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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Few politicians aspire to 
bring the ambiance of Times 
Square to their districts, but 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 

Elmhurst) said a stretch of 
Roosevelt Avenue that has grown 
saturated with prostitution could 
use some of the sterilization that 
transformed Times Square in the 
1980s.

While speaking at Queens-
borough Community College 
April 3, Peralta described vari-
ous legislative endeavors to crack 
down on sex traffickers and pros-
titution businesses and fund orga-

nizations that provide pathways 
out of the industry for victims.

The senator said afterward 
he believed recruiting Disney to 
open a store in Times Square an-
chored commercial development 
and ushered in an era of strict 
policing.

“We don’t need to bring in 
the big, big box store on Roosevelt 
Avenue — a mid-size box store,” 
Peralta said, noting he wanted to 
“keep the flavor of the mom-and-
pop shops” nearby.

But the senator emphasized 
that wooing Disney took assis-
tance from federal, state and lo-
cal officials, and he is hoping 
Mayor Bill de Blasio would join 
him and U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) in scouting for a 
Roosevelt Avenue anchor.

As Times Square spurned 
prostitution, the industry migrat-
ed along the No. 7 train line, and 
Peralta said businesses began of-
fering free car service to patrons 
from midtown to Corona and 
Jackson Heights.

“They descend on the stretch 
of Roosevelt Avenue from 69th 
Street to 112th Street ready for 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The lawyer for indicted state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
wants to know if prospective ju-
rors may be swayed by the high-
profile nature of his client’s feder-
al corruption trial when it kicks 
off in less than two months now 
that the presiding judge has re-
fused to throw out the charges.

Defense attorney Gerald 
Shargel submitted a list of ques-
tions to White Plains District 
Judge Kenneth Karas Tuesday 
 meant to weed out any biases po-
tential jurors may hold against 
New York state lawmakers.

“Do you have any positive 
or negative thoughts about politi-
cians?” the defense team’s voire 
dire questions asked. “Do you 
have any positive or negative 
thoughts about the New York Leg-
islature?”

The questions also asks po-
tential jurors about their politi-
cal engagement and how closely 
they have been paying attention 
to the media ever since Smith 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Lawmakers and civic leaders gathered in 
Bayside last week to announce a half-million dol-
lar funding allocation in the recently adopted 
state budget that will allow the MTA to conduct 

MTA given $500K in budget

for NE Queens bus line study
BY BILL PARRY

The Center for Holo-
graphic Arts is being forced 
from its headquarters at 
the iconic Clock Tower in 
Long Island City later this 
month.

The art group, famed 

for its use of light to create 
images, will go out with a 
bang with a special fare-
well exhibit and party this 
Friday.

The neo-Gothic tower, 
officially known as the 
Bank of Manhattan Build-
ing, at 29-27 41st Ave., was 
the first skyscraper in the 

borough. It has been closed 
to the public since the mid-
1980s before the art group 
No Longer Empty convert-
ed the space to be used for 
a special installation and 
exhibition during the win-
ter of 2012.

The Center for Holo-

Bribery trial 
of  boro pols

slated for June

Sex traffi ckers elude crackdown
Peralta pushes for tougher laws to curb prostitution on Roosevelt Avenue

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 9 Continued on Page 9

Clock Tower evicts arts group

The building’s four-face clock is a familiar 
landmark to subway and rail commuters 
alike. Photo by Bill Parry

PLAY BALL

Youngsters from the Ridgewood-Glendale-Middle Village-Maspeth Little League gather on the grass at the organiza-
tion’s headquarters in Glendale, where the Opening Day parade concluded. Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY BILL PARRY

The founder of the in-
clusive St. Pat’s For All Pa-
rade was appalled when he 
found out a Sunnyside res-
taurant owner has been ha-
rassed for flying a gay pride 
flag since the march last 
month. Mike Murphy has 
been getting anonymous 
phone calls and mailings at 
his Murphy’s Lobster Grill, 
at 48-20 Skillman Ave., and 
the NYPD is now investi-
gating.

“I received four mail-
ings in the 10 days follow-
ing the parade,” Murphy 
said. “At first I just thought 
it was strange, but then the 
phone calls started with 
a block on the caller ID — 
nothing very threatening 
just spooky.” 

Two weeks ago he re-
ceived a postcard with a 
message that said, “Hello 
Mike Murphy, Thank you 
for not breaking my virgin-
ity last night but your high 

wire stunt still needs im-
provement. Love, Amanda” 
and then another mailing 
with press clippings of the 
parade with his own busi-
ness card in the envelope. 

“That’s when it got 
personal, so I took it to the 
108th Precinct and they 
sent the Hate Crimes Unit 

from downtown checking 
for vandalism or physical 
intimidation. The police 
are still investigating and 
monitoring the situation,” 
Murphy said.

