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 The fates of a dozen new 
schools planned for Queens next 
year are up in the air as Mayor 
Bill de Blasio is facing legal 
challenges to his decision to re-
verse and continue a number of 
co-locations approved under the 
Bloomberg administration.

City Hall made waves late 
last month when it reviewed pro-
posals approved by the previous 
administration last year to allow 
49 new schools across the city 
— including more than a dozen 
charter schools — to share space 
with public schools when they 
open next fall.

In Queens, the proposals 
included new career and techni-
cal schools in Long Island City, 
Queens Village and Cambria 
Heights as well as two controver-
sial Success Academy charter 
schools in southeast Queens.

De Blasio campaigned on 
his criticism of charter schools 
and pledged to roll back the 
Bloomberg administration’s sup-
port by refusing to offer the in-
stitutions rent-free space in city 
buildings, but his decision last 
month was more of a compromise 
than a sea change.

The city reversed course 
on nine hand-picked proposals 
— including a Success Academy 
at August Martin High School 

Continued on Page 50

BY BILL PARRY
An anti-gentrification ban-

ner found hanging along the front 
of the doomed 5Pointz warehouse 
on Jackson Avenue in Long Is-
land City did not faze the build-
ing’s owner, Jerry Wolkoff.

“I have nothing against it. I 
just didn’t understand it,” he said. 
“What, did they think they were 
hurting me?”

Two street artists from 
Brooklyn, known only as gilf! 
and BAMN ( By Any Means Nec-

essary) put up the banner Sunday 
morning. Fashioned after yellow 
caution tape found at construc-
tion sites, the banner read “Gen-
trification in Progress” in bold 
black letters.

“It’s a conversation starter,” 

gilf! said. “I understand the need 
for housing, but at what cost? We 
don’t have to destroy years and 
years of graffiti and hip-hop cul-
ture for another soulless glass 
structure. There’s got to be a bet-

HALF CENTURY OF SOUNDS

Members of the Forest Hills Symphony Orchestra perform for a crowd in the Forest Hills Jewish Center. The musical group is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
this year. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 50
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A Brooklyn state as-

semblyman has launched a 
new advertising campaign 
to warn Jackson Heights 
residents that there is a for-
mer Nazi prison guard liv-
ing among them.

Dov Hikind’s ads ask 
the question, “Would you 
be a Nazi’s neighbor?”

Hikind, son of Holo-
caust survivors, said his 
campaign was inspired by 
the case of Jakiw Palij, a 
former Nazi prison guard 
from Poland, who lives 
on 89th Street in Jackson 
Heights.

“It isn’t just about Pal-
ij,” Hikind said. “It’s about 
any Nazi war criminal still 
living here and breathing 
our air. It’s a moral issue 
and justice has been de-
layed for a very long time.”

Palij has been in the 
United States for 60 years. 
He was stripped of his 

American citizenship in 
2003 for falsely claiming in 
the 1950s that he worked on 
a farm in Germany during 
World War II.

Immigration Court 
Judge Robert Owens found 
that Palij had worked as a 
guard at the Trawniki la-
bor camp in Poland, where 
more than 6,000 Jews were 
exterminated over the 
course of two days in 1943. 
The massacre formed part 
of the SS’s Operation Har-
vest Festival during which 
42,000 Jews were killed.

Federal prosecutors 
did not directly accuse 
Palij of participating in the 
massacre, but said his posi-
tion as a guard made it pos-
sible.

“Anyone that worked 
in a concentration camp 
knows what happened 
there. We just want to get 
them out of the country,” 
Hikind said.

Owens ordered Palij 
deported to Ukraine, the 
modern-day home of Palij’s 
village, Paduak, formerly 
part of Poland. The U.S. 
Justice Department has 
tried to deport the retired 
draftsman for more than 
a decade but cannot find a 
country willing to accept 
him.

Asked Wednesday 
morning if he feared 
vigilantism inspired by 
Hikind’s campaign, the 
91-year-old Palij said, “I 
don’t know anything about 
it. I’m old and I’m sick.”

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) supports the cam-
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Police were investigat-

ing the murder of a 48-year-
old man was shot dead as 
he was walking home from 
work after midnight Mon-
day.

Mohammed Hamwi 
was gunned down near the 
173rd Street Playground 
and 105th Avenue, police 
said. As of Wednesday the 
NYPD said it did not have 
any suspects and the inves-
tigation was ongoing.

When emergency re-
sponders arrived around 
12:15 a.m., they found Ham-
wi with one gunshot wound 
to his midsection and an-
other to his head. He was 
taken to Queens Hospital 
Center, where he was pro-
nounced dead, police said.

Investigators were 
combing the area for clues 
Tuesday morning as they 
tried to identify a suspect.

Zona Tomlinson, Ham-
wi’s mother-in-law, said he 
worked at a high-tech job 
in the city and usually took 
the subway home, but be-
cause of track work he rode 
the Long Island Rail Road 
and decided to walk home 
rather than wait for a bus.

“He is not the type 
of person who is going to 
stand at the bus stop for an 
hour waiting on the bus, so 
he walked,” she said. “He 
was almost home.”

Tomlinson said Ham-
wi was a Syrian Muslim 
with Canadian citizenship 
who financially supported 
his mother living in the 
Middle East and was mar-

ried to her son last year at 
Queens Borough Hall.

“For me, who is a 
mother, it does not matter. 
It is who my son loves,” she 
said.

Tomlinson said she 
was told by police that 
Hamwi’s phone and wallet 
were found with him.

Several neighbors de-
scribed Hamwi as a mild-
mannered fellow who was 
usually seen coming and 
going in his Jeep or run-
ning errands.

“He was a quiet guy,’ 
said Leon Dover, who lives 
across the street. “He pret-
ty much stayed to himself.”

Dover’s son Eric, who 
lives just a few doors down 
from his father, said the 
block’s worst days were be-
hind it.

The violence that had 
once plagued the area by 
Detective Keith L. Williams 
Park, named after the de-
tective killed in the line of 
duty in 1989, had turned 
quiet, Dover added, and he 
was surprised to hear of 
Hamwi’s tragic end.

“Years ago it used to 
be tough around here,” he 
said.

Eric Arrington, who 
lives in the home his family 
has owned since before he 

was born, said it was fright-
ening to think what could 
have motivated Hamwi’s 
killer.

“You could be walking 
in the village and some-
one could kill you because 
you’re gay,” the 49-year-old 
said. “Or they could kill 
you because you’re white 
and they don’t like you.

“It’s disturbing,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Brooklyn Assmblyman Dov 
Hikind launches an ad cam-
paign inspired by a Nazi still 
living in Jackson Heights. 

Ad courtesy of Dov Hikind

Police investigate the murder scene at the corner of 173rd Street and 105th Avenue. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Ad warns of Nazi
living in Jax Hts

Murder in South Jamaica
Victim gunned down walking home from LIRR station at night

Continued on Page 50
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Few bars advertise 
their services with bever-
ages flying through the 
air or accessories catching 
fire.

But that is how Rogue’s 
Magic Bar made its foray in 
Rego Park.

Roger “Rogue” Quan 
gave the watering hole’s 
first performance Feb. 28, 
beckoning a crowd by turn-
ing a rainbow scarf into a 
black shawl with a shimmy 
and extinguishing a flam-
ing stick in his mouth.

Spectators scrambled 
to snap photos and record 
videos on their phone when 
Rogue held a copy of a daily 
newspaper above a diner’s 
head and poured a bottle of 
water into it. None spilled 
onto the table below.

Rogue, 35, and his fi-
ancée Paulina Gonzalez, 
27, formally opened Rogue’s 

Magic Bar on the second 
floor of Red Panda Asian 
Bistro, at 92-25 Queens 
Blvd., last Friday.

The Briarwood couple 
describe the bar as a Las 
Vegas-style venture featur-
ing nightly magic shows, 
bartenders trained to per-
form illusions such as serv-
ing levitating drinks and a 
slate of stiff beverages.

“Every adult has a 
little person inside of them. 
That’s what this is for,” Gon-
zalez said. “It’s bringing a 
little Vegas to Queens.”

Rogue said he has cul-
tivated a talented network 
of comedians, musicians 
and magicians while host-
ing weekly shows at his 
Rogue Magic and Funshop 
in Elmhurst.

He plans to tap into 
that scene to keep the 
crowd coming to the stage 
at Rogue’s Magic Bar.

The couple said Mon-

days would be an open mi-
crophone night and “tal-
ented Tuesdays” would 
reserve the stage for vet-
eran performers.

Rogue’s magic bar 
would host a ladies’ night 
Thursdays and “a freaky” 
Friday event for adults.

On Saturdays, the bar 
would offer family-friendly 
entertainment. The week-
end would conclude with 
barmaids incorporating 
magic tricks into dance 
routines Sundays.

“We want to make it 
a different experience ev-

ery time you come,” Rogue 
said.

Rogue’s Magic Bar 
plans to keep the enchant-
ment flowing from 7 p.m. 
to 4 a.m. every day but 
Wednesdays.

The drink menu con-
sists of $4 to $5 beers and 

wine for up to $7 a glass.
Rogue’s Magic Bar is 

working on acquiring its 
liquor license, but has al-
ready begun planning a 
cocktail menu.

Gonzalez said she 
plans to serve up rainbow 
shots that change color as 
the cup is tilted and sleep-
ing beauties, a Hpnotiq Li-
queur beverage with blue 
liquid on the bottom and 
pink floating at the top.

Revelers may order a 
beverage named after the 
master magician, but the 
Rogue — a Long Island iced 
tea-inspired mix of several 
liquors topped off with 
flames — is not for the light 
drinker.

“Every kind of liquor 
you can think of, it’s in it,” 
Gonzalez said.

Mixed drinks cost up 
to $12.

Paulina Gonzalez (c.) and bar staff perform dance routines that incorporate magic tricks. 
Photo by Sarina Trangle

Briarwood couple opens magic bar on Queens Boulevard
Las Vegas-style venue in Rego Park features tricks, dance performances and theme nights

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS

Thursday’s 7am-8:30am
at Omega Diner 

New Hyde Park

FREE
BREAKFAST

Grow Your Business 
Through Referrals and Relationships

Business Breakfast Club 
of Queens and Long Island

Come
Check
Us Out!

Come
Check
Us Out!

To Attend a Meeting:

Call Bill at 

631-848-0779
or 

Visit us: 

Meetup.com
(look us up)

or 

www.BBCQLI.com

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
The state Assembly 

planned to authorize the 
city to raise income taxes 
to fund an expansion of 
pre-K, but in the state Sen-
ate, where Democrats do 
not hold the reins, the body 
was split on how to fund the 
expansion.

State Assemblywoman 
Cathy Nolan (D-Ridgewood) 
and Speaker Sheldon Silver 
announced Wednesday the 
Legislature’s lower house 
would approve Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s plan to raise 
taxes on the city’s wealthi-
est earners to fund an ex-
pansion of universal pre-K, 
though by press time later 
in the evening lawmakers 
had not voted on the As-
sembly’s 2014-15 budget res-
olution, the starting point 
to negotiations with Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo.

“This year’s budget 
proposal reaffirms the As-
sembly’s commitment to 
ensuring that New York’s 
students receive the high-
est possible quality educa-
tion from pre-K all the way 
through 12th grade,” said 
Nolan, chairwoman of the 
Education Committee. “In 
addition to providing sup-
port for critical programs 
and resources, our one-
house budget addresses 
the funding challenges 
that many school districts 
face across the state, all the 
while ensuring that each 

and every child is given the 
same chance at a bright and 
successful future.”

Whereas de Blasio pre-
fers a tax increase on city 
residents earning more 
than $500,000 a year to 
provide a steady revenue 
stream for universal pre-K 
and after-school programs, 
Cuomo favors using exist-
ing funds to pay for a state-
wide program, although at 
lower levels than needed 
for the city’s plan.

Borough President 
Melinda Katz, a former as-
semblywoman, was in the 
mayor’s corner, saying a 
dedicated funding stream 
for universal pre-K and 
after-school programs for 
middle schoolers is a win 
for Queens.

“The borough’s chil-
dren will have expanded 
opportunities to continue to 
build their knowledge after 
school and have a greater 
possibility to be afforded a 
head start as a direct result 
of this funding,” she said. 
“I commend the speaker 
and the Assembly major-
ity for taking this first im-
portant step to make this 
a reality for our children. 
By fully supporting this ef-
fort to improve educational 
opportunities for all of our 
city’s children, we will all 
benefit.”

Alicia Hyndman, pres-
ident of the Community Ed-
ucation Council for District 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Few elections invite 
the community to cast 
their votes in cash, but that 
is how the NY Rising How-
ard Beach Committee or-
ganized its vote this week 
on which proposed storm 
protection initiatives the 
neighborhood supported 
most.

With paper dollar bills 
in hand, Howard Beach res-
idents stuffed money into 
ballot boxes serving as ref-
erendums on projects rang-
ing from bolstering the 
West Hamilton Volunteer 
Fire Department to an ini-
tiative that would dispatch 
flood mitigation auditors to 
private homes.

After the money is 
counted, the committee 
will use the fake bills as 
a barometer of commu-
nity backing while craft-
ing a comprehensive plan 
for spending the Howard 
Beach Committee’s $18.3 
million budget.

“We want to hear from 
you so that we could have a 

full representation of what 
the community would like,” 
committee Co-Chairwoman 
Frances Scarantino said.

In the aftermath of Su-
perstorm Sandy, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo established 
the NY Rising Community 
Reconstruction Program to 
distribute grants to badly 
damaged communities. 

Howard Beach was among 
roughly 45 areas that estab-
lished committees to lead 
their neighborhoods in 
spending the money.

The group hosted an 
open house at Russo’s on 
the Bay Monday to outline 
several potential projects it 
hashed out with guidance 
from Tom Jost, a senior 

urban strategist with the 
Parsons Brinckerhoff engi-
neering firm, and Kaye Ma-
theny, a principal with con-
sulting company HR&A.

The committee focused 
on protecting the edges 
of Howard Beach, where 
Spring Creek and the Shell-
bank and Hawtree basins 

BY BILL PARRY

Melinda Katz and her 
staff received unanimous 
support among the bor-
ough’s leadership for her 
initial budget proposal as 
the new borough presi-
dent. The leadership group, 
known as the Queens Bor-
ough Board, is comprised 
of all 11 Community Board 
leaders and all 14 of the City 
Council members from the 
county.

At the Monday meet-
ing at Borough Hall in Kew 
Gardens, each leader re-
viewed the 127-page copy of 
the budget. “The mayor not 
giving the annual budget 
dance was helpful — I won-
dered why it was so thin,” 
said Katz referring to the 
annual tug of war that was 
fought with the Bloomberg 

administration and pro-
duced voluminous pages.

Queens Budget Direc-
tor Richard Lee proceeded 
to review the most impor-
tant elements of the Queens 
portion of Mayor de Blasio’s 
$73.712 billion financial 
plan for the city in fiscal 
year 2015. It includes the 

restoration of critical ser-
vices across various agen-
cies that were slashed dur-
ing the last administration 
as well as several new ini-
tiatives like the expansion 
of after-school programs 
and universal pre-kinder-
garten.

Katz pointed out that 

Queens has special needs 
because it leads the five 
boroughs with 48 percent of 
the residents now foreign-
born, which requires a 
wider range of social ser-
vice support and language 
access to the city’s servic-
es. She also said Queens is 
home to one of the fastest 
growing aging populations, 
which brings other multi-
faceted challenges.

The meeting’s most 
spirited exchange came 
with the discussion about 
the funding disparity be-
tween the boroughs. “Not 
that it’s a pet peeve of mine, 
but let me point out that 
Queens receives less fund-
ing per capita at only $2.09 
per person,” Katz said. By 
comparison, the Bronx gets 
$3.76 per person.

The borough president’s first budget gets unanimous approval 
from community board leaders and Queens’ City Council mem-
bers. Photo by Bill Parry

Storm protection proposals in Howard Beach focus on the neighborhood’s coasts. 
Photo courtesy NY Rising Howard Beach Committee

Mayor Bill de Blasio rallies in Albany alongside supporters of his 
plan to fund universal pre-K with a tax hike on the city’s wealthiest 
earners. AP Photo/Mike Groll

Boro leaders back budget proposals

Planning for protection
Howard Beach votes on how to shelter the area from future storms

Assembly plans to OK 
mayor’s pre-K tax hike

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 45
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A group of more than 
40 Willets Point business 
owners who are relocating 
to the Bronx together have 
a few kinks to work out 
before they can move into 
their new home.

The Sunrise Co-op 
signed a lease Friday on an 
84,000-square-foot space in 
Hunts Point, at 1080 Leggett 
Ave., but will not be able 
to occupy the new facility 
for a few months because 
it needs some work, the 
group’s organizers said. 
The new space, part of a 
144,000-square-foot ware-
house, now must be divided 
so there are designated ar-
eas for each business.

Marco Neira, one of 
the group’s organizers, 
said the construction to 
build all the necessary 
partitions may take up to 
a few months. The group’s 
organizers were scheduled 
to meet an engineer at the 

site Tuesday to figure out 
the details and extent of 
the work. Their lease is for 
10 years with an option for 
a five-year extension, said 
Ted De Barbieri, a lawyer 
with the Urban Justice 
Center, a legal advocacy 
group,  who is representing 
the group.

“We definitely want to 
get customers there once 
it’s up and operating,” De 
Barbieri said. “We need to 
subdivide it further.”

The Sunrise Co-op had 
been closing in on signing 
a lease on the property for 
a couple of months when 
negotiations with the land-
lord to fix the bathroom 
and address several other 
issues slowed the process 
down.

Meanwhile, many of 
the group’s members have 
been without properties 
to conduct their business 
since the end of January, 
when they accepted deals 
worth six months’ rent 

from the city to vacate their 
businesses. Some accepted 
payments worth 12 months’ 
rent to leave the Iron Trian-
gle by the end of November.

Dozens of auto repair 

shops that have populated 
Willets Point for decades 
have been pushed out to 
make room for the first 
phase of a $3 billion redevel-
opment of the blighted area 

into a new neighborhood 
with commercial, residen-
tial and retail space.

Many of the Sunrise 
Co-op’s members have been 
out on the street fixing cars, 

trying to make a living, as 
they wait to move into the 
new location, Neira said.

“They’re on the streets 
trying to survive. Every-
body has a family so they 
have to create an income,” 
he said. “With this, we can 
have the hope and in two or 
three months we can start 
doing business again.”

The group will be eli-
gible to receive $2 million 
in relocation funds from 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. for the move, 
which organizers said they 
will use on a security de-
posit and rent.

This fund was avail-
able for businesses that re-
located in groups of five or 
more.

The group’s members 
could also receive funds 
from the city Housing De-
partment for moving ex-
penses on an individual 
basis.

The Sunrise Co-op 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
The woman in charge 

of building buzz for down-
town Jamaica’s retail strip 
is moving on to Brooklyn, 
where her expertise will 
help two business districts 
work together.

Katie Mirkin is leaving 
her job as director of retail 
and economic development 
at the Jamaica Center Busi-
ness Improvement District 
to take a position as the 
deputy executive director 
of the team that will be cre-
ating a joint-management 
structure for the Church 
Avenue and Flatbush Ave-
nue BIDs in central Brook-
lyn.

“I’ll be taking all I’ve 
been doing here and apply-

ing it there,” said Mirkin, 
who first started working 
in downtown Jamaica two 
years ago as a consultant 
studying shopping prefer-
ences in the neighborhood.

Mirkin’s tenure in 
downtown Jamaica coincid-
ed with a time of transition 
for the area that was once a 
major retail destination for 
Queens and Long Island, 
but has been left with fewer 
choices by decades of disin-
vestment.

Under her direction 
the BID’s studies found 
there is $2.5 billion in un-
met demand for full-service 
restaurants, clothing stores 
and home furnishing out-
lets — and armed with this 
information, Mirkin set out 
to pair Jamaica Avenue’s 

property owners with po-
tential tenants.

Events like Jamaica 
Revealed held in Decem-
ber had the neighborhood’s 
three BIDs, city agencies, 
the Greater Jamaica Devel-
opment Corp. and members 
of the business and arts 
communities joined in the 
effort to promote the area 
to potential restaurateurs.

“I’m really proud of 
the way that the public 
and private organizations 
have come together to col-
laborate on initiatives that 
serve the community,” Mir-
kin said.

As the head of the 
BID’s retail efforts, Mirkin 
worked with property own-
ers to show their sites off to 

BY BILL PARRY

Ukraine’s interim 
prime minister is on a 
whirlwind tour of Wash-
ington, D.C., and New York 
for talks with President Ba-
rack Obama and U.S. Sec-
retary of State John Kerry 
in an attempt to raise loan 
guarantees that would bol-
ster a collapsing economy.

