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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A 16-year-old Oakland Gar-
dens girl who died in a car crash 
on the Long Island Expressway in 
Flushing early Tuesday morning 
was identified by police as Jenni-
fer Gao.

The 19-year-old driver was 
identified as Jiahao Ling, of Mid-
dletown, N.Y., police said.

The pair were traveling west-
bound in an Audi sedan on the 
expressway when the car hurtled 
off the road, tipped over and ran 
into a tree, according to police.

Gao, who was in the passen-
ger seat, and Ling were uncon-
scious and unresponsive when 
authorities arrived, and both 
were pronounced dead at the site 
of the crash by Emergency Medi-
cal Services, the NYPD said.

The crash totaled the car, 
which was bent in half where it 
hit the tree.

Gao, who attended Benjamin 
Cardozo High School, according 
to her Facebook page, had posted 
a message and photos implying 
she would be going to Kissa Bar, 
a Flushing restaurant and bar, at 
133-42 37th Ave, the night of the 
crash.

The message said she had not 
had gone out in a long time as she 
had a toothache.

Friends took to social me-
dia to express their grief when 
the news of her death spread and 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Students and teachers at PS 
79 in Whitestone gathered last 
week to pay their respects to An-
namarie Tromp, the preschool 
teacher who was killed in a car 
accident in Flushing New Year’s 
Eve.

In an emotional ceremony 
to honor the beloved educator, 
poems and songs were shared by 
those who were close to Tromp, 
who spent 17 years as a teacher 
at the same school, at 147-27 15th 

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

A fence bordering the Long Island Expressway is bent following a crash that took the lives of Jennifer Gao (l.) and 
Jason Lueng. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

PS 79 mourns 
beloved teacher
of pre-K classes

Bayside teen ID’d in LIE crash
Jennifer Gao died in late night accident when car veered off road and into a tree

State Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-
Hollis) and former Queens GOP 
vice-chairman Vince Tabone — 
politicos from the opposite ends 
of the aisle allegedly involved in 
the same corruption scandal — 
are both asking a federal judge to 
delay their trial so as not to inter-
fere with this year’s elections.

The two were arrested last 
year on charges they conspired 
with others to bribe Smith’s way 
into the mayoral race as a Repub-
lican. Both Smith and Tabone 
have asked a judge to postpone 
their June trial as Albany is con-
sidering an early primary this 
year.

See story on Page 4

Ex-GOP vice chair 
asks for trial delay
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Flushing parent was 
furious when her son was 
forbidden by a teacher to 
write an essay about Mal-
colm X for Black History 
Month.

Anjel Minor said her 
son, a fourth-grade student 
at PS 201 at 65-11 155th St., 
came home two weeks ago 
and told her his teacher 
had given the class an as-
signment to write about 
an African-American icon. 
When Minor’s son asked to 
write about Malcolm X, the 
teacher told him he could 
not as he was too violent a 
figure.

“I was extremely up-
set,” she said.

Minor immediately 
contacted the school’s prin-
cipal to voice her shock and 
anger.

“When my child came 
home, there was a different 
look on his face, one that I 
have not seen before. When 
asked what was wrong and 
upon him telling me the oc-
currence that transpired 
in his class, I became out-
raged,” Minor said. “We 

cannot be limited to giving 
a blind eye to the truth of 
our past. This assignment 
was about African-Amer-
ican history and our chil-
dren need to explore the 
good, the bad and the ugly 
to truly understand why we 
are where we are and how 
we got to where we are.”

Minor met with the 
school’s assistant principal 
the Friday after the inci-
dent.

The controversy then 
prompted a meeting the 
following Monday between 
parents, the school’s princi-
pal and a number of elected 
officials, including City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows).

“Malcolm X is a his-
torical figure and a hero 
to many New Yorkers that 
we believe should be cel-
ebrated in our schools,” a 
city Department of Educa-
tion spokesman  said in a 
statement.

A second parent said 
her child, who is in a dif-
ferent PS 201 class from 
Minor’s son, experienced a 
similar incident, according 
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

More than 70 years 
after he entered the U.S. 
Army, James Dikeman has 
finally been awarded the 
medals he earned.

The 94-year-old Little 
Neck resident was honored 
before a group of his fam-
ily and friends Wednes-
day as U.S. Rep. Steve Is-
rael (D-Melville) and City 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) pre-
sented him with a total of 
nine medals, badges and 
buttons Dikeman earned 
during his time spent as an 
infantryman during World 
War II.

The most prestigious 
award of the group was the 
Purple Heart, earned by 
Dikeman during his tour 
in Tunisia, where he fought 
in the Battle of Kasserine 
Pass exactly 70 years ago to 
the day.

When the war ended, 
Dikeman returned to his 
home in Little Neck, found 
a job with the city Parks De-
partment and raised a fam-
ily. And like many other 
WW II veterans, his med-
als were never awarded to 
him.

Israel said he learned 
of Dikeman’s accomplish-
ments last summer when 
he visited the veteran’s 
home in Deepdale Gar-
dens, where Wednesday’s 
ceremony was held, to com-
memorate the 60th anniver-
sary of the complex. While 
he was there, the congress-
man was told of the brav-
ery Dikeman showed dur-

ing his time overseas and 
vowed to secure the medals 
he was owed.

“I heard about this ex-
traordinary American and 
we’re here today to pay a 
very long, overdue debt,” 
Israel said.

He presented Dike-
man with a series of gifts, 
including an American 
flag that Israel ordered to 
be flown over the U.S. Capi-
tol in Dikeman’s honor be-
fore being taken down and 
brought to Queens to give 
to him.

In addition to the Pur-
ple Heart, Dikeman was 
also awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal, the World War 
II Victory Medal, the Army 
Good Conduct Medal, the 
American Defense Service 
Medal, the Combat Infan-
tryman’s Badge, the Sharp-
shooter’s Badge, the World 
War II Honorable Service 
Lapel Button and the Euro-
pean-African-Middle East-

ern Service Medal with two 
bronze service stars.

Weprin thanked Dike-
man for his service and told 
him his military contribu-
tions were a great lesson 
to all generations that will 
come after him.

“We always talk about 
veterans and what they do 
for our country and what 
being free means,” he said. 
“This is an honor. I’m hon-
ored to be here.”

Israel also thanked 
Dikeman for the sacrifices 
he made and for “fighting 
to protect the flag and to de-
fend the Constitution.”

When asked if he want-
ed to deliver any thoughts, 
Dikeman summed up his 
emotions with one word: 
“Wow.”

“It feels very good,” 
he said after the ceremony, 
with his 95-year-old brother 
by his side. “I really appre-
ciate all of this.”

Dikeman was also 

presented with resolutions 
honoring his service, along 
with a framed copy of his 
Army photograph. Before 
the ceremony ended, Israel 
asked the crowd to remem-
ber that the freedoms they 
enjoy today are because of 
people like Dikeman and 
asked that they remember 
him for what he really is: a 
hero.

“These medals are 
owed as a matter of what’s 
right and to remind young-
er generations that every-
thing they have in this 
country they have because 
of him,” Israel said. “I get 
to take part in democracy 
every single day because 
of this guy. That’s a real 
hero.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

A PS 201 parent claims one of the school’s teachers would not let 
her son write an essay about Malcolm X. Photo by Alex Robinson

James Dikeman (c.) was presented with nine medals, including the Purple Heart, for his Army service 
during World War II at a Feb. 19 ceremony in Little Neck. Photo by Kelsey Durham

PS 201 teacher nixed 
Malcolm X: parents

WWII vet receives medals
Little Neck man awarded Purple Heart 70 years after Army service

Continued on Page 46
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
As a high school dropout, 

Raymond Berke never thought 
he would be a cop, let alone an 
author.

The retired detective from 
the 109th Precinct in Flushing 
recently released “6 More Dead,” 
a book that chronicles some of 
Berke’s war stories while he was 
on the force.

“I wrote the stories in the 
book to give the reader a more 
realistic view of police and detec-
tive work,” said Berke. “Televi-
sion detectives get a murder case 
and work on only that case. NYPD 
detectives are always working on 
many different cases at the same 
time and each new day brings 
new cases.”

Berke grew up in Wood-
haven, near Forest Park, and nev-
er considered a career in law en-
forcement when he was younger. 
He dropped out of high school at 
16 and later started working at a 
bank on Wall Street.

He got his GED at the age of 
18, and then attended the John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice 
in Manhattan, hoping to pursue a 
career in law.

Burke entered the police 
force at 1981 after his father had 
him take a civil service test.

He said he immediately fell 
in love with police work once he 
started. His first assignment was 
to the 73rd Precinct in Browns-
ville, Brooklyn, which was known 
for being an area with high levels 
of crime.

“When you get areas like 
that, cops become closer together 
because you have to protect each 
other,” he said.

He was then transferred to 
the 17th Precinct in Manhattan 
in 1987 and then to the 109th, 
which covers Flushing, Whites-
tone, College Point and Bay Ter-
race, in 1993.

Berke’s book chronicles the 
personalities and situations he 
encountered in his 20-year career 
and gives a rare glimpse into the 

often surreal life of a police offi-
cer in New York City.

In many of his cases, Berke 

said he always had the urge to 
know more about what happened 
to people. He would often refuse 
to close cases in order to fully un-
derstand what had occurred.

“You would find out stories 
why someone would take their 
own life and some of those stories 
were amazing. They were sad, 
but interesting,” he said. “I would 
come across these things and 
think nobody is going to believe 
this.”

The book contains many sto-
ries from his career, but is cen-
tered around his largest case: the 
College Point massacre.

The case involved the brutal 
murder of six people in 1995 in a 
College Point apartment and at-
tracted widespread media cov-
erage. Two of the victims were 
15-year-old girls and one was a 
pregnant 17-year-old.

Ana Figueroa was the mas-
sacre’s lone survivor. She man-
aged to escape the apartment to 
get help after the murderers had 
shot her in the face and cut her 

throat. Her testimony helped to 
convict Saul Angulo and Enrique 
Rodriguez in the murders, who 
were later handed life sentences.

Berke said walking into the 
scene of the crime was certainly 
the most harrowing thing he ex-
perienced on the force.

He and his colleagues would 
use humor to deal with some of 
the darkest episodes they would 
encounter.

“You have to find humor in 
things to get past the sadness of it 
all sometimes,” he said.

After the College Point mas-
sacre, Berke was transferred to 
an elite squad at the city Depart-
ment of Investigations in 1996.

He later retired from the 
force in February 2001 and now 
works as a private investigator at 
his own firm, Woodard and Berke 
Investigations.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

Ray Berke poses with his 
son in his police uniform. 

Photo courtesy Berke

Retired 109th detective describes life as a cop in new book
‘6 More Dead’ reveals Raymond Berke’s insight into details of famous College Point massacre case
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
State Sen. Malcolm 

Smith (D-Hollis) and Vince 
Tabone, the former vice 
chairman of the Queens 
Republican Party, are both 
asking that their federal 
corruption trial be delayed 
until later this year, argu-
ing the proceedings could 
possibly coincide with this 
year’s elections.

Smith, who was round-
ed up by the FBI last year 
along with Tabone and 
then-City Councilman Dan 
Halloran on charges they 
conspired to buy the Alba-
ny lawmaker’s way into the 
mayoral race on the GOP 
ticket, asked Westchester 
Federal Judge Kenneth 
Karas to delay the June 
trial until Oct. 14 since the 
state Legislature is consid-
ering moving the primary 
from September to June.

“[A] trial beginning 
in June, July or August, 
even one resulting in a full 
acquittal on all charges, as 
we expect, would unques-
tionably result in prejudi-
cial pre-election publicity 
that would jeopardize Sen-
ator Smith’s right to run 
for public office,” Smith’s 
attorney, Gerald Shargel, 
wrote to the judge earlier 
this month.

Smith is seeking re-
election and already has 
several contenders lined 
up.

Federal prosecutors 
oppose the motion, saying 
the senator is merely spec-
ulating that an election 
could be scheduled around 

the time of his trial.
“Here, Smith does 

not claim that a failure to 
delay the trial will in any 
way impact his ability to 
defend himself,” U.S. Attor-
ney Preet Bharara, of the 
Southern District, wrote. 
“And he cannot — the ba-
sis for his delay is the mere 
possibility that an election 
in which he intends to par-
ticipate may be scheduled 
at some point around the 
trial date.”

In a separate request 
Tabone argued that a trial 
scheduled for June could co-
incide with state primaries, 
which Albany lawmakers 
are considering moving up 
from September.

Such a trial “would 
clearly interfere with the 
conduct and potentially 
the result of both federal 
and state elections in New 
York by unfairly subject-
ing New York Republican 
Party officials and the 
party agenda to scrutiny, 
but not similarly situated 
Democratic Party officials 
and their party agenda,” 
Tabone’s lawyer, Deborah 
Misir, wrote to Karas, a Re-
publican appointed to the 
bench by President George 
W. Bush in 2003.

There are no Repub-
lican state or federal law-
makers from Queens cur-
rently holding office, and 
it does not yet appear any 
GOP candidates will take a 
serious shot at Democratic 
incumbents. There are, 
however, statewide races 
for governor and attorney 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

More than three years 
after contracts were signed 
to outsource plowing of the 
city’s tertiary streets, some 
City Council members say 
they have received com-
plaints this winter claim-
ing that small streets in 
many neighborhoods are 
still not being cleared after 
snowfall.

The city Sanitation De-
partment said the Council 
made the decision to stop 
plowing tertiary streets 
after the last big blizzard 
in 2010, and the city now 
contracts with four private 
companies instead. Those 
four companies — HK Con-
tracting, CSB Contractors, 
Natural Landscape and 
Gaeta — are responsible for 
clearing snow from all 216 
tertiary roads across the 
five boroughs.

Kathy Dawkins, direc-
tor of public information 
for Sanitation, said the city 
decided to outsource some 
streets in order to provide 
a greater overall plowing 
effort.

“Based on City Coun-

cil hearings after the 2010 
snowstorm, it was deter-
mined by the City Council 
that the department would 
establish tertiary contracts 
to complement Sanitation’s 
snow clearing capabilities,” 
she said.

But some city dwell-
ers say the efforts by the 
contracting companies this 
season have been less than 
successful.

Residents on Shore 
Road in Douglaston and 
6th Avenue in College Point 
have complained about un-

plowed streets after some of 
the recent snowstorms.

A spokesman for the 
office of Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) said 
about 35 percent of calls 
into the office complaining 
about snow removal this 
season have been about ter-
tiary streets, which the city 
categorizes as “not heavily 
trafficked and include dead 
ends,” according to Dawk-
ins.

Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) has reached 
out to the mayor’s office and 

the Sanitation Department 
about snow from tertiary 
streets being plowed into 
the driveway of the EMS 
department and blocking 
access, a spokesman said.

Dawkins said the 
third-party contractors are 
only called in to plow the 
tertiary streets if snow to-
tals reach 6 inches or more. 
Once called, the companies 
have eight hours to respond 
with equipment and Sanita-
tion may follow up on how 
much plowing has been 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The Luzerne County 
coroner’s office in Pennsyl-
vania ruled the death of Ba-
ruch College student Chun 
Michael Deng, 19, a homi-
cide last week in a case that 
recalls a similar incident 
involving the death of a 
Flushing student several 
years ago.

The circumstances of 
Deng’s death were eerily 
similar to those of Arman 
Partamian, a 19-year-old 
Flushing student who died 
of alcohol poisoning in 2009 
after he went to a pledge 
event while attending 
SUNY Geneseo.

In that case, members 
of the fraternity-like orga-

nization, known as “PIGS” 
or “Orange Knights,” were 
convicted of criminally 
negligent homicide in his 
death.

Deng died two months 
ago in a fraternity hazing 
incident at a house in the 
Pocono Mountains after 
more than 20 fraternity 
members traveled there 
for the weekend,  accord-
ing to an affidavit seeking 
a search warrant issued by 
the Pocono Mountain Re-
gional Police.

The Oakland Gardens 
student was one of four Pi 
Delta Psi pledges who par-
ticipated in a hazing ritual 
called the “glass ceiling,” in 
which he carried 20 pounds 
of sand in a back pack and 

tried to get from one side 
of a backyard to another 
while other frat members 
physically attempted to 
stop him, the affidavit  said.

The fraternity broth-
ers Googled Deng’s symp-
toms, changed his clothes 
and then drove him to the 
hospital, where he arrived 
at 6:42 a.m., the documents 
said. He was pronounced 
dead Dec. 9 of what the 
Monroe County district at-
torney described as “major 
brain trauma.”

 A spokeswoman for 
the Luzerne County Coro-
ner’s office said last week 
that Deng died at a Wilkes-
Barre, Pa., hospital Dec. 9 
as a result of head trauma 
he suffered a day earlier.

The Monroe County 
DA and Pocono Mountain 
Regional Police Depart-
ment did not respond to 

Chun Michael Deng attend-
ed Baruch College before he 
died in a hazing accident in 
December.

City plows make their rounds through Sunnyside. The Department of Sanitation now outsources plow-
ing of tertiary streets to third-party contractors, leading to complaints this winter that streets are 
not being cleared properly. Photo by Bill Parry

Vince Tabone, former vice-chairman of the Queens Republican 
Party, is asking that his federal corruption trial be delayed so as 
not to hinder the GOP’s election efforts this year.

Deng death similar to Flushing case

Small streets left unplowed
Residents complain about private companies hired by Sanitation

Smith, Tabone ask 
to have trial delayed

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 9
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
revealed his Vision Zero 
Action Plan earlier this 
week, which seeks to elimi-
nate pedestrian deaths 
through 63 initiatives, in-
cluding lowering the city-
wide speed limit from 30 
mph to 35 mph.

“Reducing the city-
wide speed limit has re-
ceived tremendous support 
already in the City Council, 
and we believe it’s the most 
holistic way to approach 
the problem with our part-
ners in Albany,” de Blasio 
said at an afternoon news 
conference Tuesday.

The likelihood of a pe-
destrian surviving a crash 
is greatly increased when 
a vehicle is driving slower 
than 30 mph, said the may-
or, who will be looking for 
a home-rule message from 
Albany to allow the city to 
make the change.

“The default speed 

limits on streets filled with 
pedestrians shouldn’t be at 
a level that could be fatal 
to pedestrians,” he said. 
“They have to be at a level 
that will give the maxi-
mum chance of saving pe-
destrian lives.”

De Blasio visited 
Queens about a month ago 
when he stood with the 
family of an 8-year-old boy 
who was fatally struck by a 
tractor trailer in Woodside 
to announce the interagen-
cy group — composed of the 
city Police, Transportation 
and Health departments 
and the city Taxi & Limou-
sine Commission — tasked 
with drafting the blueprint 
for his Vision Zero plan.

In addition to lower-
ing the city’s speed limit, 
the plan proposes creating 
a Vision Zero task force in 
the mayor’s Office of Op-
erations, increasing the 
size of the NYPD’s highway 
unit, expanding its Colli-
sion Investigation Squad 

and increasing penalties on 
unsafe TLC drivers.

The DOT is also look-
ing at a broad overhaul of 
the five boroughs’ road-
ways, including the cre-

ation of 25 arterial slow 
zones.

“As many of you know, 
these broad and busy 
streets, they were originally 
designed for the fast move-

ment of cars and trucks, 
not for safe pedestrian and 
cyclist movement, and they 
present a great safety chal-
lenge throughout the city,” 
DOT Commissioner Polly 

Trottenberg said.
Proposals specific to 

Queens were not immedi-
ately available, but Trotten-
berg did cite improvements 
made to the intersection of 
Jackson Avenue and 11th 
Street near the Pulaski 
Bridge as an example of 
how effective the city’s safe-
ty measures can be.

“This made it easier 
for pedestrians to navigate. 
Injuries dropped a stagger-
ing 63 percent in just three 
years, thanks to those rede-
signs,” she said. “So as the 
mayor says, we do know 
how to do this. We need to 
take the good work we’re 
doing and take it citywide.”

De Blasio called the 
agenda a “living, breathing 
plan” open to adjustment 
and said he hopes the con-
versation about pedestrian 
safety will encourage mo-
torists and pedestrians 
alike to pay more attention 
when on the roadways.

BY BILL PARRY
 
The FBI has launched 

a crackdown aimed at 
those who point lasers at 
aircraft.

Incidents around La-
Guardia and John F. Ken-
nedy International air-
ports were up 39 percent in 
2013 from the previous year 
with a total of 99 events, ac-
cording to the bureau.

Many of the New York 
laser incidents have injured 
pilots and their crews. The 
latest was reported Dec. 
26 by a JetBlue pilot on ap-
proach to JFK. The pilot 
experienced blurry vision 
for more than a week after 
being temporarily blinded 
by a laser. The FBI reports 
that there were seven in-

cidents in the last week of 
2013 alone.

“Laser incidents are 
often viewed as harmless 
acts; this couldn’t be fur-
ther from the truth,” As-
sistant Director in Charge 
George Venizelos said. “A 
laser pointed at a plane’s 
cockpit could blind a pilot 
and down an aircraft.”

To combat the danger-
ous rise, the FBI is offer-
ing $10,000 for information 
leading to the arrest of any 
individual who aims a laser 
at an aircraft. The program 
was launched in 12 cities 
where the problem is most 
prevalent, including New 
York, for a two-month pe-
riod.

“Aiming a laser point-
er at an aircraft is a serious 

matter and a violation of 
federal law,” Ron Hasko, as-
sistant director of the FBI’s 
Criminal Investigative Di-
vision, said. “It is impor-
tant that people understand 
that this is a criminal act 
with potentially deadly re-
percussions.”

