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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

It was spring 1939 with the 
outbreak of World War II only 
months away, but President 
Franklin Roosevelt took time 
out to open the World’s Fair in a 
motorcade that passed over the 
shining new Bronx-Whitestone 
Bridge. 

“May the months to come 
carry us forward on the rays of 
eternal hope,” said Roosevelt in 
hailing the fair with the theme 
“Building the World of Tomor-

Continued on Page 52

BY ALAN KRAWITZ

As the site of both the 1939 
and 1964 World’s Fairs, the his-

tory of Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park and the events are inextrica-
bly linked. 

So it’s only fitting that the 

75th and 50th anniversaries of 
the fairs are commemorated 
in the park with a special NYC 
Park-sponsored free festival day 

of events and celebrations May 18 
that will include site tours, mu-
sic, dance, crafts, cultural exhib-
its and international foods. 

“While many people remem-
ber the inventions first exhibited 
at the World’s Fairs, we all should 
know that Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park is also one of the 
Fairs’ enduring creations,” said 
city Parks First Deputy Commis-
sioner Liam Kavanagh. 

Kavanagh said that during 
the past 75 years, Flushing Mead-
ows has improved the lives of New 
Yorkers as a distinct recreational 
and cultural destination. “With 
these anniversary events we will 
take a look back at the Fairs and 
a look forward to the future of 
Flushing Meadows – the World’s 
Park and Queens’ backyard.”

The anniversary celebrations 
for the two World’s Fairs were an-
nounced last month by Queens 
Borough President Melinda Katz, 
who co-chairs the World’s Fair 
Anniversary Committee with 
state Assemblywoman Margaret 
Markey (D-Maspeth). 

The celebrations will kick off 
Tuesday with an opening ceremo-
ny and unique chance to go inside 
the long dormant New York State 
Pavilion’s Tent of Tomorrow, 
currently the focus of numerous 
preservation efforts. 

At 1 p.m. the Parks Depart-
ment is granting special access 
to the pavilion for hard hat tours 

Continued on Page 53

Queens salutes two World’s Fairs
Flushing Meadows, built for 1939 exposition, hosts kickoff for anniversaries

Whitestone Br.
fi nished in time
for FDR’s visit

Visitors to the 1964 World’s 
Fair returned home with plenty 
of souvenirs, but for many the 
best of their trip to Queens was 
the delectable Belgian waffles 
served up by the thousands.

Despite popular lore that lin-
gers to this day, these sweet treats 
were not invented for the festivi-
ties in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

They had actually been part 
of the 1962 fair held in Seattle and 
were first introduced at Expo 58 
in Brussels — hence the Belgian 
pedigree.

See story on Page 6

Beloved myth dispelled 
behind Belgian waffl es

The New York State Pavilion was designed as a sleek, space-age vision of the future for the 1964 World’s Fair. It features 
three towers topped by flying-saucer-like platforms and a pavilion of pillars with a suspended, shimmering roof billed as 
the Tent of Tomorrow. This year marks the 75th anniversary of the 1939 World’s Fair and the 50th anniversary of the 1964 
festivities. AP Photo
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BY BILL PARRY

Only the family dog 
survived a spate of violence 
at a home in Astoria Satur-
day.

Police responding to a 
911 call from a residence on 
38th Street, shot and killed 
an elderly man who came 
to the door carrying a shot-
gun, the NYPD said.

Authorities were called 
to the home of 86-year-
old Jack Calvello and his 
daughter, 65-year-old Caro-
lann Matyka, to respond to 
a domestic dispute around 
11 a.m., police said.

When ordered to drop 
the weapon, Calvello al-
legedly refused and then 
pointed it at an NYPD offi-
cer and sergeant, the NYPD 
said. The officer then shot 
Calvello in the chest, police 
said.

Calvello was taken 
to Mount Sinai Hospital 

Queens, where he was pro-
nounced dead, according 
to cops. In a search of the 
home between 31st Avenue 
and Broadway, police found 
Matyka, who had been shot 
in the head, a spokesman 
for the NYPD said.

Matyka was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital Center, 
where she was pronounced 
dead at around 3:45 p.m., 
the NYPD said.

A dog named Jack, a 
6-year-old male Yorkshire 
Terrier, was found shot in 
the neck and was brought 
to the ASPCA Animal Hos-
pital, where he is still be-
ing treated for traumatic 
wounds to his neck.

His condition has been 
upgraded to stable, accord-
ing to the ASPCA.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Queens police offi-
cer who died after he was 
critically injured respond-
ing to a Brooklyn blaze will 
be promoted posthumously 
to the rank of first-grade 
detective, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio told mourners at a 
somber service for Dennis 
Guerra in Rockaway Beach 
Monday.

Thousands of NYPD’s 
Finest and FDNY’s Brav-
est joined Guerra’s family 
and friends, city officials 
and volunteer emergency 
responders for the funeral 
mass at St. Rose of Lima 
pn Beach 84th Street. Fol-
lowing the service, the Far 
Rockaway resident and fa-
ther of four was laid to rest 
at St. John’s Cemetery in 
Middle Village.

Guerra, 38, had raced 
with his partner, Police Of-
ficer Rosa Rodriguez, 36, 
to evacuate tenants from a 
Coney Island housing de-
velopment the afternoon of 
April 6 after 911 calls came 
in about a fire. He suffered 
smoke inhalation and died 
Wednesday morning, the 
NYPD said.

Three days later, Guer-
ra was remembered by 
loved ones as a handyman, 
jokester and grill master, 
sporting an apron that read 
“Grill master: The Man, 
The Myth, The Legend.”

“I believe he liked 
cooking just so he could get 
the family together,” said 
his brother-in-law, Curtis 
Mitchell.

Mitchell said his 

brother-in-law was a loving 
husband to his wife, Cathy, 
and father to his four chil-
dren — Kathleen, 20; Jona-
than, 17; Alyssa, 14; and 
Zachary, 7.

“It is going to be terri-
bly difficult not having you 
in our lives and just down 
the block, but I know you 
will be in heaven smiling 
down on us,” Mitchell said.

Police Commissioner 
Bill Bratton described 
Guerra’s legacy in the Po-
lice Department. Guerra’s 
father, Dennis, had been 
a detective in Queens and 
his mother, Miriam, had 
worked as a school safety 
officer.

“He probably never 
told his dad outright that 
he wanted to be a cop like 
him, but he never missed 

a chance to ask him every-
thing about the adventures 
of being a New York City 
detective,” the police com-
missioner said. 

Guerra first served 
as a school safety officer 
and then a city correction 
officer before joining the 
NYPD eight years ago, 
where he seemed to revel in 
his work, Bratton said.

Guerra would text his 
father, often attaching im-
ages of confiscated gun or 
drugs.

“He was saying, ‘Look, 
Dad, I’m out there. I’m get-
ting it done. I’m starting the 
way you started. I’m carry-
ing forth the next genera-
tion of what you started,’” 
Bratton said. “That was 
two men named Dennis - a 
father and a son, each one 

proud of the other.” 
“It is so much more 

than a just job. It is a call-
ing. It is the most reward-
ing job of all. Every day 
you can make a difference. 
Every day you can save a 
life.” the police commis-
sioner said. “The thing that 
keeps us is that no one dies 
in vain. Dennis did not die 
in vain.” 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said Guerra had worked to 
help others during Hurri-
cane Sandy and then took 
refuge with his family in a 
loved one’s home after his 
own Far Rockaway house 
was damaged by the storm.

“Because the whole 
family was such a wonder-
ful group of animal lovers, 
there were almost as many 

Jack, a 6-year-old Yorkshire Terrier, is in stable condition at the 
ASPCA Animal Hospital following an Astoria shooting. 

Photo courtesy ASPCA

An American flag is presented to Police Officer Dennis Guerra’s widow, Cathy, who is joined by her 
children, including 7-year-old Zachary (l.), at his Rockaway Beach funeral. Photo by Christina Santucci

Police kill man, 86, 
who shot daughter

Queens mourns hero cop 
Far Rockaway offi cer loses life in Brooklyn fi re that injured partner 

Continued on Page 58
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BY BILL PARRY

When Mayor Bill de 
Blasio announced the Ma-
cy’s 4th of July Fireworks 
were returning back to 
the East River for the first 
time in five years, he made 
it clear it was all about the 
numbers and inclusion.

“This fits with one 
of the most fundamental 
ideas that’s guided my ad-
ministration - the notion 
of inclusion. The notion of 
making sure that we get the 
wonderful attributes of this 
city to be enjoyed by the 
greatest number of people,” 
he said.

The nation’s largest 
pyrotechnic display moved 
to the Hudson River in 2009 
to celebrate the 400th anni-
versary of Henry Hudson’s 
discovery but did not return 
despite de Blasio’s “years of 
effort” while serving as the 
city’s public advocate.

The mayor cited the 
growing  population in 
Queens and Brooklyn along 
the East River, includ-

ing 2.3 million people in 
Queens and the 2.6 million 
in Brooklyn as the reasons 
for the move.

“You think of how 
much of the population is 
concentrated near the river, 
it’s just a way to reach more 
people,” de Blasio said. 
“It’s not only great for our 
citizens, it’s great for local 
businesses, it’ll be a great 
win for them as well.”

Adding to that busi-
ness pitch, Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said, 
“For those of you who come 
to western Queens and see 
our fireworks; Come early, 
shop in our stores, eat in 
our restaurants, and once 
you see the great things 
that the world’s borough of 
Queens has to offer, come 
back and do it again after 
the fireworks.”

The news was well-
received in several restau-
rants and bars in Long Is-
land City, where some still 
feel economic stress caused 
by flood damage during 
Hurricane Sandy.

“It’s great news, we 
finally have our fireworks 
back,” Riverview Restau-
rant owner Tony Raouf 
said. “It will help Long Is-
land City tremendously.”

The Riverview, at 201 
50th Ave., needed extensive 
repairs after it was flooded 
with 3 feet of water in the 
2012 superstorm.

The Waterfront Crab 
House, at 203 Borden Ave., 
needed $500,000 worth of 
repairs in Sandy’s wake.

“That will really help 

pack the place that night,” 
Crab House manager Bar-
bara Eden said.

At the LIC Bar, at 45-
58 Vernon Blvd., the news 
was especially welcome. 
Damage at the music venue 
was extensive and 7 feet 
of saltwater from the East 
River destroyed its sound 
system, equipment and in-
struments.

The situation was so 
dire the rock super-group 
The Who donated equip-
ment to help LIC Bar get 

back on its feet.
Just before Christ-

mas, owner Brian Porter 
suffered another setback. 
A kitchen fire closed his 
Manhattan restaurant and 
it has yet to reopen.

“We could surely use 
a booster shot and we’re 
ecstatic at having the fire-
works back, especially on 
a Friday night,” Gustavo 
Rodriguez said.

Rodriguez books the 
music acts at LIC Bar and 
is now working on a lineup 
of local talent to fill an out-
door show he will stage as 
a preliminary for the fire-
works.

“When the fireworks 
are on the East River, it’s 
like Christmas here in LIC, 
I’ve never seen crowds like 
it before or since, it’s won-
derful for business,” Rodri-
guez said.

The one-night boost 
to the economy is not con-
fined to the waterfront, ac-
cording to Rob MacKay, of 
the Queens Economic De-
velopment Corp.

“Not only for restau-
rants, bars and other busi-
nesses, but there are strate-
gic places like rooftops that 
are poised for a big payday,” 
he said.

One of those locations 
is the Z Hotel, with its 
5,000-square-foot rooftop 
lounge. The hotel is situated 
at 11-01 43rd Ave., just south 
of the Ed Koch-Queensboro 
Bridge.

“I am so excited. It is 
huge and it is about time 
the fireworks are back,” 
the hotel’s marketing direc-
tor, Lisa Gneo, said. “We’re 
going to put together a won-
derful plan of action for 
that night, for sure.”

But not everyone was 
happy to hear the news.

Gianna Cerbone-Teoli, 
owner of Manducatis Rus-
tica, said, “I am going to 
close because it’s a Friday 
night and people will have 
been drinking all day long. 
The crowds come in to use 
the bathrooms, and that’s 
when trouble starts.”

Fireworks on the Hudson River are visible from a rooftop in 
Sunnyside. The festivities are slated to return to the East River af-
ter a five-year hiatus. AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek

Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks show returns to East River

Best Wishes
to all our friends and neighbors 

for a Happy and Healthy

Passover & Easter

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BY JOAN BROWN 
WETTINGFELD

On Monday, May 1, 
1939, the headline in The 
New York Times read: 
“President Roosevelt Opens 
fair As a Symbol of Peace.” 
Roosevelt in his first public 
utterance since German 
Chancellor Adolf Hitler 
had virtually rejected his 
plan for peace in the next 
decade, dedicated the fair 
to uniting the nations of 
the Western Hemisphere — 
to encouraging peace and 
good will among nations. 
He voiced the hope that 
“time would break down 
the barriers to tranquillity 
on the Continent.”

The earlier Century 
of Progress Exposition 
in Chicago had produced 
prosperity and prestige for 
Chicago, and businessmen 
and politicians in other 
American cities became in-
creasingly “fair conscious.”  
New York’s interest in the 
idea of a genesis of a fair in-
cluded business, but there 
were two other factors of 
importance:

1. The desire to observe 
the 150th anniversary of 
our federal government, 
honoring when Washing-
ton took his inaugural oath 
in New York City on April 
30th, 1789 and:

2. Also the chance of 

an opportunity to create 
a parkland from a thou-
sand acres of “odoriferous” 
dump.

New York World’s 
Fair 1939 Incorporated was 
formed in October 1935. 
Grover Whalen and Parks 
Commissioner Robert Mo-
ses were actively involved. 
The list of exhibitors would 
include 60 countries, the 
League of Nations, 33 states 
and territories, the Works 
Progress Administration 
and the City of New York. 
The theme took an optimis-
tic and festive view. 

Though the plan was 
for the largest fair ever or-
ganized to date, it was to 
begin in the midst of the 
Great Depression. Hopes 
imbued the plan with an op-
timistic view of the future. 
Its main thrust was to con-
centrate on demonstrating 
the potential for the future 
of the use of science and 
technology.

It is interesting to note 
as an aside that the 1893 
World’s Columbian Expo-
sition in Chicago inspired 
the birth of Coney Island 
and indirectly inspired 
Walt Disney to create later 
on his famous Disneyland.

To support their vi-
sion of a high-tech world of 
tomorrow, fair exhibitors 
employed the best known 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

In Queens, as in all 
America, untold numbers 
of lives had been hardened 

by America’s worst 
economic depression, but 

a decision reached by New 
York City’s business and 

civic elite one autumn 
evening in 1935 brought a 

glimmer of hope.
These city fathers who 

met at the Ritz-Carlton Ho-
tel in Manhattan had de-
cided to hold what would 
be the greatest world’s fair. 
The location: Flushing 
Meadow in Queens.

Mayor Fiorello La-
Guardia toured the site 
of the fair a day later and 
stood on the crest of a new 
overpass at Grand Cen-
tral Parkway and Nassau 
Boulevard and listened to 
descriptions of what was 
to come by Parks Commis-
sioner Robert Moses.

“This staggers the 
imagination,” said LaGuar-
dia.

Never mind that the 
New York World’s Fair was 
more than three years in 
the future. Work on the site 
was to start soon and first 
reports said it would ulti-
mately create anywhere 
from 20,000 to 50,000 jobs.

A Chance for Queens
The Long Island Daily 

Press said it was “A Chance 
for Queens.”

“There is every reason 
why the fair should be an-
ticipated as a major factor 
in stimulating a new wave 
of industrial and business 
prosperity through the 
country,” the newspaper 
said.

Max Gertz of the Gertz 
Department store in Jamai-
ca, agreed.

“All of Queens should 
benefit,” Gertz said. “For 
two years, there will be a 
constant stream of people 
directed here from all parts 

of the continent.”
Anything that would 

create jobs was welcome in 
a nation that suffered from 
17.2 percent unemployment. 
A survey showed that 91 
percent of Queens apart-
ments rented for less than 
$60 a month. But it took 
income to pay even that, a 
goal that eluded so many 
unemployed citizens.

Economic Woes
New York state provid-

ed modest financial help, 
which was then called “re-
lief.”

Congress had only 
months before passed a 
law providing Social Secu-
rity, but nobody would get a 
check until 1940.

Thousands of job ap-
plicants rioted for hours at 
the Municipal Building in 
Manhattan in a struggle 
to get hired as messengers, 
attendants and watchmen 
in city offices. It took six 
carloads of police to restore 
order.

In a couple of hours, 
more than 4,000 Queens 

residents had lined up to 
get permits to rent rooms 
to fairgoers and those who 
worked there.

Sirloin steak sold for 
around 22 cents in much 
of Queens in the mid-1930s 
and in 1939, Olympic Mo-
tor Sales of 137-03 Northern 
Blvd. Flushing advertised 
new Oldsmobiles for $777 
but other new cars could be 
bought for even less.

The New York World’s 
Fair committee, headed 
by George McAneny, a 
prominent member of the 
business community, first 
said the fair would cost $40 
million but by one month 
before the April 30, 1939 
opening day, it had cost $71 
million with $80 million 
more needed.

Garden Spot?
Peter Horn, president 

of the Central Queens Al-
lied Civic Council, said 
“the site selected is a gar-
den spot in the heart of the 
city,” predicting it would 
increase home ownership 
in Queens.

The 1,216-acre site of 
what was once known as 
Flushing Flats was logical 
but whether it was a “gar-
den spot” was open to ques-
tion.

F. Scott Fitzgerald, in 
“The Great Gatsby,” de-
scribed it as “A valley of 
ashes — a fantastic farm 
where ashes grew like 
wheat into ridges and hills 
and grotesque gardens 
bounded on one side by a 
small, foul river.”

For 35 years the Brook-
lyn Ash Removal Co. had 
dumped ashes and refuse 
smoldering 24 hours a day 
and exuding a chemical mi-
asma that denied growth of 
any living thing. Corona 
and Flushing were still 
dumping refuse there in 
1935. The reclamation proj-
ect to clean it up took three 
years.

“Yet, the “World of 
Tomorrow,” as the 1939 
World’s Fair was known, 
rose phoenix-like from this 
noisome environment and 
also raised expectations a 
bit for Americans whose 
living standards had been 

The first World’s Fair in Queens featured setups by large companies like Ford (pictured). 
Photo courtesy Greater Astoria Historical Society

A woman poses in front of the Eastman Kodak display at the 1939 
World’s Fair. Photo courtesy Greater Astoria Historical Society

Boro marks milestones            

Continued on Page 58

Roosevelt proclaims
expo a peace symbol

1939 exhibits on future bring hope

Continued on Page 53
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BY BILL YOUNG 

In 1964 and 1965 millions of 
people came to Queens to see a 
glimpse into the future, to get a 
taste of life in other cultures and 
to try to achieve the lofty goal of 
the World’s Fair: to attain “Peace 
through Understanding.”

The 1964/1965 New York 
World’s Fair was the second 
World’s Fair to be held at Flush-
ing Meadows Park in Queens in 
the 20th century. It opened April 
21, 1964, for two six-month sea-
sons that concluded Oct. 21, 1965. 

It was the largest World’s 
Fair ever to be held in the United 
States occupying nearly a square 
mile of land. Truly a “universal 
and international” class exposi-
tion, it was not sanctioned by the 
Bureau of International Exposi-
tions and is often overlooked by 
historians because it was not an 
“official” World’s Fair. This lack 
of BIE endorsement meant that 
many large European nations 
including Great Britain, France 
and Germany, as well as Canada 
and Australia, chose not to par-
ticipate in the fair. Most interna-
tional exhibits were sponsored by 
tourism and industrial concerns 
and not officially sanctioned by 
their governments. 

More important to this expo-
sition than international partici-
pation was extensive involvement 
of United States corporations as 
exhibitors. American industry 
spent millions of dollars to cre-
ate elaborate, crowd-pleasing ex-
hibits. Critics of the fair charged 
that the heavy influence of indus-
try created an overly commercial 
atmosphere. 

The fair’s theme was “Peace 
Through Understanding,” dedi-
cated to “Man’s Achievement on a 
Shrinking Globe in an Expanding 
Universe” and was often referred 
to as an “Olympics of Progress.” 
The theme center was a 12-story 
high, stainless-steel model of the 
earth called the Unisphere with 
the orbit tracks of three satellites 
encircling the giant globe. 

By the time the gates closed 
more than 51 million people had 
attended the exposition; a respect-
able attendance for a World’s Fair 
but some 20 percent below the pro-

jected attendance of 70 million. 
The exposition ended with huge 

financial losses amid allegations 
of gross mismanagement. 

Today the 1964/1965 New 
York World’s Fair is remembered 
as a cultural highlight of mid-
20th century America. It repre-
sents an era best known as “The 
Space Age” when mankind took 
its first steps toward space explo-
ration and it seemed that technol-
ogy would provide the answers to 
all of the world’s problems. The 
exhibits at the fair echoed a blind 
sense of optimism in the future 
that was prevalent in the late 
1950s and early 1960s. Its architec-
ture can be labeled as “Populux” 
or “Googie” where flying saucer 
shapes, vast cantilevers and tow-
ering forms make up the majority 
of pavilion design. 

Controversial Beginnings 
The fair was conceived by a 

group of New York businessmen 
who fondly remembered their 

childhood experiences at the 
1939/1940 New York World’s Fair 
and wanted to provide that same 
experience for their children and 
grandchildren. Thoughts of an 
economic boom to the city as the 
result of increased tourism was 
also a major reason for holding 
another fair a scant 25 years after 
the 1939/1940 extravaganza. 

World’s Fairs in the United 
States are not government fi-
nanced. Organizers must turn 
to private financing and the sale 
of bonds to pay the huge costs 
to stage them. The organizers 
turned to New York’s “Master 
Builder,” Robert Moses, to head 
the corporation established to 
run the fair because he was ex-
perienced in raising money for 
vast projects. Moses had been 
a formidable figure in the city 
since coming to power in the 
1930s. He was responsible for the 
construction of much of the city’s 
highway infrastructure and, as 

parks commissioner for decades, 
the creation of much of the city’s 
park system. 

In the mid-1930s he oversaw 
the conversion of a vast Queens 
garbage dump into the glitter-
ing fairgrounds that hosted the 
1939/1940 World’s Fair. Called 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
it was Moses’s grandest park 
scheme. He envisioned this vast 
park, comprising some 1,300 
acres of land and located in the 
geographical center of the city, 
as a major recreational play-
ground for New Yorkers. When 
the 1939/1940 World’s Fair ended 
in financial failure, Moses did not 
have the available funds to com-
plete work on his project. He saw 
the 1964/1965 fair as just the ve-
hicle to complete Flushing Mead-
ows Park. 

Moses realized that in order 
to ensure profits for the park, the 
fair corporation would have to 
maximize receipts from the fair. 
The fair would need an atten-
dance of 70 million people in or-
der to turn a profit. This led to the 
first of two decisions which would 
cause the fair to come to blows 
with the Bureau of International 
Expositions, the international 
body headquartered in Paris 
that sanctions World’s Fairs. The 
corporation determined that at-
tendance that large would mean 
the fair would have to run for two 
years. BIE rules state that an ex-
position may only run for one six-
month period. Secondly, the cor-
poration decided to charge rent to 
exhibitors. This was also a direct 
violation of BIE rules, which say 
that no host may charge exhibi-
tors rentals. In addition, Mon-
treal, Canada, had been selected 
to host the Universal and Interna-
tional Exposition of 1967 (Expo67) 
and BIE rules say that only one 
Universal exposition may be held 
within a 10-year time span. 

Moses was undaunted by the 
BIE’s rules when he journeyed to 
Paris to seek official approval for 
the New York fair. When the BIE 
balked at New York’s application, 
Moses, used to having his way in 
New York, angered the members 
of the BIE by taking his case to 
the press, publicly expressing 

   for unforgettable fairs 

Continued on Page 54

American industry starred in 1964 event 

A poster from the World’s Fair, which 
first opened 50 years ago in 1964 and 
returned for a second year in 1965, is 
on display at the Queens Museum. 

AP Photo/ Beth J. Harpaz

A helicopter hovers above a fountain full of classic cars at the 1964 World’s Fair. 
Photo courtesy Greater Astoria Historical Society
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This classic yeasted 
waffle recipe produces waf-
fles that are wonderfully 
crisp outside, and creamy-
smooth and moist inside. 
You can choose to prepare 
the batter for these waffles 
and cook it after an hour, 
or let the batter rest over-
night in the fridge, where it 
develops some real depth of 
flavor, yeasty and rich. 

INGREDIENTS:
1 1/2 cups lukewarm 

milk
6 tablespoons butter, 

melted
3/4 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon vanilla ex-

tract
2 large eggs
2 cups King Arthur 

Unbleached All-Purpose 
Flour

1 1/2 teaspoons instant 
yeast

Confectioners’ sugar 
for dusting.

1 Quart of fresh straw-
berries

4 cups whipped cream

DIRECTIONS:
1) Combine all of the 

ingredients in a large bowl, 
leaving room for expan-
sion; the mixture will bub-
ble and grow. 

2) Stir to combine; it’s 
OK if the mixture isn’t per-
fectly smooth. 

3) Cover with plastic 
wrap, and let rest at room 
temperature for 1 hour; 
the mixture will begin to 
bubble. You can cook the 
waffles at this point, or 
refrigerate the batter over-
night to cook waffles the 
next day. 

4) Preheat your waffle 
iron. Spray with non-stick 
vegetable oil spray, and 

pour 2/3 to 3/4 cup batter 
(or the amount recommend-
ed by the manufacturer) 
onto the center of the iron. 
Close the lid and bake for 
the recommended amount 
of time, until the waffle is 
golden brown. It takes us 5 
to 6 minutes, using our 7” 
Belgian-style (deep-pocket) 
waffle iron. 

5) Serve immediately, 
or keep warm in a 200°F 
oven. Serve with berries 
and whipped cream, and 
sprinkle with confection-
er’s sugar.

Yield: about 4 Belgian-
style (deep-pocket) 7” round 
waffles. 

Recipe courtesy of King 
Arthur Unbleached All-Pur-
pose Flour

 

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Ask just about anyone 
who visited the 1964 World’s 
Fair in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park what they re-
member eating, and you’ll 
get the same answer—Bel-
gian waffles.  This gussied 
up breakfast food was, in-
deed, the iconic comestible 
of the fest.  But contrary to 
the commonly held belief of 
Queens loyalists, they were 
not invented for that event.

Waffle irons, that is, 
paired metal plates with 
depressions or engravings, 
filled with batter or dough, 
and cooked over fire have 
been around since the Iron 
Age.  Thomas Jefferson re-
turned to the United States 
from his position as minis-
ter to France with a pasta 
machine and a long-han-

dled waffle iron that enclos-
es the batter and gives the 
waffle crispness and shape. 
This begins the trend of 
“waffle frolics,” or waffle 
parties, where guests can 

enjoy their waffles sweet 
(with maple syrup or mo-
lasses) or savory (topped 
with kidney stew).

