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BY BILL PARRY

The Port Authority has 
raised the stakes in its battle with 
the airlines for fairer pay for air-
port workers.

PA Executive Director Pat-
rick Foye sent a letter to the heads 
of JetBlue, United and American 
airlines threatening to exclude 
the air carriers from the 21st Cen-
tury Terminal Building that will 
be built at LaGuardia Airport un-
less they agree to hike the pay for 
thousands of low-wage contract 
workers.

Foye, a political appointee of 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, had sent a 
letter to four airlines in January 
that demanded a $1 raise  per hour 
for workers making $9 an hour or 
less and eventually hiking wages 
to $10.10 per hour. Only Delta Air-
lines agreed to the increase.

“The Port Authority is pre-
pared to use every tool at its 
disposal to achieve these goals,” 
Foye’s letter warned. “Providing 
an improved wage and benefits 
package to the thousands of hard-
working men and women that 
make our airport system the larg-
est in the country is something 
that cannot wait.”

JetBlue, United and Ameri-
can circled the wagons and had 
a trade association, Airline for 
America, answer for them.

“No company — in any in-
Continued on Page 48

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Pressure mounted on the 
head of the Queens Library this 
week as one state lawmaker called 
for the nonprofit executive’s res-
ignation days after he was ques-

tioned by a special City Council 
oversight committee at a hearing 
on the library’s finances.

Citing library President and 
CEO Thomas Galante’s $392,000 
salary and a new report reveal-
ing a lucrative side job, state Sen. 

Tony Avella (D-Bayside) Monday 
called on the non-profit executive 
to step down.

“You have always advocated 
for more funding for the Queens 
Library and I applaud your efforts 
in that regard,” Avella wrote in a 

letter to Galante, calling his li-
brary salary “out of line for your 
position” and his side-job consult-
ing  with a Long Island school dis-
trict “simply unacceptable.”

The senator and former 
Continued on Page 48
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ROOSTER REMOVAL

Officials from the ASPCA carry two roosters in a Woodhaven basement during what authorities described as the largest cockfighting bust in state history. 
See story on Page 2. Photo courtesy ASPCA
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BY BILL PARRY

With just two weeks to 
go  before the MTA begins  
suspending weekend ser-
vice on the western portion 
of the No. 7 subway line for 
signal upgrades and tunnel 
repair, anxiety levels are 
rising among business own-
ers in Long Island City.

“People know they 
are going to lose their jobs 
and livelihoods during 
the shutdown and some 
restaurants will close for 
good,” The Creek and the 
Cave owner Rebecca Trent 
said. “I know it’s going to 
kill me, 70-80 percent of 
my business comes off that 
subway.”

A closed door meeting 
in Manhattan between the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority and elected 
officials from western 
Queens Feb. 6 did little to 
calm the tension.

“The truth is on all of 
the important matters they 
simply said no,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “They 
said no to a shuttle bus from 

LIC to Grand Central Sta-
tion, saying the buses don’t 
turn. That doesn’t seem to 
make sense. They said the 
shuttle to Queensboro Pla-
za takes the same amount 
of time. My constituents 
don’t believe that’s true.”

The MTA pledged to 
meet with residents in the 
near future and said it 
would develop a marketing 
campaign to help the busi-
ness community in Long 
Island City.

“We would be willing 
to provide a robust cam-
paign with station post-
ers and brochures saying, 
‘Long Island City is open 
for business,’” MTA spokes-
man Kevin Ortiz said. 
“We’ll also promote them 
with our digital On-the-Go 
kiosks, we’ll even put the 
message on two-sided Met-
roCards.”

The electeds left the 
meeting unimpressed.

“If they want to pro-
mote business, that’s fine, 
but marketing costs money. 
If they’re able to find money 
for that, why not a shuttle?” 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Woodhaven busi-
ness owner welcomed the 
arrest of  a neighborhood 
real estate agent on charges 
of participating in a cock-
fighting ring in the base-
ment of a vacant Jamaica 
Avenue storefront.

It was the largest such 
sting in state history, ac-
cording to state Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man, whose office orches-
trated the raid.

Orlando Bautista, 51, 
was among six arrested 
Saturday when authorities 
raided 74-26 Jamaica Ave., 
where prosecutors said 
more than 70 had gathered 
to watch cocks fight to the 
death. Schneiderman’s Or-
ganized Crime Fighting 
Task Force, state police 
and the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security seized 
65 birds from the basement, 
where they said bimonthly 
battles have been held since 
at least May. Prosecutors 
said some cocks had feath-
ers removed and artificial 
spurs affixed to them with 
wax and bandages to pre-
pare them for fights.

The ring charged ad-
mission and had security 
personnel on staff to frisk 
attendees, authorities said. 
Once in the basement, 
the attorney general said, 
drugs were used openly and 
alcohol was served without 
a liquor license as specta-
tors watched a paid referee 
supervise the match. Pros-
ecutors said gamblers wa-
gered up to $10,000 on the 

fights.
Bautista was charged 

with animal fighting, a fel-
ony, along with five others, 
Schneiderman said.

He pled not guilty 
when arraigned Sunday.

Bautista, who was list-
ed on real estate websites as 
a broker with the business 
next door, 1st Century Re-
alty, could not be reached 
for comment. Neither could 
his attorney.

An owner of a nearby 
business said he remained 
glued to surveillance cam-
eras as authorities closed 
in on the ring this week-
end. He said the cockfight-
ing matches clogged a com-
munal driveway shared by 
shops and alleged that its 
organizers engaged in oth-
er illicit activity.

“It was about time that 
they got him,” said the man, 
who requested anonymity 
for fear of his safety. “He 
had a strip club back there. 
You name it — he did what 
he wanted.”

The bust, called Opera-
tion Angry Birds, spanned 
three counties. Authori-
ties arrested the owner of 
a Brooklyn pet shop, where 
the attorney general said 
investigators found 55 birds 
that appeared to be trained 
and altered for battle along-
side syringes used to inject 
performance-enhancing 
drugs and other cockfight-
ing paraphernalia.

Authorities also raided 
a farm in the upstate town 
of Plattekill and arrested 
two employees. Schneider-
man said the 90-acre farm 

charged rent to board and 
train birds owned by people 
along the East Coast. The 
birds were transported to 
the Queens and Brooklyn 
fighting arenas busted this 
weekend, the attorney gen-
eral’s office said.

“This investigation — 
one of the largest in U.S. 
history — illustrates the 
prevalence of cockfighting 
in America, its brutal na-
ture and the link to other il-
legal activities,” Schneider-
man said in a statement.

The nearly 3,000 birds 
found on the farm along 
with others rescued in the 
sting were handed over to 
the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals. Rebecca Trent (3rd from right) and other LIC busi-

ness owners are excluded from a meeting with the MTA. 
Photo courtesy Rebecca Trent

Authorities raid a cockfighting ring they say held illicit fights in Woodhaven. 
Photo courtesy American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

LIC biz owners brace
for No. 7 shutdowns

Cockfi ghting ring busted
Six arrested in basement of Woodhaven storefront: AG 

Continued on Page 48
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Beatlemania became a 

full-on frenzy 50 years ago 
with the arrival of John, 
Paul, George and Ringo 
at John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport, and last 
week the group’s fans gath-
ered inside the iconic TWA 
terminal to mark the anni-
versary.

“Here are the impor-
tant things about today, 
about 2014: Sunday morn-
ings, ‘Breakfast with the 
Beatles,’ half of my listen-
ers are children and teenag-
ers,” Ken Dashow, a DJ on 
the Q104.3 classic rock sta-
tion, told the crowd of Beat-
les fans gathered inside the 
famed Eero Saarinen-de-
signed TWA terminal.

“How does that hap-
pen? How does a rock band 
from 50 years ago get to the 
third generation and now 
onto the fourth generation? 

Because the music will 
always be cool. It wasn’t 
about the haircuts, about 
the suits. The message — 
“All You Need Is Love” 
— will always be cool,” he 
said. “They changed the 
game.”

It was the height of 
the Jet Age when the Fab 
Four arrived aboard Pan 
Am Flight 101 at the newly 
renamed Kennedy Airport 
Feb. 7 and held their first 
American news conference 
underneath the vaulted 
ceilings of what was then 
the International Arrivals 
Building.

As much as it was a 
landmark moment in the 
history of rock-‘n’-roll and 
American pop culture, the 
band’s trans-Atlantic flight 
was emblematic of a world 
becoming ever-smaller.

“JFK Airport looks 
very different today than 
it did 50 years ago upon the 

Beatles’ arrival, with the 
exception of this wonder-
fully restored TWA flight 
center that we’re in today 
— a testament to our his-
tory here at the airport and 
the promise of commercial 
flight in the 1960s,” Port 
Authority Executive Direc-

tor Pat Foye said.
The Port Authority 

director added that with-
in the coming months he 
expected to make a long-
awaited announcement as 
to what the future holds for 
the renovated, landmarked 
TWA terminal, which 

served as the jumping-off 
point for several days of 
talks and concerts across 
the city commemorating 
the arrival of the Lads from 
Liverpool.

Lord Mayor Gary Mil-
lar of Liverpool was in  pro-
motional mode as he helped 

the Port Authority dedicate 
a plaque in the terminal 
commemorating the anni-
versary.

London and Liverpool, 
he said, have had a good-na-
tured competition going on 
for the past five decades as 
to which city can claim the 
Beatles as their own, and in 
order to drum up tourism 
for his north England city 
the mayor was promoting 
the hashtag #BeatlesLiver-
pool on Twitter.

“I think you need to 
come. I think you need to 
forget about London, which 
is really nice,” he said, add-
ing some 60 million people 
travel to his city each year. 
“Liverpool: a city of 500,000 
people in a region of 1.5 mil-
lion people, that is 45 min-
utes away from an airport 
that you can get to from 
here. There are flights ev-
ery day from this airport to 
Manchester.”

Lord Mayor Gary Millar of Liverpool (third from l.) helps the Port Authority dedicate a plaque com-
memorating the 50th anniversary of the Beatles’ arrival in the United States at JFK Airport. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

 Kennedy Airport celebrates 50 years since Beatles landed
Fans fi ll Eero Saarinen-designed TWA Terminal to commemorate Liverpool lads’ trans-Atlantic fl ight
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Borough President 
Melinda Katz made her ap-
pointment to the city’s edu-
cation panel during a week 
when it seemed everyone 
was talking about schools.

Deborah Dillingham, 
president of the Commu-
nity Education Council for 
Forest Hills, Rego Park and 
Jamaica’s District 28, will 
represent the borough’s 
students and their families 
on the panel that makes de-
cisions on school closures 
and co-locations, Katz an-
nounced Tuesday.

“Through her exten-
sive work with our city’s 
school system, Deborah 
has shown she has the 
knowledge, savvy and com-
mitment necessary to be 
an outstanding member of 
the Panel for Educational 
Policy,” the borough presi-
dent said. “She cares deeply 
about our children and the 
schooling they receive and 
has a track record of mak-
ing sure our kids get the 
best education possible. I 
know she will be a great as-
set to the PEP.”

Ever since former May-
or Michael Bloomberg took 
over control of the city’s 
schools in 2002, the panel 
has been comprised of eight 
City Hall appointees and 
five members appointed by 
each borough president, 
and it has been criticized as 
a rubber stamp for the may-
or’s policies that pays little 
attention to the concerns of 
parents.

The makeup of the 
panel remains the same 

under Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
whose primary focus on 
education has been expand-
ing universal pre-K.

De Blasio enlisted the 
help of the Rev. Al Sharp-
ton to help push Albany to 
allow the city to raise in-
come taxes on the wealthi-
est earners to fund his pre-
K education initiative after 
state Senate leader Dean 
Skelos (R-Rockville Centre) 
said he would not let the 
proposal come to a vote.

“We’re going to fight to 
rectify this. And there’s a 
lot of time on the clock, and 
the bottom line is Albany 
simply must provide us a 
vote on this issue,” de Bla-
sio said. “The people of this 
city demand it, and I think 
— it is shocking to me that 
in the year 2014, that Sen. 
Skelos thinks he can sweep 
this under the rug.”

De Blasio’s plan enjoys 
the backing of state Assem-
bly Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(D-Manhattan) and Sen. 
Jeffrey Klein (D-Bronx), 
head of the Independent 
Democratic Conference, but 
it is still at odds with Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s proposal 
to have the state fund pre-K 
without raising taxes.

Cuomo had another 
education battle, this one 
with the state Board of Re-
gents, which chose to delay 
Common Core-related as-
sessments on teachers and 
students.

The governor called 
the decision “too little, too 
late” and an excuse to stop 
the teacher evaluation pro-
cess.

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) and a number of 
park advocacy groups and 
Queens businesses slapped 
the city and Willets Point 
developers with a lawsuit 
Monday challenging the le-
gality of their plan to build 
a megamall on parkland.

The lawsuit claims the 
Willets West project can-
not go ahead without the 
approval of the state Leg-
islature because the site of 
the proposed shopping mall 
sits on a northern section of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

“Anytime a park is 
used for non-recreational 
uses, municipalities have 
to seek permission from 
the state Legislature and 
they haven’t done that,” 
Avella said. “I think it slaps 
the city on the wrist for be-
ing a very bad boy in this 
situation.”

A spokesman for the 
city Law Department ac-
knowledged the lawsuit had 
been filed, but said he could 
not comment on it until the 
city has been served.

The Willets West mall 
project is part of the Queens 
Development Group’s $3 
billion redevelopment of 
Willets Point into a new 
neighborhood with com-
mercial, retail and residen-
tial space.

The site of the pro-
posed mall was previously 
the site of the New York 
Mets’ Shea Stadium from 
1964-2009, when it was de-

molished and became a 
parking lot for Citi Field. 
The lawsuit’s plaintiffs, 
however, contend the area 
is still mapped as parkland, 
according to city maps.

“Even though it’s a 
parking lot, it’s still used 
for park purposes,” said 
Paul Graziano, an urban 
planner and head of Save 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, who is a plaintiff on 

the lawsuit.
Citi Field rents out the 

space for special recreation 
activities, including an an-
nual carnival, Graziano 
said.

The state Legislature 
approved the building of 
Shea Stadium in 1961 with 
a provision for parking. 
Graziano said the develop-
ers and city have tried to 

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
first State of the City ad-
dress drew a better reac-
tion inside the Performing 
Arts Center at LaGuardia 
Community College than it 
did in Albany.

The mayor sought to 
tackle income inequality 
with his speech and he met 
resistance right away on 
two key policy proposals 
that would require state 
approval: taxing the rich 
to fund universal pre-kin-
dergarten and raising the 
minimum wage in the city.

 “Next week, we will 
ask Albany to give New 
York City the power to 
raise the minimum wage 

in all five boroughs. In the 
process, we will send a pow-
erful signal to the people of 
New York -- that we honor 
work and that we are com-
mitted to making work 

pay,” de Blasio said.
Less than 24 hours lat-

er, Gov. Andrew Cuomo ex-
plained that the minimum 
wage was best handled by 
the state, which agreed to 
a three-step increase last 
year.

“We don’t want to can-
nibalize ourselves,” Cuomo 
told an Albany radio sta-
tion.

On his plan to tax New 
York City residents who 
make $500,000 or more to 
pay for full-day pre-K, the 
mayor said, “There are 
some who say that Albany 
shouldn’t approve our plan 
because the state govern-
ment simply cannot raise 
any taxes right now. We’re 
simply asking Albany to 

allow New York City to tax 
itself.”

De Blasio had not even 
finished his speech when a 
co-leader of the state Sen-
ate, Dean Skelos (R-Nas-
sau), vowed he would never 
allow a vote to reach the 
floor.

“The last thing we 
need is to see high earners 
leave New York state be-
cause then we lose their tax 
dollars,” Skelos said.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who chairs the 
Council Education Com-
mittee said, “New York City 
needs a dedicated source of 
funding for universal pre-
K. For Dean Skelos to say 

Mayor Bill de Blasio deliv-
ers his State of the City ad-
dress at the LaGuardia 
Performing Arts Center. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

A proposed mega-mall, part of a $3 billion redevelopment of Willets Point, is being challenged in 
court by state Sen. Tony Avella. Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

Mayor Bill de Blasio and the Rev. Al Sharpton team up to push 
Albany to allow a vote on the mayor’s pre-kindergarten tax pro-
posal. Photo by Ed Reed/mayor’s office

Mayor lays out plans for city in Queens 

Avella sues city over mall
State senator fi les lawsuit challenging part of Willets Pt development

Katz makes her pick 
for city schools panel

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 53
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) has taken the Little 
Engine that Could’s ap-
proach to the 11 freight 
locomotives stationed in 
Glendale, striving to se-
cure funding to green the 
engines bit by bit.

But the locomotives’ 
operator, New York and At-
lantic Railway, said it may 
make more fiscal sense to 
retool the entire fleet in 
one haul.

“Doing one is nice, but 
it doesn’t really solve any is-
sue or leave a real impact,” 
New York and Atlantic 
President Paul Victor said 
in an interview. “Ultimate-
ly, we’d try to get other com-
panies to get it, too, and do 
a whole production line run 
to bring the cost down.”

For the second con-
secutive year, Hevesi has 
requested that $3 million 
be set aside in the state 
budget for rebuilding one 
of 11 locomotives owned by 

the Long Island Rail Road, 
but operated by New York 
and Atlantic, with newer 
equipment and less harm-
ful emissions.

Alexander Schnell, 
Hevesi’s chief of staff, said 
the assemblyman initially 
requested $17 million to re-
build the roughly 40-year-
old fleet New York and 
Atlantic uses to transport 
about 29,000 cars annually.

The state was hesitant 
to allocate so much without 
a pilot project to demon-
strate its benefits, accord-
ing to Schnell. The project 
got pared down to $3 mil-
lion for testing a model.

But Schnell said sup-
port was growing for the 
initiative, emphasizing 
that nearly 80 of Hevesi’s 
colleagues signed a letter 
of support for this year’s $3 
million request.

Residents along the 
tracks leading to the Fresh 
Pond Rail terminal in 
Middle Village and Glen-
dale have long complained 
about noise and odors 

from the freight locomo-
tives carrying garbage 
and other goods along the 
route. Consequently, their 
elected officials have spent 
years strategizing how to 
mitigate quality-of-life and 
health concerns.

Last year Hevesi suc-
cessfully secured $3 mil-
lion for re-engineering 
one of the locomotives into 
a machine comprised of 

more modern parts clas-
sified as Tier 3 and 4. The 
federal government rates 
freight technology based 
on how clean it runs, with 
Tier 0 being the least effi-
cient equipment and Tier 4 
deemed the most environ-
mentally friendly.

The new equipment 
is expected to reduce the 
particulate matter in emis-
sions by about 90 percent. 

Particulate matter poses 
health risks.

Victor said it made 
sense for the state to pay 
for engineering work be-
cause buying a new freight 
locomotive would be diffi-
cult and costly. He said the 
tracks New York and At-
lantic uses can only handle 
four axle-locomotives.

Nationally, freight car-
riers have largely turned 

toward six-axle cars be-
cause they can carry more 
weight. As a result, Victor 
said it is unlikely equip-
ment exists to build newer 
locomotives with four axles 
and it would be more costly 
to pay for such molds or al-
ternatively to rip up all the 
tracks to permit six-axle 
cars.

Regardless, Victor 
said most companies have 
manufacturers draw up 
designs for new equipment 
to meet their individual 
needs. The shelf life of the 
platform New York and At-
lantic is reusing for the $3 
million locomotive is virtu-
ally infinite.

Pricing locomotives is 
difficult, given that there 
are so few manufacturers 
and they are often reluctant 
to disclose prices. Equip-
ment can get quite intricate 
as well. For instance, the 
diesel engines New York 
and Atlantic uses only 
function as a generator to 
switch on electrical plants 

BY BILL PARRY

The Queens Economic 
Development Corp. cel-
ebrated the third anniver-
sary of its Entrepreneur 
Space while its leader 
feared it might be the last.

The 12,500-sqaure-foot 
industrial-sized kitchen is 
home to a food and business 
incubator that has served 
more than 300 businesses 
and contributed to the local 
economy with over  $5 mil-
lion in revenue and created 
more than 150 new jobs.

“This is economic 
development in its truest 
sense,” QEDC President 
Seth Bornstein said. “But 
it is not yet sustainable. We 
need more support from the 

private sector or public sup-
port because we charge our 
client such low fees.”

The E-Space, at 36-47 
37th St. in Long Island City, 
is open 24 hours, seven 
days a week. A 12-member 
professional staff currently 
guides 150 to 175 clients in 
starting their own small 
business while using the 
facility’s industrial-sized 
ovens and food preparation 
equipment.

E-Space became a ha-
ven for many unemployed 
people during the height of 
the recession by providing 
the means to mass produce 
and market food products 
to supermarkets and spe-
cialty shops and on various 
websites.

Clients use kitchen 

space and equipment and 
office space for $235 per 
eight-hour shift. There is 
a cheaper, overnight shift 
that costs $165 per eight-
hour shift.

“We can’t charge these 
people more because of 
their limited means,” Born-
stein said. “There may not 
be a fourth anniversary 
party and that’s the sad 
truth. My electric bill last 
month was $10,000.”

Rob MacKay, the QEDC 
director of marketing, said, 
“I’m not sure it’s as bad 
as Seth says, but I can say 
it’s always a concern. Most 
business incubators never 
make it without govern-
ment subsidies.”

MacKay added that 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Borough President 

Melinda Katz rubbed shoul-
ders with Queens’ movers 
and shakers during a meet-
and-greet breakfast at the 
LaGuardia Marriott Hotel 
Tuesday, when she said 
tackling the borough’s un-
employment rate and lur-
ing a big-name retailer to 
Far Rockaway will be some 
of the keys to driving the 
borough’s economy.

With an unemploy-
ment rate sitting at 6.7 per-
cent in December, Queens 
outperformed both Man-
hattan and Brooklyn, state 
Department of Labor fig-
ures show, both of which 
had rates hovering above 
the citywide average of 7.5 

percent.
Speaking before a 

crowd that packed the ho-
tel’s banquet hall for the 
breakfast hosted by the 

Queens Chamber of Com-
merce, the new borough 
president said she would 
use her leverage over land-
use decisions to require 
builders to include local 
businesses  and communi-
ty-benefits agreements in 
their developments.

“I plan to utilize real 
estate development proj-
ects to create temporary 
and permanent jobs for our 
unemployed and underem-
ployed, as well as create 
business opportunities for 
our small, local and [mi-
nority and women]  busi-
ness owners,” said Katz, 
who formerly chaired the 
City Council’s Land Use 
Committee.

“Just so you know, 

Borough President Melinda 
Katz lays out some of her eco-
nomic development initiative 
at a meet-and-greet break-
fast hosted by the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Photo courtesy Katz

New York and Atlantic Railway President Paul Victor estimates it would currently cost $23 million to 
reconstruct its freight fleet with more modern technology. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Beep outlines economic agenda 
at chamber’s breakfast meeting

LIC Entrepreneur Space faces
money worries in fourth year

Freight carrier shares vision for green fl eet
New York and Atlantic Railway president says modernizing locomotives in Glendale one by one would cost state more

Continued on Page 47 Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 9



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
. 1

4-
20

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

6

TL

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 Former southeast 

Queens City Council can-
didate Ricardo Brown has 
racked up an unusually 
large — and just plain un-
usual — campaign debt 
that one expert said could 
run him afoul of the city’s 
campaign finance laws.

At the end of the 2013 
election cycle, Brown’s 
campaign account had 
close to $90,000 in unpaid 
bills — the most out of all 
253 candidates who ran for 
Council last year — and his 
filings with the city Cam-
paign Finance Board show 
the lion’s share of that out-
standing debt is owed to 
his own accounting firm, 
which billed the broke cam-
paign tens of thousands of 
dollars in consulting fees.

Several calls placed 
to Brown requesting com-
ment for this story went un-
returned.

After briefly flirting 
with a run for citywide of-
fice, the Rosedale resident 
ditched his bid for comp-
troller in 2013 and jumped 
into his local City Council 
race, challenging incum-
bent Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton). He 
pulled in just 13 percent of 
the vote in the three-way 
Democratic primary and 
stuck around for the gener-
al election, when he earned 
less than 3 percent of the 
vote running on the Jobs & 
Education line.

On voter guides, 
Brown vaguely identified 
past positions he held — 
such as director of a major 
Long Island non-profit and 
supervisor at a top account-
ing firm — though he did 
not appear to be heavily in-
volved in southeast Queens 
politics.

Brown participated in 
the city’s public-matching 
program, and although the 
campaign was denied the 
more than $15,000 in match-
ing claims submitted, it is 
still required to follow the 
rules regarding contribu-
tion and spending limits.

Even if Brown were 
paid public funds, cam-
paign finance rules would 
have precluded him from 
using them to pay off the 
$81,784 in consulting fees 
billed by his accounting 
firm Brown, Young & Co. 
CPAs, that showed up on 
the candidate’s end-of-cycle 
filings last month.

While it is neither 
against campaign rules nor 
totally unheard of for a can-
didate to make payments 
using private donations, it 
certainly raises eyebrows, 
and the sheer size of the 
billings — more than half 
of the campaign’s total 
spending — is unusual.

Beyond the oddity, the 
bills may have put Brown 
between a rock and a hard 
place.

New York City cam-
paign finance law attorney 
Laurence Laufer, an ex-
pert with the firm Genova 
Burns Giantomasi Webster 
 who was hired by candi-
date Bill de Blasio to make 
sure his mayoral campaign 
stayed on the straight and 
narrow, said Brown may 
incur penalties from the 
Campaign Finance Board.

“He’s facing two types 
of consequences at a mini-
mum. One is the skepticism 
over whether these are ac-
tually campaign related li-
abilities, and the Campaign 
Finance Board would likely 
ask for proof that demon-
strates these are campaign 
related.” Laufer said. “And 

if he can’t show they’re 
campaign related he could 
be charged with false re-
porting.”

