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BY BILL PARRY

When Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced the Macy’s 4th of July 
Fireworks were returning back 

to the East River for the first time 
in five years, he made it clear it 
was all about the numbers and 
inclusion.

“This fits with one of the 

most fundamental ideas that’s 
guided my administration - the 
notion of inclusion. The notion of 
making sure that we get the won-
derful attributes of this city to be 

enjoyed by the greatest number of 
people,” he said.

The nation’s largest pyro-
technic display moved to the 
Hudson River in 2009 to celebrate 
the 400th anniversary of Henry 
Hudson’s discovery but did not re-
turn despite de Blasio’s “years of 
effort” while serving as the city’s 
public advocate.

The mayor cited the growing 
 population in Queens and Brook-
lyn along the East River, includ-
ing 2.3 million people in Queens 
and the 2.6 million in Brooklyn as 
the reasons for the move.

“You think of how much of the 
population is concentrated near 
the river, it’s just a way to reach 
more people,” de Blasio said. “It’s 
not only great for our citizens, it’s 
great for local businesses, it’ll be 
a great win for them as well.”

Adding to that business 
pitch, Borough President Melinda 
Katz said, “For those of you who 
come to western Queens and see 
our fireworks; Come early, shop 
in our stores, eat in our restau-
rants, and once you see the great 
things that the world’s borough 
of Queens has to offer, come back 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

News that the popular watch-
making company E. Gluck Corp.  
has finalized a deal to relocate 
from Long Island City to Little 
Neck has some northeast Queens 
residents opposing changes the 
warehouse will bring to the 
neighborhood.

The manufacturer is ex-
pected to take over the former 
Leviton building, at 60-15 Little 
Neck Parkway., that has been va-
cant for several years and will be 
leasing the space from an entity 
called Steel Tribune LLC, but the 
monthly rent was not known. The 
company’s current warehouse, at 
29-10 Thomson Ave., is owned by 
the City University of New York, 
and Community Board 11 man-
ager Susan Seinfeld said officials 
informed Gluck last year that it 
would be needing the space back.

The company has already 
started renovations on the Little 
Neck building that include the 
construction of a new 35-foot-high, 
one-story addition to the existing 
warehouse space, causing some 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Before Jessame Hannus found her dream 
apartment in Rego Park, she knew the neighbor-
hood because of the so-called Boulevard of Death 
that runs through it.

Since moving to the area in 2006, Hannus 

Safety group pushes for study

of Boulevard of Death perils BY RICH BOCKMANN

Come this summer, 
the residents of South Ja-
maica’s Baisley Park Hous-
es will have something else 
to celebrate at their annual 
fete: a new basketball court 
and playground redesigned 
from the ground up.

Standing on the up-
turned soil where the old 
courts once stood, commu-
nity members ceremoni-
ally broke ground on the 
$400,000 redevelopment of 
the New York City Hous-
ing Authority’s recreation 
facilities.

“Since the 1970s, there 

hasn’t been any real at-
tention or real work done 
to revamp the park area,” 
said Jahi Rose, director of 
constituent affairs for City 
Councilman Ruben Wills’ 
(D-Jamaica) office. “It 
should be completed by late 
July of this year to ensure 

Jahi Rose (c.) hands out basket-
ball nets that used to hang from 
the rims at Baisley Park Houses. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

LIC’s Gluck
plans move to

Little Neck site

Fireworks to regale Queens again
Macy’s July 4 extravaganza returns to East River for outerborough residents

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

Baisley Houses put up nets 

HONORING THE WORLD’S FAIR LEGACY

The New York State Pavilion was designed as a sleek, space-age vision of the future for the 1964 World’s Fair. It fea-
tures three towers topped by flying-saucer-like platforms and a pavilion of pillars with a suspended, shimmering 
roof billed as the Tent of Tomorrow. This year marks the 75th anniversary of the 1939 World’s Fair and the 50th an-
niversary of the 1964 festivities. See story on Page 2. AP Photo



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
AP

RI
L 2

0,
 2

01
4

2

STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY ALAN KRAWITZ

As the site of both the 
1939 and 1964 World’s Fairs, 
the history of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
the events are inextricably 
linked. 

So it’s only fitting 
that the 75th and 50th an-
niversaries of the fairs are 
commemorated in the park 
with a special NYC Park-
sponsored free festival day 
of events and celebrations 
May 18 that will include site 
tours, music, dance, crafts, 
cultural exhibits and inter-
national foods. 

“While many people 
remember the inven-
tions first exhibited at the 
World’s Fairs, we all should 
know that Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park is also 
one of the Fairs’ enduring 
creations,” said city Parks 
First Deputy Commission-
er Liam Kavanagh. 

Kavanagh said that 
during the past 75 years, 
Flushing Meadows has 
improved the lives of New 
Yorkers as a distinct rec-
reational and cultural des-
tination. “With these anni-
versary events we will take 
a look back at the Fairs and 

a look forward to the future 
of Flushing Meadows – the 
World’s Park and Queens’ 
backyard.”

The anniversary cele-
brations for the two World’s 
Fairs were announced last 
month by Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, 
who co-chairs the World’s 
Fair Anniversary Commit-
tee with state Assembly-
woman Margaret Markey 
(D-Maspeth). 

The celebrations will 
kick off Tuesday with an 
opening ceremony and 
unique chance to go inside 
the long dormant New York 
State Pavilion’s Tent of To-
morrow, currently the fo-
cus of numerous preserva-
tion efforts. 

At 1 p.m. the Parks De-
partment is granting spe-
cial access to the pavilion 
for hard hat tours on a first 
come, first serve basis.

The World’s Fair An-
niversary Festival Day will 
be held on Sunday, May 
18, 2014 at The Unisphere, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. The festival will run 
from 1 p.m. to 5:30 p.m, fol-
lowed by a concert and 
fireworks from 5:30 p.m. to 
9 p.m.

Events marking the 
fairs will be held through-
out the borough over the 
next six months.