Brendan Fay, the 
founder of the St. Pat’s For 
All Parade, said, “I am re-
ally shocked to hear this. I 

thought we had moved on 
from the dark days of 15 
years ago when the busi-
nesses that supported our 
alternative parade faced 
frequent harassment from 
the begrudgers. I really 
thought we had moved past 
this kind of thing.” 

Fay immediately 
called an emergency meet-
ing of the parade organiz-

ers to discuss the matter 
and plan a response. 

“It really is very seri-
ous because I thought we 
had evolved past the hate, 
especially in a community 
as diverse as Sunnyside,” 
he said.

Murphy refuses to 
take down the gay pride 
flag because of the harass-
ment.

 “The flag was never 
an issue with me because 
we don’t prejudge here,” 
he said. “My staff and cus-
tomers are mixed, so why 
would I take it down? I’ve 
gotten tremendous support 
from the community and 
the whole episode isn’t af-
fecting the business at the 
restaurant, so the flag is 
staying.”

Freelance Journal-
ist Roger Hitts, a longtime 
Murphy friend and host of 
the weekly trivia night at 
the restaurant, said, “We 
are all very troubled for 
Mike.”

Hitts added that Mur-
phy has become active in 
the community running 
fund-raising events with an 
association of other neigh-
borhood bars and restau-
rants called The Skillman 
Project.

“He’s proven himself 
to be a great community 
resource: He pitches in 
and does his part, and then 
some, whenever a local 
organization needs assis-
tance, “ Hitts said. “Malice 
walks hand in hand with 
stupidity.”

Fay said he and the 
St. Pat’s For All Parade or-
ganizers will develop con-
crete measures to make 
sure Murphy’s restaurant 
and the other businesses 
that are part of The Skill-
man Project don’t ever pay 
a price for supporting the 
LGBT community. 

“The parade wouldn’t 
be what it is today without 
their unwavering support 
over the years,” Fay said. 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

After being asked 
by NYCHA to leave their 
multi-room apartments to 
make room for families, a 
number of seniors in Pomo-
nok Houses said they are 
not going anywhere.

More than a handful 
of seniors in the housing 
development, at 67-10 Par-
sons Blvd., recently started 
receiving notices asking 
them to submit requests 
for transfers to smaller 
apartments in other devel-
opments in the New York 
City Housing Authority’s 
system to make space for 
families.

Beverly Riley, 74, has 
lived in her three-bedroom 
apartment for 52 years with 
her husband, Willie, 76. She 
received a notice in Decem-
ber asking her to submit a 
transfer request because 
she was in an “under-oc-
cupied apartment” and ig-
nored it.

A few weeks later she 
received a letter telling her 
she was put on a NYCHA 
waiting list for the “first 
appropriate size apartment 
that becomes available in 

this borough.”
In January, NYCHA 

sent Riley a letter saying 
her new address was to be 
at 85-10 Rockaway Beach 
Blvd.

“You must accept this 
apartment that is being of-
fered. You will not receive 
a second apartment offer,” 
the letter read.

“I don’t want to move 

to the Rockaways,” Riley 
said in an interview. “Se-
niors are isolated out there. 
They’re targets.”

She signed a refusal 
to move to the new apart-
ment in the Rockaways and 
less than two days later she 
received a phone call from 
NYCHA saying she was to 
move to an apartment in 
Queensbridge Houses in 
Long Island City. She re-
fused that apartment and is 
now waiting to have a hear-
ing to determine whether 
she will have to go to court 
to stay in her home.

Riley said she was 
bewildered why NYCHA 
would ask her to move now, 
35 years after her last child 
moved away from home.

“What NYCHA is do-
ing to seniors is cruel and 
inhumane,” she said.

NYCHA has been try-
ing for years to implement 
its controversial downsiz-
ing policy to free up under-
occupied apartments for 

families on its ever-grow-
ing waiting list. They have 
tried to move seniors at 
Pomonok Houses on and off 
at least since 2001.

In response to pub-
lic outcry by a number of 
Pomonok seniors in recent 
weeks, NYCHA officials 
held a meeting Tuesday to 
explain the policy.

Carolyn Jasper, the 
Queens director for NY-
CHA, said the authority 
will send out notices if it 
identifies apartments that 
are under-occupied.

“At no point is the 
Housing Authority looking 
to put the residents out,” 
she said at the meeting. 
“If and when you receive 
this letter, please don’t be 
alarmed. Contact your 
management office.”

If the tenant submits a 
transfer request and agrees 
to move, Jasper said NY-
CHA will provide $350 for 
moving costs.

