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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A limited liability company 
laid claim to the former Parkway 
Hospital property in Forest Hills 
with a $22 million bid during a 
foreclosure auction last month.

Joseph Risi, the referee as-
signed to the foreclosure case, 
said five or six parties showed 
up at the Jan. 10 auction of the 
56,400-square-foot lot, at 70-35 
113th St.

After Auberge Grand Central 
LLC, which holds the mortgage 
on the property,  opened with a 
$1,000 bid, the price jumped to $7 
million, crept up to $8 million and 
gradually climbed to $22 million, 
Risi said. 

An unidentified man affili-
ated with 70-35 113th Street Hold-
ings LLC entered the winning $22 
million bid, Risi said. The referee 
said he was not aware of what 
the LLC planned to do with the 
property, but that it had deposited 
a 10 percent down payment, as 
required, and appeared to be on 
track to close on the sale.

Ann Hsiung, an attorney rep-
resenting the LLC in the foreclo-
sure, said she was not authorized 
to speak with the media.

As of Wednesday, the state 
did not yet have records of the 
LLC’s formation on hand and the 
name of the potential new owner 
was not known.

Risi said the difference be-

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Many Willets Point business 
owners have been left without 
a home after they surrendered 
their auto shops’ properties to 
meet a deadline that passed last 
weekend.

Dozens of auto repair shops 
and junk yards that have occu-
pied the blighted area for decades 
have been moved out in order to 
make room for the first phase of 
a $3 billion redevelopment, which 
will transform Willets Point into 
a new neighborhood with a mega 
mall.

The city offered businesses a 
payment worth six months’ rent 
if they agreed to sign a settlement 
that they would leave by Jan. 31.  
The city planned to take their 
keys Monday.

Martha Gualotuna has 
owned her store, Emanual Corp., 
which fixes and paints cars, for 
more than 10 years. She was the 
last shop on her row to stay until 
the last day.

She signed a settlement 
agreeing to move her business in 
exchange for a payment worth six 
months of her rent, but she said 
she felt pressured by the city’s 
lawyer to sign. She said she was 
also worried she might later lose 
her business to the city in court 
and leave with nothing.

She packed up her belong-
ings and shut the doors of her 

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50

FAREWELL, COACH

Campus Magnet basketball coach, Charles Granby, is surrounded by trophies and plaques in his Jamaica apart-
ment. Granby, who has led the team for the past 45 seasons, is retiring. See story on Page 47. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Parkway auctioned for $22M
Referee says foreclosed hospital property went to a limited liability company
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Three former New 
York residents pleaded 
guilty Monday to murder-
ing two members of a rival 
street gang and dumping 
their bodies behind a Ridge-
wood warehouse in 2004, 
federal prsecutors said.

Alvaro “Boobi” 
Cabral, 28, and Jason “J-
Live” Cabral, 36, brothers 
involved with the Ñetas 
street gang, pleaded guilty 
to luring Anthony Marca-
no, a Latin Kings member, 
to a Long Island house Aug. 
10, 2004, where they bound 
Marcano and “pee wee” 
Latin Kings member Fabi-
an Mestres with duct tape 
and stole their drugs, mon-
ey and jewelry, according 
to the U.S. attorney’s office 
for the Eastern District.

The Ñetas stuffed 
the Latin Kings into the 
trunk of a car and drove to 
a Ridgewood parking lot, 
where they fatally shot the 
two 17-year-olds, the U.S. at-

torney’s office said.
Stephanie “Sicily” 

DiCarlo-Cabral, 29, an as-
sociate of the Ñetas gang, 
pleaded guilty to robbery 
and using a firearm in con-
nection with it, , prosecu-
tors said.

Her attorney, Lee 
Ginsberg, said that un-
der DiCarlo-Cabral’s plea 
agreement, authorities de-
termined that she played a 
minor role.

“She wasn’t accused 
of doing anything directly 
to the victims. She wasn’t 
even accused of being pres-
ent when the victims were 
shot. She was a co-conspir-
ator,” Ginsberg said, not-
ing that she pleaded guilty 
to possessing the gun and 
knowing of the others’ 
plans to use it in the rob-
bery. 

Ginsberg said DiCarlo-
Cabral, her husband Jason 
Cabral and his brother 
moved from the metro area 
to Florida a while after the 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The hard-driving prin-
cipal of PS/IS 49 in Middle 
Village plans to retire be-
fore the end of the academic 
year after a teacher filed a 
suit accusing him of forc-
ing her to resign.

Anthony Lombardi, 55, 
said he had an ally in former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
administration and began 
thinking about switching 
to the private sector as the 
end of Bloomberg’s term ap-
proached. He said he has de-
layed retiring until March 
3 to help the Middle Village 
school plan an expansion.

During his 17 years at 
PS/IS 49, Lombardi made 
headlines for aggressively 
weeding out teachers he 
deemed ineffective and 
acting as a prototype for 
Bloomberg’s move to give 
principals more hiring 
power.

But the principal is 
now facing a civil lawsuit 
filed by a former PS/IS 49 
teacher in December charg-
ing him with forcing her to 
give up her job after she 
ignored his advances and 
sexual harassment.

Lombardi, an Astoria 
native now living in Ridge-
wood, said the federal suit 
had no bearing on his deci-
sion.

“I’m looking forward 
to getting all the facts out to 
the public,” Lombardi said, 
noting that the city is not 
investigating the allega-
tions. “This was my life. I 
enjoyed every day of work, 
even the tough ones.”

He has no immediate 
job plans.

After starting as a pub-
lic school teacher  in 1984, 
Lombardi became assistant 
principal of PS 61 in Corona 
in 1990 and took the helm of 
PS/IS 49 in 1998. Because 
he believed the school was 
underperforming, Lom-
bardi immediately began 
beefing up professional de-
velopment and observing 
staff to ensure the training 
was implemented.

At times he convened a 
hiring committee because 
it gave Lombardi some con-
trol over personnel deci-
sions during a time when 
the city permitted teach-
ers to transfer into schools 
with vacancies without in-
terviewing for the jobs. He 
went on to help Bloomberg’s 
team revise teachers’ con-
tracts to give principals au-

tonomy in hiring.
Lombardi said these 

tactics led the school to be-
come one of the most 200 
improved in the state and 
a state-designated reward 
school. He also shed staff 
from PS/IS 49.

“The UFT, they’re 
probably happy he’s leav-
ing,” PTA President Alicia 
Vaichunas said. “If a teach-
er makes a mistake, he’s go-
ing to call you out on it .... 
He’s demanding. He wants 
success.”

Lombardi incorporat-
ed Friday assemblies into 
PS/IS 49, at 63-60 80th St.. 
During these 50-minute ses-
sions, teachers have time to 
plan and collaborate while 
the principal discusses 
news and student behavior 
with their pupils.

“It’s part of developing 
good citizenship,” he said.

PS/IS 49‘s integration 
of art and music into other 
academic subjects has been 
a hit with parents. Lom-
bardi praised a sixth-grade 
architecture program that 
has students study the in-
dustry’s history, from an-
cient Roman developments 
to the modern era, while 
learning about correspond-
ing eras in world history 
and practicing proportion, 
ratio and other math skills.

Lombardi extended 
the school day by an hour 
for middle-school students 
and implemented a Satur-
day academy for at-risk pu-
pils and those who wish to 
learn instruments.

The campus expanded 
by 30,000 square feet and be-
gan adding middle-school 
grades five years ago. But 
Lombardi said overcrowd-

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown discusses two bodies 
found bound with duct tape in a Ridgewood parking lot Aug. 11, 
2004.

PS/IS 49 Principal Anthony Lombardi is slated to retire March 3. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Brothers plead guilty
in 2004 gang slayings

PS/IS 49 to lose principal
Lombardi steps down amid suit fi led by teacher who left MidVil school

Continued on Page 50
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BY BILL PARRY

A man walked off the Queens-
boro Bridge and into Long Island 
City last Thursday as he began 
the final stretch  of a four-year, 
cross-country odyssey. 

George Throop, 38, is wrap-
ping up his 5,000-mile Walk 
Across America tour that began 
in September 2009.

“I’ve taken millions of steps 
to inspire people to take steps for-
ward towards having healthier 
lifestyles,” he said.

Throop started his walk of 
inspiration in his hometown of 
Vancouver, Wash. In each town 
he stopped and met with children, 
church groups and seniors pro-
moting a healthy lifestyle after 
his mother Barbara Ann died of 
bone cancer at the age of 33.

“I was 9 when cancer claimed 
my mother and I thought of the 
millions that have died needless-
ly since,” Throop said. “The mes-
sage is to get out and walk and 
make sure that you drink a lot of 

water. Everyone should try to live 
a healthier life.”

The walk was supposed to 
end with a visit to the White 
House last year, but Throop de-
cided to continue his walking to 
the Northeast to further spread 
his message.

“I’m single without the three-
M’s — marriage, mortgage and 
munchkins — and that gave me a 
flexibility to continue,” he said.

Throop said he was happy to 
see the sights of Long Island City.

“The architecture is amaz-
ing, gorgeous glass and steel 
high-rises surrounded by ware-
houses and cobblestone streets. 
It’s unlike anything I’ve seen and 
the view of Manhattan from Gan-
try [State Park] is really spectac-
ular,” he said.

Throop managed security 
for high-rise buildings before giv-
ing up his career. He said he has 
exhausted his life savings during 
the trek and depends on the kind-
ness of strangers for food and 
lodging.

During the weekend he was 
given a room free of charge at the 
Wyndham Garden Hotel, on Ver-
non Boulevard, and fed meals at 
Rio Grande, at 39-05 29th St. in 

Long Island City, and Duzan, at 
24-11 Steinway St. in Astoria.

Throop enjoyed a meal last 
week at John Brown’s Smoke-
house, at 10-43 44th Drive, so 

much that he accepted an invita-
tion to return and watch his Seat-
tle Seahawks win the Super Bowl 
Sunday.

“I guess if you walk here from 
Seattle, you can have a free meal 
or two, for sure,” John Brown’s 
owner Josh Bowen said.

When Throop ends his ad-
venture at the east end of Long Is-
land in two weeks, he said, “I will 
answer my girlfriend Rocio’s call 
to move in with her and resume a 
normal life.”

The couple met when Rocio, 
a professor at Georgia State Uni-
versity, hosted him for a night in 
Atlanta two years ago. Eventual-
ly, the couple plans to move to the 
Pacific Northwest, where Throop 
will write his memoir about the 
walk and his philosophy of life.

The book is tentatively titled 
“Die Smiling.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718.260.4538.

George Throop stops walking long enough to take in the sights of Manhattan’s 
skyline from Gantry State Park. Photo by Bill Parry

Man on a long cancer awareness mission visits LIC
George Throop is walking across country to teach Americans the benefi ts of healthy lifestyles
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
Curtis Sliwa’s love-

spurned ex-wife claimed in 
court papers last week that 
the Guardian Angel and 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz concocted an unbeliev-
able story about the method 
by which the Queens politi-
cian conceived her children 
in order to pull a fast one on 
borough voters.

 In a lengthy and color-
fully worded lawsuit filed 
against the beret-wearing 
radio host and the Queens 
Democrat, Mary Sliwa as-
serted that a 2012 exclu-
sive in the New York Post 
revealing Curtis Sliwa to 
be the father of Katz’s two 
young boys was planted by 
the couple as a way to boost 
her political profile as she 
prepared to run for bor-
ough president.

Katz served in the 
state Assembly and the 
City Council, where she 
headed the powerful Land 
Use Committee.  She also 
worked in Queens Borough 
Hall before taking some 
time out of the public eye to 
raise her young children.

“That awful story was 
designed to conceal the 
truth, to legitimize their af-
fair and to dupe the Queens 
electorate so that Melinda 
Katz’s political career was 
not derailed by these delib-
erate out-of-wedlock births 
and the circumstances sur-
rounding them,” Mary Sli-
wa wrote in court filings, 
which seek to recoup some 

of the $518,000 Curtis paid 
to Katz in child support 
since 2008.

A spokesman for Katz 
said Mary Sliwa’s motiva-
tion for the suit was to gain 
leverage in a separate Fam-
ily Court case against Cur-
tis seeking payments from 
their divorce settlement.

“The only thing that 
should matter in this situ-
ation is protecting the chil-
dren affected, something 
Curtis’s ex-wife clearly 
cares nothing about,” 
spokesman Nathan Smith 
said. “Mary is only driven 
by greed and when she 
can’t extract more money 
from Curtis she lashes out 
about ancient history. She 
should be ashamed.”

Katz gave birth to her 
first son, Carter, in 2008 
and two years later she had 
her second, Hunter, claim-
ing after both deliveries 
that her sons were con-
ceived using frozen sperm 
from a former, unnamed 
boyfriend.

The two told the Post 
they first met in 1993 when 
then 27-year-old Katz was 
making her first bid for 
state Assembly and later 
began dating casually.

It was in 1998, the pair 
claimed, that Katz asked 
Sliwa to make a sperm 
donation after she had an 
ovary removed.

The couple told the 
newspaper they had drifted 
apart by 2000 when Sliwa 
married his third wife, 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Borough President 

Melinda Katz said she sup-
ported Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s plan to drop the city’s 
appeal to the federal stop-
and-frisk case.

“It is critical that we 
restore trust and faith in 
every community in this 
city and begin to repair 
relationships,” she said. 
“With effective community 
policing, New York can re-
main the safest big city in 
this country, while serving 
all of its residents with re-
spect.”

Calling it a “defining 
moment” for the five bor-
oughs, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio announced last week 
his administration was 
dropping the appeal filed 
by his predecessor in the 
city’s long-running stop-
and-frisk case, laying the 
groundwork for a court-ap-
pointed monitor to oversee 
reforms to the NYPD for 
three years.

“This is a defining mo-
ment in our history. It’s a 
defining moment for mil-
lions of our families, es-
pecially those with young 

men of color,” de Blasio 
said at a news conference 
in the Brownsville sec-
tion of Brooklyn, which 
along with Queens neigh-
borhoods such as Jack-
son Heights, Corona and 
Jamaica had experienced 
historically high levels of 
stops under Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s 12 years in of-
fice.

“And it will lay the 
foundation for not only 

keeping us the safest big 
city in America, but mak-
ing us safer still,” de Bla-
sio added. “This will be 
one city, where everyone’s 
rights are respected and 
where police and commu-
nity stand together to con-
front violence.”

The city’s police 
unions still have a stake in 
the case, and they have un-
til Feb. 7 to respond to the 
city’s motion to drop the 

appeal.
Patrick Lynch, presi-

dent of the Patrolmen’s Be-
nevolent Association, said 
the union still views the 
ruling with skepticism but 
did not say whether or not it 
would pursue further legal 
action.

“We continue to have 
serious concerns about how 
these remedies will impact 
our members and the abil-
ity to do their jobs,” he said. 
“Our goal is to continue to 
be involved in the process 
in order to give voice to 
our members and to make 
every effort to ensure that 
their rights are protected.”

In the city’s agreement 
with the Center for Consti-
tutional Rights, the civil 
rights group that filed the 
lawsuit, the independent 
monitor appointed to over-
see reforms to the NYPD’s 
practices will watch over 
the department for three 
years, given the city sub-
stantially complies with 
the reforms.

The monitor and the 
police will reach out to 
communities in a series of 
forums to seek input on the 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Public housing ten-

ants in southeast Queens 
have long suspected their 
neglected apartments may 
have something to do with 
increased asthma rates and 
possibly even cancer, and 
now one lawmaker wants 
to send the state on a fact-
finding mission to see if 
those theories are true.

Inside her Baisley 
Park Houses apartment, 
Bonita Guin said she does 
not know what her home’s 
living conditions do to her 
3-year-old son living with 
cancer, but it cannot be 
good.

“It probably has an ef-
fect on him,” she said. “I’m 

angry. It’s scary.”
Guin and some other 

400,000 New York City 
Housing Authority resi-
dents won a victory late last 

year when the city settled a 
lawsuit agreeing to do a bet-
ter job removing mold from 
public housing apartments.

The National Center 

for Law and Economic 
Justice and the National 
Resources Defense Council 
argued that NYCHA sim-
ply bleached and painted 
over moldy walls and cited 
a study that found children 
living in the city’s public 
housing had asthma rates 
nearly two times higher 
than those living in other 
situations.

State Sen. James Sand-
ers (D-Ozone Park) and the 
progressive organizing 
group New York Communi-
ties for Change  toured the 
Baisley Park Houses last 
week where, in addition to 
the mold, posters warn resi-
dents about asbestos abate-
ment.

State Sen. James Sanders, Jr. (c.) meets with residents outside 
South Jamaica’s Baisley Park Houses to discuss legislation he is 
proposing to provide oversight of health issues at public housing. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Mayor Bill de Blasio, shown in a file photo with Police 
Commissioner Bill Bratton, announces the city will drop its 
challenge to a federal court’s ruling on stop-and-frisk. 

AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Details of the relationship between Curtis Sliwa and Borough 
President Melinda Katz are revealed in a lawsuit filed by Sliwa’s 
ex-wife.

Sanders seeks more NYCHA oversight

Mayor drops frisk appeal
Police unions weigh de Blasio’s move to allow NYPD court monitor 

Ex sues Sliwa, Katz 
over support checks

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 45
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Having survived a gov-

ernment shutdown, a shoot-
ing outside the Capitol and 
a mugging, U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng’s (D-Flushing) first 
year in Congress was any-
thing but uneventful.

The freshman con-
gresswoman took office last 
year after defeating then-
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran to become New York’s 
first Asian-American mem-
ber of Congress.

“It’s been productive,” 
she said in an interview at 
the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers’ offices. “I’m incred-
ibly privileged to have this 
opportunity to represent 
a district which I love be-
cause it’s all within Queens. 
It makes it a little easier to 
advocate a lot of issues and 
legislatively we’ve gotten 
some things passed.”

She witnessed a city on 
edge as a number of events 
shook Washington in her 

first year.
In October, she en-

dured a 16-day government 
shutdown trig-
gered by Congress’ 
failure to pass leg-
islation that would 
fund government 
agencies for the 2014 fiscal 
year.

Two weeks after a 
shooting at the Washington 
Navy Yard rattled the city, 
police shot a woman who 
was driving erratically out-
side the Capitol in October.

Meng then fell victim 
to a mugging when she was 
walking home from dinner 
one evening in mid-Novem-
ber.

Her move to Washing-
ton has posed a whole new 
set of challenges for Meng, 
a mother of two young boys 
whose family has stayed in 
New York.

One of the most chal-
lenging tasks, she said, has 
been getting to know her 
Republican counterparts 

in order to push bipartisan 
approaches to governing.

“[I’ve] really been try-
ing to overcome that ste-
reotype where one party 
doesn’t work with the other 

and trying to reach across 
the aisle,” she said. “I think 
that regardless of which 
constituent you’re talking 
to, that’s one of their No. 
1 complaints  — that it’s so 

polarized.”
She said building 

bridges with other mem-
bers of Congress has re-
quired an adjustment from 
what she was used to in the 
150-member state Assem-
bly. The House of Represen-
tatives has more than 400 
members who are rarely 
all on the floor at the same 
time, except to vote.

“So you have to spend 
a lot more effort and take 
a lot more initiative to try 
to find ways to reach out to 
people,” she said.

In one such initiative, 
Meng joined a bipartisan 
Christian prayer group, 
which is frequented by a 
number of Republicans.

The congresswoman 
also started a Kids Safety 
Caucus with members of 
both parties to work on 
legislation focused on the 
safety of children.

She said she was struck 
by how well she got along 
with certain congressional 

members who are ideologi-
cal opposites.

Other than partisan-
ship, Meng said she hears 
a lot of concerns from con-
stituents about veterans 
services and immigration.

Meng said she was 
confident some form of im-
migration reform would be 
passed in the House eventu-
ally.

The U.S. Senate passed 
an immigration reform bill 
in May 2013 that would give 
undocumented immigrants 
legal status and a path to 
citizenship. The bill, how-
ever, was never brought 
before the House of Repre-
sentatives for a vote.

The congresswoman 
said she has heard rumors 
Republican leadership 
were thinking of passing 
legislation that would be in 
several bills on a piecemeal 
basis, unlike the compre-
hensive reform the Senate 
passed.

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
will march in the St. Pat’s 
For All Parade in Sunny-
side March 2, according 
to City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights). The news came 
a day after de Blasio said 
that he would not join the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade on 
Fifth Avenue because the 
events’ sponsor, the Hiber-
nian Order,  does not allow 
gay groups to participate. 

“I simply disagree 
with the organizers of that 
parade in their exclusion 
of some individuals in this 
city,“ de Blasio said during 
a press event Tuesday. 

Dromm welcomed de 
Blasio to Sunnyside with 

open arms.
“I am very proud to be 

marching with the mayor 
in the St. Pat’s For All Pa-
rade here in Queens, an 
all-inclusive event I helped 
start 15 years ago,” Dromm 
said. “St. Pat’s For All em-
bodies the true meaning of 
the day: that everyone can 
be Irish on St. Patrick’s 
Day.”

While the parade in 
Manhattan remains enor-
mously popular drawing 
over a million spectators to 
Fifth Avenue every March, 
it has also been divisive. 
The Hibernian Order won 
a court battle in 1993 bar-
ring the LGBT community 
from marching with ban-
ners and signs. The mayor 
said he has never marched 

in the St. Patrick’s Parade 
as an elected official. Da-
vid Dinkins boycotted 
the parade in ‘93 and ‘94 
while Mayors Giuliani and 
Bloomberg marched every 
year they were in office.

