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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The Forest Hills Stadium’s 
revival as a concert venue has 
gotten rave and raw reviews alike 

from the surrounding commu-
nity.

The West Side Tennis Club, 
which owns the stadium at 1 Ten-
nis Place, invited neighbors to 
share feedback on last summer’s 

Mumford & Sons concert with the 
company hired to put on shows, 
Madison House Presents, as it fi-
nalizes this summer’s lineup.

Madison House Presents has 
booked Zac Brown Band, an At-

lanta-based folk group, for June 
21 and Modest Mouse and Brand 
New, two indie bands, for Aug. 
9. The concert promoters aim to 
plan up to four more shows this 
summer.

Close to 70 people packed 
into Our Lady of Mercy Church 
Monday to share their thoughts. 
Complaints ran the gamut, from 
a “pop-up shop” hawking gear on 
front lawns to throngs of concert-
goers clogging the path to subway 
stations.

But others spoke passion-
ately about the need to preserve 
a structure built in 1923 to host 
the US Open and went on to wel-
come music giants such as Bob 
Dylan and Barbra Streisand. The 
city considered landmarking the 
structure, but decided restoring 
it would be too expensive.

Mike Luba, of Madison House 
Presents, said selling roughly 
16,000 general admission tickets 
for the Mumford & Sons concert 
proved too many. Going forward, 
he said Madison House Presents 
would limit admission to roughly 
13,000 for seated concerts and 
14,000 for standing concerts. An 

Andrew Kendall from Brooklyn tries to defeat his opponent during the 37th Annual NYC Big Apple Grapple 
International Arm Wrestling Championships in Kew Gardens Hills.  Photo by Christina Santucci

BATTLE OF THE BICEPS

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The city has found a home in 
Rosedale for more than 100 char-
ter school students who were told 
earlier this year that come fall 
the doors would not be open to 
them at the public school building 
in South Jamaica where they had 
previously been promised space.

The de Blasio administra-
tion over the weekend announced 
the Success Academy, which orig-
inally planned to open inside Au-
gust Martin High School for the 
next school year, would now have 
a home in the Rosedale building 
that previously housed the St. 
Pius X Catholic School.

Under Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, the city Panel for 
Educational Policy last year ap-
proved nearly 20 charter school 
co-locations across the city, but 
soon after Mayor Bill de Blasio 
took over in January, he axed 
three of those proposals.

Success Academies in Man-
hattan and Queens found them-
selves without a home in late 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The FDNY said it suspended four staffers at 
the Queens dispatching center after a prelimi-
nary investigation found they mishandled calls 
during a fatal Far Rockaway fire.

Four dispatchers suspended 
after Far Rock fi re: FDNY

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Talat Hamdani has 
spent the last five years 
fighting for her late son, 
Salman, to receive the prop-
er recognition he bravely 
earned Sept. 11, 2001.

In an emotional cer-

emony held this week, Sal-
man was finally honored 
by the city of New York for 
his sacrifices as a first re-
sponder to the World Trade 
Center attacks by having 
204th Street in Bayside 
renamed after him at the 
intersection right outside 

his childhood home, at the 
corner of 35th Avenue.

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) joined 
Salman’s family and elect-
ed officials who represent 
the area as he unveiled the 
new street sign in honor 

Zeshan Hamdani speaks about his older 
brother, Salman Hamdani, who was killed 
on 9/11, as his mother, Talat Hamdani, 
looks on. Photo by Christina Santucci

Charter given
site at St. Pius
in Rosedale  

Music revives Queens stadium
Historic tennis club shares concert plans with its neighbors in Forest Hills
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Bayside honors Muslim hero
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Attorney Advertising

The funeral is only the start of your family’s problems. 
Even though you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up 
something you’d like to pass on to your family, they may end up 
with nothing. You can spare your family a second round of grief. 
Keep reading and  we’ll share just 3 critical reasons your family 
may be facing difficulties.

Our names  are Michael Davidov and Ilana Davidov, and  
we have reviewed countless wills and trusts here in New York. 
Recent legal trends cause us great concern.

In this article, we’d like to highlight just some of the issues 
which may affect your family.

Risk #1 - Lost in Probate Court
Chances are high your estate is going to wind up in probate 

court. In probate court they decide if your will is valid, try to 
settle disputes, distribute your assets to your heirs, and settle 
any outstanding issues. Probate is a lengthy process, and it may 
take some time until your will clears probate. Another problem 
is everything about your will is in the public record so virtually 
anyone has access to every single detail of your finances. 

For example, in New York, assets over 2 Million may be 
subject to estate tax. But there is a way to pass on your entire 
estate regardless of its size– to your loved ones while legally 
avoiding probate and minimizing or eliminating New York and 
Federal Estate Taxes. 

Risk #2 - Not Protecting Yourself or Your 
Estate

You’ve worked hard your entire life and you’d like to pass 
on your estate to your loved ones. But unless you quickly take 
action, there may be nothing left for your family. Statistics reveal 
you are six times more likely to become disabled before you die. 
The US Government Census Bureau expects the disability rate 
to double in the next decade. Yet most people plan their wills for 
what will take place after their death. This is a serious mistake. 
Very frequently we see plans people have made for their heirs 
become undone because of the need for long term nursing care. 

 The average nursing home stay in NYC exceeds $137,076 per 
year. It’s been reported that more than 500,000 seniors a year go 
broke because of these long-term care costs. Before Medicaid 
picks up a dime, your assets may be exhausted. You may die and 
leave nothing to your heirs.