“Alternatively then he 
has to make efforts to have 
these liabilities repaid,” 
the attorney said.  “Oth-
erwise he runs the risk of 
being over the limit for in-
kind contributions by his 
accounting firm.”

According to the fi-
nance board’s rules, any 
liability that goes unpaid 
after more than 90 days is 
considered an in-kind con-
tribution, and a contribu-
tion of that size would trig-
ger a penalty.

And Brown’s outstand-
ing bills are not the only 
thing odd about his cam-
paign filings.

Let’s start with that ac-
counting firm.

In his filings Brown al-
ternately puts the address 
for Brown, Young & Co. as 
his home in Rosedale and 
330 Madison Ave., a 39-sto-
ry office tower in Midtown 
Manhattan.

But neither the build-
ing’s management nor the 
company that rents out one 
floor to small businesses 
has heard of the company.

And there’s still more.
Campaign Finance re-

quires candidates to item-
ize contributions of $100 or 
more, and Brown has close 
to $42,000 — about 70 per-
cent of his entire campaign 
haul — in unitemized con-

Ricardo Brown’s City Council campaign owes Brown’s account-
ing firm tens of thousands of dollars in consulting fees. 

Photo courtesy Brown

Losing candidate Brown  
owes big campaign bucks

borrowers when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method 
of repayment. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by 
creditworthiness. For model years 2014-2013, your payments will consist 
of 60 monthly payments of $17.29 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.45% 
APR. For model years 2012-2010, your payments will consist of 60 monthly  
payments of $17.60 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.15% APR. APR = Annual 
Percentage Rate. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you 
stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates 
subject to change without notice. Competitive rates available for older mod-
els Special low rate promotion ends  
February 28th, 2014.

 Federally insured by NCUA

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

  FIXED RATES 
  AS LOW AS

1.45%
APR*

For more  
information, 
scan  
the code.

Apply today, call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO  
or visit nymcu.org 

Presidents’ Day 
Auto Loan Sale

Continued on Page 53
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New York Hospital Queens now provides even more access to a higher level of care right here 

in Maspeth. In addition to heart and vascular care, we offer specialists in bone and joint care and 

rehabilitation, urology, pediatric gastroenterology and nutritional care – right here at Maspeth 

Multispecialty Care. 

Our team of on-site specialists is growing fast, and now includes Cardiologists Gregory Gustafson, 

M.D., Mark Balek, M.D., and Katherine Heretis, M.D., Vascular Surgeon Ankur Chawla, M.D., 

Orthopaedic Surgeons Justin A. Classie, M.D., and Annibale Pluchinotta, M.D., Urologist Farshad 

Shafizadeh, M.D., Pediatric Gastroenterologists Suma Kamath, M.D., Aaron Turkish, M.D., and 

Nutritionist Joanne Carroll, N.P. More NYHQ-affiliated physicians will join them during 2014.

Maspeth Multispecialty Care, is part of our ongoing initiative to support community access to a higher 

level of primary and specialty care services – right here in Queens, and right here in Maspeth. 

Maspeth Multispecialty Care is conveniently located at  
72-41 Grand Avenue. Call 718-458-0261 now to make an appointment. 

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call 

to (800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Maspeth
Now, more of your  
NYHQ doctors are IN …

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

RICHMOND HILL 
— Police released sur-
veillance of suspects 
they say broke into the 
garage of a private home 
Jan. 22 and stole drills 
and electric saws.

The surveillance 
clip showed three men 
passing boxes of tools be-
tween one another.

QUEENS VILLAGE — Po-
lice were asking for the public’s 
help finding three men wanted 
in connection with a robbery 
on Hempstead Avenue.

The suspects entered a 
salon shortly before 7:30 p.m. 
Feb. 1 with guns and forced 
clerks to the back of the shop 
before making off with money, 
cellphones and hair products, 
police said.

 

LONG ISLAND CITY — Police were 
asking for the public’s help in identifying 
a couple believed to be involved in an as-
sault that happened inside the Queens 
Plaza subway station.

The NYPD said that around 3:20 p.m. 
Dec. 24, a man and a woman allegedly as-
saulted a 51-year-old female while inside 
the Queens Plaza E train station. The cou-
ple kicked, pushed and shoved the victim 
and struck her with her purse, causing 
bruising and swelling to her face, accord-
ing to police.

POLICE 

Blotter

NYPD releases video of Rich Hill burglary

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Police seek Queens Village robbery suspects

Authorities believe a robbery of a salon on Hempstead Avenue 
is connected to two armed robberies on Farmers Boulevard, 
police said. Images courtesy NYPD

Cops look for suspects in Long Island City beating

Authorities are hunting for a man and a woman 
who allegedly beat a 51-year-old woman inside 
the Queens Plaza station, according to cops. 

Image courtesy NYPD

ST. ALBANS — Police were trying to find a missing teenager 
who was last seen at his home on 118th Avenue Monday.

Beige-Sebastian Cooke, 18, was last seen leaving his home 
around 7:30 p.m. Monday wearing a gray jacket, gray sweatpants, 
tan boots and a black du-rag, police said.

The 5-foot-10, 180-pound teen has brown eyes and black hair 
worn in an Afro.

St. Albans teenager, 18, reported missing

BEIGE-SEBASTIAN 
COOKE

Authorities believe at least three suspects swiped drills and electric 
saws from a Richmond Hill home. Images courtesy NYPD
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Christian Doran, a co-

founder of People for the 
Pavilion, who died sudden-
ly from an asthma attack 
Saturday, was remembered 
fondly by friends as a pas-
sionate and talented musi-
cian on his way to much 
bigger things.

Doran, 28, who was 
called “Tian” by friends, 
grew up in Bellerose and 
attended St. Gregory the 
Great School during his 
childhood. He then went to 
Archbishop Malloy High 
School, where he graduated 
in 2003.

He started working for 
Queens Theater in the Park 
as a sound technician two 
years ago, which was when 
he first became interested 
in preserving the site of 
the 1964 World’s Fair, said 
AJ Mattioli, crew chief of 
the theater and a friend of 
Doran’s who had known 
him since he was 9.

“He was trying to save 
something that people just 
let go and became decrepit. 
He wanted to make it beau-
tiful again,” she said. “That 
is a strong sentiment to his 
view of the world.”

Together with Sal-
maan Khan, Doran and 
Silva formed People for the 
Pavilion, which started 
gaining widespread sup-
port since its inaugural 
event Jan. 25.

Doran, who lived in 
Maspeth, worked at the the-
ater on weekends and dedi-

cated most of the free time 
he had to the preservation 
project.

“He put a lot into it in 
a short period of time. We 
certainly wouldn’t be where 
we are now if it wasn’t for 
his work, that’s for sure,” 
Silva said.

Doran envisioned that 
the structure would one 
day be open to the public 
and used as an arts center, 
Silva said.

The news of Doran’s 
death rattled the group’s 
members, but Silva said it 
would not deter them from 
moving ahead with the ef-
fort.

“That’s not even a 
question. It’s going to be 
hard moving forward, but 
we’re going to,” Silva said. 
“I think we’re going to have 
a lot of success. He would 
have loved it. It’s very 
painful to know he won’t 
be there to experience and 
see come to life what he had 
envisioned early on. He saw 
something very special in 
the building,” Silva said.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz, who declared 
her support for preserving 
the historic structure last 
week, released a statement 
offering Doran’s friends 
and family her condolenc-
es.

“I was shocked and sad-
dened to learn of the sudden 
and unexpected death of 
Christian Doran,” she said. 
“I spoke with Mr. Doran 
just last Thursday during 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The fight to save the 
New York State Pavilion 
gained an important ally 
last week.

Borough President 
Melinda Katz declared the 
long-neglected site of the 
1964 World’s Fair should 
not be torn down.

“The right direction 
is to preserve and save this 
for generations to come, to 
make it a useful part of the 
park,” Katz told a group 
of elected officials, com-
munity leaders and city 
Parks Department employ-
ees at Queens Theater in 
the Park, before leading 
them on a walk through the 
grounds last Thursday.

Parks Department of-
ficials recently released 
estimates that it would cost 
$14 million to demolish the 
historic structure, $43 mil-
lion to stabilize it and $53 
million to preserve it.

Katz said $14 million 
should not be used to tear 
the Pavilion down and if 
anything could be used as 
a base in the preservation 
initiative.

The Pavilion in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
was designed by architect 
Philip Johnson and is com-
prised of three observation 
towers, the largest of which 
is 226 feet, and a structure 
known as the Tent of To-
morrow, which has 16,100-
foot pillars that at one time 
supported a 50,000-square-
foot roof.

Katz led the group past 
the towers and into the Tent 
of Tomorrow, which is now 
closed to the public.

“Going into it, hearing 

all the stories and stand-
ing inside, there are no 
words to describe it. You’re 
looking at history,” said 
Jean Silva, president of the 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Conservancy, who 
recalled attending the 1964 
World’s Fair when she was 
20.

The Pavilion closed 
down after the World’s Fair 
and intermittently served 
as a concert venue, roller 
skating rink and a movie 
set. It appeared in “Men 
in Black” and “The Wiz,” 

among other films.
It sat rusting for de-

cades until a recent push by 
a new preservation group 
called People for the Pavil-
ion made the structure a 
topic of conversation again.

The group started 
through a network that 
co-founder Matthew Silva 
built while making a docu-
mentary that chronicled the 
history of the structure.

“Not many preserva-
tion efforts start with a 
film. Film as a medium is 
very powerful,” Silva said. 

“Between social media and 
the film effort, it’s helped 
raise the profile very 
quickly.”

More than 200 people 
attended the group’s first 
meeting Jan. 25, organizers 
said.

“I kind of can’t believe 
how quickly things are pro-
gressing and it’s great to 
know the borough president 
is on the same page as us in 
terms of certainly wanting 
to save it,” Silva said.

The city Parks De-
partment held three brain-
storming sessions of its 
own recently, which 75 peo-
ple attended.

“ O v e r wh e l m i n g ly, 
everyone wanted to see it 
preserved. They didn’t all 
necessarily agree on how 
it should be done, but they 
all agreed it should be pre-
served,” said Janice Mel-
nick, the park administra-
tor for Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.

The borough president 
said a preservation effort 
will require funding and 
cooperation from all levels 
of government. She also 
announced her office will 
soon start to hold monthly 
task force meetings for the 
project.

“I don’t want to give 
anyone the impression that 
I or any of the elected of-
ficials know exactly what 
we want to do here. I think 
the one thing we want this 
to be is a collaborative ef-
fort through all of the com-
munity groups,” Katz said. 
“It’s not going to happen in 
a day, but if we don’t start 
the process, it’s never going 
to happen.”

Borough President Melinda Katz leads a walking tour 
through the Tent of Tomorrow at the New York State Pavilion. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Christian Doran (c.) attends an event concerning the preserva-
tion of the New York State Pavilion a few days before his sudden 
death. Photo by Alex Robinson

Pavilion rescue wins ally
Borough president joins fi ght to preserve site of 1964 World’s Fair

Project’s co-founder 
dies suddenly at 28

on wheels, which have 
enough power to light up a 
few city blocks.

Once a bidder is se-
lected, Victor said he an-
ticipates New York and At-
lantic will receive a newly 

built locomotive by the end 
of 2014.

After six months of 
testing and addressing 
the inevitable kinks, Vic-
tor said it would be wise to 
pitch the product to other 
freight carriers. If enough 
sign on for a production 
line, the price could drop to 
$2.3 million.

Finding other custom-

ers would largely depend on 
governments’ willingness 
to pay for new equipment. 
Victor noted that under 
new emissions guidelines, 
operators and manufactur-
ers are both responsible 
for guaranteeing that loco-
motives remain in compli-
ance with Tier 4 standards, 
which he anticipates driv-
ing up New York and Atlan-

tic’s maintenance costs 50 
percent.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Bayside) pushed for $20 
million in federal grants 
to be set aside for reducing 
diesel emissions nation-
wide and has encouraged 
the state to apply for the 
funding to help green New 
York and Atlantic’s fleet.

Continued from Page 5 

Trains

Continued on Page 53
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BY MERLE EXIT

When it comes to Black 
History Month, there is no 
one more celebrated than 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., whose adult life 
has been depicted in pho-
tographs and documentary 
movies many times, but 
one film that captured him 
at home was tucked away 
until recently.

Queens native George 
Silano was the director of 
the movie, “Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr: A Person-
al Portrait,” that looks at 
events that took place over 
the course of a week in De-
cember 1965.

“Up until that time,” 
Silano said, “we were the 
only film crew to be invited 
into Dr. King’s home in At-
lanta.”

The documentary, pro-
duced by Peabody Award-
winner Arnold Michaelis, 
had been stored in an ar-
chive for decades. Silano 
wondered what had hap-
pened to it, then discovered 
that he was the only person 
from the project still living. 
He was able to get in touch 
with Michaelis’ daughter 
and obtained a copy of the 
edited DVD.

A screening was pre-
sented at the Rosenthal Li-
brary, at Queens College, 
Feb. 4, nearly a year after 
the first public screening 
Jan. 28, 2013, in his current 
hometown of Southampton, 
L.I. 

“Arnold did this with 
his own money,” Silano 
said. “The crew consisted 
of me, Arnold, my assistant 
cameraman and a sound 
man. My responsibility, 
only having one camera, 
was to give the illusion that 
there were three cameras 
instead of one, which was a 
challenge for me. We came 
away with several cans of 
black and white film.”

Prior to the film pre-
sentation Silano set the 
mood with some photos 
of the Birmingham home 

of King before and after it 
was bombed in 1956 as well 
as one taken as King stood 
behind President Lyndon 
B. Johnson during the sign-
ing of the Civil Rights Act.

“In my opinion,” Sila-
no remarked, “I think Mar-
tin Luther King shamed 
everybody after spending 
eight years making speech-
es all over the country. If 
you take a look at the Bill 
of Rights, it doesn’t say, ‘for 
white people only.’”

One would expect civil 
rights to be the first topic 
of the documentary rather 
than the Vietnam War.

“Dr. King knew a lot 
of historic details about 
Vietnam reaching back to 
the ’40s and how they were 
always seeking self-deter-
mination. During the war 
he was aware that our gov-
ernment money was taken 
away from being used in 
helping poor black commu-
nities to pay for bombs,” he 
said.” King was also infuri-
ated that young black men 
were being drafted into the 
U.S. Army to go and shoot 
yellow people for no partic-
ular reason while at home 
they couldn’t even take a 
drink at a public fountain, 
stay at a hotel or sit in the 
back of a bus.“

King’s wife, Coretta, 
was featured in the docu-
mentary. She first talked 
about her reluctance to be-
come involved with Martin 
when she heard that he was 
a minister, expecting him 
to be pious in dark suits. 
But once she met him, she 
realized he was a kind and 
generous human being.

“When the house was 
bombed, Coretta shared 
that both her and Martin’s 
parents came immediately 

to discuss what to do. Coret-
ta, also committed to civil 
rights and racism, decided 
to stay with Martin, con-
tinuing to be supportive of 
the movement. They later 
became ‘the power couple,’” 
he said.

Coretta talked about 
a place called Funtown, 
an amusement park in At-
lanta which was not open 
to black children. When 
they kept driving past the 
venue, the children asked if 
they could go. After trying 
to evade the issue, Coretta 
finally explained that they 
were not welcome there.

At one point, when 
King was in jail the chil-
dren asked why, to which 
Coretta said that Daddy 
was in jail to help black 
children go to Funtown.

One of the daughters 
replied, “Well, you tell Dad-
dy to stay in jail until we 
can play in Funtown”.

“This was one of the 
light moments in the film,” 
Silano said.

When the documen-
tary was filmed in the King 
home, Silano said it was not 
easy to control the young 
children. At one point, one 
of the sons came out and 
simply plopped himself 
down beside his father. The 
film shows a louver door 
opening to reveal one of the 
children peeking in and be-
ing hauled away by one of 
the adults.

“Usually, one would 
stop the camera while a 
solemn interview with a 
man who recently won a 
Nobel Peace Prize was in-
terrupted. I thought it was 
a charming moment and 
kept it,” he said.

Michaelis asked King 
about his possible assassi-
nation during the final por-
tion of the film interview.

“King said that if he 
were killed by the work 
that he was doing, it would 
have redemptive value and 
wouldn’t mind giving his 
life,” he said.

GEORGE SILANO
Photo by Merle Exit

Queens man fi lmed
lost movie of MLK

Play   
    Dine&
ON US!  
Join Today & Earn FREE Play
 

 

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in free 

play and a $10 dining voucher. 
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up 

and redeem for your rewards!

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in freemember and receive $15 in free

play and a $10 dining voucher.
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up

em for your rewards!

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY.

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

Simply earn 25 points 
and redee

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take     or Q37.  
Locate Your Free Shuttle: www.RWRedExpress.com

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
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Here Are The Top Ten Reasons
Why You Should Purchase & Service Your Next 

Cadillac, Buick, GMC Or Pre-Owned Vehicle From North Bay:
10. Sales - We are easily  accessible – a short drive from the Long Island Expressway, Northern State Parkway 

and Cross Island Parkway.  25 minute LIRR express train service from Great Neck Station to Penn Station.
9. Service – near the Northern Boulevard – Glen Cove Road intersection in Roslyn, NY.  Very convenient location from all points.
8. A new fleet of Cadillac courtesy loaner vehicles when bringing your Cadillac for regular or warranty service.  Courtesy loaners available for

Buick and GMC customers when warranty work is required.
7.  Beautiful state-of-the-art  showrooms and coming soon, a magnificent new service facility.
6. Our New and Pre-Owned Sales Department is open seven days a week with certified, courteous 

Sales and Internet professionals available to answer all of your questions.
5.  North Bay is and has always been one of the highest rated stores for Customer Satisfaction.  

Check out what the customers are saying on this website and DealerRater.com.
4.  Why pay a premium price?  We offer extremely aggressive pricing without sacrificing the legendary North Bay experience.
3.  New York Stateʼs largest retail Cadillac, Buick and GMC dealer with a large inventory available at all times.
2.  We never promise anything we canʼt deliver!
1.  “Redefining the customer experience”  – if you see a customer with a North Bay plate frame, 

ask them what they think of us! Our customers are our best advertisement.  

BUICK

BUICK

Redefining The Customer Experience

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take
immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). For Cadillac: due at inception: $299 1st payment, $395 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit, plus tax & tags. 10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied. all payments include Lease Conquest Rebate of $1,500: Must lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle. Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised.  2014 Buick / GMC Due:
$1,995 Down Payment plus $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. GMC: Owner/Lease Conquest or Loyalty Rebate of $500. Buick: Own/Lease Conquest Rebate of $1,000.  Conquest Rebate: Must lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.   See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 2-28-2014.

$299

Lease Conquest Rebate $1,500

LEASE
FOR

Automatic Transmission, AC, Heated Front
Seats, Power Sunroof, Power Windows, Power

Door Locks & Much More! MSRP $35,490
SPECIAL OFFER:

B R A N D  N E W

2014 ATS2.5 Leather Group, Automatic, AC, Power Windows, Power Doorlocks, Dual
Sunroof, Color Touch Navigation, Forward Collision Alert & Much More!

MSRP $49,015

SPECIAL OFFER:

B R A N D  N E W

2014 BuickENCLAVE AWD

$379per month
39 months. 

per month
39 months. 

LEASE
FOR

Own/Lease Conquest
Rebate $1,000

SLE-1 Automatic, AC,  8 Passenger, PW, PDL, Rear Back-up
Camera, Rear Park Assist, Remote Entry, Bluetooth, & Much

More! MSRP $35,260

SPECIAL OFFER:

B R A N D  N E W

2014 GMC ACADIA

$235 per month
39 months. 

LEASE
FOR

Own/Lease Loyalty or Lease
Conquest Rebate $500
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OTHER VOICES

Horse carriage drivers need to upgrade
A

nyone facing lay-
offs or job closings 
would be concerned 
for their future live-

lihood, but the situation 
with the carriage trade is 
different. The drivers are 
not only concerned but they 
want it their way or no way 
at all.

The inhumane and un-
safe conditions had come 
to the attention of the pub-
lic years ago, but nothing 
could be done because of 
their political connections. 
It was only a matter of time 
for the political climate to 
change and all the previ-
ous protections would no 

longer be there. Now things 
are different, but the driv-
ers are not willing to accept 
the reality.

The drivers and their 
PR firm have schemed 
to put out exaggerations 
about their business to 
make it seem like it existed 
longer, more people would 
be affected, the horses are 
considered family, they 
have real union jobs and 
our campaign is all about a 
stable land grab.

That is false. The pres-
ent trade started in the 
1940s, only 160 people would 
be affected, the Teamster 
local affiliation is not a 

union shop and the accusa-
tion of the real estate devel-
oper who wants the stables 
sounds like code for anti-
Semitism.

As for the pro-industry 
bill that passed in 2009, one 
of the most obscene rules 
was to require a five-week 
furlough for the horses — 
ignoring the fact that hors-
es need daily turnout to 
pasture, which they cannot 
get. The city Health Depart-
ment did not require a list 
of farms nor inspections. 
It has been reported that 
when many horses return 
from furlough, they look 
worse than when they left.

State Sen. Tony Avel-
la’s (D-Bayside) suggestion 
to convert the carriages to 
motorized units is excellent 
and inexpensive. It already 
exists and can be seen at 
andrescarrigetours.com.

The drivers do not 
have to lose their jobs — 
they just have to move into 
the 21st century.

Elizabeth Forel
President

Coalition to Ban Horse-
Drawn Carriages

Manhattan

A FAIR SHOT
The political climate has changed dramatically since 

Bill de Blasio was swept into office as a progressive mayor 
on the strength of his Tale of Two Cities campaign, which 
struck a deep chord in Queens and other outerboroughs.

No longer are people spending long hours debating 
bike lanes and supersize soft drinks as they did under 
the Bloomberg administration. The conversation now has 
shifted to income equality and higher wages for chroni-
cally underpaid workers.

De Blasio maintains 46 percent of New Yorkers are 
living at or near the poverty line, which means a family of 
four is struggling to get by on $46,000 a year or less, based 
on city definitions.

This is a shocking statistic, brought into focus by the 
Port Authority’s order to JetBlue, American and United 
airlines to raise contract workers’ salaries to $10 an hour 
as part of their lease agreements at LaGuardia and Ken-
nedy airports.

Patrick Foye, Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s appointee as PA 
executive director, delivered the ultimatum in a letter to 
the carriers this week after Delta agreed to comply with 
his original Jan. 27 edict requesting the wage hikes. Foye 
acted after several Queens lawmakers were arrested last 
month when they joined a protest outside LaGuardia by 
workers asking for wages they could live on.

In his State of the City address in Long Island City, de 
Blasio warned that New York cannot wait for Washington 
or Albany to take action.

He pledged to break ranks with Albany to raise the 
minimum wage for city residents, a move likely to release 
a firestorm in the state Legislature, which last year ap-
proved an increase from $8 an hour in 2014 to $9 in 2016.  
Cuomo has already torpedoed the idea.

With the City Council speaker’s help, the mayor was 
able to add 500,000 more city residents to the list of those 
eligible for paid sick leave.

But for all his ambitious plans to give every New York-
er “a fair shot,” de Blasio faces his biggest challenge with 
the city’s municipal labor unions. Some 300,000 members 
have been working without a contract for years.

Despite de Blasio’s often undeserved criticism of 
Bloomberg, the billionaire mayor left the city in sound 
shape except for the issue of labor negotiations.

De Blasio has a tough road ahead when his income 
equality vision collides with the reality of union workers 
not having had a raise in years.

How the new mayor deals with the unions will deter-
mine whether he can deliver on his promises to both cit-
ies.
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Teachers need new contract now

T
he teachers who teach 
in city public schools 
have been without 
a new contract for 

more than four years.
This is unacceptable. 

There is no reason for our 
hardworking, dedicated 
and professional teachers 
and other support staff 
to have to work without a 
new contract. It is time for 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, city 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 

Fariña and United Federa-
tion of Teachers President 
Michael Mulgrew to come 
to the negotiating table and 
work in earnest and sincer-
ity to forge a new contract 
for our teachers, many of 
whom have to endure awful 
and less-than-ideal work-
ing conditions in their 
classrooms.

These dedicated men 
and women who go over and 
above to help each of their 

students to reach and real-
ize their full potential must 
be treated with dignity, re-
spect and professionalism. 
The time for procrastinat-
ing is over. A new teacher 
contract must be a reality 
not tomorrow, next month 
or next year, but right now.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Avonte death should teach schools

O
ur grief over Avonte 
Oquendo’s death is 
compounded by the 
knowledge that it 

might have been prevented. 
The danger of kids run-
ning out of school cannot 
be eliminated but must be 
minimized.

Every school is re-
quired to have a Safety Plan 
that spells out all contingen-
cies and delegates duties. 
Have you seen the safety 
plan of your child’s school? 
Does it cover emergencies 
such as intruders, fires, 
medical crises, environ-
mental hazards, accidents 
and lockdowns? Is there a 
clear chain of command or 
logistical options and as-
signed tasks and personnel 
for routine operations? As a 
parent, you have the right 
to this information.

Given the nature of 
kids and the dynamics of 
schools, regardless of size, 
population and the way 
they are run, there is no 
such thing as a routine day, 
or at least such days cannot 
be taken for granted. Even 
the most tranquil school is 
volatile occasionally. Ev-
ery hour is extraordinary 
and often unpredictable. 
Vigilance is tested without 

letup and sometimes with-
out mercy.

The legal requirement 
that children with disabili-
ties should be educated in 
the “least restrictive envi-
ronment” is compassion-
ate and sensible. General 
and special education kids 
learn from each other and 
together they learn from 
the teachers and classmates 
they share.

But we must also pro-
vide the extra security 
needed for the supervision 
of our most vulnerable 
students. Lives depend on 
striking the balance of free-
dom and control.