“I am very proud of 
Mayor de Blasio’s deci-
sion to not march in the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Manhattan,” Dromm said. 
“Unlike in Ireland, the 
organizers of the Fifth Av-
enue parade have discrimi-
nated against LGBT people 
year after year. That is sim-
ply unacceptable.”

The 15th annual St. 
Pat’s For All Parade route 
runs along Skillman Av-
enue starting in Sunnyside 
Gardens and finishing in 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 While a number of 

their colleagues got glow-
ing reviews, a trio of 
Queens City Council mem-
bers showed a duller shade 
of green when their voting 
records put them on the 
bottom of the list of envi-
ronmental causes.

Former Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn  
(D-Manhattan) and ex-
Councilman James Genn-
aro, the Fresh Meadows 
Democrat who chaired the 
Environmental Protection 
Committee, received high 
praise from the New York 
League of Conservation 
Voters advocacy group on 
its annual environmental 
scorecard for their across-

the-board backing of more 
than a dozen green bills 
last year.

The report said the two 
“deserve enormous credit 
not only for the quality of 
their work but also for their 
professionalism and re-
markable work ethic, down 
to their last days in office.”

But three borough law-

makers were not so kind to 
the Big Apple environment, 
as far as their voting re-
cords — or lack thereof — 
were concerned.

Council members Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), 
Dan Halloran (R-Bayside) 
and Julissa Ferreras (D-
East Elmhurst) each re-

Former City Council Speaker Christine Quinn and Councilman 
James Gennaro received special praise in a recent report for their 
support of environmental legislation.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng talks about her time in Washington at the 
TimesLedger Newspapers’ offices. Photo by Alex Robinson

Three boro council members 
get poor conservation marks

Mayor snubs Manhattan parade
but pledges to march in Queens

Meng looks back at fi rst year in House
NE Queens congresswoman describes her bipartisan approach to governing since move to Washington

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Former City Council-
man Dennis Gallagher, who 
represented the Middle Vil-
lage area for seven years, 
has at least one trial ahead 
of him.

After resigning his 
seat in 2008 and pleading 
guilty to sexually abusing 
a Middle Village grand-
mother in a criminal case, 
Gallagher, 48, became em-
broiled in a civil lawsuit 
filed by the victim, Jacque-
line Morrow, 57, and her 
husband.

Gallagher, who was 
first elected to the Council 
in 2001, served as the sole 
Republican from Queens in 
the 51-member body.

Queens State Supreme 
Court Judge Sidney Strauss 
previously ruled that Mor-
row did not need to estab-
lish Gallagher’s liability 
in the civil suit for  claims 
stemming from rape, forc-
ible touching, fondling, as-
sault and battery.

But Gallagher ap-
pealed this decision and 
judges determined Jan. 
29 that accountability had 
only been established for 
the misconduct the coun-
cilman pleaded guilty to or 
discussed under oath. This 
includes sexual abuse, forc-
ible touching, assault and 
battery, according to the 
Morrows’ attorney, Gerald 
Chiariello II.

To pursue money 
for damages from other 
crimes alleged in the civil 
complaint, including rape, 
false imprisonment and in-
tentional infliction of emo-
tional distress, Chiariello 
said the couple would need 
to take Gallagher to trial.

The lawyer said a jury 
would have  to be convened 
to determine how much 
the councilman should 
compensate the Morrows, 
regardless of whether they 
move to go to trial for rape 
and other charges.

“We’re not sure what 
path we’re going to take,” 

Chiariello said. “She’s up-
set at the whole process. 
She really wants to have it 
over with.”

Gallagher’s attorney, 
Keith Sullivan, did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment.

Prosecutors initially 

alleged Gallagher met Mor-
row at a bar July 8, 2007, 
and brought her back to 
his Middle Village office, 
where he raped her.

The married council-
man described the sex as 
consensual.

He later resigned as 

part of a 2008 plea deal that 
kept him out of prison and 
off the sex offender’s regis-
try.

While the criminal 
case unfolded in Queens 
Criminal Court,, Chiari-
ello said the Morrows paid 
for surgery on both of the 

grandmother’s knees, 
which he said were injured 
during the attack.

The civil suit also 
claims Morrow suffered 
“extreme physical, emo-
tional and mental distress, 
embarrassment and mental 
anguish,” some of which 
may be permanent.

Chiariello said court 
documents suggest Gal-
lagher is relying on his 
brother for financial sup-
port, which complicates his 
client’s decision.

“Would you want to 
relive that experience in 
front of six jurors if you’re 
never going to get paid?” 
Chiariello said.

The attorney said ju-
ries do not take into account 
the wealth of defendants 
when awarding verdicts.

He noted that attor-
neys typically attempt to 
seize assets and otherwise 
collect money when such a 
situation arises.

Former City Councilman Dennis Gallagher (c.) walks into court in 2007.

Gallagher faces new legal round in rape case
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Our               Low Prices &  
Our Upcoming Open House Dates:

Saturday, Feb. 8, 12pm to 3pm
Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorsports.com

718.758.7510

Aviator Sports and Events Center
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New York Hospital Queens now provides even more access to a higher level of care right here 

in Maspeth. In addition to heart and vascular care, we offer specialists in bone and joint care and 

rehabilitation, urology, pediatric gastroenterology and nutritional care – right here at Maspeth 

Multispecialty Care. 

Our team of on-site specialists is growing fast, and now includes Cardiologists Gregory Gustafson, 

M.D., Mark Balek, M.D., and Katherine Heretis, M.D., Vascular Surgeon Ankur Chawla, M.D., 

Orthopaedic Surgeons Justin A. Classie, M.D., and Annibale Pluchinotta, M.D., Urologist Farshad 

Shafizadeh, M.D., Pediatric Gastroenterologists Suma Kamath, M.D., Aaron Turkish, M.D., and 

Nutritionist Joanne Carroll, N.P. More NYHQ-affiliated physicians will join them during 2014.

Maspeth Multispecialty Care, is part of our ongoing initiative to support community access to a higher 

level of primary and specialty care services – right here in Queens, and right here in Maspeth. 

Maspeth Multispecialty Care is conveniently located at  
72-41 Grand Avenue. Call 718-458-0261 now to make an appointment. 

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call 

to (800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Maspeth
Now, more of your  
NYHQ doctors are IN …

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

ELMHURST — An Elmhurst man was 
busted by police in the Bronx for allegedly 
selling untaxed cigarettes and dodging 
more than $56,000 in taxes, the state De-
partment of Taxation and Finance said.

Investigators seized 942 cartons of out-
of-state cigarettes and $1,652 in cash from 
Hassan Aidibi, 39, who was charged with 
four felonies related to the untaxed sale of 
cigarettes, said the Department of Taxa-
tion, which announced the arrest.

Investigators believe the cigarettes 
came from six different states: Virginia, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi 
and Tennessee.

Aidibi could face a penalty ranging 
from $30 to $600 per carton, according to 

state tax law, and he is next due to appear 
in court March 11.

BELLEROSE — Police said the ex-con who escaped from 
the Creedmoor psychiatric hospital last week was picked up a 
few days later at a bus depot in Tennessee.

Raymond Morillo, 33, was awaiting extradition from 
Memphis, Tenn., after local police arrested him inside a 
Greyhound Bus terminal around 10:30 p.m. Jan. 30, the NYPD 
said.

Morillo escaped from the Creedmoor campus two days 
earlier when he swapped clothing with a friend who visited 
him.

ROCKAWAYS — A 28-year-old moth-
er was charged with beating her 2-year-
old daughter in the Arverne section of 
the Rockaways, and authorities were also 
investigating the death of another toddler 
in South Jamaica, the Queens DA said 
Wednesday.

Ashley Diaz, who was being held 
pending arraignment, allegedly told in-
vestigators that her daughter, Kevasia 
Edwards, had a seizure and fell to the 
ground in their Beach 56th Place apart-
ment at about 9:30 p.m. Monday evening, 
the DA said. 

Diaz allegedly didn’t call for help 
until after 11 p.m., and a neighbor who 
was awakened by Diaz at 11:15 p.m. said 
the child’s face was red and bruised, her 
lip bleeding and her teeth pushed in and 
jutting out in different directions, the DA 
said.

Kevasia was then rushed to St. John’s 
Episcopal Hospital, where she was pro-

nounced dead just after midnight Tues-
day, the DA said. 

Authorities said Kevasia’s body had 
old and fresh bruising on her face, legs 
and torso, two rib fractures and scarring 
on her right foot consistent with an ear-
lier burn, the DA said.

Later  Tuesday, a 2-year-old boy from 
South Jamaica who authorities said had 
bruising on his body was rushed to Ja-
maica Hospital, where he was later pro-
nounced dead, police said.

Emergency responders were called to 
his home, on 156th Street between South 
Road and 107th Avenue, at about 3:15 p.m. 
and found the unconscious toddler inside, 
police said.

A spokeswoman for the NYPD said 
the child, identified as Naizer Reid, had 
some bruising on his body.

The city’s medical examiner would 
determine Naizer’s cause of death and an 
investigation was ongoing, police said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Elmhurst man arrested over cigarette sales

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Creedmoor escapee caught in Tennessee

Investigators said they seized 942 cartons of cig-
arettes from Hassan Aidibi, who is accused of 
evading $56,220 in taxes on cigarettes he sold. 

Photo courtesy Queens DA

RAYMOND MORILLO

Rockaways, Jamaica child deaths investigated
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) is a 
Democrat’s Republican, if 
you let his colleagues tell 
it.

At Ulrich’s second 
swearing-in ceremony Jan. 
30, several Democratic 
politicians sang Ulrich’s 
praises.

While pledging to 
work with elected officials 
on both sides of the aisle, 
the councilman outlined an 
agenda emphasizing recov-
ery for those reeling from 
Superstorm Sandy and the 
recession.

But he said his bipar-
tisan nature was partially 
born out of necessity.

“I would have invited 
some other Republican 
elected officials, except 
there aren’t any left in 
Queens,” Ulrich said. “You 
don’t have to clap for that.”

Prominent Republi-
cans sitting in the audience 
were packed into the PS 
63 auditorium, including 
Queens County Conserva-
tive Committee Chairman 
Tom Long, former U.S. Rep. 
Bob Turner and ex-Republi-
can mayoral candidate Joe 
Lhota.

After speeches by 
Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhat-
tan), city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer, city Public Advo-
cate Letitia James and U.S. 
Sen. Charles Schumer (D-
N.Y.), Ulrich shed his fresh-
man title while repeating 
an oath administered by 
state Assemblyman Phil-

lip Goldfeder (D-Rockaway 
Beach).

His wife Yadira Mo-
ran-Ulrich held the Bible 
for Ulrich, 28, while their 
young daughter waved 
enthusiastically from her 
mother’s hip.

Ulrich reiterated his 
history in the district, not-
ing that 23 years ago he 
graduated from kindergar-
ten at PS 63. His kindergar-
ten teacher Barbara Mar-
tuscello laughed alongside 
the politicians as Ulrich 
read her comments on his 
kindergarten report card.

“I was always amazed 
that a young, rambunc-
tious person like me, just a 
kid from Ozone Park, could 
stand on the same stage to-
night and taken an oath of 
office,” he said. “Only in 
New York could something 
like this happen.”

This term, Ulrich will 
chair the Veterans Commit-
tee and sit on the Housing 
and Buildings, Small Busi-
ness, Environmental Pro-
tection and Recovery and 
Resiliency committees.

He plans to improve 
public transportation by 
forging a permanent ar-
rangement for Rockaway 
ferry service, expanding 
and enhancing express bus 
service and alleviating con-
gestion on Woodhaven and 
Cross Bay boulevards.

The councilman said 
he hoped to spur job growth 
by offering counseling and 
informational seminars 
on low interest loans and 
the city bidding process for 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Dozens of protesters 
took to the sidewalk Friday 
outside the office of U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) in hopes 
of persuading him to vote 
against the fast-tracking of 
the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship trade agreement that 
opponents fear would send 
thousands of American 
jobs overseas.

The group swarmed 
Crowley’s Jackson Heights 
office, at 82-11 37th Ave., 
wearing costumes and car-
rying picket signs showing 
their opposition to the TPP 
agreement, which many 
people in the crowd re-
ferred to as “NAFTA 2.0.”

President Barack 
Obama has supported the 
agreement, arguing it 
would stabilize the Ameri-
can economy by increasing 
exports and creating more 
jobs, but those against the 
pact say it would do just the 
opposite and a significant 
number of American union 
employees would lose their 
jobs in favor of outsourcing 
work to the Far East.

The protesters said 
Crowley, who serves as 
vice chairman of the Dem-
ocratic Caucus, is one of 
just a handful of congres-
sional members who have 
not yet spoken out against 
fast-tracking the agree-
ment through the House of 
Representatives, a process 
which they worry would 
take away the opportunity 
for debate or to express op-
position.

Groups of rally mem-
bers marched up and 
down the sidewalk singing 
songs, asking Crowley to 
adopt their stance on the 
issue and chanting several 
phrases, including “No 
fast-track, Crowley.”

“We want to make sure 
he votes no,” said Elliot 
Crown as he helped hand 
out signs. “We’re all differ-
ent people here, we’re not 
all the same, but we do all 
agree about the TPP. It’s got 
to stop.”

Crowley has voted 
against trade agreements 
in the past, including the 
Central American Free 
Trade Agreement and 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement, but 
those opposed to the TPP 
are growing weary over his 
hesitation to announce a 
position.

Alex Florez, spokes-
man for Crowley, pointed 
out after the rally that al-
though the measure has not 
yet come up for a vote this 
year, he did vote against 
Obama’s Trade Promotion 
Authority legislation when 
it last appeared before Con-
gress.

“One of the most im-
portant parts of his job is 
hearing from constituents 
and Congressman Crow-
ley appreciates those who 
visited his office to share 
their views,” Florez said. 
“The congressman votes 
on trade agreements based 
on their individual merits 
and their impact on jobs, 
national security and fami-
lies and communities.”

Some participants 
in the rally carried signs 
and yelled chants contend-
ing that the process of 
fast-tracking legislation 
through Congress was un-
constitutional.

Ian Gray, of the Bronx, 
said he came to the rally 
in hopes that lawmakers 
would see there are people 
against this process.

“I feel extremely 
strongly opposed to the 
idea of fast-tracking be-
cause it gives the opposi-
tion no chance to be heard,” 
said Gray. “If we can have 
a grassroots movement 
like this, hopefully it will 
catch fire. This is just one 
representative in one of-
fice in one neighborhood, 
but hopefully it gets some 

attention and it can be con-
tagious.”

Crowley did not appear 
at the rally, but protesters 
said they hoped their ef-
forts have persuaded him to 
consider all points of view 
before casting his vote.

“We have to put pres-
sure on him,” said Walter 
Ditman, who has lived in 
Crowley’s Jackson Heights 
district for more than 20 
years. “He has to walk 
the walk, not just talk the 
talk.”

A masked protester (r.) is among dozens to rally outside U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley’s office against the 
fast tracking of the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agreement. Photo by Kelsey Durham

City Councilman Eric Ulrich (r.) recites the oath of office with help 
from his family. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Crowley urged to oppose TPP
Protesters say trade agreement would drive U.S. jobs overseas to Asia

Ulrich takes oath 
as Dems applaud

Some participants wear costumes and carry signs 
showing their opposition to the TPP agreement. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham
Continued on Page 50
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BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) is renewing calls 
for the city Department of 
Transportation to make 
changes to traffic patterns 
around Broadway and 74th 
Street following the tdeath 
of a pedestrian Monday 
evening.

Martha Tibillin-
Guamug, 25, of the Bronx, 
was struck and killed by a 
Q53 bus as it made a right 
turn onto Broadway about 
6 p.m. after the snowstorm 
had ended, according to 
the NYPD. The 39-year-old 
bus driver remained at the 
scene and was not charged 
as the investigation contin-
ued,  police said.

“There has to be some-
thing done to force driv-
ers to slow down,” Dromm 
said. “We discussed a mid-
block crosswalk, but the 
DOT turned us down.”

Broadway and 74th 
Street is a transit hub where 

straphangers can catch the 
No. 7, E, F, M and R subway 
lines. There is also a busy 
bus depot at the location.

“Traffic is a nightmare 
with all the buses coming 
and going,” said a worker 
named Jose at Broadway 
Wine & Liquor, at 73-20 
Broadway. “There’s always 
people running in and out 
of traffic trying to make 
their bus or subway.”

Cristina Furlong, co-
founder of Make Queens 

Safer, a pedestrian advo-
cacy group, said the inter-
section remains a major 
concern.

“The [city] Department 
of Transportation had done 
a visioning study there and 
put up some barriers where 
you are not supposed to 
cross, but they didn’t teach 
pedestrians how to navi-
gate them,” she said.

The DOT study was 
presented to Community 
Board 3 in September 2012, 

which resulted in the rever-
sal of traffic on 37th Street 
and new street markings 
and turn restrictions along 
Broadway and Roosevelt 
Avenue.

“Clearly more needs to 
be done in that area to make 
it safer,” Dromm said.

Monday night’s colli-
sion and safety education 
will be discussed at Make 
Queens Safer’s town hall 
meeting at the Renaissance 
School, at 35-59 81st St., 
Sunday between 4 p.m. and 
6 p.m.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crow-
ley (D-Woodside) and state 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
were expected to attend 
along with representatives 
from the 108th and 115th 
precincts.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

A Q53 bus pulls fatally struck a Bronx woman, who was attempting 
to cross the street. Photo by Christina Santucci

Bronx woman killed by bus in Jax Heights

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“We always heard that Calvary Hospital was the best at treating pain. 
But we had no idea you would relieve our family’s pain as well.”

“Before my sister Cookie arrived at Calvary with terminal lung cancer, 
we suffered the excruciating pain with her each and every day. But once 
at Calvary, they did everything to relieve her pain. And because of that, 
they also relieved our anxieties and mental anguish. She was treated 
with care, sensitivity, devotion and many hugs. And so were we. In her 
final days, you gave her peace, comfort and dignity, and allowed me 
to be her sister again. We knew that you had the reputation of being 
the very best there is at treating the pain of a patient. But what we 
never knew was that you are also the best at relieving the pain that 
we, Cookie’s family, had. You will always be more than just a hospital 
to us. You will always be a member of our family. Thank you, Calvary.”

- Lonnie Weigel

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Members of a special City Council 

oversight committee on the Queens Li-
brary grilled library President Tom Galan-
te for more than two hours last Wednesday 
during a hearing on executive compensa-
tion and outsourced labor, with promises 
of more inquiries to come.

The hearing, co-chaired by Queens 
Council members Julissa Ferreras (D-
East Elmhurst) and Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), was convened in response 
to recent news articles about Galante’s 
$391,594 annual salary, his take-home car 
and renovations to the Central Library in 
Jamaica during a time when the nonprofit 
outsourced unionized custodial jobs lost 
through attrition.

“Do you believe that your compensa-
tion package is too high?” Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
asked the library’s president and CEO.

“I believe it is fair,” answered Galante, 
who said his salary was set by the library’s 
board of directors when he was hired in 
2005 based on a comparison to the earn-
ings of the heads at 30 other educational, 
arts and cultural institutions in the city.

“I believe it’s too high,” Crowley re-
sponded, adding she thought Galante’s sal-
ary should be more in line with that of a 
commissioner of a city agency.

But the Queens Library is not a city 
agency, and for about 2 1/2 hours Galante 
detailed how the independent nonprofit 
that receives the overwhelming majority 
of its funding through city government ac-
counts for and spends that money.

Several of the committee members be-
long to the Council’s Progressive Caucus 
and were upset over comments Galante 
made — which he has since apologized for 
— about his janitorial staff.

One lawmaker asked if the library 
president felt he should make more than 
the mayor.

“I think the mayor has a bigger job 
than mine. I think whoever sets his sal-
ary might ... no, I’m not going to go there,” 
Galante said. “I’ll tell you what I would say, 
because I don’t set my compensation. The 
board does. You need to make sure that for 
any business, any education institution, 
any government that you’ve got good lead-
ership, strong management. Because you 
get what you pay for.”

For the most part, Galante stuck to 
facts and praised the good works of the li-
brary and its staff, but one slip-up put him 
in hot water in the politically charged at-
mosphere.

While discussing his compensation 
Galante said, “I’ve got kids to put through 
college, and what have you, just like every-

body else,” a statement several members 
took umbrage with.

The most combative member was 
Councilwoman Helen Rosenthal (D-Man-
hattan), who badgered Galante as he re-
sponded to questions about his contract 
and the number of janitorial positions that 
were outsourced.

“For a guy who makes over $400,000 a 
year, I think you should know these num-
bers,” she told him.

The nonprofit’s CEO did get a bit of a 
breather from Councilwoman Laurie Cum-
bo (D-Brooklyn), who before her election to 
public office founded and directed an Afri-
can art museum.

She said she felt a kinship with Galan-
te, and pointed out compensation policies 
of the Queen Library are not unique to the 
nonprofit world.