Risk #3 - Not Protecting Your Family
Most people fear once they’re gone their spouse and kids 

will be taken advantage of by creditors, lawsuits or divorce 
or squander the estate with foolish financial decisions. Most 
wills and trusts we’ve examined do nothing to protect against 

these risks. Many wills and trusts give your assets outright 
to your heirs when you and your spouse are gone. This is 
a huge mistake. If one of your goals in establishing a trust 
was to protect your family, your work may have been in vain. 
There are three principal issues of concern with regard to 
protecting your family.

Skyrocketing Divorce Rate
With the divorce rate hovering at 50%, you cannot afford 

to ignore another very real danger. In New York, a divorcing 
spouse can walk away with 50% of your assets if things are 
not properly handled. You worked your entire life to build 
up a nest egg and planned carefully to make sure it was 
transferred into the right hands. You don’t want a sizeable 
chunk of it to end up in the “soon to be ex” in-law.

Irresponsible Behavior
Sometimes protecting your family means protecting 

individual members from their own irresponsible behavior. 
Perhaps there is a young person in your family who has not 
fully matured yet and may take the money you saved and 
squander it in one afternoon. There are simple ways around 
this problem we will detail at our free seminar.

Special Needs Relatives
If you have a child or grandchild with special needs 

and this child inherits wealth from your estate–all of the 
government benefits will stop immediately. Your gift may 
cause them a double problem–first the loss of services, 
and then when their money rapidly runs out, the inability 
to arrange for a resumption of government services. We’ll 
show you how you can look after your special needs family 
member even after you are gone.

Free Workshop reveals a Better Way
If you are concerned about making sure the money you’ve 

earned goes to your loved ones without going through 
probate you owe it to yourself to attend our upcoming Free 
Legacy Wealth Planning Workshop. At this workshop we’ll 
highlight some of the most common risks you’ll want to 
consider and show you how to protect yourself and your 
family.

Here’s What You’ll Discover
We’d like to invite you to join us at an upcoming Legacy 

Wealth Planning presentation. In this workshop, you’ll find 
out what a “bare-bones” estate plan is and how dangerous 
it can be for your family. The most common remark we 
hear after these seminars is that most people are amazed 
at how exposed their family was. Some people might even 
be a little angry their planner didn’t advise them of many of 
these issues. The good news is that it’s not too late to fix the 
problem and get the real peace of mind you deserve.

Queens Law Firm Reveals 3 Major 
Mistakes That Could Cost Your 

Family Everything! 
Act Now to learn the secrets to protecting your 

family home and nest egg from lawsuits & creditors

FREE WORKSHOPS ON WILLS & LIVING TRUSTS

Your family’s troubles only start with the funeral. 
Even if you think you’ve taken care of your family 
with a will or a living trust, recent legal activity shows 
your family could lose most or all of your estate. Our 
free workshop will reveal if your family is at risk and 
how to fix the problem if they are.

Reserve Your Seat

EXCLUSIVE

Attend one of these 
workshops and receive a 
FREE 1-hour consultation

BAYSIDE
Tuesday, May 6, 2014

10:00 A.M.
Adria Hotel and Conference Center

221-17 Northern Boulevard

BELLEROSE
Tuesday, May 6, 2014

6:30 P.M.
Trattoria Lucia

247-63 Jericho Turnpike

HOWARD BEACH
Wednesday, May 7, 2014

10:00 A.M
Vetro

164-49 Crossbay Boulevard

MASPETH
Wednesday, May 7, 2014

6:30 P.M. 
Connolly’s Corner

71-17 Grand Avenue

FLUSHING
Thursday, May 8, 2014

2:00 P.M.
Mythos

196-29 Northern Boulevard

EAST ELMHURST
Friday, May 9, 2014

10:00 A.M.
Bruno’s on The Boulevard

88-25 Astoria Boulevard

by Michael Davidov and Ilana Davidov
Davidov law group

LEARN 

ABOUT THE 

2014 ESTATE 

TAX LAW 

CHANGES

Attorney Advertising

80-02 Kew Gardens Road, Suite 605, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Seating Is Limited, Call (888) 836-3909 Today!
24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.DavidovLaw.com
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The funeral is only the start of your family’s problems. 
Even though you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up 
something you’d like to pass on to your family, they may end up 
with nothing. You can spare your family a second round of grief. 
Keep reading and  we’ll share just 3 critical reasons your family 
may be facing difficulties.

Our names  are Michael Davidov and Ilana Davidov, and  
we have reviewed countless wills and trusts here in New York. 
Recent legal trends cause us great concern.

In this article, we’d like to highlight just some of the issues 
which may affect your family.

Risk #1 - Lost in Probate Court
Chances are high your estate is going to wind up in probate 

court. In probate court they decide if your will is valid, try to 
settle disputes, distribute your assets to your heirs, and settle 
any outstanding issues. Probate is a lengthy process, and it may 
take some time until your will clears probate. Another problem 
is everything about your will is in the public record so virtually 
anyone has access to every single detail of your finances. 

For example, in New York, assets over 2 Million may be 
subject to estate tax. But there is a way to pass on your entire 
estate regardless of its size– to your loved ones while legally 
avoiding probate and minimizing or eliminating New York and 
Federal Estate Taxes. 

Risk #2 - Not Protecting Yourself or Your 
Estate

You’ve worked hard your entire life and you’d like to pass 
on your estate to your loved ones. But unless you quickly take 
action, there may be nothing left for your family. Statistics reveal 
you are six times more likely to become disabled before you die. 
The US Government Census Bureau expects the disability rate 
to double in the next decade. Yet most people plan their wills for 
what will take place after their death. This is a serious mistake. 
Very frequently we see plans people have made for their heirs 
become undone because of the need for long term nursing care. 

 The average nursing home stay in NYC exceeds $137,076 per 
year. It’s been reported that more than 500,000 seniors a year go 
broke because of these long-term care costs. Before Medicaid 
picks up a dime, your assets may be exhausted. You may die and 
leave nothing to your heirs.

