
• JAMAICA TIMES
• ASTORIA TIMES
• FOREST HILLS LEDGER
• LAURELTON TIMES
• QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES
• RIDGEWOOD LEDGER
• HOWARD BEACH TIMES 
• RICHMOND HILL TIMES

 

Your Neighborhood - Your News® FREEApr. 11-17, 2014

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Interested in joining a com-
munity board? Don’t ask Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz how 
members are chosen.

After a Community Board 5 
member said he and a colleague 
were axed from the board for 
backing City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley’s (D-Middle 
Village) opponent in the 2013 elec-
tion, Borough Hall said it does not 
publicly discuss how it collabo-
rates with Council members to 
select up to 50 volunteers on the 
county’s community boards.

When asked about the ap-
pointment process, Katz’s spokes-
man Michael Scholl wrote in an 
e-mail, “It is our office’s policy 
not to comment on the process of 
how community board members 
are selected.”

Under the City Charter, bor-
ough presidents are charged with 
ensuring that all neighborhoods 
are adequately represented on 
community boards, which work 
to address residents’ complaints, 
compile community budget priori-
ties and give feedback on land use 
and zoning issues. The charter re-
quires borough presidents to se-
lect at least half of every boards’ 
members from those nominated 
by their Council members. Inci-
dentally, Katz worked as direc-
tor of community boards under 

Continued on Page 54

BY BILL PARRY

The founder of the inclusive 
St. Pat’s For All Parade was ap-
palled when he found out a Sun-
nyside restaurant owner has been 
harassed for flying a gay pride 

flag since the march last month. 
Mike Murphy has been getting 
anonymous phone calls and mail-
ings at his Murphy’s Lobster 
Grill, at 48-20 Skillman Ave., and 
the NYPD is now investigating.

“I received four mailings 

in the 10 days following the pa-
rade,” Murphy said. “At first I 
just thought it was strange, but 
then the phone calls started with 
a block on the caller ID — nothing 
very threatening just spooky.” 

Two weeks ago he received 

a postcard with a message that 
said, “Hello Mike Murphy, Thank 
you for not breaking my virgin-
ity last night but your high wire 
stunt still needs improvement. 
Love, Amanda” and then another 

Continued on Page 54
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ASTORIA TRAGEDY

Flowers and candles decorate a makeshift memorial at the Steinway Creek, where four friends died after the car they were riding in plunged into the Astoria 
waterway, according to police. See coverage on Page 9. Photo by Christina Santucci

Gay pride fl ag draws hate mail
Sunnyside eatery owner harassed after supporting inclusive St. Pat’s Parade
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BY BILL PARRY

The opening week-
end of the 5Pointz artists’ 
“Whitewash” exhibit at the 
Jeffrey Leder Gallery was a 
smashing success.

More than 600 visitors 
came through the gallery 
Saturday to view the origi-
nal works from nine graffi-
ti artists and two photogra-
phers, all created following 
the whitewashing of their 
artwork in November.

“It was great, the 
house was packed on Satur-
day and we even had to do 
crowd control,” the show’s 
curator, Marie Cecil Fla-
geul, said. “People were so 
moved by what they saw 
and social media exploded, 
remembering 5Pointz has 
gone global with art trib-
utes in Paris and Milan.”

The gallery was sched-
uled to be closed Sunday 
but more visitors came.

“Jeffrey Leder looked 
out the window at noon and 

saw people waiting in line, 
so he opened up,” Cecil Fla-
geul said.

At Friday’s invitation-
only event for VIPs, collec-
tors and the media, Leder 
said, “I’d say the interest is 
double what we usually get 
for the opening of a new ex-
hibit. I’m grateful that the 
artists are getting a chance 
to show their work in what 
is really a memorial for 
what they lost.”

The owners of the old 
warehouse complex, at 22-44 
Jackson Ave., were granted 
the right to prepare for the 
demolition of the site by a 
Brooklyn Supreme Court 
judge.

In the overnight hours 
of Nov. 19, Gerry and David 
Wolkoff ordered workers to 
whitewash more than 350 
murals of aerosol art that 
made 5Pointz the graffiti 
mecca known around the 
world for two decades.

The Wolkoffs are plan-
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The lawyer for indicted 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) wants to know if 
prospective jurors may be 
swayed by the high-profile 
nature of his client’s fed-
eral corruption trial when 
it kicks off in less than two 
months now that the pre-
siding judge has refused to 
throw out the charges.

Defense attorney Ger-
ald Shargel submitted a 
list of questions to White 
Plains District Judge Ken-
neth Karas Tuesday  meant 
to weed out any biases 
potential jurors may hold 
against New York state law-
makers.

“Do you have any posi-
tive or negative thoughts 
about politicians?” the 
defense team’s voire dire 
questions asked. “Do you 
have any positive or nega-
tive thoughts about the 
New York Legislature?”

The questions also 
asks potential jurors about 
their political engagement 
and how closely they have 
been paying attention to 
the media ever since Smith 
was arrested a year ago 
on charges he tried to buy 
the city’s Republican lead-
ers’ support for a mayoral 
run. Smith is being tried 
alongside former Council-
man Dan Halloran and ex-
Queens GOP Vice Chair-
man Vince Tabone.

Shargel told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
the inquiry was pretty stan-
dard for a case like this.

“I try high-profile 

cases all the time,” he 
said. “I’m not worried, but 
I think that the answers to 
these questions will be in-
formative and necessary to 
selecting a fair jury.”

Smith’s arrest was 
splashed across newspaper 
front pages and was accom-
panied by a news confer-
ence during which U.S. At-
torney Preet Bharara stood 
next to a poster with an 
alleged quote from Smith 
insisting that GOP leaders 
declare him “better than 
sliced bread.”

Smith’s defense had ar-
gued that federal prosecu-
tors could not try the south-
east Queens Democrat on 
corruption charges since 
the written agreement he 

allegedly sought in order 
to run as a Republican, 
known as a Wilson-Pakula 
certificate, did not consti-
tute an appointment but an 
authorization — a signifi-
cant legal distinction.

In a motion asking to 
dismiss the case Smith’s at-
torney pointed to language 
in state law barring brib-
ery in connection with an 
“agreement or understand-
ing that some person will 
or may be appointed ... des-
ignated or nominated.

 Karas devoted a 
lengthy portion of his 107-
page ruling on the motions 
to an analysis of the mean-
ing of the word “may,” con-
noting either permission, 
likelihood or expectation.

“In choosing between 
these three categories, the 
court does not consider the 
word ‘may’ in a vacuum,’ 
he wrote. “Here, because 
of the context in which the 
word ‘may’ is used — spe-
cifically, its juxtaposition 
with the word ‘will’ — the 
court finds that it is best de-
fined by the second catego-
ry, as connoting likelihood, 
possibility, probability, or 
contingency.”

Karas dismissed all re-
quests to have the charges 
thrown out — though he 
did leave open the possibil-
ity for the defense to return 
to the issue at a later time 
— and set jury selection for 
June 2.

Former 5Pointz curator Meres One takes in the “Whitewash” ex-
hibit at the Jeffrey Leder Gallery on Friday night. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Jury selection in the trial of state Sen. Malcolm Smith (r.), former City Councilman Dan Halloran and 
ex-Queens GOP Vice Chairman Vince Tabone (not pictured) is scheduled to begin June 2.

5Pointz exhibition
packs LIC gallery

Boro pols’ trial set for June
Judge refuses to throw out charges against Smith, Halloran or Tabone

Continued on Page 50
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BY BILL PARRY

Few Queens musicians can 
boast that a Masters golf cham-
pion watched him or her perform, 
but Sunnyside resident Will Mc-
Cranie can do that after Sandy 
Lyle caught his show Sunday 
night.

McCranie was headlining at 
the Surrey Tavern in his home-
town of Augusta, Ga., when the 
Scottish golfer stopped in to see 
him play. The 29-year-old sing-
er, songwriter and guitarist is 
booked at several music venues 
in and around Atlanta during the 
lead-up to this weekend’s PGA 
major.

McCranie is something of a 
big fish in a small pond when he 
returns to Augusta, drawing big 
crowds at clubs like The Caddy-
shack Lounge.

“I love my hometown, but 
I moved to New York five years 
ago with the intentions of being a 
rock star. I wanted the challenge 
of going big,” McCranie said. 

“It was either New York, L.A. or 
Nashville, but at the time I wasn’t 
terribly interested in country 
music, but ironically I’m drifting 
towards that now. I figured New 
York fit me best.”

His brand of music is hard 
to define, somewhere between 
Southern rock and jazz funk.

“Think Dave Matthews Band 
or what might happen if you 
throw Ryan Adams into a Phish 
concert,” McCranie said.

He usually spends the sum-
mers touring mid-range music 
venues in North Carolina, Ten-
nessee and Georgia. During the 
winter months McCranie works 
on his recording career from 
Sunnyside, where he lives with 
his wife Elaine, a producer for 
CBS’ “48 Hours.”

After finishing his fifth 
release, “I Know I Didn’t Know 
Anything,” McCranie began pre-
paring for this summer’s tour by 
performing in the pubs of Sunny-
side and Woodside.

“I’m trying to build more of 

a hometown base right here in 
Queens,” McCranie said. “I usu-
ally cover the hits but work in 
some of my original stuff. Some-

times I come up with a new song 
while I’m performing.”

McCranie calls The Court-
yard, at 40-18 Queens Blvd., his 
homecourt playing there on most 
Tuesday nights. “It’s right down 
the block from our apartment,” 
he said.

He has also played at The 
Copper Kettle, at 50-24 Skillman 
Ave.; The Cuckoo’s Nest, at 61-04 
Woodside Ave.; and The Green-
point Lounge, at 43-22 Greenpoint 
Ave.

“The funny thing about play-
ing Queens pubs is each one is so 
different than the other. At the 
Copper Kettle you have young 
families with baby strollers and 
a few blocks away you have a 
crazy crowd like at the Green-
point Lounge,” McCranie said. 
“They are so crazy and rowdy 
you’d think you’re playing a road-
house down South but minus the 
accents.”

He said he liked playing The 
Greenpoint Lounge so much last 
month that he booked another 

show there April 26.
“That’s great news,” bartend-

er Cassie McCloughlin said. “He’s 
fantastic, you don’t hear that kind 
of music around here too often, 
plus he’s really, really nice.”

McCranie has another sig-
nificant date on his schedule for 
June 21 when he is booked at Ban-
ter, at 108-22 Queens Blvd. in For-
est Hills. McCranie will entertain 
the after-party following the Zac 
Brown Band’s performance at the 
Forest Hills Tennis Stadium.

He is aware that many of the 
movers and shakers in New York’s 
music scene will be attending the 
Grammy Award-winning coun-
try band’s show and McCranie 
admits to having an inside track 
in getting the gig.

“Zac’s mom has become a fan 
of my music so she hooked me up 
and I got a few dates at his club 
last year,” McCranie said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

Will McCranie is a singer, songwrit-
er and guitarist building a base of 
fans in western Queens. 
Photo courtesy Shervin Lainez Photography

Southern musician attracts fans in Sunnyside pubs
Will McCranie out to build a local base in western Queens as part of quest to be rock ‘n’ roll star

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Praising the “great 
work of JCCA’s Bukhar-
ian Teen Lounge and the 
important contribution 
the Bukharian Jewish 
community has made to 
Queens,” Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz and City 
Councilwoman Karen Ko-
zlowitz presented awards 
for outstanding contribu-
tions to five leaders. 

Established in 1999 
with a Jewish Community 
grant form UJA-Federa-
tion, JCCA’s Bukharian 
Teen Lounge is a compre-
hensive after- school pro-
gram that helps young 
people integrate into the 
larger Jewish and Ameri-
can community while 
maintaining their rich 
Bukharian heritage. Ac-
cording to Zhanna Beyl, 
Director, Bukharian 
Youth Services, “We in-
spire and empower young 
people to lead healthy, ac-
tive and productive lives 
as caring community 

members.” The Lounge is 
a home away from home 
where, in partnership 
with caring staff, young 
people develop creative 
and relevant programs, 
and learn through expe-
rience and service. It is 
the only free afterschool 

program for Bukharian 
youth 11-18 years old who 
attend public schools. Jew-
ish Child Care Association 
is a major child and family 
service organization that 
is committed to Jewish 
continuity and also helps 
people of all backgrounds.

Melinda Katz, Karen Kozlowitz honor 
leaders of Bukharian Jewish community

ADVERTORIAL
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The day before Avonte 
Oquendo disappeared from 
his school in Long Island 
City, the teen tried to run 
away during his class’ 
lunch break, his family’s 
lawyer said new documents 
revealed.

A statement from the 
teen’s lunch duty teacher 
said that while he was 
bringing the students from 
the fifth floor to the second 
floor at the end of their 
lunch break, Avonte tried 
to run to the first floor, 
the family’s lawyer, David 
Perecman, said.

This is exactly what 
the 14-year-old autistic boy 
from Rego Park did the day 
he disappeared from the 
Riverview School, at 150 
51st Ave., Oct. 4 , according 
to a report by the special 
commissioner of investiga-
tion for the city’s schools.

“The same thing 
happened the day before. 
That’s pretty bad,” Perec-
man said.

The new details came 
from a Freedom of Informa-
tion Law request Perecman 
filed on behalf of Avonte’s 
mother, Vanessa Fontaine, 
asking the NYPD for all 
the information about the 
department’s investigation 
into the boy’s disappear-
ance. The Police Depart-
ment originally denied the 
request.

After the boy’s re-

mains were found washed 
up on the College Point 
Shore in January, Fontaine 
filed court papers challeng-
ing the denial. The NYPD 
later agreed to release the 
requested information once 
the city’s medical exam-
iner’s office concluded its 
work.  After weeks of analy-
sis, the medical examiner 
determined the cause and 
manner of Avonte’s death 
was inconclusive in Febru-
ary.

Newly released video 
footage also shows Avonte 
ran past a security guard 
three times before disap-
pearing out a door which 
had been left open. In the 
special commissioner’s 
report, the security guard 
claimed Avonte had only 
run past her once and she 
was busy signing in a par-
ent at the time.

The new footage, how-
ever, shows Avonte sprint-
ed past her an additional 
two times when no one else 
was around.

The information ob-
tained in the FOIL request 
also included a letter writ-
ten from the school’s safety 
division summarizing its 
investigation, but Perec-
man said it was inaccurate 
as it claimed Avonte only 
dashed past the security 
guard once.

“This investigation by 
the commanding officer 
of the school investigation 

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
In addition to sculptor 

and museum director, Tom 
Finkelpearl can now add 
government agency com-
missioner to his résumé.

The Queens Museum 
executive director was ap-
pointed as Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s commissioner of 
cultural affairs this week 
after 12 years at the mu-
seum.

“With his decades of 
experience in fortifying 
the city’s cultural institu-
tions, Tom has developed 
a deep understanding of 
the powerful role art and 
culture play in moving our 
city forward, and the neces-
sity of increasing access to 
our creative landmarks for 
all New Yorkers,” de Blasio 
told reporters, elected of-
ficials and members of the 
Queens arts community in 
the museum’s foyer.

Finkelpearl oversaw 
an eight-year, $69 million 
expansion of the museum 
in Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park. The expansion, 
which was completed in the 
fall, enlarged the museum 

and spurred a 50 percent 
increase in the institution’s 
attendance, Finkelpearl 
said.

The mayor lauded Fin-
kelpearl for his community 
outreach work in an effort 
to make Queens Museum 

more accessible and open.
“This museum exem-

plifies Queens and every-
thing that is good about 
this borough,” he said. “In 
recent years, this museum 
became so much more. It 
became bigger. It became 

more central to the life of 
Queens. It became a mu-
seum that connected more 
deeply to the neighborhoods 
around it. It’s all because it 
had a visionary leader.”

BY BILL PARRY

More than 100 low-wage 
airport workers marched 
10 miles from Kennedy and 
LaGuardia Airports Fri-
day to commemorate the 
46th anniversary of the as-
sassination of the Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. while 
renewing their call for ma-
jor air carriers to increase 
hourly pay, improve ben-
efits and recognize MLK’s 
birthday as a paid holiday.

After a rally and pro-
test march in January, two 
of the airlines agreed to the 
demands but only Delta Air-
lines has followed through 
on its promise. American 
Airlines joined Delta, but 
its workers have yet to re-

ceive the dollar raise. Jet-
Blue balked and United Air-
lines has remained silent 
on the proposals, according 
to a spokesman from SEIU 
32BJ.

U.S. Rep. Charles Ran-

gel (D-Manhattan), who 
was one of 32 arrested for 
civil disobedience in Janu-
ary, returned to march with 
another veteran of the civil 
rights movement, 90-year-
old Hazel Ingram, a cleaner 

at JFK and a member of 
SEIU 32BJ for 63 years.

“I want to help people 
get better benefits and 
raises,” Ingram said at the 
April 4 rally nearly five 
decades after King was as-
sassinated. “I marched the 
entire 10 miles in the wind 
and the rain so that future 
generations don’t have too, 
and yes, I’m a little tired 
right now.”

Shareeka Elliot, an-
other cleaner from JFK, 
has become the face of the 
younger generation after 
she went to Washington as 
U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er’s (D-N.Y.) guest to Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s State 
of the Union address in 

Airport workers protest low wages during a 10-mile march from 
JFK to LaGuardia Airport. Photo by Bill Parry

Tom Finkelpearl, the city’s new commissioner of cultural affairs, is introduced by Mayor Bill de Blasio 
during a news conference at Queens Museum. Photo by Christina Santucci

Avonte Oquendo’s  mother Vanessa Fontaine (r.) reacts to a 
report released last week on her son’s disappearance. 

Photo by Alex Robinson/inset courtesy NYPD

Airport workers walk again for wages

Mayor taps boro for arts
De Blasio appoints Finkelpearl as cultural affairs commissioner

Avonte tried to run 
away the day before 

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 50
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Months after City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) prevailed 
against a Queens GOP 
Party-backed opponent in 
his ultimately unsuccess-
ful 2012 state Senate bid, 
he huddled with two Re-
publican colleagues and 
used a loophole to replace 
the county party’s top ap-
pointee at the city Board of 
Elections.

As Ulrich’s pick, Mi-
chael Michel, took over 
from ousted Bayside com-
missioner, Judith Stupp in 
January 2013, a flurry of 
personnel changes swept 
through the Board of Elec-
tions. At least six people 
loyal to the Queens County 
Republican Committee, 
which backed Ulrich’s op-
ponent in the primary, left 
the BOE within Michel’s 
first six months. Amid the 
turnover, Michel hired his 
daughter’s fiancé, Joseph 
Cintron, but did not  abstain 
from voting when the com-
missioners governing the 
BOE promoted his future 
son-in-law to administra-
tive assistant, BOE records 
and sources indicated.

“This type of nepotism 
should never be allowed,” 
said an individual close to 
the borough’s Republican 
Party. “I hope that there is 
an investigation that comes 
to a termination and leads 
to results that are fair to ev-
eryone involved.”

Election law
For years, critics 

have argued the biparti-
san structure of the BOE 
leads to the recruitment of 
staff for their partisanship 
rather than their profes-
sional pedigree and places 
an agency charged with 
organizing and administer-
ing elections in the hands 
of unqualified employees.

Election law requires 
the BOE to equally repre-
sent the two major politi-
cal parties in its ranks and 
stipulates that 10 commis-
sioners — one Democrat 

and one Republican from 
each borough — oversee 
the board.

Although the law per-
mits county political com-
mittees to recommend can-
didates for commissioner 
to the Council, it does not 
establish a role for the par-
ties in other personnel de-
cisions.

Yet a report released 
by the city Department of 
Investigation in late Decem-
ber found that most board 
positions are not publicly 
posted but filled by turn-
ing to the county commit-
tees for a list of prospective 
candidates, many of whom 
have collected signatures 
on petitions, fund-raised 
or otherwise promoted the 
parties’ political endeav-
ors.

Investigators chron-
icled pervasive efficiency 
and accuracy issues at 
the board, suggesting that 
patronage may be behind 
its struggles. After noting 
69 BOE employees are be-
lieved to be related, the in-
quiry highlighted the case 
of a commissioner who 
hired his wife to get health 
benefits for their family 
and later employed his sis-
ter-in-law.

Personnel records ob-
tained through Freedom of 

Information Law requests 
and a source identified 
the unnamed executive as 
Queens’ Democratic BOE 
Commissioner Jose Miguel 
Araujo.

“Close to 10 percent 
of the staff at the Board of 
Elections is related to one 
another, which suggests 
significant problems in 
terms of nepotism in hir-
ing,” DOI Commissioner 
Mark Peters said while tes-
tifying in February about 
the report at a meeting 
held by two Council com-
mittees. “If you had a stan-
dardized hiring procedure, 
if you had public postings 
for jobs, a standardized 
procedure for interviews 
and a rigorously enforced 
anti-nepotism policy and a 
transparent hiring policy, 
I think that would get us a 
long way towards prevent-
ing some of the problems 
we’ve seen.”

The BOE declined 
to comment on instances 
where Queens’ Democratic 
and Republican commis-
sioners hired relatives or 
those engaged to a family 
member, saying it did not 
discuss personnel matters 
with the press.

The commissioners 
were also quiet. Michel did 
not return calls for com-

ment. Araujo declined to 
comment through staff at 
Renfroe Driscoll and Fos-
ter LLP, where he works as 
an attorney.

Ulrich, who has an 
adversarial relationship 
with the Republican Party 
leadership but managed 
to hire Michel, declined to 
comment.

The Democratic Party, 
led by U.S. Rep. Joe Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
did not respond to requests 
for comment.

Queens hire
The board’s personnel 

director told investigators 
the hiring of temporary 
employees and staff at bor-
ough offices, where Joseph 
Cintron got his start, only 
required approval from the 
two commissioners from 
that borough — in this case 
Queens’ executives.

Cintron started at the 
Queens BOE office in May 
2013 as a trainer assistant 
making $24.16 an hour, per-
sonnel records and BOE 
minutes show. He transi-
tioned into an administra-
tive assistant role with a 
$40,628 salary in November 
2013 and was promoted to 
an administrative associate 
with a $48,289 annual pay 
rate in January, according 

to BOE documents.
He included his girl-

friend, Janine Michel, as 
an emergency contact and 
indicated that the two live 
together in personnel pa-
perwork. Cintron’s résumé 
listed the elder Michel as 
a reference, noting that 
the commissioner works 
as president of Christ the 
King High School in Middle 
Village, where Cintron was 
last employed as a custodial 
engineer.

Minutes of the BOE 
commissioners’ Nov. 12, 
2013, meeting did not list 
Michel as abstaining from 
voting on Cintron’s first 
promotion. The notes 
also did not include a vote 
breakdown, which is often 
detailed when commission-
ers oppose one another.

Board hires require 
the approval of a majority 
of the commissioners when 
they entail filling perma-
nent positions at the execu-
tive office, the DOI report 
said.

Unclear actions
It is unclear whether 

Michel’s actions violate the 
city’s conflict of interest 
law, which forbids public 
servants from using their 
positions to obtain any 
advantage for themselves 

or those associated with 
them. According to the DOI 
report, those who would 
fall under this category 
include spouses, domestic 
partners, parents, children 
or siblings.

The city Conflict of In-
terest Board, charged with 
interpreting and enforcing 
city ethic laws, declined to 
comment because it cannot 
discuss specific allegations 
or cases.

Nevertheless, the hir-
ing has prompted ques-
tions.

“There’s clearly a re-
lationship there that would 
create a perception that the 
fiancé may be getting favor-
able treatment or consider-
ation,” said Alex Camarda, 
director of public policy 
and advocacy for Citizens 
Union, a good government 
group that has been push-
ing for BOE reform.

DOI
Across the aisle in 

the Democratic camp, the 
DOI said it substantiated 
charges of nepotism involv-
ing the commissioner who 
hired his spouse. He told 
investigators his position 
did not come with health 
benefits, so he gave his wife 
a gig to acquire them.

He terminated his 
spouse when this raised 
concerns during his reap-
pointment, investigators 
said. That along with the 
commissioner admitting 
he hired his sister-in-law 
were referred to the Con-
flict of Interest Board, the 
report said.

Araujo, who docu-
ments and a source identi-
fied as the commissioner 
singled out by investiga-
tors, lives in East Elmhurst 
with his wife Rita and four 
children, according to his 
law firm’s website.

