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Washington has given the 

Port Authority the go-ahead on 
a plan to rehabilitate a runway 
at JFK Airport, but those in ad-
jacent neighborhoods opposed to 
the construction said they intend 
to appeal the decision.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration told the Port Authority 
March 10 it found no significant 
environmental impact from the 
agency’s plan to widen and extend 
runway 4L/22R 728 feet closer to-
ward Idlewild Park in order to 
build federally mandated safety 
zones at either end of the tarmac.

“Given your desire to imple-
ment this project in the very near 
future,” the FAA wrote, the Port 
Authority should make a public 

Environmentalists 
pledge to appeal 
tarmac extensionBY RICH BOCKMANN

State Assemblyman William 
Scarborough (D-St. Albans) said 
he had not abused Albany’s travel 
reimbursements after federal 
agents raided his home and of-
fices Wednesday.

“They only gave me a very 
small sample of what they thought 
represented this, and based on 
that small sample I think it’s very 
refutable,” he said in Albany after 
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion executed search warrants at 
his home and offices in the capi-
tol and southeast Queens early 
Wednesday morning.

The FBI confirmed the raids 
and would only say that they were 
part of an ongoing investigation.

Scarborough, a 10-term law-
maker who serves as chairman 
of the Assembly Small Business 
Committee, said he believed 
the feds were investigating him 
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MEDICAL ADVANCEMENTS

Ridgewood Volunteer Ambulance Corps EMT-B Sarah Elbeyali of Middle Village packs a bag in the organization’s am-
bulance. She was the first EMT-B in the city to successfully administer nasal Narcan to a patient who was having a 
suspected opioid overdose, the corps said. See story on Page 26. Photo by Roy Renna/BMR Breaking News
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A pair of eastern 

Queens bus lines that has 
been running reduced ser-
vice on weekends since 
the MTA took a hatchet to 
its schedule four years ago 
will soon begin operating 
seven days a week.

Beginning April 6, 
straphangers will be able 
to ride the Q31 from Jamai-
ca to Bayside and the Q77 
from Jamaica to Rosedale 
all weekend long.

The Q31 had been op-
erating weekdays only and 
the Q77 Monday through 
Saturday since they and 
more than 100 other bus 
and rail lines fell victim to 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority budget cuts 
in 2010.

“It’s something that’s 
been needed for a long 
time,” said Mark Henry, 
president of the Amalgam-
ated Transit Union local 
1056 representing Queens 
MTA bus drivers, calling 
the restorations “well-de-

served and long-overdue.”
The MTA announced 

last summer it would roll 
out the expanded services 
early this year, and last 
week Henry and eastern 
Queens leaders gathered at 
the bus terminal in down-
town Jamaica to remind 
riders of the restorations.

“In my district we 
don’t have access to subway 
service and we rely solely 
on surface transit to get 
around,” said state Assem-
blyman Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside), who represents 
the northeastern-most sec-
tion of Queens. “Many of 
my constituents have been 
having a hard time whether 
it’s getting to work, getting 
to doctors’ appointments 
or attending religious ser-
vices.”

Representing an ad-
jacent district, Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh 
Meadows) called the area 
a “transit desert” and said 
that while 2010 was a rough 
year for riders, next year 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Advocates for the 
homeless said there is still 
time for Albany to approve 
a plan being pushed by 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
City Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) that 
would free up existing state 
funds in order to create a 
housing-subsidy program 
for those who need it most.

“The argument that 
there’s not enough time 
doesn’t seem to make sense 
to us,” Stephanie Gendell, 
a policy supervisor at the 
Citizens’ Committee for 
Children advocacy group, 
testified Wednesday before 
the Council’s General Wel-
fare Committee.

A day after Gov. An-
drew Cuomo said it was too 
late in the budget process to 
introduce a new proposal, 
the committee voted to ap-
prove a non-binding reso-
lution introduced by Wills 
that asks Albany to elimi-
nate language from the 
budget preventing the city 
from using existing monies 
to replicate a rent-subsidy 
program that was eliminat-
ed three years ago.

“We know that we need 
to have a housing subsidy 
in the city’s tool kit,” Gen-
dell said, “because we’ve 
seen what happens when 
we don’t have it in the tool 
kit.”

Not only did the city’s 
homeless shelter popula-
tions rise after Albany cut 
funding to the Bloomberg 
administration’s Advan-
tage program in 2011, but 

the length of stay climbed, 
too.

The program, which 
provided up to two years’ 
worth of rent assistance, 
received about 24 percent 
of its funding from the city 
and another 19 percent in 
federal funds contingent on 
the state kicking in the re-
maining 57 percent.

The average stay in a 
shelter before Advantage 
was eliminated was 258 
days compared to 429 days 
after.

Language introduced 
into the budget that year 
prevents the city from us-
ing remaining state funds 
to replicate the program, 
and de Blasio and his allies 
simply want this wording 
removed.

During an upstate 
news conference Tuesday, 

Cuomo, who worked with 
de Blasio at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development, said he was 
concerned about the issue 
of homelessness, but intro-
ducing a new initiative in 
the budget would have to 
wait until next year.

“It’s late in the date to 
put something in the actual 
budget, because the budget 
train has basically left the 
station,” he said. “So to 
start a new proposal, it’s 
too late.”

Wills said there had 
been a “miscommunica-
tion” in the way the initia-
tive was being discussed, 
stressing the city was ask-
ing for no additional money 
from Albany, simply that 
lawmakers would loosen 
the reins on existing funds.

“Taking this language 

out is common sense,” he 
said.

Advocates for the city’s 
homeless said the city’s 
shelter population broke 
50,000 last year for the first 
time and fear that figure 
could climb to upward of 
55,000 by next year if noth-
ing is done.

“A large part of the 
reason for that is the lack 
of housing subsidies,” said 
Patrick Markee, a policy 
analyst at the Coalition 
for the Homeless. “Home-
less kids and families in 
this city can’t wait another 
year.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

ATU Local 1056 President Mark Henry (r.) is joined by his predeces-
sor, Councilman I. Daneek Miller, and other eastern Queens leaders 
in reminding straphangers to take advantage of restored bus ser-
vice. Photo by Rich Bockmann

City Councilman Ruben Wills says there is still time for Albany to free up existing funds for a rent-sub-
sidy plan to help the homeless.

Q77, Q31 bus service 
to resume weekends

Wills pushes rent subsidies
Councilman says still time for Albany to free up homeless funds

Continued on Page 50
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BY BILL PARRY

The artists from 
5Pointz will explore the 
heartache brought on by the 
destruction of their world 
famous graffiti mecca just 
two blocks away from its 
ghostly shell. 

The Jeffrey Leder Gal-
lery, at 21-37 45th Road, 
will open a unique exhibit 
called Whitewash April 5 
featuring original works 
from nine graffiti artists 
and two photographers, all 
created following the infa-
mous whitewashing of their 
artwork in November.

5Pointz owners Gerry 
and David Wolkoff ordered 
workers to paint over the 
graffiti mecca during the 
overnight hours of Nov. 
19 following a favorable 
ruling from a Brooklyn 
Supreme Court judge that 
allowed them to prepare 
the warehouse complex, at 
22-44 Jackson Ave., for de-

molition scheduled for this 
spring.

The Wolkoffs will 
build two residential, high-
rise towers in its place.

“Being awakened by 
that phone call and alerted 
to what was happening that 
morning, I would have nev-
er expected the emotional 
impact it had on us,” 5Pointz 
artist spokeswoman Ma-
rie Cecil Flageul said. “In 

the months and weeks that 
followed there was a need 
to do some kind of group 
therapy — that is how the 
project came about.”

Gallery owner Jeffrey 
Leder was lamenting the 
loss of the landmark as 
well.

“I was affected quite a 
bit by the whitewashing. I 
always watched people’s re-
actions to the graffiti from 

the No. 7 subway. I used to 
sit in the Court Square Din-
er just looking at the art,” 
he said. “I’m invested in 
and love Long Island City 
and I realized how much a 
part 5Pointz was.”

The Jeffrey Leder Gal-
lery is home to traditional 
painting and photography 
and has never hosted street 
art in its 10 years in Long 
Island City.

“Yes, this is something 
very different, no doubt,” 
Leder said. “I just wanted 
them to have one last col-
lective project before they 
move on with their lives.”

Leder decided to reach 
out to Cecil Flageul and cu-
rator Meres One.

“I was an observer and 
an appreciator, but at age 
68 I am not in their world,” 
Leder said. “ That is why I 
asked Marie to curate the 
exhibition.”

The 5Pointz artists 
did have a show at the Gold 
Coast Gallery, in Great 
Neck, L.I., over this past 
winter, but it was from pre-
vious works from their own 
collections.

“This project was all 
part of a closure process. 
We also needed to show 
how the whitewashing af-
fected human beings with 
feelings,” Cecil Flageul 
said. “The exhibit will be a 
public conversation about 

what we felt, the truest 
close-up on the feelings we 
experienced. It’s a story of 
pain, sadness and anger 
at times and reflection, an 
epic of an art community 
and its home coming apart 
under the pressure of eco-
nomical trends and waves 
of gentrification.”

Leder said his gallery 
would feature a store for 
the first time, selling the 
works of the artists during 
the show’s duration from 
April 5 to June 8. He added 
that the artwork is power-
ful.

Cecil Flageul calls it a 
grieving process.

“Every artist, every 
piece is personal. I pushed 
them to bare their emotions 
in their work and it was ex-
cruciating for some,” she 
said. “It will be bittersweet 
the night of the opening be-
cause we’re leaving Long 
Island City and moving to 
Brooklyn.”

Nine graffiti artists and two photographers explore their emotions after the demise of 5Pointz in a 
new exhibit. Artworks courtesy Jeffrey Leder Gallery

5Pointz artists will have a gallery exhibit of original art
Jeffrey Leder to host Whitewash just two blocks away from graffi ti mecca’s destruction in LIC

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Christ the King Speech & Debate Team Qualifies for State Championship
Congratulations to the members of the CK’s Speech and Debate Team as they competed in 

their final regular season tournament.  The team placed 5 finalists and took the first place team 
trophy in Student Congress.  In addition, the Student Congress Team received the Rev. Sean Ogle 
Award as the top team in Student Congress in Brooklyn & Queens for the 2013/2014 season.

Up next for the team are the New York State Championships near Cooperstown NY on April 
4-6.  Earning spots for CK this year are Freshmen Laura Jans and Shania Figueroa (debate), 
Sophomore Melissa Lent (speech) and Juniors Stephen Lebak, Dominik Makocki, and Kevin 
Rodriguez (congress).

The National Championships will be held 
this year over Memorial Day weekend in Chi-
cago Illinois.  CK students qualifying this year 
are Sophomore Krystle Salvati, and Juniors: 
Stephen Lebak, Dominik Makocki, and Kristen 
Tully.  In addition several other students: 
Kevin Rodrguez, Laura Jans, Shania Figueroa, 
Melissa Lent and Mary Yanez are alternates 
for the national finals.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 2

8-
AP

R. 
3,

 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

4

TL

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Transit advocates and 
elected officials have called 
for the state Legislature to 
block Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s proposal to divert $40 
million designated for the 
cash-strapped MTA, con-
tending it would otherwise 
bring more fare hikes and 
service cuts rather than a 
new era of transit riders.

“Forty million dollars 
could make a real differ-
ence in the commuting lives 
of hundreds of thousands of 
transit riders,” said Gene 
Russianoff, attorney for the 
transit advocacy agency 
Straphangers Campaign.

Straphangers Cam-
paign and the Riders Alli-
ance released an analysis 
detailing service improve-
ments that could be made 
if the state Assembly and 
state Senate are successful 
in blocking Cuomo’s pro-
posal to take $40 million 
now designated for mass 
transit.

The legislators and 
transit advocates used the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority’s own es-
timates for cost savings 
achieved during the mas-
sive 2010 round of service 
cuts.

They concluded that if 
the Assembly and Senate 
bring about restoration of 
the $40 million, the MTA 
could make the following 
improvements:

Subways

• Restore mid-day 
nighttime and weekend 
service that were reduced 
on the Nos. 1 and 7 and A, 
F, J, L and M lines in 2010, 
bringing shorter waits for 
300,000 riders every week-
day and 285,000 riders ev-
ery weekend. ($3.1 million)

• Add 20 percent more 
morning rush hour service 
on the notoriously infre-
quent and crowded C train. 
($1 million)

• Restore G train ser-
vice to Forest Hills-71st 
Avenue in Queens. ($1.5 
million)

• Restore W train one-
seat service from Astoria 
to lower Manhattan. ($34 
million)

Buses
• Add four new local 

daytime and three new 
weekend routes in the 
Bronx. ($4.2 million)

• Add three new local 
bus routes and implement 
weekend hours for three 
weekday-only routes in 
Brooklyn. ($4.7 million)

• Add three bus routes 
and implement weekend 
hours for two weekday 
routes in Manhattan. ($4.7 
million)

• Add three new bus 
routes with weekday and 
weekend hours in Queens. 
($6.9 million)

• Add three new week-
end routes and three new 
peak-hour routes in Staten 
Island. ($3 million)

Commuter Rail

BY BILL PARRY

Judging by a show of 
hands, most of the crowd 
of more than 200 residents 
who attended a pedestrian 
safety town hall meeting 
in Astoria last week knew 
somebody who had been in-
jured in a traffic collision.

Even the program’s co-
host, U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), shared 
that he lost a close friend in 
a collision last year.

“Marion Kurshuk was 
a member of my Democratic 
club in Woodside until she 
was struck and killed by a 
motorcycle while trying to 
cross Queens Boulevard at 
58th Street,” the congress-
man said.

Kurshuk was a 78-year-
old volunteer who gave her 
time helping the homeless 
and the needy. She was just 
a few blocks away from her 
59th Street apartment just 
before Christmas.

The hot-button issue of 
traffic safety was also a per-
sonal one for the evening’s 
other co-host, City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria), for a different 

reason.
“I remember growing 

up on these streets in Asto-
ria; now I’m raising my son 
here,” Constantinides said. 
“I notice there are more 
cars, more buses and more 
pedestrians, and the infra-
structure has to keep up 
with all of this growth.”

Crowley offered his 

theory for the increased 
volume of traffic in west-
ern Queens.

“We’re not living in 
the [19]50s, ’60s or ’70s when 
there was one car for each 
home. Now it’s three or four 
per household,” he said.

Joining the two elected 
officials on the panel were 
safety advocates from Make 

Queens Safer and Trans-
portation Alternatives and 
several commanders from 
the NYPD, including Dep-
uty Inspector Kevin Malo-
ney, of the 114th Precinct.

Several representa-
tives from the city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
were on hand at the March 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

MTA’s plans to tweak 
the Q10 bus route and fleet 
have gained little traction 
in Kew Gardens.

Community Board 9’s 
Transportation Commit-
tee invited Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity officials to its Tuesday 
meeting after lambasting 
the  MTA’s plans to have all 
three Q10 bus routes — the 
regular, the limited and the 
“short trip” that ends be-
fore JFK Airport  —  stop 
on Kew Gardens Road be-
tween 80th Road and 82nd 
Avenue as a bid to turn the 
residential strip into a bus 
terminal.

They also railed 

against stocking the Q10 
fleet with articulated buses 
— often called double or 
accordion buses because 
of their extended length — 
which neighbors said take 
away parking spots, clog 

traffic and struggle to turn 
on tight street corners.

“We’re a very small 
community. We’re a village. 
We’re not a throughway 
or a terminus,” said Renee 
Levine, who lives on 82nd 

Avenue near Kew Gardens 
Road, noting that traffic 
already threatens the bal-
ance of the neighborhood. 
“The traffic in the morn-
ing coming down my block 
extends from Austin Street 
all the way down. They’re 
lined up.”

Albert Lai, director of 
service design and opera-
tion design at MTA, came 
with revised plans for the 
Q10 route, which runs from 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport up to the 
civic center of the borough 
on Queens Boulevard.

Lai said the MTA cur-
rently planned to have bus-
es travel up Lefferts Bou-
levard, turn left onto Kew 

Joseph Raskin discusses various route options for Q10 buses. 
Photo by Sarina Trangle

Hundreds of Astoria residents attend a traffic safety town hall meeting at the Bohemian Hall. 
Photo by Bill Parry

The Straphangers Campaign believes that if $40 million is re-
turned to the MTA, the W train could be restored from Astoria to 
Lower Manhattan along with other initiatives.

Kew Gdns. opposes Q10 bus changes 

Astoria talks traffi c safety
Big crowd turns out to hear offi cials discuss Vision Zero initiative

Raid on MTA funds 
will hike fares: Study

Continued on Page 39

Continued on Page 39

Continued on Page 50
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

In the final stretch be-
fore Albany decides which 
direction to take on issues 
like pre-K and charter 
schools, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio tried to find some com-
mon ground on both sides 
of the devisive charter 
school debate.

 The immediate fate of 
these controversial matters 
will be sealed - at least in 
part - when the marathan 
negotiations over the state 
budget produce a concen-
sus.  The deadline for the 
new budget is April 1.

  De Blasio made an 
indirect reference to three 
charter schools his admin-
istration pulled the plug on 
— including one in south-
east Queens — during a 
speech at a Manhattan 
church over the weekend.

“We made some deci-
sions in the last weeks striv-
ing for fairness, but I have 
to tell you I didn’t measure 
up when it came to explain-

ing those decisions to the 
people of this city,” de Bla-
sio told the congregation 
at the Riverside Church in 
Morningside Heights dur-
ing Sunday service. “So let 
me start to right the ship 
now.”

The mayor has been on 
the receiving end of a pro-
charter campaign blitz ever 
since he made the decision 
last month to pick a fight 
with long-time rival Eva 
Moskowitz and boot three 
of her Success Academy 
charter schools from space 
promised in public school 
buildings by the Bloomberg 
administration last year.

Print and television 
ads extol the virtues of 
charter schools, framing 
the issue as one of equal-
ity among public school 
students and painting de 
Blasio as absolutely anti-
charter.

But despite nixing 
three co-locations — in-
cluding a Success Academy 
proposed at August Martin 

High School in South Ja-
maica — the de Blasio ad-
ministration allowed more 
than a dozen to go forward, 
including a Success school 
planned at IS 59 in Spring-

field Gardens.
Speaking at the River-

side Church, the mayor al-
luded to an existing Harlem 
Success Academy he evict-
ed from a school serving 

special education students 
when he said he would 
find space for the charter 
school’s students.

“There’s a charter 
school with 194 children. 

It’s a good school doing 
good work and we are go-
ing to make sure those 194 
children have a good home 
this year, but we will not do 
it at the expense of our spe-
cial education children,” he 
said. “And that false choice 
has been set up as part of a 
broken system and a bro-
ken dialogue and it’s time 
to start ending that kind of 
dysfunction — not pitting 
one against another.”

De Blasio tried to shift 
the discussion to a broader 
one of education reform, 
saying that instead of ar-
guing over charter schools 
vs. public schools, the fo-
cus should be on raising 
all children, pointing out 
that fewer than 20 percent 
of students reach standards 
by the time they are in the 
third-grade.

“Somehow when we 
consider the education of 
our children, when we as 
a society engage in a dis-
course about the needs of 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A defunct detention 
center that has served as a 
backdrop for shows such as 
‘Orange Is the New Black’ 
and ‘Blue Bloods’ would be 
perfect place to send the 
borough’s prosecutors, ac-
cording to Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown

Brown is asking the 
city to consider renovat-
ing an empty jail next to 
his offices at the Kew Gar-
dens courthouse in lieu of 
spending $3 million a year 
to house nearly half of his 
staff about four blocks away 
across Queens Boulevard.

“It makes far more 
sense in my judgment to 
renovate the Queens House 
and convert it into office 
space for my staff instead 

of keeping spending $3 mil-
lion on an office building 
four blocks from the court 
house,” Brown testified 
last week at a City Council 
Public Safety Committee 
hearing.

The DA’s office em-
ploys more than 600 as-
sistant district attorneys, 
paralegals, investigators 
and clerical workers, about 
half of whom already go to 
work each day at a building 
four blocks away from the 
court complex.  

Meanwhile, the 10-sto-
ry former Queens House 
of Detention has sat empty 
next to the courthouse 
since it closed in 2002.

The building, owned 
by the city Department of 
Correction, is used as a 
film production site.

“The Queens House of 
Detention is a wonderful 
place to stage your produc-
tion,” reads the website for 
the mayor’s Office of Film, 
Theater and Broadcasting. 
In the past year the center 
has hosted nearly a dozen 
productions, including an 
untitled Chris Rock film 
and the popular Netflix 
series “Orange Is the New 
Black.” 

At the hearing last 
week, during which the 
city’s five district attorneys 
and the special narcotics 
prosecutor made budget 
requests for the new fiscal 
year, Brown asked that the 
Council set aside funding 
to renovate the building.

“It would eliminate the 
dangers of having our staff 

BY BILL PARRY

The Fortune Society, 
an agency that helps for-
mer prisoners re-enter so-
ciety, celebrated the grand 
reopening of its newly 
renovated and refurbished 
headquarters in Long Is-
land City Tuesday.

The 45-year-old organi-
zation helps 4,000 released 
prison inmates a year turn 
around their lives  through 
education, housing, employ-
ment services, substance 
abuse and mental health 
treatment, family services 
and HIV/AIDS services.

Originally founded 
in Manhattan’s theater 
district, Fortune Society 
moved into an office build-

ing, at 29-76 Northern Blvd 
in 2008. 

“This place has taken 
a beating over the years —  

it was always pretty drab,” 
Fortune Society Vice Presi-
dent Stanley Richards said. 
“Now this space matches 
the hopes and visions of 
our clients.”

The Robin Hood Foun-
dation provided a $275,000 
capital grant and after 
three months of construc-
tion the headquarters 
boasts a modern reception 
area and a 6,000-square-
foot common area where 
critical client services and 
programs are offered. The 
face-lift included new floor-
ing and some much-needed 
furniture.

Now the hallways at 
the agency are abuzz with 
activity as former inmates 

The renovations at Fortune 
Society’s headquarters in-
cludes an upgraded reception 
area. Photo by Bill Parry

Mayor Bill de Blasio, shown visiting a pre-K site in Sunnyside, is trying to focus on a broad-
er conversation about education reform, rather than the debate over charter schools. 

