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Members of a special City 

Council oversight committee 
on the Queens Library grilled 

library President Tom Galante 
for more than two hours last 
Wednesday during a hearing on 
executive compensation and out-
sourced labor, with promises of 

more inquiries to come.
The hearing, co-chaired by 

Queens Council members Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) and 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-

side), was convened in response 
to recent news articles about Gal-
ante’s $391,594 annual salary, his 
take-home car and renovations to 
the Central Library in Jamaica 
during a time when the nonprofit 
outsourced unionized custodial 
jobs lost through attrition.

“Do you believe that your 
compensation package is too 
high?” Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) asked 
the library’s president and CEO.

“I believe it is fair,” an-
swered Galante, who said his sal-
ary was set by the library’s board 
of directors when he was hired in 
2005 based on a comparison to the 
earnings of the heads at 30 other 
educational, arts and cultural in-
stitutions in the city.

“I believe it’s too high,” 
Crowley responded, adding she 
thought Galante’s salary should 
be more in line with that of a com-
missioner of a city agency.

But the Queens Library is 
not a city agency, and for about 
2 1/2 hours Galante detailed how 
the independent nonprofit that 
receives the overwhelming ma-
jority of its funding through city 

A worker takes a break near a tire and rims shop in Willets Point. Dozens of auto repair shops were moved in 
order to make room for the first phase of the redevelopment. See story on Page 3. Photo by Alex Robinson

IRON TRIANGLE

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio will 
march in the St. Pat’s For All Pa-
rade in Sunnyside March 2, ac-
cording to City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights). 
The news came a day after de Bla-
sio said that he would not join the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Fifth 
Avenue because the events’ spon-
sor, the Hibernian Order,  does 
not allow gay groups to partici-
pate. 

“I simply disagree with the 
organizers of that parade in their 
exclusion of some individuals in 
this city,“ de Blasio said during a 
press event Tuesday. 

Dromm welcomed de Blasio 
to Sunnyside with open arms.

“I am very proud to be march-
ing with the mayor in the St. Pat’s 
For All Parade here in Queens, an 
all-inclusive event I helped start 
15 years ago,” Dromm said. “St. 
Pat’s For All embodies the true 
meaning of the day: that everyone 
can be Irish on St. Patrick’s Day.”

While the parade in Manhat-
tan remains enormously popular 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 While a number of their colleagues got glow-

ing reviews, a trio of Queens City Council mem-
bers showed a duller shade of green when their 
voting records put them on the bottom of the list 
of environmental causes.

Former Council Speaker Christine Quinn  
(D-Manhattan) and ex-Councilman James Genn-

Boro Council members earn 
low scores in green rankings

BY BILL PARRY

A man walked off the 
Queensboro Bridge and 
into Long Island City last 
Thursday as he began the 
final stretch  of a four-year, 
cross-country odyssey. 

George Throop, 38, is 

wrapping up his 5,000-mile 
Walk Across America tour 
that began in September 
2009.

“I’ve taken millions of 
steps to inspire people to 
take steps forward towards 
having healthier lifestyles,” 
he said.

Throop started his 

walk of inspiration in his 
hometown of Vancouver, 
Wash. In each town he 
stopped and met with chil-
dren, church groups and se-
niors promoting a healthy 
lifestyle after his mother 
Barbara Ann died of bone 
cancer at the age of 33.

Mayor to march 
in St. Pat’s event    
through Queens

Council opens hearing on library
President Tom Galante questioned over salary and cost of offi ce renovations

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Man on a mission for health

George Throop stops walking long 
enough to take in the sights of 
Manhattan’s skyline from Gantry State 
Park. Photo by Bill Parry
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CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN
®

HuntingtonHelps.com

For over 36 years, Huntington’s highly trained 
tutors have given students the skills, con idence, 
and motivation needed to get back on the right 
track.

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 

skills, confidence and grades.

Huntington 
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K-12 
 

 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
 
 

EXAM PREP

 

Flushing: 

SAVE $100**

WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

TIRED OF FIGHTING 
OVER GRADES? 