“It seems to me that these are more 
systemic issues,” she said. “It’s part of a 
much larger issue than what’s happening 
at this particular time. What you’re de-
scribing here today are practices that are 
kept throughout the entire New York City 
area throughout many non-for-profits.”

While city budget cuts over the past 
several years took their toll on the library’s 
operating budget — which pays for things 
like books, electricity bills and salaries — 
the library’s capital budget remained “ro-
bust,” Galante said, and the nonprofit took 
the opportunity to renovate a number of its 
facilities across the borough.

When discussing an outdoor meeting 
space at the Central Library in Jamaica a 
news article described as a private smok-
ing space, Galante said “an idea was 
raised” during planning that the area 
could be a cost-effective use of “otherwise 
dead space” that was completed with non-
government funds.

Before leaving office last year, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg baselined libraries 
into the city budget, a move Galante said 
will allow Queens to replace a portion of 
the contract workers with full-time staff — 
that is, as long as the library’s budget holds 
steady.

Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) said Galante had a long way to go to 
restore the trust of both the public and the 
lawmakers whom he would be coming to 
for funding.

“I’m disappointed by some of your an-
swers today, to be quite honest with you,” 
he said. “This will not be the last hearing 
and this will not be the last you hear from 
us on this matter.”

Reach reporter Rich Bockmann by e-
mail at rbockmann@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4574.

Queens Library chief
questioned at hearing
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OTHER VOICES

Don’t believe right-wing lies about the left
T

imesLedger News-
papers reader Ed 
Konecnik finds it 
perturbing that some 

folks do not believe in his 
philosophical world. Since 
he refers to the U.S. Con-
stitution all the time, he is 
either a constitutional law-
yer or one of those laugh-
able right-wingers who 
carry around a pocket Con-
stitution and flash it at ev-
ery progressive they see as 
if it was a cross to vanquish 
a vampire.

I have a pocket Consti-
tution, too. The constitu-
tionality of something is de-
termined by the courts, and 

what the pocket-flashers 
or Konecnik think about 
its interpretation means 
naught. They only refer to 
it to be some kind of pseu-
do-authority on democracy 
and imagined freedoms.

His real beef with our 
system and progressive 
ideas is any “redistribution 
of wealth,” the idea Karl 
Marx used when he wrote 
about socialism. Notice how 
the righties always call pro-
gressive ideas “socialism” 
so as to conjure up the im-
age of Cold War Russia and 
how maybe one day soon, 
if we are not careful, we 
will all have to live in tiny, 

cold, state-allocated apart-
ments, drive soot-spewing 
cars, have our jobs and pay 
dictated by the state and, 
worse yet, have to wear big 
fur hats in winter. They 
think a progressive govern-
ment will lead us down this 
path.

Konecnik is peeved 
that he has to pay taxes, and 
he does not like where the 
tax money is spent. He is 
against government benev-
olence and programs that 
give those in need a help-
ing hand. In other words, 
let the needy eat cake. It is 
their fault they are needy.

It is right in charac-

ter with the right-wing 
platform of no help to pun-
ish those who do not have 
enough to get by in life and 
those who have not found a 
job in six months and need 
a few bucks to live.

The punishment is 
supposed to teach them 
a lesson and make them 
crawl out of their despera-
tion or not. Kicking some-
body when they are down 
does not help anybody.

Tyler Cassell
Flushing

LGA MAKEOVER
LaGuardia is taking a lot of heat for being the worst 

airport in America, and now the governor has joined the 
chorus of critics who trash the Queens gateway as dingy, 
obsolete and low tech.

We welcome Gov. Andrew Cuomo into the one-sided 
conversation about LGA, which opened in 1939 and ranks 
among the nation’s oldest airports. Bounded by water on 
three sides and limited to only two runways, LaGuardia 
speaks to an earlier time when 12.5 million passengers a 
year were not trying to navigate its crowded terminals.

Not surprisingly, LaGuardia is near the top of indus-
try lists for the most flight delays in the country.

In his State of the State address last month, Cuomo 
vowed to take control of the planned $3.6 billion face-lift 
for the central terminal at LaGuardia. He was clearly in-
dignant that Travel & Leisure had named LGA the nation’s 
bottom feeder in a 2012 survey.

The Port Authority appears willing to work with the 
state on bringing part of LGA into the 21st century. But 
back in 2000, when then-Mayor Rudy Giuliani tried to get 
Kennedy out from under the authority, he failed despite 
widespread support.

One can’t help but wonder if the Port Authority, now 
embroiled in the Bridgegate scandal, has been making 
mischief over the years that distracted it from focusing on 
the rehabilitation of the Queens airport.

In all fairness to LaGuardia, the new Delta terminal 
has up-to-date amenities, such as tablets spread out across 
the waiting area and some decent food alternatives in the 
dining section.

There is little disagreement over whether LGA should 
modernize and provide a fitting welcome to our fabled city, 
but a debate rages over how far the changes should go.

Global Gateway Alliance, an air travel advocacy 
group, contends LaGuardia should adopt the FAA’s Nex-
tGen system, which uses state-of-the-art air control sys-
tems to reduce delays. But Quiet Skies, a Bayside-based 
group formed after the FAA changed its flight paths from 
LaGuardia, fears NextGen would lead to even greater air-
craft noise.

Above the din one thing is certain: New Yorkers are 
a tough bunch who expect visitors to brave our older air-
ports, lug carry-ons down narrow stairways and wait in 
long lines for taxis because that is what we have always 
done.

Of course, we want an updated LaGuardia but one 
that respects its roots and is not a clone of an internation-
al newcomer. This is best done under the watchful eye of 
Cuomo, a native son of Queens.
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More action needed to stop Star Nissan violations

A
gain it has hap-
pened. I come down 
the sidewalk along 
the Clearview Ex-

pressway service road on 
my motorized scooter and 
vehicles from Star Nissan 
block my way because they 
are parked on the sidewalk. 
I, as a handicapped person 
in my 80s, have to risk my 
life and go out into the ser-
vice road, where vehicles 
are speeding off the ex-
pressway trying to make 
the light at Northern Bou-
levard.

I demand the vehicles 
be moved so I can pass 
safely. I have complained 
constantly about this — 
even met with elected lead-

ers and spoken to the police 
many times — yet the prob-
lem persists.

It is not only me that 
this affects. Pedestrians 
from the elderly grand-
mother to the child on his or 
her way to and from school 
who do not complain as I do 
have to risk their lives and 
walk into the street around 
the vehicles because of this 
business operated by people 
who do not care.

Will it take a death 
or serious injury before a 
change is seen? Vehicles 
are also parked often on the 
sidewalk in front of auto 
businesses along North-
ern Boulevard, and the 
“No Standing” zone along 

the service road next to 
the business is frequently 
blocked illegally with their 
vehicles restricting the 
flow of traffic.

Look at Nissan’s park-
ing lot, in the rear of its 
property in the residential 
area. It is only supposed to 
park 22 cars there, accord-
ing to its certificate of occu-
pancy. Yet there are always 
more vehicles than that 
squeezed into that area, 
sometimes close to 70 ve-
hicles. Local residents have 
to put up with that and it 
devalues our homes.

Violations mean noth-
ing to Star Nissan, owned 
by Mr. Koufakis. This busi-
ness owes $16,000 in city En-

vironmental Control Board 
fines, according to the city 
Department of Buildings 
website. Yet nothing hap-
pens to it. I blame the DOB 
and city Board of Standards 
and Appeals for not enforc-
ing the certificate of occu-
pancy of this business.

These agencies need to 
be investigated. They are 
useless and incompetent. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
city Public Advocate Leti-
tia James should take the 
initiative to begin an inves-
tigation.

When I go by the Dodge-
Jeep dealership, on North-
ern Boulevard and 212th 
Street, it is the same prob-
lem. Vehicles are usually 

blocking the sidewalk on 
both sides of this business, 
on 212th and 213th streets. 
Why don’t the people ticket-
ing the parked cars, whose 
time has expired on 213th 
Street, issue violations to 
the Dodge-Jeep people for 
blocking the sidewalk?

I have seen these meter 
people pass right by vehi-
cles blocking the sidewalk 
by this business. More po-
lice action is needed on 
both car dealerships.

What disturbs me is 
the lack of respect these 
and some other local busi-
nesses have for the commu-
nity where they operate and 
make their money. They 
flaunt the law continuously 

and they have no regard for 
the safety or rights of their 
neighbors. I believe there is 
a racial component to these 
problems. Many people liv-
ing in this area are people 
of color.

This behavior has to 
change and these business-
es and the city agencies 
must be held accountable 
for these transgressions. If 
all else fails, the businesses 
should be padlocked and 
put out of business.

Mandingo Osceola Tshaka
Bayside

City does not need horse carriages

I 
commend state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
for his continued com-
mon sense support for 

New York City to join other 
congested cities, such as 
London and Paris, in end-
ing the antiquated horse-
drawn carriage industry 
(“Borough carriage drivers 
fear for jobs,” Jan 31-Feb. 
6).

As Avella reminds 
us, businesses close every 
day because they are no 
longer appropriate. Large 
animals, with a history of 
spooking, pulling old rick-
ety carriages with no seat-
belts in traffic with cars, 
pedestrians, buses and 
emergency vehicles is not 
appropriate or safe.

I am looking forward 

to Mayor Bill de Blasio 
keeping his word and, along 
with the City Council, end-
ing this industry sooner 
rather than later.

Mickey Kramer
Upper East Side

Manhattan

CORRECTIONS

In the Jan. 31-Feb. 5 issue of TimesLedger Newspapers, a caption should have identifi ed Mary Louis 
basketball player Celeste Moran.

In the Jan. 31-Feb. 5 issue of the Bayside Times, a photo should have showed the location for New York 
Hospital Queens’ clinic as 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd.

Do not legalize illegal housing

M
ayor Bill de Blasio 
and other city of-
ficials are floating 
the idea of legaliz-

ing illegal basement apart-
ments and other units as 
a way of dealing with the 
need for more affordable 
housing in our city. The 
outgoing chairwoman of 
the City Planning Com-
mission, Amanda Burden, 
has said we must accept 
an increase in density and 
height in our neighbor-
hoods if we are to accom-
modate all those needing 
housing. She admitted this 
would be a hard sell in most 
areas of the city.

These proposals 
should send up red flags 
across the city. Many civic 
organizations have fought 
against illegal conversions 
and overdevelopment for 
many years. Civics have 
lobbied for rezoning of our 
neighborhoods that would 
maintain the character of 
those communities. Those 
rezonings have been ac-
complished with the help 
of elected officials and the 

City Planning Commis-
sion.

We must not move 
backward and negate those 
rezonings by allowing le-
galization of units that will 
overburden the infrastruc-
ture of existing commu-
nities. In addition, many 
schools in our city are over-
crowded, especially here in 
northeast Queens. Cram-
ming additional people into 
already stressed areas will 
strain those educational re-
sources.

We must also consider 
the plight of individual ho-
meowners who invested 
money to afford a home in 
our city. If they chose to live 
in a single-family district, 
or any other area for that 
matter, and supported zon-
ing that protected those ar-
eas from overdevelopment, 
why should the city be able 
to overrule those protec-
tions to remediate the need 
for more housing units? We 
must also consider the safe-
ty of the people who would 
live in these newly legal-
ized units.

Yes, we need more 
units of affordable housing 
in our city, but there have 
to be other solutions that 
would not impinge on the 
rights of current homeown-
ers. When you look at some 
of the huge projects already 
underway in certain parts 
of the city, perhaps more 
units should be set aside for 
affordable housing homes 
and less units for luxury 
and market priced units.

Two examples that 
come to mind are the 
Flushing Commons and 
the Willets Point projects. 
Those projects and others 
must also take into account 
their impact on existing 
neighborhoods, businesses, 
schools and traffic and ad-
just plans accordingly.

These are all complex 
issues requiring careful 
planning and thought to ad-
dress everyone’s needs and 
desires.

Henry Euler
Bayside
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T
he recent situation 
involving New Jer-
sey Gov. Chris Chris-
tie and the slowdown 

on the George Washington 
Bridge that lasted for sever-
al days raises a significant 
number of questions.

It is difficult to accept 
that Christie knew abso-
lutely nothing about the 
scandal. If he did not know 
anything about what his 
senior staff members were 
planning in terms of slow-
ing down the bridge traf-
fic as a way of getting even 
with one or more public 
officials for not support-

ing Christie during the fall 
election for re-election, he 
should have known.

It certainly is a fair 
question as to how Chris-
tie runs the governor’s 
office in terms of how he 
deals with his senior aides. 
The fact that they thought 
they could do something 
as bizarre as tying up the 
George Washington Bridge 
for several days and not 
inform the governor as to 
what they were doing and 
why raises the conclusion 
that Christie has little con-
trol over his staff.

If that is the case, we 
can only wonder how many 
other things his people did 
without his knowledge and 
approval.

What standards did 
Christie use when he hired 
his staff members, especial-
ly senior staff members?

One important aspect 

to this case is what new 
procedures Christie has 
put in place to see to it that 
something like this will not 
happen again during the 
rest of his term.

It may be that Christie 
is spending too much time 
unofficially running for 
president, looking forward 
to the 2016 presidential 
race.

Regardless of the cir-
cumstances, Christie will 
probably agree that he 
should be spending more 
time in the governor’s of-
fice than he has in the re-
cent past.

Certainly the result 
of the Bridgegate scandal 
and other questions about 
things he has been involved 
in brings to the forefront 
how effective a president he 
would make.

When we look at the 
list of governors New York 

state has had during the last 
50 years, with the exception 
of Eliot Spitzer, there have 
been no major scandals in-
volving our state chief ex-
ecutives during that period 
of time. Let us hope it stays 
that way.

This George Wash-
ington Bridge scandal cer-
tainly proves the need for 
a hands-on chief executive 
who is aware of what proj-
ects his staff are working 
on over a period of time and 
who receives periodic re-
ports as to their progress.

As for future U.S. 

presidential races, most of 
our presidents during the 
last century came to the 
presidency from state gov-
ernorships. It is difficult 
for a governor to campaign 
for president considering 
the administrative respon-
sibilities one has. A gover-
nor running for president, 
however, does usually have 
more administrative expe-
rience in running a govern-
ment than most other pro-
fessions.

In New York City dur-
ing the 1920s, we had one 
corrupt administration in 

the mayor’s office: the Jim-
my Walker administration. 
Hopefully, safeguards have 
been put in place to prevent 
further scandals like the 
ones during the Walker ad-
ministration.

Christie is correct 
when he said he takes re-
sponsibility for what hap-
pens on his watch.

At the Northeast 
Queens Republican Club’s 
recent meeting, they elect-
ed a new club president. 
Kevin Ryan has a public re-
lations background. He has 
worked on various political 
campaigns in the past. He 
hopes to recruit candidates 
to run for public office.

Ryan will also be 
working on community 
outreach, as he intends to 
get his club more involved 
in neighborhood civic mat-
ters.

Bridgegate raises questions over Christie as president

Acting legend John Barrymore once called Bayside home

K
nown to the world 
as John Barrymore, 
stage and screen 
star John Sidney 

Blyth was born in Philadel-
phia Feb. 15, 1882. His Eng-
lish father, Herbert Arthur 
Chamberlayne Blyth, was a 
dashing leading man on the 
late 19th century stage, and 
his mother, Georgie Drew, 
was also an accomplished 
actress.

After making his 
stage debut in Chicago in 
1903, the young Barrymore 
quickly became a stage 
presence on Broadway, 
peaking with his sinister 
portrayal of the protagonist 
in Shakespeare’s “Rich-

ard III” in 1920. The acting 
great’s film career spanned 
nearly 30 years and some 60 
films, from early, now lost 
silent productions to pow-
erful roles opposite leading 
ladies of the day in talkies.

By the late 1930s, Bar-
rymore’s talent and versa-
tility began to wane. After 
decades of heavy drinking, 
his screen appearances 
were a mere shadow and 
caricature of his former 
self. He died at age 60 in Los 
Angeles, leaving behind a 
personal life as tempestu-
ous, mercurial and contro-
versial as his acting legacy. 
He is also the grandfather 
of actress Drew Barry-

more.
In his early years, the 

scion to the Barrymore leg-
acy rebelled against the in-
evitable path that awaited. 
At 16, he was expelled from 
Georgetown Preparatory 
School for immoral behav-
ior and later tried his hand 
at drawing cartoons and 
newspaper reporting. Soon, 
however, he found himself 
inevitably drawn into the 
family business.

After his 1903 debut, 
he was soon treading the 
boards on Broadway and 
in London two years later. 
Aside from his dark por-
trayal of Richard III, on 
stage he is also remem-
bered for his rendition of 
the brooding, melancholy 
Danish king in Shake-
speare’s “Hamlet.”

Since his youth, his 
powerful stage presence 
was matched only by his 
propensity for wild, alcohol-
fueled carousing and social 

scandal. Before his acting 
career, he briefly courted 
the infamous showgirl Ev-
elyn Nesbit. Then in 1906, 
Barrymore found himself 
in a San Francisco hotel 
when the earth shook and 
fires engulfed the city by 
the bay. Choosing to exploit 
the tragedy to build his 
own fame, while on a drink-
ing binge he wrote a series 
of later published letters to 
his actor sister Ethel fabri-
cating scenes of suffering 
and destruction he claimed 
to have witnessed.

Barrymore first ap-
peared on screen between 
stage appearances, but the 
former Bayside resident 
soon left the Great White 
Way to work full time in 
film. Barrymore debuted 
in silent films, including 
the 1920 production of “Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” and 
“Don Juan” six years later. 
With the arrival of talking 
pictures, his stage-trained 

voice enthralled viewers 
of the new entertainment 
medium.

At the peak of his run 
on the silver screen, Barry-
more starred opposite such 
leading ladies as Greta Gar-
bo, Katharine Hepburn and 
Jean Harlow.

At the start of the 20th 
century, Bayside saw an 
influx of people associated 
with the theater and movie 
industries, and Barrymore 
was among them. Rumors 
ran wild through the acting 
community that Bayside 
would be the location of a 
new movie and production 
studio. When this studio 
never materialized, Bar-
rymore and his colleagues 
left Queens to follow the in-
dustry out to Hollywood.

By the late 1930s, how-
ever, the stage lights were 
growing dim. Already on 
his fourth marriage, years 
of alcohol abuse and his 
self-destructive, unsettled 

life began to take a toll. He 
frequently forgot his lines 
during filming and need-
ed cue cards to keep go-
ing. His rousing soliloquy 
from Hamlet in the 1941 
comedy “Playmates” is re-
membered by fans as Bar-
rymore’s swan song and 
a tragic reminder of the 
man’s faded acting great-
ness and ability.

On May 29, 1942, he 
collapsed during an ap-
pearance on Rudy Vallee’s 
radio show and died a short 
time later.

Some claim his last 
words were, “Die? I should 
say not, dear fellow. No Bar-
rymore would allow such a 
conventional thing to hap-
pen to him.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

COLUMNS

This George Washington Bridge scandal 
certainly proves the need for a hands-

on chief executive who is aware of 
what his staff is working on.

William
Lewis

■

■
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Asking for help—when is Home Care or Social Adult Day Services right for you?
Between juggling family life, work and caring for your aging rela-

tive, sometimes it may be diffi cult to ask for help. Many Americans fi nd 
their lives overwhelming but don’t know how to ask for help, let alone 
realizing that they need help. Being a caregiver for a family member can 
be physically and emotionally draining. Some people may feel bad or 
feel like they are giving up if they choose to seek out professional help in 
caring for their relative.

Firstly, there is no shame in asking for help. Home Care or Social 
Adult Services is a growing alternative in America. Allowing a caregiver 
to go to work or run errands, while knowing your loved one is in a safe 
and supervised environment, can be a huge relief. This provides you, the 
caregiver, some relief, and can minimize your stress. Also, stress and 
anxiety can create friction in the home. Bringing your stress down to 
manageable levels will make your home life, for you and your loved ones, 
more enjoyable.

If the answer is yes, do not hesitate to reach 
out and discuss your needs with friends or fam-
ily members.  Sometimes, others can provide 
excellent insight to great options.  

We work together with your family and our 
specialists to provide you with personal, high 
quality services. Our team is available to you 
24/7 every day of the week. Communication is 

important to us, and we are always happy to dis-
cuss with you the care of your family member. 
Call us today to discuss your needs. Whether 
short term or long term, live in or just a little 
help each day, our helpful, friendly staff is here 
to aid you with your questions and concerns as 
well as develop a service and schedule that best 
suits your family.

AHS Caring Communities is focused on providing a warm social environment for the Elder community.

We strongly believe that a healthy and longer life can be achieved through keeping both mind and body active.

Come see our facility and learn more about our programs.

Call us at 718-265-0684 to schedule tour.
40-06 ASTORIA BOULEVARD | ASTORIA, NY 11103

Secondly, ask yourself these questions:
Am I fi nding myself stressed, angry or tired at the 
end of the day? 
Is my family member requiring more of my time?
Is my family member needing more help than I 
can provide?
Is my family members condition deteriorating, or 
becoming more diffi cult to manage?

The year’s most romantic day had start in paganism

emember the date 
or sleep in the dog 
house.

Valentine’s Day 
is a holiday that can pro-
duce mixed feelings. People 
in relationships often have 
the luxury of being indif-
ferent to the observance, 
while others look forward 
to it as long as their partner 
don’t forget to mark the day.  
But for many singletons, it 
can be a lonely holiday.

