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The city’s 2014 youth poet laureate, Ramya Ramana, recites one of her works as she is honored alongside other 
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others as part of Women’s History Month. See story on Page 37. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

More than 250 apartments in 
a Flushing housing complex could 
be without gas for two months, 
tenants said after a gas leak cut 
off their service last week.

New York City Housing Au-
thority officials told a meeting of 
around 100 tenants at Pomonok 
Houses Monday night it could 
take anywhere from four to eight 
weeks to fix the leak and return 
service.

Con Edison turned off the 
gas to 259 units in four buildings 
at the housing complex, at 67-10 
Parsons Blvd., March 13 after ten-
ants on the first floor complained 
about a gas odor and alerted the 
Fire Department.

“We are waiting for NYCHA 
to make repairs,” a Con Edison 
spokesman said. “The leak is on 
customer piping, so we’re waiting 
for them to make repairs before 
we can introduce gas again.”

Heat and hot water services 
were not affected by the disrup-
tion, only cooking gas, according 
to a NYCHA spokeswoman.

“NYCHA staff has been on 
site since Day 1 working to restore 
service,” she said in a statement. 
“NYCHA staff notified residents 
and distributed hot plates. While 
we cannot estimate when gas will 
be restored at this point, NYCHA 
staff are working to restore ser-
vice as soon as possible. We will 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

In an effort to shed new light 
on one of the lesser-known epi-
sodes of World War II, a Korean 
leader visited the Kupferberg 
Holocaust Resource Center and 
Archives in Bayside last week 
to view an exhibit on the Korean 
comfort women that has become 
one of the museum’s most popu-
lar items since its opening three 
years ago.

Sanghui Lee, a political con-
sul and Korean consulate gen-

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 49

Korean delegate 
tours exhibit on 
comfort women

No gas for Pomonok tenants
Pipe leak leaves 259 Flushing fl ats in housing complex without working stoves

Although the Dream Act 
failed to get voted out of his cham-
ber, state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) said the finally 
tally bodes well for the bill’s fu-
ture.

The legislation, which would 
authorize undocumented stu-
dents who graduate from New 
York high schools to apply for col-
lege financial aid, came up two 
votes shy in the Senate Monday.

Peralta, who sponsored the 
bill, said Dream Act proponents 
are lobbying to attach it to the 
state budget.

Queens senators react  
to failure of Dream Act

State Pavilion to open 
to public for one day
Page 5
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BY KELSEY DURHAM AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Police were searching 
for a driver they say col-
lided with an NYPD car in 
Bayside Wednesday morn-
ing before fleeing the scene, 
the NYPD said.

Authorities said a 
white box truck struck an 
unmarked police car near 
Cross Island Parkway and 
Bell Boulevard, and the 
driver left the scene in the 
vehicle possibly with an-
other person after the col-
lision. Two NYPD officers 
were inside the unmarked 
vehicle but were not in-
jured, police said.

After a pursuit, the box 
truck was later found by 
police near 214th Place and 
32nd Road in Bayside, and 
witnesses described police 
conducting a search of the 
area using helicopters and 
search dogs as they looked 
for the driver.

Witnesses who live in 

the neighborhood described 
hearing helicopters fly 
overhead for more than an 
hour Wednesday morning 
as the search continued.

“I was in the yard with 
one of my dogs and I saw 
the helicopter circling like 
20 times, very low,” said a 
woman named Linda, who 
was visiting her friend on 
214th Place. ”I know they 
are looking for somebody.”

About a half dozen po-
lice vehicles were stationed 
on the quiet dead-end street 
as officers carried out the 
investigation.

Linda said she was 
surprised by the amount of 
police presence.

“This is the first time 
I’ve seen all of these police 
cars,” she said. “I hope they 
find those people.”

As of Wednesday after-
noon, no arrests had been 
made and police were still 
searching for a suspect, the 
NYPD said.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Flushing Town Hall, a 
popular venue for jazz con-
certs, musical performanc-
es and plays , r eopened its 
theater last weekend after a 
$1.2 million face-lift.

The theater’s renova-
tion, which started in Oc-
tober, included new wood 
floors, an expanded stage 
and a new paint job.

It was the first major 
renovation of the space 
since it was originally built 
in the 1990s as part of an 
adaptive reuse of the build-
ing.

The 308-seat theater 
also got new seats and ris-
ers, which can be moved so 
that the space can host ban-
quets or other events that 
would require tables rather 
than auditorium seating.

“The theater gets very 
heavy usage. At this point 
the renovation was way 
overdue,” said Ellen Ko-
dadek, executive and ar-
tistic director for Flushing 
Town Hall.

The renovation was 
purely cosmetic  as no ma-
jor structural changes were 
made, Kodadek said.

The five-month clo-
sure of the theater caused 
a headache for the arts cen-
ter, which usually presents 
jazz, world music and the-
ater programs.

“We had a couple of 
grueling months because 
the building was open dur-
ing the renovations,” Ko-
dadek said. “We moved our 
programs into our galleries 
as the renovations went on 

around us.”
While the theater was 

closed the center also lost a 
large amount of revenue it 
usually raises through pro-
gramming and by renting 
out the space.

“So that made it 
rough,” Kodadek said.

Flushing’s Town Hall, 
at 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
was built in 1862 and served 
as the municipal seat of 
government before it even-
tually housed the Flushing 
Council on Culture and the 
Arts.

The center is part of the 
Cultural Institution Group, 
a public-private partner-
ship between the city and 

34 cultural institutions that 
include the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music and Lincoln 
Center in Manhattan.

In addition to the the-
aters’ new interior, the 
project included new wood 
floors on the first floor of 
the building as well as an 
upgraded heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning 
unit, which will be more 
energy efficient.

The city footed the bill 
for the renovation and the 
project was managed by the 
city Department of Design 
and Construction.

The arts center kicked 
off its spring 2014 program 
with a sold-out perfor-

mance of “The Snail and 
the Whale” by Tall Stories, 
a British theater troupe, 
March 13.

Kodadek said Flushing 
Town Hall is next planning 
to renovate a parking lot 
on Linden Place to provide 
more parking space for the-
atergoers and members.

“Everyone should 
come and see the new 
space,” she said. “It’s for 
them and there are a lot of 
great programs here.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566. An officer from the K-9 Unit is part of the search in Bayside.  

Photo by Christina Santucci

The Flushing Town Hall’s refurbished theater opens with new floors and seats and an expanded 
stage. Photo by Alex Robinson

Cops search for driver
in police car collision

Flushing theater returns
Town Hall resumes spring programming with improved space
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Dozens of Flushing 
neighbors have signed up 
to skip the middle man 
during this year’s farming 
season.

More than 60 residents 
met last weekend to re-
launch Flushing’s Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture 
initiative, which provides 
members with fresh organ-
ic produce straight from a 
local farm, organizers said.

“This is an opportuni-
ty to reach out to people in 
Flushing, to create educat-
ed consumers in the neigh-
borhood and to let them 
know what the alterna-
tive food options are. This 
helps people to get organic 
food while supporting lo-
cal farms,” said John Choe, 
a member of the CSA and 
director of One Flushing, a 
community-based econom-
ic development center.

The Flushing CSA was 

started in spring 2012 by a 
group of residents who were 
concerned about the lack of 
organic produce available 
in Flushing.

The group is part of 
a network of CSAs called 
Just Food, which helps con-
nect residents with nearby 
farmers.

It was through the 
network that Flushing 

CSA found farmers Maggie 
Wood and Matthew Kurek 
from Golden Earthworm 
Organic Farm on Long Is-
land.

The two attended the 
meeting and brought sam-
ples of fruits and vegetables 
the CSA’s members can ex-
pect this year.

Kurek, a chef turned 
farmer, started Golden 

Earthworm in 1996 as a 
small farm. He now culti-
vates more than 80 acres of 
protected land and directly 
serves more than 1,500 fam-
ilies in the city.

“I get the opportunity 
to meet the farmers who 
grow my food and visit the 
farm my food comes from,” 
said Griffin Sheahan, a 
CSA member and mother of 

two. “This instills a sense 
of trust and confidence, 
which I don’t get from mass-
produced, overly processed 
food sold in supermarkets.”

In exchange for a $560 
yearly fee, members re-
ceive a box of fresh vegeta-
bles every week from the 
end of May until the end of 
November.

“I found the food quite 

delicious and diverse,” said 
Ralph Reinertsen, a Flush-
ing resident who joined the 
CSA in its first year and is 
now one of the group’s coor-
dinators. “Moreover, by the 
end of August, I believed 
that I had already got my 
money’s worth and I still 
had three months more to 
go.”

The CSA has intro-
duced a subsidized rate 
this season for low-income 
individuals who want to 
become members. Member-
ship for these applicants 
will be $280, Choe said.

The Flushing CSA had 
33 members in its first year 
and about 40 shareholders 
in 2013. Organizers said 
they hope they will be able 
to attract up to 60 members 
this year.

The CSA is open to 
all and those interested in 
signing up can apply by 
e-mailing flushingcsa@
gmail.com.

Flushing residents sample organic products and meet local farm-
ers at a CSA meeting. Photo courtesy Frank Regan

Flushing food cooperative embarks on third season
Group of residents seeks to ensure access to locally grown, organic vegetables for community

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS

Thursday’s 7am-8:30am
at Omega Diner 

New Hyde Park

FREE
BREAKFAST

Grow Your Business 
Through Referrals and Relationships

Business Breakfast Club 
of Queens and Long Island

Come
Check
Us Out!

Come
Check
Us Out!

To Attend a Meeting:

Call Bill at 

631-848-0779
or 

Visit us: 

Meetup.com
(look us up)

or 

www.BBCQLI.com

Flushing CSA members celebrate the beginning of the group’s 
third season. Photo courtesy Frank Regan
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) introduced 
new legislation this week 
that aims to help small 
businesses by encourag-
ing them to put money into 
a special savings account 
that can be used tax-free in 
times of need.

After touring a group 
of small businesses along 
Hillside Avenue in Belle-
rose, Israel hosted a news 
conference at Usha Foods 
to announce his new bill, 
called the Save for Small 
Businesses Act, that he 
said would help revitalize 
small businesses that have 
experienced ups and downs 
over the last few years.

Israel said that more 
than 170,000 small busi-
nesses were lost after the 
economic downturn of 2008 
and many that survived are 
still having trouble obtain-
ing loans and credit to help 
them stay open.

“In 2008, we experi-
enced an absolute economic 
and credit meltdown,” Isra-
el said. “A lot of the banks 
recovered, but small busi-
nesses have not and many 
have challenges accessing 
credit that would help them 
pay their bills and expand 
their businesses.”

The Save for Smalls 
Businesses Act would al-
low businesses with fewer 
than 50 full-time employees 
to create a savings account 
that Israel said is similar 
to a 401(k) or an individual 
retirement account, also 
known as an IRA, where up 
to 10 percent of the compa-
ny’s gross profits could be 

deposited tax-free.
Business owners could 

then withdraw money to 
be used for job retention 
or creation that would also 
be tax-free so long as it met 
one of the bill’s three stipu-
lations.

If the country’s gross 
domestic product declines 
for two straight quarters, 
the U.S. Small Business 
Administration declares 
a credit emergency or  if a 
business is situated within 
a neighborhood declared 
a disaster area by the fed-
eral government after a 
natural disaster, such as 
Superstorm Sandy, the bill 
would allow businesses to 
withdraw money free from 
taxation as long as at least 
one stipulation is met.

“This is something 
that I think both sides of the 
aisle should agree upon im-
mediately,” Israel said. “It 
lowers taxes, it creates jobs 
and most importantly it’s 
a way to keep small busi-
nesses in business. This is 
something everyone should 
love.”

The bill was drafted in 
partnership with an orga-
nization called Vision Long 
Island, which advocates for 
economic advancement, 
and the organization’s ex-
ecutive director, Eric Alex-
ander, said he strongly be-
lieves in the measure and 
its ability to help revitalize 
small businesses.

“I think this is fan-
tastic legislation,” he said. 
“Small businesses are the 
rock of our local communi-
ties and there are folks who 
are living off of credit cards 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens’ state senators 
unanimously voted for the 
Dream Act Monday, but 
failed to muster enough 
votes to overcome opposi-
tion by two fellow Demo-
crats and the GOP.

After passing the state 
Assembly 83-47 in late Feb-
ruary, legislation authoriz-
ing undocumented students 
who graduate from high 
schools in New York to ap-
ply for college financial aid 
was sent to the Senate.

The Dream Act did not 
emerge from any commit-
tee before coming to the 
Senate floor, legislators and 
advocates said. Rather Sen. 
Jeff Klein (D-Bronx), whose 
Independent Democratic 
Conference shares control 
of the chamber with Senate 
Republicans, put the bill up 
for a vote without much ad-
vanced notice.

The measure came two 
votes shy of the 32 needed 
to pass a bill, with support 
from all seven of the bor-
ough’s senators.

Two Democrats — 
Sens. Simcha Felder (D-
Brooklyn) and Ted O’Brien 

(D-Rochester) — voted 
against the legislation, 
helping Republicans rack 
up 29 negative votes.

Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), who spon-
sored the Senate’s version of 
the Dream Act, said he did 
not expect the bill to make 
it to the Senate floor during 
an election year and was 

pleased it nearly amassed a 
majority of votes.

“The tides are going 
to be on our side. The fact 
that we had 30 votes sends 
a loud message that the ma-
jority of the members are 
there,” Peralta said. “It’s 
just a matter of time.”

Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) said she thought 

the IDC, a five-member 
group that Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) recently joined, 
was posturing by bringing 
the floor to a vote without 
recruiting Republican sup-
port.

“To claim that this was 
a bipartisan effort, nothing 
could be further from the 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

In the latest chapter 
of the battle between feud-
ing factions of the Queens 
Republican Party, the state 
Supreme Court earlier this 
month threw out a chal-
lenge to Chairman Phil Ra-
gusa’s victory at the party’s 
leadership vote last year.

After falling short in 
his bid to supplant Ragusa 
at the party’s officers elec-
tion in September, former 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner filed 
a petition requesting the 
results be invalidated, ar-
guing the election had been 
“stolen” by the chairman 
and “his minions.”

The legal challenge 
alleged that county GOP 

members were given inad-
equate notice of the Sept. 
27 organizational meeting 
at which Ragusa was re-
elected with 52 percent of 
the votes.

“Petitioners’ allega-
tions that some members 
were given notice 48 hours 
or less prior to the meeting, 
and that some members re-
ceived different notices, are 
not supported by an affida-
vit from any of the petition-
ers,” Supreme Court Justice 
Phyllis Orlikoff Flug wrote 
in a decision dated March 
3. “None of the petitioners 
claim that they did not re-
ceive notice of said meeting 
or that they did not attend 
said meeting due to a lack 
of notice.”

Turner mounted a bid 
to unseat Ragusa last year 
as a corruption scandal 
rocked the Republican Par-
ty following years of inter-
nal strife.

Earlier in the year, 
former Queens GOP Vice 
Chairman Vince Tab-
one was indicted on fed-
eral charges alleging he 
schemed to sell off the par-
ty’s mayoral nomination to 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis).

The party’s leadership 
and an insurgent faction of 
Republicans lead by Turner 
and City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) have 
for years been wrestling for 
control of the county GOP, 
and following the scandal 
a large number of state and 
county committee mem-
bers — those who vote for 
the party’s leaders — faced 
primary challenges.

A judge has dismissed a le-
gal challenge to Queens GOP 
Chairman Phil Ragusa’s victory.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (l.) says the chamber’s co-majority leader, Jeff Klein (r.), could have done 
more to bolster the Dream Act’s chances in the Senate. AP Photo/Mike Groll (r.)

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (c.) speaks at a news conference in Glen Oaks 
to announce new legislation to help small businesses. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

Judge tosses challenge to Ragusa win

Dream Act dies in Albany
Queens senators mourn defeat of bill amid questions over timing

Rep. Israel writes bill
to help small business

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Jacqueline Mureka-
tete experienced firsthand 
the ways in which women 
have been both victims and 
perpetrators in what is of-
ten regarded as the world’s 
most heinous crime: geno-
cide.

The Rwandan geno-
cide survivor attended a 
Women’s History Month 
con ference 
at Queens 
College Mon-
day to speak 
about how 
gender-based violence was 
used as a tool by the perpe-
trators who committed the 
crimes.

“I am haunted by the 
memories of how I used to 
see Tutsi men, women and 
children being murdered,” 
she said. “I used to see 
women being dragged to 
their death as they tried to 
find secure places for their 
children.”

Murekatete was only 9 

when she lost her parents, 
her siblings and most of her 
extended family in the 100 
days of violence that rav-
aged Rwanda in 1994.

An estimated 800,000 
people who belonged to the 
minority Tutsi tribe as well 
as some Hutus  were slaugh-
tered by the Hutu majority 
in the period of bloodshed.

Murekatete was grant-
ed asylum in the United 

States in 1995 
and was raised 
by her uncle. 
She is now an 
internationally 

recognized human rights 
activist who writes and 
speaks on the topic of geno-
cide worldwide.

“The sexual violence 
which took place in the 
genocide not only targeted 
women, but also girls. Girls 
as young as 5 and 6 were 
subjected to rape and muti-
lation,” she told the confer-
ence.

Between 250,000 and 
500,000 women and girls 

were raped during the 
genocide and 67 percent of 
them contracted HIV and 
AIDS, Murekatete said.

“It is important to note 
the rape during the geno-
cide was not a random act, 
but that it was an official 

weapon,” she said.
Women were not just 

the victims of these crimes, 
but also perpetrators, as 
many Hutu women incited  
and encouraged rape and 
violence against Tutsis, 
Murekatete said. She cited 
the example of Pauline 
Nyiramasuhuko, a former 
Rwandan government min-
ister who was convicted in 
2011 by an international 
court of genocide and in-
citement to rape.

Wendy Lower, another 
panelist and chairwoman 
of history at Claremont 
McKenna College in Cali-
fornia, spoke about wom-
en’s involvement in the 
World War II Holocaust and 
the omission of their role in 
crimes committed in many 
historical accounts.

“The consensus in 
Holocaust and genocide 
studies is that the systems 
that make mass murder 
possible would not function 
without the broad partici-
pation of society,” Lower 

said. “And yet nearly all 
histories of the Holocaust 
leave out half of those who 
populated that society as if 
women’s history happened 
somewhere else. It is an il-
logical approach and a puz-
zling omission.” 

Other panelists at the 
conference spoke about 
other examples of stra-
tegic campaigns of vio-
lence against women, and 
sometimes by women, in 
genocides that occurred in 
Guatemala, Bosnia and Ar-
menia.

Despite her native 
country’s morbid history, 
Murekatete is optimistic 
about the future of Rwan-
dan women as the govern-
ment put measures in place 
to ensure female voices 
would be heard in the coun-
try’s rebuilding process, 
she said.

“Women will be able 
to participate in the post-
genocide rebuilding efforts, 
which I think is incredibly 
important,” she said.

BY BILL PARRY

More than 100 safe-
street activists posted 
mock traffic signs in three 
Queens neighborhoods and 
seven other communities 
citywide over the weekend.

Residents joined the 
safety group Right of Way 
in placing the signs in lo-
cations where slow zones 
have been delayed by the 
city Department of Trans-
portation.

“There are currently 
dozens of communities that 
have applied for Slow Zones 
and await groundbreaking 
while people are dying,” 
organizer Keegan Stephan 
said. “These communities 
knew their streets were 
dangerous and asked the 

city to fix them, but were 
told no or not yet by the last 
administration.”

Signs that read “Speed 
20 is Plenty” went up along 
34th Avenue in Jackson 
Heights as well as in As-
toria and Jamaica in the 
hopes of slowing speeding 
drivers and reducing pe-
destrian fatalities.

“If you’re hit by a car 
going 30 mph, you have a 50 
percent chance of dying,” 
Stephan said. “If you’re hit 
by a car going 20 mph, you 
have a 95 percent chance of 
surviving.”

Last year the DOT ap-
proved a plan to create a 
slow zone on 34th Avenue 
in Jackson Height between 
69th and 82nd streets over 
to Roosevelt Avenue. The 

zones use traffic calm-
ing measures to lower the 
speed limit to 20 mph with 
signs, speed bumps and 
street markings.

The DOT will meet 
with members of Commu-
nity Board 3 in the coming 
weeks to discuss the imple-
mentation of the plan for 
Jackson Height this sum-
mer.

Such delays moved 
Right of Way to act.

“These delays are 
largely due to the last ad-
ministration granting com-
munity boards veto power 
over slow zones,” Stephan 
said. “If the water supply 
were poisoned and killing 
250 people a year, would you 
ask for community board 

BY BILL PARRY

The New York State 
Pavilion will be open to the 
public for the first time in 
a generation to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the 
1964 World’s Fair April 22 
— for one day only.

The iconic venue had 
been closed off to the public 
since 1987 but, thanks to the 
efforts of two self-described 
history nerds, visitors will 
once again gain entry be-
tween 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.

In 2009, John Piro and 
Mitch Silver began look-
ing after the long-neglected 
structure as a labor of love.

“I had fond thoughts of 
the World’s Fair and hated 
seeing the Pavilion dilapi-
dated,” Silver said. “So we 

cleaned it up and put a coat 
of paint on it. We’ve been 
painting it ever since.”

Their efforts led to 

the formation of a group 
of a half dozen volunteers 
known as The Paint Project 
Crew that has continued to 
maintain the Pavilion with 
the permission of the city 
Parks Department. Parks 
gave the group the go-ahead 
to open the North Gate and 
allow limited access for a 
public viewing and photo-
graph session. 

Interest in the Pavilion 
gained traction after a sepa-
rate group called People for 
the Pavilion held a “history 
and context” event at the 
Queens Theater Jan. 25.

