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Two Queens men were ar-
rested last weekend and charged 
separately in a rash of burglaries 
that were committed across the 
borough over the last six months, 
the Queens district attorney’s of-
fice said.

Raheim West, 37, of Long Is-
land City, and Randolph Ardila, 
29, of Maspeth, allegedly partici-
pated in a number of burglaries 
hitting a range of targets in a 
long list of neighborhoods, the DA 

Continued on Page 54

BY KELSEY DURHAM

State Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) an-
nounced new legislation Sunday 
aimed at cracking down on haz-
ing after the recent death of Mi-

chael Deng, a 19-year-old Baruch 
College student from Oakland 
Gardens who died in December 
from injuries he sustained dur-
ing a fraternity hazing ritual.

Weprin held a news confer-
ence Sunday afternoon outside 

Baruch College, at the corner of 
24th Street and Lexington Av-
enue in Manhattan, where he 
described a bill he has named 
“Michael Deng’s Law.” The bill 
is designed to amend the current 
definition of hazing in the New 

York penal code to include any 
physical contact that puts anoth-
er person at risk for injury during 
any kind of initiation.

Weprin said he drafted the 
legislation in response to the 

Continued on Page 54
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Burglary spree
across Queens
ends in arrests
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Instructor Edna Santana shows off an Eastern box turtle to youngsters (l.-r.) Jessica Lish, Jordan and April Koffi and John Rouvelas during an animal care 
training class at the Alley Pond Environmental Center. See more photos on Page 18. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Over the next five 

months, Flushing business 
owners and entrepreneurs 
will be able to take advan-
tage of a new program that 
will enable them to become 
more Web savvy.

One Flushing, a com-
munity-based economic de-
velopment center, launched 
a boot camp last Thursday 
to offer assistance to busi-
nesses seeking to establish 
an online presence through 
a number of tools, includ-
ing social media.

“We’re hoping the use 
of social media, Web and 
online marketing could 
propel some of these busi-
nesses to generate more 
sales and customers out-
side of their existing base,” 
said John Choe, the organi-
zation’s director.

One Flushing has been 
holding business assis-
tance workshops over the 
last year, but the new boot 
camp’s focus on new tech-
nologies is a fresh approach 
for Flushing businesses 
hoping to bring themselves 
into the digital age, Choe 
said.

The program will run 
in monthly workshops on 

the last Thursday of every 
month. The next session 
will be being March 27.

Choe said the organi-
zation decided to focus on 
e-commerce this year, after 
hearing feedback from last 
year’s participants who 
wanted to learn how they 
can apply new technologies 
to their businesses.

The boot camp will 
teach businesses about tar-
geting a wider customer 
base by building their own 
websites and signing up 
for new services, such as 
an online payment system 
that bypasses credit card 
companies and provides 
a secure way of avoiding 
high transaction fees.

After each workshop, 
there will be an opportu-
nity for entrepreneurs and 
business owners to have 
one-on-one consulting ses-
sions the following Friday. 
The program’s facilitators, 
who are all volunteers from 
the community that have 
a background in informa-
tion technology, will use 
these to follow up with par-
ticipants and to help launch 
specific technologies for ex-
isting businesses such as 
websites and social media 
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
With the changing face 

of religion in the 21st cen-
tury, one Bayside resident 
is trying to help restore 
the luster to some churches 
whose enrollment and fi-
nancial situations have suf-
fered in recent years.

Michael Cadigan, a 
student at the Catholic New-
man Center at Queens Col-
lege, has brought a grass-
roots movement called 
NYC Mass Mob to Queens 
with the goal of helping 
struggling churches regain 
members.

Each month, Cadi-
gan will produce a list of 
the four poorest Catholic 
 churches in New York City 
and the public can vote on 
them. The winning church 
will receive a visit from the 
Mass Mob, a large group of 
supporters who will attend 
mass at the church in hopes 
of bringing attention to the 
institution.

Cadigan said he was 
inspired to start the NYC 
Mass Mob, a play-on-words 
on the phrase “flash mob,” 
after hearing about a simi-
lar program happening in 
Buffalo. He said the move-
ment in the western part of 
the state has already gained 
a large following, and he 
decided to try his hand at 
bringing the concept to the 
city.

“The idea just really 
captivated me and I figured 
I would try and start my 
own movement,” he said. 
“It sounds funny, ‘mass 
mob,’ but that’s what makes 

it interesting.”
Cadigan began going 

out into the community 
about two weeks ago and 
pitching his ideas to local 
churches to gauge their 
reactions and see if it was 
something church leaders 
would be interested in. He 
said the people he has talk-
ed to so far believe in his 
idea and think it will help 
churches in need.

“It’s a good way to 
show off churches that need 
a boost,” he said. “It raises 
money and awareness and 
inspires people to go back 
to their faith.”

After speaking with a 
local priest  and obtaining a 
list of the poorest churches 
in the city, Cadigan chose 
the four at the top of the list, 
one being Our Lady of Sor-
rows in Corona, to partici-

pate in his first Mass Mob. 
Starting in a few weeks, he 
said, the public can vote 
online for one of the four 
churches to get a visit once 
voting closes.

Cadigan said he is not 
simply trying to raise funds 
for any certain denomina-
tion of religion. To him, the 
idea behind the NYC Mass 
Mob is more about intro-
ducing people of all faiths 
to other sects and discover-
ing other areas of religion.

“For example, there’s 
a pretty significant Korean 
community here in Bayside 
and I think the Mass Mob 
will show that the Catholic 
Church is inclusive,” Cadi-
gan said.

So far, Cadigan said he 
has a large group of people 
who have joined his move-
ment, and the Facebook 

page he set up for the NYC 
Mass Mob already has 
more than 100 supporters. 
When he is ready to launch 
the voting, those interested 
in participating can visit 
nycmassmob.com to cast 
their ballots.

Cadigan said he is hop-
ing the movement grows 
in size and popularity as it 
continues and plans to visit 
one church every month, 
starting with smaller ones 
and working up to the larg-
er churches in the city.

But for now, he said, 
he is simply looking to help 
someone in need.

“It’s an unconvention-
al idea, but I think it’s in-
triguing and inspiring,” he 
said. “Hopefully, it makes 
people interested in going 
to church again.” Members of One Flushing kick off last year’s business boot camp. 

Photo courtesy One Flushing

Our Lady of Sorrows in Corona is one of four churches chosen to be part of the NYC Mass Mob move-
ment that aims to help struggling churches regain members. Photo by Christina Santucci

One Flushing launches 
e-commerce boot camp

Baysider starts ‘Mass Mob’
College student wants to help Catholic churches with new movement

Continued on Page 54
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A stretch of Bell Boulevard 
in Bayside was transformed into 
a movie set this week when the 
strip was used for an episode of 
a nationally broadcast television 
show.

Trailers lined the street 
Monday as CBS shot scenes for an 
episode of “Elementary,” a crime 
drama starring Lucy Liu and 
Jonny Lee Miller that is based on 
a modern-day interpretation of 
Sherlock Holmes. The crew spent 
the day in Bayside using various 
businesses and locations along 
the boulevard to film the entire 
episode.

Elizabeth Fisher, a member 
of the director’s team, said the 
area was chosen a few weeks ago 
as a good fit by CBS based on the 
look of the neighborhood and what 
was required for the episode.

“Scouts match the needs of 
the script to places in the area,” 
Fisher said,“ whatever neighbor-
hoods can accommodate us.”

The show takes place in New 
York City and Fisher said being 
able to film in the locale is an 
important part of the series. She 
said the show frequently visits 
Queens and has been to Bayside a 
few times in the past.

“New York is a major char-
acter of our show, and we really 
want to highlight it and all the 
diversity,” Fisher said. “We shoot 
in different neighborhoods all the 
time and really like to feature the 
whole city.”

Parts of the episode were shot 
in North Shore Animal Hospital, 
at 42-02 215th St., and Gleason’s 
Funeral Home, at 36-46 Bell Blvd.

Lyle Sclair, executive direc-
tor of the Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement District, said 
TV shows and movies have been 
filmed in the area in the past and 
businesses are usually happy to 
see their neighborhoods featured 
on the screen.

“If the business is displayed 
by its actual name, it’s tremen-
dous advertising,” he said. “We 

always like to see productions 
that leverage the current-day Bell 
Boulevard based on the success 
it’s had in the past.”

Some of the episode was also 
shot outside on the street, leading 
to temporary road closures along 
Bell Boulevard for a portion of the 

day. Parking was also suspended 
Monday in certain spots sur-
rounding the set, causing some 
congestion for motorists while 
filming took place.

Sclair said the BID is con-
stantly working with Commu-
nity Board 11, the 111th Precinct 
and the mayor’s Office of Film, 
Theater and Broadcasting, which 
issues permits for film shoots 
around the city, in order to mini-
mize the effect the parking and 
traffic issues could have on the 
area businesses.

Fisher said she could not re-
veal what the episode was about 
or why it so closely matched Bay-
side, but she said it is scheduled 
to run as Episode 19 during the 
show’s second season, currently 
airing on CBS.

“Just keep an eye out for it,” 
she said.

Reach reporter Kelsey Dur-
ham at 718-260-4573 or by e-mail at 
kdurham@cnglocal.com.

Trailers line Bell Boulevard during the shoot, including a dressing room for Lucy 
Liu. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Bayside welcomes national network for television shoot
CBS uses businesses along Bell Boulevard to fi lm second-season episode of cop drama ‘Elementary’

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The NYPD’s second in 
command was honored by 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown last week 
at a Black History Month 
event in the prosecutor’s 
offices.

NYPD Chief of Depart-
ment Philip Banks III was 
presented with the William 
Tucker Garvin Public Ser-
vice Award for his years of 
public service.

“Chief Banks has long 
been hailed for his suc-
cessful efforts in building 
relationships between the 
NYPD and the communi-
ties it serves, particularly 
in enhancing the lives of 
young people and steering 
them away from crime,” 
Brown said at the ceremo-
ny.

Banks joined the Po-
lice Department in 1986 
after he attended Columbia 
and Harvard universities. 
Banks was a precinct com-
mander in three different 
precincts and also served 
as chief of the department’s 
Community Affairs Bureau 
in 2010.

He rose steadily 
through the ranks until he 
was appointed to his cur-
rent position last March. 
Banks is only the second 
African-American to reach 

the prestigious rank.
“He’s proven time 

and again he is not only 
an outstanding field com-
mander and manager of 
police personnel and opera-
tions, but also as a bridge 
builder to the community,” 
Brown said. “But most im-
portantly, he’s a resident of 
Queens.”

Banks was rumored 
to be in the runnings to be-
come Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
police commissioner and 
city Public Advocate Letitia 
James publicly expressed 
her support for him before 
Bill Bratton was appointed.

“He is truly the glue 
that holds the department 
together,” Bratton said of 
Banks at the DA’s ceremo-
ny. “He is one of the finest 
of the Finest.”

The award was estab-
lished in 2001 to honor the 
memory of Garvin, the first 
black assistant district at-
torney in Queens. Before 
he joined the DA’s office, 
Garvin was one of the two 
first black graduates of 
St. John’s University Law 
School and the first Afri-
can-American to serve on 
School Board 50 in Queens 
back in 1943.

“His accomplishments 
and service to others were 
exemplary,” Brown said 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The New York Racing 
Association and state As-
semblyman Phillip Goldfed-
er (D-Rockaway Beach) are 
at odds over which commu-
nity is entitled to revenue 
generated at Resorts World 
in South Ozone Park.

Goldfeder railed 
against NYRA for fun-
neling “a large majority” 
of capital improvements 
funding from the racino in 
Queens to Belmont Park 
in Long Island and Sara-
toga Arena upstate rather 
than tending to the decay-
ing Aqueduct Racetrack in 
Queens.

Flanked by union 
leaders representing track 
employees, Goldfeder an-
nounced Monday that 
he has drafted a bill that 
would bar NYRA from us-
ing capital improvement 
money gathered at Resorts 
World for projects outside 
the city.

“Enough is enough. It’s 
about time that NYRA stop 
giving our money away and 
invest in the community 
the money is being raised 

in,” Goldfeder said in the 
Aqueduct lobby. “The right 
bet should be placed on Aq-
ueduct, and if we place the 
right bet, we’re going to hit 
the jackpot.”

But NYRA, which has 
a franchise agreement to 
operate the three state-
owned racetracks, said it 
handed over land at the 
Aqueduct, Belmont and 

Saratoga tracks to the state 
in exchange for receiving a 
portion of the revenues gen-
erated at Resorts World’s 
video lottery terminals.

Under this agreement, 
NYRA Communications 
Director Eric Wing said the 
racino’s operator, Genting 
Group New York, agreed 
to earmark 4 percent of 
money collected after pay-

ing out winnings for capital 
improvements at Aqueduct, 
Elmont and Saratoga.

Resorts World, which 
declined comment, oper-
ates on the same property 
as Aqueduct and the two 
businesses share the 110-00 
Rockaway Blvd. address.

“Assemblyman Gold-
feder is calling for all of 
those monies to be spent, 
100 percent on Aqueduct. 
But in the past year we’ve 
spent well over $5 million 
on Aqueduct,” Wing said. 
“We have an obligation 
to all three of our race-
tracks.”

Neither the assembly-
man nor NYRA could say 
precisely how much of the 
4 percent was invested in 
work at each racetrack over 
the past three years.

The assemblyman said 
capital improvement fund-
ing fluctuates, but this year 
4 percent of Resorts Worlds’ 
profits amounted to about 
$31.4 million. He argued 
such money should go to-
ward fixing up Aqueduct 
and spurring economic de-
velopment in South Ozone 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

With help from city 
Department of Transpor-
tation staff, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio swept debris out of 
a last pothole, shoveled in 
asphalt and pounded in the 
filling on a Maspeth street 
corner.

The mayor tried his 
hand at roadway repair 
work last week before 
unveiling a street main-
tenance plan with DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg.

De Blasio said more 
snow has fallen in the first 
two months of this calendar 
year than ever before in the 
city’s history. Plows, salt, 
tire chains and the freezing 

and thawing of snow and 
ice have riddled the roads 
with potholes, which de 
Blasio said merits a blitz on 
the roadway nuisances.

The mayor said DOT 
crews have been working 
diligently and filled 113,131 
potholes citywide and near-
ly 27,000 in Queens — more 
than double the number 
plugged by mid-February 
in the prior two years.

“Every day has been 
unpredictable. What has 
been absolutely predict-
able, however, is they have 
to go to work and they have 
to fill the potholes,” de Bla-
sio said. “They’ve been do-
ing it on a schedule we’ve 
never seen before.”

The city has added $7.3 

million to the DOT budget 
to facilitate the mainte-
nance work. Trottenberg 
said 50 DOT crews would 
be assigned to fill potholes 
in all five boroughs every 
weekend and the agency’s 

roughly 30 daily pothole 
teams would continue to 
work at double the pace.

Trottenberg said DOT 
crews would repave about 
90,000 square yards of par-
ticularly beat-up streets, 
including portions of the 
Belt Parkway, 159th Av-
enue between 79th and 
80th streets and a stretch of 
Beach Channel Drive in the 
Rockaways.

The commissioner 
said her team has been col-
laborating with the state to 
craft maintenance plans 
for highways and freeways 
owned by both govern-
ments.

DOT staff are slated 
to receive digital tablets 

Mayor Bill de Blasio fills 
a pothole in Maspeth. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

State Assemblyman Phillip Goldfeder discusses his bill to secure 
more money for capital investments at Aqueduct Racetrack. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Phillip Banks III (l.) receives the William Tucker Garvin 
Award from Queens District Attorney Richard Brown (r.). 

Photo  courtesy Queens DA

Plan to plug potholes starts in Maspeth

Aqueduct funding sought
Pol urges NYRA to invest more Resort World profi ts in S. Ozone track 

Queens DA applauds 
NYPD’s Chief Banks

Continued on Page 54
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said he thinks 
he will fit right in with the 
upper chamber’s Indepen-
dent Democratic Confer-
ence even if there are a few 
kinks to be worked out with 
the leadership of his new 
caucus.

The two-term senator 
and former city council-
man announced Wednes-
day he was breaking ranks 
with Albany’s Democratic 
leadership to join the IDC, a 
rogue group of lawmakers 
who denied their party a 
majority when they entered 
into a power-sharing agree-
ment with Republicans fol-
lowing the 2012 elections.

“It’s something that’s 
been on my mind a while, 
something that’s been sug-
gested to me by people in-
volved in good government 
groups,” he said. “I’ve al-
ways been an independent 
guy, going back to when I 
was on the City Council.”

Avella, who has right-
ly earned his reputation as 
an iconoclast for refusing 
to play nice with the politi-
cal establishment, said he 
had been watching the IDC 
closely ever since Sen. Jef-
frey Klein (D-Bronx) led 
five lawmakers, including 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-
Hollis), in revolt against 
the Democratic leadership 
at the State House.

He said that for the 
most part he sees eye-to-eye 
with Klein and his progres-
sive initiatives, although 
when it comes to issues 
such as the IDC chairman’s 
support of Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s universal pre-kin-
dergarten plan, there are 
some differences.

Whereas Klein and de 
Blasio support raising tax-
es on city residents earning 
more than $500,000 a year 
to fund pre-K, Avella said 
he would prefer a “true 
millionaires tax” on those 
earning $1 million or more 
like the one he advocated 

for more than two years 
ago. 

“It’s not like we’re that 
far apart on the issue it-
self,” he explained. “At the 
end of the day it’s all about 
making compromises.”

The jury is still out on 
just how much can be done 
by the IDC, which set out to 

bring a progressive agen-
da to Albany and break 
through the state Legisla-
ture’s gridlock.

The rogue conference 
helped pass the state’s gun 
reforms in the wake of the 
Sandy Hook shooting and 
raise the minimum wage to 
$8 an hour, but Albany fell 

short on other progressive 
projects such as the Dream 
Act and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s women’s equality 
agenda.

Klein said he looked 
forward to working with 
Avella on issues such as 
lifting up working-class 
families.

“The breadth of his ex-
perience, in both the City 
Council and the Senate, 
makes him the type of sea-
soned legislator who knows 
how to get things done,” 
Klein said. “I am very 
pleased to welcome him to 
the team.”

The IDC has been 
down to four members ever 
since April, when the con-
ference booted Smith after 
he was arrested on corrup-
tion charges.

The Democrats will 
try to regain control of the 
Senate later this year, but 
Avella said they had slim 
chances even before he de-
fected.

“Anybody who realisti-
cally looks at the situation 
in terms of the Democratic 
conference can see they 
would still have to win a lot 
of seats,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The embattled CEO 
of the Queens Library told 
reporters earlier this week 
he does not believe the con-
tinuing criticism over his 
executive compensation 
and the library’s spending 
will pose a problem when 
it comes time for the non-
profit to raise funds.

“I think that people 
provide funding to the 
Queens Library because 
they want to see us improve 
and access services and be-
cause of all the good we do,” 
Thomas  Galante, who has 
come under fire for earning 
a three-figure salary while 
the library outsourced 
union custodial jobs, told 
reporters at the central li-

brary in Jamaica Monday. 
“I think people want to see 
public libraries grow and 
our services to be expanded 
and we continue to see that 
right now.”

The library, which re-
ceives the majority of its 
financial support from the 
city budget and allocations 
by individual officials  , in-
vited reporters to discuss 
calls for reform and recent 
moves made by the trust-
ees nearly a month after a 
series of news reports were 
published detailing the ex-
ecutive’s salary and capital 
construction projects dur-
ing a time when the library 
was contracting out union 
custodial jobs.

In response to the 
revelations, a special City 

Council committee spent 
nearly three hours grilling 
Galante earlier this month, 
a state lawmaker from 
northeast Queens called 
on him to resign and the 
borough president handed 
the board of trustees a list 
of recommendations aimed 
at reforming the library’s 
operations.

At its Feb. 20 meet-
ing, the library’s board 
of trustees authorized an 
outside company to review 
Galante’s $392,000 salary 
and agreed to restructure 
his contract — eliminating 
an “evergreen” clause that 
had the agreement renew 
for a five-year period every 
day.

The company has 

BY BILL PARRY

The Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey 
has scored another victory 
over an airline in its ongo-
ing battle for fairer wages 
for service workers at the 
two airports in Queens.

American Airlines 
has agreed to boost the 
wages of low-paid workers 
at Kennedy and LaGuardia 
airports.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced that American 
will order an immediate $1 
per hour raise for contract 
workers making $9 per 
hour or less.

In addition to the raise, 
American Airlines will des- JetBlue is underfire for being the last air carrier to defy the Port 

Authority in ongoing low-wage battle.

State Sen. Tony Avella is breaking ranks with Albany’s Democratic leadership to join the Independent 
Democratic Conference.

JetBlue alone in wage war
as competitors OK raises

Galante addresses controversy 
as library reviews CEO’s salary

Avella to join Senate’s Independent Dems
Albany lawmaker says he shares similar views with breakaway group on most progressive issues

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 47
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Several nonprofits in 
northeast Queens delivered 
budget testimonies last 
week in front of Borough 
President Melinda Katz as 
they formally requested 
funding to help maintain 
vital programs across their 
institutions.

North Shore-LIJ made 
one of the most significant 
requests for more than $2.7 
million for the 2015 fiscal 
year. The hospital request-
ed funds for three facili-
ties — Forest Hills-LIJ, LIJ 
Medical Center and Cohen 
Children’s Medical Cen-
ter — to help ease costs of 
care and equipment for the 
hundreds of thousands of 
patients the hospital says it 
serves every year.

William Cunningham, 
who testified on behalf of 
North Shore-LIJ, requested 
$735,883 for its Forest Hills 
facility that he said would 
go toward “essential medi-

cal equipment” and a medi-
cal support vehicle.

He also requested 
$606,418 in grant money to 
purchase equipment for the 
Cohen Children’s Medical 
Center in Flushing.

Cunningham also 
asked for $1,425,842 for 
the LIJ Medical Center to 
purchase new equipment, 
including an environmen-
tally friendly ambulance 
and a 37-foot-long emer-
gency evacuation vehicle 
that would accommodate 
30 ambulatory patients, 
15 stretchers or 11 wheel-
chairs.