Arseniy Yatsenyuk 
is making the rounds on 
Capitol Hill, where he will 
find the support of U.S. Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney (D-Asto-
ria) . Maloney was slated 
to hold a noon press confer-
ence Saturday at Roosevelt 
Island’s FDR Four Free-
doms Park to address the 
ongoing crisis in Ukraine 
on the eve of Sunday’s ref-

erendum that could decide 
Crimea’s future.

Maloney met with 
members of the city’s 

Ukrainian community, in-
cluding some Queens resi-
dents, Saturday to discuss 
the American efforts to 
support the fledgling gov-
ernment of Ukraine in its 
crisis with Russia.

At the session in the 
Manhattan offices of the 
Ukrainian Congress Com-
mittee of America, at 203 
Second Ave., Maloney 
called on the U.S. Senate to 
pass a $1 billion loan guar-
antee that was authorized 
by Congress last Friday.

“Ukraine’s new gov-
ernment and its people 
know that the U.S. and its 
leaders support their right 
to determine the future of 
their nation — one that is 
free of corruption, waste 

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
meets with her Ukrainian contit-
uents to discuss the crisis with 
Russia. Photo by Bill Parry

The Sunrise Co-op signed a lease on an 84,000-square-foot space in Hunts Point, at 1080 Leggett 
Ave. Photo courtesy Edwin Soto/Bronx Times

Queens Ukrainians meet 
with Maloney over crisis

Downtown retail expert leaving 
job at Jamaica BID for Brooklyn

Willets Point shops fi nd new home
Sunrise Co-op signs lease in South Bronx but still has work to do before businesses can move in

Continued on Page 50
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Several of Glendale’s 
elected officials plan to dis-
cuss a proposed homeless 
shelter on Cooper Avenue 
with the city, and one state 
assemblyman has made it 
clear he wants a review of 
the recently conducted au-
dit of the proposed operator 
at the top of the agenda.

Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) sent 
a letter to Mayor Bill de 
Blasio and city Department 
of Homeless Services Com-
missioner Gilbert Taylor 
March 3 requesting that 
the city suspend its review 
of Samaritan Village’s bid 
to open a 125-family shelter, 
at 78-16 Cooper Ave.

He said the city should 
table the matter until the 
Briarwood-based human 
and health services organi-
zation can account for the 
findings in a state audit re-
leased in late February.

“These findings from 
the state’s top financial of-
fice deserve consideration 
from your administration 
when determining whether 
the city of New York should 
enter into a new extended 
contract with an organiza-
tion that is currently being 
cited for potential opera-
tional deficiencies,” Hevesi 
wrote. “It is my hope that 
you will continue this trend 
of reform by ensuring the 
integrity of all organiza-
tions that contract with the 
Department of Homeless 
Services.”

DHS began negotia-
tions with Samaritan Vil-
lage this winter, planning 
to treat its bid as a formal 
proposal if the organization 
agreed to operate the facil-
ity for $27.5 million over a 
five-year period. To date of-
ficials have not reached an 
agreement on the operating 
cost.

Samaritan Village did 
not return a call for com-
ment.

Glendale residents 
have railed against the idea 
of transforming a vacant 
sewing mill and airplane 

part manufacturing facto-
ry into a shelter. Neighbors 
and elected officials have 
argued city money would 
go further if invested in a 
residential building closer 
to subway lines, service 
providers and jobs. The 
Cooper Avenue building is 
about 1.3 miles from the M 
train.

DHS said it invited 
several elected officials, in-
cluding City Councilwom-
an Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village), U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
Jr. (D-Howard Beach) and 
Hevesi, to discuss the pro-
posal in person.

Lisa Black, DHS’s as-
sistant commissioner for 
government and communi-
ty relations, said the com-
missioner hopes to sit down 
with the officials before the 
end of the month.

Assemblyman Michael 
Miller’s (D-Woodhaven) of-
fice said he had reached out 
to DHS and intends to join 
the meeting as well.

Community Board 5 
Chairman Vincent Arcuri 
Jr. said the invitation had 
not been extended to the 
board.

Hevesi’s letter high-
lights an audit of the state’s 
five-year, $73.3 million con-
tract with Samaritan Vil-
lage to operate methadone 
treatment services in the 
metro area.

State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli’s probe 
found that the state Office 
of Alcoholism and Sub-

stance Abuse Services paid 
Samaritan Village nearly 
$1 million to cover inap-
propriate and questionable 
expenses from July 2009 to 
June 2010.

The audit, released in 
late February, determined 
that Samaritan Village 
billed the state $406,096 
for money it distributed 
to clients for day trips and 
transportation. DiNapoli 
noted that most Samaritan 
Village clients already re-
ceive a personal needs al-
lowance.

The nonprofit also gave 
more than 200 employees 
bonuses totaling $220,000, 
saying such checks would 
motivate and retain qual-
ity employees. But the au-
dit questioned this strat-
egy because those bonuses 
were not given out based on 
merit.

The audit found that 
Samaritan Village charged 
$63,519 for legal services 
unrelated to its contract, 
$57,000 for construction 
costs stemming from dam-
age caused by one of its 
contractors and $35,158 for 
unapproved high-end office 
equipment.

DiNapoli also raised 
concerns about Samaritan 
Village entering contracts 
without going through a 
competitive bidding pro-
cess.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Samaritan Village proposes turning 78-16 Cooper Ave. into a home-
less shelter.

Glendale pols to discuss
shelter plans with city

C.O.D.
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NO REFERRALS 
NEEDED!

We are conveniently located in 
Queens, Brooklyn and 

Manhattan

DO YOU SUFFER 
FROM:

 

ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

CALL US TODAY  
TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT
Office: (646) 620-6485  
or (718) 724-4388 for Spanish

i~Pain

ASTORIA — A homeless man was arrested Monday night 
in the attempted abduction of a 12-year-old girl in Astoria, the 
NYPD said.

Police allege Houshang Hakimi, 69, pulled his light colored 
SUV alongside the girl in the vicinity of 49th Street and Ditmars 
Avenue and attempted to lure her into his vehicle during the 
afternoon of March 5.

Police said the victim refused and the suspect fled the loca-
tion when the child’s baby-sitter approached.

The NYPD said Hakimi was arrested at a Wards Island 
shelter Monday night and charged with acting in a manner in-
juring a child younger than 17 years old as well as being a sex 
offender who failed to report a change of address.

A spokeswoman for the Queens district attorney’s office 
said Wednesday afternoon that she did not believe Hakimi had 
been arraigned yet.

JAMAICA — A New Jersey woman 
was charged Tuesday for allegedly per-
forming a botched butt enlargement proce-
dure that caused the death of a 22-year-old 
Jamaica college student in July, the Man-
hattan district attorney’s office said.

Tamira Mobley, 28, injected silicone 
into Tamara Blaine’s buttocks at a Man-
hattan hotel on the afternoon of July 8, 
according to a criminal complaint filed by 
the Manhattan DA’s office.

The silicone went into Blaine’s veins, 
causing her to asphyxiate and have a sei-
zure, the medical examiner’s office told 
police. Emergency Medical Responders 
rushed Blaine to St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hos-
pital, where she was pronounced dead, the 

complaint said.
Mobley was arraigned in Manhattan 

Criminal Court and faces second-degree 
manslaughter and first-degree assault 
charges. The judge set her bail at $100,000.

Blotter

RIDGEWOOD — The 104th Precinct announced Monday 
that officers had arrested a 21-year-old man in connection with 
four robberies in the second half of February.

Police said Bryant Aguilar faces four counts of robbery.
Officers were looking for two others they believe targeted 

Ridgewood residents.
Police warned Ridgewood residents Feb. 24 that several 

women had reported being the targets of knife-point robberies 
in Ridgewood. The victims said men followed them down the 
street and displayed weapons that resembled kitchen knives, ac-
cording to police.

The precinct would not say whether it believed Aguilar 
worked alone or had been collaborating with others.
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BY SHANICE PUNNETT

How much do lawyers 
make annually in Queens? 
What about police officers, 
firefighters or even den-
tists? These are some of the 
questions people ask, be-
fore or during a job search 
or simply just out of curios-
ity.

Much of the data on 
average annual salaries for 
various fields is pegged to 
the city or state rather than 
Queens, but compensation 
in the borough is in the 
same ballpark.

Some of the higher 
paid professions include 
those in the health-related 
and law and political fields. 
These careers tend to re-
quire more education than 
skill, whereas the lower 
paid jobs for barbers and 
cooks, for example, require 
more skill than education 
or a bit of both.

The law and political 
fields include professionals 
who are judges, lawyers, 
paralegals, city and state 
officials and police officers. 
Judges, lawyers and the 
like make six-figure sala-
ries.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
makes $225,000 a year, 
Borough President Me-
linda Katz earns $160,000 
and Queens’ City Council 
members each bring home 

$112,500. U.S. Sens. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) 
and members of Congress 
make $174,000, while state 
senators and state assem-
blymen from Queens pull 
in $79,500.

The Queens district 
attorney earns $190,000, ac-
cording to the NYC Green 
Book. Paralegals and legal 
assistants make $53,570 
and correctional officers 
$61,140, according to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics. Police and sheriff’s 
patrol officers make about 
$68,510.

Those in the health-
related careers include 
dentists, surgeons, veteri-

narians, pharmacists, mas-
sage therapists and nurse 
practitioners. A number 
of these professionals also 
make six-figure salaries.

Surgeons make about 
$206,850, dentists $156,480, 
veterinarians $111,960 and 
pharmacists $116,430. Mas-
sage therapists bring in 
about $51,320, while nurse 
practitioners make $97,730, 
according to the U.S. De-
partment of Labor.

Other fields where 
large numbers of Queens 
residents work are educa-
tion, customer service and 
the food sector. These jobs 
include janitors, barbers, 
cooks, high school teachers 
and firefighters. Addition-

al jobs are travel agents, 
telemarketers, doormen, 
graphic designers and bar-
tenders.

Janitors make $30,160, 
barbers $21,890, cooks 
$20,690 and bartenders 
from $50,000 to $70,000. 
High school teachers make 
$74,130, firefighters $70,150 
and travel agents $37,350.

And lastly, telemarket-
ers bring in about $26,690 
and graphic designers 
$59,140, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statstics.   
Doormen should make 
$21.46 per hour, accord-
ing to the SEIU union, 
which works out to about 
$44,636.80 annually for a 
five-day work week.

Firefighters battle a blaze at a Flushing apartment building. The salary of city Bravest is about 
$70,000. Photo by Christina Santucci

Jobs in Queens run the gamut on salaries
DA Brown earns $190K, while janitors make $30K and high school teachers take home $74K

Police officers average about $70,000. Photo by Christina Santucci

Mayor Bill de Blasio takes home $225,000 per year. 

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown (l.) and Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz attend Mayor Bill de Blasio’s State of the 
City address. Brown’s annual pay is $30,000 more than that of the 
Queens borough president. Photo by Christina Santucci

Barbers earn a little more than $21,000 even though the job requires special skills.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

It’s not the Cold Spring 
Country Club on Long Island, but 
federally indicted state Sen. Mal-
colm Smith (D-Hollis) is hoping 
a virtual golf game will help fill 
a campaign well that has nearly 
run dry.

Smith, who was arrested by 
the FBI about a year ago on cor-
ruption charges, has set up a “vir-
tual golf outing” that invites sup-
porters to send “contributions, 
commitment & good wishes” — or 
good, old-fashioned cash — to his 
re-election effort.

Before the ambitious Sen-
ate Democrat was arrested in an 
alleged plot to buy Republican 
leaders’ support for his mayoral 
run on the GOP ticket, Smith 
was a prolific fund-raiser who 
held an annual golf outing at the 
tony Cold Spring Country Club in 
Huntington.

This year’s fete, however, is 
somewhat pared down.

The invitation on Smith’s 
campaign website gives only a 

date and time, March 24 from 
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., and directions 
on how to make contributions at 
three different levels: $100 for a 
teesign/friend, $250 for a two-
some/host or $500 for a foursome/
sponsor.

Smith’s trial is scheduled to 
begin June 2. The seven-term Al-
bany lawmaker had asked to have 
the proceedings postponed until 
later in the year so as not to inter-
fere with his re-election efforts, 
but Judge Kenneth Karas, who 
sits in White Plains federal court,  
shot down the request.

Challengers are already 
lining up to take on Smith, who 
was booted from the Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference and 
removed from his committee ap-
pointments after his arrest.

Clyde Vanel, an intellectual 
property attorney from Cam-
bria Heights, has loaned himself 
$100,000 to mount a run at the 
District 14 seat, which covers 
Laurelton, Cambria Heights, St. 
Albans, Hollis and parts of Ja-
maica, Queens Village, Hillcrest, 

Briarwood, Jamaica Estates and 
Richmond Hill.

Munir Avery, a Democratic 
Party election lawyer from Hill-

crest, has also thrown his hat 
into the ring. Deputy Borough 
President Leroy Comrie, who rep-
resented the heart of the district 

through three terms on the City 
Council, is also rumored to be in-
terested in the city and would be 
a strong favorite, but has not yet 
publicly commented on a run.

Smith has a history of rais-
ing and spending vast amounts 
of money — even when running 
unopposed — but has struggled to 
fill his war chest since his arrest.

His most recent campaign fi-
nance filings with the state Board 
of Elections show a balance of 
only $23,041.90, which includes 
a self-financed $3,000 loan, a 
$10,000 contribution from 5Pointz 
developer Jerry Wolkoff and a 
$7,500 donation from David Mack, 
former Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority and Port Author-
ity board member who resigned 
in 2009 under political pressure 
after failing to cooperate with an 
investigation into the State Po-
lice.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Indicted state Sen. Malcolm Smith is scheduling a virtual golf outing in lieu of 
his annual fund-raiser on Long Island.

Indicted state Sen. Malcolm Smith plans virtual golf outing
Embattled lawmaker schedules online fund-raiser in lieu of annual Long Island links gathering

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364
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qcc.cuny.edu/admissions

Make up, catch up & get ahead on your  
college degree this summer.
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at

Q ueen sb or o u g h
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Sessions starting  
June 2 and July 7, 2014
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EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Writer has much to learn about U.S.

I 
had to chuckle upon 
reading a letter in which 
the writer cautions the 
ever self-congratulating 

Ed Konecnik to be careful 
not to dislocate his shoul-
der while constantly pat-
ting himself on the back.

I had the same impres-
sion upon reading Konec-
nik’s voluminous letters 
describing his interpreta-
tion of freedom and liber-

ty. As the writer stated, it 
would embarrass the Stat-
ue of Liberty and what she 
stands for.

You know, that old 
“give me your tired, your 
poor” thing. But what the 
heck, what does she know 
about freedom and liberty?

Konecnik seems to en-
joy using faux-quotes to re-
inforce his views. Recently 
he attributed “Americans 

are so enamored with 
equality that they would 
rather be equal in slavery 
than unequal in freedom” 
to Alexis de Tocqueville’s 
“Democracy in America.”

I prefer to think of 
America as being more in 
line with the sentiments of 
our lady in the harbor, who 
describes a kinder, more 
compassionate America, a 
“good” America.

To misquote yet anoth-
er Tocqueville-ism, equally 
faux but far more soulful, 
“America is great because 
she is good and if America 
ever ceases to be good, she 
will also cease to be great.”

Arlene Philomena
Bayside

FAIR RELOCATIONS
One group of auto repair shop owners who took the 

city’s offer to move out of Willets Point finally got a break. 
After weeks of uncertainty and tense negotiations, more 
than 40 businesses that belong to the Sunrise Co-op signed 
a deal to relocate as a group to a building in the South 
Bronx.

Even though the co-op members face a wait of several 
months before the new facility is ready, they will be able to 
offer the same kind of one-stop shopping for auto repairs 
that made Willets Point an attractive draw for car own-
ers.

Some of the Sunrise businesses had left their shops on 
the rutted roads of Willets Point in January in exchange 
for six months’ worth of rent payments from the city, but 
found themselves without a place to reopen. In another 
hardship, a number of the owners had not received a single 
check from the city as of last week.

The city has been using several tools to clear out the 
mom-and-pop shops that have operated in the Iron Trian-
gle for decades during the first phase of a $3 billion devel-
opment project under the shadow of Citi Field.

Some business owners had their shops shuttered by 
the city, then reopened in a day or two. Others were of-
fered payments to leave by a certain date. And the threat 
of eminent domain, which would allow the city to seize a 
property at will, still hangs in the air for the remaining 
holdouts.

Willets Point has never been a paradise. Long ne-
glected by the city, the spot has more in common with a 
third-world country than the modern metropolis around 
it. There are no sewers, the roads have not been paved and 
streetlights are a fantasy.

For years many elected officials in Queens thought 
a criminal element ran Willets Point with few legitimate 
businesses operating in the space between the Flushing 
River and the ballfield. But in 2006, Hunter College re-
leased a surprising study which found 225 firms in the 
62-acre wasteland provided between 1,400 and 1,800 jobs 
primarily in auto-related industries. Most of the workers 
were immigrants.

The city appears to have fallen short on its efforts to 
relocate many of the smaller shops that agreed to leave. 
The Willets Point Defense Committee, which represents 
other owners, has appealed to Mayor Bill de Blasio to help 
find them a place in Queens where they can move as a 
group.

It’s time for the city to deliver on its promise to relo-
cate these small but vital players in the borough economy 
and to speed up the move-out payments.
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Queens Taste to celebrate boro’s small biz
A

s I watched the 
Sochi Olympics last 
month, it occurred 
to me that instead 

of trying to promote New 
York City as a site for the 
Summer Games, as we did 
10 years ago, we should go 
after the Winter Games. We 
certainly had more snow 
than Sochi over the last 
few weeks, and we have 
the venues: ice hockey in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, cross-country ski-
ing in Forest Park and luge 
along the Jackie Robinson 
Parkway.

We could add some 
new sports, such as pothole-
swerving on the Long Is-
land Expressway or puddle 
jumping on Queens Bou-
levard. Whatever events 

we choose, the Olympics 
emphasizes that there are 
three things that unite 
people of all nationalities, 
races and religions: sports, 
music and food. One does 
not need to have language 
skills or a higher educa-
tion to enjoy an athlete’s 
performance, a beautifully 
played instrument or a 
well-cooked meal.

In a world where so 
much can separate us, we 
are fortunate to live in 
a borough where we can 
find things in common and 
sometimes fuse them so 
they are uniquely Queens.

I am thinking of a re-
cent gala I attended in Rich-
mond Hill, eating Chinese/
Indian/Caribbean cuisine 
while listening to reggae. 

Of course, that brings us 
to the upcoming Queens 
Taste 2014 April 29, when 
we will celebrate wonder-
ful specialties that origi-
nated around the globe but 
are now local staples.

The fun will take place 
at the Sheraton LaGuardia 
East Hotel in Flushing, not 
far from Flushing Town 
Hall and Queens Theater, 
where musical and theat-
rical mash-ups delight the 
eyes and ears.

Behind these events 
are the small businesses, 
neighborhood groups and 
cultural institutions that 
contribute to our diversity. 
At QEDC, we like to think 
we take a cacophony of eco-
nomic programs and make 
them harmonious for any-

one seeking to open or ex-
pand a business.

New Idea to New Ven-
ture gives folks basic infor-
mation on starting a busi-
ness, the Women’s Business 
Center Power Breakfasts 
combine networking and 
education and through the 
NYC SBTech Coalition we 
provide monthly Quick-
Books Training.

We recently added two 
new programs: First Time 
Investor is an eight-week 
class which instructs quali-
fied participants in aspects 
of finance — saving, invest-
ing, stocks and retirement 
— with the added incentive 
of a $750 grant upon course 
completion.

We also have part-
nered with ACCION so a 

loan consultant is available 
at the Entrepreneur Space 
on a regular basis to assist 
clients seeking microloans.

Successful athletes, 
musicians and chefs know 
they must train, rehearse 
and test before ascend-
ing a slope, appearing on 
stage or adding a new dish 
to a menu. That is how you 
qualify for the Olympics, 
get to Carnegie Hall or con-
vince a food critic to give a 
five-star review.

And like anything that 
takes skill, early attempts 
are often disappointing 
and disheartening. Though 
I am certainly not in train-
ing for the Summer Olym-
pics, I have been attempt-
ing to swim freestyle. After 
untold hours, I can now get 

across the pool at the St. 
Sebastian Parish Center in 
Woodside, doing something 
resembling the crawl.

Michael Phelps need 
not worry, but at the least 
the lifeguard has stopped 
running over and asking if 
I am in distress.

Though the odds of any 
Olympics coming to New 
York City soon are small, 
I encourage all those with 
aspirations to stick to their 
training, whether it is for 
your business or just to get 
across the pool.

