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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Friends of the QueensWay’s 
plan to construct a park hinges on 
just 3.5 miles of railway, but the 

controversy around those tracks 
has reverberated much farther.

Proponents of transforming 
the abandoned Rockaway Beach 
branch of the Long Island Rail 

Road into a green strip modeled 
after the High Line in Manhattan 
gathered Monday in Metropolitan 
Expeditionary Learning School’s 
cafeteria to discuss details of the 

proposal.
Beyond concerns about the 

QueensWay driving up traffic, 
eating into parking spaces and 
infringing on the privacy of back-
yards, the group heard from those 
calling for the reactivation of the 
LIRR line, who came armed with 
posters and leaflets.

With financing from a na-
tional non-profit called The Trust 
for Public Land, Friends of the 
QueensWay hired consultants to 
study the feasibility of turning 
the tracks stretching from Ozone 
Park to Rego Park into a pedes-
trian and biking path buffered by 
parkland.

After soliciting feedback dur-
ing two workshops this month, 
Adam Lubinsky, principal with 
WXY Architecture and Urban 
Design, said the group planned 
to put forth designs plans with fi-
nancing ideas  in June.

“Within a mile, you’ve got a 
quarter of a million people, so it’s 
really a big opportunity to give 
people access to open space,” he 
said.

Lubinsky described several 
path layouts — some with sepa-
rate paths for bikers and pedestri-

BY BILL PARRY

The Fortune Society, an 
agency that helps former prison-
ers re-enter society, celebrated 
the grand reopening of its newly 
renovated and refurbished head-
quarters in Long Island City 
Tuesday.

The 45-year-old organiza-
tion helps 4,000 released prison 
inmates a year turn around their 
lives  through education, hous-
ing, employment services, sub-
stance abuse and mental health 
treatment, family services and 
HIV/AIDS services.

Originally founded in Man-
hattan’s theater district, For-
tune Society moved into an office 
building, at 29-76 Northern Blvd 
in 2008. 

“This place has taken a 
beating over the years —  it was 
always pretty drab,” Fortune 
Society Vice President Stanley 
Richards said. “Now this space 
matches the hopes and visions of 
our clients.”

The Robin Hood Foundation 
provided a $275,000 capital grant 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Opponents of a plan to build a megamall on 
parkland adjacent to Citi Field held a rally last 
weekend on Roosevelt Avenue to reinforce their 
disapproval of the project.

Queens civic leaders, park advocates and 

Protesters contend Willets mall 

would violate state parkland law
BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Whitestone pizze-
ria’s application to build a 
sidewalk café, which met 
strong community opposi-
tion, was struck down by 
the City Council’s Land Use 
Committee last week.

The committee unani-

mously voted against ap-
proving the proposal by 
Nonna’s Pizzeria & Tratto-
ria, which would have add-
ed a 320-square-foot space 
to the restaurant that could 
accommodate 22 additional 
chairs and 11 tables.

“A sidewalk café is 
simply wrong for this loca-

tion,” said state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), who ac-
tively opposed the propos-
al. “The site is surrounded 
by mom-and-pop stores in a 
quiet residential neighbor-
hood. That is why the café 
application was immediate-
ly met with significant op-

Nonna’s Pizzeria & Trattoria’s application 
to build a sidewalk café was struck down 
in the City Council’s Land Use Committee 
last week.

Ex-con center
gets new life

in its LIC digs

QueensWay park mapped out
Supporters push for green strip as alternative to revival of old Rockaway Line

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 13 Continued on Page 13

No to Nonna’s sidewalk café

MIRROR, MIRROR

Snow White the cat looks out from her crate at Heavenly Angels animal shelter in Ozone Park. The organization’s 
lease was not renewed and its founder is searching for a new spot to house more than 100 animals available for 
adoption. Photos by Christina Santucci
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All Queens celebrates in the
GRAND OPENING of
4 NEW STRAWBERRY’S

Save on fashion clothing and accessories! JUNIORS • MISSES 
PLUS • HANDBAGS • SHOES • JEWELRY • INTIMATE

in BROOKLYN & BRONX

Sale going on in these Queens locations only:

163-19 Jamaica Ave. 718 526-2800  Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10am-7:30pm  Sun. 10am-7pm 

71-24 Austin St. 718 793-5491  Hours: Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm Thurs. & Fri. 10am-9pm Sat. 10am-8pm Sun. 11am-7pm 

Fresh Meadow Shopping Ctr. 718 264-2843  Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm  Sun. 11am-7pm 

30-98 Steinway St. 718 726-3877  Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm  Sun. 11am-7pm

New Brooklyn Locations: 1720 Atlantic Ave. & 3805 Church Ave. 
New Bronx Locations: 2155 White Plains Rd. & 380 Metropolitan Ave.
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BY BILL PARRY

The artists from 
5Pointz will explore the 
heartache brought on by the 
destruction of their world 
famous graffiti mecca just 
two blocks away from its 
ghostly shell. 

The Jeffrey Leder Gal-
lery, at 21-37 45th Road, 
will open a unique exhibit 
called Whitewash April 5 
featuring original works 
from nine graffiti artists 
and two photographers, all 
created following the infa-
mous whitewashing of their 
artwork in November.

5Pointz owners Gerry 
and David Wolkoff ordered 
workers to paint over the 
graffiti mecca during the 
overnight hours of Nov. 
19 following a favorable 
ruling from a Brooklyn 
Supreme Court judge that 
allowed them to prepare 
the warehouse complex, at 
22-44 Jackson Ave., for de-

molition scheduled for this 
spring.

The Wolkoffs will 
build two residential, high-
rise towers in its place.

“Being awakened by 
that phone call and alerted 
to what was happening that 
morning, I would have nev-
er expected the emotional 
impact it had on us,” 5Pointz 
artist spokeswoman Ma-
rie Cecil Flageul said. “In 

the months and weeks that 
followed there was a need 
to do some kind of group 
therapy — that is how the 
project came about.”

