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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The rental tenants on the his-
toric Klein Farm in Fresh Mead-
ows were issued fines Wednesday 
for cutting down trees and alter-
ing the property without the nec-
essary permission.

Judge Michelle Manzione, 

of the Environmental Control 
Board, issued two fines of $800 to 
Ziming Shen for the violations.

Shen took responsibility for 
the violations at an ECB hear-
ing Feb. 4 after tickets had been 
issued to the property’s owner, 
Audrey Realty, which is headed 
by Henry Huang, son of notori-
ous Queens developer Thomas 

Huang. Shen owns the Preschool 
of America, which rents the house 
on the farm, at 194-15 73rd Ave.

Shen’s attorney said he could 
not comment as he had not yet 
seen the judge’s decision.

The trees’ removal in the fall 
sparked outrage among nearby 
residents and community board 
members.

Florence Fisher, a CB 8 mem-
ber and president of the Mid-
Queens Community Council, said 
the ECB fines were not enough.

“A $1,600 fine is a drop in 
the bucket. They should be fined 
much more so they know they 
can’t keep breaking the law. If 
they were fined $30,000 and made 
to replant the trees, maybe they’d 
think twice about breaking the 
rules and regulations of the city,” 
Fisher said. “It’s a spit in the face 
as far as I’m concerned. They 
should have come down much 
heavier on them.”

An ECB spokeswoman said 
the board only hands out mone-
tary fines, which are determined 
by the city Department of Build-
ings.

The farm was the borough’s 
last family-owned working farm 
before it was sold to Audrey Real-
ty in 2003. The property is in the 
Fresh Meadows Special Planned 
Community Preservation Dis-
trict, meaning no substantial 
changes can be made to the prop-
erty without the consent of the 
City Planning Commission.

Shen contended at the hear-

BY BILL PARRY

With just two weeks to go  be-
fore the MTA begins  suspending 
weekend service on the western 
portion of the No. 7 subway line 
for signal upgrades and tunnel 
repair, anxiety levels are rising 
among business owners in Long 
Island City.

“People know they are going 
to lose their jobs and livelihoods 
during the shutdown and some 
restaurants will close for good,” 
The Creek and the Cave owner 
Rebecca Trent said. “I know it’s 
going to kill me, 70-80 percent of 
my business comes off that sub-
way.”

A closed door meeting in 
Manhattan between the Metro-
politan Transportation Authority 
and elected officials from western 
Queens Feb. 6 did little to calm 
the tension.

“The truth is on all of the im-
portant matters they simply said 
no,” City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“They said no to a shuttle bus 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The fight to save the New York State Pavilion 
gained an important ally last week.

Borough President Melinda Katz declared 
the long-neglected site of the 1964 World’s Fair 
should not be torn down.

Katz supports group effort 
to save iconic Pavilion site

BY ALEX ROBINSON

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and a number of 
park advocacy groups and 
Queens businesses slapped 
the city and Willets Point 
developers with a lawsuit 
Monday challenging the le-

gality of their plan to build 
a megamall on parkland.

The lawsuit claims the 
Willets West project can-
not go ahead without the 
approval of the state Leg-
islature because the site of 
the proposed shopping mall 
sits on a northern section of 

Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

“Anytime a park is 
used for non-recreational 
uses, municipalities have 
to seek permission from 
the state Legislature and 
they haven’t done that,” 

Klein Farm tenants fi ned $1,600
School head penalized after illegally cutting down trees on historic property

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 9 Continued on Page 9

Willets Pt. sued over megamall

A proposed megamall, part of a $3 billion 
redevelopment of Willets Point, is being 
challenged in court by state Sen. Tony 
Avella. Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

SHOWCASE OF THE WORLD

Students strike a pose while performing the Korean Puppet Dance during PS 213’s International Fair in Oakland 
Gardens. Photo by Christina Santucci

LIC businesses
fear shutdown
of  No. 7 line
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CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN
®

HuntingtonHelps.com

For over 36 years, Huntington’s highly trained 
tutors have given students the skills, con idence, 
and motivation needed to get back on the right 
track.

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 

skills, confidence and grades.

Huntington 
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K-12 
 

 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
 
 

EXAM PREP

 

Flushing: 

SAVE $100**

WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

TIRED OF FIGHTING 
OVER GRADES? 

.

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

The recent escape by 
a patient from the Creed-
moor Psychiatric Hospital 
in Queens Village has sur-
rounding residents calling 
for a full review of the inci-
dent as well as an in-depth 
look at improvements they 
believe can be made to the 
facility’s security proce-
dures.