AP Photo/Newsday, Craig Ruttle, pool

LIC site for ex-prisoners 
stages grand reopening

Brown wants to turn empty jail 
into offi ce space for prosecutors

De Blasio softens stance on charters
After booting SE Queens Success Academy, mayor calls for more civil discussion on education reform

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50 Continued on Page 50
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Friends of the Queen-
sWay’s plan to construct 
a park hinges on just 3.5 
miles of railway, but the 
controversy around those 
tracks has reverberated 
much farther.

Proponents of trans-
forming the abandoned 
Rockaway Beach branch of 
the Long Island Rail Road 
into a green strip modeled 
after the High Line in Man-
hattan gathered Monday in 
Metropolitan Expedition-
ary Learning School’s caf-
eteria to discuss details of 
the proposal.

Beyond concerns about 
the QueensWay driving up 
traffic, eating into parking 
spaces and infringing on 
the privacy of backyards, 
the group heard from those 
calling for the reactivation 
of the LIRR line, who came 
armed with posters and 
leaflets.

With financing from a 
national non-profit called 
The Trust for Public Land, 
Friends of the QueensWay 
hired consultants to study 
the feasibility of turning 
the tracks stretching from 
Ozone Park to Rego Park 
into a pedestrian and bik-
ing path buffered by park-
land.

After soliciting feed-
back during two work-
shops this month, Adam 
Lubinsky, principal with 
WXY Architecture and Ur-
ban Design, said the group 
planned to put forth de-
signs plans with financing 
ideas  in June.

“Within a mile, you’ve 
got a quarter of a million 
people, so it’s really a big 
opportunity to give people 
access to open space,” he 
said.

Lubinsky described 
several path layouts — 
some with separate paths 
for bikers and pedestrians, 
others shared — and vari-
ous park components, from 
pavilions to dog runs, up 
for consideration.

Attendees, who broke 
up into groups to share 

their vision for the railway, 
used stickers to illustrate 
their preferences for path 
configurations and ameni-
ties on large maps.

Lou and Jana Rich-
man, of Forest Hills, said 
they thought the linear 
park would provide some 
continuity to nearby neigh-
borhoods and give the bor-
ough a more cohesive iden-
tity.

“I’m concerned about 
the southern area,” said 
Jana Richman. “The popu-
lation is very dense and 
there are no parks. Un-
fortunately, the kids don’t 
have backyards.”

But the QueensWay 
mock-ups did not include 
a 200-slot parking lot that 
Sue Kasten said her Glen-
dale co-op, at 90-60 Union 
Tnpk. near QueensWay, re-
lies on.

“What do you do with 
200 cars?” she said. “And 
the children walk on a 
bridge from the co-op to PS 
113. What will happen to 
the bridge?”

Charles Favreau, also 
a Forest Hills resident, said 
he was dismayed neighbors 
would write off reactivating 
the LIRR line as the Rock-
aways continues to reel 
from Superstorm Sandy.

“For us to take land 
that could be used for civic 
use and put it to cardio use 
— I am appalled,” Favreau 
said.

Phil McManus, found-
er of the Queens Public 
Transportation Commit-
tee, which is pushing to 
reincarnate the railway, 
distributed fliers noting 
that the city still owns the 
tracks and the right-of-way 
is intact. The committee 
believes southern Queens 
needs the railway, particu-
larly for economic devel-
opment, but would accept 
a park surrounding the 
tracks.

The Friends of the 
QueensWay, which has not 
released any financial in-
formation on its plans yet, 
handed out a memo describ-
ing the committee’s push as 
futile.

More than a dozen 
years after the line closed 
in 1962, the Port Author-
ity determined spending 
$475 million reactivating 
the railroad was too costly. 
Today that would amount 
to $4 billion, according to 
Friends of the QueensWay’s 
estimates.

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) opposes reactivating 
the LIRR branch because 
nearby constituents would 
encounter noise, vibrations 
and other quality-of-life is-
sues, her office said. She 
does not yet have a position 
on the park proposal.

Her colleagues, Coun-
cil members Elizabeth 

Renderings of the proposed QueensWay park depict the proposal 
in various seasons. Renderings courtesy dland studio and WXY Studio 

QueensWay mapped out 
at Forest Hills seminar

*   360 monthly payments of $4.77 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual Percentage 
Rate) and monthly payment term apply when you are financing up to 80% of the 
purchase price with 2 points. If you are financing more than 80%, the APR and monthly 
payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private Mortgage Insurance). Rates in effect as 
of 03/24/2014. Rates and terms may change without notice. MCU finances 1-4 family 
homes, Condos and Co-Ops located in New York and New Jersey. Loans and interest 
rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required. 

**  Available to well qualified members applying for eligible transaction types. Closing 
costs paid by Municipal Credit Union (“MCU”) will be applied to MCU’s  application 
fee, commitment fee and attorney fee. (The application fee is collected at 
application and will be rebated if and when loan closes.) For further details, 
call us today at 212-238-3521.

Apply for an MCU Mortgage today!

212-238-3521 | nymcu.org/mortgages

Home
Sweet Home

J U S T  G O T  A  L I T T L E  S W E E T E R

3 0  Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E

4.208%4.000%
APR*Rate

Save up to $1,500 on closing fees**

Continued on Page 37
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One Grand Prize Winner
Brand New 2014 Hyundai Genesis

One 1st Prize Winner
$1000 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

Ten 2nd Prize Winners
$500 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

Forty 3rd Prize Winners
$100 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

LONG ISLAND CITY LOCATION 93.1 AMOR LIVE on Air, DJ, Clown, 
Face Painter, Food Demos, and more! Fun for the whole family!

CAR GIVEAWAY 
SWEEPSTAKES PRIZESApril

12
2014
11am-3pm

SPRING EVENT
Car Giveaway

10% OFF TOTAL GROCERY BILL
Coupon expires April 20, 2014. Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupon valid only 
at Food Bazaar located at 42-02 Northern Boulevard Long Island City, New York 11101. Coupon not valid and cannot be used 
at any other Food Bazaar location. 10% off entire purchase of $50 or more (“Qualifying Purchase”). Qualifying Purchases are calculated BEFORE 
taxes, bottle deposits, and the face value of manufacturer coupons and AFTER Food Bazaar store coupons and any doubled or tripled value of manufacturer 
coupons. Program excludes prescription medications, gift certifi cates, gift cards, postage stamp sales, money orders, money transfers, lottery tickets, as well 
as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Not valid with any other offer and Coupon cannot be 
combined with employee, senior citizen, fi re department and other discounts typically offered by Food Bazaar. Coupon not valid for the purchase of gift 
certifi cates and cannot be redeemed as cash or merchandise credit if merchandise is returned. Coupon discount savings applied to all purchased items on a 
prorated basis; any refunds will be given in the prorated amount. No cash value.
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Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

p yEEEEEEEEExExpepe iiiiiiiiririenencece a a dddddddddndnd DDDDDDDDD Dememonon tttttststrarattttttetedddddddddd hhhthththththththee GGlGlGGGlGlGlGlGlGlGlGlororyy fffffffffofof JJJJJJJJJ Jesesusus

HEALING • MIRACLES • DELIVERANCE • PROPHECY

I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the 
land so I would not have to destroy it....

Ezekiel 22:30Ezekiel 22:30

SOUTH JAMAICA — The NYPD Tuesday 
released a sketch of a suspect wanted in the 
murder of an off-duty customs and border agent 
outside his parents’ southeast Queens home in 
2010.

There is a $22,000 reward for information 
leading to the person who killed Maurice Gor-
don, 33, in the early morning hours of June 21, 
2010.

Police said Gordon, a U.S. Customs and Bor-
der agent at JFK Airport, was with a cousin at a 
nightclub in Elmont, L.I. when he was followed 
back to his parents’ home in South Jamaica.

Police said three men approached in a black 
SUV and someone shot Gordon once in the chest. 
He died at Jamaica Hospital.

Police describe one of the suspects as a 
black male between the ages of 28 and 32 who 
stands around 5 feet, 10 inches tall with a thin 
build and black hair in waves.

HILLSIDE — Police were looking 
for two suspects wanted for bank rob-
bery.

The NYPD said the two men, both 
described as black males in their mid 
to late 20s, stole $3,200 from the TD 
Bank on Hillside Avenue near 188th 
Street just after noon March 22.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Cops search for suspect in customs agent’s killing

Police are looking for two men who are wanted in the robbery of 
$3,200 from a bank on Hillside Avenue, the NYPD said. 

Images courtesy NYPD

Partially naked man spotted in St. Abans: NYPD

ST. ALBANS - Police were searching 
for a man who allegedly flashed two fe-
males in St. Albans last week.

The NYPD said the women were walk-
ing near 120th Avenue and 198th Street 
around 5 p.m. March 20 when they passed 
the suspect in his vehicle with his legs and 
feet on the dashboard. The suspect then be-
gan following the two women and parked 
his vehicle in a spot where they would 
again pass him, and police said the man 
was naked from the waist down when the 
victims saw him the second time.

The women fled the scene and no inju-
ries were reported, according to the NYPD. 
The suspect is described as a black male 
who was driving a gray and green 2003 
Subaru Legacy.

Police hunting for TD Bank robbery suspects

Police are looking for a sus-
pect who matches this sketch in 
the murder of Maurice Gordon. 

Sketch courtesy NYPD

The NYPD released surveillance images of the 
gray or green 2003 Subaru Legacy in hopes of 
finding the suspect. Images courtesy NYPD
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BY MERLE EXIT
 
It’s hard enough for a 

woman to have one full-time 
career, but Fresh Meadows 
resident Yeou-Cheng Ma 
has been maintaining two 
that are totally different as 
both a prominent musician 
and a pediatrician.

Born in France to Chi-
nese immigrants, Yeou-
Cheng was raised by two 
parents who were in the 
field of music. Her mother 
Marina Lu was a singer,  
while her father Hiao-Tsi-
un Ma was an established 
violinist, composer and 
professor of music.

“I started to learn mu-
sic at the age of 2 1/2, when 
my father taught me the 
violin,” Ma said. “At 3, I 
took piano lessons, but with 
someone else.”

In fact, she accompa-
nied her famous brother, 
cellist Yo-Yo Ma, for nine 
years, although not at his 
concerts.

“We did play together 
in my father’s orchestra 
and chamber music during 
college. Now I teach violin 
at the Children’s Orches-
tra Society that my father 
founded. Upon his retire-
ment my brother was his 
first request,” Ma said. 
“However, at that time Yo-
Yo was busy touring. He 
then asked me, to which I 
replied, ‘Yes, but not this 
year since I’m interning 
pediatrics and working 120 
hours out of 168.’”

 The Children’s Orches-
tra Society is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to 
teaching children and teens 
“the language of music.”

Ma grew up in Paris, 
coming to the United States 
with her family in the early 
1960s.

“I spoke very little 
English and was most pro-
ficient in math and science. 
Entering college I decided 
to major in chemistry,” 
Ma said. “I then applied to 
both graduate and medical 
school. Accepted in both at 
Harvard University, I chose 
medical school first. It was 
through the advice of a 
mentor along with my love 
for children that I opted 
to be in the field of pediat-
rics.”

Practicing since 1982, 
Ma specializes in develop-
ment pediatrics, the care 
of children with special 
needs, at Einstein Medical 
Hospital in the Bronx.

“My focus is on chil-
dren who have problems 
communicating,” she said.

She described one of 
her unforgettable memo-
ries as a pediatrician when 
she spent two months in 
Puerto Rico.

“I was given the oppor-
tunity to partake in a free 
cram course learning to 
speak Spanish if I wanted 
to do some practicing in a 
Spanish-speaking coun-
try,” Ma said. “As a physi-
cian it was much easier to 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Early on in his politi-
cal ascent, City Council-
man Antonio Reynoso (D-
Williamsburg) joined his 
predecessor Diana Reyna’s 
team as her Ridgewood rep-
resentative.

Seven years later, he 
seized the 34th Council Dis-
trict, which encompasses 
Williamsburg, Bushwick 
and Ridgewood, and en-
tered into a more direct 
contract to represent the 
neighborhood.

During a recent in-
terview Reynoso, 30, de-
scribed his primary goals 
as improving education 
and offsetting the exodus 
of longtime residents amid 
gentrification by screening 
developments and scour-
ing for affordable housing. 
Environmental issues have 
also caught Reynoso’s at-
tention as chairman of the 
Council’s Sanitation and 
Solid Waste Management 
Committee.

Reynoso, a southside 
Williamsburg resident, 
said children in his district 
are not receiving the best 
education, and he hopes to 
collaborate with the city 
Department of Education to 
ensure all school facilities 
are adequate and curricu-
lum is infused with arts 
and cultural lessons.

“It’s the great equal-
izer. It’s what gave me the 
opportunity to stand before 
my constituents,” said Rey-
noso, who was raised in the 
Los Sures section of Wil-
liamsburg by Dominican 
immigrants. “My discre-
tionary money is going to 
speak directly to my prior-
ity in education.”

The councilman said 
he worried that residents 
of many years were getting 
priced out, noting that close 
to 10,000 Latino residents 
had been displaced after 
gentrification altered the 
landscape of Williamsburg 
and Bushwick.

He has discussed 
plans to downzone parts 
of Bushwick to prevent 

the construction of much 
larger buildings than those 
currently in the neighbor-
hood, a move he believes 
would mitigate an influx of 
wealthier residents.

And earlier this 
month, Reynoso rallied 
with Bushwick residents 
who allege that their land-
lord has left kitchens and 
bathrooms gutted in a bid 
to force them out of rent-
stabilized units and called 
on the city to pursue crimi-
nal cases against abusive 
landlords.

He also urged Mayor 
Bill de Blasio to establish 
an inter-agency task force 
to monitor and resolve such 
incidents.

“We see it a lot less in 
Ridgewood. Ridgewood, 
fortunately, has a history of 
homeownership,” he said. 
“But they are dealing with 
issues of gentrification, 
increasing rent prices and 
the same speculation that 
happened here could hap-
pen there. So we just got to 
be prepared.”

Reynoso said he cur-
rently is gauging where 
constituents stand on 
Ridgewood proposals, but 
that he intends to push for 
all developments in the dis-
trict to include some afford-

able units.
The councilman said 

he is skeptical of landlords 
seeking to convert property 
zoned for manufacturing to 
residential, particularly in 
industrial business zones. 
In an effort to protect in-
dustrial businesses, the 
city used tax incentives to 
lure companies to such ar-
eas and pledged not to re-
zone them.

“Owners of these in-
dustrial properties say 
they’re in hardship,” Rey-
noso said, noting that the 
Williamsburg IBZ has a 
wait list. “But they’re self-
imposed hardships in an 
effort to convert from man-
ufacturing to residential.”

The city budget does 
not include money for the 
recently established Ridge-
wood IBZ, but Reynoso said 
he was confident the fund-
ing would make it into the 
final fiscal plan.

Reynoso said the Coun-
cil’s Sanitation Commit-
tee intends to hold every 
borough accountable for 
processing its own waste, 
which would mean curb-
ing the load processed in 
the boroughs and adding 
more processing facilities 
in Manhattan.

He had not yet heard 

from Civics United for Rail-
road Environmental Solu-
tions, a group born out of 
Glendale, Ridgewood and 
Middle Village residents’ 
concerns about smells, 
noise and pollution from 
freight locomotives that 
run through the borough, 
particularly those trans-
porting waste.

CURES has requested 
that the city follow the 
state’s example in putting 
up money for retrofitting 
the locomotives with clean-
er engines.

Reynoso’s housing 
agenda seems to have over-
shadowed local issues, 
with Reynoso saying he 
was unfamiliar with the 
Wyckoff Avenue Street 
Reconstruction project, 
a long-delayed plan to re-
pair the road, sewers and 
water mains on Wyckoff 
Avenue between Flushing 
and Cooper avenues, or the 
city’s announcement that it 
needs to build culverts in 
the Ridgewood reservoir to 
comply with federal safety 
requirements drafted after 
Hurricane Katrina.

“In Ridgewood it’s 
mostly quality-of-life is-
sues, trees, that’s always an 
issue, trash pickups, prop-
erty taxes,” Reynoso said.

City Councilman Antonio Reynoso calls for the creation of an inter-agency task force to monitor abus-
es by landlords. Photo by Sarina Trangle

 Fresh Meadows resident Yeou-Cheng Ma is scheduled to play two 
concerts in Manhattam in April and May. Photo by Merle Exit

Reynoso’s term begins
Ridgewood’s new councilman to focus on housing and education

Queens pediatrician 
splits time as violinist

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Continued on Page 37
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BY SARINA TRANGLE
 
While most legislators are 

busy haggling over pre-kinder-
garten funding and campaign fi-
nance reform in the state budget, 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo Jr. (D-
Howard Beach) has renewed his 
bid to secure money for Queens 
nonprofits.

Addabbo said he met with 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo earlier this 
month and urged him to insti-
tute an alternative framework for 
distributing state funds to com-
munity organizations, schools, 
senior centers and neighborhood 
projects after the executive cur-
tailed lawmakers’ access to mem-
ber items in 2010 amid a spate of 
scandals involving the so-called 
member items.

The state budget once in-
cluded a lump sum for generic 
aid to schools, corporations, mu-
nicipalities or nonprofits, which 
legislators would direct to local 
initiatives.

“I said, ‘Governor, I don’t 
mind that you took it away from 
me ... but you never replaced it 

and now I have senior centers, 
veterans posts, after-school pro-
grams suffering,” Addabbo said, 
before listing organizations that 
he once directed funding to that 
have since closed due to a lack 
of money, including the Queens 
Multi-Service Center in Glendale, 
which provided case management 
for seniors, and the Forest Park 
Senior Center.

The senator has reintroduced 
a bill he drafted last year that 
would maintain the money once 
funneled through member items, 
but continue barring legislators 
from controlling it by having the 
state vet organizations and award 
financing through grant applica-
tions.

No senators have signed onto 
the bill and it does not have a 
sponsor in the state Assembly.

But Addabbo said he primar-
ily submitted the measure to pro-
pose a framework for the gover-
nor, who he said already has the 
authority to institute a mecha-
nism for getting state funding to 
local groups.

Although Cuomo’s office did 

not respond to requests for com-
ment, Addabbo described his re-
action as somewhat open.

“It wasn’t dead in the water,” 
Addabbo said.

Cuomo stopped allocating 

money for member items as sev-
eral abuses emerged.

The city Department of In-
vestigation determined that as 
former Brooklyn Assemblyman 
Vito Lopez directed money to the 
Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Citi-
zens Council, the nonprofit falsi-
fied documents, double-billed the 
state and inflated the salary of its 
executive director, who was Lo-
pez’s girlfriend, according to the 
good government group Citizens 
Union.

Then Jamaica’s former Sen. 
Shirley Huntley was sentenced to 
a year and a day behind bars af-
ter she admitted in federal court 
to stealing thousands in member 
items from one of her sham non-
profits.

The first few years without 
new discretionary funding were 
not so bad, according to Addabbo.

He said legislators had ac-
cess to previously approved but 
unused member items money. But 
that financing has since dried up, 
leaving organizations throughout 
the state struggling.

Citizens Union, a nonpar-

tisan organization dedicated to 
improving elections and gover-
nance, has historically raised 
several concerns about member 
items, but believes legislators 
should have some role in the al-
location process, according to Ra-
chael Fauss, policy and research 
manager for Citizens Union.

“Funding for AIDS issues in 
the 1980s was a very political is-
sue and the legislators were able 
to direct needed funding to those 
groups,” she said. “But at the 
same time, there needs to be more 
control over it.”

Citizens Union helped state 
Sen. Jose Serrano (D-Manhattan) 
and Assemblywoman Sandy Galef 
(D-Westchester County) draft leg-
islation that would require mem-
ber items to be itemized in the 
budget and the legislators behind 
such allocations to sign related 
conflict of interests forms.

Recipients of $50,000 or more 
in state money would have to send 
documents to the state attorney 
general detailing how the money 
was spent.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo Jr. says 
neighborhood nonprofits are suffer-
ing without state funding.

Addabbo pushes for member items alternative

8900 Van Wyck Expressway, Jamaica, NY 11418 • www.jamaicahospital.org

Free 
Newsletter 
Subscription

South East Queens has the Highest 
Rate of Diabetes in the Borough. 
We Can Help.

For More Information or to Schedule an 
Appointment, Call 718-206-6742
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Stop in at any Queens Library for more information,  
phone 718-990-0700 or go to www.queenslibrary.org.

KEEPS ME 
THINKING

Thousands of      programs for every age FREE
workshops for 
beginners and 

art, history, 
informational 
programs

audio books

Can’t travel to the 
library? We’ll send  
your books to you, free!
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

WWII vet fi nally honored for his service

I 
am writing to inform 
your readers about a 
true local hero.

Staff Sgt. James 
Dikeman served in World 
War II from 1942-45 as a 
member of the 179th Mili-
tary Policy Co. On June 9, 
1943, Dikeman was wound-
ed in Tunisia while defend-
ing the Katherine Pass 
against the German Afrika 
Corps.

After recovering, he 
returned home, married 
his wife Catherine and 
served a distinguished ca-

reer with the city Parks De-
partment.

But until recently, 
Dikeman’s actions in North 
Africa went unrecognized 
because all his military 
records were destroyed in 
a fire at the U.S. Army’s Na-
tional Personnel Records 
Center in 1973. Although 
his actions and wounds had 
earned him several medals 
and awards, at the age of 
95 he still had not received 
them.

I met Dikeman’s daugh-
ter last year, and when she 

told me his story, I was 
determined to right this 
wrong. I reached out to the 
Army with his hospital re-
cords, and it reconstructed 
his military records.

This past February, I 
was able to present Dike-
man with his well-deserved 
awards, among them the 
Purple Heart, the Bronze 
Star and the World War II 
Victory Medal. It had taken 
70 years, but Dikeman had 
finally received the honors 
he deserved.

I congratulate Dike-

man, who lives in Little 
Neck, and thank him for 
his service.

If you know a veteran 
who has been denied a med-
al or benefits, please call 
my office at 718-875-1675.

To date I have secured 
$7.2 million in back pay and 
owed benefits for veterans, 
and I am eager to continue 
serving the men and wom-
en who protect our nation.

