual. Last year, however, 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
opted to skip the sighting, 
which meant then-City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn was left with the 
honor of greeting Chuck.

Many suspect 
Bloomberg snubbed the 
event due to a longstand-
ing grudge the former 
mayor had against Chuck. 
The bad karma originated 
back in 2009, when Chuck 
bit Bloomberg’s finger af-
ter being roused from his 
hibernation by the mayor.  
After that ungracious wel-
come, the Bloomberg wore 
special thick gloves to pre-
vent further incidents.

This year is a chance, 
however, for Chuck to start 
fresh with the new mayor 
of New York, Bill de Blasio. 
Due to probable Super Bowl 
commitments the same day, 
we can only speculate if de 
Blasio will be in attendance. 
If so, hopefully he can get a 
loan of Bloomberg’s Chuck-
proof gloves.

City’s groundhog has 80% accuracy rate in weather forecasts

Remember 
the Date
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BY BILL PARRY

Opposition to the pro-
posed expansion of the 82nd 
Street Partnership from 
Jackson Heights into Coro-
na is gaining strength with 
the rise of the Roosevelt Av-
enue Community Alliance.

A grassroots coalition 
of small business owners 
and vendors, mostly His-
panic, formed RACA last 
fall in opposition to City 
Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras’ (D-East Elmhurst) 
plan to extend the business 
improvement district from 
81st Street to 114th Street 
along Roosevelt Avenue.

It would create one 
of the city’s largest BIDs, 
incorporating retail hubs 
including Junction Boule-
vard, Corona Plaza and Na-
tional Street.

A recent film screen-
ing of a documentary 
warning of the dangers of 
gentrification called “The 
Vanishing City” drew more 
than 80 people on a Satur-

day afternoon.
“The movie screening 

was a big success because 
people are seeking the 
truth about the long-term 
effects of the BID,” organiz-
er Tania Mattos said. “As 
an immigrant activist and 
Jackson Heights resident 
of 26 years, I am strongly 
opposed to the BID because 
it will raise the rents. Our 
communities deserve 
clean, safe streets but not 
at the price of being kicked 
out of our homes.”

The 30-year-old Bolivi-
an native has been involved 
in immigration reform, the 
Dream Act and organizing 
Louisiana restaurant work-
ers, but is now immersed in 
RACA, she says, “because 
business owners are the 
backbone of the movement 
but they are so busy they 
depend on us to represent 
them.”

The owner of Franky 
Fashions, at 94-17 Roosevelt 
Ave., Frank Rafalian, said, 
“The BID is tricky. When 

they have meetings, they 
do it on days and hours that 
they know we can’t attend 
because we’re running our 
shops.”

He added that the addi-
tional expense of member-
ship fees could cripple his 
enterprise.

“I’m told it could cost 
$2,000 a year.  My real estate 
tax has gone up $12,000 in 
the last few years. Doesn’t 
this pay for sanitation and 

graffiti removal? At the 
end of the day they’re just 
paving the way for corpo-
rate chains to come in and 
change the Hispanic small 
business identity of Jack-
son Heights and Corona,” 
Rafalian said.

Ferreras defended 
her vision for the business 
stretch.

“The proposal for the 
Jackson Heights-Corona 
Business Improvement Dis-

trict was formed to combat 
many of the existing prob-
lems my constituents ex-
perience on a daily basis, 
such as crime, litter, poor 
lighting and safety along 
Roosevelt Avenue,” she 
said. “While I have always 
welcomed all members of 
our community to share 
their input on this proposal, 
it has come to our attention 
that there are several vocal 
opponents who continue to 
have misconceptions.”

Seth Taylor, executive 
director of the 82nd Street 
Partnership, claims the 
lines of communication 
have included RACA in the 
process.

“We’ve invited them to 
meet with us on several oc-
casions. We’re always will-
ing to meet with them and 
with anyone who has ques-
tions about the proposed 
expansion,” he said.

Mattos believes Taylor 
is a large part of the prob-
lem.

“Seth is a very diffi-

cult person to talk to. His e-
mails are aggressive in our 
opinion and we don’t feel 
he’s come into this neigh-
borhood respecting us,” 
she said.

That notion is vehe-
mently denied by John 
Rapp, a landlord who hired 
Taylor when he was presi-
dent of the 82nd Street Part-
nership.

“I looked for that when 
we hired him. I watched 
carefully how he interacted 
with Hispanic people to see 
if he was considered a grin-
go and I saw nothing like 
that at all,” Rapp said. “He’s 
more of a target because he 
does more than any man-
ager we’ve had. RACA 
doesn’t want improvement 
because it will drive out the 
ones that can’t compete, but 
that’s the nature of capital-
ism.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718.260.4538.

Organizers of the Roosevelt Avenue Civic Association tout the 
grass roots movement’s growth. Photo Courtesy RACA

Alliance fi ghts BID’s expansion into Corona

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY BILL PARRY

A successful pet shop 
in Sunnyside celebrates its 
one-year anniversary this 
weekend, and the owner 
says it may not have been 
had he not seen a magazine 
article four years ago.

“I didn’t know any-
thing about Queens and 
then I read that New York 
Magazine article by Nate 
Silver and I came to take 
a look,” Sam Abdrabouh 
said.

The owner of Wespaw-
pets was referring to an ar-
ticle from April 2010 titled 
“The Most Livable Neigh-
borhoods in New York,” 
in which the famed statis-
tician ranked Sunnyside 
third after Park Slope and 
the Lower East Side. Silver 
wrote that “Sunnyside is 
a hidden gem if there ever 
was one ....”

“That magazine is 
still in the front window,” 
said Welcome Home Real 
Estate’s Michelle Sullivan. 
“Whenever we have a new 
property, I always use it and 
we always show it to people 
coming from Brooklyn. All 
these years later it’s still 
a very good promotion for 
the neighborhood.”

It worked like a charm 
on Abdrabouh.

“I had to come and 
see it for myself,” he said, 
remembering feeling mes-
merized as he walked from 
Greenpoint Avenue to Skill-
man Avenue. “Sunnyside 
is unique in the diversity 
of its cultures. I could tell 
it’s a family-oriented place 
with a great community 
feel. If I had to do it again, 
I’d move here again.”

Wespawpets, at 44-05 
Queens Blvd., replaced a 
vacant Off-Track Betting 
storefront and Abdrab-
ouh, a licensed pharmacist 
with a passion for animals, 
opened a unique shop in 
that it does not sell any ani-
mals.

“That goes against my 
ethics. I’ll leave that to oth-
er businesses,” he said.

What he features is 
everything for pets from 

nutritional and holistic 
foods, including raw items, 
to accessories and nutri-
tional supplies. There is 
equipment-like carrying 
cases and litter pans, cloth-
ing and blankets and even 
a full line of pet greeting 
cards.

“I’m amazed and ap-
preciative how things have 
worked out,” Abdrabouh 
said. “I’m thankful for the 
support from the commu-
nity and others as well. We 
deliver to Astoria, Long 
Island City, Woodside and 
even Jackson Heights.”

Wespawpets will cel-
ebrate its first anniversary 
on Super Bowl weekend 
with all-day affairs Satur-
day and Sunday with gift 
bags for pets and their own-
ers. There is also a raffle 
and a special guest.

“We’ve got Travis 
Brorsen, the celebrity dog 
trainer. He’ll be in to work 
with the customers and 
their dogs,” Abdrabouh 
said.

Brorsen was the star 
of a reality TV series called 
“Greatest American Dog” 
in 2008.

The owner is proud 
of his friendly and knowl-
edgeable staff and his spot-
less store in his adopted 
community and he is still 
glad he read the article by 
Silver.

“It really was a win-
win situation for me,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

Pet shop celebrates 
year in Sunnyside
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Made Possible.

Minimum balance to open is $500
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Wespawpets owner celebrates 
his first full year in Sunnyside 
and his choice of neighbor-
hood. Photo by Bill Parry
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$289 $12,000

$3,850 $4,000

$2,990 $700

$5,800 $2,500

Low-E
Double Hung 
Fully Welded

Our 2-Week Kitchen Includes: 

(up to 50 sq. ft.) $240 per sq. ft.

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. 

 

Energy Efficient

Fully Welded

100 LF

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. 

 
Many Colors & Styles

 
(up to 250 sq. ft.)

Other Services:

FREE Estimates, Call Today!

888.619.2677

Call Today! 888.619.2677

$

GreenTree Construction, Inc. 

 Fully Insured

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Low-E
Double Hung 
Fully Welded

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. Insulation 
Board & Corner Posts 
Many Colors & Styles

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft. 
Complete Removal
New Tar Paper/Shingles
All Debris Removed

1-Week Bathroom Includes: 

Total Job with this Coupon

$289

$2,900

$3,850

$500 OFF

$1000 OFF
Total Job with this Coupon

$2000 OFF
Total Job with this Coupon

2-Week Kitchen Includes:

(Fully Installed)
Fully Welded
Seamless Aluminium Gutters
100 LF

$700

Full Driveway
(up to 250 sq. ft.)

$2,500
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
About a year after it floated a 

plan to convert an underused build-
ing on its Hillcrest campus into sup-
portive housing, Queens Hospital 
Center is now considering tearing 
down the T Building, though a group 
of preservationists wants to see the 
historic structure stay.

The hospital’s plan last year to 
lease the 76-year-old former tubercu-
losis ward was met with sharp rebuke 
from neighborhood residents and 
community leaders, who feared the 
building’s tenants — people with low 
incomes, chronic conditions, men-
tal disabilities and those living with 
HIV/AIDS — would be too close for 
comfort to nearby schools.

Queens Hospital eventually 
dropped the plan and now is looking 
at a number of options for the build-
ing — which is currently being used 
as a back office — including demoli-
tion.

The Queens Preservation Coun-
cil, however, is up in arms over the 
prospect of losing the building de-
signed by John Russell Pope, archi-
tect of Washington, D.C.’s Jefferson 
Memorial and the National Gallery 

of Art.
“Not only is this handsome build-

ing an outstanding work by a master 
architect, but its history embodies 
our city’s and our country’s response 
to urgent public health care needs 
during the Great Depression,” pres-
ervation chairman Mitchell Grubler 
wrote.

When it opened in 1937, the Tri-
boro Hospital for Tuberculosis, as 
it was known then, was a leader in 
the fight against the “white plague,” 

which had infected an estimated 4,000 
people and claimed the lives of nearly 
550 people in Queens the year before.

The 10-story, Art Moderne-style 
building faces south with large win-
dows and open balconies designed to 
afford patients the maximum amount 
of fresh air and sunlight, Grubler 
said.

When the state razed four other 
buildings that were considered eligi-
ble for the National Register of Histor-
ic Places in 1998, it included a binding 
covenant to preserve the T Building, 
and Grubler said the preservation 
council is now mounting a campaign 
to have it protected.

Richard Hellenbrecht, president 
of the Queens Civic Congress, said he 
has heard both sides of the argument 
and said each has a valid point.

“It’s impressive architecturally. 
It’s got a lot of detail that would be 
nice to preserve, but it’s got structur-
al problems that would be expensive if 
they had to be repaired,” he said. “I’m 
on the fence myself. I don’t know if it’s 
best to demolish it or to save it.”

Reach reporter Rich Bockmann 
by e-mail at rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY BILL PARRY

One of Astoria’s finest 
Italian restaurants is scal-
ing back.

The owner of Tratto-
ria L’incontro, at 21-76 31st 
St., has decided to close the 
wine bar he operated next 
door. Vino di Vino was a 
spot where the restaurant’s 
dinner guests could relax 
and mingle before settling 
in for some of the city’s 
fabled Italian meals, cho-
sen by the Zagat Survey as 
the best place to eat Italian 
food in the five boroughs in 
2010.

“We’ve been the best 
ever since,” general man-
ager Vinny Bizati said. 
“We’re still going strong, 

nothing has changed at the 
restaurant. We just closed 
the wine bar because the 
lease expired.”

Owner and Chef Rocco 
Sacramone, who moved 
to the United States at the 
age of 14 from Abruzzo, 
Italy, and worked his was 
up from a dishwasher, said, 
“We’re just concentrating 
on the restaurant business. 
We were never really happy 
with the rent for the wine 
bar anyway.”

Vino di Vino was able 
to accommodate 100 cus-
tomers at a time.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

A preservation group is launching a cam-
paign to prevent Queens Hospital Center’s 
T Building from being demolished.

Astoria restaurant
puts cork in wine bar

Group vies to save hospital’s T Building

Since 1888, when Cross County Savings Bank was first founded, 

customer satisfaction has been the driving force behind all we do. It 

is the foundation upon which Cross County Savings Bank was built, 

and remains who we are today.

Respecting the individual financial goal of our customers, by 

way of providing products and services customized to suit those 

needs, awards us with leadership in the communities we service; 

communities we are proud to serve and be a part of.

Together, our dedicated staff and loyal customers have developed 

a strong partnership which is the core of our success. For this we 

thank you and promise to keep customer satisfaction and service the 

driving force behind all we do.

To learn more contact us at 

(718) 326-6300

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

After bills to raise the 
gambling age to 21 stalled 
in state Legislature com-
mittees last year, Ozone 
Park lawmakers hope  the 
measures’ odds will shake 
out better this session.

State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo Jr. (D-Howard 
Beach) and state Assem-
blyman Phillip Goldfeder 
(D-Rockaway Beach) in-
troduced bills in January 
that would prohibit anyone 
under 21 from gambling in 
New York, noting concerns 
about the Resorts World ra-
cino in South Ozone Park.

Addabbo said that in 
the last session the Racing, 
Gaming and Wagering Com-
mittee was preoccupied 
with the recently passed 
referendum to authorize up 
to seven full-scale casinos 
in New York. He said now 
that there will be more ca-
sinos to regulate, he wants 
to convince colleagues that 
gambling poses a danger 
for 18- to-20-year-olds cur-
rently allowed in racetrack 
casinos, often called raci-
nos.

“I am optimistic that 
we can pass it. It has no real 
price tag. It doesn’t cost the 
state any money. There’s no 
real fiscal impact,” Add-
abbo said. “The bottom line 
is, why not?”

Goldfeder’s bill has at-
tracted three co-sponsors 
— Assemblymen Tom Abi-
nanti (D-Greenburgh), Ste-
ven Cymbrowitz (D-Brook-
lyn) and Michael Miller 
(D-Woodhaven) — and 
moved to the Committee on 
Racing and Wagering. Sen. 
Liz Krueger (D-Manhattan) 
has signed on as a co-spon-
sor of Addabbo’s bill, which 
is in the Racing, Gaming 
and Wagering Committee.

Because altering the 
gambling age would re-
quire an amendment to the 
state constitution, it would 
require both the Assembly 
and State to twice approve 
the legislation and then vot-
ers’ approval via a ballot 
referendum.