According to the 
Greeting Card Association, 
an estimated 145 million 
cards are sent every year, 
making it the second most 
popular seasonal holiday 
followed by Christmas. 
This figure does not in-

clude the millions of hand-
made cards schoolchildren 
will exchange.

Mass production of 
Valentine’s Day cards be-
gan in the early 1900s with 
Hallmark catching on in 
1913. It was then, to no 
surprise, that Valentine’s 
Day cards were tailored 
to be sent beyond lovers to 
friends, siblings, parents 
and children.

Cards are not the only 
item that will be exchanged 
this coming Valentine’s 
Day. Other popular gifts 
include flowers, lingerie, 
champagne, jewelry and, 
of course, candy. Some 75 
percent  of Valentine’s Day 
candy is chocolate, but the 
symbolic candy hearts are 
always a favorite. In 2009 
about 8 billion candy hearts 
were made — enough to 
stretch from Rome to Val-
entine, Ariz., and back 
again 20 times, the associa-
tion said.

But well before Hall-

mark got into the Valen-
tine’s Day game, the cele-
bration had its roots firmly 
planted in paganism and 
ancient Roman society.

This holiday can be 
traced back to an annual 
pagan festival called Luper-
calia, held Feb. 15. This tra-
dition involved sacrificing 
a dog for purity and a goat 
for fertility. Young women 
would then be spanked with 
tears of the goats’ and dogs’ 
hinds, which it was hoped 
would increase fertility.

As unattractive as that 
may sound, the women ap-
parently welcomed this. 
This festival remained pop-
ular into the 5th Century, 
150 years after Christianity 
was made the official reli-
gion of the Roman Empire.

But in time the ob-
servance was said to be 
un-Christian, and so the 
legend of Valentine was 
pegged to a Romantic story 
of a priest. St. Valentine, 
the priest, would marry 

lovers in secret after Ro-
man Emperor Claudius II 
forbade his young soldiers 
to wed on the grounds that 
uncommitted men made 
better soldiers. For his 
crimes, Valentine was put 
to death Feb. 14, 270.

Of course, it is impos-
sible to confirm this legend 
either way, but thousands 
of years later the holiday 
survives and is now stron-
ger than ever.

Valentine’s Day is cele-
brated in many parts of the 
world today in some way. 
Countries with a Chris-
tian denominations have 
been observing this festi-
val for centuries. The holi-

day began in Europe and 
has spread across Western 
culture. In some Islamic 
countries, however, Valen-
tine’s Day sometimes poses 
a conflict for political par-
ties, which may view the 
holiday as opposing Mus-
lim values.

The ancient myths and 
folklore live on in modern 
Valentine’s Day’s rituals. 
Hearts of pinks and reds, 
flowers, chocolates and Cu-
pid — son of Venus, Roman 
goddess of love and beauty 
— now flaunt this legend-
ary celebration.

Aside from the leg-
ends, here are some facts to 
accompany the romance:

number of wedding propos-
als on this day each year. 
Congratulations, guys!

-
can men buy flowers on 
Valentine’s Day, the same 
number not sleeping in the 
dog house.

-
can women send flowers to 
themselves.

-
tine’s Day, the Italian city 
of Verona, where William 
Shakespeare’s characters 
Romeo and Juliet lived, re-
ceives thousands of letters 
to the fictional character 
Juliet.

people will give a gift to 
their true love: their pet.

it was said that the first 
unmarried person you 
met on the morning of Feb. 
14 would be your spouse. 
Camping outside your 
love’s house does not count.

Remember 
the Date
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Tenants of the historic 
Klein farm in Fresh Mead-
ows accepted responsibility 
for cutting down trees and 
altering the driveway of the 
property without permits 
at a hearing Tuesday.

A stop-work order and 
a violation had been issued 
to the property’s owner, 
Audrey Realty, by the city 
Department of Buildings in 
December for “illegal tree 
removal, work without a 
permit” and “substantial 
modification of existing 
landscaping in a special 
district,” according to the 
DOB.

Ziming Shen, who 
owns the Preschool of 
America that occupies the 
farm, at 194-15 73rd Ave., 
attended the Environmen-
tal Control Board hearing 
instead of the property’s 
owner, Henry Huang, son 
of notorious Queens devel-
oper Thomas Huang.

Shen acknowledged 
that at least two trees had 
been cut down and the 
driveway had been altered, 
but insisted it was to ensure 
the safety of the children 
who attended the facility.

“We tried to do our 
best. We don’t know exactly 
what kind of special zoning 
it is,” he said. “We want to 
provide a safe environment 
for our children and par-
ents.”

It was not known how 
many trees were removed.

The Klein farm, 
Queens’ last family-owned 
working farm, sits in the 
Fresh Meadows Special 
Planned Community Pres-
ervation District, meaning 
no substantial changes can 
be made to the property 
without the consent of the 
City Planning Commis-
sion.

Shen contended the 
trees were cut down be-
cause of damage Super-
storm Sandy had caused 

and because one tree was 
hollow inside and infested 
with raccoons.

One of Shen’s employ-
ees, Stephanie Zhu, gave 
testimony at the hearing 
and said she tried to get in 
touch with city agencies to 
get permission to cut down 
the trees at the direction of 
Shen’s wife, Joanne Fan.

She claimed she spoke 

to someone at DOB on the 
phone as well as the city 
Parks Department, who 
told her she did not need 
their permission. She said 
she also sent letters to the 
two agencies requesting 
permission to cut down the 
trees. She said she did not 
follow up in person, but re-
ceived an e-mail response 
from a Parks official.

But she did not attempt 
to contact the City Planning 
Commission, which would 
be the proper authority to 
contact, said Vivian Cur-
rie, the attorney represent-
ing DOB.

“The law is pretty 
straightforward,” Currie 
said. “Before anything is 
cut, there has to be some-
thing from the City Plan-
ning Commission in terms 
of permits. None was gotten 
here and none was actually 
sought. The purported com-
munication was wrongly 
directed because the entity 
that should be spoken to is 
the City Planning Commis-
sion.”

Currie said Zhu’s com-
munications with city agen-
cies and Shen’s arguments 
were excuses but not legal 
defenses.

Shen is no stranger to 
these kinds of proceedings 
as in 2005 he was issued a 
DOB violation for failing 
to comply with a “special 

purpose district” and re-
moving trees at a property 
he owned in Staten Island, 
according to DOB records. 
He was forced to pay a $350 
penalty.

In April 2012, Shen and 
his wife were convicted of 
embezzling more than $3 
million in federal funds 
meant for children’s lunch-
es at the couple’s Red Apple 
Child Development Cen-
ter chain, which operates 
around the city, according 
to court documents filed by 
the U.S. attorney.

Judge Michelle Man-
zione, of the Environmen-
tal Control Board, will 
now make a decision as to 
whether the respondents 
will receive a fine for the 
violation and work without 
a permit.

The standard ECB 
fine for each violation at 
the Klein farm is $800 and 
the default fine is $4,000, 
according to the ECB web-

Fresh Meadows’ historic Klein farm houses Preschool of America, 
whose owners took responsibility for cutting down trees on 
the property, which is in a special preservation district. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Historic Klein farm’s tenant defends tree cutting

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

www.northshorerehabilitation.com

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
Leg, Low Back Weakness
Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
Difficulty Walking
Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

Continued on Page 46
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proudly presents
Spectacular Saturdays @ the Library Performance Series

Funding for this program is provided in part through grants received from the New York State Cou8ncil on the Arts, 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, New York City Council Discretionary Grant from Council Member 
Julissa Ferreras, former Queens Borough President Helen M. Marshall, Queens Library, Library Action Committee 
of Corona-East Elmhurst, Incl., and from private donations and contributions.

 

Queens Borough 
President’s Office

The Langston Hughes Community

Library and Cultural Center

The 29th Annual 
Langston Hughes Celebration
Saturday, February 8, 2014

Co-Sponsored by Former Queens Borough President Helen M. Marshall & City Council Member Julissa Ferreras

Schedule of Events
11am  Film Screening: The Dream Keeper, St. Clair Bourne, Director (1985)

Performances

12pm  Many Rivers to Cross… A Musical Journey Through 500 Years of African American History
Featuring Monique McDonald, Mezzo-Soprano and Inna Leytush, Pianist

1pm  The Poetry of Langston Hughes – David Mills
2pm  Live Performance – Afro-Jersey

3:30pm  Dance Performance – Annabella Gonzalez Dance Theatre
4:30pm  Harlem Blues – Harlem Blues & Jazz Band

Program subject to change.

 

FREE ADMISSION – ALL ARE WELCOME

2pm  Knowledge is Power! Sickle Cell Disease: From Evolution to Revolution
Program Room B Lower Level

382973
SUCCESSACADEMY
4C 3 x 11.00

DISCOVER MORE AND APPLY NOW

SuccessAcademies.org
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The >more things change...
  The >more they stay the same!

Queens County Savings Bank has been serving the residents of Queens since 1859.
Now you’ll enjoy even >more banking convenience with a new Queens County Savings Bank branch location in your area!

1For personal accounts only. No maintenance and activity fees apply. You must sign up for Online Banking and consent to electronic delivery of disclosures in order to open and/or maintain the My Community Free Checking account. For complete terms 
and conditions speak with a branch representative. My Community Free Checking accounts with a Visa® check card are automatically enrolled in the Even >More Rewards Program. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be 
withdrawn at the discretion of the bank at any time. 2For consumers only. Promotional Dining Discount Card (the “Card”) has no cash value, is not redeemable for cash and may not be combined with credits from other Reward Cards. The Card contains a 
$100 dining discount to be redeemed online at www.DiningDough.com before use and may be used at participating restaurants. Valid for dine-in only unless otherwise stated. Unredeemed Cards are not valid toward purchase at restaurants. Minimum 
spend may be required in order to redeem a portion of the discount from the Card towards purchasing certificate(s) from participating restaurants. Limit of one (1) certificate per restaurant per visit. Other restrictions may apply on the restaurant-specific 
certificates, online merchant websites vary and are subject to change. One Card per household. While supplies last. The Bank is not responsible for Cards that are lost, stolen, destroyed or used without your permission. Visit www.DiningDough.com for 
complete terms and conditions and participating restaurants. The Card will be provided at account opening during the promotional period of February 3, 2014  through March 1, 2014. The minimum balance to open the My Community Free Checking 
account and obtain the Card is $1. Account must be opened with funds not currently on deposit with the Bank. Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the bank at any time. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. 
New York Community Bank and New York Commercial Bank are not affiliated with WFAN in any way.

you l

LOYALTY PROGRAM

$100

DINING 

REWARD CARD

FOR
Dining Reward Ca

NOT redeemable at rest
aurant. See back side for online red

emption instructions. Open a My Community Free Checking Account1

and get a promotional dining discount card2. (See terms and conditions below.)

SPECIAL EVENTS

NEW YORK 
COMMUNITY BANK

Queens County Savings Bank Division 

$100

mption instruuctitionnss.

S
SPECIAL OFFER
February 3 - March 1, 2014

QQueens CCounty SSaviings BBankk hhas bbeen serviing thhe resiiddents off QQueens siince 11885599.kk

Effective February 1, 2014, the following New York Commercial Bank branch was re-branded to
New York Community Bank - Queens County Savings Bank division. 

BANK ANYWHERE YOU SEE 

th  12pm to 1pm

© 2014 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

718-451-3344
718-622-3344
718-848-3344

BEST GIFT E V ERBEST GIFT E V ER
Dont Worry! 

We got you chocolate covered!
Fresh Arrangements 

will be available all day long!
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Photos by Caroll Alvarado

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos courtesy Dominick Totino Photography and Lorraine Heaney
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LOVE YOUR LEGS...
FINALLY!
 Treatment is less than an hour
 Performed in the clinic; 

 no hospitalization
 Immediate relief of symptoms
 Return to normal activities 

 with little or no pain
 No anesthesia nor scars

COMMON 
SYMPTOMS:

VERICOSE VEINS PAID BY MEDICARE & MOST MAJOR INSURANCES

Before

BEFORE AND AFTER 
VEIN ABLATION TREATMENT

After

CALL US TODAY 
TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

(646) 620-6485
 www.iveindoctor.com
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BY BILL PARRY

Urban Upbound, the non-
profit community development 
corporation based in Long Island 
City, has found a way to expand 
its influence throughout the bor-
ough.

By providing free tax prepa-
ration and saving people money, 
it is introducing a wider base to 
its financial services.

“We get people into our offic-
es for the tax service and then we 
introduce them to all of our pro-
grams that are designed to break 
the cycle of poverty,” founder 
Bishop Mitchell Taylor said.

Elected officials, community 
leaders and residents from hous-
ing projects in western Queens 
joined Taylor at an EITC Aware-
ness Day last Friday to spread 
the word about the money-saving 
service.

“Free tax prep sites like ours 
enable qualified working families 
and individuals to take advantage 
of the Earned Income Tax Credit 
benefit, an important lifeline for 
families in our public housing 

neighborhoods and beyond,” Tay-
lor said.

Last year, Urban Upbound 
helped 2,825 people receive a total 
of $3.4 million in refunds. This 
year it is hoping to assist 4,000 
New Yorkers.

“We do it for free so the people 
don’t have to give a third of their 
return for the instant gratifica-
tion of the Rapid Return,” Taylor 
said. “ You go through us and you 
get your refund in five days.”

Once a person has a refund, 
Urban Upbound offers financial 
advice on how best to spend it.

“Anything that will help 
get people jobs, navigate their 
finances and even get their kids 
into college. It’s working and 
we’re growing leaps and bounds,” 
Taylor said.

Bishop Taylor grew up in the 
Queensbridge Houses and start-
ed the East River Development 
Alliance to administer to resi-
dents there as well as the three 
other housing projects in western 
Queens: Ravenswood, Astoria 
and Woodside houses.

Ten years later the organiza-

tion has a new name and a broader 
base that services neighborhoods 
in Flushing and Far Rockaway.

“We’re bringing our model to 
other public housing around the 
borough, expanding our footprint 

outside of northwest Queens,” 
Taylor said.

“Each year, Urban Upbound 
helps public housing residents 
and low-income New Yorkers get 
back millions of dollars on their 

tax returns,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said. “By keeping the com-
munity at the heart of its ser-
vices, Urban Upward empowers 
those they assist through quality 
programming that improves the 
fabric of the neighborhood.”

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) said, “Every year 
when tax season rolls around, 
Urban Upbound and Bishop Tay-
lor are there to help those in need 
get the most out of their tax re-
turns,”

He added, “This helping 
hand is invaluable, and this year 
even more Queens neighborhoods 
will benefit as Urban Upbound ex-
pands its reach.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718.260.4538.

Elected officials help Bishop Mitchell Taylor spread the word about Urban 
Upbound’s free tax prep. Photo courtesy Urban Upbound

Urban Upbound expanding infl uence in boro

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger
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BY BILL PARRY

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) has been elevated to 
chairwoman of the Assem-
bly’s Task Force on Wom-
en’s Issues in her fourth 
year in the statehouse.

“Yes, it was fast, but 
I’ve been very active on 
women’s issues since I ar-
rived in Albany. I’m hon-
ored and humbled,” Simo-
tas said.

The task force works 
closely with Assembly com-
mittees on a number of mat-
ters that directly affect the 
lives of New York’s women.

“I’ve already begun to 
strategize this week on all 
the issues. We have to make 
sure women are doing well. 
Improving the lives of 
women improves the lives 
of all,” she said.

Simotas’ panel will 
tackle legislation to protect 
rape survivors, fight sex 
trafficking, extend family 
leave, protect survivors of 
abuse and seniors’ issues, 
such as ensuring a woman’s 
right to make her own end-
of-life decisions.

“I am acutely aware 
of the numerous critical 
issues facing New York’s 
women,” Simotas said.

Back home in Asto-
ria, Simotas has teamed 
up with state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) and 
City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
to push for cleaner streets 
in Astoria. The three of-
ficials reiterated a call for 
improved trash collection 
of public waste baskets.

“Residents continue 
to complain to my office 
regarding the deplorable 
levels of trash strewn about 
the streets,” Simotas said. 
“We have asked the may-
or for additional pick-up 
service for the trash cans 
along Astoria’s busy com-
mercial streets. Inaction is 
unacceptable.”

Right now the com-
mercial district receives 
one overnight pickup, leav-

ing contents of the waste 
baskets to spill out.

“Overflowing trash 
baskets end up littering our 
streets and impacting our 
quality of life, forcing resi-
dents to jump over garbage 
on their way to work. Ad-
ditional pickups will make 
our streets substantially 
cleaner,” Constantinides 
said.

The proposed initia-
tive would add another 
pickup during the hours be-
tween 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.

“We have to do some-
thing because it’s disheart-
ening to see the state of our 
streets,” Simotas said. “It’s 
not rocket science. When 
you have a growing popula-
tion, a huge boom, services 
have got to keep up.”

State Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas is named chair of the Task 
Force for Women’s Issues. Photo courtesy Aravella Simotas 

In second term Simotas 
heads key women’s panel

World-Class Comprehensive Care 
When and Where You Need It 
Now in Rego Park

This state-of-the-art, multi specialty office, with convenient office  
hours, is now home to many of your trusted Forest Hills physicians. 
Utilizing the extensive resources of North Shore-LIJ Health System,  
we are dedicated to providing comprehensive and integrated medical 
care to achieve optimum health and wellness. 

nslij.com/regopark

North Shore-LIJ Rego Park Multi Specialty Office
95-25 Queens Boulevard at Queens Tower, Rego Park, New York 11374

Learn more about this 
practice and North Shore-LIJ  
Health System.

����Internal Medicine Esther Kissin, MD, Sunil Patel, MD, Joshua Powell, MD

���Cardiology Evelina Grayver, MD 

���Endocrinology Rajpal Chopra, MD

���Gastroenterology Jessica Widmer, DO

���Hematology/Oncology Kit Ling Cheng, MD 

����Orthopaedics Salil Gupta, MD, Aleksandr Khaimov, DO,  
Jonathan Lewin, MD, Richard Seldes, MD 

���Nephrology Dayanand Huded, MD 

����Podiatry and Wound Care Michael DellaCorte, DPM, John DeStefano, DPM

���Plastic Surgery Marcel Scheinman, MD

���Thoracic Surgery Kevin Hyman, MD

����Vascular Surgery Omid Rahmani, MD, Richard Schutzer, MD

���Surgical Oncology Charles Conte, MD 

����Urology Joseph Taff, MD, David Hoenig, MD

���Human Reproduction Mary Rausch, MD

���Maternal-Fetal Medicine Liat Applewhite, MD

���Gynecologic Sonography Arthur Fougner, MD

(718) 575-9595 
�����General and Bariatric Surgery and Wound Care Moises Tenembaum, MD, 

Michael Drew, MD, Christina Del Pin, MD

(718) 975-5200 
����OB/GYN and Prenatal Care Claudia Ravins, MD, Steven Ravins, MD,  

Irada Shapiro, DO, Maureen Vanlancker, MD, Edward Olkowski, MD

(718) 925-6212 
����Physical Therapy – STARS

Call now for an appointment 
(718) 925-6200

Most insurances accepted 
Convenient office hours
Translation services available
Handicapped accessibility

A man shovels snow from the sidewalk along 21st Street in Astoria. Queens was hit with 
two rounds of snowfall Monday and Wednesday. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY BILL PARRY

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras’ (D-East 
Elmhurst) State of the Dis-
trict speech at the Langston 
Hughes Library in Corona 
Tuesday was anything but 
routine.

Ferreras was speaking 
to her constituents for the 
first time since she made 
history two weeks ago 
when she became the first 
woman and first person of 
color to be named the head 
of the Council Finance 
Committee.

Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan), the woman 
who elevated Ferreras to 
the powerful post, was on 
hand to introduce Ferreras 
to the crowd of nearly 200.

“I’m proud to have her 
as a friend and ally and as a 
fellow Latina,” Mark-Viver-
ito said. “What we advocate 
for has important ramifica-
tions throughout the city. 

Know that she is very influ-
ential at the City Council.”

Ferreras will have a 
prominent role in negotiat-
ing the city’s budget.

City Public Advocate 
Letitia James was on hand 
along with Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz.

“There’s a lot of girl 
power in the room,” Katz  
said.

Several young girls 
played violins in a string 
ensemble at the start of the 
event. They stayed to lis-
ten to the speeches. If they 
missed the messages of em-
powerment from the female 
politicians, Ferraras drove 
the point home toward the 
end of her speech.

“As a young girl grow-
ing up in Corona, this was 
the furthest possibility 
from my mind,” Ferreras 
said. “I am the first woman 
and first person of color 
to chair this coveted com-
mittee. For every young 
girl that is told that math 

isn’t for girls, that politics 
isn’t for girls, that leader-
ship isn’t for girls — this 
girl from Corona says they 
were and are wrong.”

After a big round of 
applause from the crowd, 
Ferreras spoke of the in-
creased size of Council 
District 21, which now in-

cludes LaGuardia Airport 
and the 20,000 residents of 
Lefrak City. She reviewed 
the plans for the extension 
of the 82nd Street Partner-
ship as well as the need 
for more schools despite 
six new buildings in the 
district that will add 3,491 
seats.

“We are still 4,000 seats 
short of what we need,” Fer-
reras said, adding that she 
was a graduate of PS 19, a 
school she called the most 
overcrowded in the nation.