Steve Israel
U.S. Representative

(D-Melville)

DON’T STIFF THE MTA
We have a message for our governor: Andrew, remem-

ber your Queens roots and keep your hands off the MTA’s 
$40 million public transit funds that could make travel for 
city straphangers a whole lot easier.

As the April 1 state budget deadline approaches, Cuo-
mo has proposed plundering $40 million from the transit 
kitty to pay for MTA bonds the state had agreed to pay off. 
Most of that fund is dedicated to mass transit improve-
ments.

Amid the outcry from many state Assembly members, 
the city’s Riders Alliance and Straphangers Campaign 
waded into the foray with estimates of what the $40 million 
could do to improve the commute for thousands of frazzled 
New Yorkers.

And the possibilities were quite overwhelming for the 
often frustrated riders in Queens.

The rider advocates said the MTA could use the $40 
million to restore off-peak service on the No. 7, A and J 
lines, bring back G service to Forest Hills and revive W 
service from Astoria to Lower Manhattan.

In addition, those salvaged millions could also under-
write three new bus routes in Queens and add 26 new LIRR 
trains.

But Cuomo’s raid on the MTA funds amounts to a 
staggering $40 million cut to the transit authority, jeopar-
dizing its already shaky financial footing and setting the 
stage for a sharp increase in fares.

Both riders groups said leaving the $40 million in the 
MTA’s coffers would enable the agency to reduce the fare 
hikes planned for 2015 and 2017.

Last year, Brooklyn Assemblyman Martin Golden 
sponsored a bill to put a lock on the $40 million transit 
fund which passed both houses, but Cuomo vetoed the 
measure.

Since Cuomo graduated from Archbishop Molloy HS 
back in 1975, it’s not unreasonable to suspect he took his 
share of Queens buses and subways during his formative 
years. Queens has always been a public transit wasteland, 
so the challenge of commuting must have made an impres-
sion.

Fast forward to today when the same Andrew Cuomo 
has honed a reputation for being a shrewd negotiator. 
We’re counting on him to play the $40 million transit fund 
card to wrest a concession from other interest groups in 
the state budget game and to restore the dollars to the 
MTA, which deserves a break from Albany.

The riders have earned a reprieve from service cut-
backs and rising fares. Act now, Andrew, and we’ll get you 
a gold MetroCard.
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13READERS WRITE

Back universal free school lunch

T
here is simply noth-
ing more important 
than the health of 
our children and 

families.
Recently, I was joined 

by a consortium of more 
than 120 of the city’s lead-
ing food advocacy, health 
and parent organizations 
to announce a plan that 
will provide universal free 
lunch for all city public 
school students.

Today, more than 75 
percent of public school stu-
dents are eligible for free or 
reduced-price school lunch 
— an estimated 780,000 stu-
dents — and many students 
from families just above 
the income threshold but 
still struggling.

Unfortunately, in part 
because of the poverty 
stigma associated with 
school lunch — and under-
standable fears of undocu-
mented families filling out 
the significant required 
paperwork to qualify — an 
estimated 250,000 income 
eligible city students do not 
participate in the school 
lunch program.

That is a quarter mil-
lion children who are al-
lowed to access free or re-
duced price lunch but do 
not do so largely because of 
the poverty stigma.

The problem gets 

worse as children get old-
er and societal pressures 
increase: 81 percent of el-
ementary school students 
eat school lunch, but that 
number drops to 61 percent 
by middle school and 38 
percent in high school.

We know that univer-
sal school lunch works be-
cause we already have it in 
select low-income schools 
in the city. We simply want 
to expand that accessibility. 
Boston, Dallas and Chicago 
already have similar free 
lunch policies as do New 
York state cities like Buf-
falo, Rochester, Syracuse, 
Hempstead and Poughkeep-
sie.

The simple fact is that 
every child must be guar-
anteed access to healthy 
food during the school day. 
We know that when chil-
dren are hungry, they are 
less likely to be attentive 
in class and they are less 
likely to get the most out of 
their education.

We have spoken with 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
city Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña to secure 
funding for universal free 
lunch. In my opinion, the 
simplest option is a direct 
allocation in the mayor’s 
proposed budget.

The federal govern-
ment pays the bulk of 

the costs associated with 
school lunch in New York 
City. For the 2011-12 school 
year, the federal govern-
ment paid $298,121 — $850 
for schools meals and the 
city made up the difference 
of $37,564,748.

If we provide every 
child with a free lunch in 
the city, it will only cost an 
additional $20 million. We 
will spend just $20 more per 
student each year. This in-
crease will amount to less 
than one-tenth of a percent 
of the entire city Depart-
ment of Education budget, 
which is nearly $25 billion.

Universal free lunch 
does not require legislative 
action or approval from Al-
bany. Let’s work with the 
mayor, who can institute 
universal free lunch with a 
stroke of his pen, and help 
erase the stigma associated 
with poverty or immigra-
tion status for thousands of 
New York City children.

The health of our chil-
dren and families depends 
on it.

Letitia James
City Public Advocate

Manhattan

Mayor must not follow in Bloomberg’s steps
An open letter to Mayor 

Bill de Blasio:

T
he Bloomberg ad-
ministration ignored 
small businesses and 
the needs of the little 

people, pursuing instead 
a long romance with real 
estate moguls. It also did 
not take the Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure seri-
ously nor the public trust 
doctrine, which requires 
approval of the state Legis-
lature before any parkland 

is given over to non-park 
use.

In the early stages 
of your administration, 
you have an opportunity 
to  distance yourself from 
Bloomberg’s abysmal re-
cord as aforesaid and to in-
form the public if you give 
great weight to the ULURP 
procedure and park alien-
ation requirements and if 
you favor the interests of 
real estate moguls over that 
of small businesses and the 

little people.
A case in point is the 

Willets Point project. I am 
not referring to the origi-
nal approved 2008 plan, but 
a scheme hatched by former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
the New York Mets and 
its Related Cos. and Ster-
ling Equities and multi-
billionaires who violated 
the law by circumventing 
park property alienation 
requirements and ULURP 
and gave them the keys to 

the city treasury and the 
right to construct a 1.4-mil-
lion-square-foot shipping 
mall on the Citi Field park-
ing lot, which is part of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

Litigation is now 
pending that would pre-
vent the construction of 
the 1.4-million-square-foot 
shopping mall at Citi Field 
until there be full compli-
ance with ULURP and park 
alienation legislation. It 

is to be noted that if there 
be compliance with these 
requirements and the proj-
ect approved, it could then 
proceed.

But it should not be 
permitted without full par-
ticipation of all the affected 
community boards.

You are not bound by 
the actions of Bloomberg 
and you can direct your 
Corporation Counsel not 
to contest the litigation 
(New York County State 

Supreme Court Index No. 
100101-2014).

Let right be done, dem-
onstrate your respect for 
the rights of our commu-
nities, disdain for any at-
tempts to avoid ULURP and 
park alienation require-
ments and join in seeking 
judicial relief to accomplish 
that result.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

CORRECTIONS

In the March 14-20 article about the New York State Pavilion opening to the public for one day to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the World’s Fair, the co-founder of Friends of the Pavilion is Mitch Silverstein.

In the March 14-20 edition, the story about the Kitty Genovese case should have run with the headline 
“Book opens a new chapter on notorious Kew Gardens murder.”

Reader confused about tax dodgers

L
etter writer Ed Konec-
nik complains about 
the delusions of the 
left. It is obvious to 

knowledgeable readers that 
his flawed bullet points 
come from right-wing me-
dia and talking heads.

A steady diet of this 
bunk makes one angry, 
disrespectful and hateful of 
those who do not look like 
you. These folks work hard 
at distorting the facts to 
further their agenda.

Take one of Konec-
nik’s points, for example, 
that “almost 50 percent [the 
actual figure is 47 percent] 
pay no income tax.” On the 
surface, it looks like those 
47 percent should be ar-
rested by the IRS and have 
their wages garnished and 
piggy banks emptied.

The intent of the state-
ment is to make readers 
angry at those no-good tax 
dodgers.

Let’s look at the 47 per-

cent and see why they fall 
into this category. Twenty 
percent of the 47 percent 
pay no federal income tax, 
but they do pay payroll 
taxes for Social Security 
and Medicare. Most of this 
group qualifies for enough 
deductions, earning less 
than $26,400 a year, to push 
their tax liability to zero.

Ten percent of the 47 
percent are elderly and re-
tired and have limited in-
comes. Seven percent of the 
47 percent are households 
earning less than $20,000 
per year and are not re-
quired to pay federal tax, 
but a majority of Ameri-
cans still pay state and lo-
cal taxes.

In conclusion, they 
are not tax dodgers. Nearly 
half of all Americans have 
less than $500 in savings, 
and two-thirds of us live 
paycheck to paycheck.

You want to know who 
the real tax dodgers are? 

How about the 10 largest 
corporations that pay no 
income tax and get mil-
lions in tax rebates, while 
we pay $3.85 a gallon at the 
gas station? Corporations 
pay a federal tax rate at an 
average of 13 percent, only 
about a third of the statu-
tory rate because corporate 
tax deductions and loop-
holes are everywhere.

The top-earning 
Americans have hidden 
more than $4 trillion in tax 
shelters overseas to dodge 
their full tax liability shift-
ing the burden to honest 
taxpayers at home.

We should close these 
loopholes and make them 
ante up their fair share like 
everybody else. Beating 
up on the poor makes no 
sense.

Tyler Cassell
Flushing
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I
t was called the Great 
Depression, a time that 
undoubtedly was the 
worst financial crisis in 

our country’s history. Near-
ly a third of the workforce 
was unemployed. A decade 
wiped off the map, nearly 
a generation would pass 
before the country reached 
the same level of economic 
activity as the 1920s.

Yet reading the Long 
Island Star gives one a 
surprising impression. 
The city spent a fortune on 
acquiring land for public 
parks, newspapers glowed 
as hundreds of homes were 
built and sold in one year, 

breathtaking civil projects 
were announced and, in 
most cases, built.

In March 1931, the 
Triborough Bridge got its 
first $1 million appropria-
tion and major funding was 
discussed for the Grand 
Central Parkway. The city 
purchased, as public parks, 
the Clearview Golf Course 
(nearly $1 million) and 66 
acres of Juniper Valley 
Park ($400,000).

Plans were discussed 
to build a third bridge over 
the East River, this time be-
tween Broadway in Astoria 
and 86th Street in Manhat-
tan. There was agitation to 

build a civic center to keep 
the courts and government 
in Long Island City, and se-
rious talk to build a cross-
town subway line between 
Whitestone and Jamaica.

●

The last blocks of un-
developed land were being 
gobbled up for develop-
ment. More than $1 million 
changed hands in a series 
of land transfers in Flush-
ing.

The old Lott farm of 
53 acres in Fresh Meadows 
was sold for $330,000 and 
was soon made into 660 
homes. A few thousand feet 
north, the 32-acre Schu-
macher farm, on Rocky Hill 
Road, was sold at $15,000 
per acre. Also that month, 
the 63-acre Boose farm, at 
Hollis Court and Horace 
Harding boulevards, was 
sold.

●

Homes on the Ridge-

wood Plateau were being 
snapped up. Overlooking 
the New York skyline, just 
22 minutes from Times 
Square, and near schools, 
churches, a shopping cen-
ter and theaters, more than 
400 one-family homes with 
garages, sewers, sidewalks, 
paved streets and shade 
trees were sold and com-
pleted.

They were priced be-
tween $7,000 and $11,000. 
Two-family homes were 
$13,000.

Over in Jackson 
Heights on 90th Street, the 
Island Housing Corp. of-
fered “solid brick and stone 
studio homes” with sepa-
rate garages between $8,000 
and $9,000. The mortgage 
was only $66.50 per month. 
In one month, 77 homes 
were sold.

M. Krauss Building 
Corp., at 51st Street near 
Skillman Avenue in Sun-

nyside, offered two-family 
brick homes with heated 
two-car garages and oil 
burners for $15,750. Since 
the rent from the second 
apartment covered the 
mortgage, the homeowner 
was “guaranteed to live 
rent free forever.”

In what was advertised 
as the lowest price in the 
single-fair zone, Baysview 
Homes, at 20-65 46th St., 
you could get a nine-room, 
semi-detached brick home 
on a 25-by-100-foot lot for 
only $9,900 — two-families 
for $12,500 — with only $500 
down and a mortgage of $35 
per month.

●

A girl from Dutch 
Kills came home to head 
for fame. Ethel Merman, 
whose rise to stardom was 
rapid, was signed by Larry 
Kent, of Paramount Astoria 
Studios, March 11, 1931, to 
make a series of movies.

Merman, remem-
bered as Ethel Zimmer-
man, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Zimmerman, 
was entertaining guests at 
Astoria Republican Club 
meetings. Her first perfor-
mance was at Little Russia, 
a Manhattan supper club.

In 1927, she appeared 
at the McAlpin Grill and 
later at the Ambassador 
Grill, where she attracted 
the attention of a producer 
who suggested she go for a 
screen test.

The woman who domi-
nated stage and screen for 
most of the 20th century 
grew up just around the 
corner from the recently 
opened High School for Per-
forming Arts.

For further informa-
tion, call 718-278-0700 or 
visit astorialic.org.

Despite the Depression, boro public works boomed in ’31

De Blasio’s key to success should be compromising

I
t is often said that good 
politics involves the 
“art of the compromise.” 
To get things done and 

make progress, which 
should be the goal of every 
elected leader, there needs 
to be give and take.

This lesson seems to 
have been lost in Washing-
ton in recent years, where 
a polarized Congress has 
passed fewer and fewer 
pieces of legislation each 
session. If Republicans take 
over the Senate in the up-
coming election cycle, we 
may expect even less dur-
ing the last two lame-duck 
years of the Obama admin-
istration.

Here in New York, it 

is budget season in Albany 
and we’re witnessing lots of 
horse trading to get things 
done.

Will it produce a com-
promise on the Develop-
ment, Relief, and Educa-
tion for Alien Minors Act, 
otherwise known as the 
Dream Act? Probably not, 
but there’s still time until 
the legislative session ends 
in late June to get that im-
portant progressive vision 
realized and help our im-
migrant young get great 
educations.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
has been exemplary in his 
ability to use compromise 
to move his agenda for-
ward. Some think he sac-
rificed a lot of important 
goals over the years — such 
as independent redistrict-
ing — but his signature 
achievements of marriage 
equality and capping prop-
erty taxes came about be-
cause of his willingness to 
wheel and deal.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
has exhibited his abil-
ity to cut deals in his first 
few months in office. He 
traded air rights for more 
affordable housing with the 
Domino Sugar development 
in Brooklyn, a move that 
could serve as a model for 

the mayor’s future relation-
ship with the real estate de-
velopment community.

The mayor’s signature 
education initiative, uni-
versal pre-kindergarten, is 
a great idea that many have 
pursued unsuccessfully 
in the past two decades. 

The governor decided to 
push this idea forward 
throughout the state, but he 
squashed the mayor’s plan 
to raise taxes on high earn-
ers to fund it.

The mayor is making 
a mistake by continuing to 
push for the tax. Instead, he 

should accept Cuomo’s com-
promise and focus his team 
on implementing this ambi-
tious plan to add thousands 
of new seats in city public 
schools for early childhood 
education.

After all, once kids are 
in those seats, it won’t mat-
ter to constituents who is 
paying for it.

There’s an old saying 
that should apply here for 
the new mayor: “Don’t let 
the perfect be the enemy of 
the good.”

Compromise is an im-
portant skill in life. Let’s 
hope the new mayor’s early 
signs of deal-making con-
tinue.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

■

Mayor Bill de Blasio is joined by supporters after speaking at a universal pre-K rally in Albany. 
AP Photo/Mike Groll
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f you are the office 
prankster, then it’s al-
most time to bring out 
the best you have to of-

fer, as Tuesday is April 1, 
commonly known as April 
Fool’s Day or All Fools Day.

But the office prank-
ster is not the only one you 
need watch out for, since it 
is not uncommon for the 
media to get involved in the 
fun in an attempt to pull the 
wool over the world’s eyes.

So where did this silly 
day originate? Although 
there are many theories in 
existence for the day’s ori-
gin, probably the most cited 
is that in the 1800s France 
changed its calendar so the 
new year would begin in 
January to coincide with 

the Roman calendar. Be-
fore that the original new 
year began at the start of 
spring in late March or 
early April.

In that time, word 
often traveled slowly and 
many people living in ru-
ral parts of the countryside 
continued to celebrate the 
new year in springtime. 
These country folk were so-
called “April fools.”

Other versions dismiss 
this theory, suggesting that 
this day is simply a result of 
European spring festivals, 
which celebrated renewal. 
In these festivals, camou-
flaging one’s identity and 
pranks were commonplace.

Famously, to name 
but a few of my favorite 
renowned April Fool’s 
pranks, in 2008 Burger King 
released an advertisement 
promoting its new “Left-
Handed Whopper” burger 
designed for left-handed 
people. Full-page ads and 
press releases announced 
the burger’s arrival, which 

reportedly many people re-
quested.

In 1995, writer George 
Plimpton wrote an exposé 
in Sports Illustrated about 
a man named Sidd Flinch, 
who was said to be a hidden 
New York Mets prospect 
who had a fastball recorded 

at 168 miles per hour. It was 
a whole week before Sports 
Illustrated realized it had 
been the victim of an April 
Fool’s joke.

Just last year the ever-
popular social media plat-
form Twitter announced it 
would begin charging us-

ers for the usage of vowels 
while consonants and the 
letter “Y” would remain 
free.

Also last year, Google, 
whose track record of April 
Fool’s Day pranks has 
been unrivaled, presented 
“Google Nose,” which was 

said to provide smells for 
whatever you type into the 
search bar. Users simply 
had to bring their nose as 
close to the screen as pos-
sible and press enter.

Well played, Google. 
Imagine how amusing that 
was in some offices.

These media hoaxes 
are only a snippet of the 
best, but of course on this 
day no one can be trusted.

I fondly remember even 
my teachers liked to get 
involved in the fun, send-
ing unsuspecting students 
into other classes to ask the 
teacher to borrow striped 
paint or rubber nails.

If anything, these past 
hoaxes and experiences on 
previous April Fool’s serve 
as a reminder to be particu-
larly aware of curious sto-
ries in the media, or in my 
case, be even more suspi-
cious of TimesLedger office 
pranksters. (I have a few in 
mind!)

Spring postponed for possible return in ’15 (April Fool’s!)

Remember 
the Date
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A California congress-
man who also happens to 
be the first Indian Ameri-
can elected to federal office 
came to Elmhurst Saturday 
to meet with South Asian 
youths.

U.S. Rep. Ami Bera 
(D-Calif.) shared his story 
with teens at a South Asian 
Youth Action conference in 
the hopes of engaging them 
in the political process.

“You can do anything 
you want to in your life. 
You really can,” he told the 
crowd of high school stu-
dents. “A lot of people will 
come up to you and tell you 
they don’t think you can 
do something, but if you 
believe in yourself, you’re 
the only one that holds the 
key to unlocking your full 
potential.”

A doctor by profession, 

Bera was told he would 
never win his seat as he 
had never held a lower level 
of public office and his dis-
trict was less than 1 percent 
South Asian.

“Nobody told me I 
wouldn’t be any good in 
Congress. They just said 
I wouldn’t win,” he said. 
“But my parents instilled 
in me that you can do what-
ever you want to do in life.”

Bera’s parents immi-
grated to the United States 
in 1958 to build a better life 
and raise their family.

“I grew up the young-
est of three boys with a 
strong sense of who I was 
as an Indian-American kid 
growing up in California,” 
he said. “I ran on who I 
am.”

Bera stressed the im-
portance of education and 
talked about how it served 
as a foundation in his own 

life.
“Any young adult like 

yourselves who wants to 

go to college, should be able 
to go to college. There’s no 
more important investment 

that we should be making 
as a nation,” he said.

The freshman con-
gressman put himself 
through medical school by 
working part time and tak-
ing advantage of federal 
student loans. He graduat-
ed with less than $10,000 in 
debt and attributes that to 
the investment the country 
made in him.

“Wouldn’t it be cool to 
see the first South Asian 
president of the United 
States? That could be one of 
you out there in this room,” 
he told the group of teens 
in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Newtown, at 54-
05 Seabury St. 

After he finished 
speaking, Bera answered 
questions from students 
about his life and experi-
ences.

“It was very enlighten-
ing,” said Ralph Yul Valen-

zuela, a senior at Flushing 
High School who represent-
ed the group of students in a 
speech before the congress-
man spoke. “He gave us a 
lot of helpful advice.”

SAYA! has served the 
Elmhurst area for 17 years 
and provides South Asian 
students in Queens with 
enrichment and leadership 
programs in the hopes of 
better preparing them for 
college. Their after-school 
programs run in 14 differ-
ent schools daily and in-
clude tutoring, essay writ-
ing workshops and SAT 
prep opportunities.

“The kids got really ex-
cited about having someone 
of their own background in 
public service,” said Su-
san Maher Singh, the in-
terim executive director of 
SAYA!

U.S. Rep. Ami Bera tells teenagers at the South Asian 
Youth Action conference about how he pursued his dreams 
of being a doctor and a politician.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Californian rep talks to South Asian youth in Elmhurst
 

Ami Bera shares his story at SAYA! conference in hopes of inspiring next generation of leaders
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The developer and 

owner of Long Island City’s 
Z Hotel died earlier this 
month, TimesLedger News-
papers has learned.

Henry Zilberman, the 
former gypsy cab driver 
who built his own taxi and 
limousine enterprise before 
putting a chic exclamation 
point on the neighborhood 
with his boutique hotel, 
died unexpectedly March 1, 
a spokeswoman for the ho-
tel said. He was 52.

The spokeswoman but 
did not provide further in-
formation about the cause 
of death.

The Z Hotel released a 
statement offering its con-
dolences to the Zilberman 
family. He is survived by 
his wife and two daugh-
ters.

“Mr. Zilberman was 
the vision and name behind 
the Z NYC Hotel and he will 
be greatly missed,” it said. 
“He left us a solid founda-
tion for the continued suc-
cess of his legacy, the Z, 
and we will push forward 
so that we can implement 
his concepts and grow the 
brand in the months and 
years ahead.”

A quintessential New 
York story, Zilberman’s as-
cension to real estate mo-
gul began in 1989, when he 
emigrated from Israel with 
$2,000 in his pocket.