So-called Belgian Waf-
fles (there are many styles 
eaten in Belgium) made 
their World’s Fair debut at 
Expo 58, the Brussels 1958 
World’s Fair.  They were 
made and sold by a man 
named Walter Cleyman, 
who dusted them with pow-
dered sugar, and topped 
them with whipped cream 
and fresh fruit.  In 1962 he 
brought his waffle-making 
operation to the Seattle 
World’s Fair.  

Maurice Vermesch, 
another Belgian who may 
or may not also have had a 
Belgian Waffle concession 
at the Seattle fair, was the 
man behind the Belgian 

Waffle makers, which are now 
used to create sumptuous 
breakfast foods sometimes 
topped with strawberries, ba-
nanas and whipped cream, have 
been around since Iron Age. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

When you’re ready to heat up 
the iron, here’s a recipe to try

Belgian waffl es hit Seattle 
before 1964 World’s Fair

*   360 monthly payments of $4.70 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual Percentage 
Rate) and monthly payment term apply when you are financing up to 80% of the 
purchase price with 2 points. If you are financing more than 80%, the APR and monthly 
payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private Mortgage Insurance). Rates in effect as 
of 04/14/2014. Rates and terms may change without notice. MCU finances 1-4 family 
homes, Condos and Co-Ops located in New York and New Jersey. Loans and interest 
rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required. 

**  Available to well qualified members applying for eligible transaction types. Closing 
costs paid by Municipal Credit Union (“MCU”) will be applied to MCU’s  application 
fee, commitment fee and attorney fee. (The application fee is collected at 
application and will be rebated if and when loan closes.) For further details, 
call us today at 212-238-3521.

Apply for an MCU Mortgage today!

212-238-3521 | nymcu.org/mortgages

Home
Sweet Home

J U S T  G O T  A  L I T T L E  S W E E T E R

3 0  Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E

4.081%3.875%
APR*Rate

Save up to $1,500 on closing fees**

Continued on Page 52

World’s Fairs
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© 2014 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

          

              

*877-786-6560                                              myNYCB.com
*

New York Community Bancorp
Americaí s Top Performing Large Thrift*

*New York Community Bancorp has been rated the Top Performing Thrift in the nation for 2012 among thrifts with $3.0 billion or more in assets, as reported by SNL Financial.
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Join the WNYC sleep project. 
Track your zzzzs with the WNYC community data 
experiment … and fi nd out how your sleep compares
to other people’s in New York City.

It’s easy to participate online or with our free sleep app. 
Sign up or learn more at wnyc.org/sleepdata

#sleepdata

Are you 
getting 
enough?

FLUSHING — Police were 
looking for a man who allegedly 
yelled Islamophobic slurs at a 
15-year-old girl onboard a Q88 bus 
at the corner of Horace Harding 
Expressway and Kissena Boule-
vard.

Police said the harassment 
occurred at around 9 a.m. April 7.

In addition to the anti-Muslim 
statements, the suspect spat on the 
teen and raised his fist, threaten-
ing to punch her, police said.

JACKSON HEIGHTS — Police were searching for a teenager they 
said disappeared from Jackson Heights last weekend.

Deani Black, 13, was last seen around 8 a.m. April 12 at her home 
on 88th Street, according to the NYPD.

She is described as a black female, 5-foot-3 and 135 pounds. She 
was last seen wearing a black leather jacket, white jeans and gray and 
green sneakers. Police said she is in good physical condition.

FLUSHING — Police were seeking the public’s help find-
ing a Flushing man who has been missing for five months.

Li Yu Lin, 24, was last seen at his apartment in Flushing 
around 11 p.m. Nov. 4.

Police described Lin as 5-foot-11, weighing 170 pounds 
and with brown eyes and shot black hair. He was last seen 
wearing a light blue jacket, blue jeans and carrying a black 
book bag, police said.

Blotter

MIDDLE VILLAGE — Two Queens 
business owners have been charged in sep-
arate tax evasion cases for allegedly steal-
ing more than $162,000 in unpaid sales 
tax combined, Queens DA Richard Brown 
said.

MSM Arrangement LLC, at 132-22 
Springfield Blvd. in Springfield Gardens, 
and its owner, Maurice Letman, 34, were 
charged with second-degree larceny and 
third-degree criminal tax fraud for alleg-
edly stealing more than $100,000 in sales 
tax, according to a criminal complaint 
filed by Brown.

Michael’s Automotive & Bodyworks, 
at 69-01 Metropolitan Ave. in Middle Vil-
lage, along with its owner, Michelangelo 
Causi, 59, are facing charges that include 
second- and third-degree grand larceny, 
first-degree falsifying business records 
and third-degree criminal tax fraud for al-
legedly failing to pay $62,301 in taxes, the 
DA said.

If convicted, the defendants could face 
up to 15 years in prison and their corpora-
tions could be fined up to $10,000 or double 
the amount of the illegal gain.
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Exactly 50 years to the day 
after the 1964 World’s Fair 
opened, the New York State 
Pavilion’s Tent of Tomorrow will 
be available for the public to 
tour and photograph.
When: April 22, from 11 am to 
2 pm
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free

“When the World Came 
to Queens” — Author and 
historian Bill Cotter will share 
stories and photographs from 
both the 1939 fair and the 1964 
fair, which he attended as a 
12-year-old boy.
When: April 22, 3 pm and 7 
pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $10/suggested donation, 
reservations are required
Contact: (718) 760-0064

Andy Warhol’s “13 Most 
Wanted Men” and the 1964 
World’s Fair — As part of 
a prominent set of public 
commissions for the Philip 
Johnson-designed New York 
State Pavilion’s exterior, Andy 
Warhol opted to enlarge mug 
shots from the NYPD booklet 
featuring the 13 most wanted 
criminals from 1962. The 
evening before the fair opened, 
offi cials painted over Warhol’s 
work with silver paint. These 
prints were made from the 
original screens before Warhol 
destroyed them.
When: April 27 to Sept. 7
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/adults suggested, 
$4/seniors and students 
suggested; Free/children under 
12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

The World Comes to Queens: 
Films from the 1939 and 1964 
World’s Fairs — Sponsored 
fi lms from both fairs captured 
behind-the-scenes activities, 
families enjoying the festivities 
and profi les of companies 
represented at the events. 
Films will be shown on a 
continuous loop.
When: April 30 to Aug. 31
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: $12/adults, $9/seniors 
and students, $6/children 3 -12, 
Free/children under 3
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

“Moving the World to the 
1964 World’s Fair” — A photo 

exhibit.
When: May 5 to Nov. 12
Where: AirTrain JFK Jamaica 
and Howard Beach stations

“Harvesting our History: The 
Birth of Queens Botanical 
Garden” — The Queens 
Botanical Garden traces its 
history to the 1939 World’s Fair 
“Gardens on Parade” exhibition. 
This exhibit uses the garden’s 
archives from both fairs. 
When: May 6 to Sept. 28
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/
students and children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Build It! — A LEGO workshop 
at the Queens Theatre. Each 
participant receives a mini-
model of the New York State 
Pavilion.
When: Saturday, May 17, four 
sessions: 10 am, noon, 2 pm, 
4 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-0064

World’s Fair Anniversary 
Festival — Games, infl atable 
rides, crafts, tours of historic 
World’s Fair sculptures, 
structures and memorabilia 
and a free concert.
When: Sunday, May 19, from 1 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
 
World’s Fair Train Show — The 
Long Island Garden Railway 
Society presents a working 
G-scale model train exhibit in a 
World’s Fair setting. Festivities 
include food and craft vendors, 
a trackless train ride and 
concert.
When: Saturday, May 24; 
Sunday, May 25; Monday, May 26 
from 10 am-5 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/
students and children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

“The Designing Eye: 
Exposition Posters from 
1893-2000” — An exhibit of 
30 World’s Fair posters from a 
100-year period and spanning 
several continents.
When: May 25 through Aug. 31
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/adults suggested, 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Robert Moses’ uncom-
promising attitude toward 
opposition to everything 
from freeways to tunnels 
made him a villain to many 
neighborhood activists and 
he left an enduring mark on 
the landscape of Queens.

As New York City 
Parks commissioner, Mo-
ses was appointed to over-
see the clearing of Flush-
ing Meadow, the site for the 
1939 World’s Fair.

As he had done in his 
more than four decades as 
New York City’s most pro-
digious builder, Moses re-
lentlessly pushed forward 
his projects, brushed aside 
protests and repeatedly 
warned of failure if sched-
ules were not met in the 
years leading toward the 
scheduled opening of the 
fair.

Moses was more than 
satisfied with the plan for 
the fair and said so pub-
licly.

“The landscape of this 
fair has been compared 
with Versailles, but unlike 
the pleasure grounds of 
French Royalty, this will be 
adapted to the recreational 
demands and habits of 
large numbers of citizens,” 
he said.

In early 1936, Moses 
warned that any further 
delays “will be fatal” to the 
success of the fair.

A few months later, Mo-
ses complained of “weak-
nesses” on the World’s Fair 
committee. He named no 
names.

“It is now not impossi-
ble but improbable that the 
fair can open on schedule 
in 1939,” he said.

Still later in 1936, 
Moses resigned from the 
World’s Fair Committee 
board of directors. Grover 
Whalen, president of the 
committee, hastened to 
deny Moses’ resignation 
was in “any way” due to 
a disagreement between 
Moses and anyone on the 

committee. As for Moses, 
he demanded that his res-
ignation be given no public-
ity since it was “a routine 
affair.”

State Sen. Joseph Nu-
nan at one point offered a 
suggestion on legal aspects 
of Flushing Meadow and 
the World’s Fair Commis-
sion.

“It’s absurd,” said Mo-
ses, dismissing the sugges-
tion. “It must be a joke.”

Queens civic lead-
ers complained to city of-
ficials in 1937 that Moses 
was a conducting himself 
like a “dictator” in issuing 
zoning regulations in the 
area adjacent to the World’s 
Fair.

Moses had decided to 
limit electric signs, automo-
biles, amusement facilities 
trailer camps and parking 
areas in an attempt to pres-
ent what he called a “high 
tone” to the area.

Moses was, of course, 
at his pluperfect pinnacle of 
efficiency when it came to 
the tremendous project to 
turn Flushing Meadow into 
a site for the 1939 World’s 
Fair.

Robert Caro explains 
in his book, “The Power 
Broker. Robert Moses and 
the Fall of New York”:

“The work of filling 
and grading was begun on 
schedule — and finished on 
schedule. And at any hour 
of the day or night Moses 
would appear to make sure 
that there was no delay. 
His only heartbreak was 
the fact that once every 24 
hours, the machinery was 

stopped 20 minutes for oil-
ing.”

“Extravagant and un-
necessary” said Moses of 
a proposal to build a spur 
of the IND subway to the 
World’s Fair. He lost that 
one.

To suggest that Moses 
had many irons in the fire 
in those days was an under-
statement. At the time of the 
planning of the 1939 World’s 
Fair he was also Parks com-
missioner and he presided 
over other great projects as 
well, several during the era 
of the fair.

Among Moses’ projects 
in Queens are the Grand 
Central Parkway, the Van 
Wyck Expressway, the 
Whitestone Expressway, 
the Clearview Expressway, 
the Throgs Neck Express-
way, the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway, Shea Stadium, 
the Laurelton Parkway, the 
Bronx-Whitestone Bridge, 
the Throgs Neck Bridge, 
Astoria Park, Kissena 
Park, Cunningham Park,  
Alley Pond Park and the 
Queens-Midtown Tunnel.

Moses also demon-
strated his dedication to 
preservation of the public 
order.

On Aug. 17, 1937, Moses 
chased down and ordered 
the arrest of a truck driver 
who was weaving in and 
out of traffic at 60 mph on 
the Triborough Bridge. The 
speed limit was 30 mph.

Or, more accurately, 
Moses’ chauffeur chased 
down and caught the errant 
trucker. Moses, who never 
learned to drive, was rid-
ing in his limousine at the 
time.

In court, Moses used 
toy vehicles to demonstrate 
before a judge how he said 
the incident took place. He 
testified that his driver 
slammed on the brakes to 
avoid getting sideswiped by 
the truck

The truck driver, Eu-
gene Bartoli, 39, of North 
Bergen, N.J. was found 
guilty and fined $25.

Robert Moses oversaw the clearing of Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park for the 1939 World’s Fair, which included a waterfall. 

Photo courtesy Greater Astoria Historical Society

Moses left imprint on boro
Powerful Parks commissioner altered landscape for 1939 fair

Continued on Page 52

World’s Fairs

New York City Parks 
Commissioner Robert Moses is 
pictured with model of the pro-
posed Battery Bridge. 

Photo courtesy MTA 
Bridges and Tunnels  

Special Archive

WORLD’S FAIR ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
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BRONX, NY, April 4, 2014 -- The Archbishop of New 
York, Timothy Cardinal Dolan, celebrated Mass recently 
at Calvary Hospital for more than 140 patients, families, 
employees, and special guests. Afterwards His Eminence 
visited with many patients and their visitors. He also vis-
ited the Hospital’s Kosher Hospitality Room and Shabbos 
Lounge. Cardinal Dolan serves as honorary chairman of 
Calvary Hospital.

In 2012, Calvary and Yeshiva University’s affiliated 
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS) an-
nounced a pioneering collaboration to provide rabbinic 
consultation to the observant Jewish community about 
end-of-life care in accordance with Jewish law. Several 
representatives from Yeshiva University were on hand to 
meet with the Archbishop including

Edward R. Burns, M.D., Executive Dean, Albert Ein-
stein School of Medicine, and Rabbi Menachem Penner, 
Dean of RIETS. Each year, the Hospital cares for hundreds 
of Jewish patients at their Bronx hospital, 25-bed Brook-
lyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical Center, as well as with 
home care and home hospice throughout the greater New 
York area.

Calvary Hospital is the nation’s only fully accredited 
acute care specialty hospital devoted exclusively to pro-
viding palliative care to adult advanced cancer patients. 
A 225-bed facility with locations in the Bronx and Brook-
lyn, Calvary is the model for the relief of cancer pain and 
symptoms for more than a century. More than 6,000 pa-
tients are cared for annually by Calvary’s inpatient, out-
patient, home, hospice, nursing home hospice, and wound 
care services. To learn more or sign up for the e-newslet-
ter, Calvary Life, please go to www.calvaryhospital.org.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Timothy Cardinal Dolan Celebrates Mass at Calvary Hospital

These items are memo-
rabilia from the 1964-65 
World’s Fair. Many kinds 
of souvenirs from both 
New York  expos have 
become collector’s items 
and the Queens Museum 
in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park has some of 
them on display.
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

MASPETH EARTH DAY
Recycling Fair

• Paper Shredding

• Electronics Recycling –
including old computers, phones,

and old electronic items

• VIN etching – save money
on car insurance

• Composting information provided
by a representative of

Sponsored by:

MASPETH FEDERAL SAVINGS
Council Member Elizabeth Crowley,

104th Precinct, and C.O.M.E.T.

Saturday, April 26th – 1:00-4:00 pm
Maspeth Federal

Savings parking lot
69th St. & Grand Ave.,

Maspeth, NY 11378
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Response times of EMS must be improved 
An open letter to state 

Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) and City Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows):

O
n April 11, a neighbor 
of mine collapsed on 
Burden Crescent, a 
short distance from 

Jamaica Hospital, and 911 
was called by an eyewit-
ness of the fall at 4:45 p.m. 
I witnessed a Wyckoff Hos-
pital ambulance arriving 
at the scene at 4:55 p.m., 10 
minutes later.

The patient was al-
ready being given CPR by 
two other witnesses when 

EMS had arrived. EMS did 
not immediately transfer 
the patient to a controlled 
environment inside the 
ambulance until more than 
five minutes later for any 
advanced cardiac life sup-
port protocol. The transfer 
was ordered by an FDNY 
supervisor who arrived on 
the scene in response to a 
second 911 call.

He radioed that the 
emergency was “cardiac 
arrest.” The patient was 
declared dead at 5:31 p.m. 
that evening at Jamaica 
Hospital.

If it were indeed cardi-

ac arrest “with the sudden 
and complete loss of car-
diac function ... no pulse ... 
patient loses consciousness 
... respiration ceases almost 
immediately ... and death is 
virtually inevitable unless 
effective treatment is giv-
en promptly (“Davidson’s 
Principles and Practice of 
Medicine,” 1995), then it 
was a poor EMS response 
time of 10 minutes for such 
an emergency.

According to Standard 
First Aid and Personal 
Safety of the American Red 
Cross Society, “the average 
person may die in six min-

utes or less if his oxygen 
supply is cut off.”

I am requesting that 
a full investigation of 911 
and EMS commence, since 
a 10-minute EMS response 
time is unacceptable un-
der national response time 
standards and particularly 
futile in cases of cardiac 
arrest, where time is of the 
essence.

EMS failed a person, a 
family and Briarwood. This 
must not happen again any-
where in New York City.

Joseph N. Manago
Briarwood

PUNCTUALITY PROBLEM
We may have missed the deadline for evaluating May-

or Bill de Blasio’s first 100 days in office, but we know he’ll 
forgive us as the champion of fashionable lateness.

As a neophyte mayor he can claim bragging rights to 
a reform of the city’s demeaning stop-and-frisk policy, paid 
sick leave for some of our most vulnerable workers in low-
paying industries, such as food services, and the adoption 
of universal pre-K.

These are big achievements for the top honcho of the 
nation’s largest city in the early stages of his first term, 
but some of the glow has been eclipsed by critics fussing 
over his decidedly not-on-time schedule.

In a recent New York Times interview, the mayor said 
punctuality was sorely overrated and justified his late ar-
rival at public events by pointing out that former President 
George W. Bush was always on time.

“Unfortunately, he left the nation in worse shape than 
how he found it,” the mayor said of the two-term GOPer.

Here was another case of our mayor throwing a public 
official under the bus, where Dubya found himself shoul-
der-to-shoulder with ex-Mayor Michael Bloomberg among 
the wheels of the Q32. But Gov. Andrew Cuomo, a Demo-
cratic lonsman, is still waiting at the curb despite his end 
runs around de Blasio on taxing the rich for universal pre-
K and charter schools.

De Blasio is a talented and inspiring leader who 
should have enough faith in his vision for Queens and the 
rest of the city to lay the groundwork for his own legacy 
and not resort to the blame game.

That said, he has every reason to be angry at 
Bloomberg for sticking him with 152 expired municipal 
labor contracts.

But back to the issue of tardiness.
Woody Allen said “80 percent of life is showing up,” 

although the quintessential New Yorker never specified 
when that should be.

Nevertheless, time is money in this city, and the may-
or is facing some punctuality hardliners who turn on the 
countdown clocks before every mayoral event.

The late Ed Koch was supposedly notoriously late, so 
why jump all over Mayor Bill?

Perhaps because he has an ambitious agenda for the 
city as a progressive and there’s a danger that chronic late-
ness has already distracted from his message.

New York is a tough city and de Blasio needs some 
tough love in the form of a scheduler who will get him to 
his public on time. This will free him to appoint his last 
commissioners and maybe even move into Gracie Man-
sion.
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Gets facts straight on horse carriage industry
I

n response to the edito-
rial published in the 
April 4-10 edition of the 
Bayside Times, we feel it 

is imperative to rebut some 
of the points made regard-
ing horse-drawn carriages 
in New York City.

Unfortunately, the 
truth of the matter is that 
the dangerous and inhu-
mane horse-drawn car-
riage industry in the city 
should have been banned 
long ago. So many accidents 
have occurred where the 
horses have been spooked 
by traffic, crashing into ve-
hicles, or collapsed due to 
heat exhaustion near Cen-
tral Park.

The inherent problem 
with forcing horses to pull 
carriages in Midtown Man-
hattan is that horses have 
a highly developed flight 
drive. This is because they 
evolved as prey animals — 
their natural instinct when 
frightened is to run. Horses 
frighten easily, and one can 
hardly think of an environ-
ment with more frighten-

ing stimuli for a horse than 
Midtown Manhattan. Pas-
sengers and drivers have 
been thrown from car-
riages to the pavement as 
a result of these spooking 
accidents.

The horses also can-
not be expected to func-
tion in such a high volume 
environment during the 
hot summer months in the 
city without collapsing on 
the street. It is a tragedy 
waiting to happen every 
day those horses are on the 
streets. And the carriage 
horses operate far outside 
the confines of the park — 
including Times Square, 
Columbus Circle and Ninth 
Avenue, all areas with 
treacherous traffic condi-
tions. This creates a con-
stant public safety threat.

Although the editorial 
references a Quinnipiac 
poll indicating that more 
than 60 percent of New 
Yorkers oppose a horse-
drawn carriage ban, the 
poll, which surveyed 1,234 
participants, does not tell 

the full story. A more re-
cent, March 2014 Crain’s 
New York Business poll 
surveyed a total of 37,201 
readers, resulting in 76 per-
cent of participants voting 
in favor of a ban — and this 
reflects the overwhelming 
majority of polls taken in 
the past several years.

The editorial further 
references a proposal that 
stables for the horses be 
located in Central Park as 
some kind of compromise. 
This is not possible for sev-
eral reasons, nor would it 
solve the root problem of 
carriage horses operating 
in Midtown Manhattan 
even it if were possible.

First, Central Park is 
a historical landmark and 
the city Parks Department 
and the Central Park Con-
servancy would never ap-
prove turning over a quar-
ter of parkland that would 
be required in order to 
build stables for more than 
200 horses. It is also unac-
ceptable to propose losing 
a quarter of our precious 

public park space in Cen-
tral Park paid for by tax 
dollars to a privately run 
industry.

Second, asking for 
more humane regulations 
is not a solution because the 
rules and regulations we do 
have are not adequate nor 
properly enforced. The city 
agencies responsible for en-
forcing the laws governing 
the carriage horses have 
been asleep at the wheel for 
a long time. State Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) held 
public hearings at City Hall 
years ago that showed this 
to be the case in regards to 
the city Consumer Affairs 
and Health departments.

The truth of the matter 
is that the existing condi-
tions for the carriage horses 
have never been adequate. 
The stall size for the horses 
is legally 60 square feet 
minimum when experts 
recommend that it should 
be 144 square feet for horses 
the size of carriage horses. 
There is also no turn out to 
pasture, something horses 

need every day in order to 
be physically and psycho-
logically healthy.

The fact is that a horse 
needs daily pasture time to 
socialize with other horses 
and mutually groom each 
other to reduce stress. 
There is no way to remedy 
this problem. Working nine 
hours a day in dangerous, 
inhumane conditions on 
hard pavement and then go-
ing back to a tiny stable is 
no life for a horse.

There have been more 
than two dozen serious 
accidents in the past few 
years involving horses run-
ning out of control through 
city streets, crashing into 
cars, dropping dead on the 
street and more. In Decem-
ber 2013, a carriage driver 
was arrested for animal 
cruelty charges when an 
NYPD officer noticed that 
the driver’s horse was visi-
bly injured — the driver ad-
mitted to forcing the horse 
to work for four days.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
has pledged to save these 

horses by taking them out 
of danger and ensuring 
that they are placed into 
safe sanctuaries through a 
ban. Only then will these 
horses have the freedom 
they are denied in the city 
where they have no pasture 
to graze, move about freely, 
interact with other horses 
and simply exist as animals 
instead of being treated as 
machines.

Tony Avella
State Senator

(D-Bayside)

Edita Birnkrant
New York Director

Friends of Animals
Darien, Conn.

Elizabeth Forel
President

Coalition to Ban Horse-
Drawn Carriages

Manhattan

Base taxes on regional income

B
rian and Amy are 
your typical middle-
class New Yorkers. 
They have worked 

hard to build a comfortable 
life for their three children 
in Hicksville, L.I., and 
hoped to remain there to be 
near family.

But every year during 
tax season, they are hit by 
a bill from the federal gov-
ernment that makes them 
question if they will be able 
to continue living in such a 
high-cost area.

I asked Third Way, a 
centrist think tank focused 
on middle-class issues rele-
vant to families in our area, 
to actually crunch the data 
on how much New Yorkers 
pay in federal taxes com-
pared to similar families 
across the country.

The report, “A Tale of 
Three Cities,” compared 

the effects of the federal tax 
code on three typical mid-
dle-class families: one from 
Hicksville, another from 
Akron, Ohio, and a third 
from McAllen, Texas.

The numbers were 
striking. The data shows 
that New Yorkers pay more 
in federal taxes because the 
federal tax code does not 
account for differences in 
wages and costs of living 
across different regions. 
This means that many New 
York families that are sol-
idly middle class and may 
make more on paper than 
similar families elsewhere 
do not qualify for many in-
come-based tax credits.

For example, a work-
er in low-cost, low-wage 
McAllen can qualify for 
tax credits to help with 
his child care costs, while 
a similarly hardworking 

New Yorker, who may earn 
more but also pays more for 
everything from gasoline 
to groceries, cannot access 
the same amount of ben-
efits.

Two bills I have intro-
duced would help level the 
playing field for New York 
taxpayers. The Tax Equity 
Act would adjust tax brack-
ets for all areas with a high-
er cost of living than the 
national average, and the 
Student Loan Employment 
Benefits Act would allow 
those working to set aside 
up to $5,000 of their salary, 
tax-free, to repay their stu-
dent loans.

The full Third Way 
report can be viewed at is-
rael.house.gov

Steve Israel
U.S. Representative

(D-Melville)

Horses shouldn’t breathe pollution

I
n response to your April 
4-10 editorial “Horse 
Sense,” back in the 19th 
century, the horse car-

riages were not competing 
with cars, buses and taxis 
on city streets. The horses 
were confined to Central 
Park.

Today, the horses walk 
through congested city traf-
fic from as far away as 38th 
Street and 11th Avenue. 
They breathe in the fumes 
from the tailpipes of cars 
and buses. The argument 
to make this acceptable is 
that we all breathe in these 

fumes.
But the rest of us are 

not walking alongside and 
in back of the vehicles with 
our noses next to the tail-
pipes. Building stables in 
Central Park is something 
that just is not going to hap-
pen. A new stable was built 
in Central Park to house 
mounted patrol horses.

The stable, opened in 
2011, has only five stalls 
and was built at the ex-
pense of $700,000. There 
are approximately 200-plus 
carriage horses working in 
New York City at any given 

time.
The money and space 

to house at least 194 more 
horses does not exist, and 
the facilities would take 
a long time to build pro-
vided that the project was 
OK’d by the Central Park 
Conservancy, which was 
responsible for the restora-
tion of Central Park and is 
responsible for the day-to-
day maintenance and op-
erations of the park.

Teresa Russo
Staten Island
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N
ew York state has an 
almost unique sys-
tem of third parties 
that appear on the 

ballot in addition to the two 
major parties.