“We’ve been advocat-
ing for the site’s restora-
tion for the last few years, 
but it’s really taken off in 
the last couple of months,” 

Historic New York State 
Pavilion opens to the public for 
the first time in decades to cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Wendy Lower, chairwoman of history at Claremont McKenna 
College, speaks during the conference at Queens College. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

 NYS Pavilion celebrates 
50th with  public viewing 

Activists put up slow zone signs
in borough to protest city delays

Women’s role in genocides examined
Rwandan survivor speaks at Queens College symposium to address females’ involvement in atrocities

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 38

WOMEN’S HISTORY
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Three Queens resi-
dents were found dead 
Saturday when the NYPD 
received calls about a body 
floating along the coast of 
Gantry Plaza State Park, 
another in a Howard Beach 
motel room and a third in-
side a closed Flushing con-
struction site.

The Police Department 
first dispatched officers to 
the bank of the East River 
in Long Island City, near 
47th Road and Center Bou-
levard, at 10:12 a.m., where 
the NYPD said firefighters 
pulled Judy Soo Hoo, 51, 
from the water. Emergency 
responders pronounced the 
Astoria resident dead at the 
scene.

Police said there was 
no visible sign of trauma 
on Soo Hoo’s body, which 
was found recovered fully 
clothed in a blue jacket and 
gray pants.

About an hour later, 
police said they were called 
to Surfside Motel, at 164-33 
Cross Bay Blvd., where a 
17-year-old girl was found 
unconscious with a cut on 
her chin. Emergency re-
sponders pronounced Moe 
Sakurai, of Forest Hills, 

dead at the scene.
The NYPD said the 

teen came to the hotel with 
two men who were over 18. 
No foul play was suspected 
in her death, police said.

At 5:10 p.m., officers 
said a 33-year-old man’s 
body was discovered face-
down in a Flushing con-
struction site on Cherry 
Avenue near Robinson 
Street.

Police said they did 
not believe foul play killed 
Yun Zheng, who lived next 
door to the enclosed site. 
The NYPD said it did not 
suspect the incident was an 
accident.

The medical exam-
iner’s office will make the 

final determination on 
what caused the Queens 
residents’ deaths.

The gruesome discov-
eries stunned many across 
the borough.

In Gantry Plaza, sever-
al park patrons stopped to 
watch police as they blocked 
off part of the coast.

Zac Lochner, who 
moved to Long Island City 
in October, said passers-by 
were out in droves to enjoy 
the warm and weather and 
were surprised by the po-
lice presence.

“It’s just crazy. It’s the 
first nice day — fresh air, 
blue skies, a body washing 
up on shore,” Lochner said.

Authorities perform an investigation in Long Island City, where the body of an Astoria woman was 
found. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Three boro residents 
dead in separate cases

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll 
deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will qualify 
at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model years 2014–2013, your payments 
will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For 
model year 2012, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.60 on each $1,000 
borrowed at 2.25% APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop pay-
ing your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change without 
notice. Competitive rates available for older models and refinances. Membership required. 

 Federally insured by NCUA

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

  FIXED RATES 
  AS LOW AS

1.95%
APR*

Whatever your reason,  
getting your auto loan at  

MCU makes perfect sense.

Apply today, call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO  

or visit nymcu.org 

Police say a 17-year-old Forest Hills resident was found dead in the 
Surfside Motel (pictured). Photo by Christina Santucci 
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

LOVE YOUR LEGS...
FINALLY!
 Treatment is less than an hour
 Performed in the clinic; 

 no hospitalization
 Immediate relief of symptoms
 Return to normal activities 

 with little or no pain
 No anesthesia nor scars

COMMON 
SYMPTOMS:

VERICOSE VEINS PAID BY MEDICARE & MOST MAJOR INSURANCES

Before

BEFORE AND AFTER 
VEIN ABLATION TREATMENT

After

CALL US TODAY 
TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

(646) 620-6485
 www.iveindoctor.com

FLUSHING — Police released a sketch of a man suspected of at-
tempting to kidnap an 11-year-old boy in Flushing Friday afternoon, the 
NYPD said.

The Police Department said the boy was waiting to be picked up 
after school when a man in a dark blue, four-door sedan pulled up near 
Colden Street and 45th Avenue at 2:35 p.m. and allegedly said, “Get in 
the car, I’ll take you somewhere nice upstate.”

The 11-year-old said no, according to police.
At that point, the NYPD said the man got out of the car, allegedly 

grabbed the boy’s hands and attempted to pull him inside the sedan.
The 11-year-old’s father showed up and police said the suspect al-

legedly drove off, heading north on Colden Street.
Police described the suspect as an Asian man who appeared to 

be about 40.
The NYPD said he had short black hair, brown eyes, dark skin and a goatee. The 

5-foot-6 to 5-foot-8 suspect was last seen wearing a blue, multi-colored sweat shirt and 
brown slacks, according to cops.

FLUSHING — A Flushing bus driver 
was arrested early Monday morning after 
the bus he was driving ran off a Virginia 
interstate and overturned on its side, Vir-
ginia State Police said.

Qilong Xiao, 50, was behind the wheel 
of a bus carrying 58 passengers from 
Brooklyn to Doraville, Ga., when the acci-
dent occurred in a snowstorm shortly after 
4 a.m., according to cops.

All of the passengers were transport-
ed to area hospitals, even though many did 
not require treatment, authorities said. 
Four suffered serious injuries, but none 
were life-threatening, police said.

Xiao refused medical treatment at 

the scene and was charged with reckless 
driving, police said. He was held in a jail 
in Stafford County, Va., on a $5,000 bond, 
Virginia State Police said.

The crash was still under investiga-
tion, but police said speed was a factor.

FLUSHING — Police were looking for a 
man they said robbed seven banks scattered 
throughout the city since January.

The suspect’s most recent known robbery 
was at the Flushing Savings Bank on Roosevelt 
Avenue, police said.

As he had done in the six other cases, the 
man entered the bank and demanded cash from 
the teller before fleeing with an undetermined 
amount of money, police said.

Police described the suspect as black, 25 
years old, 5-foot-9 and weighing 160 pounds.

Blotter
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BREAKING NEWS

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Propelling more fe-
males into the FDNY ranks 
and investing pension fund-
ing in women-led corpora-
tions may seem unusual 
policy priorities for a city 
councilwoman from Glen-
dale, but not when the leg-
islator leads the Council’s 
Women’s Caucus.

The group’s 15 mem-
bers elected Councilwomen 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) and Darlene 
Mealy (D-Brooklyn) co-
chairwomen of the caucus 
last month.

During her one-year 
term, Crowley hopes to fo-
cus on strengthening work-
place rights for females and 
empowering more women 
to take leadership roles.

The councilwoman, 
herself the first female 
elected to represent the 
30th Council District, said 
she sought to help with a 
host of gender issues, from 
eliminating the pay gap be-
tween men and women to 
educating New Yorkers on 
health care and access to 
other benefits.

“We need to make sure 
that the Council is support-
ing women. Although we 
may be a majority of the 
population, we’re still a 
minority in a lot of ways,” 
Crowley said.

With roughly 30 per-
cent of Council seats going 
to women and 20 percent in 
the U.S. Congress, Crowley 
said she was troubled by the 
lack of female politicians.

She and fellow caucus 
members hope to inspire 
younger generations to get 
more civically engaged by 
each inviting a female stu-
dent to shadow them March 
26, when both the Council 
and caucus are scheduled 
to meet.

Crowley said she 
would focus on gender gaps 
in other levels of govern-
ment, including the Fire 
Department.

Currently, 37 of the 
more than 10,000 FDNY em-
ployees are female, accord-
ing to the councilwoman. 
That amounts to less than 
1 percent.

The councilwoman 
said a much higher pro-
portion — 5 percent — of 
women taking the written 
exam to join the depart-
ment score high enough to 
qualify. But she said many 
are not offered slots at the 
Fire Academy because they 
fail the physical exams.

As a remedy, Crowley 
said she hopes to work with 
the City University of New 
York and its John Jay Col-
lege of Criminal Justice on 
an initiative to train wom-
en and better prepare them 
for the test.

Additionally, she said 
apprenticeships could help 
funnel more females into 
non-uniform roles.

“We only have 37 fe-
males in the Fire Depart-
ment. We have an opportu-
nity to get 338 — that’s the 
number of women who did 
well on the written exam,” 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Revelers from Canada 
to California flocked to 
Richmond Hill Sunday to 
usher in spring with a pa-
rade dominated by DJs, 
drum ensembles, colorful 
powders and dancing in the 
streets.

Though many among 
the thousands lining Liber-
ty Avenue hailed from the 
Guyanese enclave of Rich-
mond Hill, others traveled 
hours to mark the Phag-
wah Festival among fellow 
Indo-Caribbeans.

Tara Tirbeni, who 
flew in from Canada, said 
she enjoyed marking the 
Hindu celebration of the 
triumph of good over evil 
and the beginning of spring 
in Queens.

“There’s nothing like 
this in Canada,” Tirbeni 
said, while twirling her 
hands in the air to the 
rhythm of a passing float.

For 26 years, Richmond 
Hill has marked Phagwah 
with a parade and informal 
color war, where passers-
by fling bright powders 
and occasionally use water 
guns full of dyed liquids to 
paint one another.

The tradition dates 
back to India, where Hindus 
mark the holiday known as 
Holi by wearing all white 
and throwing a liquid red 
dye called abeer on each 
other. Indians brought the 
tradition with them when 
they migrated to the Carib-
bean.

It has since traveled 
with Indo-Caribbeans to 
Queens, where Phagwah 
Festival has grown to at-
tract revelers of many 
backgrounds and became 
a showcase of Southeast 
Asian and Caribbean cul-
tures.

Leila Zayas, a Long 
Island resident, and her 
relatives toasted spring 
with small cups of beer. 
She marveled at the parade 
marching by, saying that 
on the island there are no 
floats.

“It’s bigger here than 

in Guyana,” Zayas said.
Tanesha Sookram, 22, 

and her family traveled 
more than three hours 
from New Jersey. She said 
she still remembered the 
last time they came to Rich-
mond Hill for the occasion 
a decade ago and she was 
covered in powder in Phil 
“Scooter” Rizzuto Park.

“I’ve been looking for-
ward to this since I was 12,” 
she said.

As the parade proceed-
ed from Liberty Avenue 
near 133rd Street toward 
125th Street and then north 
to the park, many specta-
tors joined the march, belt-
ing out lyrics from Hindu 
and American songs and 
waving flags from Guyana, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Suri-
name and Jamaica.

Once in the park, 
crowds gathered to watch 
dancers perform on stage 
and hear from officials hail-
ing from Guyana to the up-
state city of Schenectady.

Borough President 
Melinda Katz and City 
Councilmen Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) and Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) wished 
attendees a happy spring 
and praised the traditions 
immigrants have brought 
to the borough.

“We are a better city 
because of you,” Ulrich 
said.

John Mootooveren, the 
first Guyanese-American 
elected to the Schenectady 
City Council, was greeted 
with applause when he de-
scribed himself as “a proud 
Hindu.”

Richmond Hill leaders 
have spent years encour-
aging the Indo-Caribbean 
community to participate 
in the census, with the 
hopes that more accurate 
demographic statistics 
would help them amend 
city and state political dis-
tricts and field Guyanese 
candidates.

To date, Richmond Hill 
is split between four Coun-
cil and six state Assembly 
districts, according to Vish-

nu Mahadeo, founder of the 
neighborhood’s Economic 
Development Council.

Despite grandstanding 
from politicians and can-
didates, including Grant 
Lally, who is challenging 
U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (D-
Melville), many in the park 
preferred to party.

Latchmin Sultan 
threw powder into the air, 
dancing as it rained down 
on her and her friends.

The Richmond Hill 
resident said she could 
not get off from work early 
enough to watch the pa-
rade, but took off in time to 
watch the performances in 
the park.

“Today is really excit-
ing, just so many people, 
everyone’s so happy,” she 
said.

Teenagers cover a girl with yellow powder at the conclusion of the Phagwah Parade. See more pho-
tos on Pages 24, 26.  Photo by Christina Santucci

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley takes the helm of the City 
Council’s Women’s Caucus. 

Phagwah on parade
Richmond Hill welcomes thousands celebrating Hindu holiday

Crowley co-chairs
Women’s Caucus 

Rajiv Japsi (l.) and Brandon Lalji decorate one another with dye.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 50
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Two Queens parale-
gals were sentenced last 
week for their part in an 
immigration fraud scheme, 
the U.S. attorney in Man-
hattan said.

Song Luo, 35, of Ridge-
wood, and Yong Zhang, 
50, of Flushing, were each 
sentenced to three months 
in prison for conspiring to 
commit immigration fraud 
along with a third defen-
dant from Brooklyn, Zeyu-
an Wang, 33.

The trio worked as 
paralegals and translators 
at a Manhattan law firm, 
where they helped Chinese 
immigrants file fraudulent 
asylum applications and 
coached them how to suc-
cessfully lie during their 
asylum interviews in ex-
change for payment, ac-
cording to the indictment 
filed by U.S. Attorney Preet 

Bharara.
“As part of the immi-

gration fraud scheme, Song 
Luo, Zeyuan Wang and 
Yong Zhang aided others 
in exploiting this country’s 
asylum laws by coaching 
and assisting them to lie 
on their applications,” Bha-
rara said. “The sentences 
imposed on the defendants 
today ensure that they 
will be punished for their 
crimes.”

Between 2009 and 2010, 
Kari Kari Law Office, the 
law firm  that the defen-
dants worked for submitted 
more than 429 asylum ap-
plications, the indictment 
said.

The law firm’s employ-
ees would first screen po-
tential applicants to make 
sure there was not anything 
in their past that would be 
easily discovered and could 
disqualify them from re-
ceiving asylum, the indict-

ment said. They would also 
screen for the applicant’s 
ability to pay them, accord-
ing to the indictment.

Asylum seekers are re-
quired to prove they suffer 
persecution in their native 
country. The defendants 
would therefore make up 
stories of persecution for 
their clients, which usu-
ally included tales of forced 
abortions in China or per-
secution for religious or 
political beliefs, the indict-
ment said.

The defendants would 
then serve as translators in 
the applicants’ interviews, 
translating the client’s an-
swers in a favorable way 
that would be consistent 
with the fabricated story, 
the indictment said.

In addition to their 
prison terms, Luo, Wang 
and Zhang were also or-
dered to pay $1,000 fines.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Organizers of the Lit-
tle-Neck Douglaston Memo-
rial Day Parade have begun 
organizing this year’s event 
and looking for new leader-
ship to take the reins.

The parade organiza-
tion posted a letter on its 
website that it would host 
a meeting this week to dis-
cuss the details of the 87th 
annual parade, which has 
been called one of the big-
gest in the United 
States.

The letter, 
addressed to the 
community, said 
the Little Neck-
Douglaston Parade Orga-
nization, the fund-raising 
group that has run the pa-
rade over the last few years, 
is dissolving due to lack of 
local support and will no 
longer produce the parade.  
But it also said parade orga-

nizers hope volunteers from 
around the area will step 
forward and help provide 
the financial and physical 

support needed 
to carry out the 
tradition this 
year.

A few 
members who 

have been involved with the 
event’s planning in the past 
said the parade is looking 
for new leadership because 
the previous organizer 
moved out of state, but the 
members said they think 
the money and volunteers 

needed for the 2014 parade 
are in place.

The letter also said the 
United War Veterans Coun-
cil, which donated a por-
tion of the parade funds last 
year, has already pledged 
financial support for this 
year’s parade, along with 
some other community do-
nors.

A representative who 
answered the phone at the 
UWVC Wednesday said 
the organization will defi-
nitely be helping out with 
the planning of this year’s 
parade.

Annual Memorial Day parade 
looking for new leader in 2014

Two borough paralegals 
sentenced in fraud scheme

Experience Jewish Spiritual Community 
in the Heart of Fresh Meadows

BY JOAN STENZLER

Hillcrest Jewish Center is a landmark Egalitar-
ian, Conservative Synagogue, serving Queens, 
offering a warm, welcoming atmosphere and spiri-
tual home for Jews of all ages, backgrounds and 
levels of practice. 

At Hillcrest, we’re on a journey to expand our 
knowledge, build meaningful relationships and at-
tain greater spiritual connection, within ourselves 
and throughout our congregation.

As part of the special events planned for our 
75th Anniversary, we are holding an OPEN HOUSE, 
Sunday  MARCH 30, from 11-1:30 pm, to give 
our neighbors the chance to visit our synagogue, 
speak with our Rabbi Manes Kogan, meet 
members and discuss what it’s like to be part of a 
loving and compassionate Jewish community!

The event is FREE. A light lunch with a “make 

your own sundae” dessert bar will be offered. 
Speak with members from Youth and Family, 

Sisterhood, Hadassah, Men’s Club, Hillcrest Day 
Camp, Ohr Chadash Religious School and learn 
about our Mitzvah Projects.

Guests will learn about Jewish Education for 
children, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, Adult Education, 
Torah classes and annual celebrations of Jewish 
Festivals and High Holidays. Children are welcome 
to participate in supervised creative activities.  

RSVP needed for lunch at 718-380-4145 or 
info@hillcrestjc.org 

Joan Stenzler is been a member of Hillcrest for 
the past three years and has taught classes on 
Jewish principles for conscious communication, 
known as Lashon Hara, as part of HJC’s Adult 
Education program. She is a psychotherapist and 
yoga teacher practicing in Fresh Meadows. 

718-380-4145, info@hillcrestjc.org 
183-02 Union Turnpike, Fresh Meadows

w/coupon, exp. 4-6-14

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 

w/Frames

$9999
Exam Extra

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, Union and Insurance Plans.

COMPLETE PAIR 
OF GLASSES

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

w/coupon, exp. 4-6-14

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE 

LENSES

$16999*

* From select group of frames. Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, specials, union or insurance plans... 
Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530 30-730 30-430

When you purchase an Eye Exam, 
RECEIVE A FREE EYE EXAM for 

a friend or family member!

LIMITED TIME OFFER

* From select group of frames. Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, specials, union or insurance plans...
Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

BUY 1 GET 1

Hundreds of people march on Northern Boulevard during the an-
nual Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day Parade, which is touted 
as the largest of its kind in the country.

Continued on Page 50

Check for updates

TimesLedger.com
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BUICK

Redefining The Customer Experience

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  

516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

BUICK

Cadillac Offer: Due at inception: 1st payment, $995 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit plus tax & tags,  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End
Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Cadillac Conquest offer $1,500 ( Must lease or own a 2004 or newer NON -GM
vehicle). Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised.  *offer available to non-GM leasees. See dealer for complete details. We Are The Largest Cadillac Buick GMC Dealer in New York State based on combined 2012 & 2013 results as reported by GM.  Offers Expires 3-31-2014.
Buick GMC Offers: Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For
Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised.  2014 Buick / GMC Due: $2,400 ( Enclave $2,700 ) ( Verano $2,500) Down Payment plus $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. GMC: /Lease Conquest of
$500. Buick: Own/Lease Conquest Rebate of $1,000 ( Lacrosse $1,500) .  Conquest Rebate: Must lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle.   * Buick Experience includes oil changes and tire rotation only. We Are The Largest Cadillac Buick GMC Dealer in New York State based on combined 2012 & 2013 results as reported by GM.  See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 3-31-2014.

We Are The Largest Cadillac 
Buick GMC Dealer in New York State!

Family Owned & Operated For 3 Generations... 
Your Destination For Premium Family Vehicles.

SLE1 All-Wheel Drive, Power Windows, Power Door Locks, Cruise
Contro,l Bluetooth, Turn By Turn Navigation, Rear Vision Camera,

Keyless Entry & Much More! MSRP $29,140
Special Offer:

B R A N D  N E W

2014 GMC TERRAIN

LEASE
FOR

SLE1 Automatic, 8 Passenger,  Power Windows, Power Door
Locks, Rear Back Up Camera, Remote Entry, Bluetooth, Turn

By Turn Navigation & Much More!
Special Offer:

B R A N D  N E W

2014 GMC ACADIA

$254LEASE
FOR

Automatic, Heated Seats, Sunroof, CUE, Remote Start,
Bluetooth, Backup Camera, Front and Rear Parking Sensors,

Turn by Turn Navigation & Much More! MSRP $44,155
Special Offer:

B R A N D  N E W
2014 Cadillac SRX Luxury Collection

$0 Security
Deposit!$399 $202LEASE

FOR

Cadillac Conquest $1,500 Lease Conquest Rebate $500 Lease Conquest Rebate $500

per month 39 months.

Scheduled Maintenance Program 2 Years or 24,000 Miles Included With Every 2014 GMCCadillac Premium Care Maintenance 4 Years or 50,000 Miles
Included With Every Cadillac 2014

per
month 
24
months. 

per
month 
24
months. 
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OTHER VOICES

Get tax credit when caring for elderly

W
hen I travel 
through our com-
munities, I often 
meet families car-

ing for elderly parents or 
relatives.

Our elders are living 
longer, healthier lives, but 
this comes with some con-
sequences: The costs asso-
ciated with living an inde-
pendent and high-quality 
life continue to increase.

To help those who are 

saddled with these addi-
tional costs, I have intro-
duced a bill to give finan-
cial relief to middle-class 
families caring for aging 
relatives.

It is a difficult and 
common dilemma. Nearly 
half of adults in their 40s 
and 50s have a parent age 
65 or older and are either 
raising a young child or 
giving financial support to 
a grown child.

The choice between 
paying for care for elderly 
relatives and one’s fam-
ily can feel impossible and 
overwhelming.

But it does not have to 
be this way.

My plan would allow 
those caring for elderly rel-
atives to receive a tax credit 
up to a $1,200 for qualified 
elder care expenses.

