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BY BILL PARRY

The New York State Pavilion 
will be open to the public for the 
first time in a generation to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of the 

1964 World’s Fair April 22 — for 
one day only.

The iconic venue had been 
closed off to the public since 1987 
but, thanks to the efforts of two 
self-described history nerds, visi-

tors will once again gain entry 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.

In 2009, John Piro and Mitch 
Silver began looking after the 
long-neglected structure as a la-
bor of love.

“I had fond thoughts of the 
World’s Fair and hated seeing the 
Pavilion dilapidated,” Silver said. 
“So we cleaned it up and put a coat 
of paint on it. We’ve been painting 
it ever since.”

Their efforts led to the for-
mation of a group of a half dozen 
volunteers known as The Paint 
Project Crew that has continued 
to maintain the Pavilion with the 
permission of the city Parks De-
partment. Parks gave the group 
the go-ahead to open the North 
Gate and allow limited access for 
a public viewing and photograph 
session. 

Interest in the Pavilion 
gained traction after a separate 
group called People for the Pavil-
ion held a “history and context” 
event at the Queens Theater Jan. 
25.

“We’ve been advocating for 
the site’s restoration for the last 
few years, but it’s really taken off 
in the last couple of months,” co-
founder Salmaan Khan said.

The cause was helped when 
Melinda Katz became borough 
president in January. In Febru-
ary, Katz declared that the site 

Drisana Duran is doused with purple powder during the annual Phagwah Parade in Richmond Hill. The Hindu festivi-
ties celebrates the start of spring. See story on Page 4.  Photo by Christina Santucci

HAPPY HOLI

BY RICH BOCKMANN

In the latest chapter of the 
battle between feuding factions of 
the Queens Republican Party, the 
state Supreme Court earlier this 
month threw out a challenge to 
Chairman Phil Ragusa’s victory 
at the party’s leadership vote last 
year.

After falling short in his bid 
to supplant Ragusa at the party’s 
officers election in September, 
former U.S. Rep. Bob Turner filed 
a petition requesting the results 
be invalidated, arguing the elec-
tion had been “stolen” by the 
chairman and “his minions.”

The legal challenge alleged 
that county GOP members were 
given inadequate notice of the 
Sept. 27 organizational meeting 
at which Ragusa was re-elected 
with 52 percent of the votes.

“Petitioners’ allegations that 
some members were given notice 
48 hours or less prior to the meet-
ing, and that some members re-
ceived different notices, are not 
supported by an affidavit from 
any of the petitioners,” Supreme 
Court Justice Phyllis Orlikoff 

BY BILL PARRY

More than 100 safe-street activists posted 
mock traffic signs in three Queens neighbor-
hoods and seven other communities citywide 
over the weekend.

Residents joined the safety group Right of 

Safe street adovocates press
DOT for slow zones in boro

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Downtown Jamaica’s 
towering new hotel will fly 
the Hilton Garden Inn flag, 
bringing a four-star prop-
erty to the transitioning 
neighborhood.

After years of strug-
gling to develop a plot of 

land on the southern side of 
the Long Island Rail Road 
tracks across from the JFK 
AirTrain Terminal, the 
Greater Jamaica Develop-
ment Corp. and the MTA 
last year reached an agree-
ment to sell their proper-
ties to Able Management 
Group, which plans to erect 

a 26-story, 240-room hotel 
oriented toward business 
travelers.

At a recent meeting of 
the GJDC, Able Chief Exec-
utive Officer Viral Patel an-
nounced the anchor proper-
ty has chosen to be a Hilton 
Garden Inn franchise.

Able Management CEO Viral Patel dis-
cusses plans for the Hilton Garden Inn 
hotel in downtown Jamaica. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Judge tosses suit 
to remove head
of Queens GOP

One-day only visit to Pavilion 
Public can enter neglected but still iconic site on 50th anniversary of World’s Fair

Continued on Page 13Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 13 Continued on Page 14

Hilton plans hotel in Jamaica
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your 
Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY
th

from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Jacqueline Mureka-
tete experienced firsthand 
the ways in which women 
have been both victims and 
perpetrators in what is of-
ten regarded as the world’s 
most heinous crime: geno-
cide.

The Rwandan geno-
cide survivor attended a 
Women’s History Month 
con ference 
at Queens 
College Mon-
day to speak 
about how 
gender-based violence was 
used as a tool by the perpe-
trators who committed the 
crimes.

“I am haunted by the 
memories of how I used to 
see Tutsi men, women and 
children being murdered,” 
she said. “I used to see 
women being dragged to 
their death as they tried to 
find secure places for their 
children.”

Murekatete was only 9 

when she lost her parents, 
her siblings and most of her 
extended family in the 100 
days of violence that rav-
aged Rwanda in 1994.

An estimated 800,000 
people who belonged to the 
minority Tutsi tribe as well 
as some Hutus  were slaugh-
tered by the Hutu majority 
in the period of bloodshed.

Murekatete was grant-
ed asylum in the United 

States in 1995 
and was raised 
by her uncle. 
She is now an 
internationally 

recognized human rights 
activist who writes and 
speaks on the topic of geno-
cide worldwide.

“The sexual violence 
which took place in the 
genocide not only targeted 
women, but also girls. Girls 
as young as 5 and 6 were 
subjected to rape and muti-
lation,” she told the confer-
ence.

