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BY ALEX ROBINSON

After years of flooding prob-
lems and spending tens of thou-
sands of dollars to repair his 

building’s sewer system, a Flush-
ing building owner says his trou-
bles are the city’s fault.

Frank Deutschmann first 
started experiencing flooding in 

the basement of his 70-unit resi-
dential building, at 40-04 Bowne 
St., in spring 2008.

“It’s an ongoing struggle,” he 
said.

The problem cut tenants off 
from their laundry room and 
cost Deutschmann a substan-
tial amount of money to repair 
the building’s boiler as well as 
other damages. The flooding also 
caused headaches for some of the 
eight businesses that are housed 
on the first floor of the building.

“We had so much merchan-
dise damaged,” said Soo Kim, 
who owns a pharmacy in the 
building. “Even when it was not 
a lot, we still had to stop what we 
were doing and get all the employ-
ees to clean rather than fill pre-
scriptions.”

Deutschmann said he con-
tacted the city Department of 
Environmental Protection every 
time the building flooded. He 
said DEP took action sometimes 
to clear the main sewer under 
Roosevelt Avenue, but many times 
he was told the problem was with 
the building’s sewer.

A DEP spokesman said the 
first calls the agency received 
about this location came in the 
summer of 2010.

“DEP’s inspections found a 
buildup of improperly disposed 

SNOW PARK

Canadian geese walk across a snow-covered area at the Queens Botanical Garden as the Flushing organization held 
its 17th annual bird counting event. See related snow story on Page 3. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY RICH BOCKMANN

State Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-
Hollis) and Vince Tabone, the for-
mer vice chairman of the Queens 
Republican Party, are both ask-
ing that their federal corruption 
trial be delayed until later this 
year, arguing the proceedings 
could possibly coincide with this 
year’s elections.

Smith, who was rounded up 
by the FBI last year along with 
Tabone and then-City Council-
man Dan Halloran on charges 
they conspired to buy the Albany 
lawmaker’s way into the mayoral 
race on the GOP ticket, asked 
Westchester Federal Judge Ken-
neth Karas to delay the June trial 
until Oct. 14 since the state Legis-
lature is considering moving the 
primary from September to June.

“[A] trial beginning in June, 
July or August, even one re-
sulting in a full acquittal on all 
charges, as we expect, would un-
questionably result in prejudicial 
pre-election publicity that would 
jeopardize Senator Smith’s right 
to run for public office,” Smith’s 

BY BILL PARRY

The house-sharing website Airbnb is a grow-
ing economic force in Queens, based on research 
done by Manhattan-based real estate consultant 
HR&A Advisors.

The study showed that Airbnb generated $12 

Tourists fl ock to borough 
to crash in residents’ pads

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The Madelaine Choco-
late Co. served up a bitter 
batch when it placed its 
5.4-acre Rockaway Beach 
complex on the market this 
year.

Despite receiving some 
$20 million in assistance 

from government agencies 
while recovering from Su-
perstorm Sandy, Madelaine 
CEO and co-owner Jorge 
Farber said the chocolatier 
had not recovered.

Farber said the com-
pany, once Rockaway’s 
largest employer, had only 
managed to rehabilitate 

about half of the plant since 
Sandy struck in October 
2012. He said it was not eco-
nomical for the chocolatier 
to own the entire property 
and therefore it was consid-
ering selling its four build-
ings, relocating anywhere 
or holding onto a portion of 

Smith, Tabone 
ask for delay
in fraud trial

Flushing landlord fi ghts fl ooding
Bowne St. building replaces its plumbing only to fi nd city at fault since ‘08

Continued on Page 9Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Chocolate factory up for sale

Madelaine Chocolate Co. owners are con-
sidering downsizing the Rockaway Beach 
plant or relocating.
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

More than three years 
after contracts were signed 
to outsource plowing of the 
city’s tertiary streets, some 
City Council members say 
they have received com-
plaints this winter claim-
ing that small streets in 
many neighborhoods are 
still not being cleared after 
snowfall.