There are more than 
1,700 public schools, and all 
of them have many doors 
to the outside that the fire 
code prohibits from be-
ing locked on the inside. 
It would take an army of 
school safety agents to be 
posted at every door of ev-
ery building all day.

U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) said he 
intends to introduce a fed-
eral government program 
that would give parents of 
children with autism the 
option of attaching track-
ing devices to their kids. 
It would be called Avonte’s 

Law.
But some parents are 

likely to feel uneasy about 
having their kids wear 
ankle bracelets, which they 
associate with felons, or be 
GPS-tracked like sanita-
tion trucks. Nor is the idea 
of installing cameras in 
classrooms popular.

Every school must 
have in place a coordinated 
strategy to stop a repetition 
of the scenario that cost 
Avonte his life. Paper pro-
tocols are not good enough, 
and like fire extinguishers 
the strategies must be up-
dated, tested and ready to 
activate. There should be 
practice drills as are held 
by first responder agencies 
and all members of the com-
munity should experience 
first-hand what it means to 
be on high alert.

The tragedy of Avonte 
is too terrible for words, but 
words can at least lead to 
actions that may forestall 
another such tragedy. Let 
those words proclaim the 
special sanctity of the lives 
of children and the provi-
dential role of each of us to 
protect them.

Ron Isaac
Bayside

Queens leaders devise plan 
for patients at Creedmoor

T
he recent escape of a 
convicted killer from 
the state-run Creed-
moor Psychiatric 

Facility in Bellerose is a 
serious concern to the civic 
leaders of this community 
and other nearby commu-
nity organizations.

Creedmoor is in an 
area of single-family homes 
and is close to Glen Oaks 
Village, a co-op of 10,000 
residents. It is across the 
street from a children’s 
playground in Alley Pond 
Park, one of Queens’ larg-
est parks.

This incident is trou-
bling since individuals 
with a history of commit-
ting violent acts continue 
to be housed at Creedmoor. 
Community leaders have 
long been concerned about 
security at the Creedmoor 
complex. Security failures 
at Creedmoor tie up local 
police resources, which 
must respond every time 
an incident occurs.

This takes needed po-
lice protection away from 
the communities served by 
the 105th Precinct, which 
under normal circumstanc-
es must serve the largest 
coverage area of any police 
precinct in the city. As civic 
leaders we will continue to 
partner with elected offi-
cials, the NYPD and repre-
sentatives of all agencies 
involved to ensure that 
safety of our communities 
remains the highest prior-
ity.

To achieve this goal, 
we have put together a sev-

en-point plan:
1. A full investigation 

of this incident.
2. Adoption of a com-

prehensive security plan 
for the entire Creedmoor 
campus that would prevent 
a recurrence of a similar 
incident in the future.

3. The state Office of 
Mental Health must pro-
vide the resources to fund a 
proper level of security.

4. Disclosure and 
transparency as to the type 
of individuals being housed 
at Creedmoor.

5. A Community Noti-
fication Protocol to provide 
immediate alerts of danger-
ous situations.

6. A similar review 
and assessment of security 
at nearby Zucker-Hillside 
Hospital.

7. The inclusion of 
nearby civic associations 
and other stakeholders in 
the outreach and develop-
ment of a security plan.

Jerry Wind
President

Bellerose Hillside Civic 
Association

Bobby Sher
President

Bell Park-Manor Terrace 
Co-op

Michael O’Keeffe
President

Creedmoor Civic 
Association

Bob Friedrich
President

Glen Oaks Village

Michael Castellano
President

Lost Community Civic 
Association

Bruno DeFranceschi
President

North Bellerose Civic 
Association

Judith Cohen
President

North Hills Estates Civic 
Association

Richard Hellenbrecht
President

Queens Civic Congress

Angela Augugliaro
President

Queens Colony Civic 
Association

Jim Trent
President

Queens County Farm 
Museum

Mo Ishmael
President

Queens Village Civic 
Association

Frank Toner
President

Rocky Hill Civic 
Association

Rhonda Kontner
President

Royal Ranch Homeowners 
Association

Warren Schreiber
President

Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance

GOP wrong on how wages work

R
epublicans do not 
agree with raising 
the minimum wage. 
They believe in 

trickle-down economics.
They say if you give 

the rich more money, they 
will spend it and help the 
economy.

I guess it does not work 
like that with poor people. 
They will just hoard those 

welfare checks and food 
stamps.

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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W
est Indians Serv-
ing Humanity, a 
charitable group 
partly based in 

Queens’ West Indian com-
munity, returned from a 
successful trip to the Ca-
ribbean with new ideas for 
this coming year.

In addition to more ef-
forts within Queens, the 
group plans to expand its 
reach to lasting projects 
and new locations in Af-
rica and the Caribbean. 
Many of the members of 
WISH emigrated from the 
Caribbean to Queens and 
surrounding areas and to 
seek better lives of those in 
their homelands as well as 
remaining civic-minded in 
the borough.

In December before 
Christmas, WISH members 
from Queens and Brook-

lyn traveled to Trinidad 
and Guyana with barrels 
packed with clothes, toys, 
school supplies and books. 
It was through the gener-
osity of Queens residents 
as well as shipping spon-
sorship from Laparkan 
Trading that ensured that 
these barrels reached the 
hands of those who needed 
it. The tightly-knit West In-
dian community in South 
Queens responded resound-
ingly to calls for items to 
be donated and shipped to 
Guyana and Trinidad.

In Guyana, WISH’s 
president, Safraz Deen, of 
Brooklyn; WISH support-
ers Praim “Krrish” Sam-
soondar, of Queens; and 
Marlon Seecharan, of Yon-
kers, joined supporters in 
the South American nation 
to deliver donated toys and 
school supplies to about 50 
children at the Railway 
View Project’s center in a 
rural village on the west 
coast of Guyana.

They were joined by 
the Guyana-based Society 
against Sexual Orienta-

tion Discrimination. The 
center, a small property, 
hosts a small library and 
provides literacy classes 
for children from the sur-
rounding villages.

“When we drove down 
there, we noticed that the 
people were really, really 
poor, many with houses 
made of zinc,” Deen said. 
“These are the people that 
we’re trying to help.”

It is his hope that for 

the children in that vil-
lage, the group can muster 
the funds for two or three 
computers for a nearby 
children’s center and more 
supplies for the school-age 
children.

Another 80 children at 
the Ruimveldt Children’s 
Aid Centre, in Georgetown, 
the capital, also received 
care packages. Ruimveldt 
provides care for HIV-posi-
tive children and promotes 

HIV/AIDS education. In ad-
dition, some 20 children at 
the Prabhu Sharan orphan-
age in Cornelia Ida received 
gifts donated by tri-state 
area residents, particularly 
from Queens.

Another WISH group 
supporter, Ricardo Babu-
lall, of Queens, traveled 
to Trinidad to supervise 
the distribution of donated 
items there.

The group’s efforts 

ensured that the items 
reached many needy fami-
lies, but the group plans to 
explore ways in which it 
can make a lasting impact 
on the places members 
have visited.

“Although people can 
use the clothing, we didn’t 
think it would have a big 
impact on their lives,” Deen 
said.

While WISH plans 
to increase its efforts in 
Guyana and Trinidad this 
year, there are also plans 
to explore smaller projects 
in Jamaica and the African 
country of Namibia.

In Jamaica, Deen 
hopes the group will be able 
to donate cricket equipment 
to a school there. The pro-
posed project for Namibia 
will include a shipment of 
school supplies for a one-
room school house there. 
Children travel for miles to 
that schoolhouse.

Indeed, WISH mem-
bers noted that the most 
pressing need in many of 
the locations they visited 
was school supplies.

Queens’ West Indian charity plans more foreign trips

De Blasio sticks to his guns on taxing rich for pre-K

Y
ou have to give credit 
to new Mayor Bill de 
Blasio. He has pre-
sented a clear pro-

gressive vision during the 
campaign and in his first 40 
days in office he has hit the 
ground running, doggedly 
pursuing his bold agenda.

From appointing hous-
ing commissioners who see 
the urgency for dramati-
cally increased affordable 
housing to the modest tax 
hike to fund universal pre-
K, de Blasio has not let poli-
tics or the powerful Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo dissuade 
him from pursuing his 
campaign pledges.

On universal pre-K, 
de Blasio has been clear: 
The city should pay its own 
way by taxing top earn-
ers — $500,000 and above 
annually — and this will 
ensure that there is a con-
stant revenue stream that 
cannot be cut if Albany has 
budget shortfalls or if the 
state leaders of the future 
decide to cut this important 
program.

When I was running 
for mayor and in debates 
with de Blasio and the oth-
er candidates, I raised the 
concern that increasing 
taxes would lead to an exo-
dus of the wealthy from the 
city and therefore decrease 
our core base of taxpayers.

But de Blasio has won 

me over during the past 
year. While I think perhaps 
the tax should start at $1 
million of annual earnings, 
I now believe he’s right. 
This is an equitable way 
for those doing well to “pay 
it forward” to the next gen-
eration of children in our 
city.

Upper middle-class 
and rich New Yorkers have 
long recognized the im-
portance of pre-K for their 
children. They pay high 
tuitions to make sure their 
children get a head start in 
learning.

A dedicated tax to help 
those children whose fami-
lies can’t afford private pre-
schools is actually a great 
investment in our city’s 
future. More of these stu-
dents will be more employ-
able themselves and thus 

will contribute to the city’s 
tax base in the future.

As de Blasio realizes, 
this is not a quick-fix for 
public education in New 
York. In fact, unlike most 
government programs, we 
are unlikely to see the full 
results or the economic im-
pact of this new education 
initiative for almost anoth-
er two decades.

It is impressive that 
de Blasio is thinking that 
far ahead and kudos, too, 
to Cuomo for making uni-
versal pre-K a priority 
throughout the state.

Some believe that 
since the governor pledged 
the money from the state, 
de Blasio should just de-
clare victory and move on. 
That would be the easy, 
expedient political move. 
But de Blasio has exhibited 

that he doesn’t want partial 
victories or easy political 
solutions.

Like his first boss, 
Mayor David Dinkins — 
and his esteemed colleague, 
ex-Council Speaker Peter 
Vallone Sr., who tackled 
the city’s rampant crime 
problem in the early 1990s 
by raising taxes to hire 
more police officers — de 
Blasio knows that mayors 
sometimes have to make 
unpopular decisions with 
one segment of the popula-
tion to achieve the greater 
good for all.

Even de Blasio’s highly 
praised predecessor, Mike 
Bloomberg, raised proper-
ty taxes early in his term to 
help the city meet its grow-
ing budget obligations.

So Mayor de Blasio’s 
bold plan for city funding 

for early childhood educa-
tion, and expanded after-
school for middle schoolers, 
is the right thing to do and 
not without precedent.

Here’s hoping that even 
in a statewide election year, 
when the governor and the 
Albany Legislature will be 
extra cautious about new 
taxes, de Blasio will press 
on to allow New York City 
to independently pay for its 
new education initiatives.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

West Indians Serving Humanity delivered school supplies and toys to Railway View Project’s center in 
Guyana. Photo courtesy Railway View Project

New Voices

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

Role Reversal Day at CK
Students and faculty participated in Christ the King’s Annual Role 

Reversal Day, which is part of the school’s celebratory events during 
Catholic Schools Week.

Pictured from left: Senior Ross Scopellite; Assistant Principal Veronica Arbitello; Guidance Counselor Melanie Lee; Senior 
Nicole Mazzar; Junior Mary Yanez; and Guidance Office Administrative Assistant Maria Sala. 

About Christ the King Regional High School

Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

n 1885, the Presidents 
Day holiday was estab-
lished in honor of the 
birthday of America’s 

first president, George 
Washington. The obser-
vance is still officially 
called Washington’s Birth-
day by the federal govern-
ment and only became pop-
ularly known as Presidents 
Day in 1971 after it fell un-
der the Uniform Monday 
Holiday Act, which was 
an attempt to create more 
three-day weekends for the 
nation’s workers.

The holiday is now 
a day to celebrate all U.S. 
presidents on the third 
Monday in February.  In ad-
dition to George Washing-

ton, who was born on Feb. 
22, William Henry Harri-
son, Abraham Lincoln, and 
Ronald Regan all celebrated 
February birthdays.

Washington was and 
still is considered one of the 
most important figures in 
American history. For most 
of the 1800s his birthday 
was unofficially observed. 
It was not until the late 
1870s that it became a feder-
al holiday. In 1879, U.S. Sen. 
Steven Wallace Dorsey, of 
Arkansas, was the first to 
propose the measure and it 
was then signed into law in 
1879 by President Ruther-
ford B. Hayes. In 1885 it was 
expanded from the District 
of Columbia to the whole 
country.

Washington’s Birth-
day was the first holiday to 
honor the life of a person. 
It joined only four other 
federal bank holidays: 
Christmas Day, New Year’s 
Day, Independence Day and 
Thanksgiving.

Presidents Day calls 
for a patriotic salute to 
America’s past presidents. 
On this day, it is not uncom-
mon for historical groups 
to stage celebrations, re-en-
actments and other events. 
Schools will close for this 
observance with history 
lessons on previous presi-

dents, particularly Wash-
ington and Lincoln, and 
give special attention in 
the days leading up to the 
celebration.

This coming Monday, 
the country’s largest Presi-
dents Day parade will take 
place in Old Town Alexan-
dria, Va., where Washing-

ton once walked. Closer to 
home, Madame Tussauds 
museum in Times Square 
will host a presidents gal-
lery with wax figures of 
all 44 presidents, complete 
with interactive features.

Some of the more un-
common writings about 
Washington’s life peg him 
as not only a founding fa-
ther but somewhat of a su-
perhero. At 6 feet 2 inches 
and 200 pounds, he was one 
of our biggest presidents 
with the physical strength 
to match. It is said that he 
was able to crack walnut 
shells between his thumb 
and forefinger.

His fabled strength 
was matched only by his ex-
treme bravery. Many docu-
ments report that Washing-
ton was at all the front lines 
of the many battles he took 
part in, returning ragged, 
and often without a horse 
but somehow never gravely 
harmed. Not only was he 
a fearless general, he was 

also widely acknowledged 
as the best horseman in the 
13 colonies.

Off the battlefield, his 
mental ability did not let 
him down either. Although 
he only had eight years of 
formal schooling, his math 
abilities got him hired as a 
paid surveyor at 16 and he 
was highly regarded by his 
peers as an intelligent and 
wise president.

Today, the White 
House has more staff em-
ployees than the entire U.S. 
government did in Wash-
ington’s time. Interesting-
ly, it was Washington who 
established the two-term 
presidency and he served 
both terms after being 
elected unanimously both 
times, receiving every elec-
toral vote.

After all the many vi-
cious battles he fought and 
won, it was a throat infec-
tion that claimed Washing-
ton’s life in 1799.

Presidents Day established to celebrate all U.S. leaders

Remember 
the Date
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

There is expected to 
be a whole lot of dirt flying 
in Howard Beach this fall, 
but not from the state elec-
tions.

The state Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation plans to landscape 
Spring Creek Park into a 
flood prevention barrier by 
dredging up 765,000 cubic 
yards of historic fill from 
the water and piling it on 
the eastern coast of the 
creek to create a surge buf-
fer of uniform height.

About 40,000 cubic 
yards of fresh soil would 
then be dumped into the 
creek in northern Jamaica 
Bay to nourish new salt 
marshes, grassland habi-
tats and forested areas.

Stephen Zahn, DEC’s 
regional natural resources 
supervisor in the city, told 
Community Board 10’s Feb. 
6 meeting that the vegeta-
tion would replace phrag-

mites, an invasive species 
known to burn rapidly, and 
help curb tall waves.

“You’re going to end up 
with a greener area that’s 
not going to burn. It’s go-
ing to be a haven for a much 
larger section of wildlife 
and it’s going to provide 
you all these additional 
benefits of flood protec-
tion,” Zahn said.

Zahn and Venetia Lan-
non, DEC’s regional direc-
tor in the city, unveiled 
preliminary ideas for the 
Spring Creek Mitigation 
Project for those gathered 
at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall.

In November the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency awarded DEC 
roughly $50 million for 
storm mitigation work in 
Howard Beach, which was 
inundated during Super-
storm Sandy.

DEC received $3 mil-
lion to design the 150-acre 
project. Zahn said plans 

were due to FEMA by Au-
gust. Upon approval, the 
state is slated to receive 
$47 million to carry out the 
storm prevention work.

DEC said the mitiga-
tion work is expected to last 

18 months and that crews 
would use barges to trans-
port sand and soil whenev-
er possible.

Many at the meeting 
expressed a preference for 
more traditional flood pro-

tection measures such as 
sea walls or for mitigation 
work to begin in Shellbank 
Basin, where the surges 
that flooded Howard Beach 
during Sandy emerged.

Lannon said the gov-
ernment viewed the DEC’s 
project as part of a multi-
agency effort to strengthen 
the Jamaica Bay area. She 
said DEC happened to get 
funding first, but the fed-
eral government often re-
leases money for related 
initiatives once they see 
momentum-building.

CB 10 Chair Betty 
Braton  noted that the city 
Parks Department of Parks 
has applied for a U.S. In-
terior Department grant, 
which it would put toward 
similar work along Spring 
Creek north of the Belt 
Parkway.

Zahn said DEC was 
exploring extending a bike 
path into the park and im-
proving public access.

John Calcagnile, CB 

10’s second  vice chair-
man and co-chairman 
of Howard Beach’s New 
York Rising Community 
Reconstruction Program 
Committee, and Howard 
Beach-Lindenwood Civic 
Association members said 
too many visitors could jam 
traffic and lead to policing 
concerns in the park.

State Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Rock-
away Beach) praised DEC 
for involving the commu-
nity while stopping by to 
announce he had requested 
that major cellphone com-
panies outline changes 
they have made post-Sandy. 
Mobile service was shot af-
ter the storm, which took 
out communication and 
collaboration in many com-
munities.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

A rendering shows where the state plans 
to landscape Spring Creek into a less flood-prone area. 

Photo courtesy state Department of Environmental Conservation

State outlines anti-fl ood plans for Howard Beach

NO REFERRALS 
NEEDED!

We are conveniently located in 
Queens, Brooklyn and 

Manhattan

DO YOU SUFFER 
FROM:

 

ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

CALL US TODAY  
TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT
Office: (646) 620-6485  
or (718) 724-4388 for Spanish

i~Pain
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The principal of PS/IS 
49 said during an interview 
with TimesLedger Newspa-
pers this week that he be-
gan preparations to retire 
long before a subordinate 
filed a civil lawsuit against 
him.

Anthony Lombardi, 
who has led the Middle 
Village school for 17 years, 
first met with the pension 
consultation board in De-
cember 2012.

He gave four months’ 
notice to the city Depart-
ment of Education Dec. 1, 
2013.

Then Lisa Calise, a 
former teacher at the 63-60 
80th St. school, filed a law-
suit Dec. 26, 2013, alleging 
that Lombardi forced her 
to retire after she ignored 
his advances and sexually 
harassed her.

To date, the city has no 
adverse judgment and no 
finding of liability in the 
matter, Lombardi said. He 

emphasized that the city is 
not investigating Calise’s 
claims.

“Right now, I’m just 
guilty of poor timing,” 
Lombardi said. “Unfortu-
nately, they happened very 
close together.”

Lombardi said the 
city special commissioner 
of investigation sought pa-
perwork from Calise’s per-
sonnel file when she filed 
a complaint with the U.S. 
Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission in the 
summer of 2013. He said the 
special commissioner did 
not believe  an investiga-
tion was warranted, given 
the information it received 
from the DOE. The EEOC 
complaint never went any-
where.

To date, Lombardi said 
he had never been advised 
to contact his union for sup-
port.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

PS/IS 49 principal
explains resignation 
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Principal Anthony Lombardi says he informed the city Dec. 1 of his 
plans to retire from PS/IS 49.
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EM
BARGO

PREVENTIV
O

DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Senior, Disabled, and Veteran Homeowners 
May Qualify for Exemptions, but Must Apply.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Do Not Delay. Respond Today!

Department of

Finance

Beth E. Goldman
Commissioner

Department of

Environmental Protection

Carter H. Strickland
Commissioner

Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development

RuthAnne Visnauskas
Commissioner
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Planned Parenthood 
has made its foray into 
Queens with help from 
South Asian Youth Action, 
Sunnyside Community Ser-
vices and Queens Library.

Planned Parenthood 
of New York City organized 
a Feb. 7 ceremony to com-
mend the three nonprofits 
on their collaborative effort 
to train staff on handling 
questions about sexual and 
reproductive health.

Leaders of Planned 
Parenthood announced 
at the event in CUNY Law 
School that they plan to 
partner with more Queens 
organizations in an effort 
to reach more residents 
of the one borough where 
they do not operate a health 
facility.

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) echoed Planned 
Parenthood executives’ de-

scriptions of Queens as a 
borough plagued by barri-
ers to sexual health care.

“We need Planned 
Parenthood here, on the 
ground, in Queens, in our 
libraries and doing the 
great work that they’re do-
ing,” said Van Bramer.

Queens has the high-
est rate of uninsured wom-
en, many that face  cultural 
and linguistic barriers to 
accessing care and high 
rates of unwanted pregnan-
cies and sexually transmit-
ted diseases, according to 
Planned Parenthood.

Over the past year, 
SAYA, a secular organi-
zation that assists South 
Asian youth; Sunnyside 
Community Services, a set-
tlement house that serves 
people of all ages; and the 
Queens Library worked 
with Planned Parenthood 
to create policies guiding 
how staff should respond 
to inquiries about sex and 

reproduction.
About 110 employees 

from the three nonprof-
its then attended training 
sessions on topics ranging 
from sexually transmitted 
infections to body image 
issues. They also toured 
Planned Parenthood’s 
health centers to get a sense 
of how they functioned.

The organizations 

made tool kits with bro-
chures, posters and other 
educational materials, 
which help maintain orga-
nizational standards amid 
staff turnover and encour-
age sex-related questions, 
said Randa Dean, Planned 
Parenthood’s director of 
adult and professional pro-
grams.

“It’s acknowledging 

that that’s a normal and 
expected question,” Dean 
said.

Dean praised the 
library for printing 
thousands of brochures 
referring patrons to orga-
nizations that deal with 
various sexual and repro-
ductive health matters. She 
singled out the Far Rock-
away branch for working to 
alleviate a shortage of free 
birth control in the area.

“They worked with lo-
cal businesses to get them 
to agree to put out a bowl 
of free condoms in their 
nail salon or their sneaker 
store,” Dean said.

Dean commended Sun-
nyside Community Ser-
vices for bringing youth to 
tour Planned Parenthood’s 
health center in Manhat-
tan during a teen night and 
SAYA for hiring a part-time 
employee dedicated to help-
ing youth with sexual and 
reproductive concerns.

Udai Tambar, ex-
ecutive director of SAYA, 
said Planned Parenthood 
helped his team feel more 
confident fielding ques-
tions about sex. He said 
many South Asian families 
don’t allow their children 
to date, but young adults 
still engage in sexual or 
romantic relationships and 
need a trusted adult to turn 
to with questions.

“Families trust us 
because we do the basics, 
the bread and butter, free 
SAT, college guidance,” he 
said. “Our staff might be 
just trained in doing the 
academic work or the lead-
ership development or em-
powering them, then all of 
a sudden they are getting 
bombarded with these oth-
er issues.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Tamara Michael, from Queens Library, discusses the organization’s 
collaboration with Planned Parenthood. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Planned Parenthood offers training to Queens non-profi ts 
Initiative focuses on helping professionals respond to teens’ sexual health-related questions

M E DICA L  R E S E A R C H  G U I DE

available

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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www.nycpba.org

Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531

Patrick J. Lynch, Presidentof the City of New York

We help the sick and comfort the distressed.
Every day, we do many things, big and small, to keep this city safe and livable.

We do it for a better city.
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

When it comes to gain-
ing state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo Jr.’s (D-Howard Beach) 
support for the Dream Act, 
it’s all about the money.

Addabbo, the lone 
Democratic senator from 
the city to withhold support 
for the bill, said he had con-
cerns about where Albany 
would come up with the 
funding to implement the 
Dream Act.

The legislation would 
permit undocumented stu-
dents who graduate from 
high school in New York 
to apply for financial aid 
for colleges. State Comp-
troller Thomas DiNapoli 
estimated in May that it 
would cost about $20 mil-
lion to extend financial as-
sistance eligibility to those 
in the country illegally, but 
hypothesized that the cost 
would be mitigated by the 
tax income and other eco-
nomic benefits reaped from 

a better-educated work-
force.

“If we’re going to in-
crease the number of those 
looking for assistance with-
out increasing the funds, 
I think that’s wrong,” 
Addabbo said. “There’s no 
mechanism in the bill to 
create the $20 million.”

As written, the sena-
tor said he worried that 
the Dream Act would lead 
to cuts to other agencies 
and services. Addabbo said 
he would be more likely to 
back the bill if Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo identified a funding 
stream for its implementa-
tion, but would still have 
reservations.

“There are those who 
are citizens who aren’t 
getting the educational as-
sistance right now,” Add-
abbo said. “You could have 
a situation where quali-
fied individuals, receiving 
money right now, might not 
receive as much or any.”

Addabbo’s stance on 

the Dream Act has attract-
ed the attention of Make the 
Road New York, an organi-
zation advocating for La-
tino and low-income New 
Yorkers.

Natalia Aristizabal, a 

youth organizer with the 
group, said Addabbo indi-
cated he had not signed off 
on the Dream Act because 
his constituents didn’t back 
it. She said the organiza-
tion petitioned in his dis-

trict in an attempt to prove 
him wrong.

She said her team 
sought support near St. 
Matthias Church in Ridge-
wood Sunday and gathered 
about 500 signatures from 
the more than 600 passers-
by who approached. She 
said Make the Road planned 
to return Thursday to an-
other part of the Senate dis-
trict, which stretches from 
Rockaway to Rego Park, 
and then submit the peti-
tion to Addabbo.