Between 250,000 and 
500,000 women and girls 

were raped during the 
genocide and 67 percent of 
them contracted HIV and 
AIDS, Murekatete said.

“It is important to note 
the rape during the geno-
cide was not a random act, 
but that it was an official 

weapon,” she said.
Women were not just 

the victims of these crimes, 
but also perpetrators, as 
many Hutu women incited  
and encouraged rape and 
violence against Tutsis, 
Murekatete said. She cited 
the example of Pauline 
Nyiramasuhuko, a former 
Rwandan government min-
ister who was convicted in 
2011 by an international 
court of genocide and in-
citement to rape.

Wendy Lower, another 
panelist and chairwoman 
of history at Claremont 
McKenna College in Cali-
fornia, spoke about wom-
en’s involvement in the 
World War II Holocaust and 
the omission of their role in 
crimes committed in many 
historical accounts.

“The consensus in 
Holocaust and genocide 
studies is that the systems 
that make mass murder 
possible would not function 
without the broad partici-
pation of society,” Lower 

said. “And yet nearly all 
histories of the Holocaust 
leave out half of those who 
populated that society as if 
women’s history happened 
somewhere else. It is an il-
logical approach and a puz-
zling omission.” 

Other panelists at the 
conference spoke about 
other examples of stra-
tegic campaigns of vio-
lence against women, and 
sometimes by women, in 
genocides that occurred in 
Guatemala, Bosnia and Ar-
menia.

Despite her native 
country’s morbid history, 
Murekatete is optimistic 
about the future of Rwan-
dan women as the govern-
ment put measures in place 
to ensure female voices 
would be heard in the coun-
try’s rebuilding process, 
she said.

“Women will be able 
to participate in the post-
genocide rebuilding efforts, 
which I think is incredibly 
important,” she said.

Human rights activist Jacqueline Murekatete speaks about women’s 
roles in the Rwandan genocide at a conference marking Women’s 
History Month at Queens College. Photo by Alex Robinson

Women’s role in genocides examined
Rwandan survivor speaks at Queens College symposium to address females’ involvement in atrocities

WOMEN’S HISTORY

BY KELSEY DURHAM

In an effort to shed 
new light on one of the less-
er-known episodes of World 
War II, a Korean leader vis-
ited the Kupferberg Holo-
caust Resource Center and 
Archives in Bayside last 
week to view an exhibit on 
the Korean comfort women 
that has become one of the 
museum’s most popular 
items since its opening 
three years ago.

Sanghui Lee, a po-
litical consul and Korean 
consulate general, visited 
the Holocaust center on the 
campus of Queensborough 
Community College to tour 
the exhibit “Come from 
the Shadows: The Comfort 
Women.” The exhibit fea-
tures a series of paintings 
that depict the faces of Ko-
rean women who were held 
as sex slaves by Japanese 
soldiers when Japan occu-

pied Korea during World 
War II.

According to the ex-
hibit, nearly 200,000 Korean 
women as young as 13 were 
taken from their homes and 
forced into sexual servitude 
by the Japanese during the 

war, but today more than 
70 years later, the comfort 
women issue remains one 
of the somewhat obscure 
tragedies of the war and 
many survivors did not 
come forward to talk about 
their experiences until the 

1990s.
Arthur Flug, executive 

director of the Kupferberg 
Center, said the exhibit 
opened in 2011 and quickly 
became one of the most 
popular showings the mu-
seum has had, leading to its 
unexpected three-year run 
that has yet to end.

“It’s really become 
a very powerful exhibit 
on campus and the stu-
dent response has become 
very powerful,” Flug said. 
“When classes come to see 
it, the first reaction is usu-
ally anger. Not only that 
this happened, but that they 
had never heard about it.”

As Lee toured the ex-
hibit, she spoke with Flug 
about the educational les-
sons it provides to the more 
than 150 nationalities who 
make up Queensborough 
Community College’s stu-
dent body. She said there 
was a lot to be learned from 

the past and said that with-
out education, future gen-
erations would never know 
the horrors that so many 
people of this time period 
endured.

“This is not a matter 
of the past,” said Lee. “It’s 
a matter of the present 
and the future and it’s not 
just a matter between two 
countries. It’s about human 
rights.”

Anita Weisbord, a 
91-year-old Douglaston 
resident who fled Austria 
to survive the Holocaust 
during World War II, said 
she was not familiar with 
the comfort women issue 
before she saw the exhibit 
open at the museum, where 
she now spends much of her 
time.

Weisbord said the ex-
hibit resonated with her 
own childhood memories 
and said it tied in nicely 
with the lesson that the 

Kupferberg Center hopes to 
convey with its exhibits.

“It just shows you how 
cruel people can be,” she 
said. “When Hitler marched 
into Austria, it was the end 
of my childhood as I knew 
it and overnight it was like 
I became a non-person. The 
comfort women had simi-
lar experiences of suffering 
and having been treated so 
badly.”

Weisbord said one 
painting of a young woman 
kneeling before her father, 
who was looking down on 
her, stuck out and spoke to 
her about what it was like 
to endure what the comfort 
women lived through. She 
said it showed a common 
theme that displayed how 
ashamed the families of the 
comfort women who sur-
vived were when they were 
finally returned to their 
parents.

Holocaust survivor Anita Weisbord (l.) and Korean Consulate 
General Sanghui Lee (c.) speak with Arthur Flug, director of the 
Kupferberg Holocaust Resource Center and Archives. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

Korean delegate tours exhibit on comfort women
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Revelers from Canada 
to California flocked to 
Richmond Hill Sunday to 
usher in spring with a pa-
rade dominated by DJs, 
drum ensembles, colorful 
powders and dancing in the 
streets.

