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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Fire marshals, who are push-
ing to name a Fort Totten play-
ground after one of their fallen 
comrades, came one step closer 
to achieving their goal Monday 
night.

Community Board 7 unani-
mously approved to support the 
fire marshals’ initiative to name a 
playground across the street from 
their base after Martin “Woody” 
McHale.

The marshal died from a 
heart attack while he was driving 
home from work Christmas Eve 
2012.

“He was a role model. He was 
a mentor. He was a fireman’s fire-
man,” said Randall Wilson, com-
manding officer at the fire mar-
shals’ citywide north base in Fort 
Totten, where McHale worked.

McHale served on the FDNY 
for 23 years before suffering a pre-
mature death at 50. He first joined 
the Fire Department in 1989 and 
was promoted to fire marshal 10 
years later. Friends and family 
remembered him as a friendly gi-
ant who was so well-liked that 

BY BILL PARRY

Harsh words and bad feel-
ings toward the MTA have be-
gun anew following the first of 22 
weekends of suspended service 
on the No. 7 subway line into and 
out of Long Island City.

In announcing the date of a 
town hall meeting March 27 but 
not the time or location, Metro-
politan Transportation Authority 
spokesman Kevin Ortiz provided 
an update on the marketing cam-
paign that was promised to help 
boost the local businesses that 
would be affected by the service 
shutdown.

“Re the marketing cam-
paign: The ball is in their court. 
We haven’t received any  creative 

content from the LIC team yet and 
the deadline was last week,” Ortiz 
wrote.

Rebecca Trent, owner of the 
Creek and the Cave Restaurant 
and comedy club, at 10-93 Jackson 
Ave., and the founding member 
of the restaurant association LIC 
Eateries, was furious.

“We have met every deadline 
when the MTA gave us specs on 
what to send. The problem was 
that they usually gave us 36 to 
48 hours’ notice to send images 
without answering our questions 
regarding use, duration of cam-
paign and distribution. They also 
said they needed releases to ac-
company images, but no matter 
how many times we’ve asked for 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

As the war over horse-drawn carriages con-
tinues to divide New York City, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) is standing firm on his posi-
tion to ban the industry despite comments made 
by movie star Liam Neeson this week backing the 

Neeson’s plea for carriage horses 

fails to change Avella’s opposition
BY SARINA TRANGLE

Few bars advertise 
their services with bever-
ages flying through the 
air or accessories catching 
fire.

But that is how Rogue’s 
Magic Bar made its foray in 
Rego Park.

Roger “Rogue” Quan 
gave the watering hole’s 
first performance Feb. 28, 
beckoning a crowd by turn-
ing a rainbow scarf into a 
black shawl with a shimmy 
and extinguishing a flam-
ing stick in his mouth.

Spectators scrambled 
to snap photos and record 
videos on their phone when 

Rogue held a copy of the 
Daily News above a diner’s 
head and poured a bottle of 
water into it. None spilled 
onto the table below.

Rogue, 35, and his fi-
ancee Paulina Gonzalez, 
27, plan to formally open 
Rogue’s Magic Bar on the 
second floor of Red Panda 

Plan to honor
fallen marshal
at Totten OK’d

7 track work
hurts LIC biz
on weekends

Venues await MTA marketing campaign
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Continued on Page 13 Continued on Page 14

Magic on menu in Rego Park

Roger “Rogue” Quan performs magic at 
Rogue Magic Bar’s soft opening Feb. 28. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

CELEBRATING WOMEN

Janaki Patrik performs during an International Women’s Day 
music and dance showcase at Queens Library’s Flushing branch. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo
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BY BILL PARRY AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Richmond Hill fam-
ily was mourning its patri-
arch, who police say was 
mowed down by a hit-and-
run driver while crossing 
the street in Long Island 
City last Friday night.

Relatives of 64-year-old 
Kumar Ragunath expected 
a wake for loved ones to be 
held Thursday and Friday 
with a funeral planned for 
Saturday morning.

“We are waiting for 
the funeral to finish,” Ra-
gunath’s daughter, Shanaz 
Pentayah, said Wednesday 
before the family’s plans to 
press for any updates in the 
case.

A spokesman for the 
NYPD said Wednesday af-
ternoon that no arrests had 
been made.

Ragunath had been 
headed to his second day of 
work as the fire safety di-
rector at the Holiday Inn in 
Queens Plaza when he was 
struck, relatives said.

“Friday night was his 
second night,” said Ragu-

nath’s wife, Nazaroon Ragu-
nath, in the family’s home 
on Kew Gardens Road.

Authorities said Ragu-
nath had been attempting 
to cross Northern Boule-
vard from the south to the 
north side near 40th Road 
when he was run down at 
around 10:30 p.m. by a dark-
colored vehicle which then 
fled the scene.

Emergency respond-
ers were called to the busy 
roadway and brought Ra-
gunath, who had suffered 
severe head trauma and 
a broken leg, to Elmhurst 

Hospital, police said.
“They came around at 

like 4 a.m.” Nazaroon Ra-
gunath said. “That’s when 
they told us he didn’t make 
it.”

A father to three and 
grandfather to six, Ragu-
nath loved watching crime 
shows, playing cricket and 
listening to Indian music.

“When it was snow 
time, he would go out there 
and clean all of the neigh-
bors’ sidewalks,” his wife 
said.

He and his wife met in 
their native Berbice, Guay-
ana, his daughter said.

“I lived in the same vil-
lage back home,” Nazaroon 
Ragunath said. “We used to 

see each other every day be-
cause he would pass by my 
house, and that’s how we 
knew each other.”

The couple married in 
1975 and became parents of 
two sons and one daughter.

Ragunath adored his 
grandkids, who are be-
tween 6 and 13.