Seth Bornstein
Executive Director
Queens Economic 

Development Corp.
Kew Gardens

SE Queens opposes co-location
An open letter to May-

or Bill de Blasio and city 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña:

I 
am proud of the work 
we have begun to do in 
order to establish a fair 
and equitable education 

system for our city’s chil-
dren. The recent decision 
to withdraw nine space-
sharing, co-located charter 
schools is a step in the right 
direction.

But it does not go far 
enough.

As the city councilman 
of District 27, I have seen 
firsthand the discrimina-
tory effects charter schools 
have on communities 
such as mine in southeast 
Queens. Those families 
who were not lucky enough 
to win this game of educa-
tional roulette are forced to 
send their children to un-
derfunded public schools, 
institutions that receive 
hundreds of dollars less 
in funding per child com-

pared to charters.
Every child deserves 

a quality education and 
all schools deserve the re-
sources to ensure proper 
delivery of that education. 
By allowing privately run 
charters to siphon off pub-
lic funds and receive in-
kind contributions through 
free rent, utilities and 
janitorial services, we are 
denying the vast majority 
of our children the essen-
tial resources they need to 
thrive in the 21st century.

Instead, public stu-
dents are crammed into 
buildings that have be-
come multi-school dwell-
ings while funds are being 
allocated to the pockets of 
for-profit charter adminis-
trators. I oppose this corpo-
ratization of public schools. 
Our children are not for 
sale.

With regard to the is-
sue of charter schools, the 
lack of educational access 
for high-risk and disabled 

students, the marginal-
ization of parents and the 
lack of security provided to 
teachers are alarming. In 
particular, with respect to 
co-locations, these arrange-
ments force students from 
different schools to share 
overworked facilities, pit 
students in “turf war” ri-
valries against each other 
and have failed to improve 
individualized classroom 
instruction.

I write to you to ex-
press this sentiment not 
only on my behalf, but 
on behalf of my constitu-
ents, who overwhelmingly 
oppose co-locations and 
charter schools. For this 
reason, I am asking you to 
withdraw the proposals for 
a public co-location at Q490 
Campus Magnet and char-
ter co-location at Q59.

I. Daneek Miller
Councilman

(D-St. Albans)

Students should learn trades

W
illiam Lewis’ 
opinion that the 
mayor and the city 
schools chancel-

lor should concentrate on 
trade school courses for 
high schools in the city is 
right on.

The high school pro-

grams should be modeled 
after private trade schools, 
like the Refrigeration Insti-
tute or Apex Tech, that get 
students ready for $15-plus-
per-hour jobs after six to 
eight months of four-hour-
a-day training.

Many of the trade 

school grads have ready 
union jobs waiting for their 
skill sets that can catapult 
them toward the middle 
class.

Mike Brody
Flushing

CORRECTION

An article in the March 7-13 issue of TimesLedger Newspapers should have identifi ed Mark 
Peters as the commissioner of the city Department of Investigation. 

CLARIFICATION

In the March 7-13 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers, there was some confusion over the gifted 
and talented program in The Civic Scene column on School District 26. The following should 
clarify the status of the schools: Gifted Magnet classes were sent to MS 158 and MS 67 since the 
inception in the 1980s. MS 74 was only added last year. Next year, fi ve schools — MS 67, 74, 158, 
172 and 216 — will be offering two Gifted Magnet classes.
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B
orn March 1, 1927, at 
the Lying-in Hospi-
tal in Harlem, Har-
old George Bellafan-

ti Jr. is a singer, actor and 
political and civil rights ac-
tivist whose unforgettable 
presence on the American 
stage has spanned seven 
decades.

Better known as Har-
ry Belafonte, the King of 
Calypso popularized the 
musical genre and broke 
through the pop charts in 
1956 with his signature hit 
“The Banana Boat Song.” 
As a film actor, the New 
York native has appeared 
on screen with generations 
of greats, from Sidney Poit-
ier to John Travolta.

His lifelong struggle 
against racism, injustice 
and poverty has taken him 
from the island of Jamai-

ca to the 1963 civil rights 
march alongside Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and again 
overseas to such places as 
Cuba and sub-Saharan Af-
rica.

In his 87th year, the 
performer and activist still 
lives in New York City. He 
has four children, three of 
whom followed their father 
into acting.

In 1932, the future ce-
lebrity was sent to Jamaica 
to live with his maternal 
grandmother. It was there 
that he experienced first-
hand the bitterness of ra-
cial injustice at the hands 
of British colonial authori-
ties, a fire that he would 
carry with him for the rest 
of his life.

After returning to the 
city, however, the young 
man drifted, serving in the 

U.S. Navy in the waning 
months of World War II and 
taking odd jobs. But it was 
not long before he heard 
his calling after attend-
ing a performance of the 
American Negro Theater. 
Here he met Poitier and be-
gan studying acting along-
side such names as Marlon 
Brando, Tony Curtis and 
Walter Matthau.

Living in East 
Elmhurst at the time, Be-
lafonte went on to appear 
on television and in more 
than 30 films and documen-
taries.

In the late 1940s, the 
Queens resident simultane-
ously set out on his music 
career, if only to pay for 
his acting classes. The first 
time he performed, he ap-
peared with the Charlie 
Parker band, which includ-
ed names such as Parker 
himself, Max Roach and 
Miles Davis. He quickly de-
veloped an interest in folk 
music, with the “Banana 
Boat Song” and its joyful 
day-o shout earning him 
lasting vocal fame.

Belafonte recorded 
two million-selling albums 
and performed at President 
John Kennedy’s inaugural 
ball in 1961. A great talent 
himself, this New Yorker 
was also one to recognize 
other up-and-comers. His 
1962 collection “Midnight 
Special” marked the record 
debut of a youthful har-
monica player from Minne-
sota named Bob Dylan.

The 1960s were a time 
of great social change and 
activism in the United 
States. Harry Belafonte 
took the fight to our na-
tion’s capital in 1963 and 
opened his wallet the fol-
lowing year to help fund 
the Freedom Summer voter 
registration drive in Mis-
sissippi. Through it all, Be-
lafonte did not back down 
from controversy in his 

struggle for equality.
Belafonte last ap-

peared in concert in 2003, 
and in 2007 he announced 
that he was retired from 
performing. 

But even after more 
than 50 years of acting, 
singing and activism, the 
prodigy from the streets 
of New York is not ready 
to go quietly. He remains 
outspoken about domestic 
politics and human rights 
overseas, and courted con-
troversy during the George 
W. Bush administration by 
comparing fellow African-
Americans Colin Powell 
and Condoleezza Rice to 
Uncle Tom figures from the 
days of slavery.

In his 87 years, Belafon-
te has sung his way into the 
hearts of ordinary Ameri-
cans, entertained and chal-
lenged us on television and 
the silver screen and spoke 
for those the world over 
who had no voice.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

Singer, activist Belafonte once lived in E. Elmhurst

De Blasio must do more to promote a greener agenda

A
s my readers know, 
I have been active 
in environmental 
and educational 

matters for many years. I 
have served on boards of 
nonprofits in those areas, 
including some in Queens. 
I have waved the flag for 
them and hope to continue 
to do so for a long time.

My interest in the 
work of the city Parks De-
partment became great 
during the decades Elaine 
and I lived on Park Lane 
South in Richmond Hill. 

We watched Forest Park 
get better over the years — 
slowly, but it happened. It is 
one of the wonderful green 
oases in our borough.

But when we come 
down to it, it and Flushing 
Meadows Corona and Kis-
sena parks and a few others 
do not make this the green-
est borough. And we need 
to keep working to improve 
them without letup and to 
add more greenspaces.

There are too many ar-
eas in Queens which do not 
have enough trees, shrubs 
or places to sit and enjoy 
the beauty of nature.

This is not easy to ac-
complish. We do not have 
people who can give us a 
Central Park Conservancy 
or a Prospect Park Alli-
ance. These organizations 
have done remarkable work 

— open to all — in the last 
quarter century. Try to re-
member what those places 
looked like in the 1970s and 
’80s.

But in our new scru-
tiny of what our mayor 
chooses to call “A Tale of 
Two Cities,” those who 
have raised the funds for 
public-private improve-
ments are now being called 
into question. Are they elit-
ists? Why can’t they spread 
their money around so we 
are one city?

That is an argument 
I do not want to engage in. 

I applaud the work these 
groups have done and I 
wish we had some things 
like that in Queens.

But, first, Mr. Mayor, 
we need a new Parks com-
missioner and, as I write 
this, there is none in sight. 
We need someone with the 
ability and vision to see 
that all New Yorkers need 
as many greenspaces as 
possible, be they parks, sit-
ting areas, community gar-
dens, etc.

We need a unifying 
figure who can build on 
the wonderful work of the 

department in the past few 
decades. We need someone 
who can get people to help 
keep their environments 
green.

I will continue my 
thoughts about greening 
Queens in the next column. 
Meanwhile, like all of us, 
I look for the first signs of 
spring.

Finally, a kind of “so-
ciological” comment.

Many years ago, when 
I was a City College stu-
dent, I wrote a paper about 
the British General Strike 
of 1926. It is a fascinating 
story and includes Winston 
Churchill — in not the best 
role of his life — among 
many others. Look it up.

To do the research, I 
spent many hours in the 
newspaper division of the 
New York Public Library. I 

was able to read the actual 
paper copies of the British 
papers of the day.

One of the things I took 
away from that research 
was that, before the strike, 
the manner of political 
change in Britain meant 
that the new leaders of the 
country did not simply 
throw out or condemn the 
work of their predecessors.  
They did not blame the past 
for the problems of the day.

In our Tale of Two Cit-
ies, I have yet to figure out 
which is London and which 
is Paris. Maybe I will un-
derstand when I see a guil-
lotine or someone feverish-
ly knitting in its shadow.

Meanwhile, I would 
hope that all of us want and 
work for one New York, and 
that we get greener by the 
day.

COLUMNS

When we come down to it, Forest, 
Flushing Meadows Corona and Kissena 

parks and a few others do not make 
Queens the greenest borough.

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

■

Harry Belafonte waves as he is introduced before receiving an 
honorary doctor of music degree. AP Photo/Michael Dwyer
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n his first 100 days in of-
fice, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio has quickly and suc-
cessfully started to push 

much of his progressive 
agenda in education, hous-
ing and paid sick leave.

He also had to contend 
with an unusually large 
amount of snow, and there 
have been some hiccups 
plowing certain neighbor-
hoods and deciding wheth-
er to cancel school on one 
tough snow day.

But in the past few 
weeks, de Blasio has faced 
his most serious politi-
cal challenge: how to deal 
with the expanding charter 
school movement and what 
to do with its incredibly 
hard-charging leader, Eva 
Moskowitz.

The mayor and 
Moskowitz have a history 

together: They were col-
leagues on the City Council 
a decade ago and by most 
accounts they did not see 
eye to eye on many things, 
particularly education is-
sues. When de Blasio ran for 
speaker in 2005, Moskowitz 
did not support him.

After de Blasio was 
elected city public advo-
cate, Moskowitz took on 
public education by found-
ing a large charter school 
network, Success Academy. 
She has opened more than 
20 schools around the city, 
in mostly low-income neigh-
borhoods, and according to 
school assessment exams 
most of her students are 
thriving compared to those 
in regular public schools.

Moskowitz and her 
schools were treated well 
by former city Schools 
Chancellors Joel Klein and 
Dennis Walcott, and she 
was able to expand quite 
quickly. The tabloid news-
papers have made her the 
public face of the charter 
movement, while their edi-
torials lavish praise on her 
and charter schools in gen-

eral quite frequently.
So when the new may-

or and the chancellor ap-
proved 15 of the 18 charter 
schools the previous ad-
ministration had approved 

— with three rejections 
 from Moskowitz’s Success 
network — Eva and the tab-
loids pounced on de Blasio 
and painted him as “anti-
charter.”

Then Moskowitz as-
sembled more than 10,000 
of her students and their 
parents and bused them to 
Albany. They staged a rau-
cous rally that brought out 

the usually reclusive Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, who voiced 
his support for charters 
and not too subtly dissed 
the new mayor.

Just up the road was de 
Blasio and about 1,000 sup-
porters of his pre-K tax, but 
their rally was upstaged by 
the large charter group be-
ing heartily welcomed by 
the powerful governor.

One thing is certain: 
de Blasio will have a well-
financed, well-organized 
and tenacious adversary 
if he tries to diminish the 
expanding charter school 
movement. And the ever-
tenacious Moskowitz will 
use this issue as a platform 
and wedge as she positions 
herself as an insurgent 
mayoral candidate in 2017 
against de Blasio.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

 
May the luck of the Irish 
be with you — particu-
larly this coming March 
17, when the world will 

celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, 
more commonly known to 
the Irish as St. Paddy’s Day. 
(Not “St. Patty’s Day,” as it 
is often mistakenly called 
in the United States).

 St. Patrick’s Day is the 
one national holiday that 
is celebrated in more coun-
tries around the world than 
any other. St. Patrick’s Day 
is a reason for everyone to 
harness any Irishness in 
them and proudly recognize 
this heritage. Of course, 

this day is not only a day 
to confirm and commemo-
rate an Irish identity, but to 
honor the man behind the 
date: St. Patrick, one of Ire-
land’s patron saints.

 So who is the man 
behind the green beer and 
memorabilia? The story of 
St. Patrick is shrouded in 
myth and legend. St. Pat-
rick was born in Britain in 
or around 390. At 16 he was 
taken to Ireland as a slave, 
where he tended sheep in 
the mountainous Irish 
countryside.

 Six years later, St. 
Patrick fled back to Britain 
but later in life returned to 
Ireland as a missionary. It 
is said that he was a promi-
nent figure in converting 
the Irish people to Christi-
anity. The legend goes that 
St. Patrick also drove all 
the snakes out of Ireland.

 But considering the 

damp climate and icy wa-
ters, Ireland probably nev-
er had any and the snakes 
are more likely a metaphor 
for pagans. It is said that 
St. Patrick used the sham-
rock, a three-leaf clover, 
to teach the Holy Trinity: 
three leaves representing 
the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.

 Not only is the sham-
rock now a symbol of the 
Catholic Holy Trinity, but 
it has become a registered 
trademark of the Republic 
of Ireland. Today, people 
wear the shamrock on their 
breast on St. Patrick’s Day 
in honor of the saint and 
the Emerald Isle.

 For more than 250 
years, in the world’s biggest 
of St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tions, people have marched 
up Manhattan’s Fifth Av-
enue. This year will be no 
different with an approxi-

mate turnout of 2 million 
spectators, including many 
people wearing green from 
Queens.

 The Irish Taoiseach 
 Enda Kenny will be march-
ing in the parade March 17. 
He will also visit Boston and 
Washington, D.C., where he 
will present President Ba-
rack Obama with the bowl 
of shamrocks, as is tradi-
tion for the Irish taoiseach 
and American president on 
this important day.

 In fact, only one Irish 
senior government minis-
ter will remain in Ireland 

on this day, as 28 Irish 
government ministers will 
travel all over the world to 
celebrate this day with the 
many pockets of Irish peo-
ple living in every corner of 
the globe.

 St. Patrick’s Day is 
a day to celebrate the one 
thing we possibly all share: 
a sense of Irishness and 
Irish heritage.

 As an “off-the-boat” 
Irish girl myself, let me 
share with you some Irish 
sayings that you can use to 
impress on the day:

• Dia duit! (pronounced 

“djiah gwich”): Hello!
• Sláinte! (pronounced 

“sloyn-cheh”): Cheers!
• Lá fhéile Pádraig sona 

duit! (pronounced “law ale-
yeh Pawd-rig sunna ditch”): 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

• Ádh na nÉireannach. 
(pronounced “awe nah nay-
ron-okh”): luck of the Irish.

• Pionta Guinness, le do 
thoil. (pronounced “pyun-
tah Guinness, leh duh huh-
il”): A pint of Guinness, 
please.

Finally, since it is not 
uncommon for people to go 
to an Irish pub after the pa-
rade:

• Cá mbeidh tú ag 
fliuchadh na seamr ige? 
(pronounced “caw meg too 
egg flyuh-ka nah sham-roh-
ih-geh”): Where will you 
be wetting the shamrock? 
(“Wetting the shamrock” 
means “going for a drink.”)

De Blasio faces uphill battle over charter schools treatment

Life of Irish St. Patrick shrouded in myth and legend

Mayor Bill de Blasio listens while city Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña speaks during a news confer-
ence. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Laura
Rahill

■

Remember 
the Date

St. Patrick’s Day is the one national 
holiday that is celebrated in more 

countries around the world than any 
other.

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 1

4-
20

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

16

TL

BY BILL PARRY

Harsh words and bad 
feelings toward the MTA 
have begun anew following 
the first of 22 weekends of 
suspended service on the 
No. 7 subway line into and 
out of Long Island City.

In announcing the 
date of a town hall meeting 
March 27 but not the time 
or location, Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity spokesman Kevin Ortiz 
provided an update on the 
marketing campaign that 
was promised to help boost 
the local businesses that 
would be affected by the 
service shutdown.

“Re the marketing 
campaign: The ball is in 
their court. We haven’t 
received any  creative con-
tent from the LIC team yet 
and the deadline was last 
week,” Ortiz wrote.

Rebecca Trent, owner 

of the Creek and the Cave 
Restaurant and comedy 
club, at 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
and the founding member 
of the restaurant associa-
tion LIC Eateries, was furi-
ous.

“We have met every 
deadline when the MTA 
gave us specs on what to 
send. The problem was that 
they usually gave us 36 to 
48 hours’ notice to send 
images without answering 
our questions regarding 
use, duration of campaign 
and distribution. They also 
said they needed releases 
to accompany images, but 
no matter how many times 
we’ve asked for them, we 
still don’t have them,” she 
said.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) followed with a state-
ment that said, “Now is not 
the time for finger-pointing 
that the MTA has chosen 

to engage in with the lo-
cal community. The Long 
Island City community is 
hurting as a result of the 
22 weekends of closures on 
the 7 line. The least that the 
MTA could do is work ac-
tively with the community 

on the promises that they 
have made.

“Instead, we have seen 
the MTA add insult to in-
jury by suggesting that the 
slowness of implementation 
of a campaign is on some-
one other than themselves. 

This simple suggestion is 
shameful and arrogant.”

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said, 
“The MTA must stop treat-
ing our communities as 
if they don’t matter. This 
unresponsive bureaucracy 
will keep hearing from me 
until they get it, which they 
clearly do not at this time.”

There was no response 
from the MTA.

  When the No. 7 ser-
vice shut downs on week-
ends, trains stop running 
at 11:45 p.m. Friday to 5 a.m. 
Monday between Times 
Square and Queensboro 
Plaza for 21 more weekends 
spread out until November. 
The MTA says it is upgrad-
ing signals, replacing track 
panels and making repairs 
inside the Steinway Tube 
tunnel under the East Riv-
er.

The first weekend of 
suspended service March 

7-10 affected businesses to 
varying degrees.

“This weekend stunk,” 
Tiny You, at 10-09 50th Ave., 
owner Jill Callan said. “I 
have a lot of customers 
that take the 7 here, shop 
and then walk home across 
the Pulaski Bridge, so this 
shutdown is worrisome to 
me.”

The high-end chil-
dren’s boutique sits right 
above the Jackson Avenue 
subway entrance.

Gustavo Rodriguez, 
who books bands to per-
form at LIC Bar, at 45-58 
Vernon Blvd., said, “I know 
it affects everyone on Ver-
non and Jackson. We create 
special events to bring peo-
ple out and we’re fortunate 
because we still have the E 
and the G running.”

Last Saturday’s Lou 
Reed tribute brought a big 

OpenDoor owner and chef Nick Guitart is the one of the few busi-
ness owners in Long Island City to find anything positive about the 
weekend shutdown of the No. 7. Photo by Bill Parry

Finger-pointing follows fi rst weekend of No. 7 shutdown
Long Island City businesses feel the pinch to varying degrees as customers lose link to neighborhood

Christ the King Honored by Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue,  
Middle Village, New York 11379
(718) 366-7400

Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 
is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda 
Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, 
Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio honored Christ the 

King High School at a special ceremony in 

recognition of its efforts as the leading Catholic 

high school in the Brooklyn/Queens Diocese for 

blood donations. 

Christ the King High School is the #1 Catholic 

high school in the Brooklyn Queens Diocese to 

donate blood and, in turn, help those in need.  

Last year, Christ the King donated 287 pints of 

blood. 

Through our partnership with the New York 

Blood Center, Christ the King has been able 

to positively impact the lives of more than 800 

patients in need.  