.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Northeast Queens 
residents fighting for qui-
eter skies around New 
York City’s major airports 
are butting heads with the 
Global Gateway Alliance 
over suggestions that build-
ing more runways will help 
to improve and modernize 
the overcrowded facilities.

Advocates across the 
city fear that adding more 
runways will only lead to an 
increase in air traffic and 
worsen the noise issue that 
many community groups 
say is causing the quality of 
life to deteriorate for those 
who live near LaGuardia 
and John F. Kennedy Inter-
national airports.

Jeffrey Starin, a for-
mer pilot and a member of 
Prospect Park Quiet Skies 
in Brooklyn, has seen the 
congestion first-hand, but 
he said there are other 
solutions to be found that 
would avoid extending run-
ways or building additional 
ones. He said he does not 
believe it is realistic to try 
and bring more traffic into 
already crowded airports.

“You can only squeeze 
so many planes into a given 
area,” he said. “I don’t be-
lieve you can expand it in 
any way to accommodate 

more aircraft. If you’re go-
ing to build another run-
way, you’re going to have 
a major riot on your hands 
because people are fed up.”

But Stephen Sigmund, 
executive director of the 
Global Gateway Alliance, 
an air travel advocacy 
group, said he is confident 
runway expansions will 
help to alleviate some of 
the problems, even if this 
approach does lead to ad-
ditional traffic. He said the 
project, coupled with the 
NextGen plan to replace 
planes’ GPS with satellite 
systems, will reduce delays 
on crowded runways and 
therefore decrease unnec-
essary noise from planes 
circling above them.

“The short version is 
yes, it means more planes, 
but it’s a little more compli-
cated than that,” Sigmund 
said.

He said the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
places a cap on the number 
of planes that can go in and 
out of New York’s airports 
per hour, and in order for 
more flights to occur, that 
cap would have to be lifted. 
By creating additional run-
way space, Sigmund said 
it would reduce the con-
gestion in New York’s air-
ports that he said currently 

causes more than half of 
the delays on flights across 
the country every day.

Starin said he and 
many other city residents 
doubt that there is much 
room for expansion, but 
Sigmund said he believes 
NextGen is a realistic solu-
tion that could take place in 
the near future.

With LaGuardia so 
close to capacity, the alli-
ance has suggested extend-
ing its two runways, while 
JFK could build new air-
strips by extending them 
into the water, though 
Sigmund said that project 
would be a much bigger un-
dertaking. Newark could 
be built out westward to-
ward the Jersey Turnpike, 
he said.

Sigmund also said that 
updates such as extra run-
ways would help improve 
the overall state of LaGuar-
dia, which was recently 
named America’s second 
worst airport by Travel 
& Leisure magazine after 
taking the No. 1 spot the 
year before.

The Port Author-
ity could not be reached for 
comment about LaGuardia 
and the suggested runway 
expansion.

Group slams suggestion 
to build more runways

Queens residents fed up with airplane noise are pushing back against suggestions that LaGuardia 
Airport should build more runways.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Many Willets Point 

business owners have been 
left without a home after 
they surrendered their 
auto shops’ properties to 
meet a deadline that passed 
last weekend.

Dozens of auto repair 
shops and junk yards that 
have occupied the blighted 
area for decades have been 
moved out in order to make 
room for the first phase of 
a $3 billion redevelopment, 
which will transform Wil-
lets Point into a new neigh-
borhood with a mega mall.

The city offered busi-
nesses a payment worth six 
months’ rent if they agreed 
to sign a settlement that 
they would leave by Jan. 
31.  The city planned to take 
their keys Monday.

Martha Gualotuna 
has owned her store, Eman-
ual Corp., which fixes and 

paints cars, for more than 
10 years. She was the last 
shop on her row to stay un-
til the last day.

She signed a settle-
ment agreeing to move her 
business in exchange for a 
payment worth six months 
of her rent, but she said she 
felt pressured by the city’s 
lawyer to sign. She said she 
was also worried she might 
later lose her business to 
the city in court and leave 
with nothing.