“He was a very, very 

generous person,” his wife 
of 39 years said. “Everyone 
loved him.”

Ragunath had been 
looking for employment 
since August and was 
thrilled to have found the 
Long Island City job, but 
even though he would have 
preferred not to work the 
overnight shift.

On Ragunath’s first 
day on the job his supervi-
sor picked him up, and Fri-
day night was the first time 
he had taken the subway to 
work, his wife said.

On Sunday morning, 
Pentayah placed bouquets 
of flowers and a teddy bear 
at the intersection where 
her father was killed. Pen-
tayah said she found a hat 
in the roadway which she 
believed belonged to her 
father.

“He was the most gen-
erous man ever,” she said. 
“He always gives to every-
one.”

Family members said 
they were optimistic that 
police would find the hit-
and-run driver.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña came to 
Queens last week to answer 
parents’ questions and give 
her vision for the future of 
the city’s education system 
at a town hall meeting.

Hundreds of parents 
and educators filed into 
the District 25 meeting at 
PS 154 March 5 to ask ques-
tions of the new chancellor.

Fariña fielded queries 
about some of the city’s 
most contentious educa-
tion issues, including Com-
mon Core and co-located 
schools.

She had been a life-
long educator, working as 
a teacher, principal and 
superintendent before serv-
ing as deputy chancellor in 
2004. Fariña quit after two 
years in that position after 
disagreements with the 

Bloomberg administration 
and was appointed by May-
or Bill de Blasio as chancel-
lor in December.

“This is an adminis-
tration, both the mayor and 

I feel,  [in which] the client is 
the child in the classroom,” 
she said at the beginning of 
the meeting. “The consum-
ers are you and the teach-
ers are the people (who) we 

need to serve the client and 
the consumer. So if we don’t 
make it important to talk to 
all these constituents, we 
really won’t be in a very 
good place.”

Fariña touted District 
25, which covers Flushing, 
Whitestone, College Point 
and part of Fresh Mead-
ows, as a district that al-
ways pushed for more arts 
funding and valued the 
arts despite cuts in previ-
ous years.

Parents and educators 
wrote down their questions 
on pieces of paper and then 
submitted them to the Dis-
trict 25 board to be read out 
to the chancellor, who said 
she would make sure to per-
sonally answer questions 
by telephone that were not 
addressed at the meeting.

The night’s first ques-
tion was about Common 
Core.

“What’s the sense in 
coming to school only to 
learn Common Core? The 
children are only going to 
learn what’s on the exam,” 
the question read.

Fariña said Common 
Core has not been described 
in a way most people can 
understand it and said she 
was going to try to clarify 
the standardization initia-
tive with workshops in the 
future.

“Common Core is not a 
curriculum. Common Core 
is a set of strategies,” she 
said.

Fariña said Com-
mon Core teaches students 
many important skills she 
believes are vital, such as 
the ability to compare and 
contrast and public speak-
ing.

“I do think we as a 
country need to raise our 
standards. We cannot as-
sume that other countries 
can outperform us when we 
know we have the best and 
the brightest in this coun-
try,” she said.

Family of LIC hit-run victim hopes driver is found

Fariña praises Dist. 25’s commitment to arts in schools

City Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña (c.) speaks at a District 25 meeting at PS 154 in Flushing. 
Photo by Alex Robinson

A flashing sign alerts drivers to the fatal hit-and-run accident on Northern Boulevard in Long Island 
City. Photo by Christina Santucci

KUMAR RAGUNATH
Photo courtesy the Ragunath family 
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
The woman in charge 

of building buzz for down-
town Jamaica’s retail strip 
is moving on to Brooklyn, 
where her expertise will 
help two business districts 
work together.

Katie Mirkin is leaving 
her job as director of retail 
and economic development 
at the Jamaica Center Busi-
ness Improvement District 
to take a position as the 
deputy executive director 
of the team that will be cre-
ating a joint-management 
structure for the Church 
Avenue and Flatbush Ave-
nue BIDs in central Brook-
lyn.

“I’ll be taking all I’ve 
been doing here and apply-
ing it there,” said Mirkin, 
who first started working 
in downtown Jamaica two 
years ago as a consultant 
studying shopping prefer-
ences in the neighborhood.

Mirkin’s tenure in 
downtown Jamaica coincid-
ed with a time of transition 
for the area that was once a 
major retail destination for 
Queens and Long Island, 
but has been left with fewer 
choices by decades of disin-
vestment.

Under her direction 
the BID’s studies found 
there is $2.5 billion in un-
met demand for full-service 
restaurants, clothing stores 
and home furnishing out-
lets — and armed with this 
information, Mirkin set out 

to pair Jamaica Avenue’s 
property owners with po-
tential tenants.

Events like Jamaica 
Revealed held in Decem-
ber had the neighborhood’s 
three BIDs, city agencies, 
the Greater Jamaica Devel-
opment Corp. and members 
of the business and arts 
communities joined in the 
effort to promote the area 
to potential restaurateurs.

“I’m really proud of 
the way that the public 
and private organizations 
have come together to col-
laborate on initiatives that 
serve the community,” Mir-
kin said.

As the head of the 
BID’s retail efforts, Mirkin 
worked with property own-
ers to show their sites off to 
potential tenants, and she 
said she has hopes that the 
district will be able to bring 
in a few big names.

Last year the develop-

er United American, which 
brought an H&M store to a 
site it revamped in down-
town Brooklyn, assembled 
three properties along a 
key strip of Jamaica Av-
enue, including the land-
marked Jamaica Savings 
Bank, and Mirkin said the 
developer is in talks with 
the likes of a TJ Maxx or 
Raymour & Flannigan to 
fulfill shoppers’ needs.

