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Washington has given the 

Port Authority the go-ahead on 
a plan to rehabilitate a runway 
at JFK Airport, but those in ad-
jacent neighborhoods opposed to 
the construction said they intend 
to appeal the decision.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration told the Port Authority 
March 10 it found no significant 
environmental impact from the 
agency’s plan to widen and extend 
runway 4L/22R 728 feet closer to-
ward Idlewild Park in order to 
build federally mandated safety 
zones at either end of the tarmac.

“Given your desire to imple-
ment this project in the very near 
future,” the FAA wrote, the Port 
Authority should make a public 

Environmentalists 
pledge to appeal 
tarmac extensionBY RICH BOCKMANN

State Assemblyman William 
Scarborough (D-St. Albans) said 
he had not abused Albany’s travel 
reimbursements after federal 
agents raided his home and of-
fices Wednesday.

“They only gave me a very 
small sample of what they thought 
represented this, and based on 
that small sample I think it’s very 
refutable,” he said in Albany after 
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion executed search warrants at 
his home and offices in the capi-
tol and southeast Queens early 
Wednesday morning.

The FBI confirmed the raids 
and would only say that they were 
part of an ongoing investigation.

Scarborough, a 10-term law-
maker who serves as chairman 
of the Assembly Small Business 
Committee, said he believed 
the feds were investigating him 
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MEDICAL ADVANCEMENTS

Ridgewood Volunteer Ambulance Corps EMT-B Sarah Elbeyali of Middle Village packs a bag in the organization’s am-
bulance. She was the first EMT-B in the city to successfully administer nasal Narcan to a patient who was having a 
suspected opioid overdose, the corps said. See story on Page 26. Photo by Roy Renna/BMR Breaking News
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The mother of a Cambria 
Heights teenager who was killed 
in a drive-by shooting in South 
Jamaica last week said he never 
recovered from the fatal shooting 
of his 14-year-old cousin on a city 
bus last summer.

Khalil Bowlin, 17, was the 
fourth member of his family to 
die from gun violence.

Police said Bowlin, 17, was 
shot Sunday when a blue, two-
door car drove by the home on 
Lakewood Avenue, where he and 
a friend were hanging out, and 
a gunman in the passenger seat 
opened fire.

Bowlin was hit in the chest 
and was dead by the time he ar-
rived at Jamaica Hospital, police 
said. His friend, an 18-year-old 
man, took a bullet in the leg and 
was taken to the hospital in stable 
condition.

The teen’s mother, Barbie 
Bowlin, said her son’s uncle, fa-
ther and a second cousin have all 
been gunned down within the last 
three years, and the violence had 
a chilling effect on him.

“They killed his father, killed 
his uncle. Who does he have? No 
father figure left,” she said out-
side her Cambria Heights home 
Monday.

Bowlin said her son’s cousin 
was D’aja Robinson, the 14-year-
old girl who was murdered over 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Borough President Melinda 
Katz called on Queens Library 
President Thomas Galante to 
take a leave of absence Monday 
following more than two months 
of criticism over the nonprofit 
executive’s compensation and the 
library’s operations.

 “In order for the library to 
operate effectively and more im-
portantly, to continue to receive 
taxpayer money, I believe it is 
best for the institution that you 
take a leave of absence effective 
immediately, and continuing un-
til the various investigations and 
audits into the library’s opera-
tions are resolved,” she wrote in 
a letter dated March 31.

The library receives the ma-
jority of its funding from the city 
budget and allocations made by 
elected officials, and Katz said 
she was concerned that as the city 
works through its budget process, 
she was afraid the library would 
get short changed due to the con-
troversy.

“Elected officials must have 
faith in the integrity of the insti-
tution and its leadership in or-
der for the library to continue to 
receive city money,” she wrote. 
“Given the current state of uncer-
tainty and turmoil, I don’t believe 
you will be able to successfully 
lead the institution through this 
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Investigators collect evidence at the scene of the shooting that took the life of 17-year-old Khalil Bowlin (inset). 
Photo by Ken Maldonado-Inset courtesy Barbie Bowlin

Library CEO 
needs to take 
a leave: Katz
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BY BILL PARRY

Nearly 200 Long Island 
City residents faced off with 
the senior leadership of the 
MTA in a town hall meet-
ing last Thursday at PS 78.

The topic was the 
contentious issue of the 
extended weekend service 
shutdown of the No. 7 sub-
way line into and out of 
Court Square and Hunters 
Point during a $550 million 
makeover project.

Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority Presi-
dent Carmen Bianco dis-
armed the crowd early on 
with effusive apologies 
and a revised schedule he 
claimed would affect18 
weekends instead of the 
original 22 the agency an-
nounced in January.

Bianco’s presentation 
illustrated that the agency 
was doing three projects at 
once. A new signal system 
that would allow for 10 per-
cent more trains per hour 
to help move an estimated 
half million customers 
each business day, repairs 
to the infrastructure of the 
Steinway Tunnel that was 

flooded with millions of 
gallons of saltwater during 
Hurricane Sandy and nec-
essary track panel replace-
ment, a project that should 
have been done five years 
ago.

Bianco also explained 
that the work could only be 
done during daylight hours 
due to worker safety issues 
on the elevated sections 
and that the 107-year-old 
Steinway tunnel was too 
narrow to allow for trains 
and workers at the same 
time.

“This is work we have 
to do to keep the system 
safe and reliable,” Bianco 
said. “Let me apologize to 
you for the inconvenience. 
We’ve looked hard at other 
ways to do this and this is 
the best option we have.”

The residents and 
small business owners 
seemed appreciative of the 
agency’s explanation dur-
ing the early stages of the 
question-and-answer sec-
tion of the meeting.

Woodside community 
leader David Rosasco said, 
“Great civilizations have 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The family of the 
southeast Queens teenager 
who was stabbed to death 
during an argument inside 
a barber shop last week of-
fered their forgiveness to 
his accused murderer in a 
public denunciation of vio-
lence.

“There is no room in 
our hearts, there’s no space 
for hate or anger,” Sherina 
Peredaviz said Tuesday 
outside the Springfield 
Gardens home where fam-
ily and friends have been in 
mourning since their loved 
one, Carl Richardson, was 
killed last week.

Richardson’s fam-
ily said the 19-year-old, a 
graduate of St. John’s Prep 
in Astoria, was saving up to 
buy a car when he stopped 
by the Select Stylez barber 
shop on Merrick Boule-
vard in Laurelton March 28 
and sold the owner, Cedric 
Simpson, a $50 Bluetooth 
headset.

When Richardson 
returned the next day to 
collect the money, an argu-
ment broke out and Simp-
son, 34, allegedly stabbed 
the teen to death, authori-
ties said.

Simpson allegedly 
told police he did attack 
Richardson with a pair of 
scissors, but only out of 
self-defense, according to 
a criminal complaint filed 
by the Queens district at-
torney’s office charging the 
barber with murder and 
weapons possession.

Peredaviz, at times 

overcome with tears as she 
remembered her younger 
brother, said it was in Rich-
ardson’s nature to forgive 
those who had wronged, 
and said that in his spirit 
they would harbor no ill 
will toward Simpson.

“We have chosen to 
forgive you,” she said. “I 
forgive you. My family for-
gives you.”

Photos of the beloved 
young man greet visitors to 
the website carldavidrich-
ardson.com, set up by the 
family to honor the teen’s 
memory and urge visitors 
to “break the vicious cycle 
of anger and rage.”

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton) 
said he gets his hair cut at 
a barber shop not far from 
Select Stylez, and through 
conversations with local 
business owners he heard 
Simpson’s children and his 
wife are devastated by the 
thought of what may hap-
pen to him.

“This is an unimagi-
nable predicament,” he 
said. “Two families have 
lost here.”

The councilman said 
that in honor of the slain 
teen he was going to fund 
a conflict resolution pro-
gram at nearby Springfield 

Gardens High School in his 
name.

Richardson’s girl-
friend, Sheneque Marden-
er, said she had everything 
taken away from her when 
she learned what had hap-
pened, but her loving boy-
friend would not want her 
to live with resentment.

“Carl would not want 
this for me,” she said. “He 
would forgive him.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Carl Richardson’s father, also named Carl Richardson, comforts his son’s girlfriend, Sheneque 
Mardener. Photo by Christina Santucci

MTA President Carmen Bianco and his senior staff join elect-
ed officials at a town hall meeting in Long Island City. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Family offers forgiveness
Kin of murdered Springfi eld Gardens teen turns the other cheek

LIC residents bash 
No. 7 suspensions

Continued on Page 58
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

After years of advo-
cating for fellow veterans, 
Pat Toro is turning to the 
troops for support in fight-
ing off an illness stemming 
from Agent Orange.

Pastor “Pat” Toro Jr., 
former president of the 
Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica Chapter 32 in Queens, 
was diagnosed with my-
elodysplastic syndrome, a 
precursor to leukemia, six 
months ago.

His daughter, JoAnn 
Marie Toro, said the syn-
drome likely was caused 
by Agent Orange, a herbi-
cide the military sprayed 
on vegetation during the 
Vietnam War that has been 
linked to cancers, birth de-
fects and other diseases.

Despite months of 
treatment and chemother-
apy, Toro still currently 
requires about three blood 

transfusions a week, his 
daughter said.

VVA Chapter 32 Presi-
dent Paulie Narson said 
the group has organized a 
blood drive in Toro’s name 
at its Whitestone headquar-
ters, at 19-12 149th St., on 
April 15 from noon to 5 p.m. 
All donations will be sent 
to Orange Regional Medi-
cal Center upstate, where 
Toro is being treated. In 
exchange, the hospital will 
supply Toro with the blood 
he needs.

“He’s going through 
a lot of blood. He went 
through 20 pints in six 
weeks,” Narson said. “I’m 
hoping for more, but if we 
get 40 donors we’ll be hap-
py. Forty will make it all 
possible.”

Toro, 65, was deployed 
to Da Nang, Vietnam, for 
13 months during his four 
years with the U.S. Marine 
Crops. He went on to work 

for the city Police Depart-
ment and the Port Author-
ity police department, be-

fore retiring in 1991.
The longtime For-

est Hills resident led VVA 

Chapter 32 from 2001-10. He 
became known for helping 
to bring a mobile version 
of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall in Wash-
ington, D.C., to the borough 
and spearheading an initia-
tive to bury indigent veter-
ans with all the trappings 
of any military ceremony, 
Narson said.

“We bury indigent 
veterans with honor and 
dignity along with Hess-
Miller Funeral Home in 
Middle Village. They’re 
our partner,” said Narson, 
who leads Chapter 32, a bor-
oughwide organization that 
has about 256 members.

Toro relocated upstate 
in recent years, but re-
mained involved in veter-
ans affairs as the southern 
district director and gov-
ernment affairs chairman 
for the VVA New York State 
Council and director-at-
large to the VVA National 

Board of Directors and its 
Government Affairs, Mi-
nority Affairs and Veterans 
Benefits committees.

Toro, a decorated war 
veteran, was inducted into 
the state Senate Veterans 
Hall of Fame in 2006.

“They’ve been ask-
ing him and asking him if 
they could do something 
for him,” JoAnn Marie 
Toro said of Chapter 32. 
“He is sort of humble and 
he didn’t want to ask any-
body for anything .... Once 
he realized how frequently 
he would need transfusions 
and that they’re always in 
need of blood, he spoke to 
the hospital and decided 
to let the chapter go ahead 
and have a blood drive.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (l.) presents Pat Toro, Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter #32 president, with an award during 
a ceremony at the conclusion of the third-annual Queens Veterans 
Day Parade in Middle Village.

Queens Vietnam Vets organize blood drive for Pat Toro
Longtime advocate requires three blood transfusions weekly in fi ght against Agent Orange illness

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Christ the King Sophomores Excel in National Test
Christ the King High School’s sophomore class performed admirably in the recent PLAN 

competitive testing, which is administered throughout the United States.  PLAN is part of the ACT 
(American College Testing).  Similar to the SAT, it encompasses the subjects of Math, Science, and 
English.  The scores are used by colleges, together with the ACT and SAT to evaluate applicants for 
admission and scholarships. Twenty four of Christ the King’s students who took the test ranked in 
the top 10% of the country.  Congratulations to them!

 The students who are recognized are  
(in alphabetical order): Ashley Avila, Brenden 
Berger, Amanda Capobianco, Dajour Davis, 
Karol Gajewski, Justine Gerace, Dan Golban, 
Wen Yi Guo, Camden Carole-Hall, Lukasz 
Janik, Lourdes Jaquez, Jakub Kasza, Michael 
Kow Lessar, Melissa Lent, Nicholas Lume, 
Christopher Masullo, Sharon Nolan, Cassandra 
Pantelidis, Diana Paravatos, Ariana Prashad, 
Danielle Rodrigo, Krystle Salvati, Matthew 
Scheider, and Matthew Varela.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The new state budget 
effectively reverses Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s decision to 
deny space to a previously 
approved charter school 
in South Jamaica, and the 
City Council Education 
Committee is planning to 
hold a hearing on the ef-
fect Albany’s decision will 
have on traditional public 
schools going forward.

The education compo-
nent of the budget agree-
ment rewrites the state’s 
law so the city will have to 
get approval from a charter 
school in order to make a 
change to a co-location ap-
proved prior to 2014.

Earlier this year, May-
or Bill de Blasio reversed 
course on a decision made 
by the Bloomberg admin-
istration to allow a Success 
Academy charter school to 
open next year inside the 
August Martin High School 
building in South Jamaica.

The protection is one 
of several moves made by 
Albany to strengthen and 
protect charter schools, and 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), the 
Education Committee 
chairman and a vocal critic 
of charter schools, said he 
has scheduled an oversight 
hearing on charter schools 
for next week.

“We’re going to look at 
the whole business of char-
ter schools and hold them 
accountable for what they 
do,” he said.

Dromm said it was 
unfortunate that the agree-
ment “really in many ways 
supports charters over pub-
lic school students,” noting 
an increase in per-pupil 
funding at charter schools 
while the city is still owed 
more than $4 billion from 
Albany stemming from a 
2007 equal-funding agree-
ment.

On the flip side of the 
charter debate, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo praised the 
“significant protections” 
the budget adds to the char-
ter school movement across 
the state.

“We address the issue 

of co-locations and the al-
ternatives to co-location,” 
he said during a conference 
call with reporters. “So we 
make sure charter schools 
do have alternatives, which 
will provide reasonable 
space accommodations and 
funding to provide that 
space.”

The law also requires 
the city to provide facilities 
access to new or expand-
ing charter schools that 
request a co-location inside 
a public school building or 
otherwise pay the charter’s 
rent and an additional 20 
percent increase in fund-
ing per student.

The budget will give an 
additional $500 in per-pupil 
funding to city charters 
over the next three years. 
Charters currently receive 
about 30 percent less in 
funding than do traditional 
public schools.

The city comptroller’s 
office will also be autho-
rized to conduct financial 
audits of charters.

Comptroller Scott 
Stringer earlier this year 
said he would audit char-
ters, though at the time his 
office’s ability to conduct 
such reviews was legally 
questionable.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Parents have until 

the end of the month to 
enroll their children in 
the first phase of the city’s 
pre-kindergarten expan-
sion, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced at a Ridgewood 
school Wednesday.

“The bottom line now 
is that we need to get the 
word to parents that it’s 
time to sign up,” he said 
during a news conference 
at PS 239 after the state 
passed a budget sending 
$300 million to the city for 
pre-K.

Students at PS 239, 
where only a half-day pro-
gram is offered, “have only 
had the advantage of a few 
hours a day in a pre-K set-
ting,” the mayor said. “Now 
every one of the seats will 
become full-day seats and 
that’s going to allow so 
much more for the children 
of this school.”

Parents have until 
April 23 to apply for a seat 
in one of the public school 

programs that will be avail-
able in September. The city 
will announce plans later 
for further phases, de Bla-
sio said, which will include 
programs at community-
based organizations and 
charter schools.

Leaders of Queens par-
ents groups stood by the 
mayor earlier this week as 
he lauded what he called a 

“historic” victory — albeit 
not the one he was hoping 
for — following a deal in 
Albany over the weekend 
to provide funding for an 
expansion of pre-kinder-
garten.

“Now every child has 
access to high-quality, full-
day pre-K. That half-day 
thing just doesn’t quite 
work when you’re a full-

time working parent,” 
Isaac Carmigniani, presi-
dent of Community Educa-
tion Council 30 in western 
Queens, said at a news 
conference at Citi Field 
Monday morning. “It’s an 
investment in our future, 
and this is a day that was a 
long time in coming.”

The centerpiece of de 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

More than 10,000 home-
less families — including 
22,000 children — will get 
a helping hand to land back 
on their feet now that the 
state has agreed to free 
up money for a city rent-
assistance program, City 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) said.

“Now what we have to 
do is we have to devise a 
plan that the state will go 
along with in the scope and 
in the requirements of the 
plan to make sure we come 
up with something that’s 
sustainable and measur-
able,” said Wills, who au-
thored a resolution asking 
Albany to remove language 
from its budget preventing 
the city from using state 
funds to help the homeless 

with rent.
When the state cut 

funding in 2011 forcing the 
Bloomberg administration 
to end its Advantage pro-
gram, lawmakers added 
language that prohibited 
the city from using state 
funds to provide rental as-
sistance to the homeless.

After the Council’s 
General Welfare Committee 
held a hearing last week on 
Wills’ resolution, the coun-
cilman and homeless advo-
cates worked with Albany 
lawmakers — including 
state Assemblywomen Viv-
ian Cook (D-Jamaica) and 
Social Services Committee 
Chairwoman Michele Ti-
tus (D-Far Rockaway) — to 
lobby legislative leaders to 
adopt the change.

The budget passed 
Monday has dropped the 

language, and Wills said 
the next step is for city and 

state agencies to work to-
gether to roll out a program 
that will focus on families 
with children.

The push to gain Al-
bany’s support came down 
to the wire. Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, apparently unclear 
on the city’s request, said it 
was too late in the budget 
process to add a rent-subsi-
dy program and at least one 
newspaper reported Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s office had 
requested a meeting on the 
issue through a text mes-
sage.

Wills said the Coun-
cil and the mayor’s office 
worked independently on 
the issue but with the same 
end-goal in mind.

“Everybody worked 
with the same end-of-day 
motive,” he said.

The state budget deal effective-
ly clears the way for a Success 
Academy charter school to 
open inside the August Martin 
High School building in South 
Jamaica in September.

Isaac Carmigniani, president of Community Education Council 30 in Queens, calls the pre-K deal “an 
investment.” Photo by Christina Santucci

Councilman Ruben Wills is hail-
ing the cooperation among his 
colleagues in city and state 
government in successful-
ly lobbying Albany to free up 
funds for a rent-subsidy pro-
gram for the city’s homeless.

State accord clears way 
for SE Queens charter

Albany to foot pre-K bill
Borough parents stand with mayor as he celebrates budget agreement

Wills hails cooperation on homeless deal
Continued on Page 53
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Several of Queens’ 
state legislators lamented 
that a public campaign 
finance pilot program ap-
proved in the New York 
state budget was  limited to 
the state comptroller’s race 
in 2014.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and Albany’s legislative 
leaders heralded the move 
in a joint memo, noting that 
the pilot would attempt to 
test how a system modeled 
after the city’s matching 
funds program would fare 
statewide.

City candidates who 
opt into the public financ-
ing program receive $6 per 
every $1 raised from a city 
resident, with the city’s dis-
bursements capped at $175 
per contributor.

The public financ-
ing, often called matching 
funds, is only released if 
candidates surpass fund-
raising thresholds meant to 
suss out who is a viable can-

didate. The program aims 
to reduce the influence of 
money in politics and help 
make city elections more 
competitive.

The pilot program, 
which became  effective 
with the budget’s adop-
tion, would require state 
Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli to forfeit money he 
has previously raised for 
his re-election campaign if 
he decided to participate in 
the test run.

DiNapoli, who has 
been pushing for public fi-
nancing in state elections, 
described the last-minute 
budget deal as a fumble, 
in part because it set the 
maximum amount a can-
didate participating in the 
pilot could accept from one 
contributor at $6,000 rather 
than the $2,000 he had pro-
posed.

“The new proposal 
fails to set reasonable limi-
tations on donations and as-
signs implementation to an 
organization that the Mo-

reland Commission found 
dysfunctional,” DiNapoli 
said of the state Board of 
Elections in a statement. 
“There are also questions 
on whether this new pro-
posal can be fairly and 

reasonably implemented 
in such a short time frame 
or whether it was set up for 
failure.”

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
shared the comptroller’s 

concerns, noting that at 
least one good government 
group had been calling for 
comptroller candidates not 
to partake in the pilot to 
protest its limited scope.

“You can’t have a pilot 

program on one race for 
one election cycle,” he said. 
“If it’s not used, those who 
are against it will say, ‘See, 
we tried. It failed. We can’t 
use it.’”

The senator said early 
negotiations had focused 
on building up a fund for 
the public financing sys-
tem for a few years before 
enacting pilots or a perma-
nent system.

He and Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) said 
they believed a public fi-
nancing system would tem-
per the influence of large 
donors in Albany.

“The current proposal 
is a poorly disguised stall-
ing tactic that puts New 
Yorkers at least another 
year from fair, equitable, 
publicly financed elec-
tions,” a statement from 
Stavisky’s office read.

Avella echoed other 
legislators in saying he 
would push to enact more 
comprehensive campaign 
finance reform.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Citizens United for 
Railroad Environmental 
Solutions rejoiced when 
state legislators secured 
$3 million in the New York 
budget to retrofit a locomo-
tive with a newer, cleaner 
engine for the second con-
secutive year.

CURES, a group main-
ly comprised of Middle Vil-
lage and Glendale residents 
living along the railroad 
tracks leading to the Fresh 
Pond Rail Terminal, said 
the $6 million collectively 
allocated for overhauling 
two of the 11 locomotives 
used to haul goods and 
garbage would help abate 
noise, odor and pollution.

“Our vision of cleaner, 

quieter locomotives for the 
health and welfare of our 
neighborhoods is coming 
to fruition,” CURES Chair-
woman Mary Parison said 
in a statement. “We are 
elated.”

The Long Island Rail 
Road currently leases a 
fleet of 11 locomotives 
to companies that haul 
freight throughout the city 
and state. The locomotives’ 
diesel engines are exempt 
from the Clean Air Act of 
1970 and currently classi-
fied as Tier 0, a designation 
that indicates they produce 
the most emissions, accord-
ing to Alexander Schnell, 
state Assemblyman An-
drew Hevesi’s (D-Forest 
Hills) chief of staff. Schnell 
said the first $3 million 

was used to examine which 
parts of the engine could be 
replaced with Tier 3 and 4 
components that meet more 
modern emissions stan-
dards. A custom engine is 
expected to be constructed 
and installed in a locomo-
tive by the end of 2014.

The second $3 million 
would go toward putting 
this newer engine in a sec-
ond train.

Hevesi said he would 
continue petitioning for 
state money until the en-
tire freight fleet has been 
upgraded.

“It is encouraging 
that great strides are being 
made to fight for, and pro-
tect, the health of countless 
families,” Hevesi said in a 
statement.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The New York State 
budget, replete with tax 
advantages for businesses 
and taxpayers but help-
less against Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s ability to dip into 
$30 million earmarked for 
mass transit, has passed 
the state Legislature and is 
now a done deal.

Transit activists were 
not comforted by the fact 
that the $40 million kitty 
meant for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
had lost $30 million to the 
governor and was shorn of 
its hands-off status.

Seven transit activ-
ist organizations said the 
governor’s move to raid the 
transit fund could mean 

higher fares and few im-
provements for the city’s 
bus and subway riders.

“Sadly, our elected 
officials have sent a clear 
message that they can and 
will use the MTA as a piggy 
bank, siphoning dollars 
out of the pockets of transit 
riders,” the transit groups 
said.

The transit activists 
thanked two Brooklyn leg-

islators in particular for 
fighting for the cause of 
straphangers — Democratic 
state Assemblyman James 
Brennan and Republican 
state Sen. Martin Golden — 
as well as the Black, Puerto 
Rican, Hispanic and Asian 
caucuses.

But the transit advo-
cates also pointed out that 
“despite budget resolu-

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (c.) and state legislative leaders praise a public campaign finance program pilot 
included in the New York budget. AP Photo/Mike Groll

Transit advocacy organizations warn that the MTA may have to 
raise fares now that millions in funds have been diverted from the 
agency.

Matching funds plans fumble in capital
County’s state pols say public campaign fi nancing pilot for one offi cial too limited, too last minute

Pair of Glendale freight trains
slated to get $3 M for upgrades

Activists blast guv for taking
$30 million from MTA fund

Continued on Page 58
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Prosecutors are ask-
ing a federal judge to con-
sider whether the political 
aspirations of a Republican 
attorney seeking a north-
east Queens congressional 
seat conflict with his firm’s 
representation of a GOP 
operative on trial in a bor-
ough corruption case.

Assistant U.S. At-
torney Justin Anderson 
filed papers Monday ask-
ing White Plains District 
Court Judge Kenneth 
Karas to probe the “poten-
tial conflict of interest” in 
Republican congressional 
candidate Grant Lally’s Mi-
neola, L.I.-based law firm, 
Lally & Misir LLP, which 
is representing ex-Queens 
GOP Vice Chairman Vince 
Tabone in his federal cor-
ruption trial.

Earlier this year Debo-
rah Misir, Tabone’s lead de-
fense attorney and Lally’s 
wife, requested the court 
delay her client’s June trial 

until the fall, arguing that 
Republican election efforts 
could be unfairly hampered 
if party leaders are called 
to testify.

The lawyers pros-
ecuting the case out of the 
Manhattan office of U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara, 
a Democrat, claim the re-
quest brings up a possible 
conflict of interest.

Any attorney working 
for the Lally & Misir firm, 
they argue, could conceiv-
ably put the partner’s polit-
ical interests ahead of their 
legal obligation to fairly 
represent their client.