Eastern Queens Unit-
ed, a coalition of 14 civic as-
sociations across the area, 
has devised a seven-point 
plan as a result of the se-
curity breech that allowed 
Raymond Morillo, a 33-
year-old convicted killer, to 
walk freely out of the hospi-
tal Jan. 28 after switching 
clothing with a visitor.

Morillo served nearly 
15 years in prison for a May 
1998 shooting in Queens 
that left one man dead and 
he was admitted to Creed-
moor after being released 
in December 2013.

He was captured by 
authorities in Tennessee 
a few days later and was 
returned to the hospital, 
but homeowners who live 
nearby fear that the escape 
revealed major holes in 
Creedmoor’s security.

“It’s not a very com-
mon occurrence, but when 
it happened we were very 
concerned that someone 
could just walk right out 
the front door,” said Frank 
Toner, president of the 
Rocky Hill Civic Asso-
ciation, which surrounds 
about half of the property 
on which Creedmoor is lo-
cated. “These patients are 
very ill, perhaps criminal-
ly insane, and it seems that 
there’s a lack of security 
there. Somebody got sloppy, 
I guess.”

Toner’s civic group, 
along with the 13 others, 
is asking for a full investi-
gation of the escape at the 
state-run facility and asks 
that a comprehensive se-
curity plan be adopted in 
order to prevent similar 
incidents in the future. The 

seven-point plan also calls 
on the state Office of Men-
tal Health to provide more 
funding that will support 
the proper level of security.

Calls made to Creed-
moor about security mea-
sures currently being used 
were not returned.

Morillo was the sec-
ond patient to escape from 
Creedmoor in less than a 
year, and Toner said the 
community frequently wit-
nesses incidents on the hos-
pital’s grounds that require 
a police response. But an 
officer from the 105th Pre-
cinct, which serves the 
Creedmoor property, said 
the hospital has its own se-
curity and police are rarely 
called to the psychiatric 
center .

Instead, police said any 
incidents at Creedmoor to 
which the NYPD responds 
usually occur at the other 
buildings  on the property 
that do not have their own 
security to handle minor 
incidents.

Toner said civic 
groups have been in con-
tact with Creedmoor in the 
past about their request 
for increased security and 
said the hospital has made 
minor changes, such as in-
creasing lights outside the 
building at night, but the 
power to add more security 
guards it out of the hospi-

tal’s hands.
“They’ve made some 

adjustments, but as far as 
more security, that’s a bud-
get item that only Albany 
has control over,” Toner 
said. “They need more 
guards. It’s a huge place, 
and yet if you go into Wald-
baum’s or Target, they have 
more security guards in 
one store than in this whole 
facility.”

Eastern Queens United 
is also asking Creedmoor to 
keep in better contact with 
homeowners in the area, es-
pecially if serious incidents 
such as the recent break oc-
cur in the future. The plan 
calls for “disclosure and 
transparency as to the type 
of individuals being housed 
at Creedmoor” as well as “a 
community notification 
protocol to provide imme-
diate alerts of dangerous 
situations.”

When Morillo escaped 
last month, Toner said he 
did not think the hospital 
made an urgent effort to no-
tify the public about what 
happened or the severity of 
it. He said the civic groups 
see communication as 
one of the most important 
aspects of creating a suc-
cessful security plan and 
making sure surrounding 
residents can remain safe 
during a crisis.

Civic associations in neighborhoods surrounding Creedmoor 
Psychiatric Center in Queens Village are calling for new security 
plans after the recent escape of an patient.

Civics say Creedmoor
needs tighter security
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3Advocacy group targets pedestrian deaths

Make Queens Safer holds town hall in bid to combat reckess driving that has taken young lives 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Borough President 

Melinda Katz rubbed shoul-
ders with Queens’ movers 
and shakers during a meet-
and-greet breakfast at the 
LaGuardia Marriott Hotel 
Tuesday, when she said 
tackling the borough’s un-
employment rate and lur-
ing a big-name retailer to 
Far Rockaway will be some 
of the keys to driving the 
borough’s economy.

With an unemploy-
ment rate sitting at 6.7 per-
cent in December, Queens 
outperformed both Man-

hattan and Brooklyn, state 
Department of Labor fig-
ures show, both of which 
had rates hovering above 
the citywide average of 7.5 
percent.

Speaking before a 
crowd that packed the ho-
tel’s banquet hall for the 
breakfast hosted by the 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce, the new borough 
president said she would 
use her leverage over land-
use decisions to require 
builders to include local 
businesses  and communi-
ty-benefits agreements in 
their developments.