Queens’ preserva-
tionist Michael Perlman 
called the Fairs “one of the 
most significant moments 
in American history… 
witnessed in the heart of 
Queens.”

“We need to reflect 
upon and commemorate 
our World’s Fair history 
from a local to a national to 
an international history,” 
said Perlman, who sup-
ports various initiatives to 
save the NYS Pavilion as 
well as other structures in 
the park. 

“The World’s Fairs 
shaped our city’s culture 
and architecture. It was a 
brilliant period which ex-
ercised the human mind 
in unique ways, which was 
proven on the basis of how 
various industries and 
countries made their mark 
by developing memorable 
exhibits, which educated 
the public by introducing 
revolutionary technologies 
while updating existing 
products.”

Boro marks milestones
for two World’s Fairs

The New York State Pavilion was designed as a sleek, space-age vision of the future for the 1964 
World’s Fair. It features three towers topped by flying-saucer-like platforms and a pavilion of pil-
lars with a suspended, shimmering roof billed as the Tent of Tomorrow. This year marks the 
75th anniversary of the 1939 World’s Fair and the 50th anniversary of the 1964 festivities. 

Photo courtesy Greater Astoria Historical Society
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

From Portuguese paella to 
Turkish delight, foodies will get 
to sample dishes that are as di-
verse as the borough they’re from 
at this year’s Queens Taste.

More than 800 people are ex-
pected to attend the annual food-
and-networking event, which will 
serve cuisine from more than 50 
Queens restaurants.

“We have a pretty good diver-
sity this year,” said Rob MacKay, 
of the Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp., which organizes the 
event. “In previous years it’s been 
heavy on Italian restaurants and 
this year we have a better selec-
tion.”

A number of the restau-
rants that usually participate in 
Queens Taste had to cancel this 
year because of the economic toll 
the harsh winter took on their es-
tablishments, MacKay said.

“It was really cold so not as 
many people were going out,” he 
said. “We usually have a couple 
restaurants drop off, but it was 
a little bit surprising this year to 

have so many restaurants not do 
it again.”

More than 10 restaurants 
who served food in Queens Taste 
last year decided not to come back, 
but this opened spots for a diverse 
array of new participants. 

Among them are Pa-Nash, 
a new Rosedale restaurant that 

serves what it calls “Euro Soul” 
food, the fusion of Mediterranean 
and Moroccan cuisine with Ca-
ribbean and soul food influences.

Other newcomers include 
Cypriot restaurant Zenon Taver-
na and a Long Island City gastro 
pub called Dutch Kills Centraal.

On top of all the savory choic-

es, there will be a wide range of 
desserts and pastries.

The event, held at Citi Field 
in past years, will take place at 
the Sheraton LaGuardia East Ho-
tel, at 135-20 39th Ave. in Flush-
ing, Tuesday, April 29, from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m.

Queens foodies will also be 
able to choose from a number of 
drinks, including beer and spirits 
from Queens Distillery, Queens 
Brewery, Punzoné Vodka and 
Brooklyn Brewery, some of which 
will be set up in a beer tent on the 
Sheraton’s outdoor patio. Those 
looking for a non-alcoholic drink 

can wash down their food with 
some Chinese tea from Flushing’s 
Rose House.

This year’s event will have 
a World’s Fair theme, in com-
memoration of the 50th and 75yh 
anniversaries of the 1939 and 1964 
World’s Fairs that took place in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 
Old pictures of the World’s Fairs 
will be broadcast on TV screens 
and a mother-daughter duo 
who sold Belgian waffles at the 
World’s Fair in 1964 will attend. 
The Queens Historical Society 
will also be showcasing memora-
bilia from the fairs.

“I look forward to Queens 
Taste all year,” said Seth Born-
stein, executive director of QEDC. 
“It is so much fun on so many 
levels — the food, the drinks, the 
people, the venue and the celebra-
tion.”

Tickets for Queens Taste 2014 
will cost $100 per person or $175 
for two and proceeds from the 
event will go toward the QEDC, 
a nonprofit that strives to attract 
and maintain jobs in the borough 
through business services and 
neighborhood development.

O Lavrador Restaurant will be one of more than 50 restaurants that will serve 
food at Queens Taste 2014. Photo courtesy QEDC

New restaurants expected to fl ock to Queens Taste 2014

More than 800 people are expect-
ed to attend this year’s event, which 
will showcase some of the borough’s 
most decadent deserts. 

Photo courtesy QEDC

BY SARINA TRANGLE

While elected offi-
cials push for a parade to 
welcome home Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans, 
the Ozone-Howard Little 
League has taken steps to 
honor the homebound with 
a memorial.

The service records 
of several neighborhood 
residents who died fight-
ing abroad or came back 
with injuries compelled 
the youth baseball organi-
zation to take action, said 
Ralph Wallace, vice presi-
dent of the league.

The Ozone-Howard 
Little League decided to 
install a flagpole complete 
with a commemorative 
plaque near its fields along 
Centerville Street by 149th 
Avenue.

“There’s a lot of kids 
in the neighborhood that 
are coming back. They’re 

injured. They can’t get 
jobs. We feel they’re under-
appreciated,” Wallace said. 
“We’re playing baseball 
here because these kids are 
fighting for us.”

A 50-foot-tall pole 
capped with a replica of 
an eagle currently hoists 
an American flag by the 
league’s headquarters.

And Wallace said the 
Little League plans to un-
veil a bronze plaque during 
an April 26 event, which 
will include breakfast at 
8:30 a.m. for veterans and 
a memorial dedication cer-
emony at 10 a.m.

Memorial construc-
tion began in October, with 
workers installing a flag-
pole donated from Howard 
Beach Memorial Services. 
The group gives flagpoles 
to civic groups and other 
organizations to promote 
showcasing of the country’s 
stars and stripes.

Brickwork on the me-
morial began after win-
ter. A footing designed to 
anchor the flagpole has 
since been built up into a 
platform of sand-colored 
bricks.

The 36-by-30-inch 

plaque slated to be installed 
later this month includes 
3-D images of soldiers fight-
ing through various wars 
and members of the armed 
forces raising the flag.