Though many among 
the thousands lining Liber-
ty Avenue hailed from the 
Guyanese enclave of Rich-
mond Hill, others traveled 
hours to mark the Phag-
wah Festival among fellow 
Indo-Caribbeans.

Tara Tirbeni, who 
flew in from Canada, said 
she enjoyed marking the 
Hindu celebration of the 
triumph of good over evil 
and the beginning of spring 
in Queens.

“There’s nothing like 
this in Canada,” Tirbeni 

said, while twirling her 
hands in the air to the 
rhythm of a passing float.

For 26 years, Richmond 
Hill has marked Phagwah 
with a parade and informal 
color war, where passers-
by fling bright powders 
and occasionally use water 
guns full of dyed liquids to 
paint one another.

The tradition dates 
back to India, where Hindus 
mark the holiday known as 
Holi by wearing all white 
and throwing a liquid red 
dye called abeer on each 
other. Indians brought the 
tradition with them when 
they migrated to the Carib-
bean.

It has since traveled 
with Indo-Caribbeans to 
Queens, where Phagwah 
Festival has grown to at-
tract revelers of many 
backgrounds and became 

a showcase of Southeast 
Asian and Caribbean cul-
tures.

Leila Zayas, a Long 
Island resident, and her 
relatives toasted spring 
with small cups of beer. 
She marveled at the parade 
marching by, saying that 
on the island there are no 
floats.

“It’s bigger here than 
in Guyana,” Zayas said.

Tanesha Sookram, 22, 
and her family traveled 
more than three hours 
from New Jersey. She said 
she still remembered the 
last time they came to Rich-
mond Hill for the occasion 
a decade ago and she was 
covered in powder in Phil 
“Scooter” Rizzuto Park.

“I’ve been looking for-
ward to this since I was 12,” 
she said.Teenagers cover a girl with yellow powder at the conclusion of the Phagwah Parade.  

 Photo by Christina Santucci

Phagwah celebrates rites of early spring
Richmond Hill pays annual  tribute to Hindu holiday with parade, dancing and colorful powders  



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, M
AR. 23, 2014

5

SPRING EVENT
Car Giveaway

Brand New 2014 Hyundai Genesis

$1000 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

$500 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

$100 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

LONG ISLAND CITY LOCATION 93.1 AMOR LIVE on Air, DJ, Clown, 
Face Painter, Food Demos, and more! Fun for the whole family!

CAR GIVEAWAY SWEEPSTAKES PRIZESApril

12
2014
11am-3pm

10% OFF TOTAL GROCERY BILL
Coupon expires April 20, 2014. Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupon valid only at Food Bazaar 
located at 42-02 Northern Boulevard Long Island City, New York 11101. Coupon not valid and cannot be used at any other Food Bazaar location. 
10% off entire purchase of $50 or more (“Qualifying Purchase”). Qualifying Purchases are calculated BEFORE taxes, bottle deposits, and the face value of manufacturer coupons 
and AFTER Food Bazaar store coupons and any doubled or tripled value of manufacturer coupons. Program excludes prescription medications, gift certifi cates, gift cards, postage 
stamp sales, money orders, money transfers, lottery tickets, as well as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Not valid 
with any other offer and Coupon cannot be combined with employee, senior citizen, fi re department and other discounts typically offered by Food Bazaar. Coupon not valid for 
the purchase of gift certifi cates and cannot be redeemed as cash or merchandise credit if merchandise is returned. Coupon discount savings applied to all purchased items on a 
prorated basis; any refunds will be given in the prorated amount. No cash value.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Charter school sup-

porters gathered outside a 
southeast Queens church 
earlier this week, asking 
Albany to pass legisla-
tion that will provide the 
institutions with funding 
to build their own school 
houses.

“All we’re saying is we 
need equal opportunities 
for funding and for build-
ing schools in our neigh-
borhood,” the Rev. Calvin 
Rice said outside the New 
Jerusalem Baptist Church, 
at 122-05 Smith St.,  in South 
Jamaica Tuesday.

Rice founded the Roch-
dale Early Advantage Char-
ter School in 2010, and the 
academy’s 193 students go 
to school every day in space 
provided by the church.

“This school here was 
founded by myself and the 

reason I founded it was 
because I believe that chil-
dren need to have a choice,” 
he said, adding that Early 
Advantage would have to 
spend about 20 percent of 
its budget on rent and utili-
ties if not for the church’s 
support. “The only way we 
survive is because this con-
gregation supports educa-
tion and they support this 
school.”

The debate over char-
ter schools seems as if it 
has intensified with each 
passing day ever since May-
or Bill de Blasio last month 
decided to deny space in-
side public school build-
ings that had been granted 
by the Bloomberg admin-
istration to three Success 
Academy charter schools, 
including one proposed to 
open next year inside Au-
gust Martin High School in 
South Jamaica.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A rent dispute between 
Ohr Natan synagogue and 
the Rego Park congrega-
tions’ landlord has landed 
the two in court.

Rabbi Nahum Kaziev, 
who leads the Bukharian 
house of worship, at 98-81 
Queens Blvd., said Ohr 
Natan was served with an 
eviction notice after the 
property owners accused 
the temple of not paying 
rent.