Ferreras spoke at 
length of her success at 
raising capital investment, 
something Deputy Borough 

President Leroy Comrie 
spoke of during his prelimi-
nary remarks.

“She is always push-
ing for economic solutions 
for her community. She was 
able to bring $25 million to 
the district from the USTA 
and Willets Point,” he said.

The numbers shown 
in a PowerPoint presenta-
tion were impressive: a $4.5 
million investment for traf-
fic safety and more than $9 
million for local parks.

Ferreras said she will 
scout the newest part of her 
district for more capital in-
vestment.

 “I will engage the air-
lines at LaGuardia to see 
if they’ll chip in because 
we have to listen to their 
planes every two minutes,” 
she said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

Ferreras celebrates her historic appointment

Councilmember Julissa Ferreras prepares for her State of the District speech in Jackson Heights. 
Photo by Bill Parry
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Exercise is important for 
all people, including the 
elderly. Yet, seniors who 

have limited mobility or are con-
fi ned to a wheelchair may think 
they couldn’t possibly exercise. 
However, there are many things 
such individuals can do to stay in 
shape — all while sitting down.

Doctors recommend at least 30 
minutes of daily exercise for 

most people. Exercise is 
benefi cial for seniors 

because it keeps 
muscles from 

atrophying, 
improves 

m e n t a l 
a l e r t -
n e s s , 

strength-
ens bones, and leads to a 

healthier metabolism, among 
other things.

For seniors who think they 
won’t be able to handle tradi-
tional exercise, chair exercises or 
modifi ed Pilates can be effective, 
even for those with trouble walk-
ing or standing for extended peri-
ods of time.

To get started, all you need is 

some loose-fi tting clothing and 
a chair. Begin by doing some 
stretching movements of the 
neck, arms, and legs. Rotate the 
head left and right and in circles 
to stretch the neck and back mus-
cles. Lift arms over the head and 
slowly drop down to the sides of 
the body to stretch arms and back 
muscles. Lift and lower the legs a 
few times to warm them up.

To begin exercises, start slowly, 
and gradually build up repetitions. 
Try exercises that include boxing 
or punching into the air, arm cir-
cles, and arm curls. For the legs, 
work the back and front of the legs. 
Kick the legs out in front of the 
body several times. Hold legs par-
allel to the fl oor (as much as possi-
ble) and do leg crosses. Put feet fl at 
on the fl oor and lift up the heels. 
Keep feet on the fl oor and push 
down to work the buttocks and the 
top of the thighs.

Those who have mastered 
these exercises and have been 
told by a doctor that it is OK to 
do something a bit more strenu-
ous may want to add very light 
weights to the equation for more 
resistance. 

EXERCISES FOR 
SENIORS WITH 
LIMITED 

MOBILITY
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Thank you GuildNet.

Having a chronic illness can mean many changes 
– especially if your loved one is visually impaired. 
But one thing that doesn’t have to change is your 
doctor. With GuildNet’s long term care plans, 
your loved ones can keep their own doctors. 

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Dad kept his doctor, 
and his independence.

Though millions of 
people across the 
globe are living with 

Parkinson’s disease, many 
people have limited knowl-
edge of this disorder. The ex-
tent of many people’s expe-
rience with or knowledge of 
Parkinson’s disease begins 
and ends with Muhammad 
Ali and Michael J. Fox, two 
high-profi le personalities 
who have publicly acknowl-
edged their fi ght against this 
potentially debilitating dis-
order.

As much as Ali and Fox 
have done to bring aware-
ness to Parkinson’s disease, 
the disorder largely remains 
a mystery, even to those med-
ical researchers who have 
devoted their lives to fi nd-
ing both a cause and a cure 
for Parkinson’s. But there 
are some things the medical 
community does know about 
Parkinson’s, and a greater 
understanding of this dis-
ease might help fi nd a cause 

once and for all.

What is Parkinson’s 
disease?

Parkinson’s is a chronic 
and progressive movement 
disorder, which means the 
symptoms will continue 
and worsen over time. Par-
kinson’s involves the mal-
function and death of nerve 
cells in the brain, known as 
neurons. Some of these neu-
rons are responsible for pro-
ducing dopamine, a chemi-
cal that sends messages to 
the part of the brain that 
controls movement and co-
ordination. As Parkinson’s 
progresses, less dopamine 
is produced, making it more 
diffi cult for a person with 
Parkinson’s to control his 
body’s movements.

What are some 
symptoms?

Symptoms of Parkin-
son’s disease vary from in-
dividual to individual, but 

the Parkinson’s Disease 
Foundation notes that the 
primary motor signs of Par-
kinson’s include:

• Tremor of the 
hands,arms, legs, jaw, and 
face

• Bradykinesia, or slow-
ness of movement

• Rigidity or stiffness of 
the limbs and trunk

• Postural instability or 
impaired balance and coor-
dination

Parkinson’s progresses 
slowly, and a person might 
begin to feel somewhat weak 
and notice slight tremors. 
These tremors gradually 
progress to additional symp-
toms. For example, a person 
might notice his voluntary 
movements, such as walk-
ing or even rolling over in 
bed, have become slower. 
Other symptoms can in-
clude diffi culty rising from 
a sitting position or, in the 
later stages, diffi culty swal-
lowing.

ELDERCARE TODAY

What is Parkinson’s disease?
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Flushing doctor was sen-
tenced to a year in prison last 
week after he pleaded guilty to 
participating in a scheme that 
prosecutors said fraudulently 
billed Medicare for more than 
$15 million, the U.S. attorney in 
Brooklyn said.

Hoi Yat Kam, 59, was charged, 
along with five others, of bilking 
Medicare for services they were 
not providing and were not medi-
cally necessary, according to the 
indictment, filed by the office of 
Loretta Lynch, the U.S. attorney 
for the Eastern District.

Kam, an experienced doctor 
with medical licenses in three 
states, used the people who ben-
efit from Medicare, a federal 
program that covers the medical 
costs of the disabled and elderly, 
to take advantage of the system, 
Lynch’s office said.

The defendants operated out 
of two Flushing clinics, URI Med-
ical Service PC and Sarang Medi-
cal PC, at 35-05 Farrington St., 
 where they would offer seniors 

free non-medical ser-
vices so they could 
use their Medicare 
numbers to bill for 
treatment that was 
never provided, the 
indictment said.

“The scheme 
operated with the 
relentless efficiency 
of an assembly line,” 
Lynch said in the sen-
tencing memo.

Dozens of seniors 
would come through 
the clinics’ doors ev-
ery day, lured by the 
promise of free mas-
sages, facials, meals, 
prizes and social 
events, Lynch said.

Patients were 
told they must see 
a doctor in order to 
receive the free ser-
vices and were then escorted 
to see Kam and other doctors, 
who would prescribe unneeded 
physical therapy that was never 
administered, the U.S. attorney 
said. Seniors would then be given 

recreational massages and be 
treated to the promised perks of 
the clinics, while Kam filed bills 
to Medicare for treatment that 
was never provided, Lynch said 
in the memo.

Between March 2007 and 
October 2011, Kam and his co-
defendants submitted approxi-
mately $16.6 million in false and 
fraudulent claims to Medicare, 
according to Lynch. His share of 

that total was about $4.5 million, 
the U.S. attorney said.

Kam pleaded guilty to con-
spiracy to commit healthcare 
fraud Jan. 9. Lynch recommend-
ed Kam be sentenced to 46 to 57 
months in prison, but he was only 
sentenced to 12 months and a day.

“Every dollar that the defen-
dant wrongfully took from these 
programs could have, and indeed 
should have, been used to provide 
valuable services to Medicare 
beneficiaries,” Lynch said in the 
memo. “The court’s sentence 
should therefore reflect the seri-
ousness of this offense, and the 
need to promote respect for the 
criminal fraud laws, particularly 
those dealing with healthcare 
fraud.”

In addition to his prison sen-
tence, Kam was ordered to pay 
$2.2 million in restitution.

Kam’s arrest was part of the 
Medicare Fraud Strike Force, a 
nationwide operation that has 
charged more than 1,700 defen-
dants who have collectively bilked 
$5.5 million from Medicare, ac-
cording to the FBI.

M E DICA L  R E S E A R C H  G U I DE

available

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

The medical clinic where prosecutors said a Flushing doctor committed Medicare fraud is 
closed. Photo by Alex Robinson

Flushing doctor sentenced in Medicare fraud



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. 
^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. 
^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
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BY BILL PARRY

Woodside’s and Sun-
nyside’s veterans are on the 
move.

VFW Post 2813 is in 
the last stages of moving its 
post into a former bar and 
restaurant, at 47-51 43rd St., 
after the vets were forced 
from their old headquar-
ters, at 51-27 Queens Blvd.

“Our landlady sold 
the building, so we had to 
get out,” Commander Mi-
chael Smith said. “I was 
driving past our new loca-
tion and saw the rent sign 
and thankfully everything 
worked out. It’s better than 
the boulevard and the rents 
are cheaper, too.”

The post was paying 
$6,000 rent at its last club 
and now it pays $2,000 a 
month. That is important 
savings for an organiza-
tion that has lost signifi-
cant membership over the 
years.

Established by World 

War I veterans in 1933, Post 
2813’s ranks swelled after 
the soldiers returned to 
Woodside and Sunnyside 
following World War II. 
Now down to two members 
of the Greatest Generation, 
the post is made up mainly 
of Korean and Vietnam 
vets with a handful from 
the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars.

“The new location 
should help us recruit more 
younger vets because it’s 
in a more residential area 
with a lot more foot traffic,” 
Smith said.

The new post is off 
Queens Boulevard, where 
the dangers from speeding 
motorists was always a con-
cern among veterans.

“A lot of our guys 
would rather take a cab 
than chance the dangers 
on the boulevard, and the 
costs can really add up,” 
Smith said.

The move also serves 
many of the current mem-

bers who live in the area. 
Former Commander Bill 
Kennedy said, “I live one 
block away and now I don’t 
have to bother with buses 

to get me to the post.”
Another former com-

mander, George Custance, 
who lives two blocks away, 
agreed, saying, “I’m glad 

it’s closer because I’ve got a 
bad leg and arthritis.”

Custance added that it 
is a return to familiar sur-
roundings. In 1965, Post 

2813 bought a building at 
41-20 Queens Blvd. that 
included the largest post 
rooms of any VFW post in 
New York City. That prop-
erty was sold in 1992 and 
is now home to the trendy 
restaurant Salt & Fat, a 
Dunkin’ Donuts franchise 
and a large vacant space 
where the Nak Won Korean 
Church used to be.

The new post is un-
dergoing a renovation and 
should be ready for occupa-
tion by the end of the month. 
A dedication ceremony will 
follow in early spring.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

Veterans like their new post in a residential area of Sunnyside where many of them live. 
Photo by Bill Parry

VFW Post 2813 moves post to a new site in Sunnyside

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

 

  

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545



TL

TIM
ESL

EDGER, FEB. 7-13, 2014      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

31

 Sudoku 36
 Arts & Entertainment 34
 Crossword Puzzle 38
 Guide to Dining 42

TimesLedger, February 7-13, 2014

Artist Zhang Lanjun holds 
his first solo show in the 
United States through 
next week in Flushing. 

Photo courtesy Zhang Lanjun

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Shanghai artist Zhang 
Lanjun fuses traditional Chi-
nese art with modern abstract 
creations served up via a West-
ern palate.

Lanjun, 51, whose first solo 
American show, Still Waters 

Run Deep, is running through 
Feb. 11 in Flushing, is one of 
only a few Eastern artists who 
creates prints through the pro-
cess of carving designs onto 
a copperplate using a knife or 
other sharp object. 

“If you use a brush, the 
brush is too soft,” Lanjun said. 

“And I like the process. There’s 
an enjoyment from the direct 
carving. It’s a passionate ex-
pression of my inner feelings.”

This method, called the dry-
point technique, has been used 
for hundreds of years to create 
coins and to develop molds for 
printing paper money, said Q. 

X. Wang, president of the Con-
temporary Artists and Critics 
Association and the New York 
Modern and Contemporary Art 
Research Institute, who served 
as Lanjun’s interpreter during 
a recent dinner at Red House 
Restaurant in Fresh Meadows. 
But as a method of creating art, 
dry-point is a fairly new devel-
opment. 

As a student at Beijing’s 
Central Academy of Chinese 
Art, Lanjun studied the works 
of the great Western masters 

and was taught the thousand-
year-old traditions of print 
making, using the usual wood 
block carvings on silk screens. 

Not surprisingly Lanjun’s 
early works adhered to the rules 
of realism, Wang said. He cre-
ated sheets and sheets of paper 
depicting Chinese landscapes 
with craggy mountaintops cov-
ered in white snow.

Then, about 16 years ago, 
he happened to pick up a copper 
plate, which shook up his meth-

X. WaX Wa
tempo
Assoc
Mode
Resea
as La

Chinese artist Zhang Lanjun’s modern techniques 
on display in his fi rst U.S. solo show in Flushing

Continued on Page 37
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Join us for

Pasta
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli,
Stuffed Shells or Manicotti-

$10.95
Penne Vodka or Meatballs-

$12.95
Combo-Baked ziti, ravioli, lasagna 

and chicken parmigiana-$17.95

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays

Not to be combined any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Appetizers
Lobster Bisque-$5.95

Garden or Caesar Salad-$7.95
Fresh Mozzarella

and Tomato-$8.95
Dozen Baked Clams-$12.50
Mussels-White or Red-$11.95

Stuffed Portobella 
Mushrooms-$8.95

Assorted Antipasto-$9.95

HHHHaapppppy VVVaaallleeennnnttiinnees DDDaaayy!!

Entrees
Chicken-Parmigiana, Pizzaiola,

Marsala, Francese, Rollatini-$15.95
Chicken Anthony-Sauteed chicken 

breast, spinach, roasted peppper and 
fresh mozzarella in a sherry sauce-

$16.95
Veal-Parmigiana, Marsala, Picatta-

$16.95
Veal Mellisa-Breaded veal cutlet 
topped with ricotta and eggplant 

parmigiana-$16.95
Eggplant-Parmigiana, or 

Rollatini-$13.95
Seafood-Shrimp Scampi, Parmigiana, 
Bella, Marinara or Fra Diavolo-$16.95
Shrimp Elegante-Shrimp francese and 
spinach in a butter, lemon and white 

wine sauce over pasta-$18.95
Shrimp DeNiro-Sauteed shrimp with 

mushrooms and fresh mozzarella 
in a marsala wine sauce over 

linguini-$18.95
Sea Bass DiMare-Chilean Sea Bass, 
Shrimp, Clams, Calamari, mussels 

marachiarra-$21.95

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4571 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

SERVING: Steak  Chicken  Veal
Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

OPEN AT NOON 7 DAYS A WEEK

Babich Family Owned 
Since 1939

H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

IN OUR 75TH YEAR!

BY MERLE EXIT 

Jazz might have been 
born in New Orleans, but it 
grew up in Queens. 

From Count Basie, 
Louis Armstrong and Ella 
Fitzgerald to Billie Holi-
day, Lena Horne and John 
Coltrane, the borough has 
served as home base for 
dozens of jazz legends over 
the years. 

Today, Queens’ jazz 
culture continues to thrive, 
thanks to places like Flush-
ing Town Hall and to resi-
dents who serve on the 
Flushing Council on Cul-
ture and the Arts. 

“Although we have a 
lot of jazz, we still have a 
little bit of something for 
everyone,” Malika Gran-
ville, director of communi-
cations at Flushing Town 

Hall, said. “One of our pro-
ducers, Clyde Bullard, is 
committed to cultivating 
jazz talent.”

Clarence “Clyde” Bul-
lard is the son of Atlantic 
Records executive Clarence 
“CB” Bullard, who helped 
launched the careers 
of Paula Abdul, Aretha 
Franklin, Roberta Flack 
and The Rolling Stones. 
The younger Bullard was 
introduced to the music 
business by his father and 
his uncle, Bill Withers, the 
Grammy-winning singer 
and songwriter who penned 
“Lean on Me.”

With such a musical 
lineage, it’s no wonder Bull-
ard entered the family busi-
ness. He is a professional 
bassist and has served as 
producer at Flushing Town 
Hall since 1998.  

“It all began with 
the original live series by 
the founders of Flushing 
Town Hall that included 
my father,” Bullard said. 
“After my father passed, I 
was asked to take over the 
position.  Now we offer per-
formances by the same jazz 
musicians that you would 
find at well-known jazz 
venues in Manhattan that 
include Lincoln Center.”

One of the musicians 
Bullard has produced is 
Barbara Rosene, who has 
developed a loyal following 
for her takes on the classics 
from the 1920s and ’30s.    

She is a passionate 
vocalist whose interpreta-
tions uncover the richness 
of jazz classics through the 
subtle, skilled delivery of 
one truly in love with the 
genre she sings.  

Rosene is personally 
committed to the signifi-
cance of jazz music in Amer-
ican popular song and in 
America’s roots and spirit. 
Finding the soul of a song 
and linking its heart and 
expression with her own 
story brings this seductive 
blonde singer the satisfac-
tion of a career well-spent. 
Recently she has begun 
lecturing on the Tin Pan 
Alley composers and early 
women jazz singers. 

Rosene will be per-
forming on Feb. 21 at 8 p.m. 
with her show, “The Jazz 
Age & The Charleston — 
1920s Speakwasy Music.”  

Then there is Alex 
Blake, who Bullard de-
scribes as being, “one of the 
most phenomenal bassists 
in the world. His resumé is 

Flushing Town Hall strikes up the jazz bands
Borough’s cultural center plans a series of concerts to mark February’s Black History Month

Musician Clarence “Clyde” Bullard programs jazz concerts for 
Flushing Town Hall. Photo by Merle Exit Continued on Page 38

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
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Happy Valentine’s Day!
2014 Four Course Dinner $49.00 or a la carte+ +

Includes a Complimentary Glass of Champagne

Appetizers 
VEGETABLE NAPOLEON  

with Balsamic Glaze $10.95
BUTTON MUSHROOMS  
Stuffed with Crabmeat and

Scallops served with Scampi sauce $12.95
SHRIMP WONTONS  

with Louisiana Remoulade sauce $12.95

Salad
MIXED GREENS  

with dried Apricots, Cucumber, shaved Carrots, Fresh 
Mozzarella tossed in Lemon Vinaigrette dressing $10.95

Entrées
20 OZ. CAJUN RIB EYE STEAK  

with Tomato, Onion Chutney $29.95
SEAFOOD STUFFED 7 OZ. LOBSTER TAIL $30.95

POACHED SALMON  
Sundried Tomato Pesto, Topped with Almonds on a bed of 

Spinach with a Citrus Beurre Blanc sauce $25.95
VEAL SALTIMBOCCA  

Scallops of Veal with Prosciutto,  
Cheese and White Wine sauce $26.95

BLACK ANGUS SHELL STEAK  
with Cognac Cream sauce $28.95

STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST  
with Citrus Mushroom Duxelle Accompanied  

with Lemon Beurre Blanc $23.95
LOBSTER AND SHRIMP NEWBURGH  

in Paprika Cream sauce over Fettuccine $27.95

Dessert
GRAND MARNIER MARINATED STRAWBERRIES

Homemade Whipped Cream,  
Cinnamon and Cherry on top $7.95

Special Cocktail: VALENTINE CARAMEL MARTINI
Recommended Beer: Samuel Adams Chocolate Cherry Bock 

718.849.3939
82-70 Austin Street 

Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Valentine’s Day
at Bourbon Street

STARTERS
MUSTARD ENCRUSTED LAMB CHOPS 

with an infused Rosemary Honey Drizzle $14.95
OYSTERS ON THE HALF SHELL 

served with a Pineapple Basil Mignonette $15.95
PESTO CRAB STUFFED TOMATO 

topped with a Micro Arugula Salad $12.95
SMOKED SALMON FLATBREAD 

coated with Garlic Crème Fraiche, topped with Shaved Onions, 

Capers and a spoonful of Caviar $14.95
SMOKED SALMON FLAT BREAD PIZZA

with Crème Fraiche Shaved Onions, Capers, 

Tomato, Dill and a spoonful of Caviar $14.95

PASTAS & SALADS
GRILLED SWEET POTATO & BACON ARUGULA SALAD 

wrapped in a Maple Cider Vinaigrette served

with Whipped Ricotta Cheese $10.95
CRISPY GOAT CHEESE 

served with a Roasted Beet Jelly & Caramelized Jerk Spiced Apples

over Baby Spinach wrapped in Balsamic Vinaigrette $11.95
TOMATO & BUFFALO MOZZARELLA SALAD 

over Micro Arugula with Cilantro Pesto $10.95
BUTTERNUT SQUASH & SUNDRIED TOMATOES 

served over Walnut Basil Pesto Fusili $14.95

ENTRÉES
CHAR SIU PORK TENDERLOIN 

with a Pomegranate Celery Leaf Salad $24.95
ROOT BEER BRAISED SHORT RIBS $27.95

POMEGRANATE DUCK BREAST $26.95
RED SNAPPER 

wrapped in a Crawfi sh Madeira Mushroom 

& Scallion Cream Sauce $27.95
BACON WRAPPED ST. CHARLES FILET MIGNON 

in a Bleu Cheese Cognac Sauce $32.95
BLACK ANGUS SHELL STEAK & CRAB STUFFED 

LOBSTER TAILS FOR TWO $69.95

DESSERT
BANANAS FOSTER CHEESECAKE, GOOEY MOLTEN 
CHOCOLATE LAVA CAKES, PRALINE CHEESECAKE

$7.95 each

SPECIAL COCKTAIL 
WHITE CHOCOLATE MARTINI

40-12 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY 11361

718-224-2200
bourbonstreetny.com
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Sunday, February 16, 1:30 p.m. - Lunar New Year - “ The Year of 
the Horse” - includes - Fan Dance, Lion Dance, Chinese Ribbon Dancing 
(with audience participation), Sign Language Dance, Puppet Prince 
Dance, Chinese Folk Tales, and a Origami Workshop. Samples of various 
Asian food will be served. In partnership with the NY Hua Lain Tsu Hui 
Temple and the Up Center. Admission: Free

Sunday, February 16, Noon - “Forver Free - The 
American March to Emancipation” by James Coll
Location: First Reformed Church - 118-01 14th Avenue, 
enter on 119th St. This program is sponsored by 
Poppenhusen Institute and the New York Council 
on the Humanities - a Speakers in the Humanities 
program. Admission: Free

Saturday, February 22, 11:00 a.m. - “The Gettysberg 
Address” - 2013 marked the 150th Anniversary of 
this inspirational and historically signifi cant speech 
given by President Abraham Lincoln at the dedication 
of the National Cemetry at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
Presenter - David Carlyon. Admission: Free 

Saturday, March 1, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. - Irish Candlelight Cafe 
Night with Mary Courtney & Morningstar 
Tickets: $25.00 - must be paid for in advance. Ticket price 
includes - corned beef sandwiches, desserts and beverages. 