When Rita Araujo 
joined the BOE’s Queens 
team as a temporary clerk 
in February 2010, she listed 
her emergency contact as 
her husband Jose M. Arau-
jo. He was again described 

Michael Michel serves as the Queens Republican commissioner at 
the city Board of Elections.

BOE commissioners hire close to home
Personnel documents say Queens’ execs of both parties gave jobs to family as city probes nepotism

Sources say Democratic BOE Commissioner Jose Miguel Araujo hired 
his wife to get health benefits for their family.

Continued on Page 54
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Far Rockaway police 
officer and father of four 
who died after he was criti-
cally injured responding 
to a fire at a Coney Island 
housing development Sun-
day was honored by Police 
Commissioner Bill Bratton 
and his fellow officers at 
noon Wednesday.

Police Officer Dennis 
Guerra, 38, died just before 
7 a.m. Wednesday at Ja-
cobi Medical Center in the 
Bronx, three days after he 
and his partner, 36-year-
old Police Officer Rosa Ro-
driguez, of Howard Beach, 
rushed to evacuate tenants 
of a Coney Island building, 
where a fire broke out on 
the 13th floor, NYPD said.

Guerra and Rodriguez, 
both from Housing Bureau 
Police Service Area 1, re-
sponded to 911 calls about 
the suspicious blaze at 2007 

Surf Ave. in Brooklyn at 
about 12:30 p.m. and took 
an elevator to the 13th floor, 
where they were overcome 
by smoke, police said.

Firefighters found the 
officers unconscious on a 
hallway floor and emergen-
cy personnel rushed both 
to the hospital, according 
to the NYPD. Guerra was 
resuscitated in the field 

before arriving at Coney Is-
land Hospital, then air-lift-
ed to Jacobi Medical Center 
in the Bronx.

Rodriguez was ini-
tially taken to Lutheran 
Hospital in Brooklyn be-
fore she was transferred to 
Cornell Medical Center in 
Manhattan, where she was 
intubated and placed in a 
hyperbaric chamber, au-
thorities said. Both officers 
were treated for carbon 
monoxide poisoning and 
the effects of smoke inhala-
tion, police said.

On Monday, 16-year-
old Marcell Dockery, who 
lived in the building, was 
arrested and charged with 
setting the fire, which later 
resulted in Guerra’s death, 
the NYPD said.

“It is a startling re-
minder that what can ap-
pear to be a routine as-
signment can very quickly 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The new top cop in 

Jamaica said that when he 
learned about his new as-
signment, his first thought 
was of a notorious slaying 
26 years ago in southeast 
Queens, where bloodshed 
is still one of the biggest 
problems the commander 
will have to tackle.

“I got a phone call that 
said, ‘John, you’re being 
transferred to the 103rd 
Precinct,’” Deputy Inspec-
tor John Cappelmann 
told the 103rd Community 
Council during its monthly 
meeting at the St. Benedict 
the  Moor Church in St. Al-
bans Tuesday evening.

“I immediately 
thought  of [Officer]  Eddie 
Byrne, who was shot and 
killed here in February 
1988, and I can remember 

specifically where I was at 
that time,” he said.

Cappelmann was in 
the U.S. Army in the winter 
of 1988 when he saw patrol 
cars from the 103rd Pre-
cinct on the nightly news.

“It immediately made 
me jump up and take no-
tice, because at the time 

my father was a sergeant 
assigned to the 103rd Pre-
cinct,” he explained.

Cappelmann’s father 
was safe that night and re-
tired from the force after 35 
years of service, but Byrne’s 
gangland murder while he 
was staking out a witness 
was seen as endemic of an 
out-of-control city hard hit 
by the crack epidemic and 
run over by crime. And 
while those days are long 
gone, southeast Queens 
continues to struggle with 
violence.

Citywide, murders 
were down last year about 
85 percent from where 
they were in 1990, and as of 
March 30 the figures were 
down 9.5 percent compared 
to the same stretch last 
year, NYPD crime statis-
tics show.

DEPUTY INSPECTOR JOHN 
CAPPELMANN

Photo courtesy NYPD

Cop from Far Rockaway dies 
after fi re call in Coney Island

Jamaica’s 103rd Precinct 
meets its new commander

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll 
deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will qualify 
at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model years 2014–2013, your payments 
will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For 
model year 2012, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.60 on each $1,000 
borrowed at 2.25% APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop pay-
ing your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change without 
notice. Competitive rates available for older models and refinances. Membership required. 

 Federally insured by NCUA

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

  FIXED RATES 
  AS LOW AS

1.95%
APR*

Whatever your reason,  
getting your auto loan at  

MCU makes perfect sense.

Apply today, call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO  

or visit nymcu.org 

POLICE OFFICER DENNIS 
GUERRA

Photo courtesy NYPD

Continued on Page 50
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Christ the King Community to Host  
Semi-Annual Blood Drive

The Christ the King Community will be hosting its Semi-Annual Blood Drive in 
conjunction with the New York Blood Center on Wednesday, April 16th at Christ the King 
High School, located at 68-02 Metropolitan Ave., from 8:00 AM to 2 PM.  

Christ the King High School was honored last month by the New York Blood Center 
and Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio for being the #1 high school in the Diocese of Brooklyn for 
blood donations in 2013.  Last year, Christ the King donated 287 pints of blood.

 Christ the King President, Michael Michel stated, “We take great pride in our students, 
faculty, staff and friends of the CK Community who helped us reach this goal for saving 
lives.  We hope that we can continue that success and top our last blood drive.”

For more information regarding Christ the King’s Blood Drive or to sign up, please 
contact Alice Wenz at (718) 366-7400, Ext. # 244. 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

ASTORIA — The decomposed body 
of a woman was discovered washed up on 
the shore near Astoria Park Saturday, po-
lice said.

A passerby spotted the unidentified 
woman’s remains around 11 a.m. on the 
rocky shore near Astoria Park South and 
Shore Boulevard, cops said.

The badly decomposed body was 
clothed and police were waiting for the 
medical examiner to determine the cause 
of death, the NYPD said.

LONG ISLAND CITY - On March 24, 35-year-
old Brendan Fagan allegedly climbed the Ed 
Koch-Queensboro Bridge and proceeded to dis-
play artwork on the bridge while videotaping the 
entire incident, police said. 

Fagan turned himself in last Friday at the 
19th Precinct with his lawyer present, according 
to cops. Fagan was charged with criminal tres-
pass, reckless endangerment and violation of lo-
cal law, police said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Woman’s body found on Astoria shoreline: Police

Brendan Fagan was charged with climbing 
the Ed Koch-Queensboro Bridge to show 
off his artwork, police said.

Trinidadian smuggled 7 pounds of cocaine: Feds

JAMAICA — Customs police ar-
rested a Trinidadian traveler last month 
who allegedly tried to smuggle more than 
7 pounds of cocaine inside packages of fro-
zen meat.

Agents arrested Yudishtir Maharaj 
March 20 after they found 7.35 pounds of 
the white stuff packed inside packages 
of frozen meat, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection said.

The agency said Maharaj was turned 
over to Homeland Security investigators 
to face narcotics smuggling charges.

Artist who scaled Q-boro bridge surrenders: Cops

Police say a woman’s body was recovered from 
the rocky shore near Astoria Park South. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Customs and Border agents at Kennedy Airport 
seized cocaine hidden in frozen meat. 

Photo courtesy U.S. Customs and Border Protection

FOREST HILLS — Police were looking for 
a suspect they said is going around depositing 
checks stolen from mailboxes.

The man, who was caught on camera at an 
ATM in the Bronx, allegedly steals checks from 
mail boxes, alters the amount and then deposits 
the phony checks at ATMs, police said.

He is suspected of having struck eight times, 
authorities said.

Man steals mailed checks in Forest Hills: NYPD

Cops are hunting for a suspect who al-
legedly stole mail containing checks and 
cashed them, police say. 

Image courtesy NYPD
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Loved ones were 
mourning four East 
Elmhurst friends killed 
when a car plunged into 
Steinway Creek Friday 
night and became fully 
submerged in the Astoria 
waterway.

“She was beautiful on 
the inside and out,” said 
Paula Slader, whose teen 
daughter Jada Monique 
Butts was one of the vic-
tims. “She was a no non-
sense young lady.”

Butts, 19; Darius 
Fletcher, 21; Crystal Grave-
ly, 19; Jaleel Feurtado, 20; 
all died after a Honda car-
rying five people struck a 
curb and flipped into the 
waterway near 19th Avenue 
and 37th Street, police said.

“They were good kids. 
They got together to have 
fun with each other, go to 
each other’s houses.” Slad-
er said. “This accident was 

unfortunate.”
The 20-year-old driv-

er, identified as Andrew 
Gramm, escaped from 
the car and was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital in stable 
condition, authorities said.

Authorities believe 
he did not have alcohol or 
drugs in his system, and in-
vestigators made a prelimi-
nary determination that 
speed was a factor in the ac-

cident, a spokesman for the 
NYPD said Tuesday.

Relatives said the eve-
ning was meant as a cel-
ebration for Gravely.

“They were friends go-
ing out for a birthday,” said 
Fletcher’s aunt, Alicia Na-
tion. “This is just a sense-
less tragedy.”

Battalion 49 Chief 
James Jacobs said emer-
gency responders had raced 

to the scene at the end of a 
dead-end street a little after 
10:30 p.m. after a 911 call 
came in about a car in the 
water with people trapped 
inside.

“Upon arrival we saw 
a gentleman down the block 
waving us in,” Jacobs said. 
“He informed us that he 
was the driver. He was able 
to self-evacuate and there 
were four confirmed people 

in the car.”
“He was obviously a 

little upset, a little frantic,” 

Jacobs said of Gramm.
Emergency responders 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The driver of a second 

car that veered into the wa-
ter early Saturday morn-
ing not far from where 
four passengers drowned 
in Steinway Creek hours 
earlier was still on the lam, 
cops said.

The motorist, whom 
police know only as “Mike,” 
fled the scene after he drove 
a 2010 Toyota sedan into the 
East River at 20th Avenue 
around 4 a.m. Saturday, po-
lice said.

The eerie accident hap-
pened about a mile away 
from the spot where the 
driver of a 2009 Honda Ac-
cord managing to pull him-
self out of a car that plunged 
into Steinway Creek Friday 
night, killing four passen-
gers.

 Police said the owner 
of the Toyota, 29-year-old 
Adeel Khan, also left the 
scene and was arrested on 
charges of giving a false 
name after he checked him-
self into Elmhurst Hospi-
tal.

According to the New 
York Post, the Toyota’s pas-
sengers told police they had 
just met the driver when 
they were at Astoria’s Club 
Central and he offered to be 
the designated driver for a 
trip to the Neptune Diner.

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The city Department 
of Transportation plans to 
review a request by a state 
lawmaker for the agency to 
check safety measures on 
roads leading up to bodies 
of water, a DOT spokesman 
said. State Sen. Michael Gi-
anaris (D-Astoria) proposed 
the review two days after 
four young East Elmhurst 
residents were killed when 
the car they were riding 
careened into Steinway 
Creek, police said.

Gianaris, who lives 
several blocks from the ac-
cident site at 19th Avenue 
and 37th Street, said the 
tragedy raised questions 
about whether there was 
anything separating the 
roadway from the creek. 
He also aid there was a lack 
of proper signage alerting 
drivers to the dead end.

“As our community 

deals with this tragic ac-
cident, we must work to-
gether to prevent similar 
tragedies from occurring 
in the future,” Gianaris 
said. “DOT must make our 
streets safer by reviewing 
all roads leading to wa-
terways as there may be 
similar dangers in other 
neighborhoods throughout 

our city.”
Two dead-end signs 

were already in place be-
fore the accident on both 
sides of the street at 37th 
Avenue and 19th Street, 
which leads to the creek. 
Workers installed jersey 
barriers and barrels Satur-
day and replaced the “end” 
sign at the conclusion of the 

roadway, the DOT spokes-
man said.

And the agency is 
looking into a section of 
the guardrail reported to 
be missing, but a prelimi-
nary review showed no 
recent complaints about 
the barrier or requests for 
traffic controls and addi-
tional signage in the imme-
diate area, according to the 
spokesman. 

The  New York Post  
had reported that a met-
al guardrail which had 
separated the street from 
the water apparently col-
lapsed long ago. A section 
of a guardrail and a slab 
of concrete connected to a 
metal fence were visible at 
the site Monday evening, 
but there would have been 
clear paths on either side of 
these to the water had the 
jersey barriers and barrels 
not been in place.  

Jersey barriers and barrels block 19th Avenue from Steinway 
Creek. Photo by Christina Santucci

Jaimee Butts holds a photo of her older sister, Jada Monique 
Butts. Photo by Christina Santucci

City DOT plans to conduct safety studyMotorist leaves scene 
of second crash: Cops

Steinway Creek car plunge kills four
Driver escapes Honda that hit curb and rolled into water, trapping childhood friends from East Elmhurst

A fence rests on the rocks 
at 20th Avenue and 18th 
Street in Astoria, where a 
car went into the water. 

Jaleel Feurtado, (l.-r.) Darius Fletcher and Crystal Gravely were all killed when the Honda they were 
riding in careened into the Astoria waterway, police said.

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

TimesLedger Newspa-
pers was honored for its cov-
erage of Queens at the New 
York Press Association an-
nual convention last week-
end, capturing six awards 
in a contest that recognized 
exceptional journalism 
across the state.

The paper took home 
two first-place awards, with 
Managing Editor Christina 
Santucci winning 2013 Pho-
tographer of the Year and 
reporter Rich Bockmann 
receiving 2013 Writer of the 
Year honors. This marked 
the third time Santucci has 
won the category after plac-
ing first in 2007 and 2010. 
She finished in the third 
spot in 2012.

The newsroom also 
picked up awards for sports 
feature, editorials, arts 
coverage and general fea-
ture in the contest, which 
drew 2,760 entries from 158 

community newspapers — 
mostly weeklies - published 
in New York State.

TimesLedger, head-
quartered in Bayside, cov-
ers all of Queens. It is part 
of Community Newspaper 
Group, owned by News 
Corp.

“Our paper’s mission 
is to put out the most com-
prehensive news report for 
Queens readers on the web 
and in print every week,” 
said Roz Liston, editor of 
the chain. “The awards this 
year are particularly grati-
fying because everyone in 
the newsroom worked very 
hard to achieve this goal.”

Santucci has served 
as the photo editor at 
TimesLedger since 2008 
and also began serving 
as the managing editor in 
2013. Her entries in this 
year’s contest included 
photographs from the 2013 
US Open, an annual Me-
morial Day Parade and 

family members mourning 
lost loved ones on an an-
niversary of the American 
Airlines Flight 587 crash in 
Belle Harbor.

The judges in this 
year’s contest commended 
her for her ability to “cap-
ture peak action and emo-
tion while creating artful 
photos that are beautifully 
composed.”

“Queens provides a re-

markable canvas for a pho-
tographer,” Santucci said.  
“Every day brings a new 
challenge.”

 Bockmann has been on 
staff at TimesLedger since 
2011 and currently covers 
the southeastern part of 
Queens, while also focusing 
on politics and education 
throughout the city. This is 
his first Writer of the Year 
Award, but Bockmann won 

a second-place Best News 
Series Award in 2012 from 
the NYPA for a series he 
submitted on the contro-
versial stop-and-frisk poli-
cy and how it would affect 
minority neighborhoods in 
Queens.

This year’s judges 
comments praised Bock-
mann for his “clear, vivid 
writing” that “draws the 
reader in” and said he was 
“a byline worth following.”

“It was pretty fitting 
that I was in the newsroom 
at 9 p.m. on a Saturday 
night when I got the news 
because I put in a lot of 
late nights in 2013,” Bock-
mann said of his Writer of 
the Year Award. “It’s really 
validating to be recognized  
like this by my peers.”

Sports reporter Joe 
Staszewski received a sec-
ond-place award for best 
sports feature for a profile 
of a high school pitcher 
who was preparing to take 

the mound for the first time 
since witnessing the death 
of his friend the year be-
fore. 

“This article is a 
heart-breaking and heart-
warming piece showing 
that tragedy can be over-
come and used as a spring-
board in life,” the judges 
wrote. “Well-written and 
a story that stays with the 
reader for a long time after 
the first read.”

Editor Roz Liston was 
awarded second place for 
best editorials, covering 
topics such as political cor-
ruption, stop-and-frisk and 
hunger in Queens. 

“The author shows a 
real knowledge and love for 
her community,” the judges 
said of Liston’s editorials. 
“You can’t ask for more of 
an editorial writer. Queens 
is in good hands.”

News Editor Kevin 
Zimmerman, who also cov-

A photo of Flushing High School football player Deandre Ross-
Lomax and his teammates was featured on the cover of the New 
York Press Association’s awards booklet. Photo by Christina Santucci

TimesLedger wins six awards in statewide competition
Newsroom staffers recognized by New York Press Association at convention last weekend

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
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(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
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(631) 760-9791

hheeee
AArreaeaeaeaaaaaea
79111

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A few weeks before 
Pope John Paul II was 
scheduled to be canonized 
as a saint in Rome, Mas-
peth’s faithful gathered 
over the weekend outside 
the neighborhood church 
the Polish pope visited in 
1979 for a street co-naming 
ceremony honoring Blessed 
John Paul.

“How many saints 
walked the streets of Mas-
peth?” Jeff Gottlieb, co-
chairman of the Polish-Jew-
ish Dialogue Committee 
at Queens College, asked a 
crowd of about 200 people, 
who stood outside the Holy 
Cross Roman Catholic 
Church, on 56th Road, Sun-
day afternoon for the un-
veiling of Pope John Paul II 
Way. “How many potential 
saints prayed here?”

While the pope’s 1979 
visit to the city may most 
widely be remembered for 
the mass he conducted be-
fore 75,000 at Yankee Sta-
dium, in the Polish neigh-
borhood of Maspeth the 
highlight of the occasion 
was his visit to Holy Cross 
Church.

Standing outside the 
rectory where the pope 
spent the night during 
his visit 35 years ago is a 
bronze statue the parish 
erected in his memory, and 
the Rev. Witold Mroziewski 
said Pope John Paul left 
“the great treasure of his 
signature in a small but 
now priceless guest book.”

The pope, born Karol 
Józef Wojtyła in the Polish 
town of Wadowice in 1929, 

is well-known for bring-
ing Christian and Jewish 
Poles together after the Ho-
locaust. He served as pope 
from 1978 until his death 
in 2005 and is said to have 
performed two posthumous 
miracles.

According to the 
church, his first was per-
formed in June 2005 on a 
French nun afflicted with 
Parkinson’s disease and 
he performed his second 
miracle in 2011 on a Costa 
Rican woman with an an-
eurism. He was beatified in 
2011 and is scheduled to be 
canonized in a modest cer-
emony in Rome April 27.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mas-
peth) sponsored the legisla-
tion to have the street name 
honoring Pope John Paul.

“The pope slept in this 
very building behind us, 
in the rectory when he vis-
ited in 1979,” she said. “He 
helped uplift Poland and 
countless Polish communi-
ties in New York, in Amer-
ica and around the world. 
Pope John Paul II, his work 
touched billions of lives, 
and now Queens residents 
for generations to come will 
be reminded of his legacy.”

Maspeth street honors 
saintly Pope John Paul
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John Paul II is unveiled. 
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OTHER VOICES

Pressure PA to do something about noise

T
hank you for covering 
the airplane noise is-
sue in our area. I live 
in Jackson Heights 

and have been enduring 
the loud airplane noise 
that blasts over our house 
on certain days and nights 
since we moved to our block 
a year ago. Sometimes it is 
truly unbearable.

I know our elected of-
ficials have pushed for the 
Port Authority to study the 
plane patterns, and there is 
an “official” complaint site 
and phone line now that 
many of my neighbors have 

dutifully been sending in-
formation to them.

But this effort on the 
part of the Port Authority 
is not solving the problem. 
This just seems like a way 
to make the community, 
not the airplane noise, shut 
up.

For months now, this 
noise goes on through the 
night, keeping us from 
sleeping and also from even 
hearing each other speak 
in our homes.

From what I have 
been reading in our local 
papers, the Port Authority 

seems more interested in 
expanding the “economic 
growth” of our airports, 
not the quality of life of our 
residents. On a basic level, 
if we want to keep the jobs 
we already have, we need to 
be able to sleep.

The Port Authority 
says it is gathering and re-
viewing our complaints. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo is 
now demanding it does so. 
Other political representa-
tives, like City Councilman 
Danny Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), are also asking 
that these noise levels be 

examined.
But studies are not 

stopping the noise. There 
is no talk about “how and 
when” the extremely loud 
noise throughout the night 
will end.

Let us take this a step 
further and really address 
the issue, not just pretend 
that changes are actually 
being made to benefit the 
people of the neighbor-
hood.

Sue Stewart
Jackson Heights

ARTISTIC DECISION
Earlier this week, Queens took another step out from 

the long shadow cast by Manhattan and the ever trendier 
borough next door, Brooklyn.

Mayor Bill de Blasio appointed Queens Museum Ex-
ecutive Director Tom Finkelpearl to run the city Cultural 
Affairs Department.

Finkelpearl, who trained as a sculptor, has led the bor-
ough’s pre-eminent art institution for the past 12 years. He 
has been the museum’s — and by extension Queens’ — big-
gest cheerleader, reminding New Yorkers that the Queens-
boro Bridge does not lead to a cultural wasteland.

He worked to drum up political and financial support 
for the Queens Museum of Art’s recently completed eight-
year, $69 million renovation that doubled its size.

Finkelpearl’s career revolves around his Queens 
portfolios. He started as a public affairs officer at Long 
Island City’s P.S. 1 Contemporary Art Center, now MoMA 
PS1, then worked as program director for an art school in 
Maine before returning to P.S. 1 and eventually the Queens 
Museum.

De Blasio’s choice is good news for Finkelpearl, who 
will soon run the arts office in arguably the most impor-
tant city in the world for art. But the mayor’s selection also 
says a lot about Queens within this art-centric city.

It is easy to point to PS 1, Astoria’s Museum of the 
Moving Image and Flushing’s Queens Theatre in the Park 
as longstanding success stories of the borough’s commit-
ment to the arts.

But Queens continues to grow as a place for creativity 
in less obvious ways.

That may have to do with artists being priced out of 
trendy Chelsea and Williamsburg and finding their way 
to Sunnyside and Flushing. Once here, the creative set is 
finding local audiences to support their work.

Long Island City leads Queens with theater pieces at 
The Chocolate Factory, dance performances at The Green 
Space and artworks at spots like The Artist Group and 
Eduardo Anievas galleries.

Stay on the No. 7 train past Queensboro Plaza and 
you’ll discover theater, dance, music and art to make you 
rethink your perceptions of the Queens artistic scene.

From Sunnyside’s Thalia Spanish Theatre to Ja-
maica’s Black Spectrum Theatre to Flushing’s Korean 
Performing Arts Center, you will find people creating, 
displaying and performing works to rival DUMBO or the 
Village.

None of this is news to anyone who’s been paying 
attention to Queens’ artistic progress during the last de-
cade, but with this week’s appointment, word appears to 
be spreading.
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Horses belong in natural locales

I
n reply to the April 4-10 
editorial, with all the 
media hype showing the 
carriage trade as some-

thing it is not, the reasons 
why so many people want 
this trade shut down have 
been overlooked. It is inhu-
mane and dangerous.

Putting the stables in 
the park is not possible, nor 
would it solve anything. 
The hack line is outside 
the park on Central Park 
South, the site of many ac-
cidents.

In 2007, Smoothie, a 
young mare attached to an 
unattended carriage, was 
spooked by a loud noise and 
bolted, running into a tree 
and killing herself. Anoth-
er horse was also spooked 
and ran across the street, 
hitting a car. When a horse 

is exposed to cars, traffic 
and noise, anything bad 
can happen. Horses are pre-
dictably unpredictable, and 
at 1,500 to 2,000 pounds they 
can easily spook and bolt, 
become unwitting weapons 
and killing themselves and 
innocent passersby.

As for the park being 
the site of stables: wrong 
again. If this were to be done 
right, much larger stalls 
should be provided — the 
existing ones are less than 
half the size experts recom-
mend. Horses require daily 
turnout — 1 acre per horse 
— something they do not 
get now.

The five-week yearly 
furlough is absurd, grossly 
inadequate and highly sus-
pect because the “farms” 
are not inspected by the 

city Department of Health.
The amount of space to 

do this properly would re-
quire adequate sized stalls 
and turnout for 200 horses 
in the park. That is not 
about to happen and those 
of us who enjoy the park, 
minus the carriage horses, 
would complain.