Sunnyside restaurant owner harassed for gay pride fl ag

Seniors refuse to leave homes in Pomonok

Beverly Riley and her husband Willie are fighting to stay in their apartment in Pomonok Houses, where 
they have lived for 52 years. Photo by Alex Robinson

Restaurant owner Mike Murphy 
looks over some of the harass-
ing mail he’s received in recent 
weeks. Photo by Bill Parry
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 The status of  religious 

groups that hold services in 
Queens public schools after 
hours took another turn 
in a nearly 20-year-old le-
gal battle when an appeals 
court last week upheld the 
city’s ban on renting space 
for worship. 

In a split   decision, a 
panel of three judges on 
the 2nd Circuit Court of 
Appeals overturned a 2012 
ruling made by Manhat-
tan District Judge Loretta 
Preska that found the city 
Department of Education’s 
policy on renting space to 
community groups at the 
end of the school day and on 
weekends — but prohibit-
ing worship — was unfairly 
discriminatory.

The ongoing legal bat-
tle, which was originated 
by a Bronx church in 1996, 
focuses on the freedom of 

religion and the constitu-
tional prohibition on estab-
lishing or endorsing a reli-
gion. The case has bounced 
around the courts for 
years, but church groups 
have been able to rent space 
in schools on the back of an 
injunction ordered in 2002 .

During his campaign, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
he would look for a more eq-
uitable policy toward rent-
ing space and is reportedly 
now saying he will reverse 
the current policy.

The Rev. Skip 
L’Heureux, executive di-
rector of the Queens Fed-
eration of Churches, has 
long been a supporter of the 
Bronx Household of Faith’s 
lawsuit, and said the ap-
peals court’s decision was 
not unexpected.

“In some ways it’s not 
surprising,” he said. “The 
fundamental issue is that 
the government — properly 

— does not want to endorse, 
support religion. But it also 
does not want to discrimi-
nate.”

In the majority deci-
sion, Judges Pierre Leval 
and Guido Calabresi wrote 
that the lower court’s rul-
ing would compel the city 
to guess which way the Su-
preme Court would decide 
the case, and a wrong guess 
could lead to extensive vio-
lations.

“Such a rule would be 
exceedingly unfair to the 
[city],” Leval wrote. “In 
our view, the better rule al-
lows the [city], if it makes 
a reasonable, good faith 
judgment that it runs a sub-
stantial risk of incurring a 
violation of the Establish-
ment Clause by hosting and 
subsidizing the conduct of 
religious worship services, 
to decline to do so.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
Nearly one in five 

public schools in Queens 
is lacking a certified arts 
teacher and about 17 per-
cent of borough schools do 
not have a partnership with 
an outside arts and cultural 
organization, a new report 
by the city comptroller’s of-
fice shows.

The figures for Queens 
are comparable to citywide 
averages detailed by Comp-
troller Scott Stringer’s 
“State of the Arts” report 
released last week, which 
found arts programs have 
been significantly un-
derfunded despite state 
requirements to provide 
instruction at all grade lev-
els in a city with a thriving 
cultural scene.

“Funding for arts edu-

cation in New York City has 
been on a steady decline 
over the last seven years,” 
Stringer said. “It’s time for 
us to draw up a new plan 
so that we can give all our 
children, in every corner of 
the city a quality, compre-

hensive arts education.”
In Queens, about 20 

percent of schools had nei-
ther a part-time nor a full-
time certified art teacher 
on staff and a quarter of 
schools did not employ a 
full-time art teacher.

More than 16 percent 
of schools did not have a 
partnership with an outside 
arts organization, which is 
ironic given that Stringer 
released his report on the 
day Mayor Bill de Blasio 
named Queens Museum 
President Tom Finkelpearl 
as the new head of his De-
partment of Cultural Af-
fairs — the arm of the ad-
ministration tasked with 
forging such relationships.

Finkelpearl said he 
had only glanced at the re-
port, but was aware of the 
disparity in funding.

A map from the city comptrol-
ler’s report shows schools in 
Queens that do not employ 
a certified art teacher. 

Appeals court upholds city’s ban 
on after-hours worship in schools

Art missing at boro schools 
Comptroller’s report fi nds lack of resources
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SPRING EVENT
Car Giveaway

Brand New 2014 Hyundai Genesis

$1000 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

$500 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

$100 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

LONG ISLAND CITY LOCATION 93.1 AMOR LIVE on Air, DJ, Clown, 
Face Painter, Food Demos, and more! Fun for the whole family!

CAR GIVEAWAY SWEEPSTAKES PRIZESApril

12
2014
11am-3pm

10% OFF TOTAL GROCERY BILL
Coupon expires April 20, 2014. Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupon valid only at Food Bazaar 
located at 42-02 Northern Boulevard Long Island City, New York 11101. Coupon not valid and cannot be used at any other Food Bazaar location. 
10% off entire purchase of $50 or more (“Qualifying Purchase”). Qualifying Purchases are calculated BEFORE taxes, bottle deposits, and the face value of manufacturer coupons 
and AFTER Food Bazaar store coupons and any doubled or tripled value of manufacturer coupons. Program excludes prescription medications, gift certifi cates, gift cards, postage 
stamp sales, money orders, money transfers, lottery tickets, as well as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Not valid 
with any other offer and Coupon cannot be combined with employee, senior citizen, fi re department and other discounts typically offered by Food Bazaar. Coupon not valid for 
the purchase of gift certifi cates and cannot be redeemed as cash or merchandise credit if merchandise is returned. Coupon discount savings applied to all purchased items on a 
prorated basis; any refunds will be given in the prorated amount. No cash value.