During the entire 20th 
century and into the 21st 
century, third parties have 
affected the results of im-
portant elections at the lo-
cal, state and federal levels.

During the 1930s, ’40s 
and ’50s, the third political 
parties of the left seemed to 
have had an important role. 
That would include several 
socialist parties. Today, the 
third parties with the most 
influence seem to include 
the Conservative, Indepen-
dence and Working Fami-
lies parties.

In the case of all three 
of these parties, each one 
has to get at least 50,000 

votes for governor every 
four years for them to re-
main on the ballot.

One electoral example 
of the influence of third 
parties occurred in 1980 in 
the 26th state Assembly Dis-
trict in northeast Queens, 
when Democrat Vincent 
Nicolosi lost to Republican 
Doug Prescott. Nicolosi had 
the Conservative endorse-
ment in 1972, ’74, ’76 and 
’78 in addition to him being 
the designated Democratic 
candidate.

In 1980, Nicolosi ran 
on the Democratic line 
alone with no third party 
endorsement, whereas 
Prescott, besides being the 
Republican candidate, also 
had the endorsements of 
the Conservative and Right 
to Life parties. Therefore, 
Prescott was running with 
the support of three politi-
cal parties.

When the election was 
over, Prescott won by 1,505 
votes. He received 3,500 
votes on the Conservative 
Party line and 1,500 votes 
on the Right to Life party 

line.
If Nicolosi had kept 

the Conservative Party en-
dorsement in 1980, the re-
sults of the election would 
have been different.

Today it seems that 
the governor’s race will see 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo run-
ning as the Democratic can-
didate with support of the 
Independence and Work-
ing Families parties. This 
will give him three party 
endorsements as he goes 
up against his most likely 
Republican opponent, Rob 
Astorino, the Westchester 
County executive.

Astorino will have 
Conservative Party en-
dorsement, so he will be 
running on at least two 
lines.

Cuomo with two third 
parties supporting him 
gives him a ballot advan-
tage, although Astorino is 
considered a strong candi-
date.

Another good example 
of third party political force 
is back in 1998 when Rudy 
Giuliani ran as the Repub-
lican candidate for mayor 
with the endorsement of 
the Liberal Party. He also 
sought the Conservative 

Party line.
As it was, he was able 

to win the election for 
mayor over David Dinkins 
by a narrow margin with 
help from third parties. 
He would again run for re-
election in 1997 with third 
party support.

Recently, the Queens 
Conservative Party held a 
fund-raising cocktail party 
at which time Astorino was 
the guest of honor. There 
was a large turnout at this 
particular function. Asto-
rino seemed confident after 
he was introduced to the 
guests by Mike Long, the 

state Conservative Party 
chairman.

Tom Long, the Queens 
Conservative Party chair-
man, is also confident of 
a more favorable election 
year than they have had in 
the recent past.

The governor’s race 
will definitely influence 
all campaigns throughout 
the state for Congress, state 
Senate and state Assembly.

It can be said that the 
results of the 2014 election 
in New York and other 
states will set the stage for 
2016, when the presidential 
race takes place.

In New York state, 
the third party situation 
gives added interest to our 
electoral system. It will be 
interesting to see how the 
third parties affect the 2014 
election results at the state 
and local levels.

In summary, the state 
electoral system gives a sig-
nificant amount of political 
influence to third parties, 
which has an effect on how 
our government develops.

Third parties play important roles in city elections

Queen Civic Congress wages battle against illegal apts.

T
he Queens Civic 
Congress is an um-
brella organization 
of approximately 100 

civic and co-op associa-
tions in Queens. The goal of 
the QCC is to maintain the 
quality of life for Queens 
residents. While it supports 
the general idea of provid-
ing more affordable hous-
ing, it opposes the propos-
als which would legalize 
the currently illegal base-
ment/cellar apartments 
which some people build.

Civics constantly bat-
tle to prevent some home-

owners or developers from 
building dangerous apart-
ments in basements so they 
can make money. Some 
people subdivide their 
basements into cubicles 
with combination locks on 
doors.

A few decades ago, I 
saw such rooms opposite 
St. John’s University and 
I wonder if those firetraps 
are still there.

Whether individual 
rooms or apartments, these 
cellar rooms are fire traps 
because there is often only 
one entrance. Also, the con-
struction material in the 
units, usually built illegal-
ly, may be plastic or some-
thing else which could give 
off noxious fumes during a 
fire in a confined space.

Some owners build 
cheaply rather than safely. 

There are already too many 
civilian and firefighter 
deaths caused by fires in 
basements.

Civics have fought il-
legal cellar apartments be-
cause of the number of new 
people who might come 
to live in a neighborhood. 
Many communities are 
zoned R2 or were changed 
to R2A to prevent overde-
velopment, which would 
further overtax the aging 
infrastructure of electri-
cal, gas, water and sanita-
tion lines.

More students could 
overcrowd local schools. 
Transit services, as well 
as parking spots in many 
areas, could become com-
pletely overwhelmed by 
more people.

Zoning has been a ma-
jor tool used to maintain 

strong and viable middle-
income areas in the outer-
boroughs. It is interesting 
that the zoning committees 
of our community boards 
are often the largest com-
mittees. People care about 
their quality of life and 
what is built is of impor-
tance.

Affordable housing is 
needed, but there are ways 
to obtain it without legal-
izing what is essentially 
dangerous. For various 
reasons the city has taken 
over numerous residential 
and commercial buildings 
which are vacant.

Other properties have 
tax liens against them and 
could be seized. These all 
could be inexpensively up-
graded and be made avail-
able. Also, major develop-
ers who receive all kinds 

of abatements and special 
privileges should be made 
to build more affordable 
housing quickly.

Preserve our low den-
sity residential neighbor-
hoods.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: City Comptroller 
Scott Stringer is issuing a 
directive which will stan-
dardize how information 
technology contracts are 
handled by all city agen-
cies. Remember how the 
company which was hired 
to update the 911 system 
billed the city $147 an hour 
for fake work. He now wants 
contractors to submit time 
sheets for hourly work. He 
is also trying to limit over-
billing.

U.S. Attorney General 
Eric Holder has imposed 
a $1.2 billion penalty on 

Toyota for concealing safe-
ty defects from the public. 
There were faulty parts 
that caused sudden, unin-
tended acceleration in sev-
eral models.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The World Health 
Organization has released 
a report which states that 
in 2012 pollution killed 7 
million people worldwide.

Automobiles, dung–
fired stoves in India, indoor 
pollution from cooking and 
urban sprawl cause the use 
of more energy to commute, 
and the use of coal in China 
are some causes.

People in polluted ar-
eas live five years fewer 
that those with clean air. 
Pulmonary and cardio-vas-
cular diseases are rising.

COLUMNS

Bob
Harris

■

William
Lewis

■

Republican gubernatorial candidate Rob Astorino (r.) greets attendees of the Queens Conservative 
Party’s gala at Roma View in Howard Beach. Photo by Steven Malecki
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A 
month after the re-
sults of the Special-
ized High School 
Admission Test, the 

momentum to reform the 
examination continues to 
build. As only marginal 
numbers of African Ameri-
cans and Hispanics gain 
admission to the city’s most 
selective high schools, a law-
suit headed by the NAACP, 
as well as comments from 
elected officials, have cast 
a spotlight on the test and 
test prep centers, many of 
which serve Queens neigh-
borhoods.

Unlike conventional 
test prep providers, such as 
Kaplan or the Princeton Re-
view, local test prep centers 
tend to serve low-income 
immigrant communities in 
Flushing, Jackson Heights, 

Astoria and greater Ja-
maica. The cost of this prep 
is significantly lower and 
fills a test preparation 
gap between the quality of 
the borough’s junior high 
schools and free city test 
prep alternatives, such as 
the Specialized High School 
Institute.

Discussed alternatives 
have included a mostly ho-
listic approach to admis-
sion, similar to the screen-
ing process at other top 
city schools. An alternative 
proposal from the Bronx 
borough president’s office 
suggested blanket admis-
sion to the top 10 percent of 
students in that borough, 
claiming that the dispar-
ity in admissions from that 
borough correlated with a 
lack of affordable prep pro-
viders.

Though not yet ad-
dressed by the de Blasio 
administration, the racial 
disparity in these schools 
was a point of contention 
during last year’s mayoral 
campaign. About 26,000 
students took the test in 

2013 and fewer than 6,000 of 
the top scorers were admit-
ted, regardless of race or 
gender.

Earlier this year, in 
an address to Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, United Federation 
of Teachers President Mi-
chael Mulgrew assailed 
the inequity of admissions, 
noting that the nine spe-
cialized high schools “have 
become the province of stu-
dents whose families can 
afford to pay for intensive 
test-prep courses aimed 
at increasing their child’s 
score on the specialized 
exam.”

Test prep centers, 
nominally a flashpoint for 
test opponents, have served 
as a pipeline to the city’s 
top schools, and centers 
such as Khan’s Tutorial 
is no exception, with 1,625 
students gaining admission 
through test prep over the 
past 20 years. According 
to the center, 7 percent to 9 
percent of the student body 
at the three largest special-
ized high schools are linked 
to Khan’s Tutorial.

This year boasts a 
record 185 student cohort 
from Khan’s, including 33 
to Stuyvesant, 53 to Bronx 
Science and 63 to Brooklyn 
Technical HS.

I spoke with Dr. Ivan 
Khan, president of Khan’s 
Tutorial, about the fairness 
of the SHSAT, the impact 
his centers have had on the 
South Asian community 
and the future of testing as 
a form of admission.

Khan’s Tutorial was 
founded by Khan’s father, 
Dr. Mansur Khan, in 1994. 
There are now nine loca-
tions in Queens, Brooklyn 
and the Bronx, five of which 
are in Queens.

Though Khan notes 
that in spite of the rise in 
South Asian students at 
these schools who are the 
products of his program, he 
also notes that ultimately 
“heavy parental involve-
ment, increased awareness 
by community leaders and 
a strong foundation from 
strong junior high schools” 
are contributing factors 
in determining a child’s 

chances for admission.
Khan is not in favor of 

dropping the test as a stan-
dard of admission, noting 
that there are a number 
of high schools, such as 
Townsend Harris in Flush-
ing, that consider grades, 
essays and additional cri-
teria in lieu of an examina-
tion for admission.

As part of the organiza-
tion’s overarching outreach 
to parents, Khan’s Tutorial 
attempts to increase aware-
ness among parents of the 
alternatives to the nine 
Specialized High Schools.

Of Khan’s Tutorial’s 
185 acceptances, just 13 are 
black, Hispanic or West 
Indian students. In hopes 
of reaching these commu-
nities, the center recently 
launched the Opportunity 
Scholarship, selecting two 
students from each of the 
center’s nine locations for 
test prep and mentoring.

“We look forward to in-
creasing awareness about 
our program so there is 
increased awareness from 
underrepresented com-

munities about our work 
with low-income New York 
City junior high school stu-
dents,” Khan said.

To celebrate the 
achievements of the 185 
students accepted to these 
schools, Khan’s Tutorial 
honors these students with 
an annual banquet, held 
this year April 5, at Mau-
rya Banquet Hall & Restau-
rant, at 63-108 Woodhaven 
Blvd. in Rego Park.

The event, for the stu-
dents and their parents, 
recognizes the achieve-
ment of the students as well 
as the various managers, 
tutors and other staff who 
work at the testing centers. 
At the event, Khan’s Tutori-
al students Justin Jairam, 
Joshua Omelede and Ib-
nul Jahan won individual 
awards for outstanding 
achievement, with Jahan 
breaking the 700 mark on 
the exam.

To learn more about 
Khan’s Tutorial, visit kh-
anstutorial.com.

T
his week, those of the 
Jewish and Christian 
faiths celebrate some 
important dates in 

their religions.
Tuesday started the 

eight-day observance of 
Passover. This holiday 
begins on the 15th night 
through to the 22nd of the 
Hebrew month of Nissan. 
This observance commem-
orates the freedom of the 
Israelites from slavery in 
ancient Egypt.

This emancipation 
came about when God sent 
Moses to Pharaoh with the 
message to “send forth my 
people, so that they may 
serve me.” When ignored, 
God sent 10 plagues on the 

Pharaoh’s people, land, 
livestock and crops. In the 
year 2448 of Nissan 15, at 
the stroke of midnight, 
God sent the last plague, 
which killed all the Egyp-
tians’ first-born children, 
sparing the children of Is-
rael by “passing over” their 
homes.

After leaving in such 
a hurry, the Israelites had 
no time to wait for their 
bread to rise and so had to 
take unleavened bread as 
provisions. About 600,000 
Israelites left Egypt on a 
trek to Mount Sinai, begin-
ning their journey as God’s 
Chosen People.

There are four days — 
the first two and the last 
two — of Passover when 
candles will be lit and holi-
day meals prepared. Many 
who observe Passover do 
not go to work, write, drive 
or use electronic devices. 
The middle four days are 
called Chol Hamoed, when 
most forms of work are al-

lowed.
Matzo is eaten in-

stead of Chametz (leavened 
bread). Matzo is a flat, un-
leavened bread which is 
symbolic of the unleavened 
bread the emancipated Isra-
elites ate on their journey to 
Mount Sinai. The Seder is 
considered the highlight of 
Passover and is observed on 

each of the first two nights 
of the holiday. The Seder is 
a 15-step ritual feast. This 
feast is a strong tradition 
within Jewish families.

In the Christian faith, 
Holy Thursday, or Maundy 
Thursday, fell April 17 of 
Holy Week. This day is a 
solemn observance which 
commemorates Jesus 

Christ’s Last Supper with 
his disciples, one of whom 
betrayed him, on the night 
before he was crucified.

Before this meal Jesus 
washed the feet of his dis-
ciples and by his example 
showed how Christians 
should love one another 
through humble service. 
It is not uncommon for 
churches to practice foot 
washing as part of Holy 
Thursday services.

During the Last Sup-
per, Jesus took bread and 
wine and asked his father 
to bless it. He then shared 
the bread and wine with 
his disciples. The bread is 
symbolic of Jesus’ body and 
the wine the blood he would 
shed for his followers. This 
is where the sacrament of 
Holy Communion comes 
from. “Maundy” comes 
from the Latin word “man-
datum,” which means 
commandment. Jesus left 
his disciples with the com-
mand to love one another.

April 18 is Good Friday. 
This observance marks Je-
sus’ crucifixion and death. 
Many Christians attend 
church services on this 
day of mourning. Candles 
are often extinguished and 
statues and crosses may be 
draped in black, purple or 
gray cloth. It is not uncom-
mon for worshipers to kiss 
the cross at this service in 
veneration of Jesus.

The Passion of Christ, 
including his Last Supper, 
agony in the garden, ar-
rest, trial and crucifixion 
is often read at this service 
as it is on Palm Sunday.

Holy Saturday is the 
final day of Lent and, of 
course, the day before 
Easter, which celebrates 
Christ’s resurrection.

Easter is a joyous occa-
sion within the Christian 
faith, as Jesus rose from 
his tomb and walked the 
earth for 40 days before his 
ascension into heaven.

Boro test prep center chain reaches out to Queens minorities

As Jews celebrate Passover, Christians prepare for Easter
Laura
Rahill

■

Remember 
the Date

New Voices

Harriet Peaceman lifts a plate of three matzos in the air during a 
Passover Seder at the Jewish Center of Oak Hills last year.
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BY BOB AND EDNA HARRIS
          
Edna remembers that 

in March 1964 she attended 
a dinner in Terrace on the 
Park in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park and while 
looking down at the site of 
the World’s Fair being built 
saw construction cranes 
everywhere. The site was 
not finished yet one of the 
speakers, perhaps Robert 
Moses, said it would be fin-
ished in time for opening 
day.

When the Fair opened, 
Edna was teaching at PS 
66 in Richmond Hill and 
took her class. She made 
dog tags for each student 
in the shape of a Scotty dog 
since it was a dog tag. In 
front of the Vatican Pavil-
ion, someone stopped one 
of her students to admire 
the dog tag and the class 
moved on.  The boy was 
suddenly alone and lost. He 
had the presence of mind to 
tell an official that he was 
lost so he was taken to the 
lost-and-found in the north-
ern end of the fairgrounds, 
which is now College Point 
Boulevard.  Edna then ran 
all the way to get him. That 
is her remembrance of that 
whole day. In those days she 
wore high heels.

In November 1964, 
after we were married we 
lived on the 15th floor of 
one of the buildings in Car-
lyle Towers in downtown 

Flushing. When we went 
to the Fair after that, we 
walked through the Botani-
cal Gardens to get to the 
fairgrounds from Colden 
Street, where our high rise 
building was located.

Bob was teaching at 
Eli Whitney Vocational 
& Technical High School 
and remembers taking 
classes to the Fair. It was 
a great day out for every-
one. Some of the buildings 
remembered were the Gen-
eral Motors Building with 
the 3-D models of scenes of 
the “World of Tomorrow,” 
the Vatican Building with 
the famous Michelangelo 
sculpture of the Pieta, and 
the enchanting “It’s A 
Small World” developed by 
Disney showing children 
from different countries 
all singing the now famous 
melody. There were lines 

for exhibits and to buy re-
freshments, but everybody 
seemed to be having fun 
looking at the future which 
we have today.

There was a booth 
where people could find 
pen pals from foreign coun-
tries. One of Edna’s friends 
obtained a name and wrote 
to her for decades. She 
even went to England to 
attend her daughter’s wed-
ding. There was a model of 
the proposed World Trade 
Center and there were 
many places to buy food 
from countries all over the 
world. Of course, we have 
the ability to now buy eth-
nic foods in many places in 
New York City.

Flowers of all kinds 
were everywhere. On the 
last day people started tak-
ing the flowers, although 
officials tried to stop them. 

Walt Disney displays a model of Disney’s “It’s a Small World” attrac-
tion from the 1964 New York World’s Fair. AP Photo/Disney

Queens teachers recall a day 
spent with students at Fair

FREE ADMISSION

For additional information, call: 718–651–1100

The Langston Hughes Community Library and Cultural Center

45TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION (1969–2014)

Noon – Aftrican Drumming Welcome by Songa of the Valley
Video footage of Langston Hughes Past

1:00p.m. Greetings

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Best Wishes for 
a Joyous Passover 

and a Happy Easter

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.
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World’s Fairs

Call the 

newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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GRADES 1–12    SAT/ACT/SHSAT PREP    HOMEWORK HELP    YEAR-ROUND PROGRAMS

WE ARE EXPERIENCED MATH SPECIALISTS
For more than 35 years, the Mathnasium Method has transformed the way 

children understand and appreciate math.
+

WE TEACH ALL LEVELS OF MATH ABILITY
Specially trained, caring instructors cater to students who need to catch 

up, as well as advanced students who want to get ahead.
+

PROVEN RESULTS
Our proprietary curriculum is individually customized to address each 

child’s weaknesses and build on each child’s strengths, resulting in better 
grades, higher test scores, and improved academic performance.

BAYSIDE
43-17 Bell Blvd.
(718) 747-MATH

www.mathnasium.com/bayside

FREE ASSESSMENT
An in-depth analysis of your child’s number sense, grade readiness and 

other math strengths and weaknesses.

VISIT US TODAY

Is Your Child Ready for
Common Core Math?

GREAT NECK
11 Great Neck Rd
(516) 482-MATH

www.mathnasium.com/greatneck

Now – November 2, 2014
64 IN 64
Organized by the Queens 
Historical Society

Sixty-four photographs 
documenting the 
construction of the 
iconic New York State 
Pavilion which consisted 
of Theaterama, the Tent 
of Tomorrow and three 
Observation Towers. Open 
on Mondays from 11 am 
to 2 pm and Tuesdays thru 
Sundays, 11 am to 5 pm. 
FREE

Now – November 2, 2014
WORLD’S FAIR IN 
LEGOS
Seven World’s Fair 
structures made out of 
LEGOs, organized in 
association with The Port 
Authority of NY & NJ. 
FREE

May 18, 2014
BUILD IT!:
A LEGO WORKSHOP

Children (ages 4-18) can 
learn to build LEGO models. 
Each child will leave with 
a mini-model of the NYS 
Pavilion. 3 sessions: 11 am, 2 
pm and 4 pm. FREE

Now – July 31, 2014
BRINGING THE 
WORLD TO THE 
FAIR:
The Port Authority’s 
Role – Trade, Travel and 
Tourism in Queens, the 
Region and the World.

Exhibit including a pop 
up, display case and 
video, sponsored by The 
Port Authority of NY & 
NJ. Runs through July 31. 
Open on Mondays, 10 am 
to 2 pm, and Tuesdays thru 
Sundays, 10 am to 6 pm. 
FREE

April 22, 2014*
WHEN THE WORLD 
CAME TO QUEENS
Author and historian Bill 
Cotter will offer a thorough 
history of the 1939 and 
1964 World’s Fairs, 
followed by a book signing. 
Bill has written about 
several fairs, including both 
the 1939 and 1964 ones 
held in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. Using rare 
photographs, peppered 
with behind-the-scenes 
anecdotes, this is a World’s 
Fair event that should not 
be missed. 3 pm & 7 pm. 
FREE

May 17, 2014*
105th ANNUAL  
SALUTE TO MAGIC
For the first time at 
Queens Theatre, and for 
one night only, this show 
will include performances 
by The Society of 
American Magicians. This 
is an evening jam-packed 
with illusion before the 
audience even reaches 
their seats as interactive 
magic acts in the lobby 
before the show will be 
followed by astonishing 
magic on the mainstage. 
8pm. $45

July 18-27, 2014*
THE WORLD’S FAIR 
PLAY FESTIVAL
Queens Theatre 
commissioned ten 
playwrights, both 
established and emerging, 
to write original ten-
minute plays inspired by 
the 1939 and 1964 World’s 
Fairs. THE WORLD’S FAIR 
PLAY FESTIVAL will play 
eight performances only 
over two consecutive 
weekends. $18
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BY SHANICE PUNNETT

As part of the celebra-
tions surrounding the 50th 
and 75th anniversaries of 
the Queens World’s Fairs, 
the Greater Astoria Histor-
ical Society has dug deep 
into its treasure trove for a 
new exhibit detailing both 
events. 

“Forecasting a Better 
Future: New York World’s 
Fair of 1939 and 1964” in-
cludes amateur and profes-
sional photographs taken 
during the festivities.

“Many of these images 
never before have been seen 
by the public,” Bob Single-
ton, executive director of 
the GAHS, said. “This dis-
play is a chance to recon-
nect the borough of Queens 
with this fabulous moment 
of our past.”

Singleton said \the 
New York World’s Fair of 
1939–1940 was the first ex-
position to be based on the 

future, with an opening 
slogan of “Dawn of a New 
Day,” and it allowed all visi-
tors to take a look at “The 
World of Tomorrow.” 

According to the of-
ficial New York World‘s 
Fair pamphlet, the eyes of 
the fair are on the future 
— in the sense of present-
ing a new and clearer view 
of today in preparation for 
tomorrow. The New York 
World’s Fair of 1964–1965 
hailed itself as a “univer-
sal and international” ex-
position, the fair‘s theme 
was “Peace Through Un-
derstanding,” dedicated to 
“Man‘s Achievement on a 
Shrinking Globe in an Ex-
panding Universe.”

“Since ancient times, 
people have felt a need to 
gather in World’s Fairs to 
demonstrate their prod-
ucts, arts and promote 
their homelands,” Single-
ton said. “Queens has had 
two such events.”

Visitors to the exhibit 
will get a chance to see 
photos of the nine life-like 
dinosaurs created for the 
Sinclair Dinoland exhibit, 
which was one of the most 
popular attractions during 
the 1964 Fair. Some of these 
models survive at various 
parks around the country, 
Singleton said. 

Also on display is a 

photo of Joseph Reiner’s 
sculpture “Speed” from the 
1939 Fair, which depicts the 
speed of communication. 
It later served as the inspi-
ration for an album cover 
design by the Steve Miller 
Band. The Lifesaver Para-
chute Jump ride built for 
the 1939 Fair was moved to 
Coney Island in 1941. It is 
no longer used as an amuse-

ment ride, but it remains an 
iconic symbol of the Brook-
lyn neighborhood. Another 
photo shows the New York 
Pavilion, the tallest struc-
ture from the 1964 Fair. Its 
tiled floor decoration was 
by Texaco and was a map of 
the state with each of its gas 
stations highlighted. 

Singleton sees value in 
promoting the two Fairs, 
especially when firsthand 
accounts can be related 
about what went on.

“By the borough com-
ing together we are shar-
ing the excitement with a 
newer generation,” he said. 
“That’s really the last step 
in the circle.”

As for the turnout 
at the historical society’s 
events, Singleton said it 
was always strong. 

 “Two years ago when 
we did the 100th anniver-
sary of the Titanic, we 
crammed more than 100 
people into our space,” he 

said. “We don’t expect that 
for the World’s Fair, but it 
should be a good turnout.” 
The historical society and 
its affiliates have more 
than 60 exhibits, tours and 
lectures each year.

 “We also recently had 
programs on the 50th an-
niversary of the Kennedy 
assassination, the Beetles 
on Ed Sullivan and the 
infamous Kitty Genovese 
murder,” Singleton said. 
“And we are planning a se-
ries of events for the 175th 
anniversary of Astoria Vil-
lage.” 

“Forecasting a Better 
Future: New York World’s 
Fair of 1939 and 1964” runs 
through June 30 at the 
Greater Astoria Histori-
cal Society in the Quinn 
Building, 35-20 Broadway 
in Long Island City. The 
exhibit is free and open at 
its public gallery weekdays 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
weekends 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Greater Astoria Historical Society will celebrate the anniver-
saries of the 1939 and 1964 World’s Fairs with an exhibit. 

Photo courtesy Greater Astoria Historical Society

Astoria Historical Society exhibits images of two Fairs

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 

41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntingon Area

(631) 760-9791

hheeeeee
AArreaeaeaaaaaaae
79191

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  
Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Western Suffolk, Nassau, and Queens
Residential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com

COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES

S ff lkS ffff lk

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

QQ

WHY
PAY 

MORE?

1-800-BUY-FENCE

ss

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

SALE!  ORDER NOW!!!
EARLY INSTALLATIONS AVAILABLE

ALL STORES CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY

World’s Fairs
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY KENNETH KOWALD

We moved to Elmhurst from 
Borough Park about six months 
before the World’s Fair opened in 
1939.

I remember one trip with my 
mother and sister Elizabeth.  I 
guess we used a bus or perhaps a 
trolly since just as today transpor-
tation between north and south 
Queens is not the best and we did 
not have a car for many years. 

It was a hot day, but I remem-
ber enjoying the fair, billed as  
“Building The World of Tomor-
row.” It was bright, shiny and 
hopeful.  We saw quite a bit.

 My mother developed a 
fierce headache.  We found a 
place which had something like 
an aspirin, but because it was not 
Bayer  my mother refused.  We 
left early and Bayer did the trick 
on 57th Avenue. 

