
THE NEWSPAPER OF FLUSHING, AUBURNDALE, KEW GARDENS HILLS & FRESH MEADOWS

Your Neighborhood - Your News ®Mar. 14-20, 2014 75 cents

M
AILING ADDRESS GOES HERE

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS
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A group of more than 40 Wil-
lets Point business owners who 
are relocating to the Bronx togeth-
er have a few kinks to work out 
before they can move into their 
new home.

The Sun-
rise Co-op 
signed a lease 
Friday on an 
84,000-square-
foot space in 
Hunts Point, 
at 1080 Leg-
gett Ave., but 
will not be 
able to oc-
cupy the new 
facility for a 
few months 
because it needs some work, the 
group’s organizers said. The new 
space, part of a 144,000-square-
foot warehouse, now must be di-

vided so there are designated ar-
eas for each business.

Marco Neira, one of the 
group’s organizers, said the con-
struction to build all the neces-
sary partitions may take up to a 
few months. The group’s organiz-

ers were sched-
uled to meet an 
engineer at the 
site Tuesday to 
figure out the de-
tails and extent of 
the work. Their 
lease is for 10 
years with an op-
tion for a five-year 

extension, said 
Ted De Barbieri, 
a lawyer with the 
Urban Justice 
Center, a legal ad-

vocacy group,  who is represent-
ing the group.

“We definitely want to get 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) has successfully ob-
tained visas for a group of family 
members of two Queens teenag-
ers who died in a car accident on 
the Long Island Expressway last 
month.

The mother and sister of 
19-year-old Jiahao Liang, of 
Flushing,  were granted visas 
March 11 after Meng was able to 
set up interviews for both with 
the U.S. consulate in Guangzhou, 
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The Sunrise Co-op signed a lease 
on an 84,000-square-foot space in 
Hunts Point, at 1080 Leggett Ave. 
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A church that sits 
across the street from a 
vacant lot at the corner of 
Northern Boulevard and 
196th Street in Auburndale 
has started exploring the 
possibility of purchasing 
the empty property.

The Rev. Paul Palesty, 
of St. Nicholas Greek Or-
thodox Church, said the 
church is interested in 
buying the four-block-wide 
stretch of land that has been 
the source of confusion and 
speculation by many neigh-
borhood residents while it 
has sat empty and undevel-
oped for several years. He 
said the church, at 196-10 
Northern Blvd., has con-
sidered purchasing the lot 
and turning it into some 
kind of community facility, 
possibly a parking lot, that 
would serve to benefit the 
entire area.

“A parking lot would 
be great, and we would be 
putting up a nice facility 
to help out the whole com-
munity,” he said. “There’s 
a big parking problem here, 

especially when school lets 
out, and that would be a 
great help.”

Chris Petallides, a 
member of Community 
Board 11 in Little Neck and 
a parishioner at St. Nicho-
las, said Palesty reached 
out to him and asked him 
to research what it would 
cost to purchase the lot 
and what steps would be 
required.

Petallides, an archi-
tect, said he called a man 
named Leo whose phone 
number was shown on a 
banner hanging on the 
construction fence at the 
property and was told that 
the owner is not interested 
in selling.

“He claimed to be a 
broker and told me that 
it’s not for sale, that it’s for 
lease only,” Petallides said.

He also said the man 
told him that the owner is 
looking to lease the prop-
erty for a price of around 
$600,000 per year, a figure 
that both he and Palesty 
said is too high to consider.

“That’s ludicrous,” 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Fire marshals, who are 
pushing to name a Fort Tot-
ten playground after one of 
their fallen comrades, came 
one step closer to achieving 
their goal Monday night.

Community Board 7 
unanimously approved to 
support the fire marshals’ 
initiative to name a play-
ground across the street 
from their base after Mar-
tin “Woody” McHale.

The marshal died from 
a heart attack while he was 
driving home from work 
Christmas Eve 2012.

“He was a role model. 
He was a mentor. He was 
a fireman’s fireman,” 
said Randall Wilson, com-
manding officer at the fire 
marshals’ citywide north 
base in Fort Totten, where 
McHale worked.

McHale served on the 
FDNY for 23 years before 
suffering a premature 
death at 50. He first joined 
the Fire Department in 
1989 and was promoted to 
fire marshal 10 years later. 
Friends and family remem-
bered him as a friendly gi-
ant who was so well-liked 
that a West 14th Street 
bar in Manhattan made 
McHale its namesake while 
he was still alive.

Wilson wrote a letter 
to CB 7 in November asking 
for its support to rename 
the playground, where 
McHale used to bring his 
young twin sons to play.

“They feel comfort go-
ing to the park, as that’s 
their memory of their dad. 

It would mean the world 
to me and I think it would 
mean the world to my chil-
dren,” said Hope McHale, 
the fallen marshal’s widow. 
“When the fire marshals 
told me about it, I was so 
excited.”

Marilyn Bitterman, 
the board’s district manag-
er, said she will now write a 
letter to Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, appealing for support.

A city Parks Depart-
ment spokesman said the 
department had not yet 
received a formal request 
from CB 7 to name the prop-
erty, so he could not com-
ment on it.

Parks will typically 

name things for an individ-
ual if he or she made a sig-
nificant contribution to the 
site or to parks in general, 
the spokesman said.

Parks are renamed at 
the discretion of the Parks 
commissioner or through 
local law.

The board also voted 
on another Parks Commit-
tee proposal at its meeting 
Monday night to approve a 
$2.4 million restoration of 
Macneil Park, which sits 
northwest of Poppenhusen 
Avenue.

The plan will repair 
portions of the College 
Point park’s esplanade and 
build a fishing area. The 

erosion of the park’s sea-
wall and waterfront paths 
occurred over many years 
of use, Parks officials told 
community board mem-
bers.

The department will 
also replace a chain link 
fence along the waterfront 
with a painted railing, 
build granite steps down to 
the water and restore the 
park’s tree canopy.

The state Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation still needs to approve 
the plan, but Parks officials 
said they anticipate that 
construction on the park 
will start by summer 2015 
and last a year.

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church is looking into buying an emp-
ty lot at the corner of 196th Street and Northern Boulevard in 
Auburndale.

Martin “Woody” McHale plays with one of his twin sons in a playground that fire marshals are pushing 
to have named after their fallen colleague. Photo by Michael Gottlieb

Church eyeing lot 
on Northern Blvd.

CB 7 OKs marshals’ plan
Initiative to name Ft. Totten playground after dead fi refi ghter wins support

Continued on Page 54
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

As the war over horse-drawn 
carriages continues to divide New 
York City, state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) is standing firm on 
his position to ban the industry 
despite comments made by movie 
star Liam Neeson this week back-
ing the carriages.

The Oscar-nominated actor 
visited Clinton Park Stables on 
Manhattan’s West 52nd Street 
last weekend, inviting all 51 City 
Council members and Mayor Bill 
de Blasio to join him, to pledge his 
support for keeping the carriage 
industry open.

De Blasio did not attend, 
but 10 Council members joined 
Neeson as he toured the stables 
in hopes of showing them that the 
living conditions are not harmful 
to the animals.

Neeson said he wanted to 
demonstrate to city officials that 
the horses are well-cared-for and 
help them see that the industry is 
part of the city’s history. Avella, 
whose fight to eliminate horse-

drawn carriages dates back to his 
time in the Council, said later in 
the week that despite the actor’s 
efforts to push for keeping the 
industry alive, he still thinks the 
practice is outdated and that ban-
ning carriages is the best thing 
for the horses.

“I am sure that Mr. Neeson’s 
heart is in the right place, but we 

simply cannot ignore the condi-
tions in which these horses are 
forced to operate,” Avella said. 
“While it was appropriate to al-
low horse-drawn carriages as 
tourist attractions at the turn of 
the century, it is no longer appro-

priate given the excessive conges-
tion surrounding Central Park.”

Avella has introduced leg-
islation in the Senate that would 
ban horse carriages in New York 
City and also calls for all horses 
currently working in the indus-

try to be humanely relocated. He 
cites several reasons behind his 
belief that the industry is danger-
ous for the animals, such as oper-
ating so close to busy city streets 
and being forced to work during 
hot summer temperatures as well 
as cold weather in the winter 
months.

Union leaders and other 
proponents of the industry say 
city agencies closely monitor the 
working and living conditions 
the horses are subject to, includ-
ing regulations that prohibit 
work in certain temperatures or 
in inclement weather, in order to 
prevent any harm, but Avella said 
he is skeptical that the head agen-
cies are performing their duties 
properly.

“I have stated time and time 
again, how many more accidents, 
injuries and deaths is it going to 
take before we end this inhumane 
industry?” Avella said. “Although 
I understand Mr. Neeson’s desire 
to preserve a historic practice, 
the cons simply outweigh the pros 
in this case.”

A horse-drawn carriage travels down 
Broadway in Times Square. 

AP Photo/Mary Altaffer

Avella responds to actor’s support for horse carriages
Senator says Liam Neeson’s visit to Central Park stables will not deter his quest to end the industry
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Actor Liam Neeson (l.) recently visited stables near Central Park in support 
of keeping the horse-drawn carriage industry alive, despite a current legisla-
tive battle that aims to ban the carriage rides. State Senator Tony Avella (r.) re-
sponded to Neeson’s statements this week as he continues to fight to put an 
end to the industry. AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Galit Rodan (l.)
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña came to 
Queens last week to answer 
parents’ questions and give 
her vision for the future of 
the city’s education system 
at a town hall meeting.

Hundreds of parents 
and educators filed into 
the District 25 meeting at 
PS 154 March 5 to ask ques-
tions of the new chancellor.

Fariña fielded queries 
about some of the city’s 
most contentious educa-
tion issues, including Com-
mon Core and co-located 
schools.

She had been a life-
long educator, working as 
a teacher, principal and 
superintendent before serv-
ing as deputy chancellor in 
2004. Fariña quit after two 
years in that position after 
disagreements with the 
Bloomberg administration 
and was appointed by May-
or Bill de Blasio as chancel-
lor in December.

“This is an adminis-
tration, both the mayor and 
I feel,  [in which] the client is 
the child in the classroom,” 
she said at the beginning of 
the meeting. “The consum-
ers are you and the teach-
ers are the people (who) we 
need to serve the client and 
the consumer. So if we don’t 
make it important to talk to 
all these constituents, we 
really won’t be in a very 
good place.”

Fariña touted District 
25, which covers Flushing, 
Whitestone, College Point 
and part of Fresh Mead-
ows, as a district that al-
ways pushed for more arts 
funding and valued the 

arts despite cuts in previ-
ous years.

Parents and educators 
wrote down their questions 
on pieces of paper and then 
submitted them to the Dis-
trict 25 board to be read out 
to the chancellor, who said 
she would make sure to per-
sonally answer questions 
by telephone that were not 
addressed at the meeting.

The night’s first ques-
tion was about Common 
Core.

“What’s the sense in 
coming to school only to 
learn Common Core? The 
children are only going to 
learn what’s on the exam,” 
the question read.

Fariña said Common 
Core has not been described 
in a way most people can 
understand it and said she 
was going to try to clarify 
the standardization initia-
tive with workshops in the 
future.

“Common Core is not a 
curriculum. Common Core 
is a set of strategies,” she 
said.

Fariña said Com-
mon Core teaches students 
many important skills she 
believes are vital, such as 
the ability to compare and 
contrast and public speak-
ing.

“I do think we as a 
country need to raise our 
standards. We cannot as-
sume that other countries 
can outperform us when we 
know we have the best and 
the brightest in this coun-
try,” she said.

On the subject of school 
co-locations, Fariña said 
they would continue, but 
only in a way that would be 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Several elected offi-
cials met with parents and 
educators of School District 
26 last week as the district’s 
presidents’ council hosted a 
legislative breakfast in Bay-
side to discuss some of the 
most pressing issues facing 
education today, including 
school safety and Common 
Core standards.

District 26 — which 
covers northeast Queens 
neighborhoods — is known 
as  the best education dis-
trict in the city, and council 
President Kim D’Angelo 
said the group holds one or 
two legislative breakfasts 
per year in order to keep 
elected officials in the loop 
about their concerns.

With the harsh win-
ter that the city has expe-
rienced over the past few 
months, one of the most 
important topics D’Angelo 
planned for this year’s 
gathering was the safety of 
children as they make their 
way to school.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and city Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña have 

come under fire for keep-
ing schools open despite 
severe weather and signifi-
cant snowfall, even as Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo declared a 
state of emergency and ad-
vised New Yorkers to avoid 
unnecessary travel.

D’Angelo said most 
parents in the area drive 

their children to and from 
school, and she told legisla-
tors during the breakfast 
that parents do not think 
their child’s attendance 
record should suffer if par-
ents do not believe it is safe 
to get them to school.

“If the roads are not 
clear out here in District 

26, we can’t just hop on the 
subway,” D’Angelo said. 
“And with so many of our 
teachers unable to make 
the unsafe drive from Nas-
sau and Suffolk counties, 
the children who do make 
it to school spend much of 
the day doing busy work or 

BY BILL PARRY

Melinda Katz and her staff re-
ceived unanimous support among the 
borough’s leadership for her initial 
budget proposal as the new borough 
president. The leadership group, 
known as the Queens Borough Board, 
is comprised of all 11 Community 
Board leaders and all 14 of the City 
Council members from the county.

At the Monday meeting at Bor-
ough Hall in Kew Gardens, each 
leader reviewed the 127-page copy of 
the budget. “The mayor not giving 
the annual budget dance was help-
ful — I wondered why it was so thin,” 
said Katz referring to the annual 
tug of war that was fought with the 
Bloomberg administration and pro-
duced voluminous pages.

Queens Budget Director Richard 
Lee proceeded to review the most im-

portant elements of the Queens por-
tion of Mayor de Blasio’s $73.712 bil-
lion financial plan for the city in fiscal 
year 2015. It includes the restoration 
of critical services across various 
agencies that were slashed during the 
last administration as well as several 
new initiatives like the expansion of 
after-school programs and universal 
pre-kindergarten.

Katz pointed out that Queens 

has special needs because it leads the 
five boroughs with 48 percent of the 
residents now foreign-born, which re-
quires a wider range of social service 
support and language access to the 
city’s services. She also said Queens 
is home to one of the fastest growing 
aging populations, which brings oth-
er multi-faceted challenges.

The meeting’s most spirited ex-
change came with the discussion 
about the funding disparity between 
the boroughs. “Not that it’s a pet 
peeve of mine, but let me point out 
that Queens receives less funding per 
capita at only $2.09 per person,” Katz 
said. By comparison, the Bronx gets 
$3.76 per person.

Jerry Iannece, the outgoing 
chairman of Community Board 11, 
said he has been arguing that point for 
the last decade. “We are getting short-

The borough president’s first budget gets 
unanimous approval from community 
board leaders and Queens’ City Council 
members. Photo by Bill Parry

City Councilman Mark Weprin (l.) discusses education issues at a legislative breakfast last week in 
Bayside hosted by the District 26 Presidents’ Council. Photo by Kelsey Durham

City Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña (c.) speaks at a District 25 
meeting at PS 154 in Flushing. Photo by Alex Robinson

Boro leaders back budget proposals

District 26 holds breakfast
Parents, teachers join electeds in Bayside to review education issues

Fariña praises arts 
at Flushing schools

Continued on Page 38
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

 The fates of a dozen 
new schools planned for 
Queens next year are up in 
the air as Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio is facing legal challeng-
es to his decision to reverse 
and continue a number of 
co-locations approved un-
der the Bloomberg admin-
istration.

City Hall made waves 
late last month when it re-
viewed proposals approved 
by the previous adminis-
tration last year to allow 
49 new schools across the 
city — including more than 
a dozen charter schools — 
to share space with public 
schools when they open 
next fall.

In Queens, the propos-
als included new career and 
technical schools in Long 
Island City, Queens Village 
and Cambria Heights as 
well as two controversial 
Success Academy char-
ter schools in southeast 

Queens.
De Blasio campaigned 

on his criticism of charter 
schools and pledged to roll 
back the Bloomberg ad-
ministration’s support by 
refusing to offer the insti-
tutions rent-free space in 
city buildings, but his deci-
sion last month was more 
of a compromise than a sea 
change.

The city reversed 
course on nine hand-picked 
proposals — including a 
Success Academy at Au-
gust Martin High School 
and a new public school at 
Long Island City HS — and 
allowed the remainder to 
move forward, a move that 
seemed to draw criticism 
from all quarters.

City Councilman 
Daneek Miller’s (D-St. Al-
bans) district covers IS 59 
in Springfield Gardens, 
where the city is allowing a 
proposed Success Academy 
school to go forward, and 
the Campus Magnet Com-

plex in Cambria Heights 
where a new career and 
technical school is slated to 
open in the fall.

He wrote a letter to 
the mayor and city Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Farina 
expressing his displeasure 
at the city’s decision to al-

low the co-location to pro-
ceed.

“With specific regard 
to the issue of charter 
schools, the lack of educa-
tional access for high-risk 
and disabled students, the 
marginalization of parents, 
and the lack of security 

provided to teachers are 
alarming,” he wrote. “In 
particular respect to co-
locations, these arrange-
ments force students from 
different schools to share 
overworked facilities, pit 
students in ‘turf war’ ri-
valries against each other, 

and have failed to improve 
individualized classroom 
instruction.

De Blasio’s move pro-
moted Public Advocate 
Tish James to proceed with 
a lawsuit she filed last year 
moving to block all 49 co-
locations.

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica), one 
of the lawsuit’s co-petition-
ers, said he was pleased the 
city reversed its decision to 
place a charter school in the 
same building as August 
Martin HS and equally as 
disappointed the adminis-
tration was going forward 
with plans to replace the 
charter with another co-
located school.

“I believe the depart-
ment’s proposal to co-locate 
August Martin High School 
with a third school utilizing 
the same flawed metrics . . . 
[is] duplicitous,” he said.

Bob Friedrich, an 
organizer of the Eastern 

BY BILL PARRY

Ukraine’s interim 
prime minister is on a 
whirlwind tour of Wash-
ington, D.C., and New York 
for talks with President Ba-
rack Obama and U.S. Sec-
retary of State John Kerry 
in an attempt to raise loan 
guarantees that would bol-
ster a collapsing economy.

Arseniy Yatsenyuk 
is making the rounds on 
Capitol Hill, where he will 
find the support of U.S. Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney (D-Asto-
ria) . Maloney was slated 
to hold a noon press confer-
ence Saturday at Roosevelt 
Island’s FDR Four Free-
doms Park to address the 
ongoing crisis in Ukraine 
on the eve of Sunday’s ref-

erendum that could decide 
Crimea’s future.

Maloney met with 
members of the city’s 
Ukrainian community, in-
cluding some Queens resi-
dents, Saturday to discuss 
the American efforts to 
support the fledgling gov-
ernment of Ukraine in its 
crisis with Russia.

At the session in the 
Manhattan offices of the 
Ukrainian Congress Com-
mittee of America, at 203 
Second Ave., Maloney 
called on the U.S. Senate to 
pass a $1 billion loan guar-
antee that was authorized 
by Congress last Friday.

“Ukraine’s new gov-
ernment and its people 
know that the U.S. and its 
leaders support their right 

to determine the future of 
their nation — one that is 
free of corruption, waste 
and illegal intervention,” 
Maloney said.

She said the govern-
ment needs emergency aid 
because billions of dollars 
were moved to offshore 
accounts and Russia is 
threatening to shut off de-
liveries of natural gas if 
state-owned Gazprom is 
not paid the nearly $2 bil-
lion Ukraine owes.

Astoria’s Adrian 
Dlaboha, the UCCA’s ex-
ternal affairs officer, said, 
“Any help that would build 
basic economic infrastruc-
ture is wanted and needed 
to stabilize the nation. I 
don’t know how they’ll solve 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
The state Assembly 

planned to authorize the 
city to raise income taxes 
to fund an expansion of 
pre-K, but in the state Sen-
ate, where Democrats do 
not hold the reins, the body 
was split on how to fund the 
expansion.

State Assemblywoman 
Cathy Nolan (D-Ridgewood) 
and Speaker Sheldon Silver 
announced Wednesday the 
Legislature’s lower house 
would approve Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s plan to raise 
taxes on the city’s wealthi-
est earners to fund an ex-
pansion of universal pre-K, 
though by press time later 
in the evening lawmakers 
had not voted on the As-

sembly’s 2014-15 budget res-
olution, the starting point 
to negotiations with Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo.

“This year’s budget 
proposal reaffirms the As-
sembly’s commitment to 

ensuring that New York’s 
students receive the high-
est possible quality educa-
tion from pre-K all the way 
through 12th grade,” said 
Nolan, chairwoman of the 

Mayor Bill de Blasio rallies in Albany alongside supporters of his 
plan to fund universal pre-K with a tax hike on the city’s wealthiest 
earners. AP Photo/Mike Groll

City Public Advocate Tish James is suing to prevent the co-location of a Success Academy charter 
school at IS 59 in Springfield Gardens.

Assembly plans green light 
for mayor’s pre-K tax hike

Maloney meets Ukrainians 
from Queens upset over crisis

James sues city over DOE co-locations
Public advocate wants to thwart de Blasio on space-sharing proposals that affect Districts 29, 30

Continued on Page 54
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) joined a state 
environmentalist group 
last week to present new 
evidence about the dangers 
of hydrofracking and to 
urge Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to outlaw the practice in 
New York.

Members from Envi-
ronment New York, which 
advocates for water, energy 
and nature conservancy, 
sat beside the senator in his 
Bayside office last week as 
they introduced a booklet 
titled “Shalefield Stories,” 
a collection of testimonies 
gathered from residents in 
Pennsylvania who say they 
were directly affected by 
hydrofracking that began 
across the state as early as 
2001.