“I plan to utilize real 
estate development proj-
ects to create temporary 
and permanent jobs for our 
unemployed and underem-
ployed, as well as create 
business opportunities for 
our small, local and [mi-
nority and women]  busi-
ness owners,” said Katz, 
who formerly chaired the 
City Council’s Land Use 
Committee.

“Just so you know, 
when you come to my of-
fice for a ULURP  applica-
tion or a BSA  application,” 
Katz said of the approvals 
developers seek for cer-

tain projects, “or any type 
of thing that the borough 
president’s office needs to 
opine on, I am going to ask 
certain questions. I’m go-
ing to ask who you’re hir-
ing .... I’m also going to ask 
how you get the folks in and 
out of that establishment.”

 Katz, who has previ-
ously emphasized linking 
transit improvements with 
development, said better 
subway service and high-
speed bus links between 
the planned technology 
campus on Roosevelt Island 
and the borough’s industri-
al zones will be key parts of 

her strategy.
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 

decision to extend ferry 
service to the Rockaways, 
she noted, proves a com-
mitment to investing in the 
peninsula.

“We need to get a new 
anchor tenant out there, all 
those developers out there 
in the audience listening,” 
she said. “We need to get 
a new anchor tenant out 
there in the Rockaways 
and Far Rockaway to spur 
economic development and 
retail establishments.”

The borough president 
took time to press the flesh 

with attendees and intro-
duced the members of her 
cabinet heading up differ-
ent initiatives.

When asked how she 
planned to address dwin-
dling health-care options 
in the face of hospital clo-
sures, Katz said she favored 
the model of “pop-ups,” in 
which facilities have emer-
gency rooms that also have 
space for overnight obser-
vation.

“It doesn’t require the 
huge swaths  of land that a 
lot of the larger hospitals 
require,” she said.

Boro prez outlines economic agenda at chamber meet

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Make Queens Safer 
hosted a town hall meeting 
Sunday evening to discuss 
a growing number of pedes-
trian deaths with elected 
officials, police and a rep-
resentative from the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion.

Dozens of concerned 
residents came to the meet-
ing to ask questions about 
what the city and state were 
doing to combat reckless 
driving on Queens’ streets.

“There’s something 
wrong when young children 
can’t even cross the streets 
and sidewalks in safety 
to and from school. More 
needs to be done,” U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) said to the meet-
ing at Renaissance Charter 
High School, at 35-59 81st 
St. “We deserve to live in a 
more livable place, and that 
means that we demand we 
have safer streets.”

Make Queens Safer 
is an advocacy group that 
formed after a 4-year-old 
boy was hit and killed by a 
car in October while he was 
crossing the street with his 
mother on Northern Boule-
vard.

“We decided that 

couldn’t go unnoticed,” said 
co-founder Christina Fur-
long “Since then, countless 
children have been killed 
in our streets across the 
borough.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
recently announced an at-
tempt by his administra-
tion to completely eradi-

cate pedestrian deaths by 
using a Swedish approach 
to traffic safety called Vi-
sion Zero. He is scheduled 
to make an announcement 
with a detailed outline of 
the plan Feb. 15.

Make Queens Safer 
and residents were hoping 
they might get answers 

and short-term solutions 
to problems at particularly 
dangerous intersections 
at the meeting, but Nicole 
Garcia, a DOT representa-
tive, was unable to divulge 
much specific informa-
tion before the mayor’s an-
nouncement.

“In advance of Mayor 

de Blasio’s Vision Zero an-
nouncement, I can’t really 
say too much about what’s 
in store,” she said. “I’m 
primarily here to listen to 
your concerns and report 
them back to the agency so 
we can work together in the 
future.”

State Assemblymen 

Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) and state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
also attended the meeting 
and took questions on what 
the state government is do-
ing to improve safety for 
pedestrians.

Moya said he is sup-
porting a piece of legisla-
tion that would lower the 
city’s speed limit to 20 
miles per hour and another 
bill that would make injur-
ing someone while driving 
with a suspended license a 
Class E felony.

The two state lawmak-
ers, however, acknowledged 
the limitations of trying to 
address city issues in the 
state chambers. Peralta also 
explained the difficulty of 
getting state lawmakers to 
provide the city with home 
rule over such issues.

“Allowing another 
municipality to do their 
own thing without coming 
to Albany waters down the 
power of Albany and some 
individuals don’t like to 
give that up,” he said.