Private investment 
has lured a trendy barbe-
cue restaurant to the area 
and the GJDC has spurred 
several retail, residential 
and hotel developments 
that promise to transform 
the neighborhood in the 
coming years.

Mirkin said the suc-
cesses so far have come 
from strong collaboration 
with all the interested par-
ties — a key lesson she will 
bring with her as she heads 
to Brooklyn.

Downtown retail expert leaving 
job at Jamaica BID for Brooklyn

Katie Mirkin, the Jamaica Center BID’s outgoing director of retail 
and economic development, says projects like United American’s 
renovation on Jamaica Avenue will reshape the neighborhood.
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BY BILL PARRY
An anti-gentrifica-

tion banner found hang-
ing along the front of the 
doomed 5Pointz warehouse 
on Jackson Avenue in Long 
Island City did not faze the 
building’s owner, Jerry 
Wolkoff.

“I have nothing against 
it. I just didn’t understand 
it,” he said. “What, did they 
think they were hurting 
me?”

Two street artists from 
Brooklyn, known only as 
gilf! and BAMN ( By Any 
Means Necessary) put up 
the banner Sunday morn-
ing. Fashioned after yel-
low caution tape found at 
construction sites, the ban-
ner read “Gentrification 
in Progress” in bold black 
letters.

“It’s a conversation 
starter,” gilf! said. “I under-
stand the need for housing, 
but at what cost? We don’t 
have to destroy years and 
years of graffiti and hip-hop 

culture for another soulless 
glass structure. There’s got 
to be a better way.”

Wolkoff thought the 
banner’s message was a 
positive one.

“I don’t take it as a 
negative because it’s true 
— gentrification is in prog-
ress,” he said. “I’m going to 
change the whole neighbor-
hood and make it great.”

He said the new popu-

lation that moves into the 
two high-rise towers he will 
build will transform the 
area and make the neigh-
borhood businesses thrive. 
But first he has to tear 
down the building, at 22-44 
Jackson Ave., which was 
known around the world as 
5Pointz, the graffiti mecca, 
for the last 20 years.

An asbestos abatement 
project inside the block-long 

complex is nearly finished 
and, contrary to rumor, 
Wolkoff said it was being 
done by union workers.

“There are two differ-
ent unions. I chose one and 
the other one is upset about 
it,” Wolkoff said.

He went with Local 
12A instead of Local 78 and 
Wolkoff believes that is 
where the rumor started.

Local 12A President 

Jaime Soto said, “Yeah, it’s 
them because they’re not 
on the job. I’d be saying the 
same thing if Wolkoff was 
using Local 78.”

Several calls to Local 
78 were not returned.

Wolkoff said the as-
bestos abatement should 
be finished in two weeks 
and then he can apply for 
the demolition permit so he 
can tear down the building, 
making way for the 1,049-
unit residential towers.

“We’re not stopping. 
I can’t wait to get into the 
ground and get these build-
ings started,” Wolkoff said.

Wolkoff got the green 
light from a Brooklyn fed-
eral judge in November and 
then enraged the artists 
community by whitewash-
ing the 350 graffiti murals 
under the cover of dark-
ness. The last of the artists, 
Meres One, closed his office 
and left when his lease ex-
pired Dec. 1.

But still the tourists 

come. On Friday, New Zea-
lander Lee Farrell climbed 
down from the roof on a 
rusted fire escape.

“Any idea how to get 
into the building, mate?” 
he asked.

The 29-year-old back-
packer had just flown in 
from Berlin, where the 
street-art scene is still 
thriving.

“They all talked about 
5Pointz, so I had to see it. I 
had no idea the graffiti was 
covered over and the build-
ing is coming down,” Far-
rell said. “At least I had a 
great view of the city from 
the roof.”

When told of the visi-
tor, Wolkoff said, “Maybe I 
better take down those fire 
escapes before someone 
gets hurt.”

He added that he has 
people keeping an eye on 
the complex, but he does 
not have security guards 
on-site.

ENTER SWEEPSTAKES TO WIN! 2014 HYUNDAI GENESIS (LIC & Mount Vernon Locations Only)

347-448-8860 | www.MyFoodBazaar.com

Over 75,000 square feet!
VALUE, VARIETY 

& QUALITY 
UNDER ONE ROOF!

NOW IN Long Island City!

10% OFF TOTAL GROCERY BILL
Coupon expires April 20, 2014. Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupon valid only at Food Bazaar 
located at 42-02 Northern Boulevard Long Island City, New York 11101. Coupon not valid and cannot be used at any other Food Bazaar location. 
10% off entire purchase of $50 or more (“Qualifying Purchase”). Qualifying Purchases are calculated BEFORE taxes, bottle deposits, and the face value of manufacturer coupons 
and AFTER Food Bazaar store coupons and any doubled or tripled value of manufacturer coupons. Program excludes prescription medications, gift certifi cates, gift cards, postage 
stamp sales, money orders, money transfers, lottery tickets, as well as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Not valid 
with any other offer and Coupon cannot be combined with employee, senior citizen, fi re department and other discounts typically offered by Food Bazaar. Coupon not valid for 
the purchase of gift certifi cates and cannot be redeemed as cash or merchandise credit if merchandise is returned. Coupon discount savings applied to all purchased items on a 
prorated basis; any refunds will be given in the prorated amount. No cash value.

 Farm Fresh Produce
 Fresh Seafood Daily

 International Specialties
 Open 24/7; Free Parking

5Pointz owner defends move to gentrify area

A backpacker from New Zealand visits 5Points expecting to see a graffiti mecca, not a whitewashed 
shell awaiting demolition. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A church that sits 
across the street from a 
vacant lot at the corner of 
Northern Boulevard and 
196th Street in Auburndale 
has started exploring the 
possibility of purchasing 
the empty property.