Risk #3 - Not Protecting Your Family
Most people fear once they’re gone their spouse and kids 

will be taken advantage of by creditors, lawsuits or divorce 
or squander the estate with foolish financial decisions. Most 
wills and trusts we’ve examined do nothing to protect against 

these risks. Many wills and trusts give your assets outright 
to your heirs when you and your spouse are gone. This is 
a huge mistake. If one of your goals in establishing a trust 
was to protect your family, your work may have been in vain. 
There are three principal issues of concern with regard to 
protecting your family.

Skyrocketing Divorce Rate
With the divorce rate hovering at 50%, you cannot afford 

to ignore another very real danger. In New York, a divorcing 
spouse can walk away with 50% of your assets if things are 
not properly handled. You worked your entire life to build 
up a nest egg and planned carefully to make sure it was 
transferred into the right hands. You don’t want a sizeable 
chunk of it to end up in the “soon to be ex” in-law.

Irresponsible Behavior
Sometimes protecting your family means protecting 

individual members from their own irresponsible behavior. 
Perhaps there is a young person in your family who has not 
fully matured yet and may take the money you saved and 
squander it in one afternoon. There are simple ways around 
this problem we will detail at our free seminar.

Special Needs Relatives
If you have a child or grandchild with special needs 

and this child inherits wealth from your estate–all of the 
government benefits will stop immediately. Your gift may 
cause them a double problem–first the loss of services, 
and then when their money rapidly runs out, the inability 
to arrange for a resumption of government services. We’ll 
show you how you can look after your special needs family 
member even after you are gone.

Free Workshop reveals a Better Way
If you are concerned about making sure the money you’ve 

earned goes to your loved ones without going through 
probate you owe it to yourself to attend our upcoming Free 
Legacy Wealth Planning Workshop. At this workshop we’ll 
highlight some of the most common risks you’ll want to 
consider and show you how to protect yourself and your 
family.

Here’s What You’ll Discover
We’d like to invite you to join us at an upcoming Legacy 

Wealth Planning presentation. In this workshop, you’ll find 
out what a “bare-bones” estate plan is and how dangerous 
it can be for your family. The most common remark we 
hear after these seminars is that most people are amazed 
at how exposed their family was. Some people might even 
be a little angry their planner didn’t advise them of many of 
these issues. The good news is that it’s not too late to fix the 
problem and get the real peace of mind you deserve.

Queens Law Firm Reveals 3 Major 
Mistakes That Could Cost Your 

Family Everything! 
Act Now to learn the secrets to protecting your 

family home and nest egg from lawsuits & creditors
EXCLUSIVE

by Michael Davidov and Ilana Davidov
Davidov law group

Seating is Limited,  

Call (888) 836-3909 Today! Your RSVP Code # P504

24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online www.DavidovLaw.com
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

For Jeanne Manford, it never 
mattered that her son, Morty, was 
gay.

The teacher and her fam-
ily, regarded as pioneers in the 
American gay rights movement, 
were posthumously honored last 
weekend outside their old house 
in Flushing.

Elected officials joined gay 
rights advocates, community 
leaders and neighbors to remem-
ber the Manfords and unveil a 
sign co-naming 171st Street in 
their honor.

“We wanted to do this street 
renaming so that everyone would 
know who lived here,” said open-
ly gay City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), who 
was instrumental in getting the 
street co-named. “The beauti-
ful thing about this story today 
is it is not only about LGBT his-
tory. This story is about a family’s 
love.”

Jeanne Manford first be-
came vocal in the gay rights 
movement when her son, who was 

a prominent gay rights activist, 
was beaten up while handing out 
fliers at the 1972 Inner Circle din-
ner. She wrote a letter to the New 
York Post expressing her outrage 
at how Morty was treated and 
then became the first mother to 
march in the New York City Pride 
Parade with her son that year.

Jeanne and her husband, 
Jules, made several television and 
radio interviews in the following 
weeks to advocate gay rights.

The Manford family opened 
their house to other gay New 
Yorkers who were outcasts from 
their own homes.

“Jeanne was to what many 
gay people don’t have: their moth-
er and Jules was their father,” 
Dromm said. “Many of my own 
friends have never come out to 
their parents or never had the 
opportunity and their parents 
are gone. So Jeanne opened that 
door.”

The Manford house, which 
was on 171st Street off 35th Av-
enue, became a refuge for many 
whose own families were not will-
ing to accept them in the 1970s.

Former State Sen. Tom 
Duane was one of the people who 
found safe haven at the Manford 
house.

“When things got unbear-
able, we would walk here, to the 
Manford house. We were always 
welcome. We had dinner here all 
the time,” said Duane’s brother, 
John, a former state assembly-
man who attended the ceremony.

Duane said he and his broth-
er got their inspiration to enter 

elected office from the Manfords.
“When I look at what my 

brother has accomplished and I 
look at where it started, I have to 
say thank you Manford family,” 
he said.

The street will also now bare 
a sign that reads “Jeanne, Jules, 
Morty Manford PFLAG Way.”

Jeanne Manford’s daugh-
ter, Suzanne, who grew up in the 
Manford house but now lives in 
San Francisco, attended the cer-

emony.
“This house was a wonderful 

place to grow up,” she said. “My 
parents were ordinary people. 
They were schoolteachers and 
they loved their gay son. They 
caught the attention of other fam-
ilies and children who were look-
ing for someone to talk to. They 
got the conversation started.”

Morty Manford was a found-
ing member of the Gay Activists 
Alliance, which he was heavily 
involved with until he died from 
AIDS in 1992.