“Under council’s rea-
soning, it might be the case 
that calling a particular 
witness would be helpful to 
Tabone’s defense but cast 
Mr. Lally’s political party 
or his interests in an unfa-
vorable light,” the prosecu-
tor wrote. “Under that sce-
nario, the decision to call 
such a witness might be 
influenced — consciously 
or unconsciously — by Mr. 

Lally’s concern for his elec-
toral interests.”

Misir told TimesLedg-
er Newspapers she found 
the prosecutor’s claims en-
tirely baseless and accused 
the office of trying to deny 
Tabone effective counsel.

“No court has ever 

found that a female at-
torney, by virtue of being 
married to a congressional 
candidate, would be barred 
from representing a client,” 
she said. “We’ve litigated 
this case very hard in pre-
trial proceedings and I sus-
pect they’re very worried 

about losing.”
Karas, a Republican 

appointed to the court by 
President George W. Bush 
in 2003, has given the law 
firm until Monday to re-
spond to the feds’ claims.

Misir said not only 
will the firm make its case 

to the judge, but she plans 
to file a counter motion ask-
ing the court to discipline 
the prosecutor’s office.

Lally launched unsuc-
cessful bids in 1994 and 
1996 to unseat then-U.S. 
Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-
Bayside), who retired in 
2012.

He is now challeng-
ing U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville), who picked 
up part of the northeast 
Queens district after Ack-
erman retired in 2012.

It has been a year since 
Tabone was arrested along 
with several others, includ-
ing former City Council-
man Dan Halloran and 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) in an alleged 
plot to rig the 2013 mayoral 
race.

Their trial is set for 
June 2.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Prosecutors are questioning whether there is a conflict of interest for the law firm representing 
Vince Tabone in his corruption trial.

Tabone’s lawyers may have political bias: Feds

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������������	
���	��	�
����������������������������	����	�������	 
����������������	�����		�������	�
��������������������������������������� !��"�!!#��$�%�
����������������������&&&�'�����	��(	����)�*��������������

�������������0�&��))	
�����0	&�1���	����

���������������������������45�*�6��	�������������������������������
������������������������'����	&�
���	����
�������1	���(�������*�(��	��	���	��*	���������)�(	(�

� ��� � � ��
� � �������

��������(((((���� �

���
���

���
��

���

����������/������)	��))	
�	(�8�9	(�)��(�:�;
	��4�	��������<		=	�(��

��������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������4�
�>��8�?��(��8�1��@�,��8�����A��������	�	�

Dental Implants
• Crowns/Bridges/Veneer • Root Canal                                                                                                    
• Extrac�ons • Cosme�c/Esthe�c Den�stry 
• Dentures • Braces                                                                      

Call us or visit us today
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI AND SARINA 
TRANGLE

Police have identified suspects 
in the double Ridgewood slaying last 
week, but have not made any arrests, 
the NYPD said.

The Police Department would 
not disclose more details about sus-
pects in the gunning down of a young 
couple in their apartment, on Sum-
merfield Street near the corner of 
Seneca Avenue.

The NYPD said it was called to 
the scene around 6:30 p.m. March 27, 
where officers said they found Nata-
lie Mejia-Tavares, 21, shot in the torso 
and Louis Oscar Padilla-Lopez, 21, 
shot in the head.

Both were pronounced dead at 
the scene.

As of Tuesday evening, police 
had not recovered a weapon or de-
tected any signs of forced entry at the 
apartment building.

Padilla-Lopez had previously 
been arrested for possession of a 
controlled substance, driving while 
intoxicated and criminal mischief, 
according to the NYPD.

Few neighbors seemed to know 
the pair and many thought they were 

new to the community.
Joseph Wilfinger, who has lived 

in the building where the shooting 
occurred for more than 45 years, said 
the slayings came as a shock.

“I’ve never seen anything like 
this,” said Wilfinger, who did not 
know the couple. “I feel sorry for 
them. I’ve been saying some prayers 
for them.”

Authorities investigate the shooting deaths of two people in Ridgewood. 
Photo by Roy Renna/BMR Breaking News

Couple shot dead in Ridgewood: Cops

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

GRAND OPENING 

Body By Berle Personal Training Center – Forest Hills 

In 1986 Body By Berle premiered 

the fi rst Personal Training Center 

in the whole Northeast area. In 

January 2014 we opened a second 

location in Queens on Austin St. in 

Forest Hills. Without sacrifi cing a 

lot of time or money, Body By Berle 

can help you get fi t. Personal one-

on-one full body training sessions 

show results. Only 1-2 sessions per 

week are needed — costing only $30 

per session. Berle likens exercise to 

food — you need just the right amount food and only a certain amount of 

exercise to obtain maximum results. 

The gym is open to men, women, teens & seniors of all ages. Workouts are 

by appointment only and personalized for each client. Personal trainers 

design effi cient workouts that achieve maximum results. Enhance your 

cardiovascular system, develop muscle strength, and increase fl exibility!   

Call now for more information or to schedule your FREE trial workout* for 

Austin St. or Fresh Meadows locations.           *new members only  

(718) 264-8787    www.bodybyberle.com

   Body By Berle Personal Training Centers

Kohl’s Fresh Meadows Shopping Ctr.   
61-18 190th St.  Ste. 223

Fresh Meadows, NY  11365

Austin St. Shopping District
70-10 Austin St.  Ste. 102

Forest Hills, NY  11375

$30 per session

ASTORIA — Police were looking for a sus-
pect they said entered an apartment in Astoria 
last month and stole several electronic devices 
and some jewelry.

The NYPD said a Hispanic male entered 
the apartment through the front door around 11 
a.m. March 25 and put several items into a green 
bag, including an iPhone, an iPad mini, a Mac-
book laptop and an iPad touch.

The man also took some jewelry and an un-
disclosed amount of cash, according to police.

ROSEDALE — Police were asking for help finding a teenage girl 
who was last seen at her home Monday.

Kiara Green, 13, was last seen at her home on 130th Road Monday 
wearing a navy blue jacket and brown pants, police said.

She is 5 feet 1 inch tall and weighs 100 pounds.
Anyone with information in regards to this missing is asked to 

POLICE 

Blotter

Man in custody in 2012 Queens slaying

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Cops search for Astoria burglary suspect

KIARA GREEN

Police look for man who tried to snatch purse
ASTORIA — Police were seeking help identifying 

a man who allegedly attempted to steal a woman’s purse 
in Astoria last month.

The NYPD said a 28-year-old woman was walk-
ing in front of 31-45 Crescent St. around noon March 25 
when a man attempted to steal her purse. The woman 
tugged back on the bag and the suspect fled the scene, 
police said.

The suspect is described as a Hispanic male in his 
late teens, approximately 5-foot-8 and weighing around 
140 pounds. He was wearing blue jeans and a black jack-
et with a gray hooded sweatshirt underneath, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

NYPD hunting for missing Rosedale girl

Authorities believe electronics, jew-
elry and money were taken from an 
Astoria apartment by this suspect. 

Image courtesy NYPD

Police say a suspect tried to snatch 
a woman’s purse in Astoria. 

Image courtesy NYPD

SOUTH JAMAICA — Police arrested 
a man in Georgia last week who they have 
been searching for in connection with a 
2012 murder.

Tracy Johnson, 28, was arrested in 

Snelville, Ga., on murder and weapons 
charges in connection to the May 2012 slay 
of 24-year-old Shakey Foster-Bay, police 
said.

ASTORIA — Police from the 114th Precinct were asking for 
the public’s help in finding Aristofan Amira, a 60-year-old white 
man last seen March 28 at 10 a.m.

He is described as being 5-foot-10, 170 pounds with brown eyes 
and salt and pepper hair.

Police looking for missing Astoria man

ARISTOFAN AMIRA
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BREAKING NEWS

BY BILL PARRY

Borough President Me-
linda Katz has announced 
an ambitious six-month-
long schedule of events to 
celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the 1964 World’s 
Fair in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park beginning 
later this month.

  The 75th anniversary 
of 1939 World’s Fair will 
also be commemorated 
with film and lecture se-
ries at the Noguchi Muse-
um and the Museum of the 
Moving Image.

“Both were seminal 
events that had wide im-
pact locally, nationally and 
internationally,” Katz said 
last Friday. “It’s a symbol of 
the borough and we’re go-
ing to keep the spirit alive, 
especially among the young 
people who never saw it. 
We’ll rebrand Queens as 
a tourist destination with 
world-class cultural in-
stitutions and other at-
tractions that people from 
around the city and the 
world should explore.”

Surrounded by mem-
bers of the new World’s 
Fair Anniversary Commit-
tee in the cavernous lobby 
of Queens Museum, Katz 
said, “We are the world’s 
borough, the most ethni-
cally diverse borough on 
the entire planet. It is our 
asset, it is our strength and 
the World’s Fair knew that 
all those generations ago.”

An official opening 
ceremony will take place at 
the New York State Pavil-
ion April 22. The Pavilion, 
closed to the public since 

1987 , will be open for three 
hours beginning at 11 a.m. 
allowing for limited access 
for public viewing and pho-
tographs. Hard hats will be 
provided.

Other events are sched-
uled at Queens Theatre, the 
Queens Botanical Garden, 
the Museum of the Moving 
Image and the New York 
Hall of Science. Queens 
Museum President Tom 
Finkelpearl announced 
a summer-long series of 
exhibits beginning with 
an Andy Warhol showing 
April 27.

Warhol’s “13 Most 
Wanted Men” mural, 
which hung on what is 
now Queens Theatre in 
the Park, will be recreated. 
The original collection of 
mugshots was covered over 
by World’s Fair officials so 
as not to offend visitors to 
the 1964 event.

A full list of events 
throughout the borough 
can be found online at itsin-
queens.com /worldsfair 
and it will be constantly 
updated during the entire 
six months of events, ac-
cording to Rob MacKay, of 
the Queens Economic De-
velopment Corp.

State Assemblywoman 
Margaret Markey (D-Mas-
peth), and co-chair of the 
Anniversary Committee 
with Katz,  has a theory on 
why the 1964 World’s Fair’s 
50th anniversary has cre-
ated so much excitement 
around the borough.

“A lot of people from 
around the world that came 
to work at the Pavilion 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

A national organiza-
tion promoting the prog-
ress and development of 
African-American women 
will soon be heading to 
Queens to establish the 
group’s first chapter in the 
borough.

The National Congress 
of Black Women, a nonprof-
it dedicated to the educa-
tional, economic and cul-
tural development of black 
women and their families, 
is looking to start its first 
boroughwide chapter in 
Flushing.

Although there are 
more than 100 chapters 
nationwide, the NCBW, 
based in Washington, D.C., 
has just one New York City 
chapter, based in Brooklyn, 
and the group now wants 
to expand to another bor-
ough.

Pauline Murray, a 
longtime Flushing resi-
dent, led a group of 12 other 
women Sunday who attend-
ed a meeting at the Flush-
ing branch of Queens Li-
brary to show their support 
for bringing the NCBW to 
Queens.

Murray, who has been 
a part of the organiza-
tion for 20 years, said she 
has long seen the need for 
new chapters not only in 
Queens, but in New York 
as a whole, and said she is 
thrilled at the possibility 
of having one right in her 
own neighborhood.

“I’m so elated that 
we’re starting out in 
Queens,” she said. “There’s 
such a rich history, par-
ticularly from an African-
American standpoint, in 
this area and now we can 
say that we can bring it out 
as a chapter.”

Dr. E. Faye Williams, 
national chairwoman for 
the NCBW, said the orga-
nization has always had 
members in New York, but 
the city did not have a true 
chapter office until the 
Brooklyn location opened 
just this year. Before then, 
Buffalo was the only loca-

tion in the entire state.
“What we’re doing now 

is breaking it down into 
smaller geographic areas,” 
Williams said.

Williams said the 
NCBW focuses on issues 
important to black women 
and their families and on 
matters that could affect 
them, such as immigration, 
education, child labor and 
voter registration.

With a chapter coming 
to the heart of Queens, the 
organization will be able to 
focus on things that have a 
direct impact on commu-
nities throughout the bor-
ough and find solutions for 
them.

“We’re an organiza-
tion about acting and doing 
as opposed to meeting and 

talking,” Williams said. “I 
often tell people to remem-
ber that a lot of the issues 
important to them are right 
in their own communities. 
We involve ourselves in 
whatever our community 
needs.”

The NCBW requires 
that 10 members must be 
interested in starting a 
new chapter before it can 
be formed, a threshold that 
was met by the 13 women 
who showed up at Sunday’s 
gathering. Although this 
was the first meeting to dis-
cuss the new chapter’s for-
mation, Murray said there 
was a lot of support shown 
by those involved and said 
the chapter is well on its 
way to planting roots in 
Queens.

Williams took over as 
chairwoman in 2005 and 
said there were six chapters 
when she began her time 
as leader. The Flushing 
chapter, when established, 
would be the NCBW’s 111th 
across the nation, which 
Williams said shows the 
commitment and growth 
the organization has had in 
the last decade.

“It means we’re grow-
ing,” she said. “We can 
have more of an impact on 
the lives of black women 
and their families because 
we’re located in more plac-
es.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Borough President Melinda Katz announces a six-month-long cel-
ebration of the World’s Fair anniversaries. Photo by Bill Parry

Dr. E. Faye Williams (l.), national chairwoman of the National Congress of Black Women, speaks with 
Omarosa O. Manigault (r.), membership chairwoman of the National Congress of Black Women’s Los 
Angeles chapter. Photo courtesy Dr. E. Faye Williams

NYS Pavilion to launch 
6-month World’s Fair fete

Queens draws new assembly
National Congress of Black Women plans to start Flushing chapter

Members of the National Congress of Black Women pose after an event. 

Continued on Page 58
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BY BILL PARRY

Queens has its first 
arts district.

Several leaders of cul-
tural institutions joined 
elected officials on the 
Landmark Portico of Kauf-
man Astoria Studios last 
Friday to celebrate the of-
ficial proclamation of the 
Kaufman Arts District, a 
24-block area of Astoria 
 that includes the Museum 
of the Moving Image, the 
Queens Council on the 
Arts and the Frank Sinatra 
School of the Arts.

“This corner of 
Queens has quickly be-
come a vibrant community 
of cultural venues and art 
organizations that have 
attracted some of our gen-
eration’s greatest artists,” 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “Today we solidify 
the Kaufman Arts District 
as one of New York City’s 

premiere destinations for 
arts and culture. With the 
borough’s first official arts 
district, our goals will be to 
nurture the existing artists 
and arts organizations; to 
draw additional, cutting-
edge arts groups here; and 
to create an environment 
in which artistic work will 
flourish.”

The new district is 
bounded between 31st and 
Steinway streets and 34th 
and 37th avenues. It is an 
area that was neglected 
and rundown until George 
Kaufman bought the un-
derused property, at 34-12 
36th St., in 1982.

Kaufman was away on 
vacation and missed the 
designation ceremony, but 
when his studio opened the 
city’s first open-air sound-
stage in December, he said, 
“I knew that we had the po-
tential to turn this neigh-
borhood into a thriving 
production, arts and cul-

tural district for the city.”
Institution leaders ap-

proached Van Bramer with 
the idea and, as chairman 
of the Council Cultural Af-
fairs Committee, he was 
able to push the proclama-
tion through.

Van Bramer remem-
bers what the neighbor-
hood looked like, having 
grown up on 44th Street.

“This place was a dor-
mant ghost town. No people 
and no business, and now 

it’s thriving,” he said.
State Sen. Michael 

Gianaris (D-Astoria), who 
grew up a little further 
north, said, “I have loved 
watching this neighbor-
hood change. When I was 
young, you would never 
come here unless you didn’t 
want to be seen.”

Like the Downtown 
Brooklyn Cultural District 
surrounding the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, the dis-
trict will become eligible 

for funding that would 
draw more art-related busi-
nesses and further econom-
ic development bringing in 
hotels, affordable housing 
and artists spaces.

“Investing in the arts 
is good for neighborhoods,” 
Van Bramer said.

Instead of looking 
to the future, Assembly-
woman Margaret Markey 
(D-Maspeth) remembered 
former Borough President 
Claire Shulman’s role in 
the genesis of the district. 
Shulman made a deal with 
the federal government for 
the 5 1/2-acre lot that would 
become Kaufman Astoria 
Studios.

“She brokered the deal 
for $1. It was a real-life dol-
lar and a dream and the 
dream came true,” Markey 
said.

Union leaders, des-
perate for jobs during the 
financial crisis during 
the late 1970s, approached 

Shulman with the idea of 
making movies in Queens.

“City University had 
the lease for the old Army 
Pictorial Center, but had no 
money to do anything with 
it and it was sitting there 
abandoned and vandal-
ized,” Shulman said.

The former beep 
formed what she called a 
dream team with Mario 
Biaggi, Geraldine Ferraro 
and even socialite Kitty 
Carlisle to form a nonprofit 
called the Astoria Motion 
Picture and Television Cen-
ter Foundation that secured 
a 99-year lease for $1.

The property would 
later be sold to real estate 
developer George Kaufman 
in 1982.

“We turned Queens 
into the Hollywood of the 
East,” Shulman said, “from 
an area that made zero into 
the $7 billion in economic 
activity that you see to-
day.”

A choir from the Frank Sinatra School of the Performing 
Arts entertains the crowd at Kaufman Astoria Studios. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Astoria neighborhood designated Kaufman Arts District
Shulman played role decades ago making Queens into Hollywood East, now a rich cultural area

8900 Van Wyck Expressway, Jamaica, NY 11418 • www.jamaicahospital.org

Free 
Newsletter 
Subscription

South East Queens has the Highest 
Rate of Diabetes in the Borough. 
We Can Help.

For More Information or to Schedule an 
Appointment, Call 718-206-6742
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One Grand Prize Winner
Brand New 2014 Hyundai Genesis

One 1st Prize Winner
$1000 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

Ten 2nd Prize Winners
$500 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

Forty 3rd Prize Winners
$100 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

LONG ISLAND CITY LOCATION 93.1 AMOR LIVE on Air, DJ, Clown, 
Face Painter, Food Demos, and more! Fun for the whole family!

CAR GIVEAWAY 
SWEEPSTAKES PRIZESApril

12
2014
11am-3pm

SPRING EVENT
Car Giveaway

10% OFF TOTAL GROCERY BILL
Coupon expires April 20, 2014. Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupon valid only 
at Food Bazaar located at 42-02 Northern Boulevard Long Island City, New York 11101. Coupon not valid and cannot be used 
at any other Food Bazaar location. 10% off entire purchase of $50 or more (“Qualifying Purchase”). Qualifying Purchases are calculated BEFORE 
taxes, bottle deposits, and the face value of manufacturer coupons and AFTER Food Bazaar store coupons and any doubled or tripled value of manufacturer 
coupons. Program excludes prescription medications, gift certifi cates, gift cards, postage stamp sales, money orders, money transfers, lottery tickets, as well 
as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Not valid with any other offer and Coupon cannot be 
combined with employee, senior citizen, fi re department and other discounts typically offered by Food Bazaar. Coupon not valid for the purchase of gift 
certifi cates and cannot be redeemed as cash or merchandise credit if merchandise is returned. Coupon discount savings applied to all purchased items on a 
prorated basis; any refunds will be given in the prorated amount. No cash value.
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Keep Rockaway Beach branch closed
T

he subject of the reac-
tivation of the Rock-
away Beach branch 
of the Long Island 

Rail Road has been debated 
and discussed ever since 
the discontinuance of ser-
vice in 1961.

Although some of the 
arguments made by the 
proponents for reactiva-
tion may have evolved over 
the years, my reasons for 
steadfastly opposing this 
idea have not changed.

Impact on Quality of 
Life

The negative impact 
reactivation would have on 
residents whose property 

abuts the rail bed cannot 
be overstated. Currently, 
there is an LIRR railroad 
line which cuts through my 
district.

For those whose win-
dows face the rail bed, 
conversations have to be 
stopped in mid-sentence 
when a train goes by. Sleep 
is interrupted. Dinnerware 
vibrates on tables. Win-
dows facing the railroad 
can never be opened.

The effect of this re-
activation would be even 
more severe. This rail 
bed, unlike the above-
mentioned rail bed, runs 
right to the property line 

of homes. The noise level to 
be endured would be even 
greater. Train vibrations 
would destroy the struc-
tural integrity of people’s 
homes. Windows would 
never be opened but have to 
be covered for privacy con-
siderations.

Loss of Parkland
Seven acres of dedi-

cated parkland in Forest 
Park would be lost to resi-
dents. The Rockaway Beach 
branch rail bed in Forest 
Park is currently the prop-
erty of the city Parks De-
partment.

This rail bed is now 
parkland. Even if one were 

to consider swapping this 
parkland for new parkland, 
where is 7 acres to be found 
close by to replace the lost 
7 acres? There is simply no 
suitable replacement for 
this parkland.

As a representative 
for the residents of my dis-
trict, I find no benefit to be 
derived from the reactiva-
tion.

Therefore, as always, 
I oppose reinstituting 
service on the Rockaway 
Beach branch.

Karen Koslowitz
City Councilwoman

(D-Forst Hills)

HORSE SENSE
 
As the battle rages over whether the Central Park 

horse-drawn carriages should be banned, the politics in-
volved confound the debate. Add to the mix a recent poll 
which shows that nearly two-thirds of New Yorkers want 
the horses to keep their jobs ferrying tourists around mid-
town Manhattan.

At issue is Mayor Bill de Blasio’s determination to 
end the carriage trade — at least the horse end of it — and 
the drivers’ resolve to stay in business with 300 jobs on the 
line.

Many of the drivers live in northeast Queens, home to 
state Sen. Tony Avella, who has sided with the mayor.

De Blasio is aligned with the animal rights activists 
group NYClass, which helped win him a berth in City Hall 
with its strong financial support for the “anybody but 
Quinn” campaign in the 2013 mayoral race. The drivers 
organized several years ago under a local chapter of the 
powerful Teamsters union, which has clout in the city’s 
power-sharing dance.

At the center of the debate is the well-being of the 
horses, which ply Manhattan’s clogged streets in all kinds 
of weather and stand in long lines waiting for riders along 
Central Park South’s fabled gold coast.

Back in the late 19th century, when horses were an 
integral part of the city’s daily life, Central Park welcomed 
horse-back riders and horse-drawn carriages with a net-
work of bridle path. This is a long tradition that should be 
honored but only if good working conditions are guaran-
teed for the horses.

The ASPCA recently turned oversight of the carriage 
industry over to the NYPD, which has years of experience 
with its own police horses. The department should be able 
to enforce acceptable working hours, weather limitations 
and other regulations already in place to protect the hors-
es after dealing with every kind of miscreant on two legs.

In a further move to save the industry and safeguard 
the horses, we would like to see the city explore building 
a stable for some of the carriage horses in Central Park 
and restricting the carriage rides to the park. The horses 
should not have to vie with trucks and SUVs while deliver-
ing a romantic trip in the city.

Compromise is needed at this point to satisfy the may-
or, the animal rights activists, the union and the drivers. 
Each group has a compelling argument to make.

But in our view humane regulation is the best solu-
tion rather than proposed electric carriages, which would 
ignore the city’s equine history, consign the idled horses 
to an uncertain future and deprive residents of a tradition 
cherished by many as essential New York.
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13READERS WRITE

Congress must raise the minimum wage to $10.10
I

t has been more than 
four years since Con-
gress last raised the 
federal minimum wage. 

Hardworking families are 
doing all they can to make 
ends meet during the worst 
economy of our lifetime — 
through no fault of their 
own — and feel like they are 
slipping further behind.

When adjusted for in-
flation, the federal mini-
mum wage of $7.25 today is 
much lower than its peak 
in 1968. Too many working, 
poor families are below 
the poverty line, which not 
only holds these families 
back, but also holds back 
our local economy from its 
full potential growth.

New York City is home 
to three of the nation’s Top 
10 areas with the highest 

cost of living, according to 
the Council for Community 
and Economic Research. 
Queens ranked seventh in 
the country. For Queens 
residents, it is getting hard-
er to make ends meet with 
the rising cost of groceries, 
rent, transportation and 
basic necessities.

Last year, New York 
state passed legislation in-
creasing the wage to $9 an 
hour by 2015. It is no coin-
cidence that of the 10 states 
with the lowest wage gaps, 
seven have set a minimum 
wage higher than the fed-
eral rate.

Now it is time for Con-
gress to follow New York’s 
lead and take action. It is 
unacceptable that a single 
parent working 40 hours 
a week, 52 weeks a year to 

support a family earns $290 
a week. That is $15,000 a 
year without any time off. 
That salary is $3,000 below 
the poverty line for a fam-
ily of three in New York.

We need an economy 
that rewards hard work. 
Raising the federal mini-
mum wage would give 
working men, women and 
families the power to raise 
themselves into the middle 
class and benefit the entire 
economy through stronger 
consumer confidence and 
more customers for local 
small businesses.

In fact, increasing 
wages to $10.10 an hour 
would boost incomes for 
millions of American work-
ers and generate billions 
in new economic growth, 
according to the Economic 

Policy Institute.
And this is not just 

about teenagers working 
part-time summer jobs:

• Close to 90 percent 
of the lowest wage earners 
who would see their pay-
checks increase by raising 
the minimum wage are 
over the age of 20.

• 62 percent of mini-
mum wage earners nation-
wide are women, who also 
happen to be a growing 
percentage of family bread-
winners.

• Nearly one-third of 
all single parents in Ameri-
ca would see an increase in 
pay with a minimum wage 
raise.

• Raising the minimum 
wage would help more than 
15 million women in Amer-
ica.

Last year, I stood with 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), Make the 
Road New York and Queens 
businesses in Jackson 
Heights pushing for federal 
legislation to help millions 
of workers move from the 
working poor into the mid-
dle class with more money 
in their pockets being spent 
in our local economy.