This would allow 
middle-class families in 

New York to claim their 
elderly relatives who live 
elsewhere as dependents 
on their tax returns and 
receive a tax credit to ease 
their financial burden.

It is simply common 
sense.

Steve Israel
U.S. Representative

(D-Melville)

A DREAM DEFERRED
As New Yorkers celebrated their Irish heritage during 

the Fifth Avenue St. Patrick’s Day Parade, senators in Al-
bany ignored their immigrant roots and defeated a bill to 
give tuition assistance to undocumented college students.

How do you tell a young person from Queens whose 
parents brought them to the country illegally that they 
still can’t quality for state aid to pursue higher education? 
The so-called Dream Act died on the Senate floor even 
though the vote was 30-29 and kept those students in a state 
of suspended bondage.

Thousands of high-achieving students hoping to go 
to college were denied equal access to higher education 
by the vagaries of the Senate, where a majority of 32 votes 
are required to pass a bill. What constitutes a majority in 
those hallowed halls is a matter of debate these days with 
shifting loyalties shuffling control of the Senate between 
the two parties.

In the latest round, Sen. Tony Avella broke with the 
mainstream Democrats and joined  the Independent Dem-
ocratic Conference, which has made a power-sharing deal 
with the Republicans to lead the upper house.

In a surprise move, Sen. Jeff Klein, the IDC leader 
from the Bronx, brought the bill to the floor when he had 
no guarantee it would pass. Bills rarely fail in the Senate.

All five conference members voted for the bill, but 
Brooklyn Democrat Simcha Felder — he may think he 
represents the white bread and mayonnaise set — voted 
against it along with all 28 Republicans and one Democrat. 
Two GOP senators did not show for the vote and two seats 
are vacant.

In face of this uncertain head count, Klein came un-
der fire for risking the defeat of the bill to fend off criti-
cism that the IDC was helping to keep the controversial 
measure from the floor.

Political maneuvering aside, the failed vote ends at 
least temporarily the push by immigration advocates to 
win $25 million in tuition assistance and as much as $5,000 
a year in aid for students at four-year colleges. Gov. An-
drew Cuomo could save the measure by setting aside the 
funds in the new budget.

Senators from Queens, the country’s most ethnically 
diverse county, spoke eloquently in favor of the bill before 
it perished. But other legislators who chose to forget the 
enormous contributions made to New York through the 
generations by Italian, Irish, Jewish and Asian immi-
grants, among others, voted no.

The Democratic-controlled state Assembly passed the 
bill. It’s time for Albany to stand up and respect the state’s 
foreign-born residents.
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P-Tech will be good for Martin Van Buren HS
R

ecently, a number 
of elected officials 
have lamented the 
city Department of 

Education’s decision not to 
withdraw the co-location 
plans at Martin Van Buren 
High School.

Unfortunately, these 
local elected officials are 
out of sync with the local 
community on this issue. 
Just prior to the mayoral 
election, civic leaders from 
nine of the largest civic 
associations in eastern 
Queens, representing thou-
sands of families zoned for 
Martin Van Buren, met and 
voted unanimously with 
one abstention to support 
the DOE’s P-Tech co-loca-

tion proposal for MVB.
A P-Tech school fo-

cuses on certain technical 
skills with a pathway to a 
tuition-free college educa-
tion and a career.

Decades of failure have 
transformed MVB from a 
school having deep commu-
nity roots into one where 
96 percent of its student 
population comes from out-
side the local community. 
The thousands of families 
represented by these civic 
leaders are in distress over 
sending their kids to MVB. 
The P-Tech Co-location 
initiative attempts to fast-
track the turnaround of 
MVB.

A successful school 

turnaround that the com-
munity would support will 
come only when a safe 
school environment with 
community participation 
is created, which is what 
the P-Tech co-location at-
tempts to do.

Local parents of high 
school-age students are 
stressed out by the thought 
of sending their kids to 
MVB. Despite valiant at-
tempts at improvement, 
MVB’s school environment 
rating is stuck at an unac-
ceptable “D” grade. Re-
cently installed Principal 
Sam Sochet, who is popular 
with the community, has 
had some success raising 
the school report card to a 

“C,” but more than a decade 
of decline has made that job 
difficult for one person.

Local parents and 
their children simply do 
not have the luxury of time 
for MVB to transform. The 
MVB brand is dead and 
needs to be reinvented for 
there to be any chance of 
success. This reinvention 
begins with P-Tech.

A school within a 
school will provide its grad-
uating students with a tu-
ition-free, two-year college 
education at Queensbor-
ough Community College 
and a pathway to a career 
with one of the Fortune 
500 corporate partners of 
the program. Many local 

parents would be willing 
to take a new look at such a 
school without the trepida-
tion they currently have.

Handled properly, the 
P-Tech co-location will at-
tract a student body from 
the community that is more 
engaged in the educational 
experience. This will help 
change the learning envi-
ronment and dynamics at 
MVB. Over time, this will 
boost the local enrollment 
of students as the parental 
perception of the school 
changes and the programs 
being initiated by Sochet 
take root and become more 
known.

I urge City Council-
man Mark Weprin (D-Oak-

land Gardens), state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
and state Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Little Neck) 
to rethink their opposition 
and embrace the P-Tech co-
location rather than seek 
its demise.

Join us in our support 
of this initiative and help 
return this failed school to 
its storied and illustrious 
past.

Bob Friedrich
President

Glen Oaks Village

Ulrich should back renaming
An open letter to City 

Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park):

L
et me first introduce 
myself as a former 
constituent within 
Queens Community 

Board 9 from Richmond 
Hill, with relatives who 
had resided in Ozone Park 
and Howard Beach over the 
years within your district 
constituency.

I am also a friend and 
former student of the Fran-
ciscan Brothers of Brook-
lyn (St. Patrick’s Academy, 
at Kent Avenue and Taaffe 
Place), when I grew up in 
Brooklyn CB 3 in Clinton 
Hill, before being redis-
tricted into CB 2). My pater-
nal grandfather Vincenzo 
Manago and my father Jo-
seph V. Manago were life-
long members of the state 
Republican Party. I am a 
member of the Republican 
Party.

Back in 2006, the Man-
ago family filed a petition of 
signatories with the Brook-
lyn CB 3 Housing and Land 
Committee, requesting that 
Taaffe Playground, in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant/Clinton 
Hill, be renamed “USMC 

Anthony V. Manago Park,” 
in honor of my late uncle 
who was killed in action in 
World War II at the Battle of 
Iwo Jima in 1945.

Brooklyn CB 3 voted 
on the request in support of 
the measure 40-1.

But because of ap-
parent partisanship on 
the part of former then-
Councilwoman Leticia 
James and a rift with then-
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn with Brooklyn CB 
3 over renaming public 
places and streets in honor 
of Black Panther Sonny 
Carson, Quinn refused to 
allow a vote for the park 
renaming before the cham-
ber, despite the fact that the 
overwhelming majority of 
the local community board 
supported the request and 
the honoree is an Italian 
American, not a Black Pan-
ther.

I would like to know 
if the approved proposal 
of Brooklyn CB 3 in 2006 
may be introduced in the 
Council presently. Accord-
ing to the City Charter, the 
renaming of city parks is 
under the jurisdiction of 
the Council, but Quinn ar-

bitrarily refused to put it 
for a floor vote despite my 
repeated requests to her. 
I hastened to correspond 
with you in view of your 
recent appointment to the 
Veterans Committee and 
the demise of Quinn.

Congratulations and 
thank you for your kind 
consideration of this mat-
ter.

My intuition is that 
your negligence of a mat-
ter relevant to your com-
mittee is due to your fear 
of proposing anything that 
may be opposed to Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito’s (D-
Manhattan) leftist agenda 
and thus be punished by 
her through a reduction 
of discretionary funds to 
your Council district under 
the present and arbitrary 
proprietary rights of the 
speaker.

I would hope that as 
a Republican minority 
in the Council you would 
represent the interests of 
the state party or be dis-
enrolled.

Joseph N. Manago
Briarwood

Get involved with community boards

I 
think most of us are 
aware of our elected of-
ficials and the jobs they 
do on behalf of our com-

munities, but we should also 
recognize the contribution 
our community boards and 
civic associations make in 
affecting conditions in our 
neighborhoods.

As a member of Com-
munity Board 11, I work 
alongside 49 other volun-
teers who operate in an 
advisory capacity when it 
comes to matters such as 
zoning issues, variances 
and other land use applica-
tions. We also have several 
committees which work on 
education, transportation, 
environmental, parks and 
health issues, among other 
important community mat-
ters.

Sometimes we ad-
dress citywide issues as 
well. Board members may 
not always agree with one 
another, but we all respect 
each other and focus on our 
commitment to our com-
munities. We are lucky to 
have a phenomenal office 
staff headed by District 

Manager Susan Seinfeld.
At our March meeting, 

we had a change in leader-
ship due to term limits. Jer-
ry Iannece, our chairman 
for many years, did an out-
standing job in conducting 
our monthly meetings and 
representing the board at 
various meetings and func-
tions.

Our new leaders in-
clude Chairwoman Chris-
tine Haider and Vice 
Chairwomen Laura James, 
Ocelia Claro and Eileen 
Miller. I look forward to 
working with our new dy-
namic team of leaders.

Also in the forefront of 
community leadership are 
the local civics. This is the 
ground level where com-
munity issues and prob-
lems are discussed. Work-
ing with city agencies, our 
elected leaders and the 
community board, those 
issues and problems are 
looked into and addressed.

Many civics are affili-
ated with the Queens Civic 
Congress, an organization 
with considerable influence 
because it represents more 

than 100 civic and commu-
nity groups countywide.

I would urge all resi-
dents to join their local civ-
ic group and participate in 
meetings and discussions. 
If possible, attend monthly 
community board meet-
ings, especially if there are 
issues on the agenda con-
cerning your area. Board 
members want to hear the 
concerns from the com-
munity. It helps us decide 
how to vote on the various 
issues that come before the 
board.

You may also consider 
joining the board. We par-
ticularly need more rep-
resentation from the Au-
burndale community at the 
present time.

We are lucky to live in 
a wonderful area. There are 
problems, especially with 
overdevelopment and edu-
cation matters, but if we all 
work together we can make 
a difference.

Henry Euler
Bayside
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N
ew York state’s 3rd 
Congressional Dis-
trict, which runs 
along the north 

shore of Long Island, is in 
three counties: Nassau, 
Suffolk and Queens. It con-
tains, within its Queens 
part, Douglaston, Little 
Neck and parts of Whites-
tone and Bayside.

There will be a Repub-
lican primary June 24 to 
choose the candidate to op-
pose U.S. Rep. Steven Israel 
(D-Melville). That will be 
the case if both candidates 
qualify for ballot position 
by getting enough petition 

signatures.
Those running are Mi-

neola, L.I., attorney Grant 
Lally and Stephen Labate, 
a lieutenant colonel in the 
U.S. Army Reserves.

Both have run for 
office before. Lally ran 
against former Democratic 
Rep. Gary Ackerman in the 
1990s. Labate ran against 
Israel two years ago. Both 
candidates seem optimis-
tic about winning the pri-
mary.

Looking at their 
strengths, Lally has gotten 
the endorsement of the Re-
publican and Conservative 
parties in all three coun-
ties.

That leaves Lally as 
the organization candidate 
and Labate as the insur-
gent, although having run 
two years ago gives Labate 
recent experience and con-
tact with Republican voters 

in the district. Lally has 
been active in politics for a 
long time and will also be 
able to maintain a signifi-
cant campaign staff.

Lally and Labate op-
pose the U.S. Affordable 
Care Act. Lally believes 
individual citizens should 
be able to control their 
own healthcare and that 
the government should not 
interfere. Labate thinks 
Obamacare is hurting the 
job market from the stand-
point that employers will 
be reluctant to hire more 
workers, not knowing the 
cost of medical insurance. 
Both favor creating jobs 
and cutting taxes.

This year will give us 
a June congressional pri-
mary rather than one in 
September. It will be quite 
a change, but the winner 
of the primary, unlike two 
years ago, will have almost 

the entire summer to cam-
paign against the incum-
bent Israel, rather than just 
September and October.

There will be at least 
several debates between 
Lally and Labate. They 
both will emphasize their 
backgrounds and experi-
ences.

As to who wins this 
seat in November, a lot de-
pends on how the guber-
natorial race turns out. If 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo does 
well and wins by a wide 
margin, it should be a big 
help to Israel.

On the Republican 
side, if Westchester County 
Executive Rob Astorino 
is the candidate and wins 
over Cuomo, it will benefit 
the winner of the Republi-
can primary in the district 
as well as the congressional 
seats around the state.

Other races will be af-
fected, including for state 
Senate and state Assembly. 
Republicans think they 
have a good chance of com-
ing up with a significant 
majority in the Senate as 
well as increasing their ma-
jority in Congress.

Before the Republican 
primary is over in the dis-
trict, we will see a tough 
and hard-fought race. How 
well-financed each con-
tender is will play a major 

role in the outcome.
At the recent meet-

ing of the Queens Village 
Republican Club, at which 
both Lally and Labate ap-
peared, there was a huge 
crowd of club members and 
invited guests. There were 
more than 75 people. It 
would seem to indicate that 
there will be considerable 
interest in this year’s po-
litical races in New York.

Right now the petition 
drive is on, and getting 
enough signatures from 
registered voters is impor-
tant. There are sometimes 
petition challenges, when 
one side tries to disqualify 
the petitions of the other.

Before any primary or 
general election is held, pe-
titions must qualify a can-
didate.

It is going to be a long 
political year with many 
interesting developments.

Labate, Lally set for GOP primary to unseat Israel

City should be tougher when punishing urban developers

A 
few weeks ago, Ad-
ministrative Law 
Judge Michelle Man-
zione, after a city En-

vironmental Control Board 
hearing, found the tenant 
of Klein Farm guilty of hav-
ing several trees cut down 
and the 100-year-old circu-
lar driveway paved over.

This was in violation 
of the special planned com-
munity Klein Farm and the 
Fresh Meadows Develop-
ment are designated a part 
of.

The tenant is Ziming 
Shen, who owns the Red 
Apple Child Development 
chain of nursery schools 
and uses the Klein Farm 
Manor House as a nursery 
school. He excused the cut-

ting down of the trees, say-
ing they were diseased and 
one tree had a raccoon in it 
and that the driveway was 
too rough for the children.

He also said no agency 
would give him an answer 
about the right to cut down 
the trees. The judge fined 
the defendant $1,600 for 
cutting down the trees and 
paving over the driveway.

It is sad this is the high-
est fine stipulated by law. It 
is sadder there is no provi-
sion to make the defendant 
replace the damage to the 
environment. City laws are 
not protecting us enough.

The law reads that 
the special planned pres-
ervation district of Fresh 
Meadows has to have a 
special permit from the 
city Planning Commission 
to substantially modify 
the existing topography 
or landscape. It is disgust-
ing that the tenant did the 
same thing in 2005 on simi-
lar property he owned in 

Staten Island and also re-
ceived a city Department of 
Buildings violation and a 
small fine.

This was not brought 
up at the hearing.

Klein Farm was the 
last family-owned working 
farm in Queens and was pur-
chased in 2003 by developer 
Tommy Huang. The farm 
is owned by Audrey Realty, 
now run by his son, Henry 
Huang. They had wanted to 
build 22 two-family houses 
on the 2-acre farm, but the 
special planned preserva-
tion designation prevented 
the demolition of the farm 
without permission.

It seems they are de-
stroying the farm tree by 
tree and stone by stone.

This type of destruc-
tion of a community is what 
developers usually do. They 
buy land, then tear down 
the property and build ille-
gally, adding walls or mak-
ing the new building too 
large for the zoning permit-

ted. When they are caught, 
they are fined only a few 
thousand dollars, which is 
nothing to a developer who 
is spending millions of dol-
lars on a development.

The laws should be 
changed to make the fines 
larger so developers really 
have to pay for destroying 
a community’s quality of 
life.

In 2003, Huang paid 
$2.2 million for the farm 
with the stipulation that 
he would give the former 
owner another $2 million 
when houses were built on 
the land.

Well, Queens civic as-
sociations, co-ops and ten-
ant associations are watch-
ing and will fight with 
their legislators to main-
tain their bucolic quality 
of life. People buy houses or 
rent in a community with 
certain types of buildings, 
topography and quality of 
life. The city should fight 
harder to protect what we 
have.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: After one of our 
big snowstorms, two of-
ficers from the 109th Pre-
cinct passed by two senior 
citizens, who were working 
to shovel out their car on 
Willets Point Boulevard in 
Whitestone.

The officers turned 
around, took the shovels 

from the couple and dug out 
the car. The two officers 
were Adrianne Galvani 
and Cory Smith.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: It seems that some 
charter school operators 
are fearful of losing all that 
money they are making.

One operator closed 
her schools so parents and 
children could go to Albany 
to lobby to keep getting all 
the money they obtain from 
our government. Parents 
in the regular schools are 
unhappy because the last 
mayor put charter schools 
inside public schools, caus-
ing problems.

While it is true stu-
dents in some charter 
schools do well, support-
ers conveniently forget 
that they do not have many 
special needs, English as a 
Second Language or dys-
functional students.

This operator earns 
more than $450,000 a year.

COLUMNS

This year will have 
a congressional 
primary election 

in June rather 
than one in 
September.

Laws should be 
changed to make 

fi nes larger so 
developers really 
have to pay for 
destroying an 

area’s quality of 
life.

William
Lewis

■

Bob
Harris

■
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ookah, an Arabian 
water pipe used 
to smoke tobacco, 
is a time-honored 

tradition and social activ-
ity spanning the Middle 
East and South Asia. Even 
limited use of this water 
pipe to smoke the tobacco, 
known as sheesha, produc-
es a pleasant, light-headed 
sensation.

In the United States, 
hookah smoking has ex-
ploded in popularity near 
college campuses as well as 
in select South Asian and 
Middle Eastern immigrant 
communities. It is particu-
larly popular among teen-
agers who would ordinarily 
not be able to acquire con-
ventional tobacco products. 

Establishments that serve 
hookah are not subject to 
the same stringent indoor 
smoking laws enforced on 
bars and restaurants.

A hookah pipe con-
sists of a water-filled glass 
base topped by a chamber 
that connects to hoses with 
mouthpieces and a bowl 
that holds the tobacco. Coal 
is placed on this bowl, or 
“head,” which cooks or 
steams the sheesha and 
sends smoke into the cham-
ber to be cooled.

Tobacco for these 
pipes is generally fruit- or 
mint-flavored, and in some 
instances a hollowed-out 
grapefruit or orange can 
replace the traditional 
bowl for a cloyingly sweet 
smoke.

Queens has seen an 
influx of hookah lounges in 
the past few years, particu-
larly in Astoria and Rich-
mond Hill. This follows a 
global trend of the formerly 
rural tradition being ad-

opted as a social activity by 
youth in urbanizing areas.

Such is the popular-
ity that even convenience 
stores in these neighbor-
hoods stock the pipes and 
tobacco.

Despite a lack of sub-
stantial research into the 
dangers of hookah smok-
ing, public health experts 
noted that the amount of 
tobacco smoke consumed 
within the course of a hoo-
kah session can be up to 
a hundred times that of a 
cigarette. Due to the mel-
lowing nature of the smoke 
produced by a hookah, 
these health dangers are 
generally not apparent to 
the average user.

Yet these dangers have 
not tempered enthusiasm 
for hookah smoking.

“It’s a fun social activ-
ity and it doesn’t affect you 
like alcohol,” said one Rich-
mond Hill teenager, who 
declined to be named. “It’s 
a temporary feeling and it’s 

not as bad as smokers who 
have cigarettes every day.”

Indeed, hookah is not 
as implicitly habit-forming 
as conventional tobacco 
products, though the act 
of smoking hookah can be-
come a persistent ritual or 
routine in and of itself.

The teenager inter-
viewed was unable to name 
another social activity 
available to him and his 
peers in the neighborhood.

Two years ago, a group 
of youths in southern 
Queens, under the auspices 
of the Richmond Hill-based 
Indo-Caribbean Alliance’s 
Youth Leadership Pro-
gram, created a short video 
series titled “Hooked on 
Hookah” aimed at convinc-
ing Indo-Caribbean youth 
to abandon the practice. 
ICA promotes leadership 
and guidance for youths in 
Richmond Hill and South 
Ozone Park.

I spoke with Nadira 
Beepat, a member of that 

group and a former youth 
leader for ICA, about the 
growth of hookah lounges 
in Queens, particularly 
along Liberty Avenue in 
Richmond Hill.

Beepat and her group 
choose YouTube as a plat-
form to reach out to their 
peers. Their efforts also 
included a now-defunct Fa-
cebook page.

“We figured that more 
people look to YouTube and 
Facebook for information, 
compared to most sites,” 
she explained.

Most of Beepat’s peers 
assumed the exhaust from 
the hookah was simply 
vapor, so the research con-
ducted by her group con-
vinced some to stop using 
it. Their videos warn that 
a typical one-hour hookah 
session can be the equiva-
lent of smoking five packs 
of cigarettes.

This is determined by 
the amount of smoke drawn 
in by the lungs as well as 

the amount of times one 
inhales from the hookah, 
which tends to be done at a 
leisurely pace.

“Teenagers want to fit 
in, they want to hang out 
.... This is one of the places 
they find comfortable hang-
ing out and acting cool,” 
Beepat noted. “They don’t 
know anything about it ... 
they think it’s harmless.”

Hookah lounges tend 
to be fluid, dropping in and 
out of business. Yet during 
the course of researching 
the number of establish-
ments in the neighborhood, 
Beepat noticed that “if you 
really wanted to go, you 
could walk to one.”

Beepat, who remains 
active in social causes in 
southern Queens, noted 
that today’s teens “should 
find something productive 
to do. These kids don’t have 
any guidance, they only 
have each other.”