She packed up her be-
longings and shut the doors 
of her business for the last 
time last Friday, forced to 
move what she could into 
storage with no new loca-
tion to relocate to.

“It’s very hard. I didn’t 
want this day to come,” she 
said.

She said she does not 
know what her next step 
will be as she has little 
money to start a new busi-

ness and has little hope 
of finding a new job as an 
undocumented immigrant 
from Ecuador.

Gualotuna is far from 
alone in her predicament 

since more than 40 busi-
ness owners who make up 
part of the Sunrise Co-op, 
a group trying to move to-
gether, have had their relo-
cation stalled as the group’s 

organizers have scrambled 
to sign a lease on a large 
warehouse space in the 
Bronx.

Marco Neira, one of 
the group’s organizers, 
said the landlord needs to 
clarify a few small issues 
before the co-op can sign 
the lease. The group plans 
to lease 82,000 square feet 
of a 142,000-square-foot 
warehouse in Hunts Point 
and will need to divide the 
space with a wall.

“Until we  figure out 
those issues, we won’t sign 
the lease,” he said.

Neira said all of the co-
op’s members in the Phase 
1 area surrendered their 
businesses’ properties Jan. 
31. He said preparing the 
new space, if and when the 
lease is signed, could take 
up to four months.

Arturo Olaya, presi-
dent of the Willets Point 
Defense Committee, which 

represents tenant business-
es , said the new space is too 
far for business owners to 
commute, the majority of 
whom live in Queens. He 
also doubted whether busi-
nesses will be able to draw 
enough customers to thrive 
 in the new location.

“How will people sur-
vive over there? Our cus-
tomers are here,” Olaya 
said. “People here don’t 
want to compete with the 
junkers in Hunts Point.”

Olaya said he sent 
a letter to Mayor Bill de 
Blasio asking him to help 
negotiate a deal to relocate 
businesses en masse to a lo-
cation in Queens.

As the Jan. 31 deadline 
approached, the city Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 
said more than 50 business-
es had been relocated from 
the Phase 1 area or were 
close to doing so.

 
BY ALEX ROBINSON

Tenants of the historic 
Klein farm in Fresh Mead-
ows accepted responsibility 
for cutting down trees and 
altering the driveway of the 
property without permits 
at a hearing Tuesday.

A stop-work order and 
a violation had been issued 
to the property’s owner, 
Audrey Realty, by the city 
Department of Buildings in 
December for “illegal tree 
removal, work without a 
permit” and “substantial 
modification of existing 
landscaping in a special 
district,” according to the 
DOB.

Ziming Shen, who 
owns the Preschool of 
America that occupies the 
farm, at 194-15 73rd Ave., 
attended the Environmen-
tal Control Board hearing 
instead of the property’s 
owner, Henry Huang, son 
of notorious Queens devel-
oper Thomas Huang.

Shen acknowledged 
that at least two trees had 

been cut down and the 
driveway had been altered, 
but insisted it was to ensure 
the safety of the children 
who attended the facility.

“We tried to do our 
best. We don’t know exactly 
what kind of special zoning 

it is,” he said. “We want to 
provide a safe environment 
for our children and par-
ents.”

It was not known how 
many trees were removed.

The Klein farm, 
Queens’ last family-owned 

working farm, sits in the 
Fresh Meadows Special 
Planned Community Pres-
ervation District, meaning 
no substantial changes can 
be made to the property 
without the consent of the 
City Planning Commis-

sion.
Shen contended the 

trees were cut down be-
cause of damage Super-
storm Sandy had caused 
and because one tree was 
hollow inside and infested 
with raccoons.

One of Shen’s employ-
ees, Stephanie Zhu, gave 
testimony at the hearing 
and said she tried to get in 
touch with city agencies to 
get permission to cut down 
the trees at the direction of 
Shen’s wife, Joanne Fan.

She claimed she spoke 
to someone at DOB on the 
phone as well as the city 
Parks Department, who 
told her she did not need 
their permission. She said 
she also sent letters to the 
two agencies requesting 
permission to cut down the 
trees. She said she did not 
follow up in person, but re-
ceived an e-mail response 
from a Parks official.