Gallery owner Jeffrey 
Leder was lamenting the 
loss of the landmark as 
well.

“I was affected quite a 
bit by the whitewashing. I 
always watched people’s re-
actions to the graffiti from 

the No. 7 subway. I used to 
sit in the Court Square Din-
er just looking at the art,” 
he said. “I’m invested in 
and love Long Island City 
and I realized how much a 
part 5Pointz was.”

The Jeffrey Leder Gal-
lery is home to traditional 
painting and photography 
and has never hosted street 
art in its 10 years in Long 
Island City.

“Yes, this is something 
very different, no doubt,” 
Leder said. “I just wanted 
them to have one last col-
lective project before they 
move on with their lives.”

Leder decided to reach 
out to Cecil Flageul and cu-
rator Meres One.

“I was an observer and 
an appreciator, but at age 
68 I am not in their world,” 
Leder said. “ That is why I 
asked Marie to curate the 
exhibition.”

The 5Pointz artists 
did have a show at the Gold 
Coast Gallery, in Great 
Neck, L.I., over this past 
winter, but it was from pre-
vious works from their own 
collections.

“This project was all 
part of a closure process. 
We also needed to show 
how the whitewashing af-
fected human beings with 
feelings,” Cecil Flageul 
said. “The exhibit will be a 
public conversation about 

what we felt, the truest 
close-up on the feelings we 
experienced. It’s a story of 
pain, sadness and anger 
at times and reflection, an 
epic of an art community 
and its home coming apart 
under the pressure of eco-
nomical trends and waves 
of gentrification.”

Leder said his gallery 
would feature a store for 
the first time, selling the 
works of the artists during 
the show’s duration from 
April 5 to June 8. He added 
that the artwork is power-
ful.

Cecil Flageul calls it a 
grieving process.

“Every artist, every 
piece is personal. I pushed 
them to bare their emotions 
in their work and it was ex-
cruciating for some,” she 
said. “It will be bittersweet 
the night of the opening be-
cause we’re leaving Long 
Island City and moving to 
Brooklyn.”

Nine graffiti artists and two photographers explore their emotions after the demise of 5Pointz in a 
new exhibit. Artworks courtesy Jeffrey Leder Gallery

5Pointz artists will have a gallery exhibit of original art
Jeffrey Leder to host Whitewash just two blocks away from graffi ti mecca’s destruction in LIC

BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Councilmen from 
northeast Queens called on 
Mayor Bill de Blasio last 
week to put an end to in-
flated water rates.

“For about 10 years 
now the city has been rip-
ping off middle-class New 
Yorkers who pay water 
rates that are far in excess 
of what it costs to run our 
water and sewage system,” 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows) 
told reporters in front of a 
park in Fresh Meadows last 
week. “We’ve had our pock-
ets picked by a city that has 
been voracious in trying to 
raise revenue from wher-
ever it could.”

Water rates are set an-
nually by the city Water 
Board and have gone up by 
at least 5 percent every year 
since fiscal year 2007.

In recent years, the 

rent charged to the Water 
Board has exceeded the 
amount necessary to pay for 
the city’s water and sewer-
related debt service, mean-
ing the city had revenue left 
over which it pumped into 
its general budget.

In this fiscal year, $155 
million of funds paid in 
water rates will be used to 
prop up the budget rather 
than to improve water in-
frastructure, Lancman 
said.

Councilmen Mark 

Weprin (D-Oakland gar-
dens) and Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) signed a letter 
Lancman sent to the mayor, 
asking him to lower rates to 
what they need to be so they 
only cover operating costs.

“I’m urging the mayor 

to honor his commitment to 
eliminate these hidden tax-
es and not charge residents 
for a cost greater than what 
the system’s infrastructure 
requires,” Lancman said at 
the March 20 event.

In his mayoral cam-
paign and as city public ad-
vocate, de Blasio criticized 
former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg for using rev-
enue from water hikes for 
the city’s general budget.

De Blasio recently ap-
pointed Emily Lloyd as his 
commissioner for the city 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection, who 
oversaw some of the high-
est rises in water rates in 
recent memory — includ-
ing a 14.5 percent hike in 
fiscal year 2009 — during 
her previous stint in the po-
sition under Bloomberg.

The mayor expressed 
his commitment to address-
ing the problem at a news 
conference last week, when 

a reporter asked him about 
increasing water rates.

“My goal is to reduce 
any charges that are not re-
lated directly to water,” he 
said. “We’re going to have 
to do that over time as we 
deal with a lot of financial 
challenges. But it’s some-
thing that I’m committed to 
doing over time.”

Although Lancman did 
not offer an alternative rev-
enue stream for the money 
the city’s coffers would lose 
by a rate freeze, he said it 
was the mayor’s job to fig-
ure it out.

“If we’re going to have 
a budget in a city that’s pro-
gressive, transparent and 
fair, that budget cannot be 
composed of fleecing or tak-
ing advantage of different 
segments of the New York 
family,” Lancman said. 
“Stop taking our money 
and figure out where you’re 
going to fill that budget hole 
yourself.”

 Lancman urges mayor to freeze escalating water rates

City Councilman Rory Lancman (c.), flanked by Queens civic leaders, calls on the mayor to put an end 
to inflated water rates. Photo by Alex Robinson
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN
®

HuntingtonHelps.com

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 

skills, con idence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS
K-12 

 
 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
  

EXAM PREP

SAVE $100**

WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

.

Flushing: 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A defunct detention 
center that has served as a 
backdrop for shows such as 
‘Orange Is the New Black’ 
and ‘Blue Bloods’ would be 
perfect place to send the 
borough’s prosecutors, ac-
cording to Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown

Brown is asking the 
city to consider renovat-
ing an empty jail next to 
his offices at the Kew Gar-
dens courthouse in lieu of 
spending $3 million a year 
to house nearly half of his 
staff about four blocks away 
across Queens Boulevard.