It also contains a mes-
sage from the Ozone-How-

ard Little League to veter-
ans of all conflicts.

“To the mothers, fa-
thers and families whose 
sons and daughters have 
made the supreme sacri-
fice, to those veterans who 
will suffer the wounds and 
ravages of war and to those 
missing and not yet home, 
in order that we may con-
tinue to live in freedom 
in the greatest nation on 
earth, the United States of 
America, ... may their sac-
rifices never be forgotten,” 
the 200-pound tablet reads.

A wrought-iron fence 
will also be erected around 
the memorial, Wallace 
said.

“It’s the effect we are 
trying to go for. It’s going 
to be here long after us,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
urged the U.S. Department 
of Defense this weekend to 

collaborate with the city on 
planning a parade for veter-
ans of the post-Sept. 11 wars 
along the historic Canyon 
of Heroes route, where pri-
or generations returning 
from wars have marched in 
lower Manhattan.

The City Council 
Committee on Veterans is 
weighing a resolution call-
ing for a ticker-tape parade 
to honor veterans of the 
Iraq conflict, which ended 
in 2011, and the war in Af-
ghanistan, which is expect-
ed to conclude by the end of 
2014.

Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park), chair-
man of the committee and 
co-sponsor of the resolu-
tion, said the Committee 
on Veterans plans to hold 
a hearing on the resolution 
in May.

The Ozone-Howard Little League has com-
missioned a plaque thanking veterans for their service. 

Photo courtesy Ozone-Howard Little League

Ozone-Howard Little League plans memorial for vets
Youth sports organization to unveil fl agpole and plaque during an April 26 commemorative event

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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All life is precious
and the loss of a loved 

one is devastating. 
While there is no easy way

to face all that needs
to be done, let us help
you through this most

diffi cult time.

St. John Cemetery Mount St. Mary Cemetery

A variety of options including
in-ground burial, indoor and outdoor crypts, 

and cremation niches are available.

Catholic Cemeteries can help because we are different, not merely a 
corner or section in any cemetery, but a sacred place dedicated by the 

Church for those who share our faith and belief in life everlasting.

www.ccbklyn.org
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BY BILL PARRY

The organizers of two 
major Long Island City 
springtime events were re-
lieved and grateful that the 
MTA reworked its plans to 
provide weekend service 
on the No. 7 subway line 
during the weekend of May 
17-18.

The decision was made 
three weeks after Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority President Carmen 
Bianco and his senior staff 
took part in a town hall 
meeting with residents and 
business owners that have 
been affected by the service 
disruptions.

During the meeting’s 
public forum, Elizabeth 
Lusskin, president of LIC 
Partnership, explained that 
the first Vernon Boulevard 
street fair, LIC Springs!, on 
May 17 was designed to go 
hand-in-hand with the 4th 
annual LIC Arts Open to 
draw as many people to the 
neighborhood as possible.

“It’s one weekend, one 
day when Long Island City 
is all coming together,” she 
said. “The loss of the 7 train 
from Times Square all the 
way to Jackson Heights 
means we can’t get people in 
from Manhattan or Queens 

and that’s a body blow.”
Richard Mazda, found-

er of LIC Arts Open, took a 
different tact when it was 
his turn to speak.

“To be honest, at the 
town hall there was enough 
anger in the room,” he said. 

“I strategically posed the 
question about the date for 
the following year to make 
it easy for him to say yes. 
When the whole world zigs, 
it’s better to zag.”

There is no telling 
which approach worked 
best in this instance.

MTA spokesman Kev-
in Ortiz said, “Whether 
through town halls or our 
own public hearings, com-
munity input is always a 
vital part of our decision-
making process. There are 
times when we can accom-
modate certain requests 
and other instances when 
we cannot.”

Lusskin and Mazda 
were thrilled with the deci-
sion.

“The MTA had to do 
a lot of work to make this 
possible, so we will make 
the most of the opportunity 
and make LIC Springs! re-
ally special and reach the 
widest audience possible.”

LIC Arts Open, al-
ready the borough’s largest 

arts festival, running from 
May 14-18, will be even big-
ger this year with 35 events 
in 53 venues, including the 
work of 250 artists.

The logistics of run-
ning such an event gave 
Mazda a greater apprecia-
tion of the MTA’s decision.

“My first thought was 
that I was amazed and then 
I sympathized with them 
because I know how com-
plicated it was for them to 
do. A lot of work goes into 
the planning and schedul-
ing,” he said.

Mazda added that it is 
important that the LIC Arts 
Open is experienced by as 
many people as possible.

“We need to showcase 
the LIC art community to 
the rest of the city and the 
world because ours is more 
established, accomplished 
and mature than any other 
art community in the city,” 
he said. “When I go to Wil-
liamsburg I can throw a 
rock in any direction and 
hit a 25-year-old hipster 

with a big beard claiming 
to be an artist. Here we ac-
complish art and we do it 
discreetly.”

The MTA also an-
nounced that a long-prom-
ised marketing campaign 
is up and running. Digital 
messaging and a Web pres-
ence is designed to help 
Long Island City’s cultural 
institutions, restaurants 
and small businesses draw 
visitors while service is 
suspended on the No. 7 dur-
ing the weekends.

Mta.info now features 
an ad that says, “Long Is-
land City, Queens — On the 
grid, Under the radar.” Pic-
tures from The Chocolate 
Factory, The Noguchi Mu-
seum, Alobar restaurant 
and MoMA PS1 are shown 
with a tagline that says, 
“Experience New York 
City’s Best Kept Secret.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

MTA will let No. 7 run for two big LIC events

The No. 7 train will be up and running May 17-18, the MTA an-
nounced.
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
Up to 12 months 0% interest free fi nancing 

See store for details.

FLEX SPENDING

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier
Versace

Coach

Gucci

Dior

Some restrictions apply. See store for details. In stock items only. Off er ends May 31,2014 B.T.