After learning all 
about the taxi industry 

from behind the wheel of 
his gypsy cab — and a bit 
about how far tourists pre-
fer to travel between their 
hotels and the city’s hottest 
destinations — Zilberman 
culled his money together 
in 1996 to purchase a ware-
house at the corner of 11th 
Street and 43rd Avenue to 
serve as the home of his 
taxi and limousine fleet.

More than a decade 
later, with luxury condos 
popping up all around the 
developing neighborhood, 
Zilberman would put his 
mark on the city’s skyline 
with his 11-story, Andre 
Escobar-designed hotel.

The Z offered Manhat-
tan-like amenities at out-
erborough prices just min-
utes away from Midtown 
at a time when limited-
service hotels catering to 
budget-conscious tourists 
were driving the market’s 
expansion.

With 100 rooms featur-
ing floor-to-ceiling win-
dows all facing the city’s 
skyline, a 5,000-square-foot 
rooftop and an eclectic de-
cor matched by any equally 
idiosyncratic ethos, the ho-
tel is itself a destination.

In the most visible 
expression of Zilberman’s 
personality outside his 
building, the hotel shuttled 
guests between Long Is-
land City and Manhattan 
via a 1980s-era Cadillac de 
Ville limo — an ode to its 
owner’s quirky perspective 
from Queens.

Owner of Z Hotel 
in LIC dead at 52
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Henry Zilberman, developer and owner of the Z Hotel in Long 
Island City, died earlier this month.
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

It may take state Su-
preme Court interven-
tion, but the city said it is 
prepared to make good on 
three decades of pledging 
to improve sewers, streets 
and sidewalks in Ozone 
Park.

The city published a 
notice last week saying 
its lawyers planned to ap-
ply April 9 in the Queens 
branch of State Supreme 
Court to acquire 600 par-
cels in the southeast corner 
of Ozone Park. Once au-
thorized, the court would 
determine how much prop-
erty owners should be com-
pensated and the city could 
begin the long-delayed in-
frastructure work.

In February, the city 
initiated court proceed-
ings to condemn stretches 
of 95th, Centreville, Tahoe, 
Raleigh, Hawtree and Co-
hancy streets; Albert and 
150th roads; Bristol Av-

enue; and 135th Drive.
The government is 

not seeking the entirety of 
any lots or habitable struc-
tures, but mostly roads, 
sidewalks and stretches of 
yard bordering the street, 
according to Craig Chin, 
a spokesman for the city 
Department of Design and 
Construction. He said the 
city wants to acquire some 
parcels to build new roads 
and connect dead ends to 
other streets.

Howard Kamph, presi-
dent of the Ozone Park 
Civic Association, said the 
years of waiting left him 
lacking confidence in the 
city’s plan to kick off con-
struction in the fall.

“They’ve been saying 
this for over 30 years now. 
How optimistic can I be?” 
Kamph said. “It’s a project 
that needs to be done. The 
streets and sidewalks are 
in terrible condition. With 
the sewers, there’s flooding 
with heavy rains.”

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) and 
residents have said the city 
has been talking about the 
project for three decades, 
but the plans date back 

nearly 100 years. Court doc-
uments show the city Board 
of Estimate approved the 
acquisition of the property 
for “street purposes” Dec. 
23, 1915. 

Because of a paper-
work processing error no 
one has title to a number 
of the streets included in 
the project. It is unclear in 
what circumstances the 
city plans to compensate 
residents for roadways ad-
jacent to their property.

The project was as-
signed to the DDC in 1999, 
according to Chin. He said 
the preliminary design was 
completed in 2005 and that 
the process of acquiring 
close to 600 parcels was ex-
tremely time- consuming.

“Land acquisition is 
a lengthy legal process in-
volving the preparation 
of property damage maps, 
conducting environmental 
reviews and public hear-
ings, obtaining funding for 
land acquisition, title vest-
ing, and making advance 
payments to property own-
ers,” he wrote in an e-mail.

Kamph said the pro-
cess was complicated by 
Bristol Street residents’ op-

position to paying the high-
er rates that come with new 
sewers and by landowners’ 
encroachment on city prop-
erty that previously sat ne-
glected.

Chin said the city ex-
pects contractors to spend 
three years reconstructing 
12 miles of roadway, includ-
ing adding asphalt, build-
ing sidewalks and curbs, 
installing lighting and 
traffic signals and plant-
ing trees. The project also 
entails replacing 2 miles 
of combined sewers and 3 
miles of water mains and 
adding new bioswales and 
drainage infrastructure.

DDC does not yet have 
an estimate for land acqui-
sition, but believes bids for 
the project will come in at 
$45 million or more.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

The city aims to acquire streets, sidewalks and nearby pieces of 
property for a massive infrastructure project in Ozone Park. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Ozone Park street, sewer work slated for fall: City

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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By now, you’ve heard all about the Affordable Care Act. 
Maybe you’re not sure what to do. Call MetroPlus today 
and we can answer all your questions. We can help you 
keep the coverage you have now or talk to you about an 
affordable new plan that’s just right for you. Join one of the 

top-ranked health plans in NYC for almost 10 years.*

One of the most affordable 
health plans on the NY State of 

Health Marketplace. 

Enroll by March 31.

*Based on indicators chosen by the New York State Department of Health and published in its publication  
A Consumer’s Guide to Medicaid Managed Care in NYC 2003-2012. 

WHAT’S YOUR PLAN?
Choose Quality. Choose Affordability. Choose MetroPlus.

Call 1.855.809.4073
M E T R O P L U S . O R G
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BY BILL PARRY

The city Panel for Education-
al Policy decided to delay a final 
vote on the controversial plan by 
the city Department of Education 
to bus 250 children from PS 11 
in Woodside to another school 3 
miles away while a construction 
project gets under way.

The DOE had told elected of-
ficials that the incoming kinder-
garten class would be sent to PS 
171 in Astoria every day so work 
on a $70 million annex, to relieve 
chronic overcrowding, could be-
gin.

The PEP voted in Brooklyn 
Tuesday to move the decision 
on the plan to April 11, allowing 
more time for a compromise.

“The decision to delay the 
vote was a bit of a surprise. You 
could tell the new de Blasio ap-
pointments to the panel had some-
thing to do with it,” a source with 
knowledge of the process said.

City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said, “It’s 
a positive sign from the adminis-
tration. They’ve told us that they 

will keep looking at all options to 
keep the students closer to home 
so it’s not the end.”

Last month, Van Bramer 
devised a compromise plan that 
would send the children across 
Queens Boulevard and use space 
in PS 313, currently in the late 
stages of construction, at 45-46 
42nd St. in Sunnyside, and sched-
uled to open in the fall.

Van Bramer admitted that 
there was resistance to his plan 
because the new school is in CEC 
District 24 while PS 11 and PS 171 
are in CEC District 30.

Van Bramer has been in 
talks with the mayor’s office 
exploring more options and he 
joined several other elected of-
ficials, including U.S. Rep. Joe 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights), 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) and Borough President 
Melinda Katz, in drafting a letter 
to send to city Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña.

The letter urged the DOE to 
consider busing the children from 
PS 11 to the St. Teresa School, at 
50-20 45th St. in Woodside, instead 

of PS 171 in Astoria.
“This option would be much 

closer to PS 11 and would provide 

the adequate space needed for a 
safe and positive learning envi-
ronment, as well as address the 

concerns of the parents that have 
communicated with our offices,” 
the officials wrote in the letter.

PS 199, another chronically 
overcrowded school, rents the 
first floor of St. Teresa’s for its 
kindergarten class. The second 
and third floors are unoccupied.

“We feel that this is a rea-
sonable proposal that will lessen 
the burden placed on children 
and their parents,” the officials 
concluded.

Fariña declined to comment 
for this story while attending an 
event at IS 141 in Astoria.

While Van Bramer signed 
off on the St. Teresa’s proposal, 
he did not abandon his plan to 
send the children to the new PS 
313.

 “I never give up, but it is in-
cumbent on all of us to think out-
side the box and find a good solu-
tion for the good of the children 
and their parents,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

St. Teresa’s School in Woodside is the preferred destination among elected offi-
cials for displaced PS 11 kindergartners. Photo by Bill Parry

Search for compromise on PS 11 busing issue

The Calvary@Home Nurse.
The same world-renowned compassion and care

right in your very own home.
Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most important 
decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a century, Calvary 
Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain management and 
emotional comfort to patients suffering from advanced cancer and other 
chronic and acute terminal illnesses. The same Calvary discipline of 
unique compassion and care is also provided by our home care and 
hospice teams right in your very own home or select nursing homes. It’s 
called Calvary@Home. Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home 
is considered one of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for 
your patient, but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s 
another reason why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life 
Continues. Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

tient Services

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for purchases made 2/1/14 – 3/31/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form 
of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Energy efficient and fashionable.
Vignette® Modern Roman Shades insulate your windows  
to help keep your home warmer in winter, cooler in summer.  
Intelligent choice. Ask for details.
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British musician 
M.I.A. is headlining the 
Knockdown Center’s spring 
program with concerts 
scheduled for May 8-9, the 
arts center’s manager said.

Tyler Myers said the 
musician, known for blend-
ing several genres, would 
be the most high-profile 
guest yet at the venue, at 
52-19 Flushing Ave. in Mas-
peth.

“She’s an artist who 
is certainly part of the 
contemporary critical dis-
course, if not contempo-
rary culture at large,” My-
ers said.

He anticipated the 
concerts filling the former 
glass factory up to 70 per-
cent of the building’s ca-

pacity and tickets costing 
roughly $38.

Community Board 5 
and neighborhoods near 
the Knockdown Center 
have opposed its applica-
tions for a liquor and caba-

ret license and 5,000-person 
public assembly permit.

Based on the events 
the Knockdown Center has 
hosted using temporary 
permits, nearby residents 
have contested the organi-
zation’s definition as an arts 
center and said it serves as 
a mecca for young partiers, 
who tend to use drugs and 
alcohol.

Besides M.I.A., Myers 
said the Knockdown Cen-
ter’s spring program will 
feature work by Long Is-
land City sculpture artist 
Joel Shapiro and perform-
ers from choreographers 
Michou Szabo and Lindsey 
Drury.

— Sarina Trangle

Despite Democrats 
in Albany pushing for the 
Dream Act, a new poll 
found that a majority of 
New Yorkers do not share 
the legislators’ fantasy.

A Siena College poll re-
leased Monday shows that 
56 percent of voters oppose 
the measure, which would 
authorize undocumented 
students who graduate 
from high school in New 
York to apply for college fi-
nancial aid.

After sailing through 
the state Assembly, the bill 
came two votes shy of pass-

ing in the state Senate last 
week. Its proponents have 
since been urging Gov. An-
drew Cuomo and legislative 
leaders to attach the bill to 
the state budget.

“Although it passed 
the Assembly and narrowly 
failed in the Senate, support 
for the Dream Act is actu-
ally down from last year 
when opposition was only 
nine points higher than 
support,” Siena College 
pollster Steven Greenberg 
said in a press release.

Support fell along 
party lines, with a major-

ity of Democrats backing 
the Dream Act, a stronger 
majority of independents 
opposing it and more than 
80 percent of Republicans 
disapproving of the bill.

The Siena College poll 
found that a small majority 
of city voters support the 
legislation, while suburban 
and upstate residents did 
not.

White voters opposed 
the measure 2-1, while a 
majority of Latinos and 
blacks approved of it.

— Sarina Trangle

A commemoration of 
Queens native Christopher 
Uhl, 59, is slated for 7 p.m. 
Friday at the Club House 
Sports Bar where he tended 
bar.

Uhl, who ran The New 
York Times’ printing oper-
ation and was a community 
staple, died of a heart attack 
March 10, his girlfriend Su-
san George said.

George said she fell 
in love with Uhl after they 
met in Central Park in July 
and the two began planning 
a life together.

“He was very positive 

and happy, a hard worker,” 
George said. “He was very 
generous to the people he 
loved and always out in the 
community. Chris spoke 
about his family with love 
and pride.”

Uhl was raised in 
Sunnyside but later moved 
to central Queens, where 
George said he became a 
part of the community fab-
ric.

He worked and volun-
tarily coached children at 
the Forest Hills Communi-
ty Center. He also donned a 
Santa Claus costume at the 

community center and For-
est Hills Tennis Club dur-
ing the holidays, according 
to his girlfriend.

Uhl spent his Mondays 
serving drinks at the Club 
House, at 61-21 Fresh Pond 
Road in Maspeth.

George said the com-
munity is invited to com-
memorate Uhl at the water-
ing hole Friday at 7 p.m.

For more information, 
contact Susan George at 
sgeorge.rotary@gmail.com 
or 201-304-5135.

— Sarina Trangle

Maspeth bar to honor life of Christopher Uhl 

Majority oppose Dream Act: Poll

M.I.A. Maspeth-bound

DERBERT 
KING

ANTON 
RUDOVIC

IDENIZ 
CINTRON

TIMOTHY 
LEBRON

The dedication and care of New York City’s doormen, superintendents 
and other residential workers make more than 3,000 city buildings 
home for over two million people. They need a fair contract so they can 
continue to make New York home for themselves and their families.

The contract covering Derbert, Anton, Tim, Ideniz and their co-workers 
expires on April 20, 2014. Support them and all New Yorkers working to 
make ends meet. Follow us at #MakingNYHome to find out more.

32BJ SEIU – with more than 145,000 members, including 70,000 in New York City –
 is fighting for good jobs and strong communities across the East Coast.

www.makingNYhome.org  •  212-388-3800  •         /32BJSEIU  •         @32BJ_SEIU

Pop musician M.I.A. is sched-
uled to perform at the 
Knockdown Center in May.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Avonte Oquendo’s family 
has broken its silence for the first 
time since the teen’s remains 
were found on the College Point 
shore in January.

Avonte’s older brother, Dan-
ny Oquendo, released an open 
letter thanking the thousands 
of volunteers who helped comb 
the city in search of the 14-year-
old autistic boy who disappeared 
from a Long Island City school in 
October.

“Overcome with grief and 
hopelessness, there was only one 
place we could turn to for help: 
the people of New York City,” 
Danny wrote in his letter, which 
he released on the Autism Speaks 
website.

Avonte, who could not speak, 
was last seen on video running 
through the Riverview school’s 
halls before darting out of an 
open door.

Word quickly spread about 
the boy’s disappearance, and 
before long thousands of people 
signed up to help find Avonte. 

Missing posters with Avonte’s 
photo were plastered all over the 
city.

“The community came to-
gether for a common cause in 
such an unparalleled way that 
it renewed my faith in the kind-
ness of humanity. The people of 
New York responded to our an-
guish with a tremendous amount 
of support and vigilance,” Oqu-
endo said. “Thanks to our large 
numbers of volunteers, we had 
the ability to disperse teams of 
people into every corner of NYC 
equipped with fliers, flashlights 
and the undying urge to bring 
Avonte home. No borough was 
left unturned.”

That search ended tragi-
cally in February when the city’s 
medical examiner confirmed the 
remains found in College Point 
were those of Avonte.

The medical examiner was, 
however, unable to determine the 
cause of Avonte’s death because 
his remains were so deteriorated 
by the time they were found.

Avonte’s family announced 
through their attorney they plan 

to sue the city for a wrongful 
death claim.

“This all could have been 
avoided if the school system had 
only ensured that schools were 
better equipped to handle chil-
dren with autism,” Oquendo said. 
“While we may never know what 
exactly happened to my younger 
brother, what we can do is help to 
avoid this tragic event from hap-
pening again.”

In his letter, Oquendo pushed 
for changes in the security sys-
tems of schools to head off a simi-
lar occurrence.

“Sadly, our school systems 
currently don’t share the same 
concerns as the families that 
raise these children,” he said. 
“Let this tragic occurrence be 
the surge that builds up enough 
momentum to provide a real solu-
tion to the problematic issues that 
this hardship has brought to our 
attention. Let us do what is nec-
essary to allot more funding for 
schools so they can provide their 
staff with proper training and 
implement appropriate security 
measures that would prevent an-
other incident like this.”

He also commended the ef-

forts of U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er (D-N.Y.), who pushed for leg-
islation called “Avonte’s Law,” 
which would provide funding for 
GPS tracking devises for children 
with autism.

The boy’s mother, Vanesa 
Fontaine, filed court papers in 
January challenging the NYPD 
to release information about his 
disappearance.

She hopes to reverse the 
Police Department’s denial of a 
Freedom of Information Law re-
quest her lawyer filed on her be-
half in October that asked for any 
information about the investiga-
tion into Avonte’s disappearance.

The NYPD told her lawyer it 
was waiting for the medical ex-
aminer’s findings to be released 
before it shared details of its in-
vestigation, but Fontaine still has 
not received any information, her 
lawyer said.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

Danny Oquendo penned an essay 
thanking the volunteers who helped 
search for his brother Avonte. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Avonte’s brother thanks New Yorkers in letter

1.866.6VAUGHN � vaughn.edu
ENGINEERING  �  TECHNOLOGY  �  MANAGEMENT  �  AVIATION

think

think Innovation

SPRING OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, March 29 and April 5
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The founder of an Ozone Park animal shelter believes she is close to 
finding a new home for the organization after its lease was not renewed.

“Our lease was up five months ago, and our landlord doesn’t want to 
renew our lease,” Heavenly Angels’ founder Lori Carpino said Saturday. 
“I guess he can get more money from someone else than he can from 
us.”

Carpino said the organization has until the end of the month to find 
a new home, but would stay at the storefront, at 97-14 Liberty Ave., until 
another spot is found.

“It doesn’t take a day to move two floors of a shelter,” Carpino said.
She said that she had a “really good lead” but declined to discuss the 

details until everything was set up. 
“We would like to stay in this area,” Carpino added, pointing out 

that a large number of stray and abused animals are found in southern 
Queens.

Heavenly Angels was paying about $3,500 per month in rent for its 
2,000-square-foot space, and with gas, electric, water and sanitation bills, 
the organization’s overhead came to about $7,000 per month.

Hundreds of volunteers walk, feed and interact with the animals, 
and the organization has developed a network of supporters, including 
elected officials, who do what they can to help.

“But at the end of the day, it’s the shelter that has to pay the rent,” 
Carpino said.

Carpino initially founded Heavenly Angels in Astoria about three 
years ago and the shelter moved to Ozone Park about six months later. 

“I started out as a volunteer at another animal shelter and I was 
the manager there for six years,” she said of her previous work with the 
Animal Center of Queens in Rego Park.

Now her no-kill organization houses more than 100 animals - about 
50 cats and 60 to 65 dogs - including a pitbull named Winter and her new 
litter of five puppies.

“Winter was left by her owners in a foreclosed home sometime in 
December,” Carpino said, explaining that neighbors called the police 
about the abandoned pup. “Finally, one morning a neighbor called me 
and said, ‘The dog has been out there for three weeks now.’”

When Carpino went over to the Jamaica home, the dog didn’t want 
to leave, so Carpino picked her up.

After a few weeks at the shelter, Winter began getting bigger but not 
gaining weight. That’s when shelter staff found out she was pregnant.

Winter gave birth to five puppies, whose coloring vary from brown 
to black and white to gray, at Heavenly Angel. Both mom and babies are 
up for adoption - although one puppy has already been claimed - and the 
7-wee-old dogs will ready to be brought home in a couple of weeks.

For more information about Heavenly Angels and its animals, email 
harescue1@aol.com, or visit 97-14 Liberty Ave. in Ozone Park.

Ozone Pk shelter looking for new home
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your 
Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY
th

from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Fire marshals were 
still trying to determine 
the cause of a three-alarm 
fire that ripped through 
a family’s home in South 
Richmond Hill Sunday 
morning after it started in 
the vacant house next door, 
the FDNY said.

Aiysha Wasi was 
asleep in her room upstairs 
when she heard her mother 
screaming from the kitchen 
downstairs around 11 a.m.

“I came running down 
the stairs and that was 
when I saw the fire through 
a second-floor window,” 
she said.

More than 130 fire-
fighters responded to the 
blaze near the corner of 
120th Street and Liberty 
Avenue at 11:28 a.m., ac-
cording to fire officials.

Wasi and her family 
ran out of the house just in 

time before the fire spread 
to their home.

Neighbors said the 
house where the fire start-
ed has sat vacant for more 
than five years and that 
homeless people tend to 
squat on the property.

“I woke up to firemen 
banging on our doors,” said 
Loretta Hickson, a neigh-
bor who has lived in the 
area for 17 years. “There 
was smoke everywhere.”

Hickson said a blaze 
broke out in January 2013 
in the backyard of the same 
building when she believes 
a homeless man started a 
fire in an attempt to keep 
warm.

“My poor neighbors. 
They’re just recovering 
from last year’s fire,” she 
said. “It’s horrific.”

Wasi said the 2013 fire 
damaged her family’s ga-
rage. She said she thought 
someone must have broken 

into the house to set Sun-
day’s fire as it appeared as 
if it burned from the top of 
the house.

The Red Cross was al-
ready on scene in the early 
afternoon Sunday offering 
shelter to Wasi’s family.

The fire was brought 
under control by 12:35 p.m. 
and no one was injured by 
the blaze, the FDNY said.

“Half of the house is 
gone. It’s destroyed. My 
room, my parents’ room 
— everything is burned 
down,” said Wasi, who lives 
in the house with her par-
ents, brother, sister-in-law 
and niece. “It was terrible. 
You wake up one morning 
and you don’t have a roof 
over your head. Everything 
collapsed.”

A Fire Department 
spokesman said the cause 
of the fire had not yet been 
determined as it was still 
under investigation.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The Ridgewood Vol-
unteer Ambulance Corps 
became the first EMS 
agency in the city to suc-
cessfully employ a drug to 
combat opiate overdoses 
when three EMTs sprayed 
naloxone up the nose of an 
unconscious man strug-
gling to breath at a subway 
station this past weekend.

Ridgewood EMTs Sar-
ah Elbeyali, Travis Kessel 
and Abraham Downes were 
called to a train station 
where police were assist-
ing the man on the floor, 
according to Sean Graves, 
deputy director of opera-
tions for the Ridgewood 
corps.

Once the EMTs de-
termined he was probably 
suffering from an opiate 
overdose, Graves said they 
administered the drug and 

the patient regained con-
sciousness and began inde-
pendently breathing within 
10 minutes.