“It makes far more 
sense in my judgment to 
renovate the Queens House 
and convert it into office 
space for my staff instead 
of keeping spending $3 mil-
lion on an office building 
four blocks from the court 
house,” Brown testified 
last week at a City Council 
Public Safety Committee 
hearing.

The DA’s office em-
ploys more than 600 as-
sistant district attorneys, 
paralegals, investigators 
and clerical workers, about 
half of whom already go to 
work each day at a building 
four blocks away from the 
court complex.  

Meanwhile, the 10-sto-
ry former Queens House 
of Detention has sat empty 
next to the courthouse 
since it closed in 2002.

The building, owned 
by the city Department of 
Correction, is used as a 
film production site.

“The Queens House of 
Detention is a wonderful 
place to stage your produc-
tion,” reads the website for 
the mayor’s Office of Film, 
Theater and Broadcasting. 
In the past year the center 
has hosted nearly a dozen 
productions, including an 
untitled Chris Rock film 
and the popular Netflix 
series “Orange Is the New 
Black.” 

At the hearing last 

week, during which the 
city’s five district attorneys 
and the special narcotics 
prosecutor made budget 
requests for the new fiscal 
year, Brown asked that the 
Council set aside funding 
to renovate the building.

“It would eliminate the 
dangers of having our staff 
cross Queens Boulevard to 

get to work each day,” he 
said.

The prosecutor’s of-
fice said a case study would 
have to be conducted in or-
der to determine the cost of 
renovating the detention 
center.

The district attorney 

also asked that the city re-
store funding that was cut 
in the aftermath of Sept. 
11.

“We’re still about $10 
million behind where we 
were in fiscal 2002,” he 
said. “That’s the equivalent 
of about 30 new assistant 
district attorneys.”

In the years follow-
ing the terrorist attacks, 
Brown’s office lost $11.7 mil-
lion — or about a quarter 
of its budget. The city has 
been making restorations 
and Brown said he got back 
on solid financial ground 
about four years ago, but 
there was still a way to go 
in order to get his office 
back up to full strength.

“They provided us 
for the first time in many 
years with some degree of 
fiscal certainty,” he said. 
“It’s important to note, 
however, that we still have 
a long road ahead of us to 
rebuild.”

DA wants to turn empty jail into offi ce space

District Attorney Richard Brown wants the city to renovate an 
empty jail so he can consolidate his offices.

The Queens House 
of Detention has 

hosted nearly 
a dozen fi lm 

productions in the 
past year. 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A pair of eastern 

Queens bus lines that has 
been running reduced ser-
vice on weekends since 
the MTA took a hatchet to 
its schedule four years ago 
will soon begin operating 
seven days a week.

Beginning April 6, 
straphangers will be able 
to ride the Q31 from Jamai-
ca to Bayside and the Q77 
from Jamaica to Rosedale 
all weekend long.

The Q31 had been op-
erating weekdays only and 
the Q77 Monday through 
Saturday since they and 
more than 100 other bus 
and rail lines fell victim to 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority budget cuts 
in 2010.

“It’s something that’s 
been needed for a long 
time,” said Mark Henry, 
president of the Amalgam-

ated Transit Union local 
1056 representing Queens 
MTA bus drivers, calling 
the restorations “well-de-
served and long-overdue.”

The MTA announced 
last summer it would roll 
out the expanded services 
early this year, and last 
week Henry and eastern 
Queens leaders gathered at 
the bus terminal in down-
town Jamaica to remind 
riders of the restorations.

“In my district we 
don’t have access to subway 
service and we rely solely 
on surface transit to get 
around,” said state Assem-
blyman Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside), who represents 
the northeastern-most sec-
tion of Queens. “Many of 
my constituents have been 
having a hard time whether 
it’s getting to work, getting 
to doctors’ appointments 
or attending religious ser-
vices.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Advocates for the 
homeless said there is still 
time for Albany to approve 
a plan being pushed by 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
City Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) that 
would free up existing state 
funds in order to create a 
housing-subsidy program 
for those who need it most.

“The argument that 
there’s not enough time 
doesn’t seem to make sense 
to us,” Stephanie Gendell, 
a policy supervisor at the 
Citizens’ Committee for 
Children advocacy group, 
testified Wednesday before 
the Council’s General Wel-
fare Committee.

A day after Gov. An-
drew Cuomo said it was too 
late in the budget process to 
introduce a new proposal, 
the committee voted to ap-
prove a non-binding reso-
lution introduced by Wills 
that asks Albany to elimi-
nate language from the 
budget preventing the city 
from using existing monies 
to replicate a rent-subsidy 
program that was eliminat-
ed three years ago.

“We know that we need 
to have a housing subsidy 
in the city’s tool kit,” Gen-
dell said, “because we’ve 
seen what happens when 
we don’t have it in the tool 
kit.”

Not only did the city’s 
homeless shelter popula-

tions rise after Albany cut 
funding to the Bloomberg 
administration’s Advan-
tage program in 2011, but 
the length of stay climbed, 
too.

The program, which 
provided up to two years’ 
worth of rent assistance, 
received about 24 percent 
of its funding from the city 
and another 19 percent in 
federal funds contingent on 
the state kicking in the re-
maining 57 percent.

The average stay in a 
shelter before Advantage 
was eliminated was 258 
days compared to 429 days 
after.

Language introduced 
into the budget that year 

prevents the city from us-
ing remaining state funds 
to replicate the program, 
and de Blasio and his allies 
simply want this wording 
removed.

During an upstate 
news conference Tuesday, 
Cuomo, who worked with 
de Blasio at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development, said he was 
concerned about the issue 
of homelessness, but intro-
ducing a new initiative in 
the budget would have to 
wait until next year.

“It’s late in the date to 
put something in the actual 
budget, because the budget 
train has basically left the 
station,” he said. “So to 

start a new proposal, it’s 
too late.”