$

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends May 31,2014.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. Off er ends May 31,2014.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends May 31,2014.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Prescription glasses 
plus FREE Designer 
sunglasses from 
select group
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BY SARINA STRANGLE

The city Campaign Fi-
nance Board fined mayoral 
hopeful John Catsimatidis 
$11,473 for failing to identi-
fy himself as the financier 
of mailings criticizing City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) and submit-
ting false documents to the 
board during the 2013 elec-
tion season.

A feud between Ulrich 
and Catsimatidis over the 
Queens GOP leadership 
spilled into the 2013 elec-
tions.

Catsimatidis, who lost 
his bid to run on the Repub-
lican line for mayor, poured 
$14,738.28 into mass mail-
ings that accused Ulrich 
of saying one thing in the 
community and voting the 
opposite way in City Hall.

The supermarket mag-

net could spend as much 
as he wanted because the 
money was classified as an 
independent expenditure, 
meaning it was not made 
with the authorization or 
in collaboration with the 
candidate.

But Catsimatidis was 
required to print a notifica-
tion identifying who paid 
for the literature in the 
mailings because they cost 
more than $1,000.

The board fined him 
$1,473 for failing to do so.

It also penalized him 
$10,000 for intentionally 
submitting purported cop-
ies of the mailing that in-
cluded this financing noti-
fication.

Catsimatidis could not 
be reached for comment.

Ulrich declined to 
comment.

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Queens police offi-
cer who died after he was 
critically injured respond-
ing to a Brooklyn blaze will 
be promoted posthumously 
to the rank of first-grade 
detective, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio told mourners at a 
somber service for Dennis 
Guerra in Rockaway Beach 
Monday.

Thousands of NYPD’s 
Finest and FDNY’s Brav-
est joined Guerra’s family 
and friends, city officials 
and volunteer emergency 
responders for the funeral 
mass at St. Rose of Lima 
pn Beach 84th Street. Fol-
lowing the service, the Far 
Rockaway resident and fa-
ther of four was laid to rest 
at St. John’s Cemetery in 
Middle Village.

Guerra, 38, had raced 
with his partner, Police Of-
ficer Rosa Rodriguez, 36, 
to evacuate tenants from a 
Coney Island housing de-
velopment the afternoon of 
April 6 after 911 calls came 
in about a fire. He suffered 
smoke inhalation and died 
Wednesday morning, the 
NYPD said.

Three days later, Guer-
ra was remembered by 
loved ones as a handyman, 
jokester and grill master, 
sporting an apron that read 
“Grill master: The Man, 
The Myth, The Legend.”

“I believe he liked 
cooking just so he could get 

the family together,” said 
his brother-in-law, Curtis 
Mitchell.

Mitchell said his 
brother-in-law was a loving 
husband to his wife, Cathy, 
and father to his four chil-
dren — Kathleen, 20; Jona-
than, 17; Alyssa, 14; and 
Zachary, 7.

“It is going to be terri-
bly difficult not having you 
in our lives and just down 
the block, but I know you 
will be in heaven smiling 
down on us,” Mitchell said.

Police Commissioner 
Bill Bratton described 
Guerra’s legacy in the Po-
lice Department. Guerra’s 
father, Dennis, had been 
a detective in Queens and 

his mother, Miriam, had 
worked as a school safety 
officer.

“He probably never 
told his dad outright that 
he wanted to be a cop like 
him, but he never missed 
a chance to ask him every-
thing about the adventures 
of being a New York City 
detective,” the police com-
missioner said. 

Guerra first served 
as a school safety officer 
and then a city correction 
officer before joining the 
NYPD eight years ago, 
where he seemed to revel in 
his work, Bratton said.

Guerra would text his 
father, often attaching im-
ages of confiscated gun or 

drugs.
“He was saying, ‘Look, 

Dad, I’m out there. I’m get-
ting it done. I’m starting the 
way you started. I’m carry-
ing forth the next genera-
tion of what you started,’” 
Bratton said. “That was 
two men named Dennis - a 
father and a son, each one 
proud of the other.” 

“It is so much more 
than a just job. It is a call-
ing. It is the most reward-
ing job of all. Every day 
you can make a difference. 
Every day you can save a 
life.” the police commis-
sioner said. “The thing that 
keeps us is that no one dies 
in vain. Dennis did not die 
in vain.” 

The city Campaign Finance Board fined John Catsimatidis $11,473.

An American flag is presented to Police Officer Dennis Guerra’s widow, Cathy, who is joined by her 
children, including 7-year-old Zachary (l.), at his Rockaway Beach funeral. Photo by Christina Santucci

City fi nes Cats $11K
 for Ulrich mailings

Queens mourns hero cop 
Far Rockaway offi cer loses life in Brooklyn fi re that injured partner 
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your
Child Will Have at...

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY
th

Door To Door Transportation 
from Queens

on Children’s Faces

This Summer!
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

School technology and com-
munity safety were among the 
items that topped the list of win-
ning projects in this year’s par-
ticipatory budgeting process for 
City Council District 23.

Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) invited 
his constituents to the Queens 
County Farm Museum April 9 for 
his official announcement of the 
Top 5 projects that were chosen 
to be included in this year’s $1.1 
million participatory budgeting 
project.

Weprin’s is one of just five 
Council districts citywide to par-
ticipate in the process, which al-
lows residents to cast votes to de-
cide how they want city money to 
be spent on community projects 
in their neighborhoods.

This year marked the second 
budget cycle in which participa-
tory budgeting took place in Dis-
trict 23 — which covers Bayside, 
Bellerose, Douglaston, Fresh 
Meadows, Floral Park, Glen Oaks, 
Hollis Hills, Little Neck, Oakland 

Gardens, New Hyde Park and 
Queens Village.

More than 1,800 votes were 
cast, a 70 percent increase from 
the 1,100 that were cast last year, 
on the 14 projects chosen to be 
part of the final round, and the 
five with the most votes will be 
paid for by the city.

