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Avella jumps
from Dem ship
to rogue caucus

BY RICH BOCKMANN

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) said he thinks he will fit
right in with the upper chamber’s
Independent Democratic Confer-
ence even if there are a few kinks
to be worked out with the leader-
ship of his new caucus.

The two-term senator and
former city councilman an-
nounced Wednesday he was
breaking ranks with Albany’s
Democratic leadership to join the
IDC, a rogue group of lawmakers
who denied their party a majority
when they entered into a power-
sharing agreement with Republi-
cans following the 2012 elections.

“It’s something that’s been
on my mind a while, something
that’s been suggested to me by
people involved in good govern-
ment groups,” he said. “I've al-
ways been an independent guy,
going back to when I was on the
City Council.”

Avella, who has rightly
earned his reputation as an icon-
oclast for refusing to play nice
with the political establishment,
said he had been watching the
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Melina Pappas, 13, holds a lop-eared rabbit named Butterscotch at the
Alley Pond Environmental Center during a veterinarian training program.
Photo by Christina Santucci
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should go to
Aqueduct: Pol

NYRA urged to give track its fair share

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The New York Racing Asso-
ciation and state Assemblyman
Phillip Goldfeder (D-Rockaway
Beach) are at odds over which
community is entitled to revenue
generated at Resorts World in
South Ozone Park.

Goldfeder railed against
NYRA for funneling “a large
majority” of capital improve-
ments funding from the racino in
Queens to Belmont Park in Long
Island and Saratoga Arena up-
state rather than tending to the
decaying Aqueduct Racetrack in
Queens.

Flanked by union leaders
representing track employees,
Goldfeder announced Monday

that he has drafted a bill that
would bar NYRA from using capi-
tal improvement money gathered
at Resorts World for projects out-
side the city.

“Enough is enough. It’s
about time that NYRA stop giv-
ing our money away and invest
in the community the money is
being raised in,” Goldfeder said
in the Aqueduct lobby. “The right
bet should be placed on Aqueduct,
and if we place the right bet, we're
going to hit the jackpot.”

But NYRA, which has a fran-
chise agreement to operate the
three state-owned racetracks,
said it handed over land at the
Aqueduct, Belmont and Saratoga
tracks to the state in exchange for
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TV crime series shot 1n Bayside

$1.5M Mandela tech grant

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A city councilman from southeast Queens
wants Nelson Mandela to continue to inspire

young students.

Councilman Donovan Richards (D-Laurel-
ton) met with students and school staff in Spring-

Continued on Page 10
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Trailers line Bell Boulevard during the
shoot, including a dressing room for Lucy
Photo by Kelsey Durham

! BY KELSEY DURHAM

A stretch of Bell Boule-
vard in Bayside was trans-
formed into a movie set
this week when the strip
was used for an episode of a
nationally broadcast televi-
sion show.

Trailers lined the

street Monday as CBS shot
scenes for an episode of “El-
ementary,” a crime drama
starring Lucy Liu and Jon-
ny Lee Miller that is based
on a modern-day interpre-
tation of Sherlock Holmes.
The crew spent the day in
Bayside using various busi-
nesses and locations along

the boulevard to film the
entire episode.

Elizabeth Fisher, a
member of the director’s
team, said the area was
chosen a few weeks ago as a
good fit by CBS based on the
look of the neighborhood
and what was required for

Continued on Page 10
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alante addresses salary controversy

Queens Library's board of trustees authorizes consultant to review CEQ's three-figure annual pay

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The embattled CEO
of the Queens Library told
reporters earlier this week
he does not believe the con-
tinuing criticism over his
executive  compensation
and the library’s spending
will pose a problem when
it comes time for the non-
profit to raise funds.

“I think that people
provide funding to the
Queens Library because
they want to see us improve
and access services and be-
cause of all the good we do,”
Thomas Galante, who has
come under fire for earning
a three-figure salary while
the library outsourced
union custodial jobs, told
reporters at the central li-
brary in Jamaica Monday.
“I think people want to see
public libraries grow and
our services to be expanded
and we continue to see that
right now.”

The library, which re-
ceives the majority of its

Gabriel Taussig (I.), chairman of the Queens Library's board of trustees, and library CEO Thomas
Galante discuss the flap over the executive's salary.

financial support from the
city budget and allocations
by individual officials, in-
vited reporters to discuss
calls for reform and recent
moves made by the trust-
ees nearly a month after a
series of news reports were
published detailing the ex-

ecutive’s salary and capital
construction projects dur-
ing a time when the library
was contracting out union
custodial jobs.

In response to the
revelations, a special City
Council committee spent
nearly three hours grilling

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Galante earlier this month,
a state lawmaker from
northeast Queens called
on him to resign and the
borough president handed
the board of trustees a list
of recommendations aimed
at reforming the library’s
operations.

At its Feb. 20 meet-
ing, the library’s board
of trustees authorized an
outside company to review
Galante’s $392,000 salary
and agreed to restructure
his contract — eliminating
an “evergreen” clause that
had the agreement renew
for a five-year period every
day.

The company has
three months to complete
his study, which will com-
pare salaries of presidents
at comparable nonprofits
throughout the city, and at
that point the board plans
to redraft Galante’s con-
tract.

Chairman Gabriel
Taussig told reporters he
shared Galante’s belief that
those who have routinely
funded the library will con-
tinue to do so.

“I think our elected of-
ficials appreciate what the
libraries do in their com-
munities, and I think they
understand that in order
for us to continue to be able

to do that, we need to be
properly funded,” he said.
“And I'm confident that
they won’t lose sight of that
fact when it comes down to
budget decisions that they
have to make in the next
few months.”