But she did not attempt 
to contact the City Planning 
Commission, which would 
be the proper authority to 

contact, said Vivian Cur-
rie, the attorney represent-
ing DOB.

“The law is pretty 
straightforward,” Currie 
said. “Before anything is 
cut, there has to be some-
thing from the City Plan-
ning Commission in terms 
of permits. None was gotten 
here and none was actually 
sought. The purported com-
munication was wrongly 
directed because the entity 
that should be spoken to is 
the City Planning Commis-
sion.”

Currie said Zhu’s com-
munications with city agen-
cies and Shen’s arguments 
were excuses but not legal 
defenses.

Shen is no stranger to 
these kinds of proceedings 
as in 2005 he was issued a 
DOB violation for failing 
to comply with a “special 
purpose district” and re-
moving trees at a property 
he owned in Staten Island, 
according to DOB records. 
He was forced to pay a $350 
penalty.

Fresh Meadows’ historic Klein farm houses Preschool of America, whose owners took responsibil-
ity for cutting down trees on the property, which is in a special preservation district. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Klein farm tenant admits to cutting down trees

Willets auto shop owners scramble to fi nd new homes

Martha Gualotuna packs up her belongings and prepares to leave 
her shop in Willets Point. Photo by Alex Robinson
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As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  St. John Cemetery  Mount St. Mary 

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

NYPTL 2/9/14
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A limited liability 
company laid claim to the 
former Parkway Hospital 
property in Forest Hills 
with a $22 million bid dur-
ing a foreclosure auction 
last month.

Joseph Risi, the ref-
eree assigned to the fore-
closure case, said five or 
six parties showed up at 
the Jan. 10 auction of the 
56,400-square-foot lot, at 70-
35 113th St.

After Auberge Grand 
Central LLC, which holds 
the mortgage on the prop-
erty,  opened with a $1,000 
bid, the price jumped to $7 
million, crept up to $8 mil-
lion and gradually climbed 
to $22 million, Risi said. 

An unidentified man 
affiliated with 70-35 113th 
Street Holdings LLC en-
tered the winning $22 mil-
lion bid, Risi said. The ref-
eree said he was not aware 
of what the LLC planned to 

do with the property, but 
that it had deposited a 10 
percent down payment, as 
required, and appeared to 
be on track to close on the 
sale.

Ann Hsiung, an attor-
ney representing the LLC 
in the foreclosure, said she 
was not authorized to speak 
with the media.

As of Wednesday, the 
state did not yet have re-
cords of the LLC’s forma-
tion on hand and the name 
of the potential new owner 
was not known.

Risi said the difference 
between the $22 million bid 
and the $14,862,239.38 a pre-
vious referee determined 
the hospital owed Auberge 
would be handed over to 
the city Department of Fi-
nance.

Both Parkway Acqui-
sition I LLC, which repre-
sents the original hospital, 
and Auberge, which holds 
the debt, could lay claim 
to the money and ask the 

court to intervene, he said.
Since the state Com-

mission on Healthcare Fa-
cilities shut the hospital in 
2008, the Forest Hills build-
ing has racked up 14 open 
violations with the city De-
partment of Buildings and 
seven with the city Envi-
ronmental Control Board.

Typically fees from 

building violations are 
paid for with the purchase 
money, Risi said.

Currently Parkway 
Acquisition I has a $10,700 
tab for infractions that 
range from failing to main-
tain the building exterior 
because of bulging bricks 
to not having its elevator 
annually inspected, accord-

ing to the DOB website.
Since 2008, Parkway’s 

owner and chief executive 
officer, Dr. Robert Aquino, 
lost the battle to reopen it 
as creditors began pursu-
ing him for unpaid debts.

Aquino filed a lawsuit 
in 2009 against then-state 
Assemblyman Anthony 
Seminerio and former Ja-
maica Hospital CEO David 

Rosen, accusing them of 
setting Parkway up to fail 
after Rosen bribed Semi-
nerio to support Jamaica 
Hospital in the state Leg-
islature.  Seminerio died 
in prison and Rosen was 
sentenced to a three-year 
prison term for bribery.