The project to receive the 
most votes — 1,166 — was a 
$450,000 proposal to purchase 
Smartboard technology boards 
for five schools within Educa-
tion District 26 — PS 33, PS 266, 
IS 109, Benjamin Cardozo High 
School and Queens High School 
of Teaching. The second-high-
est number of votes went to a 
$200,000 project for a fitness walk 
and exercise loop at Cunningham 
Park in northeast Queens, which 
received 875 votes.

The third-place project, with 
718 votes, will pay for the installa-
tion of $105,000 worth of portable 
security cameras in certain loca-
tions around the district, which 
Weprin said will be determined 
by the NYPD. Slightly more than 
$85,000 in technology upgrades at 

PS 18 and PS 135 took fourth place 
with 699 votes, and a $265,000 
project to upgrade security at the 
Fresh Meadows, Hollis and Wind-
sor Park libraries took the last 
winning spot with 671 votes.

Weprin said when participa-
tory budgeting first came to his 

district, he was skeptical of how 
successful it would be, but the 
councilman said last week that 
he believes the increase in votes 
is proof that the process is work-
ing.

“People want to be a part of 
government, and I’ve always been 

a big believer in that,” Weprin 
said. “When people get involved, 
government can be fun, and that’s 
what this is about. When people 
see government in action, they 
appreciate it more and I think 
this has been great.”

Douglaston resident Barry 
Cohen said he was pleased with 
the results and agreed with We-
prin’s idea that participatory bud-
geting has so far been a unique 
opportunity for Council District 
23 residents.

“It’s very democratic,” Co-
hen said. “It gets people involved 
and it’s nice when people feel like 
they’re part of the results.”

Weprin said the money for the 
projects, which total $1,105,785, 
will be officially secured in June 
when the budget for the 2014-15 
fiscal year is adopted, and he said 
he hopes to have all the winning 
projects completed in no more 
than a year.

Reach reporter Kelsey Dur-
ham at 718-260-4573 or by e-mail at 
kdurham@cnglocal.com.

City Councilman Mark Weprin speaks at a gathering to announce the results of 
District 23’s recent participatory budgeting voting. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Weprin names fi ve projects that win budget vote

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 
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www.MyFoodBazaar.com

Long Island City
42-02 Northern Blvd.

Long Island City, NY 11101
347-448-8860

NOW IN 
Long Island City!

10% OFF TOTAL GROCERY BILL
Coupon expires April 20, 2014. Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupon valid only at Food Bazaar 
located at 42-02 Northern Boulevard Long Island City, New York 11101. Coupon not valid and cannot be used at any other Food Bazaar location. 
10% off entire purchase of $50 or more (“Qualifying Purchase”). Qualifying Purchases are calculated BEFORE taxes, bottle deposits, and the face value of manufacturer coupons 
and AFTER Food Bazaar store coupons and any doubled or tripled value of manufacturer coupons. Program excludes prescription medications, gift certifi cates, gift cards, postage 
stamp sales, money orders, money transfers, lottery tickets, as well as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Not valid 
with any other offer and Coupon cannot be combined with employee, senior citizen, fi re department and other discounts typically offered by Food Bazaar. Coupon not valid for 
the purchase of gift certifi cates and cannot be redeemed as cash or merchandise credit if merchandise is returned. Coupon discount savings applied to all purchased items on a 
prorated basis; any refunds will be given in the prorated amount. No cash value.
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Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
Rates subject to change without notice. Not all borrowers will qualify. Visit website for complete list of rates. Terms and restrictions apply. 

We’ll help you leverage the value of your 
home with competitive rates and personal 
attention you �ust won’t �nd at �igger �an�s� 
At Qside, you’re a member, not a number. 
Come say hello. 

�����
����
������
�����


Home Equity 
Loan 

4.25%
Fixed Rate, 
5-Year Term 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

3.75%
Variable Rate 

HELOC

APR* APR*

� Rates applicable to all credit scores

� No prepayment penalties 

� Re�nancing and pre-approval available

� No points, application fees, 
transaction fees or annual fees

THE LAST GREAT DEAL
IN NYC REAL ESTATE 
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The sunshine wasn’t the 
only thing to bring people out 
in droves this past weekend. 
Long Island City’s Food Bazaar 
Supermarket hosted its Spring 
Event and Car Giveaway Sweep-
stakes on Saturday, April 12th. 
Hundreds of people flocked to 
the LIC Food Bazaar for this fun-
filled occasion. The event which 
streamed live on 93.1 Amor Ra-
dio, was a great day out for the 

family, complete with delicious 
free food from over fifty food 
vendors, face painting, clowns 
and magic shows. The Long Is-
land City YMCA hosted boxing, 
tennis and soccer tournaments. 
There was even a Mariachi Band 
serenading shoppers. Aside from 
the action packed festivities, 
Food Bazaar gave away some 
impressive prizes including 
thousands of dollars worth of 

gift certificates. But, the grand 
prize, a brand new 2014 Hyundai 
Genesis went to one lucky win-
ner; Marcario O from Woodside, 

New York. Food Bazaar is com-
mitted to improving the quality 
of life in the communities they 
serve. And, the Spring Event 

is one example of this. If you 
missed this event, stay-tuned, 
there’s much more to come at the 
LIC Food Bazaar. 

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

LIC Food Bazaar’s Spring Event Is a Huge Success!

BY ALEX ROBINSON

For the second time in as 
many weeks, a northeast Queens 
senior center in danger of shut-
ting down got a reprieve Tues-
day.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) announced he secured 
$100,000 in funding in this year’s 
state budget to prevent the North 
Flushing Senior Center in College 
Point from closing its doors.

“I was very concerned about 
the fact you may have to close,” 
Avella told a room full of seniors 
at the center. “So I made that a 
priority of mine in this recently 
passed state budget to get the 
funding that you need to oper-
ate.”

The center, at 22-38 College 
Point Blvd., was set to close by 
the end of the year if it did not re-
ceive funding. The situation had 
gotten so dire that the center  did 
not even have enough cash in the 
last two months to pay the woman 
who runs the weekly exercise pro-

gram.
“We were just about squeak-

ing by,” said Betty Faraone, the 
center’s director.