Goldfeder said he was 
concerned by the preva-
lence of younger gamblers 
at Resorts World, which he 
said can make it difficult 
for the racino to prevent 
underage drinking.

Addabbo said Resorts 
World has had issues with 
underage gamblers and its 
proximity to John Adams 
High School is distressing.

Both lawmakers em-
phasized that other major 
gambling establishments 
like Atlantic City are not 
open to those under 21.

“The gambling addi-
tion, once it is an addition, 
knows no boundaries, cer-
tainly not age,” Addabbo 
said. “There’s a big differ-
ence between 18 and 21 in 
terms of maturity.”

A memo attached to 
the Assembly bill notes 
that 10 percent of adoles-
cents in New York — about 
140,000 people — have expe-
rienced problem gambling, 
according to the New York 
State Council on Problem 
Gambling. The organiza-
tion Youth Gambling In-
ternational estimates that 
18-to-21-year-olds are three 
times more likely to have 
gambling problems.

Kerri Lyon, a spokes-
woman for Resorts World, 
would not say whether 
the business supported 

the bills, but said the ra-
cino would implement any 
changes approved by the 
state. About 2 percent of 
Resorts World’s clientele 
is under 21, according to 
Lyon.

The Business Council 
of New York State, which 
helped start a political ac-
tion committee to promote 
the casino expansion refer-
endum, did not return calls 
for comment.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver (D-Manhattan) and 
Senate Co-Majority Leaders 
Dean Skelos (R-Rockville 
Centre) and Jeffrey Klein 
(D-Bronx) did not respond 
to requests for comment be-
fore deadline.

Addabbo said he had 
introduced a second bill 
that would classify securi-
ty guards at Resorts World 
as “peace officers” so they 
were authorized to arrest 
people, rather than detain-
ing them while police of-
ficers from the 106th Pre-
cinct drove to the racino.

“Right now, they 
have to take a patrol off 
the streets of our neigh-
borhood, which should be 
there patrolling for our 
residents,” Addabbo said. 
“They are tied up for hours 
at Resorts World.”

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo Jr. and state Assemblyman Phillip 
Goldfeder seek to raise the legal gambling age to 21.

Queens pols aim to ban
gamblers under age 21
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Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Pedestrians may soon 
have a haven in Glendale.

The City Design Com-
mission approved final 
design plans Monday for a 
pedestrian plaza near Glen-
dale Memorial Triangle. 
The project calls for closing 
70th Street to cars between 
Cooper and Myrtle avenues 
while expanding and en-
hancing the commemora-
tive park.

The project emerged 
from the Ridgewood Lo-
cal Development Corp.’s 
2009 application to the city 
Department of Transpor-
tation’s Plaza Program, 
where the city partners 
with nonprofits to plan the 
transformation and main-
tenance of social public 
spaces.

The city Department 
of Design and Construc-

tion said it could now begin 
preparing a bid for the con-
struction work. DDC antici-
pates the project will last 18 
months, but did not give a 
cost estimate for the bid. 

Construction work-
ers will use scorched or 
tinted concrete to delineate 
where the plaza begins and 
ends and install benches, 
an old-fashioned drinking 
fountain and light poles, ac-
cording to Theodore Renz, 
executive director of the 
Ridgewood LDC.

He said a ring of cir-
cular granite blocks would 
surround the bronze monu-
ment, which was created in 
1921 to honor Glendale resi-
dents who died in World 
War I.

The project also in-
cludes planting trees and 
greenery in the park and 
adding moveable chairs 
and tables to the plaza dur-

ing the day, Renz said.
Community Board 5 

Chairman Vincent Arcuri 
Jr. said he was particu-
larly excited about a stand 
that will elevate trees dur-
ing future Christmas tree 
lighting ceremonies. He 
said the current setup leads 
to evergreens eclipsing the 
monument.

“It’s similar to what 
they do at the Rockefeller 
Center, but not as large,”  
Arcuri said. “We’re hoping 
it becomes the real center 
of Glendale.”

Renz said the business 
community has largely 
been pleased with the 71st 
Avenue Triangle currently 
fashioned into a pedestrian 
plaza.

The Myrtle Avenue 
Queens Business Improve-
ment District successfully 
applied to enlist the area in 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Hurricane Sandy hit 
the Rockaway Roller Hock-
ey Rink with a slapshot, 
leaving roller hockey play-
ers reliant upon a make-
shift facility the city is just 
getting around to replac-
ing.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) al-
located $300,000 for im-
provements to the rink in 
the 2012 budget. Then Su-
perstorm Sandy hit. The 
city Parks Department 
used plywood and fencing 
to make temporary repairs 
to the rink, at Beach 109th 
Street and Shore Front 
Parkway, so the Rockaway 
Rockies Hockey League did 
not need to relocate for the 
2013 season.

Meanwhile, Ulrich ear-
marked another $300,000 
for the rink and the may-
or’s office directed $300,000 

to the project, according to 
Zachary Feder, a spokes-
man for Parks.

The $900,000 was 
enough to finance the con-
struction of a new rink 
with an asphalt top, dasher 
boards and fencing. The 
project also includes the 
installation of electrical 
conduits, lights and a score 
box, as well as new bench-
es, pathways and drinking 
fountains.

The rink will contin-
ue to function as an event 
space during the non-roller 
hockey season.

“This will be a state-of-
the-art recreational space 
and is just the latest invest-
ment in our commitment to 
rebuilding a stronger, more 
resilient Rockaway,” Ulrich 
said in a statement. “I am 
looking forward to drop-
ping the first puck.”

Feder said construc-
tion is slated to begin in 

late fall and last up to one 
year.

Bobby Keane, a board 
member of the Rockaway 
Rockies Hockey League, 
praised Ulrich and Parks 
for getting athletes and the 
surrounding community 
involved in the design pro-
cess.

“This was a long pro-
cess and after numerous 
meetings with the Parks 
Department and council-
man’s office, we are happy 
to see that our ideas will be 
incorporated into the final 
design,” Keane said in a 
statement. “The new rink 
will allow us to expand our 
program and host evening 
tournaments.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Design Commission signs off 
on plans for plaza in Glendale

City plans to start rebuilding 
Rockaway roller rink this fall

Continued on Page 39
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Prosecutors comb-
ing through the state DNA 
bank linked an incarcer-
ated man to two rapes com-
mitted more than 16 years 
ago in Richmond Hill, the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office said this week.

DA Richard Brown 
said the DNA Prosecutions 
Unit has been reviewing all 
unsolved sexual assaults 
since 1996 — the date at 
which the statute of limita-
tion prevents prosecution 
— and found a match be-
tween DNA collected from 
the two crime scenes and 
Johnny Dupree, 55.

The government col-
lected a sample of Dupree’s 
DNA after he pleaded guilty 
to burglary in 2000.

“This case underscores 
the crucial importance of 
DNA evidence, which is ir-
refutable proof of guilt or 
innocence,” Brown said in 
a statement, noting that the 

DNA Prosecutions Unit was 
able to find a DNA match by 
retesting evidence from a 
rape kit and clothing using 

more modern techniques.
Dupree, who is serving 

16 years to life, pleaded not 
guilty last Friday to two 

counts of first-degree rape 
and two counts of first-
degree sodomy handed up 
by a grand jury in Decem-
ber. Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Richard L. Butcher 
ordered him held without 
bail.

Michael Siff, Dupree’s 
lawyer, did not immediate-
ly respond to a request for 
comment.

Prosecutors said Du-
pree walked through an 
unlocked basement apart-
ment on 129th Street in 
Richmond Hill, where he 
awoke a 23-year-old woman 
sleeping beside her three 
children July 11, 1997.

Dupree held a knife up 
to her throat and demanded 
cash, according to the DA. 
After the woman handed 
over $20, Dupree sodom-
ized and raped her before 
running off, according to 
prosecutors.

The DA said Dupree 
struck again Nov. 9, 1997. 
He broke into a 130th Street 
apartment in Richmond 
Hill, where he flashed a 
knife and raped a 24-year-
old woman, prosecutors 
said.

Both victims were 
taken to Jamaica Hospital, 
where rape kits were pre-
pared, the DA said. Years 

later, Assistant District 
Attorney Eric C. Rosen-
baum, chief of the DNA 
Prosecutions Unit, Detec-
tive Investigator Julia Col-
lins-Jollon and Cold Case 
Analyst Deena Zeplowitz 
began re-examining evi-
dence from the kits.

The DA’s office used 
money from a federal grant 
to start the cold case initia-
tive two years ago. Since 
its inception, prosecutors 
retesting old DNA samples 
and rape kits and identi-
fying new evidence have 
led to 15 indictments for 17 
crimes.

If convicted, Dupree 
faces up to 25 years in 
prison. He is scheduled to 
return to court April 7.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown says prosecutors may 
have solved two Richmond Hill rape cases from 1997 with help 
from the state DNA bank.

Man indicted in Richmond Hill rapes of ‘97: DA
This case underscores the crucial 

importance of DNA evidence, which 
is irrefutable proof of guilt or 

innocence.
DA Richard Brown
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Former city Comptrol-
ler John Liu did not stay 
unemployed for long.

The former mayoral 
candidate started a new job 
Wednesday, teaching part 
time at Baruch College’s 
School of Public Affairs.

Liu will teach public 
policy and municipal fi-
nance for the Manhattan 
college’s masters in public 
administration program.

His class will draw 
from Liu’s experience in 
city government, will focus 
on budget and financial 
analysis and will cover a 
number of topics, including 
economic development poli-
cy, labor relations, auditing 
and investment manage-
ment.

“As comptroller, John 
Liu oversaw a city budget 
of more than $70 billion and 
was responsible for a pen-

sion system more than dou-
ble that amount,” said Dean 
David Birdsell. “His depth 
of experience in shaping 
and evaluating budgets – he 
was a City Council member 
before being elected comp-
troller – will be enormously 
beneficial to our students, 
most of whom will spend 
their professional lives 
wrestling with the intrica-
cies of public finance.”

His appointment is for 
just for one semester, a Ba-
ruch College spokeswoman 
said, as adjunct professors 
are reappointed on a semes-
ter-by-semester basis.

Liu is no stranger pub-
lic education, having at-
tended public schools from 
Kindergarten through to 
his last year of college. 
He attended Bronx High 
School of Science and then 
went on to study mathe-
matical physics at SUNY’s 
Binghamton University, 

where he also worked as a 
teaching assistant. He later 
managed a group of actu-
aries at accounting firm 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP, before being elected to 
city council.

Liu came in fourth 
place in the 2013 Democrat-
ic mayoral primary after 
an investigation into his 
office’s campaign finance 
practices blemished his 
campaign and resulted in 
the conviction of his cam-
paign treasurer and a fund-
raiser. 

The city Campaign Fi-
nance Board subsequently 
denied Liu $3.53 million in 
matching funds in August, 
for which he is suing the 
city.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY BILL PARRY

The sale of the iconic 
Pan American Hotel is ex-
pected to be completed next 
week.

Tom Donovan, the 
managing director at the 
real estate firm of Massey 
Knakal, could not discuss 
the deal for the seven-story, 
86,500-square-foot hotel 
until the closing. The 216-
room hotel at 7900 Queens 
Boulevard in Elmhurst has 
been fueling speculation 
in the neighborhood for 
weeks. 

“A Chinese corpora-
tion bought it and wants to 
convert it into a shelter for 
the homeless,” said New-
town Civic Association 
president Thomas McKen-
zie.

“I hear the same 
thing,” Councilman Dan-
ny Dromm (D-Jackson 

Heights) said. “But no one’s 
come to talk to me officially 
about it. I have found that 
no variances have been ap-
plied for, yet.”

The Pan American 
Hotel is owned by the Pana-
mendel Corporation and its 
general manager, Joel But-
nick, was not available for 
comment. Four documents 
were filed with the city  
Monday saying the mort-
gages have been satisfied, 
a sign that a sale is nearing 
completion.

“I don’t think it will be 
a good thing for this com-
munity,” McKenzie said. 
“The people that come to 
these are transient people. 
I know they need a place 
to live, but why is it always 
here in Community Board 
4?”

“We haven’t heard 
anything official, but it’s 
a huge topic in the neigh-

borhood,” CB 2 Chairman 
Christian Cassagnol said. 
“It would be a perfect loca-
tion for a shelter, but it will 
be difficult to get it done. 
People are paranoid be-
cause of what’s happening 
in Glendale.” 

Elected officials and 
neighbors rallied last 
month against the city’s 
plan to transform a vacant 
sewing mill and airplane 
part manufacturing plant 
in Glendale into a shelter 
for 125 families called Sa-
maritan Village.

Lisa Black, spokes-
woman for the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services, 
said her agency has not 
been made aware of the 
new developers plans for 
Elmhurst. 

“We don’t have any 
proposal yet, but they’d no-
tify the community board 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Supporters of a bill 
that would increase paid 
sick leave for part-time 
workers are celebrating 
after Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan) announced an 
agreement that will likely 
expand the legislation by 
its inauguration in April.

A bill passed in June 
2012 mandated that all 
businesses with at least 15 
employees provide five paid 
sick days each year for its 
workers. De Blasio intro-
duced an extension to the 
bill earlier this month that 
would instead require com-
panies with just five em-
ployees or more to provide 
five annual sick days to 
workers, and Mark-Viver-
ito’s allegiance to the revi-
sions pledged the Council’s 

support for the extended 
mandates.

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said he has been behind the 
legislation from the start 
and is happy to see that it 
has gained so much support 
from other officials.

“For me, this is about 
justice and making sure 
that no one feels like they 
have to choose between go-
ing to work sick and paying 
rent,” he said.

Former Council Speak-
er Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) dragged her feet on 
bringing the sick pay bill to 
a vote, but after she did the 
Council approved the mea-
sure only to face a veto by 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg.  
The Council then voted to 
override his veto. 

Van Bramer said the 
passing of last year’s bill 
provided paid sick leave for 

nearly 1 million workers 
throughout the five bor-
oughs but pointed out that 
he and other supporters 
of the extension, were not 
completely satisfied.  

“We wanted to go fur-
ther,” he said. “Last year 
was just the first step and 
we’re thrilled that the may-
or and the Council speaker 
have so quickly and aggres-
sively come forward with 
this.”

Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
has also strongly backed 
the legislation since it was 
first proposed and applaud-
ed de Blasio and Mark-Viv-
erito’s dedication to helping 
push the bill even further. 
She said the agreement to 
extend sick time will have 
a profound effect on the im-
migrant community and 
other working-class fami-

John Liu lands teaching gig 
at CUNY’s Baruch College

Boro Council reps welcome 
agreement on paid sick leave

Pan American Hotel sale 
could be nearing its fi nish

NO REFERRALS 
NEEDED!