He said the synagogue 
continued sending monthly 
checks, but was told its 
landlord, Trylon LLC, did 
not receive them.

The temple attempted 
to send more checks to ac-
count for the missing mon-
ey, but Trylon argued the 
rent was late and moved 
to terminate its lease in 
Queens Supreme Court, ac-
cording to Kaziev.

Judge Terrence 
O’Conner dismissed the 
case because of a technical-
ity earlier this month, but 
Trylon LLC plans to re-file 
its case.

Still, the rabbi wel-
comed the temporary re-
prieve.

“We thank God our 
prayers were heard. We had 
hundreds of people pray-
ing, about 60 came to the 
civil court room during the 
hearing,” he said. “They 
cannot just come and con-

demn a community center 
with thousands of members 
and destroy a house of wor-
ship.”

Ohr Natan and the Ed-
ucational Center for New 
Americans, which serve 
mostly the Bukharian Jew-
ish community that hails 
from Uzbekistan and Cen-
tral Asia, and Trylon have 
clashed for months.

After Trylon bought 
the building for $9 million 
in December 2012, Kaziev 
said the landlords sought to 
demolish the commercial 
property, evict Ohr Natan 
and other storefronts and 
build high-rise apartments 
in their place.

The Art Deco-style 
building that houses the 
synagogue was created for 
the 1939 World’s Fair and 
used as a movie theater 
until the Trylon Theater 
closed in the late 1990s. 
The congregation moved 
into the theater in 2002 and 
spent $2.1 million restoring 
the facility to meet its 1,000 
members’ needs, according 
to Kaziev.

Trylon has been dis-
puting the rabbi’s claims 
since the property sale.

A Trylon employee, 
who would not disclose his 
name because he identified 
himself with the Jewish 
community, said the com-
pany sought to protect Ohr 
Natan by providing it with 
a temporary facility nearby 

while it knocked down the 
structure  and constructed 
a new building, comprised 
of commercial stores on the 
first floor, space for Ohr 
Natan on the second and 
then residential units.

He said Trylon had 
been too busy trying to col-
laborate with Ohr Natan to 
begin drafting blueprints.

Meanwhile, the man 
said the synagogue missed 
its rent payments and did 
not respond to requests for 

payment until Trylon took 
the dispute to court.

The judge then dis-
missed the case because 
Trylon served the congre-
gation with a notice that 
contained the wrong ad-
dress.

“Now I am going to 
have my attorney send him 
another notice at the cor-
rect address,” the man from 
Trylon said, noting that to 
date the congregation owes 
about $100,000.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks joins charter school supporters at a rally 
outside South Jamaica’s New Jerusalem Baptist Church. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Ohr Natan synagogue fears it may lose its space in the former 
Trylon Theatre, at 98-81 Queens Blvd.

SE Queens church 
rallies for charters

Temple’s lease in tumult
Rego Park synagogue argues with landlord over rent in civil court
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  St. John Cemetery  Mount St. Mary 

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

NYPTL 3/23/14
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Dozens of Flushing 
neighbors have signed up 
to skip the middle man 
during this year’s farming 
season.

More than 60 residents 
met last weekend to re-
launch Flushing’s Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture 
initiative, which provides 
members with fresh organ-
ic produce straight from a 
local farm, organizers said.

“This is an opportuni-
ty to reach out to people in 
Flushing, to create educat-
ed consumers in the neigh-
borhood and to let them 
know what the alterna-
tive food options are. This 
helps people to get organic 
food while supporting lo-
cal farms,” said John Choe, 
a member of the CSA and 
director of One Flushing, a 
community-based econom-
ic development center.

The Flushing CSA was 

started in spring 2012 by a 
group of residents who were 
concerned about the lack of 
organic produce available 
in Flushing.

The group is part of 
a network of CSAs called 
Just Food, which helps con-
nect residents with nearby 
farmers.

It was through the 
network that Flushing 

CSA found farmers Maggie 
Wood and Matthew Kurek 
from Golden Earthworm 
Organic Farm on Long Is-
land.

The two attended the 
meeting and brought sam-
ples of fruits and vegetables 
the CSA’s members can ex-
pect this year.

Kurek, a chef turned 
farmer, started Golden 

Earthworm in 1996 as a 
small farm. He now culti-
vates more than 80 acres of 
protected land and directly 
serves more than 1,500 fam-
ilies in the city.

“I get the opportunity 
to meet the farmers who 
grow my food and visit the 
farm my food comes from,” 
said Griffin Sheahan, a 
CSA member and mother of 

two. “This instills a sense 
of trust and confidence, 
which I don’t get from mass-
produced, overly processed 
food sold in supermarkets.”

In exchange for a $560 
yearly fee, members re-
ceive a box of fresh vegeta-
bles every week from the 
end of May until the end of 
November.

“I found the food quite 

delicious and diverse,” said 
Ralph Reinertsen, a Flush-
ing resident who joined the 
CSA in its first year and is 
now one of the group’s coor-
dinators. “Moreover, by the 
end of August, I believed 
that I had already got my 
money’s worth and I still 
had three months more to 
go.”

The CSA has intro-
duced a subsidized rate 
this season for low-income 
individuals who want to 
become members. Member-
ship for these applicants 
will be $280, Choe said.

The Flushing CSA had 
33 members in its first year 
and about 40 shareholders 
in 2013. Organizers said 
they hope they will be able 
to attract up to 60 members 
this year.