BY BILL PARRY

The opening week-
end of the 5Pointz artists’ 
“Whitewash” exhibit at the 
Jeffrey Leder Gallery was a 
smashing success.

More than 600 visitors 
came through the gallery 
Saturday to view the origi-
nal works from nine graffi-
ti artists and two photogra-
phers, all created following 
the whitewashing of their 
artwork in November.

“It was great, the 
house was packed on Satur-
day and we even had to do 
crowd control,” the show’s 
curator, Marie Cecil Fla-
geul, said. “People were so 
moved by what they saw 
and social media exploded, 
remembering 5Pointz has 
gone global with art trib-
utes in Paris and Milan.”

The gallery was sched-

uled to be closed Sunday 
but more visitors came.

“Jeffrey Leder looked 
out the window at noon and 
saw people waiting in line, 

so he opened up,” Cecil Fla-
geul said.

At Friday’s invitation-
only event for VIPs, collec-
tors and the media, Leder 

said, “I’d say the interest is 
double what we usually get 
for the opening of a new ex-
hibit. I’m grateful that the 
artists are getting a chance 

to show their work in what 
is really a memorial for 
what they lost.”

The owners of the old 
warehouse complex, at 22-44 
Jackson Ave., were granted 
the right to prepare for the 
demolition of the site by a 
Brooklyn Supreme Court 
judge.

In the overnight hours 
of Nov. 19, Gerry and David 
Wolkoff ordered workers to 
whitewash more than 350 
murals of aerosol art that 
made 5Pointz the graffiti 
mecca known around the 
world for two decades.

The Wolkoffs are plan-
ning to build two luxury, 
high-rise residential tow-
ers on the property and 
they covered the art to “get 
it over with all at once,” 
Gerry Wolkoff said at the 
time.

“Mr. Wolkoff said it 

would be like taking medi-
cine, two or three days 
and the artists would be 
over it,” Cecil Flageul said. 
“Here we are five months 
later and the exhibit shows 
the artists aren’t over it and 
neither are their fans.”

Meres One, the 5Pointz 
leader, said it was good to be 
back with his best friends 
and crewmates.

“The art was really 
therapeutic, good to get it 
out of our system and let the 
smoke clear and see where 
the chips fall,” he said.

Meres One added that 
the show was their way of 
bidding farewell to Long Is-
land City since he recently 
moved to Brooklyn.

“There’s a lot of love 
for us there. It’s good for my 
mental state to start fresh 
elsewhere,” he said.

5Pointz grafi tti show draws crowds to LIC exhibit
Jeffrey Leder Gallery displays original works created after artists’ paintings were whitewashed

Former 5Pointz curator Meres One takes in the “Whitewash” exhibit at the Jeffrey Leder Gallery on 
Friday night. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Whitestone senior 
center, in danger of closing 
down this summer because 
of funding problems, will 
be able to keep its doors 
open, thanks to state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside).

The senator, who re-
cently bolted from the 
mainstream Democratic 
caucus to join the Indepen-
dent Democratic Confer-
ence, secured $100,000 in 
the state budget that will 
be allocated to the Greater 
Whitestone Taxpayers and 
Civic Association Senior 
Center.

“If anyone asked me 
why I joined the Indepen-
dent Democratic Confer-
ence, this is one of the rea-
sons,” Avella told reporters 
and seniors standing out-
side the center Tuesday. 
“[It’s] to be able to be in the 
majority and put things in 
the budget for really need-
ed services.”

The senior center has 
occupied a space in the 
Whitestone Armory, at 150-

74 6th Ave., for 28 years and 
recently suffered financial 
problems after cuts in dis-
cretionary funding in the 
state Legislature’s budget 
in 2010.

“I actually said to the 
people who are standing 
behind me at one of our 
meetings that I wouldn’t 
let this senior center close 
over my dead body and I’m 
still alive,” Avella said.

The money will go to 
operating costs and Avella 
said he would work on ex-
pediting the funds as fast 
as possible. The senior 
center currently only has 
enough money to operate 
until June, said Joan Uber-
tini, director of the senior 
center.

“If it wasn’t for this 
place, many seniors would 
not have a place to go,” Uber-
tini said. “We have seniors 
coming here three days a 
week, where they can have 
refreshments and social in-
teraction with their peers, 
which is so very important 
for seniors.”