Aristizabal said state 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
plans to call for a vote on 
the bill in late February or 
early March and that the 
chamber passed the act last 
session.

The Senate would pose 
more of a hurdle. Bills re-
quire 32 votes to pass the 
chamber, and so far only 
26 lawmakers have signed 
onto the Dream Act. 

Aristizabal said Sen. 

Bill Perkins (D-Manhattan) 
has drafted a similar bill, 
and between proponents 
of that measure and the 
Dream Act, all city Demo-
crats expressed support for 
extending financial aid to 
the undocumented — ex-
cept Addabbo.

Addabbo said there 
must have been miscom-
munications between Make 
the Road New York and his 
staff regarding the reason-
ing behind his stance on 
the Dream Act. He said he 
had no formal barometer 
on how his constituents 
viewed the legislation.

“There are other issues 
that are certainly more rel-
evant to my constituents — 
health care, finding a job. I 
don’t think the Dream Act 
is on the radar screen of 
many,” he said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo Jr. opposes the DREAM Act because he 
is unsure how it would be financed.

Addabbo shuns Dream Act over fi scal concerns

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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THURSDAY MAY 29

For more information visit www.TheTheatreAtWestbury.com • Box Office Open Mon.-Sat. 12:30PM-5:30PM

HOT TUNA
LEON RUSSELLFRIDAY JUNE 20

SATURDAY MARCH 1THURSDAY FEB. 27 • 7:30PMFRI. & SAT., FEB. 21 & 22 • 7:30PMWEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 19

SUNDAY MARCH 2 • 1PM FRIDAY MARCH 14SATURDAY MARCH 8
10:30 SHOW ADDED! ALL NEW SHOW!

SUNDAY MARCH 23 • 7PM

FRIDAY FEB. 28 • 7:30PM

THURSDAY APRIL 3 SATURDAY APRIL 5 THURS.-SAT., APRIL 24-26

SAT. MAY 17 • 1PM & 4PMFRIDAY MAY 16

FRIDAY APRIL 18FRIDAY MARCH 28

SATURDAY MARCH 22 • 7PM

SATURDAY MAY 3 SUNDAY MAY 4 • 5PM WED., THURS., FRI., MAY 7, 8, 9

ONLY AREA
APPEARANCE!
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Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Steven Malecki 

Photos by Christina Santucci 

Photos by Nat Valentine
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$289

$3,850

$2,990 $700

$2,500

Low-E
Double Hung
Fully Welded

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.
Complete Removal
New Tar Paper/Shingles
All Debris Removed

(Fully Installed)
Fully Welded
Seamless Aluminium Gutters
100 LF

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.
Insulation Board & Corner Posts
Many Colors & Styles

Full Driveway
(up to 250 sq. ft.)

Other Services:

FREE Estimates, Call Today!

888.619.2677
www.gtcnyc.com
FULLY INSURED

NYC Lic. #1294395
Suffolk Lic. #47124-H

Nassau Lic. #H1778940000 

Call Today! 888.619.2677

GreenTree Construction, Inc.

 Fully Insured

 FREE In-Home Estimates

 Special Senior Citizen Discounts

GreenTree Construction was formed by contractors who come from generations of 
remodeling experience, applying their knowledge and experience together to form a 
company who excels in their fi eld of business. 

Our professional team of trained construction specialists can offer you excellent 
consultations on all your projects, whether it is an idea you have been interested in or a 
design that you fi nally want implemented.

$1,000 OFF

Our 2-Week Kitchen Includes:

$2,000 OFF

$500 OFF

Our 1-Week Bathroom Includes:
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BY BILL PARRY

New York City has 
reached a $2.5 million 
settlement with the fam-
ily of an unarmed National 
Guardsman who was shot 
and killed by an NYPD de-
tective as he was driving 
late at night on the Grand 
Central Parkway in 2012, 
according to the family’s 
attorney.

Noel Polanco, 22, was 
shot in the stomach by a 
member of the NYPD Emer-
gency Service Unit Ap-
prehension Team, Hassan 
Hamdy, who saw Polanco 
reaching for something he 
believed was a weapon af-
ter he was pulled over by of-
ficers. Polanco later died at 
New York Hospital Queens 
in Flushing.

No weapon was found 
in the car, Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
said, and a grand jury de-
cided against formally 
charging Hamdy.

Polanco’s mother, Ce-
cilia Reyes, of Corona, filed 
a federal wrongful death 
lawsuit in Brooklyn in July 
seeking damages in excess 
of $75,000 as a judgment for 
assault and battery in the 
shooting of Polanco.

“This is a reasonable 
and fair settlement for dam-
ages in the wrongful death 
of a fine young soldier,” 
family attorney Sanford 
Rubenstein said. Polanco, 
a member of the National 
Guard Reserves, worked 
at the Paragon Honda in 
Woodside.

Hamdy was one of 
several officers in two un-
marked vans driving in 
the center lane eastbound 
on the Grand Central Park-
way Oct. 4, 2012, at 5:15 a.m. 
when Polanco was seen in 
his black 2012 Honda Fit 
Hybrid near Exit 7 in East 
Elmhurst, the NYPD said.

Officers said they saw 
Polanco driving erratically 
in the right lane, cutting 

between vans, tailgating 
another vehicle in the left 
lane, then cutting back in-
between the vans to the 
right lane, police said.

One of the two passen-
gers in the car, Diane De-
Ferrari, said Polanco kept 
his hands on the steering 
wheel. The other passen-
ger, off-duty Officer Vanes-
sa Rodriguez, was sleeping 
at the time.

“The family feels they 
did not get justice in the 
criminal side of the case 
but on the civil side this 
family did get a measure of 
justice,” Rubenstein said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Cecilia Reyes wins $2.5 million from the city in damages for the wrongful death of her son, Noel 
Polanco.

City to pay Corona mom $2.5M for son’s death

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Baseball and the New 

York Mets lost a treasure 
last week.

The death of Hall of 
Fame slugger and longtime 
Mets broadcaster Ralph 
Kiner, 91, of natural causes 
marks the loss of one of the 
game’s best people and a 
link to the Amazins’ past.

A six-time all-star with 
the Pittsburgh Pirates, Kin-
er joined the Mets broadcast 
team along with Bob Mur-
phy and Lindsay Nelson 
for the Amazins’ inaugu-
ral season in 1962 and was 
a regular until 2006, when 
his workload was lessened 
to guest appearances. He 
is most well-known for Ki-
ner’s Corner, a post-game 
interview show following 
Mets games.

What made Kiner spe-
cial was the warmth with 
which he came across. You 
could sit there during the 
best and worst of games 

and get immersed in one 
of Kiner’s stories about the 
likes of Willie Mays, Bob 
Gibson, Casey Stengel and 
Phil Niekro. To my genera-
tion, he was a link to base-
ball’s storied past, full of 
volumes of anecdotes and 
information. You always 
learned something by lis-
tening to Kiner.

There are few guys 
who could do what Kiner 
did because he played the 
game. He could relate to 
players and had a great 
ability to break down hit-
ting. Kiner’s home run call 
of “Going, going, gone ... 
goodbye!” will be forever 
stuck in Mets fans’ minds. 
Kiner’s Corner after games 
was a must-watch.

Sure there were fun-
ny moments, like Kiner 
mispronouncing players’ 
names, including even 
members of the Mets, and 
other whimsical flubs that 
occur to any broadcaster 
who has logged as many 

hours as Kiner had. Con-
sider him the Mets’ version 
of Phil Rizzuto, who filled 
a similar roll on New York 
Yankees broadcasts.

In his later years, Ki-
ner was treated with such 
reverence by current Mets 
broadcasters Gary Cohen, 
Keith Hernandez, Ron Dar-
ling and radio voice Howie 
Rose that the three beamed 
every time Kiner joined 
them in the booth for games 
on SNY. It was like being 
around your grandfather 
and asking him to repeat 
your favorite stories so oth-
ers had the joy of hearing 
them.

From now on, we will 
have go to YouTube to lis-
ten to Kiner’s knowledge-
able, insightful and color-
ful approach to baseball 
broadcasting. Those of us 
lucky enough to take it in 
firsthand were better off 
for it and will never forget 
him.

BY BILL PARRY

A new film and vid-
eo production house has 
opened in Long Island City.

Mauricio Arenas and a 
couple of friends took over 
a 3,500-square-foot space 
that used to house a con-
struction school, at 21-38 
44th Road. Court Square 
Studios offers video pro-
duction, studio space rental 
and post-production ser-
vices.

“We’re a group of 
friends doing this indepen-
dently and we’d like to build 
it into an artists’ commu-
nity,” Arenas said. “We’ve 
had shoots for music videos 
and interviews for docu-
mentaries already. Besides 
film and video production, 
the space can be used for 

rehearsals and anything 
else to do with arts and en-
tertainment.”

In addition to the main 
studio, there are four other 
rooms that can be used for 
makeup, wardrobe and 
even classrooms.

Arenas had a small 

photography studio next 
door when he saw the school 
moving out of the building. 
He joined with two long-
time friends from the film 
industry, Jenny Bousquet 
and Hernan Guerrero, to 
open the production facil-

Court Square Studios offers video production and postproduction 
with space for rent on a daily, weekly or monthy basis. 

Photo courtesy Mauricio Arenas

Announcer Kiner, 91, leaves 
Mets fans with fond memories

New fi lm and video studio
opens up in Court Square

Saturday, February 15, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

Community Board 12
4101 White Plains Road at 229th Street

Call (718) 882-0440

Saturday, February 22, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

711 Allerton Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467
Call (718) 882-2220

Saturday March 1, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

1626 Bruckner Boulevard, Bronx, NY 10473
Call (718) 589-1323

Saturday, February 15, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

Community Board 12
4101 White Plains Road at 229th Street

Call (718) 882-0440

Saturday, February 22, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

711 Allerton Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467
Call (718) 882-2220

Saturday March 1, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

1626 Bruckner Boulevard, Bronx, NY 10473
Call (718) 589-1323

Continued on Page 28
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LATE PAGE

BY ALEX ROBINSON

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) launched a 
new political action com-
mittee last week that will 
contribute to the campaigns 
of young candidates from 
minority communities.

The PAC, called @
theTable, will aim to em-
power women seeking of-
fice who might not have 
the tools to put together a 
successful campaign, Meng 
said.

“Some people don’t 
necessarily come with the 
institutional support that 
many candidates have. That 
was the case with me when 
I ran, so I want to help in 
any way to make their runs 
successful,” Meng said in 
a telephone interview. “We 
hope to benefit anyone who 
traditionally who has not 
had a seat at the table politi-
cally.”

Meng, a mother of two, 
was elected to represent 
District 6 in 2012 as the 
state’s first Asian-Ameri-
can congresswoman.

Determined to help 
more women ascend to 
leadership positions across 
the nation, Meng decided to 
start the PAC after a num-
ber of freshman congres-
sional members running 
for re-election this year 
approached her for help. 
Only 19 percent of Congress 

members are women, Meng 
said.

“You are either at the 
table making the decisions 
or on the menu,” she said.

Meng said the PAC 
hopes to influence the race 
to replace long-serving U.S. 
Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Ca-
lif.), who recently resigned 
after four decades in Con-
gress.

The congresswoman 
said she was not sure how 
the PAC would benefit her 
own career, as @theTable 
is new and still in its first 
stages.

When asked if the PAC 
would be open to contrib-
uting to Republican cam-
paigns, Meng said, “We’re 
going to focus on Demo-
crats for now.”

BY KELSEY DURHAM

The recent escape by 
a patient from the Creed-
moor Psychiatric Hospital 
in Queens Village has sur-
rounding residents calling 
for a full review of the inci-
dent as well as an in-depth 
look at improvements they 
believe can be made to the 
facility’s security proce-
dures.

Eastern Queens Unit-
ed, a coalition of 14 civic 
associations across the 
area, has devised a seven-
point plan as a result of 
the security breech that 
allowed Raymond Morillo, 
a 33-year-old convicted 
killer, to walk freely out of 
the hospital Jan. 28 after 
switching clothing with a 
visitor.

Morillo served nearly 
15 years in prison for a May 
1998 shooting in Queens 
that left one man dead and 
he was admitted to Creed-
moor after being released 
in December 2013.

He was captured by 
authorities in Tennessee 
a few days later and was 
returned to the hospital, 
but homeowners who live 
nearby fear that the escape 
revealed major holes in 
Creedmoor’s security.

“It’s not a very com-
mon occurrence, but when 
it happened we were very 
concerned that someone 
could just walk right out 
the front door,” said Frank 
Toner, president of the 
Rocky Hill Civic Asso-
ciation, which surrounds 
about half of the property 
on which Creedmoor is lo-
cated. “These patients are 
very ill, perhaps criminal-
ly insane, and it seems that 
there’s a lack of security 
there. Somebody got sloppy, 
I guess.”

Toner’s civic group, 
along with the 13 others, 
is asking for a full investi-
gation of the escape at the 
state-run facility and asks 
that a comprehensive se-
curity plan be adopted in 
order to prevent similar 
incidents in the future. The 

seven-point plan also calls 
on the state Office of Men-
tal Health to provide more 
funding that will support 
the proper level of security.

Calls made to Creed-
moor about security mea-
sures currently being used 
were not returned.

Morillo was the sec-
ond patient to escape from 
Creedmoor in less than a 
year, and Toner said the 
community frequently wit-
nesses incidents on the hos-
pital’s grounds that require 
a police response. But an 
officer from the 105th Pre-
cinct, which serves the 
Creedmoor property, said 
the hospital has its own se-
curity and police are rarely 
called to the psychiatric 
center .

Instead, police said any 
incidents at Creedmoor to 
which the NYPD responds 
usually occur at the other 
buildings  on the property 
that do not have their own 
security to handle minor 
incidents.

Toner said civic 
groups have been in con-
tact with Creedmoor in the 
past about their request 
for increased security and 
said the hospital has made 
minor changes, such as in-
creasing lights outside the 
building at night, but the 
power to add more security 
guards it out of the hospi-
tal’s hands.

“They’ve made some 
adjustments, but as far as 

more security, that’s a bud-
get item that only Albany 
has control over,” Toner 
said. “They need more 
guards. It’s a huge place, 
and yet if you go into Wald-
baum’s or Target, they have 
more security guards in 
one store than in this whole 
facility.”

Eastern Queens United 
is also asking Creedmoor to 
keep in better contact with 
homeowners in the area, es-
pecially if serious incidents 
such as the recent break oc-
cur in the future. The plan 
calls for “disclosure and 
transparency as to the type 
of individuals being housed 
at Creedmoor” as well as “a 
community notification 
protocol to provide imme-
diate alerts of dangerous 
situations.”

When Morillo escaped 
last month, Toner said he 
did not think the hospital 
made an urgent effort to no-
tify the public about what 
happened or the severity of 
it. He said the civic groups 

see communication as 
one of the most important 
aspects of creating a suc-
cessful security plan and 
making sure surrounding 
residents can remain safe 
during a crisis.

“I personally missed 
the news that morning and 
only found out someone 
had escaped when a report-
er called me and asked me 
to talk about it and I had no 
idea,” said Toner, who lives 
just a few blocks from the 
hospital. “I made some calls 
and got my own details, 
but all I really knew to tell 
people was that a guy who 
murdered someone just es-
caped from Creedmoor. It 
was scary and we wanted 
more information.”

Toner said his group 
meets with the Creedmoor 
administration every quar-
ter to address any concerns 
of the public and has also 
had a joint meeting with 
state officials about the 
budget issues that prevent 
stronger security, but he 
said the community wants 
more and the first step to 
solving the problem is to 
investigate.

“We don’t think the 
CEO or anyone at the hos-
pital is stonewalling us,” he 
said. “They’re doing their 
best, but I guess our issue 
is really with the state to 
beef up the security there. 
They have too small a force 
and that’s why incidents 
happen.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng launched a 
political action committee last 
week to help put more women 
and candidates from minority 
communities in office. 

Photo by Nykeema Williams

Hospital security questioned
Neighbors of Creedmoor call for full review following patient escape

Meng founds PAC 
to back female pols

RAYMOND MORILLO
Photo courtesy NYPD

Civic associations in neighborhoods surrounding Creedmoor Psychiatric Center in Queens Village are 
calling for new security plans after the recent escape of an patient.

ity.
“Long Island City is a 

good location for filmmak-
ing in the city. Silvercup 
Studios is just a few blocks 
away and Kaufman Astoria 
Studios gets bigger and big-
ger. Perhaps we will pick up 
some extra business from 
them,” Arenas said.

A resident of Long 
Island City for two years, 
he only recently learned 
of Rockrose Development 
Corp.’s plans to turn Court 
Square into an entertain-
ment hub. In addition to 

four residential high-rise 
projects in the area that 
will cost $1 billion, the de-
veloper will also introduce 
retail space for restau-
rants, bars and even a mu-
sic venue.

“We just jumped into 
the idea when the space be-
came available. Later on we 
found out what Rockrose 
is planning to do in Court 
Square. That’s awesome. 
We’re in the right place 
at the right time,” Arenas 
said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 27 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
A small army of cos-

tumed dancers, musicians 
and entertainers marched 
through downtown Flush-
ing last weekend as the 
neighborhood celebrated 
the Lunar New Year with 
its annual parade.

Thousands of people 
braved the cold weather 
and lined Flushing’s main 
streets to catch a glimpse of 
the colorful spectacle.

“The best part of the 
parade is it shows solidari-
ty in our community. We all 
participate in this event,” 
said City Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing). “New 
York is a multicultural 
society. In order for us to 
live peacefully together, we 
have to mutually respect 
each others’ culture and 
traditions. This is a chance 
to show that.”

Dozens of decorated 
floats projected confetti 

through the air as giant 
dragons carried on poles 
by dancers swirled through 
the streets.

Organizers expected 
more than 100,000 New 
Yorkers would flock to 
Flushing for this year’s pa-
rade, which attracted peo-
ple from all over the city.

Emma Huang, 10, of 
Manhattan, went to the 
parade because she missed 
the one in her own borough. 
She said her parents gave 
her the choice between go-
ing ice skating and attend-
ing the parade.

“I think this is defi-
nitely better than ice skat-
ing,” she said.

“My favorite part is 
the dragons,” she added as 
she watched two red paper 
dragons pass by on Main 
Street.

The NYPD marching 
band and a group of elected 
officials led the parade, 
which started in front of the 

109th Precinct and wound 
through downtown Flush-
ing to Queens Crossing.

Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
who was characteristically 
30 minutes late, joined his 
colleagues after the parade 
was already under way.

“This is an extraordi-
nary community we’re in,” 
the mayor said. “A commu-
nity that exemplifies the 
strength of New York City, 
exemplifies the future of 
New York City and as I’ve 
said many times before, 
will have a government 
that believes in all five bor-
oughs, that believes in ev-
ery community, including 
all the immigrant commu-
nities that are making this 
city stronger all the time.”

When asked by report-
ers about his comments 
concerning making the 
Lunar New Year a school 
holiday, de Blasio repeated 
his pledge.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Commuters in north-
east Queens will be offered 
an alternative route by the 
MTA intended to soften the 
impact of upcoming track 
work that will shut down 
parts of the No. 7 train for 
nearly two dozen weekends 
in 2014. 

A free shuttle bus 
will operate along the No. 
7 line between closed sta-
tions when the suspensions 
start late in the evening 
Feb. 14, according to the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority. Continued 
maintenance to address on-
going signal problems will 
also shut down sections of 
the line in western Queens 
throughout the rest of the 
year starting on Feb. 28.

Kevin Ortiz, spokes-
man for the MTA, said the 

shuttle will begin running 
Saturday, Feb. 15, from the 
Flushing-Main Street to 
Mets-Willets Point stations, 
where service on the No. 7 
train will be suspended in 
both directions from 11:45 

p.m. Friday, Feb. 14, until 5 
a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 18.

Riders can take the 
shuttle from Flushing-
Main Street and catch the 
No. 7 train at Mets-Willets 

Flushing’s Lunar spectacle 
ushers in Year of the Horse

MTA will offer free shuttle 
during No. 7 line closures

Continued on Page 53

Continued on Page 53

The MTA recently announced a free shuttle bus will run along the 
No. 7 line in Flushing to help alleviate some of the impact of up-
coming suspensions.



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

1
%

 I
S

 A
LL

 Y
O

U
 P

A
Y

 T
O

 D
R

IV
E 

A
W

A
Y

! 
W

E 
A

R
E 

S
U

R
E 

TO
 H

A
V

E 
A

 C
A

R
 T

O
 F

IT
 Y

O
U

R
 B

U
D

G
ET

! E
A

S
Y

 F
IN

A
N

C
IN

G
! O

V
E
R

 3
0

 B
A

N
K

S
 O

N
 LO

C
A
T
IO

N
! E

A
S

Y
 F

IN
A

N
C

IN
G

!
†
†

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

ALL MONTH LONG!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

UNPRECEDENTED  SAVINGS!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.OPEN

TODAY!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND            AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

PRESIDENTS’  DAY

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The rental tenants on 
the historic Klein Farm in 
Fresh Meadows were is-
sued fines Wednesday for 
cutting down trees and al-
tering the property without 
the necessary permission.

Judge Michelle Man-
zione, of the Environmen-
tal Control Board, issued 
two fines of $800 to Ziming 
Shen for the violations.

Shen took responsibil-
ity for the violations at an 
ECB hearing Feb. 4 after 
tickets had been issued 
to the property’s owner, 
Audrey Realty, which is 
headed by Henry Huang, 
son of notorious Queens 
developer Thomas Huang. 
Shen owns the Preschool of 
America, which rents the 
house on the farm, at 194-15 
73rd Ave.

Shen’s attorney said 
he could not comment as he 
had not yet seen the judge’s 
decision.

The trees’ removal in 
the fall sparked outrage 
among nearby residents 
and community board 
members.

Florence Fisher, a CB 
8 member and president of 
the Mid-Queens Commu-
nity Council, said the ECB 
fines were not enough.

“A $1,600 fine is a drop 
in the bucket. They should 
be fined much more so 
they know they can’t keep 
breaking the law. If they 
were fined $30,000 and 
made to replant the trees, 
maybe they’d think twice 
about breaking the rules 
and regulations of the city,” 
Fisher said. “It’s a spit in 
the face as far as I’m con-
cerned. They should have 
come down much heavier 
on them.”

An ECB spokeswoman 
said the board only hands 
out monetary fines, which 
are determined by the city 
Department of Buildings.

The farm was the bor-
ough’s last family-owned 
working farm before it 
was sold to Audrey Realty 
in 2003. The property is in 
the Fresh Meadows Special 
Planned Community Pres-

ervation District, meaning 
no substantial changes can 
be made to the property 
without the consent of the 
City Planning Commis-
sion.

Shen contended at the 
hearing that the work done 
on the driveway was simply 
a necessary repair and that 
the trees had been removed 
because they were rotted 
out, infested with raccoons 
and a health hazard for the 
schoolchildren.

“After comparing old 
photos of the property sub-
mitted by Petitioner with 
the photos taken on the date 
of occurrence, I find there 
was substantial modifica-
tion made to the existing 
landscaping,” Manzione 
said in her decision. “I find 
Respondent failed to raise a 
meritorious defense to the 
violations.”

“I find that more than 
one rotted tree was re-
moved from the property. 
Mr. Shen admitted that at 
least one additional tree 
was removed from the cen-
ter yard. In addition, no 
evidence was submitted to 
show that permission was 
ever sought from the City 
Planning Commission,” 
she added.

Shen is no stranger to 
these kinds of proceedings 
s in 2005 he was issued a 
DOB violation for failing 
to comply with a “special 
purpose district” and re-
moving trees at a property 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

State Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) has 
proposed a new tax credit 
for restaurants that allow 
seniors to hang out in their 
establishments.

The new tax credit is 
an attempt to tackle a fight 
between business owners 
and seniors who sit social-
izing in their restaurants 
for hours on end.

The issue was high-
lighted when a group of Ko-
rean seniors were kicked 
out of a Flushing McDon-
ald’s by police after spend-
ing hours sitting in the 
franchise after only buying 
a $1.09 cup of coffee each.

News of the contro-
versy spread quickly all 
the way to Korea and 
prompted Kim to broker a 
compromise between the 
two groups that would have 
the McDonald’s extend its 
maximum sitting times 
during non-lunch hours, 
which the seniors agreed to 
respect. Kim said the spat 
was indicative of a larger 
problem that seniors do not 
have enough public spaces 
where they want to congre-
gate.

“Older adults don’t 
want to be confined to one 
place. Instead of telling 
them where they have to go, 

we’ll go to them,” Kim said. 
“This is one of the possible 
solutions than can help al-
leviate the problem.”

A couple weeks after 

the controversy in Flush-
ing, a group of predomi-
nantly Guyanese seniors 
were kicked out of a Burger 
King in Richmond Hill for 

staying too long.
Assemblyman David 

Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows), 
whose district includes the 
Burger King, is setting up 
a summit so that the Guya-
nese seniors and the owner 
of the burger joint can 
reach a compromise simi-
lar to Kim’s.

“The seniors in a lot 
of these immigrant groups 
don’t necessarily feel com-
fortable in senior centers 
in their neighborhoods, as 
they don’t cater to their cul-
ture. That’s why they cre-
ate their own impromptu 
senior’s center in restau-
rants,” Weprin said.

Weprin has also signed 
on to Kim’s tax credit, 
called the Community Cor-
ner Cafe Fund, which will 
offer businesses $5,000 to 
$25,000 in tax relief if they 
supply seniors with a place 
to congregate.

In order to qualify for 
the credit, businesses will 
have to provide a recom-
mendation from a pre-ap-
proved, community-based 
organization and a local 
state lawmaker.

Kim and Weprin said 
the details of the tax credit 
have not been finalized yet 
since they are still consult-
ing with the AARP and a 
number of business owner 
associations.