He was taken to a hos-
pital where he was listed 
in stable condition, Graves 
said.

“We were the first 
EMS agency in the city to 
administer it successfully,” 
Graves said, noting that the 
Regional Council of EMS 
confirmed the Ridgewood 
corps’s pioneering act. 

“The state just introduced 
it about a month ago and we 
adopted it pretty quickly.”

Naloxone is consid-
ered an opioid antagonist 
because it travels to the 
same places heroin, mor-
phine, codeine, oxycodone 
and other opiates go in the 
brain and functions as a 
shield, preventing them 
from reaching receptors 
and potentially causing a 
respiratory shutdown.

Ridgewood Volunteer Ambulance Corps EMT Sarah Elbeyali (l.) and 
Deputy Director of Operations Sean Graves stand near an ambu-
lance. Photo by Roy Renna

S. Richmond Hill blaze rips 
through family home: FDNY

Ridgewood  EMTs city’s fi rst
to employ anti-opiate drug C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Continued on Page 50
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BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) came 
to Corona to announce leg-
islation to increase access 
to quality and affordable 
child care for low-income 
families.

He announced his pro-
posed Children First Act of 
2014 at The Child Center, at 
34-10 108th St., March 20, 
citing a recent analysis of 
New York City neighbor-
hoods that ranked Corona 
second in terms of unmet 
demand for child care.

“For many parents, the 
skyrocketing costs of child 
care place a significant 
burden on family budgets 
that are already stretched 
thin,” Crowley said. “Work-
ing parents shouldn’t be 
forced into a corner when 
it comes to ensuring their 
children are cared for dur-
ing the day. That’s why I’m 
pleased to introduce a mea-
sure that will help more 

families access affordable, 
quality and reliable child 
care.”

Crowley’s office pro-
vided numbers that show 
the average annual cost 
of child care ranges from 
$3,704 to $16,430 for full-
time care depending on 
where the family lives, the 
type of care and the age of 
the child. Often, child care 
costs are higher than other 
household expenses and 
typically exceed the aver-
age amount families spend 
on food, mortgages, trans-
portation and utilities.

Over a quarter of a 
million fewer children re-
ceived child care assistance 
in 2012 than 2006, accord-
ing to Crowley’s office The 
Children First Act would 
expand funding for child-
care assistance for low-
income families through 
the Child Care and Devel-
opment Block Grant, one of 
the main federal funding 
sources that supports early 

care and education.
Nearly 2.6 million 

children receive federal 
subsidies or vouchers to 
help manage the high costs 
of child care, according to 

Crowley’s office.
Crowley’s legislation 

would increase funding for 
these subsidies by $18.8 bil-
lion over 10 years. The in-
creased funding, combined 

with other federal sources, 
would allow 1.4 million 
more children to have ac-
cess to safe and affordable 
child care in the first year 
alone.

“We are thrilled about 
this legislation and honored 
that Congressman Crowley 
chose to announce it here at 
our site,”  Child Center Ex-
ecutive Director Traci Don-
nelly said. “By investing 
in quality early childhood 
education and child care, 
we make it possible for par-
ents to go to work knowing 
their children are safe and 
cared for so they can build 
a better future.”

The average price of 
full-time care in center-
based settings total $14,939 
for an infant and $12,355 
for a preschooler annually . 
More than 40,000 New York 
City families are currently 
estimated to be on a wait list 
for child care subsidies.

“Making child care 
more affordable for fami-
lies is just one piece of the 
puzzle,” Crowley said. “We 
must also focus our ener-
gies on other economic 
challenges facing women 
and families today.”

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley anoounces his new Children First Act of 2014 at The Child Center in Corona. 
Photo courtesy Joe Crowley

Crowley announces child care bill in Corona

Forest Hills Child Care Center offers UPK and Wraparound all within a Full-Day Program, following the New York State 
pre-kindergarten foundation for the Common Core. Reviewed highly by the Department of Education. Forest Hills Child 
Care Center is one of the community’s oldest and most trusted child care programs.

TIME TO ENROLL! UPK 2014-2015
FOREST HILLS CHILD CARE CENTER

Small classes  AND INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION Small classes  AND INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION 

fessional, Bilingual  STAFF  (Russian, Hebrew, Spanish)  Professional, Bilingual  STAFF  (Russian, Hebrew, Spanish) All Group teachers have Masters degrees

Nutritious  KOSHER BREAKFAST AND SNACKS

LARGE outdoor  AREA AND MATTED PLAYGROUND 

Enriched  EDUCATIONAL CURRICULUM   Specialists in music, movement, and science
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Photos by Caroll Alvarado

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Ken Maldonado
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* Not responsible for typographical errors.  Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item.  0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers.  See store for details. Prices valid until 12/1/13.

215-03 Horace Harding Expwy.
Bayside, New York

(718) 224-4344

bobcocciasappliance.comBob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

* Not responsible for typographical errors.  Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item.  0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers.  See store for details. Prices valid until 4/30/14.

Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 9AM-7PM,Thurs. 9AM-8PM, 
Sat. 9AM-6PM,

Sun. 11AM-4PMDelivery & Installation Available.Financing For Qualified Buyers.

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

– SPIRIT® Gas Gri l l s  – GENESIS® Gas Gri l l s  – SUMMIT® Gas Gri l l s  –

Come To Bob Coccia’s Appliance Center & Choose From Free-Standing 
Grills, Built-In Models, Portable Models & Charcoal Grills Too. 

We Cary A Large Selection For All Your Grilling Needs!

The Smart Way 
To Cool Rooms

Without Ductwork!

Sleek 
Design!

Energy
Efficient!

THE INDEPENDENT RETAILER 
GIVES YOU MORE!

That’s Why We Are The Place To 
Save On Appliances & More!

Special
Financing
Available!

at

See The Kühl
Difference.

Check Out 
Our Ultra 
Premium 
Line Of 

Room Air
Conditioners

Kühl® Colors!
6 Optional Colors
To Choose From!

Kühl WiFi
Capability

Kühl Series Room Air Conditioner

*

* With Purchase Of Any Weber Grill, $599 And Up.  Free Assembly Not Applicable On Built-In Style Grills.  Initial Propane Fill-Up Only.

THE SEASON IS FINALLY HERE! 
Come In For Great Savings On ACs & BBQs!

Incredibly
Quiet!



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND      AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

President Barack 
Obama has named a second 
panel of federal mediators 
in a renewed effort to bring 
resolution in a dispute in-
volving thousands of Long 
Island Rail Road workers 
and the MTA.

Some 5,800 workers 
represented by the Sheet-
metal, Air and Transporta-
tion Union, the LIRR’s larg-
est union, voted to strike 
in February. LIRR unions 
have been without a con-
tract since 2010.

“I appreciate that these 
dedicated individuals have 
agreed to devote their tal-
ent and years of experience 
working on labor manage-
ment disputes to help reach 
a swift and smooth resolu-

tion of this issue,” Obama 
said in a statement March 
20.

Presidential Emergen-
cy Board No. 245 will spend 
60 days reviewing the final 
offers from the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity and LIRR unions and 
choose an offer that it finds 
“the most reasonable.”

In December a presi-
dential emergency board 
recommended wage in-
creases for LIRR workers 
of 17 percent over six years. 
The MTA rejected it. There 
was no resolution on work 
rules which the MTA seeks. 
LIRR unions could legally 
call a strike in July if labor 
and management cannot 
agree by then.

The LIRR carries some 
300,000 passengers daily.

A U.S. Coast Guard he-
licopter crew flew into Ju-
niper Valley Park Monday 
to give an 8-year-old with a 
life-threatening illness the 
tour of his dreams.

Colin Flood, who is 
battling his second round 
of acute lymphocytic leu-
kemia, had long wished to 
see the aircraft up-close 
because he was an avid 
fan of television shows like 
“Coast Guard Alaska” and 
“Deadliest Catch,” accord-
ing to the Coast Guard.

But given his diagno-
sis, Colin’s family was not 
sure if he would be able 
to travel and see a Coast 
Guard helicopter in per-
son.

Working with the Po-
lice and Fire departments, 
the Coast Guard said it or-
ganized a visit to the park 
near Colin’s home Monday.

“It meant a lot to us to 
see the happiness on Colin’s 
face and to be able to fulfill 
his dream to see a Coast 
Guard helicopter up-close 
and personal,” Special 
Agent John Keeley said in a 
press release.

Besides offering Colin 
a tour of the helicopter, the 
Coast Guard gave him a 
photograph of the aircraft 
signed by the crew, a Coast 
Guard cap and T-shirt, unit 
patches and a name tag.

— Sarina Trangle

BY KELSEY DURHAM

The City Council has 
received a proposal calling 
on grocery stores citywide 
to charge customers for the 
bags they use to take their 
groceries home.

The proposal would 
require stores to charge 10 
cents per plastic or paper 
bag, if customers do not 

bring their own reusable 
ones. The money collected 
from bag fees would go to 
store owners.

The bill was expected 
to be introduced into the 
Council this week.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Shopper Varsha Prajapati lifts groceries into her cart after paying 
at Patel Brothers in Jackson Heights. Photo by Christina Santucci

Colin Flood poses for photos with members of the U.S. Coast Guard in Juniper Valley Park. 
Photo courtesy Petty Officer 2nd Class Jetta Disco/Coast Guard

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Baseball returns to 
Queens this week as the 
New York Mets open the 
2014 season against divi-
sion rival the Washington 
Nationals at Citi Field Mon-
day at 1:10 p.m.

Right-hander Dillon 
Gee gets the Opening Day 
start for the Metropolitans 
and Washington ace Ste-
phen Strasburg takes to the 
mound against him.

Offseason acquisitions 
Curtis Granderson, a for-

mer New York Yankee, and 
Chris Young, from the Oak-
land Athletics, will make 
their debuts in Mets uni-
forms alongside familiar 
faces like captain and third 
baseman David Wright and 
second baseman Daniel 
Murphy.

The Mets are hoping 
their mix of young talent 
and veterans can help them 
improve from last year’s 
74-win season. All fans in 
attendance are slated to re-
ceive a magnet schedule.

Proposal calls for 10-cent fee on grocery bags

Coast Guard visits ill boy Fed panel to mediate
between MTA-LIRR

A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter visits an 8-year-old cancer patient in Juniper Valley Park. 
Photo courtesy Petty Officer 2nd Class Jetta Disco/Coast Guard

Amazin’ Mets to start 2014 season 
against rival Washington Nationals

Mets fans can expect third baseman David Wright back in the line-
up for Opening Day.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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construction associated 
with the building of Shea 
Stadium.

“Protecting our park-
land is critical to the health 
of our surrounding neigh-
borhoods of Corona and 
Flushing,” said Paul Gra-
ziano, an urban planner 
and founder of Save Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park. 
“These neighborhoods 
have very little open space 
and Flushing Meadows Co- rona Park is the only place they have to have any kind 

of recreation whatsoever.”
Protesters also voiced 

concerns the megamall 
might be detrimental to the 
survival of small business-
es in the surrounding area 
and called on Mayor Bill de 
Blasio to stop the project 
from happening.

“I cannot think of 
a more disgraceful act,” 
Avella said. “We will fight 
till the bitter end to stop the 
city from doing this.”

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Opponents of a plan to 
build a megamall on park-
land adjacent to Citi Field 
held a rally last weekend 
on Roosevelt Avenue to re-
inforce their disapproval of 
the project.

Queens civic leaders, 
park advocates and activ-
ists joined state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) to decry 
the plan, which is part of a 
$3 billion redevelopment of 
Willets Point by developers 
Related Cos. and Sterling 
Equities, who make up 
the Queens Development 
Group.

“Parkland is sacred. 
It’s the responsibility of ev-
ery municipality and elect-
ed official to preserve park-
land not only for the people 
who use it currently, but for 
future generations,” Avella 
told reporters at a spot on 
Roosevelt Avenue overlook-
ing Citi Field and the site 
of the proposed mall. “The 
fact we have to be here to-
day to protest taking away 
parkland for a megamall is 
disgraceful.”

Avella, along with a 
number of community lead-
ers and park advocates who 
attended the rally, filed a 
lawsuit last month against 
the city and developers, 
challenging the legality of 
building the megamall on 
land designated as park-
land without the consent of 
the state Legislature.

The location of the 
proposed mall is currently 
a parking lot that was pre-
viously the site of the New 
York Mets’ Shea Stadium 
from 1964-2009 before it was 

demolished. Even though 
the area is now a parking 
lot, the lawsuit’s plaintiffs 
contend the area is still 
mapped as parkland, ac-
cording to city maps, and is 
still used for recreational 
purposes.

Any alienation of 
parkland would require 
the state Legislature’s ap-
proval and the replacement 
of that parkland elsewhere, 
protesters said.

“The city has violated 
city and state law to give the 
owners of this megamall a 
$100 million gift in the ex-
pense of everyone who uses 
parkland in the city of New 
York,” Avella said.

The site’s developers 
contend that 1961 legis-
lation that approved the 
building of Shea Stadium 
with a provision for park-
ing allows them to build 
the shopping center on the 
same location.

“The weekend rally 
was an unfortunate at-
tempt to obstruct a trans-
formative neighborhood re-
development from moving 
forward,” a spokesman for 
Queens Development Group 
said. “This project will 
clean up a site that has been 
contaminated for genera-
tions and create thousands 
of jobs while providing the 
surrounding communities 
with amenities that will 
contribute to the area’s 
bright future. State legis-
lation signed into law over 
50 years ago makes it very 
clear that this project can 
move forward.”

Opponents of the proj-
ect, however, said the 1961 
exception only applied to 

Geoffrey Croft from NYC Park Advocates speaks about the lawsuit 
as he is joined by state Sen. Tony Avella (front r.) and other plain-
tiffs. Photo by Christina Santucci

Protesters rally against Willets Point megamall

TRANSFER to the NYU-SCPS Paul McGhee Division

New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. ©2014 New York University School of Continuing and Professional Studies.

learn more about mcghee
scps.nyu.edu/mcghee2i
212-998-7100

It’s not where  
you start. 
It’s where you  
end up.

Bachelor of Arts
Applied General Studies

Humanities 
Art History
Creative Writing
Literature

Bachelor of Science
Digital Communications and Media

Healthcare Management

Information Systems Management

Leadership and Management Studies

Social Sciences 
Anthropology, Economics,  
History, International Studies,  
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TL CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 28-A

PR. 3, 2014      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

35

TL

BY SARINA TRANGLE

After a bullet claimed the life of an 
Ozone Park pizzeria owner’s son during a 
botched home invasion 4 1/2 years ago, one 
of the two men accused of committing the 
murder entered a not guilty plea Tuesday 
in Manhattan federal court.

Leon Whitfield, 23, was detained but 
remains eligible to make a bail application 
at a later date, Manhattan U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara’s office said.

A grand jury handed up an indictment 
earlier this month charging Whitfield and 
Antoine Burroughs, 25, with attempting 
to rob Bartolomeo Antoniello in his home 
Sept. 9, 2009, because they believed the Ital-
ian immigrant would have cash from the 
Romeo’s Pizzeria he owned on Cross Bay 
Boulevard, according to the FBI and Bha-
rara.

Agents contended the duo shot the en-
trepreneur’s son Gerardo Antoniello in the 
head, taking the 29-year-old’s life as he at-
tempted to protect his father.

As of Wednesday, the FBI agents were 
still searching for Burroughs, who author-
ities described as 6-foot-1 and about 180 to 
190 pounds with a prominent mole on his 
right cheek. Burroughs, who goes by the 
names Butter and Youngblood, was last be-
lieved to be in Harlem, the FBI said.

“Burroughs and Whitfield had no 
regard for life,” said George Venizelos, 
assistant director in charge of the FBI’s 
New York field office. “The FBI stands 
with our law enforcement partners to an-
nounce these charges and to reiterate that 
this case will not be done until all those in-
volved face justice.”

Brown also announced in June 2012 
that two others — Jason Burrell, of Brook-
lyn, and Rashod Cowan, of the Bronx — 
pleaded guilty to burglary and attempted 
robbery.

Burroughs and Whitfield are charged 
with murder, discharging a firearm, rob-
bery conspiracy and attempted robbery, 
according to the indictment.

A total of four men before the latest 
round of arrests had been charged in the 
botched home invasion. 

The U.S. attorney’s office filed a letter 
in court noting that it planned to make a 
recommendation as to whether or not pros-
ecutors would seek the death penalty by 
the end of April.

Whitfield’s attorney, Edward Wilford, 
said he would argue that his client was in-
nocent.

“The case is a very serious case. It 
involves a potential capital punishment,” 
Wilford said. “We will be litigating the 
case to establish his non-guilt.”

Queen Supreme Court Judge Richard 
Buchter sentenced Francis LaCorte, of 

Ozone Park, to 50 years to life after pros-
ecutors said he recruited a handful of ex-
cons to conduct a series of robberies in the 
neighborhood in 2009.

When LaCorte’s crew targeted the el-
der Antoniello, prosecutors said his son, a 
school custodian, was shot in the back of 
the head as he rushed to defend his father 
from pistol-whipping.

Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown said Ozone Park resident Vincent 
Mineo partnered with LaCarte, who had 
ties with the Gambino crime family, to or-
chestrate the attack on the Antoniellos and 
two other robberies.

Mineo was sentenced to 20 years in 
prison after pleading guilty to attempted 
robbery, burglary and conspiracy, the DA 
said.

ANTOINE BURROUGHS
Photo courtesy FBI

Two charged in murder
of Ozone Park resident STOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

GERARDO ANTONIELLO 
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based on allegations raised 
in a New York Post article 
in 2012 that he had abused 
the Legislature’s per diem 
program.

The southeast Queens 
Democrat said the report 
incorrectly claimed he ac-
cepted travel reimburse-
ments without actually 
staying in Albany, and he 
decried the public way in 
which the FBI conducted 
its investigation.

“Because no matter 
what happens at the end of 
this, what people will see is 
what’s going on right now,” 
he said. “But I do not believe 
I have misrepresented the 

Assembly. I do not believe 
that I have misrepresented 
the voucher system.”

Scarborough was in 
Albany where he and fel-
low lawmakers were work-
ing on budget discussions, 
which include potential 
ethics reform legislation in 
the wake of several political 
scandals that seem more of-
ten than not to come back to 
southeast Queens.

The FBI nearly a year 
ago arrested state Sen. Mal-
colm Smith (D-Hollis) on 
charges he allegedly tried 
to steer public funds to a 
sham real estate project in 
order to buy Republican 
leaders’ support for his bid 
to run in last year’s mayor-
al race on the GOP line.

Before Smith, then-

Sen. Shirley Huntley admit-
ted to embezzling member 
items from a nonprofit she 
had ties to.

Huntley worked with 
investigators by wearing a 
wire and recording a hand-
ful of public officials at her 
home in southeast Queens, 
although Scarborough was 
not one of them.

In response to the ar-
rests and what federal pros-
ecutors called a widespread 
culture of corruption, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo created the 
Moreland Commission to 
investigate official wrong-
doing.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY BILL PARRY

The people behind the 
Long Island City Partner-
ship are not letting the 
MTA derail their plans for 
an ambitious, full-scale 
street festival in May.

The city Department 
of Transportation will 
close off Vernon Boule-
vard between 46th and 50th 
avenues for the first LIC 
Spring Stroll.

The event will be held 
May 17 from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
despite the weekend service 
shutdown on the No. 7 train 
from Times Square to the 
74th Street-Broadway sta-
tion in Jackson Heights.

“We would’ve liked to 
pick a date when the 7 was 
running, but this neighbor-
hood event will be worth 
coming to LIC for, whether 
the subway is running or 
not,” LIC Partnership Pres-
ident Elizabeth Lusskin 
said. “You can get here with 
the free shuttle bus from 
Queensboro Plaza, and at 
the north end of Vernon 
we can pull people in from 
Court Square where the G 
train will still be running. 
It’s worth a little inconve-
nience to get to LIC.”

Along with the 22 
weekends of suspended ser-
vice on the No. 7, the Met-

ropolitan Transportation 
Authority plans on shut-
ting down the G line for 
five straight weeks begin-
ning July 26 for repairs in 
the tunnel between Green-
point and Long Island City. 
The tube was flooded with 3 
million gallons of saltwater 
during Hurricane Sandy, 
according to the MTA.

There are plenty more 
travel options available for 
out-of-towners, according 
to Dana Frankel, the Part-
nership’s director of eco-
nomic development.

“We’ll partner with 
the East River Ferry for 
the event for the folks com-
ing from Manhattan and 
Brooklyn, and there’s al-
ways bikes,” she said.

Visitors from the other 
boroughs is not the part-
nership’s chief concern.

“We serve the entire 
neighborhood and getting 
the people from the water-
front high-rises to come 
onto Vernon would be a 
plus,” Frankel said.

LIC Spring Stroll is 
scheduled to coincide with 
the annual showcase event 
known as LIC Arts Open.

“The block party will 
serve as a pivot point to 
draw more people to the 
LIC Arts Open. We’re going 
to pull people in and then 

push them out to the other 
events happening in the 
neighborhood,” Lusskin 
said. “In fact, we scheduled 
it from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. so 
you can come after brunch 
and before dinner at our 
area restaurants.”

The street fair will 
include sculpture-making 
and a stage will be set up 
for live music performanc-
es and comedy.

The LIC Spring Stroll 
is being coordinated with 
the DOT’s Weekend Walks 
Program, which will al-
low restaurants to set up 
tables and chairs and serve 
food and drinks along the 
sidewalks without special 
permits from the city. Mer-
chants will be encouraged 
to set up on the sidewalks 
as well.

“It’s not just for the 
Vernon businesses. This 
includes anyone from Jack-
son Avenue, Center Boule-
vard,” Lusskin said. “This 
is going to be a neighbor-
hood celebration, not just 
a commercial street fair 
where you go and buy tube 
socks.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Scarborough

Honor them with an ad 
in TimesLedger Newspapers 

special issue published 
May 9, 2014!