The Rev. Paul Palesty, 
of St. Nicholas Greek Or-
thodox Church, said the 
church is interested in 
buying the four-block-wide 
stretch of land that has been 
the source of confusion and 
speculation by many neigh-
borhood residents while it 
has sat empty and undevel-
oped for several years. He 
said the church, at 196-10 
Northern Blvd., has con-
sidered purchasing the lot 
and turning it into some 
kind of community facility, 
possibly a parking lot, that 
would serve to benefit the 
entire area.

“A parking lot would 
be great, and we would be 
putting up a nice facility 
to help out the whole com-
munity,” he said. “There’s 

a big parking problem here, 
especially when school lets 
out, and that would be a 
great help.”

Chris Petallides, a 
member of Community 
Board 11 in Little Neck and 
a parishioner at St. Nicho-
las, said Palesty reached 
out to him and asked him 
to research what it would 
cost to purchase the lot 
and what steps would be 
required.

Petallides, an archi-
tect, said he called a man 
named Leo whose phone 
number was shown on a 
banner hanging on the 
construction fence at the 
property and was told that 
the owner is not interested 
in selling.

“He claimed to be a 
broker and told me that 
it’s not for sale, that it’s for 
lease only,” Petallides said.

He also said the man 
told him that the owner is 
looking to lease the prop-
erty for a price of around 
$600,000 per year, a figure 
that both he and Palesty 
said is too high to consider.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Fire marshals, who are 
pushing to name a Fort Tot-
ten playground after one of 
their fallen comrades, came 
one step closer to achieving 
their goal Monday night.

Community Board 7 
unanimously approved to 
support the fire marshals’ 
initiative to name a play-
ground across the street 
from their base after Mar-
tin “Woody” McHale.

The marshal died from 
a heart attack while he was 
driving home from work 
Christmas Eve 2012.

“He was a role model. 
He was a mentor. He was 
a fireman’s fireman,” 
said Randall Wilson, com-
manding officer at the fire 
marshals’ citywide north 
base in Fort Totten, where 
McHale worked.

McHale served on the 
FDNY for 23 years before 
suffering a premature 
death at 50. He first joined 
the Fire Department in 
1989 and was promoted to 
fire marshal 10 years later. 
Friends and family remem-
bered him as a friendly gi-
ant who was so well-liked 
that a West 14th Street 
bar in Manhattan made 
McHale its namesake while 
he was still alive.

Wilson wrote a letter 
to CB 7 in November asking 
for its support to rename 
the playground, where 

McHale used to bring his 
young twin sons to play.

“They feel comfort go-
ing to the park, as that’s 
their memory of their dad. 
It would mean the world 
to me and I think it would 
mean the world to my chil-
dren,” said Hope McHale, 
the fallen marshal’s widow. 
“When the fire marshals 
told me about it, I was so 
excited.”

Marilyn Bitterman, 
the board’s district manag-
er, said she will now write a 
letter to Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, appealing for support.

A city Parks Depart-
ment spokesman said the 
department had not yet 
received a formal request 
from CB 7 to name the prop-
erty, so he could not com-
ment on it.

Parks will typically 
name things for an individ-
ual if he or she made a sig-
nificant contribution to the 
site or to parks in general, 
the spokesman said.

Parks are renamed at 
the discretion of the Parks 
commissioner or through 
local law.

The board also voted 

on another Parks Commit-
tee proposal at its meeting 
Monday night to approve a 
$2.4 million restoration of 
Macneil Park, which sits 
northwest of Poppenhusen 
Avenue.

The plan will repair 
portions of the College 
Point park’s esplanade and 
build a fishing area. The 
erosion of the park’s sea-
wall and waterfront paths 
occurred over many years 
of use, Parks officials told 
community board mem-
bers. St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church is looking into buying an emp-

ty lot at the corner of 196th Street and Northern Boulevard in 
Auburndale.

Martin “Woody” McHale plays with one of his twin sons in a playground that fire marshals are pushing 
to have named after their fallen colleague. Photo by Michael Gottlieb

Church eyeing lot 
on Northern Blvd.

CB 7 OKs marshals’ plan
Initiative to name Ft. Totten playground after dead fi refi ghter wins support
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A development com-
pany was quick to lap up 
the leftovers after Joe Ab-
bracciamento Restaurant 
and Catering served its last 
course.

Joe Abbracciamento 
closed March 2 after at-
tracting dignitaries such 
as President John F. Ken-
nedy and the late U.S. Rep. 
Geraldine Ferraro while 
dishing up Italian classics 
for 65 years.

On March 3, Criterion 
Group, an Astoria-based 
development company, 
submitted plans to the city 
Department of Buildings 
seeking to merge 62-96 
Woodhaven Blvd. with two 
lots just north of the former 
restaurant and construct a 
120-unit apartment build-
ing on the land.

The seven-story build-
ing would come with 47 en-
closed parking spaces and 
13 outdoor ones, according 
to paperwork filed with the 
DOB.

John Abbracciamento, 
who took over the restau-
rant his father opened in 
1948, said the developers 
had not yet closed on the 
property.

Criterion confirmed 
it was negotiating the sale 
through Woodhaven Capi-
tal LLC, which is registered 
with the state.

The project would not 
require zoning variances, 
according to Eric Benaim, 
of Modern Spaces, which is 
handling press for the pro-
posal.

He said the apartments 
would be rentals, but that 
the developer was still fi-
nalizing renderings so the 
price range of the units and 
project cost could not yet be 
estimated.

Community Board 5 
Chairman Vincent Arcuri 
Jr. said the board would 
want to study how drive-
ways connect with the 
apartment building.