We are conveniently located in 
Queens, Brooklyn and 

Manhattan

DO YOU SUFFER 
FROM:

 

ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

CALL US TODAY  
TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT
Office: (646) 620-6485  
or (718) 724-4388 for Spanish

i~Pain

BY BILL PARRY

The sale of the iconic 
Pan American Hotel is ex-
pected to be completed next 
week.

Tom Donovan, the 
managing director at the 
real estate firm of Massey 
Knakal, could not discuss 
the deal for the seven-story, 
86,500-square-foot hotel 
until the closing. The 216-
room hotel at 7900 Queens 
Boulevard in Elmhurst has 
been fueling speculation 
in the neighborhood for 
weeks. 

“A Chinese corpora-
tion bought it and wants to 
convert it into a shelter for 
the homeless,” said New-
town Civic Association 
president Thomas McKen-
zie.

“I hear the same 
thing,” Councilman Dan-
ny Dromm (D-Jackson 

Heights) said. “But no one’s 
come to talk to me officially 
about it. I have found that 
no variances have been ap-
plied for, yet.”

The Pan American 
Hotel is owned by the Pana-
mendel Corporation and its 
general manager, Joel But-
nick, was not available for 
comment. Four documents 
were filed with the city  
Monday saying the mort-
gages have been satisfied, 
a sign that a sale is nearing 
completion.

“I don’t think it will be 
a good thing for this com-
munity,” McKenzie said. 
“The people that come to 
these are transient people. 
I know they need a place 
to live, but why is it always 
here in Community Board 
4?”

“We haven’t heard 
anything official, but it’s 
a huge topic in the neigh-

borhood,” CB 2 Chairman 
Christian Cassagnol said. 
“It would be a perfect loca-
tion for a shelter, but it will 
be difficult to get it done. 
People are paranoid be-
cause of what’s happening 
in Glendale.” 

Elected officials and 
neighbors rallied last 
month against the city’s 
plan to transform a vacant 
sewing mill and airplane 
part manufacturing plant 
in Glendale into a shelter 
for 125 families called Sa-
maritan Village.

Lisa Black, spokes-
woman for the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services, 
said her agency has not 
been made aware of the 
new developers plans for 
Elmhurst. 

“We don’t have any 
proposal yet, but they’d no-
tify the community board 

Continued on Page 39Continued on Page 39
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Astoria’s new city 
councilman hopes to make 
his district safer, cleaner 
and greener, he told sup-
porters during a ceremoni-
al inauguration Sunday.

“This is your victory. 
This is your community, 
and I promise to work as 
hard as I can,” Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) told the crowd 
gathered at Long Island 
City High School.

An Astoria native 
and Democratic district 
leader who served as the 
legislative director for for-
mer Councilman James 
Gennaro, Constantinides 
described his long history 
in Astoria, visiting Asto-
ria Park with his father, 
attending William Cullen 
Bryant HS, playing basket-
ball in Ditmars Park with 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) and being hired 
for his first job at a pharma-

cy in the neighborhood.
“I met my wife here on 

Steinway Street,” he said.
Constantinides is the 

first Greek Cypriot to serve 
on the Council after he 
beat out several other can-
didates in the general elec-
tion in November.

The councilman an-
nounced his plans to 
increase traffic safety, 
remove trash, lessen pollu-
tion and fight against plans 
to close traditional high 
schools like Long Island 
City HS.

He praised his prede-
cessor, former Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr., for his 
involvement in the fight to 
keep Long Island City HS 
and the Gifted & Talented 
program at PS 122 open.

The Panel for Educa-
tional Policy approved the 
co-location of Long Island 
City High School in Novem-
ber.

“The question remains, 
why did Peter have to spend 

so much of his time beating 
back the plans to eviscerate 
these treasured local insti-
tutions?” Constantinides 
said, adding that he hoped 
to involve parents more in 
their children’s education.

C o n s t a n t i n i d e s 
pledged his support for 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vi-

sion Zero, which aims to 
decrease the number of 
traffic fatalities, praised 
a study into the feasibility 
of ferry service in Astoria 
and recommended that 
busy corridors like Vernon 
Boulevard be used for the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority’s Select Bus 

Service.
“That would make our 

wonderful neighborhood 
institutions like Nogu-
chi Museum and Socrates 
Sculpture Park more acces-
sible,” he said, pointing out 
that transportation could 
be used to connect the com-
munity to the Cornell Tech-
nion, which is slated to be 
built on Roosevelt Island.

Constantinides pro-
posed an addition to 
PlanNYC requiring that 
at least 20 percent of new 
constructions be carbon 
neutral by 2030 and a study 
of the Bowery Bay Waste-
water Treatment Plant in 
Astoria to see if it could be 
into a park, similar to Riv-
erbank State Park, which 
is built over a sewage treat-
ment facility on the East 
River.

He concluded his 
speech by addressing litter 
in his district.

“I would hear on a 
daily basis, ‘Costa, I’ll vote 

for you but you had better 
do something about the 
garbage,’” he said. “I hear 
those concerns very loud 
and clear.”

Constantinides said 
he is working with other 
electeds to draft a bill that 
would ensure the neigh-
borhood has pickup every 
day. He also plans to bring 
the DOE Fund to western 
Queens and reintroduce a 
bill previously put forward 
by Vallone Jr. in the Coun-
cil to raise the fines for il-
legal dumping in corner 
cans.

Council Speaker Peter 
Vallone Sr., who performed 
the ceremonial inaugura-
tion, but his son, Vallone 
Jr. was unable to attend 
the festivities because of a 
virus.

But a bevy of other 
elected officials were on 
hand for the event, emceed 
by Constantinides’ “men-
tor,” Gennaro.

Councilman Costa Constantinides (l.) is sworn into office by for-
mer city Council Speaker Peter Vallone Sr. Photo by Christina Santucci

Costa plans to back Vision Zero to cut traffi c deaths

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537



TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
AN. 31-FEB. 6, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
29

TL

Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Of all the plans people 
make at the dawn of a new 
year, getting healthier is 
often at the top of the list. 
Although many individu-
als are concerned about 
shedding a few pounds, 
there are many other ways 
to focus on health in the up-
coming months, including 
paying more attention to 
dental hygiene. Proper den-
tal care can not only keep 
a smile bright, it can affect 
other areas of the body.

Fluoride benefits
One of the keys to oral 

health is the use of fl uoride 
to prevent cavities. In fact, 
many health professionals 
will say that exposure to 
fl uoride, whether through 
use of toothpaste or fl uo-
ridated water supplies, is 
probably the most effective 
cavity-prevention treat-
ment available. Fluoride 
helps the teeth in a number 
of ways.

Fluoride can promote 
tooth remineralization. 
This means it attracts 
other minerals, particu-
larly calcium, to the areas 
of the teeth where tooth 
decay can form, helping to 
strengthen teeth. Fluoride 
also helps to make teeth 
more resistant to decay. 
New tooth mineral created 
when fl uoride is present 
helps to make teeth harder, 
making it more diffi cult for 
acids and bacteria to pen-
etrate the enamel of the 
teeth and cause damage. 

Another advantage is 
that fl uoride helps to in-
hibit acid creation. Dental 
researchers have found that 
fl uoride can inhibit bac-
teria living in the mouth. 
That’s an important fi nd-
ing, as such bacteria can 
contribute to the formation 
of damage-causing acids 
that are notorious for wear-
ing down tooth enamel, 
causing spots for more 
bacteria to congregate and 
form cavities. 

According to the Ameri-

can Dental Association, 
individuals who fi nd them-
selves prone to cavities or 
whose dentists have deemed 
them at elevated risk for de-
veloping cavities may ben-
efi t from fl uoride applica-
tion beyond the norm. This 
may include prescription 
fl uoride applied directly to 
the teeth at home or proce-
dures where dentists apply 
the fl uoride in their offi ces.

Recent clinical recom-
mendations from a multi-
disciplinary expert panel 
convened by the Associa-
tion’s Council on Scien-
tifi c Affairs suggest that 
topical fl uoride, used in 
conjunction with drink-
ing optimally fl uoridated 
water and using toothpaste 
with fl uoride, can prevent 
tooth decay. These clinical 
recommendations cover 
professionally applied and 
pr e s c r ipt ion - st r en g t h , 
home-use topical fl uoride 
agents for cavity preven-
tion.

The panel concluded 
that additional research is 
needed, but recommended 
the following products for 
patients at elevated risk of 
developing cavities.

• Professionally applied 
2.26 percent fl uoride var-
nish or a 1.23 percent fl uo-
ride gel every three to six 

months.
• Home-use prescription-

strength 0.5 percent fl uo-
ride gel or paste or 0.09 per-
cent fl uoride mouth rinse 
(for patients 6 years old or 
older).

• A 2.26 percent profes-
sionally applied fl uoride 
varnish every three to 
six months for children 
younger than 6 years old.

Application of additional 
fl uoride should not replace 
daily oral hygiene habits. It 
is still vital to brush twice 
a day, fl oss daily, eat a bal-
anced diet, and visit the den-
tist regularly for checkups.

Heart disease and 
oral health

The millions of bacte-
ria that proliferate inside 
of the mouth and contrib-
ute to cavities also can 
affect other areas of the 
body. Evidence suggests 
the same bacteria that can 
cause plaque and gum dis-
ease may lead to cardiovas-
cular problems. According 
to information from Har-
vard Medical School, sev-
eral species of bacteria that 
cause periodontitis have 
been found in the athero-
sclerotic plaque in arteries 
in the heart and elsewhere. 
This plaque can lead to 
heart attack.

Emphasize oral hygiene 
in new year

Those assessing their health in the new year should not overlook 
their oral hygiene.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 3

1-F
EB

. 6
, 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
30

TL

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Long Island Rail Road trains 
had been scheduled to arrive in 
Grand Central Terminal in 2019 
at a cost of $8.l3 billion, but tran-
sit officials now say it is going to 
take more time and money to fin-
ish the gargantuan East Side Ac-
cess project.

“The issue of budget and 
schedule has been continually 
eluding us,” Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority Chairman 
Tom Prendergast told an MTA 
committee Monday.

The MTA originally said it 
would be completed in 2009 and 
cost $4.3 billion.

When will the nation’s big-
gest infrastructure construction 
project be finished and how much 
will it cost?

After four extensions of the 
completion date and pricetag re-
visions for the East Side Access, 
the MTA Capital Construction 
Co. reported to the MTA com-
mittee that the project should be 
finished in 2020 or 2021 and cost 
between $9.3 billion and $9.7 bil-
lion.

The Federal Transportation 
Administration chimed in, esti-
mating the project might not be 
completed until late 2023 at a cost 
of $10.8 billion.

The MTA requested the ser-
vices of Rick Thorpe, a Los Ange-
les consultant, who said the MTA 
needs to establish what he called 
an “executive steering commit-
tee” as well as strengthen the 
management group overseeing 
the project.

The East Side Access extends 
from the yards in Sunnyside to 
Grand Central Terminal and re-
quired excavating seven tunnels.

The project will include a 
new Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion in Sunnyside at Queens Bou-
levard and Skillman Avenue.

Planners predict that the 
East Side Access will save some 
160,000 riders from Queens and 
beyond at least 40 minutes on their 
commutes by arriving in Grand 
Central rather than Penn Station 
and taking alternate transporta-
tion or walking to destinations on 
Manhattan’s East Side.

LIRR trains will arrive at a 
new station 100 feet below Grand 

Central Terminal and reach 
street level by elevators.

Meanwhile, the opening of 
the No. 7 train extension project 
on Manhattan’s far west side will 
also be delayed, according to the 
MTA Capital Construction Co.

Although the No. 7 project 
was to have opened in June, it 
will likely be held up by “possibly 
as long as three months due to 
problems workers encountered in 
connection with the installation 
of an elevator,” an MTA Capital 
Construction spokesman said.

The $2.4 billion extension, 
paid for by the city, brings the 
line from Times Square to 34th 
Street  and 11th Avenue.

An MTA  spokesman said 
the No. 7 line extension “will still 
open in the summer.”

In one of his last days in of-
fice, Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
rode a No. 7 train to the new 11th 
Avenue subway stop accompanied 
by a few officials.

Reach contributing writer 
Philip Newman by e-mail at 
timesledgernews@cnglocal.com or 
phone at 718-260-4536.

East Side Access cost could rise to $11B by 2023

mul t i p l y  t h e  good

A T T E N T I O N  R I D G E W O O D 
C H E C K I N G  C U S T O M E R S :

r e m e m b e r ,  y o u  g e t  r e w a r d  p o i n t s  a n d 
c a s h  b a c k  f o r  d e b i t  p u r c h a s e s .

Highly rated mobile app.  Debit card rewards program. 

Double the shopping.

mul t i p l y  t h e  goodwww.ridgewoodbank.com

The MTA’s senior director of Capital Projects Plan says the East Side Access was 
running over budget and behind schedule.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The world is a lot small-
er now than it was in 1964.

If you were lucky 
enough to visit the thrilling 
1964-65 New York World’s 
Fair, here in Queens at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, then you probably re-
member what a big deal it 
really was — like nothing 
you’ve ever experienced 
before or since. 

Offering a glimpse of 
promising things to come, 
futuristic exhibitions re-
vealed the newest innova-
tions in technology. 

Through fascinat-
ing stories and photos, a 
Queens author’s debut 
book brings the fair and 
the ‘60s to life, taking an in-
sightful, entertaining look 
back at a complex and color-
ful era, as the city that never 
sleeps became the focus of 
national and international at-
tention, and the Vietnam War 
and protest era loomed closer. 

“Tomorrow-Land: The 
1964-65 World’s Fair and the 

Transformation of America,” 
Joseph Tirella’s epic narra-
tive — chosen by Barnes & 
Noble as a February Discover 
Great New Writers selection 
— opens with the President 
John Kennedy’s arrival at 
Flushing Meadows park on 
Dec. 14, 1962, for a ground-
breaking ceremony. 

“JFK was a very 
important figure for 
the World’s Fair,” said 
Tirella, associate direc-
tor of media relations 
at Lehman College. “He 
believed in the fair, in 
its potential as a battle-
ground in the Cold War 
with the Soviet Union, 
albeit a peaceful one.” 

Few people know 
that JFK met with Rob-
ert Moses during the 
first weeks of his admin-
istration.

When the fair opened 
five months after Kenne-
dy’s assassination, the na-
tion was just coming out 
of mourning. “His tragic 
death hung like a shadow 
over the fair,” Tirella said.