Although they were 
not able to get the specific 
answers they were seeking, 
organizers said they were 
happy with the meeting.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley addresses a Make Queens Safer town hall meeting at the Renaissance Charter School in Jackson Heights. 
Photo by Alex Robinson
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PET SPA RESORT & DOG TRAINING ACADEMY
1870 Grand Avenue, Baldwin, NY 11510

DOG TRAINING
EXPERT DOG OBEDIENCE TRAINING & 

PUPPY TRAINING FOR  
ALL SIZES, AGES AND BREEDS!

TREAT YOUR PET TO THE BEST PET RESORT!

 

RESERVE EARLY!
Pets that need daily medication are welcome &  
our trained staff will administer all medications

ALL PROBLEMS SOLVED!

PET BOARDING

Free Consultation! 516.544.4777

SPECIAL

$45 Grooming
All Dogs, All Sizes

Trusted and Recommended by Veterinarians and Celebrities

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Community Board 7 
approved a 180,000-square-
foot, multi-use complex 
including a hotel for down-
town Flushing Monday 
night.

The proposed facility, 
at 36-18 Main St., was origi-
nally up for a vote at the 
board’s November meeting, 
but was sent back to CB 7’s 
Land Use Committee after 
members expressed con-
cerns over traffic problems 
the building might cause.

The complex would 
house the Hotel Indigo, a 
parking garage, a spa and 
office space. The proposal 
includes a 12-story tower, 
where the hotel would be, 
and a 14-story tower for of-
fice space.

At the November meet-
ing, developer CA Plaza 
sought a variance that 
would let it build the park-
ing structure and allow 
it to use one of the towers, 
now zoned as a medical 
building, for office space.

CB 7 members voted 
to approve a permit for the 
spa and also voted in favor 
of waiving height restric-
tions imposed by airports 
as the development would 
be within close proximity 
to LaGuardia Airport. The 
Port Authority and the U.S. 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration had already given 
permission for the 14-story 
tower.

Board members, how-
ever, unanimously voted 

to delay a vote to allow 
the variance on parking 
and the changed use of the 
building to office space un-
til a later meeting.

CB 7 members’ main 
concern was that the loca-
tion of the hotel’s entrance 
could cause traffic prob-
lems on Prince Street. Al-
though truck deliveries 
could be done on site, board 
members were concerned 
that vehicles turning into 
the hotel would block up a 
street in downtown Flush-
ing which already has 
heavy traffic.

“I don’t think this has 
been thought through,” CB 
7 Vice Chairman Chuck 
Apelian said at the Novem-
ber meeting. “I’d like to 
support the project, but I’m 
not. It’s not there yet.”

“Some more thought 
needs to go into this before 
we say yes,” he added.

Attorney Richard Lo-
bel, of Sheldon Lobel P.C., 
presented changes at Mon-
day’s meeting that the de-
veloper had agreed to at a 
committee session in Janu-

ary. The changes included 
reversing the lanes of the 
driveway that would lead to 
the property’s garage. Lobel 
said this would make it so 
cars would not be waiting 
on Prince Street to turn left 
into the hotel’s driveway.

CA Plaza also agreed 
to fund the installation of 
a traffic light on 36th Av-
enue.

CB 7 voted 27-2  Mon-
day in favor of approving 
the development with the 
changes.

“I’m very happy. We 
wanted to work with the 
community,” said Alex Yi-
Liang Lu, an attorney for 
W&L Construction, a part 
owner of the property. “We 
understood their concerns 
and did our best to address 
them. We wanted a win-win 
solution.”

The developers have 
already started excavat-
ing the property and hope 
to start above-ground con-
struction in three months. 
Lu said work on the com-
plex is expected to be com-
plete by the end of 2016.

Attorney Richard Lobel presents an updated proposal for a 
180,000-square-foot, multi-use complex to Community Board 7. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

CB 7 approves construction 
of downtown Flushing hotel
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Mongolian hot pot 
chain that has more than 
600 locations worldwide 
opened a franchise in 
Flushing’s SkyView Center 
at the end of January.

Little Lamb, primarily 
known in China for its hot 
pot dishes and Mongolian 
barbecue, opened its first 
American location in Bos-
ton last year, but owner Hui 
Ming Chen said the Flush-
ing franchise is considered 
the country’s flagship loca-
tion.

“Flushing is a vibrant 
food community,” he said. 
“The U.S. flagship location 
at SkyView Center is an 
incredible opportunity for 
the brand and a key step for 
our U.S. expansion.”

The 136-seat restau-
rant offers customers the 
choice of a variety of broths 
in which to cook shredded 
meats and vegetables. Each 

table at the restaurant was 
installed with a built-in 
heater for the pots of broth 
to sit on.