The CSA is open to 
all and those interested in 
signing up can apply by 
e-mailing flushingcsa@
gmail.com.

Flushing residents sample organic products and meet local farm-
ers at a CSA meeting. Photo courtesy Frank Regan

Flushing food cooperative embarks on third season
Group of residents seeks to ensure access to locally grown, organic vegetables for community

Flushing CSA members celebrate the beginning of the group’s 
third season. Photo courtesy Frank Regan
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Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island. 

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                      

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan 
invites you to one of 
our FREE seminars to 
learn about elder law, 
trusts and estates law, 
and estate planning. 

We’ll help you make educated decisions.
Get answers to questions such as:

-How can I protect assets
from the government?

-How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

We’re also on the radio

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer 
and 570 AM WMCA, Saturdays at 

6:00 PM to listen to 
Ask the Lawyer with 

 Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com

MON. APRIL 7  

BROOKLYN-
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Vesuvio

7305 Third Avenue

TUES. APRIL 8  WED. APRIL 9  

FRI. APRIL 11  

NEW YORK-
MIDTOWN

11 AM & 3 PM 
Lighthouse International

111 East 59  Street

STATEN ISLAND-
GRASMERE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Bocelli’s Ristorante

1250 Hylan Blvd. 

QUEENS-
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM 
Best Western 

220-33 Northern Blvd. 

THURS. APRIL 10  

QUEENS-
MIDDLE VILLAGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
La Bella Cucina

69-61 Juniper Boulevard South
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY BILL PARRY

A turf war has broken 
out in the Dutch Kills sec-
tion of Long Island City, 
and it will take a judge to 
sort things out.

At issue is two bars, 
less than a mile apart, 
which use the neighbor-
hood’s name in their moni-
kers.

Rich Boccato, owner of 
a bar called Dutch Kills, is 
suing Dominic Stiller, his 
wife and a former partner 
for naming his restaurant 
Dutch Kills Centraal.

According to a lawsuit 
filed in Brooklyn federal 
court, Boccato is seeking 
a name change and mon-
etary damages for trade-
mark infringement, unfair 
competition, deceptive acts 
and practices and unjust 
enrichment.

Dutch Kills is a well-
known cocktail lounge that 
opened at 27-24 Jackson 
Ave. in 2009. Soon after 
Stiller opened Dutch Kills 
Centraal at 38-40 29th St. 
last September, he received 
a cease and desist order 
from Boccato’s lawyer.

Stiller ignored the 
letter and filed the name 
Dutch Kills Centraal with 
the U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office three days lat-
er  in what the suit calls “a 
blatant and hostile attempt 
to steal” the name.

“The difference is, on 
our application, no claim is 
made to the exclusive right 
to use Dutch Kills,” Stiller 

said. “Dutch Kills, the 
bar, does not. They should 
trademark Dutch Kills the 
Bar and disclaim exclusive 
use of a 400-year-old neigh-
borhood name.”

Boccato claims Dutch 
Kills Centraal not only 
stole his bar’s name, but his 
business model and reputa-
tion, too.

Boccato would not 
comment, but his attorney, 
David DeStefano, said, 
“Unfortunately, the de-
fendants’ use of the Dutch 
Kills name in connection to 
their business has caused 
a great deal of confusion 
among the consumer base. 
My clients hope to remedy 
any confusion and damage 
to their reputation that has 
occurred.”

The lawsuit accuses 
Stiller of engaging in de-
ceptive behavior for chang-
ing the name from Wind-
mill Tap & Grill to Dutch 
Kills Centraal just prior to 
opening. Stiller explained 
it was because Paul Cohen, 
an original partner who 
is also named in the case, 
dropped out of the project.

Stiller and his wife, 
Jean Cawley, are involved 
in the community and have 
an engineering business 
and residence two blocks 
from the restaurant. While 
Cawley advocates for safe 
streets in the neighbor-
hood, Stiller serves as 
president of the Dutch Kills 
Civic Association.

“We have a strong 
connection to this com-

munity, care about it and 
will fight one person own-
ing the name of our town,” 
Stiller said. “Dutch Kills 
was around for at least 350 
years before Richard Boc-
cato even knew what a fan-
cy cocktail was.”

Stiller added that he 
would go to court armed 
with letters of support from 
civic leaders and elected of-
ficials.

“We didn’t think twice 
about their existence when 
we chose our name,” Still-
er said. “Sorry, we didn’t 
think we needed permis-
sion from a self-interested 
mixologist. We think we 
live in a neighborhood, not 
in a bar.”

DeStefano claimed his 
client is equally invested 
in the neighborhood, open-
ing his bar before the cur-
rent business and building 
boom was underway. The 
attorney pointed out that 
Boccato opened a second 
business when he part-
nered with Rich Nieto to 
open Sweetleaf Cocktail 
Bar, at 46-15 Center Blvd.

“Mr. Boccato is an ad-
vocate of Long Island City 
and took a chance opening 
his business there in 2009 
on a desolate industrial 
block,” DeStefano said. 
“Like all business owners 
in Long Island City, he’s ex-
cited to watch and be a part 
of the new development. In 
2012, he even helped anoth-
er bar owner open a high-
end cocktail establishment 
a few blocks away. 

Two bar owners battle
over Dutch Kills name
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Maspeth wants to halt 
the hipsters.