For some, there was 
still a collective feeling of 
optimism left over from the 
“Camelot” period. There 
would be unexpected forces to 
contend with, but for those 55 
million or so who enjoyed all 
the fair had to offer, there was 
the trippy thrill of Tomorrow-

Queens author Joseph Tirella explores changes
’64-’65 World’s Fair brought to city and country
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Queens author Joseph Tirella has written a new book titled “Tomorrow-Land, The 1964-65 
World’s Fair and the Transformation of America.” Photos courtesy Joseph Tirella
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Most of the Jewish émigrés 
from former Soviet republics to 
Forest Hills and Rego Park ar-
rived from central Asian states 
of Uzbekistan and Tadjikistan.  
Their restaurants proliferated in 
the area, serving their landsmen 
traditional Bukharan fare of ke-
babs, samsa (meat filled pastries), 
plov (rice pilaf), lagman (beef 
noodle soup).  Nothing wrong 
with that, but we were ready for 
something different.  

Enter Marani, a newish ko-
sher eatery in Rego Park featur-
ing the cuisine of Georgian Jews.  
Like the Bukharans, the cuisine 
of the Georgian Jews is very di-
verse and flavorful, reflecting the 
influences of centuries of foreign 
domination.  One of the unique 
aspects of the cuisine includes a 
devotion to walnuts and walnut-
based sauces.  Georgian cuisine 
is also known for its use of wine 
vinegars, garlic, pepper, cumin 
and hot chilies.  Pomegranate 
seeds and juice are also used in 

many ways.  Khachpuri, a Geor-
gian obsession, is a flatbread ei-
ther topped or stuffed with cheese 
in a variety of iterations.

Because of Marani’s adher-
ence to kashruth (kosher law), it 
is really two restaurants in one.  
At street level you’ll find an at-

tractively decorated eatery with a 
full bar, serving a range of meat 
and other dishes that contain no 
dairy.  The dairy-friendly down-
stairs has the feel of a no frills 
pizzeria serving khachpuri in-
stead of pies.

We started our exploration 

upstairs.  We could have happily 
made a meal of the vegetarian 
dips that are offered individually, 
or in any combination of three.  
We love Mediterranean dips like 
hummus and babaganoush, but 
they were getting a mite boring. 
It was a real treat to find a whole 
new Georgian spin on this catego-
ry of nosh.  

The Georgians use walnuts 
as the backbone of their dips, and 
the ones we tried all sparkled 
with flavor.  The sliced fried egg-
plant rolled up with walnut paste 
and sprinkled with pomegranate 
seeds was the star of our three-
some, but the sweet baby beet 
salad and savory red beans with 
walnuts were not too shabby.  All 
had an exotic mmmm—what’s in 
this — allure.  

Be sure to order some Shotis 
Puri (Georgian bread) with the dips 
and salads.  It’s a fresh out of the 
over baguette-like loaf with skinny 
ends and a thicker midsection like a 
boa constrictor that’s had too much 
to eat.  It’s surprising that bread 
doesn’t automatically come with 

dinner, but with generally modest 
prices, we won’t begrudge them an 
extra $3 for bread.  Perhaps it’s a 
Georgian custom.

Harcho, a slurp-worthy to-
mato and pepper-based soup 
purported to be made with “rice, 
lamb and love” would suffice for 
a very satisfying meal preceded 
by one of the walnut based sal-
ads, even though it was listed 
under soups rather than entrees.  
Chakapuli, braised lamb bones, 
claimed bragging rights to con-
taining “tarragon, herbs, tkemali 
(spicy Georgian tomato sauce) 
and magic.”  You have to love 
strong herbal flavors of tarragon, 
coriander and not mind bits of 
meat on lots of bones.  This is one 
of those dishes you’re either going 
to love or hate.

For a hot appetizer, definitely 
try the blinchiki—sort of a meat-
filled fried spring roll with heft.  
Pass on the soko ketsze, baked 
mushrooms in a clay pot.  Despite 
their appealing presentation, 
they tasted more like an ingredi-

Georgian food on your mind in Rego Park
Marani serves up kosher cuisine created from recipes made famous in former Soviet Republic 

Continued on Page 36

At Rego Park’s Marani, Chicken Tabaka is seared with garlic and herbs then 
served over garlic fries and sour green tomatoes. Photo by Suzanne Parker
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Add-Ons

Farm Fresh Organic Eggs & Such
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Benedicts

Country Morning

Kid ’s Menu
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Forest Hills native Michael 
Brody doesn’t call himself a play-
wright, yet. 

Although Brody, 30, has writ-
ten short stories and screenplays 
since he was 6 years old, he only 
recently turned his attention to 
the stage and his play, “Survey,” 
which will be performed at the 
LaGuardia Performing Arts Cen-
ter Feb. 7.

The semi-autobiographical 
comedy-drama revolves around 
a guy, who after being dumped by 
his fiancée attempts to figure out 
why all of his relationships seem 
to have ended this same way. To 
do that, the character, Tom, heads 
out to visit with each of his exes. 

“When I got this idea, I im-
mediately thought play,” Brody 
said. “I knew it was going to be 
about conversations. And my 
strong suit has always been dia-
logue. But as a movie that runs 
the risk of being boring.”

But as a fiction writer, Brody 
rarely uses his creativity to focus 

on life’s dull routines. That’s not 
to say he doesn’t find inspiration 
in places other people might over-
look.

“Ideas come to me when I 
look at real life and see the po-
tential of what could happen and 
doesn’t,” Brody said. “It’s sort of 
life amped up.”

The volume of Brody’s life 
tended to register on the low end 
of the dial through his days at For-
est Hills High School and later at 
Hunter College, where he earned 
a degree in English. 

He settled into jobs in retail 
management and kept up with his 
writing crafting movie reviews 
for the website CinemaBlend.

Unfortunately, his love life 
failed to fare as well as his profes-
sional one. 

After a 2 1/2-year relation-
ship ended, when the woman 
broke it off, Brody decided it was 
time for a little bit of self-reflec-
tion and immediately saw a pat-
tern with him as the antagonist. 

“She was a sweetheart and 
I was not the best version of my-

self,” Brody said. “It made me 
think, how many times was it me? 
Then I started to ask myself what 
could I have done better?”

The more he ruminated over 
the failed romances, the more he 
realized he had the makings of a 
play. 

He knew he wanted to make 
the lead character unlikable but 

not too much. Tom might be self-
ish and ignorant of how his be-
havior affects others, Brody said, 
but he is not a monster. 

“He truly is not a bad person 
and my intention was to show that 
honestly,” Brody said. “Basically, 
he had to go through an epiphany. 
He had to go through five years in 
a moment.”

To do that, Tom visits his ex-
girlfriends and for the first time 
listens to what they have to say 
about him, his actions and why 
they ended the relationships.

“The theme is really about 
the importance of listening,” 
Brody said. “You have to give 

yourself a chance to grow and be 
the best version of yourself.”

Last February, after the 
world-premiere of “Survey” at the 
LaGuardia Performing Arts Cen-
ter, Brody sought feedback from 
friends and audience members.  

“It did touch a lot of people 
and did make people laugh,” 
Brody said. “I also listened to 
what people didn’t like — I sort 
of suspected what it was that they 
wouldn’t like.”

Brody then spent the rest 
of last year reworking the script 
and addressing the criticisms the 
play earned. 

But he decided not to change 
the fact that Tom is not totally to 
blame.

“It’s really about the middle 
ground, not who’s right and who’s 
wrong,” Brody said. “There’s a 
balance. Somebody’s going to 
leave the theater and say he was 
right. And somebody else is going 
to say he was wrong.”

One thing that Brody opted 
to definitely change was the di-

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner and 

the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

WE NOW OFFER

Free Delivery

FEBRUARY SPECIAL
$9.99

(no substitutions, toppings extra)

FOR DELIVERY ONLY

We deliver Tuesday – Sunday, 5pm – 9:30pm
Friday & Saturday: Pizza Only

T H U R S DAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PIZZERIA

Forest Hills playwright looks at love gone wrong
In ‘Survey,’ Michael Brody mines pain from past relationships for newest production at LaGuardia

IF YOU GO
“Survey”

When: Friday, Feb. 7, 8 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 31-10 Thomson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.lagcc.cuny.edu/lpac

Continued on Page 37

Forest Hill playwright Michael Brody. 
Photo courtesy Michael Brody
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718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO
—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

Celebrate
VALENTINE’S DAY

Appetizer
Cheeses, Prosciutto & Mixed Olives

OR
Stuffed Mushrooms, Fried Calamari, 

& Stuffed Clams

Homemade Pasta
Cheese Ravioli with alfredo sauce

Spinach Ravioli with tomato sauce

Pappardelle with Shrimp & broccoli

Salad
Mixed greens tossed with 

goat cheese, candied walnut
 in a raspberry vinaigrette

Entrées (choice of one)
Chicken Sorrentino 

Branzino Almondina

Prime rib Au Jus with roasted 
potatoes, string beans & carrots

Salmon Marco Polo

Dessert, One Glass of Wine, Coffee, Tea
No coupons accepted.

Call now for reservations.
Open Wednesday–Sunday 4–10 p.m.

$60 
per person

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

LUNAR NEW YEAR EVENTS

Flushing Town Hall Events
Jan. 31: Young Joo Song 
Quartet, one of Korea’s leading 
jazz artists, perform at 8 pm, 
$15/general admission, $10/
members and students
Feb. 2: Korean Mask Making 
Workshop, at 1 pm, $10/general, 
$8/members and students, 
includes materials
Feb. 7: Gamin and Wind 
& Stone, traditional and 
contemporary sounds of 
Korean music, at 8 pm, $15/
general, $10/members and 
students

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44
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47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

 

ACROSS
1. Pricing word
5. Hidden hoard
10. Breadth
14. Auditioner's goal
15. Leered at
16. Study (with "over")
17. Weight of obligation
18. String
20. Word before off or out
21. Salsa style
22. Company member?
23. Kvetch
25. Lose energy
27. Comprehending
29. Winter spell
33. Classic violin
34. Like a luxury car
35.  ___ for Africa  

("We Are the World" group)
36. Boston musicians?
37. Miss Muffet edible
38. Brouhaha
39. "Am ___ believe... ?"
40.  Nomadic Finns (raindeer 

raisers)
41. Couch potatoes' perches
42. Washington's were famous
44. Calm or tranquil
45. Sweeten the pot
46. Queen of gossip
47. Outstanding
50. " _____ Misbehavin'"
51. Bar account
54. Where knors are found?
57. Unsullied
58. A flat or C
59. Shopping frenzy
60. Rainfall-challenged?
61. ___ dunk
62. Basketball tactic
63. Soothing brews

DOWN
1. Piccadilly Circus figure
2. Topnotch
3. Rope
4. "___ So Shy" (Pointer Sisters hit)
5. Managing
6. Deft
7. Wearing
8. Queen of the coop
9. It's Tokyo now
10. Livens (up)
11. A meter reader
12. Mobil rival
13. At no time, to a bard
19. Wagon type
21. Like Dr. Evil's clone
24. Google results
25. Dietitian's forte
26. Third Pillar of Islam topic
27. Palatable.
28. Act in a soap?

29. Marine body
30. Thread
31. Vietnamese, for example
32. Dissect a sentence
34. Mumbai money
37. Schlep
38. Copier setting, perhaps
40. Airbags?
41. E-mail status
43. Type of bicycle
44. Has a funny feeling
46. "Jeepers!"
47. Admits, with "up"
48. Moth's meal
49. A wee bit
50. A lot, at times?
52. Carmen solo
53. Bunk and four-poster
55. Cook's amt.
56. 0% ___
57. A way to stand

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

January 31-February 6, 2014

By Bill Deasy

All Knotted Up

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

TURDUCKEN
T A T A S N E S T S D E G
A P A T H O N C E A U T E
R O L L E D R O A S T C A T
E S C A P E S R S S K I T

S A N K F I R E F L Y
D O C T R I N E E U R O
O R O D E E D B R O T H
G E L S R E I N S A T I E
S O D A S T E T S E R R

T R A M S T R A N D E D
S L U G G E R S I R E
P O R E T A B P A T A K I
A R K C H I C K E N F E E D
N N E H O N D A A U R A L
K A Y E D S E L C L O N E

Feb. 8 to March 30: Korean 
Folk Painting Exhibition 
includes 60 artworks from the 
Baraem Art Research Institute 
in Korea. Opening reception, 
Feb. 8 at 6 pm, $5/general
Feb. 9: Make Your Wish on 
Hanji, Write New Year’s wishes 
on traditional Korean mulberry 
paper to create a unique piece 
of art, at 1 pm, $10/general, 
$8/members and students, 
includes material
Feb. 10 to March 10: Lunar 
New Year Exhibition, On loan 
from the Taipei Cultural 
Center, these works includes a 
variety of printing techniques, 
including silk screen, 

woodblocks, intaglio and others
Feb. 16: New Year Dance 
Sampler, demonstrations 
of dance from China, Korea, 
Taiwan and India, at 1 pm, free, 
but tickets are required
Feb. 16: Calligraphy on Silk, 
learn basic calligraphy and 
write New Year’s wishes on 
silk fans, at 3 pm, $10/general, 
$8/members and students, 
includes material
Feb. 23: Live from the 
POEMobile, performances by 
Korean poets with traditional 
music and dance, at 6:30 pm, free
Where: 137-35 Northern Blvd.
Contact: (718) 463-7700, ext. 222

Flushing Lunar New Year 
Parade —  The annual parade 
steps off near the intersection 
of 37th Avenue and Union 
Street, then heads down 39th 
Avenue to Sanford Avenue and 
then onto Main Street en route 
to Queens Crossing.
When: Saturday, Feb. 8, 11 am
Where: Flushing
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land. 
Indeed, for a brief, 

shining moment in time it 
seemed many folks believed 
in a brighter tomorrow, 
even as troubling times lay 
ahead.

“The World’s Fair co-
incided with the end of the 
post-War period in Amer-
ica. Baby boomers, born 
right after WWII, were 
coming of age and many of 
them were refusing to ac-
cept their parents’ notions 
of what America was,” said 
Tirella.

During a turbulent 
decade the fair’s goal was 
to achieve “Peace Through 
Understanding,” and the 
Unisphere — the largest 
representation of the earth 
man has ever made — still 
stands as a reminder of the 
fair’s now-faded glory. 

If you’re wondering 
what Robert Moses, Andy 
Warhol and Malcolm X 
have in common and what 
the controversy was sur-
rounding the fair, you will 
find out in Tirell’s book.

Chock full of fascinat-
ing stories that connect the 
dots in a big way, it brings 
together all three players 
in 1960s New York City.

As fair-goers flocked 
to Flushing Meadows Park, 
a local African-American 
Muslim minister and hu-
man rights activist, Mal-
colm X, who was a key fig-
ure in the Black Freedom 
movement, “had predicted 

race riots would upend the 
country in his ‘Ballot or 
Bullet’ speech the same 
month the World’s Fair 
opened and its organizers 
proclaimed ‘Peace Through 
Understanding,’” said the 
author.