Seniors congregate outside a Flushing McDonald’s at the corner of 
Northern and Parsons boulevards.

The historic Klein Farm’s ten-
ants were issued a total of 
$1,600 in fines for cutting down 
trees and altering the land-
scape of the protected prop-
erty.

Pols cook up tax break idea
Boro electeds want incentives for eateries where seniors spend time

Klein Farm tenants 
fi ned for tree cutting

BY SHANICE PUNNETT

This weekend the Ja-
maica Performing Arts 
Center is featuring a dance 
and theatrical event called 
“Amazing Grace: From 
the Auction to the White 
House.”

Performances are 
Saturday, Feb. 15, at 7:30 
p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 16,  
at 4 p.m. at JPAC, at 153-10 
Jamaica Ave. in Jamaica. 
Tickets cost $20 and the 
show is about 90 minutes 
long.

At the event, which 
celebrates Black History 
Month, audience members 

will be able to participate in 
a performance that will take 
them on a journey through 
the African-American 
experience, from the auc-
tion block 
of slav-
ery to the 
first black 
president in the White 
House. It is choreographed 
and directed by Courtney 
Ffrench.

The audience will wit-
ness dance performances 
that move through the vari-
ous stages of American his-

tory: auction to plantation 
to the Civil War to June-
teeth to Jim Crow to civil 
rights to the inauguration 
of President Barack Obama. 

Participants will 
also be able to view 
a gallery displaying 
historical slave ar-

tifacts.
The performance is 

celebrating its 10th anni-
versary and gives partici-
pants a deeper understand-
ing of and connection to 
this complex component of 
American history.

JPAC to hold Black History performance

Courtney Ffrench cho-
reographed and directed 
“Amazing Grace: from the 
Auction to the White House.” 

Photo courtesy Leroy Comrie

Continued on Page 53

BLACK HISTORY
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* Not responsible for typographical errors.  Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item.  0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers.  See store for details. Prices valid until 12/1/13.

215-03 Horace Harding Expwy.
Bayside, New York

(718) 224-4344

bobcocciasappliance.comBob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

* Not responsible for typographical errors.  Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item.  0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers.  See store for details. Prices valid until 2/17/14.

Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 9AM-7PM,Thurs. 9AM-8PM, 
Sat. 9AM-6PM,

Sun. 11AM-4PMDelivery & Installation Available.Financing For Qualified Buyers.

“SUPERBA SERIES”
FULL CONSOLE BUILT-IN DISHWASHER
• 14 place settings
• ENERGY STAR® qualified model
• 4 cycles • 49 dBA Sound Rating
Limited Quantities

White or Black Styling
KUDS30IXBL/WW

Stainless Styling
KUDS30IXSS

*AFTER REBATE

7.3 CU. FT. KING-SIZE
ELECTRIC DRYER
• 7 drying cycles 
DV361EWBEWR

3.6 CU. FT. FRONT
LOAD WASHER
• 8 cycle high- efficiency 

washer
WF361BVBEWR OPTIONAL PEDESTALS AVAILABLE

CLOSE-OUT
MODEL!

Reg. $798.77
$49877*

SAVE
$300 EA.

“GOLD SERIES”
21.9 CU. FT. 
BOTTOM FREEZER/
REFRIGERATOR
with Factory Installed
ICE-MAKER
• 5 spillproof glass shelves
• ENERGY STAR® 
qualified model
GB2FHDXWS

30” 
SELF-CLEANING
GAS RANGE
• 15,000 BTU 
power burner

JGB285FDETWW
Limited quantities

26.0 CU. FT. SIDE-BY-SIDE
REFRIGERATOR/FREEZER
WITH IN- DOOR DISPENSER
• Available in white or black styling
FFHS2622MW/B

Reg. $1199.77
$89977

YOUR
CHOICE...

SAVE
$300

Reg. $798.77
$59877

YOUR
CHOICE...

EA.

EA.

CHOOSE
THE COLOR

THAT’S 
BEST FOR

YOU!

SAVE
$300

RE-INSTALLATION
OF SELECT

KITCHENAID
DISHWASHERS!
$400 VALUE!

* Via Mail-In Rebate.
To existing plumbing.  Additional charge 

for any plumbing or electrical
work needed.

Reg. $898.77
$59877

Reg. $798.77
$49877

YOUR CHOICE...
BLACK OR WHITE

STYLING!

YOUR CHOICE...
BLACK OR WHITE

STYLING!

STAINLESS
STEEL MODEL!

CLOSE-OUT
MODELS!

CLOSE-OUT
MODELS!

3.6 CU. FT. CAPACITY FRONT LOAD 
STEAM WASHER
• 9 washing cycles • ENERGY STAR® qualified model
WM2650HWA

7.3 CU. FT. CAPACITY 
ELECTRIC STEAM DRYER DLEX2650W

SAVE
$200 EA.

UPGRADE TO STAINLESS 
- JGB285DETSS - $598.77 *AFTER REBATE

* FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS, ON SELECT MODELS
AND BRANDS.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

Reg. $499.77
$29977*
*AFTER REBATE

27”  3.4 CU. FT.
TOP LOAD WASHER
• 8 cycles
• 4 temperatures
• Fabric Sense Wash System
WTW4800XQ
Limited Quantities

CLOSE-OUT
MODEL!

SAVE
$200

HOLIDAY
BUY!

BIG
HOLIDAY
DEALS!

BIG
HOLIDAY
DEALS!
SAVE ON

APPLIANCES
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!SAVE ON
GRILLS!
SAVE ON
GRILLS!

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Mongolian hot pot 
chain that has more than 
600 locations worldwide 
opened a franchise in 
Flushing’s SkyView Center 
at the end of January.

Little Lamb, primarily 
known in China for its hot 
pot dishes and Mongolian 
barbecue, opened its first 
American location in Bos-
ton last year, but owner Hui 
Ming Chen said the Flush-
ing franchise is considered 
the country’s flagship loca-
tion.

“Flushing is a vibrant 
food community,” he said. 
“The U.S. flagship location 
at SkyView Center is an 
incredible opportunity for 
the brand and a key step for 
our U.S. expansion.”

The 136-seat restau-
rant offers customers the 
choice of a variety of broths 
in which to cook shredded 

meats and vegetables. Each 
table at the restaurant was 
installed with a built-in 
heater for the pots of broth 
to sit on.

Customers can also 
choose from a number of 
condiments at the restau-
rant’s sauce station.

The specialty of the 
restaurant is lamb, which 
Chen said he imports from 
Australia, since the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion does not allow meat to 
be brought in from China.

Chefs from the chain’s 
headquarters traveled to 
Flushing to teach Chen’s 
staff how to properly cook 
and prepare the restau-
rant’s dishes.

Chen first moved to the 
United States from China 
30 years ago and has owned 
a number of other Chinese 
restaurants across the 
Northeast, including a Wok 
‘N’ Roll at John F. Kennedy International Airport. He recently spent four 

years farming lamb in 
Mongolia, before settling in 
Flushing a year ago to open 
his new business. Chen 
moved into a penthouse in 
the SkyView Center upon 
his arrival so he could be 
close to the restaurant.

Chen said he figured 
Flushing would be a good 
place to open a Little Lamb 
because of its large Asian 
population.

“There are also a lot 
of tourists in New York, so 
this will be a great place to 
have a flagship,” he said.

There are already at 
least four hot pot restau-
rants in downtown Flush-
ing, but business leaders 
are confident there is room 
for more.

Dian Yu, executive 
director of the Downtown 
Flushing Transit Hub Busi-
ness Improvement District, 
said he thinks Little Lamb 
will do well.

“Asian people love 
to eat hot pot,” he said. 
“They’re definitely in 
the right location at the 
SkyView Center, especially 
with the three-hour free 
parking.”

Little Lamb will join 
a growing list of retailers 
and restaurants that call 
the SkyView Center home, 
including Target, Old Navy, 
Best Buy, Chuck E. Cheese, 
and a specialty Asian super-
market called Sky Foods. 
Nordstrom Rack recently 
announced it will open a 
store in the shopping mall 
in fall 2014.

Chen said he also hopes 
to one day open other Little 
Lamb locations in Brook-
lyn and Philadelphia.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Bus Time is heading 
for Queens bus stops and its 
arrival is imminent.

“We have completed 
boroughwide installations 
in Queens and Brooklyn 
and are currently fine-tun-
ing software,” said a Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority spokesman. “We 
are on schedule to go online 
in the next several weeks.”

Bus Time will enable 
straphangers to find out 
how long a wait they will 
experience until their bus 
arrives. They will also be 
able to determine where 
their bus is at a given time.

“I applaud the MTA for 
using technology to better 
their services for custom-
ers,” said state Assembly-
man Phil Goldfeder (D-
Ozone Park), a supporter 

of Bus Time. “Waiting for 
a bus in Queens should not 
be a guessing game.

“Bringing the Bus 
Time app to Queens will 
encourage ridership and 
improve the overall experi-
ence of public transit by re-
ducing travel uncertainty, 
which often leads to more 
Queens residents depend-
ing on motor vehicles as a 
means for transportation.”

The U.S. census indi-
cates that parts of Queens 
have some of the longest 
commuting times in the 
country, with nearly half 
traveling from the out-
erboroughs, including 
Queens, to their jobs.

The MTA said Geo-
graphic Positioning Sys-
tems have been installed in 
more than 1,000 buses and 
more than 3,300 computer 
databases at bus stops in 

Staten Island, Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and the Bronx as 
well as Queens.

MTA Bus Time uses 
GPS technology hardware 
and wireless communica-
tions technology to track 
the real-time location of 
buses. The innovation lets 
riders use computers, cell-
phones, smartphones or 
other tech devices to deter-
mine when the next bus will 
arrive at their stop, even if 
they are still at home, the 
office, shopping or dining.

MTA Bus Time is 
available using a desktop 
website and a mobile web-
site — which can also be 
used as an accessibility-
friendly, text-only desk-
top website — on iPhones, 
Androids, BlackBerrys or 
other smartphones and by 
using SMS text messaging 
on any mobile phone.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Borough prosecutors 
charged a South Jamaica 
man Tuesday with ambush-
ing a rapper associated with 
50 Cent and his friends last 
month, but authorities said 
a second gunman remained 
on the loose.

The Queens district at-
torney’s office said Jamal 
Scott, 35, was charged with 
murder, attempted murder 
and weapons possession 
for his suspected role in the 
Jan. 3 shooting in Spring-
field Gardens that left one 
person dead and three in-
jured.

“In another unfortu-
nate example of the sense-
less gun violence that seems 
to more and more permeate 
our society, the defendant 
and an unapprehended 
other are accused of fatally 

shooting one victim in the 
chest and wounding three 
others as they sat helpless-
ly inside a non-moving ve-
hicle,” DA Richard Brown 
said. “The defendant’s al-
leged actions were violent 
and ruthless and the charg-
es against him will be vig-
orously prosecuted.”

Authorities said Scott 
and his alleged accomplice 
were waiting near the cor-
ner of 134th Avenue and 

Farmers Boulevard when 
a Nissan Rogue carrying 
Jamal Green, a hip-hop art-
ist who went by the name 
Mazaradi Fox, and four 
others pulled up to the stop 
sign.

The gunmen allegedly 
opened fire on the SUV, fa-
tally striking Green in the 
chest and wounding three 
other passengers, Brown 
said.

Authorities say they have charged a South Jamaica man in the 
killing of Jamal Green (r.), shown with his friend 50 Cent.

Owner Hui Ming Chen discusses the merits of his new restaurant 
behind a bowl of steaming broth. Photo by Alex Robinson

South Jamaica man charged 
in murder of 50 Cent’s friend

Bus Time technology will inform 
boro commuters how long to wait

Little Lamb opens fl agship at SkyView
Mongolian hot pot restaurant starts second American franchise at Flushing shopping center

Continued on Page 47
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Amid the snow and ice here 
in Queens, hearts are popping up 
everywhere.

Whether you’re looking for-
ward to celebrating Valentine’s 
Day or would rather avoid it all to-
gether, it’s hard to resist or escape 
all the tempting red and pink ac-
coutrements that symbolize love 
and romance.

In honor of cupid, many 
Queens artists have been crafting 
creations and selling them online 
or at local flea markets. Using a 
variety of materials and oodles 
of imagination, their collective 
mantra — nothing beats making 
things by hand — resonates with-

in their close-knit community, 
and beyond.

“We’re out there in 
full force,” says St. Al-
bans mom and artist Sha-
ron Boucher, who embel-
lishes almost anything 
she can get her hands on, 

including dazzling hair 
barrettes accented with 

textural details and adorned 
with embroidery, beads, metal-

lic threads and sequins. 
Boucher transforms a vari-

ety of ladies’ accessories as well. 
She will take ordinary-looking 

scarves, hats, wrist-
warmers and cashmere 
gloves, then glam them 
with brocade, silk, velvet 
and lace. For added bling, she 
painstakingly adds rhinestones, 
buttons and trim. Customers who 
visit her Etsy shop, Embellished 
Life, www.embellishedlife.com, 
also love her feminine crocheted 
detachable collars and zippered 
purses.  

As part of the vibrant artist 
community in Queens, Boucher 
has met quite a few artists at lo-
cal craft fairs and online, as well 
as through the Made in Queens 
program at the Queens Museum, 
where a selection of her items 
have been showcased in the gift 
shop. She says she plans on at-
tending events at Queens Council 
on the Arts in the near future.

Even though she has a craft 
room, Boucher says she prefers 
sitting on her bedroom floor when 
she makes stuff, and watching 
old and new detective and sci-fi 
shows. 

“I leave a trail of pins and 
needles all over the place,” she 
said. “I escape bodily injury, 
but the kiddies and hubs pay the 
price.”

Whether it’s through colors, 
textures, patterns, people or mu-
sic, Victoria Petito says she draws 
inspiration from her surround-
ings. When she’s not working at 
her day job or volunteering, the 
Whitestone artisan designs and 
produces exquisite costume jew-
elry, colorful baubles, and fun 
picture frames from her small 
apartment studio. Then she sells 
her custom creations online, from 
her popular Custom Creative 
Etsy, www.customcreative.etsy.
com, shop.

art 
from the heart It’s always Valentine’s 

Day for these Queens 
artists who handcraft 
items for sale on web

and beyond
“We’r
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Sharon Boucher works from her St. Albans home to create women’s accessory pieces embellished with 
beads and sequins, including these mini-floral barrettes. Photos courtesy Sharon Boucher

Continued on Page 40
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #78 Hard #78

W
eek 34

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner and 

the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

WE NOW OFFER

Free Delivery

FEBRUARY SPECIAL
$9.99

(no substitutions, toppings extra)

FOR DELIVERY ONLY

We deliver Tuesday – Sunday, 5pm – 9:30pm
Friday & Saturday: Pizza Only

T H U R S DAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PIZZERIA
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Join us for

Pasta
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli,
Stuffed Shells or Manicotti-

$10.95
Penne Vodka or Meatballs-

$12.95
Combo-Baked ziti, ravioli, lasagna 

and chicken parmigiana-$17.95

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays

Not to be combined any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Appetizers
Lobster Bisque-$5.95

Garden or Caesar Salad-$7.95
Fresh Mozzarella

and Tomato-$8.95
Dozen Baked Clams-$12.50
Mussels-White or Red-$11.95

Stuffed Portobella 
Mushrooms-$8.95

Assorted Antipasto-$9.95

HHHHaapppppy VVVaaallleeennnnttiinnees DDDaaayy!!

Entrees
Chicken-Parmigiana, Pizzaiola,

Marsala, Francese, Rollatini-$15.95
Chicken Anthony-Sauteed chicken 

breast, spinach, roasted peppper and 
fresh mozzarella in a sherry sauce-

$16.95
Veal-Parmigiana, Marsala, Picatta-

$16.95
Veal Mellisa-Breaded veal cutlet 
topped with ricotta and eggplant 

parmigiana-$16.95
Eggplant-Parmigiana, or 

Rollatini-$13.95
Seafood-Shrimp Scampi, Parmigiana, 
Bella, Marinara or Fra Diavolo-$16.95
Shrimp Elegante-Shrimp francese and 
spinach in a butter, lemon and white 

wine sauce over pasta-$18.95
Shrimp DeNiro-Sauteed shrimp with 

mushrooms and fresh mozzarella 
in a marsala wine sauce over 

linguini-$18.95
Sea Bass DiMare-Chilean Sea Bass, 
Shrimp, Clams, Calamari, mussels 

marachiarra-$21.95

Valentine's Dinner $44.95 p/person
Friday, 02/14/14

APPETIZER (choice of)
» Buffalo Mozzarella  
 and Prosciutto
» Baked Clams
» Fried Calamari
» Soup of the Day

PASTA (choice of)
» Lobster Ravioli with  
 Shrimp, Scallops  
 and Crab Meat
» Penne alla Vodka

MAIN COURSE (choice of)
» Surf and Turf  
 (Filet Mignon and  
 Lobster Tail)
» Lamb Osso Buco  
 served with  
 Fettuccini
» Veal Scallopini Ducale 
 (Mushroom, Sun Dried  
 Tomato, Asparagus, Porto  
 Wine Sauce)
» Red Snapper and Shrimp  
 Scampi Combination 
» Salmone alla Italiana

INCLUDES DESSERT, COFFEE OR TEA  
AND GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE

DUCALE RISTORANTE 
(718) 767-4699

 
Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

erson

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

The creators of the Queens 
World Film Festival realize the 
sentiment if you build it, they will 
come appears to work only in the 
movies. 

“As a filmmaker you finish 
your film and think the world is 
going to come knocking at your 
door to see it,” Katha Cato, festival 
co-founder, said. “It doesn’t. It’s a 
noisy, noisy city, and you have to 
make sure you get to them.”

To ensure people know 
about the upcoming fourth an-
nual film festival, organizers Don 
and Katha Cato launched their 
guerilla-marketing street team 
Saturday from the Space Gallery 
in Long Island City. 

About a dozen or so volun-
teers — including New York-based 
directors from Togo, Nigeria and 
Russia — turned up to help plas-
ter posters and leave stacks of 
postcards in businesses from As-
toria to Forest Hills. 

Katha Cato peppered her 
pre-game speech with key selling 

points volunteers should mention 
when asking businesses owners 
and managers if hanging a notice 
in their establishment’s window 
would be OK. 

This year’s festival includes 
127 films shown at four venues be-
tween March 4 and March 9. The 
Catos already have commitments 
from 30 foreign filmmakers that 
they plan to appear at the screen-
ings of their movies and partici-
pate in an audience Q & A session 

afterwards. But the festival also 
includes some homegrown tal-
ent as well in the form of 18 films 
made by Queens directors. The 
biggest bullet point, Katha Cato 
said, was the festival’s return to 
the Museum of the Moving Image 
for its opening night. 

At that first screening, the 
Catos plan to present their Spirit 

of Queens awards to independent 
filmmaker Hal Hartley and to 
Carl Goodman, executive direc-
tor of the museum. 

“We are trying to establish 
this as a world-class film festi-
val,” Katha Cato said. “We want 
to bring the world to Queens. We 
want it to be that if you miss out 
here, you have to go to Manhattan 

to see the film.”
Screenings are organized 

into blocks of features and short 
films and labeled with names 
such as Forgiveness, Mindgames, 
Kvetching and La Familia. 

“Our theme is films from 
around the world and around the 
corner,” said Don Cato. “We like 
the things that push the envelope. 
But we also push for things that 
the audience will like, movies 
that are well told, well done enjoy-
able films.”

The Catos started out volun-
teering for the ill-fated Queens In-
ternational Film Festival, which 
folded in 2009 after financial 
chicanery caught up with that 
event’s organizer. 

Following that low point, the 
Jackson Heights husband-and-
wife team decided to organize 
their own movie festival. 

One of this year’s highlights 
includes the screening of the di-
rector’s cut of “The Act of Killing.” 
This documentary, by American 
director Joshua Oppenheimer, 

Movie makers from around globe descend on borough
Fourth annual Queens World Film Festival kicks off March 4 with international slate of programs

IF YOU GO
Queens World Film Festival

When: March 4 to March 9
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, Nesva Hotel, The Secret 
Theatre, PS69 Queens
Cost: $75/festival pass with 
opening night, $50/festival pass, 
$10/single programs, $6/single 
programs seniors and students
Contact: (718) 429-2579
Website: www.
queensworldfi lmfestival.com

Continued on Page 41

A member of the Queens World Film Festival’s street team shows off this year’s 
poster. Photo courtesy Queens World Film Festival
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

A horrific plane crash, 
which serves as the catalyst 
in Kari Bentley-Quinn’s 
new play, “The Unlikely 
Ascent of Sybil Stevens,” 
happens before the stage 
lights go up at The Secret 
Theatre. 

Actor Sean Williams 
portrays Joe, an EMS, who 
was one of the first people 
to arrive at the crash site. 
He describes the sicken-
ing scene to the audience 
then talks about discover-
ing the sole survivor, Sybil. 
Somehow during the drink 
service, when the plane ex-
ploded and broke into two 
over the Wyoming wilder-
ness, the beverage cart 
pinned Sybil to the back 
of the cabin and saved her 
life.

“If that’s not some-
one trying to tell us some-
thing,” Joe says, “I don’t 
know what is.”

Williams does a fairly 
good job of creating a man 
who is unhappy with ev-
erything in his life and is 
desperate for any sign that 
tells him it’s all right to 
leave his current situation. 

But then those signs 
that fell from the sky might 
not mean a thing. 

To co-opt an overused 
phrase, stuff happens. 

And Bentley-Quinn 
seems interested in ex-
ploring the notion that 
just because something 

extraordinary happens to 
someone that doesn’t neces-
sarily make them extraor-
dinary. Too many people 
attempt to find meaning 
in everything that occurs 
in their lives and in every 

interaction they have with 
others, and Bentley-Quinn 
suggests sometimes, well, 
sometimes stuff just hap-
pens. 

Joe contemplates leav-
ing his wife and children 

and moving to Chicago to 
be with Sybil. He believes 
everything in his life was 
leading up to the day of the 
crash and his finding Sybil 
among the charred bodies 
and broken machinery. 

“Nothing works,” 
he tells Sybil on a visit to 
her home about one year 
after the incident. “Noth-
ing works except the day I 
found you.”

Sybil, however, sees 
the events of that day a lit-
tle more clearly. 

“I think my plane blew 
up on accident,” she tells 
Joe. 

Bentley-Quinn’s piece 
works best when she is 
looking at the aftermath of 
Sybil’s ordeal and the hys-
teria that swells up around 
her survival. People except 
remarkable things from 
this woman who, as one 
character states, “survived 
the unsurvivable.”

Sybil is flawed, just 
like the rest of us, and 
these character defects are 
exposed on national TV as 
part of a gotcha interview 
on a celebrity talk show. 

The play falters a 

When looking for meaning, be ready for nothing
LIC’s Secret Theatre explores what goes on when amazing things happen to regular folk in new play

Samantha Fairfield Walsh (l.) plays Valerie and Jennifer Gordon Thomas portrays Sybil in the “The 
Unlikely Ascent of Sybil Stevens” at the Secret Theatre in LIC. Photo courtesy Kacey Anisa Stamats

IF YOU GO
“The Unlikely Ascent of 
Sybil Stevens”

When: Through Feb. 23
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Continued on Page 41
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from The Bay Terrace!
Happy Valentine’s Day

Welcome to a place fi lled with life, yet removed from the bustle and congestion of the city. A place to see a movie 
with the family, buy your groceries for the week shop for clothes for the kids or that special something for yourself. 
Even mail a package and handle your banking. A place that’s right in the neighborhood, fi lled with merchants who still 
understand that service is more than just a word – it’s everything. A special place to meet with family and friends, to 
have some fun, share a moment, and experience the best that The Bay Terrace Shopping Center has to offer.
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718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO
—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

Celebrate
VALENTINE’S DAY

Appetizer
Cheeses, Prosciutto & Mixed Olives

OR
Stuffed Mushrooms, Fried Calamari, 

& Stuffed Clams

Homemade Pasta
Cheese Ravioli with alfredo sauce

Spinach Ravioli with tomato sauce

Pappardelle with Shrimp & broccoli

Salad
Mixed greens tossed with 

goat cheese, candied walnut
 in a raspberry vinaigrette

Entrées (choice of one)
Chicken Sorrentino 

Branzino Almondina

Prime rib Au Jus with roasted 
potatoes, string beans & carrots

Salmon Marco Polo

Dessert, One Glass of Wine, Coffee, Tea
No coupons accepted.

Call now for reservations.
Open Wednesday–Sunday 4–10 p.m.

$60 
per person

“I love hearts and any-
thing pink or red, so it’s 
like Valentine’s Day every 
day of the year in my shop,” 
Petito said. “However, I 
do tend to add even more 
love-inspired items for the 
holiday and try to add a few 
new items every week. Most 
of what I make is OOAK, or 
one of a kind, so once it’s 
sold you probably won’t see 
it again.” 

And what does she 
think about the artist com-
munity here?

She relishes the fact 
that the borough pulses 
with an international fla-
vor and feel. Pieces from 
around the globe are able to 
inspire her without requir-
ing her to leave her neigh-
borhood, she said. That’s 
not to say, the scene doesn’t 
have some drawbacks. 

“Queens has a bounty 
of talented artists. But 
as far as a community, it 
seems that Long Island 
City and Astoria are the 
hubs of most organized art-
ist activity,” she said. “Out-
side of these areas, it’s hard 
to find other artists to con-
nect with. It’s not that there 
aren’t artists in every part 
of Queens; it’s just that they 
aren’t as connected.”

For Petito, her artistic 
connections come from her 
childhood spent on a farm 
and her life today in the 
city. 

“Now, I’m always want-
ing to try something new,” 
she said. “I’m a student of 
the world, inspired by all 
of my senses. I believe that 
beauty can be found in the 
most unexpected things: 
colors, shapes, scents, tex-
ture, sounds, and spirit all 
have the ability to inspire 
me.”