Hookah use increases among boro teens as passtime
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

The battle for quieter 
skies in northeast Queens 
traveled across the country 
last month as one borough 
advocate attended a confer-
ence to address airplane 
noise with representatives 
from the Federal Aviation 
Administration.

In a meeting of about 
170 people, the FAA met 
with civilians from across 
the nation in Palm Springs, 
Calif., in February to hear 
concerns about increased 
air traffic and changes in 
flight patterns that have 
led to a rise in the amount 
of airplane noise in resi-
dential communities.

Bob Whitehair, a 
Douglaston resident and 
vice president of Queens 
Quiet Skies, made the trip 
to join the group on behalf 
of homeowners around the 
borough who say they have 
suffered as a result of the 
increase in noise.

Much of the discussion 
at the meeting, according 
to Whitehair, was about 
complaints the FAA has re-
ceived from residents who 
live near major U.S. air-
ports, including LaGuardia 
and Kennedy in Queens.

Many Queens ad-
vocates say much of the 
noise increase is a result of 
changes in flight paths that 
have rerouted more planes 
over the city and allowed 
them to fly closer to resi-
dential neighborhoods.

Despite all the talk 
about plane volume, the 
discussion at the confer-
ence mentioned no direct 
link between the flight path 
changes and the increase in 
noise, Whitehair said.

“They didn’t talk much 
about how it has increased 
the noise, and I think that 
was a mistake,” he said. 
“We would like to see more 
studies done on that.”

One change in par-
ticular, known as the tnnis 

climb, has rerouted planes 
over northeast Queens and 
has led to what some resi-
dents say is non-stop noise 
as aircraft constantly come 

in and out of LaGuardia 
and JFK airports.

Whitehair said the 
FAA is planning on mak-
ing a significant number 

of changes to flight plans 
in large metropolitan areas 
around the country, and he 
said Queens Quiet Skies 
will continue to fight for a 
seat at the table as the deci-
sions are made.

“The tnnis climb has 
been a disaster for the citi-
zens of northeast Queens 
and more of that would not 
be good for us,” Whitehair 
said. “We just don’t like 
the way these changes are 
being done and they’re not 
addressing how we are go-
ing to have procedures that 
will result in less noise.”

Whitehair said there 
were also a large number of 
presentations given about 
the environmental impact 
of the extra air traffic that 
New York’s airports have 
taken on, with more than 
half of the 25 presentations 
focused on topics such as 
sustainable fuels and re-
ducing emissions from air-
ports.

He said the group also 

discussed strategies other 
cities across the country 
are using in order to settle 
similar issues with their 
nearby airports. The Doug-
laston resident said one 
possible solution is to en-
ter into an agreement that 
would regulate the number 
of flights allowed in and out 
of airports and would also 
closely monitor the noise 
level that results.

“Noise has really been 
our biggest gripe all along, 
and it continues to be, and I 
think we would like to see 
some kind of agreement 
here,” Whitehair said. 
“These officials are very 
smart people and are very 
good at their jobs, but I just 
don’t think their efforts are 
focused where they need to 
be focused.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Bob Whitehair speaks at a meeting about airplane noise.

Queens Quiet Skies member meets with FAA

Forest Hills Child Care Center offers UPK and Wraparound all within a Full-Day Program, following the New York State 
pre-kindergarten foundation for the Common Core. Reviewed highly by the Department of Education. Forest Hills Child 
Care Center is one of the community’s oldest and most trusted child care programs.

TIME TO ENROLL! UPK 2014-2015
FOREST HILLS CHILD CARE CENTER

Small classes  AND INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION Small classes  AND INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION 

fessional, Bilingual  STAFF  (Russian, Hebrew, Spanish)  Professional, Bilingual  STAFF  (Russian, Hebrew, Spanish) All Group teachers have Masters degrees

Nutritious  KOSHER BREAKFAST AND SNACKS

LARGE outdoor  AREA AND MATTED PLAYGROUND 

Enriched  EDUCATIONAL CURRICULUM   Specialists in music, movement, and science



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 21-27, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
17

BT

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for purchases made 2/1/14 – 3/31/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form 
of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Energy efficient and fashionable.
Vignette® Modern Roman Shades insulate your windows  
to help keep your home warmer in winter, cooler in summer.  
Intelligent choice. Ask for details.
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A Manhattan design 

firm has offered a glimpse 
of what LaGuardia Airport 
might look like in the fu-
ture.

Neoscape created ren-
derings of a new Central 
Terminal Building for the 
advocacy group Global 
Gateway Alliance, one of 
three teams that responded 
to the Port Authority’s re-
quest for qualifications.

Global Gateway Alli-
ance combines the exper-
tise of leaders in business, 
government, academia 
and labor working toward 
improvement of the metro-
politan area’s airports. The 
proposed terminal would 
be one-third larger than 
the current central termi-
nal with 1.3 million square 
feet.

The new $2.4 billion 
Central Terminal Build-

ing will be the centerpiece 
of LaGuardia’s $3.6 billion 
redevelopment project, ac-
cording to the state comp-
troller’s office.

LaGuardia had 25.7 
million passengers in 2012, 

making it the 20th-largest 
domestic airport, accord-
ing to the comptroller’s of-
fice, but it still has no rail 
link. The Neoscape design 
leaves space for a direct 
subway line.

Neither Neoscape nor 
Global Gateway Alliance 
would comment, while Port 
Authority spokesman Ron 
Marisco said, “We have an 
ongoing process now with 

finalists completing RFPs 
that are due this spring. 
After submission, the RFPs 
will be reviewed by PA staff 
and a proposal chosen.”

The LaGuardia rede-

velopment is expected to be 
completed in 2021.

“I’m glad the Port 
Authority is investing in 
much-needed renovations 
at LaGuardia Airport,” 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “Our 
first-rate city requires an 
equally first-rate airport 
to welcome visitors, and 
Queens residents who live 
near LaGuardia deserve 
to share their neighbor-
hood with a better-looking 
and better-equipped local 
landmark. I look forward 
to seeing the new terminal 
come to life and hope the 
Port Authority will work 
closely with the airport’s 
neighbors throughout the 
process.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

New design for the new main terminal at LaGuardia Airport includes 
space for a future direct subway line. Image courtesy Neoscape

Design for a new main terminal at LaGuardia released
Global Alliance one of three teams to fi le plans for ambitious renovations with the Port Authority

The Calvary@Home Nurse.
The same world-renowned compassion and care

right in your very own home.
Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most important 
decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a century, Calvary 
Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain management and 
emotional comfort to patients suffering from advanced cancer and other 
chronic and acute terminal illnesses. The same Calvary discipline of 
unique compassion and care is also provided by our home care and 
hospice teams right in your very own home or select nursing homes. It’s 
called Calvary@Home. Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home 
is considered one of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for 
your patient, but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s 
another reason why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life 
Continues. Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

tient Services

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org

The design for the proposed main terminal at LaGuardia features 
1.3 million square feet, a third more than the current terminal. 

Image courtesy Neoscape
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BY SHANANA JACKSON

Lauren Schwartzberg, 
a 17-year-old senior at Ben-
jamin Cardozo High School 
in Bayside and newly li-
censed driver, won a 2014 
Ford Mustang Convertible 
at the National American 
Miss Pageant held in Hol-
lywood, Calif.

Schwartzberg was sur-
prised with the convertible, 
decorated in balloons and a 
big bow, outside her school, 
at 57-00 223rd St. March 7. 
She has been competing 
in pageants since she was 
a preteen and credits the 
National American Miss 
Pageant with instilling her 
with confidence.

The National Ameri-
can Miss Pageant is an 
organization that strives 
to empower young woman 
by fostering confidence, 
citizenship, service, better 
academics and the develop-
ment of talent. Contestants 
are judged on the basis of 
their personal on-stage in-
troduction, résumé, com-
munity service and posing 
in an evening gown. They 
are also judged on a series 
of interviews.

Schwartzberg is in-
volved in numerous activi-
ties. She is a volunteer with 
more than 500 hours of doc-
umented community ser-
vice. Schwartzberg is also 
an honor student, president 
of the National English 
Honor Society, a member of 
Cardozo’s play production 
team and an opera student.

She is an aspiring 
child psychologist and 
promotes her platform on 
the importance of physical 
activity and mental well-
being. She has received nu-
merous statewide awards 
for service, scholarship, 
spirit, acting, modeling, 
speech-making and even 
best résumé.

Although Schwartz-
berg did not win the Nation-
al American Miss Pageant, 
she placed as the nation’s 
first runner-up. A twist of 
fate led her to win the 2014 
Ford Mustang Convertible 
as a prize. The randomly 
selected drawing can be 
decided between as many 
as 600 to 800 National Miss 
participants.

Winners are given the 

choice of a lump sum of 
the monetary payment of 
$19,000, monthly payments 
of up to 36 months or the 
prize of the 2014 Mustang 
Convertible.

Schwartzberg chose 
the car and appeared elated 
as she zoomed out of the 
parking lot of Benjamin 
Cardozo.

She strongly encourag-
es girls to join pageantry.

“No matter the out-
come, you are always a 
winner when you do your 
personal best,” she said.

The next National 
American Miss Pageant for 
New York state will be held 
in August and is open to 
young woman between the 
ages of 6 and 20.

Lauren Schwartzberg is pictured in the driver’s seat of her new 
car. Photo courtesy Laura Schmitt

Cardozo pupil, 17, wins car 
in American Miss pageant

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue,  
Middle Village, New York 11379
(718) 366-7400

Christ The King High School Standout 
Named Gatorade® New York Girls Basketball 

Player Of The Year
In its 29th year of honoring the nation’s best high school athletes, The Gatorade Com-
pany, in collaboration with USA TODAY High School Sports, announced Sierra Cal-
houn of Christ the King High School as its 2013-14 Gatorade New York Girls Basketball 
Player of the Year. Calhoun is the seventh Gatorade New York Girls Basketball Player 
of the Year to be chosen from Christ the King High School.
The award, which recognizes not only outstanding athletic excellence, but also high 
standards of academic achievement and exemplary character demonstrated on and 
off the court, distinguishes Calhoun as New York’s best high school girls basketball 
player. Now a finalist for the prestigious Gatorade National Girls Basketball Player 
of the Year award announced in March, Calhoun joins an elite alumni association of 
past state girls basketball awardwinners, including Candace Parker (2001-02, Na-
perville Central HS, Ill.), Diana Taurasi (1998-99 & 1999-00, Don Antonio Lugo HS, 
Calif.), Maya Moore (2005-06 Collins Hill HS, Ga.), Rashanda McCants (2004-05, 
Asheville HS, N.C.), Shyra Ely (1999-00, Ben Davis HS, Ind.) and Lisa Leslie (1988-
89, Morningside HS, Calif.)
The 6-foot senior guard led the Royals to a 21-4 record and the semifinals of the 
state Catholic high school championships. Calhoun averaged 24.0 points, 9.3 re-
bounds, 4.0 steals and 3.5 assists per game. A First Team All-American selection by 
the Women’s Basketball Coaches Association, she was also chosen to play in the 
McDonald’s High School All-American Game and is a two-time First Team All-State 
honoree.
Calhoun has maintained a B average in the classroom. She has volunteered locally 
assisting special needs students at an elementary school and coaching youth bas-
ketball players.
“She can dribble, shoot, come off screens, beat you inside,” said Scott Lagas, head 
coach at Archbishop Molloy High.“She doesn’t take bad shots and she gets her 
teammates involved. There’s not much she can’t do.”
Calhoun has signed a National Letter of Intent to play basketball on scholarship at 
Duke University this fall. The Gatorade Player of the Year program annually recog-
nizes one winner in the District of Columbia and each of the 50 states that sanction 
high school football, girls volleyball, boys and girls cross country, boys and girls 
basketball, boys and girls soccer, baseball, softball, and boys and girls track & field, 
and awards one National Player of the Year in each sport. The selection process is 
administered by the Gatorade high school sports leadership team in partnership 
with USA TODAY High School Sports, which work with top sport-specific experts 
and a media advisory board of accomplished, veteran prep sports journalists to 
determine the state winners in each sport.
Calhoun joins recent Gatorade New York Girls Basketball Players of the Year Saniya 
Chong (2012-13, Ossining High School), Breanna Stewart (2011-12 & 2010-11, Cice-
ro-North Syracuse High School), Bria Hartley (2009-10 & 2008-09,North Babylon), 
Samantha Prahalis (2007-08, Commack), and Lorin Dixon (2006–07, Christ the King) 
among the state’s list of former award winners.
To keep up to date on the latest happenings, become a fan of Gatorade Player of the 
Year on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. For more on the Gatorade Player of the 
Year program, including nomination information, a complete list of past winners and 
the announcement of the Gatorade National Player of the Year, visit www.gatorade.
com/poy.

Sierra surrounded by her fellow teammates as she is informed of the honor.

OUR END-OF-WINTER

UPRIGHT PIANO
SEE OUR AD IN THE GUIDE TO QUEENS

reg. prices
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

John Liu isn’t stepping 
out of the spotlight anytime 
soon.

The former city comp-
troller filed a lawsuit last 
week against the city Cam-
paign Finance Board for 
withholding $3.5 million 
in matching funds from his 
failed mayoral campaign.

“The system has been 
broken by out-of-contol bu-
reaucrats and unaccount-
able board members,” Liu 
said. “The CFB is an agency 
in dire need of reform.”

City campaign finance 
laws say that for every dol-
lar in small contributions 
candidates raise, they will 
receive $6 in public funds.

Liu was denied the 
funds after an investigation 
into his office’s campaign 
finance practices resulted 

in the conviction of his 
campaign treasurer and a 
fund-raiser. He was not ac-
cused of any wrongdoing.

The lawsuit, which 
was filed in Manhattan 
federal court, claimed the 
CFB’s decision was without 
adequate basis and violated 
Liu’s First Amendment 
rights.

It challenged the con-
stitutionality of the city’s 
campaign finance system, 
contending that it “violates 
the First and Fourteenth 
amendments of the United 
States Constitution by vest-
ing the Campaign Finance 
Board staff and appointed 
members with sweeping 
discretion and virtually no 
standards to guide the exer-
cise of that discretion.”

Liu came in fourth 
place in the Democratic 
mayoral primary, but has 

continued to maintain a 
public schedule since he 
left office in January, fuel-
ing rumors he might run 
for office again.

He put to bed rumors 
he might run against U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) when he endorsed her 
for re-election at the be-
ginning of March, but has 
dodged questions concern-
ing his political future and 
has not ruled out a run this 
election cycle.

In addition to his busy 
public schedule, Liu has 
been teaching municipal fi-
nance part time at Baruch 
College since January.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Cunningham Park has 
been selected to participate 
in a fund-raising project to 
provide financial support 
and increase awareness of 
green spaces nationwide. 

Department store 
chain Macy’s picked Cun-
ningham Park, situated 
between Fresh Meadows 
and Oakland Gardens in 
the northeast section of the 
borough, as one of 550 sites 
for its “Heart Your Park” 
fund-raising program. 

Macy’s partners with 
the National Recreation 
and Parks Association for 
its annual Secret Garden 
campaign, which formally 
introduces spring into the 
stores with new merchan-
dise and promotions, and 
recently introduced the 
Heart Your Park fund-rais-
er to be a part of the initia-

tive.
From now until March 

31, customers who shop at 
Macy’s stores in Flushing, 
Little Neck, Rego Park and 
Great Neck can donate $1 
or more at the register and 
100 percent of the donations 
will go toward benefitting 
Cunningham Park.

The department store 
has also agreed to match 

the amount of money do-
nated from customers at 
all stores, up to a total of 
$250,000, and will add the 
extra money to the Cun-
ningham Park fund.

“We are thrilled to 
partner with Macy’s and 
NRPA for ‘Heart Your Park’ 
this spring,” Marc Haken, 
president of Friends of 
Cunningham Park Inc., 
said in a release. “Through 
this wonderful program 
and donations by Macy’s 
customers, we are excited 
about the increased aware-
ness and additional fund-
ing for Cunningham Park. 
This park is a great asset 
to the community and we 
greatly appreciate Macy’s’ 
support.”

A full list of the parks 
chosen for the campaign 
can be found at macys.com/
parks.

Workers haul trees into the 
chipper in Cunningham Park.

Northeast Queens park chosen 
to promote green spaces in U.S.

John Liu fi les suit vs. city 
over lost matching funds

Our Technicians  

Are Proven Pros  

With Certification  

From ASE And  

N.Y. State  

Recognized

NYS 

INSPECTION 

STATION

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto  

Repair Service Station  

Please Call  

The BBB (212) 533-6200  
MEMBER OF  

BETTER  

BUSINESS  

BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

SPRING SPECIAL BRAKE SERVICE 
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

New Anti-Freeze

Battery
Pads or Reline Shoes

Dex Cool Anti-Freeze Add $10.00

Only  

$24
Reg. $29.95

$79 $99
$49

Dex-Cool 

Add $10

Most Foreign &  

Domestic Cars  

Includes:   

IO Point Safety  

Check and Up To 5  

Quarts Motor Oil

Rotate tires 
$10.00  extra

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 4.21.14

$20  

Additional For  

Semi-Metallic

TONY PANVINI,
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 4.21.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 4.21.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 4.21.14

Serving 

Bayside  

For Over 

25 Years
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BTCOLLEGE POINT’S BEST KEPT SECRET!

DIRECTIONS:
From Main Street, Flushing: Bus Q65 or Q20 to 

18th Avenue. Walk 1 block to 15th Avenue. Make a 

left. Walk to 121st Street. Large Gray Building Right 

After Parking Lot

Time: Approximately 15 minutes from Main Street

 

DRIVING:
Exit 20 – 20th Avenue, Whitestone Expressway. At 

light, make Left. Drive Straight one Mile. Cross Col-

lege Point Blvd. Right onto 120th Street. Right onto 

15th Avenue. Gray Building Across from U.S. Post 

Offi ce.

Time: Approximately 6 Minutes from Whitestone 

Expressway/20th Avenue

MONDAY–THURSDAY by appointment

FRIDAY–SUNDAY 10 a.m.–7 p.m.

A&J Closeouts is located at Academy Mailbox Co 
(Across the street from U.S. Post Offi ce)



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 2

1-2
7, 

20
14

    
   

TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

22

BT

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Charter school support-

ers gathered outside a southeast 
Queens church earlier this week, 
asking Albany to pass legislation 
that will provide the institutions 
with funding to build their own 
school houses.

“All we’re saying is we need 
equal opportunities for funding 
and for building schools in our 
neighborhood,” the Rev. Calvin 
Rice said outside the New Jeru-
salem Baptist Church, at 122-05 
Smith St.,  in South Jamaica Tues-
day.

Rice founded the Rochdale 
Early Advantage Charter School 
in 2010, and the academy’s 193 
students go to school every day in 
space provided by the church.

“This school here was found-
ed by myself and the reason I 
founded it was because I believe 
that children need to have a 
choice,” he said, adding that Ear-
ly Advantage would have to spend 
about 20 percent of its budget on 

rent and utilities if not for the 
church’s support. “The only way 
we survive is because this con-
gregation supports education and 
they support this school.”

The debate over charter 
schools seems as if it has intensi-
fied with each passing day ever 
since Mayor Bill de Blasio last 
month decided to deny space 
inside public school buildings 
that had been granted by the 
Bloomberg administration to 
three Success Academy charter 
schools, including one proposed 
to open next year inside August 
Martin High School in South Ja-
maica.

Success Academy is the larg-
est charter school network in the 
city and is run by a longtime de 
Blasio adversary. The city De-
partment of Education said the 
three co-locations were found to 
be poor fits after a review of all 
the co-locations authorized under 
the previous administration and 
is allowing another 13 charters to 
move forward, including one at IS 

59 in Springfield Gardens.
While de Blasio’s decision 

may be ambiguous as far as an au-
thoritative stance on the schools 
goes, it has certainly drawn a re-
action.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo weighed 

in on the debate, saying he would 
support legislation that provides 
charter schools with money to 
build their own facilities, and the 
state Senate last week included 
several proposals in its budget 
resolution supporting charter 

schools, including funding for fa-
cilities.

The budget deadline is April 
1.

Rice said it would take about 
$10 million to construct a school 
on the parking lot the church 
owns across the street from its 
building.

He was joined by advocates 
organized by Families for Excel-
lent Schools, a Wall Street-backed 
pro-charter group.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) said he believed in 
school choice and supported Al-
bany’s proposals.

“Look, when you have an 
idea of how to educate a child, 
as Dr. Rice does, then we need 
to make sure that ... we can also 
build facilities and have capital 
dollars available so that we can 
build those facilities,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks joins charter school supporters at a rally outside South 
Jamaica’s New Jerusalem Baptist Church. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Southeast Queens church rallies for charter school funding
New Jerusalem Baptist, Meeks support Cuomo proposal to provide money for new construction

Hillcrest Jewish Center
EGALITARIAN CONSERVATIVE SYNAGOGUE

Invites You To Visit Our Warm Welcoming Community

OPEN HOUSE 
Sun Mar 30, 11:00am – 1:30pm 

Light Kosher Lunch @ 11am
Make-Your-Own Sundaes @ 1pm

Learn about Jewish Education (children & adults), 

Youth and Family programs, Jewish Festivals, 

Mitzvah Project, our Gym, Pool, Camp and more

Children’s program and facility tours offered 

RSVP to reserve for lunch! 
718-380-4145, info@hillcrestjc.org 
183-02 Union Turnpike, Fresh Meadows

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771
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MAKE SURE THE REST 

OF YOUR LIFE IS THE 

BEST OF YOUR LIFE.