If someone wants to 
see horses in a more natu-
ral surrounding — not pull-
ing carriages on the street 
— there are several horse 
sanctuaries outside New 
York City.

Elizabeth Forel
President

Coalition to Ban Horse-
Drawn Carriages

Manhattan

City must fi nd better way of treating the mentally ill
T

his past February, a 
perfect storm of New 
York City’s failed 
policies on mental 

illness, homelessness, vet-
erans services, criminal 
justice and corrections 
killed Jerome Murdough, a 
mentally ill, homeless for-
mer U.S. marine who was 
arrested and sent to Rikers 
Island for trespassing when 
he sought shelter from the 
winter cold in a city hous-
ing project stairwell.

He died alone, his pleas 
for help ignored, when the 
temperature in his cell 
exceeded 100 degrees due 
to malfunctioning equip-
ment. His needless death is 
the shame of our city.

The rate of incar-
cerated mentally ill has 
steadily risen as access to 
long-term and acute care 

mental health services has 
declined. Incarceration has 
become the frontline re-
sponse for the mentally ill, 
even though putting such 
a population behind bars 
is three times more costly 
than detaining other in-
mates.

Between 2005 and 2011, 
the number of inmates at 
Rikers with mental illness 
has increased to where to-
day it includes nearly 40 
percent of the jail’s daily 
population. If this rate of 
increase holds constant, by 
2017 more than 50 percent of 
all inmates at Rikers would 
suffer from mental illness.

Veterans make up 
about 12 percent of the adult 
homeless population in the 
United States, and veterans 
are 50 percent more likely 
to be homeless than non-

veterans. Nationwide, more 
than half of all homeless 
veterans have some sort of 
mental illness.

Zero tolerance policies 
have proven to be ineffec-
tive in confronting a grow-
ing mentally ill population, 
who respond erratically 
or with defiance to such 
practices. This recent inef-
fectiveness in disciplinary 
practices can account for 
at least some part of the 240 
percent surge in violent in-
cidents at Rikers in the last 
decade.

At a recent Fire and 
Criminal Justice Services 
hearing, I questioned offi-
cials from the city Depart-
ment of Correction regard-
ing how officers are trained 
to identify and de-escalate 
situations involving men-
tally ill inmates. Currently, 

state law prohibits correc-
tion officers from learning 
an inmate’s mental health 
diagnosis or treatment.

Officers coordinate 
with city Department of 
Health professionals, com-
municating in language 
that is forced to dance 
around a profoundly unset-
tling reality: Jails such as 
Rikers have become more 
than just jails, and instead 
serve as frontlines for deal-
ing with the city’s mentally 
ill.

The challenges of ad-
ministering to mentally ill 
people who commit crimi-
nal offenses are daunting. 
On the front end, the city 
needs to take a closer look 
at alternatives to placing 
people behind bars.

Homeless people 
should be offered relief 

from the cold, just as the 
mentally ill should be of-
fered treatment. Veterans 
should be prioritized for 
affordable housing and of-
fered services that speak to 
their needs. Relief should 
offer constructive solutions 
that stimulate quality of 
life, not detract from it.

The previous adminis-
tration suggested central-
ized response teams that 
collect and relay informa-
tion quickly to judges, who 
can then make appropriate 
decisions on bail and com-
munity-based treatment. 
Such teams would provide 
a more careful judgment 
for the mentally ill, whose 
sentences should be any-
thing but black and white.

On the back end, we 
need to heed the advice of 
the president of the correc-

tions officers union, Nor-
man Seabrook, and better 
train those who police our 
jails — the city’s Boldest — 
in how to manage mentally 
ill inmates. Even with con-
sideration to preserving an 
inmate’s privacy, knowing 
a diagnosis can only go so 
far without proper training 
on the implications of what 
a diagnosis means.

The cost of incarcerat-
ing the mentally ill, both 
fiscally and ethically, is too 
high not to quell this storm 
now.

Rory Lancman
City Councilman

(D-Fresh Meadows)

Kudos to Queens Quiet Skies

I
t is with pleasure that I 
read of the accomplish-
ments of Queens Quiet 
Skies and other entities 

in convincing Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo to advocate for miti-
gation of the noise and pol-
lution problems of aircraft 
flying over our communi-
ties.

The governor ordered 
the Port Authority to in-
crease the number of noise 
monitors keeping track of 
violations of the allowable 
noise levels of aircraft and 
to carry out a Part 150 noise 
study to see how noise from 
aircraft is affecting resi-
dents.

He also called for the 
establishment of round-
tables where community 
representatives, elected 
leaders and federal and 
other officials would meet 
regularly to discuss air-
craft noise and flight pat-
tern concerns. The Federal 
Aviation Administration 
would need to cooperate 
and participate in these 
measures.

This is just the begin-

ning of the process to miti-
gate the noise issue involv-
ing aircraft flying over 
our communities. Those 
involved in this fight must 
monitor that all the condi-
tions and requests ordered 
by the governor are fol-
lowed through with over 
time and appropriate ac-
tion is taken by the powers 
that be.

In the meantime, the 
residents of our area owe a 
great deal of thanks to the 
work and effort put forth 
so far. Janet Mceneaney, 
Bob Whitehair and all 
the people involved with 
Queens Quiet Skies have 
been extraordinary. Visit 
their website at queensqui-
etskies.org to see what you 
can do to aid their efforts.

Locally, Community 
Board 11 Aviation Com-
mittee Co-chairs Andrew 
Rothman and Joan Garippa 
have worked hard on this 
issue alongside Chairman 
Jerry Iannece and other 
board members.

Our local elected lead-
ers — including U.S. Reps. 

Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
Steve Israel (D-Melville) 
and Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights); state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside); 
and state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) — 
have all stepped up to the 
plate and spoken out and 
acted upon this problem.

Cuomo should be com-
plimented for listening to 
the concerns of his constit-
uents.

In other matters, the 
Bayside Historical Society 
will be celebrating its 50th 
anniversary May 3 by host-
ing a gala honoring several 
people who have served 
our communities well. One 
of those being honored is 
McEneaney. You can call 
the society at 718-352-1548 
for information and details 
if you would like to attend.

Everyone is invited to 
purchase a ticket to attend 
this community celebra-
tion to be held at the castle 
on Fort Totten.

Henry Euler
Bayside
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I
t is April 1946. A few 
weeks before, former 
British Prime Minis-
ter Winston Churchill 

gave an address at West-
minster College in Fulton, 
Mo., where he sounded the 
warning that an “iron cur-
tain” of Soviet domination 
had descended across East-
ern Europe.

Many Americans were 
shocked by Churchill’s 
statement because they had 

been encouraged to think 
of the Soviet Union as an 
ally with a government that 
was not that much different 
from FDR’s New Deal pro-
grams.

But mistrust had been 
developing between the 
United States and Soviet 
Union before the end of the 
war, and the stark differ-
ences between the two na-
tions’ systems of govern-
ment would soon bring on 

the Cold War.
No year before or since 

1946 saw so many strikes, 
such a large percentage 
of people on strike or so 
many industries affected 
by strikes. The root of this 
labor unrest was the “no 
strike pledge” most unions 
took during the war.

●

1946 also saw the begin-
nings of an 18-year period of 
youth population increase 
known as the “Baby Boom” 
that would be accompanied 
by a post-war housing con-
struction boom.

This was the time that 
saw the creation of planned 
communities for return-
ing G.I.s and their fami-
lies, such as Levittown in 

Nassau County, named for 
developer William Levitt, 
who was considered by 
many to be the father of 
modern suburbia.

But for the time being 
it would be necessary to 
make temporary arrange-
ments for returning vets. 
Page 1 of the April 10’s Star-
Journal had a banner head-
line reporting that 4,500 
veterans and their families 
would be able to move into 
three Queens G.I. emergen-
cy housing colonies before 
the end of August.

These were the Mel-
bourne Houses, which 
would have approximately 
456 units on city-owned 
land next to Queens Col-
lege in Flushing; the Ar-

rowbrook Houses, accom-
modating 1,476 families, 
which would be built on 
a former golf club site in 
Kew Gardens Hills, north 
of the Grand Central Park-
way; and the Northern 
Boulevard Houses, to be 
constructed on the Holmes 
Airport site in Jackson 
Heights, which would pro-
vide for 2,520 families.

●

The following day, on 
Page 1 the Star-Journal 
announced that the United 
Nations Security Coun-
cil had selected the 1939 
World’s Fair grounds at 
Flushing Meadow Park 
as the location where the 
General Assembly would 
meet, while the Sperry Gy-

roscope building in Lake 
Success, L.I., just over the 
Queens-Nassau border, 
would house the U.N.’s ad-
ministrative buildings.

Finally, as the month 
drew to a close, Page 1 of the 
April 22’s Star-Journal had 
several photos showing the 
immense crowds that had 
shown up for the previous 
day’s Easter Sunday servic-
es throughout Queens.

The paper noted, 
“Under sunny skies thou-
sands of Queens residents 
thronged the streets yester-
day and jammed churches 
of all denominations in ob-
servance of the first peace-
time Easter in four years.”

Emergency G.I. housing built in Queens in 1946 

Small donors still have major role in New York City elections

T
he U.S. Supreme 
Court recently up-
held the right of large 
donors to pour even 

more money into political 
campaigns. The opinion by 
the highest court equated 
the right to donate with the 
right to free speech.

Yes, our country does 
guarantee free speech as 
a fundamental right. But, 
some say, by not capping 
political contributions 
more, wealthy donors actu-
ally have more free speech 
than others.

If you ask elected lead-
ers and those who have run 
for political office, perhaps 
the most difficult challenge 
in mounting a credible 
campaign is the ability to 
raise enough money to be 
taken seriously.

With a citizenry that 
largely ignores most politi-

cal campaigns, it is crucial 
to be able to cost-effectively 
convey your message to the 
10 percent to 20 percent of 
people who actually show 
up to vote. That can be cost-
ly, especially in a large and 
sprawling metropolis like 
New York City, but it is ex-
pensive in urban and rural 
areas as well.

In an ideal world, 
those who want to run for 
office would be required to 
get a minimum threshold 
of signatures or small do-
nations that would qualify 
them for the same amount 
of broadcast television time 
and free mailings to voters. 
All candidates would then 
get the same starting point 
to disseminate their mes-
sage and would be able to 
use the same medium to get 
their policy ideas and expe-
rience out to the public.

But, of course, we don’t 
live in an ideal world, and 
there is an ever proliferat-
ing way of reaching poten-
tial voters.

Interestingly, the In-
ternet and social media 
will probably bring down 

the cost of campaigning 
significantly in the future 
and disrupt politics as they 
have disrupted many other 
industries in the past de-
cade such as music, media 
and television.

In the near future, at 
least, we’ll still see lots of 
television commercials and 
find many direct mail piec-
es in our mailboxes, the 
standard way of running 
campaigns in the past.

The relatively new city 
campaign finance system, 
which has a 6-to-1 match of 
donations up to $175 if the 
candidate meets certain 
minimum thresholds,  has 
leveled the playing field. 
The past mayoral election 
exhibited that with a num-
ber of candidates spending 
roughly the same amount, 
whoever’s message is most 
consistent and resonates 
with voters will win the 
day. Mayor Bill de Blasio 
had a clear, consistent mes-
sage.

It is important for vot-
ers to understand how the 
campaign finance system 
works, because it means 

that small donors can have 
a much larger impact with 
the leverage of matching 
funds. It also means that 
candidates must try to get 
in front of a lot of people 
during the campaign and 
get lots of relatively small 
donations so they can even-
tually receive the maxi-
mum in matching funds.

The only glitch in 
this system is when a self-
funded candidate opts out 
of campaign finance and 
spends his or her own mon-
ey to run. This gives a de-
cided advantage to wealthy 
candidates, but there are 
numerous examples in re-
cent memory of wealthy 
candidates still losing in 
the election, including Tom 
Golisano and Carl Paladino 
in their New York guber-
natorial races and Linda 
McMahon in Connecticut’s 
U.S. Senate race.

Now, there is a conten-
tious battle in Albany to 
extend campaign finance 
laws to state elections. A 
lot of good government 
groups are not happy that 
a comprehensive reform 

was not included in the 
recently passed budget. In 
fact, there was a limited 
experiment attempted with 
the state comptroller’s race 
this year, subjecting it to a 
new campaign finance pro-
gram.

But this will actu-
ally be even more watered 
down as an experiment 
because the current comp-
troller, Tom DiNapoli, has 
opted out of this program. 
DiNapoli, to his credit, 
claims it is too late in the 
process — the election is in 
six months — and that if he 
took part, he would have to 
refund almost $2 million to 
previous donors.

He believes strongly in 
campaign finance reform 
and has been its champion 
for a long time, but being 
made a guinea pig for a 
last-second experiment will 
make even the strongest re-
former a bit squeamish. One 
could argue he has little to 
lose because no real chal-
lenger has emerged, but to 
start almost from scratch 
in fund-raising now would 
open the door for another 

Democrat to challenge him 
in a primary and allow a 
real Republican to chal-
lenge him in the general 
election.

Last time around, he 
faced a stiff fight in the gen-
eral election, so he is right 
to be on guard.

So much for that ex-
periment.

But it is important 
that good government 
groups continue to push for 
campaign finance laws in 
New York so we can make 
the playing field fairer and 
encourage more citizens to 
take a stab at running for 
office. That will be the true 
test of whether campaign 
finance reform will have 
the desired effect: bringing 
fresh faces and ideas to our 
political system.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

■
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Learn the law visit  www.NYTEASEA.com  ���

We understand that parking and 
sanitation laws in New York can be 
di��cult to understand and �ollow.

This ad is paid for by members of CWA Local 1182  
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Dueling petitions have 
cropped up debating the 
merits of the Knockdown 
Center in Maspeth.

Knockdown bills itself 
as an arts center seeking to 
build on events it has held 
in the former glass factory, 
at 52-19 Flushing Ave., us-
ing temporary permits. 
The venue wants to secure 
a permanent public assem-
bly certificate to serve up 
to 5,000 people and a liquor 
and cabaret license.

The surrounding 
community has disputed 
Knockdown’s self-defini-
tion, saying prior events 
have drawn thousands of 
young partygoers consum-
ing drugs and alcohol.

The city Department 
of Buildings said it disap-
proved the public access 
permit March 21 and issued 
a notice of intent to revoke 

work permits for construc-
tion work over minor con-
cerns.

Knockdown’s manager 
Tyler Myers said his staff 
plans to meet with the DOB 
soon to discuss its objec-
tions to the ongoing con-
struction work, which en-
tails expanding bathrooms 
and adding more doors as 
well as the department’s 
dismissal of the public ac-
cess permit.

“We’re going to ad-
dress these four or five ob-
jections, which [the inspec-
tor] came up with, which 
are minor and don’t require 
changes, just clarification,” 
Myers said, adding that the 
public access permit appli-
cation process is ongoing. 
“It doesn’t mean we can’t 
get it. Disapproved means 
that they looked at a plan 
and they have comments.”

The state Liquor Au-
thority has not made any 

determinations on Knock-
down’s bid for a liquor and 
cabaret license.

While government 
agencies weigh Knock-
down’s permits, the public 
debate rages on.

By Wednesday morn-

ing, 109 people had signed 
an online petition opposing 
the Knockdown Center.

“Having this many 
people gather in one loca-
tion to drink alcohol will 
put a strain on police ser-
vices. There have already 

been documented incidents 
of bad behavior involving 
drugs and alcohol at dance 
parties at this location,” 
the petition reads.

It also raises concerns 
about noise for nearby resi-
dents as well as inadequate 
parking.

A second online peti-
tion rallying behind the 
Knockdown Center states 
the facility has done its due 
diligence to address issues.

“They have publicly 
perpetuated false informa-
tion, unfairly judged our 
intentions — as well as our 
potential clientele — and 
spun the facts to incite 
fear amidst our surround-
ing concerns,” the petition 
reads. “Cited as their pri-
mary concerns are noise, 
disorderly conduct and 
‘hipsters.’”

The document notes 
that Knockdown has not re-
ceived official complaints 

over prior events and has 
commissioned an acoustics 
study to ensure the build-
ing met the city noise code 
for its proposed use.

About 262 people had 
signed  the petition, as of 
Wednesday morning.

Although neither peti-
tion mentions M.I.A., the 
British-born musician’s up-
coming concerts have riled 
the community.

Myers said Knock-
down anticipates having its 
permanent public assembly 
certificate in place before 
the May 8-9 shows, but 
would use temporary ones 
if necessary.

“Anything we do here 
will be permitted and fully 
legally,” he said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Knockdown Center’s bid for a liquor and cabaret license stirs con-
troversy in Maspeth.

Petitions debate Knockdown Center’s place in Maspeth
Residents near the Flushing Avenue venue oppose its application for a liquor and cabaret license

All children born in 2010 who live in New York 
City are eligible for pre-kindergarten in public 
schools and community-based organizations 
starting in September 2014.

CALL: 311

VISIT: schools.nyc.gov/prek

Public school applications are due  
April 23, 2014. 

To apply to a community-based organization pre-k,  

please contact the program directly.

Pre-Kindergarten: 
Opportunity Starts Now

Apply Now for Free Pre-K!
PHOTOS:  Imagine ELC @ Jamaica Kids, Queens / P.S. 63 Author’s Academy, Bronx

nycschools nycschools

4,200  
New Full-Day 
Seats Added!
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12-6 pm on Myrtle Avenue bet Forest Avenue & Onderdonk Avenue/Centre Street

2014 SPRING

RIDGEWOOD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Sunday, April 13thDon’t Miss

The Fun!!
12 noon  to 6pm

CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS
1-646-230-0489

“Queens’ Largest Street Festival Production Company”

SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th, 2014
ANNUAL FALL STREET FESTIVAL  

sponsored by the Myrtle Avenue Business Improvement District
Fresh Pond Road to Wyckoff Avenue 12 pm to 6 pm

MYRTLE AVENUE - RIDGEWOOD QUEENS
FOREST AVENUE to WYCKOFF AVENUE

New York
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Southeast Queens 
lawmakers are taking the 
gloves off in order to deal 
with the area’s persistent 
trash problem.

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) is 
backing proposed legisla-
tion that would toss litter-
bugs behind bars for up to 
a year for throwing their 
household refuse away in 
sidewalk trash baskets.

“If you are caught us-
ing these litter baskets ille-
gally, you will be fined, and 
after the third subsequent 
fine you will be charged 
and locked up,” Wills said 
Monday morning during a 
news conference in South 
Jamaica as he announced 
a sweeping initiative aimed 
at cleaning up southeast 
Queens.

The councilman said 
he and his colleagues have 
been forced to take “drastic 
measures.”

“Our litter baskets are 
for refuse when you’re go-
ing to and from. They are 
not for you bringing gar-
bage from inside of your 
homes, putting it on the 
litter baskets,” he said. “It 
is disgusting and it has to 
stop.”

The councilman said 
southeast Queens has been 
plagued by a trash prob-
lem for at least 15 years, al-
though the issue has been 
thrust into the spotlight 
recently by Joe Moretti, a 
controversial community 
activist who documents his 
disgust with dirty streets 
— and the leaders he 
blames for them — on his 
blog cleanupjamaicaque-
ens.wordpress.com.

While Wills did not 
mention Moretti by name, 
he did make reference to 
“people always jabbing at 
elected officials, people al-
ways saying things that are 
negative about elected offi-
cials and never seeing the 

work that we actually do.”
Moretti, acknowl-

edging his long streak of 
criticizing Wills, said he 
thought the lawmaker was 
finally on to something.

“I think it’s good,” he 
said, adding he thought a 
jail sentence may be “dras-
tic,” but would probably 
be effective. “My big thing 
is, what took so long? You 

knew the issue was going 
on for a long time.”

“But I think it’s great,” 
he said.

Standing alongside 
Wills were community 

members and Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans), who has co-spon-
sored a bill that would al-
low the city to repossess 
trucks used by contractors 
who dump illegally.

“Once this legislation 
is passed, if you are caught, 
we will hit you in your 
pocket and we will take 
your vehicle away from 
you,” Wills said. “If you are 
a construction worker or a 
contractor, which I suspect 
a lot of these people are, 
your license will be sus-
pended.”

Other prongs of the 
initiative include the city 
Sanitation Department’s 
adopt-a-basket program, 
which provides volunteers 
with liners so they can 
empty trash baskets before 
they overflow as well as 
the Wildcat Service Corp., 
a nonprofit that employs 
disadvantaged and hard-to-
place job seekers in clean-
ing up neighborhoods.

City Councilman Ruben Wills (c.) is joined by community members as he announces a sweeping initia-
tive to tackle trash in southeast Queens. Photo courtesy Wills

Wills lays out plan to clean up southeast Queens
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Dental Implants
• Crowns/Bridges/Veneer • Root Canal                                                                                                    
• Extrac�ons • Cosme�c/Esthe�c Den�stry 
• Dentures • Braces                                                                      

Call us or visit us today
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One Grand Prize Winner
Brand New 2014 Hyundai Genesis

One 1st Prize Winner
$1000 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

Ten 2nd Prize Winners
$500 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

Forty 3rd Prize Winners
$100 Food Bazaar Gift Certifi cate

LONG ISLAND CITY LOCATION 93.1 AMOR LIVE on Air, DJ, Clown, 
Face Painter, Food Demos, and more! Fun for the whole family!

CAR GIVEAWAY 
SWEEPSTAKES PRIZESApril

12
2014
11am-3pm

SPRING EVENT
Car Giveaway

10% OFF TOTAL GROCERY BILL
Coupon expires April 20, 2014. Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupon valid only 
at Food Bazaar located at 42-02 Northern Boulevard Long Island City, New York 11101. Coupon not valid and cannot be used 
at any other Food Bazaar location. 10% off entire purchase of $50 or more (“Qualifying Purchase”). Qualifying Purchases are calculated BEFORE 
taxes, bottle deposits, and the face value of manufacturer coupons and AFTER Food Bazaar store coupons and any doubled or tripled value of manufacturer 
coupons. Program excludes prescription medications, gift certifi cates, gift cards, postage stamp sales, money orders, money transfers, lottery tickets, as well 
as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Not valid with any other offer and Coupon cannot be 
combined with employee, senior citizen, fi re department and other discounts typically offered by Food Bazaar. Coupon not valid for the purchase of gift 
certifi cates and cannot be redeemed as cash or merchandise credit if merchandise is returned. Coupon discount savings applied to all purchased items on a 
prorated basis; any refunds will be given in the prorated amount. No cash value.
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A new district school 
may have its name printed 
in the city’s high school 
brochure, but Richmond 
Hill High School says lega-
cy is displayed on the build-
ing where the new school is 
slated to open.

“They’re coming into 
a community where they 
think that we’re ignorant, 
we’re uneducated ... they’re 
messing with the wrong 
people,” said PTA Co-Pres-
ident Cheryl Rose. “They 
may have their name on 
the brochure, we have our 
name on the building.”

Dozen of students, 
staff and parents filed into 
the Richmond Hill High 
School  auditorium Tues-
day night to denounce the 
city Department of Educa-
tion’s plans to remove Rich-
mond Hill students from 
an annex created in an old 
Catholic school building, at 
94-25 117th St., and turn the 
space over to a new district 
school — EPIC High School 
North — beginning next 
fall.

The PTA said the move 
would force Richmond Hill 
HS to absorb close to 500 
freshmen who currently at-
tend class in the annex in 
the school’s main building, 
at 89-30 114th St., or the 22 
trailers parked on campus. 

They are worried 
classrooms will become 
overcrowded and the tran-
sition may threaten a spe-
cial program established in 
the trailers for those learn-
ing English.

State Sen. James Sand-
ers Jr. (D-South Ozone Park) 
and state Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) rallied behind a law-
suit city Public Advocate 
Letitia James filed seeking 
to reverse the DOE’s facil-
ity changes at Richmond 
Hill and halt dozens of co-
locations across the city.

 Weprin emphasized 
that he had secured a sec-
ond district office in Rich-
mond Hill, which he plans 

to formally open within 
a week or two — an an-
nouncement likely made in 
reaction to a South Asian 
lawyer supposedly eyeing 
his seat who showed up at 
the town hall Tuesday.

The public advocate 
said precedent from the 
landmark U.S. Supreme 
Court Brown v. Board 
of Education case would 
carry in the current court 
case, where she is argu-
ing the psychological dam-
age imposed on educating 
English language learners 
in trailers or not having 
facilities to meet special 
education students’ needs 
is unacceptable.