“Warhol was commis-
sioned to create a mural for 
the New York State Pavil-
ion, designed by architect 
Philip Johnson, but it was 
removed before the fair 
opened—the only major 
artist to be censored.” The 
edgy pop artist sparked 
a minor scandal when he 
chose to enlarge mug shots 
from a NYPD booklet fea-
turing the 13 most wanted 
criminals of 1962.

“Robert Moses was a 
very controversial figure 
and a polarizing one,” said 
Tirella. “Elected officials 
were happy to let him act 
like a lighting rod and ab-
sorb all the criticism, while 
they stayed out of it. But the 
biggest controversy was the 
fact that the country was 
beginning to come apart – 
civil rights; race riots; as-
sassinations; the Vietnam 
War….”

Bob Dylan’s folk song, 
“The Times They Are A-
changin’” foretold an in-
evitable cultural revolu-
tion — student protests, the 
Beatles, new styles of art. 

The book vividly de-
scribes how in some ways, 
the fair represented a piv-
otal time in New York City 
and America. 

“Here we were in the 
middle of a Cold War and 
a space race and facing the 

possibility of nuclear anni-
hilation [during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis]. We were ex-
horting ‘freedom’ around 
the world, but we were 
refusing to extend it to 20 
million African Americans 
right here in our own coun-
try,” Tirella said.

“It was the beginning 
of a cultural revolution 
that upended the nation. 
And in the middle of this, 
New York City – a city be-
sieged by crime and racism 
– holds a World’s Fair dedi-
cated to ‘Peace Through 
Understanding.’

“All these things made 
the Fair seem out of touch 
with its time, which in 
some ways it was.”

America today—espe-
cially Queens—is multicul-
tural and diverse. “That is 
the true legacy of the 1964-
65 World’s Fair; it gave peo-
ple a glimpse of America’s 
real multicultural future,” 
said Tirella.

Growing up in Bayside 
in the 1970s, the author re-
called driving past Flush-
ing Meadows Park on the 
Grand Central Parkway, 
in the back seat of his dad’s 
car and wondering, “’Why 
were there rocket ships in 
the park? And it was only a 
portion of the NASA rocket 
that went to the moon.’ As a 
young boy I assumed some-
one stole the rest of it. Even 
as a 7-year-old, I knew that 
you shouldn’t leave your 
Big Wheel on the street, un-
attended, and you definite-
ly shouldn’t leave a rocket 
ship in a park overnight.”

PRODUCTIONS

“The Little Mermaid Jr.” — Join 
Ariel and her friends under the 
sea in this adaptation of the 
Broadway musical. 
When: Through Sunday, Feb. 2; 
Friday at 7pm, Saturday at 2 pm 
and 7 pm, and Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The 
Post Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden
Cost: $10/adults, seniors and 
children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Not Your Mama’s Fairy Tales 

FAIRBOOK
Continued from Page 31

or: In Real Life, Everything 
Sucks” — The TRUF Theater Co. 
presents an irreverent spin on 
three classic fairy tales.
When: Through Saturday, Feb. 8
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18
Website: www.thetruf.org

“Kiss or Make Up” — The First 
String Players presents Jack 
Sharkey’s comedy of mistaken 
identity, federal foolishness 
and desperate romance.  
When: Saturday, Feb. 1, 8 pm; 
and Sunday, Feb. 2, 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-
01 Kessel St., Forest Hills

Cost: $10/general seating
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: sites.google.com/site/
fi rststringplayers/

“The Unlikely Ascent of 
Sybil Stevens” — New Voices 
Projects presents the world 
premiere of this play about a 
fl ight attendant, who is the sole 
survivor of a plane crash. 
When: Feb. 6 to Feb. 23
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.

ent than a dish.
Chicken Tabaka is an 

iconic Georgian dish.  To 
create this dish, a baby 
hen is seared with loads of 
garlic and herbs in a cast 
iron pan.  It is served over 
garlic fries and with quar-
tered sour green tomatoes.  
It has a bar-food indulgent 
feel.  Khinkali, Georgian 
style dumplings with beef, 
lamb and veal are the 
zaftig cousins of Tibetan 
momo.  The six, very sub-
stantial dumplings come 
unadorned, and though 
the meat is thoroughly 
seasoned, one of the sauc-
es sold separately like tke-
mali or satsebela would 
not be amiss.  

Downstairs is a whole 
different world.  The offer-
ings are limited to vari-
ous styles of khachapuri 
and a few miscellaneous 
ruglach-like pastries.  We 
dove into an order of Ad-
jaruli, or “the one with 
an egg in it.”  Watching it 
being made in front of us 
from scratch was half the 

fun.  The rolled dough is 
formed into a boat shape 
which is filled with cheese.  
When it comes sizzling hot 
out of the oven, a couple 
of raw eggs are broken 
into the center followed 
by a healthy glob of but-
ter.  The diner then takes 
a fork, and scrambles the 
eggs together with the hot 
cheese.  The result falls 
somewhere between a goo-
ey cheese omelet nestled 
in a loaf of chewy bread, 
and a loosely set quiche.

The Bottom Line
Marani offers yet an-

other Queens opportunity 
to try something new and 
delicious.  The ambiance 
is attractive, if a bit over 
lit, and the staff is welcom-
ing.  Best of all, the check 
won’t give you heartburn.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached by 
e-mail at qnsfoodie@aol.
com.

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY
Delicious homemade italian food at a price you can afford!

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, Cups,
Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

COLD HEROS 3 FT. to 6 FT.

Open
7 Days

NOON
To 11PM

ASK ABOUTOURINDIVIDUALTRAYS

CHOICE B

$15.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Chicken Parmigiana - Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala - Chicken Pizzaiola

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Penne Vodka

Tortellini Alfredo

per person per person

718-225-4700

CHOICE A

$13.95

Choice of 5 Items
Stuffed Shells - Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli - Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken, Small Meatballs
Linguini, w/Red or White Clam Sauce

Pasta w/Broccoli, Garlic & Oil

$1500 per ft. Chicken  Grilled or Fried with 
lettuce and tomato
All sandwiches include macaroni & potato salad

$2500 2 Cheese Pies & 2 ltr Coke
$5000 4 Cheese Pies & 4 ltr Coke
$4500 2 Cheese Pies, Tray Baked Ziti 
$1000 Dozen Chicken Wings Mild, 

Medium, Hot, Spicy, BBQ or Teriyaki
$6500 2 Cheese Pies, Tray Baked 

Ziti, 2 Dozen Chicken Wings

$1300 per ft. Italian  Mortadella, Salami, 
Provolone, Mozzarella, Pepperoni, Prosciutto, 
lettuce and tomato

IF YOU GO
Marani 

Restaurant
97-26 63rd Road

Rego Park, NY 11374
(718) 569-0600

www.maraninyc.com

Price Range: Appetizers: 
$6.50—12, Entrees: $12--36
Cuisine: Kosher Georgian
Setting: Stylish upstairs 

meat restaurant. Utilitarian 
counter service downstairs 

for khachpuri
Service: Table service upstairs, 

counter service downstairs
Hours: Monday - Thursday, 12 
pm-10 pm; Friday, 12 pm-one 

hour before Shabbat (sundown); 
Saturday, End of Shabbat–

Midnight; Sunday, 12 pm-11 pm 
Reservations: Optional

Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes 

(on upper level)
WIFI: No

Marani
Continued from Page 32

VISIT US AT: 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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rector. He directed the first 
version to play LaGuardia. 
This time around, he de-
cided to let someone with 

an extensive theater back-
ground to run the show, so 
he can focus on the writing. 

He already has four 
ideas for new plays and in-
tends to begin writing the 
next one the day after “Sur-
vey” plays in Long Island 

City.
“Most writers write 

because we can’t hold it all 
in,” Brody said. “I’m going 
to let it all out and hope 
what comes out has a pur-
pose. I think this time it 
does.”

Playwright
Continued from Page 34

11-01 43RD

THE Z NYC HOTEL IS OFFERING  

A FOOTBALL FRENZY PACKAGE FOR  
BRONCOS & SEAHAWKS FANS ALIKE. 

COMPONENTS OF THE PACKAGE INCLUDE:

Accommodations in a Queen Room  

*Breakfast of Champions: Sunday, Feb. 2nd

Transportation (drop-off only) to Fan Express Bus location

Breakfast in the Z Restaurant & Lounge: Mon, February 3rd

  

 

To book, please call 212.319.7000 or  

visit www.zhotelny.com and use the code FFP. 

*Breakfast of Champions also available at $25.95

*Rates exclude tax and service charges.

*Rates for a three-night stay 

*Rates for a two-night stay

Double occupancy is $1007  

Single occupancy is $907 

Double occupancy is $837  

Single occupancy is $737

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Flushing artist Simon Xianwen Zeng created this chop, a Chinese seal carved in stylized callig-
raphy, for the Lunar New Year, which begins Friday. This chop (red part) is titled Ma Nian Da Ji, 
and its message is to wish everyone prosperity and happiness during the Year of the Horse. 
The black portion of the chop includes Zeng’s name and the date of its production. 
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

To be featured  in our Guide To Dining 

call for information: 718.260.4521
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the Plaza Program in 2011. 
At that point, a new com-
ponent of the city initiative 
allowed applicants to tem-
porarily block cars from 
pedestrian plazas while the 
permanent plans are ham-
mered out.

Renz said the 71st Av-
enue Triangle, which re-
serves 71st Avenue between 
Stephen Street and Myrtle 
Avenue for pedestrians, has 
been cordoned off since Sep-
tember 2012 and spruced up 
with amenities.

“These plazas are go-
ing to be an integral part of 
community events, as well 
as a place for shoppers to sit 

down and enjoy a cup of cof-
fee or a Danish,” said Renz, 
who also works as the exec-
utive director of the Myrtle 
Avenue BID. “We intend to 
have Wi-Fi so students can 
come and do their papers.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

LATE PAGE

Proposed carriage ban threatens Queens drivers
BY KELSEY DURHAM
  
For many Queens resi-

dents who work as carriage 
drivers in Central Park, the 
centuries-old business is 
more than just a job.

Steve Malone is the 
proud son of a Bayside 
couple who started a horse-
drawn carriage business in 
1964 and Malone, who now 
lives on Long Island, has 
been in the business him-
self for nearly 27 years. He 
is just one of hundreds of 
workers across New York 
fighting to save their jobs, 
threatened by a proposed 
ban on horse-drawn car-
riage rides in the park.

“It would be devastat-
ing,” he said. “This is a 
business that’s been in fam-
ilies for decades. Now they 
want to take it away.”

A recent proposal put 
forth by Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio seeks to put an end to the 
business that he believes is 
cruel to horses. Malone, 
who serves as spokesman 
for the Local 553 union rep-

resenting carriage drivers, 
said there are about 300 li-
censed workers across the 
city who depend on the car-
riage ride industry to make 
their living.

Some 15 percent to 20 
percent of those people, he 
said, live near Bayside and 
would be left without any-
thing to fall back on if their 
jobs were lost.

“We have 68 carriages 
and those carriages repre-
sent 68 small businesses,” 
he said. “It’s not a game. 
We’re talking about peo-
ple’s livelihoods. We have 
a very good, legal business 
that’s been in place for 155 
years and it has no reason 
to be replaced.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has been one of 
the strongest proponents of 
the legislation, dating back 
to his time in the City Coun-
cil when he proposed a ban 
of his own in 2009. Avella 
cited several concerns with 
the business, such as over-
worked horses and owners 
not following regulations.

He also said there is 
a “serious safety issue” 
involved with having the 
horses so close to Manhat-
tan’s busy streets.

“Why do we allow 
them in Midtown traffic 
anymore? ” Avella said. 
“It’s sort of crazy. The two 
don’t mix. There’s a reason 
horse and buggies don’t ex-
ist anymore.”

Malone said the Coun-
cil overwhelmingly passed 
a resolution in 2012 approv-
ing additions to the more 
than 140 pages of regula-

tions meant to protect the 
horses.

According to the regu-
lations, horses are not al-
lowed to work in tempera-
tures above 89 degrees or 
below 18 degrees. A section 
of Central Park’s website 
dedicated to horse car-
riage tours also notes that 
animals have been known 
to be taken back to stables   
in snow or other inclement 
weather.

The newest rules 
passed in 2012 added vaca-
tion time for animals, in-

creased stall size at stables 
and called for more vac-
cination and healthcare. 
Malone dismissed the idea 
that rules are not followed 
by drivers, but Avella ar-
gued that the city agencies 
in charge of overseeing 
the industry don’t enforce 
regulations and said it has 
led to safety concerns and 
businesses illegally over-
charging customers.

“The city has been do-
ing an awful job monitor-
ing this industry,” he said. 
“It’s disgraceful.”

Avella said he is aware 
some of the drivers who 
would be affected by the 
ban live in his district and 
has agreed to work with 
business owners to come 
up with alternatives to help 
them keep their jobs. He has 
suggested converting car-
riages into motorized cars 
that would operate without 
horses and said medallions 
could be transferred at a 
“very minor cost.”

De Blasio has pro-
posed using electric cars, 

but Avella and Malone 
said it would not work in 
the long run because of the 
cost. Avella said he is not 
opposed to discussing other 
options but said the fact of 
the matter is that the indus-
try as it exists is outdated.

“Nobody wants to put 
anyone out of work, but 
there are alternatives,” he 
said. “Businesses go out ev-
ery day because they’re no 
longer appropriate. I think 
we’re coming to an end and 
how the end comes about is 
still in question.”

Malone said the union 
is waiting to see how far 
the proposal will go before 
deciding what needs to be 
done to fight it. Until then, 
he and the rest of the driv-
ers will continue to hope 
for the best.

“We’re in a holding 
pattern right now and when 
we know exactly what the 
mayor is proposing, then 
we can have a plan of at-
tack,” he said. “He’s the one 
who started this war.”

A horse-drawn carriage rides down a street in Manhattan. 
Hundreds of drivers, including some in Queens, are fighting for 
their jobs after Mayor Bill de Blasio proposed a ban on carriage 
rides in Central Park.

lies.
“The agreement is a 

monumental victory for our 
city and a clear indicator of 
how true progressives in of-
fice are putting the people 
first,” Ferreras said. “This 
deal will undoubtedly im-

prove the quality of life for 
thousands of people.”

The extension to the 
bill has not yet been ap-
proved as hearings must 
still be scheduled, but it is 
expected to be fast-tracked 
through the Council in or-
der to receive rapid approv-
al. Van Bramer said there 
is no exact time line for 
when the bill will officially 

be passed into law, but said 
he is hopeful it could hap-
pen before the original leg-
islation goes into effect in 
April.