The stories detail what 
opponents of hydrofracking 
say are the dangerous re-
sults of the process, which 
involves drilling into the 
ground to extract natural 
gases and oils from shale 
formations.

In the pamphlet, 19 
families talk about the side 
effects they say they have 
endured since hydrofrack-
ing began in their commu-
nities, causing chemicals 
to leak into drinking and 
bath water, according to 
the book.

As a result, the resi-
dents testified to experienc-
ing a variety of symptoms 
such as headaches, vomit-
ing, skin infections and 
even paralysis or death, in 
the more severe cases.

As New York prepares 
to hear a decision from 
Cuomo on hydrofracking, 
expected in the upcom-
ing weeks, Environment 
New York said the agency 
hopes the release of this 
newest evidence against 
the process will shed a new 
light on why they believe it 
should be outlawed.

“Their experiences 
come to us at a critical time,” 
said Heather Leibowitz, di-
rector of Environment New 
York. “This reinforces that 
if anyone still doubts the 
damage hydrofracking can 
do, all you have to do is look 
next door to Pennsylvania. 
We urge our legislators to 
finally ban hydrofracking 
and close the door on this 
dirty process.”

Dating back to his time 
in the City Council, Avella 
has introduced several 
bills designed to regulate 
hydrofracking across the 
state, including one nick-
named “CJ’s Law,” named 
after 23-year-old Pennsylva-
nia resident CJ Bevins, who 
was killed while operating 
a forklift on a drill site in 
Smyrna, N.Y., in 2011.

Avella said the cur-
rent hydrofracking process 
followed in New York con-
tains little or no regula-
tions that protect workers 
and contended there are 
few requirements that call 
for regular assessments of 
the health impacts caused 
by the drilling.

“When I’m in Albany 
and you hear these stories 
of people, it means a lot 
more to legislators,” Avella 

said. “I think we all agree 
that this should be enough 
to say no and to ban this 
once and for all. We could 
be a leader on this issue 
and send the message to the 
rest of the country that it’s 
way too dangerous and that 
the damages far outweigh 
the benefits.”

Avella said some of 
the benefits touted by sup-
porters of hydrofracking 
include revenue for the 
state and the creation of 
jobs needed to maintain the 
work sites, but he also said 
the figures he has seen in 
Albany are drastically dif-
ferent from those put forth 
by proponents.

He also said he does 
not believe the few jobs that 
would be created would 
actually be given to New 
Yorkers because the skill 
set needed for the process is 
found in workers who hail 
from other states where 
drilling work is more com-
mon.

Avella said he recently 
visited the community of 
Minisink, N.Y., whose resi-
dents also say they have 
been adversely affected by 
hydrofracking taking place 
in their area, including 
a sharp drop in property 
values. As the state awaits 
Cuomo’s decision on wheth-
er to keep allowing the 
practice, Avella said he will 
continue to speak out in op-
position and make sure the 
dangers are known.

“Many of us feel that 
hydrofracking is just not 
the way to go,” he said.

Heather Leibowitz (l.), director of Environment New York, discusses a recently published book-
let titled “Shalefield Stories” that tells of Pennsylvania residents who have been negatively im-
pacted by hydrofracking. State Sen. Tony Avella (c.) hosts a press conference last week to intro-
duce the new evidence in hopes of persuading Gov. Andrew Cuomo to ban the practice in New York. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

Avella urges Cuomo 
to ban hydrofracking

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event
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15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Where Success Begins

▶

▶

▶



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 14-20, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
7

BT

www.nycpba.org

Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531

Patrick J. Lynch, Presidentof the City of New York



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 1

4-
20

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

8

BT

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

ELECTCHESTER — Frank Giardina 
might want to reconsider who he invites 
into his apartment after what happened 
last Friday evening.

Officers from the 107th Precinct were 
responding to a noise complaint a little af-
ter 11 p.m. when they knocked on the door 
to Giardina’s flat, on 161st Street near Jew-
el Avenue, according to cops.

The 49-year-old Electchester resident 
answered the door while allegedly holding 
a marijuana pipe, police said. The officers, 
with the intention of writing Giardina a 
summons, asked Giardina for identifica-
tion, the NYPD said.

Giardina then invited officers inside 
his apartment while he retrieved his iden-
tification, according to police.

Once inside, the officers spotted about 
five pounds of heroin on a table in the 
kitchen, the NYPD said.

Officers then placed Giardina under 
arrest, and a further search turned up 
1,948 glassines of heroin and packing ma-

terials and equipment, the NYPD said. The 
search had been authorized by a search 
warrant, according to cops.

Giardina was charged with three 
charges of criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, including intent to sell, 
as well as criminal possession of marijua-
na, the NYPD said.

FLUSHING — Police were looking for a 
man wanted in connection to two Queens bank 
robberies.

The first robbery happened Nov. 8 at an Ap-
ple Bank in Flushing, police said. The suspect 
entered the bank, handed the teller a note de-
manding money and took off with $639 in cash, 
according to cops.

In the second robbery, police said the sus-
pect entered an Astoria Federal Savings Bank 
Jan. 11, handed the teller a note again and fled 
with $1,122.

Both robberies took place in broad daylight 
shortly after noon, police said.

The NYPD described the suspect as 30 to 35 years old, black, 6 feet tall and weighing 
220 to 240 pounds. Police said the suspect was last seen wearing a dark knit cap, a dark 
jacket and a hooded sweatshirt.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Police look for suspect in Flushing burglaries

Authorities sent out surveillance images 
showing the suspect at the Astoria Federal 
Savings Bank (l.) and Apple Bank’s Flushing 

Man arrested after cops find heroin: NYPD

The NYPD released a photo of material they said 
was confiscated from Frank Giardina’s flat. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

FLUSHING — Police were looking for a missing 19-year-old 
woman who was last seen leaving a store on East Broadway Tues-
day.

Zheng Yangling was wearing a black blouse and black pants 
when she disappeared at around 12:30 p.m., police said.

Police described her as 5-foot-5, weighing 140 pounds, with 
black hair and brown eyes.

Police search for missing Flushing woman

YANGLING ZHENG
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BY SHANICE PUNNETT

How much do lawyers 
make annually in Queens? 
What about police officers, 
firefighters or even den-
tists? These are some of the 
questions people ask, be-
fore or during a job search 
or simply just out of curios-
ity.

Much of the data on 
average annual salaries for 
various fields is pegged to 
the city or state rather than 
Queens, but compensation 
in the borough is in the 
same ballpark.

Some of the higher 
paid professions include 
those in the health-related 
and law and political fields. 
These careers tend to re-
quire more education than 
skill, whereas the lower 
paid jobs for barbers and 
cooks, for example, require 
more skill than education 
or a bit of both.

The law and political 
fields include professionals 
who are judges, lawyers, 
paralegals, city and state 
officials and police officers. 
Judges, lawyers and the 
like make six-figure sala-
ries.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
makes $225,000 a year, 
Borough President Me-
linda Katz earns $160,000 
and Queens’ City Council 
members each bring home 

$112,500. U.S. Sens. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) 
and members of Congress 
make $174,000, while state 
senators and state assem-
blymen from Queens pull 
in $79,500.

The Queens district 
attorney earns $190,000, ac-
cording to the NYC Green 
Book. Paralegals and legal 
assistants make $53,570 
and correctional officers 
$61,140, according to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics. Police and sheriff’s 
patrol officers make about 
$68,510.

Those in the health-
related careers include 
dentists, surgeons, veteri-

narians, pharmacists, mas-
sage therapists and nurse 
practitioners. A number 
of these professionals also 
make six-figure salaries.

Surgeons make about 
$206,850, dentists $156,480, 
veterinarians $111,960 and 
pharmacists $116,430. Mas-
sage therapists bring in 
about $51,320, while nurse 
practitioners make $97,730, 
according to the U.S. De-
partment of Labor.

Other fields where 
large numbers of Queens 
residents work are educa-
tion, customer service and 
the food sector. These jobs 
include janitors, barbers, 
cooks, high school teachers 
and firefighters. Addition-

al jobs are travel agents, 
telemarketers, doormen, 
graphic designers and bar-
tenders.

Janitors make $30,160, 
barbers $21,890, cooks 
$20,690 and bartenders 
from $50,000 to $70,000. 
High school teachers make 
$74,130, firefighters $70,150 
and travel agents $37,350.

And lastly, telemarket-
ers bring in about $26,690 
and graphic designers 
$59,140, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statstics.   
Doormen should make 
$21.46 per hour, accord-
ing to the SEIU union, 
which works out to about 
$44,636.80 annually for a 
five-day work week.

Firefighters battle a blaze at a Flushing apartment building. The salary of city Bravest is about 
$70,000. Photo by Christina Santucci

Jobs in Queens run the gamut on salaries
DA Brown earns $190K, while janitors make $30K and high school teachers take home $74K

Police officers average about $70,000. Photo by Christina Santucci

Mayor Bill de Blasio takes home $225,000 per year. 

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown (l.) and Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz attend Mayor Bill de Blasio’s State of the 
City address. Brown’s annual pay is $30,000 more than that of the 
Queens borough president. Photo by Christina Santucci

Barbers earn a little more than $21,000 even though the job requires special skills.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The federal government 
could do more to help Queens’ im-
migrant and minority small busi-
ness owners access services they 
desperately need by providing 
better linguist outreach, Asian-
American business leaders said 
at a congressional hearing Tues-
day.

The House of Representa-
tives’ Small Business Subcommit-
tee on Contracting and Workforce 
held the hearing to determine 
what the U.S. Small Business 
Administration can do better to 
reach immigrant entrepreneurs 
and business owners.

“While the SBA does many 
things well, there have been con-
cerns about how well its programs 
are tailored to underserved com-
munities,” said U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), who serves 
as the ranking member of the 
subcommittee, said at the Queens 
College hearing. “With the face 
of small business changing, it is 
vital that the agency keep pace — 
conducting meaningful outreach 
to those entrepreneurs who could 

most benefit from this type of as-
sistance.”

The SBA is a federal agency 
that was set up to help small busi-
nesses by providing loans, grants, 
counseling and government con-
tracts.

Minority business leaders 
contended immigrant entrepre-
neurs in Queens have had diffi-
culty taking advantage of these 
services because of cultural and 

linguistic barriers.
Bill Imida, CEO of commu-

nications firm IW Group, said 
more outreach specialists with 
language and cross-cultural ex-
perience are needed to bridge the 
gap.

“Although tools are avail-
able to help the Asian-American 
and Pacific Islander small busi-
ness owners secure information 
about federal contracting oppor-
tunities, there continues to be a 
lack of knowledge and awareness 
about them and about how to uti-
lize these options,” Imida said.

He also pushed for an in-
crease in business development 
centers in the borough, as well as 
other growing immigrant com-
munities since there are only two 
SBA centers in Queens.

Although there has been an 
increasing amount of outreach to 
immigrant small business own-
ers in different languages, there 
are not always linguistically ap-
propriate service providers at 
centers when business owners 
arrive at them, said Joyce Moy, 
executive director of the Asian 
American/Asian Research Insti-

tute at Queens College.
“To be fair, SBA and other 

federal agencies have tried to 
partner with community-based 
organizations that may have the 
cultural and linguistic capacity 
as needed,” she said. “However, 
these organizations are often not 
given adequate support, financial 
and otherwise, so they lack re-
sources and the training needed 
to assist the immigrant business 
owner in a meaningful way.”

U.S. Reps. Grace Meng (l. to r.), Nydia Velazquez and Yvette Clarke attend a congressional hearing at Queens College on 
small business outreach. Photo by Alex Robinson

Boro’s Asian biz owners seek more SBA help 

GRADES 1–12    SAT/ACT/SHSAT PREP    HOMEWORK HELP    YEAR-ROUND PROGRAMS

WE ARE EXPERIENCED MATH SPECIALISTS
For more than 35 years, the Mathnasium Method has transformed the way 

children understand and appreciate math.
+

WE TEACH ALL LEVELS OF MATH ABILITY
Specially trained, caring instructors cater to students who need to catch 

up, as well as advanced students who want to get ahead.
+

PROVEN RESULTS
Our proprietary curriculum is individually customized to address each 

child’s weaknesses and build on each child’s strengths, resulting in better 
grades, higher test scores, and improved academic performance.

BAYSIDE
43-17 Bell Blvd.
(718) 747-MATH

www.mathnasium.com/bayside

FREE ASSESSMENT
An in-depth analysis of your child’s number sense, grade readiness and 

other math strengths and weaknesses.

VISIT US TODAY

Is Your Child Ready for
Common Core Math?

GREAT NECK
11 Great Neck Rd
(516) 482-MATH

www.mathnasium.com/greatneck

The U.S. House’s Small Business 
Committee Chairman, Rep. Richard 
Hanna, listens to testimony on the 
federal government’s lack of outreach 
to immigrant and minority entrepre-
neurs. Photo by Alex Robinson
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OTHER VOICES

Writer has much to learn about U.S.

I 
had to chuckle upon 
reading a letter in which 
the writer cautions the 
ever self-congratulating 

Ed Konecnik to be careful 
not to dislocate his shoul-
der while constantly pat-
ting himself on the back.

I had the same impres-
sion upon reading Konec-
nik’s voluminous letters 
describing his interpreta-
tion of freedom and liber-

ty. As the writer stated, it 
would embarrass the Stat-
ue of Liberty and what she 
stands for.

You know, that old 
“give me your tired, your 
poor” thing. But what the 
heck, what does she know 
about freedom and liberty?

Konecnik seems to en-
joy using faux-quotes to re-
inforce his views. Recently 
he attributed “Americans 

are so enamored with 
equality that they would 
rather be equal in slavery 
than unequal in freedom” 
to Alexis de Tocqueville’s 
“Democracy in America.”

I prefer to think of 
America as being more in 
line with the sentiments of 
our lady in the harbor, who 
describes a kinder, more 
compassionate America, a 
“good” America.

To misquote yet anoth-
er Tocqueville-ism, equally 
faux but far more soulful, 
“America is great because 
she is good and if America 
ever ceases to be good, she 
will also cease to be great.”

Arlene Philomena
Bayside

FAIR RELOCATIONS
One group of auto repair shop owners who took the 

city’s offer to move out of Willets Point finally got a break. 
After weeks of uncertainty and tense negotiations, more 
than 40 businesses that belong to the Sunrise Co-op signed 
a deal to relocate as a group to a building in the South 
Bronx.

Even though the co-op members face a wait of several 
months before the new facility is ready, they will be able to 
offer the same kind of one-stop shopping for auto repairs 
that made Willets Point an attractive draw for car own-
ers.

Some of the Sunrise businesses had left their shops on 
the rutted roads of Willets Point in January in exchange 
for six months’ worth of rent payments from the city, but 
found themselves without a place to reopen. In another 
hardship, a number of the owners had not received a single 
check from the city as of last week.

The city has been using several tools to clear out the 
mom-and-pop shops that have operated in the Iron Trian-
gle for decades during the first phase of a $3 billion devel-
opment project under the shadow of Citi Field.

Some business owners had their shops shuttered by 
the city, then reopened in a day or two. Others were of-
fered payments to leave by a certain date. And the threat 
of eminent domain, which would allow the city to seize a 
property at will, still hangs in the air for the remaining 
holdouts.

Willets Point has never been a paradise. Long ne-
glected by the city, the spot has more in common with a 
third-world country than the modern metropolis around 
it. There are no sewers, the roads have not been paved and 
streetlights are a fantasy.

For years many elected officials in Queens thought 
a criminal element ran Willets Point with few legitimate 
businesses operating in the space between the Flushing 
River and the ballfield. But in 2006, Hunter College re-
leased a surprising study which found 225 firms in the 
62-acre wasteland provided between 1,400 and 1,800 jobs 
primarily in auto-related industries. Most of the workers 
were immigrants.

The city appears to have fallen short on its efforts to 
relocate many of the smaller shops that agreed to leave. 
The Willets Point Defense Committee, which represents 
other owners, has appealed to Mayor Bill de Blasio to help 
find them a place in Queens where they can move as a 
group.

It’s time for the city to deliver on its promise to relo-
cate these small but vital players in the borough economy 
and to speed up the move-out payments.
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Queens Taste to celebrate boro’s small biz
A

s I watched the 
Sochi Olympics last 
month, it occurred 
to me that instead 

of trying to promote New 
York City as a site for the 
Summer Games, as we did 
10 years ago, we should go 
after the Winter Games. We 
certainly had more snow 
than Sochi over the last 
few weeks, and we have 
the venues: ice hockey in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, cross-country ski-
ing in Forest Park and luge 
along the Jackie Robinson 
Parkway.

We could add some 
new sports, such as pothole-
swerving on the Long Is-
land Expressway or puddle 
jumping on Queens Bou-
levard. Whatever events 

we choose, the Olympics 
emphasizes that there are 
three things that unite 
people of all nationalities, 
races and religions: sports, 
music and food. One does 
not need to have language 
skills or a higher educa-
tion to enjoy an athlete’s 
performance, a beautifully 
played instrument or a 
well-cooked meal.

In a world where so 
much can separate us, we 
are fortunate to live in 
a borough where we can 
find things in common and 
sometimes fuse them so 
they are uniquely Queens.

I am thinking of a re-
cent gala I attended in Rich-
mond Hill, eating Chinese/
Indian/Caribbean cuisine 
while listening to reggae. 

Of course, that brings us 
to the upcoming Queens 
Taste 2014 April 29, when 
we will celebrate wonder-
ful specialties that origi-
nated around the globe but 
are now local staples.

The fun will take place 
at the Sheraton LaGuardia 
East Hotel in Flushing, not 
far from Flushing Town 
Hall and Queens Theater, 
where musical and theat-
rical mash-ups delight the 
eyes and ears.

Behind these events 
are the small businesses, 
neighborhood groups and 
cultural institutions that 
contribute to our diversity. 
At QEDC, we like to think 
we take a cacophony of eco-
nomic programs and make 
them harmonious for any-

one seeking to open or ex-
pand a business.

New Idea to New Ven-
ture gives folks basic infor-
mation on starting a busi-
ness, the Women’s Business 
Center Power Breakfasts 
combine networking and 
education and through the 
NYC SBTech Coalition we 
provide monthly Quick-
Books Training.

We recently added two 
new programs: First Time 
Investor is an eight-week 
class which instructs quali-
fied participants in aspects 
of finance — saving, invest-
ing, stocks and retirement 
— with the added incentive 
of a $750 grant upon course 
completion.

We also have part-
nered with ACCION so a 

loan consultant is available 
at the Entrepreneur Space 
on a regular basis to assist 
clients seeking microloans.

Successful athletes, 
musicians and chefs know 
they must train, rehearse 
and test before ascend-
ing a slope, appearing on 
stage or adding a new dish 
to a menu. That is how you 
qualify for the Olympics, 
get to Carnegie Hall or con-
vince a food critic to give a 
five-star review.

And like anything that 
takes skill, early attempts 
are often disappointing 
and disheartening. Though 
I am certainly not in train-
ing for the Summer Olym-
pics, I have been attempt-
ing to swim freestyle. After 
untold hours, I can now get 

across the pool at the St. 
Sebastian Parish Center in 
Woodside, doing something 
resembling the crawl.

Michael Phelps need 
not worry, but at the least 
the lifeguard has stopped 
running over and asking if 
I am in distress.

Though the odds of any 
Olympics coming to New 
York City soon are small, 
I encourage all those with 
aspirations to stick to their 
training, whether it is for 
your business or just to get 
across the pool.

Seth Bornstein
Executive Director
Queens Economic 

Development Corp.
Kew Gardens

SE Queens opposes co-location
An open letter to May-

or Bill de Blasio and city 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña:

I 
am proud of the work 
we have begun to do in 
order to establish a fair 
and equitable education 

system for our city’s chil-
dren. The recent decision 
to withdraw nine space-
sharing, co-located charter 
schools is a step in the right 
direction.

But it does not go far 
enough.

As the city councilman 
of District 27, I have seen 
firsthand the discrimina-
tory effects charter schools 
have on communities 
such as mine in southeast 
Queens. Those families 
who were not lucky enough 
to win this game of educa-
tional roulette are forced to 
send their children to un-
derfunded public schools, 
institutions that receive 
hundreds of dollars less 
in funding per child com-

pared to charters.
Every child deserves 

a quality education and 
all schools deserve the re-
sources to ensure proper 
delivery of that education. 
By allowing privately run 
charters to siphon off pub-
lic funds and receive in-
kind contributions through 
free rent, utilities and 
janitorial services, we are 
denying the vast majority 
of our children the essen-
tial resources they need to 
thrive in the 21st century.

Instead, public stu-
dents are crammed into 
buildings that have be-
come multi-school dwell-
ings while funds are being 
allocated to the pockets of 
for-profit charter adminis-
trators. I oppose this corpo-
ratization of public schools. 
Our children are not for 
sale.

With regard to the is-
sue of charter schools, the 
lack of educational access 
for high-risk and disabled 

students, the marginal-
ization of parents and the 
lack of security provided to 
teachers are alarming. In 
particular, with respect to 
co-locations, these arrange-
ments force students from 
different schools to share 
overworked facilities, pit 
students in “turf war” ri-
valries against each other 
and have failed to improve 
individualized classroom 
instruction.

I write to you to ex-
press this sentiment not 
only on my behalf, but 
on behalf of my constitu-
ents, who overwhelmingly 
oppose co-locations and 
charter schools. For this 
reason, I am asking you to 
withdraw the proposals for 
a public co-location at Q490 
Campus Magnet and char-
ter co-location at Q59.