Contact us at poppenhusen@juno.com or (718) 358-0057 for more information. Programs are 
funded in part with public funds from the New York City Dept of Cultural Affairs in partnership 
with the New York City Council, and the Speakers in the Humanities program of the New York 
Council for the Humanities.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT 
POPPENHUSEN INSTITUTE

114-04 14TH ROAD, COLLEGE POINT

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

LUNAR NEW YEAR EVENTS

Flushing Town Hall Events
Feb. 7: Gamin and Wind 
& Stone, traditional and 
contemporary sounds of 
Korean music, at 8 pm, $15/
general, $10/members and 
students
Feb. 8 to March 30: Korean 
Folk Painting Exhibition 
includes 60 artworks from the 
Baraem Art Research Institute 
in Korea. Opening reception, 
Feb. 8 at 6 pm, $5/general
Feb. 9: Make Your Wish on 
Hanji, Write New Year’s wishes 
on traditional Korean mulberry 
paper to create a unique piece 
of art, at 1 pm, $10/general, 
$8/members and students, 
includes material
Feb. 10 to March 10: Lunar 
New Year Exhibition, On loan 
from the Taipei Cultural 
Center, these works includes a 
variety of printing techniques, 
including silk screen, 

woodblocks, intaglio and others
Feb. 16: New Year Dance 
Sampler, demonstrations 
of dance from China, Korea, 
Taiwan and India, at 1 pm, free, 
but tickets are required
Feb. 16: Calligraphy on Silk, 
learn basic calligraphy and 
write New Year’s wishes on 
silk fans, at 3 pm, $10/general, 
$8/members and students, 
includes material
Feb. 23: Live from the 
POEMobile, performances by 
Korean poets with traditional 
music and dance, at 6:30 pm, 
free
Where: 137-35 Northern Blvd.
Contact: (718) 463-7700, ext. 
222

Flushing Lunar New Year 
Parade —  The annual parade 
steps off near the intersection 
of 37th Avenue and Union 
Street, then heads down 39th 
Avenue to Sanford Avenue and 
then onto Main Street en route 
to Queens Crossing.

When: Saturday, Feb. 8, 11 am
Where: Flushing

Lunar New Year at Queens 
Botanical Garden — After 
watching the Flushing Lunar 
New Year Parade, head to the 
Garden for more festivities, 
craft activities and musical 
performances. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 8, 1 pm - 4 
pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free, additional fees for 
some craft activities
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

FILM

See It Big! Musicals — The 
Museum of the Moving Image 
turns its attention to movie 
musicals on the big screen. 
When: Through Feb. 28
Where: The Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria
Cost: Screenings free with 
museum admission — $12/
adults, $9/seniors and students, 
$6/children 3 to 12
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Continued from Page 34

Special Valentine’s Day Menu

 Star�er (Choose One)
Minestrone Soup
Z House Salad

Ent�ée (Choose One)
Marinated Skirt Steak
Oven Roasted Chicken
Pan Roasted Tuna Teriyaki Filet

 Sides (Choose One)
Sweet Mashed Potatoes
Twice Baked Potato
Asparagus Wrapped with Bacon
Drizzled in Hollandaise Sauce

 Desser�s (Choose One)
Love Affair with Individual Red Velvet Cake
Tuxedo Style Chocolate Covered strawberries
 Dinner comes with one glass of Red or White Wine

Bo� le of
Prosecco $30

$80
Per

Couple

For Her: 

Liquid LIC Martini
Svedka Vodka, Triple Sec, 
Sour Mix,
Splash of Chambord, 
Rimmed with Sugar

For Him: 

Between the 
Sheets
Brandy, White Rum, 
Cointreau,
Fresh Lemon Juice, 
On the Rocks

Specialty 
Drinks $14

at Z NYC Hotel
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Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner and 

the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

WE NOW OFFER

Free Delivery

FEBRUARY SPECIAL
$9.99

(no substitutions, toppings extra)

FOR DELIVERY ONLY

We deliver Tuesday – Sunday, 5pm – 9:30pm
Friday & Saturday: Pizza Only

T H U R S DAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PIZZERIA

BY MERLE EXIT

Amanda Vazquez, born and 
raised in Woodhaven, graduated 
from Penn State last year never 
thinking that she would be driv-
ing an Oscar Mayer Wienermo-
bile.

Kraft, the company which 
owns the brand, recruits a dozen 
college grads each year to drive 
six Wienermobiles across the 
country to serve as ambassadors 
for the product.  

After a long journey in the 
Southwest, she and her mobile 
partner, Michael Tierney, recent-
ly arrived in New York.  

Last week, the duo spent a 
few days touring Queens before 
heading across the East River to 
Super Bowl festivities in Times 
Square. 

At a recent stop in her old 
neighborhood, Vazquez pulled up 
to the curb and switched on the 
retractable steps that serve as the 
entrance, sort of like what you’d 
expect to see on a UFO. 

Inside the vehicle were six 
captain chairs, along with deco-
rations of ketchup and mustard.  

What is this Wienermobile 
composed of? The meat of this 
converted Chevy is fiberglass re-

sembling a grilled hot dog resting 
on a lightly toasted bun.    

Before getting behind the 

wheel, Vazquez spent time train-
ing at Hot Dog High in Wiscon-
sin, which was not just about the 
brand knowledge and public rela-
tions, but also taught her how to 
learn to drive the 27-foot vehicle.  

“The first Wienermobile was 
built in 1936, with changes in 
models over the years,” Vazquez 
said. “They started as delivery 
trucks until 1988 when they be-
came promotional vehicles.  I am 
in my seventh month of my 48 
weeks. “

What did she love about the 
experience?  “We get to meet so 
many people, visit various places 
and try new things,” she said. “I 
have visited 20 states so far.”

Along the way, she and Tier-
ney hand out stuffed Wienermo-
bile toys and wiener whistles.   
People are expected to blow the 
whistle whenever they see the 
vehicle drive by. Years ago they 
were placed into the packages of 
hot dogs. Horn honking was the 
current reaction as Vazquez ven-

Her vehicle has a fi rst name — it’s O-S-C-A-R
Woodhaven native spends year behind the wheel of the Weinermobile riding around the country

Amanda Vazquez shows off the Oscar Mayer Wienermobile at her parents’ Woodhaven home last week. Photo by Merle Exit

Continued on Page 38
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #77 Hard #77

W
eek 33

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports
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718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO
—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

Celebrate
VALENTINE’S DAY

Appetizer
Cheeses, Prosciutto & Mixed Olives

OR
Stuffed Mushrooms, Fried Calamari, 

& Stuffed Clams

Homemade Pasta
Cheese Ravioli with alfredo sauce

Spinach Ravioli with tomato sauce

Pappardelle with Shrimp & broccoli

Salad
Mixed greens tossed with 

goat cheese, candied walnut
 in a raspberry vinaigrette

Entrées (choice of one)
Chicken Sorrentino 

Branzino Almondina

Prime rib Au Jus with roasted 
potatoes, string beans & carrots

Salmon Marco Polo

Dessert, One Glass of Wine, Coffee, Tea
No coupons accepted.

Call now for reservations.
Open Wednesday–Sunday 4–10 p.m.

$60 
per person

ods and helped him to cre-
ate pieces using a new form 
of artistic language.

“I enjoyed the feeling 
of carving on the metal 
plates,” Lanjun said. “It 
was very close to drawing 
with a pencil onto paper.”

It can take up to a week 
for Lanjun to complete a 
plate as he carves each sin-
gle line of the design using 
a tool with a point no bigger 
than a needle, Wang said. 
And taking a cue from the 
pointillists, Lanjun even 
spent a year carving a de-
sign dot by dot onto one of 
his molds. 

“He invented the tech-
nique,” Wang said. “It was 
maybe more than 1 million 
dots carved.” 

Once finished with a 
carving, Lanjun then ap-
plies ink to the mold before 
pressing it onto a heavy 
stock paper that he buys 
from a French company. 

He has even developed 
his own style of inking, 
Wang said. 

Rather than creating 
two plates, one for black ink 
and the other for the colored 
liquid, Lanjun sparingly 
applies both types of ink to 
each plate, thereby creat-
ing a print with black and 
white portions accented by 
bursts of low-key colors.

The finished projects 
resemble traditional Chi-
nese watercolors, including 
designs that mimic typical 
brush strokes, but any like-
ness to realistic landscapes 
is purely coincidental, 
Wang said. 

“It is all abstract,” 
Wang said. “He feels, com-
pared with realism, ab-
straction is a more effective 
vehicle to express his inter-
nal feelings and emotions. 
Realism belongs more to 
the classics than the con-
temporary.”

It’s this adherence to 
tradition but broken down 
and recreated through an 
abstract eye that made Lan-
jun the obvious choice to 
star in the Contemporary 
Artists and Critics Associa-
tion’s first solo show. 

Lanjun is showing 22 
of his pieces of multiple 
sizes that were created us-
ing various techniques and 
methods, but each clearly 

falls within the current def-
initions of contemporary. 

Of course, that doesn’t 
mean Lanjun isn’t inter-
ested in refining those defi-
nitions as he continues to 
create. 

“In his mind,” Wang 
said, “the supreme aim is to 
apply the simpliest vocabu-
lary to express the most 
profound emotions.”

ZHANG LANJUN
Continued from Page 31

IF YOU GO

Still Waters Run Deep

When: Through Tuesday, 
Feb. 11
Where: The Gallery of 
Amerasia Bank, 41-02 
Main St. Second Floor, 
Flushing

Zhang Lanjun carves lines into copper plates to create his prints 
(above). The artist (below l.) speaks with guests at the opening of 
his show “Still Waters Run Deep” in Flushing last week. 

Photos courtesy Contemporary Artists and Critics Association and artist
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

Across
1. October birthstone
5. Floor model
9. Like a retro carpet
13. All-night party
14. Go off
16. Stow, as cargo
17. Far-reaching societal 
grouping?
19. Privy to
20. Summer footware
21. Draw
22. Left at sea
23. Director Kazan
25. Tot's "bakery" products
27. Marathoner's mistake?
31. King Kong, e.g.
32. Desertlike
33. True partner?
37. Like some dorms
39. Located
42. Eastern discipline
43. ___ an era
45. Bad day for Caesar?
47. Triumphed
48. District Attorney's 
request to a jury?
52. Sicilian seaport
55. Potting need
56. China setting?
57. Play part
59. Play parts
63. Addict
64. Bar Harbor affair, 
perhaps?
66. Learned one
67. Herd member
68. Iroquoian Indian
69. Studied
70. Cupid's counterpart
71. Silent assents

ALL KNOTTED UPCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

February 7-13, 2014

By Pete Canty

E-xtra

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

E A C H C A C H E S P A N
R O L E O G L E D P O R E
O N U S P I A N O P I E C E
S E E M I L D A C T O R

W H I N E F A D E
S E E I N G C O L D S N A P
A M A T I R O O M Y U S A
P O P S C U R D S S T I R
I T O L A P P S S O F A S
D E N T U R E S S E R E N E

A N T E Y E N T A
O W I N G A I N T T A B
W O O D S T A C K S P U R E
N O T E S P R E E A R I D
S L A M P R E S S T E A S

Down
1. Planets and such
2. Graph or legal intro
3. Mary Kay rival
4. Hard to lift
5. Goes downhill?
6. Baseball stat
7. "Everything ___ go!"
8. Kia model
9. Like a banana peel, say
10. Vietnam's capital
11. Cherish
12. Rest room sign
15. Get ready to drive
18. Some surrealist works
24. Prefix with culture
26. August hrs.
27. Regatta, e.g.
28. Stratford-___-Avon
29. Requirement
30. "___ Be" (Beatles hit)
34. First caucus locale

35. Prima donna problems
36. Hamlet, e.g.
38. Like pages of an old 
book, perhaps
40. Breyers rival
41. Testifiers
44. Controversial coat 
material
46. Pizzeria order
49. Mosque officials
50. Find
51. Jets set?
52. Remote button
53. Examine
54. Feudal lord
58. Seating section
60. Claudius's successor
61. Oklahoma city
62. Fr. holy women
65. No Clue

astonishing.”  
Blake, who was born 

in Panama, started playing 
professionally at the age of 
12 with people like Dizzy 
Gillespie and Tito Puente.  

“My music culture is a 
combination of Latin with 

Afro-American,” Blake 
said.

He is always happy to 
play for a place like Flush-
ing Town Hall.

“It is a great venue for 
musicians,” Blake said. “I 
like that they are open to 
the arts because the arts 
are being attacked in so 
many ways. Everyone has 
the opportunity to both 

learn and get involved in 
the arts regardless of their 
age.” 

Flushing Town Hall is 
located at 137-35 Northern 
Blvd. at the corner of Linden 
Place. For more information 
on upcoming events, call 
(718) 463-7700 or go to www.
flushingtownhall.org.

Jazz
Continued from Page 32

tured along Jamaica Ave-
nue and stopping at Forest 
Parkway.

Everyone who passed 
by had some sort of cell-
phone that was capable of 
taking photos. With the re-
tractable steps open, peo-

ple of all ages climbed atop 
them and posed.   There 
was actually one man who 
asked if he would be able to 
purchase a vehicle, which 
although it can be rented, 
can never bought.  

“No matter where you 
come from, the Wienermo-
bile is a sight that makes 
people smile from ear to 
ear,” Vazquez said. “I love 

giving people ‘that special 
moment’ when they either 
see it for the first time or 
remember it from the age 
of 5.” 

Soon, the two Weiner-
mobile drivers will be head-
ing out of town, but expect 
to return while the 50th and 
75th anniversaries of the 
World’s Fair are being cele-
brated around the borough.

Oscar
Continued from Page 35

PRODUCTIONS

“Not Your Mama’s Fairy 
Tales or: In Real Life, 
Everything Sucks” — The 
TRUF Theater Co. presents 
an irreverent spin on three 
classic fairy tales.
When: Through Saturday, 
Feb. 8
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18
Website: www.thetruf.org

“The Unlikely Ascent of 
Sybil Stevens” — New Voices 
Projects presents the world 

premiere of this play about 
a fl ight attendant, who is the 
sole survivor of a plane crash. 
When: Through Feb. 23
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Twelfth Night” — The 
Aquila Theatre presents 
Shakespeare’s comedy 
of romance, mystery and 
mistaken identity. 
When: Friday, Feb. 14, 2 pm; 
Saturday, Feb. 15, 2 pm and 8 

pm; and Sunday, Feb. 16, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $49
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

“Hurlyburly” — David Rabe’s 
comedy focuses on four men 
caught up in the hedonistic 
lifestyle of mid-1980s 
Hollywood.
When: Feb. 14 to March 1, 
Tuesday to Saturday at 7 pm, 
Saturday and Sunday at 2 pm
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.
org

Continued from Page 38

Valentine's Dinner $44.95 p/person
Friday, 02/14/14

APPETIZER (choice of)
» Buffalo Mozzarella  
 and Prosciutto
» Baked Clams
» Fried Calamari
» Soup of the Day

PASTA (choice of)
» Lobster Ravioli with  
 Shrimp, Scallops  
 and Crab Meat
» Penne alla Vodka

MAIN COURSE (choice of)
» Surf and Turf  
 (Filet Mignon and  
 Lobster Tail)
» Lamb Osso Buco  
 served with  
 Fettuccini
» Veal Scallopini Ducale 
 (Mushroom, Sun Dried  
 Tomato, Asparagus, Porto  
 Wine Sauce)
» Red Snapper and Shrimp  
 Scampi Combination 
» Salmone alla Italiana

INCLUDES DESSERT, COFFEE OR TEA  
AND GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE

DUCALE RISTORANTE 
(718) 767-4699

 
Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

erson
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MUSIC

Queens Symphony Orchestra 
— This family concert features 
performances of Victoria 
Bond’s “The Frog Prince” and 
Prokofi ev’s “Peter and the 
Wolf.” Come an hour earlier to 
watch the musicians warm up in 
“Meet the Instruments!”
When: Sunday, Feb. 9, 3 pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall at 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free, but call for ticket 
reservations
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

La Voz de Tres — Chilean 
vocalist Natalia Bernal, 
keyboardist Mike Eckroth and 
seven-string guitarist Jason 
Ennis blend the rhythms of 
Latin music with the Great 
American Songbook.
When: Friday, Feb. 14, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/general admission, 
$10/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700, ext. 
222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Gigi D’Alessio — The 
international Italian pop star 
appears with special guest 
Anna Tatangelo.
When: Friday, Feb. 14, 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium at 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $99 - $125
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Christine Andreas and Martin 
Silvestri — Join the masters of 

the romantic ballad, as Andreas 
and Silvestri perform. 
When: Feb. 14, 8 pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall at 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $38 - $59
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

DANCE

Ballet Hispanico — This 
troupe explores the diversity 
of Latino culture through the 
fusion of classical, Latin and 
contemporary dance. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 8, 8 pm; 
Sunday, Feb. 9, 3 pm
Where: Goldstein Theatre at 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $49/premium, $29/
orchestra
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

“The Best of Tango” — An 
evening dedicated to the sultry 
dance sets up shop for eight 
weeks in Sunnyside.
When: Through March 23, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $35/general admission, 
$32/seniors and students, $30/
Fridays only
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students

Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the 
Bread and Puppet Theater, has 
been chosen for the Queens 
Museum fi rst solo exhibition. 
The show consists of two large-
scale immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

2013 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
presents 15 new commissions 
that respond to the park’s 
unique waterfront, urban 
environment with conceptual 
and formal artworks that are 
visually compelling, mysterious 
and provocative. 
When:  Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Year of Brazil: Art of South 
America — The Godwin-
Ternbach Museum highlights 
South American artworks from 
its permanent collection. 
When: Through August

Art
Continued from Page 34

Where: The Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College 
Klapper Hall, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

KIDS & FAMILY

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 
outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353 
Website: www.nyscience.org

Laptop Time — Teens learn 
how to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through a 

cloud of a million jellyfi sh and visit 
an alien world where the tiniest 
creatures live in this 3D theater 
presentation. Recommended for 
children 6 years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & Me — 
Meet other moms and help your 
little ones socialize and play with 
other children. Chabad of Long 
Island City provides mommies 
and their babies, ages newborn 
to 4, with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture Lounge 
— All musicians, poets, writers, 
singers-songwriters, comedians 
and performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 
28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.rapturelounge.
com

Astoria Comedy All Stars — Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different 
comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. The 
show is absolutely free, no cover 
charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 

43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

The Regulars Comedy Show 
— Every Wednesday night New 
York’s up-and-coming and 
already arrived comedians 
hang out and tell jokes at The 
Creek & The Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The Cave, 
10-93 Jackson Ave., Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Queen’s Secret Improv Club 
— On Friday nights, teams 
perform seven improvisation 
comedy sets on the half-hour. 
Tickets are good for all seven 
shows.
When: Fridays, 7:30 pm to 11 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/good for all or any of 
the seven performances
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

Face Off Unlimited presents 
Improvius Maximus — Long-
form improv teams compete 
in Mighty Caesar’s arena for 
laughs and glory.
When: Fridays, 10:30 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

VISIT US AT 
TIMES

LEDGER.COM

“The Uninvited” — This 
supernatural thriller, presented 
by the Parkside Players, centers 
on a charming house in England 
with a dark secret.
When: Saturday, Feb. 15 to 
Saturday, March 1; Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors, 
$10/children
Contact: (718) 353-7388

Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

“Richard III” — The Queens 
Players infuse a punk sensibility 
into Shakespeare’s drama, 
now set in 1980s punk clubs in 
England. 
When: Feb. 27 to March 15
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Anything Goes” — Theatre by 
the Bay presents Cole Porter’s 
musical-comedy set aboard a 

ocean liner from New York to 
London includes the classic songs 
“You’re the Top,” “I Get a Kick Out 
of You” and “Anything Goes.”
When: March 1 to March 16, 
Saturdays at 8 pm (no show 
March 15) and Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

“Nunsense The Mega-Musical” 
— In this reboot of the original 
Off-Broadway smash, the Little 

Theater
Continued from Page 38

Sisters of Hoboken put on a 
variety show to raise money.
When: Saturday, March 8 to Sunday, 
March 16, Friday at 8 pm, Saturday at 
8 pm and Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater 
at St. Margaret Parish, 66-05 
79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, 
$12/children 11 and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

AUDITIONS

Douglaston Community 

Theatre — Auditions for 
the theater group’s next 
production, the psychological 
thriller “Night Must Fall,” will be 
held next week. The show will 
take place during the fi rst three 
weeks of May.
When: Monday, Feb. 10; Tuesday, 
Feb. 11 and Thursday, Feb. 13, 
from 7:30 pm to 9 pm
Where: Zion Episcopal Church 
Hall on Church Street, one 
block north of Northern 
Boulevard
Contact: Madelon Avallone 
at (516) 623-3692 for more 
information.