Aquino later pleaded 
guilty to federal bribery 
charges stemming from his 
attempts to pay state Sen. 
Carl Kruger $60,000 in ex-
change for Kruger lobbying 
to revive Parkway. He was 
sentenced to four months in 
prison.

Aquino and Parkway’s 
attorney did not respond to 
requests for comment.

Following a foreclo-
sure judgment issued May 
6, Parkway Acquisition 
filed for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy protection from 
creditors June 17, 2013.

The bankruptcy case 
was dismissed, paving the 
way for the Jan. 10 auction.

A limited liability corporation successfully bid $22 million for the 
old Parkway Hospital property in an auction last month.

Parkway Hospital auctioned for $22M to LLC

ROBERT AQUINO
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
Up to 12 months 0% interest free fi nancing 

See store for details.

On-Site Doctors • Eye Exams • Eyeglasses 
Contact Lenses • Bifocal Lenses • 1 Hour Service

Vision Plans Accepted • Sunglasses
Lowest Price Guarantee

Bay Terrace Shopping Center • 211-51 26 Avenue • Bayside 
718.631.3699 • www.cohensfashionoptical.com

FLEX SPENDING
Use it or lose it!

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier• 
Versace• 
Tiff any• 
Coach• 
Giorgio Armani• 
BVLGARI• 
Gucci• 
Fendi• 
Prada• 
Dior• 
And More!• 

Some restrictions apply. See store for details. In stock items only. Off er ends February 28, 2014 B.T.

$100 OFF

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends February 28, 2014.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. Off er ends February 28, 2014.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends February 28, 2014.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Includes: EYE EXAM, No-Line Bifocal Lenses & Frame Includes: EYE EXAM & 2 Boxes of LensesIncludes: EYE EXAM,  Frame & Lenses

Prescription glasses 
plus FREE Designer 
sunglasses from 
select group
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Three former New 
York residents pleaded 
guilty Monday to murder-
ing two members of a rival 
street gang and dumping 
their bodies behind a Ridge-
wood warehouse in 2004, 
federal prsecutors said.

Alvaro “Boobi” 
Cabral, 28, and Jason “J-
Live” Cabral, 36, brothers 
involved with the Ñetas 
street gang, pleaded guilty 
to luring Anthony Marca-
no, a Latin Kings member, 
to a Long Island house Aug. 
10, 2004, where they bound 
Marcano and “pee wee” 
Latin Kings member Fabi-
an Mestres with duct tape 
and stole their drugs, mon-
ey and jewelry, according 
to the U.S. attorney’s office 
for the Eastern District.

The Ñetas stuffed 
the Latin Kings into the 
trunk of a car and drove to 

a Ridgewood parking lot, 
where they fatally shot the 
two 17-year-olds, the U.S. at-
torney’s office said.

Stephanie “Sicily” 
DiCarlo-Cabral, 29, an as-
sociate of the Ñetas gang, 
pleaded guilty to robbery 
and using a firearm in con-
nection with it, , prosecu-
tors said.

Her attorney, Lee 
Ginsberg, said that un-
der DiCarlo-Cabral’s plea 
agreement, authorities de-
termined that she played a 
minor role.

“She wasn’t accused 
of doing anything directly 
to the victims. She wasn’t 
even accused of being pres-
ent when the victims were 
shot. She was a co-conspir-
ator,” Ginsberg said, not-
ing that she pleaded guilty 
to possessing the gun and 
knowing of the others’ 
plans to use it in the rob-
bery. 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The hard-driving prin-
cipal of PS/IS 49 in Middle 
Village plans to retire be-
fore the end of the academic 
year after a teacher filed a 
suit accusing him of forc-
ing her to resign.

Anthony Lombardi, 55, 
said he had an ally in former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
administration and began 
thinking about switching 
to the private sector as the 
end of Bloomberg’s term ap-
proached. He said he has de-
layed retiring until March 
3 to help the Middle Village 
school plan an expansion.