Jeanne and Jules Manford 
founded a support group for par-
ents of gays and lesbians, which 
turned into an international orga-
nization called Parents, Families 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
and now has more than 200,000 
members worldwide.

Jeanne Manford was award-
ed the 2012 Presidential Citi-
zens Medal by President Barack 
Obama for her work and died at 
the age of 92 last year.

City Councilman Daniel Dromm unveils the co-naming of 171st Street in Flushing 
as “Jeanne, Jules, Morty Manford PFLAG Way.” Photo by Alex Robinson

Gay rights pioneers honored with Flushing street naming
Daniel Dromm heralds Manford family’s house as pivotal place in American LGBT movement

BY BILL PARRY

Kaufman Astoria Stu-
dios, one of the largest film 
production centers on the 
East Coast, is about to be-
come even larger.

Construction on a new 
$24 million, 18,000-square-
foot sound stage will break 
ground early next year. 
Stage N will be the studio’s 
eighth self-contained pro-
duction facility.

“When you add them 
to the open-air back lot, and 
our music recording studio 
that can be used as a stage, 
that gives us a total of 10,” 
Studio President Hal Rosen-
bluth said. “When you com-
pare it to Warner Bros.’s 40 
stages, it seems small, but 
remember, Hollywood is an 
industry town. No. 2 to L.A. 
is not such a bad thing.”

“Men in Black 3” and 
“Goodfellas” as well as TV 

shows like “Sesame Street,” 
“Orange Is the New Black” 
and “Nurse Jackie” have 
all been filmed at Kaufman 
Astoria Studios.

“Film and television 
production in New York 
City has never been stron-
ger,” Rosenbluth said. 
“With Stage N, we’ll be 
able to accommodate even 
more projects and continue 
to make New York the film 
and television capital of the 
world.”

Steady growth has been 
part of a long-term plan to 
reinvigorate the neighbor-
hood with the studio as an 
anchor. Last month, it was 
the centerpiece of the newly 
designated Kaufman Arts 
District, a 24-block area 
that contains the Museum 
of the Moving Image, the 
Frank Sinatra School of the 
Arts and the Queens Coun-
cil on the Arts.

“After the Army va-
cated in the ’70s this whole 
area was abandoned and 
overrun with vandals,” 
Rosenbluth said, referring 
to the era when the mili-

tary made training films 
on the site. “When owner 
George Kaufman took over 
in 1982, his goal was to 
make the studio a big part 
of the neighborhood — not 

to own everything but to 
facilitate growth in the 
neighborhood.”

Further expansion 
may include hotels and 
residential buildings in the 
future.

“If we’re involved in 
residential projects, the 
arts district allows us to 
bring more traffic. That 
helps all the landlords and 
restaurants and all the 
small business owners,” 
Rosenbluth said. “All this 
is economic growth and it 
must be sustainable and 
we’re building on that.”

That is one of the rea-
sons that a flea market is 
opening on the studio’s 
back lot starting Sunday.

“The flea might bring 
more people to the area 
who might not have been 
here. They might think, 
‘That’s a neat place, maybe 
I’ll get an apartment there 

instead of Queens Plaza or 
Court Square,’ That’s how 
all businesses are gaining 
from our growth,” Rosen-
bluth said.

More than a few eye-
brows were raised when 
it was announced the flea 
market would take place 
on the back lot. The whole 
block of 36th Street between 
34th and 35th Avenues was 
de-mapped and turned over 
to the studio in a deal with 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. in 2012.

“There has been a 
voice of some concern, but 
I assure you I am not in 
the flea market business,” 
Rosenbluth said. “It’s just 
five hours on eight straight 
Sundays. We’re just trying 
to do as many things pos-
sible to grow the studio and 
the whole neighborhood as 
well.”

Kaufman Astoria Studios gets bigger with a plan for yet another 
sound stage. Photo by Bill Parry

Kaufman Astoria Studios gets ready for Stage N
New 18,000-square-foot production facility worth $24 million will bring number of fi lming lots to 10

www.Timesledger.com
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

SARINA TRANGLE

The Queens district 
attorney’s budget averaged 
out to $2,029.20 per major 
felony, far lower than the 
$3,078.29 afforded to Man-
hattan prosecutors or rates 
at other borough DAs, ac-
cording to calculations by 
the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers based on NYPD crime 
statistics and last year’s 
city budget.

 Not that crime rates 
are necessarily how pros-
ecutors’ budgets are calcu-
lated anyway, City Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village) said.

The councilwoman 
said baseline budgets for 
the five DAs have held 
steady since a 2011 Inde-
pendent Budget Office 
analysis found there is no 
standard formula used to 
allocate city and state fund-
ing among the offices.

Crowley said she wants 
to change that this budget 
season and has introduced 
a resolution calling for the 
city and state governments 
to examine arrest rates, 
prosecution statistics and 
population size and syn-
thesize the study into a for-
mula for equitably distrib-
uting money to the five DAs 
and the Special Narcotics 
Prosecutor’s office.

“Looking back to 1980, 
the amount of funding as 
it’s distributed between the 
five boroughs has been rel-
atively unchanged. Yet here 
we are the fastest growing 
borough and we have de-
mands,” Crowley said.

The 2011 IBO report 
found that the portion of 
city tax revenue directed to 
each DA office has lingered 
around the same percent-
age since the 1980s, with 
the Manhattan DA receiv-
ing 31 percent of the money 
in 2011, Brooklyn 25 per-
cent, the Bronx 18 percent, 
Queens 16 percent, the spe-
cial narcotics prosecutor 7 
percent and Staten Island 3 

percent.
But arrest trends were 

not so steady, with Manhat-
tan’s share of felony arrests 
falling from 35 percent in 
1980 to 25 percent in 2009 
and the outer boroughs’ 
portions rising.