“It is separate and 
unequal,” she said, noting 
that city Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña accept-
ed her invitation to tour the 
campus of trailers outside 
Richmond Hill HS.

Charles DiBenedetto, 
the school’s United Federa-
tion of Teachers chapter 
leader, said Richmond Hill 
was expected to receive the 
same number of students 
next year and a similar 
budget, but manage with-
out the space it previously 
had in the annex. 

He said the school 
struggles to accommodate 
the roughly 200 students 
who get routed to Richmond 
Hill at mid-year because 
they recently immigrated, 
moved into a shelter or did 
not have their needs met at 

other schools.
Because these so-

called over-the-counter 
students are not reflected 
in schools’ budgets, those 
who have personalized edu-
cation programs for special 
needs — about 50 percent 
— often are not given the 
smaller class sizes or staff-
ing attention they are legal-
ly entitled to, DiBenedetto 
said.

“We won’t have the 
time to give them the one-
to-one that they need,” he 
said. “How is that fair?”

The DOE declined to 
comment, saying it could 
not discuss pending litiga-
tion.

Both Weprin and attor-
ney Ali Najmi, who helped 
redraw Weprin’s district 
to include immigrants in 
Richmond Hill and has 
since registered a commit-
tee with the state Board 
of Elections for a possible 
campaign, said they hoped 
some of the $2 billion in 
bonds the state has set 
aside for schools could be 
used to replace Richmond 
Hill’s trailers with tradi-
tional classrooms.

Najmi, who worked as 
a legislative director for 
the assemblyman’s brother, 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens), 
handed out a copy of a 
memo he sent to Mayor Bill 
de Blasio on the trailers.

“I want to first of all 
think the public advocate, 
Letitia James, who has in 
four months of being in 
office jumped on this is-
sue of making Richmond 
Hill her highest priority 
.... some people have never 
done this in the neighbor-
hood in years; she did this 
in four months,” Najmi 
said. “Richmond Hill High 
School has 6 percent of all 
the trailers in the New York 
City school system. That’s 
outrageous.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

City Public Advocate Letitia 
James discuss litigation involv-
ing Richmond Hill High School. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Rich Hill High rallies
for keeping its annexSTOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.
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Service Change Schedule
2 AM Sat to 5 AM Mon each weekend

Use EFG(Q) trains, r free 
shuttle buses and/or NY Waterway’s 
East River Ferry for alternate service.

Apr 12 – 14

May 3 – 5
May 17 – 19

May 31 – Jun 2
Jun 7 – 8*
*Service resumes early
AM Sunday, June 8, for the 
Puerto Rican Day Parade.

Jun 21 – 23
Jun 28 – 30
Jul 19 – 21

No 7  trains between 
Times Sq-42 St and 
Queensboro Plaza 

No 7 trains between 
Times Sq-42 St and 

74 St-Broadway

No 7 trains between
Times Sq-42 St and 
Queensboro Plaza 

and Reduced 7 
service between 

Queensboro Plaza 
and 74 St-Broadway

Remainder of 2014 service change schedule will be released later in the 
year. While not expected, dates are subject to change.

Dates Service Changes

7 Line Work
Upcoming 2014 Planned 
Service Changes

7 Line Work
Upcoming 2014 Planned 
Service Changes
In 2014, we are continuing work to advance 

three major capital improvement projects: 

a new Communications-Based Train 
Control signal system, track replacement 
and infrastructure work, and Sandy 
Recovery and Resiliency work designed 

to reconstruct, replace, and rehabilitate 

components inside the Steinway Tubes 

connecting Queens and Manhattan.

Stay informed
We understand the inconvenience this may 

cause you, and we will do everything possible 

to help you get to your destination safely and 

easily. For updated information, visit mta.info 

to use TripPlanner+ , The Weekender, and to 

sign up for free e-mail/text alerts.  You can 

also look for posters in stations, or call 511.

2014 Metropolitan Transportation Authority



Tim
es

Le
dg

er
, A

pr
. 1

1-1
7, 

20
14

   
   

Ti
m

es
Le

dg
er

.co
m

22

TL

By Bill Parry

The Center for Holo-
graphic Arts is being forced 
from its headquarters at 
the iconic Clock Tower in 
Long Island City later this 
month.

The art group, famed 
for its use of light to create 
images, will go out with a 
bang with a special fare-
well exhibit and party this 
Friday.

The neo-Gothic tower, 
officially known as the 
Bank of Manhattan Build-
ing, at 29-27 41st Ave., was 
the first skyscraper in the 
borough. It has been closed 
to the public since the mid-
1980s before the art group 
No Longer Empty convert-
ed the space to be used for 
a special installation and 
exhibition during the win-
ter of 2012.

The Center for Holo-
graphic Arts has been us-

ing the site since last fall as 
a free sublet space from the 
building’s owner, Andover 
Realty. It has been told to 
vacate by April 14.

News of the group’s 
eviction caused a stir in 
the real estate community 
where a close eye is kept on 
Long Island City proper-
ties.

“There is not a sale in 
place yet,” Andover Real-
ty’s Lenny Garo said. “Ho-
locenter is not paying rent, 
they are on a gratis basis 
because of the arts, but 
we’d like them out because 
we may sell and we want 

the property unencum-
bered. We’ve gotten several 
offers, but there is nothing 
set yet.”

When it opened in 1927, 
the 15-story building was 
the tallest in Queens. It was 
a designation held for the 
next 50 years. Its four-faced 
clock, at the northeast cor-
ner on Queensboro Plaza, 
is familiar to commuters 
on numerous subway lines 
and the Long Island Rail 
Road.

The goodbye party is 
entitled “A Farewell Extrav-
aganza” and is open to the 
public beginning at 8 p.m. 

The celebration includes 
live music, holograms, pro-
jections, performers, inter-
active installations as well 
as food and drinks. The 
original basement bank 
vault will be open one last 
time.

“We just wanted to give 
back to the community be-
cause Long Island City has 
been great to us,” projects 
director Jonah Levy said. 
“I’m personally talking 
to people at the Kaufman 
Arts District about finding 
a new space locally and the 
LIC Partnership and Rich-
ard Mazda from the LIC 
Arts Open is also helping 
us out.”

He added that Holo-
center would like to stay in 
Long Island City, where it 
was formed in 1998 before 
moving to the Flux Factory 
in 2009. They are also look-
ing at spaces in Astoria. Local arts group is being evicted from the Clock Tower to make it 

easier to sell. Photo by Bill Parry

Arts group sent packing to make sale of building easier
Owners of the iconic Clock Tower in Long Island City listen to offers for borough’s first skyscraper

3 0 5  N .  S e r v i c e  R o a d    D i x  H i l l s ,  L o n g  I s l a n d ,  N Y  1 1 74 6       6 3 1 . 6 5 6 . 2 1 1 0      w w w . f t c . e d u

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T SFive Towns College

Open House
Saturday, April 12 at 1 pm
High School Summer Workshops   July 7 - 25    July 28 - August 15  
Audio Recording, Filmmaking, Guitar, Musical Theatre, Vocal Ensembles  
 
College Summer Classes  June 2 – August 21
New & Transfer Students Welcome • Affordable Tuition    

Summer Graduate Classes  June 30 - August 21     
Two & Four Week Classes • New & Transfer Students Welcome     

E C H N O L O G Y • B R O A D C A S T I N G • B U S I

15  

Magazine Names

One of the Top 35 
   Music Business Programs 

     in the United States 

When it opened in 1927, the 15-story 
building was the tallest in Queens. 

It was a designation held for the next 
50 years.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 The status of  religious 

groups that hold services in 
Queens public schools after 
hours took another turn 
in a nearly 20-year-old le-
gal battle when an appeals 
court last week upheld the 
city’s ban on renting space 
for worship. 

In a split   decision, a 
panel of three judges on 
the 2nd Circuit Court of 
Appeals overturned a 2012 
ruling made by Manhat-
tan District Judge Loretta 
Preska that found the city 
Department of Education’s 
policy on renting space to 
community groups at the 
end of the school day and on 
weekends — but prohibit-
ing worship — was unfairly 
discriminatory.

The ongoing legal bat-
tle, which was originated 
by a Bronx church in 1996, 
focuses on the freedom of 

religion and the constitu-
tional prohibition on estab-
lishing or endorsing a reli-
gion. The case has bounced 
around the courts for 
years, but church groups 
have been able to rent space 
in schools on the back of an 
injunction ordered in 2002 .

During his campaign, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
he would look for a more eq-
uitable policy toward rent-
ing space and is reportedly 
now saying he will reverse 
the current policy.

The Rev. Skip 
L’Heureux, executive di-
rector of the Queens Fed-
eration of Churches, has 
long been a supporter of the 
Bronx Household of Faith’s 
lawsuit, and said the ap-
peals court’s decision was 
not unexpected.

“In some ways it’s not 
surprising,” he said. “The 
fundamental issue is that 
the government — properly 

— does not want to endorse, 
support religion. But it also 
does not want to discrimi-
nate.”

In the majority deci-
sion, Judges Pierre Leval 
and Guido Calabresi wrote 
that the lower court’s rul-
ing would compel the city 
to guess which way the Su-
preme Court would decide 
the case, and a wrong guess 
could lead to extensive vio-
lations.

“Such a rule would be 
exceedingly unfair to the 
[city],” Leval wrote. “In 
our view, the better rule al-
lows the [city], if it makes 
a reasonable, good faith 
judgment that it runs a sub-
stantial risk of incurring a 
violation of the Establish-
ment Clause by hosting and 
subsidizing the conduct of 
religious worship services, 
to decline to do so.”

In his dissension, 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
Nearly one in five 

public schools in Queens 
is lacking a certified arts 
teacher and about 17 per-
cent of borough schools do 
not have a partnership with 
an outside arts and cultural 
organization, a new report 
by the city comptroller’s of-
fice shows.

The figures for Queens 
are comparable to citywide 
averages detailed by Comp-
troller Scott Stringer’s 
“State of the Arts” report 
released last week, which 
found arts programs have 
been significantly un-
derfunded despite state 
requirements to provide 
instruction at all grade lev-
els in a city with a thriving 
cultural scene.

“Funding for arts edu-
cation in New York City has 

been on a steady decline 
over the last seven years,” 
Stringer said. “It’s time for 
us to draw up a new plan 
so that we can give all our 
children, in every corner of 
the city a quality, compre-
hensive arts education.”

In Queens, about 20 

percent of schools had nei-
ther a part-time nor a full-
time certified art teacher 
on staff and a quarter of 
schools did not employ a 
full-time art teacher.

More than 16 percent 
of schools did not have a 
partnership with an outside 
arts organization, which is 
ironic given that Stringer 
released his report on the 
day Mayor Bill de Blasio 
named Queens Museum 
President Tom Finkelpearl 
as the new head of his De-
partment of Cultural Af-
fairs — the arm of the ad-
ministration tasked with 
forging such relationships.

Finkelpearl said he 
had only glanced at the re-
port, but was aware of the 
disparity in funding.

“It’s not just that we’re 
not in compliance. It’s that 

A map from the city comptrol-
ler’s report shows schools in 
Queens that do not employ 
a certified art teacher. 

Appeals court upholds city’s ban 
on after-hours worship in schools

Art missing at boro schools 
Comptroller’s report fi nds lack of resources

THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY, REQUEST FOR COMMENT and 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Draft Environmental Assessment
Draft DOT Section 4(f) Evaluation 

CENTRAL TERMINAL BUILDING REDEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
LaGuardia Airport, Flushing, New York

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act and the National Historic
Preservation Act, notice is hereby given that copies of a Draft Environmental Assessment
(EA), including a Draft Department of Transportation Section 4(f) Evaluation for the
redevelopment of the Central Terminal Building (CTB) at LaGuardia Airport are available
for public review and comment at the following locations:

The Port Authority of NY &NJ The Port Authority of NY & NJ
Aviation Department Terminal Redevelopment Program
233 Park Avenue South, 9th Floor LaGuardia Airport
New York, NY  10003 Hangar 7, 2nd Floor (Marine Air Terminal area)
Attn: Edward Knoesel Flushing, NY 11371
Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm Attn: Andrew Chiurazzi

Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Queens Borough Public Library Queens Borough Public Library
35-51 81st Street 41-17 Main Street
Jackson Heights, NY 11372 Flushing, NY 11355
Hours: Check with library branch Hours: Check with library branch

The Draft EA document for this project will be available at these locations until the close
of the comment period, which is 5:00PM on Friday, May 23, 2014. In addition, a copy
of this document may be viewed online at:  http://www.panynj.gov/about/pdf/lga-ctb-

redvelopment-environmental-assessment.pdf

The Draft EA document responds to all of the requirements of the Federal Aviation
Administration for preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) under NEPA, and
also documents compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act; Federal Executive Order 11988: Floodplain Management; and Department of
Transportation Act of 1966, Section 4(f).  

INFORMATION SESSION AND PUBLIC HEARING

Additional information regarding this project, an opportunity to ask questions about the
project, and an opportunity to comment on the project for the official record will be
available through an Information Session and a Public Hearing. The details of the 
date, times, and location are listed below. 

DATE: Thursday, May 8, 2014

TIMES: INFORMATION SESSION 3:00PM - 6:00PM
PUBLIC HEARING 7:00PM - 9:00PM

LOCATION: New York LaGuardia Airport Marriott
102-05 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst, NY 11369
Phone: (718) 565-8900

Comments on the project may be submitted in writing, or verbally at the Public Hearing.
Sign language, oral interpretation, and translation services can be made available 
at the Public Hearing. If you are in need of assistance or require a reasonable
accommodation, contact Edward Knoesel at The Port Authority of NY & NJ, 
225 Park Avenue South, 9th Floor, New York, NY 10003 at least ten (10) days prior
to the Public Hearing.

Written comments on the draft EA and draft DOT Section 4(f) Analysis can also 
be sent directly to Edward Knoesel of the Port Authority, 233 Park Avenue South, 
9th Floor, New York, NY 10003. In addition, comments may be emailed to
LGACTBEA@panynj.gov with the subject heading “LGA CTB EA COMMENT.” 
The comment period closes at 5:00PM on Friday, May 23, 2014. If you have any
questions on this notice please contact Edward Knoesel at (212) 435-3747. 

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38
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A team of students 
from York College is headed 
to the West Coast to match 
their trivia knowledge up 
against their peers at other 
historically black colleges.

Philip Alerte, Kim-
berly Barnes, Teresa Mer-
cer and Swatanter Polce 
will travel to California 
next week for the 25th An-
nual Honda All-Star Cam-
pus Challenge, where the 
team with the most arcane 
knowledge will walk away 
with a $50,000 prize.

“Being that we have 
three girls on the team, 
we’ve been beefing up on 
sports: NCAA trivia, Su-
perbowl trivia. We’re pret-

ty good at telling you who 
has the most rushing yards 
and touchdowns in a Super 
Bowl, the most winning 
team,” trivia Coach Vica 
Mars said.

The academic quiz 
contest takes place at Hon-
da headquarters in Los An-

geles April 12-16.
Teams from York Col-

lege have competed for the 
past six years, but have 
yet to come home with the 
grand prize. This year they 
hope to unseat the return-
ing champions from Mor-
gan State University.

Community Board 10 
re-elected Betty Braton as 
its chairwoman during its 
April 3 meeting.

The board voted John 
Caggarnei first vice chair-

man, Sean McCabe second 
vice chairman, Isabel Van 
Putten treasurer and Rose-
mary Frisone executive 
secretary.

CB 10 includes Howard 

Beach, Ozone Park, Linden-
wood and South Richmond 
Hill.

— Sarina Trangle

A Jamaica man plead-
ed guilty to having sexual 
contact with two 7-year-old 
girls in separate incidents 
in South Ozone Park last 
year, the Queens DA said.

Lee Samuel, 26, pleaded 
guilty to first-degree crimi-
nal touching and first-de-
gree sexual abuse Monday 
before Acting Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Elisa 
Koenderman April 7, ac-
cording to Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown.

“The defendant has 

admitted to being a sexual 
predator,” Brown said in a 
statement. “Today’s plea 
ensures that he is punished 
for his crimes and spares 
his young victims of having 
to relive their nightmarish 
experience at trial.”

Samuel, who has been 
held without bail since his 
arrest last May, approached 
one girl from behind May 1, 
2013, as she was tying her 
shoe and touched her butt, 
Brown said.

Later that day, Samuel 

asked a second girl if she 
wanted to play a game and 
told her to cover her eyes 
with her hands, the DA 
said. When she opened her 
eyes, Samuel had allegedly 
exposed himself. The DA 
said Samuel then grabbed 
the girl by the waist and en-
gaged in a sexual act with 
her.

Samuel is scheduled to 
be sentenced May 5.

— Sarina Trangle

Two Queens city coun-
cilmen have been elected 
co-chairs of the body’s Pro-
gressive Caucus.

The caucus voted 
Councilmen Antonio Rey-
noso (D-Brooklyn), whose 
district includes Ridge-
wood, and Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton) into the 

leadership roles for four-
year terms.

“I am confident that 
the partnership with my 
colleagues in the caucus 
will produce real solutions 
and promote a progressive 
focus at the City Council,” 
Reynoso said in a state-
ment.

Richards said he was 
honored to accept the role.

“I look forward to 
working with the caucus 
to ensure New York City is 
more equitable, sustainable 
and just,” he said in a state-
ment.

— Sarina Trangle

Coach Vica Mars (c.) and the York College trivia team are headed 
to the Honda All-Star Campus Challenge. Photo courtesy York

Reynoso, Richards to lead Progressives

Jamaica man pleads guilty to sex acts

Community Board 10 elects offi cers

York team to compete 

Honor them with an ad 
in TimesLedger Newspapers 

special issue published 
May 9, 2014!

Deadline May 2, 2014
For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537 
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (3.5” x 4.5”)  1/8 H (3.5” x 2.15”)

1/12 Page (2.3” x 2.15”)
1/2V (3.5” x 9.125”)  1/2H (7.25” x 4.5”)

Full Page (7.25” x 9.125”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens 

Impact Awards Winners?
HONOREES

Gianna Cerbone-Teoli
Don and Katha Cato
Salvatore Lopizzo

Hakeem Rahim
Audra Fordin

George Subraj
Andrew Koslosky

Dr. Joseph J. Lieber
Lakia Echols
Greg Mays

Mandy Kelso
Carmine DeSena
Virginia DeMillio
Andrea Adams

Ronnie and Hank Arond
Carly Rose Nieves

Kwanghee Kim
Mandingo Tshaka

Carl Ballenas
Lily Gavin

Rodney Pride
Susan Agin

Rev. Philip Craig
Michael McCreesh

Lucy Hossain

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 8, 2014

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Thursday, 
May 15th, 

2014
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* Not responsible for typographical errors.  Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item.  0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers.  See store for details. Prices valid until 12/1/13.

215-03 Horace Harding Expwy.
Bayside, New York

(718) 224-4344

bobcocciasappliance.comBob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

* Not responsible for typographical errors.  Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item.  0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers.  See store for details. Prices valid until 4/30/14.

Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 9AM-7PM,Thurs. 9AM-8PM, 
Sat. 9AM-6PM,

Sun. 11AM-4PMDelivery & Installation Available.Financing For Qualified Buyers.

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

– SPIRIT® Gas Gri l l s  – GENESIS® Gas Gri l l s  – SUMMIT® Gas Gri l l s  –

Come To Bob Coccia’s Appliance Center & Choose From Free-Standing 
Grills, Built-In Models, Portable Models & Charcoal Grills Too. 

We Cary A Large Selection For All Your Grilling Needs!

The Smart Way 
To Cool Rooms

Without Ductwork!

Sleek 
Design!

Energy
Efficient!

THE INDEPENDENT RETAILER 
GIVES YOU MORE!

That’s Why We Are The Place To 
Save On Appliances & More!

Special
Financing
Available!

at

See The Kühl
Difference.

Check Out 
Our Ultra 
Premium 
Line Of 

Room Air
Conditioners

Kühl® Colors!
6 Optional Colors
To Choose From!

Kühl WiFi
Capability

Kühl Series Room Air Conditioner

*

* With Purchase Of Any Weber Grill, $599 And Up.  Free Assembly Not Applicable On Built-In Style Grills.  Initial Propane Fill-Up Only.

THE SEASON IS FINALLY HERE! 
Come In For Great Savings On ACs & BBQs!

Incredibly
Quiet!
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Start 
of the 

Season



TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
PR. 11-17, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
27

TL

NEW YORK RESTORATION PROJECT
SPRING 2014 TREE GIVEAWAYS

Pick up your free tree! In partnership with community
organizations, NYRP is giving away trees. NYC residents can pick up a 
free tree and learn how to plant and care for them. 

To reserve your free tree, register online at www.nyrp.org/
treegiveaways

Date & time subject to change; check online before attending a giveaway.
Registration will be posted no earlier than three weeks before a giveaway date. 

basis.

lead sponsors lead partners supporting 
sponsor

APRIL 2014

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO RESERVE YOUR FREE TREE 
VISIT WWW.NYRP.ORG/TREEGIVEAWAYS

Apr m m
Avery Ave.;

Depot

Apr m m
Woodh v lvd.;
Depot

Apr m m
Rock w lvd.; South Ozon

P rk
Depot

Apr m m
rther lvd.; Lon sl n

City
Depot

Apr m m
Gr nd Ave.; M peth
nk

Flushing

Forest Hills

FREE ADMISSION

For additional information, call: 718–651–1100

The Langston Hughes Community Library and Cultural Center

45TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION (1969–2014)

Noon – Aftrican Drumming Welcome by Songa of the Valley
Video footage of Langston Hughes Past

1:00p.m. Greetings

For security purposes, bags may be checked.               An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR and Metro-North at mta.info
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

SAVE TIME!  Buy Tickets Online AutoShowNY.com
Tickets are just $15, children $5
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Caroll Alvarado 

Photos courtesy American Heart Association
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

With all of the budget 
requests in for the skate 
park he wants to build 
in Laurelton, southeast 
Queens activist Greg Mays 
is not sitting still

 Just don’t expect to 
see him on a board anytime 
soon.

“Bad knees!” Mays, 50, 
explained over the week-
end as he was collecting 
signatures and drumming 
up support for the $3 mil-
lion park he would like to 
see built at the Laurelton 
Playground.

With a copy of the 
Journal of Adolescent Re-
search tucked underneath 
his arm, Mays, chairman 
of the Community Board 12 
Parks Committee, beat the 
drum during what he hopes 
to be the final stretch of a 
project that has been a pas-
sion of his for some time.

“About 10 or 15 years 
ago I got a call that my 
nephew was at the precinct. 
He was skating somewhere 
over there on Merrick [Bou-
levard],” he said, adding 
that conditions for young 
skaters have not gotten 
much better since then.

“Look, they’re jump-
ing over trash cans,” he 
said pointing to a handful 
of extreme sport enthusi-
asts who were making due 
with a waste basket. “That’s 
not right.”

In his pitch to get local 
leaders to open the purse 
strings, Mays noted that 
the borough’s most recently 
opened skate park in Wood-
haven enjoyed plentiful fi-
nancial support a few years 
ago from City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
and then-Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall.

To build his Laurelton 
facility, which is more than 

6 miles away from Wood-
haven’s London Planetree 
park, Mays submitted bud-
get requests to southeast 
Queens’ three councilmen 
and the new borough presi-

dent and nearly 140 people 
had signed onto the change.
org petition asking the offi-
cials to free up funding.

“I encountered a group 
of children in a local store 

parking lot they were using 
for skateboarding,” Ayanna 
Cole, of Jamaica, wrote on 
the site. “The young people 
told me the nearest skate 
park is too far away for 
them to get to so they skate 
in a busy store parking lot. 
We find so much money to 
punish them when they get 
into trouble, here they are 
seeking funds to support a 
positive outdoor activity. 
How could we not support 
it?”

A group of young skat-
ers who were enjoying the 
free pizza at the playground 
Saturday said they prefer 
to ride to the Far Rockaway 
skate park because of its 
authentic design.

“It’s set up realisti-
cally,” said 20-year-old 
Jamal Jones who, when 
not making the trip to the 
Rockaways from his home 
in Rosedale, skates on park 
benches, which he said is 

not exactly ideal.
When Mays first ap-

proached him about the 
project, Jones said he was 
a bit skeptical but now he is 
on board.