 World War II started before 
the Fair ended and the second 
year was a kind of unhappy re-
membrance of what everyone was 

so hopeful about.
I can’t remember going to the 

Fair again that year or the next.  
Did a class go from JHS 73?  Was 
I there? 

I do remember a souvenir.  It 
was a pickle pin, with the word 
Heinz on it.  You pinned it on a 
shirt, sweater or jacket.  I had it 
for many years; it is long since 
gone.  Might be worth something 
today. 

My wife Elaine remembers 
marching in the opening ceremo-
nies with her Jackson Heights 
Girl Scout Troop.

I don’t think I ever went to 
the 1964-1965 World’s Fair as a 
visitor. I did go to some pre-Fair 
receptions of organizations I 
belonged to and to one of the pa-
vilions which my corporation in 
Manhattan helped sponsor.  That 
was a reception, too. 

I did see many of the exhibits 
during those visits and maybe it 
was age or ennui, but I found the 
Fair in the Sixties to be overly 
commercialized.  Both Fairs 

were big money losers, the second 
worse than the first. 

I had contact with that area 
between the Fairs when I edited 

The Queens Post, a forerunner 
of the Forest Hills Ledger.  The 
site of the Fair had become Flush-
ing Meadows (Corona was added 
later) Park. 

The Valley of Ashes in “The 
Great Gatsby” was no more.  But 
World War II and financial prob-
lems meant the new park was not 
in good condition, to be chari-
table.

We ran a series of harsh arti-
cles about the park and I sent each 
one to Parks Commissioner Rob-
ert Moses. There was no response 
until one day a cyclist went over 
a worn-down bridge, fell into the 
water and died. It was a sad vin-
dication of what we printed and 
portrayed.  Money was found for 
repairs. 

One great remainder of the 
Fairs became the wonderful 
Queens Botanical Garden.  It had 
been “Gardens on Parade” and 
it, too, suffered, but Queens resi-
dents saved it and it is one of our 
gems. 

Let us hope that our borough 

president, other officials and civic 
leaders will save Philip Johnson’s 
Tent of Tomorrow from the sec-
ond World’s Fair.  It has been on 
the National Registry of Historic 
Places since 2009.  It was a joy 50 
years ago. It can be a joy for gen-
erations to come. Let’s do it! 

 One of the great exhibits in 
1964-1965 was of the Michelangelo 
Pieta,  his only signed sculpture, 
on loan from the Vatican.  Thou-
sands   — including Elaine and 
me — waited on a moving plat-
form to see this wondrous work 
of art, which speaks to all human 
beings.  Thank you, Pope John 
XXIII, for making this vision of 
love available to so many. 

 The second fair opened on 
April 22, 1964.  Had it opened a 
day later, it would have coincided 
with the observance of the death 
date (and some think his birth-
date) of William Shakespeare.  If 
so, I could have ended this mem-
oir with Prospero’s great speech 
beginning “Our revels now are 

Michaelangelo’s “Pieta” was on loan 
as part of the 1964-65 World’s Fair. 

Photo courtesy Greater Astoria
Historical Society

An urban son remembers visits to both World’s Fairs

All children born in 2010 who live in New York 
City are eligible for pre-kindergarten in public 
schools and community-based organizations 
starting in September 2014.

CALL: 311

VISIT: schools.nyc.gov/prek

Public school applications are due  
April 23, 2014. 

To apply to a community-based organization pre-k,  

please contact the program directly.

Pre-Kindergarten: 
Opportunity Starts Now

Apply Now for Free Pre-K!
PHOTOS:  Imagine ELC @ Jamaica Kids, Queens / P.S. 63 Author’s Academy, Bronx

nycschools nycschools

4,200  
New Full-Day 
Seats Added!

World’s Fairs

Continued on Page 52
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

News that the popular 
watchmaking company E. 
Gluck Corp.  has finalized a 
deal to relocate from Long 
Island City to Little Neck 
has some northeast Queens 
residents opposing changes 
the warehouse will bring to 
the neighborhood.

The manufacturer is 
expected to take over the 
former Leviton building, at 
60-15 Little Neck Parkway., 
that has been vacant for 
several years and will be 
leasing the space from an 
entity called Steel Tribune 
LLC, but the monthly rent 
was not known. The com-
pany’s current warehouse, 
at 29-10 Thomson Ave., is 
owned by the City Uni-
versity of New York, and 
Community Board 11 man-
ager Susan Seinfeld said of-
ficials informed Gluck last 
year that it would be need-
ing the space back.

The company has al-
ready started renovations 

on the Little Neck building 
that include the construc-
tion of a new 35-foot-high, 
one-story addition to the 
existing warehouse space, 
causing some neighbor-
hood homeowners to grow 
concerned with the work 
being done.

“The concern right 
now is the extension,” Sein-
feld said. “Not everyone is 
happy with these changes 
because it’s changing the 
whole look of the building.”

The Gluck Corp. could 
not be reached for comment 
this week due to the Pass-
over holiday.

Gluck leaders began 
meeting with Community 
Board 11 in August, Seinfeld 
said, and displayed their 
plans for renovating the ex-
isting building if they were 
to move into it. Gluck will 
be the first manufacturing 
company within CB 11’s 
district since Leviton left 
the area, but the thought 
did not pose a threat to resi-
dents at the time relocation 

talks began.
The district manager 

said that although the area 
is not an industrial neigh-
borhood, the community 
never opposed Leviton op-
erating out of the building 
because it ran its electrical 
wiring equipment busi-
ness quietly, without noisy 
trucks or overnight deliv-
eries disturbing neighbors. 
Though Gluck’s operation 
plans appear to have the 
same courtesy, some elect-
ed officials said they, and 
their constituents, are con-

cerned with the construc-
tion taking place on the 
building’s exterior.

The community’s 
main protest is the height 
of the extension being add-
ed, and state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
said his office has fielded 
some calls recently about 
a 35-foot wall the company 
has put up right at the prop-
erty line, facing Little Neck 
Parkway.

“I met with the com-
pany a few times and they 
told me they would be 

renovating the existing 
building,” Braunstein said. 
“They never indicated they 
would have something like 
this and I feel they mis-
represented their plans. 
What I’m seeing so far is 
completely off from what 
they’ve told us. It’s really 
just terrible.”

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) said he has also heard 
concerns from his constitu-
ents about the height of the 
extension being put on the 
building. He said he is hap-
py Gluck decided to come 
into northeast Queens, but 
said he wants to be sure it 
is sticking to the plans that 
were previously worked 
out.

“There’s some con-
struction going on right 
now that doesn’t seem 
consistent with what we 
thought would be going 
on there,” Weprin said. “It 
looks larger than what we 
had imagined and I just 
want to be sure that any 

building that goes up is 
acceptable to the neighbor-
hood.”

Seinfeld said Gluck 
officials told CB 11 earlier 
this week that they plan to 
be fully moved into the Lit-
tle Neck property by July.

A representative from 
the office of state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) said his 
office has also received a 
few complaints from resi-
dents concerned with the 
size of the addition, and the 
senator is planning to visit 
the site soon to evaluate the 
situation.

Weprin said his office 
will continue to monitor 
the construction to ensure 
plans are being followed 
and the neighborhood is 
not disturbed.

“They have a very 
good reputation in Long Is-
land City and we’re happy 
to have them here,” he said. 
“Now that they’re here, 
we just want to make sure 
they’re good neighbors.”

Construction takes place at 60-15 Little Neck Parkway, where the 
E. Gluck Corp. is preparing to move its warehouse in July. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

Little Neck residents irked by Gluck renovations

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Jack Weidinger
Dealer Principal
3rd Generation

BUICK

John OʼGrady
Sales Consultant

For 20 Years 

Michelle Thornton
Sales Manager / Consultant

For 20 Years 

Anthony Ciuffo 
General Sales Manager

30 Years Experience

Servicing
Your

Community
For Over 
30

Years!

We Are The Largest Cadillac 
Buick GMC Dealer in New York State!

Family Owned & Operated 
For 3 Generations... Your Destination For 

Premium Family Vehicles.

Come In Today
& Schedule A

Test Drive plus...

Ask About our VIP Concierge Service.

The #1 Dealerrater.com
Dealer  On Long Island
& See Where The Other
Local Dealers Rank.

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

We Are The Largest Cadillac Buick GMC Dealer in New York State based on combined 2012 & 2013
results as reported by GM.  See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 4-30-2014.

BUICK

Open 
Sunday 
12pm-
5pm

JUST ONE VISIT
IS ALL YOU NEED.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The Children’s Place 
is coming to the SkyView 
Center.

The store will open next 
month in a 3,799-square-
foot space on Level B in the 
Flushing mall, at 40-24 Col-
lege Point Blvd., a spokes-
woman for the mall said.

North America’s larg-
est children’s specialty ap-
parel retailer will join a 
growing list of businesses 
targeting children in the 
mall, including Chuck E. 
Cheese’s and Carter’s Ba-
bies & Kids.

“The Children’s Place 

is an ideal addition to our 
existing group of retailers 
catering specifically to chil-
dren,” said Michael Dana, 
president of Onex Real Es-
tate Partners, the mall’s 
developers. “We have devel-
oped a child-centric level of 
the center to improve the 
shopping experience for 
parents and children, while 
offering national brand fa-
vorites and high quality, af-
fordable retail options.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

The city announced 
earlier this week that the 
Police Department will 
shut down the unit that tar-
geted Muslim groups.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said Tuesday the NYPD 
was closing its Demograph-
ics Unit, which is at the cen-
ter of an ongoing lawsuit 
claiming the department 
illegally spied on Muslim 
groups in New Jersey.

“Our administration 
has promised the people 

of New York a police force 
that keeps our city safe, but 
that is also respectful and 
fair,” he said. “This reform 
is a critical step forward in 
easing tensions between 
the police and the commu-
nities they serve, so that 
our cops and our citizens 
can help one another go af-
ter the real bad guys.”

The Jackson Heights-
based DRUM South Asian 
Organizing Center said 
that while the news is en-

couraging, the unit repre-
sents only a small portion 
of the NYPD’s surveillance 
programs.

“We also emphasize the 
need for full accountability 
of the past policies and the 
harm done to families, as 
the most important step to 
creating any meaningful 
and substantive change,” 
said Fahd Ahmed, DRUM’s 
legal and policy director.

— Rich Bockmann

The city Campaign Fi-
nance Board fined mayoral 
hopeful John Catsimatidis 
$11,473 for failing to identi-
fy himself as the financier 
of mailings criticizing City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) and submit-
ting false documents to the 
board during the 2013 elec-
tion season.

A feud between Ulrich 
and Catsimatidis over the 
Queens GOP leadership 
spilled into the 2013 elec-
tions.

Catsimatidis, who lost 
his bid to run on the Repub-
lican line for mayor, poured 
$14,738.28 into mass mail-
ings that accused Ulrich 
of saying one thing in the 
community and voting the 
opposite way in City Hall.

The supermarket mag-

net could spend as much 
as he wanted because the 
money was classified as an 
independent expenditure, 

meaning it was not made 
with the authorization or 
in collaboration with the 
candidate.

But Catsimatidis was 
required to print a notifica-
tion identifying who paid 
for the literature in the 
mailings because they cost 
more than $1,000.

The board fined him 
$1,473 for failing to do so.

It also penalized him 
$10,000 for intentionally 
submitting purported cop-
ies of the mailing that in-
cluded this financing noti-
fication.

Catsimatidis could not 
be reached for comment.

Ulrich declined to 
comment.

— Sarina Trangle

The Children’s Place will move 
into downtown Flushing’s 
SkyView Center in May. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Cats fi ned $11K for anti-Ulrich mailings

NYPD disbands spy unit

SkyView to get kids shopSTOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

The city Campaign Finance 
Board fined John Catsimatidis 
$11,473.
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Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

 Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
Leg, Low Back Weakness
Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
Diffi culty Walking
Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

Call Now 
for a
FREE

Consultation 
to see 

how our 
technologies
may benefi t 

you.

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

Flexor digitorum
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Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
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Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
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Ligaments
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Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium

Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call Now for a
“FREE Consultation” to see
how our technologies
may benefi t you.

Most Insurances Accepted

We
NOW HAVE
COLD LASER

IF YOU HAVE 
CARPAL TUNNEL SYNDROME 

OR ITS SYMPTOMS:

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabilitation.com
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

NYCHA officials an-
nounced they are review-
ing certain aspects of their 
so-called “rightsizing” pol-
icy after a grilling by City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows) at 
an oversight hearing last 
week.

The policy is the New 
York City Housing Author-
ity’s method of moving ten-
ants living in apartments 
deemed “under-occupied” 
into smaller units to make 
space for crowded families.

Controversy flared 
recently over the issue in 
Pomonok Houses in Flush-
ing, where a number of se-
niors were recently issued 
letters instructing them to 
request transfers from the 
apartments They had lived 
in for decades.

“This is a policy I 
straight up oppose and 
think is terribly wrong-
headed,” Lancman said at 
the hearing.

Almost 40 percent of 
NYCHA’s 178,557 house-
holds live in apartments 
that are not the correct size 
for their family composi-
tion, according to the Hous-
ing Authority. NYCHA 
defines apartments with 
tenants having one extra 
bedroom as “under-occu-
pied” and those with two 
or more extra bedrooms 
as “extremely under-occu-
pied.”

“Ensuring that every 
public housing family is 
in  an apartment of appro-
priate size presents a huge 
challenge, one that NYCHA 
has wrestled with  over the 
years,” NYCHA General 
Manager Cecil House said 
at the hearing. “While NY-
CHA understands that this 
hearing was called out of 
concern for residents in un-
der-occupied apartments, 
NYCHA constantly strives 
to appropriately balance 
the interests of our resi-
dents in under-occupied 
apartments with those in 
overcrowded apartments.”

NYCHA’s policy does 

not require residents to 
move if the larger apart-
ment is needed to store or 
contain equipment for a 
person’s health or if relo-
cating would pose a direct 
threat to their life because 
of a medical condition.

“It is the most draco-
nian policy that I have ev-
ery seen or heard of in all 
my years in government,” 
Lancman said. “Framing 
exemption standards us-
ing a life or death model 
ignores some very real 
quality-of-life concerns. By 
moving residents with oth-
er debilitating conditions 
— Alzheimer’s, depression, 
asthma, high blood pres-
sure, anxiety, just to name 
a few — we are ignoring the 
likelihood that such condi-
tions will be exacerbated 
by a forced relocation.”

Lancman called on 
NYCHA to stop downsizing 
any more tenants until it 
changes this policy.

“That policy is under 
review,” House said. “I do 
expect it to be modified as 
we move forward. We have 
agreed to modify our rea-
sonable accommodation 
policy in other areas and 
we will take that under 
advisement and ensure we 
get an appropriate policy in 
that area.”

He did not commit to 
putting a halt to downsiz-
ings for the moment, but 
said he would take it into 
consideration.

House also explained 

NYCHA’s policy was to 
send letters to residents 
in under-occupied apart-
ments prompting them to 
request a transfer, but only 
tenants in extremely under-
occupied apartments would 
be required to move and 
would have two opportuni-
ties to choose a new unit.

Lancman, however, 
brought up the case of a 
Pomonok Houses resident 
who NYCHA was attempt-
ing to downsize from a four-
room apartment to a three-
room unit.

“I do not see how some-
one who has one more room 
than they are allotted to or 
what NYCHA would like to 
have in a perfect situation 
would count as extremely 
under-occupied,” Lancman 
said.

He read from a letter 
the tenant was sent by NY-
CHA telling her she must 
move to Queensbridge 
Houses in Long Island City 
and that she would not have 
another choice.

“I don’t know if you’re 
unfamiliar with the policy 
that you’re implementing 
or if it’s changed from De-
cember until today, but it’s 
clear from what I have in 
my hand that you are not 
focusing only on extremely 
under-occupied apartments 
and that you are not giving 
tenants two options but 
rather one,” Lancman said.

House responded that 
he would have to apologize 

Beverly Riley (r.) speaks at a heated meeting with NYCHA officials 
at Pomonok Houses addressing the authority’s “rightsizing” policy. 
She is one of a number of seniors who have been sent letters ask-
ing them to move to other developments. Photo by Alex Robinson

Lancman grills NYCHA 
on Pomonok downsizing
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Photos courtesy Patricia Costello and Liz Whalen

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Christina Santucci and courtesy Phil Goldfeder
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$289

$3,850

$2,990 $700

$2,500

Low-E
Double Hung
Fully Welded

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.
Complete Removal
New Tar Paper/Shingles
All Debris Removed

(Fully Installed)
Fully Welded
Seamless Aluminium Gutters
100 LF

(Entire House)
1,000 Sq. Ft.
Insulation Board & Corner Posts
Many Colors & Styles

Full Driveway
(up to 250 sq. ft.)

Other Services:

FREE Estimates, Call Today!

888.619.2677
www.gtcnyc.com
FULLY INSURED

NYC Lic. #1294395
Suffolk Lic. #47124-H

Nassau Lic. #H1778940000 

Call Today! 888.619.2677

GreenTree Construction, Inc.

 Fully Insured

 FREE In-Home Estimates

 Special Senior Citizen Discounts

GreenTree Construction was formed by contractors who come from generations of 
remodeling experience, applying their knowledge and experience together to form a 
company who excels in their fi eld of business. 

Our professional team of trained construction specialists can offer you excellent 
consultations on all your projects, whether it is an idea you have been interested in or a 
design that you fi nally want implemented.

$1,000 OFF

Our 2-Week Kitchen Includes:

$2,000 OFF

$500 OFF

Our 1-Week Bathroom Includes:
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

For the second time in as 
many weeks, a northeast Queens 
senior center in danger of shut-
ting down got a reprieve Tues-
day.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) announced he secured 
$100,000 in funding in this year’s 
state budget to prevent the North 
Flushing Senior Center in College 
Point from closing its doors.

“I was very concerned about 
the fact you may have to close,” 
Avella told a room full of seniors 
at the center. “So I made that a 
priority of mine in this recently 
passed state budget to get the 
funding that you need to oper-
ate.”

The center, at 22-38 College 
Point Blvd., was set to close by 
the end of the year if it did not re-
ceive funding. The situation had 
gotten so dire that the center  did 
not even have enough cash in the 
last two months to pay the woman 
who runs the weekly exercise pro-

gram.
“We were just about squeak-

ing by,” said Betty Faraone, the 
center’s director.

The College Point senior 
center was not the only center 
in the area that was facing an 
impending closure. The Greater 
Whitestone Taxpayer’s Civic As-
sociation Senior Center was set 
to be shuttered in June before 
Avella announced last week he 
had obtained the funds for it to 
stay open.

More than 40,000 people who 
are 65 or older live in Queens 
Community District 7, which in-
cludes College Point, Whitestone 
and Flushing, according to a 2010 
Community District Profile com-
piled by the Department of City 
Planning.

 Seniors make up more than 
16 percent of the district and con-
stitute the area’s third largest age 
group behind 44- to 64-year-olds 
(29.2 percent) and 25- to 44-year-
olds (28.6 percent). From 2000-10, 
the senior population grew by 5 

percent, meaning an increasing 
number of seniors likely need 
places to congregate.

The College Point senior cen-
ter is one of only two in the neigh-
borhood and the other center, the 
Angelo Petromelis Senior Center,  
is at capacity. If it had closed, the 
center’s 130 members would have 
nowhere else to go, Avella said.

“[For] a lot of these old ladies, 
this is all they have,” Faraone 
said.

The center is open Tuesday 
and Thursday from noon until 3 
p.m. and offers seniors trips, exer-
cise programs and a place to play 
games, but most importantly it 
provides a sense of community.

“I live alone, so I come here 

to socialize,” said Dorothy Urban, 
81, who has been visiting the se-
nior center for at least 15 years. 
“It’s like an extension to my fam-
ily. Many of the people in this 
room are always here for me and 
just a telephone call away.”

Avella left the mainstream 
Democrats in February to join 
the Independent Democratic Con-
ference, which forms a governing 
majority with the Senate Republi-
cans in Albany. He attributed his 
ability to get funding for the two 
centers to his switch to the IDC.

“I did that so I could be in the 
majority in the Senate and make 
things happen. One of the things I 
wanted to make happen was keep 
this senior center open,” he said 
to applause.

The monies will go to rent 
and operating costs and should be 
able to fund the center for two to 
three years.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

The senior center’s director, Betty Faraone (c.), presents state Sen. Tony Avella 
with a giant thank-you card. Photo by Alex Robinson

College Pt. senior center saved by $100K in state funds
Avella comes to rescue of desperate elders who needed monies to operate their second home

“Thanks to Calvary@Home, 
Dad had peace and comfort 

at the end of his life in his Brooklyn home.”
“Our Dad lived happily for 80 years in his home in Brooklyn. So 
when he became terminally ill, he wanted to spend his fi nal days in 
no other place. Dad always cared about other people all his life, so 
now was the time for him to get what he deserved…the very best 
care. Then we found out that Calvary had a hospice program called 
Calvary@Home right here in Brooklyn, delivering the same expert 
care, just like in their famous hospital. The moment our nurse arrived, 
our Dad smiled, he sat up and ate, and we – and Mom – were relieved 
of all the anxiety. Calvary simply took care of everything. Everything.”

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Call Calvary@Home at 718-518-2465 or visit us at www.calvaryhospital.org

- Julie-Ann Fattorusso 
& Kathy D’Antuono
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

History was made at 
St. John’s University in 
Jamaica last week when 
for the first time the Vin-
centian institution named 
a new president who is not 
a priest.

The university an-
nounced April 10 that Dr. 
Conrado M. Gempesaw will 
take over as the school’s 
new leader this year. Gem-
pesaw, currently serving as 
the provost and executive 
vice president for academic 
affairs at Miami University 
in Ohio, will begin his term 
as SJU’s 17th president July 
1.

Gempesaw was chosen 
by a 13-member committee 
that conducted a nation-
wide search to fill a vacan-
cy left by the Rev. Donald 
Harrington, who retired 
last May  before he was ab-
solved of accusations that 
he and his chief of staff al-
legedly misused university 
funds.

The Rev. Joseph L. 
Levesque was named as 
interim president while a 
search was taking place.

Gempesaw has more 
than 30 years of experience 
in college administrative 
positions, also holding sev-
eral leadership positions at 
the University of Delaware 
before he joined the staff 
at Miami University, St. 
John’s said.

He spent time as dean 
of the Lerner College of 
Business and Economics 
after previously serving 
in various other positions, 
including interim dean for 
the College of Arts and Sci-
ences, vice provost for aca-
demic programs and plan-
ning and acting associate 
provost for international 
programs and special ses-
sions.

“Dr. Gempesaw brings 
an impressive record of 
academic achievement, 
administrative excellence 
and the ability to inspire 
students, faculty, alumni 
and administrators,” said 

Peter D’Angelo, chairman 
of SJU’s board of trustees. 
“In Dr. Gempesaw, we have 
found a visionary leader 
who understands and em-
braces St. John’s’ mission 
as a Catholic and Vincen-
tian university and has the 
skills necessary to realize 
our goals for the future.”

Gempesaw earned a 
Ph.D. in agricultural eco-
nomics from Penn State 
University as well as a mas-
ter’s in agricultural eco-
nomics from West Virginia 
University. He received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
economics from Ateneo 
de Davao University in 
the Philippines, his home 
country.

Gempesaw and his 
wife, Clavel, have two sons, 
Daniel and David. Daniel 
earned dual bachelor’s de-
grees in mathematics and 
economics from the Uni-
versity of Delaware and 
received his master’s from 
Georgia Tech. David has 
a bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting and finance from 
the University of Delaware 
and is currently working 
on his master’s degree at 
Miami University.

Gempesaw and his 
wife are members of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Oxford, Ohio.

St. John’s said in an 
e-mail to its campus com-
munity last week that Gem-
pesaw would be making sev-
eral visits to the university 
over the next few months 
before officially taking of-
fice, giving students and 
faculty the opportunity to 
meet and get to know him 
better.

“I am deeply honored 
to have been chosen to lead 
St. John’s University dur-
ing this transformational 
time and grateful for the 
confidence and support of 
everyone who participated 
in the search process,” 
Gempesaw said in a state-
ment. “With its diverse and 
accomplished students, ex-
ceptional faculty, devoted 
alumni, dedication to ser-
vice and commitment to 
the poor that is grounded 
in its Catholic and Vincen-
tian history, St. John’s has 
become one of New York’s 
most enduring institutions 
through its mission to pro-
vide a world-class, afford-
able education.”

Dr. Conrado M. Gempesaw will begin his term as president of St. 
John’s University in July. Photo courtesy St. John’s University

SJU gets fi rst president 
from outside the church

lead sponsors lead partners supporting 
sponsor

APRIL AND  UPCOMING MAY 2014

Date & time subject to change; check 
online before attending a giveaway.
Registration will be posted no earlier 
than three weeks before a giveaway 
date. 
Limited quantities will be available for 
walk-ups on a first-come first-served 
basis. 

April 26 // 10:00am–2:00pm
73-55 Grand Ave.; Maspeth
TD Bank

May  3//9:30am-11:30am
144-30 Gravett Rd; Kew Gardens
PS219Q

May 4//1:30pm-3:30pm
87th  St and Pitkin Ave; Ozone Park
Susty Q & Ozone Park CSA

Pick up your free tree! In partnership 
with community organizations in 
Queens, NYRP is giving away trees. 
NYC residents can pick up a free 
tree and learn how to plant and care 
for them. 

To reserve your free tree, 
register online at www.nyrp.org/
treegiveaways

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO RESERVE YOUR FREE TREE  VISIT WWW.NYRP.ORG/TREEGIVEAWAYS

NEW YORK RESTORATION PROJECT
SPRING 2014 TREE GIVEAWAYS

* From select group 
of frames. Some 
Restrictions Apply: 
May not be com-
bined with any other 
offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insur-
ance plans... Coupon 
must be presented at time 
of sale. Thanks.

BUY 1 GET 1

We Accept 
GVS & 

Many Third 
Party, Union & 

Insurance 
Plans.

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 

w/Frames

$9999
Exam Extra

w/coupon, exp. 5-4-14

Buy One 
Get One Free

AND

$100 
OFF!*

COMPLETE PAIR 
OF GLASSES

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE 

LENSES

$16999*
w/coupon,

 exp. 5-4-14

When you 
purchase an 
Eye Exam, 
RECEIVE A 

FREE 
EYE EXAM 
for a friend or 
family 
member!
And receive 

$100 
OFF!*

LIMITED TIME 
OFFER

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., and Fri. 1030-530 
Tues. and Thurs. 1130-730 30-430We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND      AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E

A
S

Y
 F

IN
A

N
C

IN
G

! O
V

E
R

 3
0

 B
A

N
K

S
 O

N
 LO

C
A
T
IO

N
! E

A
S

Y
 F

IN
A

N
C

IN
G

!
†
†



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
IL

 18
–2

4,
 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
34

BT

BY KELSEY DURHAM

School technology and com-
munity safety were among the 
items that topped the list of win-
ning projects in this year’s par-
ticipatory budgeting process for 
City Council District 23.

Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) invited 
his constituents to the Queens 
County Farm Museum April 9 for 
his official announcement of the 
Top 5 projects that were chosen 
to be included in this year’s $1.1 
million participatory budgeting 
project.

Weprin’s is one of just five 
Council districts citywide to par-
ticipate in the process, which al-
lows residents to cast votes to de-
cide how they want city money to 
be spent on community projects 
in their neighborhoods.

This year marked the second 
budget cycle in which participa-
tory budgeting took place in Dis-
trict 23 — which covers Bayside, 
Bellerose, Douglaston, Fresh 
Meadows, Floral Park, Glen Oaks, 
Hollis Hills, Little Neck, Oakland 

Gardens, New Hyde Park and 
Queens Village.

More than 1,800 votes were 
cast, a 70 percent increase from 
the 1,100 that were cast last year, 
on the 14 projects chosen to be 
part of the final round, and the 
five with the most votes will be 
paid for by the city.

The project to receive the 
most votes — 1,166 — was a 
$450,000 proposal to purchase 
Smartboard technology boards 
for five schools within Educa-
tion District 26 — PS 33, PS 266, 
IS 109, Benjamin Cardozo High 
School and Queens High School 
of Teaching. The second-high-
est number of votes went to a 
$200,000 project for a fitness walk 
and exercise loop at Cunningham 
Park in northeast Queens, which 
received 875 votes.

The third-place project, with 
718 votes, will pay for the installa-
tion of $105,000 worth of portable 
security cameras in certain loca-
tions around the district, which 
Weprin said will be determined 
by the NYPD. Slightly more than 
$85,000 in technology upgrades at 

PS 18 and PS 135 took fourth place 
with 699 votes, and a $265,000 
project to upgrade security at the 
Fresh Meadows, Hollis and Wind-
sor Park libraries took the last 
winning spot with 671 votes.

Weprin said when participa-
tory budgeting first came to his 

district, he was skeptical of how 
successful it would be, but the 
councilman said last week that 
he believes the increase in votes 
is proof that the process is work-
ing.

“People want to be a part of 
government, and I’ve always been 

a big believer in that,” Weprin 
said. “When people get involved, 
government can be fun, and that’s 
what this is about. When people 
see government in action, they 
appreciate it more and I think 
this has been great.”

Douglaston resident Barry 
Cohen said he was pleased with 
the results and agreed with We-
prin’s idea that participatory bud-
geting has so far been a unique 
opportunity for Council District 
23 residents.

“It’s very democratic,” Co-
hen said. “It gets people involved 
and it’s nice when people feel like 
they’re part of the results.”

Weprin said the money for the 
projects, which total $1,105,785, 
will be officially secured in June 
when the budget for the 2014-15 
fiscal year is adopted, and he said 
he hopes to have all the winning 
projects completed in no more 
than a year.

Reach reporter Kelsey Dur-
ham at 718-260-4573 or by e-mail at 
kdurham@cnglocal.com.

City Councilman Mark Weprin speaks at a gathering to announce the results of 
District 23’s recent participatory budgeting voting. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Weprin names fi ve projects that win budget vote
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

From Portuguese pael-
la to Turkish delight, food-
ies will get to sample dishes 
that are as diverse as the 
borough they’re from at 
this year’s Queens Taste.

More than 800 people 
are expected to attend the 
annual food-and-network-
ing event, which will serve 
cuisine from more than 50 
Queens restaurants.

“We have a pretty good 
diversity this year,” said 
Rob MacKay, of the Queens 
Economic Development 
Corp., which organizes the 
event. “In previous years 
it’s been heavy on Italian 
restaurants and this year 
we have a better selection.”

A number of the res-
taurants that usually par-
ticipate in Queens Taste 
had to cancel this year be-
cause of the economic toll 
the harsh winter took on 
their establishments, Mac-
Kay said.

“It was really cold so 
not as many people were 
going out,” he said. “We 
usually have a couple res-
taurants drop off, but it was 
a little bit surprising this 
year to have so many res-
taurants not do it again.”

More than 10 restau-
rants who served food in 
Queens Taste last year 
decided not to come back, 
but this opened spots for a 
diverse array of new par-
ticipants. 

Among them are Pa-
Nash, a new Rosedale res-
taurant that serves what it 
calls “Euro Soul” food, the 
fusion of Mediterranean 
and Moroccan cuisine with 
Caribbean and soul food in-
fluences.

Other newcomers in-
clude Cypriot restaurant 
Zenon Taverna and a Long 
Island City gastro pub 
called Dutch Kills Cen-
traal.

On top of all the savory 
choices, there will be a 
wide range of desserts and 
pastries.

The event, held at Citi 
Field in past years, will 
take place at the Sheraton 
LaGuardia East Hotel, at 
135-20 39th Ave. in Flush-
ing, Tuesday, April 29, from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Queens foodies will 
also be able to choose from 
a number of drinks, includ-
ing beer and spirits from 
Queens Distillery, Queens 
Brewery, Punzoné Vodka 
and Brooklyn Brewery, 
some of which will be set 
up in a beer tent on the 
Sheraton’s outdoor patio. 
Those looking for a non-
alcoholic drink can wash 

down their food with some 
Chinese tea from Flush-
ing’s Rose House.

This year’s event will 
have a World’s Fair theme, 
in commemoration of the 
50th and 75yh anniversa-
ries of the 1939 and 1964 
World’s Fairs that took 
place in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. Old pictures 
of the World’s Fairs will be 
broadcast on TV screens 
and a mother-daughter duo 
who sold Belgian waffles 
at the World’s Fair in 1964 
will attend. The Queens 
Historical Society will also 
be showcasing memorabil-
ia from the fairs.

“I look forward to 
Queens Taste all year,” said 
Seth Bornstein, executive 
director of QEDC. “It is so 
much fun on so many levels 
— the food, the drinks, the 
people, the venue and the 
celebration.”

Tickets for Queens 
Taste 2014 will cost $100 per 
person or $175 for two and 
proceeds from the event 
will go toward the QEDC, a 
nonprofit that strives to at-
tract and maintain jobs in 
the borough through busi-
ness services and neighbor-
hood development.

O Lavrador Restaurant will be one of more than 50 restaurants 
that will serve food at Queens Taste 2014. Photo courtesy QEDC

New restaurants fl ock 
to Queens Taste 2014

If you think it’s impossible to  your home,

THINK AGAIN!
Even if you were turned down before, you may now qualify

for the .

HSOSTNA

Contact  Emily Y. Lui - Mortgage Consultant 
at 347.276.8123 to learn more.

If the new loan is secured by your primary residence and the unpaid principal balance exceeds the property’s fair market value, the 
interest on the portion of the unpaid principal balance that is greater than the fair market value of your primary residence is not 
deductible for federal income tax purposes. You should consult a tax advisor for further information regarding the deductibility of 
interest and charges.

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. 
Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are 
believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not 
an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans are 
subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products, and/or programs, or incentives are 
available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply. New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State 
Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, 
MA, NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 04/15/2014 *Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

NMLS#344503

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

More than 800 people are ex-
pected to attend this year’s 
event, which will show-
case some of the borough’s 
most decadent deserts. 

Photo courtesy QEDC

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
IL

 18
–2

4,
 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
36

BT

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Several weeks after six 

out of seven of the borough’s 
state senators penned their 
names to a Queens Library 
reform bill, Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) introduced 
his own proposal that one-
ups his mainline Demo-
cratic colleagues.

Avella, who alienated 
himself from the Democrat-
ic Party in February when 
he joined the Independent 
Democratic Conference, in-
troduced legislation Mon-
day that includes almost all 
of the proposals set forth 
in a bill introduced late 
last month by Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) in the 
wake of ongoing criticisms 
of the library’s operations 
and its president, Thomas 
Galante.

“As a courtesy I did 
that. We have some of the 
provisions in that bill to 
make it a bit stronger,” 
Avella said, explaining he 
was already working on 
his own legislation when 
the Democratic Conference 
reached out and asked him 
to jump on board with Gia-
naris’ proposal.

Shortly after joining 
the breakaway Democratic 
conference Avella, a two-
term senator, got the first 
piece of legislation he in-
troduced in 2011 moved 
through committee. He said 
he is in the best position to 
get meaningful legislation 
passed on the issue.

”You have to under-
stand, Gianaris is in the 
minority conference. It’s 
very tough for someone in 
the minority conference to 
get something passed, es-
pecially something of this 
significance,” he said. “I’m 
in the majority. Let’s deal 
in reality here.”

Both bills incorporate 
elements requested by Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz, who joined Gianaris 
at a news conference an-

nouncing his legislation.
The five remaining 

members of the borough’s 
Senate delegation have 
signed on to support his 
bill, which also enjoys the 
backing of about two-thirds 
of Queens’ state Assembly 
members.

Pointing to his bor-
oughwide support, Gia-
naris said he would be 
disappointed to see Avella 
playing politics.

“I hope he’s not say-
ing he and his colleagues 
would oppose a meritorious 
proposal just because it was 
proposed by Democrats,” 
he said. “That would be the 
ultimate cynical position.”

Both proposals share 
common ground in remak-
ing the library’s board of 
directors, which failed to 
force Galante to take a tem-
porary leave of absence in 
a 9-9 split vote earlier this 
month.

 The board has come 
under fire for approving a 
$392,000 salary for Galante, 
who has been the subject of 
scrutiny by the City Coun-
cil and the FBI concerning 
his outside income and 
questionable operation of 
the taxpayer-funded non-
profit.

Both lawmakers’ bills 
would reduce the terms 
board members serve from 

five years to two, would re-
quire trustees to be either 
Queens residents or own-
ers/operators of a borough 
business, set guidelines for 
removing board members 
and establish several inter-
nal oversight committees.

The battling bills 
would also require the li-
brary’s executive director 
and key personnel to make 
financial disclosures, limit 
the type and extent of out-
side employment and create 
conflict of interest rules.

Avella’s legislation 
goes a few steps further, be-
ginning with a prohibition 
on outside employment for 
any library employee mak-
ing more than $150,000 a 
year.

His bill would also 
clean the slate at the board, 
creating an entire new 
group of trustees Jan. 1 and 
reducing the number of 
members to 11.

Avella would also seek 
to see changes to all three 
of the city’s public library 
systems, changing the City 
Charter to list executives at 
the Queens, Brooklyn and 
New York public librar-
ies as public servants. He 
would put all three systems 
under the state’s public of-
ficers law, making them 
subject to Freedom of Infor-
mation Law requests.

With Queens Library President Thomas Galante (l.) under fire, 
state Sen. Tony Avella has introduced a bill that battles with one 
put forth by his colleagues aimed at reforming the library.

Avella pens duelling bill
detailing library reform

Honor them with an ad 
in TimesLedger Newspapers 

special issue published 
May 9, 2014!

Deadline May 2, 2014
For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537 
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (3.5” x 4.5”)  1/8 H (3.5” x 2.15”)

1/12 Page (2.3” x 2.15”)
1/2V (3.5” x 9.125”)  1/2H (7.25” x 4.5”)

Full Page (7.25” x 9.125”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens 

Impact Awards Winners?
HONOREES

Gianna Cerbone-Teoli
Don and Katha Cato
Salvatore Lopizzo

Hakeem Rahim
Audra Fordin

George Subraj
Andrew Koslosky

Dr. Joseph J. Lieber
Lakia Echols
Greg Mays

Mandy Kelso
Carmine DeSena
Virginia DeMillio
Andrea Adams

Ronnie and Hank Arond
Carly Rose Nieves

Kwanghee Kim
Mandingo Tshaka

Carl Ballenas
Lily Gavin

Rodney Pride
Susan Agin

Rev. Philip Craig
Michael McCreesh

Lucy Hossain

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 8, 2014

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Thursday, 
May 15th, 

2014

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your
Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY
th

Door To Door Transportation 
from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The developers of 
Flushing Commons have 
cleared their last major 
hurdles before construc-
tion can begin on the long-
delayed, $850 million devel-
opment.

F&T and the Rockefell-
er groups have put together 
$313 million to pay for the 
first phase of the project, 
scheduled to start this 
spring.

The developers closed 
on a $235 million loan from 
Starwood Property Trust 
at the end of March to help 
finance the cost.

The remaining $78 
million includes debt and 
equity investment.

Once completed, the 
project will turn Municipal 
Lot 1, at the corner of 39th 
Avenue and Union Street in 
downtown Flushing, into 
a multi-use complex with 
residential, retail and com-
mercial space, as well as a 
62,000-square-foot YMCA 
and 1,600 parking spaces. 
The developers reached a 
deal with the city at the end 
of 2013 to buy the lot for $20 
million.

It was originally pro-
posed eight years ago and 
passed by the City Council 
in 2010, but was delayed for 
years because of funding 
problems.

“We’re finally here af-
ter a lot of years. I know a 
lot of people have been pa-
tient,” said Michael Meyer, 
head of F&T Group, at a 
Community Board 7 meet-
ing in December. “With 

the economic downturn of 
the last five years, it threw 
a monkey wrench into our 
plans. We had to adapt, but 
I’m happy to say we’re fi-
nally doing it.”

Now that they have 
bought the land from the 
city and secured funding, 
the project’s developers 
expect above-ground con-
struction to start in late 
May or early June.

A spokesman for the 
developers said prelimi-
nary work on the first 
phase of the development 
started in mid-March. This 
included electrical work, 
changes to ramps and other 
internal updates necessary 
for excavation.

Construction on the 
development will happen 
in two phases in order to 
retain the available park-
ing while work goes on. 
A four-level underground 
parking structure will be 
built in the first phase to 
allow for the bulk of the 

above-ground construction 
to take part in the second 
phase without disrupting 
the existing 1,144 parking 
spaces.

This was done to alle-
viate community concerns 
that construction would 
limit parking and disrupt 
adjacent small businesses 
in downtown Flushing. 
A task force was set up by 
Borough President Melin-
da Katz in March to ensure 
there is a dialogue between 
the site’s developers and 
the community.

The Rockefeller Group 
has also set up a website at 
flushingcommonsupdates.
com to post updates in or-
der to keep the community 
informed about the proj-
ect’s progress.

Phase 1 is expected to 
be completed in early 2017 
and will include 220,000 
square feet of commercial 
and office space as well as 
150 units of housing.

Michael Meyer, head of F&T Group, talks about the Flushing 
Commons development in 2010. Photo by Connor Adams Sheets

Developers fi nd funds 
for Flushing Commons

For security purposes, bags may be checked.               An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR and Metro-North at mta.info
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

SAVE TIME!  Buy Tickets Online AutoShowNY.com
Tickets are just $15, children $5

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

The Flushing Commons development will turn Municipal Lot 1 in Flushing into residential, commercial 
and retail space. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Before Jessame Han-
nus found her dream apart-
ment in Rego Park, she 
knew the neighborhood be-
cause of the so-called Bou-
levard of Death that runs 
through it.

Since moving to the 
area in 2006, Hannus said 
she grew accustomed to 
avoiding Queens Boulevard 
by walking on side streets 
to stores along the road 
known for a preponderance 
of fatal accidents.

But Hannus said she 
and a few dozen others in-
volved with Transportation 
Alternatives’ Queens Activ-
ist Committee are pushing 
to change that by asking the 
city to conduct a feasibility 
study of ways to improve 
Queens Boulevard. Such 
inquires serve as precur-
sors to road redesigns and 
other safety improvements, 
the group said.

“Queens is more re-

nowned for the Boulevard of 
Death than it is for our cul-
tural institutions and our 
diverse neighborhoods,” 
Hannus said. “By chang-
ing Queens Boulevard, you 
could really change that.”

Transportation Alter-
natives, an organization 
that promotes public trans-
portation, walking and cy-
cling, would like the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion to study transforming 
Queens Boulevard into a 
complete street.

The term “complete 
street” refers to roads that 
offer a separate space for 
vehicles, bikes and pedes-
trians and may incorporate 
more islands for walkers as 
well as Select Bus Service 
to minimize buses’ pres-
ence on the road, according 
to Celia Castellan, Trans-
portation Alternatives’ 
Queens organizer.

Police Department 
crash statistics indicate 
six fatal accidents and 492 

injuries — involving 32 cy-
clists and 120 pedestrians 
— occurred along Queens 
Boulevard in 2013, Castel-
lan said.

A map of crashes com-
piled by Transportation 
Alternatives shows the 
most — 47 —  collisions 
happened near the corner 
of Queens Boulevard and 
Grand Avenue from 2002-11. 
The boulevard’s intersec-

tions with 69th Street, 63rd 
Avenue, 63rd Drive and 71st 
Avenue also had more than 
30 incidents during that 
time period.

Just this January an 
elderly woman was struck 
by a Q46 bus while crossing 
Queens Boulevard near 71st 
Avenue and had to have at 
least one of her ankles am-
putated, her attorney said 
at the time.

Transportation Al-
ternatives has recruited 
more than 3,300 people to 
sign a petition calling for 
the study and solicited a 
letter of support from City 
Council members Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village) and 
Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest).

“We stand together 
and call on the Depart-
ment of Transportation to 
make Queens Boulevard 
one of their key priorities 
in enacting its Vision Zero 
initiative,” the letter noted, 
referencing Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s commitment to end  
traffic deaths and injuries 
on city streets.

The group has also 
begun pitching its plan to 
community boards, which 
started with Community 
Board 6 April 9.

CB 6 District Manager 
Frank Gulluscio said the 

board seemed to back the 
endeavor and was consid-
ering passing a resolution 
formalizing its support.

DOT would not com-
ment on the feasibility 
study, but noted that it had 
taken steps to improve 
Queens Boulevard over the 
past decade, such as install-
ing pedestrian and count-
down signals and electron-
ic speed boards.

The agency also said 
it welcomed feedback from 
the borough at two Vision 
Zero workshops planned in 
Queens May 21 and May 29.

“DOT is always in-
terested in working with 
Queens residents, commu-
nity groups and all New 
Yorkers on achieving our 
shared goal of creating 
safer streets for everyone,” 
DOT said in a statement.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Police investigate a crash on Queens Boulevard.

Group pushes for study of perils on Queens Blvd.

Our Technicians  
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N.Y. State  
Recognized
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BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)
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Repair Service Station  
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The BBB (212) 533-6200  
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BUREAU
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OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

SPRING SPECIAL BRAKE SERVICE 
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FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

New Anti-Freeze

Battery Pads or Reline Shoes
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Only  
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Add $10
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Domestic Cars  
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IO Point Safety  
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Rotate tires 
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BY BILL PARRY

The organizers of two 
major Long Island City 
springtime events were re-
lieved and grateful that the 
MTA reworked its plans to 
provide weekend service 
on the No. 7 subway line 
during the weekend of May 
17-18.

The decision was made 
three weeks after Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority President Carmen 
Bianco and his senior staff 
took part in a town hall 
meeting with residents and 
business owners that have 
been affected by the service 
disruptions.

During the meeting’s 
public forum, Elizabeth 
Lusskin, president of LIC 
Partnership, explained that 
the first Vernon Boulevard 
street fair, LIC Springs!, on 
May 17 was designed to go 
hand-in-hand with the 4th 
annual LIC Arts Open to 
draw as many people to the 
neighborhood as possible.

“It’s one weekend, one 
day when Long Island City 
is all coming together,” she 
said. “The loss of the 7 train 
from Times Square all the 
way to Jackson Heights 
means we can’t get people in 
from Manhattan or Queens 
and that’s a body blow.”

Richard Mazda, found-
er of LIC Arts Open, took a 
different tact when it was 
his turn to speak.

“To be honest, at the 
town hall there was enough 
anger in the room,” he said. 
“I strategically posed the 
question about the date for 
the following year to make 
it easy for him to say yes. 
When the whole world zigs, 
it’s better to zag.”

There is no telling 
which approach worked 
best in this instance.

MTA spokesman Kev-
in Ortiz said, “Whether 
through town halls or our 
own public hearings, com-
munity input is always a 
vital part of our decision-
making process. There are 
times when we can accom-

modate certain requests 
and other instances when 
we cannot.”

Lusskin and Mazda 
were thrilled with the deci-
sion.

“The MTA had to do 
a lot of work to make this 
possible, so we will make 
the most of the opportunity 
and make LIC Springs! re-
ally special and reach the 
widest audience possible.”

LIC Arts Open, al-
ready the borough’s largest 
arts festival, running from 
May 14-18, will be even big-
ger this year with 35 events 
in 53 venues, including the 
work of 250 artists.

The logistics of run-
ning such an event gave 
Mazda a greater apprecia-
tion of the MTA’s decision.

“My first thought was 
that I was amazed and then 
I sympathized with them 
because I know how com-
plicated it was for them to 
do. A lot of work goes into 
the planning and schedul-
ing,” he said.

Mazda added that it is 
important that the LIC Arts 
Open is experienced by as 
many people as possible.

“We need to showcase 
the LIC art community to 
the rest of the city and the 
world because ours is more 
established, accomplished 
and mature than any other 
art community in the city,” 
he said. “When I go to Wil-
liamsburg I can throw a 
rock in any direction and 
hit a 25-year-old hipster 

with a big beard claiming 
to be an artist. Here we ac-
complish art and we do it 
discreetly.”

The MTA also an-
nounced that a long-prom-
ised marketing campaign 
is up and running. Digital 
messaging and a Web pres-
ence is designed to help 
Long Island City’s cultural 
institutions, restaurants 
and small businesses draw 
visitors while service is 
suspended on the No. 7 dur-
ing the weekends.

Mta.info now features 
an ad that says, “Long Is-
land City, Queens — On the 
grid, Under the radar.” Pic-
tures from The Chocolate 
Factory, The Noguchi Mu-
seum, Alobar restaurant 
and MoMA PS1 are shown 
with a tagline that says, 
“Experience New York 
City’s Best Kept Secret.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Artist Gabriele stands beside his work on display at a street fair 
during the LIC Arts Open in 2012.

MTA will let No. 7 run
for two big LIC events

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

The No. 7 train will be up and 
running May 17-18, the MTA an-
nounced.
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LATE PAGE

Registration Hours: Mon - Thurs 4-9pm, Fri 4-8pm & Sat 9-3pm

Classes offered:
Musical Theater ~ Jazz ~ Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~ Tap

Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Stretch & Strengthening ~ Improvisation ~ Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing

Acrobatics ~ Zumbatonic ~ Latin Dance ~ Mommy & Me ~ Combo Classes

All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes ~ Special Needs Classes

NEW Drama & Voice Lessons

132–11A 14th Avenue, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

AAccr

~ Tap~ Ta

~ Breakdancing

aasssseess



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
IL

 18
–2

4,
 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
42

BT

BY SARINA TRANGLE

While elected offi-
cials push for a parade to 
welcome home Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans, 
the Ozone-Howard Little 
League has taken steps to 
honor the homebound with 
a memorial.

The service records 
of several neighborhood 
residents who died fight-
ing abroad or came back 
with injuries compelled 
the youth baseball organi-
zation to take action, said 
Ralph Wallace, vice presi-
dent of the league.

The Ozone-Howard 
Little League decided to 
install a flagpole complete 
with a commemorative 
plaque near its fields along 
Centerville Street by 149th 
Avenue.

“There’s a lot of kids 
in the neighborhood that 
are coming back. They’re 

injured. They can’t get 
jobs. We feel they’re under-
appreciated,” Wallace said. 
“We’re playing baseball 
here because these kids are 
fighting for us.”

A 50-foot-tall pole 
capped with a replica of 
an eagle currently hoists 
an American flag by the 
league’s headquarters.

And Wallace said the 
Little League plans to un-
veil a bronze plaque during 
an April 26 event, which 
will include breakfast at 
8:30 a.m. for veterans and 
a memorial dedication cer-
emony at 10 a.m.

Memorial construc-
tion began in October, with 
workers installing a flag-
pole donated from Howard 
Beach Memorial Services. 
The group gives flagpoles 
to civic groups and other 
organizations to promote 
showcasing of the country’s 
stars and stripes.

Brickwork on the me-
morial began after win-
ter. A footing designed to 
anchor the flagpole has 
since been built up into a 
platform of sand-colored 
bricks.

The 36-by-30-inch 
plaque slated to be installed 
later this month includes 
3-D images of soldiers fight-
ing through various wars 
and members of the armed 
forces raising the flag.

It also contains a mes-
sage from the Ozone-How-
ard Little League to veter-
ans of all conflicts.

“To the mothers, fa-
thers and families whose 
sons and daughters have 
made the supreme sacri-
fice, to those veterans who 
will suffer the wounds and 
ravages of war and to those 
missing and not yet home, 
in order that we may con-
tinue to live in freedom 
in the greatest nation on 
earth, the United States of 
America, ... may their sac-
rifices never be forgotten,” 
the 200-pound tablet reads.

A wrought-iron fence 
will also be erected around 
the memorial, Wallace 
said.

“It’s the effect we are 
trying to go for. It’s going 
to be here long after us,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) 

urged the U.S. Department 
of Defense this weekend to 
collaborate with the city on 
planning a parade for veter-
ans of the post-Sept. 11 wars 
along the historic Canyon 
of Heroes route, where pri-
or generations returning 
from wars have marched in 
lower Manhattan.

The City Council 
Committee on Veterans is 
weighing a resolution call-
ing for a ticker-tape parade 
to honor veterans of the 
Iraq conflict, which ended 
in 2011, and the war in Af-
ghanistan, which is expect-
ed to conclude by the end of 
2014.

Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park), chair-
man of the committee and 
co-sponsor of the resolu-
tion, said the Committee 
on Veterans plans to hold 
a hearing on the resolution 
in May.

The Ozone-Howard Little League has com-
missioned a plaque thanking veterans for their service. 

Photo courtesy Ozone-Howard Little League

Ozone-Howard Little League plans memorial for vets
Youth sports organization to unveil fl ag pole and plaque during April 26 commemorative event

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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Recreate
REDUCE, REDUCE, 

REUSE ANDREUSE AND

BY ALLISON PLITT

Have you ever worked on a 
crafts project at home and end-
ed up with excess buttons, rib-
bon, paper or yarn?  Have you 
ever toiled at a company that 
has supplies or office furniture 
that it no longer uses?  

If you’ve answered yes to 
both questions, you can donate 
these unneeded objects to Ma-
terials for the Arts, New York 
City’s municipal creative reuse 
center, located in Long Island 
City.

“MFTA collects dona-
tions of unneeded supplies 
from businesses and individu-
als and distributes them for 
free to thousands of non-profit 
arts organizations and public 
schools, helping the city divert 
more than 1 million pounds of 
materials from landfill every 
year,” Rachel Kuo, communi-
cations coordinator for MFTA, 
said. “By providing access to 
free materials, we level the 
playing field for a huge range 
of large and small, grassroots 
and well-established organiza-
tions across the city’s different 
neighborhoods. Our materials 
allow all of them to produce 

quality programs that enrich 
the city’s culture.”