CK President, Michael Michel stated, “I want to 

thank everyone who donated blood and those 

who volunteered for this important community 

event.  The CK Community has proven once again 

its commitment to Faith, Academic Achievement 

and Service to the Community.  This is truly a 

great achievement.”  

“Save the date for CK’s next Blood Drive on 

Wednesday, April 16th from 8:00AM to 2:00PM.  

Come out and help us break our own record,” 

concluded Mr. Michel. 

For more information on the event, contact Alice 

Wenz at (718) 366-7400, Ext. #244. 

About Christ the King Regional High School

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/.  Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Continued on Page 45



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 14-20, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
17

TL

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A development com-
pany was quick to lap up 
the leftovers after Joe Ab-
bracciamento Restaurant 
and Catering served its last 
course.

Joe Abbracciamento 
closed March 2 after at-
tracting dignitaries such 
as President John F. Ken-
nedy and the late U.S. Rep. 
Geraldine Ferraro while 
dishing up Italian classics 
for 65 years.

On March 3, Criterion 
Group, an Astoria-based 
development company, 
submitted plans to the city 
Department of Buildings 
seeking to merge 62-96 
Woodhaven Blvd. with two 
lots just north of the former 
restaurant and construct a 
120-unit apartment build-
ing on the land.

The seven-story build-
ing would come with 47 en-
closed parking spaces and 
13 outdoor ones, according 
to paperwork filed with the 
DOB.

John Abbracciamento, 
who took over the restau-
rant his father opened in 
1948, said the developers 
had not yet closed on the 
property.

Criterion confirmed 
it was negotiating the sale 
through Woodhaven Capi-
tal LLC, which is registered 
with the state.

The project would not 
require zoning variances, 
according to Eric Benaim, 
of Modern Spaces, which is 
handling press for the pro-
posal.

He said the apartments 
would be rentals, but that 
the developer was still fi-
nalizing renderings so the 
price range of the units and 
project cost could not yet be 
estimated.

Community Board 5 
Chairman Vincent Arcuri 
Jr. said the board would 
want to study how drive-
ways connect with the 
apartment building.

“Anything that goes 
in there will have an effect 

on the traffic and safety 
of Woodhaven Boulevard. 
We’d be concerned where 
the entrances and exits in 
that area would be,” Arcuri 
said.

Criterion is still draft-
ing the traffic plan, accord-
ing to Benaim.

The company is hop-
ing to utilize the sign that 
has become a hallmark of 
Joe Abbracciamento in the 
building.

“We plan on keeping 
the sign and having an art-
ist do something to recreate 
it,” Benaim said. “Maybe it 
would be incorporated in 
the lobby.”

But the fate of the or-
ange and beige art deco 
brick that has character-
ized the building since it 
housed a movie theater is 
less certain.

Benaim said Criterion 
would not begin consider-
ing the façade of the apart-
ments until the interior 
floor plan had been worked 
out.

Michael Perlman, 
chairman of the Rego-For-
est Preservation Council, 
said the group would like 
to see flourishes from the 
building’s days as a theater 
preserved.

Architect Charles 
Sandblom designed Drake 
Theatre as the 1939 World’s 
Fair in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park approached, 
according to Perlman. It 

started screening movies 
in 1935, just before the In-
dependent Subway System 
began serving the growing 
Rego Park population.

Drake closed in the ear-
ly 1990s, but Perlman said 
the brick trim remained as 
smaller stores started mov-
ing into the movie theater.

“Where are our elect-
ed officials and the [city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission] on this issue? 
Must every distinctive site 
be demolished for condos? 
What about respect for our 
architectural and cultural 
history and character?” 
Perlman wrote in an e-
mail.

Perlman said many 
mourned the closure of For-
est Hills’ Trylon Theater in 
2005, particularly because 
it was built to coincide with 
the 1939 World’s Fair and 
some of its historic features 
disappeared as the build-
ing was converted to a syn-
agogue and cultural center 
for Bukharian Jewish im-
migrants.

This time Perlman 
said he hoped Criterion 
would consider restoring 
the theater’s façade on the 
bottom floor and building 
apartments above it.

“Every loss of a po-
tential landmark is one 
too many, particularly for 
Queens,” Perlman wrote.

Developers plan to build a 120-unit apartment building where 
Joe Abbracciamento Restaurant and Catering operated. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Apartments planned 
for Abbracciamento’s
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BY SHANICE PUNNETT

The Hindu Parades 
and Festival Committee 
will host its 26th annual 
Phagwah Parade Sunday 
in Richmond Hill.

The parade kicks off at 
12 p.m. and ends at 6 p.m. 
with a concert featuring 
music and cultural perfor-
mances at Phil “Scooter” 
Rizzuto Park on Atlantic 
Avenue between 127th and 
125th streets.Floats will 
leave from 133rd Street and 
Liberty Avenue going west 
on Liberty, then north on 
125th Street to the park.

It is recommended 
that attendees of the an-

nual Indo-Guyanese event 
celebrating South Asian 
culture in the Caribbean 
take public transportation 
since parking is limited in 
the neighborhood.

Organizing secretary 
Roy D. Singh said Mayor 
Bill de Blasio will not be at-
tending this year, but Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz will.

Singh also said a num-
ber of city and state of-
ficials attend every year, 
including City Council 
members Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park), Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
and Ruben Wills (D-Jamai-
ca), state Sens. Joseph Add-

abbo Jr. (D-Howard Beach) 
and James Sanders Jr. (D-
Laurelton), and state As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Little Neck).

Singh said they come 
to the event and genuinely 
have a good time.

“They don’t just come 
for attention,” he said. 
“They usually enjoy them-
selves.”

Joyful participants 
decorate one another with 
colorful dye at the conclu-
sion of the festivities in the 
park, formerly known as 
Smokey Oval Park.

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras’ (D-East 
Elmhurst) fledgling Wom-
en’s Leadership and Em-
powerment Brunch drew 
the star-power of U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) 
Sunday afternoon.

Several dozen small 
business owners joined dis-
trict leaders and PTA mem-
bers at the Transfiguration 
Church of Christ Greek 
Orthodox Church, at 38-05 
98th St., to hear the senator 
speak about several issues 
like universal pre-K, rais-
ing the minimum wage, fi-
nancial and social empow-
erment and pay equity.

“The laws haven’t 
caught up with the times,” 
Gillibrand said. “Women 
now make up 48 percent of 
the workforce. Two-thirds 
of all minimum wage work-
ers are women and half of 
them are college graduates. 
We have to help them maxi-
mize their potential.”

She said three out of 
every 10 families are head-
ed by single mothers who 

face structural impedi-
ments while trying to work 
and raise children at the 
same time because of the 
lack of affordable daycare 
and pre-K.

“Daycare is so expen-
sive at $14,000 a year for 
a 5-year-old, no one on a 
low-wage job can afford it,” 
Gillibrand said.

The Senator made a 
case for raising the mini-
mum wage. “I know $10.10 
an hour is still low wage 
but it gets you above the 
poverty line. If you’re a 
small business owner and 
you pay a fare wage, people 
will have spend money at 
the corner store,” Gilli-
brand said.

The loudest round 
of applause of the session 
greeted the senator when 
she said, “We have to use 
our voices to make sure 
leaders know how impor-
tant these issues are. We 
have to change the agen-
da.”

The senator’s appear-
ance was a boost to Ferre-
ras’ empowerment program 
that began in October 2012 
with then-Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn. Ferreras 
hopes to build the series, 
where she will feature a 
guest speaker at quarterly 
meetings.

In addition to the 
small gatherings, the coun-
cilwoman is starting a You-
Tube channel to reach a 
wider audience.

”As the representative 
of an extremely diverse dis-
trict that is home to many 
women in leadership, I am 
happy to be able to bring a 
dynamic group of female 
community leaders togeth-
er in one room for an em-
powering discussion,” Fer-
reras said. “Having Sen. 

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (l) joins 
Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras 
(r) at a womens empower-
ment brunch in Corona. 

Photo courtesy Julissa Ferreras

Richmond Hill Phagwah parade 
to welcome Hindu spring Sunday

Sen. Gillibrand pays visit 
to Corona women’s brunchPlay   

    Dine&
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Join Today & Earn FREE Play
 

 

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in free 

play and a $10 dining voucher. 
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up 

and redeem for your rewards!

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
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110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
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347-448-8860 | www.MyFoodBazaar.com

Value, Variety & Quality Under One Roof!

ENTER SWEEPSTAKES TO WIN! 

2014 HYUNDAI GENESIS
LIC & Mount Vernon Locations Only

NOW IN

 Farm Fresh Produce

 Fresh Seafood Daily

 International Specialties

 Open 24/7; Free Parking

10% OFF TOTAL GROCERY BILL
Coupon expires April 20, 2014. Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupon valid only 
at Food Bazaar located at 42-02 Northern Boulevard Long Island City, New York 11101. Coupon not valid and cannot be used 
at any other Food Bazaar location. 10% off entire purchase of $50 or more (“Qualifying Purchase”). Qualifying Purchases are calculated BEFORE 
taxes, bottle deposits, and the face value of manufacturer coupons and AFTER Food Bazaar store coupons and any doubled or tripled value of manufacturer 
coupons. Program excludes prescription medications, gift certifi cates, gift cards, postage stamp sales, money orders, money transfers, lottery tickets, as well 
as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Not valid with any other offer and Coupon cannot be 
combined with employee, senior citizen, fi re department and other discounts typically offered by Food Bazaar. Coupon not valid for the purchase of gift 
certifi cates and cannot be redeemed as cash or merchandise credit if merchandise is returned. Coupon discount savings applied to all purchased items on a 
prorated basis; any refunds will be given in the prorated amount. No cash value.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 1

4-
20

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

20

TL



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 14-20, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
21

TL

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for purchases made 2/1/14 – 3/31/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form 
of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Energy efficient and fashionable.
Vignette® Modern Roman Shades insulate your windows  
to help keep your home warmer in winter, cooler in summer.  
Intelligent choice. Ask for details.
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BY BILL PARRY AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Richmond Hill fam-
ily was mourning its patri-
arch, who police say was 
mowed down by a hit-and-
run driver while crossing 
the street in Long Island 
City last Friday night.

Relatives of 64-year-old 
Kumar Ragunath expected 
a wake for loved ones to be 
held Thursday and Friday 
with a funeral planned for 
Saturday morning.

“We are waiting for 
the funeral to finish,” Ra-
gunath’s daughter, Shanaz 
Pentayah, said Wednesday 
before the family’s plans to 
press for any updates in the 
case.

A spokesman for the 
NYPD said Wednesday af-
ternoon that no arrests had 
been made.

Ragunath had been 
headed to his second day of 
work as the fire safety di-
rector at the Holiday Inn in 
Queens Plaza when he was 

struck, relatives said.
“Friday night was his 

second night,” said Ragu-
nath’s wife, Nazaroon Ragu-
nath, in the family’s home 
on Kew Gardens Road.

Authorities said Ragu-
nath had been attempting 
to cross Northern Boule-
vard from the south to the 
north side near 40th Road 
when he was run down at 
around 10:30 p.m. by a dark-
colored vehicle which then 
fled the scene.

Emergency respond-
ers were called to the busy 
roadway and brought Ra-
gunath, who had suffered 
severe head trauma and 
a broken leg, to Elmhurst 
Hospital, police said.

“They came around at 
like 4 a.m.” Nazaroon Ra-
gunath said. “That’s when 
they told us he didn’t make 
it.”

A father to three and 
grandfather to six, Ragu-
nath loved watching crime 
shows, playing cricket and 
listening to Indian music.

“When it was snow 
time, he would go out there 
and clean all of the neigh-
bors’ sidewalks,” his wife 
said.

He and his wife met in 
their native Berbice, Guay-
ana, his daughter said.

“I lived in the same vil-
lage back home,” Nazaroon 
Ragunath said. “We used to 
see each other every day be-
cause he would pass by my 

house, and that’s how we 
knew each other.”

The couple married in 
1975 and became parents of 
two sons and one daughter.

Ragunath adored his 
grandkids, who are be-
tween 6 and 13.

“He was a very, very 
generous person,” his wife 
of 39 years said. “Everyone 
loved him.”

Ragunath had been 

looking for employment 
since August and was 
thrilled to have found the 
Long Island City job, but 
even though he would have 
preferred not to work the 
overnight shift.

On Ragunath’s first 
day on the job his supervi-
sor picked him up, and Fri-
day night was the first time 
he had taken the subway to 
work, his wife said.

On Sunday morning, 
Pentayah placed bouquets 
of flowers and a teddy bear 
at the intersection where 
her father was killed. Pen-
tayah said she found a hat 
in the roadway which she 
believed belonged to her 
father.

“He was the most gen-
erous man ever,” she said. 
“He always gives to every-
one.”

Family members said 
they were optimistic that 
police would find the hit-
and-run driver.

“We want whoever hit 
him to come forward. He 
didn’t deserve to die like 
this,” his wife said.

The accident was being 
investigated by the NYPD’s 
Highway Patrol Collision 
Investigative Squad, police 
said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

KUMAR RAGUNATH
Photo courtesy the Ragunath family 

Family of LIC hit-run victim hopes driver is found

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

A flashing sign alerts drivers to the fatal hit-and-run accident on 
Northern Boulevard in Long Island City. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Community Board 9 
unanimously elected Ralph 
Gonzalez its new chairman 
Tuesday.

Gonzalez, an Ozone 
Park resident, received the 
board’s backing after cur-
rent CB 9 Chairman James 
Coccovillo nominated him.

He and a new slate of 
executive members will as-
sume their positions at the 
April meeting.

Several CB 9 members 
praised Gonzalez through-
out the remainder of the 
meeting and walked over 
to his seat to congratulate 
him with hugs and hand-
shakes.

Coccovillo said he con-
sidered his year at the helm 
of the board an honor, de-
spite disputes breaking out 
among CB 9 members.

“I am very honored 
and privileged to have held 
this position for a year even 
with the issues that came 
about,” Coccovillo said. 
“I also want to thank the 
board for their decision 
to bring forth a number of 
things that made us a bet-
ter board.”

Coccovillo presided 
over a few public spats. 
This winter the board vot-
ed to retain Sam Esposito, a 
longtime member, after he 
was accused of making an-
ti-Semitic remarks to three 
board members. The three 
board members requested 
Esposito’s removal because 
they said he sent an e-mail 
criticizing them for com-

plaining that food served at 
a meeting was “not kosher 
enough.”

Esposito retained his 
seat and has since been 
indicted in the Manhattan 
district attorney’s investi-
gation of Social Security 
disability benefits fraud 
among retired police of-
ficers and firefighters. Es-
posito pleaded not guilty.

His case did not come 
up at the March meeting. 

At the Jan. 14 meeting, 
District Manager Mary 
Ann Carey said she felt 
harassed by Coccovillo fol-
lowing a poor performance 
review. By the February 
meeting, she and Coccovil-
lo said they had reached a 
resolution.

Gonzalez, who heads 
a nonprofit that produces 
television shows promoting 
behavioral health aware-

Ralph Gonzalez wins 
the Community Board 9 
chairmanship election. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

CB 9 votes new slate
of offi cers to board

Continued on Page 46
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The former Parkway 
Hospital property appears 
to be bound for another 
auction.

A limited liability com-
pany that staked out the 70-
35 113th St. property with 
a $22 million bid during a 
Jan. 10 foreclosure auction 
opted not to move forward 
with the sale, according to 
Joseph Risi, the referee as-
signed to the foreclosure 
case.

Risi said 70-35 113th 
Street Holdings LLC paid 
the required 10 percent 
down payment, but never 
handed over the remainder 
of the bid.

Auberge Grand Cen-
tral LLC, which holds the 
mortgage on the Forest 
Hills property, granted the 
LLC more time to complete 
the sale after the 30-day 
window for closing passed.

Risi said the 
56,400-square-foot lot would 
likely be put up for auction 
again while the court decid-
ed where the $2.2 million 
deposit should be directed.

As of Wednesday, 70-
35 113th Street Holdings 
was not registered with the 
state. The potential new 
owners never disclosed 
their identities publicly.

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) said she tried to orga-
nize two meetings with the 
LLC to discuss its plans for 
the property. She said the 
company’s representatives 
asked to reschedule the 
first meeting and showed 
up an hour and a half late 
to the second.

“I had to leave, so I 
didn’t sit down with them,” 
said Koslowitz, who de-
clined to disclose the rep-
resentatives’ identities 
because she was unsure if 
they would assume owner-
ship of Parkway. “I want 
to know what’s going to be 
there because right now the 
building is an eyesore.”

Since the state Com-
mission on Healthcare Fa-
cilities shut the hospital in 

2008, the empty Forest Hills 
building has racked up 14 
open violations with the 
city Department of Build-
ings and seven with the 
city Environmental Con-
trol Board.  Telecommu-
nications companies have 
rented space on the roof.

Parkway currently has 
a $10,700 tab for infractions 
that range from failing to 
maintain the building ex-
terior because of bulging 
bricks to not having its el-
evator annually inspected, 
according to the DOB web-
site.  The 

Parkway’s owner and 
chief executive officer, Dr. 
Robert Aquino, lost the 
battle to reopen Parkway 
as creditors began pursu-
ing him for unpaid debts.

Aquino filed a lawsuit 
in 2009 against then-state 
Assemblyman Anthony 
Seminerio and former Ja-
maica Hospital CEO David 
Rosen, accusing them of 
setting Parkway up to fail 
after Rosen bribed Semi-
nerio to support Jamaica 
Hospital in the state Legis-
lature.

Seminerio died in pris-
on and Rosen was sentenced 
to a three-year prison term 
for bribery.

Aquino pleaded guilty 
in January 2012 to federal 
bribery charges stemming 
from his attempts to pay 
former state Sen. Carl Kru-
ger $60,000 in exchange for 
Kruger lobbying to revive 
Parkway. He was sentenced 
to four months in prison.

But the former CEO 
had spent years trying to 
turn around Parkway.

Between March 2006 
and July 2007, he took out 
$61 million in loans from 
Medical Capital Holdings 
Inc. through three entities 
attorneys believe Aquino 
or his family controlled 
— Parkway Hospital Inc., 
which operated the hospi-
tal; Parkway Acquisition I, 
which leased the land and 
building to the hospital; 
and Capitol Health Man-
agement Inc., which man-
aged six medical practices 

in the tri-state area and 
staffed Parkway’s emer-
gency room, according to 
federal court documents 
filed by a receiver for Medi-
cal Capital Holdings.

Many of these loans 
were secured by the hospi-
tal’s property.

After executives with 
Medical Capital Holdings 
Inc. were arrested by the 
U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission on 
fraud charges, the U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Central Cali-
fornia appointed Thomas 
Seaman receiver of the as-
sets held by the investment 
company, including the 
Parkway loans, in 2009.

By March 2014, accrued 
interest had increased 
Medical Capital Holdings’ 
investment in Parkway to 
$76 million, according to 
Seaman’s monthly report.

Parkway Hospital and 
Capitol Health Management 
have filed for bankruptcy. 
The cases were converted 
to Chapter 7 bankrupt-
cies, where trustees are 
charged with liquidating 
companies’ assets and dis-
tributing them to creditors 
because reorganizing the 
businesses is no longer con-
sidered viable.

Parkway Acquisition, 
which owns the property, 
has attempted to file for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection multiple times 
in a bid to stall the receiv-
er from foreclosing on the 
property, according to doc-
uments filed in the foreclo-
sure case. 

Parkway’s latest bank-
ruptcy bid, filed days be-
fore a scheduled auction of 
the property in June, was 
dismissed in winter.

Because Seaman 
helped broker the sale of 
Parkway’s mortgage to Au-
berge Grand Central LLC 
in 2012, Auberge Grand 
Central assumed the re-
ceiver’s position in the fore-
closure case.

The referee would now 
work with Auberge when 
planning future auctions of 
the property.

Bidder for Parkway Hosp.
fails to close on $22M saleSTOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.
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Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

SAVE THIS ADSAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING

Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

Sale valid March 1st to March 31st, 2014

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or

FREE
in Home

Estimates

GOT LEAKS? • WATER DAMAGE? • DRAFTS?
Free Energy Audit and Leak Detection Available

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL & FIBERGLASS
DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

TL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$69900$81500
REG.

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

$149900

ON SALE

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

$18900
REG.

$39900

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
      Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door knob/Dead Bolt

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

COUPON

NO
SALES
TAX!

GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7'

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$39900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$58900$63900

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$18900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

BASEMENT
SLIDERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors 
& Sizes available

37500
Entire House as low as

Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON

COUPON

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP MOULDING 
AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131
BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.

Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 
• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)

N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.

Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550
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Photos by Ken Maldonado 

Photos by Caroll Alvarado

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Steven Malecki
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Magazine Names

One of the Top 35 
   Music Business Programs 

     in the United States 

Saturday, March 15 at 1 pm

for High School and College Students & Adults
Classes Offered in Audio Recording, Music, 

 Music Business, Theatre & Private Music Lessons
  Classes start in March, call now for a brochure!