The U.S. Senate is ex-
pected to finally vote on 
legislation raising the wage 
to $10.10 an hour over the 
next three years and index-
ing it to inflation moving 
forward to allow the rate 
to keep up with the rising 
costs of living.

The bill has broad sup-
port from business lead-
ers — including the U.S. 
Women’s Chamber of Com-

merce, the Main Street Al-
liance and employers like 
Costco — because they 
know strong wages lead to a 
stronger workforce, higher 
productivity and a growing 
business.

This common-sense 
measure is long overdue. 
Boosting wages would not 
only lift working poor fami-
lies above the poverty line 
and onto stable ground, but 
it can also drive economic 
activity, boost Queens busi-
nesses and strengthen local 
economies.

Kirsten Gillibrand
U.S. Senator

(D-N.Y.)

Blacks need to understand politics
An open letter to MSN-

BC:

I 
watched your “Morn-
ing Joe” show March 12 
from around 6 a.m. to 
6:25 a.m. as it reported 

on the win of David Jolly 
in the special election in 
Florida’s 13th congressio-
nal district.

I do not believe any 
of the men on that show 
mentioned that there was 
a third person running in 
that special election. And 
possibly that person got the 
differential vote that could 
have prohibited Alex Sink 
from winning that race.

Most of the men report-
ing highlighted the loss as 
a defeat of the U.S. Patient 
Protection and Affordable 
Care Act. Near the end of 
the reporting, the woman 
gave the information from 
several graphs that were in 
opposition of President Ba-
rack Obama and the nega-
tive outcome for his legacy 

as president.
I could not believe my 

eyes when I saw this. To 
me, it was a media blitz 
of damning the legacy of 
the first black president. 
I would think that with a 
Republican, a Democrat 
and an independent in a 
three-way race that even 
the late Ray Charles, Stevie 
Wonder and the loving five 
Blind Boys could have seen 
the outcome of that race.

I wonder if this is the 
same fate that will fall to 
the dean of the New York 
state delegation, U.S. Rep. 
Charlie Rangel (D-Man-
hattan) — who used to 
represent a small piece of 
Astoria — in his run for re-
election with a Latino state 
senator and a black Baptist 
church preacher running 
against him.

To add to Rangel’s 
problem, the City Council 
speaker who supported him 
two years ago when she was 

just a councilwoman has 
left Rangel and is now sup-
porting the senator.

I wonder if the black 
Baptist preacher really be-
lieves he can win or if he 
is in the race to make sure 
that Rangel does not win. 
What a sad commentary 
among us blacks who still 
cannot get it right in help-
ing each other. Instead, 
they are still acting like 
crabs in a basket.

It is not my intention 
to lambast or demean any-
one only to try to show that 
we still have not learned 
to play the game to benefit 
those who we serve. When 
we do, I pray the Lord lets 
me stay around long enough 
to see my hope come to full 
fruition.

Charles L. Norris Sr.
Pastor Emeritus

Bethesda Missionary 
Baptist Church

Jamaica

Columnist spot-on over religion
An open letter to 

TimesLedger Newspapers 
columnist Ken Kowald:

I 
want to thank you for 
the Feb. 21-27 column 
“Religious holidays 
should not be recog-

nized by gov’t.” Your type 
of article is rare, and I ap-

preciate the principle on 
which it stands.

I am 50 and am trained 
in engineering and medi-
cine. In college I started an 
Asian-American magazine.

I am interested in writ-
ing some opinion pieces. 
Can you point me in the 

right direction? I can meet 
with you at your conve-
nience. I would appreciate 
your advice and counsel.

John Lim
Oakland Gardens

Ban city horse-drawn carriages

L
eave it to the always-
sensible and intelli-
gent state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) 

to dismiss the most recent 
Quinnipiac University poll 
showing support for keep-
ing the carriage horses on 
Manhattan’s dangerous 
streets (“Poll shows New 
Yorkers support horse car-
riages,” March 21-27).

Let us recall that for 
more than a year, until a 
week to 10 days before the 
mayoral primary, the same 
Quinnipiac polling had a 
certain former City Council 
speaker as a “sure thing.”

I am active in the cam-
paign to ban horse-drawn 
carriages and was dedicat-
ed to the defeat of the Chris-
tine Quinn campaign. My 

polling takes place on the 
streets, and the great ma-
jority of people I speak with 
want the carriage horses to 
join Quinn in early retire-
ment.

Mickey Kramer
Upper East Side

Manhattan

CORRECTION

An article in the March 21-28 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers about a congressman inspiring Asian 
youth should have said that U.S. Rep. Ami Bera (D-Calif.) was the third Indian American elected to Congress.
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O
n March 16, a new 
radio show began 
featuring John 
Catsimatidis as the 

moderator. Catsimatidis 
ran for mayor last year in 
the Republican primary. 
The program is on station 
WNYM 970 AM at 9 a.m. 
and runs for one hour.

The program began 
with Catsimatidis inter-
viewing Democratic Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and then 
interviewing former Repub-
lican Gov. George Pataki. 
Both of them spent a good 
deal of their time discuss-
ing charter schools and the 
positive effect these schools 

have on our present student 
population.

It is interesting that 
the present and former gov-
ernors agreed on further-
ing the concept of charter 
schools. They also indicat-
ed their desire to control 
taxes.

The following Sunday, 
March 23, Catsimatidis had 
as his guests the chief exec-
utive of Westchester Coun-
ty, Republican Rob Astori-
no, and former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani. As the governor a 
week earlier, they also sup-
ported charter schools. As-
torino referred to cutting 
the budget in Westchester 
County.

Giuliani was pleased 
that Bill Bratton had been 
appointed police commis-
sioner. Bratton had been 
one of Giuliani’s police 
commissioners. The former 
mayor also spoke in favor of 
maintaining the horse and 

carriages in Central Park, 
as a majority of New York 
City residents do.

Catsimatidis has plans 
for his show’s future. He in-
tends to have leading pub-
lic officials as guests to dis-
cuss today’s issues. He will 
also have candidates for of-
fice appear and inform vot-
ers of their views.

During his campaign 
for mayor, Catsimatidis en-
joyed meeting people and 
listening to their views on 
various issues. He is now 
continuing those practices. 
He will be having people 
call in and ask questions 
of the guests. There will 
be guests from both major 
parties.

Catsimatidis believes 
the recent experience in 
running for citywide office 
has helped prepare him for 
running a radio show. As 
for the future, he hopes to 
gradually increase his au-

dience. There will be a lot 
more interest in politics, 
especially in New York, as 
we approach the 2016 presi-
dential campaign.

Catsimatidis came to 
our country as an immi-
grant when he was a young 
child. He achieved the 
American Dream of finan-
cial success, but has always 
identified himself with the 

working middle class, and 
he campaigned last year 
with that in mind.

In his radio program 
he speaks about common 
sense being used in deter-
mining how to resolve criti-
cal policy issues. He has 
indicated that ideals for 
improving society are fine, 
but these ideals should be 
tempered with practical 
consideration through the 
use of common sense.

Catsimatidis has a 
great appreciation of New 
York City. He wants to im-
prove the quality of life in 
our five boroughs. His new 
radio program can help 
him do that.

In the Queens Repub-
lican Party, the battle for 
control at the county level 
has ended for the time be-
ing with a state Supreme 
Court ruling in favor of 
Chairman Phil Ragusa and 
the incumbent county orga-

nization.
In recent times they 

have been going through 
this inter-party warfare 
every two years. As before, 
it is hoped that the Queens 
Republican Party will now 
be able to unite and work to-
gether. It would be a shame 
if the insurgents initiated 
another battle against the 
county organization next 
year.

Such inter-party 
conflicts will only lead 
to manpower and finan-
cial resources being used 
for party primaries when 
these things should be used 
for the fall general election 
in November.

The Queens Democrat-
ic Party has not had any 
serious inter-party fights 
in years. Efforts will be 
made to unite the Queens 
Republican Party. Hope-
fully, these efforts can be 
successful.

Ex-mayoral hopeful Catsimatidis hosts radio show 

Queens Civic Congress opposes development on parkland

T
he Queens Civic Con-
gress is an umbrella 
organization of ap-
proximately 100 civic 

associations, co-ops and 
other groups. The aim of 
QCC is to protect the qual-
ity of life for Queens resi-
dents. When necessary, it 
works with other groups 
in other counties in New 
York City and state. Rich-
ard Hellenbrecht is the its 
president.

One current issue 
which QCC is involved with 
is the proposal to build a 
megamall in Willets Point 
and a six-story parking 
garage on the current Citi 

Field parking lot. Other 
development plans are to 
build a hotel and retail and 
office space where auto re-
pair shop businesses are in 
Willets Point.

Opponents of the me-
gamall and a six-story park-
ing garage contend that the 
parking lot is still mapped 
as Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park and cannot be 
given to developers without 
the permission of the state 
Legislature.

In addition to QCC, 
other groups and individu-
als opposed to use of the 
parkland are NYC Park 
Advocates; state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside); urban 
planner Paul Graziano; 
civic activist Benjamin 
Haber; tenant leader Susan 
Cleary; Marty Kirchner, 
of Queens Neighborhoods 
United; Mike Gruen, of the 
City Club; business own-
ers Irene Prestocoma and 
Lenny Chucka; and Henry 

Euler.
There are two lawsuits 

against the proposed devel-
opment. Two interesting 
facts are that the city sold 
the developers the 47-plus 
acres of Queens parkland 
for only $1 and that the 
developers are asking for 
$42.6 million in tax sub-
sidies from the city Eco-
nomic Development Corp., 
but this latter information 
was a secret until recently 
and never available for the 
Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure hearing.

Protesters at a rally 
and march recently con-
tended that parkland 
should be for people and not 
developers. The megamall 
land was originally given 
to the owners of Shea Sta-
dium for parking, but now 
they are selling it for devel-
opment. A flier put out by 
NYC Park Advocates and 
Avella contends that cur-
rent events held on the lot 

would be displaced.
These include the Her-

manos Vasquez Circus, the 
Wheelchair Softball Tour-
nament and Electric Daisy 
Carnival.

At another event, QCC 
members stood with state 
Assemblyman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows) 
when he held a press con-
ference asking Mayor Bill 
de Blasio to help the hom-
eowners faced with rising 
water rates. Since 2005, the 
water rates have jumped 
89.8 percent.

It is sad that last year’s 
5.6 percent increase is con-
sidered an improvement. 
Other city councilmen who 
support Lancman’s views 
are Mark Weprin (D-Oak-
land Gardens) and Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside).

Another issue QCC has 
given its support to is the 
request from Fresh Mead-
ows civic associations that 
the city punish the viola-

tor who cut down trees and 
paved over a 100-year-old 
circular driveway on the 
old Klein Farm, which is in 
a Special Planned Commu-
nity Preservation District.

The city Environmen-
tal Control Board judge 
fined the violator, who is 
the tenant there, but the 
punishment as set by law 
was so little that the civic 
leaders want the city to 
set much higher fines and 
require repair of any dam-
age.

Incidentally, the viola-
tor did the same thing in 
Staten Island in 2005.

Other issues which 
QCC is opposed to are the 
proposal to legalize some 
basement apartments, cre-
ation of a row house zoning 
district and stopping the 
building of hotels in resi-
dential neighborhoods.

GOOD AND BAD 
NEWS: It seems that the 
multimillion-dollar ad-

vertising campaign by 
the charter school lobby 
has paid off in the new 
state budget. Money which 
should go to public schools 
seems to be going to char-
ter schools.

It is interesting that 
the charter school lobby 
stopped the state Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli from 
auditing them yet they 
pressured for more public 
money.

I wonder if he would 
have discovered exactly 
how few English as a Sec-
ond Language, special need 
and problem children are 
in these schools. The lack of 
these children make their 
scores look good.

It is interesting that 15 
charter school heads earn 
more than $200,000 a year, 
and that does not include 
perks.

COLUMNS

Bob
Harris

■

William
Lewis

■

JOHN CATSIMATIDIS
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here is a tendency 
among too many 
public officials these 
days to ignore or den-

igrate the good work their 
predecessors may have 
done. I fear our new mayor 
is an example of that. That 
does not make for effective 
governing.

As spring has arrived, 
the mayor at last named 
a new city Parks commis-
sioner. Mitchell J. Silver, 
a native of Brooklyn who 
called Prospect Park his 
front yard, is a well-known 
urban planner who recent-
ly served as president of the 
American Planning Asso-
ciation.

He is a graduate of 
Pratt Institute and has a 

master’s in urban plan-
ning from Hunter College. 
He worked for the city for 
some years, had a private 
practice that involved New 
York City projects and was 
a top planning official in 
Washington, D.C., and Ra-
leigh, N.C.

Adrian Benepe, the 
city’s longest-serving Parks 
commissioner, is now a top 
executive in the prestigious 
and effective Trust for Pub-
lic Land, but he continues 
to live and work in New 
York and is involved in the 
study of what to do with the 
forgotten spur of the Long 
Island Rail Road. During 
his tenure, he had fine sup-
port from Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg.

Let us hope that kind 
of help from City Hall will 
continue.

During Benepe’s ten-
ure, we had the largest pro-
gram of park improvements 
and renovations since the 
days of Robert Moses in the 

1930s. Volunteers, civic or-
ganizations and communi-
ty groups aided the effort. 
We are nearing the end of 
the Million Tree Project.

Benepe once said, 
“What separates a great 
city from an OK city are 
great parks and public 
spaces.”

We have many of these 

in Queens but not nearly 
enough, and keeping them 
usable and inviting is a 
constant job.

Parks serves 29,000 
acres, 730 added in the last 
decade. There are more 
than 1,000 playgrounds, 
660 ballfields, 550 tennis 
courts, 63 swimming pools, 
35 recreation centers, 14 

miles of beaches and more 
than 2,500,000 street and 
park trees.

Imagine if every one 
of those had local people 
helping to care for them all. 
Queens has been a place of 
civic involvement. Every 
sitting area, every green-
space — large or small — 
should have that kind of 
concern for its existence.

The new Parks com-
missioner — backed by the 
mayor — should make it a 
priority to get that kind of 
civic engagement through-
out the city. There should 
not be a Tale of Two Cities 
about the greenery we all 
need.

In this respect, Queens 
could lead the way in show-
ing what civic involvement 
can do.

Let’s start, for exam-
ple, with all the greenspac-
es around Borough Hall — 
once all the construction is 
finished, of course. Let’s get 
that fountain going again, 

even without Civic Virtue 
guarding it.

Let’s look at places like 
Atlantic Avenue, which 
cuts through so much of 
our borough and could use 
a good deal of green help. 
All the communities along 
that route, working togeth-
er, could make it a green 
boulevard.

It can be done. It should 
be done.

But will it?
We are a great city. 

In my jingoistic view, the 
greatest in the universe. 
Let’s show it in our green-
spaces. In One Greener and 
Greener city.

As Benepe commented 
on Silver’s appointment, 
he said of the mayor’s com-
ments about inequity, “If 
there is a perceived lack of 
equity in how funding is 
spread around, that’s easy 
to fix. It can be done by the 
mayor talking to the Parks 
commissioner.”

Q
ueens’ political na-
ture has changed 
dramatically from 
a decade ago. A year 

after a round of redistrict-
ing has been completed, 
immigrant communities 
in the borough continue to 
flourish and old City Coun-
cil districts have grown or 
shifted with new residents.

I spoke with James 
Hong, civic participation 
coordinator at the MinK-
won Center for Community 
Action, about the communi-
ty-based frustrations with 
the redistricting process, 
as well as policy initiatives 
that could potentially im-
prove the enfranchisement 
of immigrant communities 
in Queens.

The MinKwon Center 
in Flushing, along with a 
dozen other Asian-Ameri-
can community organiza-
tions, formed the Asian 
American Community 
Coalition on Redistricting 
and Democracy to pres-
ent a unified platform on 
redistricting of neighbor-
hoods with concentrations 
of Asian Americans.

“We put together a pan-
Asian coalition because we 
saw that many neighbor-
hoods with flourishing 
Asian-American communi-
ties were being effectively 
left out of the democratic 
process,” said Hong, de-
scribing ACCORD’s efforts.

The coalition had 
brought large numbers to 
various public hearings on 
Queens’ federal, state and 
Council districts.

Regarding the Council 
process, Hong expressed 
concerns over the impar-
tiality of the city District-
ing Commission, which 

was comprised of 15 indi-
viduals, eight picked by the 
Council and seven by the 
mayor’s office. He believes 
incumbency and politi-
cal considerations shaped 
results in Bayside, where 
there is a large Korean-
American community.

“Bayside was one of 
the parts of Queens that 
was most disrespected by 
this process,” Hong noted.

Hong thinks former 
Councilman Dan Halloran, 
who was vocal about the 
area, influenced the com-
mission’s decision on the 
district lines for Bayside, 
which was split into the 
19th and 23rd Council Dis-
tricts.

“It was clearly by 
someone who didn’t have 
the community’s best inter-
ests in mind,” Hong noted, 
referring to the subsequent 
indictment of Halloran on 
corruption charges after 
the redistricting process 
was complete.

Richmond Hill, anoth-
er Queens neighborhood 
targeted by ACCORD, had 
more of a mixed result.

Richmond Hill, which 
had been historically and 
arbitrarily divided by two 
districts, had its lines ad-
justed to better reflect the 
cultural and economic na-
ture of the neighborhood. 
Lefferts Boulevard no lon-
ger serves as the boundary 
and the core of the neigh-
borhood is now captured in 
the 28th Council District.

“The lines there are 
not perfect,” said Hong, 
“but it clearly took into ac-
count of the community’s 
concerns around Lefferts 
Boulevard.”

Speaking from his 
current role at MinKwon 
Center, Hong lauds Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s initiative 
to issue municipal identi-
fication cards to the city’s 
residents, including un-
documented immigrants. 
A lack of identification pre-

vents access to a number of 
city services and banking, 
as well as opening an indi-
vidual to potential abuse 
by employers who benefit 
from exploiting workers 
who cannot provide a form 
of identification.

A continuing prior-
ity for organizations such 
as MinKwon is ensuring 
compliance with the Voting 
Rights Act.

“ Kore a n-A mer ic a n 
voters are among the least 
likely to be English pro-
ficient,” said Hong. “We 
are glad that the Board of 
Elections has made greater 
effort to recruit bilingual 
interpreters and poll work-
ers.”

Hong also tackled the 
thorny issue of allowing 
legal permanent residents 
the right to vote in local 
elections.

“In a place like New 
York City, where so many 
individuals are here and 
are invested in being here, 

the representation is for ev-
eryone and the mayor is the 
mayor of all,” he continued. 
“When such a huge segment 
of your population has no 
say in the representation 
but are being governed by 
them, you have to think 
about ways that people can 
have representation.”

“The designation of 
who can vote has always 
been a reflection of politi-
cal and cultural norms,” 
asserted Hong. “Women 
were not voting only a few 
decades ago, and before that 
blacks and other minor-
ity populations were disen-
franchised. It’s being for-
getful to think that today’s 
‘citizen’ status is somehow 
an immutable law in terms 
of voting rights.”

For neighborhoods 
that grow or change, the 
enfranchisement of immi-
grant voters would change 
the way political represen-
tatives regard their dis-
tricts.

Queens should lead the city on being green-friendly

Group looks out for voting rights of Asians in Queens

New Voices

Mayor Bill de Blasio (r.) introduces new city Parks 
Commissioner Mitchell Silver earlier this month. 

Photo by Rob Bennett/mayor’s office

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■
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Fresh Fruit Smoothies for only $1.00 All Day
    Sunday, April 13

A sweet deal to welcome Spring

Edible Arrangements, the #1 name in fresh fruit arrangements, welcomes Spring with a sweet deal on their delicious 
smoothies.  Owners, Limor and Sylvia and their fabulous staff want to give everyone the chance to try the products 
available in their fresh fruit lineup.  From arrangements to smoothies, there is something for everyone!

Sunday, April, 13, stop by for an Edible Arrangements smoothie for just $1.00

BROOKLYN

QUEENS

The newest addition to their smoothie line includes Chocolate Indulgence® flavors as well as several kale recipes.  
Some of the most popular selections include Chocolate-Strawberry and Pineapple-Kale. Stop in to try one of the 9 new 
flavors or one of the tried and true smoothies, all created with fresh fruit. Starting at just $3.95, Edible Arrangements 
fresh fruit smoothies are a refreshing way to say goodbye to winter and welcome spring.
With over 1,100 locations worldwide, you can pick up one of their fresh fruit products at your local store or send 
one across the country. Ask about Edible Arrangements fundraising opportunities and business gifting solutions. With 
spring in the air and delicious fresh fruit, this is sure to be The. Best. Year. Ever. More information is available at or 
online at edible.com.

Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and other marks mentioned herein are registered trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. © 2014 Edible Arrangements, LLC.  All r ights reserved.

Introducing new Fresh Fruit Smoothies

Fresh, Tasty,
TRENDY

 AND Blendy

A sweet deal to welcome Spring
Fresh Fruit Smoothies for only $1.00 All Day
    Sunday, April 13

Drivers must fight city’s plan for congestion pricing

he highway robber 
barons are at it again. 
“Congestion pricing” 
has now morphed 

into the euphemistic “Fair 
Tolling and Transportation 
Reinvestment Plan.”

Call it what you will, 
but it is the same heavy-
handed, tax-collecting 
scheme as proposed in the 
past, except the current it-
eration is far more insidi-
ous. Proponents of the fair 
tolling plan are relentlessly 
pushing for this new fiscal 
burden to be placed on the 
shoulders of the motoring 
public.

Instead of seeking to 
reduce the outrageously 

high tolls we now pay to 
travel within our own city, 
the architects of the “un-
fair” tolling boondoggle are 
seeking to impose them on 
the free East River bridges 
and forever end the few re-
maining toll-free crossings 
that have survived for more 
than 100 years.

Will this be the year 
it ends? The proponents of 
this plan are methodically 
building support while the 
motoring public is asleep 
at the wheel. This is your 
wake-up call.

The smoke and mir-
rors being used to sell this 
scheme is the promise of 
lower tolls on some of the 
lesser-used bridges in our 
city. How long will it take 
before those tolls are raised 
again to satisfy the city’s 
insatiable appetite for more 
revenue?

Only then, we will 
be trapped with the same 
high tolls we have now, but 

they will also be on our 
previously free East River 
crossings. Do not be fooled 
by the snake oil salesmen 
promising you lower tolls 
and a new revenue stream 
for transportation. We have 
heard it before.

First it was the $15 city 
Auto Use Tax imposed on 
every vehicle registration 
in the city to help fund local 
transportation. Soon that 
was not enough, so they 
added another $25 to it and 
called it the Metropolitan 
Commuter Transportation 
District Supplemental Reg-
istration Fee.

When this was no 
longer sufficient to pro-
vide a sustainable funding 
source, the MTA Sales Tax 
surcharge was imposed and 
added to the city’s already 
high sales tax. We were 
told this would finally cre-
ate the sustainable revenue 
stream that was needed.

Soon, it was not enough 

and the “MTA Mobility 
Tax,” an income tax burden 
on self-employed individu-
als, was created to provide 
the revenue stream. Fast-
forward a few years and 
here we are again, being 
told that the Fair Tolling 
and Transportation Rein-
vestment Plan will provide 
the sustainable funding 
stream the Auto Use Tax, 
MTA Sales Tax, Metropoli-
tan Commuter Transporta-
tion District Supplemental 
Registration Fee and the 
MTA Mobility Income Tax 
have failed to do.

If we have not learned 
the lessons from the past, 
we are sure to repeat them 
again in the future.

And this tolling shake-
down does not stop at the 
bridges and tunnels. An 
invisible toll booth will be 
erected along 60th Street in 
Manhattan. Every time you 
cross it, you will be hit with 
an additional $7.50 toll.

Travel into Manhat-
tan for a show, doctor’s ap-
pointment or to visit while 
crossing 60th Street, and 
it will cost you $7.50. Cross 
it again on your way to an 
uptown restaurant and it 
is another $7.50. Cross it 
again once more on your 
way home and your total 
Manhattan toll is $22.50!

This is highway rob-
bery and the robber barons 
are our elected officials who 
are poised to support this 
insanity. City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens), a senior member 
of the Council and previ-
ously a reliable opponent 
of congestion pricing, now 
favors the toll plan, saying 
it will bring transportation 
improvements and lower 
tolls on the lesser-used 
bridges.

He should know better 
and understand that the 
well is dry and we simply 
cannot afford to hand over 

more of our money through 
higher tolls. Many of us in 
the other outerboroughs 
do not have reliable trans-
portation alternatives and 
must use our own vehicles.

The proponents of 
this plan are methodically 
building support for it. Do 
not remain asleep at the 
wheel. It is imperative that 
every driver reading this 
must call their Council 
member and tell them to 
oppose this tolling boon-
doggle and keep our East 
River crossings free.

If you do not know who 
your Council member is, 
visit council.nyc.gov/html/
members/members.shtml.

Let’s make sure the 
days of the highway robber 
barons do not return.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and a civic leader.

On Point
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Christ the King Musical Theatre Group to Open 
Two Week Production of Guys and Dolls

Chris the King High School’s Musical Theatre Group is set to open their tenth major musical 
production, Guys and Dolls. The show is one of the most popular in musical theater history 
and is currently planning for another major revival.  

The CK Musical Theatre Group has been hard at work for several months to perfect this 
adaptation of the show which features such popular tunes as “Luck Be a Lady”, “Sit Down 
you’re Rocking the Boat”, “I’ve Never Been in Love Before” and the title tune. The musical is a 
much-loved theater classic with hummable tunes, colorful action and hilarious situations.

In the past years, the CK Musical Theatre’s Production group has put on performances of 
Little Shop of Horrors, Into the Woods, Grease, Sweeney Todd, Phantom of the Opera, Pippin, 
and Disney’s Beauty and the Beast.  