I. Daneek Miller
Councilman

(D-St. Albans)

Students should learn trades

W
illiam Lewis’ 
opinion that the 
mayor and the city 
schools chancel-

lor should concentrate on 
trade school courses for 
high schools in the city is 
right on.

The high school pro-

grams should be modeled 
after private trade schools, 
like the Refrigeration Insti-
tute or Apex Tech, that get 
students ready for $15-plus-
per-hour jobs after six to 
eight months of four-hour-
a-day training.

Many of the trade 

school grads have ready 
union jobs waiting for their 
skill sets that can catapult 
them toward the middle 
class.

Mike Brody
Flushing

CORRECTION

An article in the March 7-13 issue of TimesLedger Newspapers should have identifi ed Mark 
Peters as the commissioner of the city Department of Investigation. 

CLARIFICATION

In the March 7-13 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers, there was some confusion over the gifted 
and talented program in The Civic Scene column on School District 26. The following should 
clarify the status of the schools: Gifted Magnet classes were sent to MS 158 and MS 67 since the 
inception in the 1980s. MS 74 was only added last year. Next year, fi ve schools — MS 67, 74, 158, 
172 and 216 — will be offering two Gifted Magnet classes.
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B
orn March 1, 1927, at 
the Lying-in Hospi-
tal in Harlem, Har-
old George Bellafan-

ti Jr. is a singer, actor and 
political and civil rights ac-
tivist whose unforgettable 
presence on the American 
stage has spanned seven 
decades.

Better known as Har-
ry Belafonte, the King of 
Calypso popularized the 
musical genre and broke 
through the pop charts in 
1956 with his signature hit 
“The Banana Boat Song.” 
As a film actor, the New 
York native has appeared 
on screen with generations 
of greats, from Sidney Poit-
ier to John Travolta.

His lifelong struggle 
against racism, injustice 
and poverty has taken him 
from the island of Jamai-

ca to the 1963 civil rights 
march alongside Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and again 
overseas to such places as 
Cuba and sub-Saharan Af-
rica.

In his 87th year, the 
performer and activist still 
lives in New York City. He 
has four children, three of 
whom followed their father 
into acting.

In 1932, the future ce-
lebrity was sent to Jamaica 
to live with his maternal 
grandmother. It was there 
that he experienced first-
hand the bitterness of ra-
cial injustice at the hands 
of British colonial authori-
ties, a fire that he would 
carry with him for the rest 
of his life.

After returning to the 
city, however, the young 
man drifted, serving in the 

U.S. Navy in the waning 
months of World War II and 
taking odd jobs. But it was 
not long before he heard 
his calling after attend-
ing a performance of the 
American Negro Theater. 
Here he met Poitier and be-
gan studying acting along-
side such names as Marlon 
Brando, Tony Curtis and 
Walter Matthau.

Living in East 
Elmhurst at the time, Be-
lafonte went on to appear 
on television and in more 
than 30 films and documen-
taries.

In the late 1940s, the 
Queens resident simultane-
ously set out on his music 
career, if only to pay for 
his acting classes. The first 
time he performed, he ap-
peared with the Charlie 
Parker band, which includ-
ed names such as Parker 
himself, Max Roach and 
Miles Davis. He quickly de-
veloped an interest in folk 
music, with the “Banana 
Boat Song” and its joyful 
day-o shout earning him 
lasting vocal fame.

Belafonte recorded 
two million-selling albums 
and performed at President 
John Kennedy’s inaugural 
ball in 1961. A great talent 
himself, this New Yorker 
was also one to recognize 
other up-and-comers. His 
1962 collection “Midnight 
Special” marked the record 
debut of a youthful har-
monica player from Minne-
sota named Bob Dylan.

The 1960s were a time 
of great social change and 
activism in the United 
States. Harry Belafonte 
took the fight to our na-
tion’s capital in 1963 and 
opened his wallet the fol-
lowing year to help fund 
the Freedom Summer voter 
registration drive in Mis-
sissippi. Through it all, Be-
lafonte did not back down 
from controversy in his 

struggle for equality.
Belafonte last ap-

peared in concert in 2003, 
and in 2007 he announced 
that he was retired from 
performing. 

But even after more 
than 50 years of acting, 
singing and activism, the 
prodigy from the streets 
of New York is not ready 
to go quietly. He remains 
outspoken about domestic 
politics and human rights 
overseas, and courted con-
troversy during the George 
W. Bush administration by 
comparing fellow African-
Americans Colin Powell 
and Condoleezza Rice to 
Uncle Tom figures from the 
days of slavery.

In his 87 years, Belafon-
te has sung his way into the 
hearts of ordinary Ameri-
cans, entertained and chal-
lenged us on television and 
the silver screen and spoke 
for those the world over 
who had no voice.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

Singer, activist Belafonte once lived in E. Elmhurst

De Blasio must do more to promote a greener agenda

A
s my readers know, 
I have been active 
in environmental 
and educational 

matters for many years. I 
have served on boards of 
nonprofits in those areas, 
including some in Queens. 
I have waved the flag for 
them and hope to continue 
to do so for a long time.

My interest in the 
work of the city Parks De-
partment became great 
during the decades Elaine 
and I lived on Park Lane 
South in Richmond Hill. 

We watched Forest Park 
get better over the years — 
slowly, but it happened. It is 
one of the wonderful green 
oases in our borough.

But when we come 
down to it, it and Flushing 
Meadows Corona and Kis-
sena parks and a few others 
do not make this the green-
est borough. And we need 
to keep working to improve 
them without letup and to 
add more greenspaces.

There are too many ar-
eas in Queens which do not 
have enough trees, shrubs 
or places to sit and enjoy 
the beauty of nature.

This is not easy to ac-
complish. We do not have 
people who can give us a 
Central Park Conservancy 
or a Prospect Park Alli-
ance. These organizations 
have done remarkable work 

— open to all — in the last 
quarter century. Try to re-
member what those places 
looked like in the 1970s and 
’80s.

But in our new scru-
tiny of what our mayor 
chooses to call “A Tale of 
Two Cities,” those who 
have raised the funds for 
public-private improve-
ments are now being called 
into question. Are they elit-
ists? Why can’t they spread 
their money around so we 
are one city?

That is an argument 
I do not want to engage in. 

I applaud the work these 
groups have done and I 
wish we had some things 
like that in Queens.

But, first, Mr. Mayor, 
we need a new Parks com-
missioner and, as I write 
this, there is none in sight. 
We need someone with the 
ability and vision to see 
that all New Yorkers need 
as many greenspaces as 
possible, be they parks, sit-
ting areas, community gar-
dens, etc.

We need a unifying 
figure who can build on 
the wonderful work of the 

department in the past few 
decades. We need someone 
who can get people to help 
keep their environments 
green.

I will continue my 
thoughts about greening 
Queens in the next column. 
Meanwhile, like all of us, 
I look for the first signs of 
spring.

Finally, a kind of “so-
ciological” comment.

Many years ago, when 
I was a City College stu-
dent, I wrote a paper about 
the British General Strike 
of 1926. It is a fascinating 
story and includes Winston 
Churchill — in not the best 
role of his life — among 
many others. Look it up.

To do the research, I 
spent many hours in the 
newspaper division of the 
New York Public Library. I 

was able to read the actual 
paper copies of the British 
papers of the day.

One of the things I took 
away from that research 
was that, before the strike, 
the manner of political 
change in Britain meant 
that the new leaders of the 
country did not simply 
throw out or condemn the 
work of their predecessors.  
They did not blame the past 
for the problems of the day.

In our Tale of Two Cit-
ies, I have yet to figure out 
which is London and which 
is Paris. Maybe I will un-
derstand when I see a guil-
lotine or someone feverish-
ly knitting in its shadow.

Meanwhile, I would 
hope that all of us want and 
work for one New York, and 
that we get greener by the 
day.

COLUMNS

When we come down to it, Forest, 
Flushing Meadows Corona and Kissena 

parks and a few others do not make 
Queens the greenest borough.

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

■

Harry Belafonte waves as he is introduced before receiving an 
honorary doctor of music degree. AP Photo/Michael Dwyer
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n his first 100 days in of-
fice, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio has quickly and suc-
cessfully started to push 

much of his progressive 
agenda in education, hous-
ing and paid sick leave.

He also had to contend 
with an unusually large 
amount of snow, and there 
have been some hiccups 
plowing certain neighbor-
hoods and deciding wheth-
er to cancel school on one 
tough snow day.

But in the past few 
weeks, de Blasio has faced 
his most serious politi-
cal challenge: how to deal 
with the expanding charter 
school movement and what 
to do with its incredibly 
hard-charging leader, Eva 
Moskowitz.

The mayor and 
Moskowitz have a history 

together: They were col-
leagues on the City Council 
a decade ago and by most 
accounts they did not see 
eye to eye on many things, 
particularly education is-
sues. When de Blasio ran for 
speaker in 2005, Moskowitz 
did not support him.

After de Blasio was 
elected city public advo-
cate, Moskowitz took on 
public education by found-
ing a large charter school 
network, Success Academy. 
She has opened more than 
20 schools around the city, 
in mostly low-income neigh-
borhoods, and according to 
school assessment exams 
most of her students are 
thriving compared to those 
in regular public schools.

Moskowitz and her 
schools were treated well 
by former city Schools 
Chancellors Joel Klein and 
Dennis Walcott, and she 
was able to expand quite 
quickly. The tabloid news-
papers have made her the 
public face of the charter 
movement, while their edi-
torials lavish praise on her 
and charter schools in gen-

eral quite frequently.
So when the new may-

or and the chancellor ap-
proved 15 of the 18 charter 
schools the previous ad-
ministration had approved 

— with three rejections 
 from Moskowitz’s Success 
network — Eva and the tab-
loids pounced on de Blasio 
and painted him as “anti-
charter.”

Then Moskowitz as-
sembled more than 10,000 
of her students and their 
parents and bused them to 
Albany. They staged a rau-
cous rally that brought out 

the usually reclusive Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, who voiced 
his support for charters 
and not too subtly dissed 
the new mayor.

Just up the road was de 
Blasio and about 1,000 sup-
porters of his pre-K tax, but 
their rally was upstaged by 
the large charter group be-
ing heartily welcomed by 
the powerful governor.

One thing is certain: 
de Blasio will have a well-
financed, well-organized 
and tenacious adversary 
if he tries to diminish the 
expanding charter school 
movement. And the ever-
tenacious Moskowitz will 
use this issue as a platform 
and wedge as she positions 
herself as an insurgent 
mayoral candidate in 2017 
against de Blasio.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

 
May the luck of the Irish 
be with you — particu-
larly this coming March 
17, when the world will 

celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, 
more commonly known to 
the Irish as St. Paddy’s Day. 
(Not “St. Patty’s Day,” as it 
is often mistakenly called 
in the United States).

 St. Patrick’s Day is the 
one national holiday that 
is celebrated in more coun-
tries around the world than 
any other. St. Patrick’s Day 
is a reason for everyone to 
harness any Irishness in 
them and proudly recognize 
this heritage. Of course, 

this day is not only a day 
to confirm and commemo-
rate an Irish identity, but to 
honor the man behind the 
date: St. Patrick, one of Ire-
land’s patron saints.

 So who is the man 
behind the green beer and 
memorabilia? The story of 
St. Patrick is shrouded in 
myth and legend. St. Pat-
rick was born in Britain in 
or around 390. At 16 he was 
taken to Ireland as a slave, 
where he tended sheep in 
the mountainous Irish 
countryside.

 Six years later, St. 
Patrick fled back to Britain 
but later in life returned to 
Ireland as a missionary. It 
is said that he was a promi-
nent figure in converting 
the Irish people to Christi-
anity. The legend goes that 
St. Patrick also drove all 
the snakes out of Ireland.

 But considering the 

damp climate and icy wa-
ters, Ireland probably nev-
er had any and the snakes 
are more likely a metaphor 
for pagans. It is said that 
St. Patrick used the sham-
rock, a three-leaf clover, 
to teach the Holy Trinity: 
three leaves representing 
the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.

 Not only is the sham-
rock now a symbol of the 
Catholic Holy Trinity, but 
it has become a registered 
trademark of the Republic 
of Ireland. Today, people 
wear the shamrock on their 
breast on St. Patrick’s Day 
in honor of the saint and 
the Emerald Isle.

 For more than 250 
years, in the world’s biggest 
of St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tions, people have marched 
up Manhattan’s Fifth Av-
enue. This year will be no 
different with an approxi-

mate turnout of 2 million 
spectators, including many 
people wearing green from 
Queens.

 The Irish Taoiseach 
 Enda Kenny will be march-
ing in the parade March 17. 
He will also visit Boston and 
Washington, D.C., where he 
will present President Ba-
rack Obama with the bowl 
of shamrocks, as is tradi-
tion for the Irish taoiseach 
and American president on 
this important day.

 In fact, only one Irish 
senior government minis-
ter will remain in Ireland 

on this day, as 28 Irish 
government ministers will 
travel all over the world to 
celebrate this day with the 
many pockets of Irish peo-
ple living in every corner of 
the globe.

 St. Patrick’s Day is 
a day to celebrate the one 
thing we possibly all share: 
a sense of Irishness and 
Irish heritage.

 As an “off-the-boat” 
Irish girl myself, let me 
share with you some Irish 
sayings that you can use to 
impress on the day:

• Dia duit! (pronounced 

“djiah gwich”): Hello!
• Sláinte! (pronounced 

“sloyn-cheh”): Cheers!
• Lá fhéile Pádraig sona 

duit! (pronounced “law ale-
yeh Pawd-rig sunna ditch”): 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

• Ádh na nÉireannach. 
(pronounced “awe nah nay-
ron-okh”): luck of the Irish.

• Pionta Guinness, le do 
thoil. (pronounced “pyun-
tah Guinness, leh duh huh-
il”): A pint of Guinness, 
please.

Finally, since it is not 
uncommon for people to go 
to an Irish pub after the pa-
rade:

• Cá mbeidh tú ag 
fliuchadh na seamr ige? 
(pronounced “caw meg too 
egg flyuh-ka nah sham-roh-
ih-geh”): Where will you 
be wetting the shamrock? 
(“Wetting the shamrock” 
means “going for a drink.”)

De Blasio faces uphill battle over charter schools treatment

Life of Irish St. Patrick shrouded in myth and legend

Mayor Bill de Blasio listens while city Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña speaks during a news confer-
ence. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Laura
Rahill

■

Remember 
the Date

St. Patrick’s Day is the one national 
holiday that is celebrated in more 

countries around the world than any 
other.

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Two city councilmen from 
Queens are backing a newly in-
troduced bill that would require 
all community boards in the city 
to provide live webcasts of their 
monthly meetings.

Councilmen Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) and Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) have both 
pledged their support for the bill, 
but both agree there are flaws 
that need to be worked out before 
the idea can become a reality. The 
legislation was introduced into 
the Council Feb. 4 and was imme-
diately referred to the Committee 
on Technology, which held a hear-
ing Feb. 24 to hear testimony.

One of the biggest concerns 
brought up by several people who 
spoke at the hearing, including 
Manhattan Borough President 
Gale Brewer, was about the costs 
involved with broadcasting meet-
ings through a live web stream. 
Brewer said that while she sup-
ported the idea, she questioned 
how realistic it would be for small 
community boards to afford the 

equipment and the labor to make 
the webcast happen.

“The issues faced by small 
agencies are even more serious 
for community boards, who have 
tiny budgets, few staff and ever-
changing meeting rooms which 
make webcasting difficult,” she 
said. “I would hope that any 
requirement that community 
boards broadcast their meetings 

include a strong financial com-
mitment to assist them with pur-
chasing equipment and learning 
how to adequately record and up-
load the proceedings.”

Weprin, who serves on the 
technology committee, said he 
thinks the bill is a good idea and 
would encourage people to be-
come more involved in their lo-
cal government, but he said the 

Council does recognize the need 
for assistance if it were to pass.

“Most people are interested 
in what’s discussed at commu-
nity boards but don’t have time to 
go to meetings,” Weprin said. “I 
think it would be very helpful for 
the public to see the community 
board in action. People have more 
respect for what government does 
when they see it.”

Weprin said the technology 
committee was supportive of the 
bill but has not yet begun discuss-
ing specifics, such as who will 
pay for the filming and how it 
will be set up. Koo, one of seven 
sponsors of the legislation, also 
said he thinks the bill would al-
low busy community members 
to participate in meetings, which 

would also be archived and stored 
online to be watched after the live 
webcast has ended.

“The idea is good because 
these boards are the basic form of 
democracy in communities now 
but, of course, with anything we 
do, we need funding,” Koo said. 
“The idea is to move forward first 
and have this approved and then 
we’ll have another meeting to see 
if we can find additional fund-
ing.”

Documents from the Feb. 
24 hearing on the bill show that 
some individuals testified in fa-
vor of the bill, including some 
community board members who 
said they support the idea of 
broadcasting full meetings but 
agree that monetary help would 
be needed in order to do so. We-
prin said he thinks the bill has 
gotten a good level of support from 
the Council so far, and he hopes 
Mayor Bill de Blasio will endorse 
it as it progresses, no matter how 
slowly.

“Government doesn’t always 
move quickly, but this is an idea 
whose time has come,” he said.

City Councilmen Peter Koo (l.) and Mark Weprin (r.) have pledged their support 
for a bill that would require community boards city-wide to provide a live web-
cast of all full board meetings.

Councilmen back bill to webcast CB meetings

Christ the King Honored by Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue,  
Middle Village, New York 11379
(718) 366-7400

Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 
is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda 
Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, 
Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio honored Christ the 

King High School at a special ceremony in 

recognition of its efforts as the leading Catholic 

high school in the Brooklyn/Queens Diocese for 

blood donations. 

Christ the King High School is the #1 Catholic 

high school in the Brooklyn Queens Diocese to 

donate blood and, in turn, help those in need.  

Last year, Christ the King donated 287 pints of 

blood. 

Through our partnership with the New York 

Blood Center, Christ the King has been able 

to positively impact the lives of more than 800 

patients in need.  

CK President, Michael Michel stated, “I want to 

thank everyone who donated blood and those 

who volunteered for this important community 

event.  The CK Community has proven once again 

its commitment to Faith, Academic Achievement 

and Service to the Community.  This is truly a 

great achievement.”  

“Save the date for CK’s next Blood Drive on 

Wednesday, April 16th from 8:00AM to 2:00PM.  

Come out and help us break our own record,” 

concluded Mr. Michel. 

For more information on the event, contact Alice 

Wenz at (718) 366-7400, Ext. #244. 

About Christ the King Regional High School

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/.  Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

The idea is good 
because these boards 
are the basic form of 

democracy now.
City Councilman Peter Koo
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for purchases made 2/1/14 – 3/31/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form 
of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Energy efficient and fashionable.
Vignette® Modern Roman Shades insulate your windows  
to help keep your home warmer in winter, cooler in summer.  
Intelligent choice. Ask for details.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The owner of a gov-
ernment-funded Flushing 
pre-school pleaded guilty 
last week to participating 
in a fraud scheme in which 
he used public money in-
tended for special needs 
children for his personal 
use, the U.S. attorney in 
Manhattan said.

Cheon Park, 46, of 
Manhasset, L.I., received 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in misdirected 
funds after illegally billing 
the state and city for expen-
ditures at Bilingual SEIT 
& Preschool Inc., a school 
that offered preschool pro-
grams and special educa-
tion services, according to 
U.S. Attorney Preet Bha-
rara’s office.

Park’s school, which 
was at 150-07 Northern 
Blvd., came under scrutiny 
in 2012 when state Comp-
troller Thomas DiNapoli 

released an audit showing 
$1.5 million of the school’s 
funding had been improp-
erly used to pay employees 
inflated salaries and to buy 
items that were never used 
in the school.

Park pleaded guilty to 
one count of mail fraud last 
Friday. He is scheduled to 
be sentenced July 29 and 
could face up to 20 years in 
prison.

The audit showed Park 
billed the state for a num-
ber of personal expenses, 
including a children’s bed-
room set that featured two 
white, antique-finished 
night stands listed at $1,006 
and two bedroom lamps 
with petite silk shades 
that cost $261. He also used 
$186,819 in tax-dollar funds 
to rent three buildings un-
related to the school, $60,280 
for leases on three cars and 
$22,347 in interest expenses 
for his ex-wife’s loan.

DiNapoli also found 

Park had used $233,368 to 
pay 26 employees whose 
time and attendance could 
not be substantiated. The 
school paid Park’s ex-wife 
a salary of $369,081 over 
two years as Bilingual 
SEIT’s assistant executive 
director, but she actually 
performed the services of a 

payroll specialist, the audit 
said.

DiNapoli’s office de-
termined her salary should 
be reduced by $107,380 over 
that time period.

The school also de-
prived tax authorities of a 
significant amount of rev-
enue by listing top officials 

of the school, as well as 
certain other staff, as inde-
pendent contractors rather 
than as employees, the au-
dit said.

After the comptroller’s 
report was released, the city 
Department of Education 
soon canceled its funding 
for the school, which closed 
its doors that September.

“Park blatantly en-
riched himself to the tune 
of millions of dollars and 
deprived children with 
physical, developmental 
and emotional disabilities 
of the help they need,” Di-
Napoli said in a statement.

DiNapoli forwarded 
his findings to the Queens 
district attorney’s office, 
which then assisted Bhara-
ra’s office in the subsequent 
investigation.

Investigators found 
Park also received kick-
backs from individuals he 
paid who performed little 
or no work for the school, 

according to the criminal 
complaint filed by Bhara-
ra’s office.

At Park’s request, 
these individuals kicked 
back as much as 50 percent 
of their fraudulent salaries 
to him, the complaint said.