The bureau says that 
when aimed at an airplane 
from the ground, the pow-
erful beam of light from a 
handheld laser can travel 
more than a mile and il-
luminate a cockpit, dis-
orienting and temporar-
ily blinding pilots. Those 
who experienced an attack 
have described them as 
the equivalent of a camera 
flash going off in a pitch-
black car at night.

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Two state lawmakers 

from Queens had mixed 
reactions this week to news 
of Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
initiative that would allow 
inmates to earn a college 
degree while serving their 
prison sentences.

The proposal, an-
nounced Feb. 16, would use 
state dollars to fund college 
classes in 10 prisons across 
New York, one in each ma-
jor region, the governor’s 
office said.

The initiative is de-
signed to encourage a lower 
risk of returning to crime 
and prison, which Cuomo’s 
office said happens 40 per-
cent of the time in New 
York state after an inmate 

is released.
Under the new initia-

tive, inmates could earn ei-
ther an associate or a bach-

elor’s degree that would 
take anywhere between 2 
1/2 to three years to com-

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo recently announced an initiative to 
use state money to provide a free college education for state pris-
on inmates in an effort to reduce their risk of reoffending once re-
leased. AP Photo/Mike Groll

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces the release of his Vision Zero action plan. 
Rob Bennett for the Office of Mayor Bill de Blasio

Cuomo asks state to fund 
college for prison inmates

FBI launches new plan to halt 
laser strikes at Queens airports

De Blas wants to lower city speed limit
Mayor’s Vision Zero plan proposes 25 mph standard as part of strategy to cut pedestrian deaths

Continued on Page 32

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A dozen people watched 
the white van back into Ru-
fus King Park in Jamaica, 
some with black trash bags 
in hand, others leaning on 
grocery carts.

As River Fund staff 
began unloading boxes of 
hams and chickens on a 
table, the people who were 
lined up Tuesday morning 
peppered them with ques-
tions:

“Can you help me find 
housing? My father died 
and he chipped in for rent.”

“Can my daughter re-
apply for food stamps?”

Normally, the River 
Fund, a Richmond Hill 
nonprofit dedicated to help-
ing those living in or near 
poverty, unpacks boxes 
from its mobile food pantry 
across several tables, al-
lowing people to select pro-
duce, bread, yogurt, meats 
and starches.

The ice lining the 
park Tuesday morning pre-
vented such an operation. 
Instead, Shirley Rice, chief 
operating officer at River 
Fund, noted clients’ names 
and household sizes and 
Parker Sarabjeet and David 
Emanuel passed them plas-
tic bags stuffed with rice, 
pasta, cabbage, milk, apple-
sauce, carrots, spinach, 
soup and a ham or chicken.

“It’s very helpful, ex-
cellent,” said Pearl Lorm-
estil, who has taken to help-
ing distribute food with 
River Fund after picking 
up groceries from the mo-
bile pantry for eight years. 
“I’m a cardiac patient. I 
can’t stand too long. Here 
it’s quick.”

In spring 2012, the 
River Fund became the 
first government-certified 
mobile food pantry in the 
state.

Swami Durga Das, 
executive director of the 
River Fund, said the por-
table program grew out 
of his joining a friend in 
giving out sandwiches in 
Rufus King about 17 years 
ago. Gradually, the two be-

gan serving cooked food 
and soliciting volunteers. 
Das said he realized the re-
cipients needed more long-
term solutions and sought 
to bring groceries.

For years, the River 
Fund stocked the van with 
food that was donated or 
emergency supplies it was 
given from the city and 
state through the govern-
ment-certified program it 
operates out of its 89-11 Lef-
ferts Blvd. headquarters.

Getting the city De-
partment of Health to certi-
fy the mobile program gave 
River Fund access to more 
resources. Currently, River 
Fund gets food donations 
from private companies 
and a few farms as well as 
resources from the govern-
ment.

“It took about a year 
because they really weren’t 
sure. They had never had 
anyone do it,” Das said of 
city Health Department 
staff. “We were the first. In 
the city, state and, I think, 
the nation.”

Within six months, the 
van was driving to Coney 
Island, where it partnered 
with a church whose food 
distribution program was 
disrupted by Sandy. The 
route grew to include about 
20 sites in Brooklyn and the 
Rockaways, but has since 

been scaled back, Das said.
Between the truck’s bi-

weekly stops in Rufus King 
Park, where an average of 
250 people line up to receive 
food, and in Brooklyn, Das 
said River Fund hands out 
between 4,000 and 6,000 
pounds of food weekly.

Das said the organiza-
tion, which helps clients 
access 44 types of benefits 
from phones to vitamins, 
has counted twice as many 
clients in need of food since 
cuts to the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram took effect this No-
vember.

The federal govern-
ment has since approved 
$8.55 billion worth of cuts 
in funding over the next 
decade to SNAP, often col-
loquially referred to as food 
stamps.

The looming cuts have 
Queens residents like Carl 
Bryant, 64, concerned.

“Whatever I get I use,” 
said Bryant, who relies on 
Social Security disability 
benefits to pay his bills and 
help his sister, who is ill 
and has limited mobility, 
support two grandchildren. 
“They’re always cutting 
something.”

Das said River Fund 
is bracing for the impact as 
well.

“It’s always in the back 
of my mind that we won’t 
have enough,” he said. 
“We’re talking some 20,000 
pounds of food that come in 
and out every week.”

Paul Angrea (l.) picks up food from Parker Sarabjeet (c.) and David 
Emanuel, who help run the mobile food pantry for River Fund. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Richmond Hill fund runs
fi rst mobile food pantry  

By now, you’ve heard all about the Affordable Care Act. 
Maybe you’re not sure what to do. Call MetroPlus today 
and we can answer all your questions. We can help you 
keep the coverage you have now or talk to you about an 
affordable new plan that’s just right for you. Join one of the 

top-ranked health plans in NYC for almost 10 years.*

The plan of choice for 
nearly half a million 

New Yorkers.

*Based on indicators chosen by the New York State Department of Health and published in its publication  
A Consumer’s Guide to Medicaid Managed Care in NYC 2003-2012. 

WHAT’S YOUR PLAN?
Choose Quality. Choose Affordability. Choose MetroPlus.

Call 1.855.809.4073
M E T R O P L U S . O R G

HUNGER IN 
QUEENS
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for purchases made 2/1/14 – 3/31/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form 
of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Energy efficient and fashionable.
Vignette® Modern Roman Shades insulate your windows  
to help keep your home warmer in winter, cooler in summer.  
Intelligent choice. Ask for details.
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

NEW HYDE PARK — Police were seeking the public’s 
help in locating a missing teenager last seen leaving a hospi-
tal in Nassau County.

Arron Gouede, 17, was last seen around 9:20 a.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 16, leaving Long Island Jewish Hospital, at 270-05 
75th Ave. in New Hyde Park, according to police.

He is described as 5-foot-9 and weighing approximately 
190 pounds with black hair and brown eyes. The teen was 
last seen in a blue jacket, blue jeans, brown boots and black 
glasses, police said.

COLLEGE POINT — An unidentified man was found dead on the College Point 
shoreline Tuesday afternoon, police said.

The body was found on the northwest shore of MacNeil Park, which sits north of Pop-
penhusen Avenue.

A Police Department spokesman said they believed the man was homeless.
No crime was suspected in his death initially, but the investigation was ongoing, 

police said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Residents survive blaze at Little Neck home: FDNY

Cops search for missing teenager, 17, from LIJ

Dead body found on College Pt. shore: NYPD

Authorities investigate in McNeil Park, where the body of a man was found. 
Photo by Alex Robinson

LITTLE NECK — Residents of a two-story home escaped injury during a house fire 
in Little Neck Wednesday, according to the FDNY.

Firefighters responded to a house, at 245-19 60th Ave., just before 2:30 p.m. and worked 
for about 30 minutes before the blaze was under control, FDNY said.

No injuries were reported in the fire and the cause was still being investigated.

ARRON GOUEDE
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Borough President Me-

linda Katz delivered a list 
of recommendations to the 
Queens Library’s board of 
trustees in response to the 
ever-growing controversy 
 enveloping library Presi-
dent Thomas Galante over 
executive compensation.

Katz, who will appoint 
half of the library’s trust-
ees , wrote a letter earlier 
this week to board Chair-
man Gabriel Taussig listing 
her recommendations after 
a series of news articles re-
vealed Galante receives a 
$392,000 annual salary and 
a sports car, made ques-
tionable renovations to the 
central library in Jamaica 
and earned  more than 
$280,000 in outside income 
over a two-year period as 
a consultant to a Long Is-
land school district — all 
at a time when the library 
outsourced union custodial 
jobs to low-paying contrac-
tors.

“As you know, the re-
cent articles detailing the 
executive director’s salary, 
benefits, perks and build-
out of his executive office 
space have turned my atten-
tion toward looking deeper 
into the operation of the in-
stitution,” Katz wrote.

The borough presi-
dent asked that at its Feb. 
20 meeting the board set a 
fixed term of employment 
for Galante and hire an out-
side consultant to review 
the library’s executive com-
pensation.

Katz also said she 
would like the board to 
“appropriately limit” the 
type and extent of outside 
employment the library’s 
executive director and key 
personnel can engage in.

The board’s chairman 
said the trustees have held 
a special meeting to dis-
cuss the issues and planned 
to take action at their next 
meeting.

“Queens Library fully 
supports transparency 
and accountability,” Taus-
sig said in a statement. “It 
is the best way to preserve 
the tremendous value the 
library provides to the 
community and to serve 
their  best interests and to 
preserve the bond of trust 
the library has with our 
stakeholders.”

The library is a non-
profit that receives the 
bulk of its funding from 
taxpayer dollars, and Gal-

ante has been under fire 
ever since his large salary 
was revealed.

At an oversight hear-
ing before the City Coun-
cil earlier this month, the 
library executive testified 
that his executive compen-
sation was set when he was 
hired in 2005 based on a 
comparison to the earnings 
of the heads at 30 other edu-
cational, arts and cultural 
institutions in the city.

He was, however, elu-
sive when it came to dis-
closing whether or not he 
earned any outside income 
— saying only that the li-
brary does not prohibit any 
employee from holding a 
second job — and visibly 
ruffled the feathers of some 
of the lawmakers the li-
brary relies on for funding.

Last week, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
called on Galante to step 
down, but the library’s 

board of directors released 
a statement in support of 
the embattled executive.

Katz also said she 
would like to see the board 
comply with a set of non-
profit best practices the 
state signed into law tak-
ing effect this July that 
will require the library to 
create an audit and a labor 
relations committee and re-
quire financial disclosures 
from key employees.

“Faith must be re-
stored in our library sys-
tem and the board of trust-
ees must act swiftly to do 
its part to restore the trust 
that has been lost before 
any more damage is done 
to an institution that has 
given the city so much,” the 
borough president wrote.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BREAKING NEWS

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A group of women with 
limited English-speaking 
skills and a nonprofit that 
often works with immi-
grant clients are claim-
ing in a federal lawsuit 
that police routinely fail 
to help abuse victims be-
cause of language barriers, 
a suit that brings to mind 
the murder of a Guatema-
lan woman found fatally 
stabbed in her Jamaica 
apartment with her young 
daughters. 

Relatives believe De-
isy Garcia was a victim 
of domestic violence at 
the hands of her husband, 
Miguel Mejia-Ramos, who 
was charged in her killing 
as well as their daughters’ 
deaths by the Queens dis-
trict attorney.

Deisy Garcia alleg-
edly reported the abuse to 
police, but the documents 
were not translated from 
her native tongue of Span-
ish to English, the New 
York Post reported.

“The pattern is that 
the NYPD has policies on 
paper that everyone should 
get an interpreter, but in 
the real world they don’t 
follow their own policies,” 
said Edward Josephson, 
who is representing six 
women and the Violence In-
tervention Program in the 
civil suit filed with federal 
court in Brooklyn.

A spokesman for the 
city’s Law Department said 
in a statement that more 
than 1,200 officers are cer-

tified to act as translators 
for the NYPD.

“The NYPD has more 
foreign language speaking 
officers than any police 
department in the coun-
try, including thousands of 
Spanish-speaking officers. 
In addition, the city has em-
ployed Language Line since 
the early 1990s to assist in 
interpretation services, ini-
tially for 911 and later for 
additional situations. The 
most commonly requested 
languages are Spanish and 
Mandarin,” the Law De-
partment said. “Also, the 
NYPD has a corps of 19,000 
members of the service 
who can provide interpre-
tation services in over 70 
languages. The department 
works with Berlitz and Ge-
neva language experts to 
test and certify officers’ 
language proficiency.”

The NYPD did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment as of press time.

The lawsuit was first 
filed in January 2013, and 
the city moved to dismiss 
the case in November on 
grounds that discrimina-
tion based on language is 
not the same thing as dis-
crimination because of na-
tional origin.

Josephson said a rul-
ing on that motion had not 
yet been made, and he ex-
pected the discovery pro-
cess to take up the rest of 
this year. He is seeking in-
formation about the overall 
policies and procedures of 
the NYPD, as well as cir-

Borough President Melinda Katz (r.) is calling on the Queens Library board to hire an outside consul-
tant to review library President Thomas Galante’s compensation.

Deisy Garcia and her daughters, Daniela (l.) and Jocelyn, were 
found stabbed to death in their Sutphin Boulevard apartment last 
month.

Katz calls on library board
BP recommends trustees seek independent review of Galante’s salary

Abused women claim
cops need translators

Continued on Page 46

multiple requests for com-
ment on the coroner’s find-
ings.

The Deng case is ex-
pected to be prosecuted in 
Pennsylvania, where the 
crime occurred, since the 
Queens DA’s office said it 
has nothing to do with the 
incident. 

Andy Meng, president 
of the fraternity, is the 
brother of U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing).

Following the incident, 
Baruch College banned 
Pi Delta Psi, which closed 
down its chapter at the 
Manhattan college.

In the Partamian case, 
prosecutors in Livingston 
County Court brought ho-
micide charges against two 
of his fraternity brothers.

 The night before his 

death, Partamian con-
sumed an excess of beer, 
champagne and vodka and 
participated in a “beer 
football” event, during 
which players drink beer 
after each play,  according 
to a lawsuit filed by Parta-
mian’s father against mem-
bers of the group in Queens 
Supreme Court. He then 
played “dizzy bat, drinking 
gin, spinning around a bat, 
running a few yards, then 
repeating the process,” the 

suit claimed.
Alex Stucki and an-

other Orange Knights 
member, Mark Boise, al-
legedly left Partamian un-
conscious alone on a bed in 
the group’s house, the suit 
alleged. Another member 
found Partamian to be un-
responsive at 10:45 a.m. the 
next morning and called 
Stucki, who returned to the 
house and called 911, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

Continued from Page 4 

Deng
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

After years of flooding 
problems and spending tens 
of thousands of dollars to 
repair his building’s sewer 
system, a Flushing build-
ing owner says his troubles 
are the city’s fault.

Frank Deutschmann 
first started experiencing 
flooding in the basement 
of his 70-unit residential 
building, at 40-04 Bowne 
St., in spring 2008.

“It’s an ongoing strug-
gle,” he said.

The problem cut 
tenants off from their 
laundry room and cost 
Deutschmann a substan-
tial amount of money to 
repair the building’s boiler 
as well as other damages. 
The flooding also caused 
headaches for some of the 
eight businesses that are 
housed on the first floor of 
the building.

“We had so much 
merchandise damaged,” 
said Soo Kim, who owns a 
pharmacy in the building. 
“Even when it was not a lot, 
we still had to stop what we 
were doing and get all the 
employees to clean rather 
than fill prescriptions.”

Deutschmann said he 
contacted the city Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection every time the 
building flooded. He said 
DEP took action sometimes 
to clear the main sewer un-
der Roosevelt Avenue, but 
many times he was told the 
problem was with the build-
ing’s sewer.

A DEP spokesman said 
the first calls the agency 
received about this loca-
tion came in the summer 
of 2010.

“DEP’s inspections 
found a buildup of improp-
erly disposed of grease in 
the sewer line, which can 
cause backups,” he said.

The flooding got so 
bad Deutschmann decided 
to completely replace the 
building’s plumbing system 
in September 2011. This still 
did not fix the problem.

Deutschmann then 
had a service clean the new 
pipe, but when that did not 
stop the basement flood-
ing he installed additional 
pumps in the boiler room in 
the basement and installed 
roof drains that slowed the 
flow of rainwater into the 
sewage system. This, how-
ever, did not keep the base-
ment dry.

In December 2012, the 
flooding climaxed when fe-
ces floated through water, 
which rose half way up the 
basement walls.

Deutschmann said 
earlier that month a DEP 
supervisor had told him 
the main sewer had been 
flushed by the agency in 
both directions. The super-
visor insisted the problem 
was with the building’s 
line and could probably be 
explained by tenants using 
too much oil when cooking.

“The monkey’s on my 
back and I have feces float-

ing around in the basement 
here,” Deutschmann said.

Deutschmann then 
hired a contractor to ex-
cavate the area where the 
building’s sewer meets the 
sewer main. The contrac-
tor found the sewer main, 
the responsibility of the 
city, had collapsed and was 
causing a colossal backup. 
When DEP was alerted to 
this, the agency hired a 
contractor to replace the 
damaged portion of the 
main sewer, Deutschmann 
said.

Since then, 
Deutschmann has written 
a letter to DEP to ask to be 
reimbursed for all the mon-
ey he spent to fix the prob-
lem and has filed a claim 
with the city comptroller 
for more than $36,000. He 
said he has not heard any-
thing back.

He said he has not 
considered filing a lawsuit 
against the city.

Workers repair the main sewer line on Roosevelt Avenue. 
Photo courtesy Frank Deutschmann

Bowne St. building 
blames fl oods on city

Saturday, February 22, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

711 Allerton Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467
Call (718) 882-2220

Saturday March 1, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

1626 Bruckner Boulevard, Bronx, NY 10473
Call (718) 589-1323

Saturday, February 22, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

711 Allerton Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467
Call (718) 882-2220

Saturday March 1, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

1626 Bruckner Boulevard, Bronx, NY 10473
Call (718) 589-1323

The owner of 40-04 Bowne St. says he has suffered through 
years of flooding problems, which he blames the city for. 

Photo courtesy Frank Deutschmann
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BUICK

Redefining The Customer Experience

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

BUICK

Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible
For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised.  2014 Buick / GMC Due: $1,995 Down Payment plus $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. GMC: Owner/Lease Conquest or
Loyalty Rebate of $500. Buick: Own/Lease Conquest Rebate of $1,000.  Conquest Rebate: Must lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must lease or own  a '99 or newer GM vehicle.   * Buick Experience includes oil changes and tire rotation only. See dealer for complete details. 
Due at inception: 1st payment, $395( CTS $0 ) down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit plus tax & tags,  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised
specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest Rebate of
$1,500: Must lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle. Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised.  *offer available to non-GM leasees. CTS on select models while supplies last. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 2-28-2014.

Remote Start, Rear Vision Camera, Sunroof, Automatic, Power
Windows, Power Door Locks, Bluetooth, Traction & Cruise, Turn By

Turn Navigation & Much More! MSRP $26,695

Special Offer:

B R A N D  N E W

2014 BuickVERANO

$199LEASE
FOR

Lease Loyalty or Lease
Conquest Rebate $500

SLE1 Automatic, 8 Passenger,  Power Windows, Power Door
Locks, Rear Back Up Camera, Remote Entry, Bluetooth, Turn

By Turn Navigation & Much More!
Special Offer:

B R A N D  N E W

2014 GMC ACADIA

$249LEASE
FOR

Own/Lease Loyalty or Lease
Conquest Rebate $500

per
month 
24
months. 

per
month 
24
months. 

Automatic, Power Seats, Bluetooth, 
Heated Seats, Sunroof, Turn by Turn Navigation & Much

More! MSRP $35,490
Special Offer:

B R A N D  N E W
2014 Cadillac ATS 2.5 Sedan

$299LEASE
FOR

Lease Conquest Rebate $1,500

per month 39 months.

$0
Security
Deposit!

We Are The Largest Cadillac 
Buick GMC Dealer in New York State!

Family Owned & Operated 
For 3 Generations... 
Your Destination For 

Premium Family Vehicles.
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OTHER VOICES

City must respect all its wild animals

I
t seems that there has 
been an increasingly 
growing threat to start 
killing wildlife that 

lives in our region for vari-
ous reasons.

While there are large 
populations of swans, geese 
and deer, as well as other 
types of wildlife, why must 
there be such a push to be-

gin eradicating these crea-
tures? There must be more 
humane ways of controlling 
these populations without 
having to kill them.

People need to remem-
ber that these animals and 
birds were around here 
long before we were. The 
intentional killing of these 
and other wildlife will not 

solve the problem — it will 
only anger many people 
who love wildlife.

The American Society 
for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals and People 
for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals need to work 
together with local officials 
to come up with humane 
solutions to deal with the 

overpopulation of wildlife.
Slaughtering these 

animals is not a viable or 
acceptable solution. People 
and wildlife need to co-ex-
ist. Our children need to be 
taught that all life, human 
and animal, is precious.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

QUESTIONABLE INCOME
The Queens Library system is one of the borough’s 

greatest treasures, but its president and CEO apparently 
doesn’t fall into the same category.

It’s hard to reconcile images of schoolchildren in 
southeast Queens lining up outside the central library to 
use the computers inside while the head of the nonprofit is 
tooling around town in a sports car paid for by the city.