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Vincent Sinatra be-
lieves that paranormal 
spirits exist throughout 
New York City, and he is 
on a mission to document 
them.

Inspired by an experi-
ence he had as a young boy 
living in College Point, Sina-
tra has embarked on a film 
project that he hopes will 
tell the story of paranormal 
activity taking place in the 
five boroughs. His interest 
in the topic was sparked 
more than two decades ago 
when, at the age of 9, he wit-
nessed something he said 
can only be explained by 
belief in spirits.

“I saw a full-body appa-
rition, an actual full-body 
figure of a family member 
in front of me,” said Sina-
tra, who now lives in Little 
Neck. “Ever since then 
it’s just stuck with me and 
hasn’t left me.”

Since 2007, Sinatra 
has been exploring de-
serted buildings around 
the tri-state area that local 
residents tell him may be 
haunted by spirits. A few 
months ago, he and a group 
of former New York Univer-
sity film students began 
shooting a documentary 
that captures historic sites 
in New York City and the 
spirits that are said to in-
habit them.

“The basis of the 
documentary is mostly to 

educate people on life af-
ter death,” he said. “A lot 
of people want to say it’s 
childish, but whether you 
believe in it or not there 
are things out there after 
death. This documentary 
shows that what we do is 
actually legitimate.”

Sinatra said he believes 
New York City is a hot spot 
for paranormal activity 
because of its deep history 
and because it is surround-
ed by water, which he said 
serves as a good conductor 
for spirits.

The documentary will 
feature footage from sites 
around the city that Sinatra 
said he finds partly by In-
ternet research and some-
times from suggestions he 
gets from people who con-
tact him about places they 
believe may be haunted.

The group’s next up-
coming adventure will be 
to the Andrew Freedman 
Home in the Bronx, a place 
Sinatra said was recom-
mended by a friend and fel-
low New York City native. 
Sinatra and the film crew 
will set up night vision 
cameras, digital record-
ers and devices that detect 
changes in temperature 
and electricity in the air.

In his time spent 
searching for spirits, Sina-
tra said he has not encoun-
tered anything like what he 
saw as a child since the day 
he experienced it, but he 
believes there is proof that 
other beings are out there.

He said he often en-
counters people who doubt 
what he believes in or who 
stereotype him as a dark 
individual who worships 

demons, but Sinatra said 
his interest in the paranor-
mal does not go beyond a 
leisurely hobby.

“I’m a normal guy with 
a wife and kid and I don’t 
have skulls in my house or 
anything,” he said. “I just 
find it interesting.”

Sinatra said he hopes 
the visit to the Andrew 
Freedman Home will serve 
as the crew’s last outing and 
will wrap up the footage for 
the film, which he said will 
be about an hour long once 
the editing and production 
is complete a few months 
from now. He said he would 
like the film to help people 
see that a belief in the para-
normal is not like what is 
portrayed in fictional hor-
ror films  and on television. State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) presents a check for $100,000 

to members of the Whitestone senior center that occupies the ar-
mory. Photo by Alex Robinson

Rob Dornick (l.) and Vincent Sinatra (r.) are filming a documentary that features paranormal activity 
around New York City. Photo courtesy Vincent Sinatra

Whitestone center
for seniors rescued

Film shows ‘Haunted NYC’
Little Neck man leads documentary team that captures paranormal
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A few weeks before 
Pope John Paul II was 
scheduled to be canonized 
as a saint in Rome, Mas-
peth’s faithful gathered 
over the weekend outside 
the neighborhood church 
the Polish pope visited in 
1979 for a street co-naming 
ceremony honoring Blessed 
John Paul.

“How many saints 
walked the streets of Mas-
peth?” Jeff Gottlieb, co-
chairman of the Polish-Jew-
ish Dialogue Committee 
at Queens College, asked a 
crowd of about 200 people, 
who stood outside the Holy 
Cross Roman Catholic 
Church, on 56th Road, Sun-
day afternoon for the un-
veiling of Pope John Paul II 
Way. “How many potential 
saints prayed here?”

While the pope’s 1979 
visit to the city may most 
widely be remembered for 
the mass he conducted be-
fore 75,000 at Yankee Sta-
dium, in the Polish neigh-
borhood of Maspeth the 
highlight of the occasion 
was his visit to Holy Cross 

Church.
Standing outside the 

rectory where the pope 
spent the night during 

his visit 35 years ago is a 
bronze statue the parish 
erected in his memory, and 
the Rev. Witold Mroziewski 
said Pope John Paul left 
“the great treasure of his 
signature in a small but 
now priceless guest book.”

The pope, born Karol 
Józef Wojtyła in the Polish 
town of Wadowice in 1929, 
is well-known for bring-
ing Christian and Jewish 

Poles together after the Ho-
locaust. He served as pope 
from 1978 until his death 
in 2005 and is said to have 
performed two posthumous 
miracles.