“I believe this will en-
joy  the support of the vast 
majority of Council mem-
bers and be very quickly 
voted into effect,” he said. 
“That’s where we’re at 
now.”

Sick Pay

Continued from Page 23 

first,” she said.
McKenzie knew the 

Pan American Hotel’s days 
were numbered when a half 

dozen small motels started 
popping up along Queens 
Boulevard in the last de-
cade. 

“Back in its hey-day it 
was quite a place,” he said. 
“The Tito Puente Orchestra 
was the house band every 

Thursday night in the Pan 
American Lounge during 
the mid-Seventies. People 
would come from all over 
the tristate to see Tito and 
they’d just stay overnight 
in the hotel. I’m sorry to see 
it go.” he said.

Hotel
Continued from Page 25 

Continued from Page 25 

Plaza

proudly presents
Spectacular Saturdays @ the Library Performance Series

Funding for this program is provided in part through grants received from the New York State Cou8ncil on the Arts, 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, New York City Council Discretionary Grant from Council Member 
Julissa Ferreras, former Queens Borough President Helen M. Marshall, Queens Library, Library Action Committee 
of Corona-East Elmhurst, Incl., and from private donations and contributions.

 

Queens Borough 
President’s Office

The Langston Hughes Community

Library and Cultural Center

The 29th Annual 
Langston Hughes Celebration
Saturday, February 8, 2014

Co-Sponsored by Former Queens Borough President Helen M. Marshall & City Council Member Julissa Ferreras

Schedule of Events
11am  Film Screening: The Dream Keeper, St. Clair Bourne, Director (1985)

Performances

12pm  Many Rivers to Cross… A Musical Journey Through 500 Years of African American History
Featuring Monique McDonald, Mezzo-Soprano and Inna Leytush, Pianist

1pm  The Poetry of Langston Hughes – David Mills
2pm  Live Performance – Afro-Jersey

3:30pm  Dance Performance – Annabella Gonzalez Dance Theatre
4:30pm  Harlem Blues – Harlem Blues & Jazz Band

Program subject to change.

 

FREE ADMISSION – ALL ARE WELCOME

2pm  Knowledge is Power! Sickle Cell Disease: From Evolution to Revolution
Program Room B Lower Level
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
A Great Neck, L.I., de-

veloper’s plans to build a 
12-story hotel on a Fresh 
Meadows street has nearby 
residents fearing their qui-
et neighborhood will soon 
be disturbed.

The city Department of 
Buildings approved plans 
in December for Mayflower 
Business Group to move 
forward with construction, 
at 61-27 186th St., where 
the developer plans to put 
up a hotel on what is now 
a vacant lot. Despite the 
city’s approval, surround-
ing homeowners have cited 
several concerns with the 
project and are fighting the 
construction.

One of the major com-
plaints from nearby resi-
dents is the lack of parking 
the developer has planned 
for, according to Jim Gal-
lagher, president of the 
Fresh Meadows Homeown-
ers Civic Association. The 
DOB rejected the site’s orig-
inal plans in 2012 because 
it did not think Mayflower 
had provided adequate 
parking, but the newest set 
of plans on the DOB website 
call for an enclosed parking 
area with 45 spaces.

Gallagher said hom-
eowners are not satisfied 
that there are adequate 
spaces to serve the entire 
hotel and are worried ho-
tel guests will take street 
parking away from the 
community.

But potential neigh-
bors are taking issue with 
more than just the parking, 
Gallagher said.

“It’s on a side street, 
the entrance is only 60 feet 
wide and it’s all single-
family homes across the 
street,” he said. “To bring 
in 100-plus units of single-
bedroom, transient apart-
ments is really not the 
proper location for this.”

Construction has al-
ready begun on the site and 
Gallagher said residents 
have since complained 
about their houses shak-
ing and broken pipes as a 
result of the support struc-
ture being put in place. A 

complaint was filed with 
the DOB Jan. 10 stating 
that “construction is shak-
ing foundation of houses 
more than 70 years old and 
excavation threatens sewer 
lines,” but the agency dis-
missed the complaint and 
said it had observed no 
violations at the time of in-
spection.

The site’s architect, 
Chang Tan, of Tan Archi-
tects in Elmhurst, could not 
be reached for comment.

The building would be 
the third new hotel to pop 
up in the community with-
in the past few years, with 
two Marriotts having been 
recently built nearby. As de-
velopers continue to move 
in on the area, Gallagher 
said concern is growing 
that the residential area 
will not be protected much 
longer.

“We’re really con-
cerned about these hotels,” 
he said. “There are no 
subways, airports, shop-
ping centers or anything. 
It’s a beautiful residential 
community and we try to 
keep it clean. We were very 
shocked when they came 
along and said they wanted 
to do this.”

Gallagher said the 
Homeowners Civic Asso-
ciation would be much less 
opposed to a building closer 
to six stories, which would 
better match the look of the 
area. He said there is also 
concern that the added use 
of the area’s outdated sewer 
lines will cause flooding in 
neighboring homes.

“It’s just not the right 
location,” Gallagher said. 
“It’s not a place for a hotel.”

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Willets Point business 
owners scrambled to relo-
cate as another deadline 
approached this week.

Jan. 31 marked the last 
day businesses situated in 
Phase 1 of the redevelop-
ment could find another 
home and still receive a 
payment from the city 
worth six months’ rent. If 
business owners left before 
Nov. 30, they were offered a 
payment worth 12 months’ 
rent.

Dozens of auto shops 
that have populated the 
blighted area for decades 
are being moved out to 
make space for the first 
phase of a $3 billion redevel-
opment that will transform 
Willets Point into residen-
tial, retail and commercial 
space.

The Sunrise Co-op, a 
group of more than 40 busi-
ness owners hoping to relo-
cate together, have closed 
in on a 140,000-square-foot 
warehouse in the Bronx, 
but had not signed a lease 
as of Wednesday. The co-op 
hoped to sign the lease on 
the property Friday, said 
one of the group’s organiz-
ers, Marco Neira.

“We’ve got to do it 
then,” Neira said. “Then we 
can negotiate with the city 
to get more time until we 
fix up the place.”

The Sunrise Co-op 
hopes it will be able to ne-
gotiate funding from the 
city for the work that needs 
to be done on the new space, 
Neira said.

Business owners who 
relocate after the deadline 
will not get the supplemen-
tal payment, but will still 
be eligible for funding from 
the city to relocate individ-
ually as well as in groups.

The city Economic De-
velopment Corp. said more 
than 50 businesses have 
relocated from the Phase 
1 area to a new location or 
are close to doing so.

“A significant por-
tion of businesses in Wil-
lets Point have relocated 
or are preparing to do so, 

many with financial and 
other support from the 
city,” said Kate Blumm, a 
spokeswoman for the EDC. 
“This brings us closer to 
having a clear path to be-
gin to remediate a century 
of toxic contamination as a 
first step towards creating 
a new neighborhood with 
commercial, community 
and housing opportunities 
for Queens.”

Some business owners 
in Phase 1 have not found 
new locations yet, but plan 
to move on anyway.

Bijy Kumar has owned 
his auto shop that sells 
wheels and rims for more 
than 11 years. He had not 
found anywhere to put his 
business, but planned to 
move on in February.

“I have no plans, but 
I have to keep looking. I 
have no place right now,” 
he said.

Martha Gualotuna, 
emigrated from Ecuador 
in 1995. She has owned Em-
manuel Body Shop in Wil-
lets Point for more than 10 
years. She has not found 

a new location either, but 
plans to move anyway, 
lured by the payment the 
city has offered.

“My brothers are going 
to pick up her stuff to put it 
in storage,” her daughter 
Tana said.

Arturo Olaya, a Willets 
Point tenant business lead-
er, has vowed to keep fight-
ing against the city, hoping 
to strike a better deal for 
business owners. He said 
the plan to relocate to a new 
location in the Bronx was 
not good enough.

“It’s unbelievable. The 
people don’t want to move 
over there. It’s so far away,” 
he said. “Customers are not 
going to go looking for any-
body out there. They’ll have 
competition with junkers 
in Hunts Point. How are 
they going to survive out 
there?”

There is no set time-
table for when the city will 
break ground on Phase 1, 
Blumm said, as the site’s 
developer first has to wait 
for all of the businesses in 
the area to move out.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Arturo Olaya, a Willets Point tenant business leader, stands in 
front of his auto shop. Photo by Alex Robinson

Willets Pt shops vacate
Business owners race to relocate as second deadline looms

Fresh Meadows hotel 
opposed by residents

Willets Point auto shops are relocating to make room for a $3 billion redevelopment of the blighted 
area.

Fresh Meadows residents are 
protesting plans for a ho-
tel to be built at 61-27 186th 
St. in fear that it will disturb 
their quiet community. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham
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FEBRURY 6, 2014 
IN-HOME SAFETY 
EXPO FOR SENIORS 
An informative event to help protect the ones we love 
At Home Solutions, a Licensed Home Care Company, servicing the 
community since 2006, is hosting an event to inform Seniors and 
their loved ones about products, programs and services that can 
keep them safe in and around their home.  We hope to serve as the 
connecting between local resources and the community. 

 Follow us @AHSCaring 

 

Service & Programs 
Attending: 

FDNY, DuaneRead, 
Alzheimer 

Association, First 
Aide/ CPR Certified 
Trainers, and Many 

More 

Safety 
Demonstrations and 

Service 
Presentations 

RSVP by February 3  

 
AT HOME SOLUTIONS 

40-06 Astoria Blvd, 
Astoria, NY 11103 

www.homecare4all.org 
(718) 441-6803 

 

Service & Programs
Attending:

FDNY, Duane Reade,
Alzheimer Association,

First Aide/CPR 
Certified Trainers, 

and Many More

Safety 
Demonstrations

& 
Service 

Presentations

RSVP 
by February 3

AT HOME SOLUTIONS
40-06 Astoria Blvd.,
Astoria, NY 11103

www.homecare4all.org
718–441–6803

An informative event 

to help protect the ones we love.

At Home Solutions, a Licensed Home 
Care Company, servicing the community 
since 2006, is hosting an event to inform 
Seniors and their loved ones about 
products, programs and services that 
can keep them safe in and around their 
home.  We hope to serve as the con-
necting between local resources and the 
community.

 Follow us @AHSCaring 

Family
BROOKLYN August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner
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the city was starting to look 
at which community-based 
organizations have the ca-
pacity to expand, and said 
his administration was 
working with the city Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 
to examine unused city-
owned buildings that could 
host pre-k programs.

The mayor said avail-
able space, however, is not 
the main limitation to ex-
pansion, and he headed to 
Albany Monday to push 
for his plan to raise taxes 
on the city’s wealthiest 
residents to fund pre-K and 
after-school programs.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
last week put forward his 
own plan for Albany to foot 
the bill for pre-K, saying, 

“The state will pay for it, 
and the state will be proud 
to pay for it.” 

“It’s a priority. We 
believe in children. We be-
lieve in pre-K. We believe 
in education,” he said when 
announcing the new fiscal 
year budget.

Cuomo’s move put de 
Blasio in the position to ei-
ther take the state funds or 
continue to push for a local 
income-tax raise to support 
early education.

“Universal pre-K and 
after-school programs 
must have a dedicated fund-
ing stream, a locked box, 
shielded from what we all 
know is the inevitable give-
and-take of the budgeting 
process,” de Blasio testified 
in Albany.

“We’re not asking Al-
bany to raise the state in-
come tax by a single penny 
to pay for universal pre-K 

and after-school programs 
in New York City,” he added. 
“We’re simply asking Alba-
ny to allow New York City 
to tax itself — its wealthiest 
residents — those making 
a half million or more a 
year.”

In his State of the 
Union address Tuesday 
night, President Barack 
Obama said the federal 
government should provide 
states with the funding for 
universal pre-K.

“Last year, I asked 
this Congress to help states 
make high-quality pre-K 
available to every 4-year-
old. As a parent as well as 
a president, I repeat that re-
quest tonight,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

age of the contracted air-
port workers and their 
willingness to take action 
-- including being arrested 
for civil disobedience at La-
Guardia Airport on MLK 
Day.”

Meanwhile, Shareeka 
Elliott, a cleaner who works 
at Kennedy and a single 
mother of two, was the 
personal guest of U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) at 
Tuesday night’s State of the 
Union address. The senator 

invited Elliott after learn-
ing that she makes just $8 
an hour working the 10 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. shift before taking 
her daughters to school. El-
liott was impressed with 
her first trip to Washing-
ton, D.C.

After meeting Schum-
er, Elliot said, “I hope to 
hear the president touch 
base on the struggles my-
self and my fellow airport 
workers are going through 
as far as the minimum 
wage.”

President Barack 
Obama did just that, call-
ing for an across-the-board 
increase in the minimum 

wage to $10.10 from $7.25.
“In the coming weeks, 

I will issue an executive 
order requiring federal 
contractors to pay their fed-
erally funded employees a 
fair wage of at least $10.10 
an hour,” Obama said.

He added that to reach 
millions more, Congress 
would have to act.

“Say yes, give America 
a raise,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

city, but receives the major-
ity of its funding through 
taxpayer dollars. In 2007 
Queens had the largest cir-
culation of any library in 
the country, but it has since 
dropped to No. 6 on the list, 
according to the Public Li-
brary Association.

Van Bramer, who 
worked at the library for 11 
years before being elected to 
public office, said his step-
father was a public school 
janitor who “mopped floors 
so that me and my siblings 
might have a better life.”

“Janitors at the Queens 
Library serve an important 
and vital role in keeping 
libraries clean and safe, 
and they deserve respect 
from their boss and need to 
make a living wage so they, 
too, can raise their fami-
lies,” Van Bramer added as 
he called for an oversight 
hearing on the library and 
its operations.

The library said it 
would provide the Council 
with testimony explaining 
its operations, and Galante 
issued an apology for what 
he called his “insensitive” 
remarks.

“I am deeply apprecia-
tive and proud of the work 
done by the hardworking 
employees of Queens Li-
brary at all levels of the or-
ganization and especially 
our custodial team who 
keep our libraries safe, 
clean and running smooth-
ly day after day,” he said. 
“They do a great job serv-
ing thousands of people ev-
ery day.”

Gabriel Taussig, chair-
man of the library’s board 
of trustees, said Galante’s 
compensation is “not more 
and not less” than the aver-
age for non-profit CEOs in 
the city.

The head of the Brook-
lyn Public Library made 
$250,000 last year and the 
former CEO of the New 
York Public Library made 
$711,114 in 2011, the most 
recent year for which 
seethroughny.com has a 
record.

This is not the first 
hit of bad publicity for the 
Queens Library, which has 
been in a battle with its 
union, Local 1321, over out-
sourcing.

The library has for 
the last several years been 
contracting out janitorial 
services instead of filling 
more than 100 staff jobs lost 
to attrition.