With a new progres-
sive city government fo-
cused on tackling income
inequality, Galante’s pay
has been called excessive
and the brunt of the criti-
cism has stemmed from his
perceived indifference to
the library’s staff.

When asked if he
would take a pay cut when
it comes time to renegoti-
ate his contract, Galante
responded, “I can’t answer
that.”

At the Council over-
sight hearing, Galante
dodged a question asking if
he earned outside income,
and it was later revealed he
earned $143,000 over a two-
year period as a consultant
for a Long Island school dis-
trict.

Young man recalled at vigil year after death in Queensbridge

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Relatives of a Japanese
student who authorities say
was fatally struck by an
NYPD cruiser responding
to an emergency last year
in Queensbridge have been
waiting for a year to find
out the circumstances of
Ryo Oyamada’s death. And
they believe a federal court
ruling directing the city to
release materials from an
investigation into the fa-
tal accident by mid-March
could provide some of the
answers they have been
looking for.

The decision by U.S.
Magistrate Judge Cheryl
Pollak on the federal civil
suit filed by Oyamada’s
family against the city and
the NYPD requires the city
to produce records on a

“rolling basis,” and all of
the documents should be
available within 30 days.
This material includes
surveillance video from
the Queensbridge Houses,
which is located across the
street from where Oyamada
was struck on 40th Avenue
and 11th Street, according
to her ruling.

A spokesman for the
city’s Law Department said
in an e-mail that the case is
in litigation, and a spokes-
woman for the Police De-
partment said the Internal
Affairs Bureau investiga-
tion into the officer who
was behind the wheel at
the time of the accident has
been closed with no mis-
conduct noted.

A court conference on
the case has been sched-
uled for March 13.

Friends and relatives remember Ryo Oyamada on 40th Avenue in

Queensbridge, where authorities say he was hit and killed.
Photo by Christina Santucci

Christopher Fitzger-
ald, the family’s attorney,
said the Oayamdas had

filed the $8 million suit in
May inpart tofind out ifthe
NYPD cruiser driven by an

officer assigned to Police
Service Area 9, which cov-
ers most of the public hous-
ing projects in Queens, had
its lights on or was speed-
ing when their 24-year-old
son was hit.

“As defendants in the
lawsuit, the NYPD has the
obligation to comply with
the court’s directives and
produce the documents that
have been demanded by the
Oyamadas, but equally as
important is the NYPD’s
duty as a city agency to be
transparent and to disclose
matters that relate to issues
of public safety in a timely
manner, especially when
one of their own has killed
an innocent pedestrian,”
Fitzgerald said.

He joined more than a
dozen of Oayamada’s fam-
ily and friends to mark the

one-year anniversary of his
death huddled on a damp
sidewalk a little after mid-
night last Friday.

Tomoko Suzuki, 35,
one of Oyamada’s two sis-
ters, who both traveled
from Japan, recalled how
her brother had dreamed
of riding a bicycle across
the Brooklyn Bridge but
had not found time to do so
in the three months he was
living in Queensbridge.

“Of course, I worried
about him as a sister,” she
said when asked what she
thought of her younger
brother moving nearly
7,000 miles away.

“After he moved here,
it seemed like he was so
happy and enjoying his life.
I was relieved to know that
he was doing well,” Suzuki
said through a translator.
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DA charges Jamaica man
with arson in mall blazes

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Queens Criminal
Court Judge ordered a
23-year-old Jamaica man
charged with igniting
fires in a dozen Elmhurst
and Rego Park department
stores ordered held without
bail Wednesday and to un-
dergo a psychiatric evalua-
tion.

Dereck Sumair faces
12 counts of arson and
numerous reckless en-
dangerment and criminal
mischief charges after
prosecutors accused him
of setting ablaze clothing,
towels, pillows and shelv-
ing in Rego Center, at 96-04
Queens Blvd. in Rego Park,
Queens Center, at 90-01
Queens Blvd. in Elmhurst,
and Queens Place, at 88-01
Queens Blvd. in Elmhurst.

“These incidents
should not be viewed as a
prank. Arson is a serious
crime,” Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said
in a statement. “The defen-
dant is charged with set-
ting fires that were respon-
sible for causing thousands
of dollars worth of damage
to many businesses as well
as endangering the lives of
shoppers, store employees
and responding firefight-
ers.”

The DA said it charged
Sumair with 12 counts of
arson and numerous reck-
less endangerment and
criminal mischief charges
stemming from fires lit be-
tween Feb. 20 and Feb. 24.

Sumair’s attorney did
not immediately return a
call for comment.

Police took Dereck Su-
mair into custody after he
walked out of Burlington
Coat Factory in the Rego
Center mall with a lighter
in his pocket shortly after
fire alarms went off Mon-
day afternoon, according to
the DA.

Nobody was injured
during the blazes, which
were described by officials
as small and relatively self-
contained.

Firefighters were first

Fire personnel work at the top of an escalator leading to the lower

level of Sears.

called to Rego Center last
Friday, where clothing had
been set ablaze in Sears,
the NYPD said.

The FDNY headed to
Queens Center Sunday to
put out flames in J.C. Pen-
ney and then to Rego Cen-
ter, where merchandise
had been ignited at T.J.
Maxx, J.C. Penney, Staples
and Toys “R” Us, according
to the DA and FDNY.