The CK Musical Theatre Production will open their six show run of Guys and Dolls on Friday, 
April 4th. The production will conclude its performances on Sunday, April 13th. Tickets are 
available for general public purchase by visiting www.showtix4u.com or www.ctkny.org

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Community members 
and borough leaders ap-
plauded an announcement 
from Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio and U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) last week 
that a new leadership team 
will take over the Build 
It Back recovery efforts 
throughout the city as 
Queens residents continue 
to rebuild homes they lost 
in Superstorm Sandy.

De Blasio visited the 
Rockaways Saturday to 
introduce three people he 
appointed to help fast-track 
the rebuilding program he 
said was not effective under 
the previous administra-
tion because too much fed-
eral bureaucracy stopped 
city residents from getting 
the money they needed.

The mayor named Bill 
Goldstein, a former Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority official who also 
previously served as CEO 
of the city School Construc-

tion Authority, as Build It 
Back’s overall leader in the 
role of senior adviser for 
recovery, resiliency and in-
frastructure.

De Blasio appointed ex-
perienced nonprofit leader 
Amy Peterson to direct the 
office of housing recovery, 
and Staten Island engineer 
Daniel Zarrilli will lead 
the office of recovery and 
resiliency. He said these 
new appointments, along 
with $100 million in funds 
that were reallocated to 
help with Sandy rebuilding 
efforts, are the first steps 
toward making sure those 
who lost their homes in the 
storm finally get the help 
they need.

“I want to thank Mayor 
de Blasio and Sen. Schumer 
for their efforts and inten-
tions to assist my constitu-
ents still recovering from 
the aftermath and devas-
tation from Superstorm 
Sandy,” said state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach), who represents a 

large portion of the south-
ern Queens residents who 
were affected by the 2012 
storm. “The most impor-
tant step was to acknowl-
edge that the Build It Back 
program was not working 
for most of my constitu-
ents throughout Howard 
Beach, Hamilton Beach, 
Broad Channel, Rockaway 
and Breezy Point and that 
changes were necessary.”

The mayor said over 
the last three months his 
administration has been 
working to improve Build 

It Back, a city program 
created in June to help ho-
meowners, landlords and 
tenants return to their San-
dy-damaged houses and 
apartments. He pledged 
that every home destroyed 
by the storm would be re-
built, regardless of the 
owner’s income or previous 
prioritization rating.

Those who had applied 
for Build It Back had been 
given priority levels from 
one to three depending on 
storm damage and income 
level, with Priority 1 appli-

cants having the highest 
financial need and whose 
properties sustained the 
most damage.

“This is what people 
have been waiting for,” de 
Blasio said. “From Day One 
of my administration, this 
has been a priority, to get 
critical funds finally going 
where they belong, to the 
hands of deserving New 
Yorkers.”

The mayor’s move to 
progress Build It Back was 
also praised by religious 
leaders citywide, who say 

they have seen not only the 
physical but also the emo-
tional toll the storm has 
taken on homeowners and 
their families since it made 
landfall in New York nearly 
a year and a half ago.

“After 17 months of 
ministering to families 
whose lives and homes 
were destroyed by Sandy, 
we’re enthusiastic about 
these urgently needed im-
provements to the city’s 
recovery strategy,” said 
Bishop James I. Clark Jr., 
co-chairman of the Faith 
in New York religious lead-
ers group. “Thousands of 
families in our communi-
ties have been suffering 
unnecessarily, awaiting 
help from the city to re-
build their homes and their 
lives. We support Mayor de 
Blasio’s commitment to ad-
dress not only the ongoing 
immediate crisis but also 
create long-term resiliency 
by reducing racial and eco-
nomic inequality through 

Mayor Bill de Blasio (c.) shakes hands with Bill Goldstein, who will serve as senior advisor to the may-
or for recovery, resiliency, and infrastructure. Photo by Christina Santucci

De Blasio praised for new Sandy recovery efforts

Continued on Page 58

- Lonnie Weigel

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Aura Agudelo Rivera
Student of Distinction
April 2014
Cathedral High School
New York, NY
This month’s Student of Distinction, Aura 
Agudelo Rivera, was originally from Colombia 
and came to New York when she was nine 
years old. Unable to speak a single word of 
English, the tenacity and desire to acclimate 
into the culture and language of her new home 
was met with success. She says that initially, “I 
would stay longer after school studying new 
words and would improve my pronunciation by 
talking in English at home.” 

Her efforts have been rewarded tenfold. 
Today, Aura is the top-ranked student and 
a proud earner of an Advanced Regent’s 
Diploma at Cathedral High School. She has 
maintained a 4.0 average and was inducted 
into the National Honor Society. Aura was 
also selected for membership into Cathedral 
Scholars, a club that focuses on exploring 
enriching academic programs.

Aura chose to apply to Cathedral H.S. 
due to its strong health program. Cathedral 
High School offers a special program – 
Medical Gateways – for college-bound 
students who wish to pursue a profession in 
a health care field. Students in the program 
are required to take yearly health classes, 
maintain an 80% average, and complete 
volunteer work. 

 Through Medical Gateways, Aura 
received first-hand experience in a variety 
of health care settings. These include Beth 
Israel Medical Center Surgical Cardiac 
Intensive Care Unit and NYU Medical 
Center, and Cornell Medical College.

At Beth Israel, according to Alice D’Orazi, 
RN MS, “Aura completed a year-long 
internship where she was lauded for her 
professionalism, caring, and dedication 
to the patients and staff. While there, she 
was invited to observe multiple surgeries 
including cardiac bypass and mitral valve 

replacement, allowing her integration of 
academic learning with bedside care.” 
She also witnessed a mastectomy, and a 
laparoscopic procedure.

At NYU Medical Center she was 
a member of the Explorers Program.  
While there, explains Danielle Tourdo, 
Guidance Counselor, “Aura was exposed 
to the responsibilities of a nutritionist and 
laboratory pathologist.”

The third health-related program in which 
she was engaged was Cornell Medical 
College Health Professions Recruitment 
Program.  During her participation, Aura 
enhanced her knowledge of medical 
terminology and basic medicine, while 
rendering desiccated cadavers and 
anatomical structures. 

Aura was also accepted to and attended 
the highly competitive The Cooper Union 
Summer Internship Program.  Her study 
at The Cooper Union Summer Internship 
Program centered on comparing the 
movement of heat in a computer simulation 
and in an experimental level.  

Aura’s drive, motivation and determination 
are not limited to the sciences. During the 
school year, she participates in the Art 
club and is a member and contributor of 
the school newspaper, Arbutus, and the 
yearbook. 

In addition, she was a member of 
the Upward Bound Program at John 
Jay College.  Upward Bound provides 
fundamental support to participants in 
their preparation for college entrance. 
The program provides opportunities for 
participants to succeed in their precollege 
performance and ultimately in their higher 
education pursuits. 

It is with pleasure that Ms D’Orazi says, 
“Ms Agudelo Rivera is a grounded, well-
rounded student maintaining her GPA while 
participating in several school programs. 
Her many qualities and accomplishments 
shine through her quiet demeanor. Her 
colleagues find her most approachable and 
hold her in high regard.”

Guidance Counselor Tourdo also holds 
Aura in high regard. She says, ‘On a 
personal level, I have found Aura to be a 
warm, caring and thoughtful individual. She 
is highly respected and liked by both her 
peers and the faculty. Aura is to begin her 
studies in pursuit of her dreams. Knowing 
her drive and uncompromising commitment 
to academic excellence, I am confident that 
she will continue to excel in her academic 
work and will be successful in all her 
future endeavors. She is a true student of 
distinction.”

And what does Aura see for her future? 
She explains, “When stability comes, I 
hope that I can give back to the community, 
so that girls and boys who have the same 
dreams as me will one day accomplish 
them, too. As a surgeon I plan to be 
involved in the development of better ways 
to reach out to those in need of medical 
assistance but who cannot afford it. One of 
my goals is to join an aid organization in 
the United States where doctors volunteer 
and travel to different third-world countries 
to help those who need them the most. I 
hope to bring a grain of change to this 
world that so very much needs it.”

We are confident her hope will be 
realized.

©
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BY BILL PARRY

Elmhurst Hospital 
Center officials joined com-
munity and elected leaders 
to celebrate a new $16.3 mil-
lion Women’s Pavilion with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
last Friday.

The outpatient health 
care facility expands access 
to prenatal and obstetrical 
services for women while 
relieving a tremendous 
overcrowding situation at 
one of the city’s busiest hos-
pitals.

“Given our 500,000 
ambulatory care patients 
a year, this will help us a 
great deal,” city Health and 
Hospitals Corp.’s Senior 
Vice President Chris Con-
stantino said.

Constantino was being 
conservative, according to 
one insider, who said the 
number is closer to 700,000 
in addition to 130,000 emer-
gency room visits. The 
17,370-square-foot, two-

story addition, at 78-20 41st 
Ave., adjacent to the hos-
pital’s main building, will 
start accepting patients 
June 1.

The Women’s Pavil-
ion will offer a variety of 
services throughout the 
state-of-the-art facility’s 
18 examination rooms and 
provide space for classes in 

childbirth, breast-feeding, 
nutrition and diabetes edu-
cation.

Hospital Executive 
Director Dr. Jasmin Mo-
shipur said, “This was my 
dream for 40 years and I’m 
glad it was built before my 
retirement. Obstetric pa-
tients don’t come by them-
selves — mothers, mother-

in-laws, sisters, cousins. 
Now we have room for ev-
eryone.”

The new facility will 
provide 15 percent greater 
capacity in patient volume 
while adding 5 percent an-
nual growth in service 
capacity over a five-year 
period, according to Con-
stantino.

The $16.3 million proj-
ect was financed through 
the state, the mayor’s office 
and the City Council.

“This is just another 
step in the journey to ex-
cellence,” former Council-
woman Helen Sears said.

She drove fund-raising 
efforts over the years with 
the help of Councilwoman 

Julissa Ferreras (D-Coro-
na), who allocated $1 mil-
lion for the project.

“As a new mother, I 
am extremely pleased that I 
was able to contribute to the 
creation of the Women’s Pa-
vilion,” Ferreras said. “For 
many of my constituents, 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 
is the premier destination 
to receive health care ser-
vices, and I am proud that 
with this new addition, 
they will be able to further 
serve the needs of our most 
deserving patients: expect-
ant mothers.

“Because women often 
spend so much of their time 
caring for other people, I 
take great pride in know-
ing that there will now be 
a dedicated place wherein 
they can be taken care of by 
skilled staff in a high-qual-
ity, state-of-the-art facility. 
I am happy to see women’s 
health being made a prior-
ity right here in my very 
own district.”

Health care officials and political leaders cut the ribbon at Elmhurst Hospital Center’s new Women’s Pavilion. 
Photo courtesy Daniel Dromm

Elmhurst Hospital gets new pavilion for women

NOTICE OF
NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY

AS TO STUDENTS
The Cambria School of Excellence, Inc. admits students of
any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights,
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or

made available to students at the school. It does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic

origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and

other school-administered programs.

CAMBRIA  SCHOOLCAMBRIA  SCHOOL

6TH – 8TH GRADES

Get exclusive 
Prep-School Education without 

The high cost and Manhattan commute.

CAMBRIA SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE

 Rigorous Academic Programs
 Cultivates Self-Confidence, Leadership, 

     Character & Excellence
 French, Spanish, Mandarin
 Latin/Public Speaking/Entrepreneurship
 Piano/Strings and Band
 Chartered by NYS Education Dept.

233-10 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, NY 11411
718-341-1991ext. 231 ~ Call for an appointment.

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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BY BILL PARRY
Li Ping traveled to 

Jackson Heights from her 
home in Flushing to be the 
face of City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm’s (D-Jack-
son Heights) new campaign 
to raise awareness about 
the merits of U-Visas for 
immigrant victims of vio-
lent crime.

After the 66-year-old 
emigre from China was 
brutally attacked in 1997 
and had her throat slashed, 
she had a difficult time 
securing her U-Visa until 
Dromm intervened.

In October 2000, Con-
gress created the U-Visa 
with the passage of the Vic-
tims of Trafficking and Vi-
olence Protection Act. The 
visa grants immigrants 
who are victims of serious 
crimes up to four years of 
temporary working status 
that can lead to a green 
card and eventually citi-

zenship.
“Ms. Li was the victim 

of a violent crime not far 
from where we stand to-
day,” Dromm said outside 
his office on Monday, at 
37-32 75th St. “The NYPD 
initially gave her a hard 
time when she asked for 
certification of the crime. 
When they finally gave her 
the certification, it had the 
wrong birth date on it.”

Dromm said he got 
no cooperation from the 
Bloomberg administration, 
particularly Police Com-
missioner Ray Kelly.

“The NYPD should 
not be putting obstacles in 
people’s way of getting a U-
Visa,” Dromm said.

In 1997, two men as-
saulted Li in Elmhurst and 
slit her throat. Throughout 
the investigation she coop-
erated with the NYPD in 
an effort to catch her at-
tackers, who were never ap-

prehended, but her efforts 
went unrewarded until the 
de Blasio administration 
took over in January.

She was finally grant-

ed her U-Visa earlier this 
year and is finally on the 
path to permanent citizen-
ship, a process that will 
probably take four more 

years.
“This happens often 

and it’s time for a change,” 
Dromm said. “I admire her 
for her bravery and cour-
age. She was willing to do 
this press conference so 
other immigrants become 
aware that if they are the 
victims of violent crimes, 
they should cooperate 
with police investigations 
instead of fearing deporta-
tion.”

Li Ping’s attorney, Dan-
iel Worontzoff, said, “With-
out the protection that a U-
Visa offers, undocumented 
immigrants would be easy 
targets for predatory crimi-
nals. With the dedication of 
individuals in law enforce-
ment and government, like 
Councilman Dromm, the U-
Visa program can operate 
effectively.”

Carrey Wong, an at-
torney with the New York 
Asian Women’s Center who 

helped with Li Ping’s case, 
said, “The U-Visa is a pow-
erful option for undocu-
mented survivors. It helps 
reclaim power from their 
abusers, many of whom 
dangled the survivor’s im-
migration status in front of 
them as an ongoing threat. 
The U-Visa also empowers 
the survivor to be a part 
of the solution by taking 
perpetrators of domestic 
violence and sexual assault 
off the streets, preventing 
them from harming oth-
ers.”

Wong’s New York 
Asian Women’s Center is 
based in Elmhurst but nev-
er gives out its address so 
perpetrators cannot track 
down their victims, accord-
ing to Dromm.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Li Ping joins Councilman Daniel Dromm to share her experience as 
and immigrant victim of violent crime. Photo by Bill Parry

Crime victim helps Dromm spread word to immigrants 
Asian woman granted U-Visa because she cooperated with police to track felons who slashed her

Forest Hills Child Care Center offers UPK and Wraparound all within a Full-Day Program, following the New York State 
pre-kindergarten foundation for the Common Core. Reviewed highly by the Department of Education. Forest Hills Child 
Care Center is one of the community’s oldest and most trusted child care programs.

TIME TO ENROLL! UPK 2014-2015
FOREST HILLS CHILD CARE CENTER

Small classes  AND INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION Small classes  AND INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION 

fessional, Bilingual  STAFF  (Russian, Hebrew, Spanish)  Professional, Bilingual  STAFF  (Russian, Hebrew, Spanish) All Group teachers have Masters degrees

Nutritious  KOSHER BREAKFAST AND SNACKS

LARGE outdoor  AREA AND MATTED PLAYGROUND 

Enriched  EDUCATIONAL CURRICULUM   Specialists in music, movement, and science
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SummerSummerDayDayCampCamp
Our                    Low Prices &  

Our Upcoming Open House Dates:
April 12, 12pm to 3pm

 

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorsports.com

718.758.7518

Aviator Sports and Events Center April 15, 3pm to 6pm

April 18, 3pm to 6pm April 27, 12pm to 3pm

��
�

2014

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntingon Area

(631) 760-9791

heeee 
ArrA eaeaeaaaaae
79191

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  
Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Western Suffolk, Nassau, and Queens
Residential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com

COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY 

MORE?

1-800-BUY-FENCE
ssss

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

SALE!  ORDER NOW!!!
EARLY INSTALLATIONS AVAILABLE
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A second Manhat-
tan man was convicted in 
the 2011 fatal shooting of 
Queensbridge native and 
high school hoops star Tay-
shana “Chicken” Murphy, 
the Manhattan district at-
torney said Tuesday.

A state Supreme Court 
jury found Robert Carta-
gena guilty of second-de-
gree murder, first-degree 
burglary and two counts 
of criminal possession of a 
weapon, DA Cyrus Vance 
Jr. said.

Cartagena, 22, is ex-
pected to be sentenced April 
28, according to the DA.

In June, 24-year-old 
Tyshawn “Ta Ta” Brock-
ington was found guilty in 
18-year-old Murphy’s mur-
der and later sentenced to 
25 years to life in state pris-
on, the DA said.

“Tayshana Murphy 
was only 18 years old and 

dreamed of playing profes-
sional basketball when she 
was shot to death by Robert 
Cartagena and Tyshawn 
Brockington,” Vance said 
in a statement. “We have 
seen too many innocent vic-
tims lose their lives — and 
too many families griev-
ing loved ones — because 
of senseless feuds between 
young people who wreak 
havoc in their neighbor-
hoods.”

Cartagena and Brock-
ington, both of the Manhat-
tanville Houses in Harlem, 

were involved in a fight 
with rivals from the Grant 
Houses Sept. 10, 2011, the 
night before the shooting, 
the DA said.

At about 4 a.m. the 
next morning, the pair 
headed over to the Grant 
Houses, where a group of 
teenagers, including Mur-
phy, were standing outside. 
The group ran inside the 
building, where Murphy 
was shot three times in the 
building’s fourth-floor hall-
way, the DA said.

Cartagena and Brock-
ington later fled to South 
Carolina, where they were 
apprehended 10 days later 
and brought back to New 
York to face murder charg-
es, according to Vance.

Murphy, a Murry Berg-
traum basketball standout, 
had moved with her fam-
ily to Manhattan from the 
Queensbridge Houses sev-
eral years before she was 
killed.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Cops posing online as 
a teenage girl arrested a 
teacher who works at the 
Jamaica High School cam-
pus earlier last week on 
charges of being a sexual 
predator, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said.

Police claim Monsur 
Khan, 30, allegedly showed 
up to meet “Sara” after 
sending numerous explicit 
messages in February and 
March over the Internet to 
a person he believed to be 
a 14-year-old girl but who 

was actually an undercover 
vice detective, DA Richard 
Brown said.

“This case should once 
again serve as a reminder 
that sexual predators are 
cruising the Internet in 
search of vulnerable vic-
tims,” Brown said. “De-
spite numerous publicized 
arrests for exactly this type 
of alleged behavior, sexual 
predators continue to be 
relentless in searching the 
Internet for victims. Do not 
let your child become one of 
them. Parents must moni-

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Queens immigration 
advocates joined federal 
and state lawmakers in 
front of Flushing Town 
Hall last week to rally for 
comprehensive immigra-
tion reform.

“Comprehensive im-
migration reform is good 
for our economy and is the 

right thing to do to help 
those who play by the rules 
but risk being deported 
through no fault of their 
own,” U.S. Rep. Steve Is-
rael (D-Melville) said. “The 
votes are there to pass the 
bill, but Speaker Boehner 
must allow us to vote on 
it.”

The U.S. Senate passed 
a bill last year that would 

provide undocumented im-
migrants with a path to citi-
zenship, but House Speaker 
John Boehner (R-0hio) nev-
er brought the legislation to 
the floor for a vote.

Israel announced 170 
House Democrats have 
signed a petition, demand-
ing Boehner allow a vote.

“We cannot wait an-

ROBERT CARTAGENA

Israel calls for vote on immigration reform

Hillside teacher arrested: Brown

Teen’s killer convicted: DA
MAKE SURE THE REST 

OF YOUR LIFE IS THE 

BEST OF YOUR LIFE.

 2.25% APY*

5, 6, or 7 Year IRA CD

3 Year Bump Up IRA CD**

 1.35% APY*

Open an IRA today. Deposit $2,000 or more and receive 
a free luggage tag or 100 Ridgewood Reward points.†

Bring this ad to one of our branches and you could 
win a $500 JetBlue gift card.***

*  Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective January 27, 2014 and are subject to change without notice. Minimum deposit is $500. There is

 a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for  premature withdrawals. FDIC regulations apply.**  You have the one-time option, at any time during 

the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term.† Limit 

one gift per IRA account holder. Offer available for new IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2014. Minimum deposit to qualify 

for gift is $2,000 and CD term must be at least one year. The bank reserves the right to substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Check 

www.RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection.*** Odds of winning depend upon number of entries. You do not need to be a bank 

customer to enter. Must be 18 years old or older to participate. One entry per person during the contest period (February 12 - April 15, 2014) is 

permitted. Drawing will take place on May 1, 2014. Entrants need not be present to win. No purchase necessary to win; entry forms are available 

at any Ridgewood Savings Bank branch and are available during normal branch hours. To enter by mail, write name, address and phone number 

on a 3”x 5” index card and mail to: Marketing Department, Ridgewood Savings Bank, 71-02 Forest Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385. Mailed entries 

must be received by 12pm on April 15, 2014. Employees, Trustees and agents of Ridgewood Savings Bank, their immediate families and those 

living in the same household of any of the aforementioned individuals are not eligible to participate. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. BXT

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54

Hillside Arts and Letters 
Academy is located within the 
Jamaica High School campus.
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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We are Members
We are

Checking
Money Market 
CDs 
IRAs
Online Banking

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

Auto Loans
Credit Cards
Mortgages
Personal Loans
Convenient ATMs

Who can join MCU?
 • Employees of the City of New York

 • Federal or State employees who work in the five boroughs

 • Employees of a hospital, nursing home, health facility, or their affiliates located in New York State

 •  Employees of a private or public college located in the City of New York or in the counties of  
Nassau, Suffolk, and Westchester

 • For our full list of employer groups visit nymcu.org/join

And remember...
 •  Retirees receiving a pension or annuity from one of the organizations that qualify for membership  

in MCU may be eligible.

 •  Family can also join. Immediate family members and individuals living in the same household  
of a member or person who is directly eligible for membership can join.

To join today, visit nymcu.org
Federally insured by NCUA
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By Bill Parry

One of the nation’s 
largest rock-climbing cen-
ters is back in action fol-
lowing an extended closure 
by the city.

The Hills at LIC re-
opened last week after the 
city Department of Build-
ings shut it down in Octo-
ber, just 20 days after its 
grand opening, because it 
did not have a valid certifi-
cate of occupancy in order.

“I feel like the weight 
of the world is off of my 
shoulders and we’ve been 
packing them in since last 
Wednesday,” owner Mike 
Wolfert said.

He claimed he failed 
to file the proper form that 
included a sign-off from 
an independent engineer 
attesting to the structural 
integrity of the mammoth 
gymnasium’s 30,000 square 
feet of climbing space. Some 

walls tower up to 60 feet.
The DOB lifted the va-

cate order March 27 after 
the facility underwent an 
extensive audit. Wolfert 
says his climbing walls 
were always up to code.

Wolfert has other com-
plications as well. The orig-
inal opening, scheduled 
for last May, was delayed 
because he allegedly bribed 
a city investigator who was 
posing as a building inspec-
tor. The city Department of 
Investigation is continuing 
to look into the matter and 
Wolfert could not comment 
on the case.

The center, at 11-11 
44th Drive, drew more than 
2,000 rock climbing enthu-
siasts for its grand opening 
in October.

“Only a very small 
percentage of the members 
h3ave canceled. Rock climb-
ers make a very tight com-
munity and they’ve been 

very supportive of me and 
The Cliffs,” Wolfert said.

He did not charge mem-
bers during the shutdown 
and Wolfert figures the de-
lays have cost him at least 
$500,000 in rent and salary. 

He kept his full-time work-
ers on the payroll during 
the May through March 
delays.

Wolfert enjoys the sup-
port of his neighbor Josh 
Bowen. The owner of John 

Brown Smokehouse, at 10-
43 44th Drive, said, “We’ve 
seen an increase in cus-
tomers the past week, so 
we’re happy as hell to have 
them back in the neighbor-
hood. We supported them 

through the good and bad, 
so they always send folks 
my way. Plus, people who 
are into physical exertion 
tend to eat like cavemen, 
so it’s perfect for us. We’ll 
make 44th Drive a destina-
tion now.”

Wolfert will plan a 
new grand opening as soon 
as he has the The Cliffs at 
LIC fully up to speed. In 
addition to the walls that 
can handle 500 climbers 
at a time, the center fea-
tures a gym equipped with 
strength-training equip-
ment and cardiovascular 
machines.

He is also set to launch 
a free after-school program 
for at-risk youth called 
“Climb Up.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

The Cliffs at LIC owner Mike Wolfert figures he has lost over $500,000 during closures by the 
Department of Buildings. Photo courtesy Mike Wolfert

The Cliffs at LIC finally allowed to open after delays
Owner, who says he lost $500K in battles with city Buildings Department, faces bribery probe
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Open House
Saturday, April 12 at 1 pm
High School Summer Workshops   July 7 - 25    July 28 - August 15  
Audio Recording, Filmmaking, Guitar, Musical Theatre, Vocal Ensembles  
 
College Summer Classes  June 2 – August 21
New & Transfer Students Welcome • Affordable Tuition    

Summer Graduate Classes  June 30 - August 21     
Two & Four Week Classes • New & Transfer Students Welcome     
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

When it comes to at-
tracting immigrants, the 
borough reigns supreme.

Population estimates 
released by the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau March 27 show 
Queens continued to attract 
the most international mi-
grants — 24,324 — among 
New York counties from 
July 2012 to July  2013.

Queens’ population 
grew 20,286 in the last year, 
mostly due to “natural” in-
creases buoyed by residents 
giving birth to enough ba-
bies to more than double 
the number of deaths in the 
borough. Newcomers ac-
counted for about 7,605 of 
the additions to Queens last 
year, with international 
migrants believed to have 
vastly outnumbered those 
leaving for other parts of 
the country.