“The existing work-
load formula is almost five 
years old and must be re-
visited by the City Council 
to insure that we are get-
ting our fair share of the 
criminal justice dollar. We 
are still about $2 million 
behind where we started 
in fiscal [year] 2002 — or 
the equivalent of about 30 
new full-time attorneys,” 
Queens DA Richard Brown 
said in a statement.

The city’s preliminary 
2014-15 fiscal plan does not 
break with tradition. It sets 
aside $85,012,000 for the 
Manhattan DA, $82,748,000 
for the Brooklyn DA, 
$52,254,000 for the Bronx 
DA, $48,322,000 for the 
Queens DA and $8,752,000 
for the Staten Island DA.

The Council’s budget 
priorities urged the de Bla-
sio administration to have 
the Criminal Justice Coor-
dinator’s Office recalculate 
its workload analysis to en-
sure that each DA is given 
the resources it needs.

NYPD arrest statistics 
do not offer a complete take 

on prosecutors’ workloads 
because DAs spearhead 
their own investigations 
and make arrests and a 
number of cases are dis-
posed.

The IBO report found 
a growing number of cases 
were not being taken to 
court, with the number of 
felony cases the Queens DA 
declined to prosecute in-
creasing from 1 percent in 
1980 to 7 percent in 2009.

Still, using 2013 NYPD 
statistics as a barometer, 
the Queens DA had less 
funding last fiscal year to 
work with than prosecu-
tors in other boroughs.

The Police Department 
noted it made 24,108 major 
felony arrests in Queens 
last year. The borough’s fis-
cal year 2014 adopted bud-
get of $48,920,000 left about 
$2,029.20 per case.

In Manhattan, the 
NYPD logged 27,617 such 
arrests  and the DA’s ad-
opted budget included 
$85,013,000, which amount-
ed to $3,078.29 per case.

The other boroughs 
fell somewhere in between.

The Manhattan DA’s 
budget is boosted by settle-
ment payments, which must 
be shared with the other of-
fices when they surpass a 
certain threshold, and as-
set forfeitures.

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley wants a funding formula for 
allocating money to the five district attorneys’ offices.

DA funding formula 
sought for fi ve boros



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, M
AY 4, 2014

5

LONG ISLAND CITY

LONG ISLAND CITY

DELIC

BY SARINA TRANGLE

One community’s art 
is another’s pornography.

The Knockdown Cen-
ter hosted a lecture series 
that included a talk by a 
School of Visual Arts pro-
fessor who photographed 
porn sets along with some 
of her images April 25.

But the 52-19 Flushing 
Ave. art center did not seem 
to fit the surrounding Mas-
peth community’s sense of 
art.

“That was not the 
type of event we were told 
would be happening at that 
location. They came up 
with a lot of nice-sounding 
things and it was supposed 
to be things people in the 
neighborhood would enjoy, 
but that’s not what we’re 
getting,” said Christina 
Wilkinson, a member of the 
Communities of Maspeth 

and Elmhurst Together 
civic organization.

Tyler Myers, manager 
of Knockdown Center, said 
it was disingenuous to de-
scribe Nitke’s talk as a porn 
event. He said it was an in-
stallment of The Lost Lec-
tures, a model devised in 
London and Berlin where 
ticket purchasers are sent 
the details of where and 
who will be speaking a few 
days before the lecture.

Musician Dev Hynes, 
writer Chorie Sicha, scien-
tist Marc Abrahams, film-
maker Deidre Schoo and 
transgender model and ac-
tivist Amanda Lepore also 
gave lectures.

Maspeth was on edge 
following a delay in the 
state Liquor Authority’s 
decision on the Knockdown 
Center’s liquor and cabaret 
license last week, but the 
lecture series seemed to 

only exacerbate the neigh-
borhood.

Knockdown Center 
bills itself as an art center 
seeking to capture the mo-
mentum it has generated 
while hosting events in the 
former glass factory with 

temporary permits. It ini-
tially applied for a public 
access certificate and li-
quor and cabaret license to 
serve up to 5,000 people.

But an attorney for 
Knockdown Center sug-
gested it may be willing to 

trim its capacity limit dur-
ing a recent Liquor Author-
ity meeting.

Community Board 5, 
the COMET civic and the 
Juniper Park Civic Associ-
ation have lobbied against 
the applications because 

they believed Knockdown 
Center’s appeal to young 
party-goers overshadows 
its focus on the arts.

After close to half an 
hour of discussion April 
22, the SLA decided to give 
Knockdown Center another 
week to submit a security 
plan and other paperwork.

The deadline was set a 
week before the May 6 meet-
ing, when the SLA plans to 
take up Knockdown Cen-
ter’s application to ensure 
that civic groups and CB 5 
have time to review and re-
spond to new material.

The morning after 
the submission deadline 
passed, Wilkinson said 
COMET had not received 
paperwork and CB 5 said 
it was still requesting any 
material that may have 
been submitted.

The State Liquor Authority is scheduled to vote on the Knockdown Center’s liquor and cabaret license 
May 6.

SLA to vote on Knockdown Center license
Community Board 5 joins civic groups to complain about activities at Flushing Avenue arts center
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Elected officials from 
northeast Queens celebrat-
ed Arbor Day last week by 
gathering at Capt. Dermody 
Triangle in Bayside Hills to 
launch a “Greening East-
ern Queens” study aimed 
at repairing the worn-down 
parks and greenspaces 
around the area.