Community Board 11, 
which represents Auburn-
dale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Hollis Hills, Little Neck 
and Oakland Gardens, 
said the majority of calls 
the office receives involve 
transportation complaints 
and asked that the board be 
granted money to help with 
road maintenance and curb 
repairs.

“The crumbling curbs 
are hazardous to pedestri-
ans,” said Susan Seinfeld, 
district manager of CB 11. 
“On Union Turnpike, rebar 
from broken curbs sticks 
out into the roadway, caus-
ing a hazard for motorists.”

CB 11’s requests heav-
ily favored the area’s parks 
as the board asked for mon-
ey to remove dead trees and 
stumps and replace them 
with new plants.

Queensborough Com-
munity College made a for-
mal request for more than 
$1.9 million that school 
president Diane Call said 
would go toward three ma-
jor projects.

Call said the school 
is hoping to build a new 
kitchen and dining facil-
ity, make $550,000 in roof 
repairs across campus and 
install a new underground 
central chiller plant that 
would distribute cold water 
to multiple buildings on the 
school’s grounds.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Flushing nonprofits 
appealed to the borough 
president last week to get 
their piece of the budget 
pie.

Community Board 7 
asked for a reconstruction 
of roads, sewers and street 
lights in a section of Willets 
Point as one of its budget 
priorities this year.

“They have extensive 
flooding problems and the 
roadbed has sunk, making 
it impossible for drivers to 
navigate the area. It takes 
on the appearance of a 
third-world country,” CB 7 
District Manager Marilyn 
Bitterman said in her tes-
timony.

The area the board is 
hoping to reconstruct is 
in Phase 2 of the $3 billion 

redevelopment of Willets 
Point into a new commer-
cial, retail and residential 
neighborhood.

The Iron Triangle’s 
lone resident, David An-
tonacci, also gave testi-
mony on behalf of Willets 
Point United, and said he 
has been pushing for the 
reconstruction for years.

“We emphasize that 
the Willets Point develop-
ment plan is not an excuse 
to refrain from spending to 
maintain and repair Wil-
lets Point streets,” he said 
in his testimony.

The city Department 
of Transportation sur-
veyed the area in 2012 and 
determined it would cost 
approximately $15 million 
to reconstruct its streets. 
Antonacci, however, said 
a Willets Point contractor, 

St. John Enterprises, has 
offered to do it for a lesser 
cost.

Another budget appli-
cation by the Kissena Cor-
ridor Park Conservancy 
was a proposal for a 3/4-
acre meditation garden on 
the site of a former New 
York Queens Hospital park-
ing lot across from the hos-
pital’s Oncology Center.

“The purpose is to 
provide a respite and heal-
ing environment for cancer 
patients, other patients, 
seniors and the increas-
ing demand of the general 
public in Flushing,” the 
conservancy’s president, 
Roland Wade, said in his 
testimony.

The conservancy has 
already funded a design 
and material list for the 

Health care is major priority 
in 2015 NE Qns budget needs

Flushing organizations seek 
funding from BP for projects

helps you get back 
on your feet.
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i~Pain

BROOKLYN — Police were hunting for a 
suspect who allegedly used a duplicate credit 
card at a Brooklyn liquor store to charge pur-
chases to the account of a victim from the 109th 
Precinct, the NYPD said.

The suspect, who police described as a 
black man with short black hair and brown 
eyes, allegedly made unauthorized purchases 
on two days in mid-February at Lucky Ren li-
quor store using a credit card with an altered 
magnetic strip containing a victim’s credit 
card information, police said.

The suspect was wearing a black sweat-
shirt and black pants in both incidents, accord-
ing to cops.

FLUSHING — A fraudster tried to con an elderly 
Flushing man out of $4,000 by impersonating a com-
mander at the 109th Precinct, police said.

The 75-year-old man received a phone call around 2 
p.m. Feb. 13 from a man claiming he was an IRS official, 
according to cops.

The fake IRS agent demanded the senior put $4,000 
in back taxes on a prepaid debit card, and when the el-
derly man expressed his skepticism, the man threatened 
he would have a police officer call back to confirm there 
was a warrant for the senior’s arrest, police said.

The scammer then called back pretending to be 
Deputy Inspector Brian Maguire and was able to mask 
his number as one that came from the precinct, police 
said.

The septuagenarian was still not fooled and report-
ed the phone call to the police.

Police said this is one example of a citywide tele-
phone scam that uses GreenDot MoneyPak cards to bilk 
its victims for thousands of dollars.

Blotter

FLUSHING — Police were looking for an Asian man who 
was reported missing Saturday.

Meng Lu, 31, was last seen leaving his home the morning of 
Feb. 14 around 8 a.m., police said.

The NYPD described him as Asian, 5-foot-6, weighing 140 
pounds, with brown eyes and black hair.

Police said he was last seen wearing a green North Face 
jacket, blue jeans and black shoes.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The number of city 
schools and community-
based organizations pro-
posing to host pre-kinder-
garten sites in Queens next 
school year has more than 
doubled after Mayor Bill de 
Blasio requested submis-
sions to help fulfill his goal 
of providing 21,000 new 
seats next year, the admin-
istration announced earlier 
this week.

A total of 291 schools 
and community organiza-
tions — up from 130 last 
year — submitted propos-
als to provide pre-K sites 
next year in Queens, the 
mayor’s office disclosed 
Tuesday as the city said it 
received more than enough 
submissions to meet the 
goal for its pre-K rollout.

“Make no mistake: 
We can change the lives of 
tens of thousands of chil-
dren. We can do it in a mat-
ter of months,” de Blasio 
said. “Hundreds of school 
principals and community 
leaders — the people who 
already do this work — 
have come forward with 
detailed plans to provide 
pre-K to more children in 
their neighborhoods.”

The administration 
said about 930 schools and 
community-based organi-
zations citywide submitted 
plans to create more than 
29,000 new seats next year, 

8,000 more than the target 
set by the city for Septem-
ber.

Under de Blasio’s pre-
K plan, the city wants to 
provide 53,604 full-day 
seats in the fall, increasing 
the number to 73,250 by the 
2015 school year.

The majority of pre-K 
seats already being offered 
are provided by communi-
ty groups, which have pro-
posed 214 sites in Queens 
for fall, up from 113 submis-
sions last year. The bor-
ough’s public schools have 
submitted plans for 77 sites, 
more than four times the 17 
sites proposed for the cur-
rent school year.

De Blasio and city 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña touted the results 
from his administration’s 
request for proposals as 
proof that the city has the 
logistical capability to roll 
out the pre-K initiative.

“We already know 
demand from families for 
high-quality, full-day pre-K 
is exceptionally high, and 
these numbers confirm 
that we are ready to de-
liver,” Fariña said. “With 
high-quality providers and 
schools across all five bor-
oughs eager to deliver for 
our 4-year-olds, we know 
that our plan can be imple-
mented on Day 1.”

One of the questions 
that remains is whether or 

BY BILL PARRY

A  pastor in western 
Queens turns his church 
into a community event 
space once every month, 
usually for a musical con-
cert. But this past Saturday 
the Sunnyside Reformed 
Church hosted something 
different.

“Freedom Summer,”a 
documentary film about 
the Freedom Riders 1964 
fight for civil rights in Mis-
sissippi, had its East Coast 
premier at the church. 

 The film’s Emmy 
Award-winning director, 
Stanley Nelson, screened 
the movie for the crowd 
of a hundred and fielded 
questions for an hour after-
ward.

How did such a  high 
profile film, which made its 
debut at the 2014 Sundance 
Film Festival and will air 
on PBS in June, end up at 
the Sunnyside Reformed 
Church?

The director, grew up 
with the church’s pastor, 
Neil Margetson.

“We’ve known each 
other since we were kids. 
We’re best friends for life,” 
Margetson said.

The event was free and 
open to the public, some-
thing the church does on a 
monthly basis. Normally 
the Sunnyside Reformed 
Church hosts concerts 
from big band to Chicago-
style blues.

“We’ve had everything 
from classical music to 
cowboy jazz. One of these 
days I’m going to get a real 

rock-’n’-roll band to come 
in here and blow the roof 
off,” Margetson said.

His church is a 
100-year-old building 
known as the “Little 
Church on the Corner,” at 
47th Street and Skillman 
Avenue. His congregation 
is small, too, with 40 regu-
lars and another 40 “faith-
ful friends.”

Margetson likes to 
have the monthly events 
as a form of community-
building.

“It’s good to get to 
know your neighbors, to 
get out and socialize. It has 
happened that visitors have 
joined the congregation, but 
that’s not the point. We’re 
trying to model Christ here 
and I don’t remember read-
ing anywhere that he was 
counting heads,” he said.

Saturday marked a 
milestone for Margetson as 
well.

“That was my five-year 
anniversary here at the 
church,” he said. “Before 

starting here I had only 
been to Queens maybe 10 
times my entire life, didn’t 
really have any reason.”

Born and raised in 
Manhattan, Margetson was 
a professional musician fol-
lowing college.

“I was a guitarist, a 
keyboardist, a singer and 
composer, but alcohol kind 
of wrecked everything,” he 
said.

Margetson gave up mu-
sic for academia, getting an 
anthropology degree from 
Columbia University and 
working for the city trying 
to help solve the homeless 
problem. Then he spent 17 
years doing data-based sta-
tistics at Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center.

“The whole time I was 
a 12-stepper and that’s how 
I found my way to Jesus. I 
grew up in a house with-
out a Bible, never went to 
church. When I decided I 
was going to seminary, I 
heard a voice, but I didn’t 
have a Bible,” Margetson 

said.
After nine years of 

seminary and three years 
of denominational require-
ments, he had his license, 
which meant he could apply 
for a ministry job.

“Everyone told me it 
was going to be a long wait, 
but this is the first church 
that gave me an interview 
and I got the job. When I 
saw what they were pay-
ing, I said ‘This is not go-
ing to work,’ but I realized 
God was talking to me so I 
couldn’t say no,” Marget-
son said.

He took early retire-
ment from Sloan-Kettering 
with a small pension at age 
57 and settled in as pastor 
of the Little Church on the 
Corner.

Margetson just fin-
ished a stint as president of 
the Reformed Churches of 
Queens.

“The diversity is amaz-
ing. Of the 29 churches in 
the association 14 were Ko-
rean and several more are 
African-American. Great 
experience. They wanted 
me to take over the state as-
sociation, but my wife and 
congregation put their foot 
down,” he said.

Margetson is already 
planning the next events: 
Vince Anderson March 22 
and Carol Sudhalter and 
her Astoria Big Band May 
24.

No word on the rock-
’n’-roll concert yet.

“I’ve got eight years to 
get that done. I’ve got man-
datory retirement at 70,” he 
said.

“Freedom Summer” director Stanley Nelson (l) 
with Sunnyside Reformed Church Pastor Neil Margetson. 

Photo courtesy Arlen G. Margetson

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio (l.) listens while New York City 
Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina speaks during a news confer-
ence this week. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Pastor takes different path
Sunnyside church hosts premiere of ‘Freedom Summer’ documentary

Proposed pre-K sites
double in boro: City

Continued on Page 47

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The mystery of Avonte 
Oquendo’s death did not 
become any clearer Thurs-
day when the city medical 
examiner concluded the 
cause and manner of the 
boy’s death was undeter-
mined.

The 14-year-old au-
tistic boy’s remains were 

found on the College Point 
waterfront in January af-
ter he vanished from his 
Long Island City school in 
October.

Video footage showed 
Avonte running through 
his school’s halls before 
bolting through an open 
door.

After his death was 
confirmed, a lawyer rep-

resenting his mother, Van-
essa Fontaine, said she 
intended to file a wrongful 
death claim against the city 
and the Department of Edu-
cation.

Fontaine recently filed 
court papers challenging 
the Police Department’s 
denial of a Freedom of In-
formation Law request her 
lawyer filed on her behalf 

in October that asked for 
any information about 
Avonte’s disappearance.

The NYPD was wait-
ing to release information 
until the medical examiner 
made a determination, ac-
cording to the family’s law-
yer.

Cause of Avonte’s death ruled undetermined by ME

Call the newsroom: 
718-260-4545
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

MTA Bus Time, which 
will enable Queens strap-
hangers to determine 
where their buses are and 
when they are supposed to 
arrive, will go into opera-
tion March 9.

“MTA Bus Time has 
added a new dimension 
to bus travel, completing 
installation citywide,” 
said Thomas Prendergast, 
chairman of the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity. “MTA Bus time allows 
you to use your computer or 
phone to ‘know before you 
go’ to keep you informed of 
your bus’ expected arrival 
at the bus stop.”

Installation of Bus 
Time on scores of Brooklyn 
lines will also take place 
the same day.

Queens routes to get 
Bus Time March 9 will in-

clude the Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4, Q6, 
Q7, Q8, Q9, Q10, Q11, Q12, 
Q13, Q15, Q15A, Q16, Q17, 
Q18, Q19, Q20A, Q20B, Q21, 
Q22, Q23, Q24, Q25, Q26, 
Q27, Q28, Q29, Q30, Q31, 
Q32, Q33, Q34, Q35, Q36, 
Q37, Q38, Q39, Q40, Q41, 
Q42, Q43, Q44, Q46, Q47, 
Q48, Q49, Q52, Q53, Q54, 
Q55, Q56, Q58, Q59, Q60, 
Q64, Q65, Q66, Q67, Q69, 
Q70, Q72, Q76, Q77, Q83, 
Q84, Q85, Q88, Q100, Q101, 
Q102, Q103, Q104, Q110, 
Q111, Q112, Q113, QM1, 
QM2, QM3, QM4, QM5, 
QM6, QM7, QM8, QM10, 
QM11, QM12, QM15, QM16, 
QM17, QM18, QM20, QM21, 
QM24, QM25, X27, X28, X37, 
X38, X63, X64 and X68.

These additions 
bring to more than 9,000 
bus stops in the MTA Bus 
Time system and a total of 
more than 15,000 citywide. 
Enhanced GPS hardware 

has been installed in 5,500 
buses operating in all five 
boroughs.

MTA Bus Time was in-
troduced on all bus routes 
on Staten Island in Janu-
ary 2012, all bus routes in 
the Bronx in November 
2012 and in Manhattan in 

October 2013
MTA Bus Time can be 

used in three ways:
1. Click It: From any 

Web-enabled smartphone 
or desktop computer, go to 
bustime.mta.info and enter 
a bus route, intersection, 
street address, landmark 

or bus stop code. You will 
get an application showing 
where buses are within the 
specific route or region you 
have searched. Click on a 
bus stop or bus for detailed 
information.

2. Text It: Text an inter-
section or street address to 
511123 from any cellphone 
to receive a message listing 
local bus routes. Choose a 
route and direction to learn 
the location of the closest 
bus stop and how far away 
the next buses are. Bus dis-
tances are given in terms of 
miles away if the bus is far 
and in terms of bus stops 
away if close.

3. Scan It: If you have 
a smartphone with a QR 
Code Reader, scan the QR 
Code printed on the Guide-
a-Ride schedules posted at 
bus stops. Without touch-
ing a button, your smart-
phone will instantly take 

you to information about 
buses approaching the 
stop where you are stand-
ing. Because of Hurricane 
Sandy, some bus stops do 
not yet have Guide-a-Rides 
showing the QR Codes and 
bus stop codes. They will be 
updated soon.

“Removing the guess-
work from the bus trip 
through real-time arrival 
information is exciting for 
me, and I look forward to 
seeing every bus in the city 
equipped with MTA Bus 
Time,” said Darryl Irick, 
senior vice president for 
buses for MTA New York 
City Transit and president 
of the MTA Bus Co.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Straphangers soon should know when the next bus is arriving, 
thanks to MTA Bus Time.

MTA’s Bus Time program comes to Queens in March
Borough riders will have ability to check location of bus in real time with smartphones, text messages
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Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Linelle Abueg

Erin Krebs

The Mary Louis Academy

Jamaica, New York
It is with pleasure that we focus on the 
honors earned by four student of The 
Mary Louis Academy. This week, we will 
highlight the achievements of Linelle Abueg 
and Erin Krebs. Both young women have 
been named National Merit Finalists in the 
2014 National Merit Scholarship Program. 
Those commended by the National Merit 
Scholarship Program represent the top 
scoring 15,000 students out of more than 
1.5 million students who took the 2013 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT). 

Linelle Abueg

Linelle Abueg’s favorite quote reflects 
the positive way she lives her life; “Life is a 
shipwreck, but we must not forget to sing 
in the lifeboats.” Linelle has achieved an 
extraordinary academic record at The Mary 
Louis Academy. 

While continuously taking the more 
challenging level 5 honors course, Law 
and Economics, and AP courses in a 
competitive college curriculum, Linelle 
made the Principal’s List. The AP courses 
are AP Chemistry, AP Biology, AP English, 
and AP Calculus BC. Linelle also received 
three awards for her accomplishments in 
Latin, and received the St. John’s University 
Women in Science Award. 

Her participation on the Robotics team 
has proven her love of science. In addition 
to keeping up with her classwork, building 
robots, membership in the Science club and 
Photography club, Linelle is also an active 
volunteer at the local nursing home. 

As a first-generation college student Linelle 
shows deep appreciation and excitement 
for her upcoming college career. Attending 
Mary Louis on a partial scholarship, Linelle 
has made the most of her time. Her love 
of learning has been spread amongst her 
classmates when she helps tutor them. 

“Her unique ability to turn any situation 
into something positive has made her a 
valuable member of the school community,” 
says Guidance Counselor Heather Maloney. 

Ms Maloney also believes that “with 
her high intelligence, determination for 
success, and positive spirit, Linelle will be a 
wonderful addition to any institution.”

Erin Krebs

Erin Krebs is a student who will be long 
remembered at TMLA.  She is engaging, 
bright, altruistic and full of life. To encourage 
and promote academic excellence, it is The 
Mary Louis Academy’s policy to award a 
scholarship to the student who ranks number 
one in her class at the end of each school 
year. Erin was awarded the scholarship at 
the end of junior year. 

She is a remarkable young woman who 
achieves in all areas of student life. Her 
dedication to TMLA’s student council, the 
robotics team, and genesians theatre club 
has helped her to stand out among the other 
students. 

Erin’s intense course load shows her 
love of learning as does her induction 
into the National Honor Society. Erin 
has consistently challenged herself since 
freshman year choosing the most difficult 
Honor and AP courses. These courses 
include AP Statistics, AP Physics, and AP 
English. The three honors classes Erin has 
taken are Economics Honors, Religion 

Honors, and Creative Writing Honors. 
During her studies at TMLA, she has 
consistently appeared on the Principal’s List.  

Along with her love of learning she 
has a passion for community service. 
Erin is not only a member of TMLA’s 
Service Homeroom, but she is also the 
Service Homeroom President. She spends 
countless hours planning ways to help both 
the school community and surrounding 
community. Planning clothing drives, food 
drives, spending time at the local soup 
kitchen, volunteering to help victims of 
Hurricane Sandy, participating in walks 
for an abundant amount of causes, and 
volunteering with Habitat for Humanity are 
just a few of the volunteer endeavors Erin 
has committed her self to. Her passion for 
helping other is limitless. 

In her senior year, Erin was awarded the 
Harvard Prize Book, given in competition 
to an outstanding student who embodies 
excellence in scholarship, high character 
and achievements. Erin does not hesitate 
to seize every opportunity to further her 
educational and life experiences.  

Erin is so highly regarded by both faculty 
and students alike; she received the TMLA 
Peacemaker Award. The award was granted 
to Erin for her strong character, positive 
demeanor, and active role within the school 
community.

Ms Heather Maloney, Counselor at TMLA, 
says, without hesitation, “Erin will be an 
outstanding asset to any institution. I have 
the upmost faith that Erin is the type of 
person who will succeed at every endeavor 
she embarks on and change the world for a 
better place.”  Ms Maloney’s faith in Erin is 
well deserved; Erin has been accepted into 
Yale University.

Our sincere congratulations are given to 
both these young women of distinction. We 
cannot wait to read about the extraordinary 
things we are confident they will accomplish 
in the future.

©



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
. 2

8-
M

AR
. 6

, 2
01

4 

TL

12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Replace the Pavilion with grassy parkland

I 
am old enough to re-
member visiting the 
1964-65 New York City 
World’s Fair and was of 

the opinion architect Philip 
Johnson’s New York State 
Pavilion was one of the 
least interesting structures 
and not up to his usual high 
standards.

It was nothing more 
than a few towers, one of 
which had a restaurant and 
an open-sided steel struc-
ture with a tile floor. It had 
little architectural merit  
when initially constructed 
and after decades of neglect 

even less. The towers in 
their current condition are 
incapable of any use.

As for the so-called 
steel tent, the notion that it 
is worthy of rehabilitation 
at a projected cost of $72 mil-
lion — if indeed we ignore 
common sense that noth-
ing is built for the so-called 
projected cost — makes no 
sense. What makes more 
sense is to demolish the cur-
rent structure, something 
that should have been done 
decades ago, at a fraction 
of the cost it would take to 
restore it to its initial, un-

interesting state.
Its initial use as a place 

for people to congregate for 
concerts and other similar 
activities can easily be ac-
complished on a grassed-
over area (“Pavilion rescue 
wins ally,” TimesLedger 
Newspapers, Feb. 14-20, 
2014).

While Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park is the 
second-most used park in 
our city, it also has the du-
bious distinction of being 
the most abused, suffocated 
with all sorts of non-urban 
park structures thanks 

to myopic politicians who 
have not the vaguest idea 
what urban parks are all 
about.

Demolition of this eye-
sore to be replaced with a 
grassy area is a step in the 
right direction in recog-
nizing we are dealing with 
urban parkland. We should 
face up to the fact that the 
Pavilion is not the Parthe-
non.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

MAYOR’S SHAKY START
Our new mayor has had a bumpy ride in his first few 

weeks on the job. Even though Bill de Blasio has been a 
public figure in his roles as a city councilman and city 
public advocate, the rules of the road change when you’re 
the top dog in City Hall.

Like his predecessors, de Blasio was thrown a nasty 
curve when a series of snowstorms hit and stranded some 
New Yorkers on unplowed streets. He called out the city 
Sanitation commissioner and the national weather fore-
casters, but most Queens residents were willing to give 
him a pass on Mother Nature’s bad timing. This is on-the-
job training in the toughest city in the world.

The mayor also took a beating from some parents 
and even weatherman Al Roker for keeping schools open 
throughout the series of winter storms. Granted this is a 
thorny issue, with compelling arguments to be made on 
both sides.