The College Point senior 
center was not the only center 
in the area that was facing an 
impending closure. The Greater 
Whitestone Taxpayer’s Civic As-
sociation Senior Center was set 
to be shuttered in June before 
Avella announced last week he 
had obtained the funds for it to 
stay open.

More than 40,000 people who 
are 65 or older live in Queens 
Community District 7, which in-
cludes College Point, Whitestone 
and Flushing, according to a 2010 
Community District Profile com-
piled by the Department of City 
Planning.

 Seniors make up more than 
16 percent of the district and con-
stitute the area’s third largest age 
group behind 44- to 64-year-olds 
(29.2 percent) and 25- to 44-year-
olds (28.6 percent). From 2000-10, 
the senior population grew by 5 

percent, meaning an increasing 
number of seniors likely need 
places to congregate.

The College Point senior cen-
ter is one of only two in the neigh-
borhood and the other center, the 
Angelo Petromelis Senior Center,  
is at capacity. If it had closed, the 
center’s 130 members would have 
nowhere else to go, Avella said.

“[For] a lot of these old ladies, 
this is all they have,” Faraone 
said.

The center is open Tuesday 
and Thursday from noon until 3 
p.m. and offers seniors trips, exer-
cise programs and a place to play 
games, but most importantly it 
provides a sense of community.

“I live alone, so I come here 

to socialize,” said Dorothy Urban, 
81, who has been visiting the se-
nior center for at least 15 years. 
“It’s like an extension to my fam-
ily. Many of the people in this 
room are always here for me and 
just a telephone call away.”

Avella left the mainstream 
Democrats in February to join 
the Independent Democratic Con-
ference, which forms a governing 
majority with the Senate Republi-
cans in Albany. He attributed his 
ability to get funding for the two 
centers to his switch to the IDC.

“I did that so I could be in the 
majority in the Senate and make 
things happen. One of the things I 
wanted to make happen was keep 
this senior center open,” he said 
to applause.

The monies will go to rent 
and operating costs and should be 
able to fund the center for two to 
three years.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

The senior center’s director, Betty Faraone (c.), presents state Sen. Tony Avella 
with a giant thank-you card. Photo by Alex Robinson

College Pt. senior center saved by $100K in state funds
Avella comes to rescue of desperate elders who needed monies to operate their second home
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

Lancman grills NYCHA on Pomonok downsizing
BY ALEX ROBINSON

NYCHA officials an-
nounced they are review-
ing certain aspects of their 
so-called “rightsizing” pol-
icy after a grilling by City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows) at 
an oversight hearing last 
week.

The policy is the New 
York City Housing Author-
ity’s method of moving ten-
ants living in apartments 
deemed “under-occupied” 
into smaller units to make 
space for crowded families.

Controversy flared 
recently over the issue in 
Pomonok Houses in Flush-
ing, where a number of se-
niors were recently issued 
letters instructing them to 
request transfers from the 
apartments They had lived 
in for decades.

“This is a policy I 
straight up oppose and 
think is terribly wrong-

headed,” Lancman said at 
the hearing.

Almost 40 percent of 
NYCHA’s 178,557 house-
holds live in apartments 
that are not the correct size 
for their family composi-
tion, according to the Hous-
ing Authority. NYCHA 
defines apartments with 
tenants having one extra 
bedroom as “under-occu-
pied” and those with two 
or more extra bedrooms 
as “extremely under-occu-
pied.”

“Ensuring that every 
public housing family is 
in  an apartment of appro-
priate size presents a huge 
challenge, one that NYCHA 
has wrestled with  over the 
years,” NYCHA General 
Manager Cecil House said 
at the hearing. “While NY-
CHA understands that this 
hearing was called out of 
concern for residents in un-
der-occupied apartments, 
NYCHA constantly strives 

to appropriately balance 
the interests of our resi-
dents in under-occupied 
apartments with those in 
overcrowded apartments.”

NYCHA’s policy does 
not require residents to 
move if the larger apart-
ment is needed to store or 
contain equipment for a 
person’s health or if relo-
cating would pose a direct 
threat to their life because 
of a medical condition.

“It is the most draco-
nian policy that I have ev-
ery seen or heard of in all 
my years in government,” 
Lancman said. “Framing 
exemption standards us-
ing a life or death model 
ignores some very real 
quality-of-life concerns. By 
moving residents with oth-
er debilitating conditions 
— Alzheimer’s, depression, 
asthma, high blood pres-
sure, anxiety, just to name 
a few — we are ignoring the 
likelihood that such condi-

tions will be exacerbated 
by a forced relocation.”

Lancman called on 
NYCHA to stop downsizing 
any more tenants until it 
changes this policy.

“That policy is under 
review,” House said. “I do 
expect it to be modified as 
we move forward. We have 
agreed to modify our rea-
sonable accommodation 
policy in other areas and 
we will take that under 
advisement and ensure we 
get an appropriate policy in 
that area.”

He did not commit to 
putting a halt to downsiz-
ings for the moment, but 
said he would take it into 
consideration.

House also explained 
NYCHA’s policy was to 
send letters to residents 
in under-occupied apart-
ments prompting them to 
request a transfer, but only 
tenants in extremely under-
occupied apartments would 

be required to move and 
would have two opportuni-
ties to choose a new unit.

Lancman, however, 
brought up the case of a 
Pomonok Houses resident 
who NYCHA was attempt-
ing to downsize from a four-
room apartment to a three-
room unit.

“I do not see how some-
one who has one more room 
than they are allotted to or 
what NYCHA would like to 
have in a perfect situation 
would count as extremely 
under-occupied,” Lancman 
said.

He read from a letter 
the tenant was sent by NY-
CHA telling her she must 
move to Queensbridge 
Houses in Long Island City 
and that she would not have 
another choice.