Queens Library, one of the largest in the country, is 
the great equalizer in the borough. Its doors are open to 
rich and poor alike. Visitors from around the world fly 
in to use the vast business library in Flushing, while im-
migrants flock to other branches to take ESL courses and 
children learn about different cultures in weekend events 
throughout the system.

Overseeing this invaluable network is Thomas Gal-
ante, whose annual salary of $392,000 has drawn fire from 
the City Council and its Queens members. Galante dodged 
questions about any outside income when he was grilled 
by the Council during a recent hearing, but days later it 
was reported that he earned $287,000 as a consultant to a 
Nassau County school district from 2008-10.

In a letter to Galante asking him to resign, state Sen. 
Tony Avella said his salary was “out of line” and his out-
side gig “simply unacceptable.”

The Council members questioned Galante about his 
salary, which he characterized as “fair,” against the back-
drop of his decision to lay off janitorial workers in favor 
of outsourcing their jobs and to build what has been de-
scribed as a private smoking deck at the central library.

Borough President Melinda Katz issued a list of rec-
ommendations to the library’s board, which sets Galante’s 
salary, and called for an outside consultant to review the 
system’s executive compensation.  She will appoint half 
the trustees.

At stake here is whether news about Galante’s com-
pensation and his perks will affect the library’s fund-rais-
ing ability.

Former Borough President Helen Marshall, who just 
retired, directed millions to the upgrading of the library, 
which is second only to schools as a critical resource for 
Queens’ cultural life.

But without Marshall in the wings, it’s time for Gal-
ante to have a heart-to-heart with himself: Can he continue 
to lead the library as the public debate swirls around his 
income and other actions?

Under Katz’s watchful eye, the board of trustees 
should set new guidelines for outside employment and 
practices.  They owe this to Queens.
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brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corp. and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Wealth redistribution even worse

I
f reader Ed Konecnik is 
not careful, he will dis-
locate his shoulder due 
to his non-stop personal 

backslapping. Somehow his 
description of what to him 
is freedom is more akin to 
“greedom.” It is particu-
larly ugly in our advanced, 
socially civilized country 
to approach life with a Ne-
anderthal, every man for 
himself mentality. Lady 
Liberty’s green face would 
turn red with embarrass-
ment.

We have seen the tur-
moil and the reaction of the 
populace in countries that 
have lived in and under the 
yolk of other -doms, such as 
kingdom and serfdom. Left 
to the wishes of some in our 
country — the regressive, 
not progressive — this may 
happen here.

Konecnik is constantly 

decrying the redistribution 
of his wealth to the lazy and 
unmotivated, lying in their 
hammocks smoking food 
stamp cigars, retired and 
partying on with their un-
employment pittance. And, 
yes, Konecnik, you are ac-
curate about the redistri-
bution of wealth, but with a 
slight caveat.

During the presiden-
cy of Eisenhower, whom 
I voted for, the disparity 
between workers’ pay and 
that of the owner was 30:1. 
It is now greater than 300:1. 
Wealth has indeed been 
redistributed. It has been 
redistributed from the mid-
dle-class worker to the cof-
fers of his wealthy employ-
er — 10 times greater than 
it had been in the 1960s.

Perhaps it was to solve 
this ever-widening income 
disparity that induced 

President Ronald Reagan 
to come up with his trickle-
down economics. There 
was a personification of his 
policy in the prologue of the 
1968 film “2001: A Space Od-
yssey,” which no doubt was 
the inspiration.

It was the monkey se-
quence. A large chimpan-
zee is seen standing on a 
higher branch than the 
rest of his smaller fellow 
chimps and he urinates on 
the helpless ones, much to 
their consternation.

I was stunned to see 
how similar their “tinkle-
down” approach was to that 
of Reagan’s trickle-down. 
Credit where credit is due: 
The monkey in “2001” 
thought of it first.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Do not fall for anti-union talk 
but respect role labor has played

A
ll the articles about 
Mayor Bill de Blasio 
not caving to unions 
are disgraceful.

They paint a picture 
of unions as wanting huge 
raises and $7 billion in ret-
roactive pay as if they do 

not deserve it. Typical Re-
publican editorials.

In some cases, these 
300,000 union workers have 
not had a raise or a contract 
in seven years.

This retroactive pay 
would come to about $1.59 

an hour over the course of 
that seven-year span.

Oh, and by the way, 
they earned it.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

CORRECTION

An article in the Feb. 14-20 issue of TimesLedger Newspapers should have said that the sponsor 
of the DREAM Act in the state Senate was Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst).

New York City must set its own minimum wage
A

s New York City’s 
economy recovers 
from the recession, 
thousands of work-

ing families in Queens and 
the other boroughs face a 
grim reality: Although one 
of their members might 
have a full-time job, the 
weekly wages they earn are 
not nearly enough to make 
ends meet.

There are more than 
800,000 of the working poor 
in our city and they strug-
gle to get by, fighting a dai-
ly battle to put food on the 
table and keep a roof over 
their heads.

In some cases, like 
those of New York City’s 
airport workers fighting 
to earn a decent wage, job 

holders must also rely on 
public assistance to pay 
their bills. These hard-
working New Yorkers live 
in every corner of our city 
and more than two-thirds 
are black and Hispanic, 
according to comptroller’s 
office data. A large number 
are young people whose 
low-paying jobs offer only 
limited prospects for eco-
nomic advancement.

It is also a gender is-
sue: Women make up two-
thirds of all employees 
earning low-paying sala-
ries, according to census 
statistics. In New York 
state overall, they typically 
make 83.6 percent of what 
men earn — a 16.4 percent 
disparity.

More than 25 percent 
of New Yorkers facing these 
conditions live in Queens 
— more than 200,000 people 
— and much of the problem 
can be blamed on the state’s 
paltry minimum wage, 
which is currently pegged 
at $8 per hour and is sched-
uled to rise to $8.75 next 
year. It is hard to imagine 
raising a family on such 
a paycheck, but that is the 
harsh bottom line so many 
confront.

What is worse is that 
the wage, set by the state 
Legislature, does not re-
flect our city’s economic re-
alities. Employers pay the 
same hourly rate in Roch-
ester, Syracuse and Albany 
as in New York City, which 

has the nation’s highest 
cost of living. Clearly, one 
size does not fit all when 
it comes to the minimum 
wage.

That is why I am call-
ing for the Legislature to 
give our city the power to 
set its own minimum wage, 
like a growing number 
of American cities which 
have been able to help mil-
lions of working families. 
San Francisco’s minimum 
wage is already $10.74, San 
Jose’s is $10.15, Santa Fe’s 
is $10.51 and Washington, 
D.C.’s is set to rise to $11.50 
by 2016.

President Barack 
Obama just announced that 
he will raise the minimum 
wage for employees of fed-

eral contractors to $10.10 an 
hour. We need to have that 
same conversation in New 
York and correct a gross 
economic injustice.

I recently testified 
about this before the Legis-
lature and pointed out that 
the benefits of raising the 
minimum wage would pay 
dividends not only to work-
ing families, but to small 
businesses which would 
profit from a huge infusion 
of cash into our local econ-
omy. Raising the minimum 
wage in New York City to 
$11 per hour would provide 
an additional $2 billion in 
annual income to these 
families.

It would be a win-win 
at a time when so many 

have yet to experience the 
benefits of a recovering 
economy.

Last year, our state 
took a big step by increas-
ing the minimum wage to 
$8.75 in 2015, but we can and 
must do more to help work-
ing families in Queens and 
other communities. I hope 
you will join our campaign 
to give New York City the 
right to set its own mini-
mum wage. Please check 
my website for more infor-
mation.

Scott Stringer
City Comptroller

Manhattan
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T
he Queens Village 
Republican Club re-
cently held its annual 
club dinner. It is esti-

mated it had more than 200 
guests, which is a lot for a 
club function.

There was a series of 
speeches and awards given 
out, such as the Outstand-
ing Service Award, given to 
former club President Phil 
Sica; the Veteran of the Year 
Award, given to John Peter-
kin; and the American and 
Patriot of the Year Award, 
given to Daniel Bongino. 
There was also a Lifetime 
Achievement Award given 

to James Trent.
The guest speaker 

was U.S. Rep. Peter King 
(R-Massapequa Park), who 
is apparently running for 
president in 2016. He has 
served more than 20 years 
in the House of Representa-
tives. He is a member of the 
Homeland Security Com-
mittee and chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Counter-
terrorism and Intelligence.

King has been a leader 
in the fight against terror-
ism at home and abroad. He 
is known for his support of 
our military, including get-
ting veteran benefits.

During King’s pre-
sentation, he spoke about 
getting rid of Obamacare, 
backing our military and 
combating terrorism.

He also spoke about 
his opposition to higher 
taxes and support for our 
local police. Like other 

speakers during the event, 
he mentioned the low voter 
turnout in the 2013 city elec-
tions. He hoped for a higher 
vote total in the future.

He referred to his cam-
paign as one based on prin-
ciples.

It seems that presiden-
tial campaigns, held every 
four years, begin earlier 
and earlier. This trend be-
gan with Democrat Jimmy 
Carter in 1974. After serv-
ing four years as governor 
of Georgia, he campaigned 
for president from 1974-
76. He initiated a two-year 
campaign and would be 
elected in 1976.

Now we have a three-
year campaign with King 
beginning his race three 
years before the actual elec-
tion. It will be interesting 
to see if other potential can-
didates enter the race early. 
It is a situation of constant 

campaigning for president.
If we compare this sys-

tem with the United King-
dom, the political campaign 
that leads to the selection of 
the prime minister is by 
law only three weeks. This 
is quite a major difference 
between our two countries.

Pertaining to the 
Queens Village dinner, 
the Republican Party in 
Queens is showing a lot of 
enthusiasm. We will see 
how that affects the Queens 
political races of 2014.

In the 25th state As-
sembly District, Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh 
Meadows) has served for 
the last two years. There is 
a possibility that Jerry Ian-
nece may run against her 
in a Democratic primary 
this year. There seems to 
be various groups urging 
him to run.

As an attorney, Ian-
nece has been active in 
this area for a long time. 
He served for several terms 
as chairman of Community 
Board 11 and before that he 
was president of the Bay-
side Hills Civic Associa-
tion. He thinks that among 
his achievements is the 
Oakland Ravine Project, 
which solved a major flood-
ing problem in Bayside.

Iannece is given credit 
for spearheading low den-
sity community areas in 
northeast Queens. He has 

also worked on getting 
more police for the 111th 
Precinct.

There is also another 
candidate who may enter 
the Democratic primary 
in the 25th District: Abe 
Fuchs. He ran in that elec-
tion two years ago as a Re-
publican. This year, if he 
runs, it will be as a Demo-
crat in the primary.

When he ran last time 
he spoke about improving 
educational standards in 
our public schools. In all, 
the 25th District should 
prove to be an interesting 
race.

It is hoped and expect-
ed that 2014 will bring a 
larger voter turnout in the 
city than in 2013, with its 24 
percent of registered voters 
going to the polls.

We expect to see 
some hard-fought races in 
Queens this year.

King, possible ’16 contender, speaks at boro GOP club

First female lawyer argued case in boro during 1906

Q
ueens in February 
1906 found itself a 
bustling communi-
ty of rapidly disap-

pearing farms and booming 
residential and industrial 
developments.

That month brought 
progress and new opportu-
nity for women in Queens. 
On Feb. 5, the first female 
lawyer ever to appear in the 
Fifth Street Police Court 
argued the case of young 
John Sorrentino, of Brook-
lyn, charged with stealing 
bicycles from a repair shop 
in Bayshore, L.I.

The lawyer, whose 
name is lost to history, had 
little chance to display her 
courtroom flair as the sus-

pect was quickly arrested 
on a warrant for burglary.

●

The great strides 
Queens would witness in 
the 20th century came too 
late, however, for many lo-
cals, their lives cut short 
by disease, industrial acci-
dents and poor living con-
ditions. Of the 58 deaths in 
Queens reported to the city 
Board of Health in the first 
week of February, 23 were 
under age 15. Common 
causes of death included 
diphtheria, tuberculosis, 
Bright’s disease and acci-
dents.

In spite of the uncer-
tainty, tragedy and trouble 
that tomorrow may bring, 

locals enjoyed themselves 
and partook in the simple 
pleasures of life.

At Hettinger’s Broad-
way Hall, on Broadway and 
7th Avenue — currently 
the parking lot of Precious 
Blood R.C. Church on 36th 
Street — some locals tried 
their hand at bowling and 
the shooting gallery while 
others puffed away on ci-
gars and sipped the choicest 
labels of wine and liquor. 
Bowling was a popular pas-
time in early 20th century 
Queens.

Schuetzen Park was 
also a venue for the new 
sport of basketball, pitting 
local teams such as the 
Knickerbocker Five and the 
Warwicks against squads 
from Flushing and DeWitt 
Clinton high schools. The 
matches were usually low 
scoring affairs and pass-
ing, not dribbling, was the 
primary means to move the 
ball. In some games, play-

ers still scored by shooting 
the ball into the peach bas-
ket that gave the sport its 
name.

●

Those not inclined to 
leave the comfort of home 
may have gathered around 
the improved Edison Pho-
nograph. With gold-molded 
records, the machine that 
“brings cheer all the year” 
trumpeted advertisements 
in the Long Island Weekly 
Star.

●

Basketball, bowling 

and police chases were not 
all that was new to 1906 
Queens. Nineteenth cen-
tury New Yorkers would 
have struggled to recognize 
the bustling, rapidly devel-
oping panoply of industry, 
immigrant neighborhoods 
and suburban affluence, 
perhaps searching in vain 
for the pastoral serenity 
and small town charm of 
yesteryear.

Progress brought 
with it stark juxtaposition. 
While horse-drawn fire 
engines rushed to quench 

fires in the factories and 
homes, editorial discussion 
in the local press turned 
to a proposed $100 million 
connecting railway to link 
Manhattan with the grow-
ing community across the 
East River. It would be 
another three years until 
the Queensboro Bridge 
spanned the distance and 
firmly connected Queens to 
20th century America.

●

Queens has always 
been a melting pot of indi-
vidual stories — of achieve-
ment, triumph and tragedy, 
of the richness of old world 
tradition meeting the dyna-
mism of New York’s largest 
borough. They softly whis-
per and beckon to us like 
ghosts, their faces strange-
ly familiar.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

COLUMNS

King supports 
the military 
and fi ghting 

terrorism, but not 
Obamacare.

Common causes of death at the turn 
of the century in the borough included 
diptheria, tuberculosis, Bright’s disease 

and accidents.

William
Lewis

■

■
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A 
few weeks ago, the 
Community Board 
8 Parks Commit-
tee held a meeting 

to evaluate a proposal to 
have a farmers market in 
Cunningham Park. The 
proposal grew from a meet-
ing of the Holliswood Civic 
Association, where a Jon 
Klar, recycling outreach co-
ordinator associated with 
GrowNYC, spoke about 
farmers markets. The civic, 
on the south border of Cun-
ningham Park, brought the 
idea to the committee.

There are no concrete 
proposals, just a general 
idea. The most likely loca-
tion for a market would be 
in the parking lot off Union 

Turnpike and 196th Place, 
although city officials say 
it is at 196th Street, which 
is a block away. The homes 
to the north of Union Turn-
pike across from Cunning-
ham Park belong to the 
West Cunningham Park 
Civic Association.

These homeowners 
do not know about this 
proposal yet. The civic e-
mailed the board members, 
who had no problems with 
the idea except for two who 
were concerned that too 
many proposals and activi-
ties in the park could add 
more congestion.

The Parks Committee 
will try to learn more about 
farmers markets and have 
someone come to a March 
meeting. Some questions 
were: How many days a 
week? The hours? Which 
months? Will anyone cer-
tify the vegetables as being 
organic and bacteria-free? 
How will trash be removed? 

How much of the parking 
lot will be used? What im-
pact will it have on the one-
family homes across the 
street?

This year the Big Ap-
ple Circus will be held May 
15 to June 15. It comes in 
about a week prior to set up 
the tent, which covers the 
whole parking lot. When it 
started several years ago, 
it only stayed two weeks 
but now has grown to five 
weeks. Since the circus 
uses the whole parking lot 
off 196th Place, parkgoers 
have been parking on the 
streets north of Cunning-
ham Park.

Homeowners com-
plained that cars parked 
on the streets cause conges-
tion, blocking driveways, 
leaving trash and making 
it hard for them to have 
visitors during the weeks 
when the circus is there. 
Members of the WCPCA 
met with CB 8 members, 

the 107th Precinct and the 
Big Apple Circus.

An agreement was 
made which provided more 
parking in the southern 
part of the park, trash cans 
were put out to collect trash 
from circus-goers, work-
ers went into the streets 
to sweep trash and a noisy 
generator was put in the 
back of the park.

The homeowners from 
the WCPCA have learned to 
live with the hordes of peo-
ple who cover their streets 
when the circus is in town. 
They probably do not want 
further congestion, so 
plans will have to be stud-
ied about a farmers mar-
ket. One has to understand 

that people who flow out of 
a park can cause disrup-
tion in a quiet residential 
neighborhood of one-fam-
ily homes. People walking 
through a quiet neighbor-
hood who are talking and 
laughing and who slam car 
doors can be a disruption.

GOOD AND BAD 
NEWS OF THE WEEK: A 
few weeks ago, civic leader 
Tammy Osherov and I dis-
covered that contractors 
were cutting down trees 
in the front of Klein Farm. 
Other neighbors who watch 
the farm also called them. 
CB 8, City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whites-

tone) were also contacted.
Citations were is-

sued. Osherov, I and a 
TimesLedger reporter at-
tended the hearing at the 
city Environmental Con-
trol Board in Jamaica. It 
turned out that the owner 
of Audrey Realty, Henry 
Huang, did not come but 
Ziminag Shen, who rents 
the farm for the Preschool 
of America, did to take re-
sponsibility for the viola-
tions.

An employee came to 
testify that she called sev-
eral city agencies about 
removing the trees and 
paving over the 100-year-
old circular driveway in 
the front of the property, 
at 73rd Avenue and 194th 
Street, but was not told that 
it was illegal.

In a Feb. 7, 2005, article 
on the farm, Shen had been 
given a violation for cutting 
down trees on a similar 
property in Staten Island.

C
hristmas Day has 
been a national holi-
day since President 
Ulysses S. Grant 

signed a bill to that effect 
June 6, 1870. The same law 
made July 4 and Thanks-
giving national holidays.

Dec. 25 is the only one 
which has a religious sig-
nificance. Why?

For decades, many 
people — perhaps most, 
while they rush about in 
a shopping frenzy — have 
decried the commercializa-
tion of Christmas not with-
out reason, but even as they 
are adding to it.

Contrary to what some 
say — politicians and their 
cohorts, for the most part 
— this is not a “Christian 

nation.” It is a secular re-
public. It is not a theocracy 
in any sense of the word, 
nor should it be.

The Puritans were 
against the celebration of 
Christmas. While those of 
a more liberal mind had 
no problem with such an 
event, they did not work to 
make the date something of 
an official celebration.

Even in England, 
where some Christmas tra-
ditions had existed, they 
had gone out of fashion, to 
some extent, by the begin-
ning of the 19th century. 
And, remember, the mon-
arch is the defender of the 
Church of England, so in 
effect that democracy is 
something of a theocracy.

Washington Irving, 
the first American writer 
to gain a worldwide repu-
tation, wrote about Saint 
Nicholas in 1812. He contin-
ued with stories about old-
fashioned Christmas cel-
ebrations in England from 
1819-20 with his “Sketch-

book of Geoffrey Crayon, 
Gent.” Those stories were 
of a nostalgic bent, looking 
back rather than noting the 
contemporary absence of 
those old ceremonies.

Meanwhile, another 
American, four years Ir-
ving’s elder, was growing 
up in his family homestead 
in Elmhurst. I have no evi-
dence that Clement Clarke 
Moore wrote any of his “A 
Visit from St. Nicholas” 
in Elmhurst, but I would 
imagine he experienced 
some Episcopal-style cel-
ebrations where a park in 
his memory stands today. 
The poem was first pub-
lished in 1823.

In England, Charles 
Dickens, much younger 
than the two Americans, 
caused a great stir with the 
publication of “A Christ-
mas Carol.” He wrote many 
Christmas stories thereaf-
ter and he and Irving were 
good friends.

Thus, in a literary 
sense, the images of Christ-

mas we know today — al-
though many may not know 
them, considering the state 
of education, but let that 
go — can be traced to these 
three men.

While some theolo-
gians have suggested that 
the birth of Christ was in 
the spring and that the 
date chosen for the obser-
vance was to counter pagan 
ceremonies in the depths 
of winter in the Northern 
Hemisphere — the Holy 
Land does not get much 
snow, after all, despite the 
carols and paintings — the 
event and the observance 
of the event are part of our 
culture.

Keep Christ in Christ-
mas? I never thought he 
left, but maybe we should 
be sensible about this and 
decide that Christmas — 
the only official religious 
federal holiday — should 
not be a federal holiday at 
all. It is a holy day. The dis-
tinction, I should think, is 
clear.

It is called separation 
of church and state. It is a 
foundation of our nation.

Shall we repeal the 
holiday? Good luck with 
that. I can hear the politi-
cians howling into the win-
ter winds.

So we shall put up with 
the commercialization of a 
holy day, but we can con-
tinue to protest.

While we are at it, in 
New York City perhaps we 
should take a look at clos-
ing schools on religious 
holidays. In 1960, when 
nearly half the city’s public 
school teachers were Jew-
ish, the then-city Board of 
Education decided on such 
closings on the High Holy 
Days in the fall. I have no 
figures on the religious ori-
entation of teachers today, 
but I have a feeling it is not 
what it was 50 years ago. 
Why continue the closings?