The city Sanitation De-
partment said the Council 
made the decision to stop 
plowing tertiary streets 
after the last big blizzard 
in 2010, and the city now 
contracts with four private 
companies instead. Those 
four companies — HK Con-
tracting, CSB Contractors, 
Natural Landscape and 
Gaeta — are responsible for 
clearing snow from all 216 
tertiary roads across the 
five boroughs.

Kathy Dawkins, direc-
tor of public information 

for Sanitation, said the city 
decided to outsource some 
streets in order to provide 
a greater overall plowing 
effort.

“Based on City Coun-
cil hearings after the 2010 
snowstorm, it was deter-

mined by the City Council 
that the department would 
establish tertiary contracts 
to complement Sanitation’s 
snow clearing capabilities,” 
she said.

But some city dwell-
ers say the efforts by the 

contracting companies this 
season have been less than 
successful.

Residents on Shore 
Road in Douglaston and 
6th Avenue in College Point 
have complained about un-
plowed streets after some of 

the recent snowstorms.
A spokesman for the 

office of Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) said 
about 35 percent of calls 
into the office complaining 
about snow removal this 
season have been about ter-

tiary streets, which the city 
categorizes as “not heavily 
trafficked and include dead 
ends,” according to Dawk-
ins.

Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) has reached 
out to the mayor’s office and 
the Sanitation Department 
about snow from tertiary 
streets being plowed into 
the driveway of the EMS 
department and blocking 
access, a spokesman said.

Dawkins said the 
third-party contractors are 
only called in to plow the 
tertiary streets if snow to-
tals reach 6 inches or more. 
Once called, the companies 
have eight hours to respond 
with equipment and Sanita-
tion may follow up on how 
much plowing has been 
completed, despite com-
plaints from residents that 
not much is being done at 
all.

City plows make their rounds through Sunnyside. The Department of Sanitation now outsources plowing of tertiary streets to third-par-
ty contractors, leading to complaints this winter that streets are not being cleared properly. Photo by Bill Parry

Smaller streets in borough left unplowed
Residents complain about private companies hired by Sanitation Dept. to clean tertiary roads

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A dozen people watched 
the white van back into Ru-
fus King Park in Jamaica, 
some with black trash bags 
in hand, others leaning on 
grocery carts.

As River Fund staff 
began unloading boxes of 
hams and chickens on a 
table, the people who were 
lined up Tuesday morning 
peppered them with ques-
tions:

“Can you help me find 
housing? My father died 
and he chipped in for rent.”

“Can my daughter re-
apply for food stamps?”

Normally, the River 
Fund, a Richmond Hill 
nonprofit dedicated to help-
ing those living in or near 
poverty, unpacks boxes 
from its mobile food pantry 
across several tables, al-
lowing people to select pro-

duce, bread, yogurt, meats 
and starches.

The ice lining the 
park Tuesday morning pre-
vented such an operation. 
Instead, Shirley Rice, chief 
operating officer at River 
Fund, noted clients’ names 
and household sizes and 
Parker Sarabjeet and David 
Emanuel passed them plas-

tic bags stuffed with rice, 
pasta, cabbage, milk, apple-
sauce, carrots, spinach, 
soup and a ham or chicken.

“It’s very helpful, ex-
cellent,” said Pearl Lorm-
estil, who has taken to help-
ing distribute food with 
River Fund after picking 
up groceries from the mo-
bile pantry for eight years. 

“I’m a cardiac patient. I 
can’t stand too long. Here 
it’s quick.”

In spring 2012, the 
River Fund became the 
first government-certified 
mobile food pantry in the 
state.

Swami Durga Das, 
executive director of the 
River Fund, said the por-
table program grew out 
of his joining a friend in 
giving out sandwiches in 
Rufus King about 17 years 
ago. Gradually, the two be-
gan serving cooked food 
and soliciting volunteers. 
Das said he realized the re-
cipients needed more long-
term solutions and sought 
to bring groceries.