In response to an art 
center’s application for a 
cabaret and liquor license 
on Flushing Avenue, resi-
dents began circulating a 
memo headlined “Warn-
ing, up to 5,000 drinking 
hipsters are coming to Mas-
peth.”

After using temporary 
permits to host events in 
the former glass factory, at 
52-19 Flushing Ave., Knock-
down Center has applied 
for a permanent liquor and 
cabaret license and taken 
steps to receive a public as-
sembly certification autho-
rizing the admission of up 
to 5,000 people.

Knockdown Center 
management said the fa-
cility would host classes, 
residences and exhibits 
featuring work from sev-
eral mediums, as well as 
rent out the venue for pri-

vate parties. Its temporary 
events have included every-
thing from a “bring your 
own beamer,” which invites 
attendees to bring a video 
projector, and showcase 
films, to the opening of a 
mini golf course comprised 
of sculptor-commissioned 
holes.

Before voting to send 

a letter opposing Knock-
down Center’s application 
to the state Liquor Author-
ity March 12, Community 
Board 5 members said they 
feared the venue would 
draw young partiers from 
north Brooklyn, grow too 
noisy for nearby residents 
and infringe on the Mas-
peth Industrial Business 

Zone.
“Anybody in the com-

munity that lives in that 
general vicinity should be 
alarmed. This is a blueprint 
for disaster,” said Robert 
Holden, a CB 5 member and 
president of the Juniper 
Park Civic Association.

Soon Maspeth resi-
dents were deriding the 

project as a hipster magnet 
on Facebook.

The term “hipster” is 
often associated with gen-
trification, particularly in 
neighborhoods like Brook-
lyn’s Williamsburg and 
Bushwick, where an influx 
of younger people have ush-
ered in more bars and res-
taurants while edging out 
traditional inhabitants and 
manufacturing sites.

Myers said he thought 
“hipster” did not have a 
common definition and had 
evolved into a general pejo-
rative.

“I don’t think pejora-
tively about our potential 
clientele,” he said, noting 
that Knockdown sought to 
attract people of all ages 
and backgrounds. “It’s part 
of our mandate to make 
sure we reach whatever au-
diences possible.”

He said the cabaret and 
liquor license would permit 
Knockdown Center to serve 
beer during literary read-

ings or host openings mod-
eled after the MoMA PS1 
museum, which feature 
DJs and wine.

The permits would be 
necessary for Knockdown 
Center to host  weddings 
and private parties, which 
Myers said would help fi-
nance the group’s philan-
thropic work. Knockdown 
Center plans to collaborate 
with Queens Council on 
the Arts to offer artists free 
studio space.

Myers anticipated the 
venue reaching its capacity 
once or twice a month.

Although Knockdown 
Center is in the Maspeth 
IBZ, which was established 
in 2006 as a way for the city 
to protect manufacturing 
districts by pledging not 
to alter the zoning and us-
ing tax incentives to lure in 
new businesses, Myers said 
the project would not re-
quire any zoning changes.

Knockdown Center seeks to open an arts facility, at 52-19 Flushing Ave. in Maspeth.

Maspeth fears hipster invasion with cabaret

www.Timesledger.com
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS

Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE  
$24 + TAX 
INCLUDES: 
 1¼ lb Lobster  

(steamed or broiled)
 French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries  

or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

TWIN  
$44 + TAX 

INCLUDES: 
 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)

 (Two) French Fries, Sweet Potato 
Fries or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–9pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 4/1/14

Exp. 4/1/14

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A lawmaker from 
southeast Queens who 
spent two days on the street 
last year wants Albany to 
ease restrictions he says 
are preventing the city 
from helping the homeless 
get back on their feet.

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) is 
the lead sponsor on a non-
binding resolution calling 
on the state Legislature 
and the governor to strike 
language from the upcom-
ing fiscal year’s budget 
that prevents the city from 
using state money to reim-
burse housing subsidies for 
the homeless.

“It’s been proven that 
it costs less to put families 
in permanent housing” 
than to put them up in city 
shelters, Wills said. “It just 
makes sense.”

Through the Advan-
tage program started 
by then-Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg in 2007, the city 
used to provide rental sub-
sidies for up to two years to 
homeless New Yorkers who 
either worked or received 
job training.

But when Gov. An-
drew Cuomo eliminated 
the state’s $65 million con-
tribution to the program in 
2011, the city lost out on $27 
million in federal matching 
funds and could not main-
tain Advantage.

Following the pro-
gram’s demise, the shelter 
population swelled to more 
than 52,000 and the city has 
struggled to cope with the 
overwhelming numbers.

But when it comes to 
providing rental subsidies 
with current funds, the city 
Department of Homeless 
Services’ hands are tied by 
language in the state bud-
get that bars the agency 
from providing shelter sup-
plements “other than those 
to prevent eviction.”

Now Wills and his 
allies on the Council are 
urging state lawmakers 

to eliminate the language 
from the budget before they 
reach a deal ahead of the 
April 1 fiscal deadline.

“Homelessness is at re-
cord highs in New York City 
and the number of people in 
the shelter system, includ-
ing families with children, 
is continuing to increase” 
said Councilman Stephen 
Levin (D-Brooklyn), chair-
man of the General Welfare 
Committee. “It must be our 
mission to help homeless 
New Yorkers find a way 
out of the shelter system 
and New York City needs 
flexibility to make this hap-
pen.”

Wills said communi-
ties like his are overbur-
dened with homeless shel-
ters and he has introduced 
legislation that would 
require the city to more 
equitably distribute the fa-
cilities.