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382
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64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth | 718.672.9696 | Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com

O’N EILL’S
Valentine’s Day 

Friday, Feb.14th

Come Join us For

Special Valentine’s Day Menu

Treat that special someone to a magnificent  
dinner, in a romantic setting. And at a price that 

won’t break your budget!

We’ll also have Guys-Night-Out/Girls-Night-Out 
“Lonely Hearts” bar specials for groups who just 

want to celebrate being single!

Complimentary Valentine’s Favors
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, FEB 7-13, 2014      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

43

TL



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
 7

-13
, 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
44

TL

After more than 40 years in 
the business, the owner of Doug-
laston Deli has decided to step 
down and pass the torch on to his 
oldest son.

Richard Walters, who has 
run the store at 44-23 Douglaston 
Parkway since 1977, will soon be 
retiring and his son Matt will take 
over as owner. Richard Walters 
began the long chapter in his life 
in 1972 when he took a job work-
ing at the deli. Five years later, he 
brought the store and officially 
became a business owner.

“I had worked in delis before 
and always want to own by own 
business,” Richard Walters said. 
“So when the opportunity came, 
I took it.”

In 1995, a teenaged Matt 
Walters started working at his fa-
ther’s business, helping out at the 
counter and with other customer 
service tasks. He left for a short 
period to attend college at SUNY 
Cortland, but today, 19 years 
later, Matt Walters is still hap-
pily employed at the deli where he 
grew up.

“I went to school because you 
never want to rule that out, but I 
love seeing my dad here and how 
much he loves coming to work 
every day,” he said. “This is the 
only job I’ve ever had and I always 
knew I wanted to take over some 
day.”

During his time spent at the 
deli, Matt Walters has learned 
the ins and outs of the business 
from his father and his business 
partner, Robert Brancato, who 
became part owner in 1998. He 
learned his father’s recipes when 
he started cooking about seven 
years ago and is now looking for-
ward to taking over his leader-
ship role.

The deli features salads, 
sandwiches, wraps, breakfast 
items and eight different variety 
of soups every day, all made from 

completely from scratch. In the 37 
years that Richard Walters has 
owned Douglaston Deli, he has 
closed his store just once a year, 
on Christmas Day. His commit-
ment and dedication to remain 
open, even during the most dif-
ficult times, is something he said 
he takes great pride in.

Through every stretch of un-
desirable weather the area has re-
ceived over the last four decades, 
Richard Walters has vowed to 
find a way to keep his store open 
for the customers who depend on 

him, and he has not disappointed. 
Even during Superstorm Sandy 
that hit the city in 2012, he said he 
did everything he could to make 
sure he was able to open the deli.

“Sometimes it would take 
five or six hours to get there dur-
ing blizzards, but I made it,” he 
said. “A few times I even drove all 
the way to Brooklyn for milk and 
bread because the community 
was so snowed in. It didn’t even 
go through my mind that I might 
not be opening and people loved 
that.”

Matt Walters said he is ex-
cited to be able to finally take 
over the business, but he will 
miss working with his father like 
he has every day for the past 19 
years.

“He taught me everything 
and I’ll miss him being here,” he 
said. “But I’m looking forward to 
building even more relationships 
with even more customers.”

Owning a restaurant is not 
easy, and Richard Walters said 
he has gone many years without 
ever being able to take a vacation. 
Now that he has decided to retire, 
he said he will most look forward 
to spending more time with his 
family, including his three young 
grandchildren. There are many 
things about the business he said 
he will miss not being there every 
day, but none greater than his 
customers.

“Thank you to all of them for 
their friendship and patronage,” 
he said. “Not one day did I ever 
say, ‘I have to go to work now.’ 
It’s been a pleasure, and after 42 
years, I think that’s enough.”

For more information about 
the store, follow Douglaston Deli 
on Twitter at @Douglaston_Deli.

Reach reporter Kelsey Dur-
ham at 718-260-4573 or by e-mail at 
kdurham@cnglocal.com.

New owner on tap for Douglaston Deli
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Mary.
But Mary Sliwaa con-

tended that was a lie. She 
claimed in court docu-
ments that as head of op-
erations at the Guardian 
Angels, she had access to 
her husband’s voicemail, 
where she found numerous 

messages Katz left Sliwa 
documenting their ongoing 
love affair, including a pre-
wedding tryst.

Mary Sliwa said it was 
ridiculous to think Katz 
used frozen sperm when 
she and Curtis were physi-
cally involved.

“No sane person would 
believe that Katz used an-
cient sperm when she was 
frequently and repeatedly” 

sleeping with Curtis, Mary 
Sliwa wrote.

Katz’s spokesman said 
Mary Sliwa’s claim crossed 
the line.

“Mary’s disgusting 
comment about the method 
of conception of Melinda’s 
children is not only a bald-
faced lie but is far over the 
line of any civil discourse,” 
he said.

“I saw some stuff we 
need to work on. I saw phys-
ical conditions that lead to 
despair,” Sanders said. “I 
saw conditions that are not 
right for the human spirit 
and I encourage NYCHA to 
redouble its efforts to meet 
the needs of people here.”

Sanders said he was go-
ing to introduce a bill that 
would require the state De-
partment of Health to study 
the link, if any, between 
public housing and certain 
illnesses.

“We want them to say, 
‘Is there a problem with 
asthma?’ and if there is to 
start talking about what 
we’re going to do to solve 
this problem,” he said. 
“When we’re speaking of 
asbestos and the freeing of 
asbestos that leads to many 
conditions — the minor one 
would be asthma and the 
major one, of course, would 
be cancer.”

The senator also in-
troduced a bill backing the 
court settlement, which 

would require NYCHA to 
remediate mold within 15 
days of receiving a com-
plaint.

A.U. Hogan, president 
of the Baisley houses ten-
ant association, said NY-
CHA residents have for 
too long been treated like 
second-class citizens, and 
it was time the city cleaned 
up its act.

“I can look back three 
decades. I thought it was a 
coincidence that you got to 
a certain age and you just 
died,” he said. “When you 
look now and you look at 
them start to put up post-
ers about asbestos that got 
inside the tiles and inside 
the bathrooms and inside 
the walls, then you start 

making the correlation 
that maybe some of those 
deaths were attributed to 
that asbestos that has been 
there.”

The senator said it 
would be easy to bash NY-
CHA, but more productive 
to work with the authority 
to remedy the problems.

“Our argument is not 
with the managers. Our ar-
gument is for something — 
for better conditions in our 
apartments, for better con-
ditions, safer streets and a 
better condition out here,” 
Sanders said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 4 

Lawsuit

Continued from Page 4 

Sanders

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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ceived a score of 76 on the 
league’s report card — the 
lowest mark handed out in 
the entire City Council.

Each of the lawmakers 
voted against the contro-
versial bill to charge a fee 
for plastic bags and missed 
three other votes, though 
the poor marks may have 
had more to do with sched-
uling than environmental 
views.

The environmental 
group pointed out that Fer-
reras missed her three votes 
while away on maternity 

leave, and Vallone signed 
on as a sponsor to all three 
of the bills he missed.

On the other end of the 
spectrum, four borough 
lawmakers earned per-
fect scores of 100: Council 
members Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village), 
Danny Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) and Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

Council members 
Gennaro, Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills), Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park), Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) and Ruben Wills (D-
Jamaica) each earned a 94 
on their report cards.

Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) 
received a grade of 91 and 
former Councilman Leroy 
Comrie got a mark of 88.

Overall, the average 
score for an individual 
Council member was 91, 
and the league pointed out 
that the members of the 
new leadership team, in-
cluding Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhat-
tan), scored highly.

“This bodes well for 
the environmental move-
ment in this new era of 
city leadership,” New York 
League of Conservation 
Voters President Marcia 
Bystryn said.

Continued from Page 5

GradesWhen we’re speaking of asbestos and 
the freeing of asbestos that leads 

to many conditions — the minor one 
would be asthma and the major one, of 

course, would be cancer.
State Sen. James Sanders Jr.
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Woodside, right through 
the neighborhood of Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside).  

“He’s been in our pa-
rade before as a Council 
member and as the public 
advocate,” Van Bramer 
said. “I think it’ll be a lot 
of fun to have him here as 
mayor. I think that’s ter-
rific.” 

 Dromm and Van 
Bramer are the two openly 

gay member of the Council.
Astoria resident Bren-

dan Fay, the founder and 
co-chair of the St. Pat’s For 
All Parade, was thrilled to 
hear that the mayor would 
march in Sunnyside.

“Well, that is ground-
breaking news — wow!” 
Fay said. “This is exciting 
and heartening. We are 
delighted that the mayor 
of the city will march with 
us and as mayor he gets to 
lead us all in the only all-
welcoming and inclusive 
St. Patrick’s Day parade.”

Dromm helped Fay 

start the alternative march 
after years of protests and 
arrests at the Fifth Avenue 
parade.

“Unlike the parade on 
Fifth Avenue, the St. Pat’s 
for All in Queens welcomes 
all groups to bring their 
banners. Hospitality is at 
the heart of our parade,” 
Fay said.

Kathleen Walsh 
D’Arcy, the other co-chair 
of St. Pat’s for All, said, 
“How can we work for 
peace and reconciliation 
in Ireland but be divided in 
New York?”

“I think that nation-
ally the Republican lead-
ership sees this as a must 
do because of the political 
climate. They don’t want to 
lose the Latino vote again,” 
she said.

Meng also joined the 
Asian-American caucus, 
which she said is so sparse 
it welcomes non-Asian 
members, such as U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights). The group works 
on nationwide diversity is-
sues, Meng said, and tries 
to tackle problems the 
Asian-American commu-
nity faces.

The congresswoman 
had three pieces of legisla-
tion pass the House in her 
first year. 

The first of these bills 
allowed houses of worship 
that were damaged by Su-
perstorm Sandy to apply for 
federal disaster funds.

The second bill was a 
response to the terrorist at-
tack in Benghazi and gives 
the secretary of state more 
power to discipline U.S. 
State Department employ-
ees who put diplomats in 
danger.

“It helps close the loop-
hole to protect the safety of 
diplomats abroad,” Meng 
said.

The third bill was an 
attempt to eradicate the 
massive backlog of disabili-
ty claims which has caused 
extremely long wait times 
for veterans seeking assis-
tance.

Meng said all of her 
bills have stemmed from 
complaints, concerns or 

ideas that came from con-
stituents, who contacted 
her district office.

When she first took of-
fice, Meng said she quickly 
realized she would need 
more than just the one 
district office in Flushing 
her predecessor had, so 
she opened a second office 
in Forrest Hills, at 118-35 
Queens Blvd., Suite 1610.

“People in Queens re-
ally identify with the local 
neighborhood they’re from, 
so it was very important to 
have an office on Queens 
Boulevard closer to the 
southern and central parts 
of the district,” she said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 5 

Meng
Continued from Page 5 

St. Pat’s

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

businesses in his district.
He said he would in-

stall more NYPD cameras 
in the district and help 
schools acquire new tech-
nology.

Ulrich also pledged to 
help those affected by San-
dy get on their feet again.

“In the midst of all this 
turmoil and despair there 
is hope,” Ulrich said.

Schumer heralded 
Ulrich’s dogged efforts to 
support constituents af-
ter Sandy. He invited the 
community to call his of-
fice with recovery-related 
concerns while announc-
ing that Congress passed 
a four-year moratorium on 
flood insurance hikes.

“Eric’s a homegrown 
fellow,” Schumer said. “It’s 
a great day for you because 
you got here the old-fash-
ioned way — you earned 
it.”

Mark-Viverito echoed 

several speakers in sin-
gling out Ulrich’s practice 
of looking beyond party.

“He was elected by his 
community and that voice 
needs to be respected and 
needs to be at the table,” 
Mark-Viverito said, be-
fore thanking Ulrich, the 
youngest member of the 
Council, for backing her in 
the speaker race. “He was 
also an early supporter of 
mine and that means a lot 
to me.”

Continued from Page 9

Ulrich

site.
The felled trees fueled 

outrage among the farm’s 
neighbors when they no-

ticed the trees had been cut 
down in the fall.

“I hope the judge will 
appreciate our cause of pre-
serving this jewel of our 
community,” said Tammy 
Osherov, a Community 
Board 8 member who lives 

near the Klein farm and 
said she witnessed the trees 
being cut down.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Farm
Continued from Page 16
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Once Charles Granby 

lost his day-to-day pas-
sion for coaching, he knew 
his time on the bench was 
coming to an end.

That’s the way the leg-
endary Campus Magnet 
boys’ basketball coach felt 
at times last season before 
deciding this year will 
be the last of his 45-year 
career at the school. He 
started there as a physical 
education teacher when it 
was Andrew Jackson and 
has been there coaching 
ever since.

“I didn’t feel like 
practicing anymore,” the 
79-year-old Granby said. “I 
didn’t feel like doing cer-
tain things. If there were 
a game every day, it would 
be different.”

Granby, who retired 
from teaching in 1996, 
never lost his love of bas-
ketball, but the time to be 
invested in CPR classes, 
first aid courses and con-
cussion training that are 
required of a PSAL coach 
became too much. No suc-
cessor has been named, 
but Granby is at peace with 
his decision.

“He feels like he’s done 
what he’s needed to do and 
he just says it’s time for the 
next person to step in,” his 
daughter Robyn Granby-
Poole said.

Whoever takes over 
has big shoes to fill.

Granby played col-
legiately at nationally 
ranked Bradley Univer-
sity and won the National 
Invitational Tournament 
title in 1960 alongside Chet 
Walker, a member of the 
Naismith Hall of Fame.

The understated Gran-

by went on to become the 
winningest coach in PSAL 
history with 721 victories. 
He has the second most 
all-time wins in New York 
City and is its second-lon-
gest tenured coach behind 
Molloy’s Jack Curran, who 
died last year after 55 sea-
sons.

His teams won 24 divi-
sion titles, seven Queens 
championships and a city 
crown in 1985 led by guard 
Boo Harvey, who played 
at St. John’s. He is a mem-
ber of the New York state 
and city basketball Hall of 
Fames.

 “I think what he’s 
meant to Queens basket-
ball is immeasurable,” 
Campus Magnet assistant 
Coach Ken Vickers said. 

“He carried the torch 
for Queens basketball,” 
Vickers added about the 
school’s long-standing 
dominance in the bor-
ough’s basketball com-
munity before Cardozo’s 
recent success. “Andrew 
Jackson was what every-
body knew.”  

Granby’s legacy goes 
far beyond his on-court 
success. He never relished 
the spotlight or flaunted 
his accomplishments. 
His perspective on what 
it means to be a coach 
was formed early on in 
his career, when a former 
player told Granby how 
the coach’s emphasis on a 
college education helped to 
shape that player’s life.

“He thought he might 

have wound up in jail or 
something like that, and 
the kid started crying,” 
Granby said. “From that 
day on, I looked at it in a 
different perspective.”

He became more con-
cerned with making sure 
his players were set up for 
success after their high 
school careers were over. 
College became as much 
the goal as titles.

There have been nu-
merous success stories. 
Newly elected Brooklyn 
City Councilman Rob-
ert Cornegy Jr. played 
for Granby and current 
Orlando Magic forward 
Kyle O’Quinn was pushed 
by Granby to get serious 
about basketball.

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports
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Christ the King lost its 

composure along with an 
important basketball game 
at Bishop Loughlin.

The Royals saw senior 
center Adonis Delarosa 
ejected for a flagrant foul 
in the third quarter of an 
eventual 76-74 loss to the 
rival Lions in Fort Greene 
last Friday.

The game, which was 
physical and choppy on 
both sides, was a battle for 
first place in the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Class 
AA division and a rematch 
of last year’s city final won 
by CK.

The 6-foot-11 Dela-
rosa was ejected after he 
clothes-lined Loughlin star 
guard Mike Williams, who 
was racing toward the hoop 
attempting to dunk the ball 
on him with one-hand.

Williams did not re-
turn and went to the hospi-
tal. He received two staples 
to close the cut in the back 
of his head. He does not 

have a concussion and will 
be out three to five days, ac-
cording to Loughlin Coach 
Ed Gonzalez.

Delarosa will be sus-
pended for two games by 
league rules, but will be 
back for the meeting be-
tween the two teams meet 
in Middle Village Feb. 9. 
Royals Coach Joe Arbitello 
wasn’t happy with how his 
team handled itself in the 
heated contest.

“It was out of control,” 
Arbitello said. “We were at 
fault as much as they were 
at fault. I told my guys and 
we huddled up there, next 
guy to say a word will sit 
on the bench for the rest of 
the game, next guy to talk 
to somebody, push some-
body, do anything like that 
is done. And the play with 
Adonis was just ridicu-
lous.”

The contest was 
marred by shenanigans 
that started when the 
teams traded barbs with 
each other while crossing 

Royals team loses cool 
in defeat by Loughlin

Legendary coach to retire
Campus Magnet’s Charles Granby leaving the bench after 45 years

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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Christ the King’s Rawle Alkins drives against Bishop Loughlin’s 
Tyreik Sanders. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Campus Magnet Coach Charles Granby is joined by his daughter, Robyn Granby-Poole, surrounded by 
trophies in his Jamaica apartment. Photo by Christina Santucci
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My original plan was 
to write a column encour-
aging hoops fans to expe-
rience the boys’ basketball 
rivalry between Christ the 
King and Bishop Loughlin 
in Fort Greene.

That feeling has 
changed after the display 
the two teams put on last 
Friday night. Now, you 
might want to proceed with 
caution.

What transpired was 
something I expect to see 
at a streetball game at Gau-
chos Gym or a late night 
contest in Dyckman’s pro 
and college summer league, 

not in a Catholic high school 
contest.

Loughlin Athletic Di-
rector Angela Proce had 
to get on the microphone, 
much like announcer Joe 
Pope would do at Dyckman, 
to tell the players she would 
stop the game if they could 
not control their emotions 
and actions.

“The tradition of our 
league is good, hard-nosed 
play and very competitive,” 
Lions Coach Ed Gonzalez 
said. “We don’t need that 
stuff.”

It took Loughlin star 
Mike Williams getting 
hurt for things to finally 
settle down. He was clothes-
lined going up for a dunk 
by Christ the King cen-
ter Adonis Delarosa. The 
Rutgers-bound guard hit 
the back of his head hard. 
Luckily, he needed just two 

staples to close a deep cut.
Delarosa was then 

pushed in the back of the 
head by a fan rushing on 
the court as another tried 
to land a punch, but was 
stopped by security. It was 
the only incident involving 
an otherwise well-behav-
ing, standing-room only 

crowd.
Christ the King Coach 

Joe Arbitello called his 
players’ actions “ridicu-
lous” and “childish.” He 
was right on the money. 
There is no place for that on 
any basketball court.

Both teams lost their 
composure early during 

a brief heated exchange 
coming off the layup lines. 
There were constant first 
quarter stoppages because 
of chippy play. Loughlin’s 
Issak Bodon retaliated 
with a shove of CK’s Tra-
vis Atson after he pushed 
Lions teammate Keith Wil-
liams, who had just blocked 
his shot. Delarosa was the 
first one over to play peace-
maker.

“It was out of control,” 
Arbitello said.

They finally got to just 
playing basketball after 
Williams’ injury, but left 
CK fans with a disappoint-
ing 76-74 Loughlin victory 
that didn’t include Wil-
liams or Delarosa over the 
final quarter and a half.

Rivalries can lead to 
high emotions and extra-
curricular actions. I get it. 
Nike was there giving away 

T-shirts after adding some 
pizzazz to the Lions’ courts. 
The game was streamed 
live over the Internet.

This wasn’t the first 
time many of these kids 
played in a game like this. 
They need to know better 
and represent their school 
and league better than they 
did.

I commend the coach-
es and administrators for 
doing the best they could 
to get things under control, 
and they kept things from 
being much worse. The 
players, like kids constant-
ly being told no, kept at it 
anyway.

A game that is sup-
posed to promote the teams 
and the league for all the 
things good about them will 
be remembered only for the 
inexcusable ugliness that 
transpired instead.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Sierra Calhoun’s 

dream of playing in the 
McDonald’s All-American 
game formed from watch-
ing it on television at a 
young age. The Christ the 
King senior will now get a 
chance to be the player oth-
ers aspire to be.