FDNY dispatched fire-
fighters to all three malls
Monday afternoon, where
flames had been lit in Burl-
ington Coat Factory, Sears,
Bed, Bath and Beyond, Old
Navy, Macy’s, Target and
Best Buy, the DA said.

Jim Long, the FDNY’s
director of public informa-
tion, said Monday’s fires
consisted of mostly smoke
and smoldering material.

He said, however, that
the flames in the lower
level of Sears activated the
sprinkler system and re-
quired the use of a fire ex-
tinguisher.

“It’s more just a lot of
water, some smoke. That’s
all going to take its toll on
the merchandise,” Long
said, noting that the sprin-

Photo by Christina Santucci

klers watered a roughly
10-by-12-foot area, but the
liquid then flowed else-
where in the store.

Other department
store reported finding
jeans in flames, customers
stomping on lit clothing
and a rack of athletic attire
on fire, the complaint said.
Adasha Sheppard, a Bed
Bath and Beyond employee,
said she saw smoke billow-
ing up from the parking lot
when she stopped by the
Rego Center store Monday
afternoon to pick up a few
items.

“It smelled,” Sheppard
said, adding that the scent
also permeated Bed, Bath
and Beyond. “They said
there was some burned
merchandise in the back of
the store.”

The mall was not evac-
uated, however, most shop-
pers chose to leave when
fire alarms went off or were
directed to exit stores, Long
said.

Prosecutors also al-
leged that Sumair shat-
tered windows at the Long
Island Consultation Center
in Rego Park by throwing
rocks in December.



Queens police pledge to translate for abuse victims

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Police emphasized
the NYPD’s indifference
to immigration status and
willingness to translate
conversations for those re-
porting domestic violence
at a recent forum hosted
by the 102nd and 106th pre-
cincts.

Although the NYPD
prioritizes quickly translat-
ing such complaints, police
said there is no formal time
limit by which statements
and depositions must be
put in English.

“Our biggest work in
progress right now is to
make sure that those sec-
ond pages that are written
in second languages are
translated,” said Diana Sil-
verstein, the domestic vio-
lence sergeant for the 102nd
Precinct. “There is no set
amount of time.”

The NYPD has recent-
ly fielded questions about
its translation procedures

B e an R s s s

Miguel Mejia-Ramos (1.) is charged with the stabbing deaths of his wife Deisy Garcia (r.) and daughters, Danlela and Jocelyn.

because it was named in a
federal lawsuit claiming
language barriers routine-
ly prevent police from help-
ingabuse victims. Relatives
of a Guatemalan woman
killed by her husband in
the 103rd Precinct alleged
last week that her reports
to police were left in Span-
ish and not translated be-
fore she died, according to
the New York Post.

The 102nd and 106th
precincts scheduled a meet-
ing on domestic violence at
the Fairfield Pavilion, in
Richmond Hill Feb. 20 af-
ter noticing a spate of such
crimes in their commands,
which span the area from
Kew Gardens to Howard
Beach.

Deputy Inspector Jef-
frey Schiff, who leads the
106th Precinct, said felony

domestic incidents are up
53 percent in his command
and by large margins in the
102nd Precinct.

“We're trying to get
that message out here to
understand, break down
some cultural divides and
some misnomers,” said
Deputy Inspector Henry
Sautner, who commands
the 106th Precinct. “Hope-
fully, with keeping families

together and providing that
education and information,
we’ll see a decrease in such
instances.”

The evening began
with explanations of what
constitutes domestic vio-
lence — a pattern of abusive
behavior between family
members or intimate part-
ners where one person uses
physical, sexual, financial
or emotional abuse to lever-

age power over another.

Silverstein said police
strive to get an officer on
scene who speaks the same
language as victims. If that
is not possible, police at-
tempt to bring them to the
precinct, where someone
on the other end of a central
telephone system can facili-
tate conversation.

Should it come to a
deposition written in the
victim’s native tongue,
Silverstein said police can
scan the statement and use
computer software to trans-
late it.

Police stressed that of-
ficers do not wait for trans-
lations to begin investigat-
ing crimes.

An officer immedi-
ately attempts to establish
who started the physical
contact. Police said author-
ities may arrest everyone
involved if they cannot es-
tablish a primary physical
aggressor.
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Pols denounce DOE plans

Busing Woodside kindergartners to Astoria school draws critisism

BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley
(D-Jackson Heights) joined
several elected officials and
parents of students at PS 11
in Woodside to denounce
the city Department of Edu-
cation’s final recommen-
dation to send the school’s
kindergartners to PS 171 in
Astoria.

The plan calls for the
incoming kindergarten
class to be bused 3 miles
away to the other side of
CEC District 30, during the
construction of a $70 mil-
lion annex, beginning in
September.

“I urge the DOE to go
back to the drawing board,”
Crowley said.

The city School Con-
struction Authority will be-
gin demolition of a 200-seat
mini-building this summer
and start the two-year pro-
cess of building an 850-seat
replacement. The DOE de-
cided to send the incoming
kindergarten class to PS
171 for the first year of con-
struction and then move
the class into the new PS
339 the following year.

Many of the parents
complained that the chil-
dren would have to go to
three different schools in
three years at the start of
their education.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Jackson
Heights), who represents
the parents, said, “We’re
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The Department of Education angers parents and elected officials over a plan to bus Woodside chil-

dren to a school in Astoria.

grateful for the expansion,
but this is not the solution
in the short-term. Taking
4- and 5-year-olds and ship-
ping them 3 miles away
is such a hardship and it
doesn’t make sense.”