In December he spent 
two days as a homeless man 
 before he was sidelined by 
pneumonia.

The councilman said 
he decided to tackle home-
lessness as an issue out of 
empathy for those who are 
simply down on their luck, 
adding that despite grab-
bing a few headlines him-
self  there is a large coalition 
of lawmakers and organiz-
ers who are working hard 
to resolve the problem.

“I just get a little more 
attention,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Wills asks state to free
homeless rent subsidies

City Councilman Ruben Wills is asking Albany to lift restrictions 
on state funding so the city can provide housing subsidies to the 
homeless.

The state budget 
bars the city from 
providing shelter 

supplements.
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Way in placing the signs in 
locations where slow zones 
have been delayed by the 
city Department of Trans-
portation.

“There are currently 
dozens of communities that 
have applied for Slow Zones 
and await groundbreaking 
while people are dying,” 
organizer Keegan Stephan 
said. “These communities 
knew their streets were 
dangerous and asked the 
city to fix them, but were 
told no or not yet by the last 
administration.”

Signs that read “Speed 
20 is Plenty” went up along 
34th Avenue in Jackson 
Heights as well as in As-
toria and Jamaica in the 
hopes of slowing speeding 
drivers and reducing pe-
destrian fatalities.

“If you’re hit by a car 
going 30 mph, you have a 50 
percent chance of dying,” 
Stephan said. “If you’re hit 
by a car going 20 mph, you 
have a 95 percent chance of 
surviving.”

Last year the DOT ap-

proved a plan to create a 
slow zone on 34th Avenue 
in Jackson Height between 
69th and 82nd streets over 
to Roosevelt Avenue. The 
zones use traffic calm-
ing measures to lower the 
speed limit to 20 mph with 
signs, speed bumps and 
street markings.

The DOT will meet 
with members of Commu-
nity Board 3 in the coming 
weeks to discuss the imple-
mentation of the plan for 
Jackson Height this sum-
mer.

Such delays moved 
Right of Way to act.

“These delays are 
largely due to the last ad-
ministration granting com-

munity boards veto power 
over slow zones,” Stephan 
said. “If the water supply 
were poisoned and killing 
250 people a year, would you 
ask for community board 
approval to fix it? No. The 
DOT must use the mandate 
of Vision Zero to revoke the 
veto power of community 
boards and begin install-
ing life-saving infrastruc-
ture today.”

Vision Zero is the ac-
tion plan to curb pedes-
trian fatalities using lower 
speed limits and using traf-
fic calming methods like 
slow zones.

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) said, “Creating 

slow zones would almost 
certainly reduce traffic-
related injuries and fatali-
ties. I stand by the notion 
that even one traffic-related 
death is one too many.”

Meanwhile, elected 
officials and members of 
Make Queens Safer called 
for the public’s help in find-
ing the killer of a 64-year-
old Richmond Hill man 
who was struck and killed 
on Northern Boulevard 
March 8.

The NYPD is still look-
ing for the driver of a black 
or dark-colored Chevy 
Blazer that fatally struck 
Kumar Ragunath while he 
crossed the street at 40th 
Road. The father of three 
and grandfather of six be-
came the second person 
struck and killed on North-
ern Boulevard in the last 
three months. More than 
550 people were injured on 
the boulevard last year.

“Northern Boulevard 
is one of the borough’s 
deadliest stretches, and 
making it safer for all will 
continue to be a priority for 
my office,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said.

Continued from Page 1 

Slow Zones

Activists post mock signs in three neighborhoods advocat-
ing for Slow Zones to slow speeding drivers. 

Photo courtesy Cristina Furlong

of the ’64 World’s Fair, in 
Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park, should not be 
torn down.

“The right direction 
is to preserve and save 
this for generations to 
come, to make it a useful 
part of the park,” Katz 
told a group of elected offi-
cials, community leaders 
and Parks Department 
employees during a walk 
through of the grounds.

She has revisited the 
topic in several public 
appearances since, and 
Katz formed a preserva-
tion task force that meets 
regularly at Borough Hall 
to plan the Pavilion’s fu-
ture.

The Pavilion was de-
signed by architect Philip 
Johnson and is com-
prised of three observa-
tion towers, the largest of 
which is 226 feet tall, and 

a structure known as the 
Tent of Tomorrow, which 
has 16 100-foot pillars that 
at one time supported a 
50,000-square-foot roof.

The Pavilion closed 
down after the World’s 
Fair and intermittently 
served as a concert venue, 
roller skating rink and a 
movie set. It appeared in 
“Men in Black” and “The 
Wiz,” among other films.

On April 22, the curi-
ous will be able to get an 
up-close look. RSVPs are 
not required and visitors 
will have to wear hard 
hats, which will be pro-
vided.

“It’s going to be 
strange seeing humans 
back in there,” preserva-
tionist Khan said. “Most 
people have never been 
inside.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718.260.4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Pavilion

Call the newsroom at (718) 260-4545 (718) 260-4545 

or visit us online at www.Timesledger.com

VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE TODAY

VIP GRAND 
OPENING!

townhomes
starting at

$249,900

pricing starting 
in the mid
$200’s

1 Maple Fields Dr. Middletown, NY
31 Schutt Rd., Town of Wallkill, NY 10940 

 10am-5pm and By Appointment

Maple-Fields.com  914-461-9208 GroveAtNewWindsor.com  914-461-9205
The complete terms are in the offering plan available from sponsor file #H13-0001.