Customers can also 
choose from a number of 
condiments at the restau-
rant’s sauce station.

The specialty of the 
restaurant is lamb, which 
Chen said he imports from 
Australia, since the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion does not allow meat to 
be brought in from China.

Chefs from the chain’s 
headquarters traveled to 
Flushing to teach Chen’s 
staff how to properly cook 
and prepare the restau-
rant’s dishes.

Chen first moved to the 
United States from China 
30 years ago and has owned 
a number of other Chinese 
restaurants across the 
Northeast, including a Wok 
‘N’ Roll at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Whitestone) in-
troduced legislation last 
week that seeks to expand 
U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer’s 
(D-N.Y.) “Avonte’s Law,” 
which will provide track-
ing devices for autistic chil-
dren.

“There is no reason 
that the option for a track-
ing device should not be 
available to parents with 
children whose disabilities 
do not fall under the autism 
spectrum,” Vallone said. “I 
want to create this program 
so that hopefully no parent 
has to deal with this type of 
tragedy ever again.”

Schumer’s legislation 
proposed expanding a U.S. 
Department of Justice pro-
gram that provided GPS 
tracking devices for people 
with Alzheimer’s, to in-
clude children with autism 
as well as other disorders 
in which running away 
from parents and caregiv-
ers is common.

He announced the leg-
islation after Avonte Oqu-
endo’s remains were found 
on the College Point water-
front in January. Avonte 
was an autistic 14-year-old 
boy who vanished from 
his Long Island City school 
in October. Video footage 
showed Avonte running 
through the Riverview 
School’s halls and then 
sprinting out of one of the 

school’s doors, which had 
been left open.

Justice subsequently 
agreed it would provide the 
funding to expand the pro-
gram after Schumer made 
his announcement.

The tracking devices 
would cost $80 to $90 and a 
few dollars a month to oper-
ate, according to Schumer’s 
office. They could be worn 
as wristwatches or anklets 
or clipped onto belt loops or 
shoelaces.

Vallone said he wants 
to expand the program 
even further so it covers all 
disabilities.

“We received so many 
phone calls from parents 
in and outside the district 
about this service,” he said. 
“The cries from the parents 
were, ‘We want this, too.’ 
It’s a great idea for children 
with autism, but I don’t 
think you want to exclude 
children with other dis-
abilities.”

Vallone is also pushing 
for city funding for the pro-
gram, which he estimated 
could cost $10 million using 
Schumer’s estimates.

“That’s not a huge 
number when you’re talk-
ing about the safety of our 
children,” he said. “The 
money to me will have to 
make it happen. You’re 
talking about your children 
and those who are most in 
need.” Hui Ming Chen sits among his restaurant’s many offerings. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Councilman Paul Vallone (l.) proposed legislation that would expand Avonte’s Law so all disabled 
children would qualify for the program. U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer proposed the original legislation. 

Inset courtesy NYPD

Little Lamb opens 
fl agship at SkyView

Expand Avonte’s Law: Vallone
Councilman proposes extending program to cover all disabilities
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on a Special Selection of over
a Hundred Pianos only

at our Ozone Park Warehouse

Warehouse Open to the Public
FOR 5 DAYS ONLY!FOR 5 DAYS ONLY!

OZONE PARK, QUEENS 11416

(3 blocks West of Woodhaven Blvd.)

90-02 Atlantic Ave

718.322.0737

*Offer good only at the Ozone Park warehouse
4 days only - Thursday through Monday

• New Pianos by Samick, Knabe,
Kohler & Campbell, Pramberger,
Seiler                      starting at $2799.00

• Used Vertical Pianos
from $999 to $2999.00

• Digital Pianos by Samick, Symphony,
Casio and Kurzweil           from $799.00

• Hammond Organs, B3, C3, A100, A105,
Leslie speakers - GREAT SELECTION

full keyboard weighted keys, 8 track, full rhythm

Save $100’s to $1,000’s

Visit our Website!
frankandcamilleswest.com

Visit our Website!
frankandcamilleswest.com

THURS
FEB 13th

FRI
FEB 14th

SAT
FEB 15th

SUN
FEB 16th

MON
FEB 17th

10AM - 6PM 10AM - 6PM 10AM - 6PM 10AM - 6PM12 - 5PM
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8 LIC’s Entrepreneur Space faces fi nancial crisis

BY BILL PARRY

The Queens Economic 
Development Corp. cel-
ebrated the third anniver-
sary of its Entrepreneur 
Space while its leader 
feared it might be the last.