Pamela Davis spends 
her time shuttling be-
tween her job at a medical 
center in Manhattan and 
her South Richmond Hill 
home’s basement studio. 

“Designing and mak-
ing my jewelry brings calm 
and serenity to my other-
wise busy schedule,” said 
Davis. “I started out just 
making jewelry for myself 
and my grown daughter. 
Friends, family and asso-

ciates noticed our jewelry 
when we wore it, and began 
to make requests.” 

The artist said craft-
ing is her favorite pastime 
but beading is her passion. 

“I love shopping for 
beads and creating new 
designs. I love the colors, 
shapes and different mate-
rials,” she said. “I usually 
think of the season — the 
colors, activity and mood 
associated with it then 
take out a variety of beads 
and findings and try dif-
ferent patterns to create a 
design.”

In honor of Valentine’s 
Day, Davis has created a 
line of heart accents, in-
cluding red glass hearts 
with brushed silver, hearts 
surrounding a Swarovski 
crystal cube and even black 
open heart earrings. She 
sells her items at www.etsy.
com/shop/Daring.

So, what inspires her 
creativity? 

“Life — the fact that I 
awake to see the sun, to ex-
perience good health, have 
a job, can enjoy family and 
friends,” said Davis.

Yolanda Dégraff is 
a talented young artisan 
and graphic design student 
living and working in the 
Rockaways. She says she 
tries to get creating time in 
as the inspiration comes, 
or when the occasion calls 
for it. Her handmade “de-

lights” feature uniquely 
designed greeting cards, 
invitations, note cards, gift 
tags, art prints and more 
— items she sells in her Sil-
ver Cloud Delights shop on 
Etsy, www.etsy.com/shop/
SilverCloudDelights.

“For Valentine’s Day, 
I’m creating special cards 
for couples who want to cel-
ebrate, without all the pink 
and red usually associated 
with the holiday,” she said. 
“I’m also creating some 
fun Valentine cards that 
do feature the pinks and 
reds. This year, I’ve catered 
to those in the DIY market 
too, with hundreds of paper 
hearts.”

Coming from a cre-
ative family, Dégraff says 
she always loved to create 
things. These days, she 
makes cards for her shop 
using a range of back-
ground papers, card stock, 
stamps and embellish-
ments. It takes her about 15 
minutes to an hour to cre-
ate one card.

“If a design doesn’t 
turn out quite the way I’d 
envisioned, I let the mate-
rials lead the way and see 
what becomes of it. If it 
turns out too badly, I drop 
it into my scrap box to be 
remade at another date or 
repurposed into confetti,” 
she said. “The way I see it, 
creative ‘disasters’ always 
have a silver lining.”

Art from the heart
Continued from Page 35

Victoria Petito, from Whitestone, has created new items for 
Valentine’s Day, including these heart-shaped wine glass tags. 

Photo courtesy Victoria Petito
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Across
1. Peter the Great, e.g.
5. Start from scratch
9. Comes before rain or rock
13. City near Lake Tahoe
14. City on the Mohawk
16. Alone
17. "___ Karenina"
18. Moisten, as a turkey
19. Signs, as a contract
20. Hazzard's Rosco P. 
Coltrane, e.g.
23. Blackboard accessory
24. Campbell's metal
25. An end to sex?
28. Erie Canal mule
29. Departed
32. Maine national park
34. United States Marshal, e.g.
36. Court grp.
39. Feel sick
40. Barely beat
41. Highway patrolman, 
often
46. Get by
47. Dance bit
48. Jerk
51. Exist
52. Connections
54. Enigma
56. One of NY's Finest, e.g.
60. Hefty competitor
62. ___-Detoo
63. Cherry centers
64. Famous fiddler
65. Full
66. Family follower
67. Spa treatment
68. AAA offerings
69. Shell alternative

E-XTRACROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
February 14-20, 2014

By Pete Canty

All Levels of Enforcement

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

O P A L D E M O S H A G
R A V E E R U P T L A D E
B R O A D C A S T E I N O N
S A N D A L T I E P O R T

E L I A M U D P I E S
R U N N I N G L A P S E
A P E S E R E T R I E D
C O E D S I T E D Y O G A
E N D O F I D E S W O N

G U I L T Y P L E A S E
P A L E R M O S O I L
A S I A A C T S C E N E S
U S E R M A I N E E V E N T
S A G E S T E E R E R I E
E Y E D E R O S N O D S

Down
1. Outlines
2. Madrid madame
3. Once a year
4. Horse colors
5. Grapefruit variety
6. Itinerary info
7. Gossip
8. Four duos
9. "Yeah, right!"
10. Trusted, with "in"
11. Sort
12. Tres - uno
15. Like some photographs
21. Marketing prefix
22. Ancient Peruvian
26. Half a prison?
27. Buddy
30. Dread
31. Green Day and others, 
e.g.
33. Teen chaser?

34. Destiny
35. Bunches
36. West Point letters
37. Broadway lead
38. "Be well"
42. Modify
43. Skater Harding and 
others
44. Sentence enders
45. Majestic
48. Look up to
49. Candidate lists
50. Smell and sight, e.g.
53. Jack of rhyme
55. Pool measurement
57. "American ___"
58. "The Simpsons" bus 
driver
59. MGM founder Marcus
60. Economic stat
61. Harper or Spike

PRODUCTIONS

“The Unlikely Ascent of 
Sybil Stevens” — New Voices 
Projects presents the world 
premiere of this play about a 
fl ight attendant, who is the sole 
survivor of a plane crash. 
When: Through Feb. 23

Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Twelfth Night” — The Aquila 
Theatre presents Shakespeare’s 
comedy of romance, mystery 

and mistaken identity. 
When: Friday, Feb. 14, 2 pm; 
Saturday, Feb. 15, 2 pm and 8 
pm; and Sunday, Feb. 16, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $49
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

“Hurlyburly” — David Rabe’s 
comedy focuses on four men 
caught up in the hedonistic 
lifestyle of mid-1980s 
Hollywood.

When: Through March 1, 
Tuesday to Saturday at 7 pm, 
Saturday and Sunday at 2 pm
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.
org

“The Uninvited” — This 
supernatural thriller, presented 
by the Parkside Players, centers 
on a charming house in England 
with a dark secret.
When: Through March 1; Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors, 
$10/children
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

“Richard III” — The Queens 
Players infuse a punk sensibility 
into Shakespeare’s drama, 
now set in 1980s punk clubs in 
England. 
When: Feb. 27 to March 15
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Anything Goes” — Theatre by 
the Bay presents Cole Porter’s 
musical-comedy set aboard a 
ocean liner from New York to 
London includes the classic 
songs “You’re the Top,” “I Get a 

bit when Bentley-Quinn 
spends a little too much 
time looking at the loss of 
privacy that our online 
existence of Facebook up-
dates and Twitter feeds 
have developed into. It’s not 
new to suggest technology 
has rendered the minutia 
of life fodder for the web.

But it’s Jennifer Gor-
don Thomas as Sybil, a 
woman in constant physi-
cal pain and now emo-
tional turmoil, who does 

an amazing job of holding 
our attention and earning 
our sympathy. Thomas has 
fleshed out a fully realized 
character, complete with a 
Midwestern drawl. This is 
a woman who just wants 
to drink a couple of beers 
while watching her beloved 
Cubs lose yet again. 

Thomas knows Sybil is 
not an angel and she plays 
her for what she is — a real, 
but flawed woman. 

Yeauxlanda Kay as the 
Oprah-like Tessa MacKen-
zie makes the most of her 
small, but pivotal role as 
the person who attempts 

to knock Sybil off her ped-
estal, even though this sur-
vivor would agree she has 
no business up there in the 
first place. 

As Sybil’s nephew Der-
ek, Jordan Tierney captures 
the sense of a 20-something 
lost soul, who believes his 
future lies in promoting his 
aunt’s unbelievable tale — 
a pursuit he drops when he 
understands what the real 
story is. “Yes, she’s amaz-
ing,” he tells Joe, “but she’s 
also just a person.”

A person who knows 
things sometimes happen 
for no apparent reason. 

Sybil
Continued from Page 38

looks at the men who ran 
the death squads during 
Indonesia’s revolution in 
1965, and their celebrated 
place in the country today. 

The movie is nominated for 
an Academy Award in the 
documentary category this 
year. 

It’s exactly the type of 
movie the Catos want to see 
screened in Queens: one 
that challenges the audi-
ence and gets people talk-

ing. 
“Our goal is really 

to put the borough on the 
map,” said Katha Cato. “If 
you’re an international 
filmmaker, wanting to 
screen your film in Man-
hattan, where do you land 
in New York? Queens.”

Kick Out of You” and “Anything 
Goes.”
When: March 1 to March 16, 
Saturdays at 8 pm (no show 
March 15) and Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

“Nunsense The Mega-
Musical” — In this reboot of the 
original Off-Broadway smash, 
the Little Sisters of Hoboken 
put on a variety show to raise 
money.
When: Saturday, March 8 to 
Sunday, March 16, Friday at 
8 pm, Saturday at 8 pm and 
Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater 
at St. Margaret Parish, 66-05 
79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, 
$12/children 11 and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

AUDITIONS

Astoria Performing Arts 
Center — Equity and non-
Equity performers can audition 
for the APAC’s production of 
the Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musical “Allegro.” Rehearsals 
will take place from March 27 to 
April 30. The performances are 
scheduled for May 1 to May 24. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 15
Where: Astoria Performing Arts 

Center, Good Shepherd United 
Methodist, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Contact: Register online for an 
audition time, www.apacny.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382

St. Andrew Avellino Theatre 
Group — The Andrean 
Players in Flushing has been 
staging high-quality theater 
for half a century. It is now 
recruiting to fi ll various 
positions, including director, 
set-designer, choreographer, 
lighting and sound director. 
There are openings for make-
up, costumes, fund-raising, 
ticketing and refreshments.  
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com, put “support” in 
the subject line. Include contact 
information and how you might 
like to volunteer.

Films
Continued from Page 37
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Special Valentine’s Day Menu

 Star�er (Choose One)
Minestrone Soup
Z House Salad

Ent�ée (Choose One)
Marinated Skirt Steak
Oven Roasted Chicken
Pan Roasted Tuna Teriyaki Filet

 Sides (Choose One)
Sweet Mashed Potatoes
Twice Baked Potato
Asparagus Wrapped with Bacon
Drizzled in Hollandaise Sauce

 Desser�s (Choose One)
Love Affair with Individual Red Velvet Cake
Tuxedo Style Chocolate Covered strawberries
 Dinner comes with one glass of Red or White Wine

Bo� le of
Prosecco $30

$80
Per

Couple

For Her: 

Liquid LIC Martini
Svedka Vodka, Triple Sec, 
Sour Mix,
Splash of Chambord, 
Rimmed with Sugar

For Him: 

Between the 
Sheets
Brandy, White Rum, 
Cointreau,
Fresh Lemon Juice, 
On the Rocks

Specialty 
Drinks $14

at Z NYC Hotel

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

LUNAR NEW YEAR EVENTS

Flushing Town Hall Events
Feb. 16: New Year Dance 
Sampler, demonstrations 
of dance from China, Korea, 
Taiwan and India, at 1 pm, free, 
but tickets are required
Feb. 16: Calligraphy on Silk, 
learn basic calligraphy and 
write New Year’s wishes on 
silk fans, at 3 pm, $10/general, 
$8/members and students, 
includes material
Feb. 23: Live from the 
POEMobile, performances by 
Korean poets with traditional 
music and dance, at 6:30 pm, 
free
Where: 137-35 Northern Blvd.
Contact: (718) 463-7700, ext. 
222

TALK
Abraham Lincoln — Robert 
Costello presents an interactive 
performance of the 16th 
president. He dresses like 
Lincoln, recites speeches from 
the man and interacts with the 
audience. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 22, 2 pm 
to 4 pm
Where: Flushing House, 38-20 
Bowne St., Flushing
Cost: Free, but call to reserve 
a seat
Contact: (718) 762-3198, ext. 

3014

FILM

See It Big! Musicals — The 
Museum of the Moving Image 
turns its attention to movie 
musicals on the big screen. 
When: Through Feb. 28
Where: The Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria
Cost: Screenings free with 
museum admission — $12/
adults, $9/seniors and students, 
$6/children 3 to 12
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

MUSIC

La Voz de Tres — Chilean 
vocalist Natalia Bernal, 

keyboardist Mike Eckroth and 
seven-string guitarist Jason 
Ennis blend the rhythms of 
Latin music with the Great 
American Songbook.
When: Friday, Feb. 14, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/general admission, 
$10/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700, ext. 
222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Gigi D’Alessio — The 
international Italian pop star 
appears with special guest 
Anna Tatangelo.
When: Friday, Feb. 14, 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium at 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $99 - $125
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Christine Andreas and Martin 
Silvestri — Join the masters of 
the romantic ballad, as Andreas 
and Silvestri perform. 
When: Feb. 14, 8 pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall at 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $38 - $59
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Michael Bolton — The Grammy 
Award-winning musician brings 
his roster of hits, including 
“How Am I Supposed to Live 
Without You?” “That’s What 
Love is All About” and “Time, 
Love and Tenderness,” to 
Bayside
When: Feb. 17, at 8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $55-$65
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

DANCE

“The Best of Tango” — An 
evening dedicated to the sultry 
dance sets up shop for eight 
weeks in Sunnyside.
When: Through March 23, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm, 

Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $35/general admission, 
$32/seniors and students, $30/
Fridays only
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the 
Bread and Puppet Theater, has 
been chosen for the Queens 
Museum fi rst solo exhibition. 
The show consists of two large-
scale immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

2013 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
presents 15 new commissions 
that respond to the park’s 
unique waterfront, urban 
environment with conceptual 
and formal artworks that are 
visually compelling, mysterious 
and provocative. 
When:  Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM FOR MORE NEWS
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Whitestone) in-
troduced legislation last 
week that seeks to expand 
U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer’s 
(D-N.Y.) “Avonte’s Law,” 
which will provide track-
ing devices for autistic chil-
dren.

“There is no reason 
that the option for a track-
ing device should not be 
available to parents with 
children whose disabilities 
do not fall under the autism 
spectrum,” Vallone said. “I 
want to create this program 
so that hopefully no parent 
has to deal with this type of 
tragedy ever again.”

Schumer’s legislation 
proposed expanding a U.S. 
Department of Justice pro-
gram that provided GPS 
tracking devices for people 
with Alzheimer’s, to in-
clude children with autism 
as well as other disorders 
in which running away 

from parents and caregiv-
ers is common.

He announced the leg-
islation after Avonte Oqu-
endo’s remains were found 
on the College Point water-
front in January. Avonte 
was an autistic 14-year-old 
boy who vanished from 
his Long Island City school 
in October. Video footage 
showed Avonte running 
through the Riverview 
School’s halls and then 
sprinting out of one of the 
school’s doors, which had 
been left open.

Justice subsequently 
agreed it would provide the 
funding to expand the pro-
gram after Schumer made 
his announcement.

The tracking devices 
would cost $80 to $90 and a 
few dollars a month to oper-
ate, according to Schumer’s 
office. They could be worn 
as wristwatches or anklets 
or clipped onto belt loops or 
shoelaces.

Vallone said he wants 
to expand the program 
even further so it covers all 

disabilities.
“We received so many 

phone calls from parents 
in and outside the district 

about this service,” he said. 
“The cries from the parents 
were, ‘We want this, too.’ 
It’s a great idea for children 
with autism, but I don’t 
think you want to exclude 
children with other dis-
abilities.”

Vallone is also pushing 
for city funding for the pro-
gram, which he estimated 
could cost $10 million using 
Schumer’s estimates.

“That’s not a huge 
number when you’re talk-
ing about the safety of our 
children,” he said. “The 
money to me will have to 
make it happen. You’re 
talking about your children 
and those who are most in 
need.”

According to DOE 
statistics, 124,181 students 
were registered for spe-
cial needs programs in 
the city’s public schools in 
2013. This excluded charter 
schools and was 12 percent 
of the entire public school 
population.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Community Board 
9 Chairman James Coc-
covillo and District Man-
ager Mary Ann Carey an-
nounced they had put their 
differences aside with help 
from the borough presi-
dent’s office during the 
board’s Tuesday meeting.

At the January meet-
ing, Carey said she had con-
tacted her union because 
she thought Coccovillo was 
harassing her following a 
poor performance review.

Coccovillo, who was 
not present at last month’s 
meeting, read a statement 
thanking Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz’s team 
for helping him and Carey 
reach a resolution.

“Mary Ann and I have 
agreed to put all past is-
sues and concerns behind 
us and that it is the CB 9 
community issues and con-
cerns that we are here for,” 
Coccovillo read.

After applause from 
board members, Carey said 
she felt confident that the 

two had worked through 
their problems.

“If I made a statement, 
statements that were inap-
propriate, if I said anything 
that offended the board or 
the chair, I apologize,” she 
said.

Later in the meeting, 
Carey said she wanted to re-
iterate that she was sorry.

“Some of the com-
ments I made were not com-
pletely accurate,” Carey 
said. “Hopefully, that is sat-
isfactory and, if you want 
any more, I will apologize 
more.”

Coccovillo responded, 
saying “longtime coming, 
Mary Ann.”

Katz is expected to at-
tend CB 9’sMarch meeting, 
when the board is sched-
uled to elect new officers.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
This college student 

who grew up in Queens ful-
filled a lifelong quiz-show 
dream when she appeared 
on “Jeopardy!” earlier this 
week.

Who is Laurie Beck-
hoff?

The Hollis Hills native 
shined as she competed on 
the game show’s College 
Championship this week, 
and although she did not 
advance to the next round, 
Beckhoff did the one thing 
she seemed born to do.

“My parents were 
watching it before I was 
born,” she told TimesLedg-
er Newspapers before her 
episode aired Tuesday eve-
ning. “We always watched 

before we’d sit down for din-
ner. It’s kind of something 
I’m just so used to, knowing 
how to play the game.”

Beckhoff, a sophomore 
studying English and po-
litical science at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, said she 

had tried three times to get 
on the show’s Teen Tourna-
ment without success, but 
for her the fourth time was 
a charm.

The Townsend Har-
ris alumna held her own 

Laurie Beckhoff, of Hollis Hills, poses with host Alex Trebec at her tap-
ing of “Jeopardy!” Photo courtesy Jeopardy Productions Inc.

Councilman Paul Vallone (l.) proposed legislation that would expand Avonte’s Law so all disabled 
children would qualify for the program. U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer proposed the original legislation. 

Inset courtesy NYPD

Hollis Hills quiz kid 
makes Jeopardy! debut

CB 9 chair and district manager
say they’ve mended relationship

Expand Avonte’s Law in city: Vallone
Councilman proposes extending voluntary program to cover tracking devices for all disabled students

MELINDA KATZ

Continued on Page 47
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We 

Are The
Commercial

Condo / Co-Op
Experts!

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

SAVE THIS ADSAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or

ROOFING SIDING

Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

•SIGN AND SAVE•SIGN BY FEB. 28th HAVE WORK DONE WHEN YOU WANT!•SIGN AND SAVE•SIGN BY FEB. 28th HAVE WORK DONE WHEN YOU WANT!•

FEBRUARY BLOWOUT SPECIAL!
Valid through February 28th

EXTRA
$200 OFF

Whole House
Siding OR Roofing

NO EXCEPTIONS • NEW ORDERS ONLY 

TL

Showrooms Open 7 Days!FREE in Home
Estimates

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)

N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.

Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

Showrooms Open 7 Days!

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL & FIBERGLASS
DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP 
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

REG.

REG.

ON SALE
$27900

$59900

$149900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
   Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7 '

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

REG. ON SALE
$14900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS
& HOPPERS

$39900

No Min. Req. NO TAX

COUPON

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

ON SALE
$18900

REG.
$39900

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

BOW WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE

ON SALE
$179900

REG.
$289900
FULLY INSTALLED UP TO 96” x 45”

COUPON

COUPON COUPON

COUPON

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

Take

5% off

Take

5% off

Take 5% off these prices above

REG. ON SALE

•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$69900$81500
  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$39900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$58900$63900

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARY

ONLY!

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

Take

10% off

Take

10% off

COUPON

COUPON
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Two years ago James Chen 
was struck by the fact there were 
few Flushing restaurants that of-
fered online ordering services.

Determined to fill this void, 
Chen started FlushingFood.com, 
a website that allows customers 
to order from Flushing’s plethora 
of restaurants from the comfort 
of their own couch.

“It doesn’t cost anything to 
generate new business,” Chen 
said. “The best part of it is that 
it’s free advertising. People will 
find out there are new restau-
rants.”

It costs nothing for restau-
rants to sign up for the service 
and the website handles all credit 
card fees. The only cost the ser-
vice poses for restaurants is a 15 
percent fee for each delivery.

Chen maintains the differ-
ence between his website and 
other online restaurant services, 
like grubhub.com, is that his pro-
vides restaurants with delivery 
drivers. Some restaurants that 
are signed up with FlushingFood.
com and more established web-
sites have told Chen his website 
has generated more business for 
them.

“It’s a different format and 
it’s a niche market here,” Chen 
said.

FlushingFood.com has seven 
drivers who deliver throughout 

Flushing, College Point and some 
parts of Whitestone.

The website has a $10 mini-
mum order on deliveries and cur-
rently has 45 restaurants listed.

FlushingFood.com also pro-
vides restaurants, many of which 
do not have their own websites, 
an online platform to advertise 
on.

Chen said the website has 
also generated business for res-
taurants by helping them tap 

into younger generations.
“Roughly 80 percent of our 

customers are 35 and younger,” 
Chen said. “It’s hard to reach out 
to them in traditional ways, so 
we reach out to them online.”

The website has applications 
for both iPhone and Android 
smartphones.

A large majority of the res-
taurants listed on the website are 
Asian, but there also a few Amer-
ican chains such as Subway and 

Five Guys Burgers and Fries that 
have signed up.

Chen, who has lived in 
Flushing for 20 years and is orig-
inally from Taiwan, operates the 
website out of his printing busi-
ness, GW Printing, in downtown 
Flushing.

The website launched in 
September and has seen an in-
crease in business every month, 
Chen said.

He said he hopes to have 100 

to 150 restaurants signed up for 
the service by the website’s first 
anniversary.

“The restaurants that start-
ed with us are very happy with 
the business generated through 
our website,” Chen said. “It’s 
helping their business signifi-
cantly.”

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

FlushingFood.com reaches younger generations
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Police said they picked 
Scott up Monday morning 
at his job in Midtown Man-
hattan.

The district attorney 
said Scott was waiting to 
be arraigned on one count 
of second-degree murder, 
three counts of second-de-
gree attempted murder and 

four counts of criminal pos-
session of a weapon.

He faces up to 25 years 
to life in prison if convict-
ed, Brown added.

Green, 42, was released 
from prison just two weeks 
before being murdered, 
having served a 2 1/2-year 
sentence for attempted as-
sault. He had previously 
spent four years in prison 
on weapons charges.

After being released, 
he was living with his 

girlfriend at her home just 
down the block from where 
he was gunned down.

Green was best known 
in the music world for his 
ties to South Jamaica na-
tive 50 Cent, aka Curtis 
Jackson, who tweeted about 
his friend’s death.

“Saddened by the 
news of Mazaradi’s tragic 
passing my thoughts and 
prayers go out to his fam-
ily and friends #smsaudio,” 
the rapper tweeted.

Continued from Page 34 

Arrest

against contestants from 
University of California-
Los Angeles and Duke, 
finishing the show’s first 
round in second place.

She told host Alex 
Trebec that an interest in 
the “Harry Potter” book 
series led to studying the 
foundations of fantasy and 
science-fiction through Ar-
thurian legend.

“I really like Gawain,” 
she said, referring to the 
Knight of the Round Table 
who, despite his virtuous 

acts, places self-preserva-
tion above honesty. “He’s a 
complicated character.”

During the Double 
Jeopardy! round, Beckhoff 
was trailing the game’s 
leader when she hit the Dai-
ly Double with the clue, “In 
1922 King Victor Emman-
uel III refused to proclaim 
martial law to stop this 
man’s march on Rome.”

Beckhoff hesitated and 
looked unsure of her an-
swer when she replied with 
the correct answer “Mus-
solini,” earning herself an-
other $1,000.

When it came to the 
Final Jeopardy! category, 
“Social Media,” all three 

contestants knew that the 
most retweeted Tweet of all 
time was from Nov. 6, 2012, 
which began with “four” 
and ended in “more years,” 
and although Beckhoff 
could not close the gap to 
advance to the next round, 
she did come away with a 
$5,000 prize.

She told TimesLedger 
she is not eligible to appear 
on the college tournament 
again, but if she made her 
way onto one of the show’s 
other iterations, she would 
jump at the chance.

“It would be fun to 
eventually be on ‘Celebrity 
Jeopardy!’” she said.

Continued from Page 44 

Jeopardy

some of the machines cost 
upwards of $40,000, and if 
one of them breaks, it could 
be out of service for a month 
while they scramble to fund 
costly repairs.

“It would be a real 
shame if we couldn’t sus-
tain E-Space. I love this 
place,” MacKay said.

Several of the clients, 
who were serving their 
goods to nearly 200 visitors 
at the anniversary party 
Tuesday, agreed.

Christie MacKin-
non, of Manhattan, has 
produced her baked goods 
at the E-Space for seven 
months after investigating 
a half dozen other incuba-
tors.

“This place gave me 
the best feel,” she said while 
serving up her Kickys 
Kitchen brand cupcakes.

Duane Ward, of Brook-
lyn, provided samples of his 
many sauces from toasted 
vanilla cognac barbecue 
sauce to his island hot 

sauce.
“I love the support they 

give entrepreneurs here, 
from the start-up process 
to financial advice,” Ward 
said. “They’re helping me 
upgrade the table condi-
ment game.”