If we continue this 
practice — again I can hear 
the political howling if we 
try to do away with it — 

shouldn’t we consider that 
our diverse population, 
of which we are so justifi-
ably proud, should not be 
discriminated against? 
Muslim leaders have asked 
for days off during some of 
their holidays. Why not? 
Not enough Muslim teach-
ers? Not enough Muslim 
students?

How do we make these 
decisions? More precisely, 
why should we have to 
make them?

Keep the schools open 
according to law and if a 
student or teacher wants to 
take a day off — after all, I 
understand there is at least 
one saint for every day of 
the year — so be it.

Presents, pageants, 
celebrations and days off 
are all well and good, but 
I believe, not in a political 
sense, we should maintain 
our commitment to a secu-
lar society which ours is.

CB 8 will decide on how to properly hold farmers markets

Religious holidays should not be recognized by gov’t
Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

A likely location includes the parking 
lot off of Union Turnpike and 196th 

Place.

Bob
Harris

■
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

One of the country’s 
largest window manufac-
turing companies, based in 
College Point, is planning 
an expansion.

Crystal Window & 
Door Systems has con-
sidered a number of sites 
across the country as well 
as in the tri-state area, but 
has not yet found a site that 
matches what it is looking 
for, said Bob Nyman, a com-
pany spokesman.

“[Owner] Thomas 
Chen is actively looking 
at all areas in the country 
where we can find a cost-
effective deal,” he said.

The company plans to 
keep its headquarters at 31-
10 Whitestone Expressway.

It has looked at open-
ing facilities in Pennsyl-
vania, New Jersey and 
Westchester County recent-
ly. Chen also considered 
spaces within the city, in 

Mott Haven, Jamaica and 
the College Point Corporate 
Park. He is hoping to find a 
20-acre property which is 
in the right configuration 
at a cost-effective price, Ny-
man said.

“There is not a specific 
deadline, date or locations 
as to where the company 
would like to expand. It’s a 
very fluid situation,” Ny-

man said.
The company was 

started in 1990 by  Taiwan-
ese immigrant Thomas 
Chen in a small garage 
operation in College Point 
with only 10 employees. 
Crystal Windows grew over 
the years and now employs 
400 workers at its factories 
and branches.

In 1996, the company 

made its first major expan-
sion into Chicago, which 
enabled the company to ac-
cess new markets. Crystal 
Windows now distributes 
its products in 35 states 
across the country.

The company has 
since added major facilities 
in California and Missouri. 
Crystal Windows also 
opened sales distribution 
offices in Pennsylvania, 
Missouri and Ohio. These 
offices do not manufacture 
products, but have ware-
houses to sell and distribute 
the company’s products.

“All of these expansion 
initiatives were intended 
to increase Crystal’s pro-
duction capacity and have 
never been intended to re-
place the Queens facility,” 
said Steve Chen, Thomas’ 
son and the chief operating 
officer of the company, in a 
statement. “As Crystal con-
tinues to gain market share 
in other parts of the nation, 

the company needs to have 
additional production facil-
ities in close proximity to 
those markets to stay com-
petitive.”

Steve Chen insisted the 
company is not looking to 
move its College Point facil-
ity and is simply looking to 
expand into new markets.

“Crystal is not mov-
ing,” he said. “The com-

pany’s headquarters and 
main production facility in 
the College Point Corporate 
Park in Queens will remain 
where it is for the foresee-
able future.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Crystal Windows & Door Systems is planning to expand 
but will be keeping its headquarters in College Point. 

Photo courtesy Crystal Windows & Door Systems

Major College Point manufacturer looking to expand
Crystal Windows & Door Systems hopes to tap new markets but insists it will keep Queens location

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“We always heard that Calvary Hospital was the best at treating pain. 
But we had no idea you would relieve our family’s pain as well.”

“Before my sister Cookie arrived at Calvary with terminal lung cancer, 
we suffered the excruciating pain with her each and every day. But once 
at Calvary, they did everything to relieve her pain. And because of that, 
they also relieved our anxieties and mental anguish. She was treated 
with care, sensitivity, devotion and many hugs. And so were we. In her 
final days, you gave her peace, comfort and dignity, and allowed me 
to be her sister again. We knew that you had the reputation of being 
the very best there is at treating the pain of a patient. But what we 
never knew was that you are also the best at relieving the pain that 
we, Cookie’s family, had. You will always be more than just a hospital 
to us. You will always be a member of our family. Thank you, Calvary.”

- Lonnie Weigel

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Thomas Chen (r.) founded Crystal Windows in 1990 and 
now runs the company with his son Steve (l.). 

Photo courtesy Crystal Windows & Door Systems
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Stop in at any Queens Library for more information,  
phone 718-990-0700 or go to www.queenslibrary.org.

Thousands of       computers to use and  
        workshops to teach you how

GETS ME READY  
FOR SUCCESS

or improving your 
resume

and job training

 

FREE
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215-03 Horace Harding Expwy.
Bayside, New York

(718) 224-4344

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 9AM-7PM,Thurs. 9AM-8PM, 
Sat. 9AM-6PM,

Sun. 11AM-4PMDelivery & Installation Available.Financing For Qualified Buyers.

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

Extended Thru 2/25/14
Extended Thru 2/25/14
Extended Thru 2/25/14

*Not responsible for typographical errors. Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item. 0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers. See store for details. Prices valid until 2/25/14.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
. 2

1-2
7, 

20
14

    
   

TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

20

BT

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Flushing neighbors 
are fuming over a large 
house they say dwarfs the 
small homes around it and 
completely changes the 
character of their block.

The two-story house, 
which has been under con-
struction since the fall at 
146-15 56th Road, will re-
place a one-story dwelling 
that was built in 1935 in a 
row of townhouses.

“It has destroyed the 
neighborhood,” said Jose 
Fernandes, who has lived 
next door to the site of the 
new house for more than 22 
years. “If they got permits 
to do that, what stops oth-
ers?”

A number of com-
munity leaders and civic 
organizations have joined 
the residents to speak out 
against the building, which 
they say is one example of a 
wider problem that affects 
the whole borough.

“It’s getting more 
and more egregious,” Don 

Capalbi, president of the 
Queensboro Hill civic As-
sociation, told Community 
Board 7 at a February meet-
ing. “If it’s not addressed 
now with the new City 
Council and new mayor, it 
won’t happen in the next 10 
years.”

After the frustrated 
neighbors contacted him, 
Capalbi alerted CB 7, which 
forwarded the complaints 
to the city Department of 
Buildings. The agency said 
the development was com-
pletely legal and there was 
nothing it could do to pre-
vent it from being built.

The new house’s own-
er, Min Lin, who bought the 
property in August, said 
her home’s construction 
has followed all city rules 
and zoning laws.

“I wish we could be on 
the same page. I think at 
this time there’s nothing I 
can do to change,” she said. 
“I think the neighborhood 
is changing anyway. There 
are many houses like this.”

Once finished, the 

2,290-square-foot house 
will be more than double 
the previous home’s size of 
899 square feet former size, 
according to DOB permits.

Lin said she needed to 
rebuild the home because 
she has a large family to 
accommodate. She said she 
expects construction to be 
done in the spring.

Apart from changing 
the character of the neigh-
borhood, Fernandes said 
the front of the new house 
blocks off his sunlight for a 
large part of the day.

“I am planning seri-

ously on moving out of 
here,” he said. “I already 
had plans to move away to 
be closer to my daughter in 
Nassau County, but not as 
fast as I’m thinking now.”

Fernandes said he is 
not alone, as the develop-
ment has triggered what he 
described as a mass exodus 
from the block. The neigh-
bor on the other side of the 
development, Jacek Taper, 
who has lived in his house 
for 10 years, is also consid-
ering putting his house up 
for sale.

“The neighborhood I 

moved into now looks com-
pletely different,” he said. “I 
can’t do anything. My only 
option right now is to sell 
the house and move out.”

Two other houses have 
been put up for sale since 
the building’s construction 
started, Taper said.

Councilman Peter 
Koo’s (D-Flushing) office 
will be bringing the issue 
to the Department of City 
Planning in the hope of get-
ting a rezoning approved.

“I will not stand idly 
by while the character of 
our neighborhood is threat-
ened by out-of-scale devel-
opment,” Koo said. “I will 
be meeting with the De-
partment of City Planning 
soon to discuss this issue 
and to explore all possible 
options, including rezon-
ing, to prevent instances 
like this from becoming 
unsightly patterns in our 
community.”

Koo’s chief of staff, 
Jonathan Chung, worked 
on a similar situation when 
he was employed at then-

Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr.’s office. A number of 
large developments in As-
toria prompted Vallone’s of-
fice to seek a special rezon-
ing for the neighborhood in 
2010.

The rezoning for the 
neighborhood was ap-
proved by the City Coun-
cil in May 2010 and would 
“preserve the existing 
scale and character of the 
area while allowing for a 
modest increase in residen-
tial and commercial den-
sity in appropriate limited 
locations,” according to the 
City Planning website.

Chung said Koo’s office 
might push for a similar 
change in order to dissuade 
developments that are out 
of character with the neigh-
borhood.

“If we let another 10 
years go by until the next 
census, God knows what 
damage will be done,” Ca-
palbi said. “From a devel-
oper’s point of view, one 
successful project opens 
the door to the next.”

A new two-story house is being built on 56th Road in Flushing. 
Neighbors say the new development has completely changed the 
neighborhood. Photo by Alex Robinson

Flushing neighbors blast new house on block

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Manhattan hospital 
should have taken better care of 
a 12-year-old Sunnyside boy who 
was given IV fluids and pain re-
lievers, sent home and later died 
of sepsis in 2012, a state Health 
Department report concluded.

The report, which details 
Rory Staunton’s care at NYU 
Hospitals Center, was recently 
brought to light by the child’s 
uncle, Niall O’Dowd, who wrote 
about the state’s findings for his 
news website irishcentral.com 
last week.

Repeated requests for com-
ment from New York University 
were not answered.

“I was very saddened,” 
O’Dowd said. “It was the worst 
fears that any family could have. 
There seemed to be brutal incom-
petence throughout every area.”

The document, called a state-
ment of deficiencies, alleges that 
a standard of care in Rory’s treat-
ment was not met, and that the 
hospital had no policy in place 
to alert patients who were being 
discharged about test results that 

were still pending.
Rory, who had cut his arm af-

ter falling in his Jackson Heights 
school’s gym, was brought to 
NYU Langone Medical Center on 
the evening of March 29, 2012, by 
his parents, his relatives said in 
an interview last year. A pediatri-
cian had recommended the child 
go to the hospital so the pain in 
his leg and vomiting could be 
checked out, Rory’s father Ciaran 
Staunton said.

The 12-year-old was given 
Tylenol and two liters of IV flu-
ids, and about 2 1/2 hours after 
arriving at the hospital, he had 
a temperature of 102 degrees and 
an elevated heart rate, the report 
states. This was the last time his 
vital signs were recorded before 
he was discharged, according to 
the report.

The state document says 
emergency room staff failed to 
note if Rory could keep down flu-
ids and did not address the pain 
in his leg, even though Rory rated 
it as a six on a scale of one to 10.

And abnormal results from 
a blood count test ordered as 
“stat” at around 8 p.m. were not 

reported until after 11 p.m., about 
30 minutes after Rory had been 
released.

“There is no documentation 
that the treating physician was 
aware of this abnormal result,” 

the report states. “The high band 
results should have raised the 
physician’s concern for bacterial 
infection and the need for blood 
cultures and antibiotic cover-
age.”

The document goes on to say 
that there was no documentation 
indicating that hospital staff told 
Rory’s family that test results 
were still pending when he was 
sent home.

“The facility failed to have 
a system in place to notify dis-
charged patients concerning 
abnormal/critical laboratory re-
sults when the laboratory reports 
were pending or not reviewed 
prior to discharge,” the report 
states.

Rory’s condition worsened 
at home and he returned to the 
hospital, where he was put into 
the intensive care unit and died 
April 1.

It was later determined that 
Rory’s death was the result of 
sepsis, an infection that causes 
a reaction in the immune system 
leading to full-body inflamma-
tion, and developed from the cut 
on his arm.

Rory’s parents, Ciaran and 
Orlaith Staunton, were unable 
to comment on the report due to 
pending litigation, but the couple 
has been fighting to eradicate 
sepsis since Rory’s death, O’Dowd 
said.

The Stauntons started the 
Rory Staunton Foundation, aimed 
at reducing the number of sepsis-
caused deaths through education 
and outreach, and championed 
“Rory’s Regulations,” which were 
announced by Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo last year and made New York 
the first state to require all hos-
pitals to adopt practices to iden-
tify and treat the deadly infection 
early on.

O’Dowd said his relatives are 
pushing for Rory’s Regulations to 
be adopted nationwide, and have 
already received letters from 
families crediting awareness 
about sepsis with saving their 
children’s lives.

“That would be the greatest 
gift of all from Rory’s death, that 
no other family would go through 
what my family went through,” 
O’Dowd said.

Rory Stanton, (r.) who died of sepsis in 
2012, stands beside his father, Ciaran 
Staunton. Photo courtesy Ciaran Staunton

State report cites lax hospital care for Sunnyside boy
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North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103
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BY BILL PARRY

The house-sharing 
website Airbnb is a growing 
economic force in Queens, 
based on research done by 
Manhattan-based real es-
tate consultant HR&A Ad-
visors.

The study showed that 
Airbnb generated $12 mil-
lion in Queens last year 
alone. The analysis shows 
that 680 hosts in Queens 
lodged 16,200 guests in 
their homes, earning $4 
million while visitors spent 
$7 million with businesses 
throughout the borough.

“Airbnb is helping 
Queens residents pay their 
bills and pursue their 
dreams while giving trav-
elers a new, authentic way 
to experience New York 
City by staying in different 
neighborhoods,” company 
CEO Brian Chesky said.

Flushing resident Lin-

da Landivar has been using 
the service for two years, 
renting two rooms in her 
two-family house to more 
than 200 guests during that 
period.

“My husband Robert 
and I are 3-D freelancers in 
advertising and we’ve both 
been out of work since De-
cember,” she said. “I get $50 
a night for one room and $65 
a night for a bigger room 
next to the bathroom. It re-
ally helps pay the bills.”

Landivar took over as 
a caretaker of the house 
when her father retired to 
Florida.

“He’d stay here for a 
few months every year, but 
the rest of the time the room 
was empty,” she said.

Landivar tried the six-
year-old service that con-
nects hosts with guests for 
short-term apartment rent-
als and had a guest stay in 
her house the first week.

“We’ve had pilots who 
need a rest between flights, 
European travelers stay 
here a lot and we’ve had 
out-of-town travelers who 
have spent the night after 
missing their flight at La-
Guardia,” Landivar said. 
“I’ve never had a serious 

problem with a guest.”
The tech firm may 

have a problem in New 
York where state Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man issued a subpoena to 
Airbnb in October, request-
ing information on New 
York City’s 15,000 hosts and 

25,000 listings. City laws 
make it illegal for a room or 
apartment to be rented out 
for under 30 days without 
a tenant present, Schnei-
derman wrote in the sub-
poena. There is also an is-
sue with the city’s hotel tax 
that requires 14 percent of a 
hotel’s fees.

David Hantman, Airb-
nb’s head of global public 
policy, said, “The attorney 
general subpoenaed almost 
all of our hosts’ user data. 
We protested that demand 
in court, and now thou-
sands of people have signed 
a petition demanding a new, 
better law in New York.”

Hantman speculated 
that the AG was after those 
hosts that abuse Airbnb’s 
platforms like illegal hotel 
operators and slumlords.

Schneiderman’s office 
would not comment on the 
investigation.

Rob MacKay, direc-

tor of the Queens Tourism 
Council, has some ques-
tions of his own about Airb-
nb.

“There’s a lot of gray 
areas, a lot of uncharted 
water where people on 
both sides could come away 
unhappy with the experi-
ence,” MacKay said. “Trav-
elers who stay in hotels 
have their rights. There 
are a lot of risks to both the 
host and the guest. What if 
there are bedbugs or lice in 
the sheets. Who’s liable?”

MacKay also added the 
specter of public safety to 
the discussion.

“What happens when 
you rent to a guest who 
turns out to be a serial 
killer. Who’s liable there?” 
he asked.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail ay bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Airbnb generates $12 million in economic activity in Queens by lodg-
ing guests in peoples’ homes. Photo courtesy Peter Schoffenfels

Popular website offers an alternative to traditional hotels
Airbnb generates millions for borough’s economy while state attorney general investigates legality
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YOUR HAIR  STYLE, CUT, COLOR  
IS THE PERFECT MEDIUM 

TO EXPRESS YOURSELF AND 
IS CERTAINLY A BETTER ACCESSORY 

THAN A HERMÉS BAG! 
SUNSHINE SPA & HAIR SALON 

WILL MAKE IT EVEN MORE 
SPECTACULAR!

SPECIAL PRICING
9am-7pm Tuesday-Saturday

9am-6pm Sunday
Wash and Blow Dry*

Haircut with Blow Dry*
Perm with Cut and Blow Dry*

European Hair Color Touch-up*
1 ½ Hour Facial
1 Hour Massage

Cavi-Lipo Cellulite Treatment**
*with selected hairdresser only

**the most advanced ultrasound system

OPEN 6 DAYS  Tue-Sat: 9am-7pm  (7pm-12midnight by appointment only)  Sun: 9am-6pm

718.767.8655
152-67 10th Avenue  

Whitestone, NY 11357

In Mall Area  
Plenty of FREE PARKING  

Next to Waldbaum’s
Gift Certificates Available!
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

AP Photos/Mike Groll 

Photos by William Alatriste/NYC Council
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A popular thrift shop in As-

toria, which raises money for the 
rehabilitation of drug addicts and 
alcoholics, is closing next month 
and currently selling its invento-
ry of restored furniture, antiques 
and clothing for 50 percent off.

Nook n’ Crannie, at 29-18 Dit-
mars Blvd., has operated as the 
principal ministry of Betel Amer-
ica Church of Astoria. Many of 
the residents of the church’s rehab 
center have worked at the store in 
the last seven years, doing furni-
ture restoration and deliveries.

Betel of America opted to 
sell its property on 4th Street and 
move the entire operation to the 
Southeast, most likely to North 
Carolina or Virginia.

“The board of directors 
couldn’t say no to the money that 
land developers have offered for 
the property,” Executive Director 
David Tepper said. “Large parts 
of the riverfront are being sold off 

to developers. We love the neigh-
borhood — they’ve been good to 
us — but it gets to the point where 
it’s a no-brainer with all the cash 
involved, especially considering 
what we do.”

Betel International was 
founded in Spain in 1969 to fight 
the war against substance abuse, 
family violence and poverty. It 

now operates in 70 urban areas 
in 20 countries. In the early 1990s, 
Tepper’s father Elliott established 
Betel of America in Astoria.

The property on 4th Street 
housed the church and its head-
quarters as well as the residency 
that has administered up to 20 ad-
dicts and alcoholics at a time.

“Right now there are seven 

residents. We’ve known for nearly 
a year that we’d be headed south 
and have spent that time placing 
them in other programs,” David 
Tepper said.

He added that some may 
move south with the church, 
but they have the opportunity to 
transfer abroad to other Betel In-

ternational centers.
Nook n’ Crannie opened on 

Ditmars Boulevard 12 years ago, 
the first of several stores in cities 
where Betel operates rehabilita-
tion centers overseas. The store 
has been at its current location 
since 2007.

“There’s been a steady 
stream of customers ever since 
word of the closing spread last 
week,” Tepper said. “The people 
in this neighborhood have been 
wonderful since Day 1 and we’re 
truly going to miss them.”

The 50 percent off sale will 
continue until they close the 
doors for good.

“The lease is up at the end 
of March, but we might close in 
three weeks’ time,” Tepper said. 
“And we’re still doing free deliv-
eries.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718)260-4538.

Astoria thrift shop to close as church sells to developers
Nook n’ Crannie’s profi ts helped alcoholics and drug addicts participate in residency program

718-279-0007 | 45-07 248th Street, 2nd Floor | Little Neck, NY 11362 | Email: LittleNeck@UnitedDentalGroup.com

CROWNS
DENTURES
IMPLANT CROWNS & BRIDGES
IMPLANT DENTURES & MORE

$69 
INITIAL EXAM

which includes x-ray, exam & cleaning

IMPLANT OVER 
DENTURE

INCLUDES 2 IMPLANTS & 
1 DENTURE

for $5,500

FREE 
IMPLANT CONSULATATION
with our implant specialized doctor,

JOSEPH H. BANG, DDS
Implant specialist &

Professor at NYU School of Dentistry

Ditmars Boulevard vintage furniture shop is closing down with a 50-percent-off 
sale. Photo by Bill Parry

Ditmars Boulevard vintage furniture 
shop is closing down with a 50-per-
cent-off sale. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The city may be the 
worst landlord in town, if 
you let Middle Village resi-
dents tell it.

The Juniper Park 
Civic Association said that 
between the city Trans-
portation and Sanitation 
departments, several city-
owned sidewalks and pe-
destrian walkways have 
gone unshoveled.

The association’s 
president, Robert Holden, 
said pedestrians have had 
to navigate a treacher-
ous stretch of 57th Avenue 
along the Long Island Ex-
pressway between 74th and 
82nd streets.