During his 17 years at 
PS/IS 49, Lombardi made 
headlines for aggressively 
weeding out teachers he 
deemed ineffective and 
acting as a prototype for 
Bloomberg’s move to give 
principals more hiring 
power.

But the principal is 
now facing a civil lawsuit 
filed by a former PS/IS 49 
teacher in December charg-
ing him with forcing her to 
give up her job after she 
ignored his advances and 
sexual harassment.

Lombardi, an Astoria 
native now living in Ridge-
wood, said the federal suit 
had no bearing on his deci-
sion.

“I’m looking forward 
to getting all the facts out to 
the public,” Lombardi said, 
noting that the city is not 

investigating the allega-
tions. “This was my life. I 
enjoyed every day of work, 
even the tough ones.”

He has no immediate 
job plans.

After starting as a pub-
lic school teacher  in 1984, 
Lombardi became assistant 
principal of PS 61 in Corona 
in 1990 and took the helm of 
PS/IS 49 in 1998. Because 
he believed the school was 
underperforming, Lom-
bardi immediately began 
beefing up professional de-
velopment and observing 
staff to ensure the training 
was implemented.

At times he convened a 
hiring committee because 
it gave Lombardi some con-
trol over personnel deci-
sions during a time when 

the city permitted teach-
ers to transfer into schools 
with vacancies without in-
terviewing for the jobs. He 
went on to help Bloomberg’s 
team revise teachers’ con-
tracts to give principals au-
tonomy in hiring.

Lombardi said these 
tactics led the school to be-
come one of the most 200 
improved in the state and 
a state-designated reward 
school. He also shed staff 
from PS/IS 49.

“The UFT, they’re 
probably happy he’s leav-
ing,” PTA President Alicia 
Vaichunas said. “If a teach-
er makes a mistake, he’s go-
ing to call you out on it .... 
He’s demanding. He wants 
success.”

Lombardi incorporat-

ed Friday assemblies into 
PS/IS 49, at 63-60 80th St.. 
During these 50-minute ses-
sions, teachers have time to 
plan and collaborate while 
the principal discusses 
news and student behavior 
with their pupils.

“It’s part of developing 
good citizenship,” he said.

PS/IS 49‘s integration 
of art and music into other 
academic subjects has been 
a hit with parents. Lom-
bardi praised a sixth-grade 
architecture program that 
has students study the in-
dustry’s history, from an-
cient Roman developments 
to the modern era, while 
learning about correspond-
ing eras in world history 
and practicing proportion, 
ratio and other math skills.

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown discusses two bodies 
found bound with duct tape in a Ridgewood parking lot Aug. 11, 
2004.

PS/IS 49 Principal Anthony Lombardi is slated to retire March 3. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Brothers plead guilty
in 2004 gang slayings

PS/IS 49 to lose principal
Lombardi steps down amid suit fi led by teacher who left MidVil school
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

DOG TRAINING
ALL BREEDS PUPPY TRAINING

PET SPA RESORT & DOG TRAINING ACADEMY
1870 Grand Avenue, Baldwin, NY 11510

PET BOARDING
PET SPA RESORT 

drawing over a million 
spectators to Fifth Avenue 
every March, it has also 
been divisive. The Hiber-
nian Order won a court 
battle in 1993 barring the 
LGBT community from 
marching with banners 
and signs. The mayor said 
he has never marched in 
the St. Patrick’s Parade 
as an elected official. Da-
vid Dinkins boycotted 
the parade in ‘93 and ‘94 
while Mayors Giuliani 
and Bloomberg marched 
every year they were in 
office.

“I am very proud of 
Mayor de Blasio’s deci-
sion to not march in the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
in Manhattan,” Dromm 
said. “Unlike in Ireland, 
the organizers of the 
Fifth Avenue parade have 
discriminated against 
LGBT people year after 
year. That is simply unac-
ceptable.”

The 15th annual St. 
Pat’s For All Parade route 

runs along Skillman Ave-
nue starting in Sunnyside 
Gardens and finishing in 
Woodside, right through 
the neighborhood of 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).  