Saturday Seminars “New” “New” 
& Workshops

The Calvary@Home Nurse.
The same world-renowned compassion and care

right in your very own home.
Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most important 
decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a century, Calvary 
Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain management and 
emotional comfort to patients suffering from advanced cancer and other 
chronic and acute terminal illnesses. The same Calvary discipline of 
unique compassion and care is also provided by our home care and 
hospice teams right in your very own home or select nursing homes. It’s 
called Calvary@Home. Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home 
is considered one of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for 
your patient, but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s 
another reason why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life 
Continues. Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

tient Services

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND      AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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BY BILL PARRY

A new stewardship 
group is forming to care 
for the greenspace in  Long 
Island City’s waterfront 
parks.  The Hunters Point 
Conservancy will be a mi-
crocosm of what LIC has 
become — a mix of older, 
long-term residents with 
a new, more youthful dy-
namic.

Coffeed owner Frank 
Raffaele hosted a commu-
nity meeting at his coffee 
house Friday evening and 
20 volunteers began putting 
together committees for 
Friends of Hunters Point 
South Park. The new group 
will join with Friends of 
Gantry Park to establish 
an umbrella group called 
Hunters Point Parks Con-
servancy.

“Anyone who goes into 
that park knows what an 
asset it is,” Raffaele said. 

“It’s the neighborhood’s 
front lawn and we have to 
do everything we can to 
take care of it.”

In addition to the 
original coffee roastery 
and café, at 37-18 Northern 
Blvd., Raffaele, 40, is open-
ing a concession in the park 
called LIC Landing by Cof-
feed as early as April.

“We will need corpo-
rate sponsors down the 
line, but we will provide the 
initial burst of capital with 
seed money from a portion 
of the sales at LIC Land-
ing,” Raffaele said.

That kind of philan-
thropy is nothing new for 
Raffaele and his partners. 
They have put portions of 
the proceeds toward local 
charities since opening 
their first coffee house last 
year — 10 percent of all cof-
fee sales and 5 percent of all 
food sales.

The formation of the 

conservancy is welcome 
news to Bill Bylewski, the 
52-year-oldpresident of 
Friends of Gantry Park, a 
Long Island City resident 
since 1997.

“It will bring an influx 
of new and youthful energy 
to our efforts in our park 

and the new one just to the 
south,” Bylewski said. “It’s 
like a breath of fresh air. 
Frank and his partners are 
such good, civic-minded 
businessmen. We’re going 
to make sure that all the 
energy is spread out across 
our waterfront in both 

parks.”
Friends of Gantry is 

now 15 years old and, while 
they still draw 400 volun-
teers a year to look after the 
greenery in the park, the 
membership has dropped 
off in recent years.

“Our core is down to 10 
members and you can say 
things had waned since the 
early years when we faced 
the toughest problems in 
the park,” Bylewski said.

Raffaele and Bylewski 
have to maintain separate 
nonprofits because the 
parks are controlled by dif-
ferent government bodies. 
Gantry Plaza State Park is 
administered by the state, 
while Hunters Point South 
is run by the city. With the 
joint conservancy they will 
tend to both greenspaces 
with an eye on expanding.

“Eventually the con-
servancy will spread to all 
the other parks along our 

waterfront, even north to 
Socrates, Rainey and As-
toria parks,” Raffaele said. 
“We’re building towards 
that critical mass.”

The same can be said of 
the Coffeed brand. Raffaele 
and his three partners will 
have four locations when 
LIC Landing opens.

“We have the original 
roastery and café in the 
Standard Parts Building 
on Northern Boulevard, a 
satellite shop in the CUNY 
Law School in Court Square 
and a location in Port Wash-
ington,” Coffeed co-founder 
Jie Whoon Kang said. “LIC 
Landing will make it four 
and we have several other 
things in the works in other 
parts of Queens as well.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

A new Hunters Point South Park volunteer group joins 
forces with the 15-year-old Friends of Gantry Park team. 

Photo courtesy Bill Bylewski

Long Island City waterfront parks get some new blood
Coffeed owner forms conservancy group to help Friends of Gantry maintain its greenspaces

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Brooklyn Arts Exchange
421 5th Ave., Park Slope, Brooklyn 11215
718-832-0018
www.youth.bax.org

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfi eld Place, Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Brooklyn Fencing Center
62 4th Street, Brooklyn, NY 1231
718-522-5822
www.brooklynfencing.com

Brooklyn Urban Garden
500 19th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-280-9556
www.bugsbrooklyn.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200
www.millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
694 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

Shorefront YM-YWHA
3300 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-646-1444
www.shorefronty.org

Summit Academy Charter School
27 Huntington Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-875-1403
www.summitacademycharterschool.org

Union Temple
17 Eastern Pkwy, Brooklyn, NY 11238
718-638-7600
www.uniontemple.org

YMCA Summer Camp
www.ymcanyc.org

CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

Asphalt Green
555 East 90th Street
New York, NY 10128
646-981-2261
www.asphaltgreen.org

Dwight School Summer Camp
2116 1st Avenue (bet. 108-109 St.)
New York, NY 10029
917-551-6430
www.dwightsumercamp.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

Henry Street School Da Camp
301 Henry Street, NY, NY 10002
212-254-3100
www.henrystreet.org

Surprise Lake
307 7th Avenue
New York, NY 10001
212-924-3131
www.surpriselake.org

YMCA Summer Camp
www.ymcanyc.org

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Christ the King Summer Camp                                    
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
www.christtheking.com

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

YMCA Summer Camp
www.ymcanyc.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road, Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road, Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
www.luhisummercamps.org
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A 69-year-old Glendale 
man died after a van back-
ing out of a driveway in 
Maspeth struck him last 
week, police said.

The Police Department 
said a 2008 Ford Econoline 
knocked Edward Popek, 
69, to the pavement, near 
72-40 60th Lane, around 
10:45 p.m. March 6.The rear 
wheel on the driver’s side of 
the vehicle then rolled over 
Popek, the NYPD said.

Officers at the scene 
said the victim was unre-
sponsive. He was rushed to 
Elmhurst Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead.

The city’s medical ex-
aminer concluded Popek 
died of blunt force trauma 
to the head and torso. Staff 
at the medical examiner’s 
office said the death was 
ruled an accident.

Officers issued the 
25-year-old man driving 
the van a summons for un-
safe backing. Police said he 
passed a sobriety test and 
possessed a valid driver’s 
license.

Some neighbors near 
the accident said they had 
witnessed many crashes 
because cars often speed 
around the bend from 
where 60th Lane and 61st 
Road meet.

But this was the first 
fatal collision Hector and 
Leticia Bruno could re-
member.

The couple said they 
had just fallen asleep when 
sirens sounded. The vic-
tim’s body was no longer in 
the street, but their neigh-
borhood was flooded with 
firefighters, detectives and 
other emergency person-
nel.

“We saw the Fire De-

partment actually spraying 
away the blood, washing it 
off the street,” Hector Bru-
no said.

In his dozen years on 
the block, Bruno said he 
saw two to three accidents a 
year near 72-40 60th Lane.

He approached Com-
munity Board 5 about 
turning 60th Lane into a 
one-way street or installing 
speed bumps nearby about 
two years ago. But Bruno 
said the proposal never 
went anywhere.

“In the summertime, 
all the kids are out here 
playing and you’ll hear the 
breaks screeching when 
the cars come by,” he said. 
“It’s very dangerous.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
An activist in eastern 

Queens’ South Asian com-
munity who pushed to re-
draw his state Assembly 
district is eyeing a seat in 
Albany.

Attorney Ali Na-
jmi registered a committee 
with the state Board of Elec-
tions Tuesday  to run for an 
unnamed office, but did not 
return calls to elaborate on 
his plans.

Through his work with 
the South Asian/West Indi-
an advocacy group SEVA, 
the Glen Oaks resident 
assisted in the successful 
effort to redraw Assembly-
man David Weprin’s (D-
Little Neck) district in 2012 
to stretch west in order 
to include the immigrant 
communities in Richmond 
Hill.

Weprin ran unopposed 
in the new district later 

that year, and many in the 
South Asian community 
bemoaned the absence of 
one of their own on any 
state ballot during the elec-
tion.

Najmi, however, used 
to work as a legislative 
director for the assembly-

man’s brother, City Coun-
cilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens), and 
he would have to be very 
dissatisfied with Weprin’s 
record to display such dis-
loyalty.

“If he runs against 
David, it is because he 
feels like his community is 
not being represented,” a 
source familiar with east-
ern Queens politics said.

Another possibility 
is that Najmi could be the 
first to step up and chal-
lenge state Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside), who ruffled 
Democratic feathers when 
he broke with the party 
leadership in Albany two 
weeks ago to join the Sen-
ate’s Independent Demo-
cratic Conference.

Even so, an unelected 
contender such as Najmi 
would face Sisyphean odds 
challenging an incumbent 

Glen Oaks resident Ali Najmi 
is eyeing a run at an un-
named elected office. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

69-year-old Glendale man dies
after van backs into him: Cops

South Asian activist eyes 
Albany seat in eastern Qns 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Continued on Page 45
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BY BILL PARRY

A city councilman believes 
the city’s war on potholes can be 
waged more efficiently.

Last month, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio pledged to make pothole re-
pairs a priority and city crews mo-
bilized, filling more than 100,000 
of them through February, nearly 
30,000 in Queens alone, but Coun-
cilman Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) believes it is not enough.

On Friday, the first-year 
councilman from Astoria urged 
his colleagues at the Council to 
approve his recently introduced 
bill, Int. 53, which requires that 
potholes are filled within five 
days or less.

“Department of Transporta-
tion data shows that we have been 
able to fill potholes effectively de-
spite the harsh winter,” he said. 
“Int. 53 would codify good prac-
tice and set our expectations high 
for years to come.”

Constantinides’ legislation 
was introduced shortly after the 
mayor and the city DOT unveiled 
their plan for pothole blitzes, 
targeted repaving, road-surface 

material enhancements and even 
better routing and tracking op-
erations.

“I was heartened to hear the 
mayor’s plan and it leaves me 
hopeful that our government is 
going to do its best for its people,” 
he said. “I want to make sure to 
put the sentiment behind the 
mayor’s plan into law.”

Constantinides was joined at 
his news conference by state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria), 
who said, “Potholes aren’t just a 
nuisance, they can cause thou-
sands of dollars of damage that 
New Yorkers just can’t afford on 
a regular basis. Councilman Con-
stantinides’ bill would make city 
government more responsive to 
the needs of drivers, cyclists and 
pedestrians alike, and I offer my 
full support for this plan to make 
our streets safer.”

Safer and smoother streets 
are good for business, according 
to Kevin Foley, president of the 
Steinway Business Improvement 
District.

“Fellow business owners 
have told me how important it is 
to them that our roads are main-

tained well,” Foley said. “When 
our streets are clear and pothole-
free, they are more welcoming to 
visitors and customers. This will 
help bring much-needed econom-
ic growth. The bill will help both 
residents of the city and visitors 
who drive through and patronize 
our businesses.”

Potholes represent a safety 
issue as well, state Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas (D-As-
toria) said.

“It is important that public 
safety hazards like potholes are 
addressed in a timely manner to 
ensure that New Yorkers do not 
suffer injury or property dam-
age when going about their daily 
lives,” she said.

Constantinides also an-
nounced a pedestrian safety town 
hall meeting will be held March 
17 at the Bohemian Hall, at 29-19 
24th Ave., in Astoria between 7 
p.m. and 10 p.m.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718.260.4538.

First year Astoria Councilman Costa Constantinides draws praise from fellow 
leaders for his new pothole bill. Photo courtesy Costa Constantinides

Constantinides tackles potholes with new bill 
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Make an appointment to have your child’s car seat checked. 

Get trained on the correct way to install you child’s car seat. 

Saturday, March 15th 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 

Behind the Hospital on 41st Avenue near Baxter Avenue 

No charge 

New York State laws says that all children under the age of 8 must be in the  
proper car seat or booster seat based on their weight and height. 

Most car seats are installed incorrectly and your child is at greater risk for injury. 

A certified child passenger safety technician will assist you on March 15th 

Make an appointment today. Call Mark Hoffacker, Trauma Services Injury      
Prevention Coordinator at (718) 334-2036 to make your appointment. 

Car Seat Safety & Fitting Station 

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A pair of southeast Queens 
residents were among five bag-
gage handlers at JFK Airport 
who were arrested last week 
and charged with stealing thou-
sands of dollars worth of checks 
and credit cards that were be-
ing mailed overseas, authorities 
said.

Anthony Austin, 26, of Hol-
lis, and Ariel Weaver, 20, of South 
Ozone Park, were arrested by 
Port Authority police March 5 
along with three others from 
Brooklyn for allegedly pocket-
ing checks and credit cards be-
ing sent through the U.S. mail, 
Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said.

“Included among the items al-
legedly stolen from the mail were 
money orders mailed by a mem-
ber of the armed services and, 
in another instance, checks in-
tended for child support,” Brown 
said. “When an individual mails 
an item through the U.S. Postal 
Service, there is an implicit trust 
that it will arrive at its intended 

destination. It is alarming that 
these defendants were allegedly 
using U.S. mailbags as grab bags 
to satisfy their own greed.”

Investigators from the U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service and 
the Port Authority police began 
looking into baggage handlers 

working for Ground Services In-
ternational at Terminal 7 after 
receiving complaints that credit 
cards, money orders and checks 
being mailed internationally 
were being stolen, Brown said.

Between July and February 
the defendants allegedly pilfered 

checks and money orders rang-
ing from $100 to $1,000 headed for 
Japan, China and Korea and de-
posited them into their own bank 
accounts, sometimes scribbling 
their own names over the names 
of the intended recipients, the DA 
said.

They are also accused of 
stealing credit cards and using 
them to buy gadgets such as iPad 
minis and Samsung Galaxy tab-
lets from Best Buy kiosks at the 
airport, Brown said.

All told, the district attorney 
said, the baggage handlers alleg-
edly stole more than $27,000.

The Post Office’s top sleuth 
for New York said that when it 
comes to the mail, there is a zero-
tolerance policy for theft.

“Postal inspectors will uti-
lize every resource available to 
identify those responsible and 
ensure justice is served,” U.S. 
Postal Inspector in Charge Philip 
Bartlett said.

Austin was arraigned on two 
counts of grand larceny and pos-
session of stolen property, while 
Weaver was arraigned on one 
count of possessing stolen proper-
ty, the DA said. Both are due back 
in court April 2.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Authorities say they arrested a pair of southeast Queens residents working as baggage handlers at JFK Airport for alleg-
edly stealing checks from mail being sent overseas.

Queens duo pocketed checks from mail at JFK: DA
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

While overall per capi-
ta beer consumption in the 
United States has gone flat, 
craft beers have been expe-
riencing heady growth. 

At least five micro-
breweries — with two more 
on the way —  have bubbled 
up in Queens in the last two 
years.  

Craft brewing is an 
extension of the artisanal 
food movement, which re-
jects the corporate busi-
ness model that dominates 
the supply chain of most 
commodities.  

“The growth in local 
microbreweries is just an-
other indication that arti-
sanal foods and beverages 
are a growing business, 

important to our economy,” 
Seth Bornstein, executive 
director of the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corp., 
said. “Historically, Queens 
had some significant brew-
eries and beer gardens, so it 
is great to see the renewed 
interest.” 

Queens resident Har-
riet Lembeck, who runs the 
Harriet Lembeck Wine & 

Spirits Program, teaches a 
session on beers and malt 
beverages. 

“In olden days, brew-
ing was done at home, or 
at least, at the local baker, 
who had lots of grains and 
yeast on hand. Beer is per-
ishable, which is one rea-
son that local brews are a 
good thing,” Lembeck said.  
“There has always been an 
affection for local brews, 
and the craft movement 
signals a return to those 
feelings.”  

Without exception, the 
Queens microbrewers we 
met started out as home 
brewers and approach the 
craft as a labor of love.  

Their scale gives them 
the luxury of creating prod-
ucts pitched to a small but 
discerning audience.  They 
can experiment with an 
unfettered vocabulary of 
techniques and ingredi-

TimesLedger, March 14-20, 2014

Best places to hoist 
a Queens-brewed pint:

Queens Kickshaw
40-17 Broadway, Astoria

(718) 777-0913
www.thequeenskickshaw.com

A mindboggling and ever changing list of artisa-
nal alchoholic and non-alchoholic beverages served 
with artisanal locally sourced vegetarian food.

Alewife
5-14 51st Ave, Long Island City

(718) 937-7494
www.alewifenyc.com

An ale-o-centric gastropub featuring craft beers 
and local brews.

Forest Hills Station House
106-11 71st Ave., Forest Hills

(718) 544-5000
www.foresthillsstationhouse.com

A gastropub with an impressive lineup of local 
brews, and a gourmet-ish bent to their noshes.

Continued on Page 38

BY SUZANNE PARKER

While overall per capi-
beer consumption in the
ited States has gone flat

Craft brewing is an
extension of the artisanal
food movement, which re-
jects the corporate busi-
ness model that dominates

important to our economy,”
Seth Bornstein, executive 
director of the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corp.,
said “Historically Queens

Spirits Program, teaches a
session on beers and malt 
beverages.

“In olden days, brew-
ing was done at home, or
at least, at the local baker, 
who had lots of grains and
yeast on hand. Beer is per-
ishable, which is one rea-
son that local brews are a
good thing,” Lembeck said.
“There has always been an 
affection for local brews,
and the craft movement
signals a return to those 
feelings.” 

Without exception, the
Queens microbrewers we
met started out as home 
brewers and approach the
craft as a labor of love. 

Their scale gives them

a 

nal 
with

and

brewing brewing 
SOMETHING’SSOMETHING’S

IN QUEENSIN QUEENS

Borough now home to nearly half a dozen boutique 
beermakers with more heading down the pike

Brew kettles and kegs fill the 
room at the Rockaway Brewing 
Co. in Long Island City, which 
was started by Marcus Burnett 
about two years ago.  

Photos by Andrew Parker
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

We confess to having a weird-
ly superstitious belief in the laws 
of equilibrium.  

When one of our friends loses 
weight — we put it on.  When we 
added memory to my computer — 
we became even more forgetful.  

We recently read an article 
in The New York Times about an 
epidemic of pub closings in Eng-
land, which must explain the sud-
den proliferation of gastropubs in 
Forest Hills.  In the last year or 
so, at least four have opened.

We procrastinated about 
visiting the Flying Pig, because, 
from the outside it has the look 
and feel of a chain restaurant.  We 
subsequently discovered this is 
the case on the inside, too.  Long 
bar, lots of wood, exposed brick, 
low lighting, etc., etc.  The some-
times boisterous atmosphere is 
more conducive to conviviality 
than a quiet dinner for two.  The 
crowd is young and lively.

Flying Pig’s liquid offerings 
are worthy of note.  One, at least, 

was intoxicatingly educational.  
We ordered a flight of Jameson 
Irish whiskies which included 
their regular, 12-year-old Special 

Reserve and Black Barrel.  It was 
fun comparing the variations, an 
opportunity we wouldn’t have 
had at home without going to a 

lot of expense.  You could gain 
some heady knowledge from their 
prodigious lists of whiskies of 
all stripes and craft beers.  They 

even have craft beer from a cask, 
the provenance of which changes 
weekly.  Too bad they don’t offer 
anything brewed in Queens.

As a self-described Irish gas-
tropub, traditional Irish fare oc-
cupies menu space with cheese 
and charcuterie platters, burgers 
and more gourmet-ish grub.  The 
great thing about a gastropub is 
that you can snack on tidbits or 
dine on something more substan-
tial.  We did some of each.

Oysters baked with creamed 
spinach were topped with teensy 
cubes of bacon.  Just a little more 
pepper would have given this dish 
what it lacked in zip.  

Winter tart, a pastry base 
topped with braised leeks and 
mushrooms, crowned with duck 
sausages and set off with a bit of 
salad was more interesting.  