From now through May 9, 
people can see examples of how 
some of these donated items 
have been put to use again, at 

the MFTA’s first exhibit of re-
cipient artwork called “Reuse 
Remixed: Small Works Show.”  

All the contributing art-
ists are based in New York City 
and their pieces on exhibit con-

tain materials from the MFTA 
warehouse located in Long 
Island City.  There are 150 art 
pieces on display by 60 differ-
ent artists.  The exhibit itself 
is at MFTA’s Gallery. Their 

35,000-square-foot office space 
also houses a warehouse, class-
rooms and studio space for an 
artist in residence to work.

The artists who reuse do-
nated materials are practicing 
“creative reuse,” in which ex-
cess materials are passed on to 
those who will use it.  

Antonio Pontón-Núñez, 
MFTA’s director of develop-
ment, explains the difference 
between “recycle” and “reuse.”

“When you recycle, you 
send something to a recycling 
plant and then the plastic is 
broken down,” Pontón-Núñez 
said. “When you’re reusing, 
you’re actually minimizing 
the carbon footprint of taking 
that item apart and literally re-
inventing the use of it.”

Created in 1978, MFTA is 
part of the city’s Department 
of Cultural Affairs and sup-
ported by the Departments 
of Sanitation and Education.  
In the 1990s MFTA wanted to 
become accessible for public 
school teachers, so the Depart-
ment of Education provided the 
reuse center with additional 
funding.

“Game Day,” a mix media piece by Hector Vega is included in the current MFTA exhibit. Photo by Allison Plitt

Long Island City’s Materials for the Arts takes 
donated goods, then turns them into artistic works

Continued on Page 48
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #88 Hard #88

W
eek 44

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

1

1 of 3 Choices

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

SERVING BRUNCH & DINNER 

Rawbar
Seafood
Drinks

and More...
28-08 34th St. 

Astoria, NY 11103 

(718) 721-2112

www com
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

At the end of Shake-
speare’s “Hamlet,” with 
most of the cast lying dead 
on the floor, Horatio bids 
the title character farewell.

“Good night sweet 
prince,” Horatio says. “And 
flight of angels sing thee to 
they rest!”

In Titan Theatre Co.’s 
version of the Bard’s great-
est works — one of the first 
it ever staged — Horatio’s 
lament was followed by 
the clamor of restaurant 
patrons ordering burritos 
next door at The Creek & 
The Cave in Long Island 
City.

“That’s when I knew it 
was time to move,” Lenny 
Banovez, Titan’s creative 
director, said. “We started 
at the Creek, then moved 
to the Secret (Theatre). Ev-
erywhere we’ve gone, we’ve 
outgrown the space.”

Well, it’s moving day 

once again for Titan as the 
troupe heads deeper into 
the borough to its new home 
at the Queens Theatre in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, where it opens its 
latest production, “King 
Lear,” next week. 

Audience members 
who may not be familiar 
with Titan’s work should 
realize its “King Lear” will 
most likely be vastly dif-
ferent than any they have 
seen before, including the 

multiple versions that have 
played the city this year 
alone. 

Titan’s most recent 
show, “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream,” involved 
cast members pulling the 
name of a character out of 
a hat at the start of each 
performance to determine 

which role they would play 
that evening. 

The show, a huge hit 
with audiences and critics 
at the Secret Theatre, is 
being prepped for a move 
to an Off-Broadway house 
later this year. 

And just like he did 
with that show, Banovez 

has cropped “King Lear” 
down to a more manageable 
— for both the cast and au-
dience — two-hour produc-
tion without compromising 
Shakespeare’s vision. 

It’s one of the reasons 
Broadway veteran Terry 
Layman, who plays Lear, 
is returning for his third 

Titan Theatre play. 
“What intrigues me, 

what I like about Titan, is 
they take the classics and 
distill them down to their 
most aromatic essence,” 
Layman said. “They are de-
liberate cuts. That doesn’t 
mean you don’t get the 

Titan Theatre Co. prepares for its next big role
‘King Lear’ on tap for acting troupe’s debut at Queens Theatre in Flushing Meadows Corona Park

IF YOU GO
Titan Theatre Co.’s 
“King Lear”

When: April 25 — May 11
Where: Queens Theatre, 
14 United Nations Ave. 
South, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: 
titantheatrecompany.com

Above left, Leah Gabriel (l. to r.), Susan Maris, Terry Layman and Laura Frye pose for publicity photographs for Titan Theatre Co.’s 
upcoming production of “King Lear.” At right, Terry Layman (l.) and Brendan Marshall-Rashid rehearse a scene from “King Lear.”  

Photos courtesy Lloyd Mulvey

Continued on Page 50
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Across
1. E-junk?
5. Slugger's tool
8. Public persona
13. Deli order
14. Houston university
15. Strictness
16. Nabisco treat
17. Top-rated
18. Pale
19. Shaped Chinese locale
22. Mountain follower
23. "___ the season …"
24. Modifies
27. Corp. bigwig
29. Subsides
33. Post-op time
34. Kind of trip?
36. OPEC member
37. Shaped Atlantic locale
40. Lode load
41. XL and EEE, e.g.
42. Sank, as a putt
43. Deli loaves
45. Dictionary abbr.
46. Mosquitoes, e.g.
47. Leaves in a bag?
49. ___ good example
50. Shaped South Pole locale
58. Inventor Nikola
59. Piece of art
60. Hip bones
61. Certain exams
62. Blows away
63. "I'm all ___!"
64. Code creator
65. Observed
66. Team type

Down
1. Bartender's pour
2. Prefix with meter

WHITE OUTCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

April 18-23, 2014

By Pete Canty

Geographic Shapes

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A C T S S L I D V I N E
S E A R S T I P E I S A Y
H O L I D A Y F A V O R I T E
E S L O G E E I T U N E S

P E E S I S I S
A W L E S S I T I S A B S
S H O E S A S S N A G R A
S I G N O F R O U G H S E A S
A T E S E E N S A M E N S
D E S E R N E B R A S S Y

A L M A A U L D
T O P P L E S I R E O N A
S U R R E N D E R S Y M B O L
A T E E T E N E T A O N E
R A P S S A T S D E E S

3. Domain
4. Night light?
5. Tundra, e.g.
6. Concern of 7-Down
7. Adolescent
8. Basra native
9. Treat badly
10. Turkish leader
11. Theater follower
12. Sea flier
14. Major and private, e.g.
20. Boeing rival
21. Absolut rival, briefly
24. Ann ___, Mich.
25. Distrustful
26. Blind mice count?
27. More precious
28. Many Christmas trees
30. Army brass?
31. Hay bundler

32. Sowed items
34. ___ Strip
35. Polynesian island
38. Former NBA-star Vlade
39. Document certifiers
44. Delays
46. German beer brand
48. Clear the slate
49. Certain driver's target?
50. Elementary particle
51. Claudius's successor
52. Ivan or Nicholas
53. "___ the night before..."
54. "Field of Dreams" setting
55. Cat's scratcher
56. Old Italian bread
57. Toward dawn

After a nearly year-
long search, the Astoria 
Performing Arts Center’s 
board of directors an-
nounced Erin Moore has 
been tapped as its new ex-
ecutive director. 

“I am thrilled to be join-
ing APAC as the new execu-
tive director,” Moore said. 
“It is an honor to be entrust-
ed with the responsibility of 
maintaining APAC’s legacy 
of excellence and continuing 
its integral role in the cul-
tural community of Astoria 
and Long Island City.”

Since its founding in 
2001, APAC has produced 
revivals of musicals and 
plays as well as intro-
ducing audiences to new 
works, like last year’s 
world premiere of Sandy 
Rustin’s “The Cottage.”

The company runs its 
office out of the Kaufman 
Astoria Studios and pro-
duces its shows at Good 
Shepherd United Method-
ist Church on Crescent 

Street near 30th Road.
“I am personally excit-

ed to become a part of this 
vibrant theatrical com-
munity, as I get to know 
the artists, artisans, and 
audiences who have been 
part of the APAC family 
for so many years, as well 
as the new faces the com-
ing months and years will 
bring to APAC’s perfor-
mances and community 
programs,” Moore said. 

Moore’s first task as ex-
ecutive director will be over-
seeing APAC’s production of 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II’s “Allegro,” 
directed by Tom Wojtunik, 
APAC’s artistic director, 

which opens May 1.
Moore holds a mas-

ter’s in arts administration 
from Columbia University, 
and has worked for vari-
ous theater and perform-
ing arts groups, including 
Lincoln Center Corporate 
Fund, Signature Theatre 
Co. and Second Stage The-
atre. Her resumé even in-
cludes a stint on the soap 
opera “Santa Barbara.”

Moore replaces Taryn 
Sacramone, who resigned 
last June to accept a simi-
lar post with Queens The-
atre in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. 

“We are thrilled to 
welcome our new executive 
director,” Shelly Felder, 
president of APAC’s board, 
said. “We are confident 
that Erin’s particular the-
ater experience will move 
APAC into the next phase 
of growth and help her to 
lead this organization we 
all love so well.”

— Kevin Zimmerman

PRODUCTIONS

“Dragula The Musical” — A 
free industry reading of a 
new musical by John Arthur 
Long and Theodore Kastrinos, 
“Dragula The Musical” tells the 
story of a drag performer’s 
fi ght to prove “it’s all right to 
be a transvestite.”
When: Saturday, April 19, at 8 pm
Where: Chain Theatre, 21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: Free, but reservations 
required
Contact: info@
variationstheatregroup.com

Astoria Performing Arts Center 
names new executive director

ERIN MOORE

“My Mother’s Italian, My 
Father’s Jewish & I’m in 
Therapy!” — In his one-man 
show, Steve Solomon uses 
the voices of 30 characters in 
hilarious situations. 
When: April 26, at 2 pm and 8 
pm; and April 27, at 3 pm 
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $35/general seating, $25/
rear seating
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org

“King Lear” — Titan Theatre 
Co. presents Shakespeare’s epic 

drama about an aging king and 
his three daughters. 
When: April 25 to May 11
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (347) 738-5602
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“Allegro” — This Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical from 1947 
follows Joseph Taylor Jr., son 
of a small-town doctor, on his 
journey to adulthood. 
When: May 1 to May 17, Thursday 
and Friday at 8 pm, Saturday at 
2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 30-44 

Continued on Page 48
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt 
— At the Queens Zoo, pick up a 
passport and every time you 
spot a colorful wooden egg 
around the park earn another 
stamp. Turn in your passport 
for a surprise at the end.
When: Saturday, April 19, and 
Sunday, April 20, from 10 am 
to 4 pm
Where: Queens Zoo, 53-51 111th 
St., Flushing
Cost: $8/adults, $6/seniors, $5/
children 3-12
Contact: (718) 220-5100
Website: www.queenszoo.com

Spring Egg-stravaganza! — 
Children can take part in an egg 
hunt and play old-fashioned 
games at this pre-Easter event. 
Two sessions offered and pre-
registration is required.
When: Saturday, April 19, from 
noon-1:30 pm and from 2 pm-
3:30 pm

Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $5/per child (in addition 
to garden admission)
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Hands-on History: Let’s Go 
Fly a Kite — Celebrate National 
Kite Month by creating and 
decorating your own kite and 
then try fl ying it at the King 
Manor Museum.
When: Saturday, April 19, from 
noon-3 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.org

Earth Day Festival — Learn 
about bee-keeping and the 
importance of clean waterways 
while making sculptures, 
jewelry and art from recycled 
materials. 
When: Tuesday, April 22, at 1 pm

Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Manifest in the Garden 
— Welcome spring in the 
traditional German way with 
an evening of music, food and 
drink, art and friendship in a 
garden setting.
When: Saturday, May 17, at 5:30 
pm
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $30/all inclusive, $25/
members
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

MUSIC

Queens Jazz OverGround 
Festival — The second 
annual festival features jazz 
performers from around the 
borough, master classes 
by music educators and 
performances by middle and 
high school jazz ensembles.
When: Saturday, April 26, from 
noon - 10 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700

Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

The Osmond Brothers — 
Experience Osmondmania as 
the musical family brings its 
“Up Close and Personal Tour” 
to Bayside. 
When: Sunday, April 27, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu
 
Queens Music Fest — The 
Queens Symphonic Band hosts 
an afternoon of Latin, big band 
and jazz groups. 
When: Sunday, May 4, from 
noon - 4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $10/general, $8/seniors 
and students
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu

FILM

“Growing Cities” — A special 
Earth Day screening of a new 
documentary showcasing 
innovators and everyday 
people who are transforming 
urban agriculture. A discussion 

will follow the fi lm.
When: Tuesday, April 22, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

In Defense Of — Artists 
from St. John University’s 
Department of Art and Design 
have created works for their 
BFA thesis projects. 
When: Through April 27
Where: Dorsky Gallery, 11-03 
45th Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 937-6317
Website: www.dorsky.org

Artist in Exile: Creativity, 
Activism and the Diasporic 
Experience — Recent 
works, including paintings, 
photography and video, 
explore issues of innovation, 
displacement and identity.
When: Through May 3
Where: Dr. M. T. Geoffrey Yeh 
Art Gallery/Sun Yat Sen Hall, St. 
John’s University, 8000 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica Estates
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu

Do you want the cosmetic 
version or do you want 
the real deal? Los Angeles 
Poverty Department, 1985-
2014 — LAPD, founded in 1985 
on L.A.’s Skid Row, includes 
homeless or former homeless 
people in performance art 
pieces. 
When: Through May 11
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

SculptureCenter — Four 
simultaneous presentations 
by artists Rossella Biscotti, 
David Douard, Radamés “Juni” 
Figueroa and Jumana Manna. 
Each exhibit represents the 
fi rst solo project for each 
artist. 
When: Through May 12
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/suggested donation, 
$3/students
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: www.sculpture-
center.org

Noguchi’s Early Drawings: 
1927-1932 — An exhibition of 

Continued on Page 50
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MFTA’s Education 
Center offers a wide variety 
of workshops and programs 
for students and educators.  

One example is MFTA’s 
residencies, which bring art-
ists with educational back-
grounds to schools or sites to 
work with teachers and stu-
dents on art projects linked 
to curriculums.  MFTA hosts 
field trips where students 
can tour the warehouse and 
create reuse artwork reus-
ing donated materials.  

Friends of Materials 
for the Arts, the non-profit 
organization that acts as a 
public-private partner to 
MFTA, sponsors the Artist-
in-Residence program.  

“[The residency] is not 
a city program, but some-
thing Friends of Materials 
for the Arts raises money 
for,” Pontón-Núñez said.  
“We give selected NYC-
based artists a stipend, ac-
cess to materials and studio 
space which culminates in 
their own exhibit.”

Besides the small 
works group show, MFTA 
will hold three other exhib-
its in its gallery this year.  

Artist-in-Residence 
Bernard Klevickas will put 
his artwork on display from 
May 15 - Aug. 20, “35 Years 
of MFTA:  Retrospective” 
will be shown from Aug. 

21 - Nov. 14, and Artist-in-
Residence Lina Puerta will 
exhibit her creations from 
Nov. 20 - Feb. 20, 2015.

Despite the increas-
ing number of creative 
programs MFTA offers, 
Pontón-Núñez reiterates 
the underlying mission of 
MFTA:  creative reuse.  

“It’s important that 
people start thinking that 
recycling is not the only op-
tion to saving the environ-
ment,” he said. “If people 
can stop throwing away 
the plastic bottle and just 

reuse it constantly every 
day, then we’ll definitely be 
in a better place.”

Learn more about Ma-
terials for the Arts at materi-
alsforthearts.org. To donate, 
e-mail donations@mfta.nyc.
gov. If you’re a teacher, e-
mail education@mfta.nyc.
gov to find out if your school 
has an active account to re-
ceive free materials. For arts 
organizations and city agen-
cies, call 718-729-3001 to find 
out if you are eligible for a 
recipient membership. 

Reduce, reuse and recreate
Continued from Page 43

Antonio Pontón-Núñez, MFTA’s director of development, holds a 
donated foamcore board that can be flipped over and reused as 
an artist’s canvas. Photo by Allison Plitt

THURSDAY, APRIL 24 at 8pm 
Featuring Mike Yard, Imagine, Kenny Williams, 
and Eric Nieves & Omar Thompson hosted by: 
Sal Abbatiello  •  Tickets $15  
 

Named the “Top Illusionist in the 
World” by Caesars Entertainment, 
Rob Lake is internationally renowned for 
his mesmerizing and award-winning
illusion spectacular.  •  Tickets $20 - $30

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 26 
7:30 & 9:30pm 

THE MAGIC OF

Under 18 must enter via 6th-Floor garage level.

    

THURSDAY, APRIL 24 at 8pm 
Featuring Mike Yard, Imagine, Kenny Williams, 
and Eric Nieves & Omar Thompson hosted by: 
Sal Abbatiello  •  Tickets $15

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY.
24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens, near JFK Airport.  Locate Your Free Shuttle: RWRedExpress.com

rwnewyork.com

URSDAY APRIL 24 at 8pm

Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/seniors 
and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Night Must Fall” — 
Douglaston Community 
Theatre Group presents the 
psychological thriller by 
Emlyn Williams, which tells the 
story of a bitter old woman, 
her niece and a handsome 
stranger. 
When: May 2 to May 17
Where: Zion Episcopal Church 
Hall on Hall Street, Douglaston
Website: www.
spotlightonstage.com/dct.htm

Theater
Continued from Page 46

Boogie Stomp! — Pianists Bob 
Baldori and Arthur Migliazza 
tell the story of boogie 
woogie, its origin, its ongoing 
development and how it relates 
to all of American music. 
When: May 8-31
Where: Chain Theatre,21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $45/general, $95/VIP 
includes post-performance 
reception
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.com

“Peter Pan” — Travel with the 
“Boy Who Wouldn’t Grow Up” 
to Neverland in the musical 
version of James M. Barrie’s play 
presented by The Andrean Players. 
When: May 9 to May 17, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, and 
Sunday, May 18, at 4 pm

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Where: St. Andrew Avelino 
Church, Northern Boulevard 
and 157th Street, Flushing
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382
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—Fine Waterfront Italian Dining—

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718 -767-3100

Easter Menu
SUNDAY, APRIL 20, 2014

$45.00 per person

APPETIZER
Stuffed Mozzarella

Homemade mozzarella stuffed with roasted peppers, 
mushroom and spinach with a balsamic reduction

PASTA
Fusilli al Filetto di Pomodoro

Homemade pasta with sliced onion, plum tomatoes 
and basil in a fresh tomato sauce

ENTREES
Choice of:

Agnello al Forno con Menta
Roasted leg of lamb with mint jelly sauce

Maiale alla Dolce Vita
Stuffed pork loin with prosciutto, spinach 

and roasted peppers in a procini mushroom sauce

Branzino Almondina
Grilled Branzino with a lemon and wine white sauce

Prime Rib Au Jus
Baked prime rib in au jus sauce

Entrees served with string beans, carrots and roasted potatoes

DESSERT
Cake, Coffee, Tea

Reservations Recommended  No Coupons Accepted

(718) 767-4699

Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

Easter Fixed Menu
Appetizer
Choice of:

 Chicken Orzo Soup 
 Baked Clams Calamari 

 Fresh Mozzarella Caprese 

 Baby Arugula 
with Gorgonzola Cheese, 

Tomatoes

First Course
 Lobster Ravioli with Vodka Sauce

*All main courses served with Grilled Vegetables and Potato Croquette

Includes Coffee or Tea
Choice of Cheesecake, Tiramisu, Spumoni, or Tortoni

 Roasted Leg of Lamb
 Rib Eye Steak

 Veal Scaloppini alla Ducale 
(Sun Dried Tomatoes, Asparagus, 

Shiitaki Mushrooms)

 Lamb Osso Bucco
 Red Snapper Marchiaro

 Sword Fish 
(Sautéed with Heart 

of Artichoke & Capers)

Main Course 
Choice of:

$47.95
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depth. The language is all 
still there.”

What also remains is the 
story of a father, Lear, who 
decides to divide his estate 
between his three daughters, 
Goneril, Regan and Cord-
ella, based on who loves him 
the most. After Goneril and 
Regan flatter their father he 
opts to split the estate between 
his two eldest offspring, leav-
ing Cordella, who truly loves 
the man, with nothing. 

Naturally, this being 
Shakespeare, Lear’s deci-
sion causes him to have a 
nervous breakdown while 
Cordella struggles with 
the fact that the father she 
loves disowns her. 

Titan Theatre Group 
member Laura Frye por-
trays Regan, Lear’s middle 
daughter, in what she calls 
her favorite of all of Shake-
speare’s plays. 

“Not much has changed 
in the psychology,” Frye 
said. “He is dealing with is-
sues that are interesting to 
watch play out. These are 
decisions that have been 

made based on feelings.”
And these choices and 

actions continue to happen 
to this day, Layman said. 

“The examination of 
property and power and the 
love of a family transcends 
those of royalty,” Layman 
said. “There is a universal-
ity to it. Shakespeare in-
vented the idea of what it is 
to be human.”

Banovez and Frye, 
his wife, started the Titan 
Theatre Group in 2007 as 
a way to produce classical 
works with a modern twist. 
The earliest shows — first 
staged in 2009 — included 
“Hamlet,” “Romeo and Ju-
liet” and “Love’s Labour 
Lost.” Each play included 
classically trained actors 
in modern dress, as well 
as Banovez’s editing touch, 
which renders complicated 
plays more accessible. 

“The story guides me,” 
Banovez said. “I know the 
story I want to tell and how 
we get there — well, the play’s 
the thing — we all get there 
through a collaboration. All 
23 people come together.”

Although there are 
23 actors in “King Lear,” 

most of the performers 
come from the 15 or so core 
members who do more for 
the company than just act. 
These multitasking mem-
bers help with fund-raising 
and social media, what 
Banovez refers to as help-
ing to grow the company. 

“It’s great to work as 
an ensemble,” Tristan Col-
ton, who plays Edmund 
in “King Lear,” said. “We 
know how each other works 
and we’re coming in with 
no inhibitions.”

Of course, this time the 
group is headed into a dif-
ferent space and will need 
to figure out how to make it 
work in a new home. 

Queens Theatre’s 
Managing Director Taryn 
Sacramone would like to 
see the group settle in for a 
long stay. 

“It is my hope this is 
the beginning of a great 
partnership,” Sacramone 
said. “They are wonderful 
artists. They are great, pas-
sionate, smart and talented 
people. They are exactly 
the kind of company that I 
would like to see succeed.”

Titan
Continued from Page 45

the artist’s nudes made during 
the period he was developing 
his singular style. 
When: Through May 25, 
Wednesday to Friday 10 am to 
5 pm, Saturday and Sunday 11 
am to 6 pm
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island 
City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

MoMA PS1 — The Long 
Island City branch of New 
York’s premiere modern 
art institution offers 
rotating exhibitions and 
long-term installations. 
Currently on view: Korakrit 
Arunanondchai’s video 
installation “2012-2555”; Maria 
Lassnig’s self-portraits based 
on how her body feels from 
the inside.
When: Through May 25
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students and 
seniors, Free/children under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084

Arts
Continued from Page 47

Website: www.momaps1.org

Year of Brazil: Art of South 
America — The Godwin-
Ternbach Museum highlights 
South American artworks 
from its permanent collection. 
When: Through August
Where: The Godwin-
Ternbach Museum at Queens 
College Klapper Hall, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.
edu/godwin_ternbach

DANCE

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. 
All experience levels are 
welcome and all materials are 
provided. When: Mondays, 
5:30 pm workshop for children 
8 to 11; 6:30 pm workshop for 
all ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/
students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 

— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior 
Center, 67-09 Kissena 
Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

KIDS & FAMILY

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-
In Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore 
the galleries and then spend 
time in the education room 
making art. Educators will be 
on hand to discuss gallery 
connections, introduce 
materials and assist in art 
making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM

The Home Of Euro-Soul Cuisine

Situated on the border of Queens and Long Island is New York’s Newest upscale dining and ultra lounge. Pa-Nash is quickly becoming the talk of 
the town. They offer a unique Eurosoul Menu which is a Mediterranean and Moroccan flare fused with Caribbean and Soul Food flavors.

Open for Dinner Tues. - Thurs 5pm - 10pm, Fri & Sat 5pm-12am. Lounge Open Weds - Sat. 9pm - 2am with entertainment each night.
Come see what everyone is talking about and you too will “Live Life With A Dash Of Pa-Nash!”

www.panashnyc.com

Upscale & Stylish Dining 
is Now in Southeast Queens

Sunday Brunch starting 
Sunday April 27, 2014

Upscale Dress Code 
Fully Enforced

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
144–14 243rd Street
Rosedale, NY 11422

Tel: 718–978–6094
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71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information:

718.260.4521OFF THE HOOK
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$4/seniors and students 
suggested; Free/children under 
12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

“Patent Holder: Noguchi, 
World’s Fairs, and the Culture 
of Innovation” — An exhibit 
exploring Isamu Noguchi’s 
participation in the 1939 
World’s Fair via a Ford Motor Co. 
commission.
When: June 4 through Sept. 21
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/seniors 
and students, Free/children 
under 12 and NYC high school 
students with valid ID
Contact: (718) 204-7088 
Website: www.noguchi.org

Science and the Fairs — 
This exhibition examines 
how science was a critical 

component of both World’s 
Fairs. 
When: June 15 through Oct. 26
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $11/adults, $8/seniors, 
students and children
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

History and Highlights of a 
World’s Fair — Historian Pierre 
Montiel offers a lecture about 
the two Fairs. 
When: June 22, 2:30 pm -4:30 
pm
Where: Queens Historical 
Society, 143-35 37th Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: $8/adults, $5/seniors, 
students and members
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: 
queenshistoricalsociety.org

“The Bridge and the Fair” — A 
photographic exhibit on the 
construction of the Whitestone 
Bridge, Whitestone Expressway 
and Flushing Bridge.
When: July 13
Where: Queens Public Library, 

Whitestone Branch, 151-10 14th 
Road
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 767-8010

The World’s Fair Plays — A 
festival of 10 original, 10-minute 
plays inspired by the 1939 and 
1964 World’s Fairs. 
When: July 18-20 and July 25-27
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 760-0064

World’s Fair Brew Fest — 
Sample beers from around 
the world and enjoy music, 
food and craft vendors. Two 
sessions. Must be at least 21 
years old to attend.
When: July 19, from noon -3 pm 
or 4 pm -7 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $35/purchased prior to 
May 31, $45/purchased June 1 to 
July 18, $50/at door
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

The New York World’s Fairs 

and The Port Authority: 
Bringing Trade, Travel and 
Tourism to Queens, the 
Region and the World — A 
multi-media exhibit showing 
how aviation, the Port Authority 
and the states of New York and 
New Jersey contributed to the 
success of the fairs and to the 
region.
When: Aug. 5 through Nov. 1
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/
students and children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

World’s Fair Lecture — 
Former Queens Botanical 
Garden staffer Margaret 
Anne Tockarshewsky, an 
expert on the histories of 
the fairs, will discuss the two 
events. 
When: Sept. 28, at 2 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $35/purchased prior to 
May 31, $45/purchased June 1 to 
July 18, $50/at door

Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

“That Kodak Moment: 
Picturing the Fairs in 1939-
40 and 1964-65” — Inspired 
by the recent donation of more 
than 1.500 images of the 1964 
World’s Fair, this exhibition 
includes never-before-
seen works, ranging from 
professional photographs to 
amateur scrapbooks. 
When: Oct. 5 - Jan. 4, 2015
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/adults suggested, 
$4/seniors and students 
suggested; Free/children under 
12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

row.” Roosevelt arrived 
April 30 ,although the fair 
actually opened the day be-
fore.