The Duke-bound 
guard remembers tuning 
in to see former UConn star 
Mya Moore playing in the 
contest that featured the 24 
best players in the country 
in 2007.

This year when she 
was eligible to take part in 
the game, she nervously sat 
with her family at home in 
Brooklyn as the group was 
announced on the selec-
tion show Jan. 29. Plenty 
of hugs ensued when she 
learned she could put her 
name alongside Moore and 
eight other Christ the King 
greats.

“I just feel blessed to 

be ... with all those other 
names that got chosen,” 
Calhoun said.

Royals teammate Deja 
Johnson was one of a few 
people she texted to tell 
her the news. Johnson said 
Calhoun didn’t talk much 
about wanting to play in 
the game, but you could tell 
it meant a lot to her.

“I was more happy 
than her,” Johnson said. 
“I’ve seen her work hard 
since freshman year, so I 
was just happy that she got 
what she wanted.”

Calhoun joins Roy-
als alumni Sue Bird, 
Chamique Holdsclaw, Shay 
Doran, Carrem Gay, Tina 
Charles, Lorin Dixon and 
Bria Smith as McDonald’s 
All-Americans Nazareth’s 
Bianca Cuevas will join 
her in the contest that will 
be televised nationally 
on ESPN April 2 from the 
United Center in Chicago. 
It marks the first time two 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 

players were selected to 
play in the same year. Cal-
houn has been a stellar rep-
resentative of the league 
and her school.

“Every positive qual-
ity you could want in a per-
son, your own child, this 
young lady has,” Christ the 
King Principal Peter Man-
narino said.

Calhoun, the sister of 
former CK star Omar Cal-
houn, was much ballyhooed 
entering high school. She 
played varsity as a fresh-
men and led the Royals to 
the diocesan title as sopho-
more. There as been a ma-
turity to her and her game.

Calhoun is a stronger 
leader and more complete 
player now. She scores 
when needed, rebounds, de-
fends and makes her team-
mates around her better. 
The Royals have just three 
losses and are in first place 
in their division.

“She’s taken her game 
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Staszewski

Block Shots

Sierra Calhoun chosen to play 
as McDonald’s All American

CK’s rivalry match marred by mayhem
Players should know better than to lose composure during matchup between Royals and Lions

Christ the King’s Adonis Delarosa commits a hard foul against 
Bishop Loughlin’s Michael Williams, causing Williams to leave 
the game with a head injury and Delarosa to be ejected. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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The St. John’s Univer-

sity women’s basketball 
team hasn’t forgotten Oc-
tober when the preseason 
Big East rankings were 
announced. The Red Storm 
was picked third and is now 
making it a point of trying 
to show the league’s coach-
es they were a little bit off.

“We kind of have a 
chip on our shoulder about 
that,” senior guard Eugene-
ia McPherson said. “We try 
not to worry about things 
like that, but our goal is to 
win the Big East tourna-
ment. When we were picked 
third, that kind of gave us 
an edge.”

St. John’s (16-1, 9-1) has 
used that edge as well as a 
deep and balanced roster 
to get off to a torrid start to 
conference play. The Red 
Storm won nine straight 
Big East games since los-
ing its opener on the road 

against Xavier. They are 
11-1 in their last 12 games 
with help from the return 
of McPherson from a torn 
ACL and the addition of 
Clemson transfer guard 
Danaejah Grant.

“I think we always felt 
we had a pretty good group 
that would jell and come to-
gether when we had every-
one available,” St. John’s 
Coach Joe Tartamella said.

It hasn’t been easy. 
There were tight road wins 
over Marquette and Vil-
lanova before coming home 
and rallying to beat George-
town and avenging the loss 
to Xavier with a lopsided 
80-48 victory. St. John’s fol-
lowed that up by taking out 
Seton Hall 69-48 in South 
Orange Feb. 1.

“Whatever that adver-
sity is for that game, we 
find a way to win,” McPher-
son said.

She has been a big rea-
son why.

McPherson, who re-
cently scored her 1,000th 
career point, has exceled in 
the point guard role, a key 
position for a team capable 
of a balanced attack. She 
is averaging 8.8 points per 
game and is the team lead-
er in assists, just ahead of 
freshman Aaliyah Lewis.

“I’m more confident in 
having that role,” she said. 
“Initially I wasn’t.”

McPherson has pro-
vided a steady hand run-
ning the offense, but Grant, 
a sophomore, has emerged 
as the team’s second lead 
scorer at 11.3 points per 
game. Her 5-foot-9 frame 
and strength are a handful 
for opposing defenders.

“She is much longer 
than people understand,” 
Tartamella said. “She can 
guard multiple positions. 
She can score at will. She 
has a chance to be a special 
player.”

St. John’s basketball surges 
to top of Big East standings

Continued on Page 49 Continued on Page 49
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Former Mary Louis 

star Jasmine Nwajei put 
on display the reason why 
there is so much buzz 
around the Wagner College 
freshman point guard.

She played just seven 
minutes in the first half be-
cause of foul trouble against 
St. Francis College, feeling 
angry she couldn’t help her 
teammates. The Rockaway 
Park native was soothed by 
the fact that her team went 
into the half with a lead, 
but a victory couldn’t be se-
cured without her.

“When I got in, I knew 
it was time to just take 
over,” Nwajei said.

She proceeded to score 
25 of her 27 points in the 
second half of a 73-62 vic-
tory over the host Terriers 
Jan. 27. Nwajei connected 
on nine of 15 shots after the 
break, including two three-
pointers and was seven-for-
nine from the free throw 
line. One of those treys she 
banked in from the top of 
the key as the shot clock 
was winding down with 
4:23 left to play in the game 
to give Wagner its largest 
lead at 57-48.

“That topped it off,” 
Nwajei said. “I was like, 
‘That’s going in? It’s over. 
They are not coming 
back.’”

She has turned it on 

since Northeast Conference 
play has begun, earning 
three Rookie of the Week 

Awards. Nwajei is averag-
ing 15.7 points per game and 
5.1 rebounds. She came into 
the Staten Island school 
as the face of second-year 
Coach Lisa Cermignano’s 
prize recruiting class and 
has so far delivered.

“Getting into confer-
ence [games], she is start-
ing to play like Jasmine 
with that confidence,” the 
coach said.

There was a learning 
curve early. Nwajei, who 
helped Murry Bergtraum 
win its 15th straight PSAL 
city title last season, wasn’t 
a point guard predomi-
nantly in high school. Cer-
mignano loaded up the Sea-
hawks’ non-league schedule 

with major programs like 
Kentucky, Seton Hall, VCU, 
Pittsburgh and Rutgers. It 
challenged Nwajei and her 
young team, which is 4-16 
overall and 3-6 in confer-
ence play.

Nwajei leads the team 
in assists with 80, but had 
turnover problems early. 
That has improved as she’s 
gained more experience 
and gotten to know her 
teammates better.

“It was an adjustment 
because now you have to 
know personnel more,” 
Nwajei said. “The light is 
more on you to make the de-
cision, not someone else.”

The spotlight and re-
sponsibility of being a col-

lege team’s go-to player is 
something she has grown 
comfortable with. She 
knows that in close games, 
like the one against St. 
Francis, the final minutes 
are her time to shine.

Cermignano thinks 
she needs to be even more 
aggressive than she is be-
cause of her ability to at-
tack the basket. It will make 
Nwajei now and in the fu-
ture a bigger weapon and 
advantage for Wagner than 
the one already living up to 
the expectations placed on 
her when she arrived.

“She’s a superstar,” St. 
Francis Coach John Thur-
ston said. “She just took 
over the game.”

“A guy like him always 
had his eyes focused on 
kids who needed help when 
we didn’t know we needed 
it,” said former player Ed-
die Harris, a 1979 graduate. 
“When you have someone 
like that, it’s very special.”

Added basketball tal-
ent evaluator Tom Konchal-
ski, “You have to admire 
anyone who has worked 
with kids for 45 years.”

His message has 
stayed the same. Granby 

still gives his players the 
“Ugly Life” speech about 
the disadvantages of not 
having a college degree. He 
has helped inner city kids 
work toward a better life 
his entire career.

“He meant so much to 
the community, not only 
basketball-wise,” Campus 
Magnet senior captain 
Nohah Vickers, Ken’s son, 
said. “He was a model to ev-
erybody.”

The inexperienced 
Bulldogs have struggled 
this season with a 3-9 re-
cord in league play. Nohah 
Vickers and his teammates 

wish they could send him 
out with a better year.

“There is definitely an 
urgency to win right away,” 
he said.

Granby said leaving 
coaching will allow him to 
travel more. He can head to 
the Caribbean or visit fam-
ily when it’s cold and snowy 
in New York. His time to 
leave coaching has come.

“I didn’t plan to stay 
for 45 years coaching the 
team, but it just evolved,” 
Granby said. “I just felt like 
it was time for me to get out 
now. You just feel like it is 
time to go.”

paths coming back from 
the layup lines. Midway 
through the second quarter 
Christ the King’s Travis 
Atson pushed Loughlin’s 
Keith Williams after get-
ting his shot blocked. Li-
ons teammate Issak Bodon 
then shoved Atson in retal-
iation, resulting in double 
technical fouls.

“Emotions were high,” 
Loughlin’s Javian Delacruz 
said.

Things escalated from 
there. The Rutgers-bound 
Williams got free along the 
left side with Loughlin up 
48-44 with 4:31 left in the 
third quarter and Delarosa 
sent him spiraling to the 
floor hard. Delarosa was 
then pushed in the back 
of the head by a fan who 
rushed onto the court. An-
other attempted to land a 
punch, but was stopped and 

escorted out by school offi-
cials.

Cooler heads eventu-
ally prevailed. CK hung in, 
but struggled without Dela-
rosa.

Seton Hall-bound 
guard Khadeen Carrington 
attacked the basket for 
Loughlin and Delacruz 
buried a three-pointer to 
give Loughlin a 62-53 lead 
heading into the fourth 
quarter. The Lions (17–3) 
twice held a 10-point lead 
in the fourth, but Arbitello 
thought his team wasn’t 
playing less aggressively 
after the ejection.

“We lost a 6-11 guy that 
makes us a little bit more 
physical,” Arbitello said. 
“That’s what we lost.”

The Royals (16–4) 
pulled within 74–72 with 
44.2 seconds left on a three-
pointer by Rawle Alkins. 
A Loughlin turnover gave 
CK the ball back with 17 
ticks left, but Darius James 
forced Andre Walker out of 

bounds as he tried to con-
trol an inbound pass along 
the sideline.

“It’s a tough loss for 
us,” Alkins said. “We had 
the chance to win. We had 
the game in the bag. We 
had a beautiful play drawn 
and we couldn’t get it in 
bounds.

Carrington, who 
scored the 2,000th point of 
his career, scored 24 points, 
Delacruz had 15 and Wil-
liams finished with 14. 
Bodon chipped in 10. Alkins 
led Christ the King with 23 
points, Atson has 17 and 
Andre Walker added 15.

Alkins said Loughlin 
should enjoy this victory, 
its first over CK in its last 
seven tries. That’s because 
he doesn’t see the same re-
sult when the Lions come to 
Middle Village.

“They can cherish the 
moment right now,” Alkins 
said. “But when we see 
them again, it’s going to be 
a different story.”

Royals
Continued from Page 47 

Granby
Continued from Page 47 

Rockaway native living up to expectations at Wagner

Jasmine Nwajei drib-
bles up the court during 
the 2013 Mayor’s Cup. 

Photo by William Thomas

Junior post Amber 
Thompson has also come 
on as conference play be-

gan, consistently record-
ing double-doubles. That 
and the play off the bench 
of Keylantra Langley have 
taken some of the pressure 
off starting guards Briana 
Brown and Aliyyah Hand-

ford.
“When they are all 

hitting on all cylinders,” 
Tartamella said, “it’s fun to 
watch.”

They are proving to be 
tough to beat as well.

St. John
Continued from Page 48 

up a notch and really got-
ten very comfortable with 
her abilities,” CK Coach 
Bob Mackey said. “I think 
last year she was pressing 
and pressing and trying 
to do so many things. This 
year I think she is relaxed. 
She’s feeling confident in 

her teammates and they’re 
doing so many good things 
to help her along.”

Siena-bound forward 
Kollyns Scarbrough said 
she couldn’t imagine play-
ing with the pressure Cal-
houn has been under dur-
ing her career. Calhoun 
talked about how her par-
ents’ support and watch-
ing her brother deal with 
the spotlight helped her. 
She also learned from be-

ing Smith and Nia Oden’s 
teammate as a freshman. 
She saw what it took to lead 
not only in games, but also 
at practice.

“It’s something to see 
how hard they worked,” 
Calhoun said. “As a fresh-
man it opened my eyes to 
how hard you have to work 
to get to where they were.”

And to where she is 
now.

Calhoun
Continued from Page 48 

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, FEB. 7—13, 2014      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

W
eek 33

Easy #77 Hard #77



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
 7

-13
, 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
50

TL

process.
Police Commissioner 

Bill Bratton said he was 
confident he could keep the 
city safe without relying on 
unconstitutional stops.

“We will not break 
the law to enforce the law. 
That’s my solemn prom-
ise to every New Yorker, 
regardless of where they 
were born, where they live 
or what they look like,” he 
said. “Those values aren’t 
at odds with keeping New 
Yorkers safe — they are es-
sential to long-term public 
safety.”

The battle over the 
Police Department’s con-
troversial stop-and-frisk 
policies — which support-
ers argue have been instru-
mental in bringing crime 

rates down to historic lows 
— stretches back to the 
waning days of the 1990s, 
when the Center for Con-
stitutional Rights filed a 
lawsuit challenging stop-
and-frisk in the wake of 
the fatal shooting by police 
of Amadou Diallo in the 
Bronx.

In 2003, Manhattan 
District Judge Shira Schei-
ndlin oversaw a settlement 
agreement in the case that 
required the NYPD to docu-
ment individual stops, and 
in the following years the 
numbers skyrocketed.

The legal advocacy 
group in 2008 filed a federal 
class-action suit against 
the city, and last August, 
following a nine-week tri-
al, Scheindlin found the 
NYPD’s use of stop-and-
frisk to be unconstitutional 
and racially discriminato-
ry. She appointed an inde-

pendent monitor to oversee 
reforming the department.

Soon after the 
Bloomberg administration, 
which ardently disagreed 
with the ruling and ac-
cused Scheindlin of bias, 
appealed the decision and 
late last year the Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
stayed the judge’s orders 
and removed her from the 
case.

Should the appeals 
court grant the city’s mo-
tion, it will be up to the 
newly appointed district 
court justice, Judge Anali-
sa Torres, to decide wheth-
er or not to approve the 
settlement.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

ing still plagues PS/IS 49 
and surrounding schools. 
Now a second expansion is 
planned to accommodate 
roughly 240 additional stu-

dents in the next few years, 
Vaichunas said.

PTA members said 
they hoped the DOE would 
consider Assistant Prin-
cipal Richard Hallenbeck 
for interim acting princi-
pal because his familiarity 
with PS/IS 49 would help 
him steer it through the 

transition.
“When Lombardi told 

the PTA, the executive 
board, there wasn’t a dry 
eye,” said Dorothy Russo, 
vice president of the PTA. 
“He’s going to be a hard act 
to follow. Everyone loved 
him.”

business for the last time 
last Friday, forced to move 
what she could into storage 
with no new location to re-
locate to.

“It’s very hard. I didn’t 
want this day to come,” she 
said.

She said she does not 
know what her next step 
will be as she has little 
money to start a new busi-
ness and has little hope 
of finding a new job as an 
undocumented immigrant 
from Ecuador.

Gualotuna is far from 
alone in her predicament 
since more than 40 busi-
ness owners who make up 
part of the Sunrise Co-op, 
a group trying to move to-
gether, have had their relo-
cation stalled as the group’s 
organizers have scrambled 
to sign a lease on a large 
warehouse space in the 
Bronx.

Marco Neira, one of 
the group’s organizers, 
said the landlord needs to 
clarify a few small issues 
before the co-op can sign 
the lease. The group plans 
to lease 82,000 square feet 
of a 142,000-square-foot 
warehouse in Hunts Point 
and will need to divide the 
space with a wall.

“Until we  figure out 

those issues, we won’t sign 
the lease,” he said.

Neira said all of the co-
op’s members in the Phase 
1 area surrendered their 
businesses’ properties Jan. 
31. He said preparing the 
new space, if and when the 
lease is signed, could take 
up to four months.

Arturo Olaya, presi-
dent of the Willets Point 
Defense Committee, which 
represents tenant business-
es , said the new space is too 
far for business owners to 
commute, the majority of 
whom live in Queens. He 
also doubted whether busi-
nesses will be able to draw 
enough customers to thrive 
 in the new location.

“How will people sur-
vive over there? Our cus-
tomers are here,” Olaya 
said. “People here don’t 
want to compete with the 
junkers in Hunts Point.”

Olaya said he sent 
a letter to Mayor Bill de 
Blasio asking him to help 
negotiate a deal to relocate 
businesses en masse to a lo-
cation in Queens.

As the Jan. 31 deadline 
approached, the city Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 
said more than 50 business-
es had been relocated from 
the Phase 1 area or were 
close to doing so.

The city offered busi-
nesses a supplemental pay-
ment worth 12 months’ rent 
if they left by the end of No-
vember. Now that the sup-
plemental payments have 
expired, the EDC said busi-
nesses can still qualify to 
have their relocation costs 
paid for by the city.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

tween the $22 million bid 
and the $14,862,239.38 a pre-
vious referee determined 
the hospital owed Auberge 
would be handed over to 
the city Department of Fi-
nance.

Both Parkway Acqui-
sition I LLC, which repre-
sents the original hospital, 
and Auberge, which holds 
the debt, could lay claim 
to the money and ask the 
court to intervene, he said.

Since the state Com-
mission on Healthcare Fa-
cilities shut the hospital in 
2008, the Forest Hills build-
ing has racked up 14 open 
violations with the city De-
partment of Buildings and 
seven with the city Envi-
ronmental Control Board.

Typically fees from 
building violations are 
paid for with the purchase 
money, Risi said.

Currently Parkway 
Acquisition I has a $10,700 
tab for infractions that 
range from failing to main-
tain the building exterior 
because of bulging bricks 
to not having its elevator 
annually inspected, accord-
ing to the DOB website.

Since 2008, Parkway’s 
owner and chief executive 
officer, Dr. Robert Aquino, 
lost the battle to reopen it 
as creditors began pursu-
ing him for unpaid debts.

Aquino filed a lawsuit 
in 2009 against then-state 
Assemblyman Anthony 
Seminerio and former Ja-
maica Hospital CEO David 
Rosen, accusing them of 
setting Parkway up to fail 
after Rosen bribed Semi-
nerio to support Jamaica 
Hospital in the state Leg-
islature.  Seminerio died 
in prison and Rosen was 
sentenced to a three-year 
prison term for bribery.

Aquino later pleaded 
guilty to federal bribery 
charges stemming from his 

attempts to pay state Sen. 
Carl Kruger $60,000 in ex-
change for Kruger lobbying 
to revive Parkway. He was 
sentenced to four months in 
prison.

Aquino and Parkway’s 
attorney did not respond to 
requests for comment.

Following a foreclo-
sure judgment issued May 
6, Parkway Acquisition 
filed for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy protection from 
creditors June 17, 2013.

The bankruptcy case 
was dismissed, paving the 
way for the Jan. 10 auction.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 1 

Parkway

Continued from Page 2 

Lombardi

Continued from Page 1 

Willets Pt

killings. Another  Ñetas 
members, Luis “Lae” Ben-
itez, previously pleaded 
guilty to murdering the 
rival gang members, pros-
ecutors said.

Attorneys for the other 
defendants either declined 
to comment or could  not be 
reached for comment. 

Jason Cabral, the Ñe-
tas’ leader, devised a plan 
to rob and kill Marcano be-
cause of his affiliation with 
the Latin Kings, according 

to prosecutors.
After pilfering money, 

jewelry and drugs from 
Marcano and Mestres, the 
Ñetas brought the men to 
18-19 Flushing Ave., where 
Marcano was shot in the 
head and back of the neck 
and a bullet was fired into 
Mestres’ head.

The next day, the 
Queens district attorney 
said workers at the nearby 
Brooklyn Steel Warehouse 
Co. discovered the bodies 
with the victims’ hands 
bound behind their backs 
in a patch of tall weeds.

Loretta Lynch, the 
Brooklyn U.S. attorney, 

called the murders brutal 
and senseless.

“The defendants 
stuffed the victims into 
the trunk of a car in the 
dog days of August, and 
then drove them to their 
execution,” Lynch said in 
a statement. “We hope the 
victims’ families can take 
some measure of solace in 
knowing that the individu-
als who are responsible for 
their sons’ murders have 
been brought to justice.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.
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A limited liability corporation successfully bid $22 million for the 
old Parkway Hospital property in an auction last month.

A worker takes a break near a tire and rims shop in Willets Point. 
Photo by Alex Robinson
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for purchases made 2/1/14 – 3/31/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form 
of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Energy efficient and fashionable.
Vignette® Modern Roman Shades insulate your windows  
to help keep your home warmer in winter, cooler in summer.  
Intelligent choice. Ask for details.