For years, the River 
Fund stocked the van with 
food that was donated or 
emergency supplies it was 
given from the city and 
state through the govern-

ment-certified program it 
operates out of its 89-11 Lef-
ferts Blvd. headquarters.

Getting the city De-
partment of Health to certi-
fy the mobile program gave 
River Fund access to more 
resources. Currently, River 
Fund gets food donations 
from private companies 
and a few farms as well as 
resources from the govern-
ment.

“It took about a year 
because they really weren’t 
sure. They had never had 
anyone do it,” Das said of 
city Health Department 
staff. “We were the first. In 
the city, state and, I think, 
the nation.”

Within six months, the 
van was driving to Coney 
Island, where it partnered 
with a church whose food 
distribution program was 
disrupted by Sandy. The 
route grew to include about 

20 sites in Brooklyn and the 
Rockaways, but has since 
been scaled back, Das said.

Between the truck’s bi-
weekly stops in Rufus King 
Park, where an average of 
250 people line up to receive 
food, and in Brooklyn, Das 
said River Fund hands out 
between 4,000 and 6,000 
pounds of food weekly.

Das said the organiza-
tion, which helps clients 
access 44 types of benefits 
from phones to vitamins, 
has counted twice as many 
clients in need of food since 
cuts to the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram took effect this No-
vember.

The federal govern-
ment has since approved 
$8.55 billion worth of cuts 
in funding over the next 
decade to SNAP, often col-
loquially referred to as food 
stamps.

Paul Angrea (l.) picks up food from Parker Sarabjeet (c.) and David 
Emanuel, who help run the mobile food pantry for River Fund. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Rich Hill fund delivers food to hungry in mobile pantry

www.TimesLedger.com
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

PET SPA RESORT & DOG TRAINING ACADEMY
1870 Grand Avenue, Baldwin, NY 11510

DOG TRAINING
EXPERT DOG OBEDIENCE TRAINING & 

PUPPY TRAINING FOR  
ALL SIZES, AGES AND BREEDS!

TREAT YOUR PET TO THE BEST PET RESORT!

 

RESERVE EARLY!
Pets that need daily medication are welcome &  
our trained staff will administer all medications

ALL PROBLEMS SOLVED!

PET BOARDING

Free Consultation! 516.544.4777

SPECIAL

$45 Grooming
All Dogs, All Sizes

Trusted and Recommended by Veterinarians and Celebrities

BY BILL PARRY
 
A popular thrift shop 

in Astoria, which raises 
money for the rehabilitation 
of drug addicts and alcohol-
ics, is closing next month 
and currently selling its 
inventory of restored furni-
ture, antiques and clothing 
for 50 percent off.

Nook n’ Crannie, at 
29-18 Ditmars Blvd., has 
operated as the principal 
ministry of Betel America 
Church of Astoria. Many of 
the residents of the church’s 
rehab center have worked 
at the store in the last seven 
years, doing furniture res-
toration and deliveries.

Betel of America opted 
to sell its property on 4th 
Street and move the entire 
operation to the Southeast, 
most likely to North Caro-
lina or Virginia.

“The board of direc-

tors couldn’t say no to the 
money that land developers 
have offered for the prop-
erty,” Executive Director 
David Tepper said. “Large 
parts of the riverfront are 

being sold off to developers. 
We love the neighborhood 
— they’ve been good to us 
— but it gets to the point 
where it’s a no-brainer with 
all the cash involved, espe-

cially considering what we 
do.”

Betel International 
was founded in Spain in 
1969 to fight the war against 
substance abuse, family vi-

olence and poverty. It now 
operates in 70 urban areas 
in 20 countries. In the early 
1990s, Tepper’s father El-
liott established Betel of 
America in Astoria.

The property on 4th 
Street housed the church 
and its headquarters as 
well as the residency that 
has administered up to 20 
addicts and alcoholics at a 
time.

“Right now there are 
seven residents. We’ve 
known for nearly a year 
that we’d be headed south 
and have spent that time 
placing them in other pro-
grams,” David Tepper said.