But de Blasio inherited a school system that prides it-
self on conducting classes under the most challenging of 
circumstances. Nevertheless, it may be time to revise the 
decision-making process so more voices are heard beyond 
the views of the mayor and the city schools chancellor on 
when school doors should close.

The still green mayor also got flak for calling the 
NYPD to check on the status of a Brooklyn minister, a po-
litical supporter who had been arrested for a traffic viola-
tion. De Blasio must have momentarily forgotten that as 
mayor he is now subject to much sharper scrutiny from 
the media and the public. His intentions may have been 
the best, but that call raised many eyebrows in Queens.

On the other hand, he made the call himself and 
didn’t ask a City Hall staffer three times removed from the 
deputy commissioner of a minor agency to dial it instead. 
That’s points for the mayor.

Now back to the rules of the road.
De Blasio was also nailed by a TV reporter for speed-

ing and running stop signs in Maspeth as he sat next to 
the police officer driving his SUV. He was spotted two days 
after he came to Queens to announce his Vision Zero plan 
on lowering the city speed limit to 25 mph to curb pedes-
trian deaths.

Yes, our other mayors have sped around the city in 
their black SUV caravans, but this is one of de Blasio’s key 
initiatives. He should tell his police escorts to lighten the 
lead on the pedal.

We want de Blasio to succeed as mayor and carry out 
his ambitious agenda for the city. After a rough start, let’s 
hope he gets back on track.
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Mayor should consider Rockaway line reactivation
An open letter to Mayor 

Bill de Blasio:

I 
am writing to you as a 
citizen, a lifelong resi-
dent of the Rockaway 
Peninsula and president 

of the Queens Public Tran-
sit Committee, whose goal 
is to improve transporta-
tion options throughout the 
borough.

First, let me welcome 
you as the mayor of our 
city. In your campaign you 
promised positive change 
to help our city, including, 
in particular, improving 
the livelihoods, neighbor-
hoods and opportunities of 
New York’s “90 percenters.” 
I was encouraged that you 
expressed a commitment 
to focus on the needs of the 
often neglected outerbor-
oughs.

It is to help you achieve 
this goal that I am asking 
you to support an open, de-
tailed and fair study of the 
Rockaway Beach Line. The 
line’s right of way, owned 

by the city, has remained 
largely intact since deacti-
vation. State Assemblyman 
Philip Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park), state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), and 
U.S. Reps. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) and Hakeem 
Jeffries (D-Brooklyn) have 
all called for reactivating 
the line. In addition, Com-
munity Boards 5 and 14 
have endorsed reactivation 
of the line by lopsided mar-
gins.

And here is the reason: 
The Rockaways and south 
Queens have been neglect-
ed for decades. Our com-
munities have been strug-
gling in terms of economic 
opportunity, access to jobs 
and in attracting local de-
velopment, businesses and 
employment. One of the key 
reasons is poor transporta-
tion. It takes longer to travel 
from the Rockaway Penin-
sula to Midtown Manhat-
tan than it does from Long 
Island, Westchester County 

and parts of New Jersey.
Travel between north 

and south Queens is a 
nightmare. People must 
travel either through Man-
hattan or take several bus-
es to reach destinations in 
their own borough. South 
Queens has developed such 
a reputation for poor ac-
cess that its location was a 
prime impediment to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s Genting 
convention proposal. If 
people cannot get to their 
destinations quickly and 
easily, why should they in-
vest here?

Unfortunately, there 
has been for decades a 
small, influential group 
that has blocked the res-
toration of the Rockaway 
Beach Line. Many in this 
group live near and enjoy 
both Long Island Rail Road 
and subway access to Mid-
town Manhattan. Is it fair 
for a small group of people 
to block the ability of Rock-
away and south Queens 

residents to obtain more ac-
cess to jobs and education 
and to develop their com-
munities?

For some reason, the 
news media has focused 
solely on restoring the 
LIRR. There are, however, 
several subway options 
that would benefit more 
people from all walks of 
life. A new subway line 
could originate from Far 
Rockaway and Rockaway 
Park and run along the A 
line to a point north of the 
Aqueduct-Conduit Avenue 
subway station. There is 
sufficient capacity and no 
alterations to the A line 
would be needed.

The new subway line 
could then proceed on 
the abandoned Rockaway 
Beach Line to Rego Park-
63rd Drive. There, a station 
could be built that would 
be only four minutes away 
from the IND 63rd Drive 
station and the Rego Park 
malls. There is enough 

space for a joint LIRR-sub-
way station.

In addition, two lim-
ited bus lines could be cre-
ated. One could head north 
to Citi Field, the new mall, 
Fort Totten and LaGuardia 
Airport, forming a com-
plete north-south Queens 
link. A second could run 
along the Long Island Ex-
pressway, past Queens Col-
lege to the busy commercial 
Main Street-Flushing dis-
trict. With one fare and one 
transfer, people could eas-
ily travel within Queens, 
encouraging the growth of 
small businesses and job 
creation.

That is why this study 
is needed. It would look at 
all options: subway, LIRR 
and alternatives and ad-
juncts like Woodhaven 
Select Bus Service and fer-
ries. It would be similar 
to the detailed studies for 
East Side Access and the 
Second Avenue Subway, 
which included extensive 

public participation.
In conclusion, the op-

portunity is there to pro-
vide jobs and enable local 
development and access to 
jobs while at the same time 
reducing excessive travel 
times, traffic congestion 
and pollution. We ask you to 
endorse this study and urge 
Cuomo to do the same.

We welcome the op-
portunity to meet with you 
in person to discuss these 
issues, hear your concerns 
and go forward with a 
consensus that will bring 
Queens together and enable 
everyone to share in what 
our city has to offer.

Philip McManus
President

Queens Public Transit 
Committee

Rockaways

Reader is correct over inequality

I 
agree with Tyler Cassell 
regarding Ed Konecnik. 
It has been said that we 
pay taxes to buy civili-

zation. Along with making 
money, there should also be 
social responsibility.

Former U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Louis Bran-
deis once said “we can have 
democracy or the concen-
tration of wealth in the 
hands of the few, but we 
cannot have both.”

To have a decent, just 
society, there has to be a 
sense of proportionality — 
i.e., there has to be a limit 
on wealth. The nation’s 
resources belong to all the 
people, and while those who 

contribute more should be 
better compensated, it can-
not be allowed to the extent 
which forces people to live 
in poverty.

There is plenty of ex-
cess for those more entre-
preneurial to keep, and I 
doubt most would object to 
it. This country is blessed 
with more than adequate 
resources so everyone can 
obtain the wherewithal to 
be provided enough for a 
decent livelihood.

That conditions of im-
poverishment — recession 
or depression — occur, not 
for lack of resources but 
when there is an oversup-
ply, defies logic and is cra-

zy. Thus, an argument can 
be made that capitalism as 
it exists is a failed system 
not for the haves but a large 
percentage of the popula-
tion.

As for the U.S. Consti-
tution, former Presidents 
Thomas Jefferson and 
James Madison and a few 
others proposed that we 
have a convention every 
20 years or so so each gen-
eration may make changes 
if and when they may be 
needed.

Joe Brooks
Whitestone

Horse carriages just like child labor

I
n response to the Feb. 
14-20 letter “Horse car-
riage drivers need to up-
grade,” Elizabeth Forel 

makes some good points.
It is the political con-

nections that have left this 
unsafe, inhumane business 
in operation. In history, 
many cruel, antiquated 
practices have ended, such 
as child labor. Businesses 
of old used young children 
in their employ.

The argument was 
that the owners could make 

more money paying the 
children low wages. This 
was not a sufficient excuse 
to continue to use child 
labor. Years ago, worker 
safety was not an issue, as 
evidenced by the Triangle 
Shirt Factory fire. Owners 
made more money by cut-
ting corners on safety.

Again, this can no 
longer be used an excuse 
to force people to work in 
unsafe conditions. The car-
riage horse industry must 
go in the same direction.

The inhumane treat-
ment of the horses, and the 
safety issue of accidents 
involving horse-drawn 
carriages, cannot continue 
to be ignored just because 
someone chooses to earn 
their living by driving a 
carriage pulled by a horse, 
even when alternatives, 
such as motor-powered car-
riages, are available.

Teresa Russo
Staten Island

CORRECTION

An article in the Feb. 21-27 issue of TimesLedger Newspapers in one instance should have identifi ed 
the Queens Village resident who pleaded guilty to defrauding a Home Depot charity program as 
Alfred Williams.
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N
ow that we’ve most-
ly resolved the city’s 
vexing stop-and-
frisk crime policy, 

the media has now invent-
ed a new frivolous issue to 
focus on: stop and speed.

While Mayor Bill de 
Blasio is earnestly tack-
ling frequent snowstorms, 
a battle over pre-K fund-
ing with the state and put-
ting together his team of 
commissioners and agency 
leaders, CBS News and the 
tabloids have been dogging 
him about his team’s lack of 
attention to traffic laws.

The news peg for this 

story, of course, is the may-
or’s ambitious Vision Zero 
campaign, which seeks to 
reduce traffic fatalities to 
the ambitious goal of zero 
in the next decade. That 
would be a huge accom-
plishment, and we should 
applaud de Blasio’s quick 
action to reduce speed lim-
its and make the city safer 
for pedestrians.

But veteran CBS News 
reporter Marcia Kramer 
did some old-fashioned 
intrepid reporting and 
decided to have her news 
team trail de Blasio’s secu-
rity cars to see whether the 
mayor’s drivers are follow-
ing the same laws the may-
or is supposed to uphold.

This is what we used 
to call “gotcha journalism,” 
where a reporter tries to 
catch a public official in a 
lie or behaving in inappro-
priate or unethical ways.

Kramer’s entertaining 
television footage showed 
that the mayor’s cars not 
only exceeded the speed 
limit consistently, but also 
failed to stop at a few stop 
signs, a big violation if 
you’re John Q. Driver.

OK, it was a fun little 
piece, but this story got 
way too much momentum 
as the press hounded the 
mayor and police commis-
sioner for answers on this 
and the tabloids had more 
fun as one got a photo of the 
mayor jaywalking while 
speaking on the phone near 
his Brooklyn home.

Tsk. Tsk.
Let’s get back to real-

ity: The mayor’s drivers 
have to whisk him around 
to many different events 
and meetings each day, and 
as long as they’re not driv-
ing recklessly, we can prob-
ably cut them quite a bit 

of slack if they go slightly 
above the speed limit.

And haven’t we all 
jaywalked from time to 
time when no cars are com-
ing or the light is about to 
change?

The larger issue here 
is that de Blasio’s honey-
moon with the press was 
short-lived and now he, 
like many mayors before 
him, has to suffer the daily 
slings and arrows of a large 
and restless media corps 
that constantly tries to 

come up with some original 
stories.

It is hard for the media 
to stick to serious stories 
about policy issues, new ap-
pointments and attempts to 
tackle inequality in our city 
day in and day out without 
the occasional zinging of 
people in power who even 
slightly misbehave, like the 
mayor and his drivers have 
appeared to have done in 
this case.

When I went to Colum-
bia journalism school in 

the 1980s, we were taught 
that the media is supposed 
to comfort the afflicted and 
afflict the comforted.” Al-
though de Blasio may take 
umbrage at being lumped 
in with the “comfortable” 
— aka the 1 percent — he is 
now in power and a target 
of the Fourth Estate.

What can we learn 
from this? If you’re the 
mayor of New York and 
you’re going to speed, do 
it the old-fashioned way: 
Turn on the siren and hit 
the accelerator.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

De Blasio drivers have more of a reason to speed

‘Tale of Two Cities’ reveals hypocrisy of new mayor

I
t has become clear what 
Mayor Bill de Blasio had 
in mind with his Tale of 
Two Cities parable. He 

presented it as an allegory 
of the haves and have-nots, 
but neglected to tell us who 
they are.

Not to worry. His be-
havior over the past two 
months has given us a 
clue. One set of rules for 
him and his minions, and 
another for everyone else. 
Every week yields another 
demonstration of privilege 
without responsibility, ac-
tions without consequenc-
es. The Tale of Two Cities 
has morphed into “do as I 
say, not as I do.”

The latest example of 

this egregious behavior 
followed the mayor’s press 
conference in which he 
talked about traffic and pe-
destrian safety and his Vi-
sion Zero plan to make the 
streets and roadways safer. 
To accomplish this, new 
rules were proposed that 
would be aggressively en-
forced to reduce pedestrian 
fatalities.

Even the mayor would 
comply — at least, that is 
what he told the press corps 
when he said he would take 
personal responsibility.

Just days later, after 
lecturing the public, de 
Blasio was caught on vid-
eo running multiple stop 
signs, speeding, partially 
blocking a crosswalk and 
zigzagging from lane to 
lane without signaling. In-
fractions that would cost 
us our licenses was simply 
business as usual for the 
mayor and his security en-
tourage. When asked about 
it, he shrugged it off.

Next came the pictures 
of the mayor jaywalking in 
Brooklyn against the Do 
Not Walk sign while talk-
ing on his phone. An elder-
ly Asian man was shoved 
to the ground by police and 
arrested in Manhattan for 
the exact same infraction 
less than a month earlier.

Two weeks ago, city 
Schools Chancellor Car-
men Fariña stepped out of 
her chauffeur-driven car 
during a raging snowstorm 
to declare, “It’s a beautiful 
day” to the reporter who 
asked why the schools were 
ordered to remain open.

Sure, picked up in a 
warm car and driven by a 
personal driver will always 
make it seem like a beauti-
ful day. To everyone else, 
do as I say, not as I do and 
be careful of the ice as you 
drive your kids to school.--

The Tale of Two Cit-
ies doesn’t end there.  Last 
month Pastor Orlando 
Findlayter, an early sup-

porter of the mayor, was 
stopped for a minor traffic 
infraction.  It was discov-
ered he had a suspended 
license and two outstand-
ing warrants stemming 
from his arrest in a protest, 
enough for most people to 
spend the night in jail.  Not 
so with the pastor.  Wheth-
er it was the pastor’s close 
ties to de Blasio or the per-
sonal phone call from the 
mayor to the NYPD inquir-
ing about him, it certainly 
reeked of special treatment 
that none of us would have 
been afforded.  The next 
day’s front page headlines 
got it right, “A Bail of Two 
Cities.”

It should be evident by 
now that the Tale of Two 
Cities is nothing more than 
a tall tale in which the may-
or and those close to him do 
as they please without con-
sequence or accountability. 
Do as I say, not as I do ar-
rogance in such a young ad-
ministration is destructive 
and corrosive.

Unfortunately, this 
behavior is now de rigueur 
with those normally in 
place to oversee the mayor. 
De Blasio’s handpicked 
City Council speaker, Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan), and city Pub-
lic Advocate Leticia James, 
both longtime supporters 

and loyal sycophants of the 
mayor, are blind to these 
transgressions and sit by, 
refusing to question or 
challenge him.

When Mark-Viverito 
neglected to report rental 
income on her tax returns, 
she simply said sorry and 
received nary a slap on the 
wrist. But when city Sani-
tation worker Lenworth 
Dixon, 56, accepted a $20 
tip for removing an extra-
heavy load of trash, he was 
not only fined $1,500 but 
was also fired, according to 
the city Conflict of Interest 
Board ruling. In this Tale 
of Two Cities, an apology 
does not carry much weight 
unless you are among the 
anointed few.

De Blasio is right 
about the Two Cities. One 
is an arena of privilege and 
perquisites for the well-
connected, and the other is 
inhabited by the taxpaying 
pawns who receive no spe-
cial exemptions.

COLUMNS

Bill de Blasio would prefer he and his 
backers live by one set of rules while 
the rest of the city lives by another.

The mayor’s honeymoon with the press 
was short-lived, and now he has to 

suffer the daily slings and arrows of a 
large and restless media corps.

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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his coming Tues-
day and Wednesday 
welcome a double 
holiday celebration. 

Shrove Tuesday is com-
monly known as the day 
prior to the beginning of 
Lent on Ash Wednesday. It 
is also widely known as the 
festive celebration of Mardi 
Gras.

Mardi Gras can be sim-
ply translated from French 
to English as “Fat Tues-
day.” The word “shrove,” 
the past tense of “shrive,” is 
an old English word which 
means to hear a confession, 
and in doing so to become 
absolved from sin. Shrove 
Tuesday is a reminder to 

Catholics and many Chris-
tians that we are entering a 
season of penance.

In my own beloved 
part of the world, Ireland, 
Shrove Tuesday is usually 
called Pancake Tuesday. 
People will make pancakes 
and many restaurants will 
serve them as a one-day 
special. This tradition be-
gan when Christians had 
to clear out their pantries 
in preparation for Ash 
Wednesday. Today, many 
people will sacrifice one 
thing they love for Lent, but 
in the past it was not un-
common for people to give 
up all meats, eggs, milk and 
other rich foods for 40 days.

This practice is done 
in remembrance of Jesus, 
who fasted in the desert for 
40 days and 40 nights. Rath-
er than throwing out the 
fats and eggs, the Irish now 
make pancakes as a small 
feast before the fast.

Mardi Gras was first 
celebrated in the United 
States in the 1700s, when a 
colony of French soldiers 
landed in what is known 
today as Mobile, Ala. In 
various spots in the United 
States, Mardi is marked by 
festivals and other events.

New Orleans hosts a 
huge street celebration and 
parade complete with mas-
querades and dancing. Peo-
ple throw trinkets, which 
are often brightly colored 
beads, to the crowds lining 
the streets. Mardi Gras is a 

big celebration today and is 
often considered somewhat 
hedonistic, but like Shrove 
Tuesday its roots lie in the 
Christian calendar as the 
last celebration before Lent 
on Ash Wednesday.

The day after the cele-
bration of Shrove Tuesday, 
Pancake Day and Mardi 
Gras is a more reflective 
observance. Ash Wednes-
day is the beginning of the 
Lenten season, considered 
a time of penance and fast-
ing. Lent ends on Easter, 
the day of Christ’s resur-

rection. It is through this 
resurrection that Chris-
tians attain redemption.

On Ash Wednesday 
it is common to see many 
people wearing ashes on 
their forehead. People are 
marked with ashes as an 
act of humility and as a 
reminder that life ends on 
earth. This is reiterated 
in the phrase “man is dust 
and unto dust you shall re-
turn.” The ashes are made 
from the blessed palms 
from the previous year’s 
Palm Sunday celebration.

In the past, many 
Christians who had com-
mitted serious sins pre-
formed public penance. 
They would be sprinkled 
with ashes and turned 
away from the church just 
as the first man Adam was 
turned away from the Gar-
den of Eden for his sins. 
After 40 days of penance, 
the sinners would attain 
redemption and be allowed 
to return to the church 
cleared of their sins.

Today, Christians re-
ceive the ashes out of de-
votion. Across the United 
States, Ash Wednesday is 
celebrated by many Chris-
tian faiths, and more Prot-
estant and evangelical 
churches are now holding 
some sort of Ash Wednes-
day service.

Mardi Gras fun precedes Ash Wednesday, season of penance

Remember 
the Date
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

State Comptroller Tom Di-
Napoli came to Flushing Monday 
night to celebrate the Lunar New 
Year and honor a number of the 
community’s leaders.

Last year the comptroller’s 
first annual Lunar celebration 
occurred in Manhattan’s China-
town, but this year it moved away 
from the city’s traditional epicen-
ter of Asian culture.

“The wonderful thing about 
not only the Chinese commu-
nity, but the Asian-American 
community in general, is that 
it’s well-represented throughout 
our city and our state,” DiNapoli 
told reporters before the event at 
Queens Crossing. “We decided 
that as we make this an annual 
celebration that we’re going to 
have the Lunar New Year celebra-
tion in different parts of the city 
and the state.”

After dozens of hands were 
shook and many photos were 
taken with the comptroller, state 
Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-Flush-
ing) introduced DiNapoli to the 

crowd of elected officials and 
community leaders.

The comptroller spoke about 
the economic value and impor-
tance of the Asian-American 
community to New York state. He 
hailed Flushing as an economic 
engine fueled by its large immi-
grant community.

“Flushing has had tremen-
dous economic resurgence and 
entrepreneurship,” he said. “We 
have found in our analyses that 
neighborhoods in New York City 
with the highest concentration 
of immigrant population, in fact, 
have had a higher level of eco-
nomic growth. To me, Flushing 
is an example of the American 
success story where immigrants 
come and lay down their roots.”

The comptroller’s office con-
ducted a study in 2011 that deter-
mined Flushing had one of the 
highest business growth rates 
since 2005, despite the financial 
crisis of 2008 and the Great Reces-
sion that followed.

DiNapoli voiced his support 
of the state Dream Act, which 
would provide state funding for 

the children of undocumented 
immigrants to go to college. It 
passed the state Assembly in 
years past and again Tuesday, but 

has never been brought before the 
Senate for a vote

“I think at a very minimal 
cost to the state, it would provide 

greater educational opportunity 
and certainly all the studies 
we’ve done have shown those that 
can have a college education are 
more likely to be successful,” he 
said.

After DiNapoli spoke, the 
crowd was entertained by dancers 
who paraded two brightly colored 
paper lions around the room.

The comptroller then pre-
sented six honorees from the 
Asian-American community 
with plaques.

Among them were U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing); City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing; Peter Tu, head of the Flushing 
Chinese Business Association; 
Steve Choi, executive director of 
the New York Immigration Co-
alition; Min Sun Kim, founder 
and president of the Long Island 
Conservatory of Music; and Liu 
Tee Shu, owner and chairperson 
of Shu Enterprise Group.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli (c.) stands with honorees while dancers enter-
tain the crowd. Photo by Alex Robinson

DiNapoli touts Flushing might at Lunar event 

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“We always heard that Calvary Hospital was the best at treating pain. 
But we had no idea you would relieve our family’s pain as well.”

“Before my sister Cookie arrived at Calvary with terminal lung cancer, 
we suffered the excruciating pain with her each and every day. But once 
at Calvary, they did everything to relieve her pain. And because of that, 
they also relieved our anxieties and mental anguish. She was treated 
with care, sensitivity, devotion and many hugs. And so were we. In her 
final days, you gave her peace, comfort and dignity, and allowed me 
to be her sister again. We knew that you had the reputation of being 
the very best there is at treating the pain of a patient. But what we 
never knew was that you are also the best at relieving the pain that 
we, Cookie’s family, had. You will always be more than just a hospital 
to us. You will always be a member of our family. Thank you, Calvary.”