Wills said there had 
been a “miscommunica-
tion” in the way the initia-
tive was being discussed, 
stressing the city was ask-
ing for no additional money 
from Albany, simply that 
lawmakers would loosen 
the reins on existing funds.

“Taking this language 
out is common sense,” he 
said.

Advocates for the city’s 
homeless said the city’s 
shelter population broke 
50,000 last year for the first 
time and fear that figure 
could climb to upward of 
55,000 by next year if noth-
ing is done.

ATU Local 1056 President Mark Henry (r.) is joined by his predeces-
sor, Councilman I. Daneek Miller, and other eastern Queens leaders 
in reminding straphangers to take advantage of restored bus ser-
vice. Photo by Rich Bockmann

City Councilman Ruben Wills says there is still time for Albany to free up existing funds for a rent-sub-
sidy plan to help the homeless.

Q77, Q31 bus service 
to resume weekends

Wills pushes rent subsidies
Councilman says still time for Albany to free up homeless funds
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New York Hospital Queens now provides access to a higher level of primary and specialty care services 
at Bayside Primary Care right here in Bayside.   Formerly known as Barra, Coman and Rawlings, now 
these same physicians you know and trust with your health – Peter R. Barra, M.D., John C. Coman, M.D., 
Ion Oltean, M.D., Grigoriy Shatenfeld, M.D., Sherban Pavlovici, Jr., M.D., Svetlana Fuzaylova, M.D.,  
and Calina Lia Pavlovici, M.D., are part of New York Hospital Queens.    
New York Hospital Queens is proud to be associated with these expert physicians, and we support their 
commitment to protect and promote the health of our Bayside community.  
Whether you have known these physicians and the office staff for years, or you need a new primary care  
doctor for you or your family, please give the office a call at (718) 631-0500 and schedule an appointment. 

Now called, Bayside Primary Care, we are still conveniently located  
at 44-02 Francis Lewis Blvd, Suite A, right here in Bayside.

You can also reach these physicians, or another NYHQ-affiliated physician, with a free call to 
(800) 282-6684, and by using our online physician directory found on nyhq.org.

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

This practice is a member of the 
NYHQ Physician Group, New York 
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Q hy G p,
Queens Medicine and Surgery, P.C.

Now, your doctors in

are part of New York Hospital Queens
Bayside 
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Residents in north-
east Queens fighting the 
increase in airplane noise 
rejoiced this week after 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo di-
rected the Port Authority 
to complete a series of tasks 
intended to address their 
concerns.

In response to a grow-
ing number of complaints 
from homeowners, includ-
ing many in Queens, Cuo-
mo ordered the agency to 
double the number of por-
table noise monitors cur-
rently in place and more 
closely track any aircraft 
that violate the decibel lim-
it so necessary fines can be 
enforced.

He also directed the 
Port Authority to begin car-
rying out a Part 150 noise 
study that he approved last 
November as a way to care-
fully look at how noise from 
nearby airports affects res-
idents living around them.

Cuomo also urged the 
Port Authority and the Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion to work together with 
concerned residents as de-
cisions are made that will 
affect their communities in 
the future.

Janet McEneany, pres-
ident of the Queens Quiet 
Skies advocacy group, said 
she and the other advocates 
fighting the increase in air-
plane noise were pleased to 
hear about Cuomo’s deci-
sion and praised him for 
not taking their concerns 
lightly.

“Overall, we’re very 
happy with the direction 
this is going,” she said on 
behalf of the northeast 
Queens group. “This will, 
for the first time, allow for 
public input, transparency 
and public participation in 
the decision-making.”

Residents in Queens, 
including Queens Quiet 
Skies members, have 
pushed for community in-
volvement in a roundtable 
that would facilitate formal 
discussions and negotia-

tions between the FAA and 
homeowners who say they 
are burdened by airplane 
noise in their neighbor-
hoods. Cuomo’s directive 
requires the Port Authority 
to begin taking part in such 
meetings as early as April.

“Airport noise is right-
ly an important concern 
for residents of Queens, the 
Bronx and Nassau County, 
and that is why I am direct-
ing the Port Authority to 
open a full and thorough 
dialogue with the impacted 
communities while also 
pursuing a noise study to 
better address the issue,” 
Cuomo said. “We will lis-
ten to local residents and 
ensure their input is used 
to make both JFK and La-
Guardia airports better 
neighbors.”

Aside from setting a 
goal of next month for the 
roundtables to begin, Cuo-
mo’s directive did not pro-
vide a timetable for when 
he expected the Port Au-
thority to have all studies 

and monitor installations 
complete.

But McEneany said she 
believes the Port Authority 
is getting ready to start the 
bidding process to find a 
contractor to conduct the 
study, and it will then take 
between 18 and 36 months 
to complete.

Officials from the Port 
Authority said they are 
committed to taking what-
ever steps are needed to ad-
dress the concerns of those 
living around the city’s ma-
jor airports.

“The Port Authority 
understands it must strive 
to be a good neighbor in 
the communities where its 
airports are located,” Port 
Authority Aviation Direc-
tor Thomas Bosco said. 
“We will seek noise mitiga-
tion with the FAA where 
feasible.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Guv listens to Queens
on jet noise complaints

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo recently directed the Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey to conduct a series of noise studies 
in order to ease complaints from residents who live near the city’s 
major airports.
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SPRING EVENT
Car Giveaway

Brand New 2014 Hyundai Genesis

$1000 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

$500 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

$100 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

LONG ISLAND CITY LOCATION 93.1 AMOR LIVE on Air, DJ, Clown, 
Face Painter, Food Demos, and more! Fun for the whole family!