He added that some 
may move south with the 
church, but they have the 
opportunity to transfer 
abroad to other Betel Inter-
national centers.

Nook n’ Crannie 
opened on Ditmars Boule-
vard 12 years ago, the first 

of several stores in cities 
where Betel operates reha-
bilitation centers overseas. 
The store has been at its 
current location since 2007.

“There’s been a steady 
stream of customers ever 
since word of the closing 
spread last week,” Tepper 
said. “The people in this 
neighborhood have been 
wonderful since Day 1 and 
we’re truly going to miss 
them.”

The 50 percent off sale 
will continue until they 
close the doors for good.

“The lease is up at the 
end of March, but we might 
close in three weeks’ time,” 
Tepper said. “And we’re 
still doing free deliveries.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718)260-4538.

Astoria thrift shop to close as church sells to developers
Nook n’ Crannie’s profi ts helped alcoholics and drug addicts participate in residency program

Nook n’ Crannie has it’s entire inventory including eclectic furniture, antiques, vintage and retro 
items for sale at half price. Photo by Bill Parry
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
Up to 12 months 0% interest free fi nancing 

See store for details.

On-Site Doctors • Eye Exams • Eyeglasses 
Contact Lenses • Bifocal Lenses • 1 Hour Service

Vision Plans Accepted • Sunglasses
Lowest Price Guarantee

Bay Terrace Shopping Center • 211-51 26 Avenue • Bayside 
718.631.3699 • www.cohensfashionoptical.com

FLEX SPENDING
Use it or lose it!

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier• 
Versace• 
Tiff any• 
Coach• 
Giorgio Armani• 
BVLGARI• 
Gucci• 
Fendi• 
Prada• 
Dior• 
And More!• 

Some restrictions apply. See store for details. In stock items only. Off er ends February 28, 2014 B.T.

$100 OFF

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends February 28, 2014.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. Off er ends February 28, 2014.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends February 28, 2014.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Includes: EYE EXAM, No-Line Bifocal Lenses & Frame Includes: EYE EXAM & 2 Boxes of LensesIncludes: EYE EXAM,  Frame & Lenses

Prescription glasses 
plus FREE Designer 
sunglasses from 
select group
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Flushing parent was 
furious when her son was 
forbidden by a teacher to 
write an essay about Mal-
colm X for Black History 
Month.

Anjel Minor said her 
son, a fourth-grade student 
at PS 201 at 65-11 155th St., 
came home two weeks ago 
and told her his teacher 
had given the class an as-
signment to write about 
an African-American icon. 
When Minor’s son asked to 
write about Malcolm X, the 
teacher told him he could 
not as he was too violent a 
figure.

“I was extremely up-
set,” she said.

Minor immediately 
contacted the school’s prin-
cipal to voice her shock and 
anger.

“When my child came 
home, there was a different 
look on his face, one that I 
have not seen before. When 
asked what was wrong and 
upon him telling me the oc-

currence that transpired 
in his class, I became out-
raged,” Minor said. “We 
cannot be limited to giving 
a blind eye to the truth of 
our past. This assignment 
was about African-Amer-
ican history and our chil-
dren need to explore the 
good, the bad and the ugly 
to truly understand why we 
are where we are and how 
we got to where we are.”

Minor met with the 
school’s assistant principal 
the Friday after the inci-
dent.

The controversy then 
prompted a meeting the 
following Monday between 
parents, the school’s princi-
pal and a number of elected 
officials, including City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows).

“Malcolm X is a his-
torical figure and a hero 
to many New Yorkers that 
we believe should be cel-
ebrated in our schools,” a 
city Department of Educa-
tion spokesman  said in a 
statement.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

More than 70 years 
after he entered the U.S. 
Army, James Dikeman has 
finally been awarded the 
medals he earned.

The 94-year-old Little 
Neck resident was honored 
before a group of his fam-
ily and friends Wednes-
day as U.S. Rep. Steve Is-
rael (D-Melville) and City 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) pre-
sented him with a total of 
nine medals, badges and 
buttons Dikeman earned 
during his time spent as an 
infantryman during World 
War II.