“He’s been in our pa-
rade before as a Council 
member and as the public 
advocate,” Van Bramer 
said. “I think it’ll be a lot 
of fun to have him here as 
mayor. I think that’s ter-
rific.” 

 Dromm and Van 
Bramer are the two 
openly gay member of the 
Council.

Astoria resident 
Brendan Fay, the founder 
and co-chair of the St. 
Pat’s For All Parade, was 
thrilled to hear that the 
mayor would march in 
Sunnyside.

“Well, that is ground-
breaking news — wow!” 
Fay said. “This is exciting 
and heartening. We are 
delighted that the mayor 
of the city will march with 
us and as mayor he gets to 
lead us all in the only all-
welcoming and inclusive 
St. Patrick’s Day parade.”

government accounts for 
and spends that money.

Several of the com-
mittee members belong to 
the Council’s Progressive 
Caucus and were upset 
over comments Galante 
made — which he has since 
apologized for — about his 
janitorial staff.

One lawmaker asked if 
the library president felt he 
should make more than the 
mayor.

“I think the mayor 
has a bigger job than mine. 
I think whoever sets his 
salary might ... no, I’m not 
going to go there,” Galante 
said. “I’ll tell you what I 
would say, because I don’t 
set my compensation. The 
board does. You need to 
make sure that for any 
business, any education in-
stitution, any government 
that you’ve got good leader-
ship, strong management. 
Because you get what you 
pay for.”

For the most part, 
Galante stuck to facts and 

praised the good works of 
the library and its staff, 
but one slip-up put him in 
hot water in the politically 
charged atmosphere.

While discussing his 
compensation Galante said, 
“I’ve got kids to put through 
college, and what have you, 
just like everybody else,” a 
statement several members 
took umbrage with.

The most combative 
member was Councilwom-

an Helen Rosenthal (D-
Manhattan), who badgered 
Galante as he responded 
to questions about his con-
tract and the number of 
janitorial positions that 
were outsourced.

“For a guy who makes 
over $400,000 a year, I think 
you should know these 
numbers,” she told him.

The nonprofit’s CEO 
did get a bit of a breather 
from Councilwoman Lau-

rie Cumbo (D-Brooklyn), 
who before her election to 
public office founded and 
directed an African art 
museum.

She said she felt a kin-
ship with Galante, and 
pointed out compensation 
policies of the Queen Li-
brary are not unique to the 
nonprofit world.

“It seems to me that 
these are more systemic 
issues,” she said. “It’s part 
of a much larger issue 
than what’s happening at 
this particular time. What 
you’re describing here to-
day are practices that are 
kept throughout the en-
tire New York City area 
throughout many non-for-
profits.”

While city budget 
cuts over the past several 
years took their toll on the 
library’s operating budget 
— which pays for things 
like books, electricity bills 
and salaries — the library’s 
capital budget remained 
“robust,” Galante said, 
and the nonprofit took the 
opportunity to renovate 
a number of its facilities 
across the borough.

Continued from Page 1 

Parade
Continued from Page 1 

Galante

Members of a City Council oversight committee grilled Queens 
Library President Tom Galante (shown in a file photo) during a 
hearing Wednesday.
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64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth | 718.672.9696 | Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com

O’NEILL’S
Valentine’s Day 

Friday, Feb.14th

Come Join us For

Special Valentine’s Day Menu

Treat that special someone to a magnificent  
dinner, in a romantic setting. And at a price that 

won’t break your budget!

We’ll also have Guys-Night-Out/Girls-Night-Out 
“Lonely Hearts” bar specials for groups who just 

want to celebrate being single!

Complimentary Valentine’s Favors
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 

aro, the Fresh Meadows 
Democrat who chaired the 
Environmental Protection 
Committee, received high 
praise from the New York 
League of Conservation 
Voters advocacy group on 
its annual environmental 
scorecard for their across-
the-board backing of more 
than a dozen green bills 
last year.

The report said the two 
“deserve enormous credit 
not only for the quality of 
their work but also for their 
professionalism and re-
markable work ethic, down 
to their last days in office.”