- Lonnie Weigel

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

An elderly Whitestone 
couple got a big hand from 
two officers from the 109th 
Precinct who happened 
to be passing by last week 
when the seniors were at-
tempting to dig their car 
out of a pile of snow and 
ice.

Theresa Lederer, 86, 
and her husband Arnold, 
96, were hoping to go to the 
pharmacy to pick up a pre-
scription when they were 
faced with the daunting 
task of digging out their 
car, which was enveloped 
in 2 to 3 feet of snow.

Officers Adrianne Gal-
vani and Cory Smith were 
driving down Willets Point 

Boulevard in their squad 
car when they saw the 
Lederers struggling with 
the snow. They quickly did 
a U-turn and came to the se-
niors’ aid.

“They saw two old peo-
ple and figured we needed 
help, which we did,” The-
resa Lederer said. “They 
were very nice.”

The officers made 
short work of the snow, 
which Lederer feared might 
take them all day to clear.

“I was extremely grati-
fied. I offered to make coffee 
for them, but they refused,” 
Lederer said.

The old couple were so 
grateful they wrote a letter 
to the cops’ commanding 
officer to thank them for 

their service.
“They took our shov-

els and told us we were not 
needed. They told us to go 
in our house and rest and 
that they would remove all 
the snow from around our 
car,” they wrote in the let-
ter.

Galvani and Smith 
even dropped by the next 
day to check on the couple.

“What can I say? We 
can’t say enough about how 
nice they were,” Lederer 
said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Police Officers Adrianne Galvani (l.) and Cory Smith (r.) help Arnold and Theresa Lederer, of Whitestone, 
dig out their car. Photo courtesy NYPD

109th offi cers shovel out 
Whitestone couple’s car

Play   
    Dine&
ON US!  
Join Today & Earn FREE Play
 

 

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in free 

play and a $10 dining voucher. 
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up 

and redeem for your rewards!

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in freemember and receive $15 in free

play and a $10 dining voucher.
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up

em for your rewards!

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY.

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

Simply earn 25 points 
and redee

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take     or Q37.  
Locate Your Free Shuttle: www.RWRedExpress.com
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$289

$3,850

$2,990 $700

$2,500

Low-E
Double Hung
Fully Welded

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.
Complete Removal
New Tar Paper/Shingles
All Debris Removed

(Fully Installed)
Fully Welded
Seamless Aluminium Gutters
100 LF

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.
Insulation Board & Corner Posts
Many Colors & Styles

Full Driveway
(up to 250 sq. ft.)

Other Services:

FREE Estimates, Call Today!

888.619.2677
www.gtcnyc.com
FULLY INSURED

NYC Lic. #1294395
Suffolk Lic. #47124-H

Nassau Lic. #H1778940000 

Call Today! 888.619.2677

GreenTree Construction, Inc.

 Fully Insured

 FREE In-Home Estimates

 Special Senior Citizen Discounts

GreenTree Construction was formed by contractors who come from generations of 
remodeling experience, applying their knowledge and experience together to form a 
company who excels in their fi eld of business. 

Our professional team of trained construction specialists can offer you excellent 
consultations on all your projects, whether it is an idea you have been interested in or a 
design that you fi nally want implemented.

$1,000 OFF

Our 2-Week Kitchen Includes:

$2,000 OFF

$500 OFF

Our 1-Week Bathroom Includes:
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A second doctor pleaded 
guilty last week  to participating 
in a Medicare fraud scheme at 
two Flushing clinics, the U.S. at-
torney for the Eastern District in 
Brooklyn said.

Chang Ho Lee, of New Jersey, 
faced charges along with two oth-
ers of fraudulently billing Medi-
care for more than $13 million in 
services they were not providing 
and were not medically neces-
sary, according to the indictment 
filed by U.S. attorney Loretta 
Lynch.

Lee used the people who 
benefit from Medicare, a federal 
program that covers the medical 
costs of the disabled and elderly, 
to take advantage of the system, 
Lynch’s office said.

The defendants operated out 
of URI Medical Service PC and 
Sarang Medical PC, at 35-05 Far-
rington St., where they would 
offer seniors free non-medical 
services so they could use their 
Medicare numbers to bill for 
treatment that was never provid-
ed, the indictment said.

Hoi Yat Kam, a doctor who 
operated out of the same clinics, 
was sentenced in January to 12 
months and a day in prison for 
his part in the fraud.

“The scheme operated with 
the relentless efficiency of an as-
sembly line,” Lynch said in a sen-
tencing memo in Kam’s case.

Dozens of seniors would 
come through the clinics’ doors 
every day, lured by the promise 
of free massages, facials, meals, 
prizes and social events, Lynch 
said.

Patients were told they must 
see a doctor in order to receive 
the free services and were then 
escorted to see Lee and other 
doctors, who would prescribe un-
needed physical therapy that was 
never administered, the U.S. at-
torney said.

Seniors would then be given 
recreational massages and be 
treated to the promised perks of 
the clinics, while the doctors filed 
bills to Medicare for treatment 
that was never provided, Lynch 
said in the memo.

Between January 2010 and 
October 2011, Lee submitted ap-

proximately $3.2 million in claims 
to Medicare, the indictment said.

He pleaded guilty in Brook-
lyn federal court last Friday  to 
health care fraud and agreed to 
forfeit more than $3.4 million in 
fraud proceeds, Lynch’s office 
said.

Lee and his co-defendants 
also participated in a kick-back 
scheme in which they paid indi-
viduals for referring Medicare 
beneficiaries to them, the indict-
ment said. The defendants hid 
these payments by creating fake 
invoices for fictional expenses, 
according to the indictment.

Lee is scheduled to be sen-
tenced June 13 and could face up 
to 10 years in prison.

His arrest was part of the 
Medicare Fraud Strike Force, a 
nationwide operation that has 
charged more than 1,700 de-
fendants who have collectively 
bilked $5.5 billion from Medicare, 
according to the FBI.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

One of the Flushing clinics where Dr. Lee committed Medicare fraud sits closed.

Second doc pleads guilty in Flushing clinic fraud

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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w/coupon, exp. 3-16-14

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 

w/Frames

$9999
Exam Extra

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, Union and Insurance Plans.

COMPLETE PAIR 
OF GLASSES

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

w/coupon, exp. 3-16-14

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE 

LENSES

$16999*

* From select group of frames. Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, specials, union or insurance plans... 
Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530 30-730 30-430

When you purchase an Eye Exam, 
RECEIVE A FREE EYE EXAM for 

a friend or family member!

LIMITED TIME OFFER

* From select group of frames. Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, specials, union or insurance plans...
Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

BUY 1 GET 1

What Do You Do When You Need A Doctor??

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans, All United Health Plans 
except Community, All Oxford Plans except Mosaic Plan 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, 
HIP, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet, Guardian, 

Magnacare, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include
 Treatment Of Cuts  Burns  Abscesses 

 Orthopedic Care of Sprains  Fractures  Sports & Work Injuries 
 X-Rays  Suturing  Splinting And Much More

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

www.fi rstmedny.com

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

FIRST+MED 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL CARE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
will be joined by most, if 
not all, of the City Council 
in the 15th Annual St. Pat’s 
for All Parade in Sunnyside 
Sunday.

De Blasio confirmed 
with organizers of the in-
clusive alternative parade 
Tuesday, the same day that 
Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhat-
tan) announced the Coun-
cil’s boycott of the Fifth 
Avenue St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade citing the tradi-
tional parade’s exclusion of 
openly gay participants.

“This City Council is 
committed to celebrating 
and respecting the diver-
sity of New York City and 
that is why we’ve decided 
to not participate in the pa-
rade,” Mark-Viverito said 
in a statement.

While individual 

Council members can still 
participate in the Manhat-
tan march, they are all 
expected to join the rest of 
the city’s leadership in Sun-
nyside.

“They’ll all be here at 
the St. Pat’s for All Parade,” 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. 
“And why wouldn’t they 
rather be here. Having been 
a founder of the parade, I 
can tell you it encompasses 
the true meaning of the 
day, that everyone can be 
Irish on St. Patrick’s Day. 
It’s a true representation of 
Queens, the borough of na-
tions.”

The parade kicks off 
at 1 p.m. at 47th Street 
and Skillman Avenue and 
continue to 58th Street in 
Woodside. This year more 
than a hundred organiza-
tions will march, featuring 
a wide spectrum of LGBT 
groups, immigrant com-

munities and civic groups.
Last year, the FDNY 

Emerald Society Pipes & 
Drums marched on Skill-
man for the first time and 
this year they return with 
a larger contingent to lead 
the parade.

“I’m very heartened 
and proud that this is all 
happening in Sunnyside,” 
Co-Chairman Brendan Fay 
said.

The parade’s other 
co-chair, Katherine Walsh 
D’Arcy, said, “I’m so thrilled 
with the way it’s grown and 
the way the neighborhood 
has accepted us.”

Walsh D’Arcy men-
tioned several business 
groups that have promoted 
the parade and singled out 
one, Saints & Sinners, a res-
taurant at 59-21 Roosevelt 
Ave. “They’ve hosted our 
after-party all 15 years and 
in the early days it was 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Queens Criminal 
Court Judge ordered a 
23-year-old Jamaica man 
charged with igniting 
fires in a dozen Elmhurst 
and Rego Park department 
stores ordered held without 
bail Wednesday and to un-
dergo a psychiatric evalua-
tion.

Dereck Sumair faces 
12 counts of arson and 
numerous reckless en-
dangerment and criminal 
mischief charges after 
prosecutors accused him 
of setting ablaze clothing, 
towels, pillows and shelv-
ing in Rego Center, at 96-04 
Queens Blvd. in Rego Park, 
Queens Center, at 90-01 
Queens Blvd. in Elmhurst, 
and Queens Place, at 88-01 
Queens Blvd. in Elmhurst.

“These incidents 
should not be viewed as a 

prank. Arson is a serious 
crime,” Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
in a statement. “The defen-
dant is charged with set-
ting fires that were respon-
sible for causing thousands 
of dollars worth of damage 
to many businesses as well 

as endangering the lives of 
shoppers, store employees 
and responding firefight-
ers.”

The DA said it charged 
Sumair with 12 counts of 
arson and numerous reck-
less endangerment and 

NYPD and FDNY vehicles are stationed along Queens Boulevard. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

De Blasio chooses Sunnyside
to march in St. Pat’s Parade

DA charges Jamaica man
with arson in mall blazes

MetroPlus Health Plan, the in-
surance plan of the New York City 
Health and Hospitals Corporation 
(HHC), reported that as of February 
10, 2014 more than 32,000 shoppers 
on the NY State of Health – the of-
ficial health insurance marketplace 
in New York -- chose MetroPlus as 
their preferred health insurance 
option, making it one of the most 
popular choices among New York 
City residents. 

According to the New York State 
Department of Health, more than 
400,000 New Yorkers have applied 
for health care coverage through 
the state Marketplace.  HHC’s 
MetroPlus Health Plan attracted 
approximately 25 percent of total 
enrollment in New York City and 
8 percent of the statewide enroll-
ment.

“We are particularly pleased to 
see that over 49 percent of our total 
Marketplace enrollment is under 
the age of 35,” said Arnold Saper-
stein, M.D., MetroPlus President 
and Chief Executive Officer. “It’s 
reassuring to know these young 
invincibles who have traditionally 
been so difficult to reach are choos-
ing MetroPlus. We are confident 
that our combination of low rates, 
high quality, and committed cus-
tomer service carry weight with 
New Yorkers looking for affordable 
health insurance.”

Already the plan of choice for 
nearly half a million New York-
ers, MetroPlus offers access to a 
network of over 12,000 primary 
care physicians and specialist sites 
across the city and has the most af-
fordable options in three of the four 
metal level options available on the 
Marketplace. The plan covers all 
essential health benefits, including 
emergency services, maternity and 
newborn care, mental health and 
substance use services, prescrip-
tion drugs, and preventive and well-

ness services.  It also offers a vision 
and dental rider for an additional 
low cost; the rate varies per level.  
Nearly 67percent of new members 
shopping on the Marketplace chose 
this added level of care.

Approximately 42 percent of new 
MetroPlus members from the Mar-
ketplace are age 36 to 59, with nearly 
two-thirds of this group below the 
age of 50. People 60 and above (the 
range just below the age at which 
people qualify for Medicare), 
make up 8 percent of the plan’s to-
tal Marketplace enrollment. This 
new Membership is distributed 
throughout the four counties in 
which MetroPlus is licensed, with 
22 percent in Manhattan; 35 percent 
in Brooklyn; 29 percent in Queens; 
and 14 percent in the Bronx.

MetroPlus, founded in 1985, has 
consistently been one of the top-
ranked health plans in customer 
satisfaction in New York City for al-
most 10 years, rated #1 seven out of 
eight  years consecutively.   

“Because we are a subsidiary of 
HHC, we have a tremendous abil-
ity to work together with hundreds 
of physicians, nurses, specialists, 
nursing homes and the home health 
services that are part of the public 
health care system to manage care 
for our customers,” added Dr. Saper-
stein. “Our interests are aligned 
with a focus on prevention, early de-
tection and coordinated care across 
any health service. We have a cul-
ture of caring for our customers 
where patient satisfaction and their 
health outcomes come first.”

Open enrollment for coverage 
this year through the state Market-
place closes March 31. There are 
special circumstances, such as job 
loss, that allow people to enroll past 
that deadline. To learn more, con-
tact MetroPlus at 1-855-809-4073 or 
visit metroplus.org and nystateof-
heath.org.

Popular MetroPlus Health 
Plan garners 25% share of NYC 

healthcare exchange shoppers

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 54
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A deceased Hollis 
Hills fire marshal who has 
already had a Manhattan 
bar named after him might 
also get his name on a play-
ground in Fort Totten.

The Community Board 
7 Parks Committee unani-
mously voted last week to 
name the playground in 
honor of Martin “Woody” 
McHale, who was driving 
home from work Christmas 
Eve 2012 when he suffered a 
massive heart attack.

“He was well-liked 
across the board. He was a 
fireman’s fireman and nev-
er left the firehouse,” said 
Randall Wilson, command-
ing officer at the fire mar-
shals’ base in Fort Totten, 
where McHale worked.

Wilson wrote a letter 
to CB 7 in November asking 
for support to have the play-
ground renamed.

The play structure, 
where McHale used to bring 

his twin boys, is across the 
street from the fire mar-
shals’ facility.

“Woody always would 
‘police’ the area, picking 
up any litter and making 
it safe, not only for his sons 
but for other children who 
used the playground,” Wil-
son said in his letter.

McHale served on the 
FDNY for 23 years before 
suffering a premature 
death at 50.

He first joined the Fire 
Department in 1989 and 
was promoted to fire mar-
shal in 1999.

McHale was physically 
a large man and captained 
the department’s football 
team.

“He was like a kid that 
never grew up. He always 
had a smile on his face, but 
he also took everything he 
did seriously,” said Gene 
Kelty, chairman of CB 7 and 
a battalion chief at the Fire 
Department, who knew 
McHale. “If you needed 

him, he was always there.”
He was so well-loved 

that a bar on West 14th 
Street in Manhattan even 
made McHale their name-
sake him while he was still 
alive.

“He’d go into a restau-
rant, become friendly and 
they would name a sand-
wich after him. He was that 
type of guy,” Wilson said.

McHale suffered his 
heart attack while driving 
in his Chevrolet Silverado 
in 2012 and crashed into 
a tree a few hundred feet 
from his house, police said. 
He was taken to North 
Shore University Hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead, according to cops.

The Fire Department 
determined McHale’s death 
was in the administrative 
line of duty since he was on 
his way home from work, 
where he first started feel-
ing ill that day, Wilson 
said.

The full community 

board is set to vote on the 
naming at its March 10 
meeting. Kelty abstained 
from last week’s vote due to 
the conflict of interest.

The spokesman for the 
city Parks Department said 
he could not comment on 
the playground.

“He only had a few 
short years to spend with 
his sons. Many of those days 
were at the playground in 
Fort Totten,” Wilson said. 
“So what better way to 
honor a man than to let his 
children know what they 
meant to him?”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Martin “Woody” McHale died Christmas Eve 2012 after a massive 
heart attack. Fire marshals are now pushing to have a playground 
in Fort Totten named after the fallen firefighter.

Ft Totten site may be named after fallen marshal

SPA  &  HAIR  SALON

HAIRDRESSER WANTEDHAIRDRESSER WANTED

YOUR HAIR  STYLE, CUT, COLOR  
IS THE PERFECT MEDIUM 

TO EXPRESS YOURSELF AND 
IS CERTAINLY A BETTER ACCESSORY 

THAN A HERMÉS BAG! 
SUNSHINE SPA & HAIR SALON 

WILL MAKE IT EVEN MORE 
SPECTACULAR!

SPECIAL PRICING
9am-7pm Tuesday-Saturday

9am-6pm Sunday
Wash and Blow Dry*

Haircut with Blow Dry*
Perm with Cut and Blow Dry*

European Hair Color Touch-up*
1 ½ Hour Facial
1 Hour Massage

Cavi-Lipo Cellulite Treatment**
*with selected hairdresser only

**the most advanced ultrasound system

OPEN 6 DAYS  Tue-Sat: 9am-7pm  (7pm-12midnight by appointment only)  Sun: 9am-6pm

718.767.8655
152-67 10th Avenue  

Whitestone, NY 11357

In Mall Area  
Plenty of FREE PARKING  

Next to Waldbaum’s
Gift Certificates Available!

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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BY BILL PARRY

The founder of a Long Island 
City architectural firm who spe-
cializes in designing restaurants 
has decided to open one of his 
own.

Station L.I.C. is under con-
struction above the Vernon-
Jackson subway station at 10-37 
Jackson Ave. Gregory Okshteyn, 
the creative director of Studio Go 
with offices on Center Boulevard, 
designed the train-themed res-
taurant/bar and he hopes to have 
it opened as early as this spring.

“I’m hoping to celebrate my 
40th birthday in April and con-
struction is moving quickly,” he 
said.

Okshteyn makes his home on 
Center Boulevard as well as hav-
ing moved back to Long Island 
City three years ago.

“I lived in a loft a dozen 
years ago while I went to grad 
school at Columbia. I just fell in 
love with the neighborhood and 
always wanted to put down roots 
here,” he said. “I always noticed 
the area was lacking in nightlife. 
There are plenty of good restau-

rants with great menus, but no 
place to grab a drink after work. I 
just wanted a place where I could 
hang out with my friends.”

The 2,400-square-foot space 
will have the feel of a 19th-centu-
ry European railway station that 
will be enhanced by the rumbling 
of the No. 7 subway line below.

“The history of this neigh-
borhood is steeped in the rail-
ways. You can still see signs of the 
old rails down at Gantry. Trains 
are such a rich aesthetic, so there 
will be a lot of metal work, and I 
started antiquing for turn of the 
century signage and railroad 
lanterns. It will feel like a baby 
Grand Central Terminal,” Ok-
shteyn said.

The menu will be American 
bistro fare with European under-
pinnings.

“The food will be sophisti-
cated but accessible, the prices 
will be in line with the other area 
restaurants,” Okshteyn said.

Station L.I.C. is taking over a 
property that has been vacant for 
more than 12 years. It was most 
recently a tavern called Blessing-
er’s.

“Brian Blessinger reached 
out to tell me about his family’s 
old restaurant that had to shut 
down in the ’80s because of gam-
bling debts,” Okshsteyn said. 
“And then my rabbi, Zev Wein-
berg, knew the property owner 
and put me in touch with him. Be-
ing a member of the community 

really helped out.”
Station L.I.C. will have space 

reserved for local artists to ex-
hibit their work, but there is one 
thing you will not find in the new 
nightspot: televisions.

“This will be a place for con-
versation, to hang out and talk 
with your friends and make new 

ones,” Okshteyn said. “However, 
we will have a projector and 
screen for the big events like the 
Super Bowl, the World Cup and 
the Olympics because I want to 
see them.”

Okshsteyn’s attention to this 
year’s Olympics was diverted by 
the crisis in Ukraine last week.

“My family had to emigrate 
from Ukraine when I was 5. It was 
then part of the Soviet Union and 
my great-uncle was (Communist 
Party Secretary General) Leonid 
Breshnev’s speechwriter,” he 
said. “We had it all, but the memo-
ries are bittersweet because of the 
persecution of the Jews.”

He said it was compelling to 
follow the popular uprising that 
forced Viktor Yanukovych from 
power.

“It was difficult to watch the 
violence unfold, but fascinating 
at the same time. The people ac-
complishing freedom  — back in 
the ’70s, that was not an option,” 
Okshsteyn said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

A new restaurant with the feel of an old European train station is in the works 
for Long Island City. Rendering courtesy of Gregory Okshsteyn

LIC architect dives into hot restaurant scene

718-279-0007 | 45-07 248th Street, 2nd Floor | Little Neck, NY 11362 | Email: info@lnny.UnitedDentalGroup.com

CROWNS

DENTURES

IMPLANT CROWNS & BRIDGES

IMPLANT DENTURES & MORE

$69 
INITIAL 
EXAM
includes 

cleaning & x-rays

2 IMPLANT
SUPPORTED 

DENTURE
for $5,500

4 IMPLANTS
SUPPORTED OVER 

DENTURES
INCLUDES RELINING, 

LOCATOR & ADJUSTMENTS
for $8,000

FREE
IMPLANT CONSULATATION
with our implant specialized doctor,

JOSEPH H. BANG, DDS
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Prosthodontist/Implantologist

Clinical Professor at Ashman Implant Dept. NYU
Comlumbia University Post Graduate Prosthodontics

Columbia University Advanced Edu. in Implant Dentistry
New York University Implant Fellowship
Academy of Osseointegration Member

American College of Prosthodontists Member
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Bill Lerner believes 

that those who have felt the 
impact of the harsh winter 
the most are the ones who 
have to drive in it.

Lerner, owner of the 
iPark parking garage 
chain, has started a pro-
gram to help drivers dig 
out vehicles that have been 
buried in snow or ice across 
the city, including a few lo-
cations in Queens, for free.