From 2005-12, Bilin-
gual SEIT received approx-
imately $94.5 million in fed-
eral, state and city funds, 
according to the complaint, 
during which time Park 
falsely represented the 
amount of compensation 
the school was giving its 
employees on financial 
statements.

He also arranged to 
have the school pay for his 
children’s tutoring, paid 
his ex-wife and ex-sister-
in-law for work they never 
performed and even had a 
Bilingual SEIT employee 
come to clean his home 
twice a week, the complaint 
said.

Cheon Park, owner of Bilingual SEIT (pictured), pleaded guilty to 
committing mail fraud.

Owner of closed Flushing preschool pleads guilty to fraud
Cheon Park diverted funds intended for special needs children for own personal use: US Attorney

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364

Come Home to College!

qcc.cuny.edu/admissions

Make up, catch up & get ahead on your  
college degree this summer.

S u m m e r  S e s s i o n  
at

Q ueen sb or o u g h

Over 100 courses offered

Sessions starting  
June 2 and July 7, 2014



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 14-20, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
19

BT

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
An outbreak of a rare 

disease has infected at 
least 41 people citywide, in-
cluding three from Queens, 
whose skin came into con-
tact with live or raw fish 
that was purchased at sea-
food markets in the city’s 
Chinatowns.

The city Department 
of Health issued a warning 
last week about the bacte-
ria, Mycobacterium mari-
num, which enters the body 
through cuts or scrapes 
when seafood is handled.

“It’s a bacteria found 
around fish or other aquat-
ic animals and is usually 
an opportunistic infec-
tion,” said Dr. Danny Fong, 
a Manhattan hand surgeon 
who first alerted the city to 
the outbreak. “When people 
are cleaning fish or they 
buy fish from the market 
and get pierced by bones, 
the spine of the fish or lob-
ster bones, it allows for the 
bacteria to get in.”

Fong first realized the 
problem could be serious 
when he started finding 
multiple cases of the infec-
tion since August. He said 
he usually only finds one 
case every year or two.

“I started keeping 
lists when I saw too many 
cases,” he said. “We started 
seeing more and more of 
these cases.”

The infection usually 
starts with an abscess or a 
boil on a hand or limb and 
slowly spreads. It can be 
treated with antibiotics, 
but if left too long it can 
damage muscle tissue and 
tendons and can require 
surgery, Fong said.

Fong found 15 people 
with the infection since 
August and reported his 
findings to the DOH, which 
then discovered another 26 
cases in the last few weeks.

Three of the confirmed 
cases were in Queens, DOH 
officials said.

Dr. Sherry Li, a derma-
tologist whose practice is 
in Flushing, said she found 
two of the cases.

Her patients were both 
preparing fish to eat when 
they got cut.

The DOH has not been 
able to determine why the 
infection has only affected 
people who bought seafood 
from Chinese markets.

“If you have a lot of 
fish tanks getting infected 
and if they don’t clean the 
fish tank properly, it will 
spread quickly,” Li said.

Employees at Lida 
Seafood, a fish market in 
Flushing, said news of the 
outbreak has not affected 
their sales but has changed 
the way they handle fish.

“After I read the news, 
I said to the workers who 
handle the fish that they 
must wear gloves,” said 
Kathleen Chen, who works 
as a bookkeeper for the fish 
market.

Chen said she thought 
the outbreak could be con-
nected to the way the Chi-
nese prepare seafood.

“Chinese people love to 
eat live fish, so they’re sold 
in live waters,” she said.

A DOH spokesman 
said the agency is currently 
investigating to determine 
whether specific markets 
are at risk or if a specific 

seafood has caused the out-
break.

Outbreaks of the infec-
tion are extremely rare and 
there has never been one in 
New York City before, the 
spokesman said.

DOH officials are rec-
ommending people use 
protective gloves while 
handling or preparing live 
or raw seafood. There has 
been no evidence that eat-
ing the bacteria will cause 
infection, DOH officials 
said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

The Mycobacterium marinum causes infection after it enters the 
skin through a cut or other injury while victim handles live or raw 
fish. The infection starts as a boil or abscess and slowly moves to 
deeper tissue. Photo courtesy Department of Health

Seafood infection snags 
Flushing markets: City Play   

    Dine&
ON US!  
Join Today & Earn FREE Play
 

 

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in free 

play and a $10 dining voucher. 
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up 

and redeem for your rewards!

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in freemember and receive $15 in free

play and a $10 dining voucher.
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up

em for your rewards!

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY.

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

Simply earn 25 points 
and redee

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take     or Q37.  
Locate Your Free Shuttle: www.RWRedExpress.com

The city Department of Health 
issued a warning about 
an outbreak of the infec-
tion in seafood markets in 
the city’s Chinatowns. 

Photo courtesy 
Department of Health

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

SAVE THIS ADSAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING

Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

Sale valid March 1st to March 31st, 2014

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or

FREE
in Home

Estimates

GOT LEAKS? • WATER DAMAGE? • DRAFTS?
Free Energy Audit and Leak Detection Available

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL & FIBERGLASS
DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

TL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$69900$81500
REG.

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

$149900

ON SALE

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

$18900
REG.

$39900

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
      Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door knob/Dead Bolt

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

COUPON

NO
SALES
TAX!

GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7'

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$39900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$58900$63900

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$18900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

BASEMENT
SLIDERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors 
& Sizes available

37500
Entire House as low as

Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON

COUPON

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP MOULDING 
AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131
BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.

Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 
• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)

N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.

Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A historic church in down-
town Flushing received some re-
lief last week from heavy bus traf-
fic that has burdened it for years.

State Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing) announced the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Author-
ity agreed to divert two bus routes 
from around St. George’s Episco-
pal Church, which is wedged be-
tween 38th and 39th avenues on 
Main Street.

“This is one of the most sym-
bolic churches in New York City, 
and the fact we have buses block-
ing the entrance of this church 
was simply unacceptable,” Kim 
told reporters outside the church, 
where he was flanked by other 
elected officials and community 
leaders.

The MTA’s plan calls for the 
Q17 and Q27 to change their turn-
around routes in the hope this 
will alleviate the church’s traffic 
problems. These two buses will 
now turn around on streets on the 
opposite side of Main Street.

Three other buses will still 

use the church’s adjacent streets 
to turn around, but they do not 
run as frequently as the Q17 and 
Q27.

“The community requested 
the MTA study on how to decrease 
the number of buses stopping 
near the church,” MTA spokes-
man Kevin Ortiz said. “This re-
route does that with minimal in-
convenience to customers.”

For the church’s pastor, the 

Rev. Wilfredo Benitez, this was a 
small victory that did not go far 
enough.

“We want all the buses 
moved as soon as possible,” he 
said. “We’re the only church in 
New York City that has three ac-
tive bus stops in front of it.”

The layover and bus stops 
around the church have prevent-
ed disabled and elderly parishio-
ners from having an easy access 

point where they can be dropped 
off, Benitez said. The church, 
built in 1854, holds services five 
days a week, runs English as a 
Second Language classes and op-
erates a thrift store.

The route changes for the 
Q17 and Q27 will not go into ef-
fect until September, as the MTA 

will have to create new schedules 
for the routes which cannot take 
place until Aug. 31. The city De-
partment of Transportation will 
also need time to remove parking 
from 39th Avenue and 138th Street 
for the new routes, Ortiz said.

As well as being a parking 
headache, the pastor said he has 
also witnessed MTA drivers at 
the end of their route urinating 
on the church’s walls.

“It doesn’t make for a very 
welcoming church when you have 
a urine stench all around it,” he 
said.

Although Benitez said this 
is an ongoing problem, the MTA 
said it has addressed it.

“When we periodically check 
the location, we have found all 
bus operators in full compliance,” 
Ortiz said.

The solution was announced 
as part of Kim’s Clean Flushing 
initiative, a beautification pro-
gram the assemblyman launched 
last year to deal with the neigh-
borhood’s litter and pollution 
problems.

State Assemblyman Ron Kim renews his Clean Flushing initiative in front of St. 
George’s Episcopal Church. Photo by Alex Robinson

MTA to move buses away from Flushing church

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

The MTA has a plan to divert two bus 
routes away from Saint George’s 
Episcopal Church, which has suffered 
through large amounts of bus traffic 
for years. Photo by Alex Robinson
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Double-parkers have 
been warned.

The NYPD has an-
nounced a crackdown on 
double-parking on specific 
streets in the 102nd and 
109th precincts as part of 
a citywide initiative called 
Operation Move Along.

The area being target-
ed in the 109th will be Main 
Street between Northern 
Boulevard and Booth Me-
morial Avenue in Flush-
ing. In the 102nd Precinct, 
officers will be looking for 
double-parkers on Jamaica 
Avenue from Van Wyck Ex-
pressway to Eldert Lane.

In the first two weeks 
of March, officers will be 
distributing fliers to edu-
cate the public about the 
dangers of double-parking.

“When you double-
park, you obstruct the view 
of other drivers, pedestri-
ans and cyclists,” the flier 
said. “Don’t be the cause 
of a collision or injury or 
death to somebody’s loved 

one.”
Double-parkers also 

impede traffic flow and 
increase the chance of col-
lisions, according to the 
flier.

On March 17, the NYPD 
plans to start the enforce-
ment part of the initiative, 
meaning they will be slap-
ping any double-parkers 
they catch with $115 fines.

Operation Move Along 
will run until March 23 and 
is a part of Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s Vision Zero plan, 
an ambitious attempt to 
completely eradicate pedes-
trian deaths in New York 
City.

NYPD declares war 
on double parkers
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Wednesday, 3/12 ��%/�&�034�5/
& Saturday, 3/15 ��%/

A pedestrian tries to cross the 
street in Astoria as cars are 
double-parked.

A Sacred Heart Cub Scout group visited TimesLedger 
Newspapers’ offices March 7 to get a sense of how a news-
room works. The field trip was the last task the cubs need-
ed to achieve before they were awarded a new badge. 

Photo by Alex Robinson
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Magazine Names

One of the Top 35 
   Music Business Programs 

     in the United States 

Saturday, March 15 at 1 pm

for High School and College Students & Adults
Classes Offered in Audio Recording, Music, 

 Music Business, Theatre & Private Music Lessons
  Classes start in March, call now for a brochure!

Saturday Seminars “New” “New” 
& Workshops

w/coupon, exp. 3-30-14

NO-LINE BIFOCALS 
Progressive Lenses 

w/Frames

$9999
Exam Extra

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, Union and Insurance Plans.

COMPLETE PAIR 
OF GLASSES

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

w/coupon, exp. 3-30-14

VARILUX 
PROGRESSIVE 

LENSES

$16999*

* From select group of frames. Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, specials, union or insurance plans... 
Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530 30-730 30-430

When you purchase an Eye Exam, 
RECEIVE A FREE EYE EXAM for  

a friend or family member!

LIMITED TIME OFFER

* From select group of frames. Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, specials, union or insurance plans...
Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

BUY 1 GET 1

What Do You Do When You Need A Doctor??

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans, All United Health Plans 
except Community, All Oxford Plans except Mosaic Plan 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, 
HIP, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet, Guardian, 

Magnacare, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include
 Treatment Of Cuts  Burns  Abscesses 

 Orthopedic Care of Sprains  Fractures  Sports & Work Injuries 
 X-Rays  Suturing  Splinting And Much More

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

www.fi rstmedny.com

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

FIRST+MED 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL CARE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
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New York Hospital 
Queens launched a Chinese 
lecture series this week 
to educate the community 
about a range of health top-
ics.

The Flushing hospital, 
at 56-45 Main St., will host 
its first talk Saturday at 10 
a.m. about pregnancy and 
baby delivery.

“We hope to bring 
people to our hospital to 
learn about all different 
aspects of disease process-
ing and prevention. We will 
introduce all the hospital’s 
resources in case anybody 
needs medical treatment 

and attention,” said Dr. Da-
vid Chiang, an attending 
physician who will be de-
livering the first talk.

Chiang’s lecture will 
be followed by a talk about 
breast-feeding by lactation 
specialist Mei Wu.

The lecture series was 
started to provide new im-
migrants in the communi-
ty with health information 
and to make them aware 
of the hospital’s resources, 
Chiang said.

The lectures will cover 
a different topic every week 
and will be followed by a 
question-and-answer ses-
sion. The talks will be given 
in the hospital’s Lang Audi-

torium and registration is 
not required to attend.

They will take place 
the second Saturday of ev-
ery month and are free and 
open to the public.

“This is a good start for 
the hospital and the com-
munity and shows the hos-
pital is very interested in 
working with the Chinese 
community to create a win-
win situation for people so 
they can take good care of 
themselves healthwise,” 
Chiang said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Four people escaped 
injury Monday morning 
after an electrical spark 
caused a fire to break out in 
the basement of a Bayside 
home, the FDNY said.

Firefighters arrived 
at a home on 41st Avenue at 
the corner of 210th Street, 
at 10 a.m., just a few min-
utes after receiving a call 
about smoke and flames in 
the basement of the two-
family residence. Firefight-
ers worked for about 25 
minutes before the fire was 
under control, according to 
the FDNY.

A fire official at the 
scene said the fire most 
likely broke out after a nat-
ural gas leak was ignited by 
an electrical spark. Most of 
the damage was contained 
in the basement where the 
transformer box was, but 
the Fire Department said 
the first floor suffered some 
smoke damage.

Jason Diamond, who 
lives with his son on the 
main floor of the house, 
said he was in the kitchen 
when he started hearing 
popping noises coming 

from under the stairs that 
lead to the basement, where 
the gas and power switches 
are.

“I went down and 
looked and saw flames,” 
he said. “I grabbed my son, 
yelled ‘fire’ and called the 
Fire Department.”

The building’s two 
upstairs tenants were also 
home at the time of the fire, 
but both were able to escape 
after hearing Diamond yell 
for them to get out of the 
house.

Diamond also said 
one of his neighbors is a 
firefighter who was home 

when the flames broke out 
and ran to help him and 
the other tenants when he 
heard what was happening. 
Diamond said the neighbor 
came inside and closed all 
the doors and windows in 
order to keep the flames 
contained to the basement.

The Fire Department 
said none of the four resi-
dents needed medical atten-
tion as a result of the fire. 

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Smoke pours out of the first floor as firefighters prepare to head 
inside. Photo by Christina Santucci

NYHQ bridges gap for Chinese 
immigrants with lecture series

Fire sparked by gas leak 
damages Bayside home STOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.
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Photos by Ken Maldonado 

Photos by Caroll Alvarado

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Steven Malecki
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

It was 1956 and Los 
Angles was shutting down 
its famous Pacific Electric 
Red Cars rail system while 
Kansas City sold its street 
cars to a Belgian company.

In many smaller cit-
ies, bus systems barely 
survived. The Salina, Kan., 
bus company appealed 
at bus stops to motorists, 
“Please don’t pick up people 
waiting here. They are our 
customers.”

City dwellers in the 
millions fell in love with 
the car and moved to the 
suburbs.

But 58 years have 
passed and public trans-
portation is making a 
comeback.

The American Public 
Transportation Associa-
tion reported that in 2013 
Americans took more trips 
on public transportation 
than any time since Dwight 

Eisenhower was president.
The APTA reported 

that Americans took 10.7 
billion trips on public 
transportation, the highest 
annual public transit rider-
ship since 1956.

“There is a fundamen-
tal shift going on in the way 
we move about our commu-
nities,” said Michael Mela-
niphy, chairman of the 
APTA.

Melaniphy said the 
change did not come over-
night but rather has been 
edging upward, particular-
ly in the last 10 years.

“This is a long-term 

trend. This is not just a 
blip,” he said.

“Access to public trans-
portation matters” Melani-
phy said. “More and more 
people value living close to 
a transit line. Community 
leaders know that public 
transportation investment 
drives community growth 
and economic revitaliza-
tion.”

Melaniphy said it was 
not that Americans have 
abandoned their cars, but 
“it’s that they now have 
options as to how they get 
around.”

Americans took more trips on public transportation last year than 
any time since Dwight Eisenhower was president.

Public transit makes comeback
as Americans return in droves

The Calvary@Home Nurse.
The same world-renowned compassion and care

right in your very own home.
Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most important 
decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a century, Calvary 
Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain management and 
emotional comfort to patients suffering from advanced cancer and other 
chronic and acute terminal illnesses. The same Calvary discipline of 
unique compassion and care is also provided by our home care and 
hospice teams right in your very own home or select nursing homes. It’s 
called Calvary@Home. Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home 
is considered one of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for 
your patient, but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s 
another reason why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life 
Continues. Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

tient Services

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org

BY SHANICE PUNNETT

Jamaica Library has 
invited the community to 
celebrate Women’s History 
Month this March, so join 
it as it commemorates note-
worthy women throughout 
history with films, music 
and entertainment for all 
ages.

Events began March 6 
and continue with Alessan-
dra Belloni, international-
ly renowned Italian singer 
and percussionist, Sunday 
between 2p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
Families are welcome to at-
tend.

On March 20, there 
will be a film screening of 
“All About Eve” (1950) for 
adults, featuring actress 
Bette Davis between 2 p.m. 
and 4:30 p.m.

Queens Library Di-
rector of Communications 
Joanne King said Women’s 

History Month is celebrated 
annually and has increased 
in popularity.

“Women’s history is 
becoming an important 
part of American history,” 
she said.

When asked about 
turnout for the previous 
events, she said, “It was 
good. Customers are usu-
ally very interested and 
attendance has skyrock-
eted.”

On March 22 between 
1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m, fami-
lies can join Joy Kelly and 
Christine Campbell for 
songs and melodies written, 
performed and inspired by 
women throughout history.

The final event will be 
a film screening of “Cha-
rade” (1963), featuring 
actress Audrey Hepburn, 
March 27 between 2 p.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.

King said the library 
hosts these events because 
it likes to combine commu-
nity, education and discus-
sion.

“It stimulates dialogue 
and creates awareness,” 
she said.

She believes the li-
brary will continue to have 
events like this in the fu-
ture, as it has done so every 
year for the past 17 years.

All events will be 
held at the Queens Central 
Library, at 89-11 Merrick 
Blvd. in Jamaica.

For more information 
about programs, services, 
locations, events and news, 
visit queenslibrary.org or 
call 718-990-0700.

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545

Queens Library to celebrate 
women’s history with events

Continued on Page 36
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ASIA BANK, N. A.

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
Owner-occupied and investment properties

Repayment terms to 25 years

Other Secured Business Loan Products Also Available

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR CREDIT SOLUTION!!!

LOAN CENTER 
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  

 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com

www.asiabank-na.com 

Over 85 Years of Quality 
Eyecare & Eyewear

Over eighty years ago, 
our founder, Jack Cohen, pi-
oneered a new philosophy in 
the retail eyewear business. 
His vision was that every-
one who needed prescription 
eyeglasses wanted to look 
better, see better, and feel 
better about themselves.

With this in mind, fash-
ion eyewear (today known 
as designer eyewear) was 
introduced into the market. 
Providing the best qual-
ity products, the finest cus-
tomer service and the great-
est product value were also 
key characteristics of this 
new concept.

So, in 1927, Cohen’s be-
gan to sell fashion eyewear 
from a pushcart among 
New York’s famous Orchard 
Street merchants.

This “ahead of its time” 
optical retail concept was 

immediately successful and 
quickly grew into a store-
front operation on the cor-
ner of Orchard and Delancey 
Streets, featuring the only 
fashion eyewear to be found 
in New York. Cohen’s Fash-
ion Optical quickly became 
a New York City retail land-
mark.

Today, there are over one 
hundred Cohen’s Fashion 
Optical stores in major malls 
and convenient city locations 
located in seven eastern sea-
board states and Puerto 
Rico. True to our founding 
philosophy, we continue to 
offer you and your family 
the latest designer eyewear, 

lifestyle and hi-tech lenses, 
contact lenses, fashion ac-
cessories and eye exams.

As the optical market 
continues to grow, we strive 
to service the market place 
with innovative products 
and ideas. With a strong be-
lief that eyewear is the first 
noticed, most important ac-
cessory in a person’s ward-
robe, Cohen’s offers eyewear 
for the way you live, work 
and play.

Sunglasses are an im-
portant fashion accessory 
that are worn year-round 

and are available in both 
prescription and non-
prescription. Sunglasses 
enhance your sports per-
formance and leisure ac-
tivities. Cohen’s offers po-
larized sunglasses to filter 
out reflective glare, so you 
can see better while driv-
ing, and participating in 
water and snow sports. 
The right sunglasses ex-
press who you are and fit 
your active lifestyle.

Our optical quality 
sunglasses provide 100% 
protection against harm-
ful ultra-violet (UV) rays. 

While at the beach, safety 
and oversized sunglasses 
provide extra coverage 
around your eyes to help 
prevent premature sun 
damage. Contact lenses 
make your eyes more sen-
sitive to light, so wear 
sunglasses for comfort. 
Cohen’s has the perfect eye-
wear for the way you live, 
work and play. See a few of 
our designer brands.

To get the latest news 
on fashion sunglasses, 
check out our Cohen’s 
Fashion Optical Blog on 
WordPress.com.



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND      AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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BY BILL PARRY
An anti-gentrifica-

tion banner found hang-
ing along the front of the 
doomed 5Pointz warehouse 
on Jackson Avenue in Long 
Island City did not faze the 
building’s owner, Jerry 
Wolkoff.

“I have nothing against 
it. I just didn’t understand 
it,” he said. “What, did they 
think they were hurting 
me?”

Two street artists from 
Brooklyn, known only as 
gilf! and BAMN ( By Any 
Means Necessary) put up 
the banner Sunday morn-
ing. Fashioned after yel-
low caution tape found at 
construction sites, the ban-
ner read “Gentrification 
in Progress” in bold black 
letters.