State Assemblywoman
Catherine Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood) said, “There has to
be a better solution. We
have to get some answers
soon because people are
getting anxious.”

The group of political
leaders was informed of the
DOE’s decision by govern-
mentaffairspeople Monday.
Crowley and Nolan joined
state Sen. Michael Gianaris
(D-Astoria) and Assembly-
woman Margaret Markey
(D-Maspeth) in drafting a
letter to city Schools Chan-
cellor Carmen Farina urg-

ROZ LISTON

Children would
be sent 3 miles

ing the DOE to reconsider
the plan.

The letter was ig-
nored.

“We're taking lemon-
ade and turning it into lem-
ons,” Gianaris said. “All
of us here today are ready
to work together to find a
solution without making
parents’ lives harder, but
the DOE does not seem in-
terested in listening.”

Van Bramer, who was
not asked to sign the letter,
devised a plan of his own.
He asked the DOE to con-
sider using PS 313 in Sun-

EDITORIAL STAFF
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nyside once it opens this
fall, a scenario that would
keep the children closer to
home, just a quarter of a
mile away.

The problem is that PS
313 is being built in CEC
District 24.

“There is resistance
to 313. The DOE is looking
at other uses and coming
up with changes in Dis-
trict 24,” Van Bramer said.
“We’re hoping they’ll re-
consider.”

PS 171 is a half-hour
bus ride away from PS 11
and is more than seven
blocks from the nearest
subway station, according
to Crowley’s office. It cre-
ates a large inconvenience
for parents who need to
travel to the school in case
of an emergency.

Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner

Teen runaway escapes
from three pimps: DA

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A teenage runaway
allegedly forced to work as
a prostitute in southeast
Queens for three months
was able to escape when
her captors let their guard
down and she called her
grandmother as well as 911,
authorities said.

Police responding to
the 14-year-old’s cry for
help earlier this month
found her in tears running
out of the South Jamaica
building where she was be-
ing held.

Inside, they found two
of her suspected captors
and a loaded handgun, ac-
cording to Queens District
Attorney Richard Brown,
who said a grand jury last
week returned a 28-count
indictment variously
charging the trio with
rape, prostitution and sex

trafficking.

“Two of the defendants
are accused of enslaving a
young teenager and, togeth-
er with the third defendant,
forcing her to work as a
prostitute and to turn over
all the money she earned to
them through the threat of
physical violence,” Brown
said. “Unfortunately, for
the victim, she discovered
all too late that running
away from home does not
solve any problems and
that few activities are as
brutal and dehumanizing
as prostitution.”

The three defendants
— Lindsay Archibald, 31;
Quanesha Hunte, 23; and
Stephen Garrison, 25 —
were arraigned on the in-
dictment charges Feb. 21
before Queens Supreme
Court Justice Richard Bu-
chter, who set their next
court date for May 1.

Authorities say a teenage runaway who was forced into prosti-
tution was rescued by police from a home in Jamaica.
Photo by Rich Bockmann
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Now, your doctors in

Bayside

are part of New York Hospital Qleens

New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside. Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now
these same physicians you know and trust with your health — Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D.,
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.

New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.

Whether you have known these physicians and the office staft for years, or you need a new primary care
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment.

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-afhiliated physician, with a free call to
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the
NYHQ Physician Group, New York
Queens Medicine and Surgery, PC.

member
I NewYork-Presbyterian
~1Healthcare System

affiliate: Weill Cornell Medical College
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Community Board 9
member Saverio “Sam”
Esposito has been indicted
in connection with a mas-
sive Social Security fraud
scheme the Manhattan dis-
trict attorney has accused
his father of orchestrating.

Prosecutors accused
Esposito, a retired police
officer and Ozone Park
resident, of participating
in a 134-person scheme al-
legedly spearheaded by his
father, Joseph Esposito,
and three others, in which
Fire Department and Po-
lice Department employees
were coached on how to lie
about their mental health
in order to collect Social Se-
curity Disability Insurance
benefits, the DA said.

The CB 9 member en-
tered a not guilty plea in
Manhattan State Supreme
Court Monday night, ac-
cording to the DA’s office.

He could not immedi-

ately be reached for com-
ment.

Manhattan DA Cyrus
Vance Jr. said the ring
bilked the government out
of hundreds of millions of
dollars during a nearly 25-
year period by directing
city employees to describe
symptoms of depression,
anxiety and related dis-
orders and then claim to
suffer from post-traumatic
stress disorder while filing
for benefits, according to
the criminal complaint.

Many participants
noted that they rarely left
their homes and had little
interest in social activity
on Social Security paper-
work, but according to the
criminal complaint, they
were otherwise shown to
live active lifestyles by fly-
ing a helicopter, playing
blackjack in Las Vegas and
performing martial arts
moves set to music.

The DA alleged that
the senior Esposito, a re-
tired member of the NYPD,

Sam Esposito attends a Community Board 9 meeting.

and his three partners took
a cut from the retirees once
they received benefits,
which usually amounted to
between $15,000 and $50,000
annually.

“These defendants
are accused of gaming
the system by lying about
their lifestyle, including
their ability to work, drive,
handle money, shop and
socialize in order to obtain
benefits to which they were
not entitled,” Vance said in
a statement.

The indictments claim
the younger Esposito ap-
plied for Social Security
Disability benefits around
January 2007.

CB 9 District Manager
Mary Ann Carey declined
comment. CB 9 Chairman
James Coccovillo could not
immediately be reached for
comment.