“Anything that goes 

in there will have an effect 
on the traffic and safety 
of Woodhaven Boulevard. 
We’d be concerned where 
the entrances and exits in 
that area would be,” Arcuri 
said.

Criterion is still draft-
ing the traffic plan, accord-
ing to Benaim.

The company is hop-
ing to utilize the sign that 
has become a hallmark of 
Joe Abbracciamento in the 
building.

“We plan on keeping 
the sign and having an art-
ist do something to recreate 
it,” Benaim said. “Maybe it 
would be incorporated in 
the lobby.”

But the fate of the or-
ange and beige art deco 
brick that has character-
ized the building since it 
housed a movie theater is 
less certain.

Benaim said Criterion 
would not begin consider-
ing the façade of the apart-
ments until the interior 
floor plan had been worked 
out.

Michael Perlman, 
chairman of the Rego-For-
est Preservation Council, 
said the group would like 
to see flourishes from the 
building’s days as a theater 
preserved.

Architect Charles 
Sandblom designed Drake 
Theatre as the 1939 World’s 
Fair in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park approached, 
according to Perlman. It 
started screening movies 
in 1935, just before the In-
dependent Subway System 
began serving the growing 
Rego Park population.

Drake closed in the ear-
ly 1990s, but Perlman said 
the brick trim remained as 
smaller stores started mov-
ing into the movie theater.

“Where are our elect-
ed officials and the [city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission] on this issue? 
Must every distinctive site 
be demolished for condos? 
What about respect for our 
architectural and cultural 
history and character?” 
Perlman wrote in an e-
mail.

Perlman said many 
mourned the closure of For-
est Hills’ Trylon Theater in 
2005, particularly because 
it was built to coincide with 
the 1939 World’s Fair and 
some of its historic features 
disappeared as the build-
ing was converted to a syn-
agogue and cultural center 
for Bukharian Jewish im-
migrants.

Apartments planned 
for Abbracciamento’s

Developers hope to incorporate the Joe Abbracciamento sign into 
the lobby of an apartment building slated for the Rego Park prop-
erty. Photo by Sarina Trangle
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A Brooklyn state as-

semblyman has launched a 
new advertising campaign 
to warn Jackson Heights 
residents that there is a for-
mer Nazi prison guard liv-
ing among them.

Dov Hikind’s ads ask 
the question, “Would you 
be a Nazi’s neighbor?”

Hikind, son of Holo-
caust survivors, said his 
campaign was inspired by 
the case of Jakiw Palij, a 
former Nazi prison guard 
from Poland, who lives 
on 89th Street in Jackson 
Heights.

“It isn’t just about Pal-
ij,” Hikind said. “It’s about 
any Nazi war criminal still 
living here and breathing 
our air. It’s a moral issue 
and justice has been de-
layed for a very long time.”

Palij has been in the 
United States for 60 years. 
He was stripped of his 
American citizenship in 

2003 for falsely claiming in 
the 1950s that he worked on 
a farm in Germany during 
World War II.

Immigration Court 
Judge Robert Owens found 
that Palij had worked as a 
guard at the Trawniki la-
bor camp in Poland, where 
more than 6,000 Jews were 
exterminated over the 
course of two days in 1943. 
The massacre formed part 
of the SS’s Operation Har-
vest Festival during which 
42,000 Jews were killed.

Federal prosecutors 
did not directly accuse Palij 
of participating in the mas-
sacre, but said his position 
as a guard made it possible.

“Anyone that worked 
in a concentration camp 
knows what happened 
there. We just want to get 
them out of the country,” 
Hikind said.

Owens ordered Palij 
deported to Ukraine, the 
modern-day home of Palij’s 
village, Paduak, formerly 

part of Poland. The U.S. 
Justice Department has 
tried to deport the retired 
draftsman for more than 
a decade but cannot find a 
country willing to accept 
him.

Asked Wednesday 
morning if he feared 
vigilantism inspired by 
Hikind’s campaign, the 
91-year-old Palij said, “I 
don’t know anything about 
it. I’m old and I’m sick.”

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) supports the cam-
paign, saying, “It’s impor-
tant because his neighbors 
should know that this guy 
is living here. It’s shocking 
to know that he’s living in a 
neighborhood known for its 
tolerance.”

Dromm added that he 
has protested with Yeshiva 
students at the house in the 
past.

“They’ve always been 
very balanced protests, 
never any talk of vigilan-

tism, so no, I don’t fear 
that in Jackson Heights,” 
Dromm said.

Hikind’s ads are ap-
pearing in Jewish newspa-
pers and he wanted them in 
bus stops and subway sta-
tions to raise awareness.

“We’re still waiting to 
hear back from the Transit 
Authority,” he said.

The Simon Weisenthal 
Center estimates that of 
the 3,000 to 5,000 Nazi war 
criminals who came to the 
United States, about 10 per-
cent are still alive.

“That’s an insult to de-
cency and an affront to jus-
tice,” Hikind said. “Worst 
of all, it’s a vile slur to the 
innocent souls of the men, 
women and children that 
were murdered by the Na-
zis.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.
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Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
Rates subject to change without notice. Not all borrowers will qualify. Visit website for complete list of rates. Terms and restrictions apply. 

We’ll help you leverage the value of your 
home with competitive rates and personal 
attention you �ust won’t �nd at �igger �an�s� 
At Qside, you’re a member, not a number. 
Come say hello. 
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Home Equity 
Loan 

4.25%
Fixed Rate, 
5-Year Term 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

3.75%
Variable Rate 

HELOC

APR* APR*

� Rates applicable to all credit scores

� No prepayment penalties 

� Re�nancing and pre-approval available

� No points, application fees, 
transaction fees or annual fees

THE LAST GREAT DEAL
IN NYC REAL ESTATE 

Brooklyn Assmblyman Dov Hikind launches an ad cam-
paign inspired by a Nazi still living in Jackson Heights. 