Queens, now home to 
2,296,175 people, accord-
ing to census estimates, 
was second to Brooklyn in 
terms of which counties 
grew the most over the past 
year.

Andrew Beveridge, a 
professor of sociology at 
Queens College, said the 
data suggests a return to 
the pattern of more people 
moving to Queens than 
moving out, which was in-
terrupted by the Sept. 11 
attacks and 2008 financial 
crisis.

A drop in the net mi-
gration out of Queens un-
derscores the pull on young 
Americans from new hous-

ing developments in west-
ern Queens, according to 
Beveridge.

“Queens will get more 
yuppified,” he said. “They’ll 
be able to afford it.”

But Beveridge said he 
did not believe the influx or 
its anticipated inflation of 
housing costs would threat-
en immigrant enclaves in 
the borough.

“A lot of the New York-
ers that come in are quite 
accomplished,” he said, 
noting that foreign-born 
Asians tend to be born bet-
ter off than native whites in 
the borough.

Borough President 
Melinda Katz said the pop-
ulation increase shows the 

borough remains an attrac-
tive place to live and raise 
a family.

“The data also under-
line the fact that we need 
to act quickly to provide 
our fast growing popula-
tion with more housing 
opportunities, better trans-
portation and improved 
services for our immigrant 
community,” Katz said in a 
statement. “I will continue 
to strive to address these 
important priorities.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

The Unisphere in Flushing Meadows Corona Park is illuminated 
with blue light. Queens attracted the most international migrants 
— 24,324 — of New York counties over one year, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau.

Census stats indicate borough
draws most immigrants in city Play   
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ON US!  
Join Today & Earn FREE Play
 

 

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in free 

play and a $10 dining voucher. 
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up 

and redeem for your rewards!

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in freemember and receive $15 in free

play and a $10 dining voucher.
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up

em for your rewards!

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY.

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

Simply earn 25 points 
and redee

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take     or Q37.  
Locate Your Free Shuttle: www.RWRedExpress.com

CAREERS FOR THE
21ST CENTURY!
� C�URT RE��RT�N�
   (REALTIME WRITING)

� C���E	 C
�T��N�N�

� �
R
�E�
�
� �E	�C
� ����CE
  ��EC�
���T

� E
�T �N��R�
T��N TECN����YNEW
PROGRAM

E

��
����C��CE

T
�����������������������������������������YYYYYYYYY

�������	
�
�����
�������
��
�
�����������
�

Call 212���2����2 � www.nyci.edu
���� E���	�
 � S������ C������ � ��
��� � C���	����� P��
����

11 �
R� ��
CE� NYC (Conveniently Located in Lower Manhattan)
For Disclosure Information, view Program Details @ nyci.edu

NYCI
established 1941

NEW YORK 
CAREER

INSTITUTE
T�e C���e�e �� �e��� � �edic�� ����e��i�n�.

��EN
�U�E

Wednesday, 4/2 11�� � ����"�
& Saturday, 4/5 11��

ci.eeeedddddddddduu

C���� 
�#��#� 
��y
12#�

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545

Find more 
listings at  

timesledger.com
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Christina Santucci 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Walter Karling
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$289

$3,850

$2,990 $700

$2,500

Low-E
Double Hung
Fully Welded

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.
Complete Removal
New Tar Paper/Shingles
All Debris Removed

(Fully Installed)
Fully Welded
Seamless Aluminium Gutters
100 LF

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.
Insulation Board & Corner Posts
Many Colors & Styles

Full Driveway
(up to 250 sq. ft.)

Other Services:

FREE Estimates, Call Today!

888.619.2677
www.gtcnyc.com
FULLY INSURED

NYC Lic. #1294395
Suffolk Lic. #47124-H

Nassau Lic. #H1778940000 

Call Today! 888.619.2677

GreenTree Construction, Inc.

 Fully Insured

 FREE In-Home Estimates

 Special Senior Citizen Discounts

GreenTree Construction was formed by contractors who come from generations of 
remodeling experience, applying their knowledge and experience together to form a 
company who excels in their fi eld of business. 

Our professional team of trained construction specialists can offer you excellent 
consultations on all your projects, whether it is an idea you have been interested in or a 
design that you fi nally want implemented.

$1,000 OFF

Our 2-Week Kitchen Includes:

$2,000 OFF

$500 OFF

Our 1-Week Bathroom Includes:



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND      AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2011 Acura RDX, 40k 1452 $20,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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BY BILL PARRY

The Vision Zero traffic safe-
ty plan will soon make its Queens 
debut at the Northern Boulevard 
intersection with 61st Street in 
Woodside, where Mayor Bill de 
Blasio first announced the initia-
tive Jan. 15.

Noshat Nahian, an 8-year-old 
student at PS 152, was struck and 
killed by a turning truck while 
crossing the dangerous six-lane 
roadway with his sister. They 
were on their way to class Dec. 20 
and there was no crossing guard 
assigned to the area.

The city Department of 
Transportation will begin a com-
prehensive redesign of the in-
tersection in the coming weeks, 
including the installation of two 
pedestrian safety islands to cre-
ate a safer crossing. The agency 
will implement traffic calming 
measures including school cross-
walks and safer, slower turns.

The DOT will ban left-hand 
turns onto 61st Street and it has 
already cut street parking to cre-
ate extra visibility for drivers 
making the left-hand turn onto 

Northern Boulevard that killed 
Noshat.

City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) pushed 
hard for the intersection’s inclu-
sion on the Vision Zero priority 
list of 50 locations throughout the 
city, holding several press events 
and tours for officials.

The newly installed major-
ity leader of the City Council also 
secured an additional crossing 
guard for PS 152.

“We must do everything pos-
sible to make sure that no child is 
ever harmed trying to cross the 
street to get to PS 152,” Van Bram-
er said. “We continue to mourn 
Noshat Nahian and we are as 
committed as ever to making Vi-
sion Zero in Woodside and New 
York City.”

In Albany, where state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
continues to fight for a law that 
would make it a felony for driv-
ers who drive with suspended li-
censes and kill or seriously injure 
someone in the process — legisla-
tion he introduced following the 
death of the PS 152 student — he 
reacted to the DOT’s efforts.

“I only wish these plans had 
been completed before the life of 
Noshat Nahian was so tragically 
lost,” Gianaris said. “We have far 
more to do to remove the dangers 
posed by our streets.”

On Monday morning, U.S. 
Rep. Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) announced legislation 
requiring states to address the 
increase in serious injuries and 

fatalities of pedestrians and cy-
clists.

Crowley touted his Pedes-
trian Fatalities Reduction Act of 
2014 at the Jackson Heights inter-
section on Northern Boulevard 
where 11-year-old Miguel Torres, 
was struck and killed by a dump 
truck in the shadows of his school, 
IS 145, last year.

“The recent string in traf-

fic-related deaths in and around 
Queens demands our immediate 
attention to find solutions,” Crow-
ley said. “That’s why I’m intro-
ducing a bill that requires states 
to do just that. We need to insure 
that federal highway safety funds 
at their disposal are put toward 
achieving our goal of reducing 
pedestrian fatalities to zero. It’s 
time to put an end to the tragedy 
on our streets.”

Elsewhere in Jackson 
Heights, the DOT erected metal 
fencing at a busy intersection 
where a woman was struck and 
killed by a city bus in February.

Martha Tibillin-Guamug, 25, 
was hit by a Q53 bus on Broadway 
near 74th Street and Roosevelt 
Avenue.

DOT spokesman Nicholas 
Mosquera said, “The agency con-
tinues to review the area for fur-
ther safety enhancements, and 
we welcome input from commu-
nity stakeholders on this.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley announces his new pedestrian safety legislation in Jackson 
Heights. Photo by Bill Parry

Vision Zero comes to Woodside, Jackson Hts.

For security purposes, bags may be checked.                      An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

Buy Tickets Online
AutoShowNY.com

Tickets are just $15, 
children $5

$2OFF
THE PRICE OF 
ADMISSION

VALID MONDAY - FRIDAY ONLY! April 21-25, 2014
Valid only with cash purchases. Present this coupon at 
ticket box office. Not valid toward admission for children. 
One coupon per person. Not to be combined with any 
other discount offer. 

Save on discount rail and 
show packages with LIRR 
and Metro-North at mta.info.
RECORDED INFO:  
800-282-3336
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Glendale may be one 
study closer to hosting a 
homeless shelter.

Several politicians 
said they learned the city 
Department of Homeless 
Services has begun the City 
Environmental Quality Re-
view Process for a proposed 
125-family shelter, at 78-16 
Cooper Ave., during a meet-
ing with the department’s 
Commissioner Gilbert Tay-
lor two weeks ago.

Although DHS did not 
give elected officials many 
details about the timeline, 
state Assemblyman An-
drew Hevesi’s (D-Forest 
Hill) chief of staff Alexan-
der Schnell said the city 
indicated it would hire a 
private firm to conduct 
the study to ensure it was 
unbiased. The quickest the 
agency could recall such 
a review being completed 
was nine months, accord-
ing to Schnell.

“To me, it is a valid 
question as to whether it’s 
environmentally sound,” 
said state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo Jr. (D-Howard Beach). 
“We were assured our 
concerns were being con-
sidered while they move 
ahead in the environmen-
tal study.”

DHS declined to com-
ment.

The review process 
examines potential adverse 
impacts of proposals and 
proposes measures to miti-
gate or prevent them.

The process includes 
the publication of a draft 
environmental impact 
statement, which contains 
technical analysis of the 
existing property condi-
tions and the future condi-
tions with or without the 
proposal being adopted. 
It concludes with a public 
hearing on the document 
and the release of a final-
ized environmental impact 
statement that incorporates 
public feedback.

Any related contract 
could not be sent to the city 
comptroller’s office for ap-

proval until the review is 
complete, elected officials 
said.

Glendale has spoken 
out against the idea of turn-
ing 78-16 Cooper Ave. into 
a temporary shelter since 
Samaritan Village, a Briar-
wood-based nonprofit, sent 
the city a proposal in Au-
gust to turn the former sew-
ing mill and airplane part 
manufacturing plant into a 
shelter for 125 families.

Neighbors and elected 
officials have said they 
thought it would be more 
cost-effective to open a shel-
ter in a residential build-
ing closer to subway lines, 
service providers and jobs. 
The Cooper Avenue build-
ing is roughly 1.3 miles 
from the subway.

Others have raised 
safety concerns, voiced 
fears about plummeting 
property values and wor-
ried about shelter residents 
further crowding school 
classrooms.

DHS and Samaritan 
Village have said the neigh-
borhood does not have a 
shelter and more facilities 
are needed in Queens as 
families struggle to find af-
fordable housing and battle 
foreclosures.

In response to the back-

lash, DHS agreed to meet 
with a handful of elected 
officials last month.

Following the meeting, 
the lawmakers said the de-
partment had not yet come 
to a budget agreement with 
Samaritan Village in con-
tract negotiations, but had 
begun the review process.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Bayside), Borough 
President Melinda Katz, 
Assemblymen Michael 
Miller (D-Woodhaven), City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage), Hevesi and Addabbo 
sent a letter to Community 
Board 5 urging it to discuss 
the environmental study 
with DHS and Samaritan 
Village.

CB 5 District Manager 
Gary Giordano said the 
board received the letter 
Tuesday.

“We are reviewing 
how we are going to pro-
ceed,” he said. “It looks as 
if we are likely going to 
invite them to attend some 
sort of a community board 
meeting.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Samaritan Village proposes to operate a 125-family shelter at 78-
16 Cooper Ave. in Glendale.

Study on opening shelter
in Glendale afoot: Pols STOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Activists help women get checked for breast cancer
In December 2010, Darcy Novick was diagnosed with 

breast cancer. A year later she was on a lunch break from 
her job in Long Island City, and she happened to notice 
a bus from the American Italian Cancer Foundation. 
They were offering free mammograms and breast cancer 
screenings.  As a result she started the Bosom Buddies Or-
ganization.

To date Bosom Buddies has raised $100,000 for the 
American Cancer Association through fund-raising 
events like Bowling for the Cure, Laugh for the Cure, Walk 

for the Cure, Eat for the Cure, Dance for the Cure and Ral-
ly for the Cure. Novick is a bubbly, enthusiastic, energetic 
woman who gives much of her time to support ACS. Her 
mission is to make sure that every woman, regardless of 
means, gets a yearly mammogram and breast exam  as 
well as ultimately finding a cure for cancer.

Along the way, she has partnered with Stephanie 
Gonzalez of the American Italian Cancer Foundation, 
Allison DeRosa of NY Family Docs and Linda Marr, vice 
president of community outreach at NY Community Bank. 

Collectively they are organizing a number of future events 
and organizers offered mammograms to women in Corona 
last week. 

The American-Italian Cancer Foundation’s Mobile 
Care Clinic was parked in the Queens County Savings 
Bank March 26. The test was available to women age 40 
and older, who have health insurance, and age 50 and old-
er, with or without health insurance. For more informa-
tion and information about upcoming events, visit thebo-
sombuddies.com.

Linda Marr, (l.) vice president of NY Community Bank, smiles alongside Darcy Novick, founder of The 
Bosom Buddies. Photo by Sherri Rossi

Linda Marr, (l.-r.) vice president of NY Community Bank, joins Stephanie Gonzalez of American Italian 
Cancer Foundation and Toby Sabo, a mammogram technician with Multi Diagnostic Services. 

Photo by Sherri Rossi
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The New York Mets 

opened their season to tem-
pered optimism.

General Manager 
Sandy Alderson reaffirmed 
that he expects the team, 
which won 74 games last 
year, to capture 90 victories 
this season after offsea-
son additions of outfielder 
Curtis Grandson, pitcher 
Bartolo Colon and reliever 
Jose Valverde to a matur-
ing young core.

Flushing native Pat-
rick McLoughlin, who at-
tended the game with his 
wife Christine and their 
sons Patrick, 2, and Aidan, 
1, believes Alderson is right 
on the money and thinks 
there has been too much 
negative talk around the 
club.

“I don’t think it’s 
lofty,” McLoughlin said, as 
the toddlers began to doze 
off in their stroller. “I think 
people out there are pre-
dicting 74. I think 90 can be 
done. I think 90 is reason-
able. I think this is a team 
that can get 90 wins.”

McLoughlin, wearing 
a Daniel Murphy jersey, was 
able to treat his children to 
their first Mets game, but 
not their first victory. The 
Mets blew a one-run, ninth-
inning lead and fell 9-7 in 
10 innings to the Washing-
ton Nationals in front of a 
crowd of 42,442 at Citi Field 
Monday afternoon.

Anthony Rendon drove 
in four runs and hit a three-
run homer in the top of the 
10th for Washington. The 
Mets bullpen allowed five 
earned runs.

“You never like to lose 
Opening Day, but the last 
couple of years we have 
won Opening Day,” Mets 
Manager Terry Collins 
said. “It’s one game of 162. 
We have to remember that 
.... We just have to do a bet-
ter job of coming up and 
shutting the game down 
when we have a chance.”

Mets fans are hoping 
for a season filled with 
fonder memories than the 

past few seasons.
Some are skeptical the 

team can live up to Alder-
son’s expectations, espe-
cially with ace Matt Har-
vey out for the season after 
undergoing Tommy John 
surgery last October.

Glendale native Brian 
Newman, who has been to 
eight of the last nine Open-
ing Days, has more toned 
down goals for the Amaz-
in’s this season, hoping for 
the team to just go .500.

Newman is, however, 
happy to have Granderson 
in blue and orange.

“The Grandy Man 
is awesome and we took 
him from the Yankees, 
baby,” Newman said be-
fore Granderson struck out 
three times.

The chilly Opening 
Day, with game-time tem-
perature at 44 degrees, 
was filled the pageantry of 
introducing the new team 
and a huge American flag 
was stretched across the 
outfield as the national 
anthem was sung. Harvey, 
Granderson and David 
Wright were met with the 
biggest applause and first 
basemen Ike Davis and 
shortstop Ruben Tejada 
received a mix of boos and 
cheers.

“We are hoping for the 
best and we always support 

them,” said Corona native 
and season ticket holder 
Janneth Bascayan, who at-
tended the game with her 
sister Jackeline.

The Mets remembered 
longtime announcer and 
Hall of Famer Ralph Kiner 
with a pre-game moment 
of silence. Kiner, who died 
last month at the age of 
91, has a logo in his honor 
behind home plate and on 
the left field wall. A special 
“Kiners Korner” exhibit 
was unveiled in Citi Field.

“Everyone is going to 
miss Ralph Kiner,” said 
longtime Mets fan Gary 
Thomas, 58, of Springfield 
Gardens.

Mayor Bill de Blasio, a 
known Red Sox fans, threw 
out the first pitch joined by 
five children from an East 
Harlem tutorial program 
that was leveled by a gas ex-
plosion last month.

The mayor said be-
fore the first pitch that he 
was fine with whatever re-
sponse the crowd gave him, 
but he had been “working 
on his knuckle curve at the 
Park Slope Armory.”

“I think everyone is 
going to be too cold to re-
spond, but whatever it is it 
is,” de Blasio said. “Sports 
fans have a right to express 
themselves anyway they 

Springfield Gardens resident Gary Thomas offered 
to get in the game should the New York Mets need him. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Mets fans fl ock to Queens 
with Opening Day hopes

Honor them with an ad 
in TimesLedger Newspapers 

special issue published 
May 9, 2014!

Deadline May 2, 2014
For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537 
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (3.5” x 4.5”)  1/8 H (3.5” x 2.15”)

1/12 Page (2.3” x 2.15”)
1/2V (3.5” x 9.125”)  1/2H (7.25” x 4.5”)

Full Page (7.25” x 9.125”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens 

Impact Awards Winners?
HONOREES

Gianna Cerbone-Teoli
Don and Katha Cato
Salvatore Lopizzo

Hakeem Rahim
Audra Fordin

George Subraj
Andrew Koslosky

Dr. Joseph J. Lieber
Lakia Echols
Greg Mays

Mandy Kelso
Carmine DeSena
Virginia DeMillio
Andrea Adams

Ronnie and Hank Arond
Carly Rose Nieves

Kwanghee Kim
Mandingo Tshaka

Carl Ballenas
Lily Gavin

Rodney Pride
Susan Agin

Rev. Philip Craig
Michael McCreesh

Lucy Hossain

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 8, 2014

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Thursday, 
May 15th, 

2014

Continued on Page 54
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Flexor digitorum
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
superfi cialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium

Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

We Now Have
COLD LASER

Most
Insurances
Accepted

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” 
to see how our technologies
may benefi t you.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms

With this ad, expires in 30 days

www.northshorerehabilitation.com
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Pets often make ideal 
companions. They are 
around when a person 
needs support, they can 
provide protection for 
those living alone, they’re 
always willing to lend an 

ear to problems, and many 
tend to offer unconditional 
love. Seniors facing an 
empty nest or the loss of a 
spouse may fi nd pets can 
buoy their spirits. Studies 
have shown that seniors 

can benefi t both mentally 
and physically from hav-
ing a pet around. Pets can 
alleviate anxiety, depres-
sion and boredom. 

While pets can provide 
comfort and companion-

ship, they remain a signifi -
cant responsibility. Seniors 
should fi nd an animal that 
will fi t in with their life-
styles. This is an important 
consideration for those se-
niors who travel frequently 

or have mobility issues. In 
addition, men and women 
living in senior communi-
ties or assisted living fa-
cilities should determine 
if there are any pet restric-
tions in place. 

Those seniors who have 
decided that a dog will 
be the best fi t can choose 
among several breeds that 
may be a good match for 
their needs. When select-
ing a dog, consider both 
size and temperament. 
Smaller dogs tend to be eas-
ier to handle and will need 
less maintenance. They are 
easily carried and won’t 
take as long to bathe and 
groom. Smaller dogs also 
consume less food than 

Continued on page 40

dog breeds dog breeds compatible compatible 

with seniors’ lifestyleswith seniors’ lifestyles
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ELDERCARE TODAY

Thank you GuildNet.

Dealing with a loved one’s long term illness can 
mean handling a lot of hassles, like filling out 
paperwork. GuildNet’s long term care plans take 
away the hassles so your loved one can stay safe at 
home.  

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Taking away the 
hassles brought back 
Mom’s smile. 

larger breeds, reducing 
the expense of dog food and 
the hassle of hauling large, 
heavy bags of chow. Tem-
perament is also impor-
tant, as some breeds tend 
to be more easygoing than 
others. Larger breeds may 
be preferable to a smaller 
breeds, which tend to be hy-
peractive. However, always 
remember there are pros 
and cons to each breed, and 
each dog will demonstrate 
his own personality traits. 
The following are some 
dogs that can be especially 
compatible with seniors.

Pug: Equally playful and 
willing to be a lap dog, the 
pug requires little exercise 
and grooming. The breed 
is typically nonaggressive 
and submissive. Pugs are 
good-natured and playful; 
they don’t often bark and 
are easy to train.

Shih Tzu: The Shih Tzu 
lives for attention, but this 
breed can be dominant and 
diffi cult to train. The Shih 

Tzu will be alert to its sur-
roundings and, despite its 
small stature, can be a good 
watchdog.

Pomeranian: Pomera-
nians look like big balls of 
fur and can bring a smile to 
an owner’s face. The breed 
tends to be perky, can dis-
play dominance and can be 
diffi cult to train. Because 
Pomeranians can be dog-ag-
gressive, they may be best 
as the only pet in the house.

Yorkshire terrier: 
The Yorkie is a diminutive 
breed in size only, as they 
tend to have exuberant per-
sonalities that dwarf their 
stature. The ideal lap dog, 

Yorkies want to lie around 
and lounge, though some 
do like to bark. If the fur 
is kept short in a “puppy 
cut,” the dog can be easy to 
maintain.

Pembroke Welsh 

corgi: This medium-sized 
dog hails from Wales and 
typically requires only 
moderate exercise and 
little grooming. They are 
easy to train and moder-
ately dominant. They don’t 
bark excessively, and they 
often get along with other 
dogs.

Schnauzer: Available 
in three sizes, schnauzers 
are good companions and 
protectors. This is an intel-
ligent and loyal breed and 
will need to be kept amused 
to stave off boredom.

Brussels griffon: 
These dogs do not shed, but 
they will require profes-
sional grooming at least 
once every three months. If 
socialized early, the griffon 
can be a good companion 
but will likely remain wary 
of strangers. They are good 
watchdogs and devoted to 
their owners.  

Continued from page 39

Always remember 
there are pros 

and cons to 
each breed, and 

each dog will 
demonstrate his 
own personality 

traits.

dogdog
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Maspeth UPS workers 
were slated to protest the 
firing of 25 drivers in an 
ongoing dispute over one 
driver’s termination at City 
Hall this week.

Local 804 of the Team-
sters Union, which repre-
sents personnel at United 
Parcel Service’s Maspeth 
location, said roughly 250 
UPS drivers walked off the 
job in late February in soli-
darity with Jairo Reyes, 
who they said was not given 
a hearing he is entitled to 
under labor agreements.

The union said the 
company responded by is-
suing notices of termina-
tions to all the protesters, 
saying it planned to gradu-
ally fire them after train-

ing replacements.
This week the union 

said UPS randomly tar-
geted 20 drivers in the first 
round of firings.

“Political leaders are 
scrutinizing taxpayer funds 
that go to UPS, including 
over $15 million a year that 
UPS gets in reduced park-
ing ticket fees,” the union 
noted on its website, which 
included video clips  of city 
Public Advocate Letitia 
James, state Assemblyman 
Michael Simanowitz (D-
Flushing) and City Council 
members Rory Lancman 
(D-Fresh Meadows), Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) and Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) sup-
porting the union at a re-

cent rally. “Now more than 
ever is the time to be united 
and disciplined.”

UPS said the Local 
804’s agreement with the 
company has prohibited 
unauthorized work stop-
pages for decades.

“These employees 
were warned about the con-
sequences of the walkout 
as they left their jobs. We 
are releasing the employ-
ees because of the serious-
ness of the misconduct and 
because we believe there 
must be adherence to the 
bargaining agreement by 
both parties,” UPS spokes-
man Steve Gaut said in an 
email.

— Sarina Trangle

BY KELSEY DURHAM

With the passing of 
the March 31 deadline, the 
state Department of Health 
announced this week that 
more than 865,000 residents 
across the state are now en-
rolled in health insurance 
through the Affordable 
Care Act.

The Health Depart-
ment said that of the 
865,487 who were insured 
as of April 1, more than 
38,000 people successfully 
enrolled on March 31 alone, 
and nearly 134,000 enrolled 
in the last week of the sign-
up period.

Health Department of-
ficials also said that more 
than 70 percent of people 
who enrolled were previ-
ously uninsured at the time 
they submitted their appli-
cation.

“Year One  on the Mar-
ketplace has been a great 
success, and we’re thrilled 
that more than 865,000 New 
Yorkers have enrolled in 
quality, low-cost insur-

ance,” said Donna Fres-
catore, executive director 
of the New York State of 
Health website where resi-
dents enrolled. “Under the 
leadership of Gov. Cuomo, 
hundreds of thousands 
of New Yorkers have the 
peace of mind and secu-
rity that come with having 
quality, affordable health 
insurance.”

The Health Depart-

ment said it believes it is 
on track to meet or exceed a 
goal of 1.1 million enrollees 
by the end of 2016. In New 
York City, where January 
2014 numbers showed that 
more than 37 percent of 
statewide enrollees at the 
time lived, the enrollment 
numbers are “proof that 
the new law is working,” ac-
cording to U.S. Rep. Grace 

President Barack Obama, with Vice President Joe Biden, speaks 
in the Rose Garden of the White House about the Affordable Care 
Act. AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster

Obamacare signups reach 
865,000 in New York state

Maspeth UPS drivers battle 
to save jobs after 20 fi rings

NEW YORK RESTORATION PROJECT
SPRING 2014 TREE GIVEAWAYS

lead sponsors lead partners supporting 
sponsor

APRIL 2014

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO RESERVE YOUR FREE TREE 
VISIT WWW.NYRP.ORG/TREEGIVEAWAYS

Pick up your free tree! In partnership with community
organizations in Queens, NYRP is giving away trees. NYC 
residents can pick up a free tree and learn how to plant and care 
for them. 