Through the project, 
initiated by state Assem-
blywoman Nily Rozic (D-
Flushing), elected officials 
and volunteers will docu-
ment sites throughout Bay-
side Hills where sidewalks, 
park areas or shrubbery 
need to be repaired. The 
program is the second 
round of the initiative that 
Rozic started last year 
after receiving multiple 
complaints about unsightly 
plants and trees that were 
devastated by the extreme 
weather the city had been 

experiencing.
“After Sandy hit and 

because of the other weath-
er incidents, there were a 
lot of tree stumps and pits 
that were overturned and 
rotting,” Rozic said. “So last 
year, we started to identify 
them.”

Rozic, whose 25th Dis-
trict stretches from Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
to the Cross Island Park-
way in Little Neck, said she 
started Greening Eastern 
Queens last year in Hill-
crest, where 92 locations 
were cataloged to receive 
new trees in that neighbor-
hood alone.

The results of the can-
vass were turned over to 
the city Parks Department, 
and so far the agency has 
replaced 85 of those stumps 
with new trees since the 
start of the spring plant-
ing season in March, Rozic 
said.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Community leaders 
gathered in downtown 
Flushing last week to 
mourn the victims of the 
South Korean ferry tragedy 
that claimed the lives of at 
least 188 people.

State Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) or-
ganized a candlelight vigil 
at the Daniel Carter Beard 
Mall, an area across the 
street from Flushing Town 
Hall.

“In this time and age, 
whenever there is a trag-
edy, everyone in an entire 
community mourns to-
gether,” he told the huddled 
people on the mall April 23. 
“Flushing, one of the most 
diverse communities in 
the entire world, has come 
together to embrace and 
mourn the tragic accident 
that happened in South Ko-
rea.”

The ferry was carrying 
more than 300 high school 
students when it capsized 
April 16.

Divers were still re-
trieving bodies from the 
wreckage Wednesday af-
ternoon and more than 100 
people were still missing at 
that time.

The ferry sinking has 
draped the country in a 
deep gloom while it grieves 
for the hundreds of lives 
lost.

“Our hearts are ach-
ing and we want to send the 

message that we do care,” 
Kim said.

A number of people 
have been arrested over the 
handling of the accident, 
including the boat’s cap-
tain. Video footage released 
by the South Korean coast 
guard showed the captain 
leaving the ship on a rescue 
boat with his crew while 
hundreds of passengers re-
mained on the boat.

The South Korean gov-
ernment’s response to the 
sinking has also sparked 
criticism, resulting in the 
resignation of the country’s 
prime minister, Chung 
Hong-won.

“As a parent, my heart 
was simply crushed as I 

watched how this terrible 
tragedy has unfolded,” said 
Ambassador Se-Joo Son, 
the consul general of South 
Korea, who attended the 
vigil. “As a Korean citizen, 
as a grown-up who should 
be looking out for the safe-
ty of our children and as a 
public servant interested to 
safeguard the interests of 
the public, I can’t help but 
feel a sense of guilt that we 
could not provide the best 
future for these students.”

He added that although 
the South Korean govern-
ment is doing everything 
it can, its efforts will never 
be able to alleviate the grief 
suffered by the victims’ 
families.

“The government will 
be steadfast in its efforts 
in drastically improving 
public safety measures and 
correcting past wrongs,” he 
said.

Dr. Uma Mysorekar, 
president of the Hindu 
Temple Society of North 
America, and the Rev. Pe-
ter Song, of the Mok-Yang 
Presbyterian Church, said 
prayers for the victims and 
their families before a mo-
ment of silence was held.

A diverse group of com-
munity leaders gathered at 
the vigil to show solidarity 
and offer their condolences 
to Queens’ Korean commu-
nity.

State Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (l.) talks with a volunteer last 
week after announcing the Greening Eastern Queens initiative for 
Bayside Hills. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Ambassador Se-Joo Son (l.), consul general of South Korea, joins community leaders at the Daniel 
Carter Mall to mourn the victims of the South Korean ferry tragedy. Photo by Alex Robinson

Rozic begins study 
of greener Bayside

Flushing mourns with Korea  
Electeds hold candlelight vigil to grieve for young ferry victims
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BY BILL PARRY

The Q103 bus that con-
nects Long Island City with 
Astoria will expand its ser-
vice to include weekends 
this summer.

The bus line, which 
runs along Vernon Bou-
levard, passes cultural 
institutions and water-
front parks and has had in-
creased ridership, prompt-
ing the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
to give the expanded ser-
vice a trial run.

A public hearing will 
be scheduled for a review 
before a decision is made 
on whether or not it will be 
permanent, according to 
the MTA.

“Given the continued 
growth along our water-
front destinations, we’ve 
been trying to get transit to 
catch up,” state Sen. Mike 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said. 
“We’ve been trying to get 
this expansion, especially 

the weekends, since 2011. 
We’re always looking to 
help and this is a good one 
for us.”

The Q103 will take rid-
ers past the Socrates Sculp-
ture Park, The Noguchi 
Museum and the Chocolate 
Factory Theater.

“The art bus, yeah, I 
like that,” Gianaris said.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) pointed to the new 
developments along the wa-
terfront as well as the cul-
tural organizations.

“Currently there is no 
connection for local resi-
dents who need to travel 
between Astoria and Long 
Island City on the week-
ends and evenings,” he 
said. “The expansion of ser-
vice will allow our cultural 
organizations the ability 
to draw in more traffic to 
their venues and will give 
local residents additional 
transportation options as 
western Queens continues 

to struggle with consecu-
tive service disruptions 
on the 7, G , N, Q and R 
trains.”

On Saturday after-
noon, there were less than 
a dozen visitors in Socrates 
Sculpture Park despite gor-
geous weather and a new 
display by Polish sculptor 
Pawel Althamer.

“Queen Mother of 
Reality,”a giant piece mea-
suring 18 feet high and 50 
feet long and made from 
recycled materials, was by 
itself along the East River.