When motorists call, 
Lerner will send two of his 
employees to meet them 
and help shovel their vehi-
cles out of parking spots on 
the street.

“Unfortunately, we’ve 
seen a lot of people get-
ting stuck in snow and ice 
banks that you can’t shovel 
out of,” he said. “We have 
these garages all over the 
city that have managers 
and workers who have free 
time on their hands during 

non-prime time hours, so I 
thought, ‘Why not?’”

Most iPark garages are 
in Manhattan, but Lerner 
operates three in Rego Park 
and two in Forest Hills that 
are also participating in 
the free shoveling program. 
He said any driver parked 
within five blocks of one of 
his garages is welcome to 
call for assistance and can 
arrange a time to meet that 
works for them.

Lerner said he began 
thinking about helping 
snowed-in drivers when 
he began to realize he had 
seen cars stuck in the same 
parking spots for weeks at 
a time.

“I was just feeling bad 
for the community and 
wanted to offer services to 
shovel them out,” he said. 
“The city is going to start 
enforcing alternate side 
parking again soon and all 
these people will be getting 
tickets and I don’t think the 

city is going to give them a 
hall pass. We’d like to see 
them start getting their 
cars out.”

In Rego Park, garages 
are located at 98-10 64th 
Ave., 98-33 63rd Drive and 

62-60 99th St. The two For-
est Hills locations are at 10-
25 Gerard Place and 110-45 
Queens Boulevard.

Lerner said his staff 
is just as willing to help as 
he is and they will accom-

modate callers as much as 
possible. The only thing he 
asks, he said, is to call at 
least 30 minutes before the 
time you are requesting in 
order to give his staff time 
to travel. 

The program will con-
tinue through the remain-
der of the winter, Lerner 
said, and as long as there is 
snow or ice, he said he and 
his staff will answer calls 
from people needing a help-
ing hand. He is also looking 
to run the free shoveling 
program next winter, espe-
cially if the weather is any-
thing like what has hap-
pened this year, he said.

“We just like to help 
out the community,” Lern-
er said.

The locations of Lern-
er’s garages in other bor-
oughs can be found by vis-
iting ipark.com to see the 
radius that the garage will 
extend to, and motorists 
should call Wender at 917-
209-2195 to arrange a meet-
ing time.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at 718-260-4573.

M E DICA L  R E S E A R C H  G U I DE

Volunteer for a paid clinical research study!

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Queens parking garages offer to help snowed-in drivers
Owner of iPark chain starts citywide program to unbury vehicles stranded by winter weather

A car is buried in snow on 41st Avenue in Bayside. Bill Lerner, owner of the iPark garage chain across 
New York City, has started a program to help drivers shovel their cars out after a snowstorm.
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By now, you’ve heard all about the Affordable Care Act. 
Maybe you’re not sure what to do. Call MetroPlus today 
and we can answer all your questions. We can help you 
keep the coverage you have now or talk to you about an 
affordable new plan that’s just right for you. Join one of the 

top-ranked health plans in NYC for almost 10 years.*

One of the top-ranked 
health plans in NYC 
for almost 10 years.*

*Based on indicators chosen by the New York State Department of Health and published in its publication  
A Consumer’s Guide to Medicaid Managed Care in NYC 2003-2012. 

WHAT’S YOUR PLAN?
Choose Quality. Choose Affordability. Choose MetroPlus.

Call 1.855.809.4073
M E T R O P L U S . O R G

ASIA BANK, N. A.

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
Owner-occupied and investment properties

Repayment terms to 25 years
Other Secured Business Loan Products Also Available

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR CREDIT SOLUTION!!!

LOAN CENTER 
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  
 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com
www.asiabank-na.com 
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Millions of people 
across the globe suffer 
from diabetes, a term used 
to describe a group of met-
abolic diseases in which a 
person has high blood pres-
sure resulting from the 
body’s cells not responding 
properly to insulin or inad-
equate insulin production. 
According to researchers 
at Australia’s Baker IDI 
Heart and Diabetes Insti-
tute, if the spread of type 
2 diabetes continues at its 
current rate, there will be 
roughly 439 million adults 
with diabetes across the 
globe in the year 2030. 
Though some cases of dia-
betes cannot be prevented, 
a healthy lifestyle can pre-
vent or delay the onset of 
type 2 diabetes.

Type 2 diabetes is the 
most common form of dia-
betes, occurring because 
the body does not use in-
sulin properly. Initially, 
the pancreas will make 
extra insulin to account 
for the body’s resistance to 
insulin, but over time the 
pancreas cannot produce 
enough insulin to main-
tain normal blood glucose 
levels. The risk of develop-
ing type 2 diabetes increas-
es as people age, and while 
there is no way to halt the 
aging process, there are 
many other ways for men, 

women, and children to re-
duce their risks of develop-
ing type 2 diabetes.

Shed those extra 
pounds

Being overweight in-
creases your risk for a host 
of ailments, including type 
2 diabetes, heart disease, 
and stroke. According to 
the American Diabetes As-
sociation, losing as little as 
10 to 15 pounds can make a 
significant difference for 
people looking to reduce 
their risks of developing 
type 2 diabetes. When at-
tempting to lose weight, 
recognize that making 
lifestyle changes is a 
more effective way to shed 
pounds and keep weight 
off than fad diets that may 
promise quick weight loss 
but tend to be less effective 
at keeping that weight off 
over the long haul. Suc-
cessful weight loss typi-
cally involves a combina-
tion of physical activity 
and a healthy diet. Include 
physical activity as part 
of your daily routine sev-
eral days per week, taking 
it slow at first if you have 
not exercised regularly in 
quite some time. As your 
body begins to adapt to ex-
ercise, you can gradually 
increase the intensity of 
your workout routines.

Adopting a healthy 
diet is another way to lose 
weight and maintain that 
weight loss. A diet low in 
calories and fat is a good 
start. Men and women 
who need to lose a sig-
nificant amount of weight 
may want to work with a 
dietitian or nutritionist to 
create a meal plan that is 
likely to produce the best 
results and address any vi-
tamin or nutrient deficien-
cies they might have.

Focus on fiber 
Adding more fiber to 

your diet is another way to 
prevent or delay the onset 
of type 2 diabetes. Foods 
that are high in fiber tend 
to make people feel fuller, 
reducing the likelihood 
that you will overeat. Fiber 
also helps the body control 
its blood sugar levels, and 
fiber can lower a person’s 
risk of heart disease. 
Many foods include fiber, 
but some high-fiber foods 
include beans, fruits, nuts, 
and vegetables.

Avoid refined 
carbohydrates 

Studies have shown 
that diets rich in refined 
carbohydrates increase a 
person’s risk of developing 
diabetes, while additional 
studies have shown that 
diets rich in whole grains 
protect the body against 
diabetes. Researchers ex-
amining the results of sev-
eral studies that explored 
the relationship between 
whole grains and diabetes 
found that eating an ex-
tra two servings of whole 
grains each day can re-
duce a person’s risk of type 
2 diabetes by as much as 21 
percent. Refined carbohy-
drates, which can be found 
in white bread, white rice, 
mashed potatoes and many 
cereals, cause sustained 
spikes in blood sugar and 
insulin levels, which can 
increase a person’s risk of 
diabetes.  

How to reduce your risk 
for type 2 diabetes

Though aging increases a person‚ risk for type 2 diabetes, a 
healthy lifestyle that includes routine exercise and a healthy diet 
can help men and women reduce that risk significantly.



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND      AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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Flushing, New York, Febru-
ary 24, 2014 - Robert Costello, 
an Abraham Lincoln Imperson-
ator par execellence, stunned 
both guests and residents of 
Flushing House with his pefor-
mance on February 22, 2014 that 
brought the martyred president 
back to life. His performance 
was arranged by Flushing House 
management at the behest of res-
idents, who requested that the 
retirement community do some-
thing to honor Lincoln for Presi-
dent’s Day 2014.

 The realistic portrayal, held 
in the Flushing House Rooftop 
Atrium, included a recounting of 
Lincoln’s life, the Civil War, his 
involvement with ending slav-
ery, and a remarkable reciting of 
‘The Gettysburg Address,’ which 
earned Costello a standing ova-
tion. Costello actually gave two 
performances, one in the glass-
enclosed rooftop lounge for fam-

ily members and guests, the sec-
ond in the ground fl oor game 
room for Flushing House resi-

dents. Over 100 people felt they 
were in the presence of the 16th 
President of the United states.

“Over the years, Robert Cos-
tello has appeared before many 
audiences,” said Robert Sal-
ant, Flushing House director of 
community relations. “He looks 
and dresses like Lincoln, gives 
speeches of the martyred Presi-
dent, and interacts with the au-
dience.  He has won acclaim for 
portraying one of the most be-
loved presidents of the United 
States.” 

Salant explained that the per-
formance took place because of 
the residents’ interest in U.S. 
history. On January 28, 2010 
James Driscoll became a Flush-
ing House resident.  The former 
Queens Historian, and President 
of the Queens Historical Society, 
James Driscoll authored Flush-
ing, New York: 1880-1935 (Post-
card History Series), and many 

other popular books on history. 
“When Jim fi rst moved in, he 
gave history talks to residents,” 
Salant said. “Several residents 
recently told Jim we ought to 
honor Abe Lincoln, he brought 
this to management’s attention, 
and the rest is just history!” Sal-
ant added.

Built in 1974, Flushing House 
is the largest, not-for- profi t, In-
dependent Living retirement com-
munity in New York State. Visit us 
at: www.fl ushinghouse.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Abraham Lincoln Impersonator Stuns Flushing House Audience!
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CAMP
GUIDE

It can be diffi cult to envision warm sum-
mer days when the wind is blowing and 
the snow is falling. However, the winter 

months are a great time to explore summer 
camp options. In fact, many camps have 
strict enrollment timelines that require de-
cisions to be made prior to spring.

Attending summer camp has been a tra-
dition in the United States for more than 
150 years. Statistics indicate that around 

30 million American kids attend summer 
camp each year. There are many benefi ts 
to summer camp. Camp enables children 
to stay engaged during the summer when 
there may be limited interaction with 
school friends. It also gives parents both a 
safe and viable daycare solution during the 
summer.

Summer camp pulls together chil-
dren from different neighborhoods, social 

classes, and backgrounds, which can make 
it a good place to meet new people — some of 
whom may become lifelong friends. Camps 
also provide a variety of activities that can 
challenge children to try new things that go 
beyond their comfort zones.

Some children are very receptive to the 
idea of attending summer camp. Others 
need a little coaxing. But summer camp 
should never be forced on a child who does 

not want to go. In such instances, consider 
local daytime programs that may fi ll the 
void instead of programs that require be-
ing away from home. Once the decision 
for summer camp is made, there are some 
questions to answer.

• What are your fi nances like? Do you 
have a budget for summer camp?

• What size camp do you desire?

CHOOSING                   SUMMER CAMPthe rightthe right

Continued on Page 36
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When packing for  
camp, you should 
receive informa-

tion on policies and proce-
dures before your child is 
ready to go. The following 
checklist should help you 
decide what you do or don’t 
need to pack:

• Bedding: Sleeping 
bags, sheets, blankets, and 
pillows are usually the 
camper’s responsibility. 
Most beds are twin size or 
smaller and may be bunk 
style. Some camps supply 
linens.

• Towels: Usually sup-
plied by the camper. 

• Clothing: Most camps 
supply a list of recom-
mended clothing that varies 
with the climate. Be sure to 
pack long pants (for hikes 
and horseback riding) as 
well as shorts. Comfortable, 
durable shoes are a must, 
while special footwear is 
advisable for certain ac-
tivities (tennis, hiking, and 
horseback riding). Use a 
permanent marker or name 
tags to identify your child’s 
belongings. Some camps 
require campers to wear 
uniforms. Some camps will 
furnish the uniforms, while 
others will provide you with 
ordering information. 

• Toiletries: A small bag 
can be handy for toiletries 
if a camper has to walk to a 
separate building for show-
ering and bathing. It is wise 
to pack sunscreen, lip balm, 
insect repellent, soap, 

toothpaste and toothbrush, 
shampoo, a hairbrush and 
comb, and deodorant (if 
your child uses it). 

• Laundry: Generally, 
sessions under two weeks 
don’t include laundry ser-
vice. You might send a pil-
low case or laundry bag to 
store dirty clothing.

• Equipment: Camps 
usually provide items such 
as oars, life jackets, and 
craft materials, but check 
with the camp to be sure. 
The camper may want to 
bring a tennis racquet, mu-
sical instrument, or back-
pack. Don’t pack radios, 
televisions, portable CD 
players, stereos, food, or 
hunting knives.

• Spending money: 
Camps have different poli-
cies on children bringing 
spending money. Some have 
stores that sell T-shirts, 
fi lm, candy, and other items. 
Check with the camp staff.

• Medicine: Any medi-
cation should be properly 
labeled in its original con-
tainer with dosage in-
structions and given to the 
camp’s medical personnel 
for safe keeping. 

• Insurance: Camper 
health and accident insur-
ance may be provided by the 
camp. You might be asked 
to bring information on 
family health and accident 
coverage. Be sure to ask the 
camp director if there are 
additional charges for in-
surance.

Getting your child 
packed for camp

For children who have a pas-
sion for sports, specialty 
camp experiences with a 

sports focus can offer a variety of 
benefi ts. Regardless of a camp’s 
specialty area, it is the nature 
of camp to help children develop 
into caring, resilient, compas-
sionate, independent people. But 
especially at sports camp, camp-
ers enjoy the community and 
friendships of peers and role mod-
els with similar interests. They 
are also able to concentrate on 
and gain confi dence in the sport 
they love! 

Some 10 percent of ACA-accred-
ited camps offer a targeted sports 
focus. By comparison, in 2004, 
only 3 percent of ACA camps of-
fered a targeted sport focus. That’s 
more than a threefold increase in 
ten years. You can even fi nd sports 
at special needs camps, where the 
activities are geared to campers’ 
abilities. 

The diversity of camps today 
refl ects the diversity of America 
— there is a camp for every ability 
level and interest, from horseback 
riding to soccer, race car driving 
to softball. According to ACA’s 
most recent Sites, Facilities, and 
Programs Report, 98 percent of 
responding ACA camps reported 

offering at least one sport even if 
sports were not a targeted focus. 
The top fi ve sports activities of-
fered are recreational swimming 
(87 percent), aquatic activities (76 
percent), basketball (72 percent), 
archery (71 percent), and camp-
ing skills (67 percent). Unique of-
ferings include fencing, lacrosse, 
SCUBA diving, windsurfi ng, and 
more. 

You and your child can search 
for the perfect camp experience 
on ACA’s Find a Camp database 
(http://fi nd.acacamps.org). This 
resource allows families to search 
for camp programs based on lo-
cation, price, session length, and 
more — including whether the 
camp focuses on just one sports ac-
tivity or multiple activities. When 
searching for multiple-activity 
camps, families can also search 
by intensity level — recreational, 
instructional, or intense/com-
petitive. Camps are able to serve 
campers who are just looking to 
try a new sport, campers who are 
looking for serious skill building, 
and everyone in between! Begin 
searching early. Camps begin tak-
ing registrations well before the 
“camp season” begins. 

Beyond the activities offered 
at a camp, it is also crucial to con-

sider a camp’s philosophy. ACA 
encourages parents to ask camp 
representatives if the camp is 
ACA-accredited. If not, ask why. 
ACA-accredited camps meet up to 
280 health and safety standards 
and are a parent’s best evidence 
that the camp is committed to 
the safety and well-being of their 
child. A few other tips for learning 
more about the camp’s philosophy 
include:

Ask “What is the camp’s philos-
ophy and program emphasis?”

Ask “How does the camp handle 
homesickness and other adjustment 
issues?”

Visit the camp if possible to see 
practices fi rst-hand. 

Ask for references.
Quality sports camp experi-

ences will not only improve a 
camper’s skills or allow them to 
explore a new interest, they will 
nourish a child’s social and emo-
tional development as well. Camp 
experiences help children gain 
skills they’ll use for a lifetime — 
both on and off the fi eld! 

Reprinted from www.ACAcamps.
org by permission of the American 
Camp Association © 2014 American 
Camping Association, Inc.

CAMP GUIDE

Budding athletes should aim 
for a game-changing summer
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your 
Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

WEDNESDAY
March 5th

from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!
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American
Dance & 

Drama Camp
Boys & Girls Ages 2.5-15

July 7th - Aug. 15th 
917.602.6271 

dance@nyc.rr.com

Royal’s 
Basketball 

Camp
Boys & Girls Ages 7-16

Boys Week #1 
July 28th - Aug. 1st 

Boys Week #2 
Aug. 4th - Aug. 8th 

Boys Week #3 
Aug. 11th - Aug. 15th 

Girls Week 
Aug. 18th - Aug. 22nd 

718.366.7454 
royalsbasketball@ctkrhs.orgroyals

Royal’s 
Soccer  
Camp

Boys & Girls Ages 7-16 
July 7th - July 11th

718.366.7454 
royalssoccer@ctkrhs.org

WWW.CTKNY.ORG

Summer Fun at  
Christ the King
Summer Fun at  
Christ the King

68-02  Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village NY 11379

• Should the camp be co-
ed or single sex?

• How far do you want 
your child to travel for 
summer camp? What are 
the options in your area?

• Are there any camps 
that have been recom-
mended by friends or fam-
ily members?

• What kinds of activi-
ties do your children en-
joy?

These types of questions 
will help you narrow down 
your options. Then you can 
visit and interview camps 
to fi nd one that is the best 

Continued from Page 33
CHOOSING

How can you fi nd the 
camp that’s best 
for your child, es-

pecially if he has a special 
need? Thanks to the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, 
there is access to a wider 
variety of services and pro-
grams for people with dis-
abilities.

What will benefi t your 
child most this summer? 
Be honest with yourself and 
clearly outline the specif-
ics of dates needed, length 
of session required, loca-

tion, supportive services re-
quired, and costs.

Many organizations of-
fer day and residential sum-
mer camping programs for 
children and teens with dis-
abilities. The Lion’s Clubs, 
Easter Seals, and disability-
specifi c organizations such 
as the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association and American 
Diabetes Association are 
among them.

Others are just day pro-
grams, overnight camps, or 
both. Such organizations 

tend to cater to the specifi c 
needs of their clientele, sup-
ported by a long history of 
service to youth with dis-
abilities and their families. 

Some special-needs 
camps will offer educational 
support or continue with oc-
cupational therapy, physical 
therapy, or speech therapy. 
Campers are often enrolled 
or grouped by age or func-
tioning level to provide an 
appropriate peer group. 

Special needs camps 
can specifi cally handle the 
medical, behavioral, di-
etary, physical, emotional, 
cognitive, or social needs of 
their campers.

Generally, the staff-to-
camper ratio will vary from 
one to one or one to four. 

Families choose special-
needs camps for a wide 
variety of reasons. These 
may include existing rela-
tionships with an agency 
and knowledge of the phi-
losophy and mission of that 
agency, security in know-
ing the camp is designed 
especially for their child, 
wanting their child to iden-
tify with a peer group of 
kids with disabilities, and 
security in knowing their 
child won’t be “different” 
than the other kids.

How to locate a camp 
for special-needs kids

CAMP GUIDE

fi t. When visiting camps, 
go armed with a checklist 
of questions. Some of these 
can include:

• What is the philosophy 
of the camp?

• Can you explain a typi-
cal day?

• What are the types of 
activities and facilities of-
fered?

• What is the camper-to-
counselor ratio?

• What is the camp’s 
drug and alcohol policy?

• Does the camp have in-
surance and security per-
sonnel?

• What percentage of 
staff return each year? 
How are staff selected and 
trained?

• What kind of health-
care is provided?

• Can you tell me about 
the policy on phone calls 
and family visits?

• What do you do in the 
event of emergencies?

There are many differ-
ent camps available. Some 
offer a little bit of every-
thing. Others cater to aca-
demics, sports, specifi c 
hobbies or even religious 
preferences. Don’t wait 
too long to research and 
sign up for camps because 
many fi ll up quite early or 
have an extensive waiting 
list. That is why choosing 
a camp should be part of a 
winter to-do list.
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Registration is now open!

Customized Programs 
Designed to “ignite the spark of genius” in every camper, ages 4*-13

*entering kindergarten

�������	�
���
���		
� ���
�����
��������������
��	
�����
���
�������	�

���
��
�����������������	
����
�����������	
��������������������

Choose from two, four, or eight-week sessions Point-to-point bus 
service  School vacation mini-camps available Register today 
at ������	������
��!��� or contact our Director of Camps at 
"#$!%%#!&'() or director@dwightsummercamp.org

Schedule a Private Tour
The Dwight School Athletic Center
2116 First Avenue (between 108-109th Streets)

into summer with us!

Sending your child 
away to camp for the 
fi rst time is a major 

milestone for most families, 
one that is often marked by 
excitement, anticipation, 
and perhaps even some 
anxiety. Though camp is 
certainly about making 
friends and having fun, it 
is also about being on your 
own and being a part of 
a community. One of the 
most important things you 
as a parent can do to help 
prepare your child for both 
these aspects of camp is to 
talk with your child about it 
before he/she goes.

The following are some 
sample topics for discussion 
that will help prepare your 
child emotionally for their 
big adventure:

Friends — Camp is not 
anything if it is not about 
making new friends. If you 
are shy about meeting new 
kids, then learn to get to 
know others by being a good 

listener. Remember also 
that not everyone in your 
cabin, bunk, or group has to 
be your friend, and you don’t 
have to be everyone else’s 
friend. As long as you treat 
others with respect and they 
do the same with you, then 
having one or two friends at 
camp is fi ne. 

Activities — There are 
many exciting things to do 
at camp, many of which you 
may never have tried before. 
You may not like all the ac-
tivities, or you may be better 
at some than others. That’s 
normal. I, however, hope 
you are willing to try. 

Cooperating — You, 
like every other camper 
there, will be part of a cabin, 
bunk, or group. I hope you 
will cooperate with others 
and help out. That’s part of 
what makes camp so special 
— kids helping each other 
out. Most kids will help you 
if you are friendly and help 
them.

Give yourself time — 
One thing about camp is that 
almost everything is new — 
the kids, the activities, the 
routines, the bed you sleep 
in, the bathroom. It takes a 
few days to get adjusted, so 
be patient with yourself.