Ad courtesy of Dov Hikind

Hikind targets Nazi living in Jackson Heights
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

A group of more than 
40 Willets Point business 
owners who are relocating 
to the Bronx together have 
a few kinks to work out 
before they can move into 
their new home.

The Sunrise Co-op 
signed a lease Friday on an 
84,000-square-foot space in 
Hunts Point, at 1080 Leggett 
Ave., but will not be able 
to occupy the new facility 
for a few months because 
it needs some work, the 
group’s organizers said. 
The new space, part of a 
144,000-square-foot ware-
house, now must be divided 
so there are designated ar-
eas for each business.

Marco Neira, one of 
the group’s organizers, 
said the construction to 
build all the necessary 

partitions may take up to 
a few months. The group’s 
organizers were scheduled 
to meet an engineer at the 
site Tuesday to figure out 
the details and extent of 

the work. Their lease is for 
10 years with an option for 
a five-year extension, said 
Ted De Barbieri, a lawyer 
with the Urban Justice 
Center, a legal advocacy 

group,  who is representing 
the group.

“We definitely want to 
get customers there once 
it’s up and operating,” De 
Barbieri said. “We need to 
subdivide it further.”

The Sunrise Co-op had 
been closing in on signing 
a lease on the property for 
a couple of months when 
negotiations with the land-
lord to fix the bathroom 
and address several other 
issues slowed the process 
down.

Meanwhile, many of 
the group’s members have 
been without properties 
to conduct their business 
since the end of January, 
when they accepted deals 
worth six months’ rent 
from the city to vacate their 
businesses. Some accepted 
payments worth 12 months’ 
rent to leave the Iron Trian-

gle by the end of November.
Dozens of auto repair 

shops that have populated 
Willets Point for decades 
have been pushed out to 
make room for the first 
phase of a $3 billion redevel-
opment of the blighted area 
into a new neighborhood 
with commercial, residen-
tial and retail space.

Many of the Sunrise 
Co-op’s members have been 
out on the street fixing cars, 
trying to make a living, as 
they wait to move into the 
new location, Neira said.

“They’re on the streets 
trying to survive. Every-
body has a family so they 
have to create an income,” 
he said. “With this, we can 
have the hope and in two or 
three months we can start 
doing business again.”

The group will be eli-
gible to receive $2 million 

in relocation funds from 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. for the move, 
which organizers said they 
will use on a security de-
posit and rent.

This fund was avail-
able for businesses that re-
located in groups of five or 
more.

The group’s members 
could also receive funds 
from the city Housing De-
partment for moving ex-
penses on an individual 
basis.

The Sunrise Co-op 
also hopes to get additional 
funds through a lawsuit it 
filed Feb. 4 against the city 
and developers, Sterling 
Equities and Related Cos., 
challenging the whole $3 
billion development and 
contending the city’s relo-
cation effort was ineffec-
tive.

Willets Point shops fi nd new home
Sunrise Co-op signs lease in South Bronx but still has work to do before businesses can move in

The Sunrise Co-op signed a lease on an 84,000-square-
foot space in Hunts Point, at 1080 Leggett Ave. 

Photo courtesy Edwin Soto/Bronx Times
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Please Call Ahead For Reservations, Folks!!!

A WIDE VARIETY OF LIVEIRISH MUSIC,IRISH STEPDANCERS,BAGPIPERS,AND MORE !

SUNDAY
MARCH 16  

and 
MONDAY 
MARCH 17

SPECIAL
ST. PADDY’S MENU

INCLUDING
TRADITIONAL 

IRISH FAVORITES  

CORNED BEEF

 ‘n’ CABBAGE, AND

SHEPHERD’S PIE

64-21 53rd Dr., (718) 672-9696
www.oneillsmaspeth.com

3:00 PM on...

SUNDAY
ALL DAY!MONDAY
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LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS

Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE  
$24 + TAX 
INCLUDES: 
 1¼ lb Lobster  

(steamed or broiled)
 French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries  

or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

TWIN  
$44 + TAX 

INCLUDES: 
 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)

 (Two) French Fries, Sweet Potato 
Fries or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–9pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 3/18/14

Exp. 3/18/14

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The former Parkway 
Hospital property appears 
to be bound for another 
auction.

A limited liability com-
pany that staked out the 70-
35 113th St. property with 
a $22 million bid during a 
Jan. 10 foreclosure auction 
opted not to move forward 
with the sale, according to 
Joseph Risi, the referee as-
signed to the foreclosure 
case.

Risi said 70-35 113th 
Street Holdings LLC paid 
the required 10 percent 
down payment, but never 
handed over the remainder 
of the bid.

Auberge Grand Cen-
tral LLC, which holds the 
mortgage on the Forest 
Hills property, granted the 
LLC more time to complete 
the sale after the 30-day 
window for closing passed.

Risi said the 
56,400-square-foot lot would 
likely be put up for auction 
again while the court decid-
ed where the $2.2 million 
deposit should be directed.

As of Wednesday, 70-
35 113th Street Holdings 
was not registered with the 
state. The potential new 
owners never disclosed 
their identities publicly.

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) said she tried to orga-
nize two meetings with the 
LLC to discuss its plans for 

the property. She said the 
company’s representatives 
asked to reschedule the 
first meeting and showed 
up an hour and a half late 
to the second.

“I had to leave, so I 
didn’t sit down with them,” 
said Koslowitz, who de-
clined to disclose the rep-
resentatives’ identities 
because she was unsure if 
they would assume owner-
ship of Parkway. “I want 
to know what’s going to be 
there because right now the 
building is an eyesore.”