Nicole Townsend, 
of Harlem, produces her 
healthy line of Spoil Me 
Rotten dog biscuits at the 
E-Space.

“I started making 
them for my own dog, but 
my kitchen was too small. 
I started here two years 
ago and now I market the 
biscuits to independent pet 
shops throughout the city.”

Angela Beauman, 
of Deer Park, L.I., has a 
unique story that began 
with a terrible car crash.

“My back was de-
stroyed and I had a pain 
management doctor from 
Argentina. I started mak-
ing cookies called alfajores. 
They eat 6 million of them 
a day in Argentina. I’d give 
him cookies and he’d give 
me a shot and critique the 
cookies,” Beauman said.

Over time she perfect-
ed her recipe and now sells 
her Buenos Angie’s alfa-
jores online and to several 
Manhattan coffee shops.

She found out about 
E-Space from a friend two 
years ago.

 “They go out of their 
way here from a financial 
adviser to business class-
es,” she said. “ They really 
want to help you succeed.”

Continued from Page 5 

Incubator

Angela Beauman offers a spe-
cial Valentines treat of Buenos 
Angie’s alfajores cookies that 
are popular in Argentina. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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Van Bramer said.
State Sen. Mike Gia-

naris (D-Astoria) also took 
part in the meeting with 
the MTA.

“The important issues, 
like a shuttle through the 
tunnel and subsidizing ex-
tended ferry service, fell on 
deaf ears,” he said. “They’re 
the only ones that think a 
marketing campaign will 
make anyone happy.”

The Creek and the 
Cave, at 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
is a bar and restaurant but 
also a comedy club, which 
poses a unique problem for 
Trent.

“I put on 150 shows a 
month and 90 percent of the 
comedians use the subway 
from Manhattan. Many of 
them are canceling their 
dates ahead of the shut-

down,” she said.
Trent was one of sev-

eral business owners who 
were denied entry into the 
meeting with the MTA. 
They stayed outside the 
Midtown office handing out 
fliers that listed some of the 
grievances from business 
owners and residents.

One owner named 
Katinka said “38 percent 
of our business happens 
on weekends. When clients 
come from other neighbor-
hoods, they also frequent 
other small businesses in 
LIC. Any loss of custom-
ers has a compounding 
effect on the health of our 
neighborhood’s small busi-
nesses.”

A retired homeowner 
named Nina said, “As a 
person with a breathing 
problem, I cannot climb the 
staircases necessary to get 
to the trains in Queensboro 
Plaza.”

Dr. Moitri Savard, a 

physician, home and busi-
ness owner and a member 
of Community Board 2, 
added, “The neighborhood 
does not have local access 
to urgent and emergency 
health care. Cutting off the 
neighborhood on weekends 
is bad for our health and for 
our businesses.”

Trent, also the founder 
of the restaurant associa-
tion LIC Eateries, summed 
up the feeling in the com-
munity in saying, “We’ve 
been hooting and holler-
ing for four years now and 
every year the MTA says 
it’s just some crazy per-
son complaining. It’s not a 
crazy person, it’s an entire 
community that is worried 
about its future.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

councilman said the issues 
surrounding Galante not 
only jeopardize his ability 
to lead the library but also 
to advocate for funding.

“I urge you to consider 
the interests of the library 
and its patrons and resign,” 
the letter concluded.

When asked for com-
ment, the library forward-
ed a statement from its 
board of trustees, which 
said Galante, like all other 
employees, is permitted to 
have an outside job.

“Under the circum-
stances, there is no legal 
or common-sense basis for 
him to step aside, and we 
look forward to the organi-
zation moving forward un-
der his leadership to ensure 
the library meets the criti-
cal informational needs 
of the people of Queens,” 
Chairman Gabriel Taussig 
and Jacqueline Arrington, 

chairwoman of the admin-
istrative committee, wrote 
in a joint statement.

Galante was grilled 
for nearly three hours at 
a hearing last week when 
Council members ques-
tioned him about contract-
ing out union jobs, renova-
tions to the central library 
in downtown Jamaica and 
his salary. The library is 
an independent nonprofit 
that receives the bulk of its 
funding from the city.

Galante was elusive 
when asked if he earned 
any income outside of his 
day job.

“Today’s about the 
operations of the library 
but we do not preclude any 
employee from the library 
from having a second job, 
outside income or whatever 
they decide to do on their 
own time,” he told the com-
mittee.

Over the weekend a 
report surfaced saying Gal-
ante earned $287,100 dur-
ing a 22-month period from 
2008-10 as a consultant to 

the Elmont Union Free 
School District in Nassau 
County.

In his letter to Galante, 
Avella said the second job 
raised the question about a 
possible conflict of interest 
and asked about funding 
used to renovate an area of 
the Jamaica library.

During his testimony, 
Galante said no city fund-
ing was used to renovate an 
outdoor deck that a news 
article called his private 
smoking area.

“You indicated during 
your recent testimony be-
fore the City Council hear-
ing on these matters that 
money for this project did 
not come from municipal 
funds,” Avella wrote. “Did 
it come from donations to 
the Queens Library Foun-
dation? If it did, which 
seems likely, were donors to 
the foundation made aware 
that their contributions 
were not going directly to 
services, books or opera-
tions?”

Continued from Page 1 

Galante
dustry — dictates to its ven-
dors what their employees 
should be paid. The Legis-
lature, not the Port Author-
ity, is the appropriate vehi-
cle through which to make 
changes to minimum wage, 
which would appropriately 
affect all workers rather 
than just those from one in-
dustry, Airline for America 
spokeswoman Katie Con-
nell said.

“Airlines negotiate in-
dividually with their con-
tractors to obtain services. 
It would raise antitrust law 
concerns for the airlines to 
share with each other the 
details of their agreement 
or to discuss their plans re-
garding the terms of their 
agreement with contrac-
tors,” Connell said.

Foye closed his letter, 
saying, “I look forward to 
working with all of you in 
bringing the Port Author-
ity’s airports into the 21st 
century.”

Watching all this un-

fold is Hector Figueroa, 
president of Local 32BJ/
SEIU. It was his union’s 
rally and protest march 
against poor working con-
ditions and unfair wages 
that drew more than1,000 
cleaners, Sky Caps and 
security personnel to La-
Guardia on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day.

“Gov. Cuomo and 
Pat Foye are focused on 
finding solutions to these 
problems,” Figueroa said. 
“It gives us hope that this 
process is going to end up 
in the right place, that this 
puts us on the right path.”

The union’s protest 
ended with the arrests of 32 
union leaders, clergy and 
elected officials after civil 
disobedience closed the 
94th Street Bridge approach 
to LaGuardia Airport.

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer was among 
those arrested that after-
noon.

“There’s been tre-
mendous progress. It’s a 
movement now. I’m proud 
I participated, but it was 
the workers that deserve 

credit. They organized and 
demanded their rights to 
a fair wage,” Van Bramer 
said. 

In the aftermath, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo ordered the 
Port Authority to examine 
what could be done to hike 
the airport workers’ pay at 
LaGuardia and Kennedy.

Newark Airport is part 
of the Port Authority but 
not under Foye’s jurisdic-
tion. Newark is overseen by 
the deputy executive direc-
tor, Deborah Gramiccioni, 
who was appointed by New 
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie.

“We are thankful to 
Gov. Cuomo for supporting 
the Port Authority in re-
quiring that airlines raise 
workers out of poverty,” 
Figueroa said. “Cuomo’s 
leadership stands in great 
contrast to what we’re see-
ing in New Jersey with Gov. 
Christie insisting on stand-
ing in the way of progress.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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Shutdowns

“The Regents’ response 
is to recommend delaying 
the teacher evaluation sys-
tem and is yet another in a 
long series of roadblocks to 
a much-needed evaluation 
system which the Regents 
had stalled putting in place 
for years,” he said.

State Education Com-
missioner John King Jr. 
said the rollout of the 

tougher standards had 
been “uneven” and any ma-
jor change would require 
adjustments along the way.

“As challenging as im-
plementation has been, we 
have to remember one im-
portant fact: The old stan-
dards were not adequate,” 
he said.

In Queens, 63.6 percent 
of the class of 2012 gradu-
ated from high school, and 
only 24.5 percent left school 
college-ready, according 
to state Education Depart-

ment data. 
Also this week, the 

education advocacy group 
New Yorkers for Students’ 
Educational Rights sued 
the state seeking more than 
$1 billion in school funding 
it said New York has failed 
to provide students due to 
budget cuts.

The suit claims the 
state failed to adhere to a 
2006 court ruling that said 
city schools were being 
shortchanged by Albany.

Continued from Page 4 

Education

when you come to my of-
fice for a ULURP  applica-
tion or a BSA  application,” 
Katz said of the approvals 
developers seek for cer-
tain projects, “or any type 
of thing that the borough 
president’s office needs to 
opine on, I am going to ask 
certain questions. I’m go-
ing to ask who you’re hir-
ing .... I’m also going to ask 
how you get the folks in and 
out of that establishment.”

 Katz, who has previ-
ously emphasized linking 
transit improvements with 
development, said better 

subway service and high-
speed bus links between 
the planned technology 
campus on Roosevelt Island 
and the borough’s industri-
al zones will be key parts of 
her strategy.

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
decision to extend ferry 
service to the Rockaways, 
she noted, proves a com-
mitment to investing in the 
peninsula.

“We need to get a new 
anchor tenant out there, all 
those developers out there 
in the audience listening,” 
she said. “We need to get 
a new anchor tenant out 
there in the Rockaways 
and Far Rockaway to spur 
economic development and 

retail establishments.”
The borough president 

took time to press the flesh 
with attendees and intro-
duced the members of her 
cabinet heading up differ-
ent initiatives.

When asked how she 
planned to address dwin-
dling health-care options 
in the face of hospital clo-
sures, Katz said she favored 
the model of “pop-ups,” in 
which facilities have emer-
gency rooms that also have 
space for overnight obser-
vation.

“It doesn’t require the 
huge swaths  of land that a 
lot of the larger hospitals 
require,” she said.

Continued from Page 5 
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It took a suspension 

for Christ the Kings’ Adon-
is Delarosa to truly under-
stand what his teammates 
already knew.

“He finally realized 
that nobody in the league 
can guard him,” Royals 
junior guard Travis Atson 
said.

The 6-foot-11 Delarosa 
turned in the most impor-
tant performance of his 
Christ the King career in a 
decisive 67-49 win over vis-
iting Bishop Loughlin in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Class AA boys’ basketball 
Sunday afternoon. The 
Royals center scored 20 of 
his 23 points in the second 
half and grabbed 12 re-
bounds. The win means CK 
can finish no lower than a 
tie for first place.

“Because of the mo-
ment, that was probably 
the best I’ve seen him 
play,” Royals Coach Joe 
Arbitello said.

It was Delarosa’s first 
game back from serving a 
two-game suspension for a 
flagrant foul and ejection 
from the teams’ first meet-
ing, a 76-74 Lions win Jan. 
4. Loughlin star Mike Wil-
liams ended up with two 
staples in the back of his 
head after he was fouled by 
Delarosa.

Delarosa said he 
learned a lot from sitting 
out and watching his team 
beat Holy Cross and lose 
to Archbishop Molloy, a 
squad he previously domi-
nated.

“It was a horrible 
feeling,” he said. “I never 
wanted to see that happen 
again. I know if I was on 
court I would have made a 

difference.”
Delarosa was the 

deciding factor against 
Loughlin in a game at-
tended by South Carolina 
Coach Frank Martin and 
Rutgers head man Eddie 
Jordan. He played with ag-
gression on both sides of 
the floor, scored 14 points 
in the fourth quarter and 
was paramount in a 16-2 
CK run that pushed its lead 
to 57-42 with 2:17 remain-
ing in the game.

Delarosa capped the 
frame with a baseline 
dunk, a yell to the crowd 

and goaltending on the 
other end of the floor. At-
son scored 17 points and 
helped CK get out to a 24-12 
second quarter lead. Rawle 
Atkins added 16 points and 
point guard Andre Walker 
did a superb job spreading 
the ball around.

The Christ the King 
defense kept Loughlin out 
of the lane and forced the  
Lions to settle for quick 
jump shots that didn’t fall. 
Lions stars Khadeen Car-
rington (nine points), Mike 
Williams (two points) and 
Javian Delacruz (11 points) 

combined for just 22 points. 
These were numbers Arbi-
tello even had a hard time 
believing.

“I didn’t think we 
would hold them to under 
10 each,” he said of Wil-
liams and Carrington. “Is 
that factual?”

On the other hand, 
Delarosa left no question 
about who the game’s big-
gest factor was.

“I just knew they 
couldn’t guard me,” Dela-
rosa said.

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Thomas Holley 

learned what it means to 
be a fighter and a leader 
from a relative who em-
bodied both attributes on 
Sept. 11, 2001.

And the Abraham 
Lincoln football defensive 
end continues to draw mo-
tivation to persevere from 
his uncle, Albert Ben-
jamin, a member of the 
city Department of Cor-
rection’s Emergency Re-
sponse Team, who pulled 
one of his co-workers from 
one of the burning World 
Trade Center towers 12 
years ago.

Since 9/11, Benjamin 
has developed debilitating 
health problems and has 
trouble getting around. He 
has been to just one of his 
nephew’s games, but that 
doesn’t keep him from be-
ing a major factor in Hol-
ley’s life.

“He’s been my biggest 
motivation for pushing,” 
Holley said. “He’s been my 
best friend. He looks out 
for me. He is always check-
ing on me, taking care of 
me.”

The Jamaica resident 
 had a moment to reflect on 
all the people who helped 
him to get where he is, 

including his mother, his 
uncle, Scott Benjamin, 
and his grandparents, af-
ter signing his National 
Letter of Intent to play 
football at the University 
of Florida Jan. 5 at Lincoln 
as part of National Sign-
ing Day.

Holley’s mother, Can-
dace Benjamin-Holley, be-
lieves her son has drawn 
strength from her older 
brother’s experiences, ac-
tions and advice that you 
never leave a man behind.

“I think he carries 
that mantra onto the field,” 
Benjamin-Holley said. “He 
is a warrior and he always 
carries his team on his 
back. He’s always lifting 
them up, and I think a lot 
of that comes from him.”

Benjamin isn’t some-
one Holley tells many peo-
ple about. His teammates 
and head Coach Shawn 
O’Connor had never heard 
of the uncle, who was a 
first responder on one of 
the country’s most tragic 
days.

Benjamin, however, 
knows them. He keeps up 
with his nephew’s accom-
plishments as best as he 
can. Holley always updates 
his uncle about personal 
achievements and the 

Football star driven 
by uncle’s 9/11 service

Delarosa powers CK to win
Christ the King scores decisive victory over rival Bishop Loughlin 

Continued on Page 51
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Abraham Lincoln’s Thomas Holley finishes signing his National 
Letter of Intent to the University of Florida alongside his mother, 
Candace Benjamin-Holley. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Christ the King’s Adonis Delarosa heads to the hoop against Loughlin’s Javian Delacruz. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Most coaches say they 
don’t care about reaching 
personal milestones and 
want to keep the focus on 
their teams. Legendary St. 
Francis Prep Coach Tim 
Leary actually proved 
those mottos were true for 
him.

The school celebrated 
his 600th victory at a pre-
game ceremony before the 
Terriers’ 74-61 win against 
rival Holy Cross in CHSAA 
Class AA boys’ basketball 
last Friday night.

More than 50 former 
players along with his fam-

ily, friends and colleagues 
joined a standing-room-
only crowd. Leary was pre-
sented with a commemora-
tive ball and framed jersey 
with the number “600” on 
the back and the number 15 
from his playing days when 
the school was in Brooklyn 
on the front.

But the festivities may 
have come a year or so late.

Leary never publicly 
corrected the school, but he 
hinted afterward he might 
have hit the 600-win bench-
mark prior to this year af-
ter his bio in the league me-
dia guide was not updated 
along the way.

He was correct.
This year’s media 

guide has Leary in his 39th 
season and entering the 
year with 589 wins, accord-
ing to school Athletic Di-

rector Sal Fischetti. Leary 
and New York City basket-
ball guru Tom Konchalski 
confirmed he took over the 
varsity in the 1973–74 sea-
son, making this Leary’s 
41st season.

The correct number 
of Leary’s wins, however, 
remains a mystery after an 
exhaustive investigation, 
but the evidence suggests 

that the 603-victory figure 
the school has him at now 
is incorrect. Leary himself 
said those trying to find the 
answer would never be able 
to tally the exact number.

He won his 500th game 
in 2002-03 and was listed as 
having 566 victories when 
he entered the New York 
State Basketball Hall of 
Fame in 2009. It was a bio 

Leary verified at the time, 
according to Basketball 
Coaches Association of 
New York Executive Direc-
tor Dave Archer. Leary’s 
listed number of seasons in 
the same bio (39) was, how-
ever, wrong.

My research found 
Leary had tallied approxi-
mately 100 wins during a 
review of his time on the 

bench from 2003-13, with a 
whole season unaccounted 
for in 2007-08.

The Terriers tallied 
37 victories since Leary’s 
Hall of Fame induction, 
according to nybasketbal-
larchives.com. That brings 
Leary’s win total to approx-
imately 604 entering this 
year. That number matches 
up with the New York State 
Sportswriters Association 
website’s total, which also 
came into question. St. 
Francis Prep has won 14 
games this season.

Leary just shrugged it 
all off.

“I don’t keep track of 
that stuff,” he said.

Leary leads the league’s 
active coaches in wins and 
is the longest tenured boys’ 
coach in the CHSAA, fol-

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
National Player of the 

Year candidate Doug Mc-
Dermott beat St. John’s 
University with a three-
pointer the first time the 
Red Storm played Creigh-
ton. There would be no re-
peat performance.

The second time 
around the Johnnies 
learned from the past and 
didn’t allow the nation’s 
leading scorer to shoot in 
the final 8:41 of the team’s 
70-65 upset victory over the 
No. 12-ranked Blue Jays in 
Big East men’s basketball 
Sunday night at Madison 
Square Garden.

“They did a great job 
taking me away,” said Mc-
Dermott, who had 25 points. 
“I thought they did a great 
job of switching whenever 
I came off screens. They 
were really disciplined, a 
lot more down the stretch 
there, so you got to give 
them credit.”

D’Angelo Harrison 

scored 19 points and drilled 
a deep trey with 2:09 re-
maining to give St. John’s 
the lead for good at 65-63 en 
route to their third straight 
win and sixth victory out 
of their last seven games. 
This, however, was their 
most impressive win.

“It was one of the [only] 
open shots I had all night. I 
buried it,” Harrison said. 
“The team has a lot of con-
fidence in me. Coach [Steve 
Lavin] does a good job call-
ing your number and he 
called mine tonight, and I 
delivered.”

The Blue Jays (19-4, 9-2) 
started eight of nine from 
the field and jumped out to 
an early 18-11 advantage. 
The Red Storm (15-9, 5-6) 
picked up its defense to hold 
Creighton to just 25 percent 
shooting the rest of the first 
half. This allowed the John-
nies’ offense to pick up and 
take a 40-36 lead going into 
the second half.

Chris Obekpa added 11 
points and six rebounds for 
St. John’s and Grant Gibbs 
had 12 points and 11 boards 
for Creighton. The key to 
this was limiting McDer-
mott, who was guarded by 
Jakaar Sampson. Sampson 
saw the Red Storm’s physi-
cal play as key to its vic-
tory.

“I feel like we’ve been 
physical all through this 
stretch,” Sampson said. 
“That’s one of our strong 
points. We want to be physi-
cal and let people see our 
athleticism.”

Lavin, who picked up 
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Red Storm team on hot streak 
stops Creighton in MSG upset

Coach Leary’s total wins should be tallied
Longtime St. Francis Prep head man may have already reached 600-victory mark last season

St. Francis Prep Coach Tim Leary (c.) receives a basketball and jersey commemorating his 600th win 
from SFP President Brother Leonard Conway. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. Francis Prep wasn’t 

short on motivation and 
didn’t waste any of it.

The Terriers’ league 
finale against rival Holy 
Cross was also Senior 
Night at the Fresh Mead-
ows school, and head Coach 
Tim Leary was honored in 
a pregame ceremony for 
reaching the 600-win pla-
teau. Add to that the fact 
that the Knights beat SFP 
in the first Battle of the 
Boulevard.

“This was a must-win 
game,” senior guard Mi-
chael Fields said.

He and his team de-
livered. St. Francis Prep 
topped Holy Cross 74-61 in 
CHSAA Class A boys’ bas-
ketball last Friday night. 
Fields, Shane Herrity and 
Brian Haggerty each scored 
15 points and Jordan San-
tiago added 14. The play-
ers knew it was too big of a 
night for them and Leary to 
let it end with defeat.

“This whole celebra-
tion would have meant 
nothing if we didn’t win 
that one for him,” said Her-
rity, who was suspended 
when the teams first met.

The victory snaps a 
four-game losing streak, 
including a 62-54 defeat to 
unbeaten Cardinal Hayes. 
It was the seniors’ first win 
over the Knights (10-11, 
8-7) at the varsity level and 
gives the Terriers (14-9, 9-7) 
momentum heading into a 
rematch with Cross in the 
diocesan playoffs Feb. 17 at 
Xaverian.

“When we put it all to-
gether with five guys and 
keep them on the court, we 
can compete as long as we 
rebound,” Leary said.

That is exactly what 
they needed to do to turn 
the tide in this game. SFP 
finally kept Knights center 
Marshall Louis (10 points) 
off the boards late in the 
opening frame. It helped 
spark a 15-2 run over the 
first and second quar-

ters capped by a Haggerty 
three-pointer that put the 
Terriers up 25-18 with 5:25 
left before halftime.

St. Francis Prep led 
by as much as 46-32 in the 
third quarter. Holy Cross 
rallied behind stars Jer-
maine Bishop (18 points) 
and Joshua Wallace (10 
points). Christian Wilson 
added 12.

Bishop hit consecu-
tive three-pointers late in 
the third and his two free 
throws got Cross as close as 
57-50 with 6:35 remaining 
in the game. Knights Coach 
Tom Marchesini said his 
team relies too heavily on 
Bishop and Wallace. Holy 
Cross played its best bas-
ketball in January and 
Marchesini believes shar-
ing the ball was key to that 
success.

“It’s all about ball 
movement,” he said. “When 
we move the ball, we are a 
different team.”

Balanced Terriers take down 
Holy Cross on home court

Continued on Page 52

St. John’s University player 
Rysheed Jordan dribbles past 
Creighton’s Jahenns Manigat. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 52
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Brandon Jackson has 

had a longstanding affinity 
for West Point.

His mother, Morna Da-
vis, is a member of the U.S. 
Army Reserves and spent 
a year serving in Iraq in 
2006. The Holy Cross defen-
sive back grew up watching 
Army play football on tele-
vision and dreamed of one 
day joining them.

“It’s something I al-
ways thought about if I had 
the opportunity to play foot-
ball there,” Jackson said.

That chance was non-
existent as of a few weeks 
ago. Jackson built a great 
relationship with then-
Lafayette defensive coor-
dinator John Loose, but 
Loose left the Leopards to 
join the staff of first-year 
Army Coach Jeff Monken. 
Jackson was left without 
certainty about where he 
would attend college with 
National Signing Day ap-
proaching. Talks with Sa-
cred Heart and Bryant fell 
through.

“It was like I was lost 
and didn’t know which di-
rection I was going to go,” 
Jackson said.

One phone call 
changed that.

Loose, now the Army 
linebacker’s coach, re-

cently got in touch with 
Jackson, asking him if he’d 
be interested in playing at 
West Point. It was a pleas-
ant surprise that Jackson 
couldn’t pass up.

Jackson, who has a 
91 average at Holy Cross, 
committed to Army last 
week and joined Fordham 
Prep running back Malik 
Crossdale in the recruiting 
class.

“I really felt that was a 
coach I wanted to play for,” 
Jackson said. “For him to 
give me an opportunity to 
go to West Point with him, 
I was happy for it.”

He said his mom was 
extremely proud of his deci-
sion, and Jackson believes 
her being in the Army will 
help prepare him for the 
rigors ahead.

“I’m not going into it 
blind,” she said.

The Black Knights are 
getting one of the city’s top 
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Kollyns Scarbrough 

had blood running over 
her right eye and looked 
like she had gotten out of a 
boxing ring or the UFC oc-
tagon instead of the basket-
ball court.

The Christ the King 
senior forward suffered 
a cut on her eyelid after 
taking an elbow late in the 
first quarter of a first-place 
showdown with rival Naz-
areth. Scarbrough’s ability 
to return to the game was 
in question as she entered 
trainer Anton Turkovic’s 
office. CK Coach Bob 
Mackey though she might 
need stitches when he first 
saw the gash and the early 
prognosis didn’t sit well 
with Scarbrough.

“Anton told me I might 
not be able to [play], but af-
ter looking closer he said 
[the cut] isn’t that deep and 
he could help,” she said.

Scarbrough was 
patched up in 15 minutes 
and back in the game ear-
ly in the second quarter. It 
was then that she and the 
Royals delivered a knock-
out punch to Nazareth.

Scarbrough scored 18 
points and was instrumen-
tal in a strong beginning 
of the fourth quarter that 
allowed host CK to secure 
a 64-59 win over the Lady 
Kingsmen in CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens girls’ 

basketball Feb. 6.
“That was big,” Mack-

ey said of his Siena-bound 
forward’s return to the 
court after the eyelid cut. 
“I was really surprised 
she was ready to go.”

The victory clinches 
the Royals’ first regular 
season championship 
since 2010, when they went 
on to win the state Fed-
eration Class AA crown. 
Nazareth had won two of 
the last three regular sea-
son titles and would have 
forced a tiebreaker with a 
win.

“We haven’t had first 
place in a while,” Scar-

brough said. “It’s kind of 
us putting Christ the King 
back out there.”