According to the 
church, his first was per-
formed in June 2005 on a 
French nun afflicted with 
Parkinson’s disease and 
he performed his second 
miracle in 2011 on a Costa 
Rican woman with an an-
eurism. He was beatified in 
2011 and is scheduled to be 
canonized in a modest cer-
emony in Rome April 27.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mas-
peth) sponsored the legisla-
tion to have the street name 
honoring Pope John Paul.

“The pope slept in this 
very building behind us, 
in the rectory when he vis-
ited in 1979,” she said. “He 
helped uplift Poland and 
countless Polish communi-
ties in New York, in Amer-
ica and around the world. 
Pope John Paul II, his work 
touched billions of lives, 
and now Queens residents 
for generations to come will 
be reminded of his legacy.”

Maspeth street honors visit
by saintly Pope John Paul

A street sign in honor of Pope John Paul II is unveiled by Rev. Witold Mroziewski. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

His work touched 
billions of lives, 
and now Queens 

residents for 
generations to 
come will be 

reminded of his 
legacy.

Elizabeth Crowley

Wishing you a
Joyous, Blessed Easter 
and a Happy Passover.

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414
(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

District Offices:

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15
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BY BILL PARRY

Borough President 
Melinda Katz made her 
displeasure known af-
ter nine members on the 
Queens Library’s board of 
trustees shot down a mea-
sure to send embattled li-
brary President Tom Gal-
ante on a temporary leave 
of absence.

“I am disappointed 
that last night’s split deci-
sion of the board of trust-
ees defeated the motion to 
temporarily remove Tom 
Galante from his position,” 
Katz said the day after the 
April 3 vote, which was 
split 9-9. “I commend the 
members of the board who 
showed leadership in re-
sponsibly exercising their 
fiduciary duties by voting 
in favor of the resolution.”

Katz asked the board 
to take up the measure 
following the latest turn 
in the library scandal, 
which prompted two state 
lawmakers to propose a 
bill that would reform the 

nonprofit.
The bill was introduced 

by state Assemblyman Jef-
frion Aubry (D-Corona) and 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) and drafted 
with the assistance of Katz, 
who hosted an April 3 news 
conference at Borough Hall 
in Kew Gardens.

Katz, who called for 
Galante to take a leave of 
absence Monday, said, “Re-
cently, the public’s trust 
in the library system has 
been questioned. Passage 
of the bill into law would 
be an important step to-
ward making the Queens 
Library an institution that 
all Queens residents can be 
proud of once again.”

Galante has been un-
der fire over his $391,549 
salary, the green-lighting 
for the construction of an 
outdoor space at the central 
library in Jamaica and the 
outsourcing of custodial 
jobs.

A special City Coun-
cil oversight committee 
grilled Galante on his ex-

ecutive compensation and 
outsourced labor in Febru-
ary. The city comptroller is 
conducting a high-profile 
audit of the library’s op-
erations while the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation is 
looking into construction 
contracts the city awarded 
to an associate of Galante’s 
at the Elmont School Dis-
trict.

Queens Library 
spokeswoman Joanne King 
said, “Over the last six 
weeks, the board of trust-
ees has adopted a series of 
reforms aimed at improv-
ing upon existing policies, 
increasing transparency 
and strengthening the li-
brary and its governing 
practices. The proposed 
state legislation includes 
several specific measures 
that are already in place.”

The Aubry-Gianaris 
legislation calls for the 
implementation of several 
“best practice” reforms in-
cluding creation of an audit 
committee to oversee the 
library’s accounting and fi-

nancial reporting process-
es and its annual audits. 

It would also establish 
a labor relations committee 
to address labor issues and 
oversee the contracting out 
of services. Key executive 

staff of the Queens Library 
would be required to file 
financial disclosure forms, 
and the bill would subject 
them to limitations on any 
outside employment that 
may present a conflict of 
interest with their library 
duties.

The bill would also 
restructure the board of 
trustees and the process 
governing the removal of 
trustees from the board.

“The Queens Library 
is not only a symbol of our 
commitment to education 
and an invaluable resource 
for those seeking to enrich 
their understanding of the 
world,” Gianaris said. “It 
is also a taxpayer-funded 
institution with no right to 
unjustly enrich its employ-
ees at the expense of New 
Yorkers.”

The senator added that 
the bill would provide a 
long-term blueprint for ef-
ficiency, transparency and 
accountability.

Aubry called Queens 
Library a gem with an ex-

traordinary history of ser-
vice in every community in 
the borough.

“Recent events have 
the potential of dulling this 
jewel,” he said.

Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
who joined a half dozen 
other elected officials 
at the Borough Hall an-
nouncement, had served as 
a representative of Council 
Speaker Andrew Stein in 
the 1980s and remembers 
mismanagement back 
then.