The most prestigious 
award of the group was the 
Purple Heart, earned by 
Dikeman during his tour 
in Tunisia, where he fought 
in the Battle of Kasserine 
Pass exactly 70 years ago to 
the day.

When the war ended, 
Dikeman returned to his 
home in Little Neck, found 
a job with the city Parks De-
partment and raised a fam-
ily. And like many other 
WW II veterans, his med-
als were never awarded to 
him.

Israel said he learned 
of Dikeman’s accomplish-
ments last summer when 
he visited the veteran’s 
home in Deepdale Gar-
dens, where Wednesday’s 
ceremony was held, to com-
memorate the 60th anniver-

sary of the complex. While 
he was there, the congress-
man was told of the brav-
ery Dikeman showed dur-
ing his time overseas and 
vowed to secure the medals 
he was owed.

“I heard about this ex-
traordinary American and 
we’re here today to pay a 
very long, overdue debt,” 
Israel said.

He presented Dike-
man with a series of gifts, 
including an American 
flag that Israel ordered to 
be flown over the U.S. Capi-
tol in Dikeman’s honor be-
fore being taken down and 
brought to Queens to give 
to him.

In addition to the Pur-
ple Heart, Dikeman was 
also awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal, the World War 
II Victory Medal, the Army 

Good Conduct Medal, the 
American Defense Service 
Medal, the Combat Infan-
tryman’s Badge, the Sharp-
shooter’s Badge, the World 
War II Honorable Service 
Lapel Button and the Euro-
pean-African-Middle East-
ern Service Medal with two 
bronze service stars.

Weprin thanked Dike-
man for his service and told 
him his military contribu-
tions were a great lesson 
to all generations that will 
come after him.

“We always talk about 
veterans and what they do 
for our country and what 
being free means,” he said. 
“This is an honor. I’m hon-
ored to be here.”

Israel also thanked 
Dikeman for the sacrifices 
he made and for “fighting 
to protect the flag and to de-

fend the Constitution.”
When asked if he want-

ed to deliver any thoughts, 
Dikeman summed up his 
emotions with one word: 
“Wow.”

“It feels very good,” 
he said after the ceremony, 
with his 95-year-old brother 
by his side. “I really appre-
ciate all of this.”

Dikeman was also 
presented with resolutions 
honoring his service, along 
with a framed copy of his 
Army photograph. Before 
the ceremony ended, Israel 
asked the crowd to remem-
ber that the freedoms they 
enjoy today are because of 
people like Dikeman and 
asked that they remember 
him for what he really is: a 
hero.

James Dikeman (c.) was presented with nine medals, including the Purple Heart, for his Army service 
during World War II at a Feb. 19 ceremony in Little Neck. Photo by Kelsey Durham

PS 201 teacher nixed 
Malcolm X: parents

WWII vet receives medals
Little Neck man awarded Purple Heart 70 years after Army service

A PS 201 parent claims one of the school’s teachers would not let 
her son write an essay about Malcolm X. Photo by Alex Robinsonwww.TimesLedger.com
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ENTER SWEEPSTAKES TO WIN! 2014 HYUNDAI GENESIS (LIC & Mount Vernon Locations Only)

347-448-8860 | www.MyFoodBazaar.com

Over 75,000 square feet!
VALUE, VARIETY 

& QUALITY 
UNDER ONE ROOF!

NOW IN Long Island City!

10% OFF TOTAL GROCERY BILL
Coupon expires April 20, 2014. Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupon valid only at Food Bazaar 
located at 42-02 Northern Boulevard Long Island City, New York 11101. Coupon not valid and cannot be used at any other Food Bazaar location. 
10% off entire purchase of $50 or more (“Qualifying Purchase”). Qualifying Purchases are calculated BEFORE taxes, bottle deposits, and the face value of manufacturer coupons 
and AFTER Food Bazaar store coupons and any doubled or tripled value of manufacturer coupons. Program excludes prescription medications, gift certifi cates, gift cards, postage 
stamp sales, money orders, money transfers, lottery tickets, as well as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Not valid 
with any other offer and Coupon cannot be combined with employee, senior citizen, fi re department and other discounts typically offered by Food Bazaar. Coupon not valid for 
the purchase of gift certifi cates and cannot be redeemed as cash or merchandise credit if merchandise is returned. Coupon discount savings applied to all purchased items on a 
prorated basis; any refunds will be given in the prorated amount. No cash value.