“I don’t know if you’re 
unfamiliar with the policy 
that you’re implementing 
or if it’s changed from De-
cember until today, but it’s 

clear from what I have in 
my hand that you are not 
focusing only on extremely 
under-occupied apartments 
and that you are not giving 
tenants two options but 
rather one,” Lancman said.

House responded that 
he would have to apologize 
to that resident and try to 
correct the situation  be-
cause that is not NYCHA 
policy.

From 2011-13, NYCHA 
transferred 2,339 families, 
or 4,092 people, out of un-
der-occupied apartments 
and 2,916 families, or 10,101 
people, out of overcrowded 
apartments, according to 
the Housing Authority’s 
data.

NYCHA currently has 
12,263 families on its trans-
fer list.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.
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12 The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

neighborhood homeowners 
to grow concerned with the 
work being done.

“The concern right 
now is the extension,” Sein-
feld said. “Not everyone is 
happy with these changes 
because it’s changing the 
whole look of the building.”

The Gluck Corp. could 
not be reached for comment 
this week due to the Pass-
over holiday.

Gluck leaders began 
meeting with Community 
Board 11 in August, Seinfeld 
said, and displayed their 
plans for renovating the ex-
isting building if they were 
to move into it. Gluck will 
be the first manufacturing 
company within CB 11’s 
district since Leviton left 
the area, but the thought 
did not pose a threat to resi-

dents at the time relocation 
talks began.

The district manager 
said that although the area 
is not an industrial neigh-
borhood, the community 
never opposed Leviton op-
erating out of the building 
because it ran its electrical 
wiring equipment busi-
ness quietly, without noisy 
trucks or overnight deliv-
eries disturbing neighbors. 
Though Gluck’s operation 
plans appear to have the 
same courtesy, some elect-
ed officials said they, and 
their constituents, are con-
cerned with the construc-
tion taking place on the 
building’s exterior.

The community’s 
main protest is the height 
of the extension being add-
ed, and state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
said his office has fielded 
some calls recently about 
a 35-foot wall the company 

has put up right at the prop-
erty line, facing Little Neck 
Parkway.

“I met with the com-
pany a few times and they 
told me they would be 
renovating the existing 
building,” Braunstein said. 
“They never indicated they 
would have something like 
this and I feel they mis-
represented their plans. 
What I’m seeing so far is 
completely off from what 
they’ve told us. It’s really 
just terrible.”

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) said he has also heard 
concerns from his constitu-
ents about the height of the 
extension being put on the 
building. He said he is hap-
py Gluck decided to come 
into northeast Queens, but 
said he wants to be sure it 
is sticking to the plans that 
were previously worked 
out.

Continued from Page 1 

Gluck

and do it again after the 
fireworks.”

The news was well-
received in several restau-
rants and bars in Long Is-
land City, where some still 
feel economic stress caused 
by flood damage during 
Hurricane Sandy.

“It’s great news, we 
finally have our fireworks 
back,” Riverview Restau-
rant owner Tony Raouf 
said. “It will help Long Is-
land City tremendously.”

The Riverview, at 201 
50th Ave., needed extensive 
repairs after it was flooded 
with 3 feet of water in the 
2012 superstorm.

The Waterfront Crab 
House, at 203 Borden Ave., 
needed $500,000 worth of 
repairs in Sandy’s wake.

“That will really help 
pack the place that night,” 
Crab House manager Bar-
bara Eden said.

At the LIC Bar, at 45-
58 Vernon Blvd., the news 
was especially welcome. 
Damage at the music venue 
was extensive and 7 feet 
of saltwater from the East 
River destroyed its sound 
system, equipment and in-
struments.

The situation was so 
dire the rock super-group 
The Who donated equip-
ment to help LIC Bar get 
back on its feet.

Just before Christ-
mas, owner Brian Porter 

suffered another setback. 
A kitchen fire closed his 
Manhattan restaurant and 
it has yet to reopen.

“We could surely use 
a booster shot and we’re 
ecstatic at having the fire-
works back, especially on 
a Friday night,” Gustavo 
Rodriguez said.

Rodriguez books the 
music acts at LIC Bar and 
is now working on a lineup 
of local talent to fill an out-
door show he will stage as 
a preliminary for the fire-
works.

“When the fireworks 
are on the East River, it’s 
like Christmas here in LIC, 
I’ve never seen crowds like 
it before or since, it’s won-
derful for business,” Rodri-
guez said.

Continued from Page 1 

Fireworks
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Woodhaven leaders 
hope a wrecking ball bound 
for a partially collapsed Ja-
maica Avenue building can 
bring the block back to its 
foundation as a neighbor-
hood nexus complete with a 
senior center and volunteer 
ambulance corps.

The  Woodhaven Resi-
dents’ Block Association 
spent months calling for  the 
demolition of the caved-in 
structure, at 78-19 Jamaica 
Ave. after the Woodhaven-
Richmond Hill Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps and a 
senior center operating 
next door, at 78-15 Jamaica 
Ave., were displaced due to 
damage stemming from the 
collapse.

“The Ambulance 
Corps, they’re on standby 
still until something is 
done with that building. No 
big repairs have been done 
because of the damage and 
concerns that more dam-

age would be done,” said 
WRBA President Martin 
Colberg. “Now they can 
move forward to try to do 
some repairs and get back 
on their feet and move the 
senior center back in.”

The city Department 
of Buildings took the own-
er of 78-19 Jamaica Ave. to 
court because he neglected 
to fix the former furniture 
shop after its roof buckled 
in March 2013.

George Kochabe, head 
officer of the limited liabil-
ity company that owns the 
property, failed to show up 
in court April 10, and the 
judge rejected his attor-
ney’s request for an exten-
sion, according to the block 
association.

Kochabe, who at one 
point had a warrant out for 
his arrest, declined to com-
ment.

The department then 
requested that the city De-
partment of Housing Pres-
ervation and Development 

step in and demolish the 
structure.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo Jr. (D-Howard Beach) 
said HPD began surveying 
the building for asbestos 
and would complete demo-
lition within about a month 
whether or not any toxins 
are found.