Deadline May 2, 2014
For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537 
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (3.5” x 4.5”)  1/8 H (3.5” x 2.15”)

1/12 Page (2.3” x 2.15”)
1/2V (3.5” x 9.125”)  1/2H (7.25” x 4.5”)

Full Page (7.25” x 9.125”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens 

Impact Awards Winners?
HONOREES

Gianna Cerbone-Teoli
Don and Katha Cato
Salvatore Lopizzo

Hakeem Rahim
Audra Fordin

George Subraj
Andrew Koslosky

Dr. Joseph J. Lieber
Lakia Echols
Greg Mays

Mandy Kelso
Carmine DeSena
Virginia DeMillio
Andrea Adams

Ronnie and Hank Around
Carly Rose Nieves

Kwanghee Kim
Mandingo Tshaka

Carl Ballenas
Lily Gavin

Rodney Pride
Susan Agin

Rev. Philip Craig
Michael McCreesh

Lucy Hossain

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 8, 2014

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Thursday, 
May 15th, 

2014

LIC Spring Stroll to close 
Vernon Boulevard in May
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

communicate with the chil-
dren in their own language 
rather than having an in-
terpreter.”

Ma finally took on 
the role of the executive 
director of the Children’s 
Orchestra Society after 
getting married and hav-
ing a child. Her musician 
husband, Michael Dadap, 
said he dreamed about hav-
ing his own music school. 
It was then that Ma took on 
the role with Dadap as the 
artistic and music director.

Musical genes have 
been passed down to an-
other generation as both of 
her children are musically 

inclined.
“My son has played 

the cello, piano, trombone 
and percussion as well as 
creating his own set of bag-
pipes,” Ma said. “My daugh-
ter loves to sing, plays the 
cello and is pursuing an 
acting career.”

During a tour of Ma’s 
musical basement, she 
spoke about her fondest 
memory in music as she 
played violin with her 
brother at a fund-raising 
concert at the Kennedy 
Center.

“I met Marian An-
derson, John F. Kennedy, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
Robert Frost, who was 
reading his poetry, and 
Danny Kaye,” she said. 
“Yo-Yo and I were so fond of 
Danny Kaye that it was the 

highlight of the evening.”
The basement revealed 

a piano, a recording studio 
and some rather artistic 
decor. Ma showed off her 
skills playing a few bars on 
the piano and part of a mu-
sic piece on the violin. She 
then demonstrated how to 
hold the violin and bow 
to produce some decent 
sounds from the instru-
ment.

On April 27 at 5 p.m., 
she will be performing 
with the classical duo Cross 
Island  at the Nicholas Roer-
ich Museum, 319 W. 107th 
St., in Manhattan. 

The Children’s Or-
chestra is holding its next 
concert, the 20th Annual 
Discovery Gala, May 3 at 
Lincoln Center’s Tully 
Hall.

Ma
Continued from Page 9 

Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
and Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park), have also stayed qui-

et on the matter.
Crowley’s office de-

clined to comment, and 
Ulrich’s chief of staff Rudy 
Giuliani said the council-
man is waiting for firm fi-
nancial details to consider 
either proposal.

“He doesn’t think any-
thing is going to happen in 
his term,” Giuliani said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

QueensWay
Continued from Page 6 

Contact the newsroom:  718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

A cancer diagnosis is 
never welcome news, espe-
cially when it comes unex-
pectedly. Cancer patients 
may undergo treatment for 
weeks or months, all the 
while hoping that treatment 
will ultimately prove effec-
tive. But cancer can return 
even when it is successfully 
treated, and the prospect of 
that return understandably 
induces concern.

The risk of recurrence 
is different for each person 
and typically depends on a 
host of factors. The type of 
cancer, how much time has 
passed since treatment, the 
type of treatment received, 
and how well a person has 
been taking care of himself 
since treatment ended can 
all influence a person’s risk 
of recurrence. Eating right, 
exercising and seeing the on-
cologist for follow-up visits 
are key to good health. But 
the American Cancer Soci-
ety notes that nothing can 
be done to guarantee your 
cancer won’t recur. 

Cancer recurrence 
is defined as the return of 
cancer after treatment. The 
same type of cancer may 
return in the same area of 
the body, such as breast can-
cer returning in the same 
breast. In some instances, 
the cancer may return else-
where in the body. But it is 
still referred to as a breast 
cancer recurrence, even if 
the next incidence is else-
where. The length of time 
between the first bout of can-
cer and the next can vary. 
When cancer gets worse, 
this is called a progression. 
Sometimes it can be difficult 
to discern whether a recur-
rence is truly a recurrence 
or a progression. When only 
a short amount of time has 
lapsed since the initial diag-
nosis, then chances are the 
cancer is a progression.

After cancer goes into 

remission, a doctor usually 
sets up a schedule of follow-
up appointments to check 
for cancer recurrence. A 
local recurrence, or one in 
the same spot as before, may 
be easy to treat. Many ad-
vancements have been made 
regarding the treatment of 
cancer. However, for many 

cancers, a recurrence at a 
distant site can mean the 
chance for successful treat-
ment is not very likely.

Learning of a recur-
rence can be devastating, 
especially after working so 
hard and suffering through 
so much to push cancer into 
remission. Focusing on the 
future and not growing dis-
couraged about beginning 
the battle anew are keys to 
fighting cancer again. But 
this time you will know 
what to expect and can plan 
accordingly.

Receiving news of a 
cancer recurrence can elicit 
anger, fear and fatigue. But 
a recurrence of cancer can 
be treated successfully, and 
maintaining a positive out-
look can make it easier to 
fight cancer once again.  

Patients can defeat 
cancer recurrence
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19 meeting, including Com-
missioner Polly Trotten-
berg.

“This is the signature 
issue for Mayor de Blasio’s 
administration and we are 
committed to outreach,” 
she said.

Trottenberg discussed 
Vision Zero as an attempt 
to change the mindset of 
drivers and pedestrians 
starting with workshops 
May 5 and 23 sponsored 
by the DOT and the NYPD 
with a time and place to be 
determined.

DOT Policy Director 
Jon Orcutt announced a 
new website, nyc.gov/vi-
sionzero, will be devoted to 
the Swedish plan to elimi-
nate all traffic deaths in 10 
years.

“There’s a lot more 
data-sharing that’s going to 
happen between the agen-
cies and to the public,” Or-
cutt said.

This new flow of infor-
mation and communication 
was illustrated by safety 

activist Paul Steely White, 
who had just attended a 
TrafficStat meeting at Po-
lice Headquarters.

“I hadn’t been invited 
to 1 PP in over five years. 
There’s really been a sea 
change. It was just very 
clear that the Vision Zero 
mandate from the mayor 
and Commissioner Brat-
ton has been transmitted 
to the rank-and-file cops,” 
he said.

White also urged resi-
dents to become more in-
volved in community board 
meetings and speak out.

“A properly marked 
intersection is more im-
portance than one parking 

spot. That’s the type of bat-
tle you’ll fight at the com-
munity board,” White said.

Bob Piazza, the Trans-
portation Committee chair-
man of Community Board 
1 agreed, saying, “When 
I took over the committee 
it was nice and quiet, now 
we’ve had five meetings al-
ready this month and that 
tells you how things are 
changing. With the atten-
tion this thing is getting, 
maybe we’ll start getting 
things done.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Astoria
Gardens Road, drop off 
passengers near 80th Road, 
rest for up to 10 minutes be-
tween shifts and head up  to 
Queens Boulevard, where 
new riders would board the 
bus. The Q10 would then 
travel along 82nd en route 
to Kew Gardens Road and 
Lefferts Boulevard. Lai 
said this setup would alle-
viate congestion concerns 
raised by the community 
while also easing the com-
mute for riders, who would 
no longer have to wait for 
various Q10 buses on Kew 
Gardens Road and Queens 
Boulevard.

“Passengers would 
be waiting along the same 
thoroughfare so they could  
see which buses are coming 
and make a more knowl-
edgeable decision on the  
bus they’re going to get on,” 
he said.

CB 9 Transportation 
Committee Chairwoman 
Andrea Crawford said the 
revisions made sense, but 
requested that the MTA do 

more research and make 
tweaks after residents wor-
ried about buses traveling 
near PS 99 or overwhelm-
ing the northern stretch of 
Lefferts Boulevard.

The MTA agreed to re-
turn to CB 9, but noted that 
it intended to alter the route 
as quickly as possible.

But MTA officials said 
transitioning to articulat-
ed buses in April remained 
a necessity because Q10 
buses were overcrowded. 
Joseph Raskin, assistant 
director of MTA govern-
ment-community relations, 
said the Q10 was the third 
most popular bus line in 
the city.

Crawford said she re-
quested ridership statistics 

after noticing several near-
ly empty articulated buses, 
but never received them.

“There’s got to be a 
different solution,” she 
said. “Besides the fact 
that they’re the old, dirty, 
stinky buses that we got rid 
of ... they’re taking away 
parking spots and the mer-
chants are losing business 
because of it.”

The MTA estimated 
roughly seven parking 
spots were lost when bus 
stops were enlarged to ac-
commodate articulated 
buses.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 4 

Q10 bus

Co-hosts U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (l) and Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (r) discuss the need for the Vision Zero initiative. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Kew Gardens Road residents are 
worried about losing parking spaces 

to the buses.

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, con idence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS
K-12 

 
 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
  

EXAM PREP

SAVE $100**
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  
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Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,
New York
Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952
Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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BY ALLISON PLITT

Although Long Island 
City artist Kathy Ferguson has 
loved making art all her life, it 
wasn’t until her own children 
left for college that she was able 
to devote herself full time to her 
craft.

Growing up in the suburbs 
of San Francisco, Ferguson re-
members having fun doing arts 
and crafts in elementary school. 
It would be years, however, be-
fore she was able to take an art 
class. As a high school senior, 
she enrolled in a drawing class, 
and made a piece that impressed 

her teacher so much that it was 
submitted into a state contest. 

Ferguson won first place 
and a partial scholarship to col-
lege where she majored in civil 
engineering.

After a short time working 
in the engineering field, Fergu-
son realized she didn’t really en-
joy it. So she opted to return to 
college and enrolled in business 
school where she met her hus-
band.  Majoring in marketing, 
she graduated and went to work 
in consumer product marketing 
for a several companies in New 

York and Los Angeles. Then, af-
ter working a few years, Fergu-
son became pregnant.  

“I had my first of three chil-
dren and it was at that point, I 
went back and started taking art 
classes,” she said.  

When her oldest daugh-
ter was 7, she and her husband 
headed to the Rockies to raise 
their children. 

”When we moved to Colora-
do, I took a few art classes, but at 
that point, I was a little bit more 
self-taught and started doing a 

Long Island City’s Kathy Ferguson 
paints to please herself fi rst, 

knowing an audience will come later

Sudoku 42 
Arts & Entertainment 44 

Crossword Puzzle 44 
Guide to Dining 48 

Continued on Page 46

To thy own

ARTISTIC SELF
be true

Long Island City artist Kathy 
Ferguson titled this painting “Circle 
Invasion.” Ferugson works in her LIC 
studio. Photos by Kathy Ferguson 

and Allison Plitt
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #85 Hard #85

W
eek 41

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

BY MERLE EXIT

After the roar of rap, rock, 
blues and jazz quieted down, An-
nika Scilipote remained and was 
dubbed the best in Queens at the 
annual Battle of the Boroughs 
earlier this month. 

Scilipote, 16, a high school 
student from Breezy Point, will 
now represent all of Queens in 
the competition’s finals in June. 

“I am beyond thrilled to have 
won!” Scilipote said. “I was up 
against some amazing musicians, 
all of whom could have easily 
won.”  

About a dozen acts covering 
nearly every genre of music per-
formed in the Queens bracket of 
the fifth annual contest, which 
promotes up-and-coming musical 
acts in New York City. 

At the March 7 show, held 
at The Jerome L. Greene Perfor-
mance Space in SoHo, each of 
the acts was given five minutes 
to wow the three judges. But just 
like that other talent search show, 
people could vote for their favor-
ite performer during an online 

balloting process. 
The 12 acts were whittled 

down to the top five vote getters, 
and Scilipote earned the No. 1 
spot. 

“I think the support from 
my friends, fans, and family is 
really what helped me to win. My 

mom was unbelievable in getting 
people to vote for me,” Scilipote 
said.  “Also, I had a lot of support 
at school and just in my local com-
munity in general. I also have a 
lot of fans over in Italy who voted 
for me and spread the word.”

The international contingent 

of voters was a result of one well-
known fan in Italy. 

“There is a popular Italian 
singer named Manu, who found 
my Youtube channel and has 
been supporting me,” Scilipote. 
“We did a duet together. It’s his 
arrangement of my original song. 

I just sent him a vocal track and 
he did the rest. Neither one of us 
did any traveling and my fans 
there have been so supportive, 
I’m sure they would vote again 
for the finale.”

But Scilipote (www.annika-
music.com) also has plenty of fans 
on this side of the Atlantic. 

Since 2009, she and her sis-
ter along with two other friends, 
have performed as the indie-rock 
group Still Saffire. The quartet 
has played at Lincoln Center, The 
Knitting Factory and the Great 
South Bay Music Festival, just to 
name a few. 

Scilipote’s music incorpo-
rates the sound of the classic fe-
male singer/songwriters, such 
as Joni Mitchell and Carly Si-
mon, with a twinge of indie rock 
spark.

An avid song writer, Scili-
pote has penned dozens of songs 
and is currently part of the Real 
Women Real Songs project, where 
22 female songwriters have com-
mitted to compose a song a week, 
which they post to the Internet, 

Breezy Point musician named best in Queens

Breezy Point singer/songwriter Annika Scilipote won first place in this month’s Battle of the Boroughs music contest. 
Photo courtesy Matthew Septimus

Continued on Page 44
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Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway
Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

$7.50 LUNCH MENU!
Tuesday–Friday 12pm–5:30pm 

SOUP AND SIDE HOUSE SALAD

ENTRÉE SALADS:

PASTA

FLATBREAD SANDWICH & SIDE HOUSE SALAD

SMALL PIZZA & SODA

WE DELIVER 
TUESDAY–SATURDAY 

5PM–9:30PM

SUNDAY
5PM–8:30PM

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

In fiction the individual who 
points out society’s hypocrisy and 
questions the status quo rarely 
earns a happy ending. 

For every member of a dead 
poet’s society, who stands atop 
a desk shouting, “Oh, captain. 
My captain,” to an unorthodox 
teacher, there are twice as many 
Holden Caulfields who finish 
their tale in the looney bin. 

And yet characters continue 
to rock the boat in hopes of being 
a rebel with a cause. 

Add into this mix the real-life 
17th-century Jewish philosopher 
Uriel Acosta, who questioned the 
teachings of rabbinical law only 
to be excommunicated, publicly 
whipped and left to die at his own 
hands.

Now, Target Margin The-
ater’s artistic director David 
Herskovits has created a new 
version of this story, which was a 
centerpiece of the 19th- and 20th-
century Yiddish theater canon, 

with a rousing production of 
“Uriel Acosta: I Want That Man!” 
at the Chocolate Factory Theater 
through April 5. 

Even if you have no idea who 
Uriel Acosta was, you will find 
something to love about this ex-
perimental theater piece. 

Dressed in blue leotards and 
sporting black super hero capes, 
the four-member cast — Don 
Castro, James Tigger! Ferguson, 
Mary Rasmussen and J.H. Smith 
III — play multiple roles simply 
by throwing on a fake beard or 
metallic colored wig and altering 
their voice and mannerisms ever 
so slightly. 

Each of the cast members de-
livers a complement of fully real-
ized characters — ranging from 
Acosta to activist Larry Kramer 
to comedian Lenny Bruce, who 
each questioned authority and 
collected enemies like Meryl 
Streep gathers acting accolades. 

But Ferguson, who portrays 
Acosta for most of the production, 
and Rasmussen, who spends a lot 

of time as his love interest Judy, 
make the most of their parts, 
which allows them to play intense 
drama tempered with bursts of 
schtik. 

“Surely, you don’t believe 
that,” Ferguson says at one point. 

“I do,” replies Rasmussen. 
“And, don’t call me Shirley.”

Visually the play offers doz-
ens of eye-catching treats rang-
ing from images projected onto 
streams of fog pouring from a dry 
ice machine to scholarly books 

Theater of the absurd mixes with historical drama
‘Uriel Acosta: I Want That Man!’ tackles big questions in profoundly deep and humorous ways in LIC

IF YOU GO
“Uriel Acosta: I Want That 
Man!”

When: Through Saturday, April 5
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

Continued on Page 46

Mary Rasmussen (l. to r.), Don Castro and J.H. Smith III, with James Tigger! 
Ferguson (rear) rehearse a scene from “Uriel Acosta: I Want That Man!” 

Photo courtesy Erik Carter
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

Across
1. Secret store
6. Amusing old guy
10. Like taking candy from a baby?
14. Best way to leave Vegas?
15. Kuwaiti, e.g.
16. A Grimm beginning?
17. C.E.O. protector?
20. Pupil's spot
21. One kind of order
22. Laughed loudly
23. Begin
25. Prevaricated
26. Taxi door info
28. Insect-repelling compound
32. Type of bay?
34. "Attention please..."
35. Bud holder?
38. Gem of a financier
42. Maglie of baseball
43. "Bye now"
44. Chaplin and others
45. Ancient writing material
48. Wound healer?
49. "The ___ thickens"
51. Agents making busts
53. Conversation
55. A shade of beige
56. Leaves in hot water
59. Like Dorothy's traveling shoes
62. Workers' purchase 
arrangement, for short
63. Kitten's pick-up spot?
64. Makes bread?
65. Board members: Abbr.
66. "Roget's" info: Abbr.
67. German coal city

Down
1. Animal house?
2. Bridge call?
3. Heavenly

TRIFECTACROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
March 28-April 3, 2014

By Ed Canty

TRIFECTA

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

D E M O P R E S C U R E D
I T E M A B L E A G O R A
T H R E E M I L E I S L A N D
T A I G A A S T A I R E S
O N T A R I O A A S

C R A W L D O S E
I C E S H E E T B E L I E
T H R E E D O L L A R B I L L
C O R E Y A E R O S O L S
H O S P P A S S E

F A T T A R M A C S
S T A T I S T S E A T O N
T H R E E S E C O N D R U L E
E A T E R S A N E I N O R
M I S S Y T R E E S E N D

4. Taken in
5. Swell subject?
6. Per ___
7. Grueling exam
8. Boat propeller?
9. Apparatus for pullups?
10. Angora
11. Accustom (to)
12. Appeared on stage
13. Financial aid factor
18. A crack investigator?
19. Capital of Sri Lanka
24. Rain cats and dogs
26. Casting requirements?
27. Pavarotti specialty
29. "Hot Lips" Houlihan's rank
30. Beta preceder?
31. Border line?
33. 'You are here' arrow, e.g.
35. Kitchen containers

36. Bachelor No. 1?
37. Wall St. workplace
39. Barely beat
40. Calendar square
41. Campus military org.
45. Sea anemones, e.g.
46. Sam and Tom, relatively?
47. Apology from Indian seamstress?
49. First of 12 popes with a 
religious-sounding name
50. Motherly business?
52. Indian coin
53. Great Scott?
54. D.D.E. and others
55. Inits. for an armchair 
quarterback?
57. Another graceful seabird
58. Org.
60. Calendar square
61. Faux finish?

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm
Penne Melinzano 

(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed 

in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli 

& fresh mozzarella in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed 

w/ mushrooms, peas & asparagus 
in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers 

in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, 

peas & prosciutto 
in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter 

& lemon sauce)
No Substitutions or Takeouts

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

EVENTS

World’s Fair anniversaries — 
This year marks the 50th and 75th 
anniversaries of the 1964 and 
1939 World’s Fair held at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. The 
Greater Astoria Historical Society 
kicks things off with the screening 
of “Peace Through Understanding 
— The 1964 World’s Fair.”
When: Saturday, March 29, at 1:30 pm
Where: Greater Astoria 
Historical Society, 35-20 
Broadway, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 278-0700
Website: www.astorialic.org

MUSIC

Ron Carter Quartet — Grammy 
winner Ron Carter is among 
the most original, prolifi c and 
infl uential bassists in jazz. 
When: Friday, March 28, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $40, $32/members, $20/
students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Art Faculty — With current 
issues as the common thread, 
this show includes works by 
Queens College studio art 
professors.
When: Through March 29, 
Saturday 11 am to 5 pm
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: www.qcpages.qc.edu/
godwin_ternbach

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the 
Bread and Puppet Theater, has 
been chosen for the Queens 

Museum fi rst solo exhibition. 
The show consists of two large-
scale immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

2013 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Socrates Sculpture Park presents 
15 new commissions that respond 
to the park’s unique waterfront, 
urban environment with 
conceptual and formal artworks 
that are visually compelling, 
mysterious and provocative. 
When:  Through March 31
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Do you want the cosmetic 
version or do you want 
the real deal? Los Angeles 
Poverty Department, 1985-
2014 — LAPD, founded in 1985 
on L.A.’s Skid Row, includes 
homeless or former homeless 
people in performance art 

Continued on Page 47

for an entire year. 
The runners-up from 

Queens include Astoria’s 
Tati Ana (www.ilovetati-
ana.com), who describes 
her music as “electronic, 
rock and indie.” She per-
formed “Four Walls” with 
her bass player and drum-
mer. 

Nick Moran (heynick-
mora n.ba ndpage.com) 
also of Astoria, plays a mix 
of what he calls “funky, 
bluesy, old soul rock ’n’ 
roll.” His band rocked the 

crowd with the original 
song “Out of My Control.”

Elmhurst-based rock 
band Born of Scars (bor-
nofscars.com) also placed 
in the top five. 

“It was a great feeling 
going to the Greene Space 
and singing,” Victoria, the 
band’s singularly named 
lead singer, said. “The 
judges were pleased to 
hear that rock ’n’ roll mu-
sic is still alive.”

Rounding out the 
Queens finalist was South 
Richmond Hill resident 
Jessica Rowboat (www.jes-
sicarowboat.bandcamp.
com). 

She sang her compo-
sition “Mirrors.”

“It’s just great that 
all of these musicians are 
so wonderful to listen to,” 
Rowboat said.

Queens musicians 
made up the first round 
of the competition, which 
continues monthly with 
showdowns of bands from 
the other four boroughs. 

The winners from 
each of those contests 
will face Scilipote for the 
crown June 27.

“I’m so honored to be 
repping Queens in the fi-
nal battle,” Scilipote said. 
“I can’t wait!”