To reserve your free tree, register online at www.nyrp.org/
treegiveaways

• Date & time subject to change; check online before attending a 
giveaway.

• Registration will be posted no earlier than three weeks before a 
giveaway date. 

• Limited quantities will be available for walk-ups on a first-come first-
served basis.

April 5 // 9:00am–11:00am
95th Ave. & Atlantic Ave.,  
Phil “Scooter” Rizzuto Park; Richmond Hill
Richmond Hill Economic Development 
Council

April 5 // 10:00am–12:00pm
60 Market St.; Breezy Point
Cornell Coop Extension & HFH

April 5 // 11:00am–1:00pm
23-02 Francis Lewis Blvd.; Whitestone
Bayside-Whitestone Lions Club

April 5 // 1:00pm–3:00pm
54-22 Skillman Ave.; Woodhaven
Queens Library - Woodhaven

April 6 // 10:00am–12:00pm
533 Beach 126th St.; Belle Harbor
Rockaway Civic Association

April 12 // 10:00am–12:00pm
131-35 Avery Ave.; Flushing
Home Depot

April 12 // 10:00am–12:00pm
75-09 Woodhaven Blvd.; Forest Hills
Home Depot

April 13 // 10:00am–12:00pm
11220 Rockaway Blvd.; South Ozone 
Park
Home Depot

April 13 // 10:00am–12:00pm
50-10 Northern Blvd.; Long Island 
City
Home Depot

April 26 // 10:00am–2:00pm
73-55 Grand Ave.; Maspeth
TD Bank

Continued on Page 54
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

City lawmakers came 
together in St. Albans Sat-
urday to wrap up Women’s 
History Month by recogniz-
ing dozens of strong women 
praised as being some of the 
most dedicated community 
leaders in all of Queens.

The office of City Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton) hosted its 
first Sisterhood Soul Food 
Luncheon at the Robert 
Ross Johnson Family Life 
Center to honor women 
from around the borough 
who have shown commit-
ment to helping their com-
munities and the people 
around them.

About 150 women were 
invited to attend the cer-
emony, and nine of the top 
honorees were each pre-
sented with a proclamation 
from the city.

Tri Hinds, who 
planned the event, said the 
luncheon was suggested 
by Richards as a way to 

recognize those whom she 
called “women warriors,” 
including politicians, civic 
leaders and other commu-
nity advocates who spend 
their days, and sometimes 
nights, helping others.

“It allows those who 
are dedicated to the com-
munity to come together 
and laugh, talk and just 
have a good time,” Hinds 
said. “These are all people 
who just want good things 
for their neighborhoods.”

Richards delivered the 
event’s opening remarks 
and said his office wanted 
to host the lunch in order 
to be sure the women who 
lead communities across 
Queens are not looked over, 
but instead are given the 
recognition they deserve.

“This nation and this 
city would wither away 
without women,” he said. 
“The truth is that women 
have and always will be 
the backbone, collarbone 
and any other bone you can 
think of in every family, 

and today we pause to sim-
ply say thank you for all 
you have done.”

Other guests of honor 
who delivered speeches at 
the event included Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito (D-Manhattan) and 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz.

Each addressed the 

group of women with praise 
and thanks for the sacrific-
es they have made to help 
better their communities 
before Richards handed out 
the nine awards to various 
women who have stood out 
as leaders of causes rang-
ing from crime prevention 
to youth group leadership.

Khadijah Oluwo, one of 

the group’s youngest honor-
ees who was recognized for 
her work to help stranded 
senior citizens in the days 
after Superstorm Sandy 
hit Queens, said she was 
overwhelmed with emotion 
after being given her award 
and hearing the wonderful 
things Richards had to say 
about her.

“I truly appreciate all 
of this,” Oluwo said. “I’m 
happy that what I do really 
does affect the communi-
ty.”

The eight other honor-
ees were Annette Bradley, 
Valerie West, Doris Jacobs, 
Marcia O’Brien, Bess De-
Bethem, Lilly Lucas, Si-
laka Cox and a representa-
tive from the Edge School of 
the Arts.

Hinds said that Rich-
ards plans to make the 
Sisterhood Soul Food Lun-
cheon an annual event and 
hopes to continue recogniz-
ing the women around the 
borough who work hard 
every day to achieve their 
goals.

“There are really no 
words to express what they 
do and what they’ve sacri-
ficed for their community,” 
Richards said.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Honorees Lilly Lucas, (l.-r.) Khadijat Oluwo and Silaka Cox hold their City Council proclamations. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

‘Women warriors’ recognized at St. Albans luncheon

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you’ve never seen buckets 
of water used as creative props 
in modern dance or dancers’ 
bodies birthed out of fabric co-
coons, then you shouldn’t miss 
the eighth annual Green Space 
Blooms Festival. It is a four-
night, multi-cultural entertain-
ment experience in Long Island 

City, showcasing 28 diverse cho-
reographers. 

Each evening will feature a 
new lineup of dance companies 
representing a different genre, 
followed by a reception with 
live musical guests, honoring 
Queens’ ethnic and traditional 
communities.

“The Green Space Blooms 
Festival is highly regarded in 

providing a greatly valued re-
source to the dance community, 
and has become a Queens high-
light, allowing audiences to wit-
ness new and emerging talent in 
an intimate venue,” said Valerie 
Green, executive director and 
founder of Green Space Studios. 
“The reception provides an ex-
cellent opportunity for artists 
and audience to interact and lis-

ten to live music, 
all while enjoy-

ing Green Space’s 
spectacular view 

of Manhattan.”
Highlights of the festival 

include a performance of “The 
Bargain of a Lifetime” by Chris 
Ferris & Dancers on Thursday, 
April 10.

This Jackson Heights-based 
dance company is known for its 
fearless action, physical indul-
gence and elegant design. 

“Fists pound the floor, bod-
ies spiral with tactile awareness, 
and the planes of raw space are 
rearranged again and again, un-
til you are dancing in your seat,” 
choreographer Ferris said.

Her work is based on an 
exploration of movement from 
a sculptural, dynamic and emo-
tional point of view.  Its focus is 
to bring you design in space and 
time with a human element. Her 
pieces incorporate sculptures 
that hang, swing, glow and illu-
minate, creating ethereal forms 

in a forest of moving architec-
ture, and corporeal presences.

The company has been per-
forming at Green Space since 
it has come into existence, and 
has taken part in all of its pro-
grams.

“Green Space Blooms brings 
together a variety of dance styles 
and choreographers at various 
stages of their careers. The audi-
ence will get a taste of many ap-
proaches to dance, and there is 
bound to be something they will 
love and something they have 
never seen before,” said Ferris. 
“It is important to have dance in 
Queens. There are not many ven-
ues in Queens producing dance 
and providing opportunities for 
choreographers and audience at 
this level.”

Then on Saturday, April 
12, Azul Dance Theatre/Yuki 
Hasegawa perform their con-
temporary dance work, “Night 
Rainbow.”

Choreographer Hasegawa 

AT  D A N C E  S T U D I O

New season’s arrival is celebrated at 8th annual 
Green Space Blooms Festival in Long Island City

Continued on Page 49

Thomas/Ortiz Dance member Mark Taylor performs “Marked in a Region of No 
Origin.” Photo courtesy of Lois Greenfield
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #86 Hard #86

W
eek 42

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

PRODUCTIONS

“All’s Well That Ends Well” — 
Shakespeare’s comedy is a mix 
of fairy tale logic, gender role 
reversals and cynical realism.
When: Through April 6
Where: The Performance Space at 

Rathaus Hall, Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts at Queens College, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $16/adults, $10/seniors and 
students with Queens College ID
Contact: (718)793-8080
Website: kupferbergcenter.org 

“Uriel Acosta: I Want That 

Man!” — This Target Margin 
Theater production is a new 
adaptation of one of the central 
plays of Yiddish history. In 
17th-century Amsterdam, Uriel 
Acosta is excommunicated after 
questioning the status quo.
When: Through April 5
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.

Continued on Page 48

THESE GUYS ONLY DOING IT FOR SOME DOLLS

Middle Village’s Christ the King Musical Theatre Group slips back to 1950s Broadway with 
its production of “Guys and Dolls.” The story of an unlikely romance between gambler Sky 
Masterson and Salvation Army Sgt. Sarah Brown includes such memorable tunes as “Luck Be A 
Lady,” “Sit Down You’re Rocking the Boat” and the title song. The show runs Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays from April 4 to April 13. For information and tickets, check out www.ctkny.org. 

Photo courtesy Christ the King High School
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Annual Real Estate Breakfast
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23RD  8 am–9:30 am

The Learning Center At ConEd, 43-82 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City

MODERATOR: David Brause, President - Brause Realty Inc.
PANELISTS: Arvind K. Bajaj, Managing Director - Madison Marquette

Erhan Bahceci, Owner - Food Cellar & Co. Market
Cathy Dove, Vice President - Cornell NYC Tech

Amanda Fung, Senior News Producer - Crain’s New York Business
Rachel Loeb, Director of Development - The World-Wide Group

For tickets and for membership information, visit www.licpartnership.org or call 718-786-5300 X 21
$50 for members $75 for non-members

Media Sponsor: TimesLedger Newspapers

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Hibino, in Long Island 
City, is the second location of 
the similarly named Cobble 
Hill, Brooklyn Japanese res-
taurant.  

It specializes in house-
made tofu and obanzai ryouri.  
Obanzai ryori is the traditional 
home-style cooking of Kyoto. It 
is made up of multiple small 
simple dishes with an empha-
sis on local seasonal ingredi-
ents (where have we heard that 
before?)

Although Hibino was only 
open less than two weeks, ev-
ery table was filled on a recent 
Thursday evening.  The host-
ess confided that Queens pa-
trons, delighted by not having 
to make the schlep to Brook-
lyn anymore, were arriving in 
numbers.  That, combined with 
the fact that there are only 
about 30 seats to be had, either 
at a long communal table or a 
row of closely spaced two-tops 
along one wall, meant that we 

endured a 45-minute wait.
When the four of us were 

finally seated around three 
sides of one end of the commu-
nal table, we discovered that 

the seats were backless metal 
stools, and there was no place 
for coats.  When we tried to or-
der tea, we were told that it was 
served in individual pots, and 

there were only two available 
at the moment.  The third pot 
didn’t arrive until nearly the 
end of the meal.  Although we 
made it clear from the outset 
we were sharing everything, 
we had to plead for serving 
implements, which consisted of 
one set of silverware wrapped 
in a paper napkin.  Clean plates 
were never offered, even though 
many dishes were sampled.

The obanzai are the undis-
puted stars of the menu.  These 
vary from day to day.  Hotate 
and renkon, steamed scallops 
and lotus root slices served 
with a spicy miso sauce were 
sweet and salty, a little briny 
and a little nutty.  Atsuage, 
thick cuts of fried homemade 
tofu arrived hidden under a 
mound of a cole slaw-like salad, 
lubricated with sesame dress-
ing.  Shrimp Toji Maki is de-
scribed on the menu as “Spring 
Roll Kyoto style.”  We could see 
little in common with a spring 
roll.  It’s made of a clump of 

Hibino heads north to open second site in LIC
Home-style cooking à la Kyoto, Japan and house-made tofu are stars of new restaurant’s menu

Beef kakuni combines beef short ribs with a block of house-made tofu and 
then is topped with a sweet soy sauce and chopped Tokyo scallions. 

Photo by Suzanne Parker

IF YOU GO
Hibino LIC

10-70 Jackson Avenue 
Long Island City
(718) 392-5190 

www.hibino-lic.com
Price Range: Obanzai: $5, Appetizers: $6—12, 

Entrée: $14—20 
Cuisine: Japanese, feature obanzai 

(Kyoto style small plates)
Setting: Small and spartan.
Service: A work in progress

Hours: Monday—Saturday 5:30 pm—10 pm, 
closed Sundays.  Lunch coming soon.

Reservations: No
Alcohol: License pending

Parking: Street
Dress: casual

Children: Welcome
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes (will not split bill 

between more than two credit cards)
Noise level: Acceptable, considering 

the close quarters
Handicap accessible: All on one level, 

but close quarters between tables.

Continued on Page 50
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

If the Flying Wallendas 
attempted to stage a ver-
sion of Shakespeare’s “The 
Tempest,” it would prob-
ably look a lot like Cirque 
du Soleil’s “Amaluna.”

The latest production 
from the French-Canadian 
performance troupe, which 
recently pitched its tent at 
Citi Field for a two-month 
run, combines the slight-
est slip of a story line, with 
girl-powered rock ’n’ roll 
music and jaw-dropping 
aerial stunts to create a 
crowd-pleasing theatrical 
experience. 

Set on a mysterious 
island ruled by women, the 
show begins with Queen 
Prospera preparing her 
daughter, Miranda, for a 
coming-of-age ceremony. 

The older woman re-
moves a red, long-flowing 
cape from her outfit, then 
she places it in a vortex of 
wind, created by a circle 
of fans around the stage’s 
edge. She watches as the red 
cloth dances like a flame. 

Miranda then slips 
into the oval and moves 
with the material as it soars 
and drops with the wind. 

Eventually, Prospera 

works up a storm that ship-
wrecks a boat filled with 
sailors onto the shores of 
the island. 

No surprise, one of 
the young sailors, named 
Romeo, falls for Miranda, 
and she for him, as soon as 
the two lay eyes upon each 
other. 

The rest of the show re-
volves around a series of tri-
als and tests the two young 
would-be lovers face before 
they can be together. 

Of course, it could 

have been the story of Lucy 
and Ricky navigating their 
way through a set at the 
Copacabana, as long as the 
backup singers regularly 
perform more than 50 feet 
in the air.

But it’s not the story 
that attracts an audience 
to a Cirque du Soleil show. 
They are there to be wowed 
by contortionists, gymnasts 
and trapeze artists.

To that end, “Amalu-
na” does not disappoint. 

Things start off slowly 

if still interestingly enough 
with one of the island god-
desses who demonstrates 
her agility with the Hula 
hoop. She begins with one, 
then keeps adding more 
until she has five going in 
sync on her arms, legs and 
waist. 

Another goddess 
climbs onto a hoop hanging 
from a wire and performs 
a series of twists and flips 
above the stage. As the hoop 
revolves in a circle and ris-
es and falls, she continues 

her gymnastic show.
After that the tricks 

come quickly each one top-
ping the last. 

Much of the action oc-
curs above the audience as 
performers fly through the 
air with the greatest of ease, 
but not on a traditional tra-
peze bar. Instead the aerial-
ists wrap these heavy-duty 
bands — which are hooked 
up to a series of pulleys — 
around their wrists and 
hang on for dear life as they 
are hoisted above the stage.

But plenty of amazing 
feats occur on the surface 
of the stage — well, they be-
gin on the ground anyway.

Two oversized sets 
of uneven parallel bars 
are rolled onto stage so a 
group of petite and agile 
gymnasts can perform an 
Olympics-on-steroids rou-
tine that has bodies tucked 
into tiny balls flying in all 
directions. 

Although “Amaluna” 
celebrates the strength 
of women — and includes 
Cirque du Soleil’s first all-
female band providing the 
show’s soundtrack — the 
guys are not completely left 
out of the fun. 

The second act begins 
with the shipwrecked sail-

ors playing with a giant 
see-saw sending each other 
soaring into the air. And 
Romeo earns his own show-
stopping bit as he attempts 
to climb a large pole in 
hopes of finding Miranda, 
who was snatched away 
from his embrace. 

As he climbs to the 
top, using only his hands to 
propel himself, Romeo con-
torts himself around the 
pole, barely remaining in 
contact with the object. 

When he nears the top, 
he wraps his legs around 
and uses his arms to keep 
him in place. But then 
quickly, and with an audi-
ble gasp from the crowd, he 
eases his gripe and plum-

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

George Washington Johnson 
plaque unveiling — The fi rst 
African-American recording 
star will be honored with the 
unveiling of a historic plaque 
at his burial site. The event 
includes a lecture, children’s 
workshop and unveiling.
When: Saturday, April 12, at 2 
pm
Where: The Center at Maple 
Grove Cemetery, 127-15 Kew 
Gardens Road, Kew Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 878-6614

A high-fl ying storm is now brewing in Flushing
This spring Cirque Du Soleil’s ‘Amaluna’ wows the crowd with amazing aerial stunts over at Citi Field

IF YOU GO
Cirque Du Soleil’s 
“Amaluna”

When: Through May 18
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $55-$145/adults, 
$45-$135/children, Family 
four packs starting at 
$230
Contact: (800) 450-1480
Website: www.
cirquedusoleil.com

MUSIC

Flamenco, Zarzuela & 
Boleros — Thalia Spanish 
Theatre presents two concerts 
celebrating Spanish operettas, 
romantic Latin songs and the 
music of Spain’s most famous 
art form. 
When: Zarzuela & Boleros, Sunday, 
April 6, at 4 pm; Flamenco, Sunday, 
April 13, at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 
41-17 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $35, $64/for both concerts
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

The Manhattan Transfer — 
The jazz-pop quartet brings its 
distinctive sound to Bayside. 
When: Sunday, April 6, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu

The Osmond Brothers — 
Experience Osmondmania as the 
musical family brings its “Up Close 
and Personal Tour” to Bayside. 
When: Sunday, April 27, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu
 

TALK

Derek Walcott — The Nobel 
Prize-winning poet will 

A performer in Cirque du Soleil’s “Amaluna” balances precariously on a hoop high above the stage. 
Photo courtesy Cirque du Soleil

read from his work and be 
interviewed by Leonard Lopate.
When: Tuesday, April 8, at 7 
pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts at Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $20, tickets available at 
door
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.qcreadings.org

The 1964-1965 New York 
World’s Fair — The Long Island 
City Forum Lecture Series 
discusses the 50th anniversary 
of the fair, best remembered 
as a showcase for mid-20th-
century American culture and 
technology.
When: Monday, April 7, at 7 pm
Where: Greater Astoria 
Historical Society, 35-20 
Broadway, Long Island City
Cost: $5, Free for members
Contact: (718) 278-0700
Website: www.astorialic.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Do you want the cosmetic 
version or do you want the 
real deal? Los Angeles Poverty 
Department, 1985-2014 — 
LAPD, founded in 1985 on L.A.’s 
Skid Row, includes homeless 
or former homeless people in 
performance art pieces. 
When: Through May 11
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

SculptureCenter — Four 
simultaneous presentations 
by artists Rossella Biscotti, 
David Douard, Radamés “Juni” 
Figueroa and Jumana Manna. 
Each exhibit represents the fi rst 
solo project for each artist. 
When: Through May 12

Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/suggested donation, 
$3/students
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: www.sculpture-
center.org

Noguchi’s Early Drawings: 
1927-1932 — An exhibition of 
the artist’s nudes made during 
the period he was developing 
his singular style. 
When: Through May 25, 
Wednesday to Friday 10 am to 5 
pm, Saturday and Sunday 11 am 
to 6 pm
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students and 
seniors, Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

MoMA PS1 — The Long Island 
City branch of New York’s 
premiere modern art institution 

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50



TL

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
PR. 4-10, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
47

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

1

1 of 3 Choices

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone N.Y. 11357

www.dueponti-ristorante.com

Fine Italian Cuisine Expertly Served

Live Music Saturdays 7–10 PM

Open Wednesday–Sunday 5–10 PM

Happy Hour 5–6 PM
*Serving Gluten-Free Pasta upon Request

Celebrate Spring 
with Due Ponti!

Over 120 years ago, a singer and per-
former by the name of George Washing-
ton Johnson recorded songs on some of 
the earliest recording instruments of the 
day, becoming one of the earliest record-
ing stars in music history. George re-
corded songs first with the Metropolitan 
Phonograph Company of New York in 
1890 and later with Thomas Edison. His 
recordings were the earliest musical hits 
in the United States. It was reported that 
over 50,000 copies of his songs were sold 
by the late 1890s. Many of the earliest re-
cordings, he had to sing each song over 
and over again, as dup-licating machines 
were not yet invented to keep the popular 
wax cylinders in stock.

George Washington Johnson began 
life as a slave from Virginia born in 1846. 
After the Civil War he journeyed north 
to New York City to make a better life 
for himself. He made a living in the mu-
sic field using his powerful voice, robust 
whistling ability and hearty laugh. He was 
able to whistle and laugh while keeping 
time with certain musical songs. Two of 
his earliest musical hits were the Laugh-
ing Song and the Whistling Song.

George sang during a time period that 
discriminated and suppressed people of 
color. The lyrics of some of his songs are 
offensive to us today but were the stan-
dard from that time that mocked and hu-
miliated. Through it all, George remained 
professional and built a substantial career. 
He was known for his friendly manner, 
hard-working ethics and was well liked 
in the music industry. He made history as 
a singer and recording artist and opened 
wide the doors for the many black per-
formers who followed him with less offen-
sive materials.

After some misfortunes, George 
moved to a small tenement room in Har-
lem. On January 23, 1914 he died at the age 
of 67, forgotten and alone. George’s final 
resting place was an unmarked grave in 
Maple Grove Ce-metery, Kew Gardens, 
Queens.

In 2004, Tim Brooks, noted television 
and radio historian wrote Lost Sounds: 
Blacks and the Birth of the Recording In-
dustry, 1891-1922. The first three chapters 
of the book devoted to the life and career 
of George Washington Johnson. A double-
CD companion to the book won a Grammy 
Award in 2007 for Best Historical Album.

The Friends of Maple Grove Cemetery 
made it their goal to erect a monument 
over the unmarked grave of George Wash-
ington Johnson.The MusiCares Depart-
ment of the Grammy Foundation, Inc., 
provided the funding. A bronze plaque in-
cluding an engraving of George Washing-
ton Johnson by celebrated artist David Os-
tro has been made. The text for the plaque 
was written by students of the Aquinas 
Honor Society of the Immaculate Concep-
tion. The plaque will be unveiled by Tim 
Brooks and others during a ceremony at 
the grave of George Washington Johnson 
at Maple Grove Cemetery on April 12, 
2014 at 2 PM. Further information will be 
found on the Friends of Maple Grove web-
site www.friendsofmaplegrove.org

George Washington Johnson (1846 – 
1914) the first successful African-Amer-
ican recording star in recording history. 
Although born a slave in Virginia he was 
taught to read and write and learned 
music. Traveling to New York City in the 
1870s he developed a musical career with 
a strong voice and a talent for whistling 
and laughing in time with music. He per-
formed on the streets, ferries and pub-
lic places. One of his early songs was the 
Laughing Song. He recorded songs in 1890 
for the Metropolitan Phonograph Com-
pany and with Thomas Edison on wax 
cylinders. The early recordings were done 
individually by George. Best sellers in the 
United States, selling over 50,000 copies. 
“He never thought of himself as a pioneer 
but as the first black recording artist he 
made history.” Tim Brooks Lost Sound.

Friends of Maple Grove & MusiCares 2014

A Queen’s Monument 
to Honor an Early 

Music Industry Star

Plaque text by the Aquinas students is printed below
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

Across
1. Not home
5. Color-full device?
10. Actor Lugosi
14. All there
15. Give actors a second signal
16. Scottish port
17. Farm equipment
18. Separated
19. Transmit
20. Great pet for Grace Kelly
23. Do a 5K, say
24. Army member?
25. Belfry sound
27. "Poly" add-on
29. Wanes
32. Animal house
33. Deodorant type
36. "Charlotte's Web" girl
37. Great pet for Angela Merkel
40. Religious ritual
41. Watched over
42. Abbr. with a ring to it
43. Kind of chair
44. Very short
48. Thoughts
50. Parseghian of football
52. NYC subway line
53. Great pet for Winston 
Churchill
58. Disturb follower
59. Wealth
60. Grimm villain
61. It's on the house?
62. "Sunflowers" setting
63. "Cold one"
64. Manhatten Bridge river
65. Subway
66. Bookie's quote

Down
1. Yearn
2. Whiskered creature
3. Consecrate

JEWELSCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

April 4-10, 2014

By Ed Canty

Continental Canines

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

C A C H E C O O T M E A N
A H E A D A R A B O N C E
G O L D E N P A R A C H U T E
E Y E M A I L R O A R E D

S T A R T L I E D
R A T E C A M P H O R
O R I E L A H E M C A N
D I A M O N D J I M B R A D Y
S A L C I A O O O N A S

P A P Y R U S T I M E
P L O T N A R C S

D I A L O G E C R U T E A
R U B Y R E D S L I P P E R S
E S O P N A P E E A R N S
D I R S S Y N S E S S E N

4. Evergreens
5. Shrimp kin
6. Transplant the fern
7. Suffix with poet
8. Catch a ride to the beach?
9. Prot. religion
10. Deck officer
11. Mr. Scrooge
12. Fred Mertz to Lucy
13. Connecting word
21. Women's group
22. Approvals

26. Actor Chaney
28. Hearing aids
29. English exam finale, often
30. Nobel physicist Niels
31. Shook down
34. Shankar melody
35. Millstone
36. Wash out
37. Corsage flower
38. Perfumes
39. Part of 37 down
40. 2001 in old Rome

43. Lang. course for aliens
45. Like corduroy
46. Slept sound-ly
47. Trimming tools
49. Broker
50. One of the Yokums
51. Rene of film
54. Prayer leader
55. Dehydrated
56. Sentry's cry
57. Timber wolf
58. Pub provision

FUNDING GENEROUSLY PROVIDED BY
THE GRAMMY FOUNDATION - MUSICARES

The Friends of Maple Grove Cemetery 

THE UNVEILING CEREMONY 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
JOHNSON

HISTORIC PLAQUE
at BURIAL SITE

Singer and Pioneer Sound Recording Artist.
The First African-American Recording Star 

of the Phonograph. 