CAR GIVEAWAY SWEEPSTAKES PRIZESApril

12
2014
11am-3pm

10% OFF TOTAL GROCERY BILL
Coupon expires April 20, 2014. Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupon valid only at Food Bazaar 
located at 42-02 Northern Boulevard Long Island City, New York 11101. Coupon not valid and cannot be used at any other Food Bazaar location. 
10% off entire purchase of $50 or more (“Qualifying Purchase”). Qualifying Purchases are calculated BEFORE taxes, bottle deposits, and the face value of manufacturer coupons 
and AFTER Food Bazaar store coupons and any doubled or tripled value of manufacturer coupons. Program excludes prescription medications, gift certifi cates, gift cards, postage 
stamp sales, money orders, money transfers, lottery tickets, as well as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Not valid 
with any other offer and Coupon cannot be combined with employee, senior citizen, fi re department and other discounts typically offered by Food Bazaar. Coupon not valid for 
the purchase of gift certifi cates and cannot be redeemed as cash or merchandise credit if merchandise is returned. Coupon discount savings applied to all purchased items on a 
prorated basis; any refunds will be given in the prorated amount. No cash value.

ALBANY — This 
season may have been the 
most trying as well as the 
most rewarding for Francis 
Lewis Coach Steve Tsai.

The sixth-year head 
man led the Patriots girls’ 
basketball team to its first 
PSAL Class AA city title 
since 1979 all while help-
ing to raise a 2-year-old and 
dealing with the news that 
his unborn twin daughters 
have congenital heart de-
fects.

“It comes down to my 
wife [Roxanne] being able 
to handle a toddler and let-
ting me do all that,” Tsai 
said of coaching. “It’s been 
really difficult, but at the 

same time it’s been so en-
joyable.”

The couple found 
out in January that their 
twins, who are expected 
in May, have tetralogy of 
fallot, a combination of four 
birth defects that together 
affect the structure of the 
heart and how blood flows 
through it.

The National Institutes 
of Health estimates that the 
condition occurs in five out 
of every 10,000 babies, and 
the Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention cites a 
study that 1,660 children in 
the United States are born 
with tetralogy of fallot.

With the defect, not 
enough blood reaches the 
lungs to get oxygen, and 
then oxygen-poor blood 
flows through the body, 
according to the NIH. Te-
tralogy of fallot is repaired 
with open-heart surgery, 
and most children born 

with the condition reach 
adulthood, but need life-
long medical care from spe-
cialists to stay as healthy as 
possible, the organization 
said.

Tsai and his wife de-
cided to keep the babies 
knowing they would re-
quire corrective heart sur-
geries. One child will need 

it immediately after being 
born and the other within 
three months, according to 
Roxanne Montalvo-Tsai.

Then both will likely 
need another surgery when 
they are about 15 years 
old, but doctors expect the 
twins to have a good qual-
ity of life, she said.

“I don’t know how Steve 

was coaching throughout 
all of this,”  Montalvo-Tsai 
said.

But Tsai, a guidance 
counselor at Francis Lewis 
and a Manhattan resident, 
has managed to carve out 
time to become a better 
coach and keep his team 
prepared. His nightly rou-
tine consists of getting 
home around 8 p.m. and 
having his son Jordan fall 
asleep next to him. Tsai 
wakes up around 2 a.m. to 
work on basketball game 
plans, read hoops books 
and watch DVDs for two 
hours. He’s back at Lewis 
by 9 a.m.

“Some of these coach-
es, they have a lot of years 
under their belt and more 
experience,” Tsai said. “For 
me, I never wanted to use 
an excuse of, ‘Oh, I don’t 
have as much experience.’”

He has done every-
thing he could to catch up 

to veterans since his first 
season in 2008. He took over 
for then-suspended Coach 
Mike Eisenberg in Decem-
ber of that year. Tsai, who 
had been the Patriots’ ju-
nior varsity boys’ coach 
prior, remembered his 
girls’ varsity team getting 
blown out by squads led by 
legendary veterans like Ed 
Grezinsky, of Murry Berg-
traum, and Bob Daggett, 
of St. Peter’s, even as the 
Patriots’ roster was filled 
with scholarship players. 
He vowed to become better 
and tried to learn as much 
has he could.

Lewis Athletic Direc-
tor Arnie Rosenbaum sees 
a night and day difference 
now.

“At this level, he said 
[to himself] if you don’t put 
the time and effort in, you 
are not going to do well, 
so he started studying,” 
Rosenbaum said.

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Tsai leads Lewis amid challenges at home
Patriots’ coach steers team to fi rst city title since 1979 after unborn twins diagnosed with heart defects

Steve Tsai (r.) is joined by his wife Roxanne Montalvo-Tsai and 
their son Jordan. Photo courtesy Tsai
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY ALEX ROBINSON

When it comes to hu-
man rights, City Council 
members from Queens 
collectively did not have a 
shining record in 2013, a 
new report by the Urban 
Justice Center said.

The Queens delegation 
received the second-lowest 
score of the boroughs with 
a combined grade of B-mi-
nus on the legal advocacy 
group’s sixth annual Hu-
man Rights Report Card.

The Urban Justice 
Center releases the report 
card based on Council 
members’ voting record on 
human rights bills, which 
the group defines as any 
legislation to do with hous-
ing, workers’ rights, crimi-
nal and juvenile justice, 
health, disability rights, 
government accountability 
and voting rights.

“It is a tool to hold 
Council members, and the 
Council as a legislative 
body, accountable and to 
help us move toward a city 
in which all have their hu-
man rights fulfilled,” the 
report said.

UJC used Council 
members’ legislative re-
cords in between June 28, 
2012, and Dec. 31, 2013, to 
grade them individually 
and collectively.

Seven of the 14 Coun-

cil members who represent 
Queens got a B-minus or 
higher, which is an im-
provement over last year’s 
report when only two rep-
resentatives from Queens 
received a grade of B-minus 
or better.

Council Majority 
Leader Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) scored the 
highest of all the Queens 
delegation for the third 
year in a row with an A-
minus.