 Farm Fresh Produce
 Fresh Seafood Daily

 International Specialties
 Open 24/7; Free Parking
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Borough President Me-
linda Katz delivered a list 
of recommendations to the 
Queens Library’s board of 
trustees in response to the 
ever-growing controversy 
 enveloping library Presi-
dent Thomas Galante over 
executive compensation.

Katz, who will appoint 
half of the library’s trust-
ees , wrote a letter earlier 
this week to board Chair-
man Gabriel Taussig listing 
her recommendations after 
a series of news articles re-
vealed Galante receives a 
$392,000 annual salary and 
a sports car, made ques-
tionable renovations to the 
central library in Jamaica 
and earned  more than 
$280,000 in outside income 
over a two-year period as 
a consultant to a Long Is-
land school district — all 
at a time when the library 

outsourced union custodial 
jobs to low-paying contrac-
tors.

“As you know, the re-
cent articles detailing the 
executive director’s salary, 
benefits, perks and build-
out of his executive office 
space have turned my atten-
tion toward looking deeper 

into the operation of the in-
stitution,” Katz wrote.

The borough presi-
dent asked that at its Feb. 
20 meeting the board set a 
fixed term of employment 
for Galante and hire an out-
side consultant to review 
the library’s executive com-
pensation.

Katz also said she 
would like the board to 
“appropriately limit” the 
type and extent of outside 
employment the library’s 
executive director and key 
personnel can engage in.

The board’s chairman 
said the trustees have held 
a special meeting to dis-
cuss the issues and planned 
to take action at their next 
meeting.

“Queens Library fully 
supports transparency 
and accountability,” Taus-
sig said in a statement. “It 
is the best way to preserve 
the tremendous value the 
library provides to the 
community and to serve 
their  best interests and to 
preserve the bond of trust 
the library has with our 
stakeholders.”

The library is a non-
profit that receives the 
bulk of its funding from 
taxpayer dollars, and Gal-

ante has been under fire 
ever since his large salary 
was revealed.

At an oversight hear-
ing before the City Coun-
cil earlier this month, the 
library executive testified 
that his executive compen-
sation was set when he was 
hired in 2005 based on a 
comparison to the earnings 
of the heads at 30 other edu-
cational, arts and cultural 
institutions in the city.

He was, however, elu-
sive when it came to dis-
closing whether or not he 
earned any outside income 
— saying only that the li-
brary does not prohibit any 
employee from holding a 
second job — and visibly 
ruffled the feathers of some 
of the lawmakers the li-
brary relies on for funding.

Last week, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
called on Galante to step 
down, but the library’s 

board of directors released 
a statement in support of 
the embattled executive.

Katz also said she 
would like to see the board 
comply with a set of non-
profit best practices the 
state signed into law tak-
ing effect this July that 
will require the library to 
create an audit and a labor 
relations committee and re-
quire financial disclosures 
from key employees.

“Faith must be re-
stored in our library sys-
tem and the board of trust-
ees must act swiftly to do 
its part to restore the trust 
that has been lost before 
any more damage is done 
to an institution that has 
given the city so much,” the 
borough president wrote.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  St. John Cemetery  Mount St. Mary 
  Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

NYPTL 2/23/14
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice…  
but our final resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confirmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no finance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org

Mount S
(Mary Ga

metery
ausoleum)

MMountery

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

Borough President Melinda Katz (r.) is calling on the Queens 
Library board to hire an outside consultant to review library 
President Thomas Galante’s compensation.