Borough President
Melinda Katz’s office de-
clined to comment on an
inquiry into whether the
bylaws of the community

board outline a process for
handling such situations.
Her staff also would not im-
mediately disclose whether
Esposito was appointed by
a City Council member or a
former borough president.

CB 9 discussed dis-
missing Esposito this win-
ter. The board voted to
retain the longtime board
member after he was ac-
cused of making anti-
Semitic remarks to three
board members.

The trio had requested
Esposito’s removal because
they said he sent an e-mail
criticizing them for com-
plaining that food served at
a meeting was “not kosher
enough.”

Reach reporter Sarina
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Visit us at
www.Timesledger.com

Introducing the new TimesLedger.com,
bringing you all Queens, all the time

TimesLedger.com is now your
daily source for news, calendar listings,
entertainment and photos.

= TIMESLedger.com

Tell us what you think of the site and what you would like included: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

e Easy to navigate design:

Read top stories from
around the borough on
our new homepage.

¢ E-mail blasts:

Sign up to get the
news delivered to
your e-mail every day.

¢ Photo slide show:

Check these out and find
links to our YouTube and
Vimeo video pages.

*Digital editions:
View current and recent

editions of all seven
TimesLedger newspapers

*Community calendar:

Find weekend activities and
fun events for the whole
family using our daily
community calendar listings.




Avella

Continued from Page 1

IDC closely ever since Sen.
Jeffrey Klein (D-Bronx) led
five lawmakers, including
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-
Hollis), in revolt against
the Democratic leadership
at the State House.

He said that for the
most part he sees eye-to-eye
with Klein and his progres-
sive initiatives, although
when it comes to issues
such as the IDC chairman’s
support of Mayor Bill de
Blasio’s universal pre-kKin-
dergarten plan, there are
some differences.

Whereas Klein and de
Blasio support raising tax-
es on city residents earning
more than $500,000 a year
to fund pre-K, Avella said
he would prefer a “true
millionaires tax” on those
earning $1 million or more

Aqueduct

Continued from Page 1

receiving a portion of the
revenues generated at Re-
sorts World’s video lottery
terminals.

Under this agreement,
NYRA Communications
Director Eric Wing said the
racino’s operator, Genting
Group New York, agreed
to earmark 4 percent of
money collected after pay-
ing out winnings for capital
improvements at Aqueduct,
Elmont and Saratoga.

Resorts World, which
declined comment, oper-
ates on the same property
as Aqueduct and the two
businesses share the 110-00
Rockaway Blvd. address.

like the one he advocated
for more than two years
ago.

“It’s not like we’re that
far apart on the issue it-
self,” he explained. “At the
end of the day it’s all about
making compromises.”

The jury is still out on
just how much can be done
by the IDC, which set out to
bring a progressive agen-
da to Albany and break
through the state Legisla-
ture’s gridlock.

The rogue conference
helped pass the state’s gun
reforms in the wake of the
Sandy Hook shooting and
raise the minimum wage to
$8 an hour, but Albany fell
short on other progressive
projects such as the Dream

Act and Gov. Andrew
Cuomo’s women’s equality
agenda.

Klein said he looked
forward to working with
Avella on issues such as

“Assemblyman Gold-
feder is calling for all of
those monies to be spent,
100 percent on Aqueduct.
But in the past year we’ve
spent well over $5 million
on Aqueduct,” Wing said.
“We have an obligation
to all three of our race-
tracks.”

Neither the assembly-
man nor NYRA could say
precisely how much of the
4 percent was invested in
work at each racetrack over
the past three years.

The assemblyman said
capital improvement fund-
ing fluctuates, but this year
4 percent of Resorts Worlds’
profits amounted to about
$31.4 million. He argued
such money should go to-
ward fixing up Aqueduct

lifting up working-class
families.

“The breadth of his ex-
perience, in both the City
Council and the Senate,
makes him the type of sea-
soned legislator who knows
how to get things done,”
Klein said. “I am very
pleased to welcome him to
the team.”

The IDC has been
down to four members ever
since April, when the con-
ference booted Smith after
he was arrested on corrup-
tion charges.

The Democrats will
try to regain control of the
Senate later this year, but
Avella said they had slim
chances even before he de-
fected.

“Anybody who realisti-
cally looks at the situation
in terms of the Democratic
conference can see they
would still have to win a lot
of seats,” he said.

and spurring economic de-
velopment in South Ozone
Park with a hotel, conven-
tion center, water park or
other services that would
create jobs and bring more
people to the area.

But Wing said all three
racetracksweredecades-old
and required major mainte-
nance work. He said NYRA
had spent $5 million on a
host of projects at Aqueduct
this year, including a new
simulcasting center slated
to open this April, a micro-
chip system for monitoring
horses mid-race, improved
lighting as well as painting
and mural work. Wing said
NYRA planned to spend
millions at Aqueduct next
year.

www.divorcefast.com

THE PROCESS
IS QUICK,
EASY,
LEGAL AND
AFFORDABLE

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE

in as little as

Visit us online or

CALL NOW!

78-443-8387

24 HOURS

E ARE HERE TO HELP!!

Serving
the
community
for over

50 years

2F.