“I am proud to be a 
progressive Council mem-
ber who continues to fight 
for justice and equality in 
the city of New York,” Van 
Bramer said. “I believe it 
is the City Council’s role to 
improve the rights of the 
people it represents as well 
as enhance transparency 
in our city’s government. 
I will continue to strive to 
achieve these goals in an ef-
fort to maintain the quality 
of life for all New Yorkers.”

Van Bramer scored 
high as he introduced four 
accountability bills, the 
report said. He also scored 
the highest of all Queens 
Council members on four of 
the seven categories of hu-
man rights legislation.

At the bottom of the 
list of Queens Council 
members who are still in 
office were Council mem-
bers Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) and Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), who 
were both given a C.

“Council member Eliz-
abeth Crowley is proud of 
her leadership fighting on 
the front lines to protect 
our city’s public safety, 
which she believes is the 
most basic human rights 
issue,” a spokesman for 
Crowley said. “As a strong 
voice for workers in NYC, 
she has also been a lead 
sponsor helping to secure 
paid sick days for workers 
and continues to advance 
women by addressing the 
challenges of diversifying 
the FDNY.”

Ulrich declined to 
comment.

Councilmen Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) were second 
and third on the list of 
Queens officials, with B-
plus grades. Councilwomen 

City Council members Elizabeth Crowley (l.) and Eric Ulrich scored the lowest of the Queens delega-
tion in office with C grades.

Urban Justice gives boro
low human rights marks

The Queens 
delegation 

received the 
second-lowest 

score of the 
boroughs 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A California congress-
man who also happens to 
be the first Indian Ameri-
can elected to federal office 
came to Elmhurst Saturday 
to meet with South Asian 
youths.

U.S. Rep. Ami Bera 
(D-Calif.) shared his story 
with teens at a South Asian 
Youth Action conference in 
the hopes of engaging them 
in the political process.

“You can do anything 
you want to in your life. 
You really can,” he told the 
crowd of high school stu-
dents. “A lot of people will 
come up to you and tell you 
they don’t think you can 
do something, but if you 
believe in yourself, you’re 
the only one that holds the 
key to unlocking your full 
potential.”

A doctor by profession, 
Bera was told he would 
never win his seat as he 
had never held a lower level 

of public office and his dis-
trict was less than 1 percent 
South Asian.

“Nobody told me I 
wouldn’t be any good in 
Congress. They just said 

I wouldn’t win,” he said. 
“But my parents instilled 
in me that you can do what-
ever you want to do in life.”

Bera’s parents immi-
grated to the United States 

in 1958 to build a better life 
and raise their family.

“I grew up the young-
est of three boys with a 
strong sense of who I was 
as an Indian-American kid 

growing up in California,” 
he said. “I ran on who I 
am.”

Bera stressed the im-
portance of education and 
talked about how it served 
as a foundation in his own 
life.

“Any young adult like 
yourselves who wants to 
go to college, should be able 
to go to college. There’s no 
more important investment 
that we should be making 
as a nation,” he said.

The freshman con-
gressman put himself 
through medical school by 
working part time and tak-
ing advantage of federal 
student loans. He graduat-
ed with less than $10,000 in 
debt and attributes that to 
the investment the country 
made in him.

“Wouldn’t it be cool to 
see the first South Asian 
president of the United 
States? That could be one of 
you out there in this room,” 
he told the group of teens 

in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Newtown, at 54-
05 Seabury St. 

After he finished 
speaking, Bera answered 
questions from students 
about his life and experi-
ences.

“It was very enlighten-
ing,” said Ralph Yul Valen-
zuela, a senior at Flushing 
High School who represent-
ed the group of students in a 
speech before the congress-
man spoke. “He gave us a 
lot of helpful advice.”

SAYA! has served the 
Elmhurst area for 17 years 
and provides South Asian 
students in Queens with 
enrichment and leadership 
programs in the hopes of 
better preparing them for 
college. Their after-school 
programs run in 14 differ-
ent schools daily and in-
clude tutoring, essay writ-
ing workshops and SAT 
prep opportunities.
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Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
Rates subject to change without notice. Not all borrowers will qualify. Visit website for complete list of rates. Terms and restrictions apply. 

We’ll help you leverage the value of your 
home with competitive rates and personal 
attention you �ust won’t �nd at �igger �an�s� 
At Qside, you’re a member, not a number. 
Come say hello. 
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Home Equity 
Loan 

4.25%
Fixed Rate, 
5-Year Term 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

3.75%
Variable Rate 

HELOC

APR* APR*

� Rates applicable to all credit scores

� No prepayment penalties 

� Re�nancing and pre-approval available

� No points, application fees, 
transaction fees or annual fees

THE LAST GREAT DEAL
IN NYC REAL ESTATE 

U.S. Rep. Ami Bera tells teenagers at the South Asian Youth Action conference about how he pursued 
his dreams of being a doctor and a politician.  Photo by Christina Santucci

U.S. rep from California inspires South Asian youth 

www.Timesledger.com
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

It may take state Su-
preme Court interven-
tion, but the city said it is 
prepared to make good on 
three decades of pledging 
to improve sewers, streets 
and sidewalks in Ozone 
Park.

The city published a 
notice last week saying 
its lawyers planned to ap-
ply April 9 in the Queens 
branch of State Supreme 
Court to acquire 600 par-
cels in the southeast corner 
of Ozone Park. Once au-
thorized, the court would 
determine how much prop-
erty owners should be com-
pensated and the city could 
begin the long-delayed in-
frastructure work.

In February, the city 
initiated court proceed-
ings to condemn stretches 
of 95th, Centreville, Tahoe, 
Raleigh, Hawtree and Co-
hancy streets; Albert and 
150th roads; Bristol Av-
enue; and 135th Drive.

The government is 
not seeking the entirety of 
any lots or habitable struc-
tures, but mostly roads, 
sidewalks and stretches of 
yard bordering the street, 
according to Craig Chin, 
a spokesman for the city 
Department of Design and 
Construction. He said the 
city wants to acquire some 
parcels to build new roads 
and connect dead ends to 
other streets.