“It’s a conversation 
starter,” gilf! said. “I under-
stand the need for housing, 
but at what cost? We don’t 
have to destroy years and 
years of graffiti and hip-hop 
culture for another soulless 
glass structure. There’s got 
to be a better way.”

Wolkoff thought the 
banner’s message was a 
positive one.

“I don’t take it as a 
negative because it’s true 
— gentrification is in prog-
ress,” he said. “I’m going to 
change the whole neighbor-
hood and make it great.”

He said the new popu-
lation that moves into the 
two high-rise towers he will 
build will transform the 
area and make the neigh-
borhood businesses thrive. 
But first he has to tear 
down the building, at 22-44 
Jackson Ave., which was 
known around the world as 
5Pointz, the graffiti mecca, 
for the last 20 years.

An asbestos abatement 
project inside the block-long 
complex is nearly finished 
and, contrary to rumor, 
Wolkoff said it was being 
done by union workers.

“There are two differ-
ent unions. I chose one and 
the other one is upset about 
it,” Wolkoff said.

He went with Local 

12A instead of Local 78 and 
Wolkoff believes that is 
where the rumor started.

Local 12A President 
Jaime Soto said, “Yeah, it’s 
them because they’re not 
on the job. I’d be saying the 
same thing if Wolkoff was 
using Local 78.”

Several calls to Local 
78 were not returned.

Wolkoff said the as-
bestos abatement should 
be finished in two weeks 
and then he can apply for 
the demolition permit so he 
can tear down the building, 
making way for the 1,049-
unit residential towers.

“We’re not stopping. 
I can’t wait to get into the 
ground and get these build-
ings started,” Wolkoff said.

Wolkoff got the green 
light from a Brooklyn fed-
eral judge in November and 
then enraged the artists 
community by whitewash-
ing the 350 graffiti murals 
under the cover of dark-
ness. The last of the artists, 
Meres One, closed his office 
and left when his lease ex-
pired Dec. 1.

But still the tourists 
come. On Friday, New Zea-

lander Lee Farrell climbed 
down from the roof on a 
rusted fire escape.

“Any idea how to get 
into the building, mate?” 
he asked.

The 29-year-old back-
packer had just flown in 
from Berlin, where the 
street-art scene is still 
thriving.

“They all talked about 
5Pointz, so I had to see it. I 
had no idea the graffiti was 
covered over and the build-
ing is coming down,” Far-
rell said. “At least I had a 
great view of the city from 
the roof.”

When told of the visi-
tor, Wolkoff said, “Maybe I 
better take down those fire 
escapes before someone 
gets hurt.”

He added that he has 
people keeping an eye on 
the complex, but he does 
not have security guards 
on-site.

“I have it fenced off 
and locked up,” he said. “I 
don’t need security because 
there’s nothing in there. 
What are they going to 
steal, a doorknob?”

The sign hung on 5Pointz reads “Gentrification in Progress.” 
Photo by Bill Parry

5Pointz owner defends 
move to gentrify area

NO REFERRALS 
NEEDED!

We are conveniently located in 
Queens, Brooklyn and 

Manhattan

DO YOU SUFFER 
FROM:

 

ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

CALL US TODAY  
TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT
Office: (646) 620-6485  
or (718) 724-4388 for Spanish

i~Pain
A backpacker from New Zealand visits 5Points expecting to see a 
graffiti mecca, not a whitewashed shell awaiting demolition. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Few bars advertise their 
services with beverages flying 
through the air or accessories 
catching fire.

But that is how Rogue’s 
Magic Bar made its foray in Rego 
Park.

Roger “Rogue” Quan gave 
the watering hole’s first perfor-
mance Feb. 28, beckoning a crowd 
by turning a rainbow scarf into a 
black shawl with a shimmy and 
extinguishing a flaming stick in 
his mouth.

Spectators scrambled to snap 
photos and record videos on their 
phone when Rogue held a copy of 
a daily newspaper above a diner’s 
head and poured a bottle of water 
into it. None spilled onto the table 
below.

Rogue, 35, and his fiancée 
Paulina Gonzalez, 27, formally 
opened Rogue’s Magic Bar on the 
second floor of Red Panda Asian 
Bistro, at 92-25 Queens Blvd., last 
Friday.

The Briarwood couple de-

scribe the bar as a Las Vegas-
style venture featuring nightly 
magic shows, bartenders trained 
to perform illusions such as serv-
ing levitating drinks and a slate 
of stiff beverages.

“Every adult has a little 
person inside of them. That’s 
what this is for,” Gonzalez said. 
“It’s bringing a little Vegas to 
Queens.”

Rogue said he has cultivated 
a talented network of comedi-

ans, musicians and magicians 
while hosting weekly shows at 
his Rogue Magic and Funshop in 
Elmhurst.

He plans to tap into that 
scene to keep the crowd coming to 
the stage at Rogue’s Magic Bar.

The couple said Mondays 
would be an open microphone 
night and “talented Tuesdays” 
would reserve the stage for vet-
eran performers.

Rogue’s magic bar would 

host a ladies’ night Thursdays 
and “a freaky” Friday event for 
adults.

On Saturdays, the bar would 
offer family-friendly entertain-
ment. The weekend would con-
clude with barmaids incorpo-
rating magic tricks into dance 
routines Sundays.

“We want to make it a dif-
ferent experience every time you 
come,” Rogue said.

Rogue’s Magic Bar plans to 
keep the enchantment flowing 
from 7 p.m. to 4 a.m. every day but 
Wednesdays.

The drink menu consists of 
$4 to $5 beers and wine for up to 
$7 a glass.

Rogue’s Magic Bar is work-
ing on acquiring its liquor license, 
but has already begun planning a 
cocktail menu.

Gonzalez said she plans 
to serve up rainbow shots that 
change color as the cup is tilted 
and sleeping beauties, a Hpnotiq 
Liqueur beverage with blue liq-
uid on the bottom and pink float-
ing at the top.

Revelers may order a bever-
age named after the master ma-
gician, but the Rogue — a Long 
Island iced tea-inspired mix of 
several liquors topped off with 
flames — is not for the light 
drinker.

“Every kind of liquor you 
can think of, it’s in it,” Gonzalez 
said.

Mixed drinks cost up to $12.

Paulina Gonzalez (c.) and bar staff perform dance routines that incorporate 
magic tricks. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Briarwood couple opens magic bar on Queens Boulevard
 Las Vegas-style venue in Rego Park features tricks, dance performances and theme nights

1-855-444-0777 | 45-07 248th Street, 2nd Floor | Little Neck, NY 11362 | Email: info@lnny.UnitedDentalGroup.com

CROWNS

DENTURES

IMPLANT CROWNS & BRIDGES

IMPLANT DENTURES & MORE

$69 
INITIAL 
EXAM
includes 

cleaning & x-rays

2 IMPLANT
SUPPORTED 

DENTURE
for $5,500

4 IMPLANTS
SUPPORTED OVER 

DENTURES
INCLUDES RELINING, 

LOCATOR & ADJUSTMENTS

for $8,000

FREE
IMPLANT CONSULATATION
with our implant specialized doctor,

JOSEPH H. BANG, DDS
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Prosthodontist/Implantologist

Clinical Professor at Ashman Implant Dept. NYU
Comlumbia University Post Graduate Prosthodontics

Columbia University Advanced Edu. in Implant Dentistry
New York University Implant Fellowship
Academy of Osseointegration Member

American College of Prosthodontists Member

Roger “Rogue” Quan performs mag-
ic at Rogue Magic Bar’s soft opening 
Feb. 28. Photo by Sarina Trangle
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BY SHANICE PUNNETT

The Hindu Parades 
and Festival Committee 
will host its 26th annual 
Phagwah Parade Sunday 
in Richmond Hill.

The parade kicks off at 
12 p.m. and ends at 6 p.m. 
with a concert featuring 
music and cultural perfor-
mances at Phil “Scooter” 
Rizzuto Park on Atlantic 
Avenue between 127th and 
125th streets.Floats will 
leave from 133rd Street and 
Liberty Avenue going west 
on Liberty, then north on 
125th Street to the park.

It is recommended 
that attendees of the an-
nual Indo-Guyanese event 
celebrating South Asian 
culture in the Caribbean 

take public transportation 
since parking is limited in 
the neighborhood.

Organizing secretary 
Roy D. Singh said Mayor 
Bill de Blasio will not be at-
tending this year, but Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz will.

Singh also said a num-
ber of city and state of-
ficials attend every year, 
including City Council 
members Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park), Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
and Ruben Wills (D-Jamai-
ca), state Sens. Joseph Add-
abbo Jr. (D-Howard Beach) 
and James Sanders Jr. (D-
Laurelton), and state As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Little Neck).

Singh said they come 

to the event and genuinely 
have a good time.

“They don’t just come 
for attention,” he said. 
“They usually enjoy them-
selves.”

Joyful participants 
decorate one another with 
colorful dye at the conclu-
sion of the festivities in the 
park, formerly known as 
Smokey Oval Park.

Phagwah, also spelled 
“Phagwa,” is the tradition-
al Hindu festival of spring. 
It is known as Holi in In-
dia, and there Hindus have 
celebrated it as the victory 
of good over evil for thou-
sands of years. Traditional-
ly, Hindus wear white and 
throw a liquid called abeer 
on each other.

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras’ (D-East 
Elmhurst) fledgling Wom-
en’s Leadership and Em-
powerment Brunch drew 
the star-power of U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) 
Sunday afternoon.

Several dozen small 
business owners joined dis-
trict leaders and PTA mem-
bers at the Transfiguration 
Church of Christ Greek 
Orthodox Church, at 38-05 
98th St., to hear the senator 
speak about several issues 
like universal pre-K, rais-
ing the minimum wage, fi-
nancial and social empow-
erment and pay equity.

“The laws haven’t 
caught up with the times,” 
Gillibrand said. “Women 
now make up 48 percent of 
the workforce. Two-thirds 
of all minimum wage work-
ers are women and half of 
them are college graduates. 
We have to help them maxi-

mize their potential.”
She said three out of 

every 10 families are head-
ed by single mothers who 
face structural impedi-
ments while trying to work 
and raise children at the 
same time because of the 
lack of affordable daycare 
and pre-K.

“Daycare is so expen-
sive at $14,000 a year for 
a 5-year-old, no one on a 
low-wage job can afford it,” 
Gillibrand said.

The senator made a 
case for raising the mini-
mum wage.

 “I know $10.10 an hour 

is still low wage, but it gets 
you above the poverty line. 
If you’re a small business 
owner and you pay a fair 
wage, people will spend 
money at the corner store,” 
Gillibrand said.

The loudest round 
of applause of the session 
greeted the senator when 
she said, “We have to use 
our voices to make sure 
leaders know how impor-
tant these issues are. We 
have to change the agen-
da.”

The senator’s appear-
ance was a boost to Ferre-
ras’ empowerment program 
that began in October 2012 
with then-Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn. Ferreras 
hopes to build the series, 
where she will feature a 
guest speaker at quarterly 
meetings.

In addition to the 
small gatherings, the coun-
cilwoman is starting a You-
Tube channel to reach a 

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (l) joins 
Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras 
(r) at a womens empower-
ment brunch in Corona. 

Photo courtesy Julissa Ferreras

Richmond Hill Phagwah parade 
to welcome Hindu spring Sunday

Sen. Gillibrand pays visit 
to Corona women’s brunch

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Make an appointment to have your child’s car seat checked. 

Get trained on the correct way to install you child’s car seat. 

Saturday, March 15th 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 

Behind the Hospital on 41st Avenue near Baxter Avenue 

No charge 

New York State laws says that all children under the age of 8 must be in the  
proper car seat or booster seat based on their weight and height. 

Most car seats are installed incorrectly and your child is at greater risk for injury. 

A certified child passenger safety technician will assist you on March 15th 

Make an appointment today. Call Mark Hoffacker, Trauma Services Injury      
Prevention Coordinator at (718) 334-2036 to make your appointment. 

Car Seat Safety & Fitting Station 

Continued on Page 36

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A Brooklyn state as-

semblyman has launched a 
new advertising campaign 
to warn Jackson Heights 
residents that there is a for-
mer Nazi prison guard liv-
ing among them.

Dov Hikind’s ads ask 
the question, “Would you 
be a Nazi’s neighbor?”

Hikind, son of Holo-
caust survivors, said his 
campaign was inspired by 
the case of Jakiw Palij, a 
former Nazi prison guard 
from Poland, who lives 
on 89th Street in Jackson 
Heights.

“It isn’t just about Pal-
ij,” Hikind said. “It’s about 
any Nazi war criminal still 
living here and breathing 
our air. It’s a moral issue 
and justice has been de-
layed for a very long time.”

Palij has been in the 
United States for 60 years. 
He was stripped of his 
American citizenship in 
2003 for falsely claiming in 

the 1950s that he worked on 
a farm in Germany during 
World War II.

Immigration Court 
Judge Robert Owens found 
that Palij had worked as a 
guard at the Trawniki la-
bor camp in Poland, where 
more than 6,000 Jews were 
exterminated over the 
course of two days in 1943. 
The massacre formed part 
of the SS’s Operation Har-
vest Festival during which 
42,000 Jews were killed.

Federal prosecutors 
did not directly accuse Palij 
of participating in the mas-
sacre, but said his position 
as a guard made it possible.

“Anyone that worked 
in a concentration camp 
knows what happened 
there. We just want to get 
them out of the country,” 
Hikind said.

Owens ordered Palij 
deported to Ukraine, the 
modern-day home of Palij’s 
village, Paduak, formerly 
part of Poland. The U.S. 
Justice Department has 

tried to deport the retired 
draftsman for more than 
a decade but cannot find a 
country willing to accept 
him.

Asked Wednesday 
morning if he feared 
vigilantism inspired by 
Hikind’s campaign, the 
91-year-old Palij said, “I 
don’t know anything about 
it. I’m old and I’m sick.”

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) supports the cam-
paign, saying, “It’s impor-
tant because his neighbors 
should know that this guy 
is living here. It’s shocking 
to know that he’s living in a 
neighborhood known for its 
tolerance.”

Dromm added that he 
has protested with Yeshiva 
students at the house in the 
past.

“They’ve always been 

very balanced protests, 
never any talk of vigilan-
tism, so no, I don’t fear 
that in Jackson Heights,” 
Dromm said.

Hikind’s ads are ap-
pearing in Jewish newspa-
pers and he wanted them in 
bus stops and subway sta-
tions to raise awareness.

“We’re still waiting to 
hear back from the Transit 
Authority,” he said.

The Simon Weisenthal 
Center estimates that of 
the 3,000 to 5,000 Nazi war 
criminals who came to the 
United States, about 10 per-
cent are still alive.

“That’s an insult to de-
cency and an affront to jus-
tice,” Hikind said. “Worst 
of all, it’s a vile slur to the 
innocent souls of the men, 
women and children that 
were murdered by the Na-
zis.”

Brooklyn Assmblyman Dov Hikind launches an ad cam-
paign inspired by a Nazi still living in Jackson Heights. 

Ad courtesy of Dov Hikind

Hikind targets Nazi living in Jackson Heights
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

TOP COOKIE
Springfield Gardens resident Najah Lorde, 12, be-
came New York City’s top Girl Scout cookie-sell-
er this year after selling 2,833 boxes. Lorde, a sev-
enth-grader at Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy in 
Douglaston, has been a Girl Scout for six years. 

Photo courtesy of Anat Gerstein public relations firm.

“The federal invest-
ment in public transporta-
tion is paying off and that 
is why Congress needs to 
act this year to pass a new 
transportation bill,” Mela-
niphy said.

New York City, where 
all forms of transportation 
operated by the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity were up by 3.6 percent 
last year, leads the nation 
in use of federal transit 
money with construction of 
the Second Avenue subway 
and the East Side Access 
project to bring the Long Is-
land Rail Road into Grand 
Central Terminal.

Transit agencies in 
Los Angeles; Ann Arbor, 
Mich.; Cleveland; Denver; 
New Orleans; Oakland; 
Riverside, Calif.; Salt Lake 
City; Tampa; New York 
City; Pompano Beach, Fla.; 
San Carlos, Calif.; Yuma, 
Ariz.; and Espanola, N.M., 
reported record numbers 
of trips.

wider audience.
”As the representative 

of an extremely diverse dis-
trict that is home to many 
women in leadership, I am 
happy to be able to bring a 
dynamic group of female 
community leaders togeth-
er in one room for an em-
powering discussion,” Fer-
reras said. “Having Sen. 
Gillibrand in attendance 
added to the excitement of 
the event. In the near fu-
ture, I look forward to hav-
ing the opportunity to host 
a women’s empowerment 
brunch on a consistent ba-
sis, featuring guest speak-
ers in leadership that can 
contribute to the women’s 
issues discussion.”

 As part of her remarks, 
Gillibrand addressed Fer-
reras and her newfound 
power as the City Council’s 
chairwoman of the Finance 
Committee. 

“A lot of the issues in-
volving the economy and 
small businesses will go 
through your committee,” 
she said.

Continued from Page 28 

Transit
Continued from Page 34 

Women
changed by the city budget 
and while I commend the 
borough president and her 
staff for their presentation, 
we must make a stronger 
case on disparity,” Iannece 
said. “We generate such a 
big chunk of money to the 

city coffers with real estate 
taxes and all the airport 
revenue, we need to get 
more back.”

Katz broke with tradi-
tion by not listing her prior-
ity funding choices but said 
she will announce that in 
two weeks. The budget will 
be submitted to the city of-
ficially March 24.

Continued from Page 4 

Borough

An advocacy group called Money Out of Politics is string-
ing up banners all over New York state to demand that Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo make good on a promise to reform cam-
paign finance by keeping Fair Elections in the state bud-
get. The group hung a banner in front of the Unisphere in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park Tuesday morning. 

Photo courtesy Money Out of Politics
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BTHappiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:

I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 
like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 

Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 
hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 

keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.

This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 

power of nature to 

help put life back 

into your lifestyle
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LATE PAGE

SPA  &  HAIR  SALON

HAIRDRESSER WANTEDHAIRDRESSER WANTED

YOUR HAIR  STYLE, CUT, COLOR  
IS THE PERFECT MEDIUM 

TO EXPRESS YOURSELF AND 
IS CERTAINLY A BETTER ACCESSORY 

THAN A HERMÉS BAG! 
SUNSHINE SPA & HAIR SALON 

WILL MAKE IT EVEN MORE 
SPECTACULAR!

SPECIAL PRICING
9am-7pm Tuesday-Saturday

9am-6pm Sunday
Wash and Blow Dry*

Haircut with Blow Dry*
Perm with Cut and Blow Dry*

European Hair Color Touch-up*
1 ½ Hour Facial
1 Hour Massage

Cavi-Lipo Cellulite Treatment**
*with selected hairdresser only

**the most advanced ultrasound system

OPEN 6 DAYS  Tue-Sat: 9am-7pm  (7pm-12midnight by appointment only)  Sun: 9am-6pm

718.767.8655
152-67 10th Avenue  

Whitestone, NY 11357

In Mall Area  
Plenty of FREE PARKING  

Next to Waldbaum’s
Gift Certificates Available!

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

watching movies. Very lit-
tle essential learning goes 
on when the attendance 
rate is 42 percent.”

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone), a 
former high school teacher 
who serves on the Senate 
Education Committee, said 
one possible solution to the 
snow day issue is to explore 
the idea of closing schools 
on a boroughwide basis.

She pointed out that the 
weather in Staten Island or 
the Bronx could be drasti-
cally different from condi-
tions in Queens or Manhat-
tan and that allowing each 
borough or district to de-
cide itself whether to keep 
schools open would be safer 
for everyone involved.

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) said he has received 
a lot of positive feedback on 
a Facebook post he made 
recently about the same is-
sue in which he suggested 
that each school delegate 
a rotation of teachers to 
serve as a “skeletal staff” 

that would be required to 
go into school on days with 
inclement weather.

The idea also comes 
with a basic activities pro-
gram that would be imple-
mented if a large portion 
of students are missing in 
order to avoid having stu-
dents miss class work.

“I understand we can’t 
close schools because peo-
ple have to go to work, but 
we have this philosophy 
that if schools are open, 
you have to go,” Weprin 
said. “The problem is that 
kids just end up watching 
movies.”

Another important is-
sue discussed at the break-
fast was the newly imple-
mented Common Core that 
has divided parents and 
educators over the rigorous 
testing and standards that 
go along with the curricu-
lum.

Many parents who 
attended the event said 
Common Core has made it 
increasingly hard for them 
to help their children with 
homework because the cri-
teria calls for lessons to be 
taught strictly in a certain 
way, while other parents 

described seeing their chil-
dren distressed and unable 
to sleep the night before one 
of the many tests that come 
along with Common Core.

Stavisky said she sees 
“a number of issues” with 
Common Core in its cur-
rent state and said that al-
though she agrees with the 
need for occasional testing, 
she questioned the neces-
sity of performance exams 
for students as young as 
second-graders.

Alim Gafar, treasurer 
of the District 26 presi-
dents’ council, agreed with 
the senator.

“I’m all for having a 
high bar for our children to 
reach, but certain parts are 
just not well-thought out at 
this point,” he said.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 4 

Breakfast

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

While overall per capi-
ta beer consumption in the 
United States has gone flat, 
craft beers have been expe-
riencing heady growth. 

At least five micro-
breweries — with two more 
on the way —  have bubbled 
up in Queens in the last two 
years.  

Craft brewing is an 
extension of the artisanal 
food movement, which re-
jects the corporate busi-
ness model that dominates 
the supply chain of most 
commodities.  