Getting help — Every-
one has good days and bad 
days. If you are having a 
problem, your counselor is 
there to help you. You don’t 
have to wait to tell us if you 
are upset about something. 
After all, if your counselor 
doesn’t know what might be 
troubling you, he/she can’t 
help you. Be honest and ask 
for what you need. If your 
counselor doesn’t seem to 
be concerned or doesn’t help 
you, then you can go to the 
unit director, head coun-
selor, etc. 

Being positive — It’s a 
great thing to remind your 
fi rst-time camper about 
his or her strong points. I 
would focus not just on what 

they do well, but their posi-
tive qualities as well, such 
as what makes them a good 
friend or the type of per-
son other kids would want 
to know. Helping children 
identify their strengths can 
help them when they are 
having a setback — one of 
those inevitable growing 
pains all children have from 
time to time.

Talking with your child 
about these kinds of issues 
is a great way to show sup-
port as your child gets ready 
to take this important step 
on the road to being more re-
silient and self-reliant. 

It can give you peace 
of mind as you allow your 
child to participate in the 
broader world. 

— Bob Ditter, L.C.S.W.
Originally printed in 

CAMP Magazine, reprinted 
by permission of the Ameri-
can Camp Association; ©

2006 American Camping 
Association, Inc.

Guidelines for first-time campers
CAMP GUIDE
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GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certifi ed in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!

2084 E. 67th Street
Brooklyn, NY

718-444-8014

560 Northern Blvd.
Great Neck, NY
516-726-1771

New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted
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BY ALLISON PLITT

Painter Violet Baxter has 
spent most of her artistic career 
painting scenes outside her dif-
ferent studios’ windows.  

“There are drawings and 
paintings that I’ve made complete-

ly from fleeting images,” Baxter 
said. “As the painting is usually 
a puzzle, the process of having to 
find a way to resolution can take 
months or even much longer.  By 
this process, it becomes a work 
relying on memory, gradually 
gathering layers of meaning.  In 

this way then, memory plays a 
leading role.”

For the first 20 years, Bax-
ter captured the views from her 
studio located at Union Square in 
Manhattan.  Later, she moved her 
studio to Long Island City where 
she has accumulated more than 

10 years’ worth of paintings of 
sights from outside her windows, 
including bridges, buildings, 
trucks, roads and, of course, the 
sky.

Born and raised in the 
Bronx, Baxter knew as a young 
child she would be a painter by 
all the attention she received 
from her own artwork.  She went 
to high school at the School of Art 

and Design in Manhattan.  After 
she finished, she moved into the 
city which eventually led to her 
studying at Cooper Union, where 
she graduated with honors.

Shortly thereafter, she en-
rolled at Columbia University to 
study with artist Ralph Mayer, 
who was well-known for his re-
search on art materials and tech-

 Sudoku 40

 Arts & Entertainment 43

 Crossword Puzzle 43

 Guide to Dining 44

The western Queens neighborhood serves as inspiration for artist Violet Baxter’s oil paintings

TimesLedger, February 28-March 7, 2014

Continued on Page 43

STUDIO WITH A VIEW

Long Island City

Violet Baxter’s painting “Bridge in Yellow Light” (pictured top) shows Steinway Storage and Moving, Mason Tenders 
Training Center and the roadway leading to the Queensboro Bridge. Photo courtesy Violet Baxter

in
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Answers in Sports

 Last week I had the op-
portunity to revisit two theaters 
in Queens, both remarkable as 
the all too rare significant the-
ater venues in our borough of 2.2 
million residents.  I say signifi-
cant in that these theaters are 
dedicated to the performing arts 
exclusively, and are not in schools 
or houses of worship or other 
places where space is shared with 
many other activities.

Queens Theatre calls it-
self the premier performing arts 
venue in Queens.  And it’s true, 
since it really has almost no com-
petition.  What it does have are 
three performance spaces: a 472-
seat main stage, a 99-seat studio, 
and a cabaret room.  Established 
in 1989 and officially opened in 
1993, Queens Theatre is in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park in a 

building erected 50 years ago for 
the 1964 World’s Fair. (This locale 
was the Theaterama of the New 
York State Pavilion; the adjacent 
towers and Tent of Tomorrow 
have deteriorated over time and 
there’s been some talk of restor-
ing them.) There’s plenty of free 
parking and a free shuttle runs 
frequently from the Mets-Willets 
Point Station.

Not far from the East River 
in the Hunter’s Point section of 
Long Island City is The Chain 

Theatre, a happening place 
in a happening neighborhood.  
Performing in a former factory 
building since 2012, it features an 
intimate black box theater with 
up to 75 seats, plus gallery space 
and rehearsal rooms.  Just a few 
minutes from Manhattan, the 
Court Square Station of the No. 7 
train is on the corner and lots of 
new condos and co-ops are within 
walking distance.

The performance I caught 
at Queens Theatre was Shake-
speare’s “Twelfth Night” pre-
sented by the touring Aquila 
Theatre Company with a cast of 
seven playing all the roles.  Love 
triumphed once again in this 
clever production. Managing Di-
rector of Queens Theatre Taryn 
Sacramone, on the job for little 
more than half a year, has lots of 

work ahead to revitalize the place 
after some recent hard times. But 
with her background, tempera-
ment and dedication, we can look 
forward to many splendid attrac-
tions at this major showcase.

At The Chain I saw a rare 
performance of “Hurlyburly” 
by David Rabe, produced by 
the resident Variations The-
atre Group.  Run by a couple of 
Hofstra University graduates, 
Rich Ferraioli and Kirk Gost-
kowski — Rich does a lot of the 
directing and Kirk a lot of the 
acting — the ambitions run high.  
In just three seasons, the group 
has produced three play revivals, 
three original works, and four 
theater festivals.  Its catch phrase 
is “muscular theater” that is ac-
cessible and affordable.  Off to a 
great start, Variations Theatre 

and The Chain are the wave of 
the future.

For those of us who value the 
past, especially when musicals 
were really musical, the commu-
nity-minded Theatre By The 
Bay presents “Anything Goes” at 
the Bay Terrace Jewish Center on 
the first two weekends in March.  
The Cole Porter score includes 
such standards as “I Get a Kick 
Out of You,” “You’re The Top” 
and the title song, and stars as 
Reno Sweeny — originally played 
by Ethel Merman and more 
recently by Sutton Foster — a 
super Queens resident, Cathy 
Chimenti.  Who could ask for 
anything more?

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com.

Exploring a tale of two theaters here in Queens
Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth Night’ and Rabe’s ‘Hurlyburly’ provide strikingly different comical plays

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing
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BY MERLE EXIT

Temperatures may be back 
around freezing although at the 
Queens Museum in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park things appear to be 
heating up.  

In February, the museum opened 
“Raising the Temperature: Art in 
Environmental Reactions,” in con-
junction with the Rainforest Art 
Foundation. The exhibition explores 
mankind’s negative influence on the 
environment. 

“I arranged the artists in two 
trajectories in order to organize our 
discussion and aid the appreciation of 
these creations”, said curator Luchia 
Meihu Lee. “One section called ‘Con-
versation with Artists’ brings up the 
issue of the artists’ response to envi-
ronmental senses.”  

Works by nine artists are fea-
tured in the show. Jeremiah Teipen, 
Pey Chwen Lin, Ki Fei, Hai Zhang 
and Todd Gavin focus on technologi-
cal changes that reinforce behaviors 
which contribute to the ongoing envi-
ronmental issues. The second group 
of artists — Marlene Tseng Yu, Sarah 
Walko, Miya Ando and Kay Lin — 
share a more intimate or romantic ap-

proach in the second strand.
Ando’s works are titled “Obon” 

and consist of hand-painted leaves 
from Bodhi trees. 

“This is an indoor installation of 
a traditional Japanese festival honor-
ing the dead,” Ando said. 

Using about 100 of the heart-
shaped leaves from this type of fig 
tree, Ando paints them with a phos-
phorescene pigment that changes 
colors in light. The leaves are then 
placed in a clear, acrylic box contain-
ing water. 

“Each fragile leaf appears clear 
in the light and becomes luminous in 
the dark,” Ando said.  

In addition, Ando places her sig-
nature leaves atop the installation 
with a sign that encourages people 
to take only one.   These leaves have 
been temporarily added to the mu-
seum’s City of New York Panorama 
exhibit to make them appear floating 
along the river.  

Kay H. Lin’s piece is titled “Sun, 
Air, Water” and uses a balloon as the 
centerpiece of the work. 

“The balloon is made from a col-
lage of recycled plastic supermarket 
bags from different countries. The 
plastic recycled materials demon-

strate conservation and waste reduc-
tion while also showing how immi-
grants from different countries join 
together in Greater New York as a 
hot air balloon that lifts us all,” Kay 
H. Lin said. “Below the balloon is a 
basket of living green plants growing 
in soil (earth) with their leaves trail-
ing over the edge.  They represent the 
greenery that provides oxygen and 
gives life energy.”   

The mishmash of shopping bags 
and their placement in front of a large 
window reveals the Unisphere with 
its shape duplicated in Lin’s piece.  

Pey Chwen Lin has called his 
piece “Eve Clone Revelation No. 4.”  

“Eve Clone is a commentary on 
human civilization and its dependen-
cy on technology as the true cause for 
alienation and human suffering. The 
holy light surrounding Eve’s head is a 
golden metaphor for the all-powerful, 
metaphysical authority,” Pey Chwen 
Lin said. “Eve, both deceitful and sad, 
inhabits a space in ruins as it gradu-
ally fills with water. Eve Clone also 
sees the water level rise slowly while 
rotating, even dancing.”  

This is one of two exhibits that 
use digital technology so the visitor 

Environment sizzles in Queens Museum’s show

Artist Kay H. Lin’s stands next to her piece “Sun, Air, Water,” 
which is part of the Queens Museum current exhibition 
“Raising the Temperature: Art in Environmental Reactions.” 

Photo by Merle ExitContinued on Page 43

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner and 

the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

WE NOW OFFER

Free Delivery

MARCH SPECIAL
$9.99

(no substitutions, toppings extra)

FOR DELIVERY ONLY

We deliver Tuesday – Sunday, 5pm – 9:30pm
Friday & Saturday: Pizza Only

T H U R S DAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PIZZERIA
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PRODUCTIONS

“Hurlyburly” — David Rabe’s 
comedy focuses on four men 
caught up in the hedonistic 
lifestyle of mid-1980s 
Hollywood.
When: Through March 1, 
Tuesday to Saturday at 7 pm, 
Saturday and Sunday at 2 pm
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.
org

“The Uninvited” — This 
supernatural thriller, presented 
by the Parkside Players, centers 
on a charming house in England 
with a dark secret.
When: Through March 1; Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors, 
$10/children
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

“Richard III” — The Queens 
Players infuse a punk sensibility 
into Shakespeare’s drama, 
now set in 1980s punk clubs in 
England. 
When: Through March 15
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Anything Goes” — Theatre by 
the Bay presents Cole Porter’s 
musical-comedy set aboard a 
ocean liner from New York to 
London includes the classic 
songs “You’re the Top,” “I Get a 
Kick Out of You” and “Anything 
Goes.”
When: March 1 to March 16, 
Saturdays at 8 pm (no show 
March 15) and Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

“Hairspray” — The recent 

smash Broadway hit musical, 
staged by the Marathon Little 
Theatre Group, revolves around 
perky Tracy Turnblad’s push 
to integrate a 1960s TV dance 
show in Baltimore, and to fi nd 
love along the way. 
When: March 1 to March 16, 
Saturdays at 8:30 pm (no show 
March 15), Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Marathon Jewish 
Center, 245-67 60th Ave., 
Douglaston
Cost: $18/adults, $16/seniors 
and children under 13
Contact: (718) 229-4644

“Nunsense The Mega-Musical” 
— In this reboot of the original 
Off-Broadway smash, the Little 
Sisters of Hoboken put on a 
variety show to raise money.
When: Saturday, March 8 to 
Sunday, March 16, Friday at 
8 pm, Saturday at 8 pm and 
Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater 
at St. Margaret Parish, 66-05 
79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, 
$12/children 11 and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 

Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 

workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 

7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

LAST CHANCE TO CATCH ‘THE UNINVITED’
Cast members Rebecca Coughlan (l. to r.), Nick Radu and Laura Cetti appear in a scene from 
The Parkside Players production of “The Uninvited.” In the show, brother and sister Roddy and 
Pam Fitzgerald long to escape the demands of city life in London. They discover a charming 
home overlooking the Irish Sea, which they purchase for a suspiciously low price. But it quick-
ly becomes clear why they received such a bargain — a murder may have been committed on 
the grounds and evil spirits seem to be lurking about. The play runs through Saturday at the 
Grace Lutheran Church in Forest Hills. For tickets and information, visit www.parksideplayers.
com. Photo courtesy The Parkside Players

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli 

& fresh mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed 

w/ mushrooms, peas & asparagus 
in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers 

in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, 

peas & prosciutto 
in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter 

& lemon sauce)
No Substitutions or Takeouts

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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Across
11. Test sites
5. "A ___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
9. Bottle filler?
13. A little of a large lot?
14. Bigger than big
15. Bakery treat
16. Which came first ?
19. Storm area
20. Well-grounded 
birds?
21. Civics, e.g.
22. Ladder part
23. Algonquian Indian
24. Owns up to
27. Like some photos
31. "... ___ a good 
night!'
32. Dog biter
33. Italian monk
34. Post-Thanksgiving 
meal
38. Fashion letters
39. Granny's other 
daughter
40. Slangy greetings
41. Mukluk material
44. Like bright nights
45. "Put ___ on it!"
46. Gouge or chisel
47. Breakfast beverage
50. A fish that nags?

OLD GLORYCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

February 28-March 6, 2014

By Ed Canty

Birds of a Feather

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

C A R T C H A T S B A L D
P L E A R O D E O A L A R
R E D B E A N S A N D R I C E
C O U N T S E A N C E S

S E A R R E E D S
M A O R I S I M O N S
O C T A L S T O W R A M
W H I T E H O U S E S T A F F
S E C A R A T H A G A R

P E S T L E U S E R S
A L B U M S L A T
B U R R I T O N U R S E
B L U E R I B B O N P A N E L
A L I E N I E C E T I L E
S S N S E T N A S A P S E

51. A chilling idea?
54. Fonzie's do
57. Contents of 
some urns
58. It may get into 
a jamb
59. Itsy-bitsy bit
60. Cong. period
61. "A Death in the 
Family" author
62. Washington 
capital?

Down
1. Shoestring
2. Hurting
3. A French cheese
4. "Hold on a 
___!"
5. All great crosswords 
have them
6. Accumulate, as a bill
7. Freudian topics
8. Always, in verse
9. Shots on lots
10. Broke ground?
11. Actress Swenson
12. Cribbage markers
15. Pumps and clogs
17. Whistler in the 
kitchen
18. Bad place for a frog
22. Jockey shirt material
23. Chin indentation

24. A.B.A. members
25. Drench
26. An ex of the Donald
27. Senator-astronaut
28. "Alas,..."
29. Certain computer 
message
30. Full of lip
32. Liquid
35. Washington city
36. Armed sea 
creatures?
37. Lab container
42. Potato pancakes
43. Tarts
44. "And what is -- 

as..."
46. California border 
lake
47. Modern info holders
48. "Great" English river
49. Academies: Abbr.
50. Dance for 
plumbers?
51. Bit of Windows 
dressing?
52. Adorable
53. Brief guesses?
55. "Apple cider" gal
56. Brazilian port

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

niques.  
Subsequent to her 

work with Mayer, she 
took a job in the pub-
lishing world doing 
calligraphy and “paste-
ups and mechanicals,” 
which involved put-
ting together text and 
pictures for newspaper 
or magazine reproduc-
tion.

Baxter got mar-
ried and had a daugh-
ter at the dawn of com-
puter publishing, in 
which she showed no 
interest in learning.  
Instead, during that 
time, she worked for 
Pratt Institute, where 
she taught calligraphy 
in a program called 
“Classrooms Without 
Walls,” to students at 
her home.

Returning to the art world full time 
in 1980, Baxter began her solo career as an 
abstract artist which meant she focused 
on color, form and line to create a compo-
sition.  She moved into her Union Square 
studio in 1983, creating paintings by using 
three different mediums — pastel, oil paint 
and watercolor.

Although some of her earlier and more 
renowned pieces were made with pastel, 
she eventually stopped using it.  

“I don’t do much work with pastel now, 
though I continue to accept restoration 
commissions.  I have avoided this medium 
because of not wanting to inhale the pastel 
dusts,” she said.  “Many people know my 
work in pastel, but I’m happy to paint now 
with oils that sometimes resemble the pas-
tels I created.”

Baxter eventually evolved into a rep-
resentational painter, meaning she depicts 
in her paintings things people easily rec-
ognize.  Be it abstract or representational 
painting, she often starts by sketching a 
design.

“Drawing is primary for me,” Baxter 
said. “It is an exercise that helps me to un-
derstand the problems in the work.  Even 
when I was an abstract painter, drawing 
remained essential.”

Sometimes taking up to two years to 

finish a painting, Bax-
ter applies layers of 
color to her canvases 
because she says sub-
jects change color over 
time. She also prefers 
to depict images of sub-
jects that do not remain 
stationary.

Besides memory, 
Baxter’s work also dis-
plays the variations of 
different lights.  

“I’m very affected 
by light,” Baxter said.  
“I like to watch how 
it changes and forms 
whatever I am looking 
at.  ‘Night Lights’ is 
the title of a series of 
paintings based on the 
view I know so well in 
daylight.  At night this 
view transforms into 
mystery with barely 
caught images of cars 
and trucks going by, 

flashes of light, touches of people and other 
indescribable things in the dark. This dark 
fascinates me.”

Baxter also works on canvases of vary-
ing sizes to experiment with the visual im-
age of her painting.  

“I work on small panels that I some-
times make larger,” she said.  “I also find it 
useful to shift it onto varying sizes.  It’s in-
teresting to see how the scale of a piece can 
alter one’s perceptions of the painting.”

What Baxter desires most is to create 
artwork that will leave a lasting impres-
sion on its audience. Recalling going to mu-
seums as a child, she says she still revisits 
certain paintings to find something new 
that recaptures her attention.  

“I favor painting that comes to the 
viewer slowly, that as it is looked at, it de-
velops.  I want the painting to keep opening 
up over the years, that it has lasting pow-
er,” Baxter said.  “As I paint, my work may 
accumulate layers of meaning, of feeling 
and memory.  From this comes the hope 
that some of my paintings will be able to 
remain in one’s memory.”

For more information about Violet Bax-
ter and her artwork, you can view her work 
online at www.fedart.org/page%20portfolio/
Baxter.htm.

can view this exhibit in mo-
tion.   

“Photography has been 
the tool for me to investi-
gate the context in which 
we all find ourselves,” Hai 
Zhang said about “Don’t 

Follow Me, I’m Lost!”
He displays the photos 

in a series as if the viewer 
were shopping for a poster.    

“It is such an unset-
tling journey into the un-
derstanding of the tomor-
row that the new China is 
leading its people towards,” 
Zhang said. “These revela-
tions raise some of the most 

pressing dilemmas of our 
time.  Since 2008, I have 
regularly traveled to Chi-
na to photograph the ever 
changing and sprawling 
urbanized landscape.”

“Raising the Tempera-
ture: Art in Environmental 
Reactions” will be on ex-
hibit through Sunday at the 
Queens Museum.  

EVENTS

Queens World Film 
Festival — The fourth annual 
celebration of world cinema 
returns to the borough with 
feature fi lms, documentaries 
and shorts. 
When: Tuesday, March 4 to 
Sunday, March 9
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, Nesva Hotel, The Secret 
Theatre and PS 69
Cost: $75/festival pass with 
opening night, $50/festival pass, 
$10/single programs, $6/single 
programs seniors and students

Contact: (718) 429-2579
Website: www.
queensworldfi lmfestival.com

Open House — Hillcrest 
Jewish Center, an egalitarian 
Conservative Synagogue 
invites you to get to know its 
community. A light kosher 
lunch and make your own 
sundaes will be available with 
reservations. 
When: Sunday, March 30, 11 
am - 1:30 pm
Where: 183-02 Union Turnpike, 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-4145, or 
info@hillcrestjc.org

TALK

Neal Gillen — The author will 
discuss how Queens has become 
the most diverse and ever-
changing community in America. 
When: Sunday, March 2, 2:30 pm
Where: Queens Historical 
Society, 143-35 37th Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: $8/adults, $5/members, 
students and seniors
Contact: (718) 939-0647

Anne Hosansky — The author 
will discuss her new book, “Ten 
Women of Valor,” focusing on 
the story of Esther. The Bayside 
Jewish Center Sisterhood 
sponsors this program. 
Refreshments will be available.
When: Monday, March 17, 3 pm
Where: Bayside Jewish Center, 
203-05 32nd Ave., Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-7900

STUDIO IN LIC
Continued from Page 39

Artist Violet Baxter paints the scenes she 
sees outside of her Long Island City stu-
dio. Photo courtesy Violet Baxter

Museum
Continued from Page 41
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Police emphasized the 
NYPD’s indifference to immigra-
tion status and willingness to 
translate conversations for those 
reporting domestic violence at a  
recent forum hosted by the 102nd 
and 106th precincts.

Although the NYPD pri-
oritizes quickly translating such 
complaints, police said there is no 
formal time limit by which state-
ments and depositions must be 
put in English.

“Our biggest work in prog-
ress right now is to make sure 
that those second pages that are 
written in second languages 
are translated,” said Diana Sil-
verstein, the domestic violence 
sergeant for the 102nd Precinct. 
“There is no set amount of time.”

The NYPD has recently 
fielded questions about its trans-
lation procedures because it was 
named in a federal lawsuit claim-
ing language barriers routinely 
prevent police from helping abuse 
victims. Relatives of a Guatema-
lan woman killed by her husband 
in the 103rd Precinct alleged last 

week that her reports to police 
were left in Spanish and not 
translated before she died, ac-
cording to the New York Post.

The 102nd and 106th pre-
cincts scheduled a meeting on 
domestic violence at the Fair-
field Pavilion, in Richmond Hill 
Feb. 20 after noticing a spate of 
such crimes in their commands, 
which span the area from Kew 
Gardens to Howard Beach.