Howard Kamph, presi-
dent of the Ozone Park 
Civic Association, said the 
years of waiting left him 
lacking confidence in the 
city’s plan to kick off con-
struction in the fall.

“They’ve been saying 
this for over 30 years now. 
How optimistic can I be?” 
Kamph said. “It’s a project 
that needs to be done. The 
streets and sidewalks are 
in terrible condition. With 
the sewers, there’s flooding 
with heavy rains.”

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) and 

residents have said the city 
has been talking about the 
project for three decades, 
but the plans date back 

nearly 100 years. Court doc-
uments show the city Board 
of Estimate approved the 
acquisition of the property 

for “street purposes” Dec. 
23, 1915. 

Because of a paper-
work processing error no 
one has title to a number 
of the streets included in 
the project. It is unclear in 
what circumstances the 
city plans to compensate 
residents for roadways ad-
jacent to their property.

The project was as-
signed to the DDC in 1999, 
according to Chin. He said 
the preliminary design was 
completed in 2005 and that 
the process of acquiring 
close to 600 parcels was ex-
tremely time- consuming.

“Land acquisition is 
a lengthy legal process in-
volving the preparation 
of property damage maps, 
conducting environmental 
reviews and public hear-
ings, obtaining funding for 
land acquisition, title vest-
ing, and making advance 
payments to property own-
ers,” he wrote in an e-mail.

Kamph said the pro-
cess was complicated by 

Bristol Street residents’ op-
position to paying the high-
er rates that come with new 
sewers and by landowners’ 
encroachment on city prop-
erty that previously sat ne-
glected.

Chin said the city ex-
pects contractors to spend 
three years reconstructing 
12 miles of roadway, includ-
ing adding asphalt, build-
ing sidewalks and curbs, 
installing lighting and 
traffic signals and plant-
ing trees. The project also 
entails replacing 2 miles 
of combined sewers and 3 
miles of water mains and 
adding new bioswales and 
drainage infrastructure.

DDC does not yet have 
an estimate for land acqui-
sition, but believes bids for 
the project will come in at 
$45 million or more.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

The city aims to acquire streets, sidewalks and nearby pieces of 
property for a massive infrastructure project in Ozone Park. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Ozone Park street, sewer work slated for fall: City
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LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS

Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE  
$24 + TAX 
INCLUDES: 
 1¼ lb Lobster  

(steamed or broiled)
 French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries  

or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

TWIN  
$44 + TAX 

INCLUDES: 
 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)

 (Two) French Fries, Sweet Potato 
Fries or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–9pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 4/1/14

Exp. 4/1/14

position and raised many 
concerns for the residents 
on this block.”

The pizzeria, at 22-30 
154th St., first presented its 
plan to Community Board 
7 in September and it was 
voted down 35-1.

Worries arose that the 
eatery’s enlarged clientele 
would cause a lot of noise 
and limit parking spaces 
for neighboring businesses 
and residents.

Board members also 
said they were worried ap-

proving the sidewalk café, 
which would have been the 
first of its kind in the neigh-
borhood, would set a prec-
edent for other restaurants 
to do the same thing in the 
community.

Nonna’s Pizzeria’s 
manager and owners were 
not available for comment.

Despite CB 7’s rejec-
tion of the plan, the city De-
partment of Consumer Af-
fairs gave it the green light 
earlier this year.

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside), a CB 7 
member at the time of the 
original application, voted 
against the proposal in Sep-

tember and said he would 
vote it down a second time 
if it reached a Council vote. 
He did not need to, howev-
er, as it never made it past 
committee.

“The impact of this 
victory should ensure all 
future applicants make 
every effort to address the 
concerns of the community 
board and neighboring res-
idents,” Vallone said.

Vallone said that in ad-
dition to being unpopular 
with the community, the 
pizzeria’s original applica-
tion contained inaccura-
cies when it was first sub-
mitted.

Continued from Page 1 

Café

activists joined state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
to decry the plan, which 
is part of a $3 billion rede-
velopment of Willets Point 
by developers Related Cos. 
and Sterling Equities, who 
make up the Queens Devel-
opment Group.

“Parkland is sacred. 
It’s the responsibility of ev-
ery municipality and elect-
ed official to preserve park-
land not only for the people 
who use it currently, but for 
future generations,” Avella 
told reporters at a spot on 
Roosevelt Avenue overlook-
ing Citi Field and the site 
of the proposed mall. “The 
fact we have to be here to-
day to protest taking away 
parkland for a megamall is 
disgraceful.”

Avella, along with a 
number of community lead-
ers and park advocates who 
attended the rally, filed a 
lawsuit last month against 
the city and developers, 
challenging the legality of 
building the megamall on 
land designated as park-
land without the consent of 
the state Legislature.

The location of the 
proposed mall is currently 
a parking lot that was pre-
viously the site of the New 
York Mets’ Shea Stadium 
from 1964-2009 before it was 
demolished. Even though 
the area is now a parking 
lot, the lawsuit’s plaintiffs 
contend the area is still 
mapped as parkland, ac-
cording to city maps, and is 
still used for recreational 

purposes.
Any alienation of 

parkland would require 
the state Legislature’s ap-
proval and the replacement 
of that parkland elsewhere, 
protesters said.

“The city has violated 
city and state law to give the 
owners of this megamall a 
$100 million gift in the ex-
pense of everyone who uses 
parkland in the city of New 
York,” Avella said.

The site’s developers 
contend that 1961 legis-
lation that approved the 
building of Shea Stadium 
with a provision for park-
ing allows them to build 
the shopping center on the 
same location.