“I didn’t take him seri-
ously,” he said, “but I think 
it’s pretty cool that, you 
know, an adult would want 
to do something like that.”

Mays said he recently 
got an unsolicited text 
message from the founda-
tion established by world-
famous skater Tony Hawk 
to help build parks in low-
income communities — an 
unexpected surprise he his 
hoping will give his park 
that extra push.

“Private donations are 
always welcome,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A skateboarder jumps over a barrel in Laurelton. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

Southeast Queens activist pushes for Laurelton skate park
Greg Mays hosts rally as he enters the fi nal stage in his years-long bid to build facility for youth



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND      AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2011 Acura RDX, 40k 1452 $20,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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LATE PAGE

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Few politicians aspire 
to bring the ambiance of 
Times Square to their dis-
tricts, but state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said a stretch of Roosevelt 
Avenue that has grown 
saturated with prostitution 
could use some of the ster-
ilization that transformed 
Times Square in the 1980s.

While speaking at 
Queensborough Commu-
nity College April 3, Per-
alta described various leg-
islative endeavors to crack 
down on sex traffickers and 
prostitution businesses and 
fund organizations that 
provide pathways out of the 
industry for victims.

The senator said after-
ward he believed recruit-
ing Disney to open a store 
in Times Square anchored 
commercial development 
and ushered in an era of 
strict policing.

“We don’t need to bring 
in the big, big box store on 
Roosevelt Avenue — a mid-
size box store,” Peralta said, 
noting he wanted to “keep 
the flavor of the mom-and-
pop shops” nearby.

But the senator empha-
sized that wooing Disney 
took assistance from feder-
al, state and local officials, 
and he is hoping Mayor Bill 
de Blasio would join him 
and U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) in 
scouting for a Roosevelt Av-
enue anchor.

As Times Square 
spurned prostitution, the 
industry migrated along 
the No. 7 train line, and 
Peralta said businesses 
began offering free car ser-
vice to patrons from mid-
town to Corona and Jack-
son Heights.

“They descend on the 
stretch of Roosevelt Av-
enue from 69th Street to 
112th Street ready for sex 
and willing to pay for it,” 
he said. “They patronize 
restaurants because there 
were packages being of-
fered that include dinner, 

drinks and of course a 
woman.”

The gangs believed to 
be behind the brothels be-
came so entrenched that 
Peralta said the business 
cards they distributed with 
photos of nude women and 
numbers were being picked 
up by children and traded 
like baseball cards.

In response, he intro-
duced a bill banning such 
advertisements, which Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo signed into 
law in summer 2011, but 
the senator said promoters 
promptly revised the so-
called “chica chica” cards 
to showcase fruit or flowers 
and, when business began 
to suffer, women wearing 
bikinis or lingerie.

“Every time you think 
you’re one step ahead of 
these individuals, they’re 
two steps ahead,” he said.

In 2012, the city passed 
legislation requiring that 
the certification program 
for taxi and livery cab 
drivers incorporate educa-
tion on the sex trafficking 
industry and inform driv-
ers that they face a $10,000 
penalty and the loss of their 
license if they use their ve-
hicle to facilitate sex traf-
ficking.

Peralta, who had 

sponsored a similar bill in 
the state Legislature, said 
those who were aware that 
many prostitutes are lured 
to the city with the promise 
of a lush lifestyle and then 
held captive would be less 
likely to do business with 
traffickers.

“Someone who under-
stands the plight of these 
women, who recognizes 
that prostitution is often 
not a consensual business 
transaction, is also more 
likely to say something if 
they see something,” he 
said.

Now, the senator is 
pushing for legislation that 
would classify advancing 
or profiting from the pros-
titution of someone under 
16, compelling prostitu-
tion and sex trafficking as 
violent felonies and extend 
the minimum sentence for 
such crimes to five years. 
The measure would permit 
judges to sentence those 
convicted of multiple of-
fenses to life in prison un-
der the state’s persistent vi-
olent offender law. He said 
he believed the measure 
has support in the Senate, 
but may get stalled in the 
state Assembly.

Students, who had 
read a book by a trafficking 
survivor called “The Road 
of Lost Innocence: The 
True Story of a Cambodian 
Heroine,” asked about ways 
to spread awareness.

Peralta called traffick-
ing an epidemic, saying 
there are 27 million slaves 
today, more than during 
any other era, and that 
80 percent of them are in-
volved in sex trafficking.

“I wish that there could 
be a celebrity that could 
stand up and say I am going 
to stand up for this cause,” 
he said. “I happen to know 
Matt Damon’s agent .... I’m 
going to reach out.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

State Sen. Jose Peralta talks 
about efforts to curb sex traf-
ficking and prostitution. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Peralta discusses bills
to fi ght sex traffi cking

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
PR. 11-17, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
33

TL

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Despite being home to 
a multibillion-dollar air-
cargo industry, Kennedy 
Airport has been sorely 
lacking an amenity that is 
commonplace at millions of 
miles of highway across the 
country.

But with the opening 
of a 21st century truck stop 
on airport grounds, JFK 
can now lay claim to the 
city’s only travel plaza — 
one where freight-hauling 
big rigs can fuel up along-
side lithium-ion powered 
Teslas.

“This is the first travel 
plaza in New York City,” 
Airport Plazas President 
George AbiZeid said at the 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
for his company’s $5 mil-
lion roadside comfort sta-
tion in southeast Queens. 
“This is the first such proj-
ect at an airport anywhere 

in the country.”
Designed to be what 

AbiZeid joyfully called 
“the main street for JFK,” 
the plaza boasts a 7-11 con-
venience store, a drive-
through car wash, drop-off 
dry cleaning service and a 
food court where hungry 
airport workers can chow 
down on food from Wen-
dy’s, Qdoba Mexican Grill 
or Max’s Pizza.

But what sets the site 
apart from the countless 
stations alongside vast 
stretches of roadway is 
what is under the canopy, 
where motorists can fill up 
with four different types 
of alternative fuel: com-
pressed natural gas, E85 
ethanol gasoline, biodiesel 
and Tesla Superchargers 
that can charge the trendy 
electric cars with up to 120 
kilowatts of power in just 
20 minutes.

The station sits on 5.5 

acres in the northeast sec-
tion of the airport just off 
the JFK Expressway that 
were formerly home to the 
Green Lines Bus terminal. 
After trying unsuccessful-
ly to redevelop the site in 
the 1980s, the Port Author-

ity again requested propos-
als in 2007.

This time AbiZeid, 
working with the Sunoco 
oil company, came forward 
with plans to build what 
would be the first public 
truck parking facility in 

the five boroughs.
Thomas Bosco, the 

Port Authority’s head of 
aviation, said the station 
partially fulfills Gov. An-
drew Cuomo’s pledge to 
invest in the airport and 
grow its $6.5 billion air car-

go industry.
“Now today’s open-

ing of this innovative and 
much-needed plaza, coupled 
with the upcoming con-
struction on a state-of-the-
art animal handling and 
cargo facility in the north 
cargo area here at JFK, are 
really two significant first 
steps towards meeting the 
governor’s challenge,” he 
said at the April 3 ribbon-
cutting. 

Airport Plazas has sta-
tions at Chicago O’Hare In-
ternational airport as well 
as outlets in West Palm 
Beach, Fla.; Cleveland, 
Ohio; and Portland, Ore. 
The company is looking to 
expand by opening another 
eight sites across the coun-
try by year’s end.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Officials cut the ribbon on the first travel plaza in New York City at JFK Airport. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

Kennedy Airport cuts ribbon on city’s only truck stop
$5 million service station offers bio-diesel, compressed natural gas, ethanol and Tesla Supercharger

8900 Van Wyck Expressway, Jamaica, NY 11418 • www.jamaicahospital.org

Free 
Newsletter 
Subscription

South East Queens has the Highest 
Rate of Diabetes in the Borough. 
We Can Help.

For More Information or to Schedule an 
Appointment, Call 718-206-6742
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BY BILL PARRY

Borough President 
Melinda Katz made her 
displeasure known af-
ter nine members on the 
Queens Library’s board of 
trustees shot down a mea-
sure to send embattled li-
brary President Tom Gal-
ante on a temporary leave 
of absence.

“I am disappointed 
that last night’s split deci-
sion of the board of trust-
ees defeated the motion to 
temporarily remove Tom 
Galante from his position,” 
Katz said the day after the 
April 3 vote, which was 
split 9-9. “I commend the 
members of the board who 
showed leadership in re-
sponsibly exercising their 
fiduciary duties by voting 
in favor of the resolution.”

Katz asked the board 
to take up the measure 
following the latest turn 
in the library scandal, 
which prompted two state 
lawmakers to propose a 
bill that would reform the 
nonprofit.

The bill was introduced 
by state Assemblyman Jef-
frion Aubry (D-Corona) and 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) and drafted 
with the assistance of Katz, 
who hosted an April 3 news 
conference at Borough Hall 
in Kew Gardens.

Katz, who called for 
Galante to take a leave of 
absence Monday, said, “Re-
cently, the public’s trust 
in the library system has 
been questioned. Passage 
of the bill into law would 
be an important step to-
ward making the Queens 
Library an institution that 
all Queens residents can be 
proud of once again.”

Galante has been un-
der fire over his $391,549 
salary, the green-lighting 
for the construction of an 
outdoor space at the central 
library in Jamaica and the 
outsourcing of custodial 
jobs.

A special City Coun-
cil oversight committee 
grilled Galante on his ex-

ecutive compensation and 
outsourced labor in Febru-
ary. The city comptroller is 
conducting a high-profile 
audit of the library’s op-
erations while the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation is 
looking into construction 
contracts the city awarded 
to an associate of Galante’s 
at the Elmont School Dis-
trict.

Queens Library 
spokeswoman Joanne King 
said, “Over the last six 
weeks, the board of trust-
ees has adopted a series of 
reforms aimed at improv-
ing upon existing policies, 
increasing transparency 
and strengthening the li-
brary and its governing 
practices. The proposed 
state legislation includes 
several specific measures 
that are already in place.”

The Aubry-Gianaris 
legislation calls for the 
implementation of several 
“best practice” reforms in-
cluding creation of an audit 
committee to oversee the 
library’s accounting and fi-
nancial reporting process-
es and its annual audits. 

It would also establish 
a labor relations committee 
to address labor issues and 
oversee the contracting out 
of services. Key executive 
staff of the Queens Library 
would be required to file 
financial disclosure forms, 
and the bill would subject 
them to limitations on any 
outside employment that 
may present a conflict of 
interest with their library 
duties.

The bill would also 
restructure the board of 
trustees and the process 
governing the removal of 

trustees from the board.
“The Queens Library 

is not only a symbol of our 
commitment to education 
and an invaluable resource 
for those seeking to enrich 
their understanding of the 
world,” Gianaris said. “It 
is also a taxpayer-funded 
institution with no right to 
unjustly enrich its employ-
ees at the expense of New 
Yorkers.”

The senator added that 
the bill would provide a 
long-term blueprint for ef-
ficiency, transparency and 
accountability.

Aubry called Queens 
Library a gem with an ex-
traordinary history of ser-
vice in every community in 
the borough.

“Recent events have 
the potential of dulling this 
jewel,” he said.

Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
who joined a half dozen 
other elected officials 
at the Borough Hall an-
nouncement, had served as 
a representative of Council 
Speaker Andrew Stein in 
the 1980s and remembers 
mismanagement back 
then.

“I always questioned 
the extravagant spending 
when I worked there. It’s 
time that the money they 
spend on luxury go back 
into the libraries,” Koslow-
itz said. “My library in 
Rego Park is tiny and abso-
lutely lacking of immigrant 
services for my community. 
Frankly, I’m sick of it.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

State Sen Michael Gianaris (c.) speaks about a bill being intro-
duced in the Senate and Assembly to reform Queens Library’s op-
erations. Photo by Bill Parry

Katz slams library board 
for refusing to oust prez

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

For security purposes, bags may be checked.               An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR and Metro-North at mta.info
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

SAVE TIME!  Buy Tickets Online AutoShowNY.com
Tickets are just $15, children $5
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BY BILL PARRY

For the ninth straight 
year, the Museum of the 
Moving Image opened its 
doors for a town hall meet-
ing last Thursday.

The stage in the Sum-
ner Redstone Theater was 
packed with representa-
tives from more than 30 city 
agencies as well as political 
leaders and the commander 
of the 114th Precinct.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) and the United Com-
munity Civic Association 
joined forces to host the 
event. The floor was open 
to any Astoria resident to 
ask questions or simply get 
something off their chest.

“Holding a public fo-
rum to address the needs of 
the community is an essen-
tial part of the democratic 
process and an important 
civic duty,” Simotas said. 
“Learning more about the 
issues our neighbors face 

helps us to better represent 
them and having represen-
tatives from so many agen-
cies allows us to solve some 
problems right here and 
now.”

The floor was then 
opened up to any Astoria 
resident who wanted to 
question the panel or sim-
ply get something off their 
chest.

Many did, from the 
mystery of the neighbor-
hood’s cats to one woman’s 
claim that her child had 
been kidnapped by mar-
shals from Michigan  to 
the noise generated by too 
many helicopters using the 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration-approved Throgs 
Route disturbing residents 
in their sleep.

One resident asked 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) about his 
son’s incarceration on Rik-
ers Island, to which Peralta 
said, “I represent the ramp 
to Rikers, not Rikers Island, 

just the approach road.”
Another resident asked 

Deputy Inspector Kevin 
Maloney if a spike in crime 
was perception or reality.

“We did see a spike 
in burglaries, fire escape 
entries and the removal of 
electronic equipment and 
jewelry,” Maloney said. 
“But that stopped two 
weeks ago after a lot of com-
munity outreach.”

One topic got heated 
when several resident 
asked for more public trash 
receptacles.

Iggy Terranova, com-
munity affairs officer from 
the city Sanitation Depart-
ment, said, “If residents 
didn’t abuse the corner 
baskets, they would be suf-
ficient.”

He added that he had 
witnessed residents dump-

ing household trash in the 
public waste baskets.

Despite an early warn-
ing from co-host Rose Marie 
Poveromo to keep questions 
to three minutes and, “No 
tirades, please, even if they 
are warranted,” Frances 
McDonald ignored both by 
going on an extended rant 
that fascinated the room.

She warned of damage 
to Astoria’s infrastructure 
with the looming construc-
tion projects in Hallets 
Cove.

“We will be inundat-
ed with trucks and heavy 
equipment for the next 10 
years,” McDonald said. 
“What about all the people 
who already live there? The 
area will be severely im-
pacted by heavy-duty con-
struction and this must be 
addressed before the first 
trucks roll, before a shovel 
goes in the ground.”

The evening’s biggest 
drama came when Ted 
Toskos, an 18-year resident, 

approached the micro-
phone.

“I love Astoria, but the 
worst thing my wife and I 
did was pay off our home on 
28th Street. Real estate tax 
quadrupled, Con Ed qua-
drupled, insurance qua-
drupled. How will I send 
our daughter to college?” 
he asked.

Simotas suggested he 
speak to members of her 
staff for information on 
college loans and scholar-
ships.

Later, Toskos said he 
only wanted to begin a de-
bate.

“If the fabric of the 
middle class is torn, who’s 
going to patronize the res-
taurants and stores?” he 
asked. “A strong middle 
class makes for strong in-
stitutions. Not only are we 
not making a difference, 
we’re falling behind in full 
reverse because we didn’t 
speak up sooner.”

Representatives of 32 city agencies answer ques-
tions at the Museum of Moving Image town hall meeting. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Anything goes at Astoria town hall meeting

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Maspeth drivers’ standoff 
with UPS has delivered denun-
ciations of the company’s actions 
from City Hall to Atlanta.

Several city and state legisla-
tors joined city Public Advocate 
Letitia James and city Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer on the steps of 
City Hall April 3 seeking to spur 
United Parcel Service into revok-
ing termination notices given to 
250 employees in an ongoing la-
bor dispute.

After the elected officials 
said they were scrutinizing gov-
ernment contracts with UPS and 
the city’s practice of waiving its 
vehicles’ parking tickets, the At-
lanta Board of Realtors e-mailed 
UPS saying its agents would can-
cel business transactions with 
the company.

“The public has stood be-
hind us from Day One More than 
100,000 people have signed a peti-
tion calling for the reversal of the 
discharges,” said Tim Sylvester, 
who represents the Maspeth work-
ers as president of Teamsters Lo-

cal 804. “We’re asking UPS to do 
the right thing by the customers, 
the right thing by the workers 
that built this company.”

Local 804 said the dispute 
arose when UPS fired union activ-
ist Jairo Reyes without the hear-
ing the company is contractually 
obligated to hold. The union said 
nearly 250 workers walked off the 
job Feb. 26 for 90 minutes to show 
solidarity with Reyes.

The company said it re-
sponded by issuing notices of 
termination, warning all protest 
participants that they would be 
terminated because the work 
stoppage was not authorized and 
violated their bargaining agree-
ment. To date, UPS has fired 
35 people. The company said it 
planned to terminate the rest 
of the protesters gradually as it 
hired and trained new employ-
ees.

The public advocate’s office 
said Monday it was engaged in 
discussions with the company 
and reviewing city and state gov-
ernment business with UPS, but 
was not ready to call for the can-

cellation of a $2 million contract 
with the city, which stems from 
a larger $43.2 million agreement 
with the state.

UPS said any such action 
would imperil the livelihood of its 
roughly 6,000 union-represented 
employees in the city and 16,000 
in the state.

“Businesses and unions can-
not successfully operate in an 

environment that allows public 
officials to arbitrarily choose 
when employees can break collec-
tive bargaining agreements or de-
mand when employers must dis-
regard the terms of agreements,” 
UPS spokesman Steve Gaut wrote 
in an e-mail. “We deliver impor-
tant packages that include ev-
erything from business critical 
goods to live-saving medicines. 

We simply cannot allow employee 
misconduct that jeopardizes our 
ability to reliably serve our cus-
tomers.”

James previously said she 
was “shown the door” when she 
stopped by the companies’ Mas-
peth location unannounced.

“We will not stand by idly 
when New York City workers are 
being mistreated,” she said.

The rhetoric has reverber-
ated in Atlanta, where UPS is 
headquartered.

Lisa White send a memo to 
UPS executives informing them 
that Atlanta Board of Realtors 
agents planned to cancel con-
tracts with the company.

“Until Jairo Reyes and the 
250 employees fired for speaking 
up for what is ‘right’ are returned 
back to the company, we will con-
tinue to spread the word and have 
as many accounts canceled as 
possible,” the notice read.

Reach reporter Sarina Tran-
gle at 718-260-4546 or by e-mail at 
strangle@cnglocal.com.

UPS drivers say the company breached its contract when it fired a Maspeth em-
ployee without coming before an arbitrator. Photo by Sarina Trangle

City offi cials vow to review contract with UPS

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Kenyon Thompson has 
been unemployed for two 
years, but that might be 
about to change.

The Jamaica resident 
participated in a hiring 
event last week put on by 
America Works of New 
York for more than 250 low-
income Queens residents 
who are on public assis-
tance.

Borough Hall hosted 
the event, which organizers 
described as not your run-
of-the-mill job fair.

“Big job fairs usually 
turn into résumé drop-offs, 
but you can see there are 
real job interviews going 
on around us,” said David 
Aquado, director of opera-
tions for American Works 
of New York, in a room full 
of potential employers and 
job seekers. “You don’t just 
drop off your résumé here. 

You sit down and have an 
actual interview.”

Job seekers had to reg-
ister for the event before-
hand and America Works 
pre-screened them so they 
could be appropriately 
matched with potential em-
ployers in the hope of find-
ing them permanent jobs.

The event attracted 
more than 21 employers 
who collectively had more 
than 100 full-time positions 
and companies offered a 
wide range of positions 
from cashier to manager.

America Works, a na-
tionwide employment agen-
cy, is contracted by the city 
to provide New Yorkers who 
are on public assistance 
with help finding jobs.

A number of large 
companies such as Dunkin’ 
Donuts, GNC, Staples and 
Fresh Direct all inter-
viewed candidates at the 
event.

“You have all different 
types of companies with a 
whole different host of op-
portunities,” Aquado said.

Thompson, who has 
worked at maintenance 
jobs in the past, had two in-

terviews and said they both 
went well. He had been to 
other job fairs before, but 
said last week’s event was 
more productive as he was 
able to make an impression 
on employers.

“This one was much 
better. The other one I went 
to had too many people all 
at once,” he said. “There 
are less people at this one. 
It’s less cluttered.”

Shallinda Randolph, of 

South Richmond Hill, has 
been unemployed for five 
months and interviewed 
for a scheduling position.

“It’s such a rush. I like 
to be interviewed,” she said. 
“It moved so quickly.”

This was the second 
such event America Works 
of New York has held in 
Queens and the first one in 
Borough Hall.

“Increasing the num-
ber of jobs in Queens and 
connecting those jobs with 
our borough’s residents are 
top priorities,” Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
said. “I am happy that this 
hiring event will bring 
some exciting employment 
opportunities to the people 
of Queens.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

A job seeker has an interview at America Works’ hiring event at Borough Hall. 
Photo by Alex Robinson

Borough president hosts America Works of New York
More than 200 job seekers on public assistance attend hiring event for employment opportunities

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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unit is a whitewash job,” 
Perecman said. “It’s sad.”

The security guard 
told investigators she saw 
Avonte running toward 
the women’s bathroom and 
yelled out, “Excuse me” to 
the boy, but she could not 
chase him as she was the 
only one at the desk, the re-

port said.
Fontaine now intends 

to file a wrongful death suit 
against the city and the city 
Department of Education, 
but she is waiting until she 
receives letters of adminis-
tration, which would allow 
her to administer her son’s 
estate, Perecman said.

The boy’s disappear-
ance in October launched 
a citywide search in which 
thousands of people took 

part. Volunteers combed 
the city for months for any 
sign of Avonte, whose photo 
was plastered in every sub-
way station.

The search ended when 
his remains were found 11 
miles from his school in 
January.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4

BY BILL PARRY

After 90 days in office, City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) has crossed a 
major campaign promise off his 
“to-do” list.

The streets of Astoria are 
looking cleaner after he enlisted 
the help of crews from the Doe 
Fund to sweep and remove trash 
from three major areas.

“During the campaign I 
heard too many stories about 
people jumping over garbage on 
their way to work, about small 
business owners who had to be 
garbage ninjas, running out in 
front of their businesses to clean 
up before they got a ticket,” Con-
stantinides said.

He allocated $40,000 in dis-
cretionary funds to hire the street 
cleaners from the famed nonprof-
it to spruce up around 31st Street, 
30th Avenue and Broadway seven 
hours a day, seven days a week.

“The Doe Fund is going to 
make our streets cleaner,” Con-
stantinides said.

In the three months since 
taking office, Constantinides 
introduced legislation to bring 
green energy to the East River 
Ferry, fill potholes in a more 
timely fashion and get the city 
Sanitation Department to collect 
trash from public receptacles 
more than once a day.

Unwilling to wait for Sani-
tation, the councilman enlisted 
the help of the group’s founder 
and former mayoral candidate, 
George McDonald, who provides 
more than a thousand former-
ly homeless and incarcerated 
people with work opportunities, 
educational services and career 
development resources through 
the Doe Fund’s “Ready, Willing 
and Able” program.

The cleaners, in familiar 
blue jumpsuits, maintain more 
than 150 miles of New York City 
streets while earning above mini-
mum wage.

“This is a win not only for 
the community, but for our guys,” 
McDonald said. “This provides 
hardworking New Yorkers with a 

hand up into the economic main-
stream — that’s the ultimate goal 

of our program, to get people 
jobs.”

The crews have been working 
since April 1 and one owner says 
the streets are already cleaner.

At a news event in front of 
his Pizza Palace, at 29-29 Dit-
mars Blvd., Jack Vitale said, “I’ve 
been here 33 years and I’ve seen 
the neighborhood go, especially 
in the last few years with all the 
garbage cans spilling over. Now 
look around you: The streets are 
cleaner already, thanks to these 
men.”

Community Board 1 General 
Manager Lucille Hartmann has 
also noticed the difference.

“I am excited to hear that Doe 
Fund workers are beginning to 
sweep the streets across Astoria,” 
she said. “Litter-free sidewalks 
will make our community a more 
hospitable place for all and will 
help further the economic growth 
of Astoria.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

Councilman Costa Constantinides announces that Doe Fund workers are clean-
ing Astoria streets. Photo by Bill Parry

Costa calls Doe Fund to tackle trash troubles

become deadly. Police Offi-
cer Guerra gave his life try-
ing to save others. And that 
is the ultimate selfless act,” 
Bratton said during the 
ceremony at 1 Police Plaza. 
“The actions of Police Of-
ficers Guerra and Rodri-
guez exemplify the courage 
shown day in and day out 
by our police officers.”