“The growth in local 
microbreweries is just an-
other indication that arti-
sanal foods and beverages 
are a growing business, 

important to our economy,” 
Seth Bornstein, executive 
director of the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corp., 
said. “Historically, Queens 
had some significant brew-
eries and beer gardens, so it 
is great to see the renewed 
interest.” 

Queens resident Har-
riet Lembeck, who runs the 
Harriet Lembeck Wine & 

Spirits Program, teaches a 
session on beers and malt 
beverages. 

“In olden days, brew-
ing was done at home, or 
at least, at the local baker, 
who had lots of grains and 
yeast on hand. Beer is per-
ishable, which is one rea-
son that local brews are a 
good thing,” Lembeck said.  
“There has always been an 
affection for local brews, 
and the craft movement 
signals a return to those 
feelings.”  

Without exception, the 
Queens microbrewers we 
met started out as home 
brewers and approach the 
craft as a labor of love.  

Their scale gives them 
the luxury of creating prod-
ucts pitched to a small but 
discerning audience.  They 
can experiment with an 
unfettered vocabulary of 
techniques and ingredi-

TimesLedger, March 14-20, 2014

Best places to hoist 
a Queens-brewed pint:

Queens Kickshaw
40-17 Broadway, Astoria

(718) 777-0913
www.thequeenskickshaw.com

A mindboggling and ever changing list of artisa-
nal alchoholic and non-alchoholic beverages served 
with artisanal locally sourced vegetarian food.

Alewife
5-14 51st Ave, Long Island City

(718) 937-7494
www.alewifenyc.com

An ale-o-centric gastropub featuring craft beers 
and local brews.

Forest Hills Station House
106-11 71st Ave., Forest Hills

(718) 544-5000
www.foresthillsstationhouse.com

A gastropub with an impressive lineup of local 
brews, and a gourmet-ish bent to their noshes.

Continued on Page 42

BY SUZANNE PARKER

While overall per capi-
beer consumption in the
ited States has gone flat

Craft brewing is an
extension of the artisanal
food movement, which re-
jects the corporate busi-
ness model that dominates

important to our economy,”
Seth Bornstein, executive 
director of the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corp.,
said “Historically Queens

Spirits Program, teaches a
session on beers and malt 
beverages.

“In olden days, brew-
ing was done at home, or
at least, at the local baker, 
who had lots of grains and
yeast on hand. Beer is per-
ishable, which is one rea-
son that local brews are a
good thing,” Lembeck said.
“There has always been an 
affection for local brews,
and the craft movement
signals a return to those 
feelings.” 

Without exception, the
Queens microbrewers we
met started out as home 
brewers and approach the
craft as a labor of love. 

Their scale gives them

a 

nal 
with

and

brewing brewing 
SOMETHING’SSOMETHING’S

IN QUEENSIN QUEENS

Borough now home to nearly half a dozen boutique 
beermakers with more heading down the pike

Brew kettles and kegs fill the 
room at the Rockaway Brewing 
Co. in Long Island City, which 
was started by Marcus Burnett 
about two years ago.  

Photos by Andrew Parker
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

We confess to having a weird-
ly superstitious belief in the laws 
of equilibrium.  

When one of our friends loses 
weight — we put it on.  When we 
added memory to my computer — 
we became even more forgetful.  

We recently read an article 
in The New York Times about an 
epidemic of pub closings in Eng-
land, which must explain the sud-
den proliferation of gastropubs in 
Forest Hills.  In the last year or 
so, at least four have opened.

We procrastinated about 
visiting the Flying Pig, because, 
from the outside it has the look 
and feel of a chain restaurant.  We 
subsequently discovered this is 
the case on the inside, too.  Long 
bar, lots of wood, exposed brick, 
low lighting, etc., etc.  The some-
times boisterous atmosphere is 
more conducive to conviviality 
than a quiet dinner for two.  The 
crowd is young and lively.

Flying Pig’s liquid offerings 
are worthy of note.  One, at least, 

was intoxicatingly educational.  
We ordered a flight of Jameson 
Irish whiskies which included 
their regular, 12-year-old Special 

Reserve and Black Barrel.  It was 
fun comparing the variations, an 
opportunity we wouldn’t have 
had at home without going to a 

lot of expense.  You could gain 
some heady knowledge from their 
prodigious lists of whiskies of 
all stripes and craft beers.  They 

even have craft beer from a cask, 
the provenance of which changes 
weekly.  Too bad they don’t offer 
anything brewed in Queens.

As a self-described Irish gas-
tropub, traditional Irish fare oc-
cupies menu space with cheese 
and charcuterie platters, burgers 
and more gourmet-ish grub.  The 
great thing about a gastropub is 
that you can snack on tidbits or 
dine on something more substan-
tial.  We did some of each.

Oysters baked with creamed 
spinach were topped with teensy 
cubes of bacon.  Just a little more 
pepper would have given this dish 
what it lacked in zip.  

Winter tart, a pastry base 
topped with braised leeks and 
mushrooms, crowned with duck 
sausages and set off with a bit of 
salad was more interesting.  

Fish and chips, an obvious 
choice at an Irish pub, would have 
been perfect except for the fish.  
The fries were outstanding — just 
the right degree of crunchiness, 
as was the beer batter on the 

Get your pub grub on at Forest Hills’ Flying Pig
Restaurant offers Irish versions of comfort food and scores high marks for bar selections

The winter tart topped with braised leeks and mushrooms is crowned with duck 
sausages at Forest Hills’ Flying Pig. Photo by Suzanne Parker

IF YOU GO

Forest Hills, NY 11375 
(718) 575-0070 

www.thefl yingpigforesthills.com 

Cuisine: Irish and other pub fare
Setting: Typical pub décor
Service: Satisfactory 
Hours: Open seven days for lunch, 
dinner, weekend brunch
Reservations: Optional 
Alcohol: For sure
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual
Children: Small children’s menu
Music: Live music, karaoke, DJs and 
other special events, check website

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Tends towards noisy
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: Yes

Continued on Page 44

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner and 

the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

WE NOW OFFER

Free Delivery

MARCH SPECIAL
$9.99

(no substitutions, toppings extra)

FOR DELIVERY ONLY

We deliver Tuesday – Sunday, 5pm – 9:30pm
Friday & Saturday: Pizza Only

T H U R S DAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PIZZERIA
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EVENTS

David Alan Grier — Film, TV 
and stage star Grier brings his 
brand of comedy to Bayside, 
along with special guest 
Godfrey.
When: Saturday, March 15, at 
8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

TALK

Anne Hosansky — The author 
will discuss her new book, “Ten 
Women of Valor,” focusing on 
the story of Esther. The Bayside 
Jewish Center Sisterhood 
sponsors this program. 
Refreshments will be available.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

When: Monday, March 17, 3 pm
Where: Bayside Jewish Center, 
203-05 32nd Ave., Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-7900

FILM

See it Big! Comedies — March 
is a laugh at the Museum of 
the Moving Images fi lm series. 
Screenings include “Some 
Like it Hot,” “Annie Hall” and 
“Modern Times.”
When: Through March 29
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with admission, 
$12/adults, $9/students and 
seniors, $6/children
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Classic Movie Mondays — 
Every Monday afternoon, 
the Queens Library screens 

a classic fi lm. This month’s 
schedule includes “12 Angry 
Men” on March 17, “It Happened 
One Night” on March 24, and 
“Rebel Without a Cause” on 
March 31. 
When: Mondays at 3 pm
Where: Sunnyside Library, 43-
06 Greenpoint Ave.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 784-3033
Website: www.queenslibrary.
org

MUSIC

Five Boroughs Music Festival 
— Les Delices, a Cleveland-
based ensemble performs 
French Baroque music on 
period instruments. Wine and 
light refreshments will be 
served. 
When: Friday, March 14, at 6 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $25/advance, $30/at 
door, $15/students
Website: www.5bmf.org

Musica Reginae Chamber 
Players — An evening of 
chamber music composed 
of works by Schumann and 
Brahms. This concert is in 
memory of Musica Reginae 

PRODUCTIONS

“Richard III” — The Queens 
Players infuse a punk sensibility 
into Shakespeare’s drama, 
now set in 1980s punk clubs in 
England. 
When: Through March 15
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Anything Goes” — Theatre by 
the Bay presents Cole Porter’s 
musical-comedy set aboard a 
ocean liner from New York to 
London includes the classic 
songs “You’re the Top,” “I Get a 
Kick Out of You” and “Anything 
Goes.”
When: Sunday, March 16, at 3 
pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

“Hairspray” — The recent 
smash Broadway hit musical, 
staged by the Marathon Little 
Theatre Group, revolves around 
perky Tracy Turnblad’s push 
to integrate a 1960s TV dance 
show in Baltimore, and to fi nd 
love along the way. 
When: Sunday, March 16, at 3 
pm
Where: Marathon Jewish 
Center, 245-67 60th Ave., 
Douglaston
Cost: $18/adults, $16/seniors 
and children under 13
Contact: (718) 229-4644

“Children of Eden” — Beari 
Productions, Ltd. presents 
the Stephen Schwartz musical 
based on the Book of Genesis. 
When: Through March 16, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday, 
March 16 at 4pm
Where: All Saints Church, 214-
35 40th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors, 
$16/children and students
Contact: (718) 736-1216

“Nunsense The Mega-
Musical” — In this reboot of the 

‘ANYTHING GOES’ ABOUT TO SET SAIL
Lila Edelkind (l.) plays Bonnie and Michael Chimenti portrays Moonface Martin in the Theatre 
By the Bay’s production of “Anything Goes.” The Cole Porter musical, set abroad an ocean lin-
er bound from New York to London, includes the standards “You’re the Top” and “I Get a Kick 
Out of You.” The show ends its run at the Bay Terrence Jewish Center in Bayside this Sunday. 
Contact (718) 428-6363 for more information. Photo courtesy Lawrence Bloom

original Off-Broadway smash, 
the Little Sisters of Hoboken 
put on a variety show to raise 
money.
When: Through March 16, Friday 
at 8 pm, Saturday at 8 pm and 
Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater 

at St. Margaret Parish, 66-05 
79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, 
$12/children 11 and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

“How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying” — The 
1960s Pulitzer prize-winning 
musical traces window washer 
J. Pierrepont Finch’s rise to the 
top of the World Wide Wicket Co.
When: Through March 30
Where: The Post Theatre, 

Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“The Gemini Killer” — Theatre 
Time Productions presents a 
new mystery thriller written by 
a local author. 
When: March 29 to April 6. 
Friday and Saturday at 8pm and 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., 
Bayside
Cost: $16/adults, $14/seniors 
and children
Contact: (347) 358-8102

“The Boy Friend” — Sandy 
Wilson’s spoof of madcap 
1920s boy-meets-girl musicals 
is staged by The Gingerbread 
Players.
When: March 29 to April 6, 
Friday at 7:30 pm, Saturday 
at 2:30 pm and 7:30 pm and 
Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/suggested donation
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

Continued on Page 46
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ents, limited only by their imagi-
nation. 

They are way more passion-
ate about their product than their 
bottom line.  For beer lovers, this 
could be the start of a happy — 
and hoppy — relationship.

Queens Microbreweries
Rockaway 

Brewing Co.
Marcus Burnett, whose day 

job is a videographer with Na-
tional Geographic, started home 
brewing in his beach bungalow 
in the Rockaways.  His beers were 
so sought after by friends and 
neighbors who sampled them that 
he knew he was onto something.  
About two years ago, he founded 
Rockaway Brewing Co. with 
Ethan Long, who had a theatri-
cal set design company in Long 
Island City, and John Chapman, 
who had actual commercial brew-
ing experience in Minnesota.  
They claim bragging rights to be-
ing the first licensed microbrew-
ery in Queens since prohibition.

Most of their brews are sold 
to nearby restaurants and water-
ing holes and in the Rockaways 
during the summer.  On Fridays, 
from 3-8 p.m., and Saturdays and 
Sundays noon-6 p.m., visitors can 
purchase growlers of beer or, for 
$6, tour the brewery and sample a 
flight of four beers.

46-01 5th St., Long Island City 
(718) 482-6528

www.rockawaybrewco.com

Big Alice Brewing
Big Alice Brewing, eponymous-

ly named for the nearby Con Ed 
plant, sets itself apart with unique 
ingredients and brewing methods. 

“If craft beer is a niche, we’re 
a niche within a niche,” Kyle 
Hurst, co-founder, said. 

Indeed, they add quirky 
ingredients to their brews like 
Buddha’s Hand, “a very fragrant 
citron fruit, from California,” or 
banana habaneros, or shiso and 
Szechuan honey.  To compound 
their unorthodoxy, they give their 
brews a final fermentation in bot-
tles with tied down corks in the 
beer equivalent of the methode 
champagnoise.  The results tend 
to yield levels of alcohol in the 9 
percent to 13 percent range.  

Big Alice’s business model 
is equally unorthodox.  Although 
visitors can stop by on Fridays 
from 5-7 p.m. to buy whatever they 
happen to have on hand for $18 for 
a 1-pint 9-ounce bottle, they mainly 
sell their product through a “CSB” 
— the beer equivalent of Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture.  For 
$200 a year, you can lay claim to 
two bottles of beer set aside for each 
member per month at the brewery.
808 43rd Road, Long Island City 
(347) 688-BEER or (347) 688-

2337
www.bigalicebrewing.com/index.

htm

Singlecut 
Beersmiths

Although not the oldest of 
Queens’ microbreweries, Singlecut 
Beersmith has the look and feel of 
the most well-established.  Perhaps 
owner Rich Buceta’s background in 
advertising taught him how to ef-
fectively market his product.  This 
Queens native opened his brewery 
in December 2012, after doing a 
stint at Greenpoint Brewery learn-
ing the craft.  Singlecut specializes 
in its own meticulously crafted ver-
sions of traditional lagers, English 
Pale Ales, and IPAs.

In addition to selling kegs to 
local brew pubs and restaurants, 
Singlecut operates a tap room, with 
a view of the whole operation.  On 
Thursdays from 4-11 p.m., Fridays 

from 4 p.m.-1 a.m., Saturdays from 
1 p.m.-1 a.m., you can order beer by 
the glass and actual food from their 
kitchen or take home a growler.  
They have frequent special events 
which range from live music to food 
pairings and mini beer classes.

19-33 37th Ave., Astoria
(718) 606-0788

www.singlecutbeer.com

Finback Brewery
Finback Brewery, which be-

gan brewing just last November, 
is one of the newest on the Queens 
scene.  College drinking buddies 
Basil Lee, who worked as an ar-
chitect, and Kevin Stafford, who 
pursued a career as a graphic art-
ist, left their day jobs to found a 
brewery with a tap room, event 
space and beer garden in a ware-
house nestled in the quiet residen-
tial neighborhood of Glendale.

Only the brewing is opera-
tional right now, but they hope to 
have the rest up and running by 
April.  Until then, you can sample 
their hoppy beers at Edison Place 
in Glendale, and the Forest Hills 

Station House.
78-01 77th Ave., Ridgewood 

(718) 628-8600
www.fi nbackbrewery.com

Bridge and Tunnel 
Brewery

Seemingly through the use 
of alchemy, Queens native Rich 
Castegna has turned a single-car 
garage into an efficient brewery 
capable of turning out 48-gal-
lon batches two or three times a 
month serving about 25 accounts.  
He built or modified all his equip-
ment himself, even using his 
neighbor’s unwanted oak floor-
ing to decoratively clad his tanks.  
He aims for a retro-quality in his 
beers, using his proprietary tech-
niques to replicate old-time beer 
flavors.  With a definite emphasis 
on dark beers, some of his signa-
ture brews include Milk and Oat-
meal Stout and Coffee Cream Ale.  

Bridge and Tunnel brewery 
is a family affair.  Castagna’s wife 
Lisa keeps the books and handles 
administrative functions.  It is 

Castagna’s dream to build the 
business so that some day he can 
pass it along to his daughters.  

61-02 60th Ave., Flushing 
(347) 392-8593

www.bridgeandtunnelbrewery.
com

And Coming Soon
Transmitter Brewing

Transmitter expects to open 
in early spring.  They will spe-
cialize in farmhouse ale made 
from wild yeast.
53- 02 11th St., Long Island City
(347) 528-0091 or (646) 378-

8529
www.transmitterbrewing.com

Queens Brewery
Although their namesake 

Lager is currently available at 
brewpubs around Queens, they 
are currently brewing in Upstate 
New York, but are looking for 
space in western Queens.

www.queensbrewery.com

something’ssomething’s
brewing brewing 

Continued from Page 39

Queens brewers include (clockwise from top l.) Rich Buceta, who opened Singlecut Beersmiths; Big Alice Brewing co-found-
er Kyle Hurst, who prepares to uncork a bottle at the Long Island City brewery; Basil Lee  and Kevin Stafford, who left their 
corporate jobs to open Finback Brewery in Glendale last fall; and Rich Castegna, who operates Bridge and Tunnel Brewery 
from his Flushing home’s garage. Photos by Andrew Parker

Want to try 
it at home?

Hydroponic Garden 
Centers

146-49 Horace Harding 
Expressway, Flushing

(718) 762-8880
www.growhome.com

A complete source for 
home brewing equipment 
and supplies.
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #83 Hard #83

W
eek 39

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports
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HAPPY HOUR
Mon-Fri 11:30pm to 3:30pm Sat-Sun 12pm to 4pm

complimentary lunch during happy hour

Corned Beef & Cabbage  Buffet Drink Specials  Extra Dancers
Joins us for the best St. Patrick’s Day Party

chips.  High marks for the cole slaw and 
mushy peas as well.  The only sour note 
was the less-than-perfectly-fresh fish, with 
just a hint of ammonia.

Chicken pot pie was a sight to behold 
with its puffy puff pastry topper.  Sadly, the 
filling, while generous with the chicken, 
was intolerably bland.  Liberally sprin-
kling it with salt and pepper made it palat-
able, but only just.

Flying Pig offers a decent selection of 
desserts and after dinner drinks.  We were 
refreshed by their Roasted Blend of Ber-
ries, which included warm berries with 
blood orange sorbet and cider jelly.  The 

warm berries with the sorbet made for a 
nice contrast in temperature, and the des-
sert, overall was not cloyingly sweet.

The Bottom Line
The Flying Pig is a nice place to imbibe 

and munch while you socialize.  They have 
live music on Saturdays, and other forms 
of entertainment on other nights.  Their 
beer and whiskey lists are impressive, and 
their food appeals to a broad spectrum of 
appetites.

Suzanne Parker is the TimesLedger’s 
restaurant critic and author of “Eating Like 
Queens: A Guide to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” She can be 
reached by e-mail at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Flying Pig
Continued from Page 40

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli 

& fresh mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed 

w/ mushrooms, peas & asparagus 
in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers 

in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, 

peas & prosciutto 
in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter 

& lemon sauce)
No Substitutions or Takeouts

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

Across
1. Cobra kin
6. Lap of luxury
10. FX's The Americans topic
13. Cousin of aloha
14. Reads quickly
16. That Geller feller
17. Hate + a Jet Blue employee
19. Outlaw
20. Main course
21. With distinction
23. Be in a huff
25. Cork locale
26. 19th hole
29. Got off the bottom?
32. Mil. org. on campus
34. Like good cheese
36. Refine, as a skill
37. Marble-cake pattern
39. Weapon for Colonel Mustard
40. Capital of Syria
41. Portico for Plato
42. Mustang not yet broken
44. Key feature?
46. Poetically black
47. Nutmeg coat
48. Remove, as paint
50. Word with tail or back
51. Links hazard
53. Barbershop offering
55. Couple
58. Pants
62. ___ Lanka
63. Before + an NBC show
65. Teflon item
66. "Gedoudahere!"
67. Unadulterated
68. "OK," to Popeye
69. Rope-fiber source
70. One with a check

UP IN SMOKECROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

March 14-20, 2014

By Bill Deasy

Play on Words

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

S O D A G O D W E A V E S
A N O N O N E A D D I C E
A C U T A R T H U R A S H E
B E G A L E S E Y E O N

F L U I D P O E T
G A L O R E D A F F O D I L
I O U S A T A C O S I M A
M K T S W A L T Z S S N S
M A I G A M E S V A M O S
E Y E S O R E S A E R A T E

A D D S I C E I N
S A L V O O R T S T Y S
G R E A T L A K E S A L A I
T A N G A R E N A P E L T
S L O E S T Y E S U S E S

 
Down

1. Like a neat bed
2. City of Yemen
3. Diamond accessory?
4. One side of a turn-ofthe- 
century war
5. Stocks and bonds
6. Clairvoyant claim
7. Related (to)
8. ICBM's place
9. Act the drama queen
10. Renting option + a Beatles song
11. Implore
12. ___ and yang
15. Domestic flights?
18. Saw things?
22. Look without buying
24. They come to court
26. Pointed remark

27. Ancient Greek market
28. Essay + a glass of merlot
30. Starting point
31. Leave in the lurch
33. Emulate Crosby
35. Awakenings Oscar nominee
38. About 30% of the Earth
43. Holds tight
45. Low grade?
49. Traffic snarler
52. Veranda
54. Mediterranean island nation
55. Built-in airplane server
56. Hardly more than
57. Big cheese in Holland
59. Mayor's domain
60. "Trick" joint
61. Really dry
62. Baden-Baden is one
64. Arena blaster
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Please Call Ahead For Reservations, Folks!!!

A WIDE VARIETY OF LIVEIRISH MUSIC,IRISH STEPDANCERS,BAGPIPERS,AND MORE !