On Feb. 18, he said an 
elderly woman fell near 
57th Avenue and 74th Street 
while walking home from 
the supermarket. Neigh-
bors helped her up and 
called an ambulance be-
cause she was bruised and 
scraped enough that they 
worried she may have a 

concussion, Holden said.
“Senior citizens are 

getting stir crazy. They’ve 
been cooped up all winter. 
The other day my mother 
tried to go out and she had 
to turn back twice because 
of the ice,” Holden said. 

“It’s disgraceful.”
Similarly, Holden said 

the city has neglected an 
Eliot Avenue sidewalk that 
crosses a railroad overpass 
near Lutheran Avenue. He 
said the snow has remained 
unshoveled all season, de-
spite his highlighting the 
slippery walkway in sev-
eral news outlets and mak-
ing numerous complaints 
with 311.

The Department of 
Sanitation said the Depart-
ment of Transportation 
was responsible for clear-
ing the 57th Avenue stretch 
and said Sanitation’s staff 
had tackled the Eliot Av-
enue overpass. The depart-
ment would not, however, 
specify whether it was 
charged with maintaining 
that walkway. 

DOT did not respond 
to a request for comment 
before deadline.

The Juniper Park 
Civic Association said it 
had spent the past decade 
unsuccessfully urging 

the former Bloomberg ad-
ministration to determine 
which city agencies were 
responsible for clearing 
snow and ice near railroad 
routes and the Long Island 
Expressway — and then 
to hold those agencies ac-
countable.

Middle Village, Mas-
peth and Elmhurst have 

not fared much better so far 
under Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
according to Holden.

“If you or I don’t get 
shoveled, we get $100 sum-
monses,” Holden said. “But 
the city can’t even shovel 
their own property.”

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) has echoed the Ju-

niper Park Civic Associa-
tion’s charges of hypocrisy.

Koslowitz has reintro-
duced a city code amend-
ment that would require the 
Sanitation commissioner to 
draft a storm cleanup plan 
within 24 hours of snow or 
ice hitting the ground.

Michael Cohen, Ko-
slowitz’s legislative direc-
tor, said that if approved 
the measure would ef-
fectively give the Council 
legislative oversight of bus 
stops and shelters, curb 
cuts and crosswalks. The 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority said city 
Sanitation workers are 
tasked with clearing snow 
from bus stops.

“After this winter and 
the unusual amount of 
snow and ice, it’s very time-
ly,” Cohen said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

A senior suffers from inju-
ries after falling on a slip-
pery sidewalk near 57th 
Avenue and 74th Street. 

Photo courtesy of Robert Holden

Icy city-owned walkways in Juniper Pk. pose peril

LOVE YOUR LEGS...
FINALLY!
 Treatment is less than an hour
 Performed in the clinic; 

 no hospitalization
 Immediate relief of symptoms
 Return to normal activities 

 with little or no pain
 No anesthesia nor scars

COMMON 
SYMPTOMS:

VERICOSE VEINS PAID BY MEDICARE & MOST MAJOR INSURANCES

Before

BEFORE AND AFTER 
VEIN ABLATION TREATMENT

After

CALL US TODAY 
TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

(646) 620-6485
 www.iveindoctor.com

PET SPA RESORT & DOG TRAINING ACADEMY
1870 Grand Avenue, Baldwin, NY 11510

DOG TRAINING
EXPERT DOG OBEDIENCE TRAINING & 

PUPPY TRAINING FOR  
ALL SIZES, AGES AND BREEDS!

TREAT YOUR PET TO THE BEST PET RESORT!

 

RESERVE EARLY!
Pets that need daily medication are welcome &  
our trained staff will administer all medications

ALL PROBLEMS SOLVED!

PET BOARDING

Free Consultation! 516.544.4777

SPECIAL

$45 Grooming
All Dogs, All Sizes

Trusted and Recommended by Veterinarians and Celebrities

The Juniper Park Civic Association says 57th Avenue has not been 
cleared of snow and ice. Photo courtesy of Robert Holden
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI 
AND SARINA TRANGLE

Fire marshals deter-
mined electrical wiring 
sparked the two-alarm 
blaze that damaged a South 
Jamaica church Monday 
and sent four firefighters to 
the hospital.

The Fire Department 
said firefighters rushed to 
Deliverance Tabernacle 
Church of Christ, at 144-01 
Sutter Ave., where flames 
had broken out in the base-
ment around 3 a.m.

The blaze quickly 
spread to the first floor 
and was upgraded to a two-
alarm fire, the FDNY said.

The 105 firefighters 
at the church put out the 
flames within an hour and 
a half, but authorities said 
four of them were brought 
to Jamaica Hospital with 

minor injuries.
FDNY marshals an-

nounced Tuesday evening 
that electrical wiring start-
ed the fire in the three-sto-
ry church.

Tonee Johnson, a 
Brooklyn minister who 
grew acquainted with 
Deliverance Tabernacle 
through his church’s fel-
lowship with the congre-
gation, said it appeared as 
though Deliverance Tab-
ernacle would have to con-
tend with extensive wreck-
age, including a ruined 
organ, keyboard, drum set 
and microphone system.

“Whatever assistance 
they can get, they are going 
to need it,” said Johnson, a 
minister at Oil of Joy Min-
istries. “I really hope that 
the community rallies be-
hind them.”

Johnson said Deliver-

ance Tabernacle had at-
tracted between 60 and 70 
worshipers since opening 
in South Jamaica about 15 
years ago.

He said the non-de-
nominational Christian 
church had been working 
on opening an after-school 
program and previously 
established a summer Bible 
camp and food pantry ini-
tiative that involved hand-
ing out groceries.

“I am so saddened [sic] 
by this whole thing because 
they are wonderful people,” 
Johnson said, after snap-
ping photos of the boarded-
up building.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

A man walks by the charred exterior of the Deliverance Tabernacle Church of Christ. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Electric wires sparked
S. Jamaica fi re: FDNY

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD TAX PROS

$20OFF

YOUR TAX RETURN 

PREPARATION
NEW CLIENTS ONLY

Family Owned with Over 50 Years Experience 
Preparation of Individual, Corporate and Partnership Returns

Returns Prepared While You Wait
No Appointment Necessary—Reasonable Fees

PSYLLOS&PSYLLOS
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

CAREERS FOR THE
21ST CENTURY!
� C�URT RE��RT�N�
   (REALTIME WRITING)
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For Disclosure Information, view Program Details @ nyci.edu

NYCI
established 1941

NEW YORK 
CAREER
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Wednesday, 2/19 11�� � ����"�
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

ALL MONTH LONG!

UNPRECEDENTED  SAVINGS!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND            AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

PRESIDENTS’  DAY

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The owner of a Forest 
Hills café inundated with 
snow after a plow accident 
last Thursday said the de-
bacle has been his biggest 
headache since opening the 
restaurant three years ago.

Elias Kalogiros said 
the entire front of Exo 
Café, at 70-20 Austin St., 
was damaged Feb. 13 when 
a snowplow struck a trash 
can full of snow and ice and 
launched the bin at the café, 
mangling the vestibule and 
shattering windows. The 
trash can bounced back on 
the sidewalk, but Kalogiros 
said a surge of water flood-
ed Exo.

The staff immediately 
mopped up the floors and 
began boarding up the win-
dows, but Kalogiros said 
someone had to stay in Exo 
overnight until the lock 
was repaired.

“This is No. 1, 2 and 3 
in terms of our problems. 
We haven’t had any prob-
lems like this,” he said.

Kalogiros is now wait-
ing for an insurance adjust-
er to assess the damage and 
then aim to get the city to 
pay for repairs.

Despite diners’ shock 
and  injuries that sent two 
patrons to the hospital, Ka-
logiros said the community 
has rallied around him.

“People were stopping 
by. Everybody was asking 
how we’re doing,” he said.

The NYPD said two 
customers were hit by 
shards of glass at 11:15 
p.m. Authorities brought 
a 36-year-old man and a 
27-year-old woman to the 
North Shore-Long Island 
Jewish Health System with 
minor injuries, according 
to the NYPD.

Kalogiros believes 
the plow was speeding and 
traveling at close to 20 mph. 
He said diners ran from the 
window because the crash 

of the trash can made them 
think a car had driven 
through the restaurant or a 
bomb had gone off.

The city Department 
of Transportation said it 
was still investigating the 
incident, but will be disci-
plining the two employees 
operating the plow.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Police say a plow launched a garbage can of snow through the 
window of Expo Café on Austin Street. Photo by Christina Santucci

Plow incident damages
Exo Cafe in Forest Hills 

Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice is hereby given that
the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (“HPD”) of the City of New York ("City") has a proposal to sell the
following City-owned property ("Disposition Area") in the Borough of Queens: 

Address    Block/Lot
57-21 Rockaway Beach Boulevard  15926/ p/o 200      

The Disposition Area is a narrow strip of land of approximately 21,700 square feet that is adjacent to the Ocean Village
affordable housing complex.  Under the proposed project, the City will sell the Disposition Area to Arverne Preservation LLC
("Sponsor"), the current owner of Ocean Village, for the nominal price of one dollar.  The Sponsor will then rehabilitate and
maintain the existing entranceway, staircase, pedestrian ramp, landscaping, planters, retaining walls and fences that are
located on the Disposition Area.  These features were placed on the Disposition Area by a previous owner of Ocean Village,
despite the City ownership of the Disposition Area. 
The appraisal and the Land Disposition Agreement and Project Summary are available for public examination at the office of
HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A1, New York, New York on business days during business hours. 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on March 12, 2014, at Second Floor Conference Room, 22 Reade
Street, Manhattan at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the calendar, at which time and place
those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed sale of the Disposition Area
pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter. 
Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office of Contract Services, Public Hearings Unit,
253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York 10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than five (5) business days prior to the public
hearing.  TDD users should call Verizon relay services. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

                                         Bill de Blasio, Mayor 
    RuthAnne Visnauskas, Commissioner, HPD 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Relatives of a deaf 
Flushing man who died of 
cancer in April 2013 are su-
ing three Long Island medi-
cal facilities for not provid-
ing him with sign language 
interpreters.

The communication 
between Alfred Weinrib, 
82, and medical staff was 
so bad he was completely 
unaware he even had 
cancer during his seven-
month stay at Winthrop 
University Hospital, Good 
Samaritan Hospital Medi-
cal Center and the Gurwin 
Jewish Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center, the law-
suit claimed.

Lance and Melinda 
Weinrib, his son and daugh-
ter who filed the lawsuit 
and are also deaf, alleged 
they also did not know their 
father’s diagnosis before he 
died, as the hospital had not 
communicated it to them.

“We cannot comment 

on any pending lawsuits,” 
said Ed Keating, spokes-
man for Winthrop Univer-
sity Hospital in Mineola.

Theresa Jacobel-
lis, spokeswoman for the 
Good Samaritan Hospital, 
in West Islip, L.I., said the 
medical center does not 
comment on ongoing litiga-
tion.

“Hospital policy is to 
offer sign language inter-
pretation to communicate 
with all hearing-impaired 
patients. Interpretation 
may be provided via video 
service or live interpreters 
depending upon the pa-
tient’s preference,” she said 
in a statement.

A spokeswoman for 
the Gurwin Jewish Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter, in Commack, L.I., said 
the facility had not been 
served yet.

“However, like all 
health care providers, due 
to HIPAA regulations we 
are never able to comment 

on any information regard-
ing current or former resi-
dents at our center,” she 
said.

Weinrib’s medical 
treatment first started 
in September 2012 when 
he experienced a seizure, 

the lawsuit said. He then 
spent time in each facility 
depending on his medical 
needs at the time.

He quickly fell into 
depression and “endured a 
significant amount of pain, 
suffering, and emotional 

distress directly due to the 
denial of effective commu-
nication,” according to the 
suit filed in the Eastern 
District in Long Island.

In one instance, Wein-
rib was unable to commu-
nicate to a nurse that he 
needed to use the bathroom 
and wrapped a call bell 
cord around his neck to 
get the staff’s attention, the 
lawsuit said.

The lawsuit also 
claimed Weinrib and his 
relatives made many re-
quests for a qualified sign 
language interpreter, but 
one was rarely provided.

“Diagnosis and treat-
ment options were not ex-
plained in a meaningful 
way to Alfred Weinrib or 
his family,” the lawsuit 
said. “Procedures were per-
formed without the aid of a 
qualified sign language in-
terpreter and without fully 
and clearly explaining to 
Alfred Weinrib the risks 
and benefits of those proce-

dures being performed.”
The suit alleged Wein-

rib’s human rights were 
violated when he was rou-
tinely denied an interpret-
er and seeks a court order 
requiring the three Long 
Island facilities to provide 
them.

Eric Baum, an attor-
ney representing the Wein-
ribs, said the suit does not 
seek a specific amount of 
monetary damages.

“The jury will deter-
mine what is reasonable 
under the circumstances,” 
Baum said.

The Weinribs said they 
will forever be traumatized 
by the experience of watch-
ing their father suffer due 
to a lack of effective com-
munication while trying to 
deal with the Long Island 
medical facilities.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Alfred Weinrib (c.) is surrounded by his daughter Melinda (l.) and 
son Lance (r.). The family has launched a lawsuit against a hospital 
after they said their deaf father was not provided a sign language 
interpreter. Photo courtesy Weinrib family

Family of deaf Flushing man sues hospitals

Our Technicians  

Are Proven Pros  

With Certification  

From ASE And  

N.Y. State  

Recognized

NYS 

INSPECTION 

STATION

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto  

Repair Service Station  

Please Call  

The BBB (212) 533-6200  
MEMBER OF  

BETTER  

BUSINESS  

BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

WINTER SPECIAL BRAKE SERVICE 
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

New Anti-Freeze

Battery
Pads or Reline Shoes

Dex Cool Anti-Freeze Add $10.00

Only  

$24
Reg. $29.95

$79 $99
$49

Dex-Cool 
Add $10

Most Foreign &  
Domestic Cars  
Includes:   
IO Point Safety  
Check and Up To 5  
Quarts Motor Oil

Rotate tires 
$10.00  extra

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 3.21.14

$20  
Additional For  
Semi-Metallic

TONY PANVINI,
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 3.21.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 3.21.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 3.21.14

Serving 
Bayside  
For Over 
25 Years
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) is calling for an 
extension to Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s proposed renters’ 
tax relief that would al-
low owners of small homes 
within New York City to be 
included in the tax credits.

Avella announced at 
a Feb. 12 news conference 
that he has introduced leg-
islation that would extend 
the tax rebates to city resi-
dents who own and reside 
in a home that has three 
family residences or fewer. 
The bill also includes own-
ers of co-ops and condomin-
iums.

Cuomo’s original legis-
lation, introduced in Janu-
ary, calls for more than $400 
million in tax credits for 
2.6 million state residents, 
including city dwellers, 
who rent their households 
and earn less than $100,000 
in annual income. The bill 
would give renters a re-
fundable personal income 
tax credit that increases 
based on family size.

Avella said he pro-
posed the legislation in re-
sponse to New York City’s 
property owners constant-
ly being left out of state tax 

breaks because the city is 
home to more than 1 mil-
lion people.

“The city has been hit 
with increasing taxes each 
year and it’s hit the hardest 
on owners of one-to-three-
family households,” he 
said. “Co-ops and condos 
have to be treated the same 
as everyone else. It’s unfair 
to not give the same tax 
breaks to small property 
owners and it’s about time 
they got one.”

Avella was joined at the 
conference by several lead-
ers of civic groups across 
Queens who backed him in 
saying that city property 
taxes have left many fami-
lies struggling to get by. 
Some said their taxes have 
tripled since they bought 
their homes and called the 
increases “crippling,” leav-
ing them wondering if they 
can continue to live in New 
York.

Civic leaders also la-
mented the fact that ris-
ing taxes driving people 
out of the area are causing 
their property values to de-
crease, but the decline has 
not been halted the climb-
ing taxes.

“It’s making afford-
able homes unaffordable,” 

said Bob Friedrich, presi-
dent of the Glen Oaks Vil-
lage co-op. “A two-bedroom 
co-op in my neighborhood 
pays more taxes than the 
mayor’s house. That doesn’t 
make sense and it needs to 
change.”

Avella said he has brief-
ly begun discussing the bill 
with his colleagues in the 
Senate and hopes it will 
gain the support it needs. 
With state budget deadlines  
quickly approaching, he 
said if the bill does not pass 
in a timely manner, he will 
introduce a hostile amend-
ment on the Senate floor, 
requiring senators to vote 
on it immediately.

Avella said his legis-
lation is an extension of 
Cuomo’s bill rather than its 
own piece, and if the legis-
lation were to pass, it would 
go into effect at the same 
time as Cuomo’s proposal. 

“It’s about fairness,” 
Avella said. “If the gov-
ernor really wants to do 
something to help us, this 
is the way to do it.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) speaks at a news conference Feb. 12 to announce legislation that 
would provide tax credits for small homeowners in New York City. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Avella calls for tax relief 
for Queens homeowners

MAKE SURE THE REST 

OF YOUR LIFE IS THE 

BEST OF YOUR LIFE.

 2.25% APY*

5, 6, or 7 Year IRA CD

3 Year Bump Up IRA CD**

 1.35% APY*

Open an IRA today. Deposit $2,000 or more and receive 
a free luggage tag or 100 Ridgewood Reward points.†

Bring this ad to one of our branches and you could 
win a $500 JetBlue gift card.***

*  Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective January 27, 2014 and are subject to change without notice. Minimum deposit is $500. There is
 a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for  premature withdrawals. FDIC regulations apply.**  You have the one-time option, at any time during 
the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term.† Limit 
one gift per IRA account holder. Offer available for new IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2014. Minimum deposit to qualify 
for gift is $2,000 and CD term must be at least one year. The bank reserves the right to substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Check 
www.RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection.*** Odds of winning depend upon number of entries. You do not need to be a bank 
customer to enter. Must be 18 years old or older to participate. One entry per person during the contest period (February 12 - April 15, 2014) is 
permitted. Drawing will take place on May 1, 2014. Entrants need not be present to win. No purchase necessary to win; entry forms are available 
at any Ridgewood Savings Bank branch and are available during normal branch hours. To enter by mail, write name, address and phone number 
on a 3”x 5” index card and mail to: Marketing Department, Ridgewood Savings Bank, 71-02 Forest Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385. Mailed entries 
must be received by 12pm on April 15, 2014. Employees, Trustees and agents of Ridgewood Savings Bank, their immediate families and those 
living in the same household of any of the aforementioned individuals are not eligible to participate. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. BXT

“This entire plan in-
volves a number of physical 
and material measures, but 

it’s about much more than 
speed bumps and the issu-
ing of violations,” he said. 
“It’s also about all of us tak-
ing greater responsibility 
every time we get behind 
the wheel and every time 

we step into the street.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 5 

De Blasio
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BTIS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The Madelaine Choco-
late Co. served up a bitter 
batch when it placed its 
5.4-acre Rockaway Beach 
complex on the market this 
year.

Despite receiving some 
$20 million in assistance 
from government agencies 
while recovering from Su-
perstorm Sandy, Madelaine 
CEO and co-owner Jorge 
Farber said the chocolatier 
had not recovered.

Farber said the com-
pany, once Rockaway’s 
largest employer, had only 
managed to rehabilitate 
about half of the plant since 
Sandy struck in October 
2012. He said it was not eco-
nomical for the chocolatier 
to own the entire property 
and therefore it was consid-
ering selling its four build-
ings, relocating anywhere 
or holding onto a portion of 
the plant.

“I live just 3 miles from 
here, so this has always 
been our neighborhood and 
it’s a painful decision to 
make,” Farber said. “The 
business is viable, but it’s 
not sufficient to support the 
facility.”

The candy company 
has enlisted the real estate 
firm CBRE in marketing 
its four lots, between Beach 
98th Street, Cross Bay Park-
way, Beach Channel Drive 
and the Rockaway Free-
way. A brochure published 
by CBRE notes that the four 
buildings collectively of-
fer 201,474 square feet that 
could be transformed into 
multi-family residences, 
retail space or a mixed-use 
development.

Sandy inundated 
manufacturer with 3 1/2-
foot waves in October 2012. 
Madelaine temporarily 
shut down and estimated 
the storm left it with $50 
million in damages, Farber 
said.

In October, the com-
pany partially reopened, 
running one of its 14 mold 
lines and gradually hiring 

back about 175 of its 450 em-
ployees, Farber said.

Several government 
agencies and a $250,000 
check from National Grid 
contributed to the compa-
ny’s comeback.

Empire State Develop-
ment granted Madelaine 
$6.9 million in tax credits 
for working to keep jobs 
in the state, Cuomo an-
nounced last fall.

The New York City 
Industrial Development 
Agency gave the chocolatier 
a three-month reprieve in 
January 2013 on a $155,000 
payment it owed the agency 
in lieu of taxes for the con-
struction of its factory.

The IDA accepted Mad-
elaine into its Industrial In-
centive Program to prevent 
the growing company from 
leaving the city in 1997. 
Under the IDA initiative, 
Madelaine entered a long-
term arrangement with the 
agency, where the chocolat-
ier leased its property to the 
IDA, which in turn leased it 
back to the candy company 
so Madelaine could reap ex-
emptions from sales, mort-
gage recording and prop-
erty taxes.

As of Jan. 31, 2013 the 
IDA had offered Madelaine 
$442,000 in benefits under 
an agreement slated to end 
July 2027, according to the 
IDA’s most recent annual 
investment projects report.

But nothing in the deal 

obligates Madelaine to stay 
at the foot of the Cross Bay 
Bridge.