During the memorial 
at the NYPD’s Manhattan 
headquarters, “Taps” was 
played as an American flag 
was lowered. An NYPD he-
licopter flew overhead af-

terward.
“He comes from a po-

lice family,” said Bratton, 
who offered his condolenc-
es to Guerra’s relatives.

The Far Rockaway of-
ficer leaves behind his wife 
Cathy and four children — 
Kathleen, 20; Jonathan, 17; 
Alyssa, 14; and Zachary, 7 
— according to police.

Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
who was speaking at the 
National Action Network’s 
16th annual convention, 
asked the group to pause 
for a moment of silence in 
Guerra’s memory.

“He went to try to 
save people in need, and he 
has now lost his life,” the 

mayor said, according to a 
transcript of his remarks. 
“And I’ve gotten to know 
his family in the last few 
days — wonderful, close 
family grappling with this 
tragedy, and I just want ev-
eryone to know that on be-
half of all 8.4 million New 
Yorkers, our hearts go out 
to the Guerra family. We 
will stand by them. We will 
stand by them in their grief 
and beyond. We will honor 
his sacrifice.”

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com by phone at 718-
260-4589.

Guerra
Continued from Page 6 

we’re not in compliance in 
particular neighborhoods 
and low-income neighbor-
hoods with a lack of art 
teachers and spaces,” he 
said.

The new commis-
sioner went on to praise 
the work of an organiza-
tion the museum partners 
with to bring the arts to 
low-income families in Far 
Rockaway.

“Which is great, but 
it underscores the lack of 

other opportunity or access 
points for low-income fami-
lies to culture,” he said.

While schools in tra-
ditionally underserved 
areas lacked amenities, 
some schools in areas such 
as northeast Queens also 
came up short. There are 
more than a dozen schools 
in the city, including PS 213 
in Oakland Gardens, that 
had no arts teacher, dedi-
cated arts classroom or a 
cultural partner.

Pushing more partner-
ships is one of the recom-
mendations made by the 
comptroller’s report, which 
said the city should host 

cultural fairs in each bor-
ough at least once a year.

In addition to increas-
ing funding for the arts, the 
report also recommended 
the city encourage small 
schools share art teachers, 
ensure that no art space 
in school buildings be lost 
when the city co-locates 
two different schools in the 
same building and include 
arts education as part of 
each school’s annual prog-
ress report.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Art 
Continued from Page 23 

Judge John Walker noted 
that out of the 50 largest 
school districts in the coun-
try, the city is the only one 
to exclude religious wor-
ship.

“Of course, the sta-
tus quo does not ipso facto 

render government action 
constitutional, but it bears 
on whether the city’s posi-
tion is a reasonable one,” 
he said. “It is striking that 
none of these other school 
districts appear to have the 
slightest concern about vio-
lating the Establishment 
Clause, nor have any of 
their community use poli-
cies been found to violate 
the clause.”

Lawyers for the Bronx 
church that brought the 
suit said they will request 
the appeal be brought be-
fore all 12 judges of the 2nd 
Circuit to be reconsidered.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Churches
Continued from Page 23 

Avonte
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

His grandma taught 
him how to sew on her old 
Singer.  And, while other 
kids wished for Playsta-
tions, he asked Santa for a 
Kenmore sewing machine 
and some nice fabric. 

Working from his 
150-square-foot bedroom 
studio in St. Albans, he 
had visions of fashion 
shows swirling in his 
head.

Today, at 25, celeb-
rity go-to fashion designer 
LaQuan Smith is living his 
dream on fast forward. 

Traveling between 
his home and his Long 
Island City studio, Smith 
has been busy working on 
his fall 2014 collection, ful-
filling orders and building 
his brand. 

“I’m always in 

Queens. I feel more com-
fortable here,” he says. “I 
can create better, and it’s 
quiet.  I had a studio space 
on Canal Street in 2012, 
but it just didn’t work for 
me. The adrenaline rush 
of Manhattan crowded my 
creativity.”

While Smith is known 
for dressing celebrities 
like Beyoncé, Rihanna 
and Lady Gaga, his line 
of simpler, sophisticated 
designs and signature 
classics — like full, frilly 
skirts and slim-fit dresses 
— is well within New York 
City fashionistas’ reach. 
Esti’s in Brooklyn and Pa-
tricia Field in the Bowery 
both sell his clothing. 

During the most re-
cent New York Fashion 
Week, his head-turning, 
military-inspired cre-
ations were all the rage 

on the runway in Chelsea, 
as the sounds of Jay-Z and 
Kanye West’s, “I Can’t 
Stop,” played in the back-
ground.

“I wanted to do some-
thing with a sort of hard 
edge that had a utilitarian 
aesthetic… but also add-
ing a Josephine (Baker) 

jazziness, to add feminin-
ity,” Smith said.  

His highly provoca-
tive styles, like sexy blue 
and black lace and see-
through sensations, had 
more of a hard-core vibe, 
for sure.  

And for men, think  
edgy cropped pea coats, 

slouchy pants and bright 
turtlenecks.

“I’m evolving and ma-
turing a lot as a designer. 
When I first came into the 
business at 21, and had 
my debut at Fashion Week 
2010, I met Andre Talley,” 
Smith said.  

Then editor-at-large 

for Vogue, Talley helped 
promote the young tal-
ent, telling the New York 
fashion press, “I’m here 
to embrace an African-
American designer for his 
debut, because we need 
that diversity in the fash-
ion world.”
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TimesLedger, April 11-17, 2014

LAQUAN SMITH creates 

fashions seen on runways 

and now museums from 

his St. Albans apartment

Continued on Page 46

HE’S KING
OF

St. Albans resident LaQuan Smith stands in front of three of his designs now on display in “The Black Dress” exhibition at the Pratt 
Manhattan Gallery. Photo courtesy of Peter Tannenbaum
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #87 Hard #87

W
eek 43

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

1

1 of 3 Choices

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PRODUCTIONS

“King Lear” — Titan Theatre 
Co. presents Shakespeare’s 
epic drama about an aging 
king and his three daughters. 
When: April 25 to May 11
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (347) 738-5602
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“Allegro” — This Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical from 1947 
follows Joseph Taylor Jr., son 
of a small-town doctor, on his 
journey to adulthood. 
When: May 1 to May 17, Thursday 
and Friday at 8 pm, Saturday at 
2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/seniors 

and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Night Must Fall” — 
Douglaston Community 
Theatre Group presents the 
psychological thriller by 
Emlyn Williams, which tells the 
story of a bitter old woman, 
her niece and a handsome 
stranger. 
When: May 2 to May 17
Where: Zion Episcopal Church 
Hall on Hall Street, Douglaston
Website: www.
spotlightonstage.com/dct.htm

“Peter Pan” — Travel with the 
“Boy Who Wouldn’t Grow Up” 
to Neverland in the musical 
version of James M. Barrie’s 
play presented by The Andrean 
Players. 
When: May 9 to May 17, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, and 
Sunday, May 18, at 4 pm

Where: St. Andrew Avelino 
Church, Northern Boulevard 
and 157th Street, Flushing
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com

AUDITIONS

“Fiddler on the Roof” — 
Parts for men, women and 
children 11 and older are 
available. For this open call the 
following are required: a head 
shot and resumé, sheet music 
for 16 bars of a ballad and 16 
bars for an up tempo number, 
your calendar for May, June 
and July. Wear comfortable 
clothing for a group dance 
audition. All children under 18 
must be accompanied by an 
adult. 
When: Sunday, April 13, from 
3 - 5:30 pm
Where: American Martyrs 
Sullivan Hall, Bell Boulevard and 
Union Turnpike in Bayside
Website: www.
thejosephinefoundation.org

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY SHANICE PUNNETT

Queens is the final 
resting place for many fa-
mous musicians, like Lou-
is Armstrong and Dizzy 
Gillespie, and will soon add 
another name to its roster 
of celebrity music-makers: 
George Washington John-
son.

The Friends of Maple 
Grove Cemetery will honor 
this early music industry 
star with a plaque unveil-
ing, lectures and work-
shops this Saturday as part 
of marking the 100th anni-
versary of Johnson’s death. 

“We wanted to carry 
over our Black History 
Month celebrations,” Carl 
Ballenas, president of Ma-
ple Grove, said. 

Saturday’s events will 
also include a visit to the 
nearby African-American 
burial ground of the Shiloh 
Church.

Johnson was the first 
African-American record-
ing star of the phonograph. 
Born in 1846, he began life 
as a slave in Virginia. After 
the Civil War, he traveled 
to New York City to make a 
better life for himself.

He made a living in 
the music industry using 
his powerful voice, ro-
bust whistling ability and 
hearty laugh. He had a tal-

ent for whistling and laugh-
ing in time with music, and 
performed on the streets, 
ferries and in public plac-
es.

The industry was in its 
early stages when Johnson 
started recording songs. 
He did so first with the 
Metropolitan Phonograph 
Company of New York in 
1890 and later with Thomas 
Edison. While recording 
at that time, he had to sing 
each song over and over 
again since duplicating ma-
chines were not yet invent-
ed. His recordings were the 
earliest musical hits in the 
United States. 

It was reported that 
over 50,000 copies of his 
songs were sold by the late 
1890s. Two of his earliest 
hits were the “Laughing 
Song” and the “Whistling 
Song.”

The Library of Con-
gress recently selected 

“Laughing Song” as one 
of its recordings to be pre-
served. 

Johnson’s career 
emerged during a time pe-
riod that discriminated and 
suppressed people of color. 
Some of his song lyrics may 
seem offensive today, but 
were common at that time 
because they were used to 
mock and humiliate. How-
ever, Johnson remained 
professional and built a 
substantial career. He was 
known for his friendly na-
ture, hardworking ethics 
and was well-liked in the 
music industry. He opened 
wide the doors for many 
black performers who fol-
lowed him with less offen-
sive materials. Johnson 
died Jan. 23, 1914 at the age 
of 67. 

In 2004, Tim Brooks, 
noted television and ra-
dio historian, author and 

Overdue recognition for musical pioneer planned
Kew Gardens’ Maple Grove Cemetery will place plaque on unmarked grave of early recording star

IF YOU GO

George Washington 
Johnson Plaque 
Unveiling

When: Saturday, April 12, 
at 2 pm
Where: The Center at 
Maple Grove Cemetery, 
127-15 Kew Gardens Road, 
Kew Gardens
Website: www.
friendsofmaplegrove.org

George Washington Johnson, the first African-American recording 
star, will be honored with a plaque unveiling at his unmarked Maple 
Grove Cemetery grave site. Photo courtesy Friends of Maple Grove Continued on Page 44

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway
Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

$7.50 LUNCH MENU!
Tuesday–Friday 12pm–5:30pm 

SOUP AND SIDE HOUSE SALAD

ENTRÉE SALADS:

PASTA

FLATBREAD SANDWICH & SIDE HOUSE SALAD

SMALL PIZZA & SODA

WE DELIVER 
TUESDAY–SATURDAY 

5PM–9:30PM

SUNDAY
5PM–8:30PM
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BY MERLE EXIT

Next week audiences will 
have the chance to travel to The 
City of Lights circa 1930 without 
ever leaving Queens.

“The Secret Paris Project,” 
which focuses on eight clowns as 
they explore the queer world of 
Paris, has been called by its cre-
ator as an evening of “long shad-
ows, hungry desires, sad clowns 
and devastating dreams,” begins 
its run at the Secret Theatre in 
Long Island City.

For his inspiration, direc-
tor Clare Hammoor studied the 
works of Brassaï, the pseudonym 
of Gyula Halász, who compiled 
what is arguably the definitive 
photographic record of Paris be-
tween the wars.

“These photographs would 
best be described as underground 
dirty Paris where there is a sec-
tion entitled ‘Sodom and Gomor-
rah,’” Hammoor said.  “In par-
ticular there is the lesbian bar, or 
as it is called in those days, queer 

bar.  We see butch women in their 
tuxes and slicked hair and the 
femme counterpart dressed in 
high glam Paris (style).”

Because Hammoor considers 
himself a creator of post-modern 
and physical theater, he opted to 
device a production that plays 

like a sort of vaudevillian piece 
but with traces of more poignant 
vignettes. 

Consider it a silent mime 
show with each of the performers 
having a specific iconic clown fig-
ure plus additional ones they in-
habit throughout the evening.

He also decided to cast an 
ensemble of eight women: Johana 
Barral, Corrie Blissit, Marjorie 
Conn, Lauren Durdach, Jamie 
Law, Jessica Ranville, Dana Scur-
lock and Kamaria Williams to tell 
the story.

Each one of these woman 
comes at the performance chal-
lenges from a different angle. 

“Everyone has their own 
clown within them,” Conn said. 
“We are exploring the facets of 
the various emotions of clowns. 
I’m the only ‘old one’ of the cast 
of what appears to be three de-
cades.  Rather than my thinking 
of a circus clown my mind turns 
once more toward the characters 
in Rigoletto and Pagliacci.”

Scurlock sees this project as 
“a lot of experimentation versus 
a script with characters that are 
ever-developing.”  

Blissit considers her role less 
as that of an actor and more of a 
choreographer, who creates the 
dance as the show goes along.

“The challenging part is that 

we all have to decide the persona 
of our clowns as if we are coming 
into the room with a blank can-
vas,” Blissit said. 

One thing in common with 
the cast is that they are certainly 
having fun. 

Several post-show discus-
sions are being planned, including 
Circus Amok founder and per-
former Jennifer Miller April 19, a 
post-show workshop discussion of 
devised theater making with the 
ensemble and Hammoor April 24, 
and French singer-songwriter Ma-
rine Futin April 25.

Like Pagliacci did, they try to keep their sadness hid
In Long Island City, ‘The Secret Paris Project’ explores the 1930s continental life of queer clowns

Cast members of “The Secret Paris Project” rehearse for their upcoming pro-
duction at the Secret Theatre. Photo courtesy Clare Hammoor

IF YOU GO
The Secret Paris Project 

When: April 17-26
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18 
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.SecretTheatre.
com 

 

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

FREE PARKING
For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

Please specify Regular Dining Room or Ballroom  
when making reservations 

Available for Private Parties & Catering
Private Facilities for Business Meetings & Personal Functions, 

250 Person Maximum

   Entertainment by 
Harpist 

Victor Gonzalez

RESTAURANT

EASTER DAY

ueens
Chamber of Commerce
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Across
1. Does one's part?
5. Barely made it home?
9. Tarzan's transport
13. Seal in juices
14. R.E.M. singer Michael
15. Words to an "old chap"
16. *Christmas
19. Alien subj.
20. Molding style
21. Online music mart
22. Supply center?
23. Egypt's early goddess
24. Without fear: Var.
27. "How Sweet ___"
28. Bodybuilder's sixpack
31. Clogs or pumps
32. AARP or NAACP
33. Taj Mahal locale
34. *CAPS
37. Suffixes with sultan
38. Poetic sundowns
39. Cries from the flock
40. ___ Moines, IA
41. Beach bird
42. Hardly modest
43. ___ mater
44. ___ Lang Syne'
45. Bring down
48. Horse's parent
49. "--- Clear Day..."
52. *FLAG
55. "Fits to ___"
56. Basic precept
57. Absolutely first-rate
58. Emulates Queen Latifah
59. Tests for srs. and jrs.
60. Substandard marks

Down
1. Stadium in which to
see Venus?
2. Biz bigwigs
3. Like most N.B.A. stars
4. ___ Lanka

CONTINENTALCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

April 11-17, 2014

By Bill Deasy

White Out

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A W A Y P R I S M B E L A
S A N E R E C U E O B A N
P L O W A P A R T S E N D
I R I S H W O L F H O U N D
R U N A N T K N E L L
E S T E R E B B S Z O O

A E R O S O L F E R N
G E R M A N S H E P A R D

M A S S G U A R D E D
M R S E A S Y T E R S E
I D E A S A R A I N D
E N G L I S H B U L L D O G

A N C E M E A N S O G R E
L I E N A R L E S B E E R
E A S T M E T R O O D D S

5. Eye sores
6. We wish we knew its meaning
7. Kind of beer, for short
8. Constructing
9. Computer illness
10. The doctor ___
11. "Great" detective of kid lit
12. Watches closely
14. Wise guys
17. Reply to a taunt
18. Elevator name
22. Hammer heads
23. "Here we are!"

24. President of Syria
25. * in 16A, 34A, and 52A
26. Theater areas
27. "This ___ of those things..."
28. Writer James and family
29. Some cereals
30. Brazen
32. Scene of sports action
33. ___ as a March hare
35. Agitates
36. Motorcycle maker
41. Women's magazine
42. Explosion

43. Ski lead-in
44. Suffix for the wealthy?
45. Bygone monarch
46. "Go ___ winner"
47. Slicing, dicing, etc.
48. Conveyed
49. Clarinet's cousin
50. "Love" in tennis
51. Part of 7D
53. Agcy. for narcs
54. Affected with rabies

SERVING BRUNCH & DINNER 

Rawbar
Seafood
Drinks

and More...
28-08 34th St. 

Astoria, NY 11103 

(718) 721-2112

www com

EVENTS

George Washington Johnson 
plaque unveiling — The fi rst 
African-American recording star 
will be honored with the unveiling 
of a historic plaque at his burial 
site. The event includes a lecture, 
children’s workshop and unveiling.
When: Saturday, April 12, at 2 pm
Where: The Center at Maple 
Grove Cemetery, 127-15 Kew 
Gardens Road, Kew Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 878-6614

Spring Egg-stravaganza! — 
Children can take part in an egg 

hunt and play old-fashioned 
games at this pre-Easter event. 
Two sessions offered and pre-
registration is required.
When: Saturday, April 19, from 
noon-1:30 pm and from 2 pm-
3:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $5/per child (in addition 
to garden admission)
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Hands-on History: Let’s Go 
Fly a Kite — Celebrate National 
Kite Month by creating and 
decorating your own kite and 

then try fl ying it at the King 
Manor Museum.
When: Saturday, April 19, from 
noon-3 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.org

MUSIC

Flamenco — Thalia Spanish 
Theatre presents a concert 
celebrating Spain’s most 
famous art form. 
When: Sunday, April 13, at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $35, $64/for both 
concerts
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

The Osmond Brothers — 
Experience Osmondmania as 
the musical family brings its 

“Up Close and Personal Tour” 
to Bayside. 
When: Sunday, April 27, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu
 

TALK

Mary Hedge, MTA Bridges 
& Tunnels Archivist — To 
mark the 75th anniversary of 
the Bronx-Whitestone Bridge, 
Hedge and MTA’s Deputy Chief 
Engineer Aris Stathopoulos 
will discuss aspects of the 
bridge. 
When: Sunday, April 13, at 2:30 
pm
Where: Queens Historical 
Society, 143-35 37th Ave., Flushing
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org 

FILM

“Growing Cities” — A special 
Earth Day screening of a new 
documentary showcasing 
innovators and everyday 
people who are transforming 
urban agriculture. A discussion 

Continued on Page 44

TAKING HIS ACT ON THE ROAD

Julio Trinidad, a LaGuardia Community College theater 
major, heads to Washington, D.C. April 14 to compete in 
the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival. 
Trinidad earned a spot after winning the Northeast 
Regional acting competition back in February, where 
he also earned a scholarship to the Commonwealth 
Shakespeare Company’s Summer Intensive in Boston. 

Photo courtesy LaGuardia Community College 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
. 1

1-1
7, 

20
14

    
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
44

—Fine Waterfront Italian Dining—

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718 -767-3100

Easter Menu
SUNDAY, APRIL 20, 2014

$45.00 per person

APPETIZER
Stuffed Mozzarella

Homemade mozzarella stuffed with roasted peppers, 
mushroom and spinach with a balsamic reduction

PASTA
Fusilli al Filetto di Pomodoro

Homemade pasta with sliced onion, plum tomatoes 
and basil in a fresh tomato sauce

ENTREES
Choice of:

Agnello al Forno con Menta
Roasted leg of lamb with mint jelly sauce

Maiale alla Dolce Vita
Stuffed pork loin with prosciutto, spinach 

and roasted peppers in a procini mushroom sauce

Branzino Almondina
Grilled Branzino with a lemon and wine white sauce

Prime Rib Au Jus
Baked prime rib in au jus sauce

Entrees served with string beans, carrots and roasted potatoes

DESSERT
Cake, Coffee, Tea

Reservations Recommended  No Coupons Accepted

television executive wrote 
“Lost Sounds: Blacks and 
the Birth of the Recording 
Industry, 1891-1922.” 

The first three chap-
ters were dedicated to the 
life and career of Johnson. 

Brooks wrote in his 
book, “He never thought of 
himself as a pioneer, but as 
the first black recording 
artist he made history.”

This event will feature 

the unveiling of a bronze 
plaque which includes an 
engraving of Johnson. The 
plaque will be unveiled by 
Brooks and others.

“The Aquinas Honor 
Society students of the 
Immaculate Conception 
School were asked to 
write the text,” Ballenas 
said. “Many of them will 
be coming. Sen. Malcolm 
Smith will also be attend-
ing.”

Ballenas hopes Satur-
day’s event will show peo-
ple that historic elements 

exist at local cemeteries. 
“The Friends of Maple 

Grove Cemetery is striv-
ing to bring the public to 
realize the great historic 
resources and treasures 
that can be found at local 
cemeteries. We hold work-
shops, lectures and walk-
ing tours in honor of the 
notable people and historic 
periods of our past,” Bal-
lenas said. “The friends at 
Maple Grove inspired us 
to erect a monument on the 
unmarked grave of George 
Washington Johnson.” 

Johnson
Continued from Page 41

will follow the fi lm.
When: Tuesday, April 22, at 7:30 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Do you want the cosmetic 
version or do you want 

the real deal? Los Angeles 
Poverty Department, 1985-
2014 — LAPD, founded in 1985 
on L.A.’s Skid Row, includes 
homeless or former homeless 
people in performance art 
pieces. 
When: Through May 11
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org
SculptureCenter — Four 

simultaneous presentations 
by artists Rossella Biscotti, 
David Douard, Radamés “Juni” 
Figueroa and Jumana Manna. 
Each exhibit represents the 
fi rst solo project for each 
artist. 
When: Through May 12
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/suggested donation, 
$3/students
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: www.sculpture-
center.org

Arts
Continued from Page 43

� � � � � � � � �
	 � � � 
 � � � � �  ���

������ ��

� ��� �� �����
�����	
��

��� ���� 	�
�� ��

����	 �� � ����
���

���	��
�� ��

���������������������
������������



TL

TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
PR. 11-17, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
45

Let our Family Do ALL the Work
Sit Back and just Bring your appetite

Celebrate Easter at O’Neill’s

Let our 81 years 
of Family owned business 

give you a Delicious & Delectable 
dining Experience.

Traditional Easter Menu
Please call ahead for Reservations

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth 

718–672–9696
Learn more at 

www.oneillsrestaurant.com

FREE 
Valet 

Parking

O’Neill’s RestaurantO’Neill’s Restaurant

BY MERLE EXIT

Ma  Nishtana, halaila 
hazeh, mikol ha’leilot? 

Why is this night dif-
ferent from all other nights?  
This is known as the four 
questions recited during the 
traditional Passover seder 
even though only one is asked. 
Nevertheless, the recitation 
is given by  the youngest son 
present.  My household had 
no sons and I was the young-
est daughter. How quick can I 
learn to read Hebrew?    

There are a few other rit-
uals that puzzled me as well. 

As part of the ceremo-
nial seder, one is supposed 
to drink four glasses of 
wine along with the tradi-
tional prayer over the wine.  
A fifth cup is filled as part 
of the seder plate.  It is for 
the prophet Elijah, who was 
to get the Jews out of Egypt.  
However, it was Miriam, 
who actually predicted that 
her brother, Moses, would 
lead the Jews out of Egypt. 

 When I was young 
I would stare at the wine 
glass and wonder whether 
Elijah was an alcoholic.  I 
guess if Santa Claus can 
haul all of those toys on one 
night   — well, you know.  

I also was perplexed 
about why we leave the 
door open and pour a glass 
of wine for Elijah and not 
Miriam.  