SUNDAY
MARCH 16  

and 
MONDAY 
MARCH 17

SPECIAL
ST. PADDY’S MENU

INCLUDING
TRADITIONAL 

IRISH FAVORITES  

CORNED BEEF

 ‘n’ CABBAGE, AND

SHEPHERD’S PIE

64-21 53rd Dr., (718) 672-9696
www.oneillsmaspeth.com

3:00 PM on...

SUNDAY
ALL DAY!MONDAY
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Networking Night at See.Me
Thursday, March 20th  6–8 pm

See.Me,  26-19 Jackson Avenue, LIC
Meet your business and community members over light refreshments.
Tickets are $15 for LIC Partnership members and $25 for non-members.  

To register please contact Ying Huang at
yhuang@licpartnership.org or 718-786-5300 X 21

Sponsored by: Modern Spaces | Media Sponsor: TimesLedger Newspapers

Presents

Presents founder Harry Stucke. 
A reception will follow the 
performance. 
When: Saturday, March 15, at 
7:30 pm
Where: The Church in the 
Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest 
Hills
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors, 
$10/students, Free/children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 894-2178
Website: www.musicareginae.org

Legends of Hip Hop — Naughty 
by Nature, DJ Scribble, Kurtis 
Blow, Black Sheep, DJ Kool and 
Marley Marl perform.
When: Saturday, March 15, at 9 
pm, doors at 8 pm
Where: Resorts World Casino, 
110-00 Rockaway Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $25/advance, $35/at door
Contact: (888) 888-8801
Website: www.rwnewyork.com

Alessandra Belloni and Daughters 
of Cybele — The internationally 
renowned Italian singer performs 
the pizzica tarantata, in honor of 
Women’s History Month.
When: Sunday, March 16, at 2 pm
Where: Queens Central Library, 
89-11 Merrick Blvd., Jamaica

Arts
Continued from Page 41

Cost: Free
Contact: (781) 990-0700
Website: www.queenslibrary.org

Joy Kelly and Christine 
Campbell — Families are 
invited to this concert of songs 
written, performed and inspired 
by women. This program is part 
of Women’s History Month at 
the library. 
When: Saturday, March 22, at 
1 pm
Where: Queens Central Library, 
89-11 Merrick Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (781) 990-0700
Website: www.queenslibrary.org

Cherry Poppin’ Daddies — The 
double platinum musicians 
bring their mix of swing and 
1960s Las Vegas Rat Pack 
concert to town. 
When: Saturday, March 22, at 
8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

DANCE

Take Root — This monthly 
curated series provides dance 

makers with a full evening or 
half evening pairing to perform 
their work. This month’s artists 
are Laurie Hockman and Taylor 
Donofrio.
When: Friday, March 14 and 
Saturday, March 15, at 8 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $17
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground — A new 
works showcase for 
emerging and established 
artists. This month’s lineup 
includes FREDIDANCE Project, 
MachineHistrionica, Olana 
Flynn, Thomas Tsai, Monica 
Hogan Danceworks and Dare 
Harlow with Quincie Hydock.
When: Sunday, March 16, at 7 
pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $12
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Beginner Latin Dance Classes 
— Paul Ru Bao of Farrington 
Ballroom Dance School leads 
a series of fi ve classes — Cha 
Cha, Samba, Tango, Salsa and 
Merengue — for all ages and 
experience levels.

When: Weekly classes begin 
March 6
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $10/single class with pre-
registration, $15/single class 
drop-in rate, $45/all fi ve classes
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

“The Best of Tango” — An 
evening dedicated to the sultry 
dance sets up shop for eight 
weeks in Sunnyside.
When: Through March 23, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $35/general admission, 
$32/seniors and students, $30/
Fridays only
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Art Faculty — With current 
issues as the common thread, 
this show includes works by 
Queens College studio art 
professors.
When: Through March 29, 
Monday to Thursday 11 am to 7 
pm, Saturday 11 am to 5 pm

Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: www.qcpages.qc.edu/
godwin_ternbach

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the 
Bread and Puppet Theater, has 
been chosen for the Queens 
Museum fi rst solo exhibition. 
The show consists of two large-
scale immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

2013 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
presents 15 new commissions 
that respond to the park’s 
unique waterfront, urban 
environment with conceptual 
and formal artworks that are 
visually compelling, mysterious 
and provocative. 
When:  Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Do you want the cosmetic 
version or do you want 
the real deal? Los Angeles 
Poverty Department, 1985-
2014 — LAPD, founded in 1985 
on L.A.’s Skid Row, includes 
homeless or former homeless 
people in performance art 
pieces. 
When: Through May 11
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Noguchi’s Early Drawings: 
1927-1932 — An exhibition of the 
artist’s nudes made during the 
period he was developing his 
singular style. 
When: Through May 25, 
Wednesday to Friday 10 am to 5 
pm, Saturday and Sunday 11 am 
to 6 pm
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521
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pealed to him.
“We lived in Woodhaven 

at the time and he wanted to do 
something that was in the neigh-
borhood,” Guidi said.

At first, Guidi said her fam-
ily never anticipated the store 
growing into a career that she 
and her children would have for 
many years to come. But as time 
went on, the Guidis and their chil-
dren came to realize they liked 
the path they had chosen.

“We were able to work to-
gether, spend time with our fam-

ily when we needed to and it was 
in the neighborhood, very close 
to where we lived,” Guidi said. “It 
worked out very well for us while 
we were raising a family because 
we could take care of the fam-
ily and the business at the same 
time.”

In 1991, Innovation left Ja-
maica Avenue and moved to the 
building on Liberty Avenue that 
the Guidis purchased in order to 
have more space for their grow-
ing business, including a fully 
furnished basement.

Three years later, the busi-
ness changed its name to Innova-
tion Printing and Promotions and 
transitioned from selling office 
products to producing custom-
printed and embroidered items, 
which Guidi said was due mostly 
to large chain stores such as Sta-
ples and Office Max popping up 
throughout the city.

Despite changing the scope 
of the business, Guidi said In-
novation continued to do well. 
In 1994, her son Enzo joined the 
business and still works with her 

today as a graphic artist, design-
ing and printing many of the art 
that goes onto the products they 
custom-make for customers.

“He was only 6 when the busi-
ness was started and he loved it 
from the start,” Guidi said of her 
son Enzo. “If it weren’t for him, I 
probably wouldn’t be able to do as 
much as we do.”

In 2008, Guidi’s husband 
died, but she said selling the busi-
ness never crossed her mind. She 
and Enzo still continue to run the 
store because they love the work 
and enjoy the day-to-day activi-
ties that change with every job 
they receive.

“It’s the diversity of the ev-
eryday action that keeps me busy 
and interested,” Enzo said. “Ev-
erything is always changing.”

As Guidi celebrates a mile-
stone she said she never thought 
the business would reach, she 
said she is looking forward to 
continuing to work with her son 
and celebrate the company her 
husband ambitiously started 30 
years ago.

Even as the printing indus-
try continues to evolve, Guidi 
said she still plans to stay true to 
the fact that her business is, and 
always will be, a true family-run 
operation.

“I can’t believe it’s been 30 
years already,” she said. “It’s 
amazing.”

Three decades after it was 
first opened, Innovation Printing 
and Promotions is still sticking to 
its origins as a successful, family-
run business.

Palma Guidi, owner of the 
Ozone Park store, at 107-27 Lib-
erty Ave., is celebrating the 30th 
anniversary of her company this 
year, and while many things 
about the business have changed 
over time, one aspect has re-
mained constant. She and her son 
Enzo still love running the busi-
ness together.

What started out as an of-
fice supply store, specializing in 
the one-write check system that 
became popular in the 1980s, 
has evolved into one of the area’s 
go-to businesses for any kind of 
printing, including T-shirts, ban-
ners and promotional items such 
as pins.

Guidi’s husband, Enzo, 
opened the original storefront, 
then called Innovation Office 
Products, on Jamaica Avenue in 
1984 after leaving his career in 
sales in favor of finding a career 
that would allow him to spend 
more time with his family.

She said her husband would 
travel a lot and often was not 
able to be home with their three 
young children for several days at 
a time, and the idea of running a 
business close to home greatly ap-

Ozone Pk. shop celebrates another milestone
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Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Brooklyn Arts Exchange
421 5th Ave., Park Slope, Brooklyn 11215
718-832-0018
www.youth.bax.org

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfi eld Place, Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Brooklyn Fencing Center
62 4th Street, Brooklyn, NY 1231
718-522-5822
www.brooklynfencing.com

Brooklyn Urban Garden
500 19th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-280-9556
www.bugsbrooklyn.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200
www.millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
694 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

Shorefront YM-YWHA
3300 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-646-1444
www.shorefronty.org

Summit Academy Charter School
27 Huntington Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-875-1403
www.summitacademycharterschool.org

Union Temple
17 Eastern Pkwy, Brooklyn, NY 11238
718-638-7600
www.uniontemple.org

YMCA Summer Camp
www.ymcanyc.org

CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

Asphalt Green
555 East 90th Street
New York, NY 10128
646-981-2261
www.asphaltgreen.org

Dwight School Summer Camp
2116 1st Avenue (bet. 108-109 St.)
New York, NY 10029
917-551-6430
www.dwightsumercamp.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

Henry Street School Da Camp
301 Henry Street, NY, NY 10002
212-254-3100
www.henrystreet.org

Surprise Lake
307 7th Avenue
New York, NY 10001
212-924-3131
www.surpriselake.org

YMCA Summer Camp
www.ymcanyc.org

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Christ the King Summer Camp                                    
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
www.christtheking.com

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

YMCA Summer Camp
www.ymcanyc.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road, Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road, Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
www.luhisummercamps.org
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customers there once it’s 
up and operating,” De Bar-
bieri said. “We need to sub-
divide it further.”

The Sunrise Co-op had 
been closing in on signing 
a lease on the property for 
a couple of months when 
negotiations with the land-
lord to fix the bathroom 
and address several other 
issues slowed the process 
down.

Meanwhile, many of 
the group’s members have 
been without properties 
to conduct their business 
since the end of January, 
when they accepted deals 
worth six months’ rent 
from the city to vacate their 
businesses. Some accepted 
payments worth 12 months’ 
rent to leave the Iron Trian-
gle by the end of November.

Dozens of auto repair 
shops that have populated 
Willets Point for decades 
have been pushed out to 
make room for the first 
phase of a $3 billion redevel-
opment of the blighted area 
into a new neighborhood 

with commercial, residen-
tial and retail space.

Many of the Sunrise 
Co-op’s members have been 
out on the street fixing cars, 
trying to make a living, as 
they wait to move into the 
new location, Neira said.

“They’re on the streets 
trying to survive. Every-
body has a family so they 
have to create an income,” 
he said. “With this, we can 
have the hope and in two or 
three months we can start 
doing business again.”

The group will be eli-
gible to receive $2 million 
in relocation funds from 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. for the move, 
which organizers said they 

will use on a security de-
posit and rent.

This fund was avail-
able for businesses that re-
located in groups of five or 
more.

The group’s members 
could also receive funds 
from the city Housing De-
partment for moving ex-
penses on an individual 
basis.

The Sunrise Co-op 
also hopes to get additional 
funds through a lawsuit it 
filed Feb. 4 against the city 
and developers, Sterling 
Equities and Related Cos., 
challenging the whole $3 
billion development and 
contending the city’s relo-
cation effort was ineffec-
tive.

It also argued the proj-
ect’s proposed megamall 
would need approval by the 
state Legislature because it 
was built on land designat-
ed as parkland and that the 
developers never should 
have been awarded $42.6 
million in tax incentives by 
the city.

The lawsuit is still 
pending, but the two sides 
may be close to a settle-
ment, De Barbieri said.

Continued from Page 1 

Co-ops
China, that morning. With 
the visas, the family mem-
bers will be able to fly to 
New York and be with Li-
ang’s father, who is already 
living in Flushing, accord-
ing to Meng’s office.

Liang was driving an 
Audi sedan between Exits 
24 and 25 around 1 a.m. Feb. 
18 when the vehicle slid off 
the roadway and struck a 
tree, according to police. 
Liang and his passenger, 
16-year-old Jennifer Gao, 
of Oakland Gardens, were 
both pronounced dead at 
the scene.

Gao’s grandmother 
was also granted a visa af-
ter her March 11 interview, 
and her aunt was still work-
ing to complete the process 
as of Wednesday. Meng said 
Gao’s aunt fainted during 
her interview for unknown 
reasons, but the congress-
woman said she is in touch 
with the Chinese consulate 
to get the results as soon as 
possible.

Meng said she looked 
into setting up interviews 

for the four women after a 
friend of both teens’ fami-
lies reached out to her of-
fice and asked her to help 
with the applications. 

Liang and Gao were 
both residents of Meng’s 
congressional district, ac-
cording to their death cer-
tificates. Gao attended Ben-
jamin Cardozo High School 
in Bayside and Liang was a 
student at St. Francis Prep 
in Fresh Meadows.

“The death of these 
two teenagers is a terrible 
and horrible tragedy, and 
our hearts go out to their 
family and friends,” Meng 
said. “We will assist them 
with whatever needs they 

may have during this dif-
ficult time.”

The visas that were 
obtained for each of the 
family members are good 
for one month, according to 
Meng’s office, but it is not 
yet known when the fami-
lies will fly to Queens. 

Funerals were held 
during the last week of Feb-
ruary and both teens were 
cremated.  

“The granting of these 
visas will allow the fami-
lies to come to Queens to 
be with loved ones during 
this very difficult time and 
to take the teens’ cremated 
remains home to China,” 
Meng said.

Continued from Page 1 

Meng

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng has secured visas for relatives of Jennifer 
Gao (l.) and Jiahao Liang (r.) to travel the New York and be with 
family. The two teens were killed Feb. 18 after the car Liang w
driving slid off the Long Island Expressway and struck a tree.

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

 

  

The new facility will need to be 
divided into designated spac-
es for each individual business 
before they can move in. 
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Francis Lewis ended a 

piece of basketball history 
in the semifinals before 
making some of its own in 
the title game.

The third-seeded Pa-
triots beat No. 1 South 
Shore 65-58 for the school’s 
first PSAL Class AA girls’ 
basketball championship 
since 1979 at the Barclays 
Center Saturday. Francis 
Lewis got there by end-
ing Murry Bergtraum’s 
15-year title run atop the 
league. The accomplish-
ment was still setting in 
for Patriots.

“It’s a pretty great 
feeling knowing that we 
made it this far,” sopho-
more guard Sierra Green 
said. “This was our goal at 
the beginning of the year 
and we succeeded.”

Green scored 14 of her 
game-high 21 points in the 
first half and connected on 
six three-pointers. Her late 
trey helped give Lewis a 27-
18 lead at the half. It came 
with center Chelsea Robin-
son, the team’s lone senior, 
on the bench because of foul 
trouble and the Patriots us-
ing its smaller lineup.

Sophomore Chi La 
Bady scored 11 of her 19 

points in the second half 
and grabbed nine re-
bounds in the game. The 
Vikings (16-8) got as close 
as 57-51 with 46.3 seconds 
left. Bady then scored four 
of Lewis’ next seven points 
and knew she had to con-
tinue being aggressive.

“Just because we had 
the lead that we did, we 
couldn’t take it easy,” Bady 
said. “We had to keep com-
ing at them.”

One thing that hasn’t 
left Lewis is the specula-
tion about the validity of 
Robinson’s eligibility af-
ter the Taft School (Conn.) 
transfer was cleared to 
play by the PSAL before 
the playoffs after taking 
the court for Taft this 
season, which is against a 
league rule.

She scored six points, 
including a layup that put 
Lewis (21-3) up 57-49 with 
55 seconds left, and com-
mitted four fouls. Robin-
son said she hasn’t let the 
negative attention distract 
her.

“It always affects you 
somehow,” Robinson said. 
“You see it. You hear it. 
You read it online, but that 
just fuels me more to do 
what I have to do.”

Sports

Continued on Page 53

Continued on Page 53
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Francis Lewis celebrates on the court after defeating South 
Shore. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Rashond Salnave knew 

he couldn’t miss.
And Cardozo Coach 

Ron Naclerio couldn’t even 
watch as the star sopho-
more guard stepped to the 
free throw line with 
a chance to give the 
Judges their first 
city title since 1999.

It was a situ-
ation Salnave said he 
dreamed about, and living 
the moment was surreal. 
Cardozo was down a point 
with 2.5 seconds left. The 
fate of Salnave’s team and 
his eccentric coach’s sanity 
were in his hands.

“I was nervous, too, 
but I’ve been in those situa-
tions before,” Salnave said. 
“It’s just the situations that 
were before weren’t as big 
as this one. Some people 
say I’m only a sophomore 

and it’s a big feeling, but I 
knew what I had to do.”

He made both shots, 
taking a long walk off the 
line in between free throws 
and watching the second 
hit off the rim and bounce 
in. Naclerio didn’t see ei-

ther one, 
but listened 
to the roar 
of the Car-
dozo crowd.

Naclerio turned back 
to the game to watch as 
Thomas Jefferson’s desper-
ation heave went wide, and 
the third-seeded Judges 
celebrated a 55-54 victory 
in PSAL Class AA boys’ 
basketball championship 
game at the Barclays Cen-
ter Saturday. Naclerio’s 
eyes immediately welled up 
with tears after four years 
of playoff heartbreaks.

“It felt like yesterday 
was 1999 when I had this 

feeling,” he said.
Earlier in the after-

noon, Cardozo (27-2) ap-
peared to be headed for 
another tough-to-swallow 
defeat. A layup by Patrick 
Brown put Jefferson (21-10) 
up 54-49 with 1:30 left in 
the game. Salnave, consid-
ered the city’s next great 
guard, answered with a 
bucket and Marzuq Jimoh 
(11 points) came up with a 
steal that led to a dunk by 
Francisco Williams, who 
had 21 points. The Judges 
were down just 54-53 with 
37 seconds left.

Jimoh stole another 
ball, missed a layup and 
Elijah McNeely couldn’t 
convert a putback. Jef-
ferson sophomore Shamo-
rie Ponds was fouled, but 
missed the front end of a 
1-and-1 with 11.3 to go. Sal-
nave (16 points) drove right 
to the basket, was fouled 

and made his two shots 
from the line.

“I knew he would make 
the free throws,” Williams 
said.

Cardozo, which lost 
to Construction in the 
borough final, regrouped 
to became the first non-
Brooklyn school to beat 
Brooklyn teams in every 
round of this year’s play-
offs. The Judges topped 
Boys & Girls, South Shore, 
Brooklyn Collegiate and 
finally Jefferson. Brooklyn 
Collegiate and Jefferson 
had previously knocked off 
No. 2 Wings and No. 1 Lin-
coln. Ponds led Jefferson 
with 16 points and Brown 
had 15. The Orange Wave 
erased a seven-point half-
time deficit and took a 37-35 
lead into the fourth before 
seeing it slip away.

“I didn’t think [the 

Cardozo players celebrate their victory in the PSAL championship at the Barclays Center. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Lewis beats Vikings 
to win PSAL crown

Judges party like it’s 1999
Cardozo scores fi rst city title in 15 years with victory over Jefferson

Related column
PAGE 52
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Bob Mackey exited the 

locker room with his collar 
open and a look of exhaus-
tion on his face. The Christ 
the King girls’ basketball 
coach and his team had no 
answer for Nazareth star 
guard Bianca Cuevas in a 
battle of the McDonald’s 
All-Americans between 
Cuevas and the Royals’ Si-
erra Calhoun.

Cuevas scored a ca-
reer-high 50 points to end 
Christ the King’s season 
with an 85-82 loss in the 
CHSAA Class AA semifi-
nals at Holy Trinity last 
Friday night. It was the 
Royals’ first loss since the 
Nike Tournament of Cham-
pions in December. Cal-
houn dropped in 36 points, 
but Cuevas was better on 
this night than whatever 

CK did to stop her.
“Kitchen sink?” 

Mackey said of what he 
could have done differently 
against Cuevas. “Not re-
ally. I think we could have 
probably doubled the whole 
game and left somebody 
else open and see what they 
could do, but that’s not the 
way you play the game.”

Cuevas, who had 24 

points at the half, scored 15 
in the fourth quarter. Her 
three-point play with 1:24 
remaining put Nazareth, 
which trailed most of the 
game, up for good at 83-82.

“I told them to stop 
calling plays because [the 
Royals] couldn’t guard me,” 
Cuevas said.

Christ the King, which 
led by as much as 12 in the 
third quarter, had oppor-
tunities to win the game. 
Calhoun, who scored five 
straight points to give the 
Royals a 78-75 lead with 3:16 
left in the game, tried to put 
her team up for good. She 
drove to the basket, but was 
met by two Nazareth de-
fenders in the paint. There 
was no foul called on the 
play.

Cuevas made one-of-
two free throws down the 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Rawle Alkins deliv-

ered on the hype and his 
guarantee to bring Christ 
the King yet another city 
championship.

The star sophomore 
thought he hadn’t been ag-
gressive enough all season 
and had under-performed 
compared to the lofty ex-
pectations set for him this 
year after helping CK win 
the state Federation title 
last season.

Alkins made good on 
all of it to lead the Royals 
past rival Bishop Loughlin 
by a score of 72-61 in the 
CHSAA Class AA intersec-
tional boys’ basketball title 
game Sunday at Fordham 
University. Christ the King 
is now scheduled to face 
Cardozo at 8:30 p.m. March 
21 in the state Federation 
semifinals in Albany.

Alkins scored 24 
points. He tallied five 
straight points, including 

a momentum-changing 
three-pointer with 2:32 to 
go in the game. He also con-
tained Lions star Khadeen 
Carrington defensively.

“I wanted the old me 
to come back,” Alkins said. 
“The old me came back to-
day.”