“This is a milestone 
anniversary for the Bronx-
Whitestone Bridge, which 
is not only used by com-
muters and weekend trav-
elers, but also serves as an 
economic engine providing 
a crucial link in the trans-
portation of goods to the 
tri-state area,” said Jim 
Ferrara, president of MTA 
Bridges and Tunnels.

Nearly 109,000 vehicles 
used the bridge on an aver-
age weekday in 2013.

“The Bronx-Whites-
tone Bridge holds a sig-
nificant place in New York 
City history,” MTA Chair-
man Thomas Prendergast 
said. “Since its opening on 
April 29, 1939, an incredible 
2.2 billion vehicles have 
crossed the span and more 
than seven decades later 
it continues to play a vital 
role in New York City and 
the entire metropolitan re-
gion.”

The bridge was built 
as part of a new highway 
network that allowed mo-
torists from upstate New 
York to get to Queens and 

Long Island without go-
ing through Manhattan 
and central Queens, and 
became a key factor in the 
growth of Long Island after 
World War II.

“MTA Bridges and 
Tunnels has spent $737 
million in capital improve-
ments on the bridge since 
1992 to ensure that it meets 
modern standards and is 
in a state of good repair 
for the millions who use it 
each year,” said Chief En-
gineer Joe Keane. “And we 
will continue to do so going 

forward to make certain 
that it remains that way for 
many decades to come.”

The MTA Department 
of Bridges and Tunnels 
will also host three exhib-
its using historical images 
from the agency’s Special 
Archive, which has one of 
the most extensive visual 
records of Depression-era 
public works in the country 
with 100,000 photos, 40,000 
drawings, 50 scale models 
and 40,000 feet of film.

The first exhibit opens 
June 22 at Queens Histori-

cal Society. Another opens 
on an unannounced date in 
July at a Queens location 
still to be determined and 
a third will be held at the 
Bronx Historical Society.

The concept of the 
bridge came from Robert 
Moses, who as chairman of 
the Metropolitan Council 
on Parks proposed build-
ing it as part of his planned 
Belt Parkway system.

Moses, who would be-
come chairman of the Tri-
borough Bridge Authority, 
envisioned motorists lei-
surely using the parkways 
to make their way through 
four of the five boroughs. 
He persuaded the state Leg-
islature and ground was 
broken for the bridge in 
June 1937.

Moses wanted the 
bridge opened in time for 
the World’s Fair, a mis-
sion he accomplished. The 
bridge was completed in 
just 23 months. Each of its 
towers was erected in 18 
days and it took just 41 days 
to construct the two cables. 
In 1939, its 2,300-foot main 
suspension span was the 
fourth longest in the world.

The bridge cost 
$19,657,000 and the passen-
ger toll when it opened was 
25 cents, compared with E-
ZPass, or $5.33, in 2014.

Continued from Page 9 
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Whitestone

waffle craze at the 1964 fair. 
He originally called his 
waffles “Brussels Waffles.”  
When the name didn’t play 
with Americans, he re-
named his business “Bel-
Gem.”  His waffles were 
such a sensation, that soon 
knock offs could be found at 
many food stands through-
out the fair.  Even the Leb-
anese pavilion had them 
listed right next to their 
falafels.  

According to Queens 
resident Betty Goodfriend, 
who worked at the fair as a 
teenager, “The waffles suf-
fered as they became more 
and more popular.  In order 
to keep up with the demand, 

they sometimes didn’t cook 
them long enough, and the 
waffles consequently be-
came soggy and doughy in-
stead of light and crisp.”

Of the many types of 
waffles actually served in 
Belgium, the ones enjoyed 
at the fair were a hybrid of 
two.  One is Brussels Waf-
fles (Gaufre de Bruxelles), 
made from batter leavened 
with beaten eggs. The oth-
er, Liège Waffles (Gaufre 
liegeoise) made from yeast-
leavened dough.  This is the 
type served by the Wafels 
and Dinges food trucks 
seen around town.

Bel-Gem waffles, 
served at the Fair, were tall-
er in height than American 
waffles and combined both 
the beaten-egg and yeast-
leavening for their rise.  

Continued from Page 6 

Waffl es

ended.”
 Failing that, I will 

remember a terrible song 
from the corporate pavilion 
I mentioned.  It went (and I 
can still sing it, too) “Hear 
that hum/It’s coming from 
transmission wires/Hear 
that music ringing in your 
ears!” 

I don’t like to end fond 
remembrances with a piece 
like that, but it does reso-
nate.

 And they tell me the 
world has not improved.

Of a Bayer aspirin, a 
Heinz (non-edible) pickle 
and a time when some 
things were almost sacro-
sanct.  Of a boy’s wonder 
and an adult’s pleasure.  
Thank you.

 Happy birthdays, New 
York City World’s Fairs!

Continued from Page 20 

Kowald

The Bronx-Whitestone Bridge is celebrating 75 years of service. The 
bridge opened to traffic on April 29, 1939. MTA Photo/Patrick Cashin.

to that resident and try to 
correct the situation  be-
cause that is not NYCHA 
policy.

From 2011-13, NYCHA 
transferred 2,339 families, 
or 4,092 people, out of un-
der-occupied apartments 

and 2,916 families, or 10,101 
people, out of overcrowded 
apartments, according to 
the Housing Authority’s 
data.

NYCHA currently has 
12,263 families on its trans-
fer list.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 27 

NYCHA

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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architects and designers 
of the day. It was often a 
contest in which extreme 
modern and deco styling 
combined. In their desire 
to acquire a symbol for the 
fair the planners turned to 
the firm of Harrison and 
Fouilhoux, which was se-
lected to design the theme 
center, the Trylon and the 
Perisphere. One of the team 
of designers was Henry 
Sturr, who lived in Bayside 
and was an active member 
of the Bayside Yacht Club.

Nearly 1,000 sketches 
of the theme symbols, the 
Trylon and Perisphere, 
were submitted. The origi-
nal size of the Perisphere 
was reduced due to budget 
limitations and in the end 
it was 18 stories tall and 
180 feet in diameter with a 
circumference of 628 feet. 
The word, Perisphere, is 
derived from “peri” mean-
ing “beyond, all around, 
about.” Twice the size of 
Radio City Music Hall, it 

took more than 1,000 people 
to run the exhibit and its 
theme was “Democracity.” 
It was supported by eight 
steel columns on a concrete 
ring which sat on 600 piles 
and was the only structure 
on the fairgrounds that had 
floodlights. Its theme song, 
“Rising Tide,” was played 
continually and was writ-
ten by William Grant Still 
(1895-1978).

“Democracity” housed 
in the Perisphere, and con-
ceived by Henry Dreyfus, 
a well-known industrial 
designer, was the planned 
city of tomorrow in the 
year 2039. With its entrance 
50 feet above the ground 
people rode the longest 
moving electric stairway 
in the world to get to it, and 
then walked onto one of 
two revolving suspended 
platforms to view “Democ-
racity.”

The Trylon, partner 
to the Perisphere, was also 
reduced in size from its 
original plan and was 610 
feet tall and three sided. 
The name was derived from 
“tri,” meaning three-sided, 
and “pylon,” meaning 

“monumental gateway.” 
The tallest structure on 
the ground, it was used as 
an antenna for television 
and radio signals. The Try-
lon and Perisphere were 
connected by a giant ramp 
called the “Helicline.”

In viewing the whole 
story of the World of Tomor-

row so much made the 1939 
fair significant, including 
the critical moment it ap-
peared on the world stage 
in the midst of the reforms 
of the New Deal and just be-
fore World War II. Until the 
fair, the model for urban 
and suburban planning was 
in the ideas of the 1920 pro-

gressive regional planners. 
By the end of the fair, Rob-
ert Moses’ agenda would 
give us instead growth, su-
perhighways, overwhelm-
ing suburban development, 
conspicuous consumption, 
and the end of a life-style 
that was.

There are as always 
two sides to every question.

The World’s Fair of 1939 
was important for a num-
ber of reasons not the least 
of which was its ambitious 
projection into the future. 
Basically, the fair’s goal 
was to stimulate the econ-
omy. The industrial design-
ers, Loewy, Dreyfus, Har-
rison, among others built a 
model utopian city that was 
based on science, invention 
and rational planning. The 
designers of the Trylon and 
Perisphere, however we 
view their achievements, 
believed they had symbol-
ized the hope and promise 
of the future.

Joan Brown Wetting-
feld is a historian, and free-
lance writer. Reach her by 
e-mail at JBBAY@aol.com.

on a first come, first serve 
basis.

The World’s Fair An-
niversary Festival Day will 
be held on Sunday, May 
18, 2014 at The Unisphere, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. The festival will run 
from 1 p.m. to 5:30 p.m, fol-
lowed by a concert and 
fireworks from 5:30 p.m. to 
9 p.m.

Events marking the 
fairs will be held through-
out the borough over the 
next six months.

Queens’ preserva-
tionist Michael Perlman 
called the Fairs “one of the 
most significant moments 
in American history… 
witnessed in the heart of 
Queens.”

“We need to reflect 
upon and commemorate 
our World’s Fair history 
from a local to a national to 
an international history,” 
said Perlman, who sup-
ports various initiatives to 
save the NYS Pavilion as 
well as other structures in 

the park. 
“The World’s Fairs 

shaped our city’s culture 
and architecture. It was a 
brilliant period which ex-
ercised the human mind 
in unique ways, which was 
proven on the basis of how 
various industries and 
countries made their mark 
by developing memorable 
exhibits, which educated 
the public by introducing 

revolutionary technologies 
while updating existing 
products.”

In fact, the first black-
and-white television was 
officially introduced at the 
1939 World’s Fair, while 
Ford’s iconic Mustang made 
its debut at the World’s Fair 
in 1964. 

And while Perlman 
along with other city pres-
ervationists would like all 

of Flushing Meadows Park 
designated as a city Scenic 
Landmark, including indi-
vidual landmark status for 
the Hall of Science, Queens 
Museum (New York City 
Building) and Terrace on 
the Park, the NYS Pavilion 
has been receiving atten-
tion from city officials, ac-
tivists and elected officials 
alike. 

The park’s distinctive 
Unisphere structure was 
designated a landmark 
back in 1995. 

One of the most strik-
ing features of the pavilion 
was the Texaco Company’s 
map of New York State, de-
signed with 567 terrazzo 
mosaic panels, weighing 
400 pounds each.  

Rand McNally & Com-
pany helped construct 
the $1 million map, which 
featured all of the state’s 
50,000 square miles of New 
York State in vivid detail. 
The pavilion has also been 
featured in movies such as 
“Men in Black” and ‘‘Iron 
Man 2,” owing to its flying 
saucer-like architecture. 

According to the city’s 
Parks Department, how-

ever, by 1976, the pavilion’s 
roof above the map became 
unstable and the tent was 
removed, exposing the map 
of New York State to the ele-
ments.

In December, the 
Parks Department released 
cost estimates involving 
the pavilion.  To restore the 

250-foot Pavilion for a new 
use would be $72 million, 
stabilizing it as a ruin $43 
million, and demolishing it 
would be about $14 million. 

Groups such as the 
nonprofit People for the Pa-
vilion have been working 

to preserve and reuse the 
New York State Pavilion by 
raising awareness through 
programs, events and com-
munications. 

“Landmarking, restor-
ing, and creatively reusing 
the endangered NYS Pavil-
ion will commemorate the 
legacy of the 1964 World’s 

Fair and our history on a 
borough level to an inter-
national level, and generate 
civic pride, enable recre-
ation and educational op-
portunities, and also create 
jobs during harsh economic 
times,” Perlman said.  

Continued from Page 4 

Projects

Continued from Page 1 

Park

Flushing Meadows Park was transformed for the various exhibits 
at the 1964 World’s Fair. Photo courtesy Greater Astoria  

Historical Society

The 1964 World’s Fair showcased technology and innovations. 
Photo courtesy Greater Astoria  Historical Society

“I can think of no bet-
ter way to honor our veter-
ans and returning service 
members who so gallantly 
served in Iraq and Afghani-
stan,” Ulrich said in a state-
ment. “This is a longstand-
ing New York City tradition 
and I will work tirelessly 
with the mayor and our 
partners in the federal gov-
ernment to see this parade 
to fruition.”

All veterans are wel-
come to attend the Ozone-
Howard Little League’s 
April 26 event. Should it 
rain, the event will be held 
April 27. For more informa-
tion, call 718-835-8599.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 42 

Memorial

Automobiles are on display at the 1939 World’s Fair. 
Photo courtesy the Greater Astoria Historical Society

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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his disdain for their organiza-
tion and their rules. The BIE re-
taliated by taking the action of 
formally requesting their mem-
ber nations not to participate in 
the New York fair. The 1964/1965 
New York World’s Fair became 
the only significant World’s Fair 
in history to be held without BIE 
endorsement. 

International Participation 
Major foreign exhibits were 

absent from the fair due to the 
BIE decision. New York in the 
middle of the 20th century was at 
a zenith of economic power and 
world prestige. Unconcerned by 
BIE rules, smaller nations saw 
it as an honor to host an exhibit 
at this fair in the world’s most 
prestigious city. Therefore, most 
international representation 
came from smaller nations and 
so-called Third World countries. 
The absence of Canada, Austra-
lia, major European nations and 
the Soviet Union did tarnish the 
image of the fair. In the end, only 
Spain and Vatican City hosted 
a major national presence at the 
fair. Other international partici-
pants included Japan, Mexico, 
Sweden, Austria, Denmark, Thai-
land, Philippines, Greece and 
Pakistan, to name a few. 

The fair’s most attended ex-
hibit was the Vatican pavilion 
where Michelangelo’s sculpture, 
“La Pieta,” was displayed. A rec-
reation of a medieval Belgian Vil-
lage proved to be very popular 
also. There, fairgoers were treat-
ed to a new taste sensation in the 
form of the “Belgian Waffle” — a 
combination of waffle, strawber-
ries and whipped cream. Else-
where, emerging African nations 
displayed their wares in the Af-
rica Pavilion. Controversy broke 
out when the Jordanian pavilion 
displayed a mural emphasizing 
the plight of the Palestinian peo-
ple. The city of Berlin, a Cold War 
hotspot, hosted a popular display. 

American Industry Takes 
the Spotlight 

At the 1939/1940 World’s Fair, 
industrial exhibitors played a ma-
jor role by hosting huge, elaborate 
exhibits. Many of them returned 
to the 1964/1965 fair with even 
more elaborate versions of the 
shows they presented 25 years 
earlier. The most notable of these 
was General Motors whose Fu-
turama, a show in which visitors 

seated in three-abreast moving 
armchairs glided past detailed 
miniature dioramas showing 
what life might be like in the 
“near-future,” proved to be the 
fair’s most popular ride. Nearly 
26 million people took the journey 
into the future during the fair’s 
two-year run. 

Other popular exhibits in-
cluded that of IBM, where a giant 
500-seat grandstand was pushed 
by hydraulic rams high up into 
an ovoid-shaped rooftop theater. 
There, a nine-screen film showed 
the workings of computer logic. 
The Bell System hosted a 15-min-
ute ride in moving armchairs 
depicting the history of commu-
nications in dioramas and film. 
DuPont presented a musical re-
view by composer Michael Brown 
called “The Wonderful World 
of Chemistry.” At Parker Pen, a 
computer would make a match to 
a worldwide pen pal. 

The surprise hit of the fair 
was a non-commercial movie 
short presented by the S.C. John-
son Company (Johnson’s Wax) 
called “To be alive!” The film cel-
ebrated the joy of life found world-
wide and in all cultures. The 
movie went on to win an Academy 
Award in 1966. 

The fair is remembered as 
the vehicle Walt Disney used to 
design and perfect the system of 
“audio-animatronics,” where a 
combination of sound and com-
puters control the movement of 
life-like robots to act out scenes. 

Disney was responsible for 
the creation of four shows at the 
fair. In the “It’s a Small World” 
attraction at the Pepsi-Cola pavil-
ion, animated dolls and animals 
frolicked in a spirit of interna-
tional unity on a boat-ride around 
the world.

General Electric sponsored 
“Carousel of Progress,” where 
an audience seated in a revolving 
auditorium saw an audio-anima-
tronics presentation of the prog-
ress of electricity in the home. 

Ford Motor Company pre-
sented Disney’s “The Magic 
Skyway,” featuring life-sized 
audio-animatronic dinosaurs 
and cavemen. And at the Illinois 
pavilion, a life-like Abraham Lin-
coln recited his famous speeches 
in “Great Moments with Mr. Lin-
coln.” Disney relocated many of 
these exhibits to Disneyland fol-
lowing the fair (and subsequently 
to other Disney Theme Parks) 
where they have continued to de-
light audiences for years. 

Federal and States Exhibits 
The federal government’s 

exhibit was titled “Challenge to 
Greatness” and focused on Presi-
dent Johnson’s “Great Society” 
proposals. The main show in 
the multimillion-dollar pavilion 
was a 15-minute ride through a 
filmed presentation of American 
history. Visitors seated in mov-
ing grandstands rode past movie 
screens that slid in, out and over 
the path of the traveling audience. 
Elsewhere, tribute was paid to 
recently assassinated President 
John F. Kennedy, who had broken 
ground for the pavilion in Decem-
ber 1962. 

New York state played host 
to the fair at its $6 million open-
air pavilion called the “Tent of 
Tomorrow.” Designed by famed 
modernist architect Philip John-
son, the pavilion also boasted 
the fair’s high spot observation 
towers, which still stand today, 
though in severe disrepair.

Wisconsin exhibited the 
“World’s Largest Cheese.” Florida 
brought a porpoise show and wa-
ter skiers to New York. Oklahoma 
gave weary fairgoers a restful 
park for relaxing. Missouri dis-
played their state’s space-related 
industries. At the New York City 
pavilion, a huge scale model of 
the city was on display complete 
with a simulated helicopter ride 
for easy viewing. The Panorama 
still exists in the Queens Museum 
of Art, and there is talk of giving 
the piece a major overhaul. 

Visitors could dine at Ha-
waii’s “Five Volcanoes” restau-
rant, as well as other locations in 
the fair. 

Controversial Ending 
The fair came to a close em-

broiled in controversy over alle-
gations of financial mismanage-
ment. 

Controversy had plagued it 
during much of its two-year run 
mainly due to Robert Moses’s in-
ability to get along with the press. 
As a result the press seemed un-
duly harsh on the fair, criticizing 
everything from a perceived lack 
of fine arts displays to the price 
of admission to charges that the 
fair smacked of crass commer-
cialism. 

It was no secret that the at-
tendance had been disappoint-
ing. Only 24 million people had 
attended the fair by the close of 
the 1964 season. Whether the atti-
tude of the press played a part in 
poor attendance or whether the 
apathy of New Yorkers toward the 
fair gave the press an additional 
excuse to attack it is open to de-
bate. But it was a gross account-
ing error brought to light at the 
close of the 1964 season that gave 

the press its most destructive am-
munition. 

The fair Corporation had 
taken in millions of dollars in 
advance ticket sales for both the 
1964 and 1965 season. The receipts 
of these sales were booked en-
tirely against the first season of 
the fair. This made it appear that 
the fair had plenty of operating 
cash up to and including the first 
season when, in fact, the corpora-
tion was inadvertently borrowing 
from the second season’s gate to 
pay the bills. Before and during 
the 1964 season, the fair spent 
lavishly despite attendance that 
was considerably below expecta-
tions, simply because there was 
so much money in the coffers. 

By the end of the 1964 season 
Moses, and the press, began to 
realize that there would not be 
enough money to pay the bills and 
the fair teetered on bankruptcy. 
There would be millions of people 
attending in 1965 who had tickets 
to enter but whose receipts had 
already been spent. The press, 
and soon the city of New York, be-
gan to demand accountability for 
what they considered gross mis-
management of the fair. 

The fair was eventually able 
to limp through the second sea-
son without having to declare 
bankruptcy because of emergen-
cy monies provided by the city, 
an increase in ticket prices and 
a surge in attendance as the fair 
drew to a close. However, the fi-
nancial crisis further tarnished 
the image of the fair and of Robert 
Moses, who was seen to be taking 
personal advantage of the fair af-
ter the escrow account guarantee-
ing his $1 million salary was dis-
covered and made known to the 
public by the New York press. 

Epilogue 
Like its predecessor, the 

1964/1965 New York World’s Fair 
lost money. It was unable to repay 
its financial backers their invest-
ment and it became embroiled in 
legal disputes with its creditors 
until 1970, when the books were 
finally closed. Most of the fair 
was completely demolished with-
in six months following the fair’s 
close. Only a handful of pavilions 
survived, some of them traveling 
great distances following the fair. 
(See “Legacies” on Page S22.)

The Austria pavilion became 
a ski lodge in western New York; 
the Wisconsin pavilion is a radio 
station in Neillsville, Wis.; the US 
Royal Tire-shaped Ferris Wheel 
is a road sign along a Detroit in-
terstate highway; the Pavilion of 
Spain was relocated to St. Louis 
and is now a part of a Marriott 

Hotel; the Parker Pen pavilion 
serves as offices for the Lodge 
of Four Seasons in Lake-of-the-
Ozarks, Mo., the Johnson Wax 
disc-shaped theater was reworked 
and is part of the S.C. Johnson of-
fice complex in Racine, Wis.; and 
the Christian Science pavilion is 
now a church in Poway, Calif.

New York City was left with 
a much improved Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park following the 
fair, taking possession of the 
park from the fair Corporation 
in June 1967. At the center of the 
park stands the symbol of “Man’s 
Achievements on a Shrinking 
Globe in an Expanding Universe” 
— the fair’s Unisphere, depicting 
our Earth of The Space Age. The 
city also received a multimillion-
dollar Hall of Science and Space 
Park exhibiting the rockets and 
vehicles used in America’s early 
space exploration projects. This 
is currently undergoing a major 
renovation and the rockets have 
been recently refurbished.

Both the New York state pa-
vilion and the Federal pavilion 
were retained for future use. No 
reuse was ever found for the Fed-
eral pavilion and it was demol-
ished in 1977. The New York state 
pavilion also found no residual 
use and continues to deteriorate 
in the park. The fair’s Heliport 
has has been converted into a 
banquet/catering facility called 
Terrace on the Park.

In the late 1970s, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, as it is 
now called, became the home of 
the US Tennis Association and 
the US Open tennis tournament 
is played there annually. The for-
mer New York City building is 
home to the Queens Museum of 
Art.

The fair is a distant memory 
for most who were visitors. Those 
who were children at the time of 
the fair are nearing retirement 
today. After years of neglect, the 
fair’s legacy structures at Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park are 
being refurbished. New York, in 
recent years, has begun to realize 
how important that fair was to 
our country’s and their city’s his-
tory and how much it represented 
an era to millions of Americans. 
It was a time when the possibili-
ties of the future looked so bright 
and its possibilities seemed to be 
just around the corner. 

This essay was originally 
written by Bill Young for www.
wikipedia.org, and a copy is post-
ed on Young’s Web site, a virtual 
compendium of information on the 
1964/65 World’s Fair, www.nywf64.
com.

Continued from Page 5 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. Francis Prep Coach 

Brother Robert Kent didn’t 
sidestep or overanalyze the 
reason behind his club’s 
first defeat of the season.

The longtime head-
man felt he could have pre-
vented St. Raymond’s from 
storming ahead in the bot-
tom of the fifth inning had 
he brought in a relief pitch-
er for lefty starter Victor 
Persad a batter earlier.

“I left him in too long,” 
Kent said. “That’s what the 
bottom line is.”

The Ravens, the defend-
ing city champions, scored 
four runs on just one hit in 
the fifth for a 4-3 comeback 
victory over the Terriers in 
CHSAA Class AA baseball 
at St. Joseph’s School of the 
Deaf last Friday.

Persad appeared to be 
out of the bases-loaded, one-
out jam with St. Francis 
Prep still ahead by a run, 
but he bobbled a slow roller 
back to him and could not 
throw the tying run out 
at the plate. Kent thought 
that should have been it for 
him.

“I was hoping he’d 
get out of that inning, but 
I think he got tired,” Kent 
said. “I should have taken 
him out after that play at 
the plate. It’s my fault.”

Persad, one of the Ter-
riers’ top two starters, hit 
the next batter in the foot to 
bring across what proved to 
be the winning run. He al-
lowed two earned runs over 
4 2/3 innings and just two 
hits, including a two-run 
single to William Delacruz 
in the fifth.

Persad walked three 
and struck out six. Reliever 
Devin Coy fanned Elishah 

Garrett to end the frame 
and tossed a perfect sev-
enth inning, thanks to a 
diving catch in centerfield 
by A.J. Figueroa.

But the damage was al-
ready done.

“We were winning 
3-0 until the fifth inning 
and defense killed us,” 
said right fielder Connor 
McGee, who had two hits, 
a run scored and an RBI. 
“We couldn’t make plays 
and our bats stopped at the 
end.”

St. Francis Prep (3-1) 
was able to score twice in 
the third following hits 
by Sean Cunningham and 
McGee and an error on a 
ground ball to first base hit 
by John Kisk. The Terriers 
extended the lead to 3-0 in 

the fourth on a throwing 
error by St. Ray’s pitcher 
Reynaldo Guillen in a pick-
off throw to second.

St. Francis Prep put it-
self in position to get on the 
board again in the top of 
the sixth against Delacruz 
when Nick Colak singled 
and Matt Walsh walked. 
They were moved over on 
a bunt by Alex Villano to 
put runners on second and 
third with two outs. Cun-
ningham was hit by a pitch 
to load the bases before St. 
Ray’s pitcher Adam Dela-
cruz came on and got a 
strikeout and a pop-out to 
end the threat.

“We had to answer 
back,” Kent said. “We didn’t 
do that.”

Despite the loss to 

the Ravens (1-2), Kent is 
happy with his team in the 
early going, and the coach 
earned his 600th win with 
SFP against Holy Cross 
Monday. 

It’s a club, he said, that 
will rely on pitching and 
defense with Persad, Dylan 
Lawrence and John Michel-
li at the top of the rotation. 
The Terriers lack power in 
the lineup and will need 
timely hitting, which elud-
ed them late against St. 
Ray’s.