“The Q103 service is a 
vital bus line for western 
Queens, an area truly suf-
fering from the lack of pub-
lic transportation options,” 
John Hatfield, the execu-
tive director at Socrates 
Sculpture Park, said. “The 
closest subway is a mile 
away from here.”

Jenny Dixon, director 
of Noguchi Museum, called 
the Q103 a vital link for 
the cultural institutions of 

western Queens.
“It enables visitors to 

go from the Noguchi Mu-
seum and Socrates Sculp-
ture Center in the north to 

Sculpture Center, MoMA 
PS1, Dorsky Gallery and 
the Chocolate Factory in 
the south,” she said.

Calling the absence 

of public transportation a 
barrier between north and 
south, Chocolate Factory 
Executive Director Sheila 
Lewandowski said, “Every-
one should be able to get to 
Socrates or the Chocolate 
Factory or to the Queens-
borough Bridge or to free 
kayaking during the sum-
mers in Hallets Cove.”

Linking cultural desti-
nations and parks is impor-
tant for economic develop-
ment in western Queens, 
but Jess Nizar, senior or-
ganizer at the Riders Alli-
ance, pointed to the resi-
dents of Long Island City 
and Astoria.

“The Q103 is the only 
means of public transpor-
tation along the waterfront 
community,” Nizar said. 
“It’s essential that local 
residents have reliable and 
expanded bus service so 
that they can access com-
munity institutions, jobs 
and healthcare.”

Socrates Sculupture Park’s director is excited about weekend bus 
service after an MTA announcement. Photo by Bill Parry

Proposed Q103 bus trial would link boro arts sites
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914-461-9208 • Maple-Fields.com

MODEL COMING SOON! 

A YOU CAN SEE!

GPS Address: 31 Schutt Road, Town of Wallkill, NY
We are open 7 days a week from 10am to 5pm. Also available by appointment.

Join us for our Muddy Shoe Tour this weekend!

• 3 bedrooms, 2-car garages
• Magnificent clubhouse, outdoor pool, 
  basketball court and tot lot
• Formal dining rooms

• Gourmet-inspired kitchens
• Enhanced finished recreation rooms
• Convenient Orange County location

Prices starting from $249,900

Walk through new models currently under  
construction at our beautiful Town of Wallkill site. 

Maple Fields features:
Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Former City Council-

man Leroy Comrie lined up 
a handful of endorsements 
as he made the announce-
ment earlier this week that 
he will challenge embattled 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) for his southeast 
Queens seat.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), the 
Rev. Charles Norris and 
Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) all 
publicly pledged their sup-
port Monday for Comrie’s 
Democratic primary run 
against Smith, who is 
awaiting trial on federal 
corruption charges.

Comrie said he was 
pleased to have their back-
ing.

“I am truly humbled 
to have this strong show of 

support so early on. It sim-
ply means people are ready 
for a change,” he said. 
“The 14th District will not 
be sidelined waiting for a 
leader to do the right thing. 
I’ve received a lot of posi-
tive feedback from a lot of 
people and I am honored 

that they are putting their 
faith in me.”

Comrie threw his hat 
into the Democratic pri-
mary Monday to challenge 
Smith, who is waiting for 
his trial to begin in June on 
charges he allegedly tried 
to use state money to buy 

his way into the 2013 may-
oral race on the Republican 
line.  

Crowley is chairman 
of the Queens Democratic 
Party, although he was 
speaking for himself when 
called Comrie a “dedicated 
public servant who has de-
livered for his community 
and the people of Queens.”

“Leroy has been on the 
forefront of building better 
schools for our children, 
protecting our seniors and 
helping to create thousands 
of jobs across New York,” 
Crowley said. “Now, we 
need Leroy in Albany de-
livering for us on the issues 
that matter most.”

Comrie sat on the 
Council for three terms 
from 2002-13, serving as 
chairman of the powerful 
Land Use Committee and 
leading the Queens delega-

tion. Facing term limits, 
he made a run for Borough 
Hall and, after abandoning 
the bid, took a position as 
deputy borough president 
under Melinda Katz.

Comrie stepped down 
from the position late last 
week but will stay on as a 
special assistant, accord-
ing to a source.

Norris is a political 
power broker in southeast 
Queens and a longtime sup-
porter of Smith who was 
rankled early last year 
when the senator jumped 
to the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference.

Norris said southeast 
Queens “suffers when it 
cannot depend on an elected 
official to leverage his rela-
tionships on our behalf.”

“We appreciate Le-
roy Comrie’s ability to 
get things done,” he said. 

“Throughout his public 
service, Leroy Comrie de-
veloped and maintained 
good relationships with 
others in government and 
at nonprofits. The people of 
southeast Queens will ben-
efit through Leroy’s ability 
to work successfully with 
others in government and 
in the nonprofit arena.”

Miller, Comrie’s suc-
cessor on the Council, 
said, “Southeast Queens 
will reap the benefits when 
Leroy Comrie enters the 
state Senate. Leroy enjoys 
the respect from all of his 
colleagues in government 
to deliver what southeast 
Queens needs from Alba-
ny.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Comrie challenges Smith for Senate seat
Three Democratiic heavy hitters back deputy boro president in his Albany run

State Sen. Malcolm Smith (l.) and Leroy Comrie are set to square 
off in a primary after the former city councilman threw his hat 
into the race.
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TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
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BY BILL PARRY

A three-bedroom, 3 
1/2-bathroom apartment 
has set a new record for 
rentals in Astoria at $5,000 
per month, according to an 
agent at Douglas Elliman, 
which had the exclusive 
listing.

The Greek owner of 
the townhouse, on35th 
Street,lives in Geneva, 
Switzerland, and did a 
wholesale renovation of the 
property with European-
style finishes.