“I always questioned 
the extravagant spending 
when I worked there. It’s 
time that the money they 
spend on luxury go back 
into the libraries,” Koslow-
itz said. “My library in 
Rego Park is tiny and abso-
lutely lacking of immigrant 
services for my community. 
Frankly, I’m sick of it.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

A vote by Queens Library board 
of trustees to suspend Queens 
President Thomas Galante (pic-
tured) deadlocked.

Katz slams library board for refusing to oust Galante
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Let our Family Do ALL the Work
Sit Back and just Bring your appetite

Celebrate Easter at O’Neill’s

Let our 81 years 
of Family owned business 

give you a Delicious & Delectable 
dining Experience.

Traditional Easter Menu
Please call ahead for Reservations

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth 

718–672–9696
Learn more at 

www.oneillsrestaurant.com

FREE 
Valet 

Parking

O’Neill’s RestaurantO’Neill’s Restaurant
a bus restoration study in 
northeast Queens.

In a study set to take 
place over the course of 
a year, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity will look at factors 
such as ridership, current 
bus routes and the lines 
that were cut in 2010 at the 
height of the agency’s fi-
nancial crisis and will de-
termine if changes can be 
made to benefit residents 
in the northeastern part of 
the borough.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who secured 
the funding during the 
budget-making process ear-
lier this year, said the study 
will address a growing lack 
of transportation options 
his constituents face.  His 
district covers Whitestone, 
Bayside, Bay Terrace, Col-
lege Point, Douglaston, 
Little Neck, Flora Park 
and parts of Jamaica and 
Flushing.

“This area has been 
devastated by cuts,” Avella 
said. “And even before we 
were totally under-served.”

Avella said most of 
the few buses that do run 
through his 11th Senate 
District run east to west, 

and not enough go from 
north to south to take rid-
ers up to the Malba and 
College Point neighbor-
hoods he also represents. 
He said many of the peo-
ple who live in northeast 
Queens neighborhoods rely 
on public transportation to 
get to work and school, and 
shrinking bus routes have 
made it harder than ever 
for residents to get around.

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) re-
ferred to her 25th Assembly 
District as a “transit des-
ert” and said the people she 
represents endure the same 
struggles.

“There is not a single 
subway or train stop any-
where in my district,” said 
Rozic, whose area stretches 
from the edge of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park to 
just east of the Cross Island 
Parkway in Little Neck. 
“People here rely heavily 
on bus service, and after 
the devastating cuts of 2010, 
my constituents have made 
it clear that the MTA has 
failed them. This study will 
deliver for the communities 
across northeast Queens 
who really need this.”

According to Avella’s 
legislation that secured the 
money, the study was set to 
start immediately after the 
budget passed, but he said 

the MTA is in charge of 
hiring a contractor and the 
study will not begin until 
the agency finds one. Upon 
completion, the MTA will 
give a report to the Senate 
and Assembly as well as the 
chairmen of the transpor-
tation committees inside 
both bodies of government 
so legislators can decide 
how to proceed.

Henry Euler, first vice 
president of the Auburndale 
Improvement Association, 
praised the efforts of legis-
lators to bring a transpor-
tation study to the area and 
said it will go a long way to 
help show that people in his 
area of Queens are in need 
of better transportation.

“We don’t have sub-
ways here so we rely on 
buses, and it’s important to 
have adequate service,” he 
said. “I’m very happy with 
this initiative.”

Avella said the study 
will include every neigh-
borhood in his Senate dis-
trict and said he hopes to 
see the project up and run-
ning soon.

“The study is simple 
but could be dramatic in ef-
fect,” he said.+

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 1 

Avella

graphic Arts has been us-
ing the site since last fall as 
a free sublet space from the 
building’s owner, Andover 
Realty. It has been told to 
vacate by April 14.

News of the group’s 
eviction caused a stir in 
the real estate community 
where a close eye is kept on 
Long Island City proper-
ties.

“There is not a sale in 
place yet,” Andover Real-
ty’s Lenny Garo said. “Ho-
locenter is not paying rent, 
they are on a gratis basis 
because of the arts, but 
we’d like them out because 
we may sell and we want 
the property unencum-
bered. We’ve gotten several 
offers, but there is nothing 
set yet.”

When it opened in 1927, 

the 15-story building was 
the tallest in Queens. It was 
a designation held for the 
next 50 years. Its four-faced 
clock, at the northeast cor-
ner on Queensboro Plaza, 
is familiar to commuters 
on numerous subway lines 
and the Long Island Rail 
Road.

The goodbye party is 
entitled “A Farewell Extrav-

aganza” and is open to the 
public beginning at 8 p.m. 
The celebration includes 
live music, holograms, pro-
jections, performers, inter-
active installations as well 
as food and drinks. The 
original basement bank 
vault will be open one last 
time.