The U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration also 
stepped in last June, offer-
ing Madelaine a $12,901,700 
loan. Part of the funding 
was expected to help pay 
the candy company’s mort-
gage with Gerber Finance 
Inc., according to property 
records.

Similarly, the loan 
does not bind the chocolate 
company to Rockaway, but 
if Madelaine sold its prop-
erty, SBA spokeswoman 
Carol Chastang said pro-
ceeds from the transaction 
would have to go toward 
paying off the loan because 
it was secured with a lien 
on the buildings.

State Assemblyman 
Phillip Goldfeder (D-
Rockaway Park) said the 
$20 million should com-
pel Madelaine to remain 
in Rockaway, and that if 
the company relocated, it 
would not be for lack of as-
sistance.

“It should have been 
enough to keep them in the 
neighborhood or looking in 
the neighborhood,” he said. 
“It would be a tragic loss if 
they left.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Madelaine Chocolate Co. owners are considering downsizing the 
Rockaway Beach plant or relocating.

Madelaine may leave 
Far Rockaway factory  
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Post-Sandy fallen Shady 
Park trees have undergone 
a metamorphosis, becoming 
hand-carved wooden toys and 
puzzles that put smiles on kids’ 
faces.

Milan Uherik is originally 
from Slovakia and has lived in 
Long Island City for 26 years. 
He and his wife Jarka, who 
is from the Czech Republic, 
opened their gift store, Slovak-
Czech Varieties on Jackson Av-
enue, about 10 years ago. They 
offer a selection of imported 
goods, such as sweets, maga-
zines, books and Bohemian 
glass. 

Recently, customers have 
fallen in love with Uherik’s 

special collection of charming, 
old-fashioned-looking Wooden 
Heart Treasure toys on display 
in his shop.  Each toy on wheels 

is painstakingly crafted to look 
like a different animal and is 
adorned with a pink heart in 
the middle — in memory of a 

beloved park.
Uherik says he will never 

forget the day he watched sev-
ered trunks from Andrews 
Grove Park’s once regal trees 
being hauled away, after Sandy 
leveled the popular 49th Av-
enue playground.  For years, it 
was his family’s and his neigh-
bors’ favorite green space.

“My daughter played in 
the park every day, when she 
was little. She is now 27 years 
old,” he said. Then his son, now 
7, played there, and still does.

When the storm hit in Oc-
tober 2012, most of LIC was un-
der water. 

“That night I walked by 
the park to see how far the wa-
ter was by my shop, and the 
trees were standing; on my 
way back — about 30 minutes 
later — they were knocked 
down. I could not believe it,” 
Uherik said.

Then as workers started 
the massive cleanup project, 

Uherik had the seed of an idea.  
“When they started to 

clean the park, I thought to 
save a couple of trunks and 
make something from them, 
but in the beginning I wasn’t 
sure exactly what,” he said. 
”It was something spontane-
ous that I thought of, since the 
trees and the park have been 
with us for so long and we have 
so many memories from there, 
and now it was gone.

“In the beginning, I cut 
the trunks into smaller pieces 
and dried them over the winter, 
and in the meantime I bounced 
from idea to idea and started 
to do some samples. I adjusted 
the size and discussed the idea 
with friends and kids.”

It depends on the toy 
— and Uhreik even accepts 
special orders — but it takes 
anywhere from 30 minutes to 
1 1/2 hours to make each one. 
Creations range in price from 

beloved park.
Uh ik h ill

Uherik had the seed of an idea.  
“Wh th t t d t

Continued on Page 40

From his Jackson Avenue gift shop, Milan Uherik 
carves playthings out of fallen Shady Park trees

creates 

 TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

Long Island City toy maker 

out of Sandy’s wrath

Milan Uherik uses wood from fallen trees from Shady Park to carve hand-
made toys, like this wooden swan. He and his wife sell the creations at 
their Long Island City shop. Photos courtesy Milan Uherik
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #79 Hard #79

W
eek 35

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli 

& fresh mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed 

w/ mushrooms, peas & asparagus 
in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers 

in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, 

peas & prosciutto 
in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter 

& lemon sauce)
No Substitutions or Takeouts

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

EVENTS

Live From the POEMobile — 
Performances by Korean poets 
with traditional music and 
dance.
When: Sunday, Feb. 23, 6:30 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700, ext. 
222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

TALK

Abraham Lincoln — Robert 
Costello presents an interactive 
performance of the 16th 
president. He dresses like 
Lincoln, recites speeches from 
the man and interacts with the 
audience. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 22, 2 pm 
to 4 pm
Where: Flushing House, 38-20 

Bowne St., Flushing
Cost: Free, but call to reserve 
a seat
Contact: (718) 762-3198, ext. 
3014

Anne Hosansky — The author 
will discuss her new book, “Ten 
Women of Valor,” focusing on 
the story of Esther. The Bayside 
Jewish Center Sisterhood 
sponsors this program. 
Refreshments will be available.
When: Monday, March 17, 3 pm
Where: Bayside Jewish Center, 
203-05 32nd Ave., Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-7900

FILM

See It Big! Musicals — The 
Museum of the Moving Image 
turns its attention to movie 
musicals on the big screen. 
When: Through Feb. 28
Where: The Museum of the 

Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria
Cost: Screenings free with 
museum admission — $12/
adults, $9/seniors and students, 
$6/children 3 to 12
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

MUSIC

The Jazz Age & The 
Charleston: 1920s Speakeasy 
Music — Vocalist Barbara 
Rosene, backed up her 
musicians, transport you back 
to the 1920s. 
When: Friday, Feb. 21, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $15/general admission, 
$10/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700, ext. 
222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

13 Moons — GrayHawk Perkins, 
a Native American from the 
Choctaw and Houma tribes 
joins France-based Mezcal 
Jazz Unit to perform a blend of 
blues, folk and jazz mixed with 
tribal rhythms, language and 
storytelling.
When: Friday, Feb. 28, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-

Continued on Page 40
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THE CLINTON RESTAURANT

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4571 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

SERVING: Steak  Chicken  Veal
Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

OPEN AT NOON 7 DAYS A WEEK

Babich Family Owned 
Since 1939

H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

IN OUR 75TH YEAR!

BY MERLE EXIT

Steinway is synonymous 
with the grandest of pianos and 
its factory, Steinway & Sons, 
helped to put Astoria on the map. 

Jazz great Duke Ellington 
was known for performing on a 
Steinway grand piano. 

Even today, Jazz at Lincoln 
Center All Stars, a 17-piece or-
chestra hand-picked by Wynton 
Marsalis, utilizes a Steinway both 
at Lincoln Center as well as in its 
collaboration on the new Broad-
way show, “After Midnight.” The 
musical celebrates Ellington’s 
years at the Cotton Club using his 
original arrangement. The time-
less tunes are set against a narra-
tive of Langston Hughes poetry. 

In fact, the Langston Hughes 
Community Library and Culture 
Center in Corona is on another 
map: the Queens Jazz Trail.  

Created by the Flushing 
Council on Culture and the Arts, 

the map depicts locations around 
the borough linked to some of the 
music genres biggest stars. 

“The history of jazz is asso-
ciated with many cities, districts 
and streets. There is New Orleans’ 
Basin Street, Memphis’ Beale 
Street, the Southside of Chicago, 
Kansas City, Harlem, Greenwich 
Village and many others,” Marc 
H. Miller, projector director of 
the Jazz Trail’s map, wrote in a 
history about the map’s creation. 
“One place though conspicuously 
absent in most accounts of jazz 
history, despite its many links to 
the music, is New York City’s bor-
ough of Queens. 

“It will come as a surprise to 
most that since the 1920s, Queens 
has been the home of jazz, the 
residence of choice for hundreds 
of jazz musicians, including such 
all-time notables as Louis Arm-
strong, Fats Waller, Billie Holi-
day, Ella Fitzgerald and Dizzy 
Gillespie.” 

The Queens Jazz Trial spot-
lights what appears to be a ne-
glected history that began in 
1923 when music publisher and 

entrepreneur Clarence Williams 
and his wife, singer Eva Taylor, 
purchased a home as well as eight 
lots along 108th Avenue in what 

was “rural Jamaica.”  
It was not long after that 

the open spaces of Jamaica, St. 
Albans, Hollis and neighboring 
towns became home for other mu-
sicians like piano player James 
P. Johnson and composer Perry 
Bradford.  

With the growth and popu-
larity of jazz in the 1940s and 
1950s, more musicians purchased 
homes, especially in the small 
community of Addisleigh Park in 
St. Albans. Its long list of famous 
residents included Fats Waller, 
Count Basie, Lena Horne, Ella 
Fitzgerald and Mercer Ellington, 
Duke’s son.

Miller includes quotes from 
jazz musicians about their lives 
in Queens. 

“In no time at all we had as-
sembled the greatest community 
of black people in the country 
outside Harlem,” saxophonist Il-
linois Jacquet said about St. Al-

Ellington’s tune could be dubbed take the J train
The Flushing Council on the Arts explores borough’s rich musical history with its Queens Jazz Trail

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

The Flushing Council on the Culture and the Arts produced this map highlighting 
locations around Queens linked to the borough’s jazz scene. Photo by Merle Exit

Continued on Page 40
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Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner and 

the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

WE NOW OFFER

Free Delivery

FEBRUARY SPECIAL
$9.99

(no substitutions, toppings extra)

FOR DELIVERY ONLY

We deliver Tuesday – Sunday, 5pm – 9:30pm
Friday & Saturday: Pizza Only

T H U R S DAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PIZZERIA

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Although he spends 
his days snorting cocaine, 
smoking marijuana and 
guzzling alcohol, Holly-
wood casting director Ed-
die draws the line when it 
comes to drinking coffee. 

“Caffeine is [expletive 
deleted] poison,” he tells 
his roommate Micky, right 
before inhaling another 
line of narcotic powder. 

Welcome to playwright 
David Rabe’s Los Angeles 
in the mid-1980s and his 
black comedy “Hurlyburly” 
now at the Chain Theatre in 
Long Island City through 
March 1. 

Eddie, played by a de-
lightfully manic yet not-
over-the-top Kirk Gostkows-
ki, and his three friends, 
Deven Anderson’s Micky, 
Brandon Scott Hughes’ Phil 
and Chris Harcum’s Artie, 
drink, take drugs, sleep 
with any available woman 

and exist in a hazy realm 
somewhere between reality 
and illusion. 

These four characters 
are not nice guys. 

Eddie lies more often 
than he tells the truth and 
even acknowledges this 
trait has potentially dam-
aging outcomes for every-
one, himself included. 

“Yeah, I lie to myself,” 
Eddie says to Artie. “I’m 
very good at it. And, I’m re-
ally gullible.”

Phil struggles with 
violent outbursts that lead 
to battering his wife and 
throwing another woman 
out of a moving vehicle. 
Micky, who is playing hooky 
from his wife and children, 
manages to weasel in on 
Eddie’s new girlfriend, 
then once his conquest is 
complete, tosses her back to 
his roommate. And Artie, 
who is more sad sack than 
sociopath, nevertheless de-
livers a very young woman 

he picked up hitchhiking to 
Eddie and Micky as a gift. 
“Do you want her?” he asks 
the two. 

These four men main-
tain the most feeble grasps 
on reality — they can’t 
even be bothered to have 
real conversations with 
each other as their speech 
is peppered with shortcut 

phrases like “blah, blah, 
blah,” and “rappa-tat-tat.” 
Working in the movie in-
dustry doesn’t help ground 
them either. 

Eddie’s friends seem 
content to continue in their 
current states, but slowly 
he begins to realize there 
actually may be more to 
life than immediate grati-

fications. 
As Eddie, Gostkowski 

portrays an egotist who 
suddenly begins to show 
cracks in his self-delusional 
armor. Eddie is desperate 
for any meaning in life — to 
the point that he constantly 
races to the dictionary to 
find the defined meanings 
of words that crop up in 
his and his friends’ speech.  
Gostkowski delivers a real-
istic performance that cap-
tures the essence of Eddie’s 
personal crisis with all its 
highs and lows. Eddie is 
confused, angry, hurt and 
depressed — sometimes all 
at once — and Gostkowski 
makes it all very believ-
able. 

Hughes also brings a 
sense of desperate urgency 
to lost soul Phil. A former 
convict, who is attempting 
to break into the movie 
business, Phil has no idea 
what he should be doing. 
He acts without thinking, 

like striking his unseen 
wife and throwing Bonnie, 
a stripper Eddie procures 
for him, out of her own car 
while he is driving. Phil re-
grets these horrific actions, 
but continues to commit 
them. 

Actually, the after-
math of the car scene pro-
vides a glimpse into Rabe’s 
dark humor. 

Bonnie reappears at 
Eddie’s house with torn 
stockings, bloody knees 
and missing one shoe and 

Seven characters in search of happiness in LIC
Variations Theatre Group produces darkly comic take on David Rabe’s ‘Hurlyburly’ at Chain Theatre

IF YOU GO
“Hurlyburly”

When: Through March 1
Where: The Chain Theatre, 
21-28 45th Road, Long 
Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-
theatre.org

Continued on Page 40

Brandon Scott Hughes (l.) plays Phil and Kirk Gostkowski is Eddie 
in David Rabe’s play “Hurlyburly,” now at the Chain Theatre in Long 
Island City, Photo courtesy Abi Classey
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39Flushing eatery serves up insane mix of tastes
Crazy Crab offers seafood specialities along with unusual dishes from Burmese owners’ homeland

PRODUCTIONS

“The Unlikely Ascent of 
Sybil Stevens” — New Voices 
Projects presents the world 
premiere of this play about a 
fl ight attendant, who is the sole 
survivor of a plane crash. 
When: Through Feb. 23
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Hurlyburly” — David Rabe’s 
comedy focuses on four men 
caught up in the hedonistic 
lifestyle of mid-1980s 
Hollywood.
When: Through March 1, 
Tuesday to Saturday at 7 pm, 
Saturday and Sunday at 2 pm
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.
org

“The Uninvited” — This 

supernatural thriller, presented 
by the Parkside Players, centers 
on a charming house in England 
with a dark secret.
When: Through March 1; Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors, 
$10/children
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

“Richard III” — The Queens 
Players infuse a punk sensibility 
into Shakespeare’s drama, 
now set in 1980s punk clubs in 
England. 
When: Feb. 27 to March 15

Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Anything Goes” — Theatre by 
the Bay presents Cole Porter’s 
musical-comedy set aboard a 
ocean liner from New York to 
London includes the classic 
songs “You’re the Top,” “I Get a 
Kick Out of You” and “Anything 
Goes.”
When: March 1 to March 16, 
Saturdays at 8 pm (no show 
March 15) and Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors 

and children
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

“Hairspray” — The recent 
smash Broadway hit musical, 
staged by the Marathon Little 
Theatre Group, revolves around 
perky Tracy Turnblad’s push 
to integrate a 1960s TV dance 
show in Baltimore, and to fi nd 
love along the way. 
When: March 1 to March 16, 
Saturdays at 8:30 pm (no show 
March 15), Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Marathon Jewish 
Center, 245-67 60th Ave., 
Douglaston
Cost: $18/adults, $16/seniors 
and children under 13

Contact: (718) 229-4644

“Nunsense The Mega-
Musical” — In this reboot of the 
original Off-Broadway smash, 
the Little Sisters of Hoboken 
put on a variety show to raise 
money.
When: Saturday, March 8 to 
Sunday, March 16, Friday at 
8 pm, Saturday at 8 pm and 
Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater 
at St. Margaret Parish, 66-05 
79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, 
$12/children 11 and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

BY SUZANNE PARKER

If you’re a gastronome, 
always on the lookout for 
the next new taste thrill, 
Crazy Crab ought to be on 
your list. 

The Burmese owners 
specialize in seafood and 
an ad hoc conglomeration 
of Burmese, Southeast 
Asian and Yunnanese Chi-
nese fare.

I saw no reason to 
question the sanity of the 
management or the crabs, 
so perhaps the “crazy” 
appellation refers to the 
décor, which is a random 
collection of artifacts that 
range from Asian handi-
crafts to a “welcome” sign 
spelled out in horseshoes 
with a six shooter super-
imposed, a “never trust a 
skinny chef” bas relief and 
an aggressively iridescent 
map of Mexico. 

Or maybe it’s the 
unique style of consump-
tion. Signs implore you to 
eat with your hands. Upon 
ordering, a server ties a 
plastic bib around your 
neck and hands you plastic 
gloves, like the deli man is 
supposed to wear. Seafood 
is presented in disposable 
aluminum pans lined with 
plastic bags. Plastic plates, 
paper napkins, and replace-
ment plastic gloves are gen-
erously dispensed.

I wasn’t crazy about 
the crab. We ordered king 

crab legs, the most expen-
sive item on the menu. It 
was reminiscent of the crab 
claws they put on sale at the 
seafood counter of my local 
supermarket every so often. 
Meh. The sauce was great, 
though. There is a choice of 
sauces: Cajun, garlic butter, 
or lemon pepper. 

We were encour-
aged to order a blend of all 
three, and magically, all 
of the conflicting essences 
seemed to harmonize. The 
crab served mainly as a ve-
hicle to collect the delicious 
sauce.

With all the other 
delights awaiting us, it 
seemed like too much 
trouble too peel the fully 

intact shrimp immersed 
in a plastic bag of sauce. 
The plastic gloves made the 
task even more daunting. 
We discreetly took them “to 
go” and peeled them in our 
own sink for lunch the next 
day. Peeled, returned to 
the sauce, and nuked, they 
were wonderful. If only 
they weren’t so much work 
when served intact.

Everything arrived 
at our table more or less 
simultaneously. It was a 
dilemma deciding whether 
to remove our gloves to use 
utensils, and then replace 
them when returning to 
the seafood, or to just leave 
them on. In the end, we 
wound up grabbing hand-

fuls of dishes we otherwise 
would never have dreamed 
of eating with our hands. 
Everything but the soup 
became finger food.

Speaking of soup, Yun-
nan rice noodle soup with 
vegetables, a daily special 
deviating slightly from the 
menu version with pork, 
was a symphony of all the 
flavors of Southeast Asia. 
It was redolent of cilantro, 
lemon grass and curry, 
with a pleasant tartness, 
and not overly spicy. A pal-
ate pleaser in every way.

Burmese tea salad is a 
classic of that country that 
is getting the most buzz for 
this eatery. It is a glorious 
mishmash of salty, fishy, 

garlicky, peanutty, flavors 
with a hot chili kick. Try-
ing to deconstruct it is 
hopeless, but we’re pret-
ty sure of fermented tea 
leaves, chopped peanuts, 
cilantro, cabbage, shrimp 
paste and beans. Yunnan 
pork salad had that citrusy 
sweetness often found in 
Thai dishes. The pork itself 

was sliced paper thin and 
had a slightly leathery tex-
ture and sported two rows 
of black dots. When we 
asked the server what part 
of the pig it came from, he 
referred us to the chef who 
came out from the kitchen, 
and pointed to the back of 
her shoulder. I don’t think 
so, but it was sooo tasty.

Three vegetable dishes 
we tried were all winners. 
Burmese fried cucumbers 
were more like zucchini 
tempura with a Burmese 
dipping sauce. Fried Yun-
nan yellow tofu was simi-
larly tempura-like, but 
made of strips of yellow 
tofu. Yellow tofu differs 
from regular tofu by being 
made of yellow lentils rath-
er than soy beans. It has 
little flavor, but a slightly 
different texture. Okra be-
lacun (spicy shrimp paste) 
was so good that it even 
passed muster with my 
okra-adverse husband. Dry 
frying dissipated the slimi-
ness that some people find 
objectionable in okra.

The Bottom Line
If you’re looking for 

something exotic and deli-
cious, and don’t mind less 
than elegant surroundings, 
this is your kind of place. 
The staff is helpful and at-
tentive and do everything 
that they can to make you 
comfortable. 

The Burmese tea salad, a speciality at Crazy Crab, includes fermented tea leaves, peanuts, cilantro and 
shrimp paste among its ingredients. Photo by Suzanne Parker

DINING OUT IF YOU GO
Crazy Crab

40-42 College Point Blvd. 
(between 40th Road and 
41st Avenue), Flushing

(718) 353-8188
(718) 838-8538 

www.crazycrabny.com
Price Range: Various 

seafoods by the pound: 
$8.88—23.99, Other dishes: 

$6.99—16.99
Cuisine: Seafood, Burmese, 

eclectic Asian
Setting: A small jumble of 

infl uences
Service: Helpful and 

attentive
Hours: Breakfast, lunch and 

dinner seven days
Reservations: Optional

Alcohol: Beer
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes
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Across
1. Links rental
5. AOL activities
10. Shiny on top?
14. Defendant's part of the 
bargain?
15. Place for a fast buck
16. Apple spray
17. Colorful entree
20. "Sesame Street" 
character, with "The"
21. Deadly meetings?
22. Blacken, in a way
25. Saxophonist's supply
26. New Zealand tribesman
30. Paul and Carly
33. Pertaining to base 8
34. Store safely
35. Fordham mascot
38. Valerie Jarrett & others
42. "Hold on a ___!"
43. Smell -- (be suspicious)
44. "Horrible" Viking
45. Apothecary tool
47. Rehab candidates
48. Picture book?
51. Bed board
53. Mexican menu choice
56. I.V. league member?
60. High level investigation 
group
64. "I cannot tell ___"
65. One who cries "Uncle!"?
66. Game piece
67. 1040 IDs
68. Alcohol burners
69. Religious statue locale

ALL LEVELS OF ENFORCMENTCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
February 21-27, 2014

By Ed Canty

Old Glory

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

T S A R R E D O A C I D
R E N O U T I C A S O L O
A N N A B A S T E I N K S
C O U N T Y S H E R I F F
E R A S E R T I N I S M
S A L L E F T A C A D I A

F E D E R A L A G E N T
U S T A A I L E D G E
S T A T E T R O O P E R
M A K E D O S T E P A S S
A R E I N S R I D D L E

C I T Y P O L I C E M A N
G L A D A R T O O P I T S
N E R O S A T E D T R E E
P E E L T O W S H E S S

Down
1. E.M.T.'s skill
2. Baldwin or Guinness
3. Start all over
4. No-no
5. Box
6. Babe
7. Infomercials, e.g.
8. Boston party drinks?
9. Loudness measure
10. Noble partner
11. "The Brady Bunch" 
housekeeper
12. Added punch to the punch?
13. Shift, e.g.
18. Store, as corn
19. Mend socks
23. Arrange
24. Ceremonial acts
26. Applies blades to blades
27. Advil target
28. Applying to ears
29. A mazing animal?