“When Miriam was 
five, her mother was preg-
nant with Moses. Miriam 
prophesied and said, ‘My 
mother is about to bear a 
son who will save Israel 
from Egypt’.  When the 
time came for Yochevit to 
give birth, Miriam shared 
motherhood with her 
mother.  On the day Moses 
was born, the house was 
filled with light. Her father 
kissed Miriam on the head 
and said, ‘Your prophesy 
was fulfilled’.  When years 
later, it was time for the 
exodus, Miriam sang and 
danced her people to vic-
tory.” 

The above quote was 
taken from a Feminist Hag-
gadah compiled by a former 

Queens  feminist group 
called All the Queens Wom-
en that was founded in the 
1970s.  Although the group 
is now defunct, the former 
members have kept their 
copy and, in fact, I still 
have mine.  

An Haggadah would 
best be described as a pub-
lication containing the 
rituals, prayers and expla-
nations of the seder. In mod-
ern times, the Haggadah, 
usually written in Hebrew, 
is now compiled of both the 
Hebrew and its translit-
eration along with English 
directives and explana-
tions. The directives point 
to who gets to do the tradi-
tions and say the prayers 
as “the leader” is supposed 
to be a male person. In fact, 
the traditional Haggadah 
clearly centers around giv-
ing credit to men.  

 All the Queens Women 
put out an informal-looking 
Haggadah geared toward 
lauding women.  The cop-
ies were xeroxed. The for-
mal group no longer exists, 
but the members still have 
a gathering about once a 
year as it became a “family 
extension.”  

Around the time that 
the women’s organization 
was meeting, it was ru-
mored that during a speech 
about Jewish women and 
the synagogue, a rabbi 
stood up and said women 
belonged at the bimah (the 
altar used for the reading 
of the Torah) like an orange 
on a seder plate.  

What is on the seder 
plate? The traditional sed-
er plate has the following:  
Karpas (parsley), which 
gets dipped into salt water 

to remind us of the tender 
greens of the earth and 
salt of the sea; Charosat, a 
mixture of chopped nuts, 
apples, wine and spices 
that form a paste that sym-
bolizes the mortar used to 
construct the pyramids; 
Mahror (bitter herbs) to 
represent the bitterness of 
slavery; Beitzah (roasted 
hard-boiled egg) has vari-
ous symbols, including 
the spring season; Z’roah 
(roasted lamb shank bone) 
to represent the paschal 
lamb as a spring sacrifice 
whose blood was placed 
on the door posts of their 
houses so that the Angel of 
Death would “pass over.”

   In the traditional 
seder a prayer is cited for 
each of the items (There 
seems to be a Jewish prayer 
over everything anyway).  
With the feminist version 
an added female angle fol-
lowed since the  women 
did all the preparations but 
not the rituals. “They read 
of their fathers but not of 
their mothers.” 

In the movie, “The 
Ten Commandments” ten 
plagues were put upon the 
Egyptians: water to blood; 
frogs; lice; flies; livestock dis-
eased; thunder and hail; lo-
custs; darkness; and death of 
the firstborn.   “The plagues 
serve to remind us of the 
plagues of women, including 
discrimination, enslavement 
to roles, lack of respect, rape, 
powerlessness, and isolation 
from each other.”  

The seder is split into 
two parts with an intermis-
sion.  This allows everyone 
to stuff themselves with de-
licious holiday foods such 

Women fi nd their place 
at this Passover seder

Ben’s in Bayside offers plenty of Passover seder food options. 
Photo by Merle Exit

Continued on Page 46
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When he’s not tweaking de-
tails on mannequins in his studio 
and telling production how he’d 
like his samples cut, or asking 
his personal clients what they 
want, Smith has been traveling 
the globe. 

“Last year, I was invited to 
come to Belgrade, Serbia. I met 
the U.S. ambassador’s wife and 
showcased my designs at her pri-
vate residence:  

In 2012 he met the U.S. ambas-
sador to Fiji, where his collection 
was part of Fiji Fashion Week.

“The feedback was absolute-
ly phenomenal,” said Smith, who 
is going to share his talents in 
Montenegro in July. 

“I’m just an average kid from 
Queens, so for me – when I travel 
and have these experiences – it’s 
inspiring, and I feel like I’m in-
spiring other people. I’m learn-
ing about different cultures and 
lifestyles, and that’s important 
because it helps me grow as a de-
signer.”

Smith’s talents have also 
drawn attention off the catwalk.

A new exhibition, “Black 
Dress: Ten Contemporary Fash-

ion Designers,” now at the Pratt 
Manhattan Gallery through 
April 26, celebrates the creativ-
ity and entrepreneurship of both 
established and up-and-coming 
black designers. 

The show, developed and 
co-curated by Pratt Institution 
of Fashion professor Adrienne 
Jones, includes pieces from 
Smith’s fall 2012 collection show-
cased in Madison Avenue-style 
shop windows. 

Jones said it was time that 
someone highlighted the accom-
plishments that designers of color 

have achieved. 
“The message is directed to 

the fashion industry and the lack of 
black representation in the indus-
try,” Jones said. “Whether we’re 
talking about models on the run-
way, or the scarcity of black design-
ers showing during Fashion Week, 
we are blatantly overlooked.”

“Black Dress” designers 
draw on a surprising history of 
black fashion design in America, 
dating back to at least the 1860s, 
when Elizabeth Keckley became 
sole dressmaker for Mary Todd 
Lincoln. 

According to Jones, today’s 
designs are steeped in the cul-
tural legacies passed down by 
Keckley and Ann Lowe — who de-
signed Jacqueline Bouvier’s 1953 
wedding dress for her marriage 
to John F. Kennedy — as well as 
by the tailors and dressmakers 
who designed and sewed for oth-
er politicians, slaveholders, and 
members of high society in the 
19th and early 20th centuries. 

The backstory
As a brazen teen, Smith 

crashed parties and fashion 
shows, decked out in his own styl-
ishly quirky designs, as PR, until 
he was finally noticed.  

Before he could say, “Alexan-
der McQueen” — one of his favor-
ite designers — he managed to get 
his foot in the door, with the help 
of a publicist.

Incredibly, he wasn’t ac-
cepted to the Fashion Institute of 
Technology, or Parsons School of 
Design, but did attend the High 
School of Art and Design.

“I’m very optimistic about 
what I do. I kind of go with the 
flow, move like water,” Smith 
said. “I work very hard. I’m very 
dedicated, and very thankful. 
It’s important to be smart, have 
a clear direction, a clear sense of 
what you want to do.” 

QUEENS DESIGN
Continued from Page 39

The “Black Dress” exhibition at the Pratt Manhattan Gallery highlights fashion 
creations by African-American designers. Photo courtesy of Peter Tannenbaum

as: gefilte fish, which is a cold 
cooked appetizer comprised of 
several different white fish; 
chopped liver; hard-boiled egg 
in salt water; matzo ball soup; 
brisket or chicken; stuffed cab-
bage, matzo farfel; and matzo, 
of course. If your arteries are 
doing fine, spread some chick-
en fat on the matzo.  No chal-
lah bread for this holiday! 

A traditional song known 
as “Dayenu” (it would have suf-
ficed) is sung during the seder 
in many verses. However, but 
the All the Queens Women’s 
Haggadah cites lines such as: 
“If our mothers had been hon-
ored for their daughters as 
well as for their sons, dayenu.  
If women had been among the 
writers of the Tanach (canon 
of the Hebrew bible) and had 
interpreted our creation and 
our role in history, dayenu”. 

The conclusion of the sed-
er has us drinking that fourth  
cup of wine as the leader says, “ 
We hope that this evening’s sed-
er has helped to strengthen our 
desire to gather together again 
to recall our past and present 
and to look to our future lives 
as women…as sisters.”

Seder
Continued from Page 45
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(718) 767-4699

Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

Easter & Regular menu available

Baked Clams ..............................$11.95
Fried Calamari ...........................$10.95

Grilled Vegetables & Fresh 
   Mozzarella ..............................$14.95
Asparagus Parmesan ................. $12.95

Appetizers

Red Snapper & Jumbo 
   Shrimp Scampi ...................... $27.95
Grilled Salmon with Grilled 
   Vegetables .............................. $25.95

Fresh Stuffed Trout ................... $29.95
Filet of Sole Francaise ............... $24.95
Chilean Seabass Meuniere ........ $37.95

Fish

Veal Chop Valdostana ............... $29.95
Veal Margarita........................... $21.95
Chicken Normandie ...................$17.95
Veal Parmesan ............................$19.95
Lamb Shank .............................. $29.95

Grilled Lamb Chops .................. $35.95
Grilled Rib Eye Steak ............... $29.95
Chicken Francese with 
   Artichoke Hearts .................... $18.95
Chicken Parmesan .....................$17.95

Entrees

Lobster Ravioli with Baby 
   Shrimp Pink Sauce ................ $20.95
Linguini Pescatore .....................$19.95
Cheese Ravioli Tomato & Basil ..$14.95

Rigatoni Broccoli Rabe, White Beans
   & Shrimp ............................... $18.95
Penne alla Vodka with 
   Chicken .................................. $16.95

Pasta

Soup
New England Clam Chowder ....... $6.95
Orzo with Chicken & 
   Vegetables ................................ $6.95

Salad
Caesar Salad ............................... $8.95
Mesclun Salad & Gorgonzola 
   Cheese ..................................... $8.95

Annual Real Estate Breakfast
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23RD  8 am–9:30 am

The Learning Center At ConEd, 43-82 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City

MODERATOR: David Brause, President - Brause Realty Inc.
PANELISTS: Arvind K. Bajaj, Managing Director - Madison Marquette

Erhan Bahceci, Owner - Food Cellar & Co. Market
Cathy Dove, Vice President - Cornell NYC Tech

Amanda Fung, Senior News Producer - Crain’s New York Business
Rachel Loeb, Director of Development - The World-Wide Group

For tickets and for membership information, visit www.licpartnership.org or call 718-786-5300 X 21
$50 for members $75 for non-members

Media Sponsor: TimesLedger Newspapers

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information:

718.260.4521OFF THE HOOK
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For those who do not 
speak Korean, the Erom 
store near Broadway Sta-
tion may appear — at first 
glance — to be a place de-
voted solely to the sale of 
bidets.

After all, the name of 
the European-style plumb-
ing fixtures is the only 
English-language word 
adorning the sign over the 
corner of 164th Street and 
Northern Boulevard, and 
a pair of the devices are 
prominently displayed in 
the window of a commodi-
ous storefront as clean and 
tidy as porcelain.

Erom is, in fact, a line 
of Korean-manufactured 
wellness products, includ-
ing appliances, foods and 
cosmetics.

“It’s a well-being 
store,” shop owner Young 
Pak said.

In addition to the bi-
dets, which run between 
$650 and $800, including 
free installation while the 
store celebrates its grand 
opening this month, the 
other big ticket item at 
Pak’s shop is the water ion-
izer, a device that uses an 

electric current to separate 
the alkaline and acid found 
in the magnesium and cal-
cium ions in water.

The wellness industry 
— including bottlers who 
may charge more than $4 
for 20 ounces of the stuff — 
tout the health benefits of 
using water with a high pH 
level to neutralize acid in 
the bloodstream, boost me-
tabolism and help the body 
more effectively absorb nu-

trients.
While there is no sci-

entific consensus on the 
claims, alkaline water’s 
proponents say its benefits 
are wide-reaching.

“It’s very popular, es-
pecially in Korea,” said 
Pak, who added that cancer 
patients find alkaline water 
easier to swallow. “It helps 
to rehabilitate the body.”

The ionizers, which 
need to be hooked up to a 

tap water supply, are not in-
expensive.

The Juvenis VII, which 
Pak said is ideal for a fam-
ily of five or more, runs in 
the $3,000 range while the 
economy-size Juvenis V 
costs about $2,500.

Aside from the hard-
ware, his store — which 
may evoke a knowing smile 
from New Yorkers whose 
bathrooms are uncom-
fortably close to the rest 

of their apartment — is 
arranged with an orderly 
stack of cubbies surround-
ing a cream-colored couch 
and a station with a kitchen 
sink.

The shelves each hold 
an Erom food product — 
freeze-dried, raw meals 
with organic ingredients 
that claim to do everything 
from fight cancer to help 
children grow taller.

The kitchen station, 
which Pak plans to have 
ready for the store’s April 7 

grand opening, will be used 
to demonstrate pH levels 
in the city’s tap and show 
through different tests how 
the ionizer brings down pH 
levels.

Pak said he expects to 
do well with those already 
familiar with the Erom 
brand and reputation, add-
ing that the appeal is uni-
versal.

“Everyone wants to 
diet and alkaline water is 
good for a diet,” he said.

Broadway-Flushing shop sells water wellness
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The DOT said the agen-
cy will review Gianaris’ re-
quest for a check on streets 
leading to water.

Four of five people in-
side the Honda Accord — 
Darius Fletcher, 21; Crystal 
Gravely, 19; Jaleel Feur-
tado, 20; and Jada Monique 
Butts, 19 — died when the 
car they were riding in 
struck a curb and flipped 

into the murky waterway 
just after 10:30 p.m. Friday, 
police said. 

The accident site is 
in an industrial section of 
Astoria and about a block 
from the famed Steinway & 
Sons Piano Factory.

But so far this year the 
103rd has the highest num-
ber of murders in the city.

As of March 30, the 
precinct had recorded five 
murders, up from just one 
at the same time last year.

When going over the 
103rd’s crime statistics, 
Cappelmann referred to 
the most recent killing, 
when a teenager was shot 
dead March 30 while he 
waited with a friend out-
side a home on Lakewood 
Avenue in South Jamaica, 
just four blocks away from 

where Byrne was killed in 
1988.

“There are some is-
sues with violence that 
we’re really looking hard 
to reduce,” he said, pledg-
ing that the latest case will 
be solved.

Cappelmann was the 
commanding officer of the 
9th Precinct on Manhat-
tan’s Lower East Side before 
he was reassigned after the 
103rd’s previous command-
er, Inspector Charles McE-
voy, was moved over to the 
school safety division.

Cappelmann called his 
predecessor “caring, hard-
working and dedicated to 
the community.”

The NYPD generally 

moves commanding offers 
after two or three years, 
though it appears to be 
undergoing a department-
wide shake-up under new 
Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton.

Cappelmann said he 
was ecstatic when he got 
the news.

“Of course, I spoke to 
my wife and told the kids 
and then I called my par-
ents,” said Cappelmann, 
whose father spent 19 years 
working at the station 
house.

“I called my dad and 
said, ‘Dad, guess what pre-
cinct I’m going to?’ he said, 
‘John, you’re going to the 
103.’”

ers arts and events around 
the borough, won third 
place for best arts cover-
age. Zimmerman’s submis-
sions included pieces titled 
“All the World’s His Stage,” 
which profiled a teenager 
from Corona who won first 

place at a national Shake-
speare performing arts fes-
tival, and “Just Add Water,” 
a piece about a St. John’s 
University art exhibit that 
detailed forgotten places 
along New York City’s 
coastline.

The judges praised 
 Zimmerman for his cover-
age on various types of art 
that “proved features do not 
have to be really long when 

the subjects themselves are 
truly interesting.”

The final award was 
won by former Flushing 
reporter Joe Anuta, who 
received an honorable men-
tion in the Best Feature 
category for a piece about 
a man in Flushing who fi-
nally won his 30-year battle 
with elected officials to 
have a bathroom installed 
at Kissena Park.

ning to build two luxury, 
high-rise residential tow-
ers on the property and 
they covered the art to “get 
it over with all at once,” 
Gerry Wolkoff said at the 
time.

“Mr. Wolkoff said it 
would be like taking medi-
cine, two or three days 
and the artists would be 
over it,” Cecil Flageul said. 
“Here we are five months 
later and the exhibit shows 
the artists aren’t over it and 
neither are their fans.”

Meres One, the 5Pointz 
leader, said it was good to be 
back with his best friends 

and crewmates.
“The art was really 

therapeutic, good to get it 
out of our system and let the 
smoke clear and see where 
the chips fall,” he said.

Meres One added that 
the show was their way of 
bidding farewell to Long Is-
land City since he recently 
moved to Brooklyn.

“There’s a lot of love 
for us there. It’s good for my 
mental state to start fresh 
elsewhere,” he said.

Hans Von Ritter, one 
of the two photographers 
taking part in the exhibit, 
said, “The whole event was 
very powerful. There was 
utter disbelief at how heart-
less and vindictive it was 
for Wolkoff to destroy all 
the art like that,” he said. 

“Time will tell if this ex-
hibit helps our spirits. You 
can’t whitewash the truth 
and art is forever.”

It is also for sale. Leder 
opened a store in his gal-
lery for the first time.

“We sold seven pieces 
in the first hour. That’s 
good for the artists and the 
gallery,” he said during the 
pre-open event Friday.

“Whitewash” will con-
tinue at the Jeffrey Leder 
Gallery, at 21-37 45th Road, 
until June 8. There is also 
an artist talk tentatively 
scheduled for May 15 on the 
importance of public art.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com of by phone at 
718-260-4538.

were unable to see the 2009 
Honda Accord from land, 
so two members of Ladder 
117 went into the water and 
spotted the vehicle soon af-
terward about 30 feet from 
the shore and 8 feet under 
water, Jacobs said.

“The car was actually 
flipped on its roof. The roof 
was on the bottom of the 
creek,” Jacobs said.

Two rescue scuba 
teams — Rescue 3 and 4 — 
were called in and pulled 
the four passengers from 
the water in conjunction 
with Ladder 117, Jacobs 
said while speaking to re-
porters just after midnight 
Saturday.

Three of the four 
were taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital, where they were 
pronounced dead, and 
the fourth was brought 
to Mount Sinai Hospital 
Queens in Astoria, where 
he was pronounced dead, 
the NYPD said.

Nation said her neph-
ew was in his senior year 
at William Paterson Uni-
versity in Wayne, N.J., and 
was studying public health. 
She broke into tears sever-
al times as she spoke about 
the group.

“They were all good 
kids,” she said.

Butt’s 12-year-old sis-

ter Jaimee said Butts had 
attended IS 127 in East 
Elmhurst, where she met 
the rest of the group, then 
William Bryant High 
School and was studying 
at Borough of Manhattan 
Community College. Butts 
was one of five siblings, her 
sister said. A friend of the 
family said Butts had re-
cently posted a psalm from 
the Book of Philippians in 
the Bible.

“She was very beauti-
ful,” Jaimee said. “She was 
nice, she was hardworking, 
she was strong. She would 
tell it like it is.”

Evelyn Washington, 
who said she has been a 
friend of Butts’ mother for 
the past 30 years, described 
her as an intelligent, loving 
teen.

“She just was a beau-

tiful girl and we are going 
to miss her very much,” 
Washington said.

Jaimee and about a 
dozen young friends who 
gathered on the family’s 
front steps Tuesday eve-
ning pointed to the starry 
sky.

“She’s up there,” one 
said.

Friends posted numer-
ous messages on the vic-
tims’ social media accounts 
and a makeshift memorial 
with dozens of candles, bou-
quets of flowers and a bas-
ketball was set up at the ac-
cident site, behind a jersey 
barrier and barrels set up 
by the city Department of 
Transportation Saturday.

Feurtado had played 
on Monsignor McClancy’s 
basketball team and was 
studying at Saint Peter’s 
College in New Jersey, ac-
cording to his Facebook 
account. A “home going” 
service in his memory was 
scheduled for Wednesday 
evening in Corona, while 
one for Butts was slated for 
Friday.

The NYPD’s Highway 
Collision Investigation 
Squad was still investigat-
ing the accident, officials 
said.

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com by phone at 718-
260-4589.
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January.
The 27-year-old moth-

er of two had just finished 
her overnight shift when 
she joined the march to 
LaGuardia Airport, where 
she spoke to a large rally.

“Every step we took is 
a step towards change.  You 
all keep walking and keep 
standing up for justice,” El-
liott said.

Before returning to 
JFK to begin her next over-
night shift, she said her ac-
tivism has been education-
al and that she has become 
more comfortable with her 
role as the face of the move-
ment.

Several elected of-

ficials spoke at the rally. 
State Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) said, “No one who 
works full time in America 
should live in poverty. The 
race to the bottom ends 
here.”

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), the daughter of 
union parents, welcomed 
the protesters to her dis-
trict and said, “Too many 
of the passengers who use 
this airport are more wor-
ried about their frequent 
flier miles instead of the 
workers.”

Willie Francoise, a 
member of the clergy, add-
ed to that theme, saying, 
“There’s nothing normal 
about cleaning cabins that 
you can never afford to fly 
in.”

The marchers began a 
countdown to April 28, the 
expiration date for a 90-day 
deadline set by the Port Au-
thority for the other major 
carriers at Kennedy and 
LaGuardia, United, Ameri-
can and JetBlue, to come 
up with a plan to increase 
hourly pay to at least $10.

“Fair wages for air-
port workers and strong 
profits for their employers 
are perfectly compatible, 
as we have seen in San 
Francisco,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “We can’t stand by 
while low wages and no 
benefits lead to an astro-
nomical turnover rate that 
puts lives at risk. Let’s 
come to a fair deal and keep 
our airports running at full 
capacity.”

Continued from Page 2 
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Darius Fletcher’s aunt, 
Alicia Nation, weeps as she 
speaks about her nephew. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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It was quite a girls’ 
basketball season in 
Queens.

Francis Lewis 
put together the best 
season in program 
history by knock-
ing off Murry 
Bergtraum 

in the semifinals to end the 
Lady Blazers’ 15-year reign 
atop the PSAL. The young 

Patriots went on 
to win the pro-
gram’s first city 
title since 1979.

Christ the 
King had hopes 
of bringing 
home another 
state Federa-

tion title 
after one 

of the 

school’s best regular sea-
sons in recent years, but 
Nazareth ended CK’s sea-
son in the CHSAA Class 
AA state semifinals.

St. John’s Prep made 
an unexpected run to the 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division II final before 
falling to Bishop Kearney. 
Archbishop Molloy reached 
the Division I title game 
even after the Stanners lost 
four starters from last sea-
son.

Here are the players 
considered the 

borough’s 
best in 
2014:

A l l -

Q u e e n s 

Player of 

the Year: 

Sierra Cal-

houn, Christ 

the King

The Duke-bound Cal-
houn put together her fin-
est season in her last go-
around with the Royals as 
CK went 21-4. The McDon-
ald’s All-American aver-
aged 24 points, 9.3 rebounds 
and four steals per game 
to help Christ the King 
win the CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queen title. Calhoun 

scored 22 points in the fi-
nal against Molloy.

Calhoun, also 
the New York State 

Gatorade Player of 
the Year, tallied 

36 points in the 
CHSAA state 

s em i f i n a l s , 
but it wasn’t 

enough for CK to advance.
All-Queens Coach 

of the Year: Steve Tsai, 

Francis Lewis

All of the sixth-year 
coach’s hard work paid off 
in a big way. Tsai never 
accepted less than the best 
and got his young Patriots 
team to play beyond its 
years. Lewis ended Murry 
Bergtraum’s domination 
of the PSAL in the semifi-
nals and beat South Shore 
for the school’s first city 
title since 1979. Tsai accom-
plished this while dealing 
with news that his unborn 
twin girls were diagnosed 
with heart defects.

All-Queens First 

Team

G Chi La Bady, Francis 
Lewis

The junior guard was 
the engine for the Patriots. 
Her relentless attacking 
style kept defensive atten-
tion off Lewis star Sierra 
Green. Bady, who averaged 
10.2 points per game during 
the regular season, tallied 
11 of her 19 points in the 
second half of the city title 
game.

G Sierra Green, Fran-
cis Lewis

The super sophomore 
was exactly that for Lewis, 
staking her claim to being 
one of the city’s best young 
players. Green tallied 13 
second-half points, includ-
ing seven in the final 3:14, 
to push her team past Berg-
traum, and she also scored 
21 points, including six 
three-pointers in the city 
final.

G Nyasha Irizarry, 
Archbishop Molloy

The Manhattan-bound 
guard was at her best in 
her final season as a Stan-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Denise Lewinger made 

a promise to her cheerlead-
ers the day she walked into 
Mary Louis three years 
ago, and last month she 
made good on it.

The former Fontbonne 
Hall alum had unseated 
then-champion St. Fran-
cis Prep in her third year 
coaching the Bonnies. She 
went on to lead the Bay 
Ridge school to 10 straight 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
cheerleading titles before 
coming to TMLA, where 
brother Joe Lewinger is 
the athletic director.