“The weekend rally 
was an unfortunate at-
tempt to obstruct a trans-
formative neighborhood re-
development from moving 
forward,” a spokesman for 
Queens Development Group 
said. “This project will 
clean up a site that has been 
contaminated for genera-

tions and create thousands 
of jobs while providing the 
surrounding communities 
with amenities that will 
contribute to the area’s 
bright future. State legis-
lation signed into law over 
50 years ago makes it very 
clear that this project can 
move forward.”

Opponents of the proj-
ect, however, said the 1961 
exception only applied to 
construction associated 
with the building of Shea 
Stadium.

“Protecting our park-
land is critical to the health 
of our surrounding neigh-
borhoods of Corona and 
Flushing,” said Paul Gra-
ziano, an urban planner 
and founder of Save Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park. 
“These neighborhoods 
have very little open space 
and Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park is the only place 
they have to have any kind 
of recreation whatsoever.”

Continued from Page 1 

Protest

Susan Cleary, Paul Norwich and Richie Polgar (front) hold signs for 
passing cars before the protest. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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and after three months 
of construction the head-
quarters boasts a mod-
ern reception area and a 
6,000-square-foot common 
area where critical client 
services and programs are 
offered. The face-lift includ-
ed new flooring and some 
much-needed furniture.

Now the hallways at 
the agency are abuzz with 
activity as former inmates 
work at computer stations 
and classrooms, finding 
effective alternatives to in-
carceration.

Fortune Society Presi-
dent and CEO JoAnne 
Page, in her 25th year, used 
her staff as an example that 
change is possible. Half of 
the 200 agency employees 
were incarcerated prison-
ers, many of them recidi-
vists.

“We’re doing life and 
death work here. When 
this space was dingy, it was 
unwelcoming. Now it says 

you matter and we are here 
to help you become all you 
can be,” Page said. “When 
you’ve been a menace to 
society, it’s a big step to 
change your ways.”

Staff member Donald 
Gray, a former inmate in 
the state penitentiary sys-
tem, said, “When I first got 
here, I thought I was back 
in a cell it was so drab. 
Now it’s brighter and more 
comfortable. You want to 
be here to do the work you 
need to change.”

Velma Donovan is an-
other reformed inmate who 
now serves as the agency’s 
reception manager.

“The renovation 
makes a real difference.  
The clients feel we’ve made 
an investment in them,” 
she said.

A majority of the cli-
ents at the Fortune Society 
are released former pris-
oners from Rikers Island, 
where the agency operates 
an outreach program.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), a frequent visitor 

to Rikers, said, “The condi-
tions are deplorable.  Some 
of the cells have no win-
dows and the cells are full 
of filth and graffiti.  A man 
died there just last week.”

The inmate, Jason 
Echevarria, swallowed 
a ball of soap containing 
ammonium chloride and 
later died after his cries for 
help were ignored, the FBI 
said. An 18-year veteran 
of the city Correction De-
partment, Terrance Pend-
ergrass of Howard Beach, 
was charged with one count 
of deprivation of rights, ac-
cording to the Manhattan 
U.S. attorney’s office.

“Its a hard place where 
substance abuse and men-
tal health issues are not 
dealt with,” Dromm said. 
“Fortune offers second, 
third and fourth chances 
to stay out of there. They 
deal with the mental health 
issues and that’s a service 
that’s vitally important to 
everyone in the communi-
ty, not just the convicts. We 
can use 10 more Fortune 
Societies.”

Continued from Page 1 

Fortune

ans, others shared — and 
various park components, 
from pavilions to dog runs, 
up for consideration.

Attendees, who broke 
up into groups to share 
their vision for the railway, 
used stickers to illustrate 
their preferences for path 
configurations and ameni-
ties on large maps.

Lou and Jana Rich-
man, of Forest Hills, said 
they thought the linear 
park would provide some 
continuity to nearby neigh-
borhoods and give the bor-
ough a more cohesive iden-
tity.

“I’m concerned about 
the southern area,” said 
Jana Richman. “The popu-
lation is very dense and 
there are no parks. Un-
fortunately, the kids don’t 
have backyards.”

But the QueensWay 
mock-ups did not include 
a 200-slot parking lot that 
Sue Kasten said her Glen-
dale co-op, at 90-60 Union 
Tnpk. near QueensWay, re-
lies on.

“What do you do with 

200 cars?” she said. “And 
the children walk on a 
bridge from the co-op to PS 
113. What will happen to 
the bridge?”

Charles Favreau, also 
a Forest Hills resident, said 
he was dismayed neighbors 
would write off reactivating 
the LIRR line as the Rock-
aways continues to reel 
from Superstorm Sandy.

“For us to take land 
that could be used for civic 
use and put it to cardio use 
— I am appalled,” Favreau 
said.

Phil McManus, found-
er of the Queens Public 
Transportation Commit-
tee, which is pushing to 
reincarnate the railway, 
distributed fliers noting 
that the city still owns the 
tracks and the right-of-way 
is intact. The committee 
believes southern Queens 
needs the railway, particu-
larly for economic devel-
opment, but would accept 
a park surrounding the 
tracks.

The Friends of the 
QueensWay, which has not 
released any financial in-
formation on its plans yet, 
handed out a memo describ-
ing the committee’s push as 

futile.
More than a dozen 

years after the line closed 
in 1962, the Port Author-
ity determined spending 
$475 million reactivating 
the railroad was too costly. 
Today that would amount 
to $4 billion, according to 
Friends of the QueensWay’s 
estimates.

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) opposes reactivating 
the LIRR branch because 
nearby constituents would 
encounter noise, vibrations 
and other quality-of-life is-
sues, her office said. She 
does not yet have a position 
on the park proposal.

Her colleagues, Coun-
cil members Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
and Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park), have also stayed qui-
et on the matter.

Crowley’s office de-
clined to comment, and 
Ulrich’s chief of staff Rudy 
Giuliani said the council-
man is waiting for firm fi-
nancial details to consider 
either proposal.

“He doesn’t think any-
thing is going to happen in 
his term,” Giuliani said.

Continued from Page 1 
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant
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