The 12,500-square-foot 
industrial-sized kitchen is 
home to a food and business 
incubator that has served 
more than 300 businesses 
and contributed to the local 
economy with over  $5 mil-
lion in revenue and created 
more than 150 new jobs.

“This is economic 
development in its truest 
sense,” QEDC President 
Seth Bornstein said. “But 
it is not yet sustainable. We 
need more support from the 
private sector or public sup-
port because we charge our 
client such low fees.”

The E-Space, at 36-47 
37th St. in Long Island City, 
is open 24 hours, seven 
days a week. A 12-member 
professional staff currently 
guides 150 to 175 clients in 

starting their own small 
business while using the 
facility’s industrial-sized 
ovens and food preparation 
equipment.

E-Space became a ha-
ven for many unemployed 
people during the height of 
the recession by providing 
the means to mass produce 
and market food products 
to supermarkets and spe-
cialty shops and on various 
websites.

Clients use kitchen 
space and equipment and 
office space for $235 per 
eight-hour shift. There is 
a cheaper, overnight shift 
that costs $165 per eight-
hour shift.

“We can’t charge these 
people more because of 
their limited means,” Born-
stein said. “There may not 
be a fourth anniversary 
party and that’s the sad 
truth. My electric bill last 
month was $10,000.”

Rob MacKay, the QEDC 
director of marketing, said, 
“I’m not sure it’s as bad 

as Seth says, but I can say 
it’s always a concern. Most 
business incubators never 
make it without govern-
ment subsidies.”

MacKay added that 
some of the machines cost 
upwards of $40,000, and if 
one of them breaks, it could 
be out of service for a month 

while they scramble to fund 
costly repairs.

“It would be a real 
shame if we couldn’t sus-
tain E-Space. I love this 
place,” MacKay said.

Several of the clients, 
who were serving their 
goods to nearly 200 visitors 
at the anniversary party 

Tuesday, agreed.
Christie MacKin-

non, of Manhattan, has 
produced her baked goods 
at the E-Space for seven 
months after investigating 
a half dozen other incuba-
tors.

“This place gave me 
the best feel,” she said while 

serving up her Kickys 
Kitchen brand cupcakes.

Duane Ward, of Brook-
lyn, provided samples of his 
many sauces from toasted 
vanilla cognac barbecue 
sauce to his island hot 
sauce.

“I love the support they 
give entrepreneurs here, 
from the start-up process 
to financial advice,” Ward 
said. “They’re helping me 
upgrade the table condi-
ment game.”

Nicole Townsend, 
of Harlem, produces her 
healthy line of Spoil Me 
Rotten dog biscuits at the 
E-Space.

“I started making 
them for my own dog, but 
my kitchen was too small. 
I started here two years 
ago and now I market the 
biscuits to independent pet 
shops throughout the city.”

Angela Beauman, 
of Deer Park, L.I., has a 
unique story that began 
with a terrible car crash.

Christie MacKinnon serves up samples of Kickys Kitchen cupcakes at the third anniversary party for 
the Entrepreneur Space. Photo by Bill Parry
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TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS

Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE ($24 + TAX) 
INCLUDES: 

 1¼ lb Lobster  
(steamed or broiled)

 French Fries or  
Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

TWIN ($44 + TAX) 
INCLUDES: 

 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)
 (Two) French Fries or  

Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–9pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 2/28/14

Exp. 2/28/14

“The right direction 
is to preserve and save this 
for generations to come, to 
make it a useful part of the 
park,” Katz told a group 
of elected officials, com-
munity leaders and city 
Parks Department employ-
ees at Queens Theater in 
the Park, before leading 
them on a walk through the 
grounds last Thursday.

Parks Department of-
ficials recently released 
estimates that it would cost 
$14 million to demolish the 
historic structure, $43 mil-
lion to stabilize it and $53 
million to preserve it.

Katz said $14 million 
should not be used to tear 
the Pavilion down and if 
anything could be used as 
a base in the preservation 
initiative.

The Pavilion in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
was designed by architect 
Philip Johnson and is com-
prised of three observation 
towers, the largest of which 
is 226 feet, and a structure 

known as the Tent of To-
morrow, which has 16,100-
foot pillars that at one time 
supported a 50,000-square-
foot roof.

Katz led the group past 
the towers and into the Tent 
of Tomorrow, which is now 
closed to the public.

“Going into it, hearing 
all the stories and stand-
ing inside, there are no 
words to describe it. You’re 
looking at history,” said 
Jean Silva, president of the 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Conservancy, who 
recalled attending the 1964 
World’s Fair when she was 
20.