Fish and chips, an obvious 
choice at an Irish pub, would have 
been perfect except for the fish.  
The fries were outstanding — just 
the right degree of crunchiness, 
as was the beer batter on the 

Get your pub grub on at Forest Hills’ Flying Pig
Restaurant offers Irish versions of comfort food and scores high marks for bar selections

The winter tart topped with braised leeks and mushrooms is crowned with duck 
sausages at Forest Hills’ Flying Pig. Photo by Suzanne Parker

IF YOU GO

Forest Hills, NY 11375 
(718) 575-0070 

www.thefl yingpigforesthills.com 

Cuisine: Irish and other pub fare
Setting: Typical pub décor
Service: Satisfactory 
Hours: Open seven days for lunch, 
dinner, weekend brunch
Reservations: Optional 
Alcohol: For sure
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual
Children: Small children’s menu
Music: Live music, karaoke, DJs and 
other special events, check website

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Tends towards noisy
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: Yes

Continued on Page 40

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner and 

the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

WE NOW OFFER

Free Delivery

MARCH SPECIAL
$9.99

(no substitutions, toppings extra)

FOR DELIVERY ONLY

We deliver Tuesday – Sunday, 5pm – 9:30pm
Friday & Saturday: Pizza Only

T H U R S DAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PIZZERIA
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EVENTS

David Alan Grier — Film, TV 
and stage star Grier brings his 
brand of comedy to Bayside, 
along with special guest 
Godfrey.
When: Saturday, March 15, at 
8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

TALK

Anne Hosansky — The author 
will discuss her new book, “Ten 
Women of Valor,” focusing on 
the story of Esther. The Bayside 
Jewish Center Sisterhood 
sponsors this program. 
Refreshments will be available.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

When: Monday, March 17, 3 pm
Where: Bayside Jewish Center, 
203-05 32nd Ave., Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-7900

FILM

See it Big! Comedies — March 
is a laugh at the Museum of 
the Moving Images fi lm series. 
Screenings include “Some 
Like it Hot,” “Annie Hall” and 
“Modern Times.”
When: Through March 29
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with admission, 
$12/adults, $9/students and 
seniors, $6/children
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Classic Movie Mondays — 
Every Monday afternoon, 
the Queens Library screens 

a classic fi lm. This month’s 
schedule includes “12 Angry 
Men” on March 17, “It Happened 
One Night” on March 24, and 
“Rebel Without a Cause” on 
March 31. 
When: Mondays at 3 pm
Where: Sunnyside Library, 43-
06 Greenpoint Ave.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 784-3033
Website: www.queenslibrary.
org

MUSIC

Five Boroughs Music Festival 
— Les Delices, a Cleveland-
based ensemble performs 
French Baroque music on 
period instruments. Wine and 
light refreshments will be 
served. 
When: Friday, March 14, at 6 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $25/advance, $30/at 
door, $15/students
Website: www.5bmf.org

Musica Reginae Chamber 
Players — An evening of 
chamber music composed 
of works by Schumann and 
Brahms. This concert is in 
memory of Musica Reginae 

PRODUCTIONS

“Richard III” — The Queens 
Players infuse a punk sensibility 
into Shakespeare’s drama, 
now set in 1980s punk clubs in 
England. 
When: Through March 15
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Anything Goes” — Theatre by 
the Bay presents Cole Porter’s 
musical-comedy set aboard a 
ocean liner from New York to 
London includes the classic 
songs “You’re the Top,” “I Get a 
Kick Out of You” and “Anything 
Goes.”
When: Sunday, March 16, at 3 
pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

“Hairspray” — The recent 
smash Broadway hit musical, 
staged by the Marathon Little 
Theatre Group, revolves around 
perky Tracy Turnblad’s push 
to integrate a 1960s TV dance 
show in Baltimore, and to fi nd 
love along the way. 
When: Sunday, March 16, at 3 
pm
Where: Marathon Jewish 
Center, 245-67 60th Ave., 
Douglaston
Cost: $18/adults, $16/seniors 
and children under 13
Contact: (718) 229-4644

“Children of Eden” — Beari 
Productions, Ltd. presents 
the Stephen Schwartz musical 
based on the Book of Genesis. 
When: Through March 16, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday, 
March 16 at 4pm
Where: All Saints Church, 214-
35 40th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors, 
$16/children and students
Contact: (718) 736-1216

“Nunsense The Mega-
Musical” — In this reboot of the 

‘ANYTHING GOES’ ABOUT TO SET SAIL
Lila Edelkind (l.) plays Bonnie and Michael Chimenti portrays Moonface Martin in the Theatre 
By the Bay’s production of “Anything Goes.” The Cole Porter musical, set abroad an ocean lin-
er bound from New York to London, includes the standards “You’re the Top” and “I Get a Kick 
Out of You.” The show ends its run at the Bay Terrence Jewish Center in Bayside this Sunday. 
Contact (718) 428-6363 for more information. Photo courtesy Lawrence Bloom

original Off-Broadway smash, 
the Little Sisters of Hoboken 
put on a variety show to raise 
money.
When: Through March 16, Friday 
at 8 pm, Saturday at 8 pm and 
Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater 

at St. Margaret Parish, 66-05 
79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, 
$12/children 11 and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

“How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying” — The 
1960s Pulitzer prize-winning 
musical traces window washer 
J. Pierrepont Finch’s rise to the 
top of the World Wide Wicket Co.
When: Through March 30
Where: The Post Theatre, 

Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“The Gemini Killer” — Theatre 
Time Productions presents a 
new mystery thriller written by 
a local author. 
When: March 29 to April 6. 
Friday and Saturday at 8pm and 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., 
Bayside
Cost: $16/adults, $14/seniors 
and children
Contact: (347) 358-8102

“The Boy Friend” — Sandy 
Wilson’s spoof of madcap 
1920s boy-meets-girl musicals 
is staged by The Gingerbread 
Players.
When: March 29 to April 6, 
Friday at 7:30 pm, Saturday 
at 2:30 pm and 7:30 pm and 
Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/suggested donation
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

Continued on Page 42
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ents, limited only by their imagi-
nation. 

They are way more passion-
ate about their product than their 
bottom line.  For beer lovers, this 
could be the start of a happy — 
and hoppy — relationship.

Queens Microbreweries
Rockaway 

Brewing Co.
Marcus Burnett, whose day 

job is a videographer with Na-
tional Geographic, started home 
brewing in his beach bungalow 
in the Rockaways.  His beers were 
so sought after by friends and 
neighbors who sampled them that 
he knew he was onto something.  
About two years ago, he founded 
Rockaway Brewing Co. with 
Ethan Long, who had a theatri-
cal set design company in Long 
Island City, and John Chapman, 
who had actual commercial brew-
ing experience in Minnesota.  
They claim bragging rights to be-
ing the first licensed microbrew-
ery in Queens since prohibition.

Most of their brews are sold 
to nearby restaurants and water-
ing holes and in the Rockaways 
during the summer.  On Fridays, 
from 3-8 p.m., and Saturdays and 
Sundays noon-6 p.m., visitors can 
purchase growlers of beer or, for 
$6, tour the brewery and sample a 
flight of four beers.

46-01 5th St., Long Island City 
(718) 482-6528

www.rockawaybrewco.com

Big Alice Brewing
Big Alice Brewing, eponymous-

ly named for the nearby Con Ed 
plant, sets itself apart with unique 
ingredients and brewing methods. 

“If craft beer is a niche, we’re 
a niche within a niche,” Kyle 
Hurst, co-founder, said. 

Indeed, they add quirky 
ingredients to their brews like 
Buddha’s Hand, “a very fragrant 
citron fruit, from California,” or 
banana habaneros, or shiso and 
Szechuan honey.  To compound 
their unorthodoxy, they give their 
brews a final fermentation in bot-
tles with tied down corks in the 
beer equivalent of the methode 
champagnoise.  The results tend 
to yield levels of alcohol in the 9 
percent to 13 percent range.  

Big Alice’s business model 
is equally unorthodox.  Although 
visitors can stop by on Fridays 
from 5-7 p.m. to buy whatever they 
happen to have on hand for $18 for 
a 1-pint 9-ounce bottle, they mainly 
sell their product through a “CSB” 
— the beer equivalent of Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture.  For 
$200 a year, you can lay claim to 
two bottles of beer set aside for each 
member per month at the brewery.
808 43rd Road, Long Island City 
(347) 688-BEER or (347) 688-

2337
www.bigalicebrewing.com/index.

htm

Singlecut 
Beersmiths

Although not the oldest of 
Queens’ microbreweries, Singlecut 
Beersmith has the look and feel of 
the most well-established.  Perhaps 
owner Rich Buceta’s background in 
advertising taught him how to ef-
fectively market his product.  This 
Queens native opened his brewery 
in December 2012, after doing a 
stint at Greenpoint Brewery learn-
ing the craft.  Singlecut specializes 
in its own meticulously crafted ver-
sions of traditional lagers, English 
Pale Ales, and IPAs.

In addition to selling kegs to 
local brew pubs and restaurants, 
Singlecut operates a tap room, with 
a view of the whole operation.  On 
Thursdays from 4-11 p.m., Fridays 

from 4 p.m.-1 a.m., Saturdays from 
1 p.m.-1 a.m., you can order beer by 
the glass and actual food from their 
kitchen or take home a growler.  
They have frequent special events 
which range from live music to food 
pairings and mini beer classes.

19-33 37th Ave., Astoria
(718) 606-0788

www.singlecutbeer.com

Finback Brewery
Finback Brewery, which be-

gan brewing just last November, 
is one of the newest on the Queens 
scene.  College drinking buddies 
Basil Lee, who worked as an ar-
chitect, and Kevin Stafford, who 
pursued a career as a graphic art-
ist, left their day jobs to found a 
brewery with a tap room, event 
space and beer garden in a ware-
house nestled in the quiet residen-
tial neighborhood of Glendale.

Only the brewing is opera-
tional right now, but they hope to 
have the rest up and running by 
April.  Until then, you can sample 
their hoppy beers at Edison Place 
in Glendale, and the Forest Hills 

Station House.
78-01 77th Ave., Ridgewood 

(718) 628-8600
www.fi nbackbrewery.com

Bridge and Tunnel 
Brewery

Seemingly through the use 
of alchemy, Queens native Rich 
Castegna has turned a single-car 
garage into an efficient brewery 
capable of turning out 48-gal-
lon batches two or three times a 
month serving about 25 accounts.  
He built or modified all his equip-
ment himself, even using his 
neighbor’s unwanted oak floor-
ing to decoratively clad his tanks.  
He aims for a retro-quality in his 
beers, using his proprietary tech-
niques to replicate old-time beer 
flavors.  With a definite emphasis 
on dark beers, some of his signa-
ture brews include Milk and Oat-
meal Stout and Coffee Cream Ale.  

Bridge and Tunnel brewery 
is a family affair.  Castagna’s wife 
Lisa keeps the books and handles 
administrative functions.  It is 

Castagna’s dream to build the 
business so that some day he can 
pass it along to his daughters.  

61-02 60th Ave., Flushing 
(347) 392-8593

www.bridgeandtunnelbrewery.
com

And Coming Soon
Transmitter Brewing

Transmitter expects to open 
in early spring.  They will spe-
cialize in farmhouse ale made 
from wild yeast.
53- 02 11th St., Long Island City
(347) 528-0091 or (646) 378-

8529
www.transmitterbrewing.com

Queens Brewery
Although their namesake 

Lager is currently available at 
brewpubs around Queens, they 
are currently brewing in Upstate 
New York, but are looking for 
space in western Queens.

www.queensbrewery.com

something’ssomething’s
brewing brewing 

Continued from Page 35

Queens brewers include (clockwise from top l.) Rich Buceta, who opened Singlecut Beersmiths; Big Alice Brewing co-found-
er Kyle Hurst, who prepares to uncork a bottle at the Long Island City brewery; Basil Lee  and Kevin Stafford, who left their 
corporate jobs to open Finback Brewery in Glendale last fall; and Rich Castegna, who operates Bridge and Tunnel Brewery 
from his Flushing home’s garage. Photos by Andrew Parker

Want to try 
it at home?

Hydroponic Garden 
Centers

146-49 Horace Harding 
Expressway, Flushing

(718) 762-8880
www.growhome.com

A complete source for 
home brewing equipment 
and supplies.
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #83 Hard #83

W
eek 39

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports
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DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

HAPPY HOUR
Mon-Fri 11:30pm to 3:30pm Sat-Sun 12pm to 4pm

complimentary lunch during happy hour

Corned Beef & Cabbage  Buffet Drink Specials  Extra Dancers
Joins us for the best St. Patrick’s Day Party

chips.  High marks for the cole slaw and 
mushy peas as well.  The only sour note 
was the less-than-perfectly-fresh fish, with 
just a hint of ammonia.

Chicken pot pie was a sight to behold 
with its puffy puff pastry topper.  Sadly, the 
filling, while generous with the chicken, 
was intolerably bland.  Liberally sprin-
kling it with salt and pepper made it palat-
able, but only just.

Flying Pig offers a decent selection of 
desserts and after dinner drinks.  We were 
refreshed by their Roasted Blend of Ber-
ries, which included warm berries with 
blood orange sorbet and cider jelly.  The 

warm berries with the sorbet made for a 
nice contrast in temperature, and the des-
sert, overall was not cloyingly sweet.

The Bottom Line
The Flying Pig is a nice place to imbibe 

and munch while you socialize.  They have 
live music on Saturdays, and other forms 
of entertainment on other nights.  Their 
beer and whiskey lists are impressive, and 
their food appeals to a broad spectrum of 
appetites.

Suzanne Parker is the TimesLedger’s 
restaurant critic and author of “Eating Like 
Queens: A Guide to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” She can be 
reached by e-mail at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Flying Pig
Continued from Page 36

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli 

& fresh mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed 

w/ mushrooms, peas & asparagus 
in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers 

in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, 

peas & prosciutto 
in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter 

& lemon sauce)
No Substitutions or Takeouts

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

Across
1. Cobra kin
6. Lap of luxury
10. FX's The Americans topic
13. Cousin of aloha
14. Reads quickly
16. That Geller feller
17. Hate + a Jet Blue employee
19. Outlaw
20. Main course
21. With distinction
23. Be in a huff
25. Cork locale
26. 19th hole
29. Got off the bottom?
32. Mil. org. on campus
34. Like good cheese
36. Refine, as a skill
37. Marble-cake pattern
39. Weapon for Colonel Mustard
40. Capital of Syria
41. Portico for Plato
42. Mustang not yet broken
44. Key feature?
46. Poetically black
47. Nutmeg coat
48. Remove, as paint
50. Word with tail or back
51. Links hazard
53. Barbershop offering
55. Couple
58. Pants
62. ___ Lanka
63. Before + an NBC show
65. Teflon item
66. "Gedoudahere!"
67. Unadulterated
68. "OK," to Popeye
69. Rope-fiber source
70. One with a check

UP IN SMOKECROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

March 14-20, 2014

By Bill Deasy

Play on Words

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

S O D A G O D W E A V E S
A N O N O N E A D D I C E
A C U T A R T H U R A S H E
B E G A L E S E Y E O N

F L U I D P O E T
G A L O R E D A F F O D I L
I O U S A T A C O S I M A
M K T S W A L T Z S S N S
M A I G A M E S V A M O S
E Y E S O R E S A E R A T E

A D D S I C E I N
S A L V O O R T S T Y S
G R E A T L A K E S A L A I
T A N G A R E N A P E L T
S L O E S T Y E S U S E S

 
Down

1. Like a neat bed
2. City of Yemen
3. Diamond accessory?
4. One side of a turn-ofthe- 
century war
5. Stocks and bonds
6. Clairvoyant claim
7. Related (to)
8. ICBM's place
9. Act the drama queen
10. Renting option + a Beatles song
11. Implore
12. ___ and yang
15. Domestic flights?
18. Saw things?
22. Look without buying
24. They come to court
26. Pointed remark

27. Ancient Greek market
28. Essay + a glass of merlot
30. Starting point
31. Leave in the lurch
33. Emulate Crosby
35. Awakenings Oscar nominee
38. About 30% of the Earth
43. Holds tight
45. Low grade?
49. Traffic snarler
52. Veranda
54. Mediterranean island nation
55. Built-in airplane server
56. Hardly more than
57. Big cheese in Holland
59. Mayor's domain
60. "Trick" joint
61. Really dry
62. Baden-Baden is one
64. Arena blaster
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Please Call Ahead For Reservations, Folks!!!

A WIDE VARIETY OF LIVEIRISH MUSIC,IRISH STEPDANCERS,BAGPIPERS,AND MORE !

SUNDAY
MARCH 16  

and 
MONDAY 
MARCH 17

SPECIAL
ST. PADDY’S MENU

INCLUDING
TRADITIONAL 

IRISH FAVORITES  

CORNED BEEF

 ‘n’ CABBAGE, AND

SHEPHERD’S PIE

64-21 53rd Dr., (718) 672-9696
www.oneillsmaspeth.com

3:00 PM on...

SUNDAY
ALL DAY!MONDAY
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Networking Night at See.Me
Thursday, March 20th  6–8 pm

See.Me,  26-19 Jackson Avenue, LIC
Meet your business and community members over light refreshments.
Tickets are $15 for LIC Partnership members and $25 for non-members.  

To register please contact Ying Huang at
yhuang@licpartnership.org or 718-786-5300 X 21

Sponsored by: Modern Spaces | Media Sponsor: TimesLedger Newspapers

Presents

Presents founder Harry Stucke. 
A reception will follow the 
performance. 
When: Saturday, March 15, at 
7:30 pm
Where: The Church in the 
Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest 
Hills
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors, 
$10/students, Free/children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 894-2178
Website: www.musicareginae.org

Legends of Hip Hop — Naughty 
by Nature, DJ Scribble, Kurtis 
Blow, Black Sheep, DJ Kool and 
Marley Marl perform.
When: Saturday, March 15, at 9 
pm, doors at 8 pm
Where: Resorts World Casino, 
110-00 Rockaway Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $25/advance, $35/at door
Contact: (888) 888-8801
Website: www.rwnewyork.com

Alessandra Belloni and Daughters 
of Cybele — The internationally 
renowned Italian singer performs 
the pizzica tarantata, in honor of 
Women’s History Month.
When: Sunday, March 16, at 2 pm
Where: Queens Central Library, 
89-11 Merrick Blvd., Jamaica

Arts
Continued from Page 37

Cost: Free
Contact: (781) 990-0700
Website: www.queenslibrary.org

Joy Kelly and Christine 
Campbell — Families are 
invited to this concert of songs 
written, performed and inspired 
by women. This program is part 
of Women’s History Month at 
the library. 
When: Saturday, March 22, at 
1 pm
Where: Queens Central Library, 
89-11 Merrick Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (781) 990-0700
Website: www.queenslibrary.org

Cherry Poppin’ Daddies — The 
double platinum musicians 
bring their mix of swing and 
1960s Las Vegas Rat Pack 
concert to town. 
When: Saturday, March 22, at 
8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

DANCE

Take Root — This monthly 
curated series provides dance 

makers with a full evening or 
half evening pairing to perform 
their work. This month’s artists 
are Laurie Hockman and Taylor 
Donofrio.
When: Friday, March 14 and 
Saturday, March 15, at 8 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $17
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground — A new 
works showcase for 
emerging and established 
artists. This month’s lineup 
includes FREDIDANCE Project, 
MachineHistrionica, Olana 
Flynn, Thomas Tsai, Monica 
Hogan Danceworks and Dare 
Harlow with Quincie Hydock.
When: Sunday, March 16, at 7 
pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $12
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Beginner Latin Dance Classes 
— Paul Ru Bao of Farrington 
Ballroom Dance School leads 
a series of fi ve classes — Cha 
Cha, Samba, Tango, Salsa and 
Merengue — for all ages and 
experience levels.

When: Weekly classes begin 
March 6
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $10/single class with pre-
registration, $15/single class 
drop-in rate, $45/all fi ve classes
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

“The Best of Tango” — An 
evening dedicated to the sultry 
dance sets up shop for eight 
weeks in Sunnyside.
When: Through March 23, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $35/general admission, 
$32/seniors and students, $30/
Fridays only
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Art Faculty — With current 
issues as the common thread, 
this show includes works by 
Queens College studio art 
professors.
When: Through March 29, 
Monday to Thursday 11 am to 7 
pm, Saturday 11 am to 5 pm

Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: www.qcpages.qc.edu/
godwin_ternbach

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the 
Bread and Puppet Theater, has 
been chosen for the Queens 
Museum fi rst solo exhibition. 
The show consists of two large-
scale immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

2013 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
presents 15 new commissions 
that respond to the park’s 
unique waterfront, urban 
environment with conceptual 
and formal artworks that are 
visually compelling, mysterious 
and provocative. 
When:  Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Do you want the cosmetic 
version or do you want 
the real deal? Los Angeles 
Poverty Department, 1985-
2014 — LAPD, founded in 1985 
on L.A.’s Skid Row, includes 
homeless or former homeless 
people in performance art 
pieces. 
When: Through May 11
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Noguchi’s Early Drawings: 
1927-1932 — An exhibition of the 
artist’s nudes made during the 
period he was developing his 
singular style. 
When: Through May 25, 
Wednesday to Friday 10 am to 5 
pm, Saturday and Sunday 11 am 
to 6 pm
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org



TL

TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 14-20, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
43

Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521
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pealed to him.
“We lived in Woodhaven 

at the time and he wanted to do 
something that was in the neigh-
borhood,” Guidi said.