Councilman Eric Ul-

rich (R-Ozone Park) called 
on the city comptroller to 
audit the library, and said 
he would like to look into 
the possibility of combin-
ing the Big Apple’s three 
independent, nonprofit li-
brary systems.

“The city can hardly 
afford the annual operat-
ing costs of running three 
separate library systems, 
let alone foot the bill for 
expensive salaries, ex-
travagant renovations and 
other wasteful spending,” 
he said. “I believe that one 
central citywide library 
system would save mil-
lions of dollars annually by 
reducing the bureaucracy 
and streamlining library 
services throughout the 
five boroughs.”

Ulrich added, “I have 
asked the Independent 
Budget Office to explore 
this proposal and to rec-
ommend whether or not it 
is the fiscally responsible 
thing to do.”

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer said he would au-
dit all three of the city’s li-
braries — including a look 
at executive compensation 
— starting with Queens.

Former Borough Pres-
ident Helen Marshall has 
allocated more money to li-
braries than the city’s four 
other borough presidents 
combined and her succes-
sor, Borough President Me-
linda Katz, said she would 
conduct her own probe 
with her office’s appointees 
to the library’s board.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

“When the new owner, 
Muhammad Haque, took 
over, he promised to hire 
back some of the union 
staffers,” Local 338/UFCW 
representative Joe Fontano 
said. “All communication 
with him ceased after the 
first of the year. We’re go-
ing to stay out here until he 
talks to us. We’re not going 
away.”

During the midday 
rally in front of the super-
market City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) voiced his support 
for the workers, saying, 
“We’re here to say as a com-
munity we’re not going to 
take it, we don’t want union 
busters here. It’s a disgrace 
and you don’t treat humans 
this way.”

State Sen. Joe Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) agreed.

“Let’s send a message 
loud and clear and we’ll 
send that message with 
our wallets until this injus-
tice is made right,” Peralta 
said.

Reached by telephone, 
 Haque said, “I don’t see any 
reason why they should 
boycott me.  Their problem 
is with the previous owner, 
Frank Jabber. He’s got eight 
stores, they should go and 
boycott them.”  

As for the 25 employees 
he has hired for the store, 
Haque said, “I have my own 
workers. They’re not union, 
but they are mostly local 
Jackson Heights people.”

There were no appar-
ent changes to the store 
other than a Global Super-
market sign that was still 
being installed Wednesday. 
In December, Haque said 
there would be new refrig-
eration cases, shelves and a 
modern check-out system.

“The weather’s been 
so bad I haven’t been able 
to make those changes, so 
I figured I’d just go ahead 
and open and make those 
changes later,” Haque said, 
pointing out that the delay 
in the store’s opening was 
caused by some issues that 

have already been fixed 
and it would open in time 
for the weekend. 

Fontana thinks Local 
338 was the problem.

 “He got wind of this 
rally and press conference 
so he put it off a day or two,” 
the union leaders said.

Fontana said Haque 
should not expect much of 
a turnout when he opens 
because “Jackson Heights 
is a tight community and 
all the locked-out workers 
were from the neighbor-
hood. The community will 
do the right thing.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538

Continued from Page 1 

Global

Airport
Continued from Page 4 
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Galante

Councilman Daniel Dromm calls on the Jackson Heights commu-
nity to boycott a new supermarket. Photo by Bill Parry

Elected officials are look-
ing into the operations 
of the Queens Library. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued from Page 4 
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It has become an un-

conventional season at 
Mary Louis with a key in-
jury and plenty of inexpe-
rience making wins hard 
to come by. Its first league 
victory was all the more 
gratifying because of it.

The Hilltoppers held 
on for a 63-57 victory over 
visiting St. Francis Prep in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division I girls’ basketball 
last Friday night.

“All we do at practice 
is two hours of skills, drib-
bling, rebounding,” Mary 
Louis Coach JoAnn Arbi-
tello said. “If you came in 
here, you’d probably think 
it was a clinic, not a varsity 
basketball practice.”

TMLA (3-10, 1-5) has 
played much of the year 

without star junior wing 
Kadijah Dickson after she 
tore her ACL in late De-
cember. The Hilltoppers 
have three sophomores — 
guard Dominique Gay and 
forwards Jenna McCann 
and Celeste Moran — all 
seeing major minutes. Si-
mone Hobdy, the team’s 
lone starting senior, un-
derstands it is a process for 
this club.

“I just look at it as a 
learning experience,” Hob-
dy said. “We are young. All 
we can do is get better.”

She made sure of that 
for a team that has strug-
gled to finish games this 
season.

Hobdy, who has inter-
est from Niagara and St. 
Francis (Pa.), scored 22 
points and got the Mary 
Louis surge started after 

St. Francis Prep took a 48-
46 lead with 5:30 to go in 
the game. Her three-point 
play to answer ignited a 
12-2 TMLA run that gave it 
a 58-50 advantage with 1:52 
remaining in the contest. 
Hobdy also made key free 
throws down the stretch to 
preserve the lead.

“We can always count 
on her,” said Moran, who 
scored six of her nine 
points in the fourth quar-
ter. “I don’t expect any-
thing else.”

Brianna Rydberg had 
10 points and Matich added 
eight for TMLA. Senior 
forward Kayla Hourany 
paced St. Francis Prep (8-
9, 1-4) with 28 points. Sofia 
Recupero had 11 points and 
Monica Zhivanaj chipped 
in seven.

The physical and te-

nacious Hourany gave the 
Terriers their first lead in 
the third quarter by scor-
ing six straight points. She 
helped her club overcome 
poor free throw shooting 
and an inability to handle 
the Hilltoppers’ press dur-
ing different points of the 
game. Hourany and Re-
cupero both fouled out in 
the final 2:00, making the 
pressure even tougher to 
crack.

“It was those stretch-
es that we didn’t break 
[past Mary Louis’ press] 
that hurt us the most,” SFP 
Coach Kevin Wagner said. 
“The few times we got it up 
the court, got it to Kayla’s 
hands, good things hap-
pened.”

He saw the loss as a 
missed opportunity for his 

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
For Dominique Tous-

saint, her first steal is simi-
lar to a shooter making that 
first jump to open a game.

“Once you get a steal 
it’s like, ‘Why can’t I do it 
again? Why can’t I do things 
over and over again?’” the 
Christ the King sophomore 
guard said.

Toussaint was the 
spark to a superb defensive 
second half in the Royals’ 
68-65 come-from-behind 
win over New Jersey power 
St. John Vianney in non-
league girls’ basketball in 
Middle Village Saturday af-
ternoon. Toussaint was all 
over the Vianney guards 
when she came over half 
court and recorded seven of 
CK’s 23 steals.

She helped jumpstart a 
22-3 run over the third and 
fourth quarters that put CK 
up 57-52 with 6:08 remain-
ing in the game. It erased 
an 11-point halftime deficit 
and gave Christ the King 
the lead for good.

“I didn’t really care 
who I was guarding. I just 

went out there and stole the 
ball from them,” Toussaint 
said.

That, coupled with the 
Royals’ dominance of the 
backboard, thanks to Ash-
ley Howell, Sierra Calhoun 
and Kollyns Scarbrough, 
allowed them to score in 
transition. Calhoun (17 
points) scored five straight 
points to give CK its first 
since 2:20 of the first quar-
ter. She ripped an offensive 
rebound from the hands of 
two Lancers defenders for a 
put back.

“We had to really get 
down and get on the re-
bounds in the second half 
and talk defensively,” the 
Duke-bound Calhoun said. 
“I thought that was the key 
to the game.”

Upper Room transfer 
Sydney Zambrotta turned 
a lot of those stops into 
points. She leaked out in 
transition and hit big jump 
shots to tally 12 of her 13 
points after halftime. Scar-
brough, who is headed to 
Siena, added 15 points. Em-
ily Uribe tallied 22 points 

CK’s second-half surge  
leads to win at home

Mary Louis tops Terriers
Hilltoppers score fi rst league victory over visiting St. Francis Prep

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 45
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Christ the King’s Dominique Toussaint (l.) dribbles the ball during a 
game in December. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Mary Louis’ Jenna McCann (l.) battles St. Francis Prep’s Elizabeth Fernandez (r.) for the ball as Prep’s Jubilee Aguillar looks on. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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The defensive adjust-

ment and its result were 
familiar to Archbishop 
Molloy.

The Stanners strug-
gled in the first half the last 
time it met Xaverian. Coach 
Mike McCleary switched 
his defense from man to 
man to a zone and it again 
led to a Stanners victory. 
He saw his team get off to 
a slow start again versus 
the Clippers and made the 
same adjustment Tuesday 
night and it yielded the 
same result.

Molloy overcame an 
11-point first half deficit 
to defeat visiting Xaverian 
52-44 in CHSAA Class AA 
boys’ basketball.

“The last time we 
played Xaverian, [the zone] 
was successful,” McCleary 

said. “We used the zone the 
previous time we played 
them as the option. We were 
struggling at halftime the 
last time we played Xaver-
ian, we made the same 
adjustment and it seemed 
to be effective this time as 
well.”

The Stanners shut 
down the Clippers in the 
third quarter, holding 
them to just four points. 
This allowed them to out-
score their opponent 18-4 
and take a 36-33 edge after 
three quarters of play. Mi-
chael Buckley (nine points) 
connected on a three-point-
er that gave Molloy the lead 
for good at 33-31 late in the 
frame. Columbia-bound 
guard C.J. Davis, who 
scored 11 points, saw the 
effectiveness of the zone in 
the second half. Robert Ros-
siter paced Xaverian with 

11 points.
“We were containing 

them,” he said. “We kept 
them on the primer, which 
made it difficult for them to 

make plays in the zone.”
Molloy (12-4, 8-3) had 

trouble making shots in the 
second quarter. Xaverian 
(8-10, 4-9) outscored them 

20-5 in the frame and took 
a 29-18 lead into half-time. 
Jason Cethoute, who led all 
scorers with 13 points, said 
McCleary wanted to see 

more of a team effort in the 
second half.

“Coach came in and 
told us that we need to dig in 
and start playing team bas-
ketball because we came in 
the half with 18 points and 
weren’t putting the ball in 
the basket,” Cethoute said.

This was the Stanners’ 
second consecutive victory 
after they fell to Queens 
rival Holy Cross 72-67 Jan. 
24. Lack of team basketball 
was also a problem in that 
contest. McCleary sees his 
team playing more intense 
and better together during 
the brief winning streak.

“We shared the bas-
ketball tonight as well Sun-
day against All Hallows,” 
McCleary said. “Against 
Holy Cross we were a little 
flat and lacked energy, so I 
think our energy has been 
well the last two games.”

Christ the King bas-
ketball Coach Bob Mackey 
has made a habit of provid-
ing his team with a dress 
rehearsal before playing 
three games in three days 
to claim the CHSAA Class 
AA state title.

Mother Nature raised 
the level of difficulty this 
time around.

The heavy snow early 
last week limited the Royals 
to just an hour of practice 
time all week. The team got 
into the gym right before 
the varsity boys’ team took 
on Mount St. Michael at 4 
p.m. Jan. 16. Three games 
in three days followed.

“We have 50 minutes, 

here we go,” Mackey said. 
“There was no talking. It 
went up and down. It went 
up and down and then, 
‘Good job. Let’s go home.”

It didn’t keep the Roy-
als from doing a great job 
over the weekend, winning 
all three contests. They 
battled through a tough 
first half to top PSAL title 
contender South Shore 49-
32 at The Mecca Friday and 
used a 22-3 second half run 
to secure a victory over 
New Jersey power St. John 
Vianney at home Saturday. 
CK traveled in Pennsylva-
nia to beat Spring Ford 74-
65.

“That’s pretty impres-
sive,” CK sophomore guard 
Sidney Zambrotta said. “I 
don’t think a lot of teams 
can do that. With our cali-
ber we can do that.”

Mackey didn’t believe 
his team played its best 
during the first two games 

of the stretch because of 
the lack of practice time, 
but they were resourceful 
and determined and found 
a way to win.

“We didn’t play well,” 
Mackey said. “I wish we 
did. We didn’t play great, 
but you know what? We 
played really well when we 
needed to. That was key.”

The success further 
shows this Christ the King 
team is the school’s best 
chance to win a state Fed-
eration Class AA title since 
it claimed the crown back 
into 2010. That team went 
2-1 during its scheduled 
three-game stretch, losing 
to Vianney at home before 
beating Trenton Catho-
lic and nationally ranked 
Archbishop Carroll (Pa.) on 
the road. That trio of games 
was tougher, but they did 
it with a full week of prac-
tice.
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Block Shots

Less practice makes perfect  
in Royals’ three-game stretch

Archbishop Molloy beats Xaverian Clippers
Stanners switch to zone defense to come back from 11-point defi cit for second consecutive victory 

Molloy’s Gabriel Kilpatrick goes up for a shot during the game against Xaverian. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Francis Lewis forgot 

what made it so successful 
all year in one of its biggest 
games of the season.

The undersized Patri-
ots have rocketed to the top 
of the PSAL standings by 
sharing the ball and dis-
playing scrappiness and 
patience. Francis Lewis 
Coach Steve Tsai felt his 
team did not display any 
of that during Murry Berg-
traum’s game-changing 
run in the third quarter.

The Patriots never 
fully recovered and suf-
fered a 71-64 home defeat to 
the Lady Blazers in Class 
AA girls’ basketball Jan. 
23. Lewis missed a chance 
to move into first place in 
the division and put itself 
in position to earn the top 
seed in the post-season.

The Patriots (11-2) took 
a 42-38 lead on the heels of 

a 10-2 run only to give it 
right back as Bergtraum 
(12-1) ripped off a 15-0 spurt 
to take a 53-42 advantage 
with 1:15 remaining in the 
frame.

“Sometimes we want 
to play hero basketball and 
we are not talented like 

that,” Tsai said. “We have 
to depend on each other. 
We have to move the ball 
around.”

He felt his team im-
ploded by not sticking to-
gether and relying on too 
many quick shots from the 
perimeter. It fed into what 
Bergtraum was attempting 
to do by slumping center Al-
exandra Smith (15 points) 
into the paint. Long misses 
led to transition baskets for 
the Lady Blazers, the 15-
time defending city cham-
pions. Often Lewis players 
were late getting back on 
defense or failed to help in 
the lane.

“It comes down to be-
ing smarter,” junior guard 
Robyn Francis said. “They 
are bigger than us.”

Francis tried to rally 
her team late by scoring 
seven of her 11 points in the 
fourth quarter. Her three-

Patriots fall to Bergtraum 
in PSAL’s fi rst-place battle

Continued on Page 45 Continued on Page 45

Francis Lewis’ Sierra Green 
tries to get the ball away from 
Bergtraum’s Alexandria Smith. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Sir’Dominic Pointer 

fully understood the risks 
he was taking on two key 
late game plays. The gam-
ble in his mind was worth 
it.