LOBSTER DINNEB SPEGIALS

SINGLE
s 24 +TAX

INCLUDES:
® 1% |b Lobster
(steamed or broiled)
® French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries
or Lettuce & Tomato Salad
® Cole Slaw

Exp. 3/18/14
TWIN
s44 +TAX

INCLUDES:
® (Two) 1Ya Ib Lobsters
(steamed or broiled)
® (Two) French Fries, Sweet Potato
Fries or Lettuce & Tomato Salad
® Cole Slaw

Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4) ¢ Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

=

l A

LOBSTER SALE
3E 339 Exp. 3/18/14

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE | LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

OVER 11/4 LBS EACH

RETAIL

| OTHER SIZES
MARKET ONLY

AVAILABLE

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN
GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

RATEI

ALLERGY & ASTHMA

Dr. Gadi Avshalomov, M.D.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma, & Inmunology.
Board Certified - Adult/Pediatric Allergy & Asthma
560 Northern Blvd. Great Neck, NY

(516) 726-1771 « www.allergyimmunologydr.com

DENTISTS

Dr. Paul Im DDS

Family Dentistry, Orthodontics, Invisalign,
Dental Implants, TMJ, Laser Dentistry
252-20 Northern Blvd., Rm 200

Little Neck, NY 11362

(718) 224-9453 FAX: 718-224-9455
www.drpaulim.com

Preferred Dental Care of Douglaston
Arnold J. Fischler, DDS

242-02 61st Ave., Douglaston, NY 11362
(718) 631-3030 - www.preferreddental.com
ALL SPECIALTY UNDER ONE ROOF

University Dental - Dr. Silverman & Gott
Trust, Comfortable & Affordable General,
Cosmetic and Orthodontic Dental Care
43-7 214th Place, Bayside, NY 11361

(718) 225-0515 - www.familydentistryny.com

DOCTORS

First Med Immediate Medical Care

Urgent Care 7 Days a week since 1983

+ 191-20 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 11358
(718) 224-8855 - www.firstmedny.com

- 82-17 Woodhaven Blvd., Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 805-9581 - www.firstmedny.com

1-800-404-CLAW

Hours: Sun.-Thurs. 9am-9pm e Fri. & Sat. 9am-11pm PAK

QUEENS MED Y7

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR QUEENS

MULTI-CARE

North Shore LIJ Multi-speciality

95-25 Queens Blvd. ( at Queens Tower)

Rego Park, NY 11374

718-925-6200 * www. nslij.com/regopark
General & Bariatric Surgery & Wound Care
(718) 575-9595
0B/GYN & Prenatal Care (718) 975-5200
Physical Therapy (718) 925-6212

PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

North Shore Rehab Associates

55 Northern Blvd., Suite 103

Great Neck, NY 11021

(516) 466-9300+ www.northshorerehabilitation.com

INTERNAL MEDICINE

North Shore LIJ Medical Group
Internal Medicine Associates

560 Northern Blvd., Suite 203

Great Neck, NY 11021

(516) 482-0600 - www.nslijdocs.com

VASCULAR SURGERY
North Shore Medical Group
Vascular Associates of Long Island
2001 Marcus Ave., Suite South 50
Lake Success, NY 11042
+ 95-25 Queens Blvd, 2nd Floor
Rego Park, NY 11374
+ 94-07156th Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414
(516) 328-9800 (All locations) + www.nslijdocs.com
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Tryouts for
Marksmen AAU
Spring Summer
Travel Basketball

Tryouts start this Sunday at:
4 + 154-60 17TH AVENUE » WHITESTONE, NY 11357

Tryout dates
9-10:30am

9-10:30am
10:30am-12 noon

9-10:30am
10:30am-12 noon

9-10:30am
10:30am-12 noon

9-10:30am
10:30am-12 noon

-lﬁ-arch 9th

March 16th

March 23rd

March 30th

and times:
10 and Under

10 and Under
6th-7th grade

JV 9th-10th grade
Varsity 11th-12th grade

JV 9th-10th gradé
Varsity 11th-12th grade

8th grade
6th-7th grade

PS 188 * 218-12 HARTLAND AVENUE ° BAYSIDE, NY 11364

March 22nd 11:45am-1:30pm

6th-7th grade

Spring Basketball Training available for those who do not want to play
Travel Basketball, but want to continue working on their game.

Online Basketball Registration: www.dacsports.com

DAp
\
-

HALEERHIN
TLEMW BFCETH

347-252-1154

HALEERHIN
TLEW BFECETE

Baseball Registration
MARKSMEN TEAM SPORTS

65 years of providing safe, established youth sports programs
to the children of northeast Queens and beyond.

Register online at www.dacsports.com. All major credit cards accepted
Online Baseball Registration Ends April 3rd ==p Tel: 347-252-1154

Accepting In-House
Registration at the

following gym location
(See person at scorer’s table)

JHS 194
William H Carr School
154-60 17th Ave. e Whitestone, NY 11357
Tuesdays & Thursdays 7pm-9pm
Saturdays 9am-12pm

Follow us on Facebook " ¥ and

CLUBHOUSE
REGISTRATION

Spring Baseball, Summer Travel Baseball,
Summer Basketball & NFL Flag Football

21-04 202nd St, Bayside, NY 11360,
Clearview Co-op Building 08 (Back Basement)
In-House Registration
Wednesday Nights,
February thru March 7pm-9pm

Twitter 8 “DAC Athletic Club”

Have a question? Need additional information? Email bbdacsports@aol.com

Donovan

Continued from Page 1

field Gardens earlier this
week to announce he had
allocated $2.5 million to
schools in his district in
the name of the late civil
rights activist.

“I thought it was fit-
ting to name it after Nelson
Mandela because he stood
up for equality and free-
dom,” Richards said Mon-
day inside the auditorium
shared by MS 355 and MS
356 at the campus, at 145-00
Springfield Blvd. “There
are not as many computers
inthese classroomsasthere
are in some of the wealthier
parts of the city.”