But three borough law-
makers were not so kind to 
the Big Apple environment, 
as far as their voting re-
cords — or lack thereof — 
were concerned.

Council members Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), 

Dan Halloran (R-Bayside) 
and Julissa Ferreras (D-
East Elmhurst) each re-
ceived a score of 76 on the 
league’s report card — the 
lowest mark handed out in 
the entire City Council.

Each of the lawmakers 
voted against the contro-
versial bill to charge a fee 
for plastic bags and missed 
three other votes, though 
the poor marks may have 
had more to do with sched-
uling than environmental 
views.

The environmental 
group pointed out that Fer-
reras missed her three votes 
while away on maternity 
leave, and Vallone signed 
on as a sponsor to all three 
of the bills he missed.

On the other end of the 
spectrum, four borough 
lawmakers earned per-
fect scores of 100: Council 
members Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village), 
Danny Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), Peter Koo (D-

Flushing) and Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

Council members 
Gennaro, Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills), Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park), Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) and Ruben Wills (D-
Jamaica) each earned a 94 
on their report cards.

Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) 
received a grade of 91 and 
former Councilman Leroy 
Comrie got a mark of 88.

Overall, the average 
score for an individual 
Council member was 91, 
and the league pointed out 
that the members of the 
new leadership team, in-
cluding Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhat-
tan), scored highly.

“This bodes well for 
the environmental move-
ment in this new era of 
city leadership,” New York 
League of Conservation 
Voters President Marcia 
Bystryn said.

Continued from Page 1 

Green

“I was 9 when cancer 
claimed my mother and 
I thought of the millions 
that have died needlessly 
since,” Throop said. “The 
message is to get out and 
walk and make sure that 
you drink a lot of water. Ev-
eryone should try to live a 
healthier life.”

The walk was sup-
posed to end with a visit to 
the White House last year, 
but Throop decided to con-
tinue his walking to the 
Northeast to further spread 
his message.

“I’m single without 
the three-M’s — marriage, 

mortgage and munchkins 
— and that gave me a flexi-
bility to continue,” he said.

Throop said he was 
happy to see the sights of 
Long Island City.

“The architecture is 
amazing, gorgeous glass 
and steel high-rises sur-
rounded by warehouses 
and cobblestone streets. It’s 
unlike anything I’ve seen 
and the view of Manhattan 
from Gantry [State Park] 
is really spectacular,” he 
said.

Throop managed secu-
rity for high-rise buildings 
before giving up his career. 
He said he has exhausted 
his life savings during the 
trek and depends on the 
kindness of strangers for 

food and lodging.
During the weekend 

he was given a room free 
of charge at the Wyndham 
Garden Hotel, on Vernon 
Boulevard, and fed meals 
at Rio Grande, at 39-05 29th 
St. in Long Island City, and 
Duzan, at 24-11 Steinway St. 
in Astoria.

Throop enjoyed a meal 
last week at John Brown’s 
Smokehouse, at 10-43 44th 
Drive, so much that he ac-
cepted an invitation to re-
turn and watch his Seattle 
Seahawks win the Super 
Bowl Sunday.

“I guess if you walk 
here from Seattle, you can 
have a free meal or two, for 
sure,” John Brown’s owner 
Josh Bowen said.

Continued from Page 1 

Throop
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Authentic German
Dining & Experience

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

Located Right Next to Our Stammtisch Pork Store

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Goulash Soup or Salad

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE
Served with Homefried Potatoes.
Choice of Pork or Chicken Cutlet:

Wienerschnitzel
traditional breaded cutlet, served with lemon

Wienerschnitzel ala Holstein
with an egg, capers and anchovie (optional)

Jägerschnitzel
mushroom sauce, house favorite

Zigeunerschnitzel
onion, pepper, paprika sauce

Schnitzel Hawaii
pineapple, curryrahm sauce, ham and cheese

Pfe�erschnitzel
light peppercorn cream sauce

FOR DESSERT
Homemade Rice Pudding

with meringue topping
Co�ee or �ea
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