 2.25% APY*

5, 6, or 7 Year IRA CD

3 Year Bump Up IRA CD**

 1.35% APY*

Open an IRA today. Deposit $2,000 or more and receive 
a free luggage tag or 100 Ridgewood Reward points.†

Bring this ad to one of our branches and you could 
win a $500 JetBlue gift card.***

*  Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective January 27, 2014 and are subject to change without notice. Minimum deposit is $500. There is
 a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for  premature withdrawals. FDIC regulations apply.**  You have the one-time option, at any time during 
the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term.† Limit 
one gift per IRA account holder. Offer available for new IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2014. Minimum deposit to qualify 
for gift is $2,000 and CD term must be at least one year. The bank reserves the right to substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Check 
www.RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection.*** Odds of winning depend upon number of entries. You do not need to be a bank 
customer to enter. Must be 18 years old or older to participate. One entry per person during the contest period (February 12 - April 15, 2014) is 
permitted. Drawing will take place on May 1, 2014. Entrants need not be present to win. No purchase necessary to win; entry forms are available 
at any Ridgewood Savings Bank branch and are available during normal branch hours. To enter by mail, write name, address and phone number 
on a 3”x 5” index card and mail to: Marketing Department, Ridgewood Savings Bank, 71-02 Forest Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385. Mailed entries 
must be received by 12pm on April 15, 2014. Employees, Trustees and agents of Ridgewood Savings Bank, their immediate families and those 
living in the same household of any of the aforementioned individuals are not eligible to participate. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. BXT

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD TAX PROS

$20OFF

YOUR TAX RETURN 

PREPARATION
NEW CLIENTS ONLY

Family Owned with Over 50 Years Experience 
Preparation of Individual, Corporate and Partnership Returns

Returns Prepared While You Wait
No Appointment Necessary—Reasonable Fees

PSYLLOS&PSYLLOS
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

There aren’t many sure things in the 
world’s busiest city. Fortunately for 
Queens, there’s Qside’s low-risk, low-
�����������	
��	���	�����	�����	�	
��������������	 ��	 ����	 ���	 ��������	
into higher dividends for you. Little 
risk, big rewards.

�����	 ����	 ��	 ������	 ��	 ��!!	 "�����	
your account online. Enjoy life more.

�������	��
�������
������
�

0.40%
#�������	��	��!!�

�$�$$$
%�"����	&���

!'!%
Balances of 
�)!!�!!!*

%�"����	&���

�+/0 �+/0

Discover the rewards of Qside  
CDs at QsideFCU.org.

Federally Insured by NCUA
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield
Rates subject to change without notice. Visit website 
for complete list of rates and terms.  

1�2�3	
��4
5+6�7�8/

"9#283
"9:3/

1-Year Term 1-Year Term
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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BY SHAHANA JACKSON
 
State Assemblyman 

Ron Kim (D-Flushing) 
awarded two LaGuardia 
Community College stu-
dents $250 each for winning 
the Grit Essay Contest.

The contest is part of 
a project to honor people in 
the community who show 
grit and determination 
in striving for long-term 
goals.

Kat Lam, of Flush-
ing, and Nancy Li Xiuqin, 
of Elmhurst, were the La-
Guardia students who won 
the contest. The Flushing 
law offices of Gary S. Park 
sponsored the competition.

“This initiative is cen-
tered around and geared 
towards assisting individu-
als who are resilient, pas-
sionate and determined,” 
said Kim. “Its goal is to 
identify and highlight the 
amazing stories of individ-
uals who show the ideals 
of grittiness through their 
own struggles and obstruc-
tion in life.”

Lam, a native of China, 
came to the United States 
with her mother in 2011. 
Her family immediately 
felt financial pressures and 
had no choice but to rent a 
single room in Flushing. 
Lam and her mother were 
forced to share a bed.

Kat focused on sav-
ing money for college and 
worked at a local grocery 
and shoe store to make ends 

meet. In her spare time she 
went to the library to im-
prove her English.

Lam had enough mon-
ey to cover the costs for her 
tuition and enrolled at La-
Guardia in spring 2012 as 
a biology major with hopes 
of becoming an oncolo-
gist. She endured a gruel-
ing schedule that included 
work during the day and 
classes at night.

Unfortunately, Lam 
had further setbacks when 
doctors found a tumor and 
had to perform surgery 
to remove it. The opera-
tion did not stop her and 
she eventually went on to 
do medical research on a 
project presented to the 
National Collegiate Honors 
Council, a national associa-
tion of honors programs at 
four-year and two-year col-
leges. She took first place 
in the science presentation 
competition.

Lam will be graduat-
ing in February and hopes 
to be enrolled in a molecu-
lar and cellular biology 
program at Johns Hopkins 
or Cornell this fall. Her 
goal is to become a scientist 
so she can research and de-
velop cancer vaccines.

Xiuqin was also born 
in China to parents in the 
restaurant business, but 
she always aspired to a 
where she could help peo-
ple. She enrolled in LaGuar-
dia’s GED Bridge to College 
and Career’s program in 

hopes of becoming a physi-
cal therapy assistant. She 
worked in a restaurant but 
struggled to balance school 
and work. Although Xiuqin 
often thought about drop-
ping out of school, she per-
severed.

Xiuqin improved her 
English, maintained a high 
GPA and qualified for ac-
ceptance into the Phi Theta 
Kappa International Hon-
ors Society. She will earn 
her associate degree next 
month and hopes to trans-
fer to Columbia University 
to pursue her education.

The assemblyman was 
particularly impressed by 
the diligence of the contest 
winners. Parks praised the 
winners for their perse-
verance and thanked Kim 
for his participation and 
support. Researchers have 
found that grit, spirit and 
perseverance were more 
important to success than 
IQ and talent.

“When you walk down 
any part of my district in 
Flushing, you will see grit 
every single day,” Kim said. 
“Whether it’s a working-
class mother juggling two 
jobs or an immigrant stu-
dent staying after school 
for several hours to learn 
English.”

He added, “I see my 
role as a public servant to 
help these gritty individu-
als find a platform to show-
case the strength of our 
community.”

Assemblyman Ron Kim; (l.-r.) sponsor Gary Park, Esq.; Karen Lee; Kat Lam; Susan Stuart; Michael 
Baston, LaGuardia Community College’s vice president for Student Affairs; and Lee’s husband, Victor, 
gather together. Photo courtesy Ron Kim

LaGuardia students win 
$250 in Kim essay contestSTOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.
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SPA  &  HAIR  SALON

HAIRDRESSER WANTED

YOUR HAIR  STYLE, CUT, COLOR  
IS THE PERFECT MEDIUM 

TO EXPRESS YOURSELF AND 
IS CERTAINLY A BETTER ACCESSORY 

THAN A HERMÉS BAG! 
SUNSHINE SPA & HAIR SALON 

WILL MAKE IT EVEN MORE 
SPECTACULAR!

SPECIAL PRICING
9am-7pm Tuesday-Saturday

9am-6pm Sunday
Wash and Blow Dry*

Haircut with Blow Dry*
Perm with Cut and Blow Dry*

European Hair Color Touch-up*
1 ½ Hour Facial
1 Hour Massage

Cavi-Lipo Cellulite Treatment**
*with selected hairdresser only

**the most advanced ultrasound system

OPEN 6 DAYS  Tue-Sat: 9am-7pm  (7pm-12midnight by appointment only)  Sun: 9am-6pm

718.767.8655
152-67 10th Avenue 

Whitestone, NY 11357

In Mall Area 
Plenty of FREE PARKING 

Next to Waldbaum’s
Gift Certifi cates Available!

1-855-444-0777 | 45-07 248th Street, 2nd Floor | Little Neck, NY 11362 | Email: info@lnny.UnitedDentalGroup.com

CROWNS

DENTURES

IMPLANT CROWNS & BRIDGES

IMPLANT DENTURES & MORE

$69 
INITIAL 
EXAM
includes 

cleaning & x-rays

2 IMPLANT
SUPPORTED 

DENTURE
for $5,500

4 IMPLANTS
SUPPORTED OVER 

DENTURES
INCLUDES RELINING, 

LOCATOR & ADJUSTMENTS

for $8,000

FREE
IMPLANT CONSULATATION
with our implant specialized doctor,

JOSEPH H. BANG, DDS
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Prosthodontist/Implantologist

Clinical Professor at Ashman Implant Dept. NYU
Comlumbia University Post Graduate Prosthodontics

Columbia University Advanced Edu. in Implant Dentistry
New York University Implant Fellowship
Academy of Osseointegration Member

American College of Prosthodontists Member
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Photos by Yinghao Luo

Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Christina Santucci
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www.Emigrant.comwww.Emigrant.com

Applicants May Qualify for Up to $2,000** in Closing Costs and 
0.375%** Off the Rate!

Emigrant Mortgage 
Current Specials!

First-Time Homebuyers May Save $500 in Closing Costs!
First-Time Homebuyer Incentive*

Mortgage Purchase / Refinance Incentive*

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. Member 
FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are believed to be correct 
but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to 
extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete 
application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products, and/or programs, or incentives are available in all states and/or localities and/or for 
all loan amounts. Incentives are exclusive and cannot be combined with any other offers. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties, including other Lenders.  
Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  
Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 01/15/2014

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Applicants May Qualify for Up to $2,00
0.375%** Off the Rate!

Em
Cu

First-Time Homebuyers M
First-Tim

Mortgage Purchase / Refinance

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brookl

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan

our g
ift

our g
ift

 t
o y

ou!

 t
o y

ou!

Each of the above offers 
are exclusive and cannot be 
combined with other offers.

Contact Me Today Contact Me Today 
To See If  You Qualify!To See If  You Qualify!

**Available based on borrower income or census tract eligibility.

*Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

Emily Y. Lui (347) 276-8123 
LuiE@EmigrantMortgage.com

NMLS#344503

By now, you’ve heard all about the Affordable Care Act. 
Maybe you’re not sure what to do. Call MetroPlus today 
and we can answer all your questions. We can help you 
keep the coverage you have now or talk to you about an 
affordable new plan that’s just right for you. Join one of the 

top-ranked health plans in NYC for almost 10 years.*

One of the most affordable 
health plans on the NY State of 

Health Marketplace. 

Enroll by March 31.

*Based on indicators chosen by the New York State Department of Health and published in its publication  
A Consumer’s Guide to Medicaid Managed Care in NYC 2003-2012. 

WHAT’S YOUR PLAN?
Choose Quality. Choose Affordability. Choose MetroPlus.

Call 1.855.809.4073
M E T R O P L U S . O R G

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND      AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND!

1
%

 I
S

 A
LL

 Y
O

U
 P

A
Y

 T
O

 D
R

IV
E 

A
W

A
Y

! 
W

E 
A

R
E 

S
U

R
E 

TO
 H

A
V

E 
A

 C
A

R
 T

O
 F

IT
 Y

O
U

R
 B

U
D

G
ET

!

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Some of New York 
City’s worst-maintained in-
frastructure is in Queens, 
including highways, bridg-
es, water quality standards 
and public housing, accord-
ing to a report by an urban 
think tank and planning 
agency.

The report by the Cen-
ter for an Urban Future 
said Queens is home to five 
of the nine worst-main-
tained highways in New 
York City. It said 9 percent 
of the borough’s bridges 
were structurally deficient 
and the public housing is 
in the worst physical con-
dition of those in any other 
borough.

Nine highways across 
the city had an inferior rat-
ing in 2012 and five of them 
are in Queens, including the 
Jackie Robinson Parkway, 
the Shorefront Parkway, 
the Cross Bay Parkway,  
Queens Boulevard and the 

Hempstead Turnpike.
The report said high-

way conditions in Queens 
have deteriorated in recent 
years. In 2012, 52 percent 
of Queens highways were 
rated fair or poor, up from 
38 percent in 2008.

Other problems listed 
by the report:

• A total of 29.7 percent 
of streets in Queens were 
in fair or poor condition. 
This is worse than Brook-
lyn, where 27.2 percent of 
streets were in fair or poor 
condition, but better than 
Manhattan (42.7 percent), 
Staten Island (40.1 percent) 
and the Bronx (34 percent).

• New York City Hous-
ing Authority developments 
in Queens have the most de-
teriorated building facades 
and roofs, according to U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development inspec-
tions. The average building 
exterior or “envelope” in 
Queens scored 69 compared 
to 78 in Staten Island and 

Brooklyn, 79 in Manhattan 
and 81 in the Bronx.

• Two NYCHA devel-
opments with the greatest 
facade capital needs are 
in Queens: Pomonok has 
$124.4 million in capital 
needs and Ravenswood has 
$108.5 million in capital 
needs. Overall, four NY-

CHA complexes in Queens 
are among the 11 NYCHA 
developments that need 
more than $70 million in fa-
cade repairs through 2016. 
The other two are Queens-
bridge South and North.

The report said many 
of the oldest waste water 
treatment plants are in 

eastern Queens, including 
Jamaica (built in 1943) and  
Bowery Bay near Flushing 
(built in 1939).

Only 17 percent of 
repair funds for Queens 
schools has been pledged in 
the four-year Capital Com-
mitment Plan, the lowest of 
any borough.

Queens also has the 
most sewage outflows into 
New York Harbor with 21 
compared to Bronx (17), 
Manhattan (15), Brooklyn 
(16) and Staten Island (2).

Neither Alley Creek 
nor Flushing Bay complies 
with the water quality man-
dated by the federal Clean 
Water Act.

Finally, 67,000 Queens 
residents have no access to 
broadband service.

Looking at New York 
City in general, more than 
1,000 miles of water mains 
are more than 100 years 
old, resulting in frequent 
breaks. There were 403 wa-
ter main breaks last year. 
Gas mains are 56 years old 
on average.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Workers block off the center lanes on Northern Boulevard to perform electrical work in anticipation 
of Northern Boulevard’s road resurfacing. Northern Boulevard was among five Queens highways said 
to be poorly maintained. Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens’ highways, streets in bad shape: Study

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

www.northshorerehabilitation.com

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
Leg, Low Back Weakness
Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
Difficulty Walking
Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

1.866.6VAUGHN � vaughn.edu
ENGINEERING  �  TECHNOLOGY  �  MANAGEMENT  �  AVIATION

think

think Innovation

SPRING OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, March 29 and April 5
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BY SHANICE PUNNETT 

Twelve winning writers and 12 illus-
trators from around the globe — including 
Seonhee Lim of Long Island City — will be 
honored April 13 during the 30th annual 
L. Ron Hubbard Achievement Awards.

The event will be held at the famed 
Wilshire Ebell Theatre at 6:30 p.m. This 
year also marks the silver anniversary 
for the Illustrators of the Future Contest, 
where its first 25 years will be celebrated.

By combining her love for fantasy 
adventure books and games with comic 
books, Lim created fantasy art. Current-
ly, she works as a freelance illustrator in 
New York, telling stories with drawings 
and paintings.

Throughout the contest’s 30-year his-
tory, more than 650 writers have been rec-
ognized as winners.

“What’s amazing to me is that a good 
60 to 70 percent of winners go on to suc-
cessful careers,” says New York Times best 
selling author Kevin J. Anderson. “You 
could call it the ‘American Idol’ for writers 
— long before there ever was such a show.”

Participating in the ceremony will 
be authors Anderson (the “Dune” pre-
quels), Orson Scott Card (“Ender’s Game”), 
Larry Niven (“Ringworld”), Jerry Pour-
nelle (“A Mote in God’s Eye”), Tim Powers 
(“On Stranger Tides”) and Robert Sawyer, 
known as Canada’s dean of science fiction.

Also attending are award-winning art-
ists Cliff Nielsen (“The Chronicles of Nar-
nia” book covers,) Larry Elmore (“Dun-
geons & Dragons” book covers) and Steven 
Hickman, who will all be presenting.

The highlight of the ceremony will be 
the announcement of the year’s two grand 
prize winners, who will each receive $5,000. 
Quarterly winners also receive cash prizes 
ranging from $500 to $1,000. Their winning 
stories will be published in the annual an-
thology “L. Ron Hubbard Presents Writers 
and Illustrators of the Future, Volume 30.”

The “Writers of the Future” writing 
contest was initiated by Hubbard in 1983 

to provide a means for inspiring writers to 
get that much-needed break.

Hubbard, born in 1911, was a humani-
tarian, author and founder of the Church of 
Scientology. He died in 1986 in California.

Due to the contest’s success, the sister 
contest, Illustrators of the Future, was cre-
ated five years later to provide that same 
opportunity for aspiring artists.

More than 300 past winners of the 
writing contest have published 838 novels 
and nearly 4,000 short stories. Their works 
have sold more than 50 million copies.

Also, more than 200 past winners of 
the illustrating contest have produced 
more than 4,500 illustrations and more 
than 300 comic books. They have also con-
tributed to TV shows and major movies.

For more information, contact me-
diarelationscarmen@gmail.com or visit 
writersofthefuture.com or facebook.com/
WritersAndIllustratorsOfTheFuture.

To see the awards ceremony online, 
visit youtube.com/writersofthefuture.

Seonhee Lim combines her love of fantasy ad-
venture books and games with comic books in 
her work. Photo courtesy Galaxy Press

Long Island City artist wins 
Illustrators of Future contest
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It’s college application time and your 
teen has taken the SAT or ACT, kept up 
his or her grades, written a stellar essay 
and completed all college applications. 
There is one more piece to the college 
admissions puzzle that could potentially 
gain your teen the acceptance he or she 
seeks: the college admissions interview. 
“Not all colleges require a college admis-
sions interview, but many of the compet-
itive institutions do, as do some colleges’ 
departments or schools that require 
secondary admission,” says Eileen Hun-
tington of Huntington Learning Center. 
“The admissions interview intimidates 
many prospective students, but we en-
courage them to approach this as an op-
portunity to put a face to a name, make a 
good impression and articulate face-to-
face why they would be a great student 
at the college.” 

Huntington offers a few tips to stu-
dents as they prepare for the college ad-
missions interview: 

The interviewer might want to learn 
more about your reasons for wanting to 
attend the college and the components of 
your background that would make you 
an ideal fit. There are no wrong answers 
in an admissions interview, since the in-
terviewer simply wants to get to know 
you better. However, the more you pre-
pare, the more polished you will come 
across. 

While you might feel tempted to em-
bellish your résumé or act in a way you 
think might impress the interviewer, 
it is better to be honest about who you 
are and what you have to offer. That 
may even mean discussing lessons you 
have learned from challenges or fail-
ures. 

You should treat the admissions in-
terview as a chance to share your goals, 
educational journey, future plans and ex-
citement about the college. Although the 
interviewer wants you to feel comfort-
able, treat this interview as you would 
a job interview. Come ready to answer a 
variety of questions about yourself in a 
direct and clear way. 

Avoid cracking jokes, using inappro-
priate language or sharing too much 
personal information. Relax and be 
yourself, but remember that this is still 
an interview for college admission.

There is a good chance that you will 
be asked if you have any questions. Do 
your research about the college and the 
program or programs in which you are 
interested and develop a list of questions 
before your interview. Have them ready 
just in case. 

While there may be time allotted 
for questions, choose those questions 
wisely. You could easily find out about 
the admissions process and extracurric-
ular activities on the college’s website. 

“The admissions interview is a great 
opportunity and should not be a source of 
anxiety,” Huntington reminds students. 
“Look on the college’s website for any 
interview guidelines or tips, spend time 
preparing for the interview, and most im-
portant, put your very best foot forward.” 

For more tips on effective interview-
ing, admissions success and more, con-
tact Huntington Learning Center at 
1-800 CAN LEARN or visit Huntington’s 
Resource Library at http://huntington-
helps.com/resource/library/. 

Founded in 1977, Huntington is a pio-
neer and leader in the tutoring industry. 
For over 35 years, Huntington has pro-
vided quality instruction to hundreds of 
thousands of students. Huntington prides 
itself on being “Your Tutoring Solution” 
for students in all grades and subjects. 
They tutor in reading, phonics, math 
and study skills; as well as advanced 
math and science subjects ranging from 
algebra through calculus and general 
science through physics. They also pre-
pare students for state and standardized 
entrance exams, such as high school en-
trance exams and the SAT and ACT. 

Learn more about Huntington at 
www.huntingtonhelps.com. For infor-
mation on franchise opportunities, visit 
www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Dos and Don’ts for College 
Admissions Interviews

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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LATE PAGE

Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:

I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 
like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 

Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 
hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 

keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.

This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 

power of nature to 

help put life back 

into your lifestyle
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Honor them with an ad 
in TimesLedger Newspapers 

special issue published 
May 9, 2014!

Deadline May 2, 2014
For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537 
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (3.5” x 4.5”)  1/8 H (3.5” x 2.15”)

1/12 Page (2.3” x 2.15”)
1/2V (3.5” x 9.125”)  1/2H (7.25” x 4.5”)

Full Page (7.25” x 9.125”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens 

Impact Awards Winners?
HONOREES

Gianna Cerbone-Teoli
Don and Katha Cato
Salvatore Lopizzo

Hakeem Rahim
Audra Fordin

George Subraj
Andrew Koslosky

Dr. Joseph J. Lieber
Lakia Echols
Greg Mays

Mandy Kelso
Carmine DeSena
Virginia DeMillio
Andrea Adams

Ronnie and Hank Around
Carly Rose Nieves

Kwanghee Kim
Mandingo Tshaka

Carl Ballenas
Lily Gavin

Rodney Pride
Susan Agin

Rev. Philip Craig
Michael McCreesh

Lucy Hossain

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 8, 2014

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Thursday, 
May 15th, 

2014

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The Clinton Demo-
cratic Club commended 
Tuesday evening several 
honorees whose areas of 
expertise range from act-
ing to poetry to advocacy 
as part of Women’s History 
Month.

The city’s 2014 youth 
poet laureate Ramya Ra-
mana, Center for the Wom-
en of New York founder 
Ann Jawin, young actress 
Fatima Ptacek and Helen 
Kim, of the Korean Ameri-
can Family Service Center 
were recognized during the 
meeting at Trattoria 35 in 
Bayside.