A YOU CAN SEE!

QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES AVAILABLE!

2604 Hawthorn Way
New Windsor, NY

Sales Hours: 10am-5pm and 
By Appointment
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Flug wrote in a decision 
dated March 3. “None of 
the petitioners claim that 
they did not receive notice 
of said meeting or that 
they did not attend said 
meeting due to a lack of 
notice.”

Turner mounted a 
bid to unseat Ragusa last 
year as a corruption scan-
dal rocked the Republican 
Party following years of 
internal strife.

Earlier in the year, 
former Queens GOP Vice 
Chairman Vince Tab-
one was indicted on fed-
eral charges alleging he 
schemed to sell off the 
party’s mayoral nomina-
tion to state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis).

The party’s leader-
ship and an insurgent fac-
tion of Republicans lead by 
Turner and City Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) have for years been 
wrestling for control of 
the county GOP, and fol-
lowing the scandal a large 
number of state and coun-

ty committee members 
— those who vote for the 
party’s leaders — faced 
primary challenges.

In the end, Ragusa 
was able to retain control 
of the party.

Queens GOP Ex-
ecutive Director Robert 
Hornak said he was en-
couraged by the court’s 
decision.

“We are very pleased 
that the court ruled in our 
favor and agreed the law-
suit challenging Chair-
man Ragusa was without 
merit,” said Hornak, who 
added the party was look-

ing to mend the broken 
fences and advance a Re-
publican agenda.

“We look forward to 
focusing on the future, to 
uniting and building the 
Queens GOP while stand-
ing up against the radical 
agenda of [Mayor] Bill De 
Blasio, [Council Speaker] 
Melissa Mark-Viverito 
and their allies in the 
Democratic Party who 
are undertaking a war on 
children and quality edu-
cation and are trying to 
turn the clock back to the 
pre-Giuliani days on safe-
ty and security,” he said.

“We are going to brand 
it with a Hilton Garden 
Inn,” said Patel, who noted 
Able went into contract to 
purchase the property in 
February. 

“The Hilton Garden 
Inn is a four-star hotel, has 
been in business for over 
20 years — very reputable 
brand,” he said.

When it was first an-
nounced, the hotel was go-
ing to be 24 stories with 
210 rooms, but according to 
the figures Patel gave, the 
property will now be 26 sto-
ries with 240 rooms.

Final plans for the 
building are expected to 
be completed at the end 
of the month, and the ho-
tel’s architect will be Gf55 
Partners, the firm that de-
signed the Norman Towers 
apartments several blocks 
away on 161st Street as well 
as the Farfield Inn hotel in 
Long Island City and more 
than two dozen properties 
in Harlem.

Patel did give a sneak 
peek of drawings depict-

ing the hotel’s ground floor, 
which will feature a restau-
rant and bar facing Sutphin 
Avenue across the street 
from the AirTrain termi-
nal. The scope of the project 
has expanded as well.

The long-awaited de-
velopment from fallow site 
to mega-hotel is represen-
tative of the delayed reju-
venation the neighborhood 
has experienced.

The Port Authority 
gave Greater Jamaica $2.7 
million in 2004 to purchase 
the site and develop it into a 
corporate park, but the non-
profit struggled to attract 
private investment and the 

site remained unused.
In the meantime, the 

city rezoned the downtown 
area in 2007 with high 
hopes of encouraging de-
velopment, but the reces-
sion hit and any plans that 
were in the works failed to 
take off.

The area has just re-
cently started to see the 
signs of life that were long 
hoped for.

In 2012, the Dermot Co. 
opened its LEED-certified 
property Moda on Parsons 
Boulevard, bringing 346 
luxury rental units to the 
neighborhood. Greater 
Jamaica has announced 
partnerships to bring a 
retail complex and a mas-
sive mixed-use building to 
the area, and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo designated York 
College as a tax-free zone 
that the state is hoping will 
attract start-up companies.

Greater Jamaica 
President Carlisle Towery 
said the neighborhood had 
turned a corner.

“Jamaica’s potential is 
just now beginning to be re-
alized,” he said.

Continued from Page 1 

Ragusa
Continued from Page 1 

Hilton

Final plans for the 26-sto-
ry hotel near the downtown 
Jamaica transit hub are ex-
pected later this month. A judge has dismissed a legal challenge to Queens GOP Chairman 

Phil Ragusa’s victory in the party’s leadership election last year.

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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Authentic German
Dining & Experience

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

Located Right Next to Our Stammtisch Pork Store

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Goulash Soup or Salad

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE
Served with Homefried Potatoes.
Choice of Pork or Chicken Cutlet:

Wienerschnitzel
traditional breaded cutlet, served with lemon

Wienerschnitzel ala Holstein
with an egg, capers and anchovie (optional)

Jägerschnitzel
mushroom sauce, house favorite

Zigeunerschnitzel
onion, pepper, paprika sauce

Schnitzel Hawaii
pineapple, curryrahm sauce, ham and cheese

Pfe�erschnitzel
light peppercorn cream sauce

FOR DESSERT
Homemade Rice Pudding

with meringue topping
Co�ee or �ea

�ondays � �uesdays Pri� �i� � 	nly 
��.�
�ine��n 	nly. �o Substitutions.

Scan �o Join 	ur �ailing �ist for
��clusive �oney�Saving 	�ers
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