31. "The Producers" star Zero
32. Be outstanding?
35. Anger
36. Way, way off
37. G.M. and G.E.(e.g.)
39. Owns
40. "Hold your tongue"
41. Profs' helpers
45. Uses the blender
46. Prince of Persia?
48. Hebrew fathers
49. Quiet times
50. Bean Town skater
52. Queen ___ lace
54. Food sticker
55. Final notice
57. Pro ___
58. Sassy sort
59. Congers
61. Big name on the 
Thames?
62. Goose, in Spain or Italy
63. Acting Majors?

$6 up to $25.
Uherik has worked 

with wood his entire life 
so he likes carving them 
the old-school way, with a 
scroll saw.  It’s a real labor 
of love.

“It is amazing how this 
part of Long Island City is 
blooming and changing at 
rocket speed,” said Uher-
ik. “Twenty-six years ago 
Shady Park was the only 
park in the area. Then my 
son was born and we con-
tinued to go there even af-
ter the new buildings and 
new parks were built by the 
water, because of the shade 
the trees provided.” 

Even though it can 
take up to 15 years to get 
the leafy refuge back to its 
former glory, the park has 
been nearly restored to its 
community gem status, 
with 10 trees standing tall 

and honoring the canopied 
splendor of the eight that 
were lost but not forgot-
ten — through a collection 
of special wooden toys.  
Perhaps this is a subtle re-
minder that hope springs 
eternal, and like every 
cloud, certain storms do 

have a silver lining.

Slovak-Czech Varieties 
is located at 10-59 Jackson 
Ave. in Long Island City. 
For more information, con-
tact the store at (718) 752-
2093 or check out its website 
at www.slovczechvar.com.

proceeds to describe what 
had just occurred. 

“You must of done 
something,” Eddie says to 
her. 

“I smiled,” she replies. 
As Bonnie, Jacklyn 

Collier is the standout of 
the trio of women, includ-
ing Christina Elise Perry 
as Eddie’s new girlfriend 

Darlene, and Rachel Cora 
as the young hitchhiker 
Donna, who are used and 
abused by these men. 
Though to be fair, the other 
two actresses do a lot with 
a couple of underwritten 
parts. Bonnie may be a 
stripper, and available to 
provide sexual relief in a 
pinch, but at least she has 
no delusions about who 
she is or what she does. 

The guys blame their 
boorish behavior on des-

peration, something the 
four of them believe only 
they understand or even 
experience. 

Bonnie, however, 
calls that out for what it is: 
a self-delusional excuse to 
avoid dealing with life. 

It’s time for Eddie to 
stop living in La-la land 
and enter reality in all its 
ugliness and brutality. 

“This town is mean, 
despite the palm trees,” 
Bonnie tells Eddie.

bans’ Addisleigh Park. “We 
built a neighborhood to be 
proud of, a monument to 
black achievement.”

Many key players of 
“swing,” including Benny 
Goodman, Glenn Miller 
and Woody Herman, lived 
in the new apartment build-
ings of Jackson heights. 

Red Nichols and Red 
Norvo had houses in Forest 
Hills. Louis Armstrong pur-
chased a home in Corona in 

1943, which is now the Louis 
Armstrong House and Ar-
chives. Billie Holiday moved 
to Queens at end of the 1940s, 
living first in a house in Ad-
disleigh Park and later, in a 
modest second floor apart-
ment in the then new hous-
ing project of Parsons Gar-
dens in Flushing. 

Dizzy Gillespie also 
lived in Parsons Gardens, 
prior to purchasing a large 
brick building in Corona, 
a few blocks away from 
Armstrong. Let’s not forget 
Tony Bennett, born in Asto-
ria, who founded the Frank 

Sinatra School of Arts lo-
cated in his hometown. 

But it’s not just not 
residences included on the 
map. Besides the Langston 
Hughes center, other high-
lights include Carmichael’s 
Diner, the Black Spectrum 
Theatre Company and York 
College’s Black American 
Heritage Foundation Music 
History Archive, all located 
in Jamaica. 

Visitors can also con-
tact Flushing Town Hall at 
(718) 463-7700 to schedule an 
escorted tour of the Queens 
Jazz Trail. 

Hurly
Continued from Page 38

Toy maker creates
Continued from Page 35

Long Island City business owners Milan (l.) and Jarka Uherik sell 
toys made from trees destroyed in Superstorm Sandy. 

Photo courtesy Milan Uherik

Jazz trail
Continued from Page 37

35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $12/general admission, 
$10/members, $8/children, $6/
member children
Contact: (718) 463-7700, ext. 222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

DANCE

Valerie Green/Dance Entropy 
— In “Begin. Again” two 
premiere works, “Hinge” and 
“Womb” along with “Skimming 
the Surface: Fragments of 
Collective Unconscious” 
are infused with Green’s 
characteristic raw physicality 

mixed with human vulnerability. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 22, 8 pm 
and Sunday, Feb. 23, 2:30 pm
Where: La Guardia Performing 
Arts Center, Little Theater, 31-10 
Thomson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $15/advance, $20/at door, 
$10/students
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.
laguardiaperformingarts.org

Beginner Latin Dance Classes 
— Paul Ru Bao of Farrington 
Ballroom Dance School leads 
a series of fi ve classes — Cha 
Cha, Samba, Tango, Salsa and 
Merengue — for all ages and 
experience levels.
When: Free introductory event 
on Thursday, Feb. 27, 7 pm; 
Weekly classes begin March 6
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 

United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $10/single class with 
pre-registration, $15/single class 
drop-in rate, $45/all fi ve classes
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“The Best of Tango” — An 
evening dedicated to the sultry 
dance sets up shop for eight 
weeks in Sunnyside.
When: Through March 23, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $35/general admission, 
$32/seniors and students, $30/
Fridays only
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Arts
Continued from Page 36
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Add-Ons

Lunch Fare
�����

Specialty Cocktails

Brew Menu
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Add-Ons

Farm Fresh Organic Eggs & Such

���� �����������������

Benedicts

Country Morning

Kid ’s Menu

Price Fix  $24

$5$5$$5$5 $5$$5$ $4$4$4$44 $3$3$3$$3$3
$7$7$77$ $5$5$5$5$5$5$5$5$5 $3$3$3$33

$3$3$3$ $3$3$3$$ $3$3$33$
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, FEB. 21-27, 2014      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

43

BT

M E DICA L  R E S E A R C H  G U I DE

Volunteer for a paid clinical research study!

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A Queens Village man 
is facing up to three years 
in prison after he admitted 
to scamming more than 
$100,000 from the charity-
matching program offered 
to employees at the Long Is-
land Home Depot where he 
worked, the Nassau County 
district attorney said.

Alfred Williams, 57, 
pleaded guilty Tuesday 
to pocketing more than 
$111,000 by falsely report-
ing donations allegedly 
made by his co-workers at 
the Elmont Home Depot to 
the company’s one-to-one 
charitable matching pro-
gram, Nassau District At-
torney Kathleen Rice said.

“By using the good will 
of a charity foundation and 
in the name of a religious 
organization, Mr. Williams 
took advantage of the chari-
table spirit of good-hearted 
people for his personal fi-
nancial gain,” Rice said. 

“Crimes like these have a 
chilling effect on giving 
and make it more difficult 
for legitimate charities to 
ask for badly needed dona-
tions for worthy causes.”

Williams originally 
faced a potential sentence 
of up to 15 years behind 
bars when he was indicted 
in November on charges of 
grand larceny, attempted 
grand larceny and identity 
theft, but Rice said prosecu-
tors will recommend a sen-
tence of one to three years 
in jail plus restitution after 
he pleaded guilty to one 
count of grand larceny.

According to the pros-
ecutor’s office, Rice had 
been a Home Depot em-
ployee since 1991 and began 
working at the Elmont store 
in 2007, three years after he 
registered his nonprofit, 
Faith Without Walls Inter-
national Ministries.

Between 2009 and 2012, 
Williams falsely claimed 
more than 40 of his Home 

Depot co-workers donated 
to the charity, conning the 
Home Depot Foundation to 
write checks to Faith With-
out Walls totalling more 

than $111,000, Rice said.
The foundation’s pro-

gram matches employee 
donations to registered 
nonprofits on a dollar-to-

dollar basis up to $3,000 per 
calendar year.

The program prohibits 
charities run by employees 
from receiving funds, but 
Rice said Williams hid his 
association by purposely 
not listing himself as a 
contact for Faith Without 
Walls.

The Home Depot first 
became suspicious when 
an employee tried to make 
a donation to a different 
charity in December 2011 
and was told she had al-
ready reached her maxi-

mum amount for that year.
The company launched 

an investigation and for-
warded the case to Nassau 
County law enforcement of-
ficials. Home Depot’s probe 
found more than $57,000 in 
pending donations regis-
tered by Williams that had 
not been matched by the 
foundation.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

ALFRED WILLIAMS

Queens Village man pleads in charity scam: DA
Crimes like these have a chilling 

effect on giving and make it more 
diffi cult for legitimate charities to 
ask for badly needed donations for 

worthy causes.
Kathleen Rice

Nassau District Attorney
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Two years ago James Chen 
was struck by the fact there were 
few Flushing restaurants that of-
fered online ordering services.

Determined to fill this void, 
Chen started FlushingFood.com, 
a website that allows customers 
to order from Flushing’s plethora 
of restaurants from the comfort 
of their own couch.

“It doesn’t cost anything to 
generate new business,” Chen 
said. “The best part of it is that 
it’s free advertising. People will 
find out there are new restau-
rants.”

It costs nothing for restau-
rants to sign up for the service 
and the website handles all credit 
card fees. The only cost the ser-
vice poses for restaurants is a 15 
percent fee for each delivery.

Chen maintains the differ-
ence between his website and 
other online restaurant services, 
like grubhub.com, is that his pro-
vides restaurants with delivery 
drivers. Some restaurants that 
are signed up with FlushingFood.
com and more established web-
sites have told Chen his website 
has generated more business for 
them.

“It’s a different format and 
it’s a niche market here,” Chen 
said.

FlushingFood.com has seven 
drivers who deliver throughout 

Flushing, College Point and some 
parts of Whitestone.

The website has a $10 mini-
mum order on deliveries and cur-
rently has 45 restaurants listed.

FlushingFood.com also pro-
vides restaurants, many of which 
do not have their own websites, 
an online platform to advertise 
on.

Chen said the website has 
also generated business for res-
taurants by helping them tap 

into younger generations.
“Roughly 80 percent of our 

customers are 35 and younger,” 
Chen said. “It’s hard to reach out 
to them in traditional ways, so 
we reach out to them online.”

The website has applications 
for both iPhone and Android 
smartphones.

A large majority of the res-
taurants listed on the website are 
Asian, but there also a few Amer-
ican chains such as Subway and 

Five Guys Burgers and Fries that 
have signed up.

Chen, who has lived in 
Flushing for 20 years and is orig-
inally from Taiwan, operates the 
website out of his printing busi-
ness, GW Printing, in downtown 
Flushing.

The website launched in 
September and has seen an in-
crease in business every month, 
Chen said.

He said he hopes to have 100 

to 150 restaurants signed up for 
the service by the website’s first 
anniversary.

“The restaurants that start-
ed with us are very happy with 
the business generated through 
our website,” Chen said. “It’s 
helping their business signifi-
cantly.”

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

FlushingFood.com reaches younger generations
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Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,
New York
Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952
Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

MARKSMEN TEAM SPORTS
65 years of providing safe, established youth sports programs 

to the children of northeast Queens and beyond.

Register online at www.dacsports.com.  All major credit cards accepted
Online Baseball Registration Ends April 3rd

Accepting In-House 
Registration at the  

following gym location
(See person at scorer’s table)

JHS 194  
William H Carr School

Tuesdays & Thursdays 7pm-9pm  
Saturdays 9am-12pm

CLUBHOUSE  
REGISTRATION
Spring Baseball, Summer Travel Baseball, 

Summer Basketball & NFL Flag Football

In-House Registration  
Wednesday Nights,  

February thru March 7pm-9pm

Baseball Registration
Spring 2014 Season for all players 4-15 years old

Follow us on Facebook        and Twitter       “DAC Athletic Club”   
Have a question? Need additional information? Email bbdacsports@aol.com

                       

Tel: 347–252–1154

DAC

cumstances surrounding six inci-
dents cited in the lawsuit.

Of the six plaintiffs, one is 
from Queens.

Wendy Garcia, a 33-year-old 
woman originally from Guatema-
la who is no relation to Deisy Gar-
cia, alleges in the suit she called 
911 after her boyfriend pushed 
her and slammed a door on her, 
injuring her elbow and foot. 

Four officers - none of whom 
spoke Spanish - were sent to 
where she lived in Richmond 
Hill, but she was unable to com-
municate what happened to her, 
and police allegedly wrote up a 
report after speaking solely with 
her boyfriend, the suit alleges.

Garcia believed one officer 
allegedly threatened to arrest her 
if she called 911 again, the lawsuit 
says.

Josephson contended the un-
availability of interpreters is a 
recurrent issue. 

“All of our clients made it 
clear that what they primarily 
want from the police is an injunc-
tion that makes sure what hap-
pens to them doesn’t happen to 
anyone else,” Josephson said.

Deisy Garcia, a native of 

Guatemala, filled out a domestic-
incident report in Spanish after 
calling officers May 30 to report 
her allegedly abusive husband, 
Miguel Mejia-Ramos, police 
sources told the New York Post.

Garcia wrote in the report 
that she feared for her life and her 
young daughters, 2-year-old Dan-
iela and 1-year-old Jocelyn, be-
cause she loved the girls so much, 
sources told the Post.

She filled out a second report 
in November, the Post reported, 
about two months before she was 
found brutally murdered in her 
Sutphin Boulevard apartment.

Her husband allegedly went 
into a fit of jealous rage after 
spotting a photo of his wife with 
another man, the DA said. He is 
accused of butchering Deisy Gar-
cia and then hugging and kissing 
his toddlers and asking for their 
forgiveness before stabbing them, 
the DA said.

Mejia-Ramos was arrested in 
Texas two days after his family 
was found dead, authorities said.

Reach managing editor 
Christina Santucci by e-mail at 
timesledgerphotos@gmail.com 
by phone at 718-260-4589.

Continued from Page 9 

Suit
to Lancman’s office.

“Malcolm X is an important 
historical figure and not just 
for the black community, but in 
American history,” Lancman 
said. “Certain historical figures 
might be complicated, might be a 
challenge to learn about, but kids 

need to learn about them.”
An agreement was reached 

at the meeting that a public apol-
ogy would be made at a school 
assembly Feb. 10. Minor said 
this, however, never happened. 
The teacher apologized to each 
fourth-grade class, but did so in a 
way Minor said made her son feel 
singled out.

“Her unprofessional manner 
combined with her lack of Afri-

can-American history made what 
should have been a great learning 
experience for my child become a 
nightmare,” Minor said.

Unsatisfied with the apology, 
Minor met with a senior deputy 
chancellor of the DOE Tuesday 
afternoon. She said the meet-
ing went well and she is work-
ing things out with DOE and the 
school’s principal.

Continued from Page 2 

Malcolm X

completed, despite complaints 
from residents that not much is 
being done at all.

“Sanitation field supervisors 
do periodically check the work 

done by the private contractors,” 
Dawkins said.

According to Dawkins, the 
city pays contractors $125,000 
each time they are called in to 
help with plowing and they are 
also paid a standby fee of $275,000. 
The outside contractors are not 
responsible for salting the ter-

tiary streets, which Dawkins said 
the city does on its own after each 
snowfall.

Sanitation said it is working 
to make sure streets are plowed 
as planned and said residents 
with complaints should call 311 to 
report them.

Continued from Page 4 
Snow plows

general as well as contests for the 
state Senate, state Assembly and 
U.S. House of Representatives 
outside Queens that the county 
party could throw its weight be-
hind.

Hauling Republican officials 

into court and asking them to tes-
tify could expose GOP strategy 
that might hinder their efforts, 
Tabone contended.

“The necessary witnesses 
to such a trial may include the 
Republican Party chairmen of 
the state and county Republican 
Party committees in New York. 
Subjecting the Republican Party, 
its officials and internal politi-

cal strategies to intense scrutiny, 
while sparing the Democratic 
Party would unfairly undermine 
Republican Party candidates in 
the general election,” his attor-
ney wrote.

“In short, it could devolve 
into a political circus aimed at 
the Republican Party and its fed-
eral and state candidates,” Misir 
added.

Continued from Page 4 

Tabone
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The difference be-

tween Construction’s two 
lopsided basketball losses 
to Benjamin Cardozo and 
its upset win in the PSAL 
Queens borough final has 
little to do with adjust-
ments on the court.

Instead, the Red 
Hawks credited the win to 
a change in their game day 
diets to include Skittles.

“Whenever you want 
them, you get them out of 
the bag,” first-year Con-
struction Coach Cory Sem-
per said. “We give them 
out in the locker room at 
halftime. They are in the 
bag always. You can just 
dig in.”

The Red Hawks dug 
in deep in the second half 
with the candy’s help. They 
used a strong third quarter 
to erase a 10-point halftime 
deficit and overtook the 
Judges 65-62 in the cham-
pionship game at CCNY 
Sunday afternoon. Semper 
became the first coach to 
win borough crowns at 
two different schools and 
did so in consecutive years 
after beating Cardozo with 
Bayside last season.

It was Construction’s 
first title, and it came after 
a 9-7 season in the Class A 
league last year. Cardozo 
beat the Red Hawks by an 
average of 20 points in the 
two regular season meet-
ings, but this time they 
had a secret weapon.

Semper’s older brother 
Sean, an assistant coach, 
started bringing Skittles 
to Construction’s first bor-
ough playoff game against 
Francis Lewis and hasn’t 
stopped since. Eating them 
during games is some-

thing made famous by 
running back Marshawn 
Lynch, of the Super Bowl 
XLVIII champion Seattle 
Seahawks.

“The Seattle Sea-
hawks do it, so why can’t 
we?” Semper asked.

Construction got big 
results from its two stars. 
Christ the King transfer 
Justin Wright-Forman 
scored 14 of his 22 points in 
the third quarter, and Mar-
lon Alcindor, who trans-
ferred in from St. John’s 
Prep, netted a game-high 
25 points, including the 
three of four free throws 
in the final 31 seconds. Al-
cindor was intentionally 
fouled by Cardozo’s Carl 
Balthzar, who had a mo-
mentary lapse, with 31.8 
seconds left, and the score 
tied 62-62.

“I was like, ‘Why are 
they fouling me with 30 
seconds left?” Alcindor 

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Archbishop Molloy 

said it finally had enough 
after a lopsided basketball 
loss to Christ the King.

The Stanners and 
their eight new varsity 
players had lived through 
an up-and-down campaign, 
but found a renewed focus 
and resolve, especially in 
practice, after losing for a 
second time to the Royals 
in early February. They 
believed they were better 
than that and wanted to 
prove it.

“As a team, we felt we 
shouldn’t be losing the way 
we were [being beaten], and 
we knew we had to do some-
thing about it,” Manhat-
tan-bound guard Nyasha 
Irizarry said.

Molloy went on to win 
four of its last six games, 
including a one-point loss 
to second-place Nazareth. 
Three of those victories 
came after falling to CK, 
and the wins earned Mol-
loy an above .500 regular-
season record and a spot in 

the CHSAA Class AA state 
playoffs.

It heads into the post 
season after grinding out 
a 63-42 win over host St. 
Francis Prep in CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens girls’ 
basketball Monday.

“We had to show peo-
ple that even though we 
had the biggest [roster] 
turnover in the league that 
we are going to be a force to 
be reckoned with,” guard 
Emer Maloney said. “We 
are not going to be pushed 
over all the time.”

The Stanners (12-11, 
6-4) didn’t back down from 
a physical and much-im-
proved Terriers team that 
trailed 27-17 at the half. Mol-
loy used a 12-1 run over the 
third and fourth quarters 
to break open the game. 
Improved ball movement 
and spacing opened up the 
floor for Irizarry to create 
offensive opportunities for 
herself.

She scored 15 of her 
game-high 21 points in the 
second half. That included 

Continued on Page 49

Molloy rides streak 
in diocesan playoffs

Construction upsets Dozo
Red Hawks win Queens championship with help from rainbow candy

Continued on Page 49
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Molloy’s Nyasha Irizarry takes the ball down the court. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Construction’s Marlon Alcindor (front) heads to the hoop. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo

Construction players celebrate with a win over Cardozo in the Queens borough championship. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo
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His place in Xavier 
High School’s history was 
closer than Kevin Crockett 
realized.