Deputy Inspector Jeffrey 
Schiff, who leads the 106th Pre-
cinct, said felony domestic in-
cidents are up 53 percent in his 
command and by large margins 
in the 102nd Precinct.

“We’re trying to get that 
message out here to understand, 
break down some cultural di-
vides and some misnomers,” said 
Deputy Inspector Henry Sautner, 
who commands the 106th Pre-
cinct. “Hopefully, with keeping 
families together and providing 
that education and information, 
we’ll see a decrease in such in-
stances.”

The evening began with ex-
planations of what constitutes 
domestic violence — a pattern of 

abusive behavior between fam-
ily members or intimate partners 
where one person uses physical, 
sexual, financial or emotional 
abuse to leverage power over an-

other.
Silverstein said police strive 

to get an officer on scene who 
speaks the same language as vic-
tims. If that is not possible, police 
attempt to bring them to the pre-
cinct, where someone on the other 
end of a central telephone system 
can facilitate conversation.

Should it come to a deposi-
tion written in the victim’s native 
tongue, Silverstein said police 
can scan the statement and use 
computer software to translate it.

Police stressed that officers 
do not wait for translations to be-
gin investigating crimes.

An officer immediately at-
tempts to establish who started 
the physical contact. Police said 
authorities may arrest everyone 
involved if they cannot establish 
a primary physical aggressor.

All domestic violence reports 
are logged in a central database to 
ensure that precincts are notified 
about incidents involving people 
who live in their commands.

Silverstein said domestic 
violence officers monitor such 
reports daily and then check on 
victims to offer them resources 

and safety advice.
Many such families are 

directed to the Queens Family 
Justice Center, a city-run facility 
offering free, confidential case 
management at 126-02 82nd Ave. 
The center provides help apply-
ing for public assistance, moving 
to shelters, fighting for child sup-
port and finding a career.

Alexandra Patino, the cen-
ter’s executive director, said 
about 59 percent of its clients are 
foreign-born. She said victims 
should not hesitate to report in-
cidents if they are undocument-
ed. Victims who work with the 
district attorney’s office may 
qualify for U visas, which Patino 
said authorize victims to work in 
the country and then apply for a 
Green Card after three years.

“We get a lot of phone calls 
from people who are afraid that 
they’re going to be deported be-
cause that’s one of those tools that 
an abuser will use,” she said. “We 
really don’t want that.”

Reach reporter Sarina Tran-
gle at 718-260-4546 or by e-mail at 
strangle@cnglocal.com.

Deisy Garcia, who was murdered 
along with her daughters, filled out a 
Spanish-language domestic abuse re-
port that was never translated.

Queens police pledge to translate for abuse victims
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of Garvin. “In choosing to 
live a life with purpose in 
public service, and as the 
first African-American as-
sistant district attorney 
here in Queens, he paved 
the way for others to follow 
in his footsteps.”

Banks thanked the DA 
for the award, whose recipi-
ents have included U.S. At-
torney General Eric Holder, 
former Mayor David Din-
kins and former Gov. David 
Patterson.

“This country is bet-
ter off because of pioneers,” 
Banks said. “Against all 
odds they do it for one rea-
son: They want to leave the 
world better than it was 

when they entered it.”
“I’m going to certain-

ly work forward to it and 
make this man and his 
family proud,” he added of 
Garvin’s relatives, who at-
tended the ceremony.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Banks

synched with an improved 
dispatching and routing 
system. Trottenberg said 
DOT learns about potholes 
mostly from 311 complaints 
and tries to respond to each 
crater within two days.

“I will admit that the 
complaints are coming in 
very fast,” Trottenberg 
said. “But we are not rest-
ing easy.”

The department’s re-
search has led to a new 
warm weather asphalt mix, 
which the city said would 

require less heat to install 
and reduce DOT’s emis-
sions.

The city also plans to 
host an engineering com-
petition to solicit ideas that 
could improve DOT’s mate-
rials or operations.

A few neighbors 
watched as the mayor filled 
his first pothole on the cor-
ner of 60th Avenue and 69th 
Lane.

Kathy Liguori said she 
did not remember seeing 
prior mayors in the area.

“It’s not that bad here,” 
Liguori said of potholes on 
her block. “It’s bad on the 
expressway. These things 
happen. What are you go-

ing to do? It’s the weather.”
But perhaps the most 

lasting impression from de 
Blasio’s visit to Maspeth 
was his motorcade getting 
caught by a TV news re-
porter  rolling through stop 
signs and speeding.

The mayor has said 
he would not question his 
security detail, which is 
trained to keep vehicles 
together and follow the gen-
eral flow of traffic.

But de Blasio was later 
bombarded with questions 
about why his team was not 
abiding by advice he dis-
pensed while announcing 
an initiative to improve pe-
destrian safety last week.

Continued from Page 4 

Potholes

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

Christ the King Students Join in Psychology 
Research at Museum of Natural History

Christ the King High School’s Psychology and Advanced Research 
classes recently visited the Museum of Natural History, where they took 
part in a research class on neaurotoxins and the brain. They viewed 
slides of brain tissue showing how different substances such as the 
effects of coffee and drugs on the brain.

Pictured from left: Paul Espiritu, Alysha Kahn, and Mervin Bacchus

About Christ the King Regional High School

Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

three months to complete 
his study, which will com-
pare salaries of presidents 
at comparable nonprofits 
throughout the city, and at 
that point the board plans 
to redraft Galante’s con-
tract.

Chairman Gabriel 
Taussig told reporters he 
shared Galante’s belief that 
those who have routinely 
funded the library will con-
tinue to do so.

“I think our elected of-
ficials appreciate what the 
libraries do in their com-
munities, and I think they 
understand that in order 
for us to continue to be able 

to do that, we need to be 
properly funded,” he said. 
“And I’m confident that 
they won’t lose sight of that 
fact when it comes down to 
budget decisions that they 
have to make in the next 
few months.”

With a new progres-
sive city government fo-
cused on tackling income 
inequality, Galante’s pay 
has been called excessive 
and the brunt of the criti-
cism has stemmed from his 
perceived indifference to 
the library’s staff.

When asked if he 
would take a pay cut when 
it comes time to renegoti-
ate his contract, Galante 
responded, “I can’t answer 
that.”

At the Council over-
sight hearing, Galante 

dodged a question asking if 
he earned outside income, 
and it was later revealed he 
earned $143,000 over a two-
year period as a consultant 
for a Long Island school dis-
trict.

Galante told reporters 
he worked at the Elmont 
Union Free School District 
prior to joining the library 
and at different times he 
worked as a contractor  for 
the school system. He said 
there was no conflict of in-
terest, explaining all work 
done for Elmont was car-
ried out either at his home 
or on site at the school dis-
trict’s offices.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Galante
Continued from Page 5 

not the programs can hire 
the staff in time. De Blasio 
said the city will evaluate 
each program to make sure 
they meet high-quality 

standards.
The other big question 

remaining is how pre-K 
will be funded.

De Blasio is still at 
loggerheads with Gov. An-
drew Cuomo, who prefers 
the state pick up the pre-K 
bill instead of the mayor’s 

proposal to raise taxes on 
the city’s high-earners to 
fund early education.

“We can make that 
a reality, but we need the 
power to raise our own rev-
enue from our own people 
to make it happen,” the 
mayor said.

Pre-K
Continued from Page 9 
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Innovations in bicycle 
technology have come and 
gone in the past hundred or 
so years, but the basic idea 

— two pedals, two wheels 
and something to hold on 
to — remains.

The same could be said 
of Bellitte Bicycles, where 
old-school-type service has 

kept the shop in business 
pedaling wheels in Jamai-
ca for nearly 100 years.

“People kept coming 
in and paying to have us 
fix the less expensive bikes 

they bought at other plac-
es,” said Peter Frouws, who 
runs the shop his business 
partner’s grandfather, Sam 
Bellitte, opened on Jamaica 
Avenue near 170th Street in 
1918. “Some of them would 
spend so much on repairs 
it would have been cheaper 
to buy a better bike. You get 
what you pay for.”

And Frouws can cer-
tainly expound on what you 
get for your money.

Are you looking for a 
road, mountain, or com-
muter bike? Steel frame or 
aluminum? If you are plan-
ning on veering from the 
beaten path, you will prob-
ably want 26-inch tires, but 
if your need is for speed, 
28-inchers are the way to 
go.

Frouws said the store 
— the oldest, continu-
ously owned bike shop in 
the country — caters to 
the needs of beginners 
and pros alike, from tiny 
tots on training wheels to 
hardcore cyclists with high 
standards.

“When it comes to 
the higher-end stuff, with 
custom sizing and all that, 
we can special order that 
stuff,” he said.

For rides in Queens, 
the gear-head guru suggest-
ed heading to Cunningham 
Park, where the Concerned 
Long Island Mountain Bicy-
clists — otherwise known 

as CLIMB — have built 
and continue to maintain 6 
1/2 miles of off-road trails. 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park has a 1-mile-long bik-
ing path and the Cross Is-
land Parkway offers scenic 
views as it hugs Little Neck 
Bay, Frouws added.

He also suggested 
checking out ridethecity.
com, a website that maps 
the safe, safer and most-
direct riding routes around 
the five boroughs.

Bellitte Bicycles offers 
service warranties on all 
of its rides and the staff is 
knowledgeable and enthu-
siastic about everything 
with two wheels.

Whether you are look-

ing for a new bike, bring-
ing one in for a tune-up or 
just shopping around for a 
cycling accessory, plan on 
spending some time talking 
shop with Frouws or third- 
and fourth-generation Bel-
littes who have nearly a 
century of biking in their 
blood.

Hanging in one corner 
of the shop is an 1893 Pierce 
Arrow bicycle with wooden 
rims that was given to the 
shop on its 50th anniver-
sary.

“I wouldn’t ride it, 
though,” Frouws said.

Bellitte Bikes is at 169-
20 Jamaica Ave. For more 
information, call 718-739-
3795 or visit bellbikes.com.

Jamaica shop going strong for nearly 100 years
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criminal mischief charges 
stemming from fires lit be-
tween Feb. 20 and Feb. 24.

Sumair’s attorney did 
not immediately return a 
call for comment.

Police took Dereck Su-
mair into custody after he 
walked out of Burlington 
Coat Factory in the Rego 
Center mall with a lighter 
in his pocket shortly after 
fire alarms went off Mon-
day afternoon, according to 
the DA.

Nobody was injured 
during the blazes, which 
were described by officials 
as small and relatively self-
contained.

Firefighters were first 
called to Rego Center last 
Friday, where clothing had 
been set ablaze in Sears, 
the NYPD said.

The FDNY headed to 
Queens Center Sunday to 
put out flames in J.C. Pen-
ney and then to Rego Cen-
ter, where merchandise 
had been ignited at T.J. 
Maxx, J.C. Penney, Staples 

and Toys “R” Us, according 
to the DA and FDNY.

FDNY dispatched fire-
fighters to all three malls 
Monday afternoon, where 
flames had been lit in Burl-
ington Coat Factory, Sears, 
Bed, Bath and Beyond, Old 
Navy, Macy’s, Target and 
Best Buy, the DA said.

Jim Long, the FDNY’s 
director of public informa-
tion, said Monday’s fires 
consisted of mostly smoke 
and smoldering material.

He said, however, that 
the flames in the lower 
level of Sears activated the 
sprinkler system and re-
quired the use of a fire ex-
tinguisher.

“It’s more just a lot of 
water, some smoke. That’s 
all going to take its toll on 
the merchandise,” Long 
said, noting that the sprin-
klers watered a roughly 
10-by-12-foot area, but the 
liquid then flowed else-
where in the store.

Other department 
store reported finding 
jeans in flames, customers 
stomping on lit clothing 
and a rack of athletic attire 
on fire, the complaint said. 
Adasha Sheppard, a Bed 

Bath and Beyond employee, 
said she saw  smoke billow-
ing up from the parking lot 
when she stopped by the 
Rego Center store Monday 
afternoon to pick up a few 
items.

“It smelled,” Sheppard 
said, adding that the scent 
also permeated Bed, Bath 
and Beyond. “They said 
there was some burned 
merchandise in the back of 
the store.”

The mall was not evac-
uated, however, most shop-
pers chose to leave when 
fire alarms went off or were 
directed to exit stores, Long 
said.

Prosecutors also al-
leged that Sumair shat-
tered windows at the Long 
Island Consultation Center 
in Rego Park by throwing 
rocks in December.

He allegedly told po-
lice he broke the windows 
for fun and to watch offi-
cers in action, according to 
the DA.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

ignate Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day as a paid holiday, 
meeting the demands of 
Local 32BJ/SEIU that initi-
ated the heated debate with 
a protest rally and march 
Jan. 20 that culminated in 
a sit-in that closed the 94th 
Street Bridge approach to 
LaGuardia Airport.

“On behalf of over a 
thousand workers who will 
benefit from this agree-
ment, I commend Ameri-
can Airlines for taking this 
important action,” Cuomo 
said.

Michael Minerva, 
American Airlines vice 
president of government 
and airport affairs, said, 
“We appreciate the hard 
work service employees 
provide our customers ev-
ery day. By taking action to 
improve wages, we are bol-
stering our commitment to 
create world-class places to 
work.”

The move makes Jet-
Blue Airways the last air-
line to defy Port Authority 

demands for a fairer wage 
for airport cleaners, bag-
gage handlers and security 
guards.

Company spokes-
woman Tamara Young 
said, “JetBlue continues to 
support an increase in the 
minimum wage for all em-
ployed in our state and not 
just a select few.”

That was a point 
echoed by the trade associ-
ation Airlines for America.

“The Legislature, 
not the Port Authority, is 
the appropriate vehicle 
through which to make 
changes to minimum wage, 
which would appropriately 
affect all workers, rather 
than just those from one 
industry,” spokeswoman 
Katie Connell said.

A total of 32 union 
leaders, elected officials 
and clergy were arrested in 
the civil disobedience and 
within days the union had 
the support of the mayor, 
the governor and eventual-
ly Patrick Foye, the Cuomo-
appointed executive direc-
tor of the Port Authority.

Foye wrote a letter to 
the CEOs of four air car-
riers Jan. 27 demanding 

higher wages, to which 
Delta Airlines agreed. Foye 
wrote a second letter Feb. 
10 warning of exclusion 
from the new 21st Century 
Terminal Building. United 
Airlines fell in line followed 
by American Airlines, leav-
ing JetBlue, headquartered 
in Long Island City, as the 
sole holdout.

“This step by Ameri-
can really points up the 
unfairness of a company 
like JetBlue, which makes 
its home in our city but 
persists in keeping airport 
workers at poverty wages,” 
32BJ/SEIU President Hec-
tor Figueroa said. “The 
workers are thankful to 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
Port Authority Executive 
Director Patrick Foye for 
staying focused on helping 
the workers. Ultimately, 
we think this will help not 
only the workers but it’ll 
help make ours the world-
class airports that they 
should be.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 5 

JetBlue
Continued from Page 22 

Fires

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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MARKSMEN TEAM SPORTS
65 years of providing safe, established youth sports programs 

to the children of northeast Queens and beyond.

Register online at www.dacsports.com.  All major credit cards accepted
Online Baseball Registration Ends April 3rd

Accepting In-House 
Registration at the  

following gym location
(See person at scorer’s table)

JHS 194  
William H Carr School

Tuesdays & Thursdays 7pm-9pm  
Saturdays 9am-12pm

CLUBHOUSE  
REGISTRATION
Spring Baseball, Summer Travel Baseball, 

Summer Basketball & NFL Flag Football

In-House Registration  
Wednesday Nights,  

February thru March 7pm-9pm

Baseball Registration
Spring 2014 Season for all players 4-15 years old

Follow us on Facebook        and Twitter       “DAC Athletic Club”   
Have a question? Need additional information? Email bbdacsports@aol.com

Tel: 347–252–1154

DAC

Tryouts start this Sunday at:

Tryout dates and times:
March 2nd 9-10:30am 10 and Under  

March 9th 9-10:30am 10 and Under 
 10:30am-12 noon 6th-7th grade

9-10:30am JV 9th-10th grade 
 10:30am-12 noon Varsity 11th-12th grade

9-10:30am JV 9th-10th grade 
 10:30am-12 noon Varsity 11th-12th grade

9-10:30am 8th grade 
 10:30am-12 noon 6th-7th grade

March 22nd 11:45am-1:30pm 6th-7th grade
Spring Basketball Training available for those who do not want to play 

Travel Basketball, but want to continue working on their game.

Online Basketball Registration: www.dacsports.com

347-252-1154

Tryouts for 

Spring Summer 
Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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Christ the King didn’t 

want to point to missed 
shots and foul trouble as 
the reasons for its lopsided 
loss to rival Bishop Lough-
lin in the diocesan final. 
Instead, it was their lack 
of will, hunger and execu-
tion as well as the inability 
to stop Lions star Khadeen 
Carrington.

“We didn’t get any of 
the 50-50 balls, any of the 
hustle plays,” Royals cen-
ter Adonis Delarosa said. 
“We just didn’t get to them. 
They just wanted it more.”

Carrington poured in 
a career-high 42 points to 
help his team hand defend-
ing champion Christ the 
King a 90-77 defeat in the 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queen 
basketball title game last 
Friday night at St. Francis 
Prep. The Seton Hall-bound 
guard and CHSAA most 
valuable player shot 14 of 
16 from the field and made 
all 14 of his free throws.

“Khadeen Carrington 
is so under control and [is] 
making shots,” Christ the 
King Coach Joe Arbitello 
said. “He’s tough to guard 
when he is that good.”

Loughlin used a 12-1 
run to take a 26-15 lead af-
ter the first quarter. The 
Royals’ hustle didn’t al-
ways translate into points. 
Delarosa had trouble get-
ting started inside the 
paint amid Loughlin’s dou-
ble teams and missed free 
throws. Early foul trouble 
to Andre Walker didn’t 
help the Royals’ cause. 
Delarosa scored 24 points, 
Travis Atson put up 22 and 
Rawle Alkins added 17.

Christ the King (19-6) 
attempted to mount a rally 

late in the second 
quarter even with 
Walker and Alkin 
on the bench with 
foul trouble. Atson 
connected on con-
secutive three-pointers to 
cut the Loughlin lead to 
43-33 with a minute to play 
before the half. Loughlin 
(20-5) responded by clos-
ing the quarter with two 
three-pointers around two 
missed CK free throws to 
go up 49-33 at the break. 
The first was by Williams 
after he hustled down his 
own rebound and the sec-
ond by Darius James at 
the buzzer off an inbounds 
play.

“[The Lions] played 

the way they 
were sup-
posed to play 
— tough, hard, 
together,” Ar-
bitello said. 

“They continue to play 
that way they are going to 
win.”

Arbitello said his 
group got a lesson in how 
hard it is to win a champi-
onship and the level teams 
need to play at. Losing two 
straight diocesan finals 
and last year’s city title 
game motivated Loughlin. 
The Lions’ core players 
have been in big games 
like this before.

“I think they needed 
that to let them under-

stand,” Arbitello said 
about his team’s loss to 
Loughlin. “Now we know 
what it takes to get there.”

Delarosa said he and 
his teammates have al-
ready put this loss behind 
them because they must. 
Their focus is now defend-
ing their city title in the 
intersectional playoffs. 
Christ the King awaits the 
winner of St. Raymond and 
Stepinac in the quarterfi-
nals March 1 at Fordham 
University.

“You can’t change 
[anything] about it,” Dela-
rosa said. “Now we just 
have to get into the gym 
and work.”

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
An NCAA tournament 

berth doesn’t seem to be a 
certainty for St. John’s Uni-
versity.

Big plays eluded the 
Red Storm men’s basketball 
team as they dropped their 
second consecutive Big 
East contest 65-53 to Xavier 
at Madison Square Garden 
Tuesday. Musketeers fresh-
man Jalen Reynolds scored 
17 points and grabbed 16 re-
bounds.

St. John’s Coach Steve 
Lavin thought Xavier made 
key plays when needed.

“I thought that Xavier 
played very efficiently on 
offense tonight,” he said. 
“They had point-blank 
shots at the rim and high-
percentage looks from start 
to finish. We were disap-
pointed with our lack of 
resistance on the defensive 
end of the floor at the rim. 
Offensively, we struggled 
to find a rhythm and we 
couldn’t get a string of de-
fensive stops.”

Xavier (19-9,9-6) went 
on a 12-3 run midway 
through the second half, 
which put it ahead 51-41. 
During this spurt, Xavier 

held St. John’s, which shot 
32.3 percent from the floor 
in the half, without a field 
goal for 6:23. Junior Phil 
Greene IV, who had five 
points, said St. John’s’ inef-
fectiveness on defense was 
the key to the game.

“They did what they 
wanted on their side,” he 
said. “They had layups and 
dunks while we had zero 
fast-break points, and that’s 
where we get a lot of our of-
fense. We didn’t get enough 
stops tonight.”

St. John’s (18-11, 8-8) 
showed some life when it 
started finally hitting shots 
and went on a 10-4 rally to 
cut the Musketeer lead to 
55-51, on a bucket from Ja-
Karr Sampson, who led the 
Red Storm with 14 points.

St. John’s still strug-
gled to make enough plays 
to get ahead. Xavier took 
a 31-30 lead into the half. 
It shot 56 percent from the 
field. Jamal Branch, who 
had five points for the Red 
Storm, saw the team’s lack 
of communication on de-
fense as an issue in the first 
half.

“We didn’t do a good 
job of communicating, es-

Loss puts Big Dance 
in jeopardy for SJU

Royals routed by Loughlin
Christ the King falls to rival Lions in diocesan title game at Prep

Continued on Page 53
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The Red Storm’s D’Angelo Harrison (second l.) sits on the bench 
with teammates Orlando Sanchez (second r.) and Chris Obekpa 
(r.). Photo by Robert Cole

Christ the King’s Adonis Delarosa (c.) tries to make his way to the hoop. Photo by Ken Maldonado

See column
PAGE 52
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Simone Hobdy under-

stood she had to be patient 
when it came to her future.

The Mary Louis girls’ 
basketball star was still 
waiting to nail down a col-
lege scholarship offer after 
many of her fellow seniors 
had already committed and 
found future places to play. 
Hobdy was antsy, but knew 
her time would come with 
Niagara and St. Francis (Pa.) 
showing interest in her.