Richards said the
Nelson Mandela Technol-
ogy Grant set aside at least
$50,000 in discretionary
funding to each school in
his Council district.

At the Springfield Gar-
dens campus, formerly the
home of IS 231, $500,000 was
designated for upgrading
the playground.

“Right now there’s just
blacktop,” said MS 356 Prin-
cipal Tamra Collins. “The
kids need more options out-
side. It keeps them engaged
and also fit. They need the
break, too, because they’re
going all day long.”

TV show

Continued from Page 1

the episode.

“Scouts match the
needs of the script to places
in the area,” Fisher said,“
whatever  neighborhoods
can accommodate us.”

The show takes place
in New York City and Fish-
er said being able to film in
the locale is an important
part of the series. She said
the show frequently visits
Queens and has been to
Bayside a few times in the
past.

“New York is a major
character of our show, and
we really want to highlight
it and all the diversity,”
Fisher said. “We shoot in
different neighborhoods all
the time and really like to
feature the whole city.”

Parts of the episode
were shot in North Shore
Animal Hospital, at 42-02

City Councilman Donovan Richards speaks with students in
Springfield Gardens as he announces new funding for technology

in the classroom.

Theeighth-grade class-
es at the two middle schools
will be the first to graduate
and head on to high school
at the end of the year.

The Bloomberg admin-
istration began phasing out
what had been IS 231 Mag-
netech at the beginning of
the 2010 school year, citing
English and math profi-
ciency levels that had fallen
to 25 percent or below, and
replacing it with the two
smaller schools.

Breaking larger in-
stitutions up into smaller
ones was one of the more
controversial aspects of
Bloomberg’s education
agenda, and while recent
studies show students at

215th St., and Gleason’s Fu-
neral Home, at 36-46 Bell
Blvd.

Lyle Sclair, executive
director of the Bayside Vil-
lage Business Improvement
District, said TV shows and
movies have been filmed
in the area in the past and
businesses are usually
happy to see their neigh-
borhoods featured on the
screen.

“If the business is dis-
played by its actual name,
it’s tremendous advertis-
ing,” he said. “We always
like to see productions that
leverage the current-day
Bell Boulevard based on
the success it’s had in the
past.”

Some of the episode
was also shot outside on
the street, leading to tem-
porary road closures along
Bell Boulevard for a por-
tion of the day. Parking was
also suspended Monday in
certain spots surrounding

Photo by Rich Bockmann

the smaller schools per-
form better than their
peers at the larger, tradi-
tional schools, the jury is
still out on the long-term
effects of the educational
reforms implemented over
the last 12 years.

Neither school had an
English or math proficien-
cy rate higher than 10 per-
cent last year, the first time
that students were tested on
the more rigorous Common
Core standards. Citywide
proficiency rates dropped
to the low 20s.

About three-quarters
of students at MS 355 and
MS 356 receive free lunch.

www.Timesledger.com

the set, causing some con-
gestion for motorists while
filming took place.

Sclair said the BID is
constantly working with
Community Board 11, the
111th Precinct and the
mayor’s Office of Film,
Theater and Broadcasting,
which issues permits for
film shoots around the city,
in order to minimize the
effect the parking and traf-
fic issues could have on the
area businesses.

Fisher said she could
not reveal what the epi-
sode was about or why it so
closely matched Bayside,
but she said it is scheduled
to run as Episode 19 during
the show’s second season,
currently airing on CBS.

“Just keep an eye out
for it,” she said.

Reach reporter Kelsey
Durham at 718-260-4573 or
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.



QUEENS ek

To Advertise Call: 718-260-2555 - classified@cnglocal.com

> EMPLOYMENT, BUSINESS OPPS., EDU. SERV., MISC., R.E.

Iy classl

Deadline: 4pm Thursday

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-2555

>»SALES >» GCAREER > MEDICAL > MEDICAL > READERS > READERS
HELP WANTED TRAINING HELP WANTED HELP WANTED AND ADVISORS AND ADVISORS
HIGH SCHOOL
AVON | oSt AFRICAN PSYCHIC/SPIRITUAL
Avon Agents Wanted Ggi\gﬁ:;eﬁcgeetdﬁibl HOMESI.!:EF#FE'IH*&IDES EE#DEE; “5)4‘-5 E & CLA'EVOVAN T
call 24/5 Freé Brochurel F/T ENGLISH SPEAKING WITH SPIRITUAL POWERS OF HIS

Start your business
TODAY!
800-206-0799

1-800-264-8330
diplomafromhome.com
Benjamin Franklin

www.propel92.com High School.
»EMPLOYMENT | >»EMPLOYMENT
SERVICES SERVICES

ABLE HEALTH CARE

HOME HEALTH AIDES!

HIGHER PAY
+ NO DUES!

Immediate Work for

HHA’s with Certificates
plus Sign On Bonus
Part Time/Full Time! Excellent Pay & Benefits
All Shifts/Locations + Live-ins!