Since the state Com-
mission on Healthcare Fa-
cilities shut the hospital in 
2008, the empty Forest Hills 
building has racked up 14 
open violations with the 
city Department of Build-
ings and seven with the 
city Environmental Con-
trol Board.  Telecommu-
nications companies have 
rented space on the roof.

Parkway currently has 
a $10,700 tab for infractions 
that range from failing to 
maintain the building ex-
terior because of bulging 
bricks to not having its el-
evator annually inspected, 
according to the DOB web-
site.  The 

Parkway’s owner and 
chief executive officer, Dr. 
Robert Aquino, lost the 
battle to reopen Parkway 
as creditors began pursu-
ing him for unpaid debts.

Aquino filed a lawsuit 
in 2009 against then-state 

Assemblyman Anthony 
Seminerio and former Ja-
maica Hospital CEO David 
Rosen, accusing them of 
setting Parkway up to fail 
after Rosen bribed Semi-
nerio to support Jamaica 
Hospital in the state Legis-
lature.

Seminerio died in pris-
on and Rosen was sentenced 
to a three-year prison term 
for bribery.

Aquino pleaded guilty 
in January 2012 to federal 
bribery charges stemming 
from his attempts to pay 
former state Sen. Carl Kru-
ger $60,000 in exchange for 
Kruger lobbying to revive 
Parkway. He was sentenced 
to four months in prison.

But the former CEO 
had spent years trying to 
turn around Parkway.

Between March 2006 
and July 2007, he took out 
$61 million in loans from 
Medical Capital Holdings 
Inc. through three entities 
attorneys believe Aquino 
or his family controlled 
— Parkway Hospital Inc., 
which operated the hospi-
tal; Parkway Acquisition I, 
which leased the land and 
building to the hospital; 
and Capitol Health Man-
agement Inc., which man-
aged six medical practices 
in the tri-state area and 
staffed Parkway’s emer-
gency room, according to 
federal court documents 
filed by a receiver for Medi-
cal Capital Holdings.

Bidder for Parkway Hosp.
fails to close on $22M sale

The Parkway Hospital property remains in limbo since the state shuttered it in 2008.
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a West 14th Street bar in 
Manhattan made McHale 
its namesake while he was 
still alive.

Wilson wrote a letter 
to CB 7 in November asking 
for its support to rename 
the playground, where 
McHale used to bring his 
young twin sons to play.

“They feel comfort go-
ing to the park, as that’s 
their memory of their dad. 
It would mean the world 
to me and I think it would 
mean the world to my chil-
dren,” said Hope McHale, 
the fallen marshal’s widow. 
“When the fire marshals 
told me about it, I was so 
excited.”

Marilyn Bitterman, 
the board’s district manag-
er, said she will now write a 
letter to Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, appealing for support.

A city Parks Depart-
ment spokesman said the 
department had not yet 
received a formal request 
from CB 7 to name the prop-
erty, so he could not com-

ment on it.
Parks will typically 

name things for an individ-
ual if he or she made a sig-
nificant contribution to the 
site or to parks in general, 
the spokesman said.

Parks are renamed at 
the discretion of the Parks 
commissioner or through 
local law.

The board also voted 
on another Parks Commit-
tee proposal at its meeting 
Monday night to approve a 
$2.4 million restoration of 
Macneil Park, which sits 
northwest of Poppenhusen 
Avenue.

The plan will repair 
portions of the College 
Point park’s esplanade and 
build a fishing area. The 
erosion of the park’s sea-
wall and waterfront paths 
occurred over many years 
of use, Parks officials told 
community board mem-
bers.

The department will 
also replace a chain link 
fence along the waterfront 
with a painted railing, 
build granite steps down to 
the water and restore the 
park’s tree canopy.

carriages.
The Oscar-nominat-

ed actor visited Clinton 
Park Stables on Manhat-
tan’s West 52nd Street last 
weekend, inviting all 51 
City Council members and 
Mayor Bill de Blasio to join 
him, to pledge his support 
for keeping the carriage 
industry open.

De Blasio did not at-
tend, but 10 Council mem-
bers joined Neeson as he 
toured the stables in hopes 
of showing them that the 
living conditions are not 
harmful to the animals.

Neeson said he want-
ed to demonstrate to city 
officials that the horses 
are well-cared-for and help 
them see that the industry 
is part of the city’s his-
tory. Avella, whose fight 
to eliminate horse-drawn 
carriages dates back to 
his time in the Council, 
said later in the week that 
despite the actor’s efforts 
to push for keeping the 
industry alive, he still 

thinks the practice is out-
dated and that banning 
carriages is the best thing 
for the horses.

“I am sure that Mr. 
Neeson’s heart is in the 
right place, but we simply 
cannot ignore the condi-
tions in which these hors-
es are forced to operate,” 
Avella said. “While it was 
appropriate to allow horse-
drawn carriages as tourist 

attractions at the turn of 
the century, it is no lon-
ger appropriate given the 
excessive congestion sur-
rounding Central Park.”

Avella has introduced 
legislation in the Senate 
that would ban horse car-
riages in New York City 
and also calls for all horses 
currently working in the 
industry to be humanely 
relocated. He cites several 

reasons behind his belief 
that the industry is dan-
gerous for the animals, 
such as operating so close 
to busy city streets and be-
ing forced to work during 
hot summer temperatures 
as well as cold weather in 
the winter months.

Union leaders and 
other proponents of the 
industry say city agencies 
closely monitor the work-
ing and living conditions 
the horses are subject to, 
including regulations that 
prohibit work in certain 
temperatures or in in-
clement weather, in order 
to prevent any harm, but 
Avella said he is skeptical 
that the head agencies are 
performing their duties 
properly.