Ramana wowed the 
crowd with a reading of her 
poem, “A Letter to My Fu-
ture Daughter.”

“Never let the arched 
fingers of a man strangle 
around like a cane behind 
your collarbone,” the St. 
John’s University fresh-
man recited.

Fatima, known for 
being the voice of Dora in 
the cartoon series “Dora 
the Explorer” and her role 
in “Curfew,” credited her 
mother, Lucia Ptacek, with 
emigrating from Ecuador 
about 20 years ago and 
working tirelessly to pro-
vide for her family. “Cur-
few” won the 2012 Academy 
Award for Best Live Action 
Short Film.

“She is the light of my 

life,” the 13-year-old said. 
“She still manages to instill 
all of the really important 
things in me and I think 
she’s really the reason I am 
who I am today.”

And Jawin addressed 
sex trafficking and domes-
tic violence.

“We have to impress 
upon the young ladies and 
the young women that they 
have to be self-sufficient,” 

Clinton Dems celebrate 
Women’s History Month

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Queensboro Hill book-
worms will soon have their 
library back.

The Queensboro Hill 
branch of the Queens Pub-
lic Library, at 60-05 Main 
St. in Flushing, is poised to 
reopen March 25 at 1 p.m. 
after a yearlong renova-
tion, a library spokeswom-
an said.

The library closed in 
February 2013 for the reno-
vations, which included a 
new handicap-accessible 
entryway and bathroom, a 
new lobby with new furni-
ture and decor, self-check-
out machines and 24-hour 
check-in capabilities.

“The renovations at 
Queens Library at Queens-
boro Hill have created a 

more welcoming atmo-
sphere by redesigning 
the entryway and lobby 
and making the library 
handicap-accessible,” said 
Thomas Galante, president 
of Queens Public Library. 
“The self-check-in and self-
check-out are big customer 
service improvements. The 
new decor is vibrant and 
attractive. The best way to 
see how great the library 
looks is to visit and see for 

yourself.”
The work was done by 

the city Department of De-
sign and Construction and 
the total project cost ap-
proximately $950,000.

During the closure, 
staff were deployed to other 
Queens libraries to help fill 
in at those locations.

The library will have a 
full schedule of programs, 
as it did before the renova-
tions, including story times 
for young children, home-
work help and educational 
and informational pro-
grams for adults.

There is a gala concert 
of Chinese music sched-
uled for April 18 and more 
programs will be added to 
the schedule in the coming 
weeks, the spokeswoman 
said.

The Queensboro Hill library is 
set to reopen its doors March 
25. Photo by Alex Robinson

Queensboro Hill library poised 
to reopen after major renovation

Fatima Ptacek (c.) hugs her mother, Lucia Ptacek, as Ramya 
Ramana looks on. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 38
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she said. “They really don’t 
have many other resources 
and they get tricked into 
it.”

Kim spoke about the 
higher percentage of Kore-
ans in New York City who 
are living below the pov-
erty line as compared with 
the rest of the population 
and told attendees that of 
the calls that come in to the 
KAFSC, 70 percent relate 
to domestic violence and 

sexual assault.
Borough President 

Melinda Katz swore in the 
club’s new leadership. 

Chuck Apelian took 
over the role of president 
from City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Whitestone). 
Marsha Khan was installed 
as vice president, Roxanne 
Carabos as secretary, Mi-
chael Serao as treasurer 
and Breeana Mulligan as 
media and public relations 
recording secretary.

Katz said she was cel-
ebrating her 20th year in 
public service, having first 
been elected in February 

1994 to the state Assembly.
“Women in history, 

women in government, 
we’ve had a long haul,” 
Katz said. “Clearly we need 
to get elected, get ahead in 
government, but also bring  
folks up. We also need to 
elect, and this cannot be 
discounted, men who un-
derstand the trials that 
women go through to get 
elected.”

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com by phone at 718-
260-4589.

right now. This bill will cut 
into that.”

Abhi Mathur, one of 
the owners of the 15-year-
old Usha Foods market at 
255-03 Hillside Ave. that 

hosted the conference, 
thanked Israel for his com-
mitment to helping small 
businesses thrive. He said 
the bill would go a long way 
toward bolstering family-
owned companies like his 
in times of need.

“Any time the gov-
ernment creates an envi-

ronment for small busi-
nesses that is conducive for 
growth, it’s good for us,” he 
said. “This is a step in the 
right direction.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

approval to fix it? No. The 
DOT must use the mandate 
of Vision Zero to revoke the 
veto power of community 
boards and begin install-
ing life-saving infrastruc-
ture today.”

Vision Zero is the ac-
tion plan to curb pedes-
trian fatalities using lower 
speed limits and using traf-
fic calming methods like 
slow zones.

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) said, “Creating 
slow zones would almost 
certainly reduce traffic-
related injuries and fatali-
ties. I stand by the notion 
that even one traffic-related 
death is one too many.”

Meanwhile, elected 
officials and members of 
Make Queens Safer called 
for the public’s help in find-
ing the killer of a 64-year-
old Richmond Hill man 
who was struck and killed 
on Northern Boulevard 
March 8.

The NYPD is still look-
ing for the driver of a black 
or dark-colored Chevy 
Blazer that fatally struck 
Kumar Ragunath while he 
crossed the street at 40th 

Road. The father of three 
and grandfather of six be-
came the second person 
struck and killed on North-
ern Boulevard in the last 
three months. More than 
550 people were injured on 
the boulevard last year.

“Northern Boulevard 
is one of the borough’s 
deadliest stretches, and 
making it safer for all will 
continue to be a priority for 
my office,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said.

Cristina Furlong, co-
founder of Make Queens 
Safer, called for street rede-
sign in the area.

“That stretch of LIC 
is like the Wild West of 
development with greedy 
property owners measur-
ing square footage with dol-
lar signs in their eyes,” she 
posted on the Make Queens 
Safer Facebook page.  “It is 
tragic that a life can be tak-
en without repercussions, 
detestable that drivers have 
a steady disregard for our 
pedestrians or cyclists old 
and young.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

Continued from Page 5 

Slow zones

Continued from Page 37 

Clinton

Continued from Page 4 

Israel

Activists post mock signs in three neighborhoods advocat-
ing for Slow Zones to slow speeding drivers. 

Photo courtesy Cristina Furlong

SERVING BRUNCH & DINNER 

Rawbar
Seafood
Drinks

and More...
28-08 34th St. 

Astoria, NY 11103 

(718) 721-2112

www com
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

These seven words may have 
sealed Kitty Genovese’s fate 50 
years ago, on that cold morning of 
March 13, 1964: “There must have 
been 30 calls already.”   

In his provocative new book, 
“Kitty Genovese: The Murder, 

the Bystanders, the Crime That 
Changed America” — published 
earlier this month by W. W. Nor-
ton & Co. Inc. — Kevin Cook 
cracks the case with a no-holds-
barred, reality-TV look at a local 
crime that went viral 1960s-style, 
and the media hype and public fu-
ror swirling around it.

“I’ve come to believe the case 
is one of the most notorious, mis-
understood crimes in American 
history. As Kew Gardens’ Joseph 
DeMay was among the first to 
point out, the popular story of 
38 neighbors watching the mur-
der and doing nothing is just not 
true,” Cook said. “She was killed 

by him [the 
killer] and not 
by collective 
apathy. The 
precision of the 
number is what 
made the story 
stick in so many 
people’s minds.”

C a t h e r i n e 
Genovese had 
shed her good 
girl, Catholic 
school image 
early on, and was 
coming into her 
own during a tur-
bulent decade.

And Kitty 
couldn’t get enough of the smoky, 
edgy Greenwich Village scene 
and its bohemian vibe. Fascinat-
ed with the folkies and beatniks 
who hung out there, like Bob Dy-
lan and Forest Hills’ Simon and 
Garfunkel, she’d often escape 
into this exciting world — one 
that was only a 30-minute train 
ride from her staid Kew Gardens 
digs on Austin Street, by the LIRR 
station. It was where Kitty and 
her lover — blonde, Kim Novak 
look-a-like, Mary Ann Kielonko 
shared a life together.

The two were part of the un-
derground gay and lesbian scene 

in the Village. 
They had fallen in 
love in 1963, after 
slow-dancing in a 
crowded bar.

In Kew Gar-
dens, they would 
drop by The Inter-
lude Coffee Shop 
(now Odradeks 
Coffee Shop and 
Wine Bar) and 
watch rising 
music artists, 
like Al Kooper, 
perform there. 

C o o k 
f r e q u e n t e d 

Odradeks, while 
spending two years in the area 
doing research. Speaking to folks 
who knew Kitty, he wanted to 
find out about her life, since she 
was known almost exclusively as 
a victim. 

“In fact, she was a popular, 
generous person living at a re-
markable time,” he said. 

A 50-year-old secret she 
shared with next door neighbor, 
Sophie Farrar, is revealed in his 
book.

With dreams of opening her 
own Italian restaurant, Kitty put 
in long hours as a bartender and 

Continued on Page 43

Author Kevin Cook shines light on Kitty Genovese case 
50 years after the gruesome crime and investigation shook city

FOREST HILLS 
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This recent photograph of the building at 82-62 
Austin St. in Kew Gardens shows the site of the first 
of three attacks on Kitty Genovese that took place 
March 13, 1954. Author Kevin Cook recently released 
a book that re-examines the infamous murder. 

Photos courtesy Kevin Cook 
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #84 Hard #84

W
eek 40

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

 
A while ago I saw a Charlie 

Rose interview with Frank Lan-

gella on Channel 13.  Langella 
was starring in “King Lear” at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Mu-

sic and he had a lot to say about 
playing such a demanding role 
and his approach to acting.  Three 
elements of his craft are vital, he 
said: “Know the lines, know what 
they mean, and mean them when 
you say them.”

With that advice in mind, I 
am returning to the stage after a 
layoff of many years.  For a long 

period (1993-2010) my theater ef-
forts were as the producer of The 

Outrageous Fortune Company 

in presenting 50 contemporary 
plays of significance at Queens 

Theatre in the Park.  
This new venture, a play 

with a cast of seven, is “The 
Gemini Killer,” an original mys-
tery/thriller by local favorite 
Tom Williams.  Born and raised 
in South Ozone Park, Williams, 
a banker by profession, has di-
rected and appeared in at least 30 
plays in the last 20 years.  He has 
another play and a novel in his 
hope chest, but Gemini is the first 
to be produced.  The plot revolves 
around a wealthy and famous au-
thor who invites several strang-
ers to his home.  Sure enough, 
there is a murder, everyone is 
suspect, and all gets sorted out in 
the final scene.

Theatre Time Productions, 

run by the husband-and-wife duo 
of Kevin and Judy Vincent, have 
high hopes for this play and are 
presenting it at their latest venue, 
the Colonial Church of Bayside.  

Unlike most churches, Colonial 
has a separate and superior space 
for theater productions, and 
there’s ample street parking in its 
quiet residential neighborhood of 
Bayside Hills.

Only five performances of 
“The Gemini Killer” are sched-
uled: two Saturday nights, two 
Sunday afternoons, and a Friday 
night, March 29-April 6, with the 
opening night featuring a dessert 
buffet and mingling with the cast 
after the show.  As for me, my goal 
as an actor is somewhat less than 
Frank Langella’s: “Be seen, heard 
and understood, and don’t fall off 
the stage.”  

For tickets or more informa-
tion, call (347) 358-8102 or access 
www.theatretime.org. 

With the coming of spring, 
love is in the air, so you may want 
to get over to Forest Hills at Saint 
Luke’s Church to see The Gin-

gerbread Players’ production 
of “The Boy Friend.”  Described 
as the “classic boy-meets-girl ro-
mantic romp,” the 1954 Broadway 
original starred Julie Andrews.  
This energetic group always does 
good work, and for a ticket dona-
tion of a mere $12, you can’t go 
wrong.  Call (718) 268-7772, or visit 
www.gingerbreadplayers.org. 

I’m happy to report that 
Deb’s Web, the invaluable online 
weekly theater newsletter, is back 
in action.  Debbie Starker who 
runs the site – in a dozen years or 
so she has never missed a week 
– had a terrible onstage accident 
that laid her low for the past few 
months.  Still facing months of 
rehab, Debbie, in true show busi-
ness tradition, is going on.  Check 
her out at TiStar@optimun.net. 

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com

S. Ozone Park playwright’s fi rst piece set for its debut
Theatre Time Productions stages Tom Williams’ mystery/thriller ‘The Gemini Killer’ at Bayside venue

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

South Ozone Park playwright 
Tom Williams will have his play 
“The Gemini Killer” produced by 
Theatre Time Productions. 

Photo courtesy Ron Hellman
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

The old joke, “How do 
you get to Carnegie Hall? 
Practice, practice, prac-
tice,” could now sport a new 
punch line. 

Although preparation 
and rehearsal remain key 
to headlining at Carnegie, 
it does not hurt your chanc-
es if you attend Astoria’s 
Frank Sinatra School of the 
Arts or Forest Hills High 
School.

This weekend students 
from both Queens’ schools 
will perform selections 
from Duke Ellington’s Sa-
cred Music Project in the 
venerable hall’s Stern Au-
ditorium. It’s a return visit 
for both borough groups. 

“The first year Forest 
Hills did it, I think unani-
mously it was a great feel-
ing,” Forest Hills Senior 
Benjamin Abjierov said. 

The 17-year-old tenor, 
who has taken part in two 
previous Carnegie Hall 

concerts — including a pro-
gram of Carl Orff’s “Car-
mina Burana” and Osvaldo 
Golijov’s “La Pasión según 
San Marcos” — usually 
goes in for classical music, 
but said he was eager to ex-

pand his repertoire.  
“The genre is differ-

ent,” Abjierov said. “It’s a 
good feeling to get into the 
jazz world.”

Students begin re-
hearsing for the spring 

show not long after school 
starts in September. As the 
date nears, the number of 
sessions increases. 

On a chilly Tuesday 
afternoon early last month, 
the basement practice room 

of the DiMenna Center on 
Manhattan’s West 37th 
Street was packed with stu-
dent vocalists dressed all 
in black working their way 
through the song “David 
Danced.”

Damien Sneed, who’s 
listed under choral prepa-
ration in the concert’s pro-
gram, bounces around the 
cavernous, wood-paneled, 
sound-proof practice hall 
leading the young singers. 

The vocalists, ar-
ranged in four sections 
with the alto and soprano 
girls flanking either side 
of the bass and tenor boys, 
were having trouble jump-
ing back into the lyrics 
after a instrumental inter-
lude. 

“Come on, you know 
people are paying to come 
hear you sing,” Sneed 
joked. “You need to open 
your mouth. Use your in-
strument. You’re not ask-
ing a question. It’s an excla-
mation.”

Ellington’s joyous com-
position brings elements of 
jazz, blues, choral and clas-
sical music with African-
American spirituals and 
gospel. 

Queens singers take center stage at Carnegie Hall

Continued on Page 43

Forest Hills High School senior Benjamin Abjierov rehearses for the upcoming concert of New York City High School vocalists at Carnegie 
Hall. Forest Hills High School choral teacher Rob Koche fills in as pianist during a recent rehearsal. Photos courtesy Richard Termine
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Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner and 

the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

WE NOW OFFER

Free Delivery

MARCH SPECIAL
$9.99

(no substitutions, toppings extra)

FOR DELIVERY ONLY

We deliver Tuesday – Sunday, 5pm – 9:30pm
Friday & Saturday: Pizza Only

T H U R S DAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PIZZERIA

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli 

& fresh mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed 

w/ mushrooms, peas & asparagus 
in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers 

in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, 

peas & prosciutto 
in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter 

& lemon sauce)
No Substitutions or Takeouts

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PRODUCTIONS

“An Evening with Groucho” 
— Actor Frank Ferrante 
transforms into a young 
Groucho Marx and shares 
anecdotes, one-liners and 
songs, including “Hooray For 
Captain Spalding” and “Lydia, 
the Tattooed Lady.”
When: Friday, March 28, at 2pm; 
Saturday, March 29, at 2 pm and 
8 pm; Sunday, March 30 at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $42-$49/premium 
seating, $25/rear seating
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

“How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying” — The 
1960s Pulitzer prize-winning 
musical traces window washer 
J. Pierrepont Finch’s rise to the 
top of the World Wide Wicket Co.
When: Through March 30
Where: The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway

Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Uriel Acosta: I Want That 
Man!” — This Target Margin 
Theater production is a new 
adaptation of one of the central 
plays of Yiddish history. In 
17th-century Amsterdam, Uriel 
Acosta is excommunicated 
after questioning the status 
quo.
When: Through April 5
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

“The Gemini Killer” — Theatre 
Time Productions presents a 
new mystery thriller written by 
a local author. 
When: March 29 to April 6. 
Friday and Saturday at 8 pm 
and Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., 

Bayside
Cost: $16/adults, $14/seniors 
and children
Contact: (347) 358-8102

“The Boy Friend” — Sandy 
Wilson’s spoof of madcap 
1920s boy-meets-girl musicals 
is staged by The Gingerbread 
Players.
When: March 29 to April 6, 
Friday at 7:30 pm, Saturday 
at 2:30 pm and 7:30 pm and 
Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/suggested donation
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

“King Lear” — Titan Theatre 
Co. presents Shakespeare’s epic 
drama about an aging king and 
his three daughters. 
When: April 25 to May 11
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18, May 5 is Pay What 
You Can Night
Contact: (347) 738-5602
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“Allegro” — This Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical from 1947 
follows Joseph Taylor Jr., son 

Continued on Page 44
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Across
1. "Graphic" opening
5. Air Force One VIP
9. No longer sick
14. Juicy tidbit?
15. Baker-Charlie precursor
16. Greek market of old
17. 1979 nuclear accident site
20. Northern forests
21. Dancing siblings
22. "The Heartland Province"
25. Small batteries
26. Swim stroke
28. One teaspoon, maybe
32. Arctic covering
37. Contradict
38. "As Phony as a _______"
41. Booker of Newark
42. Spray cans
43. R.N.'s habitat
44. No longer cool
46. Bacon feature
47. Airport areas
53. Data gatherers, for short
58. Actress Shirley
59. Basketball violation
62. Fast breaker?
63. Having all your marbles
64. Are you ___ out?
65. Gold of "Benson"
66. Bird house?
67. E-mailer's option

Down
1. "Likewise"
2. "___ Frome"
3. Like some raises
4. Alpha's opposite
5. Cooking spray brand
6. Credit for driving people home?
7. Ex-governor Grasso
8. School board?

PLAY ON WORDSCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

March 21-27, 2014

By Ed Canty

TRIFECTA

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

M A M B A E A S E S P Y
A D I O S S K I M S U R I
D E T E S T P I L O T B A N
E N T R E E N O T A B L Y

S T E W E I R E
B A R S T O O D R O T C
A G E D H O N E S W I R L
R O P E E S S S T O A
B R O N C R E E F E B O N
A R I L S T R I P E N D
T R A P T R I M

T W O S O M E S L A C K S
S R I P R E D A T E L I N E
P A N S C R A M U T T E R
A Y E H E M P P A Y E E

9. Spanish houses
10. Good fruit with a bad name?
11. Arena sound
12. Crossword bird
13. Hires competition
18. Ring bearer, maybe
19. Emphatic type: Abbr.
23. Applied frosting
24. After-dinner sandwich?
27. Book of maps
28. Ball girls?
29. A hodgepodge Collection
30. Place for a catnap?
31. Slender fish
32. "The Seven Year ___"
33. Ah follower
34. Acts human?
35. Fall through the cracks?
36. "Yo!"
37. Pal, rapper-style

39. "___ we forget"
40. "Code" lead-in
44. Bridge declaration
45. Give one's word
46. Afire
48. Alert color?
49. Yankee great Roger
50. Carry ___ (sing on
pitch)
51. :
52. Mortimer the dummy
53. Bud holder
54. Asian language
55. "Fine" follower
56. Caddie's bagful
57. Bad mark?
60. "___ moment"
61. Maiden designation?

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

World’s Fair anniversaries — This 
year marks the 50th and 75th 
anniversaries of the 1964 and 
1939 World’s Fair held at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. The Greater 
Astoria Historical Society kicks 

things off with two fi lm screenings: 
“The World of Tomorrow — The 
1939 World’s Fair” and “Peace 
Through Understanding — The 1964 
World’s Fair.”
When: “The World of Tomorrow” 
— Saturday, March 22, at 1:30 pm; 
“Peace Through Understanding” 
— Saturday, March 29, at 1:30 pm

Where: Greater Astoria 
Historical Society, 35-20 
Broadway, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 278-0700
Website: www.astorialic.org

MUSIC

Joy Kelly and Christine 
Campbell — Families are 
invited to this concert of 
songs written, performed 
and inspired by women. This 
program is part of Women’s 
History Month at the library. 
When: Saturday, March 22, at 1 pm

manager at Ev’s 11th 
Hour, a popular Hollis 
tavern. Regulars said 
she was cheerful and op-
timistic. 

Meanwhile, a beast 
was roaming Queens’ 
streets.

Some would say 
he was a model citizen. 
Wife Betty, two kids, five 
German shepherds and 
his beloved ant farm, all 
lived in a nice home in 
South Ozone Park.

Winston Moseley 
was trolling nearby Kew 
Gardens for prey, when 
he spied Kitty walking 
home after parking her 
red Fiat. In a little more than half an hour 
and in three separate vicious attacks in 
and around Kitty’s Kew Gardens apart-
ment building, Moseley plunged a knife 13 
times into her slowly dying body.  

While Mary Ann slept, she had no idea 
the love of her life was fighting for her life 
for 35 minutes, beneath her bedroom win-
dow. She didn’t know Kitty was killed un-
til police questioned her after 4 a.m., when 
the body was found in a stairwell at 82-62 
Austin St. 