At first, Guidi said her fam-
ily never anticipated the store 
growing into a career that she 
and her children would have for 
many years to come. But as time 
went on, the Guidis and their chil-
dren came to realize they liked 
the path they had chosen.

“We were able to work to-
gether, spend time with our fam-

ily when we needed to and it was 
in the neighborhood, very close 
to where we lived,” Guidi said. “It 
worked out very well for us while 
we were raising a family because 
we could take care of the fam-
ily and the business at the same 
time.”

In 1991, Innovation left Ja-
maica Avenue and moved to the 
building on Liberty Avenue that 
the Guidis purchased in order to 
have more space for their grow-
ing business, including a fully 
furnished basement.

Three years later, the busi-
ness changed its name to Innova-
tion Printing and Promotions and 
transitioned from selling office 
products to producing custom-
printed and embroidered items, 
which Guidi said was due mostly 
to large chain stores such as Sta-
ples and Office Max popping up 
throughout the city.

Despite changing the scope 
of the business, Guidi said In-
novation continued to do well. 
In 1994, her son Enzo joined the 
business and still works with her 

today as a graphic artist, design-
ing and printing many of the art 
that goes onto the products they 
custom-make for customers.

“He was only 6 when the busi-
ness was started and he loved it 
from the start,” Guidi said of her 
son Enzo. “If it weren’t for him, I 
probably wouldn’t be able to do as 
much as we do.”

In 2008, Guidi’s husband 
died, but she said selling the busi-
ness never crossed her mind. She 
and Enzo still continue to run the 
store because they love the work 
and enjoy the day-to-day activi-
ties that change with every job 
they receive.

“It’s the diversity of the ev-
eryday action that keeps me busy 
and interested,” Enzo said. “Ev-
erything is always changing.”

As Guidi celebrates a mile-
stone she said she never thought 
the business would reach, she 
said she is looking forward to 
continuing to work with her son 
and celebrate the company her 
husband ambitiously started 30 
years ago.

Even as the printing indus-
try continues to evolve, Guidi 
said she still plans to stay true to 
the fact that her business is, and 
always will be, a true family-run 
operation.

“I can’t believe it’s been 30 
years already,” she said. “It’s 
amazing.”

Three decades after it was 
first opened, Innovation Printing 
and Promotions is still sticking to 
its origins as a successful, family-
run business.

Palma Guidi, owner of the 
Ozone Park store, at 107-27 Lib-
erty Ave., is celebrating the 30th 
anniversary of her company this 
year, and while many things 
about the business have changed 
over time, one aspect has re-
mained constant. She and her son 
Enzo still love running the busi-
ness together.

What started out as an of-
fice supply store, specializing in 
the one-write check system that 
became popular in the 1980s, 
has evolved into one of the area’s 
go-to businesses for any kind of 
printing, including T-shirts, ban-
ners and promotional items such 
as pins.

Guidi’s husband, Enzo, 
opened the original storefront, 
then called Innovation Office 
Products, on Jamaica Avenue in 
1984 after leaving his career in 
sales in favor of finding a career 
that would allow him to spend 
more time with his family.

She said her husband would 
travel a lot and often was not 
able to be home with their three 
young children for several days at 
a time, and the idea of running a 
business close to home greatly ap-

Ozone Pk. shop celebrates another milestone



TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 14-20, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
45

TL

Jerry Iannece, the out-
going chairman of Commu-
nity Board 11, said he has 
been arguing that point 
for the last decade. “We are 

getting shortchanged by 
the city budget and while 
I commend the borough 
president and her staff for 
their presentation, we must 
make a stronger case on dis-
parity,” Iannece said. “We 
generate such a big chunk 
of money to the city coffers 
with real estate taxes and 

all the airport revenue, we 
need to get more back.”

Katz broke with tradi-
tion by not listing her prior-
ity funding choices but said 
she will announce that in 
two weeks. The budget will 
be submitted to the city of-
ficially March 24.

crowd and Rodriguez is ex-
pecting a bigger crowd for 
this Saturday’s Van Morri-
son show as a tie-in with St. 
Patrick’s Day.

Meagan Kovatch, 
manager at Square Wines 
& Spirits, at 24-20 Jackson 
Ave., said, “MoMA PS1 had 

an opening for their art 
week this weekend, so that 
lessened the blow, but I’m 
worried about future week-
ends.”

One restaurant did 
better because of the sus-
pended service, OpenDoor, 
at 10-09 Jackson Ave.

Owner Nick Guitart 
said, “We had our best 
weekend in six months.”

He explained that LIC 
residents don’t normally 

dine locally, preferring 
Manhattan restaurants 
near their workplaces.

“Some of the folks that 
never go out here had no 
choice but to try out the 
local restaurants because 
they couldn’t get to Man-
hattan,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

function as flood paths.
The state Department 

of Environmental Conser-
vation has received $50 
million in federal funding 
to landscape the southern 
part of Spring Creek Park 
into a storm barrier.

North of the Belt Park-
way, the city Parks Depart-
ment has applied for a $50 
million grant from the U.S. 
Interior Department to per-
form similar work.

Jost said government 
agencies quickly backed 
the Spring Creek projects 
because the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers had 
been studying that area for 
years.

Because there has 
been little analysis of the 
basins, Jost said the com-
mittee considered directing 
$2.5 million toward a study 
of how beneficial adding 
tide gates to the waterways 
would be and the feasibility 
of building a berm along 
Charles Memorial Park. 
The group proposed put-
ting money into elevating 
the parkland, which rests 

between the two basins, as 
a way to generate more sup-
port from the government.

John Calcagnile, co-
chairman of the commit-
tee, said he was initially 
skeptical of “soft” propos-
als to mitigate flooding by 
altering the landscape by 
piling up dirt and adding 
plants. He came to embrace 
the Spring Creek work as a 
potential catalyst for tide 
gates.

“I’ve experienced ev-
erything from a moon tide 

to a nor’easter to Irene 
to Sandy, with 7 feet of wa-
ter in my basement. So 
my immediate focus has 
been from Day 1 hard pro-
tection,” Calcagnile said. 
“If you look at what’s hap-
pening now, we never re-
ally had this focus on our 
area.”

Beyond mitigation 
work, Matheny said the 
committee had studied 
spending $2.5 million to 
$3 million outfitting the 
Catholic Charities’ senior 
center gym, at 155-55 Cross 
Bay Blvd., with flood pre-
vention technology and 
transforming it into a relief 
hub.

The committee also 
explored funding a busi-
ness resiliency program to 
assist entrepreneurs with 
navigating flood insur-
ance, applying for govern-
ment aid and offering small 
amounts of money to fund 
mitigation work.

Matheny said there 
was not enough money to fi-
nance a similar program for 
homeowners, but the com-
mittee proposed counsel-
ing, auditing and education 
services designed to help 
residents assess whether it 
would be most economical 
to pay higher insurance 
rates or take various steps 
to protect their homes.

While studying the 
proposals, Dolores Bevil-
acqua said she wanted to 
avoid work on localized 
initiatives, such as improv-
ing the storm drains in the 
Coleman Square section of 
the neighborhood.

“We all shared the pain 
of what happened two years 
in a row,” she said. “This 
should benefit everyone.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 4 

NY Rising

Continued from Page 16 

LIC

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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like Avella, and the eastern 

Queens source suggested 
Najmi may be looking to 
make a name for himself 
should he choose to try a 
more reasonable challenge 
further down the line.

“If he runs against 
Tony, he’d be doing it to 
make a statement,” the 
source said. “I wouldn’t be 
surprised if this was just an 
attention-seeking move.”

Najmi
Continued from Page 32 

Board
Continued from Page 4 
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Gillibrand in attendance 
added to the excitement of 
the event. In the near fu-
ture, I look forward to hav-
ing the opportunity to host 
a women’s empowerment 
brunch on a consistent ba-
sis, featuring guest speak-
ers in leadership that can 

contribute to the women’s 
issues discussion.”

As part of her remarks, 
Gillibrand addressed Fer-
reras and her newfound 
power as the City Coun-
cil’s Chairwoman of the 
Finance Committee. “A lot 
of the issues involving the 
economy and small busi-
nesses will go through your 
committee,” she said.

Continued from Page 18 

Gillibrand

and illegal intervention,” 
Maloney said.

She said the govern-
ment needs emergency aid 
because billions of dollars 
were moved to offshore 
accounts and Russia is 
threatening to shut off de-
liveries of natural gas if 
state-owned Gazprom is 
not paid the nearly $2 bil-
lion Ukraine owes.

Astoria’s Adrian 
Dlaboha, the UCCA’s ex-
ternal affairs officer, said, 
“Any help that would build 
basic economic infrastruc-
ture is wanted and needed 
to stabilize the nation. I 
don’t know how they’ll solve 
this economic crisis, but at 
least they’re talking.”

The escalating crisis 
began with a freedom move-
ment that started in the 
capitol of Kiev and spread 
nationwide, leading to a vi-
olent crackdown. President 
Viktor Yanukovych fled 
Ukraine Feb. 22.

A new caretaker gov-
ernment led by Alexander 
Turchnyov was in office 

less than two weeks when 
thousands of Russian 
troops entered the Crimean 
Peninsula and surrounded 
military installations and 
government buildings last 
weekend.

The number of Russian 
troops in Crimea had risen 
to 30,000 by Saturday morn-
ing, with fears that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
will annex the region, ac-
cording to Maloney.

New York City is home 
to 200,000 Ukrainians with 
significant populations in 
all three of the boroughs 
Maloney represents, spe-
cifically in Astoria, Man-
hattan’s Lower East Side 
and in northwest Brooklyn. 
Many of her constituents 

were in attendance and sev-
eral spoke.

Dlaboha said, “Ukrai-
nians have been fighting 
a centuries-long battle for 
freedom beginning with 
the Cossacks. We’ve been 
in the hunt for democracy 
with dissidents killed at 
every step of the way. All 
the momentum we’ve built 
over the last three months 
can be derailed by passiv-
ity from the West. I fear we 
might see a screeching U-
turn of history.”

Sunday may be a pivot-
al day in Ukraine’s history 
because Crimea will hold 
a referendum, choosing to 
stay as part of Ukraine or 
join Russia.

“No country in the 

world will recognize 
Crimea as a part of Rus-
sia,” Dlaboha said. “It’s 
unconstitutional and ille-
gitimate. These armed and 
masked men will be on the 
streets and it will discour-
age Crimeans from voicing 
their real opinions. It’s just 
not a safe place to express 
your views right now.”

Walter Danyliviv, of 
Maspeth, is a third-gener-
ation Ukrainian American 
whose grandfather was 
born in the United States 
July 4 during World War 
II while most of his family 
perished in the Gulags. He 
appreciated Maloney’s ef-
fort Saturday.

“I think this meeting 
demonstrated that a large 
segment of the population 
supports President Obama 
and Secretary of State John 
Kerry’s policy because 
Ukraine needs help. We 
can’t do it on our own,” he 
said.

Maloney vowed to con-
tinue outreach with New 
York’s Ukrainian com-
munity, saying, “We stand 
with Ukraine, we stand 
against the invaders.”

Continued from Page 5 
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ness, said he was pleased 
to receive such widespread 
support.

The incoming chair-
man said he did not have 
plans to focus on specific 
issues, proposals or topics.

“For me, the whole 
goal of all of this is going to 
be brought by the members 
and what they focus on,” 
Gonzalez said. “Every com-
mittee has its focus.”

The board elected Raj 
Rampershad, of Richmond 
Hill, first vice chairman; 
J. Richard Smith, of Wood-

haven, second vice chair-
man; and Marie Turley, of 
Kew Gardens, executive 
secretary.

Come April, CB 9’s 
makeup will be further al-
tered by the resignation of 
longtime member Anton 
Dietrich, of Richmond Hill.

Coccovillo proposed 
making Dietrich a CB 9 
member emeritus to a 
round of applause.

“I say that we should 
accept Anton Dietrich as 
a member of CB 9 forever 
and ever,” Coccovillo said. 
“Anytime Anton walks 
through the door at our 
board meetings, he’s got a 
chair next to me.”

CB 9
Continued from Page 23 

Astoria resident Adrian Dlahoha speaks of the ongoing crisis 
in the Ukraine as external affairs officer of the UCCA. 

Photo by Bill Parry



BT

47

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Francis Lewis ended a 

piece of basketball history 
in the semifinals before 
making some of its own in 
the title game.

The third-seeded Pa-
triots beat No. 1 South 
Shore 65-58 for the school’s 
first PSAL Class AA girls’ 
basketball championship 
since 1979 at the Barclays 
Center Saturday. Francis 
Lewis got there by end-
ing Murry Bergtraum’s 
15-year title run atop the 
league. The accomplish-
ment was still setting in 
for Patriots.

“It’s a pretty great 
feeling knowing that we 
made it this far,” sopho-
more guard Sierra Green 
said. “This was our goal at 
the beginning of the year 
and we succeeded.”

Green scored 14 of her 
game-high 21 points in the 
first half and connected on 
six three-pointers. Her late 
trey helped give Lewis a 27-
18 lead at the half. It came 
with center Chelsea Robin-
son, the team’s lone senior, 
on the bench because of foul 
trouble and the Patriots us-
ing its smaller lineup.

Sophomore Chi La 
Bady scored 11 of her 19 

points in the second half 
and grabbed nine re-
bounds in the game. The 
Vikings (16-8) got as close 
as 57-51 with 46.3 seconds 
left. Bady then scored four 
of Lewis’ next seven points 
and knew she had to con-
tinue being aggressive.

“Just because we had 
the lead that we did, we 
couldn’t take it easy,” Bady 
said. “We had to keep com-
ing at them.”

One thing that hasn’t 
left Lewis is the specula-
tion about the validity of 
Robinson’s eligibility af-
ter the Taft School (Conn.) 
transfer was cleared to 
play by the PSAL before 
the playoffs after taking 
the court for Taft this 
season, which is against a 
league rule.

She scored six points, 
including a layup that put 
Lewis (21-3) up 57-49 with 
55 seconds left, and com-
mitted four fouls. Robin-
son said she hasn’t let the 
negative attention distract 
her.

“It always affects you 
somehow,” Robinson said. 
“You see it. You hear it. 
You read it online, but that 
just fuels me more to do 
what I have to do.”

Sports

Continued on Page 49
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Francis Lewis celebrates on the court after defeating South 
Shore. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Rashond Salnave knew 

he couldn’t miss.
And Cardozo Coach 

Ron Naclerio couldn’t even 
watch as the star sopho-
more guard stepped to the 
free throw line with 
a chance to give the 
Judges their first 
city title since 1999.

It was a situ-
ation Salnave said he 
dreamed about, and living 
the moment was surreal. 
Cardozo was down a point 
with 2.5 seconds left. The 
fate of Salnave’s team and 
his eccentric coach’s sanity 
were in his hands.

“I was nervous, too, 
but I’ve been in those situa-
tions before,” Salnave said. 
“It’s just the situations that 
were before weren’t as big 
as this one. Some people 
say I’m only a sophomore 

and it’s a big feeling, but I 
knew what I had to do.”

He made both shots, 
taking a long walk off the 
line in between free throws 
and watching the second 
hit off the rim and bounce 
in. Naclerio didn’t see ei-

ther one, 
but listened 
to the roar 
of the Car-
dozo crowd.

Naclerio turned back 
to the game to watch as 
Thomas Jefferson’s desper-
ation heave went wide, and 
the third-seeded Judges 
celebrated a 55-54 victory 
in PSAL Class AA boys’ 
basketball championship 
game at the Barclays Cen-
ter Saturday. Naclerio’s 
eyes immediately welled up 
with tears after four years 
of playoff heartbreaks.

“It felt like yesterday 
was 1999 when I had this 

feeling,” he said.
Earlier in the after-

noon, Cardozo (27-2) ap-
peared to be headed for 
another tough-to-swallow 
defeat. A layup by Patrick 
Brown put Jefferson (21-10) 
up 54-49 with 1:30 left in 
the game. Salnave, consid-
ered the city’s next great 
guard, answered with a 
bucket and Marzuq Jimoh 
(11 points) came up with a 
steal that led to a dunk by 
Francisco Williams, who 
had 21 points. The Judges 
were down just 54-53 with 
37 seconds left.

Jimoh stole another 
ball, missed a layup and 
Elijah McNeely couldn’t 
convert a putback. Jef-
ferson sophomore Shamo-
rie Ponds was fouled, but 
missed the front end of a 
1-and-1 with 11.3 to go. Sal-
nave (16 points) drove right 
to the basket, was fouled 

and made his two shots 
from the line.

“I knew he would make 
the free throws,” Williams 
said.

Cardozo, which lost 
to Construction in the 
borough final, regrouped 
to became the first non-
Brooklyn school to beat 
Brooklyn teams in every 
round of this year’s play-
offs. The Judges topped 
Boys & Girls, South Shore, 
Brooklyn Collegiate and 
finally Jefferson. Brooklyn 
Collegiate and Jefferson 
had previously knocked off 
No. 2 Wings and No. 1 Lin-
coln. Ponds led Jefferson 
with 16 points and Brown 
had 15. The Orange Wave 
erased a seven-point half-
time deficit and took a 37-35 
lead into the fourth before 
seeing it slip away.

“I didn’t think [the 

Cardozo players celebrate their victory in the PSAL championship at the Barclays Center. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Lewis beats Vikings 
to win PSAL crown

Judges party like it’s 1999
Cardozo scores fi rst city title in 15 years with victory over Jefferson

Related column
PAGE 52
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Bob Mackey exited the 

locker room with his collar 
open and a look of exhaus-
tion on his face. The Christ 
the King girls’ basketball 
coach and his team had no 
answer for Nazareth star 
guard Bianca Cuevas in a 
battle of the McDonald’s 
All-Americans between 
Cuevas and the Royals’ Si-
erra Calhoun.

Cuevas scored a ca-
reer-high 50 points to end 
Christ the King’s season 
with an 85-82 loss in the 
CHSAA Class AA semifi-
nals at Holy Trinity last 
Friday night. It was the 
Royals’ first loss since the 
Nike Tournament of Cham-
pions in December. Cal-
houn dropped in 36 points, 
but Cuevas was better on 
this night than whatever 

CK did to stop her.
“Kitchen sink?” 

Mackey said of what he 
could have done differently 
against Cuevas. “Not re-
ally. I think we could have 
probably doubled the whole 
game and left somebody 
else open and see what they 
could do, but that’s not the 
way you play the game.”

Cuevas, who had 24 

points at the half, scored 15 
in the fourth quarter. Her 
three-point play with 1:24 
remaining put Nazareth, 
which trailed most of the 
game, up for good at 83-82.

“I told them to stop 
calling plays because [the 
Royals] couldn’t guard me,” 
Cuevas said.

Christ the King, which 
led by as much as 12 in the 
third quarter, had oppor-
tunities to win the game. 
Calhoun, who scored five 
straight points to give the 
Royals a 78-75 lead with 3:16 
left in the game, tried to put 
her team up for good. She 
drove to the basket, but was 
met by two Nazareth de-
fenders in the paint. There 
was no foul called on the 
play.

Cuevas made one-of-
two free throws down the 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Rawle Alkins deliv-

ered on the hype and his 
guarantee to bring Christ 
the King yet another city 
championship.

The star sophomore 
thought he hadn’t been ag-
gressive enough all season 
and had under-performed 
compared to the lofty ex-
pectations set for him this 
year after helping CK win 
the state Federation title 
last season.

Alkins made good on 
all of it to lead the Royals 
past rival Bishop Loughlin 
by a score of 72-61 in the 
CHSAA Class AA intersec-
tional boys’ basketball title 
game Sunday at Fordham 
University. Christ the King 
is now scheduled to face 
Cardozo at 8:30 p.m. March 
21 in the state Federation 
semifinals in Albany.

Alkins scored 24 
points. He tallied five 
straight points, including 

a momentum-changing 
three-pointer with 2:32 to 
go in the game. He also con-
tained Lions star Khadeen 
Carrington defensively.

“I wanted the old me 
to come back,” Alkins said. 
“The old me came back to-
day.”

So did a familiar feel-
ing for Christ the King. The 
title is its fourth in the last 
five years and the second 
straight. It beat Loughlin 
for three of those crowns. 
No school has won four of 
five since St. Francis Prep 
took home the titles in 
1953-57. Royals Coach Joe 
Arbitello moves into a tie 
for fifth place with Gary 
DeCesare of St. Raymond 
and former CK Coach Bob 
Oliva for most career titles 
in the CHSAA.