The Pavilion closed 
down after the World’s Fair 
and intermittently served 
as a concert venue, roller 
skating rink and a movie 
set. It appeared in “Men 
in Black” and “The Wiz,” 
among other films.

It sat rusting for de-
cades until a recent push by 
a new preservation group 
called People for the Pavil-
ion made the structure a 
topic of conversation again.

The group started 
through a network that 
co-founder Matthew Silva 

built while making a docu-
mentary that chronicled the 
history of the structure.

“Not many preserva-
tion efforts start with a 
film. Film as a medium is 
very powerful,” Silva said. 
“Between social media and 
the film effort, it’s helped 
raise the profile very 
quickly.”

More than 200 people 
attended the group’s first 
meeting Jan. 25, organizers 
said.

“I kind of can’t believe 
how quickly things are pro-
gressing and it’s great to 
know the borough president 
is on the same page as us in 
terms of certainly wanting 
to save it,” Silva said.

The city Parks De-
partment held three brain-
storming sessions of its 
own recently, which 75 peo-
ple attended.

“ O v e r wh e l m i n g ly, 
everyone wanted to see it 
preserved. They didn’t all 
necessarily agree on how 
it should be done, but they 
all agreed it should be pre-
served,” said Janice Mel-
nick, the park administra-
tor for Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.

Continued from Page 1 

Katz

Avella said. “I think it slaps 
the city on the wrist for be-
ing a very bad boy in this 
situation.”

A spokesman for the 
city Law Department ac-
knowledged the lawsuit had 
been filed, but said he could 
not comment on it until the 
city has been served.

The Willets West mall 
project is part of the Queens 
Development Group’s $3 
billion redevelopment of 
Willets Point into a new 
neighborhood with com-
mercial, retail and residen-
tial space.

The site of the pro-
posed mall was previously 
the site of the New York 
Mets’ Shea Stadium from 
1964-2009, when it was de-
molished and became a 
parking lot for Citi Field. 
The lawsuit’s plaintiffs, 
however, contend the area 
is still mapped as parkland, 
according to city maps.

“Even though it’s a 
parking lot, it’s still used 
for park purposes,” said 
Paul Graziano, an urban 
planner and head of Save 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, who is a plaintiff on 
the lawsuit.

Citi Field rents out the 
space for special recreation 
activities, including an an-
nual carnival, Graziano 
said.

The state Legislature 
approved the building of 
Shea Stadium in 1961 with 
a provision for parking. 
Graziano said the develop-
ers and city have tried to 
use this same exception to 
build the new shopping cen-
ter on the site.

“There’s no way this 
thing is legal because what 
they’re basing their whole 
argument on is a document 
that applied to Shea Sta-
dium. It cannot be applied 
to a building that isn’t con-
nected to the building of the 
stadium,” Graziano said.

The project’s develop-
ers, Queens Development 
Group, however, contended 

the use of this exception is 
legal.

“In 1961, the state Leg-
islature acted to allow for 
commerce on this particu-
lar parcel, which is why 
this litigation is a baseless 
and sad attempt to keep a 
transformative neighbor-
hood redevelopment from 
moving forward,” said a 
spokesman for the group. 
“This project will not only 
clean up toxic land, it will 
also create tens of thou-
sands of jobs, and provide 
the surrounding communi-
ties with much needed ame-
nities that will lead to the 
area’s bright future.”

A Manhattan Supreme 
Court judge recently ruled 
in favor of a similar law-
suit concerning New York 
University’s expansion in 
Greenwich Village. Jus-
tice Donna Mills said the 
bulk of the construction of 
NYU’s expansion could not 
go ahead until it received 
permission from the Leg-
islature to build on three 
small pieces of land, which 
had been used as parkland.

Continued from Page 1 

Willets
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

from LIC to Grand Central 
Station, saying the buses 
don’t turn. That doesn’t 
seem to make sense. They 
said the shuttle to Queens-
boro Plaza takes the same 
amount of time. My constit-
uents don’t believe that’s 
true.”

The MTA pledged to 
meet with residents in the 
near future and said it 
would develop a marketing 
campaign to help the busi-
ness community in Long 
Island City.

“We would be willing 
to provide a robust cam-
paign with station post-
ers and brochures saying, 
‘Long Island City is open 
for business,’” MTA spokes-
man Kevin Ortiz said. 
“We’ll also promote them 
with our digital On-the-Go 
kiosks, we’ll even put the 
message on two-sided Met-
roCards.”

The electeds left the 
meeting unimpressed.

“If they want to pro-
mote business, that’s fine, 
but marketing costs money. 
If they’re able to find money 
for that, why not a shuttle?” 
Van Bramer said.