She told the Hilltop-
pers she could turn them 
into a championship team 
and end Fontbonne’s victo-
rious reign - just give her 
three years.

Her students were 
skeptical after a third-
place finish the year prior.

“Everyone didn’t be-
lieve her,” senior captain 
Corinne Murphy said.

Lewinger’s tough-
love style and unwavering 
confidence in her team 
turned her squad into be-
lievers. All of their hard 
work paid off when Mary 
Louis, which had received 

second place the previous 
two years, bested Font-
bonne for the diocesan 
title March 29 at Christ the 
King. The victory ended 
the Bonnies’ 12-year reign 
over the Brooklyn/Queens 
division.

“Every year we got 
closer and closer,” Murphy 
said. “Winning was amaz-
ing and being able to say 
we beat them and broke 
the streak.” 

Added senior cap-
tain Christie Marino, 
“Once we heard that we 
came in first, all of us just 
dropped. I think we were 
all shocked.”

Lewinger called the 
victory bittersweet. It was 
tough to see something she 
had built come to an end, 
but she couldn’t have been 
happier for her TMLA 
team. Lewinger had 
watched the growth of her 
cheerleaders’ confidence, 
competitiveness and deter-
mination culminate in an 
amazing achievement.

She credited Marino, 
Murphy and fellow seniors 
Megan Gardiner, Kristen 
Graue, Chelsey Larkin and 
Maria Papavassilliou for 
their leadership over the 

Sports

Continued on Page 53Continued on Page 53
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Former Coach Taryn Westerman (l. to. r), Christie Marino, Coach 
Denise Lewinger, Corinne Murphy and Assistant Coach Michelle 
Masiello helped grow the Mary Louis cheerleading program into a 
diocesan champion. Photo courtesy Denise Lewinger

Calhoun picked as boro’s best
Francis Lewis’ Steve Tsai chosen as All-Queens Coach of the Year

TMLA squad wins  
cheer championship

Christ the King’s Sierra Calhoun is 
named All-Queens Player of the Year. 

Photo by Robert Cole
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Archbishop Molloy 

fell a few wins short of the 
CHSAA Intersectional 
Class AA baseball title last 
season. The team wants to 
write a different ending for 
itself this time around.

“I think the goal is 
always win the champion-
ship,” second-year Stan-
ners Coach Brad Lyons 
said. “Win the Brooklyn/
Queens and then win the 
cities.”

This will be a challeng-
ing task for the Stanners, 
who lost four key players in 
Donovan Armas, Chris Pit-
eo, Greg Boyle and Danny 
Giatan. Three of those four 
are currently playing at Di-
vision I colleges.

During early season 
scrimmages, Lyons has 
seen this year’s seniors 
looking to fill in for those 
losses.

“We have had a bunch 

of scrimmages, and we 
have played pretty well so 
far,” Lyons said. “We are a 
senior-heavy team, so we 
rely on those guys for their 
leadership. I think we’ll 
have a pretty good year.”

He said senior right 
fielder Karl Keslin, pitcher 
Anthony Cantinella and 
John Young, a first base-
man and pitcher, are key to 
this season’s squad. Canti-
nella took the mound for the 
Stanners’ first league game 
and gave up one unearned 
and struck out two in four 
innings of work against di-
vision rival Xaverian.

The game was sus-
pended due to rain with 
the score tied 1-1 after six 
innings. Young, who Lyons 
said has “surprised” him, 
also pitched against the 
Clippers, striking out three 
batters and not allowing a 
run in two innings.

“I thought all three 
pitchers who pitched today 

threw the ball pretty well,” 
Lyons said of his players’ 
performances. 

Young also showed 

what he could do at the 
plate when he drilled an 
RBI triple to deep center 
field, scoring Keslin, who 

led off the inning with a 
single, to tie the game at 
1-1. Young has a simple ap-
proach at the dish and on 

the mound, but he showed 
how effective it can be when 
executed properly.

“Just make contact 
with the ball and get it in 
play to get the guy over or 
in,” Young said. “They’re 
a good team. They fought 
off pitches, but I just tried 
to throw strikes and not let 
anybody on base.”

Through the first 
game of the season, Lyons 
saw the Stanners holding 
their own with a top team 
in the league.

“It is always a close 
one-run game whenever we 
play,” Lyons said. “We took 
advantage of some of their 
mistakes and they took ad-
vantage of some of our mis-
takes.”

Make no mistake, how-
ever, about what Molloy’s 
final goal is this season.

“We want to win a 
city championship,” Lyons 
said.

The sports community 
lost one of its good guys.

Newsday sports writer 
Marcus Henry, 41, died un-
expectedly at his home in 
Hempstead, L.I., last week.

Henry, who began 
working with the paper in 
2003, was a fixture on the 
Queens sports scene until 
Newsday decreased its cov-
erage the borough in 2006 
to focus on Long Island. He 
left an indelible impression 
on the people he met by be-
ing himself: honest, jovial 
and caring.

“Marcus was the all-
time teddy bear,” Cardozo 
boys’ basketball Coach Ron 

Naclerio said. “He loved ev-
erybody. He was fair with 
everybody. He knew so 
much about everybody that 
he covered. You became a 
friend of his even though it 
was a job.”

Henry, also an es-
teemed boxing writer, 
made it easy to get along 
with him. I worked with 
him for two years at News-
day. There was always a 
smile or a hearty laugh, but 
most of all there was a great 
passion and enjoyment for 
what he did, and that was 
palpable. You connected 
with him and appreciated 
his genuineness.

“God [has] called upon 
a good friend and a great 
writer,” former Springfield 
Gardens basketball star 
Charles Jenkins wrote on 
Facebook. “My time in high 
school as well as college, 
Marcus Henry did [a] great 
job letting people know 

who I am. Will always ap-
preciate the relationship 
we had.”

Henry, who spent his 
early childhood in Brook-
lyn and the Bronx, was a 
former athlete himself. 
He was a standout football 
player at Baldwin High 
School and played a year at 
Temple University before 
a knee injury ended his 
career. Henry understood 
what it meant to be an ath-

lete and wanted to do what-
ever he could to help the 
kids he covered.

“I think for some peo-
ple when they get the high 
school beat they look at it 
as a stepping stone to move 
on to something else,” said 
Paul Gilvary, the former 
Holy Cross boys’ basketball 
coach and current CHSAA 
basketball commissioner. 
“They do it because they 
have to. Other guys seem 
to really embrace the idea 
of covering high school 
sports. I think he was one 
who really enjoyed cover-
ing high school sports.”

Added legendary Cam-
pus Magnet Coach Charles 
Granby, “When you are 
writing high school sports, 
you have to know the kids. 
He always tried to give 
them their due.”

Former high school 
teammate Kyle McKenna, 
a Floral Park resident and 

the Brooklyn Tech football 
coach, said Henry was gen-
uinely disappointed when 
Newsday stopped covering 
Queens. His relationship 
with the borough didn’t 
end, though. Henry, while 
working on Newsday’s Long 
Island desk, would still get 
calls from the borough’s 
coaches to tell him about a 
player or their team’s suc-
cess. Henry never stopped 
caring about the people he 
met.

“Anytime we talked 
he asked me, like, who was 
good, who was coming out, 
who might be a college 
football player?” McKenna 
said.

It was things like that 
made people gravitate to 
Henry. As a fellow writer, 
he made the craft look easy 
at times. You wanted to get 
to a point where you felt you 
did your job well enough to 
have the type of relation-

ships he had with others.
More than anything, 

Henry was a person to mod-
el yourself after, both in his 
professionalism and how he 
treated people. There was 
no ego, no malice — just a 
joy for life and genuine in-
terest in others.

“Marcus always 
brought a smile to your 
face,” St. John’s University 
women’s basketball Coach 
Joe Tartamella said.

Anyone who knew 
Henry was better for it. He 
taught you how to enjoy 
what you had in life. You al-
ways respected what he did 
and how he carried himself 
while doing it.

“I have to say that’s the 
greatest thing for a writer, 
when the people you’re 
writing about fall in love 
with you,” Naclerio said. 
“He was just a great guy.”
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Block Shots

Beloved sports writer Marcus Henry will be missed in Queens

Molloy pitcher Anthony Catinella prepares to release the ball. Photo by Ken Maldonado

MARCUS HENRY

Archbishop Molloy aims for CHSAA title 
Seniors try to fi ll gaps in roster this season after four key Stanners players head to college
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ToniAnne Campuzano 

understands her job is to 
teach her inexperienced 
Mary Louis softball team 
the skills and the mentality 
it takes to win at the var-
sity level.

The former Hilltop-
pers star is in her first sea-
son at the helm after long-
time Coach Ginny Peiser 
retired last year. TMLA is 
coming off a disappointing 
season and working with a 
roster missing four players, 
who saw significant play-
ing time last year and with 
nine new players brought 
up from the junior varsity 
level.

“The girls can defi-
nitely do it,” Campuzano 
said. “They are talented 
enough. It’s just they get in 

their heads too much. They 
overthink everything. We 
need to get them confident 
enough in themselves to get 
the job done.”

Senior ace Nicole Hu-

bert has credited Campu-
zano with making practic-
es more upbeat and faster 
paced. The Hilltoppers’ six 
seniors have taken it upon 
themselves to bring the 

team together and show 
younger players what it 
takes to excel at the varsity 
level.

“The attitude on the 
team definitely changed 

this year,” Hubert said. 
“Last year was not a good 
year for us. We are really 
hoping to pick it up this 
year.”

She and classmates 
Angela Pfeffer should make 
for a strong 1-2 combina-
tion in the pitching circle. 
Huber has spent four sea-
sons on the varsity squad 
and is one of the city’s best 
all-around players. She is 
a power hitter and pitcher. 
TMLA also has consistency 
behind the plate with the 
return of senior catcher 
Kat Barbaro.

“My pitching-catch-
ing combination is very 
strong,” Campuzano said.

TMLA seniors Rachel 
Valdez and Gabby Malave 
will see time at shortstop 
and the outfield, respec-
tively. Meg Minihane takes 

over for the graduated Sam 
Rossi at third base and will 
hit leadoff. Junior varsity 
call-ups Monica Stefandl 
and Brittany Patterson will 
also play key roles.

“There definitely is 
talent here,” Hubert said. 
“We just have to get it go-
ing.”

Mary Louis scored 
early season wins over 
Christ the King, but has 
still struggled with teams 
in the city’s upper echelon, 
like St. Francis Prep and 
Preston.

But this Hilltoppers 
team believes it can com-
pete with those squads in 
time with patience and 
hard work.

“They will get there,” 
Campuzano said. “We are 
getting there slowly.”
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Campuzano looks to revamp TMLA softball

Mary Louis’ Nicole Hubert looks to get a hit against Preston. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

ner. Her scoring numbers 
went up as she proved 
she was more than just a 
shooter. Irizarry’s leader-
ship helped a young Molloy 
team mature into one of the 
city’s top squads.

F Aryn McClure, Arch-
bishop Molloy

The athletic junior 
continued to show why she 
is one of the most versa-
tile players in the five bor-
oughs. The Stanners were 
a different team with Mc-
Clure on the floor. She can 
score inside and out and is 
a consistent rebounder and 
shot blocker.

F Kollyns Scarbrough, 
Christ the King

Scarbrough, who is 
headed to Siena College, 
was a player to be reck-
oned with in the paint. She 
tallied 16 points and 14 re-
bounds to help the Royals 
win the CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens title. Scarbrough 
was never afraid to do the 
little things or hustle on 
plays needed for a victory.

All-Queens Second 

Team

G Taliyah Brisco, Fran-
cis Lewis

Brisco was the steady-

ing force during the Patri-
ots’ city championship run 
this season. The sopho-
more controlled the pace of 
the game at the point guard 
spot and was a top defender. 
She averaged 10.1 points per 
game this season.

G Kristen Drogsler, 
Christ the King

The Caldwell-bound 
guard was one of the big 
reasons for CK’s fabulous 
regular season before tear-
ing her ACL in advance of 
the playoffs. Drogsler was 
a threat from three-point 
range and always willing 
to sacrifice her body for an 
offensive foul.

G Simone Hobdy, Mary 
Louis

Hobdy, who is headed 
to Niagara, stepped up her 
game in every way as a se-
nior. She was Mary Louis’ 
top scorer and vocal leader 
on a young squad. Hobdy 
poured in a career-high 41 
points in a win over Ken-
nedy Catholic.

F Kayla Hourany, St. 
Francis Prep

Hourany epitomized 
what the Terriers were 
about with her toughness 
and heart. The senior was 
a force on the glass and an 
aggressive defender. She 
tallied 25 points against 
Mary Louis and 17 in a 
playoff loss to Loughlin.

G Sydney Zambrotta, 
Christ the King

Zambrotta made an 
immediate impact in her 
first season at CK. The 

sophomore was regularly 
its third scorer behind Cal-
houn and Scarbrough. She 
could explode for points at 
any moment and change 

a game’s momentum with 
her defense.

Honorable Mention

F Sierra Berkel, 
Townsend Harris

F Joiada Darenell, 
Campus Magnet

G Desire Edwards, 
Hillcrest

G Jessica Glaz, Schol-
ars Academy

F Jodi Ann Humphrey, 
Forest Hills

F Jenna McCann, Mary 
Louis

G Kaitlyn Mahon, 
Archbishop Molloy

F Sofia Recupero, St. 
Francis Prep

G Dominque Tousaint 
Christ the King

G Simone Kedharu, St. 
John’s Prep

Continued from Page 51 

All-Queens
season.

“To see the transfor-
mation in the girls and how 
proud they are of them-
selves and how hard they 
worked, feels even better,” 
Lewinger said.

She and her team 
members said this year’s 
squad had better cohesion 
and camaraderie than in 
previous seasons. Lew-
inger focused more on each 
member doing her individ-
ual job to perfection rather 
than worry about what ev-
eryone else was supposed 
to be doing.

And she never let them 
give up. Lewinger said 
teams had put Fontbonne 
on a pedestal and believed 
that they weren’t good 
enough to beat the Bonnies. 
She never let her cheerlead-
ers think that as they saw 
themselves slowly closing 
the gap.

Right on schedule 
Mary Louis finally caught 
and surpassed Fontbonne.

“I told them I’ll give 
you a three-year commit-
ment, and the third year I 
would win,” Lewinger said. 
“It takes three years to 
build a program.”

TMLA
Continued from Page 51 

Francis Lewis Coach Steve Tsai is TimesLedger Newspapers’ All-
Queens Coach of the Year. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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mailing with press clip-
pings of the parade with his 
own business card in the 
envelope. 

“That’s when it got 
personal, so I took it to the 
108th Precinct and they 
sent the Hate Crimes Unit 
from downtown checking 
for vandalism or physical 
intimidation. The police 
are still investigating and 
monitoring the situation,” 
Murphy said.

Brendan Fay, the 
founder of the St. Pat’s For 
All Parade, said, “I am re-
ally shocked to hear this. I 
thought we had moved on 
from the dark days of 15 
years ago when the busi-
nesses that supported our 
alternative parade faced 
frequent harassment from 
the begrudgers. I really 
thought we had moved past 
this kind of thing.” 

Fay immediately 
called an emergency meet-
ing of the parade organiz-
ers to discuss the matter 
and plan a response. 

“It really is very seri-
ous because I thought we 
had evolved past the hate, 
especially in a community 

as diverse as Sunnyside,” 
he said.

Murphy refuses to take 
down the gay pride flag be-
cause of the harassment.

 “The flag was never 
an issue with me because 
we don’t prejudge here,” 
he said. “My staff and cus-
tomers are mixed, so why 
would I take it down? I’ve 
gotten tremendous support 
from the community and 
the whole episode isn’t af-
fecting the business at the 
restaurant, so the flag is 
staying.”

Freelance Journal-
ist Roger Hitts, a longtime 
Murphy friend and host of 

the weekly trivia night at 
the restaurant, said, “We 
are all very troubled for 
Mike.”

Hitts added that Mur-
phy has become active in 
the community running 
fund-raising events with an 
association of other neigh-
borhood bars and restau-
rants called The Skillman 
Project.

“He’s proven himself 
to be a great community 
resource: He pitches in 
and does his part, and then 
some, whenever a local 
organization needs assis-
tance, “ Hitts said. “Malice 
walks hand in hand with 
stupidity.”

Fay said he and the 
St. Pat’s For All Parade or-
ganizers will develop con-
crete measures to make 
sure Murphy’s restaurant 
and the other businesses 
that are part of The Skill-
man Project don’t ever pay 
a price for supporting the 
LGBT community. 

“The parade wouldn’t 
be what it is today without 
their unwavering support 
over the years,” Fay said. 
“We’re going to have our 
meeting, develop a plan 
and then we’re all going to 
Murphy’s Lobster Grill and 
order a ton of lobsters.”

Continued from Page 1 

Flag
former Borough President 
Claire Shulman.

Scholl did not return 
multiple requests for elabo-
ration.

Questions about com-
munity board membership 
arose Friday when Vernon 
McDermott said he re-
ceived a notice in the mail 
thanking him for sitting on 
CB 5 for more than a dozen 
years, but informing him 
that he had not been reap-
pointed. CB 5 covers Glen-
dale, Ridgewood, Middle 
Village and Maspeth.

McDermott, a Middle 
Village resident, said he 
had a good attendance re-
cord at CB 5 and the only 
reason he could imagine he 
was targeted was because 
he attended a dinner and 
contributed to the cam-
paign of Craig Caruana, 
who unsuccessfully chal-
lenged Crowley in 2013.

McDermott said his 
friend Manuel Caruana, 
uncle of the Republican 
candidate, was also booted 
from the board and that the 
Maspeth resident had spent 
several years on CB 5.

Manuel Caruana 
could not be reached for 
comment, but his uncle, the 
former candidate, echoed 
McDermott’s accusations 
of politicizing the commu-
nity board.

“Stuff like this gets 
around and it discour-
ages people from getting 
involved,” Craig Caruana 

said. “Then everyone com-
plains that nobody attends 
the community board meet-
ings.”

McDermott, whose 
company produces marine 
lights, said he joined CB 5 
with support from Crow-
ley’s predecessor and strove 
to represent the area’s man-
ufacturers.

“I’m probably the 
only manufacturer on the 
board,” he said.

When asked about the 
turnover, Crowley said she 
had fewer seats to fill this 
year.

“After the new district 
lines came into effect in 
January 2014, Council Dis-
trict 30 residents were over-
represented on Community 
Board 5,” Crowley said of 
her district in a statement. 
“My total number of board 
appointments had to be re-
duced from 44 to 39 mem-
bers to accurately reflect 
the 79.96 percent of Commu-
nity Board 5 that includes 
Council District 30.”

Councilman Antonio 
Reynoso’s (D-Brooklyn) 
office said previously two 
CB 5 members hailed from 
the part of Ridgewood in-
cluded in his district. But 
this year, the councilman 
learned he could appoint 10 
members total and was sift-
ing through applications 
for new nominees.

Crowley’s statement 
suggests the 50 CB 5 nomi-
nees were split equally be-
tween her and Reynoso.

But other Queens law-
makers said the borough 
president’s office appoints 

half of boards’ members. 
The remainder of the seats 
are then divvied up among 
the Council members from 
that community district in 
proportion to what percent-
age of the area they repre-
sent, according to the offic-
es of Council members Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) and 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills).

Michael Cohen, Ko-
slowitz’s press representa-
tive, said the borough pres-
ident has the authority to 
overrule Council members’ 
nominees, but typically de-
fers to the legislators.

Ulrich’s chief of staff, 
Rudy Giuliani, said he had 
not heard of any changes to 
the appointment process, 
but remembered that Katz 
intended to enforce rules 
designed to replace mem-
bers who miss too many 
meetings.

CB 5 District Man-
ager Gary Giordano said 
he would leave it to Katz 
to explain the application 
process.

He said to the best of 
the board’s knowledge, four 
CB 5 members had not been 
reappointed and one new 
member had been selected 
— who appeared to live in 
the part of Ridgewood rep-
resented by Crowley.

“We really didn’t know 
much about it until it was 
done., so it’s not like we 
were asked for any input,” 
Giordano said.

Neither Crowley’s nor 
Reynoso’s staff seemed to 
be aware of the new CB 5 
member.

Continued from Page 1 

CB 5

Restaurant owner Mike Murphy 
looks over some of the harass-
ing mail he’s received in recent 
weeks. Photo by Bill Parry

Finkelpearl will be re-
turning to a city agency that 
he served under mayors Da-
vid Dinkins and Rudy Giu-
liani from 1990-96. During 
that time, he ran the city’s 
Percent for Art Program, 
which is managed by the 
city Department of Cultur-
al Affairs and requires that 
1 percent of the city’s con-
struction budget be spent 
on public art.

The DCA is responsi-
ble for providing financial 
support to the city’s cultur-
al nonprofits and has a bud-
get of $156 million, much of 
which it disperses to hun-
dreds of institutions.

Finkelpearl will re-
place Margaret Morton, 
who was serving as acting 
commissioner after Kate 
Levin left the position at 
the end of former Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s final 

term in office.
Levin served as the 

agency’s commissioner for 
12 years under Bloomberg 
and made a total salary of 
$203,222 in her last year in 
the position, according to 
city records.

The new commissioner 
grew up in Massachusetts 
and attended Princeton 
University before getting 
his Masters of Fine Arts 
from Hunter College in 
Manhattan.

A sculptor by training, 
Finkelpearl served as a pub-
lic affairs officer for Long 
Island City’s P.S. 1 Contem-
porary Art Center — now 
MoMA PS1 — and as execu-
tive director of programs at 
Maine’s Skowhegan School 
of Painting and Sculpture, 
before he moved on to the 
Queens Museum in 2002.

The mayor and Finkel-
pearl said they share simi-
lar views on the arts and 
both acknowledged that 
arts and culture are both 
an economic engine that 

attracts tourists to the city 
as well as something that 
is important on a personal 
level.

“New York City is one 
of the most eclectic and 
culturally rich cities in the 
world, and that’s something 
that should be shared by all 
New Yorkers and tourists 
alike,” Finkelpearl said. “I 
could not be more proud to 
return to DCLA and lead 
the department into an era 
of ever-increasing open-
ness — to nourish cultural 
activities in every corner of 
the city for all to enjoy.”

The museum has not 
yet found a replacement 
for Finkelpearl, but will be 
putting together an inter-
im strategy in the coming 
weeks to start the search 
for a new executive direc-
tor.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Finkelpearl
Continued from Page 4 

as her spouse in a health 
benefits enrollment form 
and named as the father 
of her child in an attached 
birth certificate.

Rita Araujo, who indi-
cated she graduated from 
high school or had acquired 
an equivalent education 
on personnel paperwork, 
earned $12.49 an hour at 
the BOE by February 2012.

The documents do not 
disclose when she left the 
agency.

The commissioner 
hired his wife’s sister, 
Raquel Torres, in March 
2012 when payroll records 

show she started as a tem-
porary clerk earning $11.90 
an hour, rose to a clerk with 
a $27,927 salary by June 
2012 and was named an ad-
ministrative assistant with 
$40,628 in annual compen-
sation in October 2012.

Torres opted to include 
her sister, Rita Araujo, as 
her emergency contact in 
hiring paperwork. The doc-
uments state that Torres at-
tended but did not graduate 
from Fordham University, 
had a secretarial certificate 
and typed up to 45 words 
per minute.

Investigators empha-
sized that Torres’ start at 
the board and subsequent 
promotions came with the 
consent of the Democratic 

county committee.
“The commissioner 

stated that after his sister-
in-law approached him 
seeking work, he spoke with 
the county political com-
mittee and recommended 
that the committee consid-
er her for a temporary po-
sition,” the Department of 
Investigation report said. 
“The commissioner stated 
that he discussed the rec-
ommendation of his sister-
in-law for the supervisor 
position with the county 
committee, and that she 
was promoted.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

BOE
Continued from Page 5 
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NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

SAVE THIS ADSAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING
Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

Sale valid April 1st to April 30th, 2014

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or

FREE
in Home

Estimates

GOT LEAKS? • WATER DAMAGE? • DRAFTS?
Free Energy Audit and Leak Detection Available

NO
SALES
TAX!

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL & FIBERGLASS
DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

$149900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
      Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door knob/Dead Bolt

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$34900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$48900$63900

COUPON

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$13900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS OR
HOPPERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

ON SALE
$18900

REG.
$39900

COUPON

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors 
& Sizes available

37500Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON
GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7 '

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550