In a New York minute, Kew Gardens 
had become a crime scene.

The book vividly describes the where-
abouts of eye- and ear witnesses who said 
they heard and saw what seemed like a cou-
ple fighting — a common scene near rowdy 
Bailey’s Pub. 

A 1964 police report listed about 50 
witnesses, but Cook pointed out there were 
38 entries, some lumping several intervie-
wees together. He said a harried civil ser-

vant had counted them, 
then probably gave that 
number (38) to Police 
Commissioner Michael 
Murphy, who gave it to 
The New York Times’ 
new metropolitan editor, 
Abe Rosenthal during 
a meeting, which led to 
a scathing four-column 
cover story about the 
neighborhood’s apathy. 

“After the Times 
story and Rosenthal’s 
book, ‘Thirty-Eight Wit-
nesses,’ the powerful, 
but inaccurate number 
took on a life of its own,” 
Cook said.

Rather than con-
firm New Yorkers are an 

uncaring bunch, the Kitty Genovese case 
is a classic example of the bystander effect, 
Cook said. 

“We’re more likely to get help if there 
are only a few bystanders who might inter-
vene, rather than many, “ Cook said. “In 
the Genovese case there were at least two 
witnesses who didn’t phone the police be-
cause they thought many others must have 
made the call already.”

Moseley is still serving time for Geno-
vese’s murder. 

The gruesome killing also led to sev-
eral major reforms in the criminal justice 
system. 

The 911 phone system was set up, 
along with crime-deterring, neighborhood 
watch programs. Other reforms included 
crime-victim compensation, sex offender 
registries and laws allowing victims’ fami-
lies to speak during the penalty phase in 
felony trials. 

FOREST HILLS MURDER
Continued from Page 39

Author Kevin Cook recent-
ly released a book that re-ex-
amines the Kitty Genovese mur-
der in Kew Gardens in March 1964. 

Photo courtesy Pamela Marin

Continued on Page 44

Besides the students, 
professional singers, musi-
cians and dancers will take 
part in the March 23 show. 

The choirs include 
students from Celia Cruz 
Bronx High School of Music, 
the Upper Eastside’s Talent 
Unlimited High School and 
Harlem’s Wadleigh Second-
ary School for the Perform-
ing and Visual Arts as well 
as Forest Hills and Frank 
Sinatra. Performers from 
the Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Youth Orchestra provide 
the music.

William Longerbeam, 
18, a senior at Frank Sina-
tra is also participating 
in his third Carnegie Hall 

concert. 
His first time out, he 

sang with the “Carmina 
Burana” choir and felt a 
little over-whelmed when 
things got started. 

“It was intimidating,” 
Longerbeam said. “I had 
never sung a piece as dif-
ficult as that with as many 
people. But the music was 
amazing. It was a life-
changing experience.”

Run under the auspic-
es of Carnegie Hall’s Weill 
Music Institute, the annual 
concerts were created to 
provide young musicians 
the opportunity to per-
form a major work, Joanna 
Massey, director of Weill’s 
school program, said. 

“For the kids, it has 
really become a legacy for 
them,” Massey said. “Both 
Forest Hills and Frank Si-
natra have been stalwarts 
of this program. They 
are both great schools. I 
would even say they are my 
rocks.”

Concert
Continued from Page 41

IF YOU GO
Ellington’s Sacred Music

New York City High 
School Vocalists and 
Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Youth Orchestra
When: Sunday, March 23, 
at 3 pm
Where: Carnegie Hall, 881 
7th Ave., Manhattan
Cost: $15 - $35
Contact: (212) 247-7800
Website: www.
carnegiehall.org
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of a small-town doctor, on his journey to 
adulthood. 
When: May 1 to May 17, Thursday and 
Friday at 8 pm, Saturday at 2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Astoria Performing Arts Center, 
Good Shepherd United Methodist Church, 
30-44 Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Night Must Fall” — Douglaston 
Community Theatre Group presents 
the psychological thriller by Emlyn 
Williams, which tells the story of a bitter 
old woman, her niece and a handsome 
stranger. 
When: May 2 to May 17
Where: Zion Episcopal Church Hall on 
Hall Street, Douglaston
Website: www.spotlightonstage.com/dct.htm

“Peter Pan” — Travel with the “Boy Who 
Wouldn’t Grow Up” to Neverland in the 
musical version of James M. Barrie’s play 
presented by The Andrean Players. 
When: May 9 to May 17, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, and Sunday, May 18, at 4 pm
Where: St. Andrew Avelino Church, 
Northern Boulevard and 157th Street, 
Flushing
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors and 
children
Contact: theandreanplayers@gmail.com

Theater
Continued from Page 42

Where: Queens Central Library, 
89-11 Merrick Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (781) 990-0700
Website: www.queenslibrary.org

Cherry Poppin’ Daddies — The 
double platinum musicians bring 
their mix of swing and 1960s Las 
Vegas Rat Pack concert to town. 
When: Saturday, March 22, at 8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/qpac

Bill Popp and The Tapes — The group 
performs ’60s-style tunes, covers and 
its own original compositions. 
When: Saturday, March 22, 9 pm
Where: The Stone Tavern, 12-54 
150th St., Whitestone
Cost: No cover
Website: www.billpopp.com

Paul Joseph Quartet — The 
musicians perform instrumental 
jazz renditions of classic Irish songs 
such as “Danny Boy” and “When 
Irish Eyes are Smiling” in this belated 
St. Patrick’s Day concert.
When: Sunday, March 23, at 1 pm

Arts
Continued from Page 43

WON’T YOU CHARLESTON WITH THEM?
Becki Santana (l. to r.), Masha Stepanora, Jillian Smith, Shannon O’Rourke and 
Kira Wilson portray the “Perfect Young Ladies” in the Gingerbread Players 
production of “The Boy Friend.” The bubbly musical is creator Sandy Wilson’s 
loving spoof of the 1920s madcap boy-meets-girl show that was de rigeur on 
Broadway during the Jazz Age. The show, set in the French Rivera, tells the 
story of Polly Browne, played by Shannon O’Rourke, and her search for “that 
perfect thing called the boyfriend.” “The Boy Friend” will be staged at the 
Saint Luke’s Church, 85 Greenway South, Forest Hills, on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, from March 29 to April 6. For more information, contact (718) 268-7772 
or visit www.gingerbreadplayers.org. Photo courtesy The Gingerbread Players

Where: Mary’s Nativity Church, 
46-02 Parson Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $15/at door, $10/in advance
Contact: (718) 359-5996
Website: www.pauljoseph.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Art Faculty — With current issues 
as the common thread, this show 
includes works by Queens College 
studio art professors.
When: Through March 29, Monday 
to Thursday 11 am to 7 pm, 
Saturday 11 am to 5 pm
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: www.qcpages.qc.edu/
godwin_ternbach

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the Bread 
and Puppet Theater, has been 
chosen for the Queens Museum 
fi rst solo exhibition. The show 
consists of two large-scale 
immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30
Where: Queens Museum, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org
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Add-Ons

Lunch Fare
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Specialty Cocktails

Brew Menu
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Add-Ons

Farm Fresh Organic Eggs & Such
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Benedicts

Country Morning

Kid ’s Menu

Price Fix  $24

$5$5$$5$5 $5$$5$ $4$4$4$44 $3$3$3$$3$3
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

OFF THE HOOK

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521
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Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island. 

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                      

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan 
invites you to one of 
our FREE seminars to 
learn about elder law, 
trusts and estates law, 
and estate planning. 

We’ll help you make educated decisions.
Get answers to questions such as:

-How can I protect assets
from the government?

-How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

We’re also on the radio

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer 
and 570 AM WMCA, Saturdays at 

6:00 PM to listen to 
Ask the Lawyer with 

 Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com

MON. APRIL 7  

BROOKLYN-
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Vesuvio

7305 Third Avenue

TUES. APRIL 8  WED. APRIL 9  

FRI. APRIL 11  

NEW YORK-
MIDTOWN

11 AM & 3 PM 
Lighthouse International

111 East 59  Street

STATEN ISLAND-
GRASMERE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Bocelli’s Ristorante

1250 Hylan Blvd. 

QUEENS-
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM 
Best Western 

220-33 Northern Blvd. 

THURS. APRIL 10  

QUEENS-
MIDDLE VILLAGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
La Bella Cucina

69-61 Juniper Boulevard South
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thing,” White said.
The new spot will have 12 

beers on tap, more than 300 types 
of bottled brew and many of the 
old favorites from the Broadway 
menu.

“We want to make sure that 
right out of the gate we’re meeting 
expectations,” White said. “We 
look forward to expanding on the 
menu eventually.”

If the winter ever ends, the 

new shop will also have a back-
yard twice the size of the other 
location’s garden, where drinkers 
can enjoy their libations.

White, a chef by profession 
who worked for Whole Foods for 
10 years, served as a consultant 
when Gao was looking to open the 
first store and helped him find a 
cheese monger. He decided to be-
come a part owner of the second 
location when he saw how suc-

cessful Gao’s venture became af-
ter it opened in fall 2012.

Gao approached White at 
the Astoria Bier and Cheese’s 
one-year anniversary celebration 
and told him about a vacant build-
ing he was considering for a new 
store. The two went to go look at 
the site the next day and signed a 
lease within a couple weeks.

The owners are open to ex-
panding in other neighborhoods, 

but said they do not want to get 
ahead of themselves.

“You’ve got to be able to walk 
before you can run,” White said. 
“It’s important to develop consis-
tency and execution in the qual-
ity of the product you can put out 
before you can move forward to 
other things.”

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

Ditmars craft beer and 
cheese lovers no longer have to 
make the trek down to Broadway 
to get their fix.

Astoria Bier and Cheese 
opened a second location, at 35-11 
Ditmars Blvd., last week after it 
became apparent many of their 
customers came from the north-
ern part of the neighborhood.

“We felt there was definitely 
a need and a void on the other side 
of Astoria,” said Rick White, a co-
owner of the second location.

Musician and entrepreneur 
Yang Gao started the original 
store, at 34-14 Broadway, after he 
realized there were not any full-
service cheese shops in the neigh-
borhood.

Astoria Bier and Cheese 
serves 10 craft beers on tap on 
a rotating basis, more than 250 
beers in bottles, around 80 chees-
es and a menu of charcuterie, 
sandwiches and snacks.

Drinkers can enjoy their 
suds on site or take them home 
in growlers, gallon jugs the store 
sells.

The Ditmars location will 
have a similar menu to the Broad-
way store, with larger refrigera-
tors allowing for a bigger selection 
of beer, cheese and charcuterie.

“The concept is the same. 
The design is similar, but we’re 
going to have a lot more of every-

Astoria Bier and Cheese opens in Ditmars
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

eral, visited the Holocaust 
center on the campus of 
Queensborough Communi-
ty College to tour the exhib-
it “Come from the Shadows: 
The Comfort Women.” The 
exhibit features a series of 
paintings that depict the 
faces of Korean women who 
were held as sex slaves by 
Japanese soldiers when Ja-
pan occupied Korea during 
World War II.

According to the ex-
hibit, nearly 200,000 Korean 
women as young as 13 were 
taken from their homes and 
forced into sexual servitude 
by the Japanese during the 
war, but today more than 
70 years later, the comfort 
women issue remains one 
of the somewhat obscure 
tragedies of the war and 
many survivors did not 
come forward to talk about 
their experiences until the 
1990s.

Arthur Flug, executive 
director of the Kupferberg 
Center, said the exhibit 

opened in 2011 and quickly 
became one of the most 
popular showings the mu-
seum has had, leading to its 
unexpected three-year run 
that has yet to end.

“It’s really become 
a very powerful exhibit 
on campus and the stu-
dent response has become 
very powerful,” Flug said. 
“When classes come to see 
it, the first reaction is usu-
ally anger. Not only that 
this happened, but that they 
had never heard about it.”

As Lee toured the ex-
hibit, she spoke with Flug 
about the educational les-
sons it provides to the more 

than 150 nationalities who 
make up Queensborough 
Community College’s stu-
dent body. She said there 
was a lot to be learned from 
the past and said that with-
out education, future gen-
erations would never know 
the horrors that so many 
people of this time period 
endured.

“This is not a matter 
of the past,” said Lee. “It’s 
a matter of the present 
and the future and it’s not 
just a matter between two 
countries. It’s about human 
rights.”

Anita Weisbord, a 
91-year-old Douglaston 

resident who fled Austria 
to survive the Holocaust 
during World War II, said 
she was not familiar with 
the comfort women issue 
before she saw the exhibit 
open at the museum, where 
she now spends much of her 
time.

Weisbord said the ex-
hibit resonated with her 
own childhood memories 
and said it tied in nicely 
with the lesson that the 
Kupferberg Center hopes to 
convey with its exhibits.

“It just shows you how 
cruel people can be,” she 
said. “When Hitler marched 
into Austria, it was the end 

of my childhood as I knew 
it and overnight it was like 
I became a non-person. The 
comfort women had simi-
lar experiences of suffering 
and having been treated so 
badly.”

Weisbord said one 
painting of a young woman 
kneeling before her father, 
who was looking down on 
her, stuck out and spoke to 
her about what it was like 
to endure what the comfort 
women lived through. She 
said it showed a common 
theme that displayed how 
ashamed the families of the 
comfort women who sur-
vived were when they were 

finally returned to their 
parents.

“This father was look-
ing down at this young 
child, just standing there 
sort of saying, ‘I don’t want 
you anymore. You’re mer-
chandise that I don’t want 
anymore,’” she said. “It’s 
horrible to think that any 
child had to go through 
that.”

Flug said the Kupfer-
berg Center is now trying 
to raise funds and aware-
ness to make the comfort 
women exhibit a perma-
nent fixture at the mu-
seum, and the school has 
even started an internship 
program to allow interest-
ed students to learn more 
about the Korean women. 
Flug said the visit from the 
Korean consulate shows 
that awareness and educa-
tion continue to be the most 
successful ways to prevent 
such tragedies from hap-
pening again.

“In another few years, 
these women who survived 
are going to be gone,” he 
said. “Who’s going to tell 
their story? If we don’t have 
education, they will be for-
gotten.”

Holocaust survivor Anita Weisbord (l.) and Korean Consulate 
General Sanghui Lee (c.) speak with Arthur Flug, director of the 
Kupferberg Holocaust Resource Center and Archives. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

Continued from Page 1 

Korean 
women

Korean Consulate General Sanghui Lee and Arthur Flug, director of 
the Kupferberg Holocaust Resource Center and Archives, tour the 
Comfort Women exhibit at the museum. Photo by Kelsey Durham



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 2

1-2
7, 

20
14

    
   

TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

50

BT

she said.
The city recently 

reached a $98 million set-
tlement with a group of Af-
rican Americans and His-
panics who filed a federal 
lawsuit alleging that the 
FDNY written exams given 
to prospective employees 
were biased, according to 
the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice.

In the private sector, 
Crowley said the city can 

support female leadership 
by investing in corpora-
tions with women on their 
boards.

“We’re going to work 
with the comptroller’s of-
fice to make sure that the 
companies in which we are 
putting our tax dollars are 
good companies that have 
a good reputation of diver-
sity,” she said,

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

co-founder Salmaan Khan 
said.

The cause was helped 
when Melinda Katz became 
borough president in Janu-
ary. In February, Katz de-
clared that the site of the 
’64 World’s Fair, in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park, 
should not be torn down.

“The right direction 
is to preserve and save this 
for generations to come, to 
make it a useful part of the 
park,” Katz told a group of 
elected officials, commu-
nity leaders and Parks De-
partment employees dur-
ing a walk through of the 
grounds.

She has revisited the 
topic in several public ap-
pearances since, and Katz 
formed a preservation task 
force that meets regularly 
at Borough Hall to plan the 
Pavilion’s future.

The Pavilion was de-
signed by architect Philip 

Johnson and is comprised 
of three observation tow-
ers, the largest of which is 
226 feet tall, and a structure 
known as the Tent of To-
morrow, which has 16 100-
foot pillars that at one time 
supported a 50,000-square-
foot roof.

The Pavilion closed 
down after the World’s Fair 
and intermittently served 
as a concert venue, roller 
skating rink and a movie 
set. It appeared in “Men 
in Black” and “The Wiz,” 
among other films.

On April 22, the curi-
ous will be able to get an 
up-close look. RSVPs are 
not required and visitors 
will have to wear hard hats, 
which will be provided.

“It’s going to be strange 
seeing humans back in 
there,” preservationist 
Khan said. “Most people 
have never been inside.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

In the end, Ragusa was 
able to retain control of the 
party.

Queens GOP Executive 
Director Robert Hornak 

said he was encouraged by 
the court’s decision.

“We are very pleased 
that the court ruled in our 
favor and agreed the law-
suit challenging Chairman 
Ragusa was without mer-
it,” said Hornak, who added 
the party was looking to 
mend the broken fences 

and advance a Republican 
agenda.

“We look forward to 
focusing on the future, to 
uniting and building the 
Queens GOP while stand-
ing up against the radical 
agenda of [Mayor] Bill De 
Blasio, [Council Speaker] 
Melissa Mark-Viverito and 

their allies in the Demo-
cratic Party who are under-
taking a war on children 
and quality education and 
are trying to turn the clock 
back to the pre-Giuliani 
days on safety and securi-
ty,” he said.

truth,” Stavisky said, not-
ing that it was unusual for 
measures sent from the As-
sembly to bypass the com-
mittee process or for votes 
to be called with such little 
notice. “At 5:30 or 6 p.m., 
the galleries were empty. 
If they had really intended 
to pass the bill, they would 
have had people in the gal-
leries.”

As the vote ap-
proached, Peralta said he 
was confident because he 
had been told four Repub-
licans were close to sup-
porting the Dream Act. But 
none of those votes materi-
alized.

The IDC has said it 
fulfilled its promise to get 

the bill to the floor and the 
mainstream Democrats 
failed to align all their 
members behind it.

“We did exactly what 
we were asked to do,” Avel-
la said. “Unfortunately, the 
Senate Dems couldn’t get 
all of their members in the 
chamber to vote for it... If 
those two Democrats had 
voted for it, it would have 
passed.”

Meanwhile, propo-
nents of the bill, like Nata-
lia Aristizabal, blamed all 
Senate leaders.

“All of this is an or-
chestrated move to kill the 
bill ahead of time because 
we were getting momen-
tum,” said Aristizabal, a 
youth organizer with Make 
the Road New York, an or-
ganization advocating for 
Latino and low-income New 
Yorkers. “They didn’t want 

to give us the time to get the 
right pieces in place.”

Aristizabal led Make 
the Road New York in pe-
titioning on behalf of the 
Dream Act in Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo Jr.’s (D-Howard 
Beach) district.

The group targeted 
him because he was the 
only Democratic senator 
from the city, excluding 
Felder, who caucuses with 
Republicans, to not back 
the bill.

Addabbo initially with-
held his support because he 
had concerns about how the 
bill would be financed.

The senator said he 
felt comfortable voting for 
it after Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo said if the Dream Act 
passed, he would include 
money for its implementa-
tion in the budget.

State Comptroller 

Thomas DiNapoli estimat-
ed in May that it would cost 
about $20 million to extend 
financial assistance eligi-
bility to those in the coun-
try illegally, but hypoth-
esized that the cost would 
be mitigated by the tax in-
come and other economic 
benefits reaped from a bet-
ter-educated workforce.

Peralta said he and 
Dream Act supporters are 
pushing for the bill to be at-
tached to vital parts of the 
state budget so that legisla-
tors would have trouble vot-
ing it down.

“The legislative lead-
ers have two weeks to ne-
gotiate,” he said. “They’re 
hammering it out now.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

keep residents informed.”
NYCHA gave each ten-

ant a hot plate to cook their 
food on in the meantime.

“There are families 
that have seven kids who 
are trying to cook with just 
one hot plate,” said Monica 
Corbett, president of the 
Pomonok Houses tenants 
association.

Lisa Johnson, a tenant 
who has lived in Pomonok 
Houses for three years, said 
only one side of the two-
burner hot plate she was 
given by NYCHA works.

“It’s going to be a huge 
inconvenience because I 
cook a lot at home and right 
now I’m only able to cook 
with one pot at a time,” 
she said. “When I plug that 
thing in, it blows out the 
lights. So I have to use it 
with the refrigerator un-
plugged.”

The housing author-

ity will now need to hire 
an outside contractor and 
obtain permits from the 
city Department of Design 
and Construction as well 
as the city Department of 
Buildings before work can 
go ahead.

Once the work on the 
new gas line is complete, 
an inspection of every sin-
gle apartment in the four 
buildings affected by the 
leak will have to be inspect-
ed before Con Edison can 
safely turn the gas back on.

NYCHA has not of-
fered tenants any form of 
rent abatement or financial 
compensation for the in-
convenience but is working 
with Meals on Wheels to of-
fer meals to seniors as well 
as with HRA to get food to 
those who qualify for the 
program.

After hearing a steady 
stream of complaints from 
tenants about the gas shut-
off, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng’s 
(D-Flushing) office said it 
has put pressure on NYCHA 

to expedite the repairs.
“I am greatly con-

cerned about cooking gas 
being shut off for several 
weeks, particularly with 
Passover and Easter com-
ing up,” Meng said. “I urge 
NYCHA to do everything 
it can to expedite these re-
pairs with all the involved 
agencies and utilities. We 
understand the need for 
safety, but work must not 
be delayed.”

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) has also been working 
closely with NYCHA in the 
hopes of getting the gas line 
replaced in a timely fashion 
for the tenants.

“Hot plates are no sub-
stitute for speedy repairs 
and peace of mind. I’m call-
ing on NYCHA to deliver 
an accurate timetable for 
when residents can expect 
running gas at Pomonok, 
and regain the basic abil-
ity to cook meals for them-
selves and their families,” 
Lancman said.