“You just have to 
be like that sometimes,” 
Pointer said.

Good fortune instead 
of disaster ensued as the 
Red Storm held on for a 77-
76 victory over Seton Hall 
at Carnesecca Arena Jan. 
23. It gave St. John’s Uni-
versity its first Big East 
basketball win of the sea-
son after a 17-point second 
half lead nearly got away. 
The Johnnies picked up a 
second conference victory 
by beating Butler 69-52 
on the road two days later 
behind 20 points from Ja-
Karr Sampson.

“It’s no secret that 
we’ve struggled to close 
out games. I thought our 
team exhibited poise and 
composure down the 
stretch,” St. John’s head 
Coach Steve Lavin said af-
ter beating the Bulldogs.

His team showed re-
sourcefulness in the final 
minutes against Seton 
Hall. Pointer threw an in-
bounds pass the length to 
the court in hopes of avoid-
ing a five-second call and 
Seton Hall gaining posses-
sion under the Red Storm’s 
basket down a point with 
4.3 seconds left.

“We didn’t have any 
timeouts and no one was 
open,” Pointer said. “I was 
just thinking lob the ball 
and hopefully someone 
will grab it and we either 
play good D or the ball will 
get hit out.”

Orlando Sanchez 
smarty tipped it out of 
bounds. It ensured the Pi-
rates had to go the length 
of the floor to try to win 
the game.

“It was a big-time play 
by Orlando,” St. John’s 
sophomore Sampson said.

Pointer secured the 
win by knocking the ball 
away from Fuquan Edwin, 
risking a foul, as the Seton 
Hall guard was racing up 
court to try to get the final 
shot. Lavin said Pointer 
finds so many ways to af-
fect a game, though not al-
ways conventionally.

“More often than not 
he produces for us in a 
positive manner,” Lavin 
said. “There are those 
occasions where you’re 
scratching your head and 
wonder what he is think-
ing.”

The Red Storm (11-8, 
1-5) forced 19 Seton Hall 
turnovers and got out in 
transition as it was play-
ing above the rim. Samp-
son, D’Angelo Harrison 
and Sanchez each scored 
16 points for St. John’s. 
Sterling Gibbs led Seton 
Hall (11-8, 2-4) with 20 and 
Brian Oliver added 19.

St. John’s late game 
woes appeared again. It 
missed jumpers and al-
lowed Seton Hall to attack 
the paint for three-point 
plays. The usually steady 
Harrison and Rysheed 
Jordan missed key free 
throws down the stretch. 
There was a feeling of re-
lief once Pointer’s gambles 
paid off and St. John’s had 
its first conference win.

“It feels good to get 
the monkey off our back,” 
Sampson said. 

team to build momentum 
in the division. St. Francis 
Prep was coming off beat-
ing Bishop Loughlin on 
the road for its first league 
win in three years and still 
has to face the Lions, Mary 
Louis and third-place Mol-
loy in Fresh Meadows.

“If you win another 
road league game here, you 

have two under your belt 
and you get those teams at 
home,” Wagner said. “We 
missed that opportunity.”

Mary Louis didn’t let 
its chance for a league win 
get away. The young group 
hopes to build off it as the 
regular season moves into 
the home stretch.

“We got our first 
league win,” Moran said. 
“We are going to keep ac-
celerating from there.”

and Jackie Gallagher had 
15 for Vianney (10-2), which 
made nine three-pointers.

“I had to amp up every-
thing,” Zambrotta said.

The Royals (12-3) still 
had to sweat out the final 
minutes. Vianney pulled 

within 68-66 on a Katie Beri-
ont layup with 15.6 remain-
ing in the game. Calhoun 
buried two free throws and 
then got a piece of Uribe’s 
potential tying three-point-
er as time expired.

“Could they have 
called [a foul]?” Mackey 
said. “Yeah, you probably 
could’ve, but you couldn’t 
get any better.”

The win is CK’s sec-
ond after practicing just an 
hour Jan. 16 because of the 
snow earlier in the week. 
Pulling out victories in 
spite of it showed Mackey 
something about his team.

You have to be in those 
[tight] games,” Mackey 
said, “The more you get 
use to it the better you can 
be.”

CK Surge

Continued from Page 43 

Hilltoppers

Continued from Page 43 

St. John’s beats Seton Hall  77-76 with on point play

St. John’s University guard D’Angelo Harrison reacts to be-
ing fouled during the Red Storm’s game against Butler. 

AP Photo/AJ Mast

point play pulled Lewis 
within 62-57 with 3:20 left 
to play. Smith and Ardella 
Brown responded with bas-
kets for Bergtraum, which 
understood the importance 
of the contest.

“Every game is a big 
win, but this game espe-
cially because they were 11-
1,” Smith said.

The Patriots could 
have gotten within four 
with 44 seconds remaining, 
but Tsai called timeout, 
erasing a three-pointer by 
Chi La Bady. Lewis thought 
it missed an opportunity it 

has been waiting for since 
it lost to the Lady Blazers 
in Lower Manhattan 76-74 
in December.

“It’s disappointing,” 
Francis said. “We worked 
hard just for this game.”

Sierra Green led Lew-
is with 22 points and Sa-
mantha Stolz added nine. 
Navy-bound guard Joella 
Gibson paced Bergtraum 

with 26 points and Ashanae 
McLaughlin chipped in 12 
points.

Tsai hopes his team 
learns how well it needs to 
play to beat the Lady Blaz-
ers. One lapse can cost you.

“We don’t have enough 
room for error to make mis-
takes against a team like 
Bergtraum,” Tsai said.

Lewis
Continued from Page 44 

“I’m very proud of my 
team,” sophomore guard 
Dominique Toussaint said. 
“Usually when we have a 
few days off, we have fa-
tigue, our legs are tired. 
We played through it this 
time.”

Come March it won’t 
be any easier when you 
have to beat the likes of 
rival Nazareth and St. An-
thony’s (L.I.) among oth-
ers just to make the trip 
to Albany for the Federa-
tion tournament. This CK 
group is looking more and 
more ready to tackle that. 
Mackey always puts them 
in the best situation to im-

prove. It’s just a matter of 
the kids responding.

“It’s tough for teams to 
do,” Mackey said of playing 
on consecutive nights. “Pro 
teams hate to do it.”

Christ the King em-
braced it and succeeded. 
Who needs to practice?

Royals
Continued from Page 44 
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Francis Lewis’ Chi La Bady (c.) drives to the hoop as Bergtraum’s 
Julissa Rodriguez play defense. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Mary Louis’ Simone Hobdy (c.) 
takes the ball down the court. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 3

1-F
EB

. 6
, 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
46

TL

elected to his first full term 
in November, was named 
chairman of the Environ-
mental Protection Commit-
tee.

Miller, the former 

president of the union 
representing Queens Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority bus drivers, was 
appointed to head the com-
mittee on civil service and 
labor.

Robert Glover, of the 
125th Avenue Block Asso-
ciation, said the light was 

something that had been 
needed for a long time, and 
he looked forward to his 
elected officials delivering 
on their promises.

“It’s something that 
was in the works for years,” 
he said. “We have three 
more on the plate.”

Asaros’ relationship was 
contentious, particularly 
after the father was demot-
ed for robbing those below 
him and began reporting to 
his son.

“Jerry’s for Jerry,” 
Asaro said, according to 
an FBI recording. “I lost 

my son when I made him as 
acting skipper.”

An attorney for Jerome 
Asaro declined to comment 
after his client pleaded not 
guilty Jan. 23.

A grand jury charged 
three other Bonanno made 
men  with using extortion 
to collect an extension of 
credit —  John Ragano, 52; 
Jack Bonventre, 45; and 
Thomas Di Fiore, 70 — who 
authorities consider to be 

the most powerful member 
of the family not behind 
bars.

All three pleaded not 
guilty.

Their attorneys de-
clined to comment or did 
not return calls for com-
ment.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

forcement, as well as other 
methods to assist families 
of children who wander 
away from caregivers.

Tracking devices, 
which cost about $80 or $90 
and a few dollars per month 
to operate, would only be set 
up for parents who choose 
to use them and could be 
worn as wristwatches, an-
klets or clipped onto belt 
loops or onto shoelaces, as 
well as woven into specially 
designed clothing, accord-
ing to Schumer’s office.

“There is no medicine 
to relieve the pain from the 

loss of a child,” said David 
H. Perecman, the lawyer 
for Avonte’s family, in a 
statement. “However, Avon-
te’s law will make sure that 
this grave loss and the pain 
it has wrought will not be 
vain.”

Perecman, who filed 
court papers on behalf of 
Fontaine challenging the 
NYPD to release informa-
tion about her son’s dis-
appearance, said that on 
Feb. 5 the NYPD would be 
respond and shortly after, 
he expected to hear from a 
judge whether the family 
would be allowed to see the 
Police Department’s inves-
tigation.

Relatives were also 
waiting to hear back from 

the  special commissioner 
of investigation, an agen-
cy that investigates city 
schools, to find out if Avon-
te’s family would be able to 
view those files, he said.

“There are really two 
things that need to go on. 
No. 1, we need to find out 
where the fault lies here,” 
Perecman said. “The city of 
New York has to make us a 
promise that they are going 
to look beyond this case, 
that they are going to look 
into their school safety sys-
tem and they are going to 
look in their schools, and 
they are not going to let 
more children to walk out 
of school.”

But the onus remained 
with the driver to avoid hit-
ting pedestrians, she said.

“When you are behind 
the wheel of a car with hun-
dreds of horsepower behind 
it, you are responsible not 
only for your own safety, 
but for the people on the 

street,” Markey said.
Gianaris said the 

elected officials had offered 
their support to Hurtado’s 
family, which was in the 
process of transporting the 
senior’s body to her home-
land of Ecuador to be bur-
ied.

The lawmakers said 
they believed their col-
leagues, including state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach), whose 

district includes Maspeth, 
would back the proposed 
legislation.

“Unfortunately, the 
more this happens, the 
more support we get,” Gia-
naris said.

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by 
e-mail at timesledgerpho-
tos@gmail.com by phone at 
718-260-4589.

policy. “We’re strictly into 
Medicare. She has AARP. 
All that will kick in, but it 
doesn’t pay very well and 
the hospitals kind of frown 
at you when you have it.”

The claim, filed Jan. 
22, names the driver, the 
city, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity and the MTA Bus Co., a 
subsidiary of the MTA.

The MTA declined to 
comment.

Davoli faults the driver 
for failing to yield to Schna-

bel as she stepped onto 
the crosswalk. The claim 
blames the bus company 
for operating the bus in a 
manner that endangered 
pedestrians. It alleges that 
the MTA improperly dele-
gated authority to the MTA 
Bus Co., which lacked the 
training and experience re-
quired to operate the route, 
and created a bus stop that 
drew more pedestrians to 
an already perilous area.

The MTA Bus Co. was 
created in 2004 to assume 
the operations of seven bus 
companies with franchises 
issued by the city Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Davoli said the claim 
seeks $10 million because 
attorneys cannot raise com-
pensation requests later in 
lawsuits and he has not yet 
had a health care analyst 
estimate how much Schna-
bel’s continuing medical 
care will cost.

The claim also seeks 
reimbursement for pain, 
suffering, long-term rehab 
and assisted living or nurs-
ing home expenses.

Police said they were 
still investigating the crash 
and had not determined 
whether Schnabel and the 
driver were abiding by traf-
fic signals and laws.

Continued from Page 9 

MTA suit

Continued from Page 6 

Avonte

Continued from Page 10 

Lufthansa

Gastel said, “We installed 
pedestrian countdown sig-
nals at this intersection 
last October. Furthermore, 
we are developing a safety 
proposal to be presented 
to local community boards 
this spring, which would 
include a sidewalk exten-
sion as well as paint and 
bollard treatments to short-

en crossing distances and 
improve street alignment 
at the intersection.”

When Kottick learned 
of the DOT’s plans on Mon-
day afternoon, she said, “I 
am thrilled that the DOT 
is taking it seriously and 
I’m incredibly grateful 
that they are working to 
fix the problems. We hope 
they’re able to make those 
changes before someone 
else gets killed or seriously 
injured.”

Kottick added that she 

was touched by the enthu-
siasm at Sunday’s vigil de-
spite the subfreezing tem-
peratures.

“We were so moved, 
but it was also devastating 
to be back at that intersec-
tion. We hadn’t been there 
since Ella died,” she said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

Continued from Page 9 

Maspeth
Light

Continued from Page 2 

dancers carried candles 
and placed a pandero, a 
kind of tambourine that 
she used while dancing, in 
her casket.

The women, wearing 
white shirts and skirts 
with colorful sashes, per-
formed at the beginning of 
the service for mourners.

“That was their way of 
saying goodbye,” said Rob-
inson Flores, the church’s 
pastor.

Other attendees left 
bouquets of flowers, while 
one man and a child placed 
two small dolls inside the 
toddlers’ tiny coffins.

Many placed folded $20 
bills inside a box to help 
pay the funeral arrange-
ments. Flores said the fu-
neral was held, in part, to 
provide spiritual comfort to 
heartbroken relatives and 
friends, but also to reach 
out to victims of domestic 
violence, who may be fear-
ful about coming forward. 
Law enforcement and rep-
resentatives of groups that 
work with domestic vio-
lence victims spoke to at-
tendees, encouraging those 
in abusive relationships to 

seek assistance.
“[Victims] don’t have 

to be afraid even if they 
don’t have the right paper-
work,” Flores said.

Garcia, who was born 
in Guatemala, was study-
ing at York College.

Her mother, Luz Mina, 
told the crowd to report 
men who are violent to 
their partners.

“Say no to domestic 
violence,” she said in Span-
ish.

Mina broke down in 
tears as she recounted how 
a loved one comforted her 
by praising her strength.

Flores said the fam-
ily’s faith would also help 
to bolster them.

“For Deisy, she 

changed direction in her 
trip,” he said. “She went 
back to heaven.”

Mejia-Ramos, who 
was born in Mexico, was 
charged with six counts of 
first-degree murder, three 
counts of second-degree 
murder and criminal pos-
session of a weapon, the DA 
said.

He was ordered to re-
turn to court Feb. 14.  If 
found guilty, he faces a 
sentence of life in prison 
without the possibility of 
parole.

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by 
e-mail at timesledgerpho-
tos@gmail.com by phone at 
718-260-4589.

Murders

Miguel Mejia-Ramos (c.) is escorted to his arraignment in Queens 
Criminal Court. Photo by Robert Stridiron

Vigil
Continued from Page 9 
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
 

With Any PoweRise® Purchase 
from Hunter Douglas

With All Window Treatment Orders 
(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away