The senator said the 
work would be billed to the 
owner and the city would 
take out a lien on the prop-
erty if it goes unpaid.

“I’m so impressed be-
cause they got the paper-
work from Buildings Fri-
day and Tuesday they are 
out inspecting,” Addabbo 

said. “Now I want to get 
more details on securing it 
and any structural issues 
with the back entrance 
where the senior center 
was and the back offices of 
the ambulance corps.”

When the building 
collapsed last spring, fall-
ing bricks and debris dam-
aged an emergency exit to 
the Woodhaven-Richmond 
Hill Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps and the incident led 
to flooding, toxic mold and 
mildew at the headquar-
ters, according to a lawsuit 
the nonprofit filed against 
the landlord of 78-19 Jamai-
ca Ave.

The Woodhaven-Rich-
mond Hill Senior Center 
that used to rent space from 
the corps had to relocate, 
which left the ambulance 
crew with a financial bur-
den.

Eleven months after 
the incident, the  corps tem-
porarily shut its doors in 
March 2014 because melt-

ing snow from the partially 
collapsed building began 
seeping into its headquar-
ters and flooding the facil-
ity.

The block association 
staged rallies March 2 and 
this past weekend to urge 
the city to raze the build-
ing.

“This building is start-
ing to become the perfect 
trifecta of what we don’t 
want in this neighbor-
hood,” Colberg said at this 
weekend’s rally, according 
to a video on the corps’s 
Facebook page. “It’s a mag-
net for graffiti, it’s a build-
ing that’s ready to collapse 
and it’s something that’s ... 
threatening to take away 
an institution from this 
community .... Department 
of Buildings needs to step 
up.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

The city Department of Housing is slated to demolish a partially 
collapsed building, at 78-19 Jamaica Ave.

HPD to demolish caved-in Jamaica Ave. building
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

said she grew accustomed 
to avoiding Queens Bou-
levard by walking on side 
streets to stores along the 
road known for a prepon-
derance of fatal accidents.

But Hannus said she 
and a few dozen others in-
volved with Transportation 
Alternatives’ Queens Activ-
ist Committee are pushing 
to change that by asking the 
city to conduct a feasibility 
study of ways to improve 
Queens Boulevard. Such 
inquires serve as precur-
sors to road redesigns and 
other safety improvements, 
the group said.

“Queens is more re-
nowned for the Boulevard of 
Death than it is for our cul-
tural institutions and our 
diverse neighborhoods,” 
Hannus said. “By chang-
ing Queens Boulevard, you 
could really change that.”

Transportation Alter-
natives, an organization 
that promotes public trans-
portation, walking and cy-
cling, would like the city 

Department of Transporta-
tion to study transforming 
Queens Boulevard into a 
complete street.

The term “complete 
street” refers to roads that 
offer a separate space for 
vehicles, bikes and pedes-
trians and may incorporate 
more islands for walkers as 
well as Select Bus Service 
to minimize buses’ pres-
ence on the road, according 
to Celia Castellan, Trans-
portation Alternatives’ 
Queens organizer.

Police Department 
crash statistics indicate 
six fatal accidents and 492 
injuries — involving 32 cy-
clists and 120 pedestrians 
— occurred along Queens 
Boulevard in 2013, Castel-
lan said.

A map of crashes com-
piled by Transportation 
Alternatives shows the 
most — 47 —  collisions 
happened near the corner 
of Queens Boulevard and 
Grand Avenue from 2002-11. 
The boulevard’s intersec-
tions with 69th Street, 63rd 
Avenue, 63rd Drive and 71st 
Avenue also had more than 
30 incidents during that 

time period.
Just this January an 

elderly woman was struck 
by a Q46 bus while crossing 
Queens Boulevard near 71st 
Avenue and had to have at 
least one of her ankles am-
putated, her attorney said 
at the time.

Transportation Al-
ternatives has recruited 
more than 3,300 people to 
sign a petition calling for 
the study and solicited a 
letter of support from City 
Council members Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village) and 
Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest).

“We stand together 
and call on the Depart-
ment of Transportation to 
make Queens Boulevard 
one of their key priorities 
in enacting its Vision Zero 
initiative,” the letter noted, 
referencing Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s commitment to end  
traffic deaths and injuries 
on city streets.

it will be in perfect use for 
Baisley Day.”

Wills had allocated 
the capital funding for 
the project but could not 
attend the groundbreak-
ing due to a scheduling 
conflict. Rose said it was a 
collaborative effort among 
the councilman’s office, 
NYCHA and residents 
that got the project off the 
ground.

“All the program-
ming that’s been done 
here, all the attention 
that’s been paid here has 
led us to this point, where 
we can then say that the 
ground is broken and we 
are going to be a couple of 
months away from seeing 
a brand new park, a brand 
new playground and a 
brand new place for our 
young people, for our ado-
lescents and for our adults 
and seniors to recreate 
and to relax,” he said.

A.U. Hogan, president 
of the Baisley Houses Ten-
ants’ Association, said 

residents have been cel-
ebrating their community 
Aug. 2 every summer for 
the past 30 years. The only 
thing that seemed to be a 
longer-standing tradition 
was the poorly maintained 
recreation areas.

“Actually, the ground 
has not been touched 
since 1961, so it’s been a 
very long time that these 
young kids and adults 
have been playing on this 
asphalt that’s been dam-
aging their knees, their 
backs, whatever,” he said. 
“In order to have a basket-
ball game and playground 
and sprinklers where the  

seniors will be out there — 
got to mention them, they 
sit down also in the park 
— it has to be a safe area 
and we work very hard for 
Baisley Park to become a 
safe area.”

The public housing 
development sits in the 
heart of the 113th Precinct, 
a command that tradition-
ally struggles with violent 
crime, particularly during 
the summer months.

NYCHA Deputy Di-
rector Peter Edwards said 
the new facilities will give 
the youth a safe place to en-
joy themselves outdoors.

Continued from Page 1 

Basketball
Continued from Page 1 

Perils

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM

Community members break ground on a new basketball court 
at Baisley Park Houses. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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