Katz calls on Queens Library to re-examine CEO’s salary
Boro prez recommends board of trustees hire outside consultant to review executive compensation
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

attorney, Gerald Shargel, 
wrote to the judge earlier 
this month.

Smith is seeking re-
election and already has 
several contenders lined 
up.

Federal prosecutors 
oppose the motion, saying 
the senator is merely spec-
ulating that an election 
could be scheduled around 
the time of his trial.

“Here, Smith does 
not claim that a failure to 
delay the trial will in any 
way impact his ability to 
defend himself,” U.S. Attor-
ney Preet Bharara, of the 
Southern District, wrote. 
“And he cannot — the ba-
sis for his delay is the mere 

possibility that an election 
in which he intends to par-
ticipate may be scheduled 
at some point around the 
trial date.”

In a separate request 
Tabone argued that a trial 
scheduled for June could co-
incide with state primaries, 
which Albany lawmakers 
are considering moving up 
from September.

Such a trial “would 
clearly interfere with the 
conduct and potentially 
the result of both federal 
and state elections in New 
York by unfairly subject-
ing New York Republican 
Party officials and the 
party agenda to scrutiny, 
but not similarly situated 
Democratic Party officials 
and their party agenda,” 
Tabone’s lawyer, Deborah 
Misir, wrote to Karas, a Re-

publican appointed to the 
bench by President George 
W. Bush in 2003.

There are no Repub-
lican state or federal law-
makers from Queens cur-
rently holding office, and 
it does not yet appear any 
GOP candidates will take a 
serious shot at Democratic 
incumbents. There are, 
however, statewide races 
for governor and attorney 
general as well as contests 
for the state Senate, state 
Assembly and U.S. House 
of Representatives outside 
Queens that the county par-
ty could throw its weight 
behind.

Hauling Republican 
officials into court and ask-
ing them to testify could 
expose GOP strategy that 
might hinder their efforts, 
Tabone contended.

of grease in the sewer line, 
which can cause backups,” 
he said.

The flooding got so 
bad Deutschmann decided 
to completely replace the 
building’s plumbing system 
in September 2011. This still 
did not fix the problem.

Deutschmann then 
had a service clean the new 
pipe, but when that did not 
stop the basement flood-
ing he installed additional 
pumps in the boiler room in 
the basement and installed 
roof drains that slowed the 
flow of rainwater into the 
sewage system. This, how-
ever, did not keep the base-
ment dry.

In December 2012, the 

flooding climaxed when fe-
ces floated through water, 
which rose half way up the 
basement walls.

Deutschmann said 
earlier that month a DEP 
supervisor had told him 
the main sewer had been 
flushed by the agency in 
both directions. The super-
visor insisted the problem 
was with the building’s 
line and could probably be 
explained by tenants using 
too much oil when cooking.

“The monkey’s on my 
back and I have feces float-
ing around in the basement 
here,” Deutschmann said.

Deutschmann then 
hired a contractor to ex-
cavate the area where the 
building’s sewer meets the 
sewer main. The contrac-
tor found the sewer main, 
the responsibility of the 

city, had collapsed and was 
causing a colossal backup. 
When DEP was alerted to 
this, the agency hired a 
contractor to replace the 
damaged portion of the 
main sewer, Deutschmann 
said.

Since then, 
Deutschmann has written 
a letter to DEP to ask to be 
reimbursed for all the mon-
ey he spent to fix the prob-
lem and has filed a claim 
with the city comptroller 
for more than $36,000. He 
said he has not heard any-
thing back.

He said he has not 
considered filing a lawsuit 
against the city.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Tabone

Flood



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
FE

B. 
23

, 2
01

4
10

million in Queens last year 
alone. The analysis shows 
that 680 hosts in Queens 
lodged 16,200 guests in 
their homes, earning $4 
million while visitors spent 
$7 million with businesses 
throughout the borough.

“Airbnb is helping 
Queens residents pay their 
bills and pursue their 
dreams while giving trav-
elers a new, authentic way 

to experience New York 
City by staying in different 
neighborhoods,” company 
CEO Brian Chesky said.