The Breezy Point na-
tive and basketball guard 
was told by his friends com-
ing into last Friday’s home 
game against St. Francis 
Prep that he had to score 
23 points to become the 
school’s first boys’ basket-
ball player to hit the 1,000 
point mark since 1977.

But Crockett really 
needed just 13. When a late 
third-quarter shot got a re-
action from attendees, he 
questioned the collective 
“Ooh” from the crowd.

“I was like, ‘Why is ev-
eryone flipping out? It’s just 

one shot,’” said Crockett, a 
three-year varsity player.

The senior quickly 
found out when center Ja-
son Pretto passed out a 
rebound and Crockett fit-
tingly hit a three-pointer 
to reach the milestone. The 
game halted, and Xavier 
Coach Joe McGrane shook 
Crockett’s hand, informing 
Crockett of his accomplish-
ment. The senior scored 20 
points in a victory over the 
Terriers.

“When I hit it, every-
one started freaking out,” 
Crockett said.

The attention is some-
thing he never craved. 
Crockett is a blue-collar  
kid known as much for the 
number of offensive fouls 
he commits as three-point-
ers he makes.

His resolve had to 
strengthen and he matured 
even more when Hurricane 
Sandy displaced his family 
from their home on Beach 

219th Street in Breezy Point 
for seven months. There 
was water damage to the 
basement and first floor, 
and the roof needed to be 
fixed. His grandmother was 
forced to leave her home, 
and his father’s house was 
completely knocked down.

His mother, Cathy 
Crockett, the former Bishop 
Kearney girls’ basketball 
player, moved her sons Kev-
in and Matt Crockett to an 
apartment in Marine Park, 

Brooklyn. Kevin Crockett 
was told to concentrate on 
his schoolwork and bas-
ketball as she took care of 
their Breezy Point house.

She saw him become 
more independent and felt 
basketball gave him an es-
cape. A number of his team-
mates had also been dis-
placed from their homes.

“There are things 
that happen that make you 
grow up a little bit quick-
er,” Cathy Crockett said. 

“I think [basketball] was a 
huge help to have that ev-
ery day.”

Xavier Coach Joe 
McGrane said Kevin 
Crockett’s leadership on 
both ends of the floor has 
never been better. He’s an 
efficient scorer, shooting 
57 percent from the field, 
45 percent from three-point 
range and 92 percent from 
the free throw line.

But McGrane is more 
impressed with the strides 

Crockett has made on de-
fense. It is his ability to 
do the other things on the 
court that has exceeded 
McGrane’s expectations. 
Crockett’s work ethic is 
indicative of the neighbor-
hood he comes from.

“He’s a pretty quiet kid 
until he gets on the floor,” 
McGrane said of Crockett’s 
toughness and vocal play.

Crockett enjoyed the 
individual accomplishment 
of reaching 1,000 points, but 
is more focused on leading 
his team to a city title. The 
Knights are 20-3 overall, 
and placed second in the 
CHSAA Class A division 
behind defending Catholic 
state champion Nazareth.

“We really want to win 
the whole thing this year, 
[we] knew we had a chance,” 
Crockett said. “I’m glad 
that I am playing well this 
year and contribute to that. 
Our whole team is playing 
really well.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Denise Branch is con-

tinuing a number of Ben-
jamin Cardozo traditions 
started by the school’s re-
cent elite distance runners.

The senior, who trans-
ferred from Midwood af-
ter her sophomore year, 
became the third-straight 
Judges runner to compete 
in the girls’ mile at the Mill-
rose Games after Alexis 
Panisse and Sabrina South-
erland, who won the event 
last year. Her commitment 
to run for the University of 
Illinois means she is also a 
Division I recruit like Pa-
nisse and Southerland.

And Branch hopes she 
can inspire her teammates 
to continue the trends and 
follow in her footsteps.

“I just want to keep 
the tradition going, set a 

good example for my team-
mates and show them what 
it takes to get there and be 
that type of athlete,” she 
said.

Branch is the New 
York state leader in the 

3,000 meters with a time 
of 9:53.46 and is a member 
of the Judges’ 4x800 relay 
team, which has the fast-
est time in the country this 
season at 9:08.97. Branch 

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
. 2

1-2
7, 

20
14

    
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Cardozo track star Branch aims 
for PSAL indoor championship

Breezy Point native scores 1,000th point
Kevin Crockett becomes Xavier’s fi rst basketball player to reach milestone in more than 30 years

BY ANTHONY PARELLI
 
No player on the cur-

rent St. John’s University 
team had ever defeated ri-
val Georgetown until now 
with both basketball teams 
sitting squarely on the 
bubble to make the NCAA 
tournament.

The Red Storm men’s 
basketball team contin-
ued its recent surge by de-
feating the Hoyas 82-60 at 
Madison Square Garden 
Sunday night in the teams’ 
101st meeting. The John-
nies have now won seven of 
their last eight contests and 
sit at 7-6 in the Big East, a 
drastic improvement from 
their 0-5 start to conference 
play.

“We’ve never beat 
Georgetown before,” ju-
nior guard D’Angelo Har-
rison said. “So we’re going 

to celebrate it, but then we 
have to flush it one win at 
a time.”

The Red Storm, which 
tallied just 16 first-half 
points in their first meet-
ing with Georgetown, got 
off to a lighting fast start. 
They jumped out to a 15-0 
lead to begin the contest. 
Freshman point guard Ry-
sheed Jordan scored the 
first seven points for St. 
John’s and finished with a 
career 24 on the night.

Backcourt-mate Harri-
son matched Jordan’s point 
total, while Jakarr Samp-
son added 12 points.

“We’ve gotten heckled 
and hassled about not start-
ing off well,” Harrison said. 
“So we fixed it. We got it to-
gether.”

The much-improved 
Johnnies credit their suc-
cess to the team meshing 

as one, something they 
struggled with early in the 
year. St. John’s (17-9, 7-6) 
now finds itself deep in the 
hunt for an NCAA Tourna-
ment berth, but is not get-
ting ahead of itself.

“Players are starting 
to come into their roles,” ju-
nior swingman Sir’Dominic 
Pointer said. “Whether you 
play 30 minutes or five, role 
players know their role and 
the scorers are scoring. 
We’re in a nice little groove 
right now. If we keep win-
ning, the cards will lie 
where they may. It’s in our 
hands.”

Georgetown (15-10, 
6-7) chipped away at the St. 
John’s lead for much of the 
game, bringing the score 
to 56-49 with 11:00 left in 
the contest, but a three-
pointer by Harrison halted 

St. John’s dispatches Hoyas  
in decisive victory at MSG

Continued on Page 49 Continued on Page 49

Teammates and coaches surround Kevin Crockett (c.) with a celebratory banner. 
Photo courtesy Xavier High School

Cardozo’s Denise Branch (c.) runs the high school girls’ mile during 
the 2014 Millrose Game. Photo by Robert Cole
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placed seventh in a loaded 
field of 13 runners in the 
girls’ Millrose mile with a 
personal best time of 4:67.62 
Saturday at The Armory.

She said she opted for 
Illinois because she devel-
oped a strong relationship 
and communicated well 
with track head Coach Ron 
Garner and distance Coach 
Scott Jones. Branch said 
the campus is more subur-
ban than New York City, 
but she is happy with the 
atmosphere in and around 
the city of Champlain.

“I like that there were 
a lot of different terrains 
for me to run on,” said 
Branch, who picked Illinois 
over Virginia Tech.

She and the Judges hit 
a rough patch at the Mill-
rose Games when the team 
was disqualified for a false 
start by junior leadoff leg 
Alana Williams, who is in 
her first season running 
for Cardozo. The Judges 
had the fastest time in the 
trials coming into the race 
at 3:58.68 and were looking 
to end rival Medgar Evers’ 
three-year hold on the Mill-
rose Games crown.

The Cougars ended 
up making it four straight 
victories with a mark of 
3:53.98. Branch was sup-
posed to be the third leg 
just two events after she 
competed in the mile.

“It’s disappointing, but 
we are not going to be de-
pressed about it,” she said.

Cardozo Assistant 
Coach Ray James thought 

Williams shouldn’t have 
been disqualified. He ad-
mitted she flinched early, 
but felt she gained no ad-
vantage from it as other 
girls were fully out blocks 
before her.

“They could have 
called it right back,” James 
said, explaining that he be-
lieved she didn’t leave the 
block.

Branch expects her 
team to move on quickly 
from the disappointment 
from the Millrose Games 
and aim for a seventh-
straight PSAL Indoor 
championship Feb. 22 back 
at the Armory and then 
continue on.

“We are going to run 
right through this meet and 
just get back up,” Branch 
said.

a three-pointer with the 
shot clock winding down 
that put her team ahead 
50-34 midway through the 
fourth quarter.

“We moved into doing 
more of what we do,” Mol-
loy Coach Scott Lagas said.

Aryn McClure scored 
10 points, Maloney had 
nine and Kaitlyn McMahon 

added eight. Nicole Tetta 
tallied six key points in the 
second quarter. Kayla Hou-
rany led St. Francis Prep 
with 15 points, Elizabeth 
Zullo had 11 and Sofia Re-
cupero added eight for the 
Terriers. Molloy’s support-
ing cast made a difference 
when the Terriers (10-14, 
2-8) succeeded in limiting 
Irizarry and McClure’s 
scoring early in the game.

“Since we’ve been 
pushing each other, I 
think everyone has been 

getting used to the speed, 
and they’ve come in and 
they’ve produced for us 
big,” Irizarry said.

Molloy is hoping for a 
big finish to its year as the 
diocesan playoffs get under 
way Feb. 25 with a quarter-
final game against Mary 
Louis. Its loss to Christ the 
King sparked the Stanners’ 
best basketball of the sea-
son.

“That was when we 
turned the corner.” Malo-
ney said.

said. “I just took full advan-
tage of the opportunity.”

The Judges (24-2) left 
the door open for Construc-
tion by taking just a 36-26 
lead in the half after domi-
nating play and the back-
boards. Super sophomore 
guard Rashond Salnave 
scored 19 of his 30 points 
before the break, but Car-
dozo didn’t have another 
player in double figures. 
Francisco Williams had 
nine points.

“Some of the kids who 
want a bigger piece of the 
[scoring] pie got a chance 
for the bigger pie today, and 
found out that one slice is 
good. Two or three slices 
they may not be able to han-
dle,” Naclerio said.

Construction quickly 

established things would 
be different in the third 
quarter. The Red Hawks 
opened the frame on a 7-0 
run. An Alcindor three-
pointer put Construction 
down by just one heading 
into the fourth. A Jordan 
Wright layup on the open-
ing play of the final frame 
gave the Red Hawks their 
first lead at 51-50.

“Every time we came 
out in the third quarter 
against Cardozo, we kept 
turning the ball over,” 
Wright-Forman said of past 
games. “We told ourselves 
we are not going to let that 
happen.”

Naclerio thought his 
team beat itself because of 
immature and mental mis-
takes in the second half. 
They also got away from 
their defensive strategies. 
The defeat will likely cost 
Cardozo a potential No. 2 
seed in the upcoming city 

playoffs.
Naclerio doesn’t be-

lieve the loss takes away 
from the Judges’ regular 
season. The longtime coach 
said his team is still the 
best in Queens, but Con-
struction was better Sun-
day.

But this loss and the 
57-54 defeat to Bayside in 
the final season are going 
to stick with him.

“There is winning and 
there is misery,” Naclerio 
said. “For me it’s misery.”

Semper took issue 
with Naclerio, saying early 
in the year that Cardozo is 
the “king of Queens” and 
the rest of the teams are 
second best. In Semper’s 
mind, the Judges haven’t 
held that crown recently.

“I guess he is the queen 
the last two years,” Semper 
said.

Continued from Page 47 

Red Hawks

Continued from Page 47 

the Hoyas’ momentum and 
got the Red Storm back on 
track. The Johnnies out-
scored Georgetown 26-11 
for the remainder of the 
game.

“They’re playing at a 
very high level right now 
on both ends of the floor,” 
Georgetown Coach John 
Thompson III said of the 
Red Storm.

Despite their recent 
success, St. John’s Coach 
Steve Lavin thinks the 
Johnnies are just scratch-
ing the surface of their po-
tential and that big things 
are still on the horizon.

“I thought we would 
mesh by late January or 
early February,” Lavin 
said. “We’re flying high 
now, but I think the best is 
yet to come. I think this is 
just the beginning.”

St. John’s
Continued from Page 48 

Branch
Continued from Page 48 

Molloy

D’Angelo Harrison, of the Red Storm, drives to the basket for a 
layup. Photo by Robert Cole
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LEXUS/TOYOTA LEASE 
RETURN CENTER
• 7 Day Drop Off Service 
• Free Ride Home (within 15 mi.)
•   Guaranteed 30 Min.  Process 

From Arrival To Departure

700 Sunrise Highway
Rockville Centre, NY
LexusofRVC.com
866-539-875
Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm  Sat: 9am-6pm 
Sun: 12pm-5pm  • On-Site Parking

LEXUS OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

*Lease specials subject to approval by Lexus FinancialS ervices with very good credit (730 credit score). 
Lessee responsible for maintenance, repairs, excess wear, 25¢/mi over 10k mi/yr .Disposition fee $350. 
Purchase option available. Exp. 02/28/14.

********************NEW 2014 IS 250 AWD

ENTRE

LEASE/ MO.
27 MOS.Total Due at signing: $700 bank fee + $349 1st mo. 

payment.  + $1,950 down payment = $2,999. MSRP 
$40,597. No sec. dep. Excludes taxes, tags and dealer fees.
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As of December 2013, 
the FAA has documented at 
least 35 incidents in which 
pilots required medical at-
tention after a laser strike. 
Interfering with the opera-
tion of an aircraft has been 
a federal crime, but the 
FAA Modernization and 

Reform Act of 2012 made it 
a federal felony to knowing-
ly point the beam of a laser 
at an aircraft.

The FBI said a 23-year-
old California man was 
sentenced to 21 months in 
prison for aiming a point-
er at a helicopter. Court 
records showed the man 
deliberately tracked and 
struck the aircraft.

“We are asking anyone 

who knows anything about 
the recent spate of incidents 
to pick up the phone and 
call the FBI for the safety of 
all who fly,” Venizelos said.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the FBI 
at 212-384-1000.

Reach Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718)260-
4538.

Drive. The auditorium 
walls were lined with paper 
hearts each student in the 
school decorated to show 
their love for Tromp and 
to express how much she 
would be missed.

Paula Marron, princi-
pal of PS 79, said the school 
was shaken when they 
learned of Tromp’s tragic 
and sudden death, and 
many of the young students 
she was teaching still do 
not fully understand what 

happened. Marron said the 
voluntary after-school cere-
mony was planned as a way 
for students, faculty and 
parents to come to terms 
with the loss of Tromp and 
to remember the time they 
were able to spend with 
Tromp.

A car driven by an 
unlicensed driver collided 
with Tromp’s vehicle at the 
corner of 33rd Avenue and 
172nd Street in Flushing on 
New Year’s Eve, police said. 
The 24-year-old driver was 
charged with aggravated 
unlicensed operation of ve-
hicle, the Queens district 

attorney said.
“When it happened, we 

first had to make sense of 
it and then a lot of parents 
wondered, ‘What am I go-
ing to tell my 4-year-old?’” 
Marron said. “This was 
important for closure. She 
gave her heart and soul to 
PS 79 and to every single 
one of us.”

The ceremony featured 
a short montage filled with 
photographs of Tromp and 
her students over the years, 
and 14-year-old guest sing-
er Sarah Kaplan performed 
two songs, “Colors of Her 
Life” and “Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow,” in hon-
or of her. Stacy Kim, a fifth-
grader who was in Tromp’s 
class when she taught sec-
ond-grade, held back tears 
as she read aloud a poem 
she wrote for her former 
teacher, titled “She Is Not 
Gone.”

Tromp’s sister and 
two sons were also in at-
tendance and wiped away 
tears as former students 
and co-workers continued 
to take the stage and deliver 
kind words about her. Loui-
sa Anastasi, Tromp’s sister, 

thanked everyone for the 
outpouring of love and sup-
port she said has touched 
her family in the time since 
her sister’s death.

“PS 79 was her world, 
her home and she loved 
her babies,” Anastasi said. 
“This means so much to my 
family and it’s touched my 
heart. I know she’s looking 
down on us and smiling and 
saying, ‘Look at my babies. 
Look what they did.’”

Before the ceremony 
ended, Tromp’s family was 
presented with a book of 
drawings and writings 
complied by students at 
PS 79, all in memory of 
the nearly two decades she 
spent there.

Chris Tromp, one of 
Annamarie’s sons, said he 
and his family were moved 
by the ceremony and said 
he knew his mother would 
be, too.

“She’d be smiling,” he 
said. “She’d be happy. Ev-
eryone is together.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

plete. One year of college 
education for one inmate 
costs around $5,000, the of-
fice said, and the state cur-
rently spends about $60,000 
per year to keep one inmate 
incarcerated.

By investing in educa-
tion, Cuomo said the initia-
tive would save the state 
money in the long run if 
it is successful because it 
would keep people out of 
prison and fewer tax dol-
lars would be spent main-
taining a smaller number 
of inmates.

“Giving men and 
women in prison the oppor-
tunity to earn a college de-
gree costs our state less and 
benefits our society more,” 
Cuomo said. “Existing pro-
grams show that providing 
a college education in our 
prisons is much cheaper 
for the state and delivers 
far better results. Someone 
who leaves prison with a 
college degree has a real 
shot at a second lease on 
life because their education 
gives them the opportunity 
to get a job and avoid falling 
back into a cycle of crime.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) issued a state-
ment in response to Cuo-
mo’s proposal and cited 
the Dream  Act, whose goal 
is to give permanent resi-
dency to certain qualifying 
immigrants who graduate 
from U.S. high schools.

Avella said he does not 
necessarily disagree with 
Cuomo’s initiative, but said 
other ways to provide edu-
cational opportunities also 
need to be revisited.

“While I support the 
concept of the governor’s 
proposal and understand 
that prisoners with college 
degrees are less likely to 
commit a crime after their 
release, I cannot help but 
ask, ‘What about the Dream 
Act?’” Avella said. “There 
are countless individuals 
and families in New York 
state whose children are 
working hard in school but 
who are unable to afford 
college tuition. If the state 
Legislature implements 
Gov. Cuomo’s proposal of 
providing college degrees 
to prisoners, we must im-
plement the Dream Act and 
increase funding for college 
scholarships at the same 
time so that everyone can 
get a college education.”

Albert Garcia, a 
spokesman for the gover-
nor’s office, said there is no 

time line for when the ini-
tiative would begin, but he 
said Cuomo is committed 
to funding the program and 
will begin putting it in the 
state budget to put money 
behind it.

“We spend so much on 
incarceration, and this is 
a surefire way to invest in 
the future,” Garcia said. 
“The lower recidivism rates 
are evidence that these pro-
grams really work.”

The state will begin is-
suing requests for propos-
als March 3 that will allow 
facilities to apply to be cho-
sen as one of the 10 prisons 
to be included in the initia-
tive, which Garcia said is 
already being tested out in 
a few of New York’s prisons. 
He said the forms will look 
at who could run the pro-
grams and how much expe-
rience they have in similar 
projects.

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) 
serves on the Assembly 
Correction Committee and 
said she is looking forward 
to working with Cuomo and 
other state officials to help 
reduce recidivism rates.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.
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FBI

Louisa Anastasi (l.), sister of Annamarie Tromp, speaks at a memo-
rial service at PS 79 in Whitestone.  Photo by Kelsey Durham

identified the driver as 
Gao’s boyfriend, Jason Lu-
eng, but the spelling of his 
name did not match what 
police released.

A St. Francis Prep 
High School student tweet-
ed about the pair, “Rest in 
peace Jason Lueng and Jen-
nifer Gao. God rest their 
souls.”

“I miss this girl,” 

Ronak Domadia said in a 
Facebook post Wednesday. 
“In freshman year we were 
in the same English class 
and I would get in to small 
funny fights for no reason. 
RIP Jennifer Gao. You will 
always be in my heart. I 
will never be able to forget 
you.”

A man who answered 
the door at Gao’s home 
Wednesday morning re-
fused to comment.

A Police Department 
spokesman said speed was 

likely a factor in the acci-
dent, which occurred be-
tween the Utopia Parkway 
and Kissena Boulevard 
exits, but the investigation 
was ongoing.

Sports Editor Joseph 
Staszewski contributed ad-
ditional reporting to this 
story.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1 

LIE Crash

Louisa Anastasi (l.), sister of Annamarie Tromp, hugs a teacher 
from PS 79 after being presented with a book of drawings and 
writings in her sister’s honor. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Sarah Kaplan sings at a me-
morial service at PS 79 held in 
honor of Annamarie Tromp. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham
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WE ARE EXPERIENCED MATH SPECIALISTS
+

WE TEACH ALL LEVELS OF MATH ABILITY
+

PROVEN RESULTS

Is Your Child Ready for Common Core Math?

BAYSIDE
43-17 Bell Blvd.
(718) 747-MATH

FREE ASSESSMENT
(value: $149)

An in-depth analysis of your child’s number sense, grade 
readiness and other math strengths and weaknesses.

GREAT NECK
11 Great Neck Rd
(516) 482-MATH

GRADES 1–12       SAT/ACT/SHSAT PREP       HOMEWORK HELP       YEAR-ROUND PROGRAMS

(718) 747-MATH (6284)
www.mathnasium.com/bayside