“I have stated time 
and time again, how many 
more accidents, injuries 
and deaths is it going to 
take before we end this in-
humane industry?” Avella 
said. “Although I under-
stand Mr. Neeson’s desire 
to preserve a historic 
practice, the cons simply 
outweigh the pros in this 
case.”

Continued from Page 1 Continued from Page 1 

CB 7 Avella

A horse-drawn carriage travels down Broadway in Times Square. 
AP Photo/Mary Altaffer
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them, we still don’t have 
them,” she said.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) followed with a state-
ment that said, “Now is not 
the time for finger-pointing 
that the MTA has chosen 
to engage in with the lo-
cal community. The Long 
Island City community is 
hurting as a result of the 
22 weekends of closures on 
the 7 line. The least that the 
MTA could do is work ac-
tively with the community 
on the promises that they 
have made.

“Instead, we have seen 
the MTA add insult to in-
jury by suggesting that the 
slowness of implementation 
of a campaign is on some-
one other than themselves. 
This simple suggestion is 
shameful and arrogant.”

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said, 
“The MTA must stop treat-
ing our communities as 
if they don’t matter. This 
unresponsive bureaucracy 

will keep hearing from me 
until they get it, which they 
clearly do not at this time.”

Ortiz said the MTA and 
the LIC team would talk by 
the end of the weekend.

  When the No. 7 ser-
vice shut downs on week-
ends, trains stop running 
at 11:45 p.m. Friday to 5 a.m. 
Monday between Times 
Square and Queensboro 

Plaza for 21 more weekends 
spread out until November. 
The MTA says it is upgrad-
ing signals, replacing track 
panels and making repairs 
inside the Steinway Tube 
tunnel under the East Riv-
er.

The first weekend of 
suspended service March 
7-10 affected businesses to 
varying degrees.

“This weekend stunk,” 
Tiny You, at 10-09 50th Ave., 
owner Jill Callan said. “I 
have a lot of customers 
that take the 7 here, shop 
and then walk home across 
the Pulaski Bridge, so this 
shutdown is worrisome to 
me.”

The high-end chil-
dren’s boutique sits right 
above the Jackson Avenue 
subway entrance.

Gustavo Rodriguez, 
who books bands to per-
form at LIC Bar, at 45-58 
Vernon Blvd., said, “I know 
it affects everyone on Ver-
non and Jackson. We create 
special events to bring peo-
ple out and we’re fortunate 
because we still have the E 
and the G running.”

Continued from Page 1 

Asian Bistro, at 92-25 
Queens Blvd., Friday.

The Briarwood cou-
ple describe the bar as a 
Las Vegas-style venture 
featuring nightly magic 
shows, bartenders trained 
to perform illusions such 
as serving levitating 
drinks and a slate of stiff 
beverages.

“Every adult has 
a little person inside of 
them. That’s what this is 
for,” Gonzalez said. “It’s 
bringing a little Vegas to 
Queens.”

Rogue said he has cul-
tivated a talented network 
of comedians, musicians 
and magicians while host-
ing weekly shows at his 
Rogue Magic and Funshop 
in Elmhurst.

He plans to tap into 
that scene to keep the 
crowd coming to the stage 
at Rogue’s Magic Bar.

The couple said Mon-
days would be an open mi-
crophone night and “tal-
ented Tuesdays” would 

reserve the stage for vet-
eran performers.

Rogue’s magic bar 
would host a ladies night 
Thursdays and “a freaky” 
Friday event for adults.

On Saturdays, the bar 
would offer family-friend-
ly entertainment. The 
weekend would conclude 
with barmaids incorpo-
rating magic tricks into 
dance routines Sundays.

“We want to make it a 
different experience every 
time you come,” Rogue 
said.

Rogue’s Magic Bar 
plans to keep the enchant-
ment flowing from 7 p.m. 
to 4 a.m. every day but 
Wednesdays.

The drink menu con-

sists of $4 to $5 beers and 
wine for up to $7 a glass.

Rogue’s Magic Bar 
is working on acquiring 
its liquor license, but has 
already begun planning a 
cocktail menu.

Gonzalez said she 
plans to serve up rainbow 
shots that change color as 
the cup is tilted and sleep-
ing beauties, a Hpnotiq Li-
queur beverage with blue 
liquid on the bottom and 
pink floating at the top.

Revelers may order a 
beverage named after the 
master magician, but the 
Rogue — a Long Island 
iced tea-inspired mix of 
several liquors topped off 
with flames — is not for 
the light drinker.

Continued from Page 1 

Magic7 train

Paulina Gonzalez (c.) and bar staff perform dance routines that 
incorporate magic tricks. Photo by Sarina Trangle

OpenDoor owner and chef 
Nick Guitart is the one of the 
few business owners in Long 
Island City to find anything 
positive about the weekend 
shutdown of the No. 7. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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Authentic German
Dining & Experience

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

Located Right Next to Our Stammtisch Pork Store

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Goulash Soup or Salad

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE
Served with Homefried Potatoes.
Choice of Pork or Chicken Cutlet:

Wienerschnitzel
traditional breaded cutlet, served with lemon

Wienerschnitzel ala Holstein
with an egg, capers and anchovie (optional)

Jägerschnitzel
mushroom sauce, house favorite

Zigeunerschnitzel
onion, pepper, paprika sauce

Schnitzel Hawaii
pineapple, curryrahm sauce, ham and cheese

Pfe�erschnitzel
light peppercorn cream sauce

FOR DESSERT
Homemade Rice Pudding

with meringue topping
Co�ee or �ea

�ondays � �uesdays Pri� �i� � 	nly 
��.�
�ine��n 	nly. �o Substitutions.

Scan �o Join 	ur �ailing �ist for
��clusive �oney�Saving 	�ers
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