SATURDAY, APRIL, 12, 2014
2:00 PM

Lectures and Unveiling 
Tim Brooks and Kathleen Velsor

Celebration Hall
The Center At Maple Grove Cemetery

127-15 Kew Gardens Road
Kew Gardens, NY 11415 

For Further Information Call 

(347) 878-6614
Visit website: 

www.friendsofmaplegrove.org

Email: 
info@friendsofmaplegrove.org

This event may be photographed and video recorded. Your image may be used on the Internet.

chocolatefactorytheater.org

“The Gemini Killer” — Theatre 
Time Productions presents a 
new mystery thriller written by 
a local author. 
When: Through April 6. Friday 
and Saturday at 8pm and 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., 
Bayside
Cost: $16/adults, $14/seniors 
and children
Contact: (347) 358-8102

“The Boy Friend” — Sandy 
Wilson’s spoof of madcap 
1920s boy-meets-girl musicals 
is staged by The Gingerbread 
Players.
When: Through April 6, Friday 

Theater
Continued from Page 44

at 7:30 pm, Saturday at 2:30 
pm and 7:30 pm and Sunday at 
2:30 pm
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/suggested donation
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

“King Lear” — Titan Theatre 
Co. presents Shakespeare’s epic 
drama about an aging king and 
his three daughters. 
When: April 25 to May 11
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (347) 738-5602
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“Allegro” — This Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical from 1947 
follows Joseph Taylor Jr., son 
of a small-town doctor, on his 

journey to adulthood. 
When: May 1 to May 17, Thursday 
and Friday at 8 pm, Saturday at 
2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/seniors 
and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Night Must Fall” — 
Douglaston Community 
Theatre Group presents the 
psychological thriller by Emlyn 
Williams, which tells the story 
of a bitter old woman, her niece 
and a handsome stranger. 
When: May 2 to May 17
Where: Zion Episcopal Church 
Hall on Hall Street, Douglaston
Website: www.
spotlightonstage.com/dct.htm
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is a Japanese native who 
lives in Astoria. In 2004, 
she founded her company 
of international dancers, 
who hail from the United 
States, Canada, Austria, 
Japan, Taiwan and South 
Korea. 

This is the third ap-
pearance of Azul Dance 
Theatre in the festival.

Hasegawa strives to 
synthesize various styles, 
such as traditional Japa-
nese dance, contemporary/
jazz modern improvisation 
and Japanese traditional 
sword fighting, into her 
work. She believes this 
helps to convey themes of 
Eastern philosophy into 
her works. 

A newcomer to the fes-
tival, Thomas/Ortiz Dance 
brings its signature blend 
of urban athleticism and 
Latin sensuality to the 
Green Space. 

“I’m looking to ex-
pand my relationships with 
other dance organizations 
that share my love of this 

art form, while sharpening 
and nurturing my choreo-
graphic vision,” Ted Thom-
as said. 

In 2001 Thomas and 
Frances Ortiz started their 
company, which includes a 
dozen dancers from diverse 
backgrounds, to explore 
thought-provoking and so-
cially relevant themes. 

Other performances 
include Valerie Green/
Dance Entropy’s “Echo of 

a Trace,” in which a trio of 
dancers create goddess-like 
imagery of female knowl-
edge, intricate sensuality 
and awkward aggressive-
ness, and its family mati-
nee of “Wild Kingdom,” 

which includes audience 
participation.

California choreogra-
pher Leyya Tawil and her 
Dance Elixir troupe will 
present its work “KoolAid,” 
which shows dancers con-

tending with questions in 
real time that determine 
the outcome of the perfor-
mance. 

“Valerie Green and 
her programming at Green 
Space have acted to pro-

mote many artists at differ-
ent stages of their careers,” 
Tawil said. “Her curation 
is inclusive and at the same 
time well-articulated be-
cause of her vision and mis-
sion.”

SPRING MOVES
Continued from Page 43 IF YOU GO

Green Space Blooms 
Festival

When: April 10 to 13 at 
8 pm, Family matinee is 
Sunday, April 13, at 1 pm
Where: Green Space 
Studio, 37-24 24th St., 
Suite 301, Long Island City
Cost: $15/in advance, 
$20/at door, $10/family 
matinee
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

“Elements,” choreographed by Astoria resident Yuki Hasegawa, is performed by members of the Azul Dance Theatre/Yuki Hasegawa 
troupe. Photo courtesy of Stephanie Crousillat

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway
Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

$7.50 LUNCH MENU!
Tuesday–Friday 12pm–5:30pm 

SOUP AND SIDE HOUSE SALAD

ENTRÉE SALADS:

PASTA

FLATBREAD SANDWICH & SIDE HOUSE SALAD

SMALL PIZZA & SODA

WE DELIVER 
TUESDAY–SATURDAY 

5PM–9:30PM

SUNDAY
5PM–8:30PM
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3 0  A R T I S T S
L I R R  -  B A Y S I D Eat

HOSTED by

A ONE DAY EVENT
featuring

GET YOUR CRAFT ON

APRIL 27 * 12PM-5PM

SPONSORED by

www.baysidevillage.net
718-423-2434

solid shrimp, wrapped in 
yuba (tofu skin) and fried.  
The wrapper is pliable and 
the filling is solid shrimp.  
Very good, but the only 
thing in common with a 
spring roll is the roll part.

Warm house-made 
tofu is charmingly served 
in a miniature glass 
creamer.  This dish is 
mostly about its lovely 
silky texture, as the flavor 
is as blank slate-ish as any 
tofu.  Happily, grated gin-
ger and scallions and soy-
dashi sauce are provided 
for flavor enhancement to 
taste.  Still, we think a bet-
ter way to enjoy the tofu 
is by ordering the beef 
kakuni.  

Beef kakuni is offered 
either in appetizer or en-

trée-sized portions.  This 
dish combines a braised 
hunk of beef short rib with 
a block of the house-made 
tofu.  The sauce is thick, 
sweet and very beefy, be-
ing made from sweet soy 
broth and Tokyo scallion 
(bunching scallion, more 
like slender leeks).  The 
tofu was the ideal vehicle 
for this luscious gravy.  
The texture of the beef 
was perfection — fork-
tender (or chopstick as the 
case may be) — without 
the slightest stringiness.

The salads and sushi 
were the least memorable 
menu items.  Tuna tataki, 
a platter of raw vegetables, 
avocado and slices of 
seared tuna sashimi was 
pretty to look at, but lack-
ing in flavor.  Seaweed sal-
ad was visually arresting 
with various shades of red 

and green seaweeds, but 
mostly tasted fishy.  The 
Kyoto style Futomaki was 
a kitchen sink of a sushi 
roll, managing to include 
tuna, shrimp, eel, avoca-
do, cucumber, tamago and 
tomiko all in one zaftig 
roll.  Other sushi we sam-
pled was run-of-the-mill 
except for uni, which had 
a pronounced bitter after-
taste, making us wary of 
finishing it.

The Bottom Line
Hibino LIC sets itself 

apart from the competi-
tion with its obonzai and 
homemade tofu.  These 
toothsome tidbits are wor-
thy of exploration.  But if 
it’s creature comforts you 
crave, you’d do better to 
look elsewhere.

Hibino
Continued from Page 45

mets toward the ground, 
stopping himself at the 
last possible second.

Near the end of the 

show, the character Cali, a 
half-man half-lizard crea-
ture, takes center stage 
and performs a juggling 
act that at one point in-
cludes a flaming ball.

The story wraps up 
with a nice bit of symme-

try as the two young lov-
ers go off to begin their 
lives together, Prospera 
removes a blue cape and 
places it into the wind vor-
tex where it dances and 
flits about the stage. 

Cirque
Continued from Page 46

offers rotating exhibitions 
and long-term installations. 
Currently on view: Korakrit 
Arunanondchai’s video 
installation “2012-2555”; Maria 
Lassnig’s self-portraits based 
on how her body feels from the 
inside.
When: Through May 25
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students and 
seniors, Free/children under 16

Arts
Continued from Page 46

Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Year of Brazil: Art of South 
America — The Godwin-
Ternbach Museum highlights 
South American artworks from 
its permanent collection. 
When: Through August
Where: The Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College 
Klapper Hall, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

DANCE

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome and 
all materials are provided. When: 
Mondays, 5:30 pm workshop for 
children 8 to 11; 6:30 pm workshop 
for all ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

BY SHANICE PUNNETT

Two Kew Gardens 
community art shows will 
merge to celebrate Inter-
national Day of Peace and 
Earth Day.

All are invited to view 
the Global Art Project 
for Peace exhibition and 
The Potter’s Wheel Art-
ists exhibit “Off The Wall” 
through April 22 at Austin’s 
Ale House, at 82-70 Austin 
St. in Kew Gardens.

Carol Lacks, coordina-
tor of the event, said she has 
organized small art shows 
in the past, but this is her 
first time working with the 
Global Art Project.

“We don’t have galler-
ies in the community and 
we would like to give art-
ists a chance to show their 
work,” she said. “PS 99 has 
a group project that will be 
on display. It’s very excit-
ing.”

The Global Art Project 
for Peace Exhibition will 
include 18 Queens artists 
and two groups that have 
registered online with the 
Global Art Project — an 
award-winning interna-
tional organization that 
has linked 115,000 partici-
pants in 82 countries.

This month, partici-
pants worldwide and from 
Queens are creating a work 
of art expressing their vi-
sion of global peace and 
goodwill. The art will be 
displayed locally in each 
participant’s community 

during the first three weeks 
of April, and then mailed to 
an assigned global partner 
in another country or state 
in the USA as a gift of glob-
al friendship.

For The Potter’s Wheel 
Artists Exhibit, numerous 
potters have created a di-
verse grouping of wall art. 
These are three-dimension-
al, in some cases touchable 
and also functional, mean-
ing they are useful in many 
ways, inviting you to take 
them “off the wall” and put 
them into pleasurable use.

The Potter’s Wheel is a 
teaching studio and gallery 
which has been in existence 
for more than 35 years.

Owner Grace Anker 
said the Wheel worked 
with Global Art Project as 
a way of bringing people 
together.

“Last year we did a 

pottery show with wall 
pieces,” she said. “I felt 
comfortable doing it again. 
It’s a nice way to bring peo-
ple together.”

Anker expects a good 
turnout after more than 100 
people attended last year.

The International 
Day of Peace is devoted to 
strengthening the ideals 
of peace both within and 
among all nations, while 
Earth Day is a day of collec-
tive environmentalism for 
a sustainable future, and 
locally a multicultural cele-
bration of global peace and 
goodwill through art titled 
“Peace, Love and Pottery.”

The show is a free event 
and Austin’s Ale House will 
be hosting another show in 
October displaying the art-
work received from all the 
global partners.

Twice the art as shows 
team up in Kew Gdns.

Artist Carol Lacks piece, “WINDOWGAP,” which is part of the cur-
rent Kew Gardens show was inspired by a Langston Hughes’ 
poem. Photo courtesy Carol Lacks
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71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

OFF THE HOOK

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

There is a new police 
command center on the 
block, and Howard Beach 
residents have welcomed it 
with open arms.

Joann Ariola, presi-
dent of the Howard Beach 
Linden Civic, said more 
than 200 people gathered at 
the Howard Beach and Lin-
denwood neighborhood as-
sociation’s March 25 meet-
ing to air concerns about 
a rash of burglaries before 
Deputy Chief David Bar-
rere, commanding officer 
of Patrol Borough Queens 
South.

The next day, the Po-
lice Department opened a 
mobile command center 
near PS 207, on 160th Av-
enue between 88th and 89th 
streets, and dispatched 
more than 60 officers to the 
area.

Barrere and Deputy 
Inspector Jeffrey Schiff, 
who commands the 106th 
Precinct, also sat down 
with Howard Beach resi-
dents and City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 

March 27 to discuss the 
strategy.

“First and foremost, 
the burglaries have ceased. 
Secondly, and also very im-
portant, the residents feel 
safe,” Ariola said, noting 
there were officers on the 
corners of several avenues 
and marked cars roaming 
Howard Beach. “The resi-
dents, who were being held 
hostage at one point, feel 
very safe and they’re very 
appreciative.”

The 106th Precinct, 
which patrols South Rich-
mond Hill, Ozone Park and 
Howard Beach, circulated 
fliers warning of a pattern 
detected in five burglaries 
committed between March 
22 and 26.

The flier said burglars 
broke in through side doors 
or windows, and in one case 
the front door, often getting 
into safes and leaving with 
untraceable property such 
as jewelry, electronics and 
cash.

The push-ins tended to 
happen during narrow win-
dows, suggesting that the 
perpetrators noticed fami-
lies leaving their homes or 
had become familiar with 
their habits, police said.

Although two men 

invaded a home near 78th 
Street and 160th Avenue 
and tied up a woman March 
12, police stressed that she 
was not harmed and that 
the incident was unrelated 
to the burglaries.

“The community’s 

unity and passion dis-
played were very impres-
sive and the concerns 
voiced at the meeting were 
heard,” the flier said. “As 
a result, a concentration of 
officers have been assigned 
to address these crimes: 15 
plainclothes officers, more 
than 30 uniformed officers, 
eight community affairs of-
ficers, 10 auxiliary officers 
and a large command post 
vehicle.”

Ariola said police have 
agreed to maintain their 
presence in the area until it 
is no longer necessary.

“With these addition-
al resources, it is only a 
matter of time before the 
person(s) responsible for 
the recent spike in crime 
is arrested and brought to 
justice,” Ulrich said in a 
statement. “Howard Beach 
is a safe community and I 
will do everything I can to 
help the NYPD keep it that 
way.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city Council’s 

Public Safety Committee 
is hoping the new NYPD 
inspector general can ef-
fectively walk the line be-
tween deterring crime and 
protecting civil liberties.

Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), one 
of two borough lawmakers 
on the committee, said he 
wishes the new appointee 
the best of luck and will be 
keeping a watchful eye on 
his progress.

“Our new inspector 
general, Philip Eure, has a 
tough job ahead of him — to 
make sure that the Police 
Department is using best 
practices to keep us safe 
from a myriad of threats 

without compromising our 
civil liberties,” he said. “I 
wish him well, but I intend 
to closely monitor his work 
to ensure that he is helping 
the police department ac-
complish both of these ob-
jectives.”

Mark Peters, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s pick to 
head the city Department 
of Investigation, Friday 
announced he had chosen 
Eure, executive director of 
Washington, D.C.’s Office 
of Police Complaints, to be 
the first inspector general 
to oversee the NYPD.

Eure, 52, said he would 
work to restore the “public’s 
confidence” in the city’s 
police force, mirroring the 
language the City Council 
used last year when law-

makers pushed through a 
package of controversial 
measures to provide more 
accountability with the 
department in the wake of 
backlash over its stop-and-
frisk practices.

“Providing oversight 
that enriches police work 
and fosters greater under-
standing between law en-
forcement and the public 
has been the focus of my ca-
reer,” he said. “I will ensure 
that we conduct thorough 
investigations to effect re-
form that strengthens this 
city’s law enforcement ef-
forts and the public’s confi-
dence in its police force.

“It is an honor to lead 
New York City’s first Office 
of Inspector General for the 
Police Department and to 

work in one of the greatest 
cities and with one of the 
premier police departments 
in the world.”

With a majority of the 
Queens delegation support-
ing the measure, the Coun-
cil in August overrode May-
or Michael Bloomberg’s 

veto of Local Law 70, which 
created the watchdog posi-
tion to review and made 
recommendations on the 
Police Department’s poli-
cies in order to increase 
“the public’s confidence in 
the police force.”

The law, along with 
another that expanded the 
definition of racial profil-
ing, was drafted at a time 
when the department’s 
stop-and-frisk policies 
were coming under harsh 
attack. Political hopefuls, 
including then-candidate 
de Blasio, were making 
stop-and-frisk stances part 
of their political platforms 
as a federal judge had re-
cently ruled the practices 
unconstitutional.

Manhattan federal 

Judge Shira Scheindlin has 
appointed a federal monitor 
who will work in tandem 
with the new inspector gen-
eral to oversee the depart-
ment.

Peters, head of the In-
vestigation Department, 
said the new IG comes with 
the experience needed.

“Phil Eure is a nation-
ally recognized police ac-
countability expert who 
also has years of experi-
ence in government law 
enforcement,” he said. “His 
tenure leading and shaping 
an independent oversight 
agency and working with a 
major, metropolitan police 
force gives him extraordi-
nary insight as he works to 
build DOI’s first NYPD Of-
fice of Inspector General.”

Assistant Chief David Barrere (r.), who commands Patrol Borough Queens South, discusses crime with 
Howard Beach residents and City Councilman Eric Ulrich. Photo courtesy Ulrich

PHILIP EURE

Cops fi ght burglaries in Howard Beach
NYPD responds to residents’ request for help with mobile command center, more police offi cers

Lancman to keep an eye on NYPD’s new watchdog

DEPUTY INSPECTOR JEFFREY 
SCHIFF
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QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Blasio’s mayoral campaign 
was a proposal to fund an 
expansion of nearly 40,000 
pre-K seats in two years 
through an increase on 
the income tax paid by the 
city’s wealthiest earners.

That proposal hit a 
roadblock in Albany when 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo came 
out in opposition to the tax 
hike, and when lawmakers 
reached an agreement on 
the budget over the week-
end, it was the governor’s 
plan that prevailed with 
$300 million headed toward 
the city.

That figure fell about 
$40 million short of what 
City Hall wanted for pre-
K and did not include $190 
million de Blasio sought 
for an expansion of after-
school programs for middle 
schoolers.

But despite the politi-
cal setback  early on in his 
administration, the mayor 
was looking on the bright 
side.

“This is one of the 

things that I came here to 
do as mayor, and now when 
that vote is taken, it will be 
a reality. It is truly histor-
ic,” he said.

Some had proposed 
the idea that Cuomo’s op-
position to the tax increase 
was political posturing 
as he gets ready to run for 
re-election and de Blasio 
said returning to the issue 
in the future is not off the 
table.

“Look, I’m going to 
speak from a hopeful per-
spective, because this is 
such a clear and substan-
tial victory,” he said. “I am 
going to speak from the per-
spective that we believe, if 
we all keep our eye on the 
ball, that this full commit-
ment will be met over five 
years.

“If that’s the case, 
we’ve achieved the mission. 
Something changes — all 
options are on the table,” 
the mayor added. “But right 
now we feel very good about 
where we stand and the tra-
jectory that we’re on.”

It is now up to the city 
Department of Education 
to approve programs and 
staff in order to have the 
expanded offerings avail-
able in September.

Alicia Hyndman, pres-
ident of the Community Ed-
ucation Council for District 
29 in southeast Queens, 
said a lot of parents will 
sleep easier now.

“Because as a single 
parent, a parent in south-
east Queens and a parent 
leader for so many years, 
one of the dilemmas always 
is childcare,” she said. 
“What do parents do? And 
this — I have to tell you that 
filling out the application 
at 5 o’clock in the morning 
when it came online with 
the DOE was frustrating 
when you see the choices 
and how the limits are and 
which programs are full-
day and which programs 
are half-day.”

Continued from Page 4 

Pre-K

ALICIA HYNDMAN

Speaker taps three Qns pols 
to join policy working group

BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) named three 
Queens Council members to her new Poli-
cy Working Group last week.

Council Majority Leader Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), as well as Council-
men Peter Koo (D-Flushing) and I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), will join 10 other 
members on the new panel, a group that 
will vet bills and was created in the hope 
of making the Council’s legislative process 
more democratic, the speaker’s office said.

“Our goal from Day 1 has been to open 
up the Council and to make it more acces-
sible to everyone, and that’s just what this 
Policy Working Group will do,” Mark-Viv-
erito said. “I look forward to helping build 
consensus on our shared priorities for New 
York City.”

The speaker’s office said the new 
group will work to gain consensus on pri-
ority bills and will offer a chance for mem-
bers to collaborate to help set the agenda.

“Through this transformative Policy 
Working Group, the New York City Coun-
cil will help usher in a more transparent 

legislative process, which promises to ad-
vocate for public policy initiatives that will 
improve the lives of all New Yorkers,” Van 
Bramer said.

The working group will also provide 
Council members with a way of petitioning 
the speaker to get their bills passed, Koo’s 
office said.

Council members will not be required 
to go through the working group to get 
their bills through committee or up for a 
vote.

The group’s members will convene 
twice a month and their meetings will not 
be public.

“This group will allow for a new, more 
inclusive process for members represent-
ing diverse constituencies to help steer the 
direction of policy in the City Council,” 
Miller said.

Of the three Queens councilmen ap-
pointed to the working group, Koo is the 
only one who sided with Mark-Viverito’s 
opponent during the speaker’s race.

Koo’s office said his appointment to 
the working group is a sign of his growing 
legislative clout on the Council.
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other day, another year 
to fix our broken immi-
gration system. The time 
is now,” said SJ Jung, a 
Flushing business owner 
and president of the MinK-
won Center for Community 
Action, who participated in 
a eight-day fast in Washing-
ton, D.C., last year to raise 
awareness of the issue.

State lawmakers 
joined Israel to voice their 
support of federal immigra-
tion reform and to renew 
their push to get the state 
Dream Act passed.

The state Dream Act 
was voted down in the state 
Senate last month.

“Immigrants are the 
very embodiment of the 
American Dream. They 
came to this country in 
search of better jobs, better 
schools and a better future,” 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Whitestone) said. “It is our 
responsibility as legislators 
to make sure that our laws 
give them a fair and equal 
chance to make that dream 
a reality.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) was scheduled 
to attend the press confer-
ence to voice her support, 
but could not because of a 
death in her family.

want.”
De Blasio was able to 

toss a strike on the outside 
corner, before and after 
which he was loudly booed.

But de Blasio wasn’t 
the only one on the receiv-
ing end of fans’ disapproval. 
The crowd gave the Amaz-
in’s a bit of the Bronx cheer 
after pitcher Bobby Parnell 
blew a ninth-inning lead.

Mets fans want their 

team to improve on five 
straight sub-.500 seasons 
since 2008.

Thomas, dressed in a 
full Mets uniform, has been 
a fan since 1964 and a regu-
lar at most Opening Days 
since 1972. He said he hopes 
to be pleasantly surprised 
this year, but would also be 
ready to pitch in to help his 
team if called upon.

“I came ready to play,” 
Thomas said, looking down 
at his own uniform. “If you 
need a utility player to get 
out there in the late in-
nings, I’m your man.”

Continued from Page 24 
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Meng (D-Flushing).
“No longer will Ameri-

cans and New Yorkers be 
at the mercy of insurance 
companies,” Meng said. 
“No more denying coverage 
to people with pre-existing 
conditions. No more life-
time caps, no more drop-
ping those who get sick.”

Meng praised certain 
stipulations of the ACA 
that she said help further 
protect Americans, such 
as allowing parents to keep 
their children on their 
plans until age 26 and im-
proving the coverage of-
fered to senior citizens.

“I applaud the presi-
dent for proving the nay-
sayers wrong and for not 
backing down from those 
who sought to derail this 
law,” Meng said. “It’s time 
for them to realize that the 
ACA is here to stay.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

tor their children’s online 
activities to ensure that 
they are not being lured 
into dangerous situations.”

The DA’s office said 
Khan allegedly chatted 
with his interlocutor about 
having sex in a hotel and 
made arrangements to meet 
Wednesday for the first 
time, only to have pizza.

But when he allegedly 
showed up at the Queens 
location in the afternoon, 
Khan was met by an un-
dercover officer and was 
arrested on charges of at-
tempted statutory rape and 
criminal sex act, sending 
indecent material to a mi-
nor, endangering the wel-
fare of a child and resisting 
arrest, the DA said.

Khan has been a sci-
ence teacher at Hillside 
Arts and Letters, one of 
the schools on the cam-

pus, since 2011 and was 
reassigned away from the 
school following his arrest, 
the city Department of Edu-
cation said.

If convicted on the 
charges, Khan faces up to 
four years in jail, the pros-
ecutor’s office said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 41 

Obamacare

Continued from Page 24 
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Lawmakers gather at Flushing Town Hall to push immigration re-
form. Photo courtesy Grace Meng

Continued from Page 37 

Mets

Patrick McLoughlin smiles 
alongside his wife Christine 
and their sons Patrick, 2, 
and Aidan, 1. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Queens had one of its 

best boys’ basketball sea-
sons in recent years.

Christ the King won 
its fourth CHSAA intersec-
tional championship in the 
last five seasons and its sec-
ond-straight state Federa-
tion Class AA crown. 
To do so, it had 
to beat Benja-
min Cardozo 
in the state 
s e m i f i -

nals. The Judges took down 
four Brooklyn schools to 
win their first PSAL city 

title since 
1999.

C on -
struction, 

after mov-
ing up from 

the ‘A,’ defeat-
ed the Judges 

for the Queens title 
earlier in the year, 

and Archbishop Molloy 
played its first season in 

55 years without legend-
ary Coach Jack Curran, 
who died last January. This 
year also marked the 45th 
and final season for legend-
ary Campus Magnet Coach 
Charles Granby.

Here are the play-
ers selected as the best in 
Queens:

All-Queens Player of 

the Year: Rawle Alkins, 

Christ the King

The sophomore guard 
made clutch plays at the big-
gest moments of the Royals’ 
state Federation title run. 
He scored 24 points, buried 
a huge three-pointer and 
contained Loughlin star 
Khadeen Carrington in the 
CHSAA final.

Alkins, who aver-
aged 17 points per 

game during the 
regular season, 

also hit the 
tying trey 
with 50 
seconds to 
go in state 
semifinals 
a g a i n s t 

Cardozo. Alkins has lived 
up to the hype about him.

All-Queens Coach of 

the Year: Ron Naclerio, 

Benjamin Cardozo

The longtime Judges 
coach broke down crying 
after winning his first 
PSAL city title in 15 years. 
The victory washed away 
years of frustration for Na-
clerio, who takes each loss 
to heart.