“I was anxious be-
cause I did see that other 
people were committing, 
so I was like, ‘Why isn’t it 
happening for me now?’” 
Hobdy said. “I knew I was 
going somewhere. It was 
just a matter of where I 
would go.”

She now knows the an-
swers. Hobdy is headed to 
Niagara.

Hobdy verbally com-
mitted to play for the 
Purple Eagles after her of-
ficial visit two weeks ago. 

She felt a bond with head 
Coach Kendra Faustin and 
her staff and saw a chance 
to get her master’s degree 
in criminal justice through 
a special program at Ni-
agara.

“I felt at home,” Hobdy 
said. “The staff was very 
nice to me. I could play bas-
ketball, graduate college 
early and graduate with my 
master’s and not have to 
go back to school and pay 
money.”

She also has an op-
portunity to fill a need for 
Niagara, which plays in 
the MAAC conference. The 
Purple Eagles are in need 
of a shooting guard who can 
break down a defense off the 
dribble . Hobdy is certainly 
capable of doing that.

“The style of basketball 
they want to play is the style 
that we play, up and down, 
get to the basket,” Mary Lou-
is Coach JoAnn Arbitello 
said. “They don’t really have 
a guard like that, capable of 
that right now.”

Hobdy, who also plays 
her travel ball with Arbi-
tello at Positive Direction, 
is a proven scorer. She led 
Mary Louis to the school’s 
first ever CHSAA junior 
varsity title as a sophomore. 
This season she tallied a ca-
reer-high 41 points in a win 
over Kennedy Catholic. She 
put up 38 points in a loss to 
Cardinal Spellman. Her im-
proved jump shot has made 
her even more difficult to 
defend.

“I feel like it opened up 
my game so much more and 
made me so much more of a 
threat,” Hobdy said.

The season has also 

been a learning experience 
for her as a leader. Hobdy is 
the Hilltoppers’ most veteran 
player, a role that was ampli-
fied when junior star Kadi-
jah Dickson tore her ACL in 
December. Mary Louis has 
struggled through a 6-13 sea-
son, but the team has never 
lost focus. Arbitello believes 
a lot of their perseverance is 
because of Hobdy.

“Over the last four 
months she has matured 
tremendously,” the coach 
said. “Words can’t even de-
scribe how mature she has 
become.”

Hobdy described what 
earning a college scholar-
ship meant to her after years 
of working toward the goal 
and a little extra time wait-
ing during her senior year.

“It feels great to know 
that all of the hard work 
that I’ve put in is paying 
off, and all that I wanted to 
do when I was younger is 
finally happening for me,” 
Hobdy said. “It’s such a 
great feeling.”

Bishop Loughlin’s 
makeup should have looked 
familiar to Christ the King 
because the Royals have 
relied on a similar setup to 
clinch important victories 
in previous years.

The Royals have been 
New York City’s most suc-
cessful boys’ basketball 
program over the last five 
seasons because of their 
talent and strong roster of 
seniors who have refused to 
lose in the post season. For 
the 2010 state title team, it 
was Maurice Barrow, T.J. 
Curry and Dominykas 

Milka. Last year it was Jon 
Severe, Malik Harmon and 
Jordan Fuchs.

This year it’s Loughlin 
whose nine seniors are tired 
of losing after the Lions 
came so close to diocesan 
and city titles the last three 
years. It has the killer back-
court in Seton Hall-bound 
Khadeen Carrington and 
Mike Williams. The Royals 
learned what it is like to be 
on the other side of a team 
like that during their 90-77 
loss in the Brooklyn/Queen 
title game last Friday at St. 
Francis Prep. Carrington 
missed two shots and scored 
a career-high 42 points.

“They played like 
they were supposed to,” CK 
Coach Joe Arbitello said 
of Loughlin. “They played 
like seniors who wanted 
to win a Brooklyn/Queens 

championship.”
Christ the King’s squad 

is still inexperienced when 
it comes to winning games 
during this part of the sea-
son. Center Adonis Dela-
rosa has been tremendous 
during the stretch run, 
but guards Andre Walker 
and Bryler Paige played 
supporting roles last year. 
Junior Travis Atson and 
sophomore Rawle Alkins 
are in their first real full 
seasons where they are 
seeing major minutes on 
the varsity level because 
of an injury and a late call-
up from the junior varsity 
squad. The loss to Loughlin 
was a learning experience.

“We have some young 
guys that weren’t able to 
produce at a high level [to-
night] because they are so 

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
. 2

8-
M

AR
. 6

, 2
01

4  
   

TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Veteran teams stand in way 
of Christ the King’s success

Mary Louis guard commits to Niagara

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
All Denise Branch 

heard was Benjamin Car-
dozo Assistant Coach Ray 
James telling her she was 
on pace and to keep going.

The Judges’ star dis-
tance runner was trying to 
break the league record in 
the PSAL 3,000 meters in 
her third try this season. 
The Illinois-bound senior 
had just missed the mark at 
the Yale Invitational in ear-
ly January, but wasn’t go-
ing to be denied Saturday.

“I honestly didn’t know 
I was running that fast,” 
Branch said. “At 2K I kind 
of just blurred out.”

Her performance 
was good enough to break 
the record with a time of 
9:47.25 at the PSAL Indoor 
city championship at The 

Armory Saturday. Branch, 
who also won the 1500 me-
ters with a time of 4:40.20, 
broke the mark of 9:52.01 

set by former Judges team-
mate Alexis Panisse in 2012. 
Branch had to push herself 
over the weekend, unlike at 
Yale where she ran against 
a better field.

“This time I was like, 
‘I have to do it all by myself 
so I will just have to go in 
there, know what pace I 
have to go and just do it,’” 
Branch said.

Branch was also a 
member of the winning 
4x800 relay team along with 
Alana Williams, Nia Lundy 
and Elizabeth Perez Bossut 
with a time of 9:43.66.

But her three wins 
weren’t enough for Car-
dozo to capture a seventh 
straight PSAL Indoor title. 
The Judges placed second 
with 66 points behind rival 
Medgar Evers. The Cou-

Branch’s three victories on track
not enough to win title for Dozo

Continued on Page 53 Continued on Page 53

Mary Louis’ Simone Hobdy (c.) takes the ball down the court dur-
ing a game earlier this year. Hobdy plans to play next for Niagara. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Cardozo’s Denise Branch races 
to the finish line. Branch broke 
the PSAL’s record in the 3,000 
meters with a time of 9:47.25. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

It feels great to 
know that all of 
the hard work 

that I’ve put in is 
paying off.
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pecially on the backside of 
screens, and they got a lot 
of their points off that,” he 
said.

The Johnnies, which 
have two regular season 
games remaining, are com-
ing off a 57-54 loss to Vil-
lanova on the road, and 
they saw another good 
game from freshman Ry-

sheed Jordan and senior 
Orlando Sanchez, who each 
had 11 points. But their tal-
lies were not enough for a 
victory.

Lavin thought his inte-
rior defense had to perform  
better even though it was 
not a normal week for the 
team. Sanchez missed the 
game against Nova because 
of the birth of his daughter. 
Jordan was mourning the 
death of a family member, 
who was shot and killed last 

weekend in Philadelphia.
“It was the most un-

usual week of my coaching 
career, but at the end of the 
day that should not affect 
our post defense,” Lavin 
said. “We were concerned 
with not having our nor-
mal preparation routine 
as players and teams are 
creatures of habit. It was a 
very disjointed week. I’m 
disappointed with the lack 
of resistance tonight of our 
interior defense.”

young,” Delarosa said.
The Royals have prov-

en they can beat Loughlin. 
They shellacked the Lions 
67-49 in Middle Village ear-
lier this month. The pieces 
and the talent are there 
to win Christ the King’s 
fourth city title in the last 
five years. The road won’t 

be easy. The Royals will 
likely have to beat Archdi-
ocesan champion Cardinal 
Hayes, another team laden 
with hungry seniors, in the 
intersectional semifinals 
even before it can get an-
other crack at Loughlin.

“We’re Christ the 
King,” Arbitello said. “We 
are not sinking the ship 
here. They are going to 
get our best effort the next 
time.”

They will need that ef-
fort and then some because 
the two biggest threats to 
dethrone them have the 
intangible quality that 
comes with having a roster 
stacked with determined, 
playoff-tested seniors. The 
Royals rode that same hun-
ger to city championships 
in the past. Now they must 
combat it and overcome it 
to remain on top.

Continued from Page 51 

SJU
gars now own both of the 
league’s track and field 
crowns after ending the 
Judges’ five-year reign in 
the outdoor championship 
last season.

Shaniqua Kirkpatrick 
also had a strong day for 
Cardozo. The junior won 
the 1000 meters with a time 
of 3:01.83. She executed her 
race plan to perfection. 
Kirkpatrick sat in third 
for most of the race, moved 

into second heading into 
the final turn and pushed 
past Health Professions’ 
Ariela Sutherland over the 
final 50 meters for the win. 
She was also second in the 
600 meters with a time of 
1:35.03.

“The last 100 meters 
I knew for a fact that I had 
to make my move because 
I have foot speed, so I was 
able to maintain all the 
way through to the finish 
line,” Kirkpatrick said of 
the 1000-meter race.

Cardozo’s Sandreka 
Bancroft was third in the 

55-meter hurdles with a 
time of 8.42. Sophia Mahin 
of Townsend Harris won 
the city title in the 1500-me-
ter race walk with a mark 
of 7:41.9.

On the boys’ side 
UConn-bound shot putter 
Oghenakpob Efekoro placed 
first in the event  with a toss 
of 56 feet 11.5 inches for For-
est Hills. Cambria Height’s 
Dejean Rose was second in 
the long jump with a leap 
of 21-08.50. Fredis Baires of 
Francis Lewis placed third 
in the 1600 meters with 
4:35.48.

Branch
Continued from Page 52 

CK
Continued from Page 52 

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, FEB. 28-M
AR. 6, 2014     TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Oghenakpob Efekoro 

has enjoyed being the city’s 
best shot putter for most of 
his career, but the Forest 
Hills High School senior 
isn’t satisfied with just 
that. He wants to be the 
best ever at the event in 
PSAL history.

His quest is prov-
ing more difficult than he 
thought.

“It hasn’t gone quite so 
well,” he said.

Efekoro had his eyes 
set on the league’s longest-
standing mark when the 
season began. Gary Gub-
ner tossed 63 feet 1.5 inches 

for DeWitt Clinton back in 
1960. Efekoro threw 59-09.00 
in late December, a mark 
good enough for third all-
time in the PSAL. Trouble 
with his footwork has kept 
him from being able to im-
prove on that throw like he 
expected. Efekoro sees the 
positives and the negatives 
to the struggle.

“It’s bad because I’m not 
throwing well,” the UConn-
bound Efekoro said. “It’s 
good because I’m still one of 
the best throwers in the city. 
If I do fix these things, then 
I’ll be really good.”

He won the PSAL In-
door title in the shot put 
with a toss of 56-11.50 at 

The Armory Saturday. 
Efekoro said the recent bad 
weather has kept him from 
being able to get outside 
and practice. He will have 
two more chances indoors 
at the state championship 
and nationals to set the 
mark before the outdoor 
season.

“I still have some 
time,” Efekoro said. “All is 
not lost.”

Whether Efekoro 
breaks the record or not, he 
will head to the University 
of Connecticut next fall, 
after picking the Huskies 
over Villanova and UMBC. 
He said he felt a special vibe 
when he stepped onto cam-

pus and thinks the UConn 
coaching staff could get 
him to the next level. Hus-
kies head Coach Greg Roy, 
who is in his 24th year, has 
a throwing background.

Efekoro also hopes to 
learn from the team’s cur-
rent throwers and consid-
ers it an honor to compete 
for UConn.

“When you have that 
coaching staff that has 
been there for a long time, 
it’s great,” Efekoro said. 
“You know things are go-
ing to go well.”

He is hoping for the 
same thing for the rest of 
his senior year.

Forest Hills thrower aims for PSAL shot put record 

Forest Hills school senior Oghenakpob Efekoro hopes to 
become the PSAL’s best shot putter in the league’s histo-
ry. Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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Park with a hotel, conven-
tion center, water park or 
other services that would 
create jobs and bring more 
people to the area.

But Wing said all three 
racetracks were decades-old 
and required major mainte-
nance work. He said NYRA 
had spent $5 million on a 
host of projects at Aqueduct 
this year, including a new 
simulcasting center slated 
to open this April, a micro-
chip system for monitoring 

horses mid-race, improved 
lighting as well as painting 
and mural work. Wing said 
NYRA planned to spend 
millions at Aqueduct next 
year.

Goldfeder said he re-
mains open to reviewing 
proposals to replace Aque-
duct with other facilities, 
but so long as the horses 
race, the state owes it to 
the surrounding commu-
nity to ensure that the facil-
ity does not drag down the 
neighborhood.

“Either we’re going to 
make Aqueduct the world-
class facility it deserves 

to be or make a decision 
on what we’re going to do 
for the future,” Goldfeder 
said, adding that he wrote 
the governor urging him 
to examine the track’s 
state. “Conditions at Aque-
duct Racetrack, the once 
top thoroughbred site in 
the country, have recently 
worsened with crime and 
violence.”

The Queens district 
attorney charged an Aque-
duct patron with sexually 
assaulting a 40-year-old dis-
abled woman in a bathroom 
at the racetrack Feb. 2.

accounts.
These sit-down ses-

sions will give business 
owners the chance to create 
the things they would have 
learned about in the work-
shop, Choe said.

“If you don’t have a 
website, we want to make 
sure that by the end of your 
participation in our boot 
camp, you’ll have one. If 

you don’t have a Yelp page, 
we’ll create one for you,” 
Choe said. “We’re trying 
to make it less abstract and 
more hands-on so it has a 
concrete benefit at the end 
of the boot camp.”

These consulting ses-
sions will be by appoint-
ment and will prioritize 
boot camp participants. 
Choe said all are welcome 
to the boot camp, which 
will take place at One 
Flushing Community Eco-
nomic Development Center, 
at 39-01 Main St., Suite 511, 

in downtown Flushing.
It will be free for par-

ticipants and open to the 
public, but seating is lim-
ited and pre-registration is 
required.

The main session will 
be taught in English, but 
One Flushing has staff that 
can speak Chinese and a 
number of other languag-
es.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

said.
“According to the 

charges, nobody was safe 
from the crimes allegedly 
perpetrated by the defen-
dants,” Queens DA Richard 
Brown said.

West faces charges 
which include burglary and 
grand larceny, according to 
four criminal complaints 
filed by the DA’s office.

He was observed on 
video breaking into a 
church in Flushing Sept. 7, 
2013, and stealing $2,750 in 
cash that had been placed 
in a locked drawer inside 
a locked office, one of the 
complaints said.

On the afternoon of 
Feb. 7, West was caught on 
video taking $160 from a so-
cial worker’s purse at a com-
munity center in Flushing, 
a second complaint said.

West is also believed to 
have burglarized residen-
tial buildings in Corona 
in February, according to 
the third and fourth com-
plaints.

Police arrested West 
near the Boune Streets 

Community Center in Co-
rona Feb. 22 and found pry 
marks on the doors of the 
center’s locked offices, the 
fourth complaint said.

West was carrying 
a pry bar, a screwdriver, 
work gloves and two enve-
lopes with $310 stolen from 
the community center in 
his car when he was arrest-
ed, the DA said.

He is next due to ap-
pear in court March 10 and 
could face up to 28 years if 
convicted, the DA’s office 
said.

In the second case, po-
lice arrested Ardila Feb. 
21 when he was allegedly 
acting as a lookout while 
two unapprehended sus-
pects tried to burglarize 
residences in Glendale and 
Ridgewood, according to a 
criminal complaint filed by 
the DA’s office.

Ardila was then ob-
served by police later the 
same afternoon allegedly 
acting as a lookout outside 
an Ozone Park building as 
three people left, two car-
rying bags, got into a gray 
BMW and drove off, the 
complaint said.

Before he made his 
getaway in a Honda, the 
officer who was watching 

Ardila, arrested him and 
found he had a screwdriver 
and a container full of 
change, which belonged to 
a resident of the building, 
the complaint said.

Police also recovered a 
box containing the cremat-
ed remains of a resident’s 
mother from the Honda, ac-
cording to the complaint.

Ardila was charged 
with burglary, attempted 
burglary, possession of 
burglar’s tools and crimi-
nal possession of stolen 
property, the DA said.

He was arraigned Sun-
day and was set to appear 
in court March 10 and faces 
up to 30 years in prison if 
convicted.

Both arrests were a 
result of an investigation 
by the NYPD’s Burglary 
Larceny Apprehension 
Suppression Team, which 
works undercover to inves-
tigate patterns of burglar-
ies.

“While the defendants 
will be held accountable for 
their alleged actions, busi-
nesses and residents should 
take adequate precautions 
by inspecting their prem-
ises to see if there is a need 
for added security,” Brown 
said.

death of Deng, who died 
Dec. 8 after suffering a 
head injury while he was 
blindfolded and forced to 
carry a 20-pound bag of 
sand across a yard while 
fraternity members tried to 
physically stop him at a site 
in the Pocono Mountains, 
according to a court affi-
davit filed by the Pocono 
Mountain Regional Police 
Department. 

One fraternity mem-
ber told authorities that the 
Oakland Gardens resident 
was brought into the house 
where about 20 brothers 
were staying and was un-
conscious for more than an 
hour, the police affidavit 
said. 

The fraternity broth-
ers Googled Deng’s symp-
toms, changed his clothes 
and then drove him to the 
hospital, according to the 
documents, and Deng was 
pronounced dead from 
what the Monroe County 
district attorney described 
as “major brain trauma.”

Deng’s death was 
ruled a homicide earlier 
this month, according to a 
spokeswoman for the Lu-
zerne County coroner’s of-
fice.

“Michael Deng was 
a brave young man who 
tragically lost his life due 
to a hazing incident,” We-
prin said. “This is a wide-
spread problem on and off 
campuses and this bill is 
intended to prevent deaths 
and serious injuries caused 
by hazing.”

Under New York law, 
first-degree hazing is a 
Class A misdemeanor 
while second-degree haz-

ing is a violation. Weprin’s 
bill does not change the 
classifications or the pun-
ishment for the offenses, 
but adds a clause strictly 
stating physical contact 
that creates a risk of injury 
would now clearly be called 
hazing.

Weprin said with the 
law as is, it is hard to argue 
what hazing is and what it 
is not when incidents occur, 
but he said he hopes to give 
a more clear-cut definition 
with his new legislation to 
prevent further acts such 
as the one that led to Deng’s 
death.

“There’s no need for an 
initiation that causes con-
tact because once you have 
contact it’s hard to control 
the outcome,” he said. “The 
best way for us to honor Mi-
chael Deng is to ensure that 
no student is ever put in a 
situation where their safety 
is in jeopardy.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said later in 
the week that he was deeply 
saddened to hear of Deng’s 
death as a result of what he 
called a “horrible hazing 
ritual” and applauded the 
Pennsylvania authorities 
for their thorough investi-
gation.

Avella agreed with We-
prin’s legislation and said 

that although New York 
currently has hazing laws, 
more needs to be done to 
prevent incidents such as 
these in the future.

“Despite the current 
laws already on the books, 
devastating occurrences of 
hazing continue to appear 
throughout the country,” 
he said. “I am therefore 
glad that the state Legisla-
ture is seeking new ways of 
preventing such tragedies 
in honor of Michael Deng.”

Jacob Chen, a close 
friend of Deng’s who said 
he served as Deng’s mentor 
for much of his adolescence, 
joined Weprin at the news 
conference and said he was 
happy to see someone work-
ing to send a message to fra-
ternities all over the state.

“Michael was a great 
kid, warm, sunny,   smart 
and charming, and his loss 
was a terrible tragedy to the 
world and everyone who 
knew him,” Chen said. “I’m 
honored to be here and help 
send a powerful message 
to fraternities and let them 
know that these actions are 
unacceptable.”

Weprin said he in-
troduced the bill no more 
than a few weeks ago and 
the legislation already has 
15 co-sponsors across the 
state who have backed the 
assemblyman on the mea-
sure. He said he thinks 
there is great support for 
the bill so far and hopes it 
will pass before the legisla-
tive session ends in June.

“I just hope that this 
law does what the state is 
going for,” Chen said. “To 
let everyone know that 
these are kids. They’re 
people. Hazing is danger-
ous and stuff like this can’t 
continue to happen.”
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MICHAEL DENG

tough on them. Woodside 
wasn’t as accepting as they 
are now,” she said.

On Saturday, an even 
bigger parade takes place 
in Rockaway. The 39th An-
nual Queens County St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade gets 
underway at 1 p.m. at Beach 
130th Street and the route 
finishes at 101st Street and 
Rockaway Beach Boule-
vard.

This march has drawn 
more than 50,000 spectators 
in the past but is still com-
ing back from the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Sandy.

“It’s our second parade 

since the storm and it’s a 
great way for the commu-
nity to be together after a 
tough winter,” organizer 
Michael Benn said. “We’ve 
got 23 bands this year from 
all over the tri-state. Moth-
er Nature was hard on us 
this winter, but if we could 
get over Sandy, we can get 
over the winter.”

Parades
Continued from Page 22 
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
Up to 12 months 0% interest free fi nancing 

See store for details.

On-Site Doctors • Eye Exams • Eyeglasses 
Contact Lenses • Bifocal Lenses • 1 Hour Service

Vision Plans Accepted • Sunglasses
Lowest Price Guarantee

Bay Terrace Shopping Center • 211-51 26 Avenue • Bayside 
718.631.3699 • www.cohensfashionoptical.com

FLEX SPENDING
Use it or lose it!

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier• 
Versace• 
Tiff any• 
Coach• 
Giorgio Armani• 
BVLGARI• 
Gucci• 
Fendi• 
Prada• 
Dior• 
And More!• 

Some restrictions apply. See store for details. In stock items only. Off er ends February 28, 2014 B.T.

$100 OFF

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends February 28, 2014.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. Off er ends February 28, 2014.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends February 28, 2014.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Includes: EYE EXAM, No-Line Bifocal Lenses & Frame Includes: EYE EXAM & 2 Boxes of LensesIncludes: EYE EXAM,  Frame & Lenses

Prescription glasses 
plus FREE Designer 
sunglasses from 
select group