Arbitello, who gave 
credit to assistants Artie 
Cox and Greg Lemko, en-
joyed this win as much as 
the others, but took pride in 
the fact the Royals weren’t 

considered the favorites. 
Christ the King avenged 
a lopsided regular season 
loss to Cardinal Hayes by 
topping them in the semifi-
nals and one upped Lough-
lin (23-6) after the Lions 
shellacked the Royals in 
the Brooklyn/Queens title 
game.

“I just thought we were 
the underdog,” Arbitello 
said. “That’s what made it 

special.”
He watched his team 

go on a 17-3 run to close the 
game and hold Loughlin 
without a field goal over 
the final 4:29. The Lions, 
who shot just 14.3 percent 
from three, missed three 
layups down the stretch. 
Christ the King (23-6) made 
its free throws to seal it. 
Alkins held the Seton Hall-
bound Carrington, who 

had 40 points in the dioc-
esan final, to just 21. Mike 
Williams, who is headed to 
Rutgers, had 15 and Travis 
Atson held Javian Delacruz 
to just eight points.

“That is the main thing 
in the game and we did it,” 
Atson said of his team’s de-
fensive effort.

He was named the 
tournament most valu-
able player after scoring 

21 points and grabbing 10 
rebounds. Adonis Dela-
rosa added 10 points and 15 
boards and Andre Walker 
had 13 points, eight rounds 
and six assists. It was 
Alkins who took his game 
to another level when it 
mattered most. His three-
pointer came right after 
Carrington misfired from 
deep.

“I think that won it,” 
Arbitello said.

Delarosa said the play-
ers gave Alkins, who also 
predicted CK’s regular sea-
son win over Loughlin, the 
OK to guarantee victory, 
much to the displeasure of 
Arbitello. The Royals had 
wanted to continue their 
dominance over Loughlin 
in the big game.

“They got us twice 
this season,” Delarosa said. 
“Last year we got them 
four times, but we got them 
when it counted.”

Ron Naclerio wept 
uncontrollably at the final 
horn of Benjamin Cardozo’s 
first PSAL city champion-
ship since 1999.

They were tears of joy 
and a release of all the nega-
tive emotions that had near-
ly consumed the legend-
ary boys’ basketball coach 
since a blown 10-point half-
time lead to Boys & Girls in 
the 2010 final.

“For a high school 
coach, this is the greatest 
feeling in the world,” Na-
clerio said.

His players promised 
him this moment and to 

give him at least one title 
to ease his pain. Senior 
center Francisco Williams 
told the meticulous and 
eccentric headman  as a 
freshman that the Judges 
would take home a crown, 
and star sophomore guard 
Rashond Salnave had a 
similar message just before 
the championship game. 
Naclerio brushed off their 
predictions.

“I know how hard it 
is,” he said.

An emotionally spent 
Naclerio reminded every-
one of the difficulty in his 
post-game press conference 
with an opening statement 
that lasted nine minutes. 
In 2010, it was a five-point 
loss to the Kangaroos. A 
year later, his team missed 
nine of 11 foul shots in the 
last two minutes of a quar-
terfinal loss to Abraham 
Lincoln. Star forward Jer-
maine Lawrence, who Na-
clerio “loved like a son,” 
unexpectedly transferred 
from Cardozo in 2012. It’s 
something Naclerio still 
isn’t fully over.

“The team thought I 
was going to quit,” he said.

Last season he wasn’t 
on the sidelines for Car-
dozo’s overtime loss to 
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Block Shots

Cardozo coach fi nds redemption 
in Judges’ victory at PSAL fi nal

Christ the King crowned CHSAA champs
Royals defeat Bishop Loughlin for fourth victory in fi ve years and prepare for state tournament

Christ the King’s Adonis Delarosa (front r.) and his teammates celebrate after winning the CHSAA 
championship. Photo by Robert Cole

Cardozo Coach Ron Naclerio is 
overcome with emotion after 
the Judges beat Jefferson. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Nazareth’s Cuevas scores 50 
to end CK’s season in semis

Christ the King’s Kollyns 
Scarbrough (c.) grabs for the 
ball between Nazareth defend-
ers. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 49 Continued on Page 49
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Judges] could beat four 
Brooklyn teams in a row,” 
Jefferson Coach Lawrence 
“Bud” Pollard said. “They 
deserve it.”

Cardozo advances to 

play CHSAA champion 
Christ the King in the state 
Federation semifinals at 
8:30 p.m. March 21 at the 
Times Union Center in Al-
bany. The Judges said they 
were going to enjoy the city 
title with a meal and some 
video games before then re-
turning to business.

“We are going to be up 
all night,” Williams said. 
“We will probably go to 
Marzuq’s house or Ray’s 
house. We are going to stay 
up all night, probably play 
2K [games] and go to Hoot-
ers.”

Tsai understands 
people want to know what 
the circumstances were 
that persuaded the PSAL to 
clear Robinson, but thinks 
honoring the family’s wish 
for privacy is the right 
thing. He said her case was 
fully investigated.

“I think there is a little 
bit of lack of trust that goes 

around with the PSAL,” 
Tsai said. “I think that is 
probably the biggest issue.”

He watched his team 
overcome the issue of South 
Shore’s size advantage and 
rebounding dominance by 
shooting 30 of 44 at the free 
throw line and turning 19 
Viking turnovers into 21 
points. Maryland-bound 
junior Brianna Fraser led 
South Shore with 26 points 
and 15 rebounds. Emmeri 
Archer had 11 points and 
Ashley McDonald put up 

10.
The Patriots advance 

to the state Federation 
championships in Albany, 
where they will face Long 
Island Lutheran in the 
semifinals at 5 p.m. March 
21 at the Times Union Cen-
ter. Until then, they plan to 
enjoy being city champi-
ons.

“I wouldn’t want to 
go through what we went 
through with anybody 
else,” Bady said. “Our team 
really sticks together.”

Continued from Page 47 

Cardozo

Lewis
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Archbishop Molloy 

was faced with an uphill 
battle it could not win de-
spite a strong second half.

The Stanners’ season 
ended with a 61-47 loss to 
host and eventual cham-
pion St. Anthony’s in the 
CHSAA Class AA girls’ 
basketball state semifinals 
March 5.

Molloy trailed 13-4 af-
ter the first quarter with 
forward Aryn McClure in 
foul trouble, and the Stan-
ners only got as close as 11 
points in the fourth. The 
junior scored 16 points and 
Manhattan-bound guard 

Nyasha Irizarry added 15.
“We came close and we 

just couldn’t get over the 
hump,” McClure said.

The Stanners bench 
tried to get them back into 
the game during the sec-
ond quarter after the slow 
start. Molloy Coach Scott 
Lagas said the team had 
a bad practice prior to the 
contest.

He hoped to ignite a 
spark by having just one 
starter — Irizarry — on the 
floor, for much of the sec-
ond quarter. An Irizarry 
trey pulled Molloy to 19-12 
with 5:20 remaining in the 
frame after Nicole Tetta 
and Taylor Kurs brought 

energy to the court. Turn-
overs allowed St. Anthony’s 
to capitalize on fast breaks. 

It used its size advantage 
with McClure on the bench 
to take a 35-16 lead into the 
half.

“She’s our big [pres-
ence] and she is our athletic 
player, too,” Irizarry said 
of McClure. “It was really 
hard to guard when she got 
into foul trouble.”

Molloy came out of 
the locker with a renewed 
energy, and with McClure 
back on the floor the Stan-
ners were better able to 
compete with St. Anthony’s 
inside. The Stanners (13-13) 
closed the gap to 39-27 with 
4:00 left in the third after 
Irizarry hit a three-pointer 
and then fed McMahon for 

a layup.
McClure missed two 

free throws that would 
have brought Molloy closer. 
They got within 12 again on 
a McClure jumper with 1:12 
remaining in the frame, but 
Gabriella Gangone could 
not convert two foul shots.

“It’s been our Achil-
les heel,” Lagas said of his 
team’s free throw shooting. 
“We shot in the 60s for the 
season.”

The Stanners still 
trailed just 43-31 after 
three quarters, but Molloy 
never got closer than 55-
44 with 1:44 remaining in 
the game. Chastity Taylor 
led St. Anthony’s with 22 

points. Charise Wilson had 
14 and Kalifa Davy added 
seven.

Molloy beat the Fri-
ars the last two years in 
the state playoffs, but this 
wasn’t the same Stanners 
team. It began the year 
with eight new varsity 
players and ended placing 
third in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens during the regular 
season, reaching the dioc-
esan championship game 
and competing in the Class 
AA playoffs.

“I want them to know 
that they can play with any-
body,” Lagas said, looking 
ahead to next season. “Now 
they have the experience.”

Stanners fall to St. Anthony’s in state playoffs

Molloy’s Nyasha Irizarry sets 
up for a three-point shot. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

other end with eight sec-
onds left to put Nazareth up 
84-82. Kollyns Scarbrough 
had her shot blocked by 
Yazmine Belk on the Roy-
als’ last significant posses-
sion.

“I thought we got a 
couple of good looks down 
the stretch,” Mackey said. 
“We really did. I thought Si-
erra got killed on that one 
play, but hey, that’s the way 
it goes.”

Calhoun connected 
on six three-pointers in 
the game and was sensa-
tional in the first half. She 
matched Cuevas nearly shot 

for shot before the break. 
Nazareth then mixed up its 
defense and pressured the 
ball out of Calhoun’s hands. 
Mackey said he wanted to 
get the Duke-bound  wing 
the ball, but her teammates 
weren’t patient enough to 
let her get open.

“They changed their 
defense,” Calhoun said. 
“They went to a box-and-
one and a triangle-and-two. 
They were just face guard-
ing me the whole time. I 
don’t think we adjusted 
well as a team and tried to 
get me the ball.”

Scarbrough, who 
was in early foul trouble, 
scored 13 points for Christ 
the King, which won both 
regular season meetings 

between the two teams and 
the diocesan title. Sydney 
Zambrotta added 12 points. 
Jen Fay, who is headed 
to Quinnipiac, scored 15 
points and the VCU-bound 
Belk tallied seven points 
for Nazareth.

Mackey described the 
locker room filled with 
eight seniors after the game 
as “not fun.” The group 
helped bring two diocesan 
crowns to Middle Village. 
They put together their 
finest season of their high 
school careers this year, 
but fell short of booking a 
trip to the state Federation 
tournament.

“It was a hard loss,” 
Calhoun said. “A tough 
loss.”

Continued from Page 48 
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Jefferson in the quarterfi-
nals after being suspended 
for throwing the Queens 
borough championship 
runner-up plaque. He ques-
tioned if the Judges could 
win this year with No. 2 
Wings and No. 1 Lincoln 
ready to stand in their way 
before other teams knocked 
the Brooklyn powerhouses 
out of the way. His players 
did the rest.

“Have I slipped as a 
coach?” Naclerio said. “I 
don’t think I’ve slipped, 
I just can’t do it as much. 
It was getting to the point 

where they brought me out 
of it.”

Salnave scored 16 
points and made two free 
throws with 2.8 seconds 
left in the final to deliver 
the crown. Williams had 
a game-high 21 points and 
Marzuq Jimoh added 11 
and a key steal late. The 
Judges weren’t going to be 
denied, and Naclerio’s reac-
tion made it even sweeter.

“To get him a city 
championship is like, ‘We 
did it. We did it for you.’ 
This is his first one in 15 
years,” Jimoh said. “No-
body thought we could do it 
and we did it.”

Naclerio couldn’t 
watch the game-clinching 

free throws, but he soaked 
in all of the post-game cele-
bration. He arrived the next 
day at Fordham University 
to scout Bishop Loughlin 
and Christ the King with 
a smile on his face as ev-
eryone he knew congratu-
lated him. The Judges face 
the Royals in Albany next 
week.

Win or lose it won’t 
change his feelings and the 
rejuvenation he has under-
gone.

“I’m going to do every-
thing I can, but it’s going to 
end,” Naclerio said of the 
basketball season. “But 
the memories and the love 
I have for these kids will 
never end.”

Continued from Page 48 
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also hopes to get additional 
funds through a lawsuit it 
filed Feb. 4 against the city 
and developers, Sterling 
Equities and Related Cos., 
challenging the whole $3 

billion development and 
contending the city’s relo-
cation effort was ineffec-
tive.

It also argued the proj-
ect’s proposed megamall 
would need approval by the 
state Legislature because it 
was built on land designat-
ed as parkland and that the 

developers never should 
have been awarded $42.6 
million in tax incentives by 
the city.

The lawsuit is still 
pending, but the two sides 
may be close to a settle-
ment, De Barbieri said.

29 in southeast Queens, 
echoed support for “the 
only plan” that fully funds 
the two initiatives.

In the Senate, however, 
things were less clear. The 
upper chamber did not vote 
on a preliminary budget 
Wednesday and the leader-

ship has been split on the 
issue.

Assembly Speaker 
Dean Skelos (R-Rockville 
Centre) has said he is op-
posed to a tax hike and Sen. 
Jeffrey Klein (D-Bronx), 
who chairs the Independent 
Democratic Conference, 
has come out in support of 
de Blasio’s plan.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who recently 
joined the IDC, said he 

thinks the governor and 
both houses of the Legisla-
ture will work out a deal.

“At the end of the day 
I think there will be a com-
promise,” he said. “Every-
body supports universal 
pre-K. The issue is how it 
should be funded.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

ter way.”
Wolkoff thought the 

banner’s message was a 
positive one.

“I don’t take it as a 
negative because it’s true 
— gentrification is in prog-
ress,” he said. “I’m going to 
change the whole neighbor-
hood and make it great.”

He said the new popu-
lation that moves into the 
two high-rise towers he will 
build will transform the 
area and make the neigh-
borhood businesses thrive. 
But first he has to tear 
down the building, at 22-44 
Jackson Ave., which was 
known around the world as 
5Pointz, the graffiti mecca, 
for the last 20 years.

An asbestos abatement 
project inside the block-long 
complex is nearly finished 
and, contrary to rumor, 
Wolkoff said it was being 
done by union workers.

“There are two differ-
ent unions. I chose one and 
the other one is upset about 
it,” Wolkoff said.

He went with Local 

12A instead of Local 78 and 
Wolkoff believes that is 
where the rumor started.

Local 12A President 
Jaime Soto said, “Yeah, it’s 
them because they’re not 
on the job. I’d be saying the 
same thing if Wolkoff was 
using Local 78.”

Several calls to Local 
78 were not returned.

Wolkoff said the as-
bestos abatement should 
be finished in two weeks 
and then he can apply for 
the demolition permit so he 
can tear down the building, 
making way for the 1,049-
unit residential towers.

“We’re not stopping. 
I can’t wait to get into the 
ground and get these build-
ings started,” Wolkoff said.

Wolkoff got the green 
light from a Brooklyn fed-
eral judge in November and 
then enraged the artists 
community by whitewash-
ing the 350 graffiti murals 
under the cover of dark-
ness. The last of the artists, 
Meres One, closed his office 
and left when his lease ex-
pired Dec. 1.

But still the tourists 
come. On Friday, New Zea-
lander Lee Farrell climbed 
down from the roof on a 

rusted fire escape.
“Any idea how to get 

into the building, mate?” 
he asked.

The 29-year-old back-
packer had just flown in 
from Berlin, where the 
street-art scene is still 
thriving.

“They all talked about 
5Pointz, so I had to see it. I 
had no idea the graffiti was 
covered over and the build-
ing is coming down,” Far-
rell said. “At least I had a 
great view of the city from 
the roof.”

When told of the visi-
tor, Wolkoff said, “Maybe I 
better take down those fire 
escapes before someone 
gets hurt.”

He added that he has 
people keeping an eye on 
the complex, but he does 
not have security guards 
on-site.

“I have it fenced off 
and locked up,” he said. “I 
don’t need security because 
there’s nothing in there. 
What are they going to 
steal, a doorknob?”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538. 

paign, saying, “It’s impor-
tant because his neighbors 
should know that this guy 
is living here. It’s shocking 
to know that he’s living in a 
neighborhood known for its 
tolerance.”

Dromm added that he 
has protested with Yeshiva 
students at the house in the 
past.

“They’ve always been 

very balanced protests, 
never any talk of vigilan-
tism, so no, I don’t fear 
that in Jackson Heights,” 
Dromm said.

Hikind’s ads are ap-
pearing in Jewish newspa-
pers and he wanted them in 
bus stops and subway sta-
tions to raise awareness.

“We’re still waiting to 
hear back from the Transit 
Authority,” he said.

The Simon Weisenthal 
Center estimates that of 
the 3,000 to 5,000 Nazi war 

criminals who came to the 
United States, about 10 per-
cent are still alive.

“That’s an insult to de-
cency and an affront to jus-
tice,” Hikind said. “Worst 
of all, it’s a vile slur to the 
innocent souls of the men, 
women and children that 
were murdered by the Na-
zis.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

and a new public school at 
Long Island City HS — and 
allowed the remainder to 
move forward, a move that 
seemed to draw criticism 
from all quarters.

City Councilman 
Daneek Miller’s (D-St. Al-
bans) district covers IS 59 
in Springfield Gardens, 
where the city is allowing a 
proposed Success Academy 
school to go forward, and 
the Campus Magnet Com-
plex in Cambria Heights 
where a new career and 
technical school is slated to 
open in the fall.

He wrote a letter to 
the mayor and city Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Farina 
expressing his displeasure 
at the city’s decision to al-
low the co-location to pro-
ceed.

“With specific regard 
to the issue of charter 
schools, the lack of educa-
tional access for high-risk 
and disabled students, the 
marginalization of parents, 
and the lack of security 
provided to teachers are 
alarming,” he wrote. “In 
particular respect to co-
locations, these arrange-
ments force students from 
different schools to share 

overworked facilities, pit 
students in ‘turf war’ ri-
valries against each other, 
and have failed to improve 
individualized classroom 
instruction.

De Blasio’s move pro-
moted Public Advocate 
Tish James to proceed with 
a lawsuit she filed last year 
moving to block all 49 co-
locations.

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica), one 
of the lawsuit’s co-petition-
ers, said he was pleased the 
city reversed its decision to 
place a charter school in the 
same building as August 
Martin HS and equally as 
disappointed the adminis-
tration was going forward 
with plans to replace the 
charter with another co-
located school.

“I believe the depart-
ment’s proposal to co-locate 
August Martin High School 
with a third school utilizing 
the same flawed metrics . . . 
[is] duplicitous,” he said.

Bob Friedrich, an 
organizer of the Eastern 
Queens United civics orga-
nization and supporter of 
the proposed tech-school 
co-location at Martin Van 
Buren, said he thought the 
public advocate had a “one-
size-fits-all” approach to 
co-locations that does not 
work for his community.

“I would advise her 

against her lawsuit,” he 
said. “The local parents 
have basically avoided 
Martin Van Buren. Ninety-
four percent of the student 
population comes from out-
side the community. That is 
unacceptable.”

Success Academy 
founder and longtime 
de Blasio adversary Eva 
Moskowitz also fired back, 
filing paperwork with the 
state Education Depart-
ment seeking to regain the 
space two of her  charters 
were promised last year.

Her office could not be 
reached for additional com-
ment.

The city Department of 
Education said it was work-
ing to find a solution for 
the parents and students 
caught in limbo.

“The administration 
is already taking steps to 
resolve concerns we have 
received by some parents,” 
the department said in a 
statement. “In our deci-
sions, we set consistent, 
objective, commonsense 
standards—most impor-
tantly protecting students 
with disabilities. We re-
main deeply committed to 
the rights of all students, 
and ensuring every child 
has access to a great educa-
tion.”

Continued from Page 1 
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potential tenants, and she 
said she has hopes that the 
district will be able to bring 
in a few big names.

Last year the develop-
er United American, which 
brought an H&M store to a 
site it revamped in down-
town Brooklyn, assembled 
three properties along a 
key strip of Jamaica Av-
enue, including the land-

marked Jamaica Savings 
Bank, and Mirkin said the 
developer is in talks with 
the likes of a TJ Maxx or 
Raymour & Flannigan to 
fulfill shoppers’ needs.

Private investment 
has lured a trendy barbe-
cue restaurant to the area 
and the GJDC has spurred 
several retail, residential 
and hotel developments 
that promise to transform 
the neighborhood in the 
coming years.

Mirkin said the suc-
cesses so far have come 

from strong collaboration 
with all the interested par-
ties — a key lesson she will 
bring with her as she heads 
to Brooklyn.

“It takes a lot of time 
to listen to everybody,” 
she said. “The last thing 
you want to do is not follow 
through on the listening.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Mirkin
Continued from Page 5 
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Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:

I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 
like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 

Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 
hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 

keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.

This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 

power of nature to 

help put life back 

into your lifestyle