CK (18-3, 9-0) got back 
in the game after trailing 
35-31 at the half. Sopho-
more guard Sydney Zam-
brotta (12 points) scored 
eight straight points, in-
cluding two three-point-
ers, to spark a 13-2 run that 
put her team up 46-42 with 
1:44 left in the third.

“That turned the 
game around,” Nazareth 
Coach Ron Kelley said.

Christ the King’s 
strong play continued in 
the fourth quarter. Scar-
borough and McDonald’s 

All-American Sierra 
Calhoun (18 points) com-
bined to score nine of CK’s 
first 11 points in the final 
frame to take a 57-51 lead 
with 2:10 remaining in 
the game. Seniors Kristen 
Drogsler and Alyssa Gatti 
also provided key minutes 
defensively.

“I thought Sierra 
played a hell of a game,” 
Mackey said. “She was re-
bounding. She was going 
after every loose ball.”

Nazareth’s All-Ameri-
can guard, Bianca Cuevas, 
scored 18 of her 25 points 
in the first half. Four 
fouls and a strong CK de-
fense limited her after the 
break. None of her team-
mates scored in double fig-
ures, but she still led the 
Lady Kingsmen (18-5, 7-2) 
to within two points of the 
Royals.

Cuevas hit two three-
pointers and fed Sofia 
Roma for a hoop. She made 
just one of four free throws 
down the stretch and Naz 
never got closer than 59-57 
with 48.1 seconds left and 
Calhoun and Scarbrough 
converted their free 
throws.

“We have a lot of se-
nior leadership on our 
team,” Calhoun said. “The 
seniors we have to step up, 
rebound and score in key 
moments. That’s what we 
did.”

Christ the King beats NazarethKnights’ star Jackson
headed to West Point

Holy Cross’ Brandon Jackson 
carries the ball down the field 
last year. Photo by Yinghao Luo

Christ the King’s Kollyns Scarbrough (r.) battles with Nazareth’s 
Jen Fay for the ball. Photo by Ken Maldonado

NYAUTOGIANT.COM

a division of
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$40,597. No sec. dep. Excludes taxes, tags and dealer fees.
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team’s success whenever 
he visits.

“He always keeps up 
with me in the newspa-
pers,” Holley said. “He 
always cuts out the pages 
that I’m in. He’s putting to-

gether a little scrapbook, 
just to show me how proud 
of me he is.”

There is good reason 
to be.

Holley, who never 
played football until trans-
ferring to Lincoln in Co-
ney Island from Christ the 
King as a junior, garnered 
31 scholarship offers from 

some of the top colleges 
in the country after play-
ing just eight games. The 
Under Armour All-Amer-
ican initially committed 
to Penn State in Decem-
ber before de-committing 
in late January and an-
nouncing his plan to head 
to Florida once Nittany Li-
ons head man Bill O’Brien 

became coach of the Hous-
ton Texans.

The 6-foot-4, 300-pound 
Holley is the third-ranked 
player at his position and 
63rd in the nation overall 
by rivals.com. Holley, who 
had 67 tackles and seven 
sacks this season, helped 
lead Lincoln to the Public 
School Athletic League 

City conference football 
city title. He has played 
just 21 football games in 
his career after shifting 
his focus away from bas-
ketball two years ago.

O’Connor believes 
the decision to switch to 
Florida was an easy one 
for Holley because it had 
originally been a choice 

between the Gators and 
Penn State.

Holley, dressed in a 
Florida hat and T-shirt, 
said he was nervous and 
excited at the same time 
for Signing Day.

“I couldn’t sleep last 
night at all,” Holley said. 
“I was just happy. I felt I 
made the right decision.”

9/11
Continued from Page 49 
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playmakers. The 6-foot-1, 
170-pound Jackson, an All-
Queens first team selection 
by  TimesLedger Newspa-
pers , had a senior season 
filled with highlights.

He caught the win-
ning touchdown pass in 
the final seconds victory 
over Mount St. Michael in 
September. Jackson had 
two interceptions and re-
turned one for a touchdown 
against Fordham Prep also 

in September. His biggest 
play was a 65-yard punt re-
turn for a touchdown in the 
fourth quarter in a playoff 
win over St. Francis Prep 
in November.

“He’s a natural on 
kickoff returns and punt 
returns,” Knights Coach 
Tom Pugh said.

The longtime head 
man thought Jackson 
would have further made 
a name for himself as a 
receiver had Holy Cross 
featured a better throwing 
quarterback. He thinks 
Jackson could play that 

position as well at the next 
level if needed.

“He would have put up 
big numbers,” Pugh said.

Jackson is excited to 
get a chance to bring his 
skills to Army. He feels 
more relaxed now that the 
decision is made, and wants 
to focus on getting better as 
a player before heading to 
West Point.

“I have an overall idea 
of what to expect and what 
is going to happen,” Jack-
son said. “But it’s always 
different when you are ac-
tually there.”
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his 200th career win, said 
he never gave up on his 
team despite the 0-5 start 
in the league. The victory 
moves St. John’s within 
two games of third place 

with seven more games to 
play, four of which are at 
home. The Johnnies are 
also back in the hunt for an 
NCAA tournament bid.

“This is a group that 
keeps getting better,” Lavin 
said. “Coming into the sea-
son, I knew we would have 
our struggles. I didn’t think 

we would be 0-5. You get a 
little better each day, and 
you add that up and you 
have wins, breakthrough 
wins like we have had re-
cently.”

None were bigger than 
this one.

Red Storm
Continued from Page 50 

lowing the death of Molloy’s 
Jack Curran last year after 
55 seasons. Christ the King 
Coach Joe Arbitello called 
Leary “the best coach in 
the league.” The Breezy 
Point resident is the fourth 
winningest boys’ coach in 
New York City history.

It is because of all of 
this that his correct num-
ber of wins should matter to 
the school and the CHSAA. 
Leary is part of the basket-
ball history in New York, a 
sport played at the highest 
level in the state. He is one 
of the school’s most revered 
figures next to St. Francis 
Prep football Coach Vince 

O’Connor, who has been at 
it for 60 years. Who knows? 
O’Connor may have a few 
extra wins lying around, 
too.

People don’t coach 
for this long anymore and 
each victory moves Leary 
further up the all-time list. 
That should mean enough 
to get something as sim-
ple as victories and years 
coaching correct.

No matter how many 
wins he has, Leary’s con-
cern has always been de-
manding a first-rate effort 
from his players in order 
to bring out their best and 
make them better people.

“We will be [competi-
tive] in games because we 
play hard,” said Frank 
Fontanetta, Leary’s former 

player and assistant coach 
for the last 22 years. “That’s 
because he will not let them 
not play hard.”

Leary believes in im-
mediate reinforcement. It 
starts with a stern yell that 
gets a player’s attention and 
ends with compassion.

“He’ll scream at you 
and then later talk to you 
calmly,” Terriers senior 
guard Michael Fields said. 
“It’s not that he is yelling at 
you, it’s he expects you to 
play a certain way.”

The school should 
honor Leary’s expectations 
of giving one’s best effort 
by not leaving his wins a 
mystery. Get out the books, 
break out media guides 
and honor your legendary 
coach by righting history.

Leary
Continued from Page 50 

Jackson
Continued from Page 51 
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“We’re going to work 
on it. It’s a complicated 
thing with both the Lunar 
New Year and the Eid holi-
days for the Muslim com-
munity,” he said. “It will 
take some time, but we’re 
committed to getting it 
done.”

The mayor was 
whisked away by his secu-
rity team before the parade 
ended at Queens Crossing, 

where his colleagues spoke 
and gave a framed procla-
mation to the parade’s orga-
nizer, Peter Tu, president of 
the Flushing Chinese Busi-
ness Association.

“This says City Hall 
acknowledges all of your 
hard work to make this day 
happen,” Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Whitestone) 
said. “On behalf of the City 
Council, congratulations 
Peter.”

The parade was the 
result of months of work by 
Tu and the business asso-

ciation, who had met every 
Tuesday evening since the 
fall to organize and plan 
the event.

Speeches were fol-
lowed by Chinese fire-
works, which served as an 
exclamation point on what 
organizers described as 
Flushing’s largest Lunar 
New Year parade yet.

Organizers said they 
hope the city will provide 
the parade with a larger 
route next year, as the pa-
rade has outgrown its cur-
rent one.

tributions.
On the spending side, 

where the threshold for 
detailing expenses is $50, 
Brown has another $42,0000 
in unitemized payments, or 
about 72 percent of his total 
spending.

In comparison, the 

multimillion-dollar may-
oral bids of Bill de Blasio, 
Bill Thompson and Chris-
tine Quinn do not show a 
penny in unitemized con-
tributions.

Alex Camarda, a policy 
director at the good-govern-
ment group Citizens Union, 
said Brown’s book-keeping 
practices raise a number of 
red flags.

“I don’t think most 
voters who give money to 

candidates get involved in 
depth in how they spend it. 
When they give their sup-
port there’s some level of 
trust there,” he said. “The 
pattern of unitemized con-
tributions, coupled with 
the payments to his own 
firm definitely raise ques-
tions about the integrity 
about the spending of the 
committee.”

use this same exception to 
build the new shopping cen-
ter on the site.

“There’s no way this 
thing is legal because what 
they’re basing their whole 
argument on is a document 
that applied to Shea Sta-
dium. It cannot be applied 
to a building that isn’t con-
nected to the building of the 
stadium,” Graziano said.

The project’s develop-
ers, Queens Development 
Group, however, contended 
the use of this exception is 
legal.

“In 1961, the state Leg-
islature acted to allow for 
commerce on this particu-
lar parcel, which is why 

this litigation is a baseless 
and sad attempt to keep a 
transformative neighbor-
hood redevelopment from 
moving forward,” said a 
spokesman for the group. 
“This project will not only 
clean up toxic land, it will 
also create tens of thou-
sands of jobs, and provide 
the surrounding communi-
ties with much needed ame-
nities that will lead to the 
area’s bright future.”

A Manhattan Supreme 
Court judge recently ruled 
in favor of a similar law-
suit concerning New York 
University’s expansion in 
Greenwich Village. Jus-
tice Donna Mills said the 
bulk of the construction of 
NYU’s expansion could not 
go ahead until it received 
permission from the Leg-

islature to build on three 
small pieces of land, which 
had been used as parkland.

They were not mapped 
as parkland on city maps, 
but plaintiffs successfully 
argued that the pieces had 
been used and treated as 
parks by the city and resi-
dents for decades.

Graziano said the law-
suit filed Monday is even 
stronger as the parkland 
at the Willets West develop-
ment is designated as such 
on city maps.

“We feel like we’ve got 
a pretty good shot at this,” 
Graziano said.

The group of plaintiffs 
also included the City Club 
and New York City Park 
Advocates.

he will prevent a vote is 
very shortsighted.”

He added that study af-
ter study showed that chil-
dren with childhood educa-
tion perform demonstrably 
better later in life than 
those who do not receive it.

Dromm’s legislation 
allowing municipal ID 
cards for undocumented 
immigrants received the 
mayor’s endorsement dur-
ing the speech.

“We will protect the 
almost half-million un-
documented New Yorkers, 
whose voices too often go 
unheard,” de Blasio said.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said, 
“For immigrant families 
in New York City whose un-
documented status leaves 
them vulnerable to abuse 
and exploitation by unethi-
cal employers, landlords 
and scam artists, Mayor de 
Blasio’s municipal ID card 
will change lives for the 
better.”

Adrian Bordoni works 
closely with the immigrant 

population as executive di-
rector of Woodside on the 
Move, a grassroots commu-
nity organization.

“Municipal IDs are 
a real game-changer. It 
means undocumented 
residents will be able to 
get bank accounts, leases 
for their apartments, even 
books from the library.”

The mayor offered 
many other policy pro-
nouncements that were 
designed, he said, “to lift 
the floor to offer every New 
Yorker a fair shot. Fight-
ing to end the Tale of Two 
Cities, not just because it’s 
moral and just, but because 
it makes all of our lives dif-
ferent.”

He pledged to preserve 
or construct nearly 200,000 
units of affordable hous-
ing, reform the overuse of 
stop-and-frisk, ease access 
to health care and improve 
education and jobs pro-
grams.

The mayor worked sev-
eral quotes from Fiorello 
LaGuardia into his speech 
and was even introduced 
by Katherine LaGuardia, 
the granddaughter of the 
mayor who guided the city 

through the Great Depres-
sion.

“Mayor LaGuardia 
called for ‘government with 
a soul.’ He saw beyond the 
numbers in a budget, un-
derstood that those num-
bers represented real peo-
ple who were just trying to 
live their lives and asked 
only for a little help and 
that is what we resolve to 
do,” de Blasio said.

“It’s very significant 
that he chose Queens for his 
first speech,” Bordoni said. 
“The past with LaGuardia 
and the present with the 
new mayor, you really felt 
the impact. It’s exciting to 
hear those words after 12 
years of business-speak.”

Borough President 
Melinda Katz was honored 
that he chose to make the 
speech at LaGuardia Com-
munity College.

“With this plan, Mayor 
de Blasio has made it clear 
he will confront the prob-
lems that threaten to make 
our city unaffordable to all 
but the most wealthy few,” 
she said. “The mayor has 
also proven that he doesn’t 
need a GPS to help him find 
our borough.”

ROP

Continued from Page 4 

De Blasio

Continued from Page 29 

Parade

Continued from Page 6 

Brown

Continued from Page 4 

Willets

a walking tour I had orga-
nized of the Pavilion and 
was very impressed with 

his dedication to making 
sure that this iconic struc-
ture is preserved for future 
generations to enjoy. I know 
those efforts will continue 
and I will work diligently 
to fulfill Mr. Doran’s wish 
that the Pavilion never be 

torn down.”
Doran’s family de-

clined to comment before 
the funeral, which will be 
held Friday at 10:30 a.m. 
at St. Gregory the Great 
Church, at 242-20 88 Ave. in 
Bellerose.

Continued from Page 9 

Activist

Point for normal service 
out of that station through-
out the weekend. The bus 
will also make return trips 
in the other direction.

The MTA announced 
its latest plans and dates 
for the upcoming work in 
a news release and also ad-
dressed other routes riders 
can take to avoid the clo-
sures.

“We have timed this 
vital work to minimize im-
pacts to customers, pedes-
trians and vehicular traf-
fic and to avoid dates with 
high-projected ridership,” 
said MTA NYC Transit 
President Carmen Bianco.

The shuttle offers a 
small relief for commuters 
facing shrinking public 
transportation options in 
the Bayside and Auburn-
dale areas, where weekend 
bus service on the Q31 was 
suspended in 2010 during 
the height of the MTA’s fi-

nancial crisis.
With no bus to take rid-

ers to E and F trains at Ja-
maica Station on weekends, 
the Q27 to Flushing-Main 
Street remains one of the 
only routes toward Man-
hattan. The shuttle along 
the No. 7 line will enable 
Bayside and Auburndale 
commuters to avoid search-
ing for an alternative week-
end subway route.

Ortiz said the shuttle 
will run every four to 10 
minutes, depending on the 
time of day, and the ser-
vice will last for the dura-
tion of the train suspen-
sions, which are currently 
planned for certain week-
ends through July with 
more dates to come. For 
weekend service into Man-
hattan, Ortiz said riders 
from northeast Queens can 
also take the free shuttle to 
the nearest open No. 7 train 
station and ride to 74th 
Street-Broadway to trans-
fer to an E, F or R train.

The MTA said it will 
also increase service on 

the N and Q trains out of 
Queensboro Plaza as the 
No. 7 train suspensions in-
crease throughout the year, 
spreading farther west and 
eventually into Manhattan 
as service from Queensboro 
Plaza to Times Square will 
be cut off. Riders taking the 
free shuttle out of Flushing 
can transfer from a No. 7 
train to either the N or Q 
at Queensboro Plaza unless 
otherwise posted, the MTA 
said.

Ortiz said the MTA 
is aware of the effects the 
shutdowns will have on rid-
ers all across the borough, 
while the news release said 
the agency will work hard 
to ensure that this portion 
of a multimillion-dollar 
capital improvement proj-
ect is completed as quickly 
as possible.

“We understand that 
these service disruptions 
are inconvenient to the cus-
tomers who depend on the 
No. 7 train, and we appreci-
ate their patience,” Bianco 
said.

Continued from Page 29 

No. 7

he owned in Staten Island, 
according to DOB records. 

He was forced to pay a $350 
penalty.

In April 2012, Shen and 
his wife were convicted of 
embezzling more than $3 
million in federal funds 
meant for children’s lunch-

es at the couple’s Red Apple 
Child Development Cen-
ter chain, which operates 
around the city, according 
to court documents filed by 
the U.S. attorney in Brook-
lyn .

Continued from Page 32 

Klein
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Bridal fashion
BRIDAL STYLE BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U in Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com
Brides hoping to add a bit of flair to their outfit need to 
look no further than Bridal Styles. Its showroom has an 
unmatched selection of unique headpieces, veils, and jewelry.

SPOSABELLA COUTURE 
69A 7th Ave. in Brooklyn,  (718) 789–8700,  
www.sposabellacouture.com
This full-service bridal shop has just about everything a bride 
needs like veils, headpieces, flower girl dresses, and a wide 
array of designer gowns.

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com
It has a wide selection of designer gowns and shoes. This 
Bay Ridge dress shop will work with any bride, regardless of 
budget, to find the perfect dress.

Catering & venues
ALLEGRIA HOTEL 
80 W Broadway in Long Beach, (516) 889–1300, 
www.allegriahotel.com 
Allegria Horel, is a chic and sophisticated wedding venue 
in Long Beach with breathtaking ocean views. Its great for 
rooftop or beachfront weddings.

BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St. in Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com
This distinctive catering hall is located in the heart of Bay 
Ridge and can accommodate anywhere from 40 to 250 
guests in its two banquet rooms.

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865, 
www.casapepe.com
Casa Pepe, a Mexican and Spanish restaurant that New York 
Magazine describes as an “elegant restaurant, with garden 
dining in fine weather and a fireplace to warm up the gray 
days of winter” is a great place for a wedding or rehearsal.

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 
Giacomo’s offers authentic Italian cuisine prepared by 
its renowned chefs. Its party room, that has a friendly 
atmosphere, is the perfect place for your bridal shower or 
rehearsal dinner. It offers off-premises catering as well. 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 252–4614
Glen Terrae has been serving Brooklyn for over 50 years 
and offers unique catering options at affordable prices 
for wedding banquets and other special occasions. It also 
features a brand new Caribbean menu.

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8200, 
greenhousecafe.com
Greenhouse Cafe offers a blend of traditions and modern 
food trends and is located in the heart of Bay Ridge. It 
has a full-sized bar and three dining rooms which include 
a beautiful atrium and outdoor dining area. It is ready to 
accommodate your boutique wedding, bridal shower, or 
rehearsal dinner. Valet parking is also available. 

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494, 
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com
Il Fornetto is the only restaurant in Sheepshead Bay with a 
waterfront view. Its banquet hall and authentic Italian cuisine 
is the perfect setting for your wedding reception.

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave. in Brooklyn,  (718) 788–0777, 
www.grandprospecthall.com
Grand Prospect Hall offers a wide variety of traditional 
wedding accommodations. It ensures the highest level of 
service to make your special day like a fairy tale.

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave. in Staten Island,  
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
This new and improved Staten Island venue, which was formerly 
the South Shore Country Club, can provide the perfect and elegant 
backdrop for your reception. It has prime dates still available.

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course at  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com
These two historic venues, each situated on a beautiful golf course, 
can provide the perfect backdrop for your wedding reception.

REBAR 
147 Front St. in Brooklyn, (718) 766–9110,  
www.rebarnyc.com
Rebar, located in the heart of DUMBO, is a gastropub that 
promises to give you a unique “Brooklyn style” wedding that 
is truly an unforgettable experience. 

SIRICO’S  
8015-23 13th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net
Sirico’s offers elegantly modern accommodations, with the 
care and service that comes from being family-owned and 
operated business for over 85 years.

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH 
BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd. in Staten Island,  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
The Vanderbilt boasts both a luxurious banquet hall and 
magnificent outdoor oceanfront space. It can provide the 
highest quality of service, regardless of your preference.

VILLA RUSSO 
118-16 101st Ave in Queens, (718) 849–0990,  
www.villarussocatering.com
Celebrate your wedding while experiencing the true radiance of 
this elegant Italian style villa that is nestled in the heart of Queens.

Entertainment
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
(718) 974–3214,  
www.facebook.com/360Entertainment,  
hree60djs@aol.com 
360 Entertainment is a DJ and event-planning company for 
all types of events and affairs. It has monthly discounts so 
follow the company on Facebook.

THE AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716–0556, www.bottledancers.com
The Amazing Bottle Dancers’ thrilling 20-minute program is a 
great addition to your wedding reception. 

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath 
Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com
This full service wedding DJ has combined the latest 
technology in music, lighting, and entertainment to make for 
an unforgettable wedding reception.

Event planning
ERRAND BOY’S EXPRESS 
(888) 418–6616 or (347) 946–9298,  
www.ErrandBoysExpress.com
This full-service event planning company offers 24/7 
assistance with lifestyle management , personal assistant, 
concierge, and errand services. It provides assistance for your 
special event or party.   

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com
Thirteenth Avenue Florist is fully equipped and can make 
your wedding day a memorable occasion. It is located in 
Dyker Heights and offers cutting-edge designs and a variety 
of signature wedding packages. 

FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com
Floral Fantasy is an instructor for Brooklyn’s Botanic Gardens 
and has your entire wedding celebration covered with 
bouquets, floral arrangements, and decorations fitting any 
budget.

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com
This company has proudly been serving the tri-state area for 
over 75 years with service, floral designs for different tastes, 
and budget-friendly wedding and reception packages.

MARINE FLORIST AND 
DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or 
(718) 338–3600, www.marineflorists.com
This 100-year-old family-owned and operated florist has your 
ceremony and reception covered on the day of your wedding

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY LTD. 
89-02 165th St., Ste. B1 in Jamaica, (718) 526–4613, 
www.bennysjewelryllc.com
Benny’s Jewelry, LTD sets the standard in fine diamond watch 
making. Twenty years of creating some of the most unique 
jewelry has given it a unique perspective on the pulse of its 
clientele. 

CHIARIELLO JEWELERS 
1135 Morris Park Ave. in the Bronx, (718) 823–0495, 
www.chiariellojewelers.com
Chiariello Jewelers has been a family owned and operated 
business since 1988. It is a full-service jewelry store and 
offers comprehensive and detailed advice at any time. 

TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305, 
www.tivolijewelers.com
Offering a wide variety of unique brands that cannot be 
found anywhere else, Tivoli Jeweler offers the highest quality 
of product while still remaining affordable.

Limousine services
A-CLASS LIMOUSINE 
(800) 760–7125, www.aclasslimousine.com
New York and New Jersey’s #1 limousine specialist has 
wedding packages to meet your budget. Call for a free price 
quote.

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com
Mila is about providing the best service possible to ensure 
the utmost satisfaction by servicing the tri-state area with 
their selection of luxury and exotic vehicles.

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy. in Wantagh, (516) 221–3040, 
www.rjlimos.com
RJ’s will beat the price of any legitimate competitor by 
offering one of the largest selections of new and exotic cars 
on the East Coast with the utmost professional service,

Photography & video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–0949, 
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
Fantasy Photography has over 30 years experience in the 
Metropolitan area and specializes in photo and video 
services for all types of weddings.

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St. in South Richmond Hill,  
(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  
www.glamourmestudio.com
Glamour Me offers one of the best wedding photo and video 
services in New York. It has packages for any budget, with a 
price and quality money-back guarantee.

JOURDAN LEON PHOTOGRAPHY 
(718) 529–4303, jourdanphotovideo.com
Jourdan Leon Photography specializes in wedding and event 
photography and video. It has been in business for t20 years 
and serves the five boroughs of New York.

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St. in Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320, 
www.onefinedayphotographers.com
This company offers award-winning photography and video 
packages and competitive pricing that can match any budget.

Salons
PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 748–7411,  
www.piloarts.com
This award winning Bay Ridge salon has been serving 
the New York area with exceptional style and service 
for 35 years. It was voted “Top five color salons” in the 
Metropolitan area and has been a choice wedding day-hair-
an- make-up destination.

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (347) 497–5720, 
salonmalave.com 
Salon Malave is owned by master hairstylist Mary K. Berlingeri-
Malave and is home to a special team of experienced and 
dedicated professionals who work tirelessly to pamper and 
indulge their clients. It offers numerous bridal services. 

Services
THE CAMBRIA FAMILY DENTAL 
CENTER 
22802 Linden Blvd. in Queens, (718) 528–8592, 
www.cambriafamilydental.com
Cambria Family Dental Center is dedicated to providing the 
entire family with outstanding preventive and restorative 
dental healthcare. It can give you a perfect smile for your 
big day.

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com
Your smile is Joseph Lichter’s top priority. His entire team is 
dedicated to providing you with the personalized, gentle care 
that you deserve. 

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com
If you teeth have chips, gaps, or just need whitening, Omni 
Dental can solve many issues with minimal visits so your 
smile can be perfect for your wedding day. Call now for a 
free consultation.

Wedding expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com
Bosco’s Wedding Expo puts on bridal shows in the New York 
and Connecticut areas. Visit it’s website to see the remaining 
2013 show dates, and special offers.

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com
Bridal Affair hosts free bridal shows through November 
and across all the boroughs. It features runway shows and 
a variety of vendors. See its website for reservations and 
additional details.

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
Great Bridal Extravaganza knows that your wedding day 
is something special and it wants your help you make your 
dreams come true. Attend a Great Bridal Extravaganza bridal 
show and enter the world of weddings and meet local and 
national bridal professionals like florists, wedding planners, 
caterers, and DJs.

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for purchases made 2/1/14 – 3/31/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form 
of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Energy efficient and fashionable.
Vignette® Modern Roman Shades insulate your windows  
to help keep your home warmer in winter, cooler in summer.  
Intelligent choice. Ask for details.