Boroughs
Continued from Page 42
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SHOPPING 
EXPO

LOVE BRUNCH?
Join us for a ladies brunch on April 5 at 

Marbella Restaurant at 11:30 am
$40 pp Tickets: www.shop.lovebeingalady.com

Saturday, April 5, 2014
1:30 – 4:30 pm

BEST WESTERN–BAYSIDE INN
220-33 Northern Blvd, Bayside

 

 

FREE Entry Swag Bags to first 50 ladies

www.lovebeingalady.com

PRODUCTIONS

“An Evening with Groucho” 
— Actor Frank Ferrante 
transforms into a young 
Groucho Marx and shares 
anecdotes, one-liners and 
songs, including “Hooray For 
Captain Spalding” and “Lydia, 
the Tattooed Lady.”
When: Saturday, March 29, at 2 
pm and 8 pm; Sunday, March 30 
at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $42-$49/premium 
seating, $25/rear seating
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

“How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying” — The 
1960s Pulitzer prize-winning 
musical traces window washer 
J. Pierrepont Finch’s rise to the 
top of the World Wide Wicket Co.
When: Through March 30
Where: The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden, 

Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Uriel Acosta: I Want That 
Man!” — This Target Margin 
Theater production is a new 
adaptation of one of the central 
plays of Yiddish history. In 
17th-century Amsterdam, Uriel 
Acosta is excommunicated after 
questioning the status quo.
When: Through April 5
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

“The Gemini Killer” — Theatre 
Time Productions presents a 
new mystery thriller written by 
a local author. 
When: March 29 to April 6. 
Friday and Saturday at 8pm and 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 

Bayside, 54-02 217th St., 
Bayside
Cost: $16/adults, $14/seniors 
and children
Contact: (347) 358-8102

“The Boy Friend” — Sandy 
Wilson’s spoof of madcap 
1920s boy-meets-girl musicals 
is staged by The Gingerbread 
Players.
When: March 29 to April 6, 
Friday at 7:30 pm, Saturday 
at 2:30 pm and 7:30 pm and 
Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/suggested donation
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

“King Lear” — Titan Theatre 
Co. presents Shakespeare’s epic 
drama about an aging king and 
his three daughters. 
When: April 25 to May 11
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (347) 738-5602
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“Allegro” — This Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical from 1947 
follows Joseph Taylor Jr., son 
of a small-town doctor, on his 

Continued on Page 47
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few exhibits here and there 
of my work,” she said.

Nowadays Ferguson 
is completing her master’s 
in fine arts in painting and 
drawing online from the 
Academy of Art University 
in San Francisco.  

“After going through 
my MFA and pretty much 
doing every kind of me-
dium that you could think 
of, I decided, I liked to do it 
all,” she said.  “So now I’m 
working in mixed media. 
I’m doing a lot of layering 
of mostly acrylic paints, 
collage paper and ink.”

Ferguson said her 
works tend to focus on liv-
ing creatures and plants, 
but sometimes she’ll throw 
in an anthropomorphized 
image, which means attrib-
uting human emotions to 
inanimate objects.

“It’s like taking this 
chair and treating it like 
it’s actually alive and it’s 
going across the room,” she 
said. “I do have a fanciful 
imagination.”

She gives an example 
of that in a piece titled “Cir-
cle Invasion.”

“I painted this paint-
ing and it was this benign 
sea of kelp creatures living 
happily in harmony, but an 
insidious horde of circles 
comes in, sends out scouts, 
takes over and before you 
know it, the kelp creatures 
have been overrun in their 
own community,” she said. 
“So like I said, you may not 
see that when you look at it, 
but in my head, there are all 
sorts of things going on.”

In another piece titled 
“Harbor Town,” Ferguson 
creates an aerial view of 
the Boston Harbor.  

She spent three years 
in Massachusetts after 
leaving Colorado, so New 
England nautical images 
frequently appear in her 
art. 

“I do a lot of things 
with water,” she said. “I 
think it’s maybe the colors 
or it’s a little mysterious.”  

New York has been an 
ideal place for Ferguson 

to exhibit her artwork and 
meet other artists.  

She has recently been 
invited to participate in 

several different shows in 
Manhattan, Brooklyn and 

Portland, Ore.  This spring, 
from April 5 until May 10, 
she will be displaying her 
artwork at New York Insti-
tute of Technology in Long 
Island in a group exhibit ti-
tled, “The Visual Language 
of Contemporary Art.”

“I think the biggest 
thing is be true to yourself. 
It’s hard to do, especially 
initially if you’re not get-
ting much recognition 
or you’re not making the 
sales,” Ferguson said. “I 
saw one woman.  I think 
she was 90 and she just 
got recognized.  She’s been 
painting her whole life and 
they were saying her art 
was never in vogue and 
now it’s like the hottest 
thing ever.  I was thinking, 
‘Your art was always good.’  
Sometimes the public is not 
in that place with you, but 
as long as you stay true to 
yourself, you’re enjoying it 
while you’re doing it.”

For more information 
about Kathy Ferguson and 
her artwork, you can visit 
her website at www.kathy-
fergusonart.com.

falling from the sky to an 
English translation of an 
actor’s Yiddish monologue 
rolling up his blue leotard 
like a new type of tele-
prompter. 

Then there are Kath-
leen Kennedy Tobin’s three 
toy theaters, each the size 
of a flat screen computer 
monitor and populated by 
pint-sized paper charac-
ters she maneuvers with 
strings. Each time a toy 
theater becomes the focal 
point of the action, a small 
web camera broadcasts the 
proceedings on an over-
sized piece of white poster 
board. 

The role of Acosta was 
the Yiddish theater’s ver-
sion of “Hamlet,” Hersko-
vits said. Each company 
tried to outdo its rivals 
with bigger spectacles and 
outsized performances. 

These delicate and 
quite beautiful toy the-
aters allow Herskovits to 
bring that element into 
his story through a more 
unusual way then simply 

having his four actors toss 
on another wig and devel-
op a different accent. 

Herskovitz also adds 
a touch of meta-fiction 
into his piece by having 
actors call each other by 
their real names at vari-

ous points and allowing 
them to discuss the story 
of Acosta as they perform 
it before the audience. 

And Acosta’s story 
has a lot to say about 
blind faith, making your 
own way in the world and 

sticking to your principles 
despite what others may 
think. 

As Rasmussen says at 
one point, “If I’m not sup-
pose to think these things, 
why does God let me?”

ARTISTIC SELF
Continued from Page 41

Uriel
Continued from Page 43

James Tigger! Ferguson (l. to r.), J.H. Smith III, Nic Adams, Mary Rasmussen and Don Castro appear 
in a scene from “Uriel Acosta: I Want That Man!” at the Chocolate Factory Theater in Long Island 
City. Photo courtesy Erik Carter

Kathy Ferguson created this painting “Harbor Town” while living in the Boston area. 
Photo courtesy Kathy Ferguson

PROM NIGHT FUN

Residents of Flushing House re-
tirement community recently 
held their second annual Senior 
Prom. Pictured are this year’s 
king and queen of the prom, 
Eric Hanson and Julia Donovan 
(at l.), along with last year’s 
royal couple, Tony Delauro and 
Miriam Brecher (above). 

Photos courtesy Marlo Molano
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journey to adulthood. 
When: May 1 to May 17, 
Thursday and Friday at 8 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 30-
44 Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/seniors 
and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Night Must Fall” — 
Douglaston Community 
Theatre Group presents the 
psychological thriller by Emlyn 
Williams, which tells the story 
of a bitter old woman, her niece 
and a handsome stranger. 
When: May 2 to May 17
Where: Zion Episcopal Church 
Hall on Hall Street, Douglaston
Website: www.
spotlightonstage.com/dct.htm

“Peter Pan” — Travel with 
the “Boy Who Wouldn’t Grow 
Up” to Neverland in the 
musical version of James M. 
Barrie’s play presented by The 
Andrean Players. 
When: May 9 to May 17, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, and 

Sunday, May 18, at 4 pm
Where: St. Andrew Avelino 
Church, Northern Boulevard 
and 157th Street, Flushing

Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com

Theater
Continued from Page 45

pieces. 
When: Through May 11
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

SculptureCenter — Four 
simultaneous presentations 
by artists Rossella Biscotti, 
David Douard, Radamés “Juni” 
Figueroa and Jumana Manna. 
Each exhibit represents the fi rst 
solo project for each artist. 
When: Through May 12
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/suggested donation, 
$3/students
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: www.sculpture-
center.org

Noguchi’s Early Drawings: 
1927-1932 — An exhibition of 
the artist’s nudes made during 
the period he was developing 
his singular style. 
When: Through May 25, 
Wednesday to Friday 10 am to 5 
pm, Saturday and Sunday 11 am 
to 6 pm
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

MoMA PS1 — The Long Island 
City branch of New York’s 
premiere modern art institution 
offers rotating exhibitions 
and long-term installations. 
Currently on view: Korakrit 
Arunanondchai’s video 
installation “2012-2555”; Maria 
Lassnig’s self-portraits based 
on how her body feels from the 
inside.
When: Through May 25
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students and 
seniors, Free/children under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Year of Brazil: Art of South 
America — The Godwin-
Ternbach Museum highlights 
South American artworks from 
its permanent collection. 
When: Through August
Where: The Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College 
Klapper Hall, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/

godwin_ternbach

FILM

Harold Ramis Triple Feature 
— A tribute to the recently 
passed screenwriter and 
director includes screenings 
of “National Lampoon’s Animal 
House,” “Groundhog Day” and 
“The Ice Harvest.”
When: Sunday, March 30
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with admission, 
$12/adults, $9/students and 
seniors, $6/children
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

See it Big! Comedies — March 
is a laugh at the Museum of 
the Moving Images fi lm series. 
Screenings include “Some 
Like it Hot,” “Annie Hall” and 
“Modern Times.”
When: Through March 29
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with admission, 
$12/adults, $9/students and 
seniors, $6/children
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Classic Movie Mondays — 
Every Monday afternoon, 
the Queens Library screens 
a classic fi lm. This month’s 
schedule includes “Rebel 
Without a Cause” on March 31. 
When: Mondays at 3 pm
Where: Sunnyside Library, 43-
06 Greenpoint Ave.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 784-3033
Website: www.queenslibrary.
org

DANCE

Beginner Latin Dance Classes 
— Paul Ru Bao of Farrington 
Ballroom Dance School leads 
a series of fi ve classes — Cha 
Cha, Samba, Tango, Salsa and 
Merengue — for all ages and 
experience levels.
When: Weekly classes begin 
March 6
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $10/single class with pre-
registration, $15/single class 
drop-in rate, $45/all fi ve classes
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Arts
Continued from Page 44

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

LAST CHANCE TO SUCCEED

John Panepinto (l.) as J. Pierpont Finch proposes 
to Rosemary, played by Katherine Robinson, in the 
Rockaway Theatre’s production of “How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying.” The show concludes 
its run Sunday. For more information, contact (718) 374-
6400. Photo courtesy Rockaway Theatre Co.

A WEE CELEBRATION

Members of Whitestone’s Fitzpatrick Academy of Irish 
Dance troupe take a break during their recent pre-St. 
Patrick’s Day celebration at Bourbon Street in Bayside. 

Photo courtesy Laura Altimari
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

OFF THE HOOK

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521
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In the century follow-
ing Prohibition, Long Island 
City went without a single 
brewery. 

Now Transmitter Brew-
ing LLC is poised to become 
the third to open in the last 
two years. 

“We’re just waiting 
on the paperwork from the 
State Liquor Authority, a 
license to operate, and then 
we’ll set a hard date, but it’s 
probably about two weeks 
away,” co-owner Anthony 
Accardi said.

Accardi and his part-
ner, Rob Kolb, two 40-some-
thing family men from 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn, have 
been home-brew hobby-
ists for more than 20 years. 
When their new nanobrew-
ery begins production at 53-
02 11th St., they’ll turn out 
French and Belgian country 
ales that will set it apart 
from the other LIC suds 
makers.

“We’re unique because 
we use wild yeast. It takes 
longer to ferment, but it’s 
worth it because it goes so 
well with food,” Accardi 

said. “Transmitter has al-
ready drawn the interest 
of several fine restaurants, 
we’ve good feedback where 
we think our only problem 
is whether we can make 
enough beer.”

When it’s up and run-
ning, Transmitter will pro-
duce around 10 barrels a 
week from its space under 

the Pulaski Bridge. 
“Long Island City is 

hopping now with great res-
taurants, it feels like a great 
community and we’re happy 
to be a part of it,” Accardi 
said. 

The partners looked all 
over Brooklyn for the proper 
space for a brewery. 

“The industrial loca-

tions we looked at with 
the proper power and wa-
ter were all too big so we 
found one in LIC,” Accardi 
said. “My wife was walking 
across the Pulaski Bridge 
when she noticed a for rent 
sign. It’s perfect, I can make 
dinner for the family and 
take the four-minute walk 
across the bridge and work 

for an hour or two tending to 
things during production,” 
Accardi said.

Transmitter Brewing 
will produce bottles and 
kegs wholesale for restau-
rants and bottles and refill-
able growlers will be sold 
retail out of the brewery. 

“We won’t have a tast-
ing room like they do at 
Rockaway and Big Alice, but 
we can supply samples on 
site legally,” Accardi said.

He added that the flavor 
will change constantly with 
subtle differences to make it 
exciting for the consumer. 

“We thought we were 
making some interesting 
beers and we liked it so we 
decided to give it a shot,” 
Accardi said. “The bane of 
starting so small is you can’t 
make enough fast enough. 
You want to make sure you 
keep people happy and inter-
ested with the product.”

Transmitter set to become LIC’s third microbrewery
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• Add six new Long Is-
land Rail Road rush hour 
trains every weekday. ($2.2 
million)

• Add 10 new LIRR 
trains every weekend day. 
($400,000)

• Add cars to Metro-
North Railroad trains to 
reduce crowding on the 
Harlem, Hudson and New 

Haven lines. ($2.7 million)
• Add two daily Metro-

North trains each on the 
Harlem, Hudson and New 
Haven lines. ($1.9 million)

As for fares, advocates 
pointed out that the funds 
could instead be used to re-
duce MTA plans to increase 
fares in 2015 and 2017.

State Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) said, “The pro-
posal to deprive the transit 
system of $40 million is a 
nonstarter. This intended 
raid would only necessitate 

further and more dramatic 
fare raises.”

The lawmakers passed 
anti-raid legislation, but 
the governor vetoed it, say-
ing it would go toward pay-
ing debts.

The Legislature’s final 
budget is under negotiation 
this week and is due at the 
end of March.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

notice of the decision “as 
soon as possible.”

The PA, which is plan-
ning to begin construction 
next month and wrap up 
near the end of 2015, pub-
lished a notice in a Queens 
weekly newspaper   last 
week of the FAA’s decision 
and a link to the website 
where it will be available 
until mid-May.

Barbara Brown, chair-
woman of the environmen-
tal-steward group Eastern 
Queens Alliance, has been 
skeptical of the proposal 
since its inception. In an 
area that has long been 
beleaguered by low-flying 
planes, she said, even a 
slight increase in airport 
noise has to be taken in 
context.

“They say their model 
shows it’s not a significant 
impact, but in a community 
already overburdened by 
noise, to say a little bit more 
is not going to impact you 
doesn’t make any sense,” 
she said. “We are not happy 
with the decision. We have 
60 days from March 14 to 
file an appeal and we’re re-

ally going to be moving in 
that direction.”

It has been a turbulent 
take-off for the runway re-
habilitation project ever 
since the Port Authority 
made public notice in May 
2012 of its environmental 
evaluation of the plan.

 The 30-day public com-
ment period on the study, 
which said that moving 
planes closer to residential 
neighborhoods in southeast 
Queens would result in an 
imperceptible increase in 
noise, closed without dis-

cussion, and after environ-
mental activists and civic 
leaders accused the Port 
Authority of trying to qui-
etly slip the study through, 
the agency agreed to re-
open the comment period 
in October.

 As the agency evalu-
ated the public input and 
waited to submit its revised 
draft to the FAA, the city 
Parks Department went 
ahead in the fall of 2013 and 
tagged some 800 trees in 
Idlewild Park that would 
have to be either trimmed 
or removed and replaced 
if the extension were ap-
proved.

This, once again, drew 
ire from the airport’s neigh-
bors. When the PA came 
back with its revised draft 
last fall, it had scrapped 
parts of the plan that would 
have brought aircraft in 
lower over the park and 
residential neighborhoods.

In its notice to the 
agency last month, the 
FAA said approval of the 
construction project is con-
tingent on those mitigating 
measures.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1 
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work at computer stations 
and classrooms, finding 
effective alternatives to in-
carceration.

Fortune Society Presi-
dent and CEO JoAnne 
Page, in her 25th year, used 
her staff as an example that 
change is possible. Half of 
the 200 agency employees 
were incarcerated prison-
ers, many of them recidi-
vists.

“We’re doing life and 
death work here. When 
this space was dingy, it was 
unwelcoming. Now it says 
you matter and we are here 
to help you become all you 
can be,” Page said. “When 
you’ve been a menace to 
society, it’s a big step to 
change your ways.”

Staff member Donald 
Gray, a former inmate in 

the state penitentiary sys-
tem, said, “When I first got 
here, I thought I was back 
in a cell it was so drab. 
Now it’s brighter and more 
comfortable. You want to 
be here to do the work you 
need to change.”

Velma Donovan is an-
other reformed inmate who 
now serves as the agency’s 
reception manager.

“The renovation 
makes a real difference.  
The clients feel we’ve made 
an investment in them,” 
she said.

A majority of the cli-
ents at the Fortune Society 
are released former pris-
oners from Rikers Island, 
where the agency operates 
an outreach program.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), a frequent visitor 
to Rikers, said, “The condi-
tions are deplorable.  Some 
of the cells have no win-
dows and the cells are full 

of filth and graffiti.  A man 
died there just last week.”

The inmate, Jason 
Echevarria, swallowed 
a ball of soap containing 
ammonium chloride and 
later died after his cries for 
help were ignored, the FBI 
said. An 18-year veteran 
of the city Correction De-
partment, Terrance Pend-
ergrass of Howard Beach, 
was charged with one count 
of deprivation of rights, ac-
cording to the Manhattan 
U.S. attorney’s office.

“Its a hard place where 
substance abuse and men-
tal health issues are not 
dealt with,” Dromm said. 
“Fortune offers second, 
third and fourth chances 
to stay out of there. They 
deal with the mental health 
issues and that’s a service 
that’s vitally important to 
everyone in the communi-
ty, not just the convicts. We 
can use 10 more Fortune 
Societies.”

Continued from Page 5 
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may present its own diffi-
culties with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo proposing to cut $40 
million from the transit au-
thority’s budget.

“That is something we 
need to be fighting for,” she 
said. “That is not OK.”

City Councilman I. 

Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans), Henry’s predecessor 
at the Queens bus driver’s 
union before beginning his 
first term this year, said 
communities in eastern 
Queens that have been “de-
prived mobility based on 
their location” deserve to 
have MTA funds lockboxed 
so they do not fall prey to 
the whims of Albany.

And as the union waits 
to see what next year’s bud-

get will look like, Henry 
said he would work toward 
improving other bus ser-
vice in the borough.

When asked which 
routes are priorities he 
said, “Pick a line. Every 
line needs enhancements.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 2 

Bus service

cross Queens Boulevard to 
get to work each day,” he 
said.

The prosecutor’s of-
fice said a case study would 
have to be conducted in or-
der to determine the cost of 
renovating the detention 
center.

The district attorney 

also asked that the city re-
store funding that was cut 
in the aftermath of Sept. 
11.

“We’re still about $10 
million behind where we 
were in fiscal 2002,” he 
said. “That’s the equivalent 
of about 30 new assistant 
district attorneys.”

In the years follow-
ing the terrorist attacks, 
Brown’s office lost $11.7 mil-
lion — or about a quarter 
of its budget. The city has 

been making restorations 
and Brown said he got back 
on solid financial ground 
about four years ago, but 
there was still a way to go 
in order to get his office 
back up to full strength.

“They provided us 
for the first time in many 
years with some degree of 
fiscal certainty,” he said. 
“It’s important to note, 
however, that we still have 
a long road ahead of us to 
rebuild.”

Continued from Page 5 
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Lockbox

Residents near JFK Airport are 
planning to appeal the FAA’s 
decision to approve a runway 
extension. AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

our children, somehow we 
too easily pull apart,” he 
said. “It becomes routine. It 
becomes even unknowing. 

We disconnect. We don’t 
communicate the way we 
could.”

“What can unify us is 
that sense of urgency that 
we can’t accept the status 
quo. The answer is not to 
save a few of our children 

only,” the mayor continued. 
“The answer is not to pro-
vide an escape route that 
some can follow and others 
can’t. The answer is to fix 
the entire system.”

Medical profession-
als say the drug should be 
administered when people 
display symptoms of an 
opiate overdose, which in-
clude unconsciousness, in-
adequate breathing or no 
breathing and constricted 
“pinpoint” pupils.

Although the drug 
was patented decades ago, 

Graves said it has tradi-
tionally only been used by 
paramedics. Last year the 
state began introducing 
naloxone to EMT teams 
within the city, which 
number much greater than 
paramedics.

He believed Ridge-
wood’s corps was one of a 
few volunteer units that 
had naloxone, but that 
many volunteer ambulance 
corps, like the Fire Depart-
ment’s units and private 
ambulance crews, did not 

have the drug.
Graves said Ridge-

wood’s corps quickly pur-
chased Narcan, a brand of 
naloxone that costs $25 to 
$35 per kit, and sent mem-
bers to training adminis-
tered by the state Depart-
ment of Health.

He estimated the 
Ridgewood Volunteer Am-
bulance Corps responded 
to about 40 opiate overdoses 
annually.

“It’s been pretty 
steady,” he said.

Narcan
Continued from Page 26 

Charters
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ALBANY — Andre 

Walker spent most of the 
season letting Christ the 
King stars Rawle Alkins, 
Adonis Delarosa and Travis 
Atson lead the team to vic-
tories. But the senior point 
guard knew he couldn’t 
stay in the background any 
longer with all three com-
ing up short in the Royals’ 
biggest game of the season.

“I have teammates 
that click most of the time,” 
Walker said. “But I saw 
them struggling, so I had to 
do something.”