Flushing resident Lin-
da Landivar has been using 
the service for two years, 
renting two rooms in her 
two-family house to more 
than 200 guests during that 
period.

“My husband Robert 
and I are 3-D freelancers in 
advertising and we’ve both 
been out of work since De-
cember,” she said. “I get $50 
a night for one room and $65 

a night for a bigger room 
next to the bathroom. It re-
ally helps pay the bills.”

Landivar took over as 
a caretaker of the house 
when her father retired to 
Florida.

“He’d stay here for a 
few months every year, but 
the rest of the time the room 
was empty,” she said.

Landivar tried the six-
year-old service that con-
nects hosts with guests for 
short-term apartment rent-
als and had a guest stay in 
her house the first week.

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS

Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE ($24 + TAX) 
INCLUDES: 

 1¼ lb Lobster  
(steamed or broiled)

 French Fries or  
Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

TWIN ($44 + TAX) 
INCLUDES: 

 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)
 (Two) French Fries or  

Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–9pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 2/28/14

Exp. 2/28/14

A YOU CAN SEE!

The complete terms are in the offering plan available from sponsor file #H13-0001.

Townhomes starting at $249,900

At Baker Residential we take pride in our quality homes, unparalleled customer service 
and attention to every detail. Your home is designed with you in mind so it will be both 
comfortable and functional. See the difference at Maple Fields! 

Our luxurious townhome designs feature:            Enjoy great amenities such as:

GRAND OPENING!
Visit our Sales Office today to learn about special incentives available!

1 Maple Fields Dr. Middletown, NY • GPS Address: 31 Schutt Rd., Town of Wallkill, NY 10940 
Sales Hours: 10am-5pm and By Appointment

• 3 bedrooms with attached 2-car garages
• Gourmet-inspired kitchens
•  Formal dining rooms and much more!

•  Outdoor Pool
• Magnificent clubhouse
• Basketball Court

Maple-Fields.com • 914-461-9208

the plant.
“I live just 3 miles from 

here, so this has always 
been our neighborhood and 
it’s a painful decision to 
make,” Farber said. “The 
business is viable, but it’s 
not sufficient to support the 
facility.”

The candy company 
has enlisted the real estate 
firm CBRE in marketing 
its four lots, between Beach 
98th Street, Cross Bay Park-

way, Beach Channel Drive 
and the Rockaway Free-
way. A brochure published 
by CBRE notes that the four 
buildings collectively of-
fer 201,474 square feet that 
could be transformed into 
multi-family residences, 
retail space or a mixed-use 
development.

Sandy inundated 
manufacturer with 3 1/2-
foot waves in October 2012. 
Madelaine temporarily 
shut down and estimated 
the storm left it with $50 
million in damages, Farber 
said.

In October, the com-
pany partially reopened, 
running one of its 14 mold 
lines and gradually hiring 
back about 175 of its 450 em-
ployees, Farber said.

Several government 
agencies and a $250,000 
check from National Grid 
contributed to the compa-
ny’s comeback.

Empire State Develop-
ment granted Madelaine 
$6.9 million in tax credits 
for working to keep jobs 
in the state, Cuomo an-
nounced last fall.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Tourists

Madelaine
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Authentic German
Dining & Experience

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

Located Right Next to Our Stammtisch Pork Store

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Goulash Soup or Salad

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE
Served with Homefried Potatoes.
Choice of Pork or Chicken Cutlet:

Wienerschnitzel
traditional breaded cutlet, served with lemon

Wienerschnitzel ala Holstein
with an egg, capers and anchovie (optional)

Jägerschnitzel
mushroom sauce, house favorite

Zigeunerschnitzel
onion, pepper, paprika sauce

Schnitzel Hawaii
pineapple, curryrahm sauce, ham and cheese

Pfe�erschnitzel
light peppercorn cream sauce

FOR DESSERT
Homemade Rice Pudding

with meringue topping
Co�ee or �ea

�ondays � �uesdays Pri� �i� � 	nly 
��.�
�ine��n 	nly. �o Substitutions.
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