“We just wanted to give 
back to the community be-
cause Long Island City has 
been great to us,” projects 
director Jonah Levy said. 
“I’m personally talking 
to people at the Kaufman 
Arts District about finding 
a new space locally and the 
LIC Partnership and Rich-
ard Mazda from the LIC 
Arts Open is also helping 
us out.”

He added that Holo-
center would like to stay in 
Long Island City, where it 
was formed in 1998 before 
moving to the Flux Factory 
in 2009. They are also look-
ing at spaces in Astoria.

Continued from Page 1 

LIC

Local arts group is being evict-
ed from the Clock Tower to 
make it easier to sell. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

was arrested a year ago 
on charges he tried to buy 
the city’s Republican lead-
ers’ support for a mayoral 
run. Smith is being tried 
alongside former Council-
man Dan Halloran and ex-
Queens GOP Vice Chair-
man Vince Tabone.

Shargel told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
the inquiry was pretty stan-
dard for a case like this.

“I try high-profile 
cases all the time,” he 
said. “I’m not worried, but 
I think that the answers to 
these questions will be in-
formative and necessary to 
selecting a fair jury.”

Smith’s arrest was 
splashed across newspaper 
front pages and was accom-
panied by a news confer-
ence during which U.S. At-
torney Preet Bharara stood 
next to a poster with an 
alleged quote from Smith 
insisting that GOP leaders 
declare him “better than 
sliced bread.”

Smith’s defense had ar-

gued that federal prosecu-
tors could not try the south-
east Queens Democrat on 
corruption charges since 
the written agreement he 
allegedly sought in order 
to run as a Republican, 
known as a Wilson-Pakula 
certificate, did not consti-
tute an appointment but an 
authorization — a signifi-
cant legal distinction.

In a motion asking to 
dismiss the case Smith’s at-
torney pointed to language 
in state law barring brib-
ery in connection with an 
“agreement or understand-
ing that some person will 
or may be appointed ... des-
ignated or nominated.

 Karas devoted a 
lengthy portion of his 107-
page ruling on the motions 
to an analysis of the mean-
ing of the word “may,” con-
noting either permission, 
likelihood or expectation.

sex and willing to pay for 
it,” he said. “They patron-
ize restaurants because 
there were packages being 
offered that include din-
ner, drinks and of course a 
woman.”

The gangs believed 
to be behind the brothels 
became so entrenched that 
Peralta said the business 
cards they distributed 
with photos of nude wom-
en and numbers were be-
ing picked up by children 
and traded like baseball 
cards.

In response, he intro-
duced a bill banning such 
advertisements, which 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed into law in summer 
2011, but the senator said 
promoters promptly re-
vised the so-called “chica 
chica” cards to showcase 
fruit or flowers and, when 
business began to suffer, 
women wearing bikinis or 
lingerie.

“Every time you think 
you’re one step ahead of 

these individuals, they’re 
two steps ahead,” he said.

In 2012, the city 
passed legislation requir-
ing that the certification 
program for taxi and liv-
ery cab drivers incorpo-
rate education on the sex 
trafficking industry and 
inform drivers that they 
face a $10,000 penalty and 
the loss of their license if 
they use their vehicle to fa-
cilitate sex trafficking.

Peralta, who had 
sponsored a similar bill in 
the state Legislature, said 

those who were aware that 
many prostitutes are lured 
to the city with the prom-
ise of a lush lifestyle and 
then held captive would be 
less likely to do business 
with traffickers.

“Someone who under-
stands the plight of these 
women, who recognizes 
that prostitution is often 
not a consensual business 
transaction, is also more 
likely to say something if 
they see something,” he 
said.

Now, the senator is 

pushing for legislation 
that would classify ad-
vancing or profiting from 
the prostitution of some-
one under 16, compelling 
prostitution and sex traf-
ficking as violent felonies 
and extend the minimum 
sentence for such crimes 
to five years. The measure 
would permit judges to 
sentence those convicted 
of multiple offenses to life 
in prison under the state’s 
persistent violent offender 
law. He said he believed 
the measure has support 
in the Senate, but may get 
stalled in the state Assem-
bly.

Students, who had 
read a book by a traffick-
ing survivor called “The 
Road of Lost Innocence: 
The True Story of a Cam-
bodian Heroine,” asked 
about ways to spread 
awareness.

Peralta called traf-
ficking an epidemic, say-
ing there are 27 million 
slaves today, more than 
during any other era, and 
that 80 percent of them are 
involved in sex traffick-
ing.

Continued from Page 1 

Traffi cking
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State Sen. Jose Peralta talks about efforts to curb sex traffick-
ing and prostitution. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Call the newsroom: 
718-260-4545

Visit us online:
TimesLedger.com
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant
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