What he did was score 
13 of his game-high 25 
points in the third quarter 
to help lead the Royals to 
a come-from-behind 58-52 
victory over Long Island 

Lutheran in the state Fed-
eration Class AA boys’ bas-
ketball final at the Times 
Union Center in Albany 
Saturday night.

It was Christ the King’s 
second-straight crown, 
third in the last five years 
and fourth in the school’s 
history. The Royals, who 
rallied from a 14-point sec-
ond quarter deficit, beat 
LuHi in last year’s title 
game and also came back 
from being down 17 points 
to win against the Crusad-
ers in the final of the Stop-
DWI Holiday Classic Dec. 
30.

“I told you last game, 
you don’t want to go out 
with a loss,” said Walker, 
who earned MVP honors. 
“I can tell this five years 
from now, 10 years from 

now. I have a lot of buddies 
on [Long Island Lutheran], 
so I’m going to give them 
two weeks off and then I’m 
going to brag.”

Walker, who came into 
the game without a college 
scholarship offer, wasn’t 
the only senior who stepped 
up big. Classmate Bryler 
Paige and Delarosa did the 
same.

Paige tallied 10 points 
and came up with a steal 
that led to CK grabbing its 
first lead at 49-48 on two 
Alkins free throws with 4:31 
left in the fourth quarter. 
Delarosa scored six points 
and grabbed 13 rebounds. 
His two-handed slam of an 
Alkins miss capped an 11-2 
Christ the King run in the 
fourth quarter and put his 
team up 55-51 with 1:45 to 

go in the game.
“All three of us stepped 

up and I think that’s why we 
got the W,” Delarosa said.

Chris Atkinson led 
LuHi with 16 points and 
Devonte Green, playing on 
an injured ankle, tallied 10 
points and eight rebounds. 
The Crusaders (22-5) got as 
close as 55-52 with 21.8 sec-
onds remaining, but Paige 
and Walker combined to 
make three of four free 
throws to seal the victory. 
The two combined to shoot 
15-for-17 from the foul line 
during the game.

The Royals (25-6) got 
off to an excruciatingly 
slow start and trailed 12-4 
after the first quarter. 
Walker then felt it was his 
time in the third quarter to 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
ALBANY — Francis 

Lewis’ youth was never 
an issue during its playoff 
run. But Patriots Coach 
Steve Tsai saw 
inexperience fi-
nally be a factor 
in the team’s 
season-ending 
loss.

“Some people say 
we’re young. If anything, 
maybe today you see a lit-
tle bit of youth,” the coach 
said. “We panicked a little 
bit.”

Francis Lewis was its 
own worst enemy, if you 
ask Chi La Bady. The Pa-
triots played hard and exe-
cuted on defense, but never 
got shots to consistently 
drop, especially at the free 
throw line.

“I thought we were in 
a flow,” Bady said of the 
team’s offense. “I thought 
we played actually re-
ally well. If we would have 
made our free throws, it 
would have been a whole 
lot different.”

Instead, the Patriots 
suffered a 53-42 loss to 
Long Island Lutheran in 
the state Federation Class 
AA girls’ basketball semi-
finals at the Times Union 
Center in Albany last Fri-
day night. Lewis shot 22.9 
percent from the field and 

17 of 31 from the free throw 
line.

The misses from the 
charity stripe kept it from 
ever building serious of-
fensive momentum in 

what was most 
of the players’ 
first trip to the 
tournament.

“It’s all 
new to us,” 

sophomore guard Sierra 
Green said. “We were just 
trying to get comfortable 
and our shots weren’t fall-
ing. It’s just one of those 
games.”

The Patriots did get 
back into the contest in 
the second half after trail-
ing 27-18 early in the third 
quarter. They pulled within 
31-29 with 1:56 to go in the 
frame. A jumper by Domin-
ique Williams, who scored 
eight points, and a top-of-
the-key trey by Green got 
Lewis to within 36-34 early 
in the fourth quarter.

With 5:46 to go in the 
game, the Patriots came 
within three with a score of 
40-37 after a Bady trey, but 
in the minutes afterward 
they weren’t able to close 
in again. Bady led Lewis 
with 11 points and Green 
had nine points and five 
rebounds. Chelsea Robin-
son added eight points and 
seven boards.

Sports

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 53
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Francis Lewis’ Robyn Francis (l.) looks to put up a shot. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Christ the King players, coaches and staff celebrate their win against Long Island Lutheran in the state Federation ‘AA’ basketball cham-
pionship. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Royals win state crown
Walker leads CK to second-straight Federation basketball title

Related column
PAGE 52

Cold-shooting Lewis  
loses to L.I. Lutheran
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ALBANY — Benjamin 

Cardozo was starting to 
believe its dreams of upset-
ting Christ the King were 
going to become reality. 
The Judges led the defend-
ing state champion Royals 
by five points in the final 
minutes of the fourth quar-
ter after a big run.

“At that point, every-
body was excited,” sopho-
more guard Rashond Sal-
nave said. “We had the 
crowd. Kids were jumping 
off the bench. When we got 
into the last timeout, coach 
was telling us to relax, it’s 
not over yet.”

Christ the King made 

sure it wasn’t.
The Judges let their 

emotions get the best of 
them. The Royals rallied 
to force an overtime before 
holding on for a 54-51 vic-
tory in the state Federation 
Class AA boys’ basketball 
semifinals at the Times 
Union Center in Albany 
Friday afternoon. Cardozo 
was unable to claim an-
other title after winning its 
first PSAL city crown since 
1999.

“I’m not going to take 
this loss like I’ve taken loss-
es over the year,” Cardozo 
Coach Ron Naclerio said. 
“This would have been a 
tremendous cherry on top 

ALBANY — This 
season may have been the 
most trying as well as the 
most rewarding for Francis 
Lewis Coach Steve Tsai.

The sixth-year head 
man led the Patriots girls’ 
basketball team to its first 
PSAL Class AA city title 
since 1979 all while help-
ing to raise a 2-year-old and 
dealing with the news that 
his unborn twin daughters 
have congenital heart de-
fects.

“It comes down to my 
wife [Roxanne] being able 
to handle a toddler and let-
ting me do all that,” Tsai 
said of coaching. “It’s been 
really difficult, but at the 
same time it’s been so en-
joyable.”

The couple found 
out in January that their 
twins, who are expected 

in May, have tetralogy of 
fallot, a combination of four 
birth defects that together 
affect the structure of the 
heart and how blood flows 
through it.

The National Institutes 
of Health estimates that the 
condition occurs in five out 
of every 10,000 babies, and 
the Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention cites a 
study that 1,660 children in 
the United States are born 
with tetralogy of fallot.

With the defect, not 
enough blood reaches the 
lungs to get oxygen, and 
then oxygen-poor blood 
flows through the body, 
according to the NIH. Te-
tralogy of fallot is repaired 
with open-heart surgery, 
and most children born 
with the condition reach 
adulthood, but need life-
long medical care from spe-
cialists to stay as healthy as 
possible, the organization 
said.

Tsai and his wife de-
cided to keep the babies 
knowing they would re-
quire corrective heart sur-

geries. One child will need 
it immediately after being 
born and the other within 
three months, according to 
Roxanne Montalvo-Tsai.

Then both will likely 
need another surgery when 
they are about 15 years 
old, but doctors expect the 
twins to have a good qual-
ity of life, she said.

“I don’t know how Steve 
was coaching throughout 
all of this,”  Montalvo-Tsai 
said.

But Tsai, a guidance 

counselor at Francis Lewis 
and a Manhattan resident, 
has managed to carve out 
time to become a better 
coach and keep his team 
prepared. His nightly rou-
tine consists of getting 
home around 8 p.m. and 
having his son Jordan fall 
asleep next to him. Tsai 
wakes up around 2 a.m. to 
work on basketball game 
plans, read hoops books 
and watch DVDs for two 
hours. He’s back at Lewis 
by 9 a.m.

“Some of these coach-
es, they have a lot of years 
under their belt and more 
experience,” Tsai said. “For 
me, I never wanted to use 
an excuse of, ‘Oh, I don’t 
have as much experience.’”

He has done every-
thing he could to catch up 
to veterans since his first 
season in 2008. He took over 
for then-suspended Coach 
Mike Eisenberg in Decem-
ber of that year. Tsai, who 
had been the Patriots’ ju-
nior varsity boys’ coach 
prior, remembered his 
girls’ varsity team getting 
blown out by squads led by 
legendary veterans like Ed 
Grezinsky, of Murry Berg-
traum, and Bob Daggett, 
of St. Peter’s, even as the 
Patriots’ roster was filled 
with scholarship players. 
He vowed to become better 
and tried to learn as much 
has he could.

Lewis Athletic Direc-
tor Arnie Rosenbaum sees 
a night and day difference 
now.

“At this level, he said 
[to himself] if you don’t put 

the time and effort in, you 
are not going to do well, 
so he started studying,” 
Rosenbaum said.

Tsai credited his wife 
and assistant Coach Frank 
Wilbeck for supporting 
him and allowing him to do 
what he loves. He said his 
fellow guidance counselors 
even picked him up on days 
they saw him dragging. His 
dedication and enthusiasm 
are not lost on his players 
either.

“It rubs off on us pret-
ty well,” junior guard Chi 
La Bady said. “I feel like if 
you don’t have a coach who 
is concentrating on getting 
the wins, making the team 
better, each individual bet-
ter, then what is your team 
really about? He is a coach 
that cares a lot about each 
one of us.”

Tsai’s efforts helped 
his young roster develop 
quicker than expected. The 
Patriots finished the sea-
son 24-4 and ended Berg-
traum’s 15-year reign over 
the PSAL. There was no 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The St. John’s Univer-

sity women’s basketball 
team couldn’t follow up its 
last-second victory over 
USC with an upset of No. 
1-seeded Tennessee in the 
NCAA tournament.

The No. 8 Red Storm 
kept up with the Lady Vols 
for 30 minutes before fall-
ing 67-51 in the second 
round Tuesday night in 
Knoxville. Aliyyah Hand-
ford scored 23 points and 
grabbed four rebounds for 
St. John’s, which was look-
ing to make the second 
Sweet 16 appearance in pro-
gram history.

St. John’s, which nev-
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Block Shots

Red Storm beaten by Tennessee 
in second NCAA tourney game

Tsai leads Lewis amid challenges at home
Patriots’ coach steers team to fi rst city title since 1979 after unborn twins diagnosed with heart defects

Steve Tsai (r.) is joined by his wife Roxanne Montalvo-Tsai and 
their son Jordan. Photo courtesy Tsai

Tennessee’s Meighan Simmons (r.) steals the ball from St. John’s 
University’s Jade Walker (c.). AP Photo/Mark Humphrey

Late lead escapes Cardozo 
to end memorable season

Cardozo’s Carl Edoua Balthazar 
heads to the basket during the 
matchup against Christ the 
King. Photo by Ken MaldonadoContinued on Page 54 Continued on Page 53

Continued on Page 53
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ALBANY — Lauren 

“Boogie” Brozoski, a Cam-
bria Heights native, already 
knew what it felt like to win 
a state Federation title, but 
this victory was different.

Long Island Lutheran’s 
63-57 win over Ossining 
in the Class AA girls’ bas-
ketball final at the Times 
Union Center Saturday was 
the culmination of a five-
year journey for her and 
the program. The Crusad-
ers won the Class B crown 
in 2011 and the champion-
ship in the ‘A’ bracket in 
2013.

But this title was even 
more historic. LuHi be-
came the first Long Island 
team and private school 
to win at the highest clas-
sification and is just the 
third team not in New York 
City to score an ‘AA’ state 
championship in the last 12 
years.

“It’s definitely the best 

because no one believed in 
us throughout the season,” 
said Brozoski, who has 
committed to Michigan. 
“We were always under 
Christ the King. We were 
always No. 2. So this proves 
a lot of people wrong.”

She scored a game-
high 18 points and added 
four assists despite getting 
into early foul trouble. Bro-

zoski also made all four of 
her free throws in the final 
25 seconds to seal the vic-
tory. With so much on the 
line, she knew she couldn’t 
miss.

“We have to win. That’s 
what was going through my 
mind,” Brozoski said with a 
smile. “Actually, my mind 
was clear. You can’t think 
about those free throws.”

It’s that calmness and 
her ability in clutch plays 
that has made her such a 
standout player since she 
first put on a Crusaders 
uniform as an eighth-grad-
er. With her at the helm, 
LuHi has made a rapid as-
cent in the girls’ basketball 
landscape.

Long Island Lutheran 
Coach Rich Slater, who 
has coached her since the 
fourth-grade, gave credit to 
Brozoski’s work ethic and 
described her as a player 
who couldn’t have been able 
to accomplish what she has 
solely with her raw talent.

Brozoski’s combina-
tion of grit and skill is a 
rare commodity in his 
mind.

“I’m blessed,” Slater 
said. “We have something 
that other teams don’t. You 
are always going to be in 
games against teams like 
that because we have a kid 
like that. She’s special.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Sierra Calhoun under-

stands she isn’t only repre-
senting herself and Christ 
the King when she steps on 
the floor for the McDonald’s 
All-American game.

The Royals girls’ bas-
ketball star is part of a 
strong New York City con-
tingent heading to the Unit-
ed Center in Chicago for 
the prestigious high school 
basketball all-star games 
that will be broadcast live 
on ESPN April 2.

Calhoun, who is head-
ed to Duke in the fall, will be 
joined by fellow girls’ game 
participant Bianca Cuevas 
of Nazareth and Abraham 
Lincoln boys’ hoops star 
Isaiah Whitehead.

“New York City is 
definitely the mecca of 
basketball,” Calhoun said. 
“I think it’s great for us 
to have three going out 
there.”

She was also named 
the New York State Gato-
rade Player of the Year. It’s 
the same honor her brother 

Omar, now at UConn, re-
ceived as a senior on the 
Christ the King boys’ team 
in 2012. The state Miss Bas-
ketball title unexpectedly 
went to Michelle Ruff, of 
Oneonta High School.

Calhoun was surprised 
by the snub but happy with 
the Gatorade nod.

“That’s a great honor,” 
she said.

Calhoun, a Duke 
signee, led Christ the 
King to a 21-4 record and a 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
title this season. She is 

eager to experience every-
thing that comes with being 
a McDonald’s All-American 
and will get to play with and 
against many of her USA 
basketball teammates. One 
of those experiences will be 
visiting sick children, who 
are being helped by Ronald 
McDonald House Chari-
ties.

“I love giving back 
to charities, meeting the 
younger kids and bringing 
some light to their day,” 
Calhoun said. “I know they 
will bring some light to my 

day.”
She takes pleasure in 

sharing this honor with 
Cuevas and Whitehead, 
whom she watched mature 
as people and players over 
the last four years. Their 
hard work is being reward-
ed.

“I’ve known all these 
kids,” Calhoun said. “I’ve 
known them since I was 
younger. So growing up 
that was everyone’s goal 
and their dream. McDon-
ald’s All-American and we 
all got it.”
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Calhoun preps for McDonald’s All American game

Christ the King’s Sierra 
Calhoun holds her McDonald’s 
All American certificate. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

of the sundae, but nobody is 
going to take away the city 
championship, which is re-
ally what they want.”

His team nearly had a 
chance to play for the state 
championship. Cardozo 
went on a torrid 12-0 run in 
the fourth quarter after a 
questionable offensive foul 
call on the Judges’ Elijah 
McNeely erased a potential 
three-point play early in 
the frame. Carl Balthazar 
scored all six of his points 
during the spurt and the 
Judges went up 48-43 on a 
McNeely layup with 2:23 
left in the game.

Turnovers gave CK, 
which had led by as much 
as 10 earlier in the game, 
the opening it needed to 
rally. Rawle Alkins hit a top 
of the key three-pointer off 
a set play with 50 seconds to 
go in regulation to knot the 
score at 48-48 and help push 
the game into overtime. 
Naclerio said it was the one 
play he hadn’t prepared for 
and it shifted momentum 
back to CK.

Dozo grabbed a 51-48 
lead briefly in the overtime 
before two Adonis Delarosa 
free throws and a jumper 
by Andre Walker with 17 

seconds left in the game put 
the Royals up for good at 
52-51. Salnave on the next 
possession drew contact on 
a jumper, but no foul was 
called.

“I thought I got hit, a 
couple of people thought I 
got hit, but we didn’t get the 
call,” the sophomore said.

Salnave led all scorers 
with 20 points, but took 22 
shots to reach that number 
for Cardozo (30-3). McNeely 
had 12 points and Fran-
cisco Williams added 11. 
Balthazar chipped in six 
points and 10 rebounds for 
the Judges. Alkins scored 
18 points and Delarosa had 
13 points and six rebounds 
for CK (24-6).

The Judges took sol-
ace in their strong show-
ing after hearing friendly 
barbs from other teams and 
some Royals players about 
how they were going to get 
blown out in the semifinal 
matchup. Cardozo went 
further than most people 
thought in a year when 
Abraham Lincoln was ex-
pected to win the city title.

“When we started the 
season, nobody thought 
we’d be this good,” Wil-
liams said. “I didn’t even 
think we’d make it here. It 
was just a blessing being 
here.”

Continued from Page 52 

Cardozo

Long Island Lutheran’s Lauren “Boogie” Brozoski (c.) receives 
high-fives from her teammates. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Queens player helps LuHi win state title

step up with the usual cata-
lysts struggling to score. He 
got to the basket at will and 
buried two three-pointers. 
He hit another trey early in 
the fourth.

“Andre Walker saved 
his best for last and prob-
ably earned himself a cou-
ple of scholarship offers 

tonight,” Royals Coach Joe 
Arbitello said.

The game was an-
other example of Christ 
the King being able to find 
a way to win a close game 
late in the contest. It did so 
against Cardinal Hayes in 
the CHSAA intersectional 
semifinal, the title game 
against Bishop Loughlin 
and again in a 54-51 win 
over Benjamin Cardozo in 
the state Federation semifi-
nal last Friday.

The Judges led by five 
points with 3:01 remaining 
in the game only to see the 
Royals scratch out a vic-
tory. LuHi also could not 
hold its lead and prevent 
Christ the King from col-
lecting the championship 
hardware.

“That’s all I wanted 
this year,” Paige said. “I 
was able to get it. It feels 
amazing.”

Continued from Page 51 

Royals

The Royals’ Andre Walker drib-
bles the ball. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

looking back for Tsai when 
the season came to a close 
with a 53-42 loss to Long Is-
land Lutheran in the state 

Federation Class AA semi-
finals Friday in Albany. He 
wants to get back and get 
further.

“Each of the girls has 
to get better,” Tsai said. “I 
have to get better.”

History shows he will.
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er led Tennessee, tied the 
score at 39-39 with 16:59 left 
in the contest thanks to two 
Handford free throws.

But the Red Storm 
wasn’t able to find an offen-
sive flow as the Lady Vols’ 
ability to get back to play 
defense quickly made it 
hard for St. John’s players 
to score in the paint. They 
shot five of 24 from the field 
and committed 13 turn-
overs after the break and 
scored just two points over 
the next nine minutes.

“We were just turning 
the ball over too much,” 
Handford said. “We were 
out of it.”

Her team went into the 
half down just 39-35, thanks 
to a last second three-point-
er by Aaliyah Lewis. St. 
John’s used a matchup zone 
defense to keep itself in the 
game until late and flus-
tered the Tennessee for-
wards. Jade Walker scored 
eight points and grabbed 
five rebounds for the Red 
Storm. Cierra Burdick led 

Tennessee (29-5) in scoring 
with 21 points and 11 re-
bounds and Meighan Sim-
mons had 17 points.

“I thought we played 
a great first half, outside 
of the first three minutes,” 
Coach Joe Tartamella said. 
“I thought we played really 
well.”

St. John’s got to the 
game by knocking off Pac-
12 champion and No. 9 seed 
USC 71-68 in the opening 
round Saturday, due to a 
Briana Brown three-point-
er with four-tenths of a sec-
ond left in the game. The 

basket was Brown’s only 
hoop of the game.

“Honestly, when I shot 
it I wasn’t really thinking 
anything,” Brown said. “I 
knew I hadn’t made a shot 
the whole game, but my 
teammates were behind 
me the whole way through 
and you’re going to get that 
shot. You’re going to make 
the next one, and it hap-
pened to be the big one.”

Junior forward Amber 
Thompson also tied her ca-
reer high with 17 rebounds 
against the Trojans to 
break the program’s single-

season record for rebounds 
with 304.

St. John’s finished the 
season 23-11 overall and 
placed second in the Big 
East during the regular 
season. The Red Storm lost 
to DePaul in the conference 
title game but still scored 
a spot in its fifth-straight 
NCAA tournament.

“I’m so proud of these 
kids right here who just 
fought their butts off to get 
to his point from where we 
started to where we are 
now,” Tartamella said. “I 
couldn’t be prouder.”
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Red Storm
“We cut down the 

lead and were right in the 
game,” Tsai said.

The Patriots (24-4) pro-
ceeded to go scoreless over 
the next 3:22 and watched 
LuHi (22-2) extend its lead to 
46-37 with two free throws 
by Cambria Heights native 
and Michigan-bound junior 
Lauren “Boogie” Brozoski, 
who scored 14 points. Katie 
Lavelle added another 14 
for the Crusaders.

Brozoski believed her 
team’s experience playing 
in the Federation tourna-
ment during the last two 
years paid off when the 
game against Francis Lew-
is got close. LuHi, which 
won the Class A crown last 
year, was able to dig deep 
and hold on.

“Experience is a big 
thing,” Brozoski said. “If 
you don’t have experience, 
you are not winning ugly 
games.”

While this game wasn’t 
Lewis’ best, the Patriots’ 
season was the greatest in 
program history.

Lewis ended Murry 
Bergtraum’s 15-year reign 
as PSAL champions and 
beat top-seeded South Shore 
for the school’s first title 
since 1979. The state semi-
final loss to LuHi leaves 
this young group hungry to 
get back to the tournament 
next year as only one Patri-
ot player — center Robinson 
— is graduating in 2014.

“It’s a great experi-
ence,” Bady said. “At least 
we made it this far. We 
can possibly come this far 
again.”

Lewis
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The Patriots’ Chelsea 
Robinson prepares to shoot 
at the free throw line. 
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