He turned in one of 
his best coaching jobs this 
season. Naclerio picked his 
team back up after losing 
in the borough final and 
brought out the best in star 
sophomore Rashond Sal-
nave and his hungry group 
of seniors.

All-Queens First 

Team

F Travis Atson, Christ 
the King

Atson burst onto the 
scene and emerged as one of 
the city’s best and most con-
sistent players. The junior 
won the MVP of the Stop-

DWI Holiday Classic and of 
the CHSAA intersectional 
final, where he scored 21 
points and grabbed 10 re-
bounds. Atson did all the 
little things to help CK suc-
ceed.

G C.J. Davis, Archbish-
op Molloy

The Columbia-bound 
point guard was again one 
of the five borough’s most 
well-rounded players. For 
Davis, posting a triple dou-
ble — double digit in points, 
rebounds and assists — 
was not uncommon.  He av-
eraged 16 points per game 
and helped the Stanners 
to a third-place finish in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens.

C Adonis Delarosa, 
Christ the King

Delarosa was a domi-
nant presence in the paint 
and excelled in the big 
moments. The 6-foot-10 
senior scored 23 points 
and grabbed 12 rebounds 
against Bishop Loughlin in 
the CHSAA championship. 
His charge, on which a foul 
was called on Hayes, and 
late three-point play sealed 
a stunning CK comeback in 
the league semifinals vs. 
Cardinal Hayes.

G Ray Salnave, Benja-
min Cardozo

The super sophomore 
arrived this season, prov-
ing he was worthy of being 
called the city’s next great 
guard. Salnave poured in 31 
points in the PSAL quarter-
final against South Shore 
and hit two free throws 
with 2.5 seconds left to win 
Cardozo the city title. He is 
determined to make sure 
this year’s title isn’t his last 
high school crown.

F Francisco Williams, 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Kollyns Scarbrough 

had four fouls and knew 
Coach Bob Mackey was 
saving her on the bench for 
an important moment.

She just didn’t know 
when and what would get 
her back in the game.

The Christ the King 
basketball forward’s num-
ber was called when Mich-
igan-bound wing Maria 
Backman fouled out late 
in overtime of the May-
or’s Cup all-star basketbll 
game. It didn’t take long for 
Scarbrough to make an im-
pact and earn her CHSAA 
team bragging rights in the 
annual matchup against 
the PSAL.

“Why was I going 
to have her play the first 
couple minutes and pick 
up a cheap foul,” Mackey 
said about overtime. “It 
was going to come down to 
the last couple of minutes 
anyway.”

Scarbrough, who is 
headed to Siena next sea-
son, put the CHSAA up for 
good with the put back of 
a missed Nyasha Irizarry 
free throw. She scored 12 of 
her 17 points in the second 

half to leads the Catholic 
league team to a come-
from-behind 85-80 victory 
over their PSAL girls’ bas-
ketball counterparts dur-
ing the Mayor’s Cup at City 
College Saturday. Scar-
brough was awarded most 
valuable player honors.

“It’s bragging rights, 
you know,” Scarbrough 
said. “New York City is big 
for basketball. The PSAL 
is strong; so is Catholic. 
It’s kind of like a rival.”

Scarbrough entered 
the game with 2:44 left in 
overtime and the score 
still tied at 78-78 after 
Backman, who put up a 
game-high 25 points, was 
called for an offensive foul 
and had to exit.

Irizarry, a Manhattan 
College commit, missed 
her second free throw with 
59 seconds left, but Scar-
brough flew in along the 
left side to grab it and put 
it back in. The basket gave 
the CHSAA an 81-80 lead.

“I was just trying to 
get to the basket,” Scar-
brough said. “I just threw 
it up there and luckily it 
went in.”

She followed that 

Sports

Continued on Page 57Continued on Page 57
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Christ the King’s Kollyns Scarbrough heads to the hoop during the 
Mayor’s Cup. Photo by Robert Cole

Alkins named best in boro
Cardozo’s Ron Naclerio picked as All Queens Coach of the Year

CHSAA stars shine 
at Mayor’s Cup game

Christ the King’s Rawle Alkins tops TimesLedger Newspapers’ All-
Queens basketball team. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Mets fans, get used to 

this.
The Metropolitans 

gave you a look on Open-
ing Day of what the 2014 
club could be and it should 
give supporters cause for 
concern. The Amazins’ 
received an above average 
start from Dylan Gee, hit 
three home runs, struck 
out 18 times and watched 
the bullpen implode in a 
disappointing 9-7 loss to the 
Washington Nationals at 
Citi Field Monday.

The Mets made im-

provements from 2013, but 
they were minor ones at 
best with the addition of 
outfielders Curtis Grand-
erson and Chris Young, for-
mer Detroit Tigers closer 
Jose Valverde and veteran 
starter Bartolo Colon.

Not enough was done 
to truly justify General 
Manager Sandy Alderson’s 
expectation of a jump from 
74 wins to 90. Still, I applaud 
him for at least trying to 
raise the bar of mediocrity 
in Flushing.

The Mets have more 
power in their batting 
order with Granderson, 
Wright and Young, who 
missed Opening Day with a 
right quad strain. They also 
raise the team’s propensity 
for strikeouts, and that’s 
even before we consider 
Ike Davis, Lucas Duda and 

Rubin Tejada. Granderson, 
Wright and Young were 
fanned a combined 446 
times in their last injury-

free seasons.
The Mets’ starting 

pitching will do enough to 
keep them in games despite 

the loss of ace Matt Harvey 
to Tommy John surgery. 
I have confidence in put-
ting Zach Wheeler, Gee, 
Colon, Jenrry Mejia and 
a healthy John Niese on 
the mound. Top prospects 
Noah Syndergaard and Ra-
fael Montero are still in the 
minor league.

Whether the bullpen 
can hold on to leads for 
them is the issue. Open-
ing Day didn’t provided 
a vote of confidence out-
side a strong outing from 
Valverde in the setup role 
and closer Bobby Parnell 
being a close call away on 
a pitch to Danny Espinosa 
from ending things in the 
ninth.

The Mets bullpen al-
lowed five runs and walked 
four in 3 1/3 innings of 
work. These are mostly 

guys from the same reliev-
ing core that suffered 31 
losses in 2013, tied for the 
fifth most in the majors.

Opening Day is one 
game. You should never 
overact, but based on play-
ers’ past histories, it gave 
us a picture of the worst-
case scenario for the Mets 
this season. 

There is still time 
to improve but are there 
enough resources?

The Mets payroll is 
$74 million, 22nd out of 30 
Major League teams. The 
small-market Minnesota 
Twins, Kansas City Royals 
and Pittsburgh Pirates are 
all spending more.

If you are the Mets, 
you can try to squeeze the 
most out of what you have, 
but more often than not you 
get what you pay for.

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
It is always difficult to 

defend a championship, but 
it may be harder to do so 
at the high school level be-
cause teams lose key mem-
bers each season.

Construction will be 
without big pieces from 
last year’s PSAL Class A 
championship squad, but 
will return two key softball 
players who are aiming for 
another league title.

The defending cham-
pion Red Hawks bring back 
pitcher and top hitter Brit-
ney Rodriguez, TimesLedg-
er Newspapers’ reigning 
Queens Player of the Year, 
along with All-Queens 
senior shortstop Amy 
Pirozek. Construction is 
already off to a strong start 
this season, and Coach 
Marco Migliaccio sees Ro-
driguez and Pirozek, both 
seniors, as keys to the Red 
Hawks’ success.

“Britney is a top player 
in the state,” he said. “She 
dominates on the mound 

and at bat. Amy is the cap-
tain and our leader.”

Rodriguez showed she 
deserved the recognition 
last year in the circle by 
putting up a 20-1 overall 
record and posting a 1.37 
ERA. She also displayed her 
talent at the plate, blasting 
eight home runs and col-
lecting 52 RBI in 21 games. 
She wants to win the title 
again with Construction as 
well as staying on top of her 

own game.
“We are playing as a 

team and we are playing to 
defend our title,” Rodriguez 
said. “Personally, I want to 
keep up what I did last year 
this year. I finished last 
year strong, and I am play-
ing to be remembered.”

Getting back to the 
top will present some chal-
lenges for Construction. It 
lost four position players, 
including All-Queens first 

team catcher Kailan Lu-
ciano and Katherine Valle 
at first base.

Pirozek, who batted 
.680, scored 40 runs and col-
lected 34 RBI last season, 
wants to help the players 
who may not have as much 
experience to take the Red 
Hawks back to the top of the 
league.

“I think I can use 
last year to influence the 
team,” she said. “We lost a 

lot of players, but I will use 
the season to influence the 
team to be the best that we 
can be.”

Migliaccio already 
sees players stepping up to 
fill the void. He described 
freshman Lizul Portugal as 
one of the team’s top hitters 
and noted first baseman 
Nicole Ovelheira was mak-
ing contact with the ball 
well. Portugal knows she 
is an important part of the 

team and believes she can 
compete at the varsity level 
because of her time on the 
summer travel ball circuit.

“I just have to contrib-
ute and use my skill,” she 
said. “I have enough expe-
rience through tournament 
ball.”

Migliaccio also sees 
senior outfielders Karina 
Aquino and Jayleen Ovall-
es stepping up for the Red 
Hawks. Construction has 
started this season 4-0 and 
has won three of the four 
games by 10 or more runs. 
As the team continues to 
grow and work hard, Migli-
accio envisions this club as 
being as good as last year’s.

“We need to work 
hard, work on fundamen-
tals, make sure our chemis-
try is working the same as 
last year,” Migliaccio said. 
“If we work hard, we will 
be fine. We expect to do our 
best and whatever happens 
happens. If we do our best, 
good things will happen.”
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Staszewski

Block Shots

Construction sets sights on PSAL crown
Defending champs Red Hawks hope to fi ll gaps left by graduating players during this softball season

Construction Coach Marco Migliaccio directs his team from the 
dugout. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Opening Day gives fans glimpse at Amazin’s fl awed roster

Construction’s Britney Rodriguez prepares to release a pitch. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Pitcher Bobby Parnell throws to first in an attempt to catch a run-
ner off the base. Photo by Christina Santucci



TL

57

with a transition layup, 
and Irizarry, who scored 
nine points, made two free 
throws with 17 seconds 
left to seal the win for 
the CHSAA. Murry Berg-
traum’s Joella Gibson, led 
the PSAL in scoring with 
18 points and Truman’s 
Marika Gordon added 16.

The Catholic league 
trailed for most of the 
game, and was down 60-54 
early in the fourth quarter. 
Irizarry admitted the team 

didn’t pick up its intensity 
until late in the game to 
make sure they picked up a 
bragging rights win.

“In the fourth quarter 
we realized we have to get 
this game,” Irizarry said. 
“Just to prove, we think our 
league is better.”

Molloy duo helps 

power CHSAA boys to 

rout of PSAL: Archbishop 
Molloy senior forward Ja-
son Cethoute poured in 17 
points and Columbia-bound 
teammate C.J. Davis added 
12 in the CHSAA’s 108-86 
victory over the PSAL in 
the Mayor’s Cup boys’ bas-
ketball game.

Cethoute enjoyed 
getting to play alongside 
Bishop Loughlin guards 
Khadeen Carrington (18 
points) and Mike Williams 
(13 points) instead of com-
peting against them for a 
change.

“It was fun not having 
to guard these guys,” he 
said. “I just had fun.”

The game gives the 
Catholic league some brag-
ging rights after the PSAL 
held on for a win in last 
year’s contest.

“Now they know we 
are the best in the city,” 
Cethoute said. “They were 
talking the whole time.”

Benjamin Cardozo
The senior forward 

was a major reason the 
Judges can call themselves 
city champions. Williams 
averaged 11 points and six 
rebounds during the regu-
lar season and tallied a 
game-high 21 points in the 
final against Jefferson. Car-
dozo will miss his rebound-
ing, defense and leadership 
skill next season.

All-Queens Second 

Team

F Marlon Alcindor, 
Construction

Alcindor, who came 
over from St. John’s Prep, 
was a force in the PSAL. 
He averaged 18.6 points and 
5.1 rebounds per game. The 
senior tallied 25 points to 
help the Red Hawks win the 
Queens title.

G Jermaine Bishop, 
Holy Cross

The junior point guard 
had a dynamic influence 
on the Knights this season. 
Bishop, who could score in 
multiple ways, averaged 
16.9 points and led a mid-
season resurgence as Holy 

Cross had a big January.
F Jason Cethoute, 

Archbishop Molloy
Cethoute was a Mr. Ev-

erything for the Stanners. 
The senior was a major con-
tributor in the paint and on 
the glass and the team’s 
second scorer behind C.J. 
Davis with 16.3 points per 
contest.

G Andre Walker, Christ 
the King

The senior quietly 
went about his business as 
other Royals grabbed the 
headlines. He then deliv-
ered his best game when it 

mattered most, scoring 25 
points in CK’s state Federa-
tion Class AA final victory 
over Long Island Lutheran.

G Justin Wright-Fore-
man, Construction

The Christ the King 
transfer made an immedi-
ate impact at Construction. 
He averaged 21.6 points 
per game during the regu-
lar season. The junior had 
a huge third quarter in 
a 23-point performance 
against Dozo in the Queens 
final.

All-Queens Honor-

able Mention

G Moaiz Ahmad, Bay-
side

F Carl Balthazar Car-
dozo

G Nhoel Deverson, 
Monsignor McClancy

G Michael Fields, St. 
Francis Prep

G Gabe Kilpatrick, 
Archbishop Molloy

F Luis Hernandez, 
John Bowne

G Shane Herrity, St. 
Francis Prep

G Travis Raynor, 
Springfield Gardens

G Noah Vickers, Cam-
pus Magnet

F Joshua Wallace, Holy 
Cross

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Former Archbishop 

Molloy guard Russ Smith 
saw his stellar four years at 
Louisville come to a close 
in the No. 4 Cardinals’ 74-
69 loss to No. 8 Kentucky in 
the Sweet 16 of the NCAA 
men’s basketball tourna-
ment Saturday.

Smith scored 23 points 
in his final game as a Car-
dinal, but was unable to 
move his team closer to a 
second-straight national 
championship March 29. 
His potential tying three-
pointer came up short with 
four seconds left. The play 
was originally designed to 
get teammate Luke Han-
cock the ball, but Smith 
had to improvise.

“I tried to take a three-
pointer to tie it up, and it 
just missed,” he said. “Ev-
erything went the right 
way, but Luke was just 

face-guarded and that was 
my first option. And I just 
decided to take a three-
pointer.”

Smith was gracious 
in defeat by going to shake 
the hands of the Wildcats 
players in their locker 
room after the game. The 
Cardinals had captured the 
American Athletic Confer-
ence title earlier in the sea-
son and their senior class is 
one of the most successful 
in school history.

Smith ends his career 
averaging 14.3 points per 
game, including 18 points 
per contest his last two sea-
sons. He chose to forgo the 
NBA draft to come back to 
Louisville for his senior 
season and is now projected 
to be a second-round pick 
this year. He couldn’t have 
been happier with his deci-
sion to return.

“I had a chance to have 
senior night at the Yum! 

Center and things like 
that,” Smith said. “Means 
a lot to me. I got a chance 
to help some freshmen and 
new guys develop and just 
become a person, become a 
changed man, that’s really 

important to me.”
Former Royals star 

Edwards, Penn State 

fall in Sweet 16: Ariel Ed-
wards, a Christ the King 
alum, turned up her game 
in the NCAA tournament, 

but was unable to get the 
Nittany Lions to the Elite 
Eight.

The senior wing scored 
a team-high 22 points in No. 
3-seeded Penn State’s 82-57 
loss to No. 2 Stanford in the 
Sweet 16 of the NCAA wom-
en’s basketball tournament 
Saturday. It was Edwards’ 
fourth 20-point game in the 
last six contests.

“My coaches kept tell-
ing me that they needed me 
to be aggressive this game,” 
Edwards said. “After I got a 
little bit of the jitters out, I 
felt like I settled in a little 
bit and was able to be more 
aggressive.”

Edwards was Penn 
State’s second leading 
scorer this season with 15.7 
points per game to go along 
with 5.7 rebounds per con-
test. She is part of a senior 
class that finishes second 
in school history with a 101-
31 overall record.

Penn State Coach Co-
quese Washington was 
pleased with Edwards’ play 
in the season finale.

“I think she played like 
she’s been playing the last 
10, 12 games of the season,” 
Washington said. “When 
she’s really aggressive and 
attacking the basket, you 
know, and her mid-range 
game.”

Smith, Louisville 

fall short of Final Four: 
Former Christ the King 
guard Bria Smith and her 
team were the darlings in 
last season’s tournament, 
when they reached the na-
tional championship game.

But their trip back 
was cut short when No. 3 
Louisville fell 76-73 to No. 
4 Maryland at home in the 
Elite 8 Monday night.

Smith, a junior, did not 
score a point in the game, 
but averaged 7.6 points per 
contest this season.
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Queens stars’ play in Big Dance falls short of fi nals

Louisville’s Russ Smith shoots over Kentucky’s James Young. 
AP Photo/David J. Phillip

All-Queens
Continued from Page 55 

Mayor’s
Continued from Page 55 

Cardozo Coach Ron Naclerio 
communicates with his player 
earlier in the season. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo
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the summer when she was 
hit by a stray bullet while 
riding a city bus back from 
a Sweet 16 party in South 
Jamaica.

Law enforcement of-
ficials believe the suspect 
charged in her killing, 
Kevin McClinton,  was aim-
ing for someone else  when 
he opened fire on the bus, 
but the NYPD Monday did 
not make a connection be-
tween the deaths of D’aja 
and Khalil Bowlin.

Barbie Bowlin said her 
son was devastated by his 
cousin’s death.

“He went into a shell 
after D’aja was killed,” she 
said. “I will never forget 
that day. He cried like a 
baby.”

Khalil Bowlin, who 
had been a student at the 
Campus Magnet complex, 
was working to get his GED 
and planned to enter the 
U.S. Navy, his mother said. 

“My 3-year-old is ask-
ing for his brother. What 
am supposed to tell him? 
That you are never going 
to see your brother again?” 
Barbie Bowlin said.

The most recent blood-
shed is the latest blow to 
a family that has had to 
grieve before.

Bowlin’s uncle, Colin 
Bowlin, was a former NYPD 
officer who was killed in 
South Jamaica in 2011. Ja-
maica teenager Devante 
Seabrook was arrested and 
charged with his murder, 
according to the district at-
torney’s office. 

In 2010, Bowlin’s fa-
ther, Gary Bowlin, was 
killed when an argument 
broke out during an after-
hours game of dice in the 
back of his barber shop in 
Richmond Hill.

Gary Bowlin’s killer, 

Kereim Richardson, was 
convicted of second-degree 
murder late last year.

Barbie Bowlin said her 
son was deeply affected by 
the killings and had a mes-
sage for whoever cut her 
son’s life short.

“He just had a lot of an-
ger inside of him because 
of the deaths of his family 
members. He stayed to him-
self,” she said. “Just know 
the person who did this to 
my son is going to pay. We 
are not going to rest at all.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1 

Murder
budget cycle, and the li-
brary will suffer, which is 
an outcome nobody wants.”

The library declined 
a request for comment on 
Katz’s statement.

Katz is not the first 
Queens leader to call for 
Galante to step aside.

Following the bor-
ough president’s request, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) doubled down on 
the call he made for Gal-
ante to resign after a spe-
cial City Council oversight 
committee grilled him on 
his $391,549 salary and the 
library’s spending on con-
struction projects while he 
was outsourcing union cus-
todial jobs.

Since then, Galante 
has been under close watch 
with the city comptroller 
conducting a high-profile 
audit of the library’s op-
erations and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
looking into construction 

contracts the city awarded 
to an associate of Galante’s 
at the Elmont School Dis-
trict.

Over the weekend a 
Daily News report claimed 
records obtained from the 
Nassau County school dis-
trict where Galante works 
as a consultant show he 
billed his second job for an 
average of 28 days a month, 
seemingly contradicting 
what he had told Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village) in a let-
ter about his income from 
an outside job.

Crowley did not weigh 
in on Galante’s future with 
the library, but said the 
nonprofit’s CEO should be 
held to a higher standard of 
transparency.

“For the protection 
of our tax dollars, people 
like Mr. Galante, with the 
power to award city-funded 
contracts, must be held to 
the [city Conflict of Interest 
Board] standard of trans-
parency,” she wrote in an 
e-mail to the TimesLedger. 
“This is not unreasonable.”

Katz also wrote a simi-
lar letter to the library’s 
board of trustees, asking 
that it take action on her 
request at its meeting this 
week.

“As an elected official 
charged with allocating 
taxpayer dollars, I must 
ensure they are appropri-
ated wisely — and I cannot 
do that while the library’s 
sitting president faces a 
federal investigation,” she 
wrote.

“I know the board 
agrees that ensuring the 
library’s continued opera-
tion, growth and success, 
along with its constant 
funding, must be our high-
est priority,” she continued. 
“I believe that these goals 
can only now be achieved 
by temporarily removing 
Tom from leadership.”

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) and 
Assemblyman Jeffrion Au-
bry (D-Corona) planned to 
make an announcement 
Thursday on proposed leg-
islation that would reform 
the library.

Continued from Page 1 

Galante

D’aja Robinson (l.) and Colin Bowlin were both killed within the last 
three years during shootings.

the Sandy rebuild.”
Despite de Blasio’s an-

nouncement of new leader-
ship, some residents and 
city officials say they have 
lost faith in Build It Back 
and are still skeptical of 

how successful the initia-
tive can really be.

“Build It Back has 
been an abysmal failure 
since Day One,” said City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), who rep-
resents the Rockaways and 
the beach communities that 
were most affected by the 
storm. “Bureaucratic red 
tape, lost paperwork and 

overall lack of accountabil-
ity have stood in the way of 
people getting the help they 
need. I am hoping that the 
new administration will 
address these longstand-
ing issues and deliver the 
relief that homeowners and 
residents have been wait-
ing for.”

Continued from Page 18 

Sandy

fallen apart. Sometimes we 
have to endure the unen-
durable for safety’s sake.”

But when talk of the 
transportation alternative 
began, the mood shifted 
dramatically. The MTA 
runs a free shuttle bus from 
Queensboro Plaza on a loop 
through Court Square and 
Hunters Point while the 
service on the No. 7 is sus-
pended to bring custom-
ers to connect with N and 
Q trains into Manhattan 
as well as Queensbound  7 
trains.

Citizens and political 
leaders have argued for 
years that the one shuttle 
operation is not enough. It 
is inconvenient for those 
trying to get to Manhat-
tan and too confusing for 
inbound weekend visitors 
so necessary for the many 
shops, restaurants and cul-
tural institutions.

The answer, they said, 

is a shuttle bus directly 
through the Queens-Mid-
town Tunnel directly to 
Grand Central Terminal.

Bianco told the crowd 
that a shuttle to Grand Cen-
tral was unnecessary, ac-
cording to agency data he 
has never presented to the 
public.

“It would benefit a 
limited number of people 
with only a limited gain in 
time,” Bianco said.

That is when state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) got up from his seat and 
grabbed a microphone.

“Are you making that 
up?” he asked incredulous-
ly. “Is this anecdotal?”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) added that the data 
would make for fascinat-
ing reading and, when he 
asked the crowd if a Man-
hattan-shuttle was needed, 
the audience replied yes in 
unison.

Bianco and the senior 
staff were unmoved, anger-
ing David and Donna Drim-
er, owners of Matted LIC, a 

home decorating store and 
gallery, at 46-36 Vernon 
Blvd.

“They’re harming 
our business. Saturday is 
everything to a retailer,” 
David Drimer said, adding 
that the service shutdown 
during LIC Arts Open and 
the new LIC Springs! Street 
festival May 17 could cost 
their store up to 20 percent 
of their yearly profit.

“They’re closing down 
the street for the festi-
val, but you can’t even get 
there,” Donna Drimer said. 
“They are completely cut-
ting us off not only from 
Queens but Manhattan.”

Following the town 
hall meeting, Gianaris 
said, “This event was all 
well and good in that the 
MTA seems prepared to lis-
ten, but we need to see the 
MTA prepared to act. We 
need real relief from 7 train 
weekend closures, and I 
know many in this commu-
nity won’t be satisfied with-
out a shuttle bus through 
the Midtown Tunnel.”

Continued from Page 2 
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tions by both houses that 
removed Gov. Cuomo’s ill-
conceived raid on dedicat-
ed transit funds, the House 
and Senate failed to protect 
transit riders.”

Gene Russianoff, at-
torney for the transit advo-

cacy group Straphangers 
Campaign, and Riders Al-
liance said that the tens of 
millions of dollars set aside 
in the fund to improve tran-
sit could have ushered in  a 
new era for transit riders, 
who now face fare increas-
es and service cuts.

In October, the MTA 
is scheduled to present its 
five-year capital plan to the 

Legislature to cover an es-
timated gap of at least $15 
billion for repairs to the 
transit system.

The transit agency 
will also be getting ready to 
hold hearings on the fifth 
fare increase in six years.

The budget has a num-
ber of breaks for taxpayers, 
including for the first time 
one for renters.

liked Queens so much they 
moved here. It’s one of the 
reasons this borough is as 
diverse as it is today,” she 
said.

Katz agreed, saying, 
“As borough president, 

there isn’t anybody I speak 
to about the World’s Fair 
that doesn’t have a story.”

Brent O’Leary, presi-
dent of the Hunters Point 
Civic Association, told a 
favorite story of his late fa-
ther’s, Frank O’Leary.

Before he owned the 
Old Barn pub in Jackson 
Heights, the senior O’Leary 

managed the Texas Pavil-
ion at the World’s Fair, a fa-
vorite of President Lyndon 
B. Johnson.

“The thing my dad 
remembered most was he 
had two dancers,” Brent 
O’Leary said. “One had tal-
ent. She could dance and 
sing. The other was Goldie 
Hawn.”
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