State Sen. Mike Gia-

naris (D-Astoria) also took 
part in the meeting with 
the MTA.

“The important issues, 
like a shuttle through the 
tunnel and subsidizing ex-
tended ferry service, fell on 
deaf ears,” he said. “They’re 
the only ones that think a 
marketing campaign will 
make anyone happy.”

The Creek and the 
Cave, at 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
is a bar and restaurant but 
also a comedy club, which 
poses a unique problem for 
Trent.

“I put on 150 shows a 
month and 90 percent of the 
comedians use the subway 
from Manhattan. Many of 
them are canceling their 
dates ahead of the shut-
down,” she said.

Trent was one of sev-
eral business owners who 
were denied entry into the 
meeting with the MTA. 
They stayed outside the 
Midtown office handing out 
fliers that listed some of the 
grievances from business 
owners and residents.

One owner named 
Katinka said “38 percent 
of our business happens 
on weekends. When clients 
come from other neighbor-
hoods, they also frequent 
other small businesses in 
LIC. Any loss of custom-

ers has a compounding 
effect on the health of our 
neighborhood’s small busi-
nesses.”

A retired homeowner 
named Nina said, “As a 
person with a breathing 
problem, I cannot climb the 
staircases necessary to get 
to the trains in Queensboro 
Plaza.”

Dr. Moitri Savard, a 
physician, home and busi-
ness owner and a member 
of Community Board 2, 
added, “The neighborhood 
does not have local access 
to urgent and emergency 
health care. Cutting off the 
neighborhood on weekends 
is bad for our health and for 
our businesses.”

Trent, also the founder 
of the restaurant associa-
tion LIC Eateries, summed 
up the feeling in the com-
munity in saying, “We’ve 
been hooting and holler-
ing for four years now and 
every year the MTA says 
it’s just some crazy per-
son complaining. It’s not a 
crazy person, it’s an entire 
community that is worried 
about its future.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

Continued from Page 1 

MTA

ing that the work done on 
the driveway was simply a 
necessary repair and that 
the trees had been removed 
because they were rotted 
out, infested with raccoons 
and a health hazard for the 
schoolchildren.

“After comparing old 
photos of the property sub-
mitted by Petitioner with 
the photos taken on the date 
of occurrence, I find there 
was substantial modifica-
tion made to the existing 
landscaping,” Manzione 
said in her decision. “I find 
Respondent failed to raise a 
meritorious defense to the 
violations.”

“I find that more than 
one rotted tree was re-
moved from the property. 
Mr. Shen admitted that at 
least one additional tree 
was removed from the cen-
ter yard. In addition, no 

evidence was submitted to 
show that permission was 
ever sought from the City 
Planning Commission,” 
she added.

Shen is no stranger to 
these kinds of proceedings 
s in 2005 he was issued a 
DOB violation for failing 
to comply with a “special 
purpose district” and re-
moving trees at a property 
he owned in Staten Island, 
according to DOB records. 

He was forced to pay a $350 
penalty.

In April 2012, Shen and 
his wife were convicted of 
embezzling more than $3 
million in federal funds 
meant for children’s lunch-
es at the couple’s Red Apple 
Child Development Cen-
ter chain, which operates 
around the city, according 
to court documents filed by 
the U.S. attorney in Brook-
lyn .

Continued from Page 1 

Farm

The historic Klein Farm’s tenants were issued a total of $1,600 in 
fines for cutting down trees and altering the landscape of the pro-
tected property.
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Authentic German
Dining & Experience

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

Located Right Next to Our Stammtisch Pork Store

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Goulash Soup or Salad

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE
Served with Homefried Potatoes.
Choice of Pork or Chicken Cutlet:

Wienerschnitzel
traditional breaded cutlet, served with lemon

Wienerschnitzel ala Holstein
with an egg, capers and anchovie (optional)

Jägerschnitzel
mushroom sauce, house favorite

Zigeunerschnitzel
onion, pepper, paprika sauce

Schnitzel Hawaii
pineapple, curryrahm sauce, ham and cheese

Pfe�erschnitzel
light peppercorn cream sauce

FOR DESSERT
Homemade Rice Pudding

with meringue topping
Co�ee or �ea

�ondays � �uesdays Pri� �i� � 	nly 
��.�
�ine��n 	nly. �o Substitutions.


	16.queens.p01
	16.queens.p02
	16.queens.p03
	16.queens.p04
	16.queens.p05
	16.queens.p06
	16.queens.p07
	16.queens.p08
	16.queens.p09
	16.queens.p10
	16.queens.p12