ROP

Continued from Page 1 

Pomonok
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Dream Act
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Pavilion
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Caucus

Lisa Johnson, a Pomonok Houses tenant, holds up a notice inform-
ing residents of a meeting with her building’s management. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Their arrest was part 
of a three-year investiga-
tion, which resulted in the 
arrest of 30 people, who 
were charged in nine sepa-
rate but overlapping indict-
ments.

A Flushing deacon, Li-
ying Lin, who was arrested 
in the investigation, was 
convicted in early March 
of coaching asylum seekers 
how to lie on their applica-

tions in exchange for do-
nations to her church, the 
Full Gospel Global Mission 
Church in Flushing, at 42-
60 Colden St., Suite 1A.

Lin, scheduled to be 
sentenced June 2, faces a 
maximum of five years 
in prison on a conspiracy 
count and up to 10 years 
on each immigration fraud 
count.

So far, 25 of the defen-
dants arrested in the inves-
tigation have been convict-
ed, Bharara’s office said.

Continued from Page 10 

Fraud
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Christ the King heads 

to the state Federation 
tournament hoping to ce-
ment its place in the record 
books.

The Royals 
boys’ basketball 
team has built a 
dynasty in the CHSAA by 
winning four of the last five  
city titles. They have also 
won two of the last three 
state Federation Class AA 
crowns during that time 
period.

Back-to-back state 
championships? Well, no 
CK team has been able to do 
that, and Abraham Lincoln 
in 2007 and 2008 and Rice in 
1998 and 1999 are the only 
others schools to be able to 
list that accomplishment at 
the highest classification.

“I want to be one of the 
few guys that has a two-
peat at the state champion-
ship,” Christ the King cen-
ter Adonis Delarosa said. “I 
know it’s hard, but I think 
we definitely can win.”

Getting to this point 
wasn’t expected much, as 
it was a year ago when the 
Royals were a senior-laden 
team that knew how to win 
from the start of the season. 
CK (23-6) looked at itself as 
underdogs this season after 
getting routed by Cardinal 
Hayes early in the year and 
getting handed a lopsided 
loss by Bishop Loughlin in 
the Brooklyn/Queens title 
game. The Royals came 
back to beat both veteran 
teams in the intersectional 
playoffs to claim the city 
crown.

“This was supposed 
to be our rebuilding year,” 
said junior forward Travis 
Atson of others’ expecta-

tions.
Added Delarosa, “We 

knew this wasn’t going to 
be easy.”

In order to defend 
their state title, the Royals 

will need to 
beat Benja-
min Cardozo 
at the Times 

Union Center in Albany at 
8:30 p.m. this Friday in the 
semifinals. The Judges are 
similar in makeup, minus 
the championship experi-
ence. Cardozo has senior 

leaders in Francisco Wil-
liams, Carl Balthazar and 
Marzuq Jimoh, much like 
CK has in Delarosa, Andre 
Walker and Bryler Paige.

Cardozo, like Alkins, 
has one of the city’s best 
young players in sopho-
more guard Rashond Sal-
nave, who played for the 
Positive Direction travel 
program run by Christ the 
King Coach Joe Arbitello’s 
sister and brother.

Alkins, who contained 
Seton Hall-bound guard 

Khadeen Carrington in the 
city title game, sees going 
against Salnave as another 
challenge.

“The guy Ray Salnave 
is supposed to be a top 
sophomore,” Alkins said. 
“It is just a statement game 
for me. I’m trying to prove 
that I’m the top sophomore 
in New York City.”

He and the Royals en-
ter the Federation tourna-
ment playing their best bas-
ketball of the season, even BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 
Benjamin Cardozo 

has basked for a week in its 
city championship glory. 
But it is back to business 
with a showdown against 
Christ the King in the state 
Federation tournament ap-
proaching.

“It feels great, but 
we’re not finished yet,” 
senior forward Francisco 
Williams said. “We still 
want to go to states and 
take it all.”

Williams, team-
mate Rashond Salnave 
and Coach Ron Naclerio 
described the week after 
winning the school’s first 
PSAL Class AA title since 
1999 as one of the best of 
their lives. Naclerio got a 
standing ovation at Hoot-
ers when he joined the 
team for a post-game meal.

He’s been stopped on 
the street to pose for pho-
tos with fans and received 
congratulations from New 
York Knicks General Man-
ager Steve Mills and leg-
endary St. John’s Universi-
ty Coach Lou Carnesecca.

It all really sunk in the 
first day back at school.

“I’m walking around 
with the trophy and every 
kid was stopping me, kids I 
don’t even know, kids that 

I don’t even know knew 
there was a basketball 
team,” Naclerio said.

Salnave, who has been 
replaying his champion-
ship-wining free throws 
in his head daily, said he 
had a random student drop 
his books in class to run 
and shake his hand. A bus 
driver on the Q27 congrat-
ulated Williams.

“It’s been crazy,” Wil-
liams said. “They have 
showed us a lot of love in 
here. It’s been unbeliev-
able.”

Naclerio is still admit-
tedly on the championship 
high, but said he will have 
his team prepared to take 
on the defending state Fed-
eration champion Royals in 
the semifinals at 8:30 p.m. 
this Friday at the Times 
Union Center in Albany. 
The two teams last played 
during the regular season 
in 2009, a 57-54 Royals vic-
tory at the New Heights 
Holiday Hoops Festival.

CK will create match-
up problems with sopho-
more Rawle Alkins, junior 
forward Travis Atson and 
especially hulking 6-foot-
10 center Adonis Delarosa, 
who is a more polished 
version of what the Judges 
prepared to face in Wings 

Sports
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Cardozo’s Rashond Salnave brings the ball up the court. Salnave 
and the Judges are scheduled to play Christ the King in the 
Federation tournament. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Christ the King’s Adonis Delarosa hopes to lead his team to a Federation title. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Royals aim for state crown
Christ the King to play for second-straight Federation title in Albany
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Francis Lewis Coach 

Steve Tsai hasn’t let his 
girls’ basketball team com-
pletely enjoy all it has ac-
complished this season just 
yet.

There are still games 
to be played and a state 
Federation title to compete 
for. He doesn’t want them 
to lose focus on what lies 
ahead. The Patriots aren’t 
happy with just a city cham-
pionship.

“We can’t overdo it,” 
junior guard Chi La Bady 
said of the Patriots’ excite-
ment at winning the PSAL 
crown. “We don’t want to be 
too happy and then be dis-
tracted by our city champi-
onship to the point where 
we are not trying to win the 
state.”

Francis Lewis (21-3) 
will bring its same under-
dog mentality to Albany 
this weekend that won it 
the school’s first PSAL 
Class AA girls’ basketball 
title since 1979. The Patri-
ots weren’t expected to end 
Murry Bergtraum’s 15-year 

title reign in the semifinals 
and take down top-seed 
South Shore in the finals at 
the Barclays Center.

And Francis Lewis 
again isn’t favored to bring 
home another crown when 
it faces Long Island Lu-
theran at 5 p.m. Friday in 
the semifinals at the Times 
Union Center. If the Patriots 
win, the victor of a matchup 
between St. Anthony’s and 
Ossining would await them 
in Saturday’s final.

Lewis will try to bring 
home the school’s first ever 
Federation crown. It has 
flourished amid doubts.

“It feels good because 
we can hit them when 
they least expect it,” star 
sophomore guard Sierra 
Green said. “They never 
know what is going to hap-

Travis Atson’s name 
wasn’t part of the conver-
sation about the city’s best 
players when the season 
began, but now it will be 
printed among some of its 
all-time greats.

By being named the 
most valuable player of 
Christ the King’s CHSAA 
Class AA title run, the 
Greenpoint native and ju-
nior forward will be listed 
along with players like 
Kenny Anderson, Jamal 
Mashburn, Lamar Odom 
and Ron Artest when men-
tioning how he claimed 
the award. Atson, until be-
ing told, had no idea the 
prestige of the group he 
entered.

“That’s just even more 

of an honor,” Atson said af-
ter a big smile.

His life and how he’s 
viewed in the basketball 
community has changed 
since he had 21 points and 
10 rebounds against Bish-
op Loughlin at Fordham 
University to propel CK to 
its fourth city title in five 
years.

Royals Coach Joe Arbi-
tello said the number of col-
leges calling has increased, 
and Atson, who already 
had a scholarship offer 
from Quinnipiac, recently 
picked up another from St. 
Bonaventure.

“My Twitter has been 
going crazy,” Atson said. 
“I think I’ve been in four 
or five newspapers already. 
Every day I have another 
interview.”

None of what he’s ac-
complished surprises Ar-
bitello. Atson missed his 
freshmen season with a 
torn ACL and played lim-
ited minutes last year on 

the varsity as CK won the 
city and state Federation 
titles. He waited his turn 
to shine, but Arbitello saw 
Atson’s potential every day 
at practice last year while 
others didn’t get to catch a 
glimpse of it in games.

“If he decided to trans-
fer out of Christ the King 
last year, I wouldn’t have 

been mad at him,” Arbitello 
said. “He’s a really, really 
good player and he prob-
ably would have started on 
90 percent of the teams last 
year.”

The talk around the 
Royals in the preseason fo-
cused on highly recruited 
center Adonis Delarosa, 
super sophomore Rawle 

Alkins and senior guard 
Andre Walker. Despite what 
Arbitello knew, Atson was 
still in the process of prov-
ing himself even though he 
had won MVP honors over 
the summer at Hoops in the 
Sun and Gauchos Round-
ball Classic.

He went on to aver-
age 16.8 points per game 
this season and was also 
the MVP of the prestigious 
Stop-DWI tournament in 
Binghamton. Atson will 
now try to lead the Royals to 
a second straight state Fed-
eration Class AA title start-
ing with a semifinal game 
against Benjamin Cardozo 
at 8 p.m. this Friday at the 
Times Union Center in 
Albany. Covering him is 
going to be a challenge, ac-
cording to Cardozo Coach 
Ron Naclerio, who believes 
he is among the top five ju-
niors in New York City.

“He’s climbed the lad-
der so much faster than 
anybody thought,” Naclerio 

said. “Watching him, he is 
a good Division I player.”

Talent evaluator Tom 
Konchalski believes Atson 
has been the Royals’ most 
consistent player. He called 
him the city’s best offensive 
rebounder and noted his 
knack for making plays. He 
thinks Atson will need to 
improve his ability to de-
fend guards if he wants to 
play at a higher level in col-
lege, but that doesn’t means 
more schools shouldn’t be 
interested.

“He should have an 
awful lot of offers,” Kon-
chalski said. “I think if he 
plays well in Albany he’ll 
get offers.”

All of that will come 
with time. Atson is happy 
with where he is as a player 
and is instead focused on 
taking his team one step 
further.

“The MVP is a big 
step,” Atson said. “But 
overall I want to win a state 
championship.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The news was a bit de-

layed, but exciting nonethe-
less.

The St. John’s Univer-
sity women’s basketball 
team had to find its name 
on the NCAA tournament 
bracket after one half of the 
Louisville region flashed 
across the television screen 
at the Delta SkyClub 360 at 
Citi Field Monday. Normal-

ly each matchup is revealed 
one by one.

“It was a little fake 
because it was just there,” 
sophomore guard Aliyyah 
Handford said of her initial 
reaction. “We had to look 
for it, but afterwards it got 
exciting.”

The Red Storm is going 
to the field of 64 for the fifth 
straight season. St. John’s 
earned a No. 8 seed and 
faces No. 9 USC, the Pac-12 

tournament champions, in 
the opening round at 6:30 
p.m. Saturday in Knoxville, 
Tenn.

A matchup with the 
second-seeded Lady Vols of 
the University of Tennessee 
likely waits in the second 
round if SJU can get by the 
Trojans. The experience of 
making the NCAA tourna-
ment never gets old.

“We continue to write 
history for our program,” 
St. John’s Coach Joe Tarta-
mella said. “It’s a testament 
to our current players, our 
players from the past and 
all the coaches that have 
been here. This is what it’s 
about.”

His team avoided a po-
tential round-of-32 match-
up with undefeated UConn 
and Notre Dame, both No. 
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Block Shots

St. John’s pitted against USC 
in fi rst round of Big Dance

Royals’ Atson proven to be among city’s best
Christ the King junior scores second scholarship offer after receiving MVP award at CHSAA championship 

Travis Atson holds the ball during the CHSAA Class AA champion-
ship, where he was later named MVP. Photo by Robert Cole

The St. John’s University women’s basketball team cele-
brates its fifth-straight berth in the NCAA tournament. 

Photo courtesy St. John’s Athletics

Underdog Patriots hope to win 
state title at Albany tournament

Francis Lewis’ Chi La Bady 
goes up for a shot during the 
PSAL semifinal. Bady and her 
Patriots teammates are pre-
paring for the state tourna-
ment. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 53 Continued on Page 53
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BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
St. John’s University’s 

failed season ended with 
another disappointing ef-
fort.

The top-seeded Red 
Storm again tried to rally 
late after an uninspired 
start to its 89-78 opening 
round loss to No. 8 Robert 
Morris in the NIT Tuesday 
night at Carnesecca Arena.

St. John’s had also 
tried to make a come back 
against Providence last 
Thursday in the Big East 
tournament quarterfi-
nal only to suffer a defeat 
that likely kept it from the 
NCAA tournament. The 
effects of missing the Big 

Dance were seen in the 
Johnnies’ play early and 
often. The Red Storm also 
were without star point 
guard Rysheed Jordan, 
who was recovering from 
tonsillitis. 

“I think there was 
some frustration about not 
making the NCAA tourna-
ment, but before the game I 
felt a good vibe and good en-
ergy,” said sophomore Max 
Hooper, who had 18 points. 
“I thought we were going to 
come out strong. I felt like 
we had turned the page. 
We didn’t make the NCAA 
tournament, but I thought 
we had a good resolve about 
it.”

Another key factor in 
the game was the Colonials’ 
hot shooting. Robert Mor-

ris was 60 from three. RMU 
opened the game on a 19-2 
run thanks to the shooting 
of Northeast Conference 
Player of the Year Karvel 
Anderson. He had a game-
high 38 points and junior 
Lucky Jones added 25.

The Red Storm (20-13) 
couldn’t slow down the Co-
lonials’ attack and RMU 
took a 49-27 lead in the lock-
er room at half-time.

“It is very disappoint-
ing,” said junior guard Ja-
mal Branch, who led the 
team with 22 points. “We 
had a chance to play all of 
our games for the NIT here. 
I just felt like we didn’t give 
it our all out there until the 
last seven minutes of the 

game. It was very disap-
pointing. I think we didn’t 
give it our all because we 
were a little frustrated 
about the run they made.”

The Colonials, who 
also upset the No. 1-seeded 
Kentucky Wildcats in last 
season’s NIT, were able to 
keep up their defense and 
hot shooting in the second 
half and took a 26-point 
lead on back-to-back treys 
from Anderson and Jones. 
Anderson said that going 
into the NIT the Colonials 
(22-13) looked at the game 
as an opportunity and that 
showed in the team’s play.

“Many teams after 
losing or not making the 
NCAA tournament come 

in with their heads down,” 
Anderson said. “They 
might feel that the NIT is 
not worth their time, but 
for us this was another op-
portunity to showcase who 
we are and how tough our 
program is.”

The Red Storm showed 
some life in the final seven 
minutes by using a 15-0 run 
to cut the Robert Morris 
lead to as little as 74-66, but 
the Colonials’ effort early 
on showed that they clearly 
wanted it more.

“Tonight we were 
beaten soundly by a good 
team,” St. John’s Coach 
Steve Lavin said. “We did 
not play well in any aspect 
of play.”

with Delarosa recovering 
from a knee injury suffered 
against Hayes in the semifi-
nals. Atson scored 21 points 

and grabbed 19 rebounds in 
the city finals and Walker 
nearly had a triple double.

Christ the King views 
winning upstate this year 
as a chance to make school 
history and a stepping 
stone to being in position 
to take home the state title 

again next year.
“We talk about us be-

ing able to get that bridge 
to two and then to do some-
thing that no one’s ever 
done — to get three next 
year,” Arbitello said. “But 
you have to get two before 
you can get three.”

center Jessie Govan.
“He’s the biggest player 

in New York City,” Naclerio 
said of Delarosa. “They 
have a couple of other guys 
who worry me.”

The Judges (30-2) coun-
ter with do-it-all senior 
guard Marzuq Jimoh and 
senior forward Carl Balt-
hazar and a super sopho-
more of their own in Sal-

nave. He scored 31 points 
in a 69-64 quarterfinal 
victory over South Shore 
and hit the game winning 
free throws at the Barclays 
Center in the title game. 
Salnave has been anointed 
the city’s next great guard 
and has begun living up to 
the hype.

“He wanted to leave 
Cardozo as a senior living 
the dream,” Naclerio said. 
“He’s a sophomore and he 
is living the dream.”

Cardozo, however, 
isn’t content with just be-

ing PSAL city champions. It 
would like to add one more 
crown to its dream season 
even with all the hoopla 
around the team.

“The team, we are fo-
cused,” Salnave said. “Ev-
ery time we get in the gym, 
everybody else is walking 
around going, ‘Oh, look at 
the champs this, champs 
that.’ Yea we are the 
champs of New York [City], 
but we still want that New 
York state title. We just 
want to keep reminding 
ourselves.”

Continued from Page 51 
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pen. Bergtraum and South 
Shore thought it was go-
ing to be easy riding and it 
didn’t happen.”

It is this young group’s 
fearlessness that has got-
ten it this far. The Patriots’ 
lone senior is Taft School 
transfer Chelsea Robinson 
and her first game came in 
the opening round of the 
playoffs. Lewis didn’t blink 
while down 10 points to 
Bergtraum with 3:14 left in 
the game and fended off nu-
merous South Shore runs 
in the final. The Patriots 

didn’t let the talk and con-
troversy around Robinson’s 
transfer faze them either.

“I feel like we have 
confidence and that’s what 
makes us successful,” ju-
nior guard Robyn Francis 
said.

It’s been low-key at 
school since the Patriots 
brought home the city 
crown. The swimming 
team’s championship ban-
ner is easily visible in the 
school’s hallway when you 
walk in, not the basketball 
one the Patriots brought 
home. Green said an an-
nouncement was made in 
school the Monday after the 
title game and the players 
have received congratula-

tions in the hallway.
“It’s just been straight 

business,” Green said.
The Patriots have 

scrimmaged all three of 
their potential semifinal 
and championship chal-
lengers and are a balanced 
group. Green, Bady, Fran-
cis, Robinson and Taliyah 
Brisco can all hurt oppo-
nents at different times.

When Tsai took over 
five year ago, he wanted to 
get the program to the point 
where it can compete with 
the top teams in the state. 
Now the Patriots have a 
shot at being the best.

“We have a chance to 
do something really spe-
cial,” Tsai said.

Continued from Page 52 

Lewis

1 seeds. But the Red Storm 
faces a USC team coached 
by Hall of Famer Cynthia 
Cooper-Dyke on a six-game 
winning streak and led by 
point guard Ariya Crook 
and forward Cassie Har-
berts.

Still, Handford, an All-
Big East first team selec-
tion, believes her team has 
what it takes to make a run 
in the tournament.

“We can go far and go 
to the Sweet 16 and do a lot 
of good things,” she said.

St. John’s, which 
placed second in the Big 

East during the regular 
season, enters the NCAA 
tournament fresh off the 
program’s first appearance 
in the conference champi-
onship game since 1988, a 
65-57 loss to regular season 
winner DePaul. The Red 
Storm went 22-10 overall 
and 13-5 in league play, 
including an 11-game Big 
East winning streak.

“Just to get to the 
championship means a 
lot to this program,” said 
red-shirt senior Eugeneia 
McPherson, who is headed 
to her fifth-straight NCAA 
tournament.

The deep Red Storm 
had to fight through a 
four-game losing streak 
that ended with a win over 

Providence. McPherson 
said the players had mul-
tiple meetings to figure out 
what was wrong. St. John’s 
got back to defending and 
sharing the ball and began 
playing its brand of basket-
ball again during the play-
offs. Tartamella believes 
it is those same principals 
that can help his team have 
success in the NCAA tour-
nament.

“I think because we 
[play] defense we always 
have an opportunity,” Tar-
tamella said. “When we 
have been successful, we 
have defended very well. 
If we can do that, we have 
the ability to try to make a 
run.”

Continued from Page 52 

SJU

Red Storm losses in fi rst round of NIT to Robert Morris

Phil Green drives to the hoop 
during the game against Robert 
Morris. Photo by Robert Cole













 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 21-27, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
59

BT

BUY NOW PAY LATER
Up to 12 months 0% interest free fi nancing 

See store for details.

FLEX SPENDING

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier
Versace

Coach

Gucci

Dior

Some restrictions apply. See store for details. In stock items only. Off er ends June 30,2014 B.T.

$

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends June 30,2014.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. Off er ends June 30,2014.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends June 30,2014.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Prescription glasses 
plus FREE Designer 
sunglasses from 
select group
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WE ARE EXPERIENCED MATH SPECIALISTS
+

WE TEACH ALL LEVELS OF MATH ABILITY
+

PROVEN RESULTS

Is Your Child Ready for Common Core Math?

BAYSIDE
43-17 Bell Blvd.
(718) 747-MATH

FREE ASSESSMENT
(value: $149)

An in-depth analysis of your child’s number sense, grade 
readiness and other math strengths and weaknesses.

GREAT NECK
11 Great Neck Rd
(516) 482-MATH

GRADES 1–12       SAT/ACT/SHSAT PREP       HOMEWORK HELP       YEAR-ROUND PROGRAMS

(718) 747-MATH (6284)
www.mathnasium.com/bayside