OTHER OPEN POSITIONS

RN’s, PT’s, OT’s
FREE TRAINING CLASSES

Classes start Mar 3rd in Hempstead
and March 10th in Queens
Call for other areas and dates

/a\
2y 2ble

Bronx/Westchester 914-470-9925
Brooklyn 718-947-3686  Queens 718:947-3668
Nassau 516-634-2106  Suffolk 631-729-2388

& F/T SPANISH SPEAKING
CASES AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
INTHE 5 BOROS

LIVE IN & LIVE OUT
ALL SHIFTS
EXCELLENT PAY
MEDICAL BENEFITS
LIFE INSURANCE

APPLY IN PERSON OR
CALL MON-THURSDAY 9:30-5
COMMUNITY HOME CARE
REFERRAL SERVICE, INC.
3920-13 AVE, COR. 40TH ST
BROOKLYN, NY
718-435-8555

»HELP WANTED | To Advertise Here
Call 718-260-2555
DRIVERS | ax 718-260-2509
WITH OWN
CAR OR VAN

> FLEA MARKETS

For Delivery of Auto

ANCESTRAL MASTER’S SPIRIT.
MR. LAMINE is Internationally known
& will help with all problems in life.

He has helped many celebrities. He can clear
negativity, foresee future life events, solves
impossible problems. Help bring back loved ones,
family problems, depression, substance abuse,
impotency/infertility, break black magic, jinx,
demonic forces, success in business, exams,
career, job & marriage.

Never Gives Failing Advice + Your Pain Is My Responsibility

www.tatajabbie.com - 347-539-2163

>»BRONX > QUEENS
APTS UNFURN APTS UNFURN
North E. Bronx / Jamaica Ave
Pelham Pkwy Near 1715t St.

1 & 2 Bdrm avail.
Call for more info

ZLD Realty LLC
718-654-1319

> FLEA MARKETS

Parts in Brooklyn,

Queens & the Bronx

Steve 917-335-2660 _R‘_I\.c:_H MA_\QJ_N__DJ

Halo 917-709-3194

> HELP WANTED

TICKET AGENTS
Start Today! Get Paid
Cash At The End of Each
Day! 30% Commission.
Choose Your Own Hours

|

FLEA MARKET
0Open To The Public/Every: "¢ o 5
SUNDAY 8 AMTO 3PS (7 23
BARGAINS! BARGAINS! |

e Jewelry ¢ Clothing
e Consumables & more!

HILL

Ve EA .

"ZF

L3

FREE HALF MONTH!
Completely renovated
1 bedrm apt, 3 rooms,
hdwd flrs, new appli-
ances, new cabinets,
new tiles, utilities
included, $1,275/mo.
Call Broker

917-767-9805

Local News
Updated
Daily At

TIMES
Ledger

www.ablehealthcare.com prsw oiosaton {11700 Hillide Ave, Richmond Hill, NY 11418 com
. 3 . [ )
J Manhattan Phone: 347-709-7661 -8 |
212-664-0300 www.richmondhillfleamarket.com.ie""=- a
> MEDICAL > MEDICAL > READERS > READERS
HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED |>HELP WANTED | >HELP WANTED | ™ Anp apuisors | AND ADVISORS

] - Hiri PACIFIC LAWN SPRINKLERS INC, Yes, he’s back from the shadow of death, the
Catelink. e E iring . COLLEGE PT, NY Jamaican born Obeah man and spiritual case
Home Care w xpen_t:pce Seeking full-time Lawn Sprinkler worker.

. 3 Certi ,'ed Technician who is willing to work long
Lic. by 7L L HHA’s hours during the busy season. °

For the Queens & Nassau Area
Immediate Hire + Bonus for HHA’'s w/ Cars
e Licensed Home Care Agency

* Home Care Experience a Must

Gall Angelea For Appointment
Mon-Fri 10AM-4PM
516-358-1999

Or email: Carelink1@hotmail.com

We will be willing to train
but we are also looking for experienced
Foreman and Technicians
(salary is based upon validated exp).
Clean driver’s lic. is preferred, drag
& alcohol free (testing mandatory).
Resume or references a plas. Exp: 2+ yrs

Contact Donna: 718-312-3801

DROSTOLDER@PACIFICLAWNSPRINKLERS.COM

caL 7118-523-1426

Guaranteed success where others fail.
Power to help in all walks of life. Calls your
friends and enemies by name, without
asking you a single word. A visit to this
Obeah worker from Jamaica will be of
immense value to you.

Call
718.260.2555

.fo advertise
your business in our
Classified Section

and get..
Real Results!

'ieds“
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ENTIC GERM
DINING, MERTS & DELICACE

B picHTIN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN "('MEI
\E‘,ﬁﬁ-' / ..":;‘ R e _j"_a-",-;_, f*“’r ?""_"1 y
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-
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. NOT OVER YET!

Keenp Your Freezer Stocked

with Zum Stammtisch
Frozen Soups & Dinners
SOUPS $4.99 GOULASH $6.99
Gourasn Sour, Potato Sour,
N WecerasLe Soup, Sput Pren Suur
tﬂmm’tlg [ h[ Cuicxen Noonte Sour, Lentn Sour,
@ Ufk %tﬂl’tf &,J Zmp Uft 5] Mannattan Cuam ﬂnnwntn
AU INAT P AIIA
DINNERS $8.99T0 $12.99
le A Glendale, NY 11385
(67?8‘;03g/|b}l-r7tzeoovlen§teeml1mti:cr:]h F?oerkStore.com INCLUDES APPROPRIATE

POTATOES & VEGETABLES

SauersRATEN, Bavarian Mearionr,
Por Roasr, Golunsn Routapen,
LoiN of Pork, CHicken & Musnnoum

\J ALL SOUPS & DINNERS ARE
: MADE TRUE TO OUR RECIPES
an BY OUR RESTAURANT CHEFS

¥ - “,‘
’ é’//;/ Not Responsible for Any Typographical Errors.
/ o

/,

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant
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