So did a familiar feel-
ing for Christ the King. The 
title is its fourth in the last 
five years and the second 
straight. It beat Loughlin 
for three of those crowns. 
No school has won four of 
five since St. Francis Prep 
took home the titles in 
1953-57. Royals Coach Joe 
Arbitello moves into a tie 
for fifth place with Gary 
DeCesare of St. Raymond 
and former CK Coach Bob 
Oliva for most career titles 
in the CHSAA.

Arbitello, who gave 
credit to assistants Artie 
Cox and Greg Lemko, en-
joyed this win as much as 
the others, but took pride in 
the fact the Royals weren’t 

considered the favorites. 
Christ the King avenged 
a lopsided regular season 
loss to Cardinal Hayes by 
topping them in the semifi-
nals and one upped Lough-
lin (23-6) after the Lions 
shellacked the Royals in 
the Brooklyn/Queens title 
game.

“I just thought we were 
the underdog,” Arbitello 
said. “That’s what made it 

special.”
He watched his team 

go on a 17-3 run to close the 
game and hold Loughlin 
without a field goal over 
the final 4:29. The Lions, 
who shot just 14.3 percent 
from three, missed three 
layups down the stretch. 
Christ the King (23-6) made 
its free throws to seal it. 
Alkins held the Seton Hall-
bound Carrington, who 

had 40 points in the dioc-
esan final, to just 21. Mike 
Williams, who is headed to 
Rutgers, had 15 and Travis 
Atson held Javian Delacruz 
to just eight points.

“That is the main thing 
in the game and we did it,” 
Atson said of his team’s de-
fensive effort.

He was named the 
tournament most valu-
able player after scoring 

21 points and grabbing 10 
rebounds. Adonis Dela-
rosa added 10 points and 15 
boards and Andre Walker 
had 13 points, eight rounds 
and six assists. It was 
Alkins who took his game 
to another level when it 
mattered most. His three-
pointer came right after 
Carrington misfired from 
deep.

“I think that won it,” 
Arbitello said.

Delarosa said the play-
ers gave Alkins, who also 
predicted CK’s regular sea-
son win over Loughlin, the 
OK to guarantee victory, 
much to the displeasure of 
Arbitello. The Royals had 
wanted to continue their 
dominance over Loughlin 
in the big game.

“They got us twice 
this season,” Delarosa said. 
“Last year we got them 
four times, but we got them 
when it counted.”

Ron Naclerio wept 
uncontrollably at the final 
horn of Benjamin Cardozo’s 
first PSAL city champion-
ship since 1999.

They were tears of joy 
and a release of all the nega-
tive emotions that had near-
ly consumed the legend-
ary boys’ basketball coach 
since a blown 10-point half-
time lead to Boys & Girls in 
the 2010 final.

“For a high school 
coach, this is the greatest 
feeling in the world,” Na-
clerio said.

His players promised 
him this moment and to 

give him at least one title 
to ease his pain. Senior 
center Francisco Williams 
told the meticulous and 
eccentric headman  as a 
freshman that the Judges 
would take home a crown, 
and star sophomore guard 
Rashond Salnave had a 
similar message just before 
the championship game. 
Naclerio brushed off their 
predictions.

“I know how hard it 
is,” he said.

An emotionally spent 
Naclerio reminded every-
one of the difficulty in his 
post-game press conference 
with an opening statement 
that lasted nine minutes. 
In 2010, it was a five-point 
loss to the Kangaroos. A 
year later, his team missed 
nine of 11 foul shots in the 
last two minutes of a quar-
terfinal loss to Abraham 
Lincoln. Star forward Jer-
maine Lawrence, who Na-
clerio “loved like a son,” 
unexpectedly transferred 
from Cardozo in 2012. It’s 
something Naclerio still 
isn’t fully over.

“The team thought I 
was going to quit,” he said.

Last season he wasn’t 
on the sidelines for Car-
dozo’s overtime loss to 
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Block Shots

Cardozo coach fi nds redemption 
in Judges’ victory at PSAL fi nal

Christ the King crowned CHSAA champs
Royals defeat Bishop Loughlin for fourth victory in fi ve years and prepare for state tournament

Christ the King’s Adonis Delarosa (front r.) and his teammates celebrate after winning the CHSAA 
championship. Photo by Robert Cole

Cardozo Coach Ron Naclerio is 
overcome with emotion after 
the Judges beat Jefferson. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Nazareth’s Cuevas scores 50 
to end CK’s season in semis

Christ the King’s Kollyns 
Scarbrough (c.) grabs for the 
ball between Nazareth defend-
ers. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 53 Continued on Page 53
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Judges] could beat four 
Brooklyn teams in a row,” 
Jefferson Coach Lawrence 
“Bud” Pollard said. “They 
deserve it.”

Cardozo advances to 

play CHSAA champion 
Christ the King in the state 
Federation semifinals at 
8:30 p.m. March 21 at the 
Times Union Center in Al-
bany. The Judges said they 
were going to enjoy the city 
title with a meal and some 
video games before then re-
turning to business.

“We are going to be up 
all night,” Williams said. 
“We will probably go to 
Marzuq’s house or Ray’s 
house. We are going to stay 
up all night, probably play 
2K [games] and go to Hoot-
ers.”

Tsai understands 
people want to know what 
the circumstances were 
that persuaded the PSAL to 
clear Robinson, but thinks 
honoring the family’s wish 
for privacy is the right 
thing. He said her case was 
fully investigated.

“I think there is a little 
bit of lack of trust that goes 

around with the PSAL,” 
Tsai said. “I think that is 
probably the biggest issue.”

He watched his team 
overcome the issue of South 
Shore’s size advantage and 
rebounding dominance by 
shooting 30 of 44 at the free 
throw line and turning 19 
Viking turnovers into 21 
points. Maryland-bound 
junior Brianna Fraser led 
South Shore with 26 points 
and 15 rebounds. Emmeri 
Archer had 11 points and 
Ashley McDonald put up 

10.
The Patriots advance 

to the state Federation 
championships in Albany, 
where they will face Long 
Island Lutheran in the 
semifinals at 5 p.m. March 
21 at the Times Union Cen-
ter. Until then, they plan to 
enjoy being city champi-
ons.

“I wouldn’t want to 
go through what we went 
through with anybody 
else,” Bady said. “Our team 
really sticks together.”

Continued from Page 51 
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Archbishop Molloy 

was faced with an uphill 
battle it could not win de-
spite a strong second half.

The Stanners’ season 
ended with a 61-47 loss to 
host and eventual cham-
pion St. Anthony’s in the 
CHSAA Class AA girls’ 
basketball state semifinals 
March 5.

Molloy trailed 13-4 af-
ter the first quarter with 
forward Aryn McClure in 
foul trouble, and the Stan-
ners only got as close as 11 
points in the fourth. The 
junior scored 16 points and 
Manhattan-bound guard 

Nyasha Irizarry added 15.
“We came close and we 

just couldn’t get over the 
hump,” McClure said.

The Stanners bench 
tried to get them back into 
the game during the sec-
ond quarter after the slow 
start. Molloy Coach Scott 
Lagas said the team had 
a bad practice prior to the 
contest.

He hoped to ignite a 
spark by having just one 
starter — Irizarry — on the 
floor, for much of the sec-
ond quarter. An Irizarry 
trey pulled Molloy to 19-12 
with 5:20 remaining in the 
frame after Nicole Tetta 
and Taylor Kurs brought 

energy to the court. Turn-
overs allowed St. Anthony’s 
to capitalize on fast breaks. 

It used its size advantage 
with McClure on the bench 
to take a 35-16 lead into the 
half.

“She’s our big [pres-
ence] and she is our athletic 
player, too,” Irizarry said 
of McClure. “It was really 
hard to guard when she got 
into foul trouble.”

Molloy came out of 
the locker with a renewed 
energy, and with McClure 
back on the floor the Stan-
ners were better able to 
compete with St. Anthony’s 
inside. The Stanners (13-13) 
closed the gap to 39-27 with 
4:00 left in the third after 
Irizarry hit a three-pointer 
and then fed McMahon for 

a layup.
McClure missed two 

free throws that would 
have brought Molloy closer. 
They got within 12 again on 
a McClure jumper with 1:12 
remaining in the frame, but 
Gabriella Gangone could 
not convert two foul shots.

“It’s been our Achil-
les heel,” Lagas said of his 
team’s free throw shooting. 
“We shot in the 60s for the 
season.”

The Stanners still 
trailed just 43-31 after 
three quarters, but Molloy 
never got closer than 55-
44 with 1:44 remaining in 
the game. Chastity Taylor 
led St. Anthony’s with 22 

points. Charise Wilson had 
14 and Kalifa Davy added 
seven.

Molloy beat the Fri-
ars the last two years in 
the state playoffs, but this 
wasn’t the same Stanners 
team. It began the year 
with eight new varsity 
players and ended placing 
third in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens during the regular 
season, reaching the dioc-
esan championship game 
and competing in the Class 
AA playoffs.

“I want them to know 
that they can play with any-
body,” Lagas said, looking 
ahead to next season. “Now 
they have the experience.”

Stanners fall to St. Anthony’s in state playoffs

Molloy’s Nyasha Irizarry sets 
up for a three-point shot. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

other end with eight sec-
onds left to put Nazareth up 
84-82. Kollyns Scarbrough 
had her shot blocked by 
Yazmine Belk on the Roy-
als’ last significant posses-
sion.

“I thought we got a 
couple of good looks down 
the stretch,” Mackey said. 
“We really did. I thought Si-
erra got killed on that one 
play, but hey, that’s the way 
it goes.”

Calhoun connected 
on six three-pointers in 
the game and was sensa-
tional in the first half. She 
matched Cuevas nearly shot 

for shot before the break. 
Nazareth then mixed up its 
defense and pressured the 
ball out of Calhoun’s hands. 
Mackey said he wanted to 
get the Duke-bound  wing 
the ball, but her teammates 
weren’t patient enough to 
let her get open.

“They changed their 
defense,” Calhoun said. 
“They went to a box-and-
one and a triangle-and-two. 
They were just face guard-
ing me the whole time. I 
don’t think we adjusted 
well as a team and tried to 
get me the ball.”

Scarbrough, who 
was in early foul trouble, 
scored 13 points for Christ 
the King, which won both 
regular season meetings 

between the two teams and 
the diocesan title. Sydney 
Zambrotta added 12 points. 
Jen Fay, who is headed 
to Quinnipiac, scored 15 
points and the VCU-bound 
Belk tallied seven points 
for Nazareth.

Mackey described the 
locker room filled with 
eight seniors after the game 
as “not fun.” The group 
helped bring two diocesan 
crowns to Middle Village. 
They put together their 
finest season of their high 
school careers this year, 
but fell short of booking a 
trip to the state Federation 
tournament.

“It was a hard loss,” 
Calhoun said. “A tough 
loss.”

Continued from Page 52 
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Jefferson in the quarterfi-
nals after being suspended 
for throwing the Queens 
borough championship 
runner-up plaque. He ques-
tioned if the Judges could 
win this year with No. 2 
Wings and No. 1 Lincoln 
ready to stand in their way 
before other teams knocked 
the Brooklyn powerhouses 
out of the way. His players 
did the rest.

“Have I slipped as a 
coach?” Naclerio said. “I 
don’t think I’ve slipped, 
I just can’t do it as much. 
It was getting to the point 

where they brought me out 
of it.”

Salnave scored 16 
points and made two free 
throws with 2.8 seconds 
left in the final to deliver 
the crown. Williams had 
a game-high 21 points and 
Marzuq Jimoh added 11 
and a key steal late. The 
Judges weren’t going to be 
denied, and Naclerio’s reac-
tion made it even sweeter.

“To get him a city 
championship is like, ‘We 
did it. We did it for you.’ 
This is his first one in 15 
years,” Jimoh said. “No-
body thought we could do it 
and we did it.”

Naclerio couldn’t 
watch the game-clinching 

free throws, but he soaked 
in all of the post-game cele-
bration. He arrived the next 
day at Fordham University 
to scout Bishop Loughlin 
and Christ the King with 
a smile on his face as ev-
eryone he knew congratu-
lated him. The Judges face 
the Royals in Albany next 
week.

Win or lose it won’t 
change his feelings and the 
rejuvenation he has under-
gone.

“I’m going to do every-
thing I can, but it’s going to 
end,” Naclerio said of the 
basketball season. “But 
the memories and the love 
I have for these kids will 
never end.”

Continued from Page 52 
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Queens United civics orga-
nization and supporter of 
the proposed tech-school 
co-location at Martin Van 
Buren, said he thought the 
public advocate had a “one-
size-fits-all” approach to 
co-locations that does not 
work for his community.

“I would advise her 
against her lawsuit,” he 
said. “The local parents 
have basically avoided 
Martin Van Buren. Ninety-

four percent of the student 
population comes from out-
side the community. That is 
unacceptable.”

Success Academy 
founder and longtime 
de Blasio adversary Eva 
Moskowitz also fired back, 
filing paperwork with the 
state Education Depart-
ment seeking to regain the 
space two of her  charters 
were promised last year.

Her office could not be 
reached for additional com-
ment.

The city Department of 
Education said it was work-
ing to find a solution for 

the parents and students 
caught in limbo.

“The administration 
is already taking steps to 
resolve concerns we have 
received by some parents,” 
the department said in a 
statement. “In our deci-
sions, we set consistent, 
objective, commonsense 
standards—most impor-
tantly protecting students 
with disabilities. We re-
main deeply committed to 
the rights of all students, 
and ensuring every child 
has access to a great educa-
tion.”

Petallides said. “A lease 
will not happen with the 
church, especially at that 
cost.”

A call made to the 
broker named Leo earlier 
this week confirmed that 
the owner was not looking 
to sell the property, but no 
lease price was named.

Palesty said the 
church is not interested in 
leasing the lot but would 
certainly be open to buying 

it if it were an option. Even 
if the church was not able 
to acquire the property, he 
said he is still curious to 
know what could occupy 
the space in the future.

“Because it’s across 
the street, we would always 
be open to the possibility of 
acquiring it,” he said. “But 
we are definitely interested 
in knowing what the prop-
erty will be used for be-
cause it would have a direct 
influence on the church.”

Palesty said the 
church will continue to 
look into buying the prop-

erty in hopes that the space 
becomes available in the 
future. For now, he said, all 
anyone can do is wait and 
see what happens.

“It’s a big piece of prop-
erty and it can’t stay like 
that forever,” Petallides 
said. “It’s an eyesore and 
it’s not good for the com-
munity.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

beneficial to all students.
“The co-location is 

something we inherited. 
We’re looking very closely 
at what we’ll be doing from 
this point on,” she said. 
“One of the things that 
Mayor de Blasio has said is 
that co-locations, going for-
ward, if and when they hap-
pen, will happen very dif-
ferently. Just so you know 
what that difference is, it’s 
going to be very transpar-
ent.”

Fariña and de Blasio 
recently came under fire 
from the charter school 
community by canceling 
three proposed co-loca-

tions.
The chancellor said 

co-locations will only hap-
pen in the future if they 
will not be a detriment to 
the students of the building 
being shared. She said a co-
location of an elementary 
school and a middle school 
would be reasonable if the 
middle school prioritized 
the students in the same 
school for acceptance when 
they graduated and they 
shared a guidance coun-
selor to help fifth-graders 
make the jump to sixth-
grade.

“We’re going to make 
a list of what we consider 
reasonable co-locations,” 
she said. “To me what is not 
reasonable is putting an el-
ementary school in a high 
school.”

Fariña also answered 
a query about a local con-
troversy about a teacher 
at PS 201 stopping her stu-
dent from writing an essay 
about Malcolm X for Black 
History Month.

The chancellor said 
the department had spoken 
to the school’s administra-
tion and she was happy 
with how the teacher, who 
apologized to her class, had 
handled the situation.

“There’s no histori-
cal figure that hasn’t been 
sometimes on either side of 
the issue,” she said. “I just 
finished reading a book 
about George Washington 
[with] a very different feel-
ing about him than when I 
read about him in fourth-
grade.”

Education Committee. “In 
addition to providing sup-
port for critical programs 
and resources, our one-
house budget addresses 
the funding challenges 
that many school districts 
face across the state, all the 
while ensuring that each 
and every child is given the 
same chance at a bright and 
successful future.”

Whereas de Blasio pre-
fers a tax increase on city 
residents earning more 
than $500,000 a year to 
provide a steady revenue 
stream for universal pre-K 
and after-school programs, 
Cuomo favors using exist-
ing funds to pay for a state-
wide program, although at 
lower levels than needed 
for the city’s plan.

Borough President 
Melinda Katz, a former as-
semblywoman, was in the 
mayor’s corner, saying a 

dedicated funding stream 
for universal pre-K and 
after-school programs for 
middle schoolers is a win 
for Queens.

“The borough’s chil-
dren will have expanded 
opportunities to continue to 
build their knowledge after 
school and have a greater 
possibility to be afforded a 
head start as a direct result 
of this funding,” she said. 
“I commend the speaker 
and the Assembly major-
ity for taking this first im-
portant step to make this 
a reality for our children. 
By fully supporting this ef-
fort to improve educational 
opportunities for all of our 
city’s children, we will all 
benefit.”

Alicia Hyndman, pres-
ident of the Community Ed-
ucation Council for District 
29 in southeast Queens, 
echoed support for “the 
only plan” that fully funds 
the two initiatives.

In the Senate, however, 
things were less clear. The 

upper chamber did not vote 
on a preliminary budget 
Wednesday and the leader-
ship has been split on the 
issue.

Assembly Speaker 
Dean Skelos (R-Rockville 
Centre) has said he is op-
posed to a tax hike and Sen. 
Jeffrey Klein (D-Bronx), 
who chairs the Independent 
Democratic Conference, 
has come out in support of 
de Blasio’s plan.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who recently 
joined the IDC, said he 
thinks the governor and 
both houses of the Legisla-
ture will work out a deal.

“At the end of the day 
I think there will be a com-
promise,” he said. “Every-
body supports universal 
pre-K. The issue is how it 
should be funded.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

this economic crisis, but at 
least they’re talking.”

The escalating crisis 
began with a freedom move-
ment that started in the 
capitol of Kiev and spread 
nationwide, leading to a vi-
olent crackdown. President 
Viktor Yanukovych fled 
Ukraine Feb. 22.

A new caretaker gov-
ernment led by Alexander 
Turchnyov was in office 
less than two weeks when 
thousands of Russian 
troops entered the Crimean 
Peninsula and surrounded 
military installations and 
government buildings last 
weekend.

The number of Russian 
troops in Crimea had risen 
to 30,000 by Saturday morn-
ing, with fears that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
will annex the region, ac-
cording to Maloney.

New York City is home 
to 200,000 Ukrainians with 
significant populations in 
all three of the boroughs 
Maloney represents, spe-
cifically in Astoria, Man-
hattan’s Lower East Side 
and in northwest Brooklyn. 
Many of her constituents 
were in attendance and sev-
eral spoke.

Dlaboha said, “Ukrai-
nians have been fighting 

a centuries-long battle for 
freedom beginning with 
the Cossacks. We’ve been 
in the hunt for democracy 
with dissidents killed at 
every step of the way. All 
the momentum we’ve built 
over the last three months 
can be derailed by passiv-
ity from the West. I fear we 
might see a screeching U-
turn of history.”

Sunday may be a pivot-
al day in Ukraine’s history 
because Crimea will hold 
a referendum, choosing to 
stay as part of Ukraine or 
join Russia.

“No country in the 
world will recognize 
Crimea as a part of Rus-
sia,” Dlaboha said. “It’s 
unconstitutional and ille-
gitimate. These armed and 
masked men will be on the 
streets and it will discour-
age Crimeans from voicing 
their real opinions. It’s just 
not a safe place to express 
your views right now.”

Walter Danyliviv, of 
Maspeth, is a third-gener-
ation Ukrainian American 
whose grandfather was 
born in the United States 
July 4 during World War 
II while most of his family 
perished in the Gulags. He 
appreciated Maloney’s ef-
fort Saturday.

“I think this meeting 
demonstrated that a large 
segment of the population 
supports President Obama 
and Secretary of State John 
Kerry’s policy because 
Ukraine needs help. We 
can’t do it on our own,” he 
said.

Maloney vowed to con-
tinue outreach with New 
York’s Ukrainian com-
munity, saying, “We stand 
with Ukraine, we stand 
against the invaders.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.
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U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney meets with her Ukrainian contituents 
to discuss the crisis with Russia. Photo by Bill Parry

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
Up to 12 months 0% interest free fi nancing 

See store for details.

On-Site Doctors • Eye Exams • Eyeglasses 
Contact Lenses • Bifocal Lenses • 1 Hour Service

Vision Plans Accepted • Sunglasses
Lowest Price Guarantee

Bay Terrace Shopping Center • 211-51 26 Avenue • Bayside 
718.631.3699 • www.cohensfashionoptical.com

FLEX SPENDING
Use it or lose it!

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier• 
Versace• 
Tiff any• 
Coach• 
Giorgio Armani• 
BVLGARI• 
Gucci• 
Fendi• 
Prada• 
Dior• 
And More!• 

Some restrictions apply. See store for details. In stock items only. Off er ends February 28, 2014 B.T.

$100 OFF

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends February 28, 2014.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. Off er ends February 28, 2014.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends February 28, 2014.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Includes: EYE EXAM, No-Line Bifocal Lenses & Frame Includes: EYE EXAM & 2 Boxes of LensesIncludes: EYE EXAM,  Frame & Lenses

Prescription glasses 
plus FREE Designer 
sunglasses from 
select group