“The feeling is pretty 
good so far,” McGee said. 
“This is a tough loss. I’m 
sure we are going to bounce 
back pretty easily and we 
are going to come back 
strong.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
There was just no 

place like home for Adonis 
Delarosa.

The 6-foot-11 
Christ the King 
center didn’t 
want to leave 
New York City to 
play college bas-
ketball, and he won’t have 
to. Delarosa announced 
during an April 9 news 
conference in his Middle 
Village school’s library 
that he will join St. John’s 
University next season.

Delarosa chose Coach 
Steve Lavin and the Red 
Storm over Pittsburgh, 
South Carolina, Miami 
and Alabama. He is the 
first New York City player 
to head to the Jamaica Es-
tates school since former 
Forest Hills star Maurice 
Harkless in 2011.

“I’m just trying to 
leave New York basketball 
in New York,” Delarosa 
said. “There is no place 
like being at home.”

The Bronx native said 
being close to his family 
was the deciding factor. His 

older brother Joey is also 
enrolled at St. John’s after 
transferring from Florida 
International, where he 
played for three seasons. 

Joey Delaro-
sa is not cur-
rently part of 
the St. John’s 
b a s k e t b a l l 
program.

Adonis Delarosa, 
dressed in a St. John’s T-
shirt and baseball cap, 
said he felt strongly about 
staying close to home. Hav-
ing his brother around will 
give him someone to lean 
on as he embarks on the 
next part of his life. He also 
expects to enjoy St. John’s 
home games at Madison 
Square Garden.

“I think he is a true 
New York guy,” Royals 
Coach Joe Arbitello said. 
“He’s a New York kid, likes 
the bright lights and all 
that New York has to offer. 
I couldn’t really see him in 
a school in the middle of 
nowhere.”

Delarosa moved his 
announcement up from 
April 18 at the Jordan 

Sports

Continued on Page 57
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Christ the King’s Andre Walker (l.) and Adonis Delarosa smile after 
announcing their commitments to Loyola and St. John’s. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

St. Francis Prep’s Victor Persad takes the mound during the Terriers’ game against St. Ray’s. 
Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Terriers fall to St. Raymond’s
St. Francis Prep defense fails to stop four Ravens runs off single hit

Related column
PAGE 56

Royals star Delarosa   
signs with St. John’s
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Adonis Delarosa’s 
commitment appears to be 
the start of a good thing at 
St. John’s University.

The Christ the King 
center was the first player 
to say he was headed to the 
school next season after 
two weeks of Red Storm 
player exits from the men’s 
basketball team. The tide 
now appears to be turning 
back in SJU’s favor at an 
important juncture for the 
program with Delarosa’s 
signing.

This news has been en-
couraging since former Big 
East Rookie of the Year Ja-
Karr Sampson announced 
he was leaving last month 
to enter the NBA draft, 
shooter Max Hooper said 
he planned to depart to 
seek his master’s degree 
elsewhere after graduating 
this spring and shot-block-
ing center Chris Obekpa 
was granted his release to 
pursue transfer options.

But, it will not be a 
mass exodus from the Red 
Storm.

Last week, junior 
guard Phil Greene IV an-
nounced that he would 
be returning to the team. 
Classmate D’Angelo Har-
rison and star freshman 
guard Rysheed Jordan 
have been quiet about their 
situations, leading one to 
believe they will be back. 
And Obekpa is even con-
templating returning to St. 
John’s, according to recent 
published reports.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Forest Hills’ Oghenak-

pob Efekoro’s throwing 
slump may have carried 
into the outdoor season, but 
it hasn’t gotten in the way 
of victories.

The UConn-bound shot 
putter wasn’t happy with a 
toss after winning the event 
at the PSAL Indoor champi-
onship in late February. He 
was left shaking his head 
again after taking home 
the Mayor’s Cup champion-
ship with a throw of 52 feet 
11 inches at Icahn Stadium 
Saturday afternoon. Efeko-
ro has already thrown 55 
feet this spring.

“It is what it is,” he 
said. “I still have the med-
al. I’m upset.”

Efekoro pointed to 
not taking a week off from 

training since the indoor 
season for his possible slug-
gishness. He thinks his 
technique needs tweaking 
and described himself as 
slow moving through the 
shot put circle. Some sprint 
work may fix those issues, 
he believes.

“You just have to build 
up,” Efekoro said. “You just 
have to keep growing. I’ll 
get back to the drawing 
board and I’ll figure out 
what’s wrong with my tech-
nique.”

His less-than-stellar 
throw still couldn’t pre-
vent him from winning a 
second straight Mayor’s 
Cup crown, proving he is 
the best in the city against 
some of the top athletes the 
city has to offer.

“The Mayor’s Cup al-
ways gets me pumped up,” 

Efekoro said. “I just want 
to come in, and I want to 
beat everybody. I don’t care 
— public school, private 
school, Catholic school, I 
don’t care. I want to beat 
you.”

Unlike Efekoro, the 
girls on the 4x400 relay 
team at Young Women’s 

Leadership School aren’t 
used to being the favorites. 
Track and field is the only 
sport at the small Jamaica 
school.

The team of Chazmin 
Fullwood, Mya Dumpson, 
Al-Tanyah Ferguson and 
Tishauna Francis took an 
important step to garner-
ing respect for the program 
by placing first at the May-
or’s Cup in a personal best 
time of 4:04.77. It’s the third 
fastest time run in New 
York state this season.

“It means a lot because 
we are a small school and 
not many people know us,” 
Fullwood said. “Now we 
are getting the recognition 
we need and it’s good.”

The girls talked about 
how teams at the city’s top 
programs, like Benjamin 
Cardozo and Medgar Evers, 

get immediate recognition 
because of the schools’ rich 
track legacies. They, on the 
other hand, are making 
program history every time 
they step on the track.

“This will help give 
hope to the other kids who 
are coming to our high 
school, too, to show them 
that they have a chance,” 
Fullwood said.

While Young Women’s 
Leadership took steps for-
ward to making a name for 
itself, Monsignor McClancy 
junior Sidney Gibbons con-
tinues to be one of the city’s 
best hurdlers. He easily 
placed first in the 110-me-
ter hurdles with a time of 
14.54.

Still, Gibbons thinks 
he needed to stay better 
focused during races, espe-
cially when getting off to a 

fast start.
“I think I beat every-

body before the first hur-
dle,” he said. “I clipped a 
couple more [hurdles] and 
they came closer and I just 
sped up a little more be-
tween [hurdles].”

Notes: Cardozo’s De-
nise Branch grabbed gold 
in the 800 meter with a time 
of 2:17.20 and teammate 
Elizabeth Perez-Bossut was 
first in the 3000 meter in 
10:54.00.

Springfield Garden’s 
Katie Alvarez was the 
2000-meter steeplechase 
champ in 7:38.18.

Loundy Desire won 
the 200 meter with time in 
25.44.

Elaina Pascarella, of 
Mary Louis, placed first in 
the discus with a throw of 
100-0 feet.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Two rain-outs forced 

St. Francis Prep to wait 
a little longer for its first 
crack at Fontbonne Hall, 
which beat the Terriers in 
last year’s diocesan cham-
pionship series.

“I know in the back 
of their minds, they were 
waiting for this for redemp-
tion,” SFP Coach Ann Ma-
rie Rich said.

Her team will have to 
hold out a little longer to be 
able to claim a victory after 
an 8-2 loss to the Bonnies in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
softball at Cunningham 
Park April 10.

Fontbonne jumped to 
an early lead over the Ter-
riers, thanks to a three-run 
triple by Nicolette Trapani, 
with two outs in the top of 
the first inning. SFP catch-
er Kelly Licul believed 
sophomore starting pitcher 
Monica Zhivanaj was being 
squeezed by the umpire on 

a few close strike calls that 
would have gotten the Ter-
riers out of the frame.

“I felt a lot of them 
could have gone our way, 
but the pitcher and the 
catcher have to adjust to 
what the umpire is call-
ing,” Licul said.

It was the Terriers’ 
modifications in the circle 
and at the plate that pleased 

Rich the most, especially 
after facing a slower pitch-
er in a win over Christ the 
King the day prior. Hits by 
Licul and Briana Emanu-
ele and two Fontbonne er-
rors led to two SFP runs in 
the fourth inning to cut the 
Bonnies’ lead to 3-2.

Zhivanaj did not allow 
a hit over the second, third 
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Block Shots

St. John’s future appears brighter 
with Delarosa commitment to SJU

Forest Hills’ Efekoro wins shot put title
Young Women’s Leadership takes home gold in 4-x-400 at Mayor’s Cup Track and Field championship

Forest Hills shot put-
ter Oghenakpob Efekoro 
took first place for the sec-
ond straight year in the 
event at the Mayor’s Cup. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Christ the King’s Adonis Delarosa heads to the basket during the 
state final. Delarosa will play for St. John’s next season. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado Continued on Page 57

St. Francis Prep defeated by 
diocesan champ Fontbonne

Continued on Page 57

St. Francis Prep pitcher Monica Zhivanaj takes the mound for the 
Terriers. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Lavin said that after 
Sampson’s departure the 
Johnnies could play a more 
guard-oriented style, like 
the one Villanova uses, if it 
could not replace the grad-
uating forwards God’sgift 
Achiuwa and Orlando San-
chez. It would be impera-
tive, then, for Harrison and 
Jordan to stick around. 
Add in Jamal Branch and 
Greene and you could be 
OK.

To Lavin’s credit, he 
isn’t settling for that. He 
and his staff appear to be 
hitting the recruiting trail 
harder to fill the team’s 
needs after not getting a 
commitment from a single 
player during the early 
signing period.

St. John’s is reportedly 
interested in 6-foot-8 Mon-
roe Community College 
forward Keith Thomas, 
who averaged 15.3 points 
and 15.7 rebounds last sea-
son, and Orr High School’s 
6-foot-8 big man Marlon 
Jones. The pair and Delaro-

sa could be enough to make 
up for the team’s losses at 
forward, especially if Obek-
pa ends up returning.

Next season is one 

of the most important in 
Lavin’s tenure, especially 
after last year’s disappoint-
ing campaign, if the Red 
Storm hopes to land star 
2015 recruits like Isaiah 
Briscoe (Rosedale Catho-
lic) and Cheick Diallo (Our 
Savior New American).

Lavin is entering his 
fifth season of a six-year 
deal and his only NCAA 
tournament appearance 
came in his first season 
with former Coach Norm 
Robert’s players.

Lavin has made St. 
John’s a desirable destina-
tion for high-level recruits, 
but the results and devel-
opment of those players 
has not come to fruition. 
Another year outside the 
NCAA tournament could 
take some of the luster off 
the program.

St. John’s, despite the 
loss of Sampson and its 
seniors, could be a more 
talented team this coming 
season than the ones of 
years past if their targeted 
recruits head to Queens.

The exits appear to be 
over, but the arrivals need 
to keep coming.
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SJU future

and fourth innings.
“The first inning was 

rough, but we had to still 
adjust to her,” Licul said. 
“The fact that we did adjust 
to her even though we still 
lost is a big improvement.”

The Bonnies (4-0) got 
the two runs back in the top 
of the fifth to make it 5-2. 
Seven different Fontbonne 
players collected hits and 
five members of the team 
drove in runs. Rich was 
still pleased with how 
Zhivanaj handled herself 
against a strong lineup.

“She’s just phenom-
enal,” she said. “I’m not go-
ing to give up on her.”

St. Francis Prep (3-2), 
which had four hits in the 
day, never gave up on the 
game either. It had a num-
ber of hard-driven balls 
against Trapani, the Bon-
nies’ ace.

SFP loaded the bases 
with two outs in the bottom 
of the first after Licul lined 
a single off Trapani’s shin. 
Trapani, who got 12 of the 
game’s 21 outs by strikeout, 

had a full count on Jessica 
Menna before fanning her 
with a high fastball.

“You just have to hope 
for the best, hope you can 
work the count in your fa-
vor and do something pro-
ductive,” Rich said.

Added Licul: “She is 
probably by far the best 
pitcher in this league.”

St. Francis Prep be-
lieves it is one of the best 
teams in Brooklyn/Queens 
despite the defeat by Font-
bonne and another to Mol-
loy early in the season. 
The Terriers lost shortstop 

Danielle Cervasio and cen-
terfielder Tara O’Rourke, 
who graduated last year. 

Junior varsity call-
ups Alysaa Siess at short-
stop and Anna Prisco, who 
plays right field, took over 
their spots in the starting 
lineup.

The Terriers will look 
to build on what they were 
able to do successfully 
against Fontbonne.

“Even though we did 
lose,” Licul said, “the confi-
dence is going to be brought 
over to the next games we 
play them.”

Continued from Page 56 

Fontbonne

Brand Classic because his 
family had bigger things 
to be concerned about. His 
24-year-old sister Cindy, 
who lives in the Dominican 
Republic, was diagnosed 
with leukemia in Decem-
ber. He and his family plan 
on traveling to visit her.

“I just wanted every-
thing to be over with,” 
Delarosa said.

He is St. John’s’ first 
commitment for its 2014 
recruiting class. The Red 
Storm still have five schol-
arships available after the 
transfers of center Chris 
Obekpa and shooting Max 
Hooper as well as the loss 
of wing JaKarr Sampson, 
who  declared his inten-
tion to enter the NBA draft.
Delarosa said the player 
movement at St. John’s and 
its lack of a true big man 
didn’t influence his deci-
sion. The Red Storm was 
seemingly a win away from 
reaching the NCAA tour-
nament last month, and the 
disappointing season actu-
ally has him excited for the 
future.

Arbitello believes 
Delarosa can help St. John’s 
right away if the CK star 
can keep himself in shape 
and get stronger. He has 
lost 100 pounds since his 
freshman year at Christ 
the King.

Arbitello said that 
“6-5 guards, 6-4 guards are 
a dime a dozen, 6-11 with 
great hands and great feet 
don’t come everyday.”

Delarosa, an All-
Queens first team selection 
by TimesLedger Newspa-
pers, leaves quite a career 

behind at Christ the King. 
He won consecutive CHSAA 
Class AA intersectional 
titles each followed by state 
Federation crowns. Dela-
rosa averaged 12 points and 
12 rebounds this season for 
CK and had the game-win-
ning three-point play in the 
CHSAA semifinals against 
rival Cardinal Hayes.

He believes he gives 
the Red Storm something 
the Big East school lacked 
last year.

“They didn’t have an 
inside presence, who they 
can throw the ball to and 
who can score,” Delarosa 
said, predicting his role at 
St. John’s. “Next year they 
will with me on the team.”

He is happy to have the 
recruiting process over and 
his new school will keep 
him close to his family. 
Delarosa expects his new 
St. John’s community and 
its fanbase to support him

“You know you are go-
ing to be home. You know 
you are going to have New 
York City behind you,” he 
said.

CK’s Walker picks 

Loyola: Christ the King 
guard Andre Walker also 
has a college lined up for 
next season.

The point guard picked 

Loyola over Boston Univer-
sity and Niagara. Walker 
was told to be patient as his 
college offers were scarce. 
Loyola was the first to offer 
and has been the most loyal 
to Walker throughout the 
process.

He said every coach 
there loved him and showed 
how much they wanted 
him.

“You want to go where 
you are loved,” Walker 
said.

Christ the King cer-
tainly enjoyed having him 
on its side the last few years 
after he transferred from 
St. Anthony’s (L.I.). Walker 
was the major reason why 
CK had its playoff success.

He tallied 13 points, 
eight rebounds and six 
assists in the CHSAA fi-
nal against Loughlin and 
dropped in 25 points vs. 
Long Island Lutheran in 
the state Federation cham-
pionship game. Those per-
formances brought atten-
tion from more colleges.

“He was smart enough 
to stay where he was wanted 
the most,” Arbitello said.

Walker felt comfort-
able with Loyola Coach 
G.G. Smith, a great guard 
in his own right. He directs 
his team to play an uptem-
po style with a commitment 
to defense that fits Walker’s 
game. Walker couldn’t be 
happier with his choice.

“Now I can sleep a 
night,” he said.

Notes: Royals football 
players Deyshaun Tucker 
and Kamran Raja an-
nounced their commitment 
to play at Stony Brook and 
West Virginia State respec-
tively.

CK basketball player 
Shannon Barrett is headed 
to Molloy College.

CK signings
Continued from Page 55 

Fontbonne pitcher Nicolette Trapani prepares to release the ball. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Christ the King’s Adonis 
Delarosa is coming to a St. 
John’s team which will be with-
out JaKarr Sampson, who is 
leaving to enter the NBA draft. 

Photo by William Thomas

Christ the King’s Adonis 
Delarosa announces he will 
play at St. John’s next year. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
IL

 18
–2

4,
 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
58

BT

ROP

so diminished.

Opening Day
On the opening day 

of the fair, April 30, 1939, 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, nearing the 
end of his second term (he 
would end up serving 3 1/4 
terms) of his New Deal, of-
ficially opened the exposi-
tion. His motorcade, escort-
ed by the U.S. Army, Navy 
and Marines (there was no 
separate Air Force) rolled 
across the new Bronx-Whit-
estone Bridge, dedicated a 
bare 24 hours earlier.

Speaking next to the 
symbols of the fair, the 610-
foot high Trylon tower and 
the gleaming white, 180-
foot wide ball known as the 
Perisphere, the president 
made remarks carried on 
still-experimental televi-
sion by the National Broad-
casting Co.:

“I hereby dedicate the 
World’s Fair, the New York 
World’s Fair of 1939, and I 
declare it open to all man-
kind.” These were the first 
words by a U.S. president 
ever broadcast on televi-
sion.

When darkness fell, 
the revolutionary and spec-
tacular lighting system 
was turned on by Albert 
Einstein, the discoverer of 
the theory of relativity. In 
the 19th century Thomas 
Edison had theorized the 
creation of the fluorescent 
light bulb, but this was the 
first time it had ever been 
used in a public setting. 

Who Could Afford the 
fair?

In an earlier address 
to the nation, Roosevelt 
had declared, “I see a third 
of a nation ill-fed and ill-
housed.”

Indeed, in 1939, two-
thirds of all Americans 
earned less than $3,000 a 
year.

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture displayed an 
exhibit at the fair showing 
the various standards of liv-

ing prevailing in America. 
Subsistence meant income 
of up to $800 a year. Mainte-
nance was $2,000 a year, the 
Good life was $2,500 and 
Luxury was $5,000 on up. 
The USDA said one-third of 
the nation’s families lived 
at less than subsistence 
level.

With that in mind, the 
75 cents it cost to get into 
the World’s Fair was a con-
sideration. Admission was 
cut in 1940 to 50 cents.

It was estimated that 
it cost $14.90 to visit all 
concessions at the fair al-
though $7 would cover a 
good day’s or evening’s en-
tertainment.

Nevertheless, thou-
sands returned for second 
and third visits. A Gallup 
Poll indicated only 3 per-
cent expressed a negative 
reaction.

Who Came to the fair?
Many visitors came 

from far reaches of the 
United States, many hitch-
hiking or hopping freight 
trains, both then popular 
modes of transportation, 
and many arrived from for-
eign countries.

Fairgoers could get to 
the fair for a nickel (it was 
13 years before the token) if 
they rode the new 1.8-mile 
spur at the fairgrounds 
connecting to the IND line 
at Continental Avenue in 
Forest Hills, the Long Is-
land Rail Road (a dime 
from Manhattan) or driv-
ing (a 75-cent fee in a lot for 
35,000 cars.)

There were also spe-
cial buses from Manhattan 
for a dime and speedboat 
service from Manhattan 
for $2.

A few days after the 
fair opened, the French Pa-
vilion called a news confer-
ence to deny rumors that it 
cost $7.50 for dinner there. 
A full dinner, the French 
hastened to explain, was 
served for $3, “sans vin.”

For the thousands of 
out-of-towners, the fair 
provided a list of hotels 
with rates as low as $1.50 a 
night.

What was There?
More than 60 nations 

along with New York City 
and 33 states maintained 
pavilions at the fair, al-
though several pulled out 
in 1940 after war in Europe 
broke out. Germany did 
not show, possibly because 
Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuar-
dia had called Germany “a 
chamber of horrors.”

fairgoers expressed 
particular interest in dem-
onstrations of what Amer-
ica would be like in the fu-
ture. This utopian era was 
to bring nylon stockings, 
Lucite, air conditioning 
(the Carrier Corp. had an 
igloo-shaped pavilion), ro-
bots, television, elaborate 
road systems, including 
technology that controlled 
the speed of cars and made 
collisions and traffic jams 
all but impossible, fluores-
cent lighting and automo-
biles beyond most motor-
ists’ dreams.

The 1930s were, com-
pared to 2004, a low-tech 
era with no television, in-
terstate highways, Teflon, 
Polyester, jet planes, ultra-
sound, pantyhose, birth 
control pills, LCD or LEDs, 
microchips, dialysis, cord-
less, cellular or touch-tone 
telephones, long-distance 
dialing, microwave ovens, 
zip codes, area codes, vid-
eotape, plastic bags, heart 
bypass or transplant opera-
tions, transistors , comput-
ers, fax machines, video 
cassette recorders, lasers, 
e-mail or bar codes.

Then there was Democ-
racity, the ideal community 
of the future.

The American Tele-
phone and Telegraph Co. 
was particularly popular 
because it offered free long-
distance calls and General 
Electric provided visitors 
artificial storms with 
50,000-watt lightning bolts.

Most of these wonders 
had to wait to hit main-
stream America at least 
until the end of the greatest 
war in history, which broke 
out Sept. 1, 1939 with Nazi 
dictator Adolf Hitler’s inva-
sion of Poland.

One of the most popu-
lar entertainments was the 
Aquacade, a swimming 
and diving show produced 
by nightclub owner and 

producer Billy Rose and 
starring Eleanor Holm, 
the swimming champion, 
and Johnny Wiessmuller, 
a movie Tarzan. It included 
scores of shapely young 
women precision swim-
mers and divers.

Helen Maeder, 22, of 
121-30 Fifth Ave. in College 
Point, was hired to perform 
in the Aquacade along with 
Flora Kloetzer of 9-21 Col-
lege Place in College Point. 
They were paid $30 a week 
for five shows a day. Mae-
der married John Sullivan, 
26, of Astoria during the 
fair.

“In all it has to offer, 
the New York World’s Fair 
resembles an enormous 
menu,” said Time maga-
zine. “It would take weeks 
of steady gorging to eat 
through it.”

Time said one of the 
dishes worth consum-
ing was the General Mo-
tors Futurama, which the 
magazine called, “perfectly 
staged, at once real and 
dreamlike.”

Failed Utopia?
The utopian tomor-

row promised by the fair 
exhibits sometimes seemed 
distant.

For example, David 
Gelernter in his book, “1939 
The Lost World of the Fair,” 
wrote that “back in 1937, 
Grover Whalen (president 
of the World’s Fair Corp 
and New York City’s offi-
cial greeter) promised that 
Negroes ‘would not be dis-
criminated against in any 
way.’”

“He broke that prom-
ise but it is noteworthy that 
he felt compelled to make it 
in the first place,” Gelern-
ter wrote.

“The American Com-
mon (section of the fair) 
was the scene of the fair’s 
observance of Negro Week 
in July 1940. Harvey Gib-
son, Mayor LaGuardia, A. 
Philip Randolph and W.E.B. 
Dubois were among partici-
pants,” Gelernter wrote.

The Jewish Palestine 
Pavilion opened on Sunday, 
May 28, drawing more than 
50,000 people, most of whom 
were concerned that Brit-
ain had indicated it would 

repudiate the 1917 Balfour 
Declaration supporting a 
Jewish homeland in Pales-
tine.

The thousands who 
arrived at the Jewish Pales-
tine Pavilion from 14 states 
by automobile, plane, bus 
and special train, heard 
speeches by Jewish lead-
ers, including Chaim Weiz-
mann, who nine years later 
would become Israel’s first 
president. Weizmann spoke 
to the multitude over short 
wave radio from Paris. The 
22,000 seats in the pavil-
ion were filled nearly four 
hours before the dedication 
and speakers had difficulty 
making their way through 
the surging throng of 
standees.

And in the End...
Much of the benefit 

Queens sought material-
ized. Not only the thousands 
of jobs and accompanying 
business generated but also 
many projects which Parks 
Commissioner Robert Mo-
ses impatiently pushed 
forward, including the 
Bronx-Whitestone Bridge, 
the Whitestone Express-
way, the Grand Central and 
Cross Island Parkways the 
Queens-Midtown tunnel 
and Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park.

What the Long Island 
Daily Press called “the huge 
airport” at North Beach 
failed to make the deadline 
by the opening of the fair. It 
did open in December 1939 
and was named LaGuardia 
Field.

The fair drew 
44,931,681 visitors, far 
below the 100 million its 
backers had predicted and 
ended in bankruptcy. But 
by the fair’s premature 
end, Queens manufactur-
ers began getting govern-
ment defense contracts 
($100 million worth in 1940) 
as America girded for the 
war that would engulf the 
world.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman at 
718-229-0300, Ext. 136 or send 
e-mail to news@timesledger.
com.

Continued from Page 4 

1939 Fair
dogs as people there,” the 
mayor said.

Guerra was praised 
by de Blasio for his valor 
on the job — coming to the 
rescue at a car fire on the 
Belt Parkway by pulling a 
boy from the vehicle just 
before an overheated tire 
exploded in July and most 
recently responding to the 
Coney Island fire, which 
ended his life.

“Without a heartbeat 
of hesitation, he and Offi-
cer Rodriguez did what so 
many wouldn’t have had 
the courage to do,” the may-
or said.

Guerra and Rodriguez, 
both from Housing Bureau 
Police Service Area 1, were 
overcome by smoke on the 
building’s 13th floor, after 
riding up on the elevator, 
police said. Firefighters 
found them unconscious 
on the hallway floor, and 
emergency personnel 
rushed both to the hospital, 
the NYPD said.

A resident of the build-
ing, 16-year-old Marcell 
Dockery, was initially 
charged with two counts of 
assault, arson and reckless 
endangerment in connec-
tion with the fire, police 
said, and the teen was also 
indicted on a felony murder 
charge Friday, the Brook-
lyn district attorney said.

“Let’s keep [Rodri-
guez] in our hearts and our 
prayers today as she fights 
for her life,” de Blasio said. 

At the conclusion of 
the funeral, Guerra’s flag-
draped coffin was carried 
out of the church while  
taps was played. An Ameri-
can flag was folded and pre-
sented to his widow.

“To many people, Den-
nis will be remembered as 
a New York City police of-
ficer who performed a self-
less act, investigating a fire 
with the intent of saving 
lives,” Mitchell said. “He 
was recently called a hero, 
but to all of his family, Den-
nis was always a hero and 
long before. He will contin-
ue to live on in our hearts 
and memories as such.”

Continued from Page 2 

Guerra

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com













 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
IL

 18
–2

4,
 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
64

BT