“The apartment is 
amazing, an exquisite 
gut renovation of a pre-
war building,” registered 
agent Justin Kinslow said. 
“There is no other renova-
tion that comes close to this 
in all of Astoria.”

Nor do the rents, Kin-
slow added.

“In terms of reported 
rents, the only thing close 
to it is $4,000 per month,” 
he said.

The townhouse is fully 
customized with the latest 
technological innovations, 
from central air-condition-
ing and in-floor heating 
controlled by remote with 
an iPhone application. 
There is also a 500-square-
foot media room in the 
basement, right next to the 
heated underground park-
ing garage.

Each room features 
European design with ex-
posed brick walls, white ce-
dar floors, stylized windows 

with double-paned glass, 
recessed lighting with dim-
mers, Paggen Pohl black 
granite counters, Hans 
Grohe sinks and high-end 
appliances including a Sub-
zero wine refrigerator. The 
apartment came equipped 
with a video-linked inter-
com and alarm system.

The unit was listed in 
late January and Kinslow 
had his tenants lined up 
less than two months later.

“They are three guys 
in their mid-20s, all Ivy 
League graduates who 
work in finance and were 

looking for more space,” he 
said. “They really like the 
feel of the community, hav-
ing moved from the East 
Village where they say 
everyone is there to just 
party.”

Kinslow had record-
making success with the 
townhouse’s second apart-
ment as well.

“The second floor is 
500 square feet and it’s rent-
ing for $2,750 per month. 
That’s the highest rent per 
square foot in Astoria,” he 
said.

Astoria pad breaks record
for rent at $5,000 monthly

A typical-looking Astoria townhouse sets a record for rentals with 
both of its apartments. Photo courtesy Douglas Elliman
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Community Board 7 
approved an expansion of 
a Whitestone Greek Ortho-
dox church’s school at a 
meeting Monday night by a 
vote of 35-1.

Dozens of parents and 
educators flooded the meet-
ing to voice their support 
for the proposal, which 
will more than double the 
size of the existing Holy 
Cross of Whitestone school 
from 5,870 square feet to a 
14,201-square-foot building.

“My son has seen his 
parents, his teachers and 
community coming to-
gether to not only build his 
school, but also his future,” 
said Dina Skokos, a Holy 
Cross parent whose son is 
in the first-grade. “I know 
that will have a profound 
impact on the boy he is to-
day and the man he will be 

tomorrow.”
Holy Cross, located 

at 150-05 12th Ave., first 
opened as a nursery and 
daycare center in 2002 and 
became a school with a 
kindergarten class in 2008. 
The school, which has had 
to bring in trailers to ac-
commodate its growing 
student population, now of-
fers third-grade classes and 
is going to add fourth-grade 
in the fall.

The proposed enlarge-
ment will enable the school, 
which currently has 180 stu-
dents, to add a fifth-grade 
and to grow its capacity to 
250 students.

No one spoke out in op-
position to the expansion at 
the meeting, but Kim Cody, 
a CB 7 member and presi-
dent of the Greater Whit-
estone Taxpayers Civic 
Association, quietly voted 
against it.

Cody, who lives near 
the school, said in an in-
terview later that he had 
concerns about traffic in 

the area, as there is also a 
preschool on the same cor-
ner called Qsac Preschool, 
in addition to a number of 

public and private facili-
ties, such as the Whitestone 
Academy and the Whites-
tone Community Volunteer 

Ambulance Service.
“It’s very chaotic at 

8:30 in the morning or 2:30 
in the afternoon around 
there,” he said. “We’re con-
cerned for the safety of the 
children and the parents 
that pick them up, as well 
as the residents of the com-
munity.”

Paul Graziano, an 
urban planner who was 
involved in discussions be-
tween the church and com-
munity leaders in Whites-
tone, said in an interview 
that the enlargement would 
make the school out of char-
acter with the neighbor-
hood and cause worsening 
traffic problems.

“They have a terrible 
traffic issue already,” he 
said. “It’s just going to 
make things untenable in 
that intersection.”

Holy Cross school in Whitestone is proposing an enlargement that would more than double its cur-
rent size. Rendering courtesy Giannopoulos Architects

CB 7 OKs Whitestone school expansion
Holy Cross Church’s proposal will double size of existing building to make room for more students
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A new crossing guard is assinged to a dangerous intersection to protect children from LeFrak City.

Peralta lands crossing guard 
for dangerous intersection

BY BILL PARRY

It took more than a 
year and a half and dozens 
of letters and phone calls, 
but state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-Jackson Heights) will 
finally get a crossing guard 
replaced near PS 206 in 
Rego Park.

The NYPD Trans-
portation Unit announced 
last Friday the 112th Pre-
cinct had finally assigned 
a crossing guard to the 
dangerous intersection of 
Junction Boulevard and 
Horace Harding Express-
way, just south of the Long 
Island Expressway.

“There’s simply no 
substitute for the direct, 
hands-on traffic control 
and help that a crossing 
guard provides,” Peralta 
said. “There’s no question 
that there are a number of 
dangerous intersections 
in the area, with the LIE, 

Queens Boulevard, Junc-
tion Boulevard and the 
Horace Harding Express-
way all intersecting or run-
ning parallel to each other 
in close proximity.”

Peralta explained that 
hundreds of children and 
parents navigate the dan-
gerous crossways, making 
their way from LeFrak City 
to PS 206, at 61-02 98th St. 
The intersection saw 24 pe-
destrian injuries between 
August 2011 and February 
2014, according to Juan 
Martinez, of the advocacy 
group Transportation Al-
ternatives.

“It’s very heartening 
to see the city respond with 
a crossing guard there,” 
Martinez said. “The may-
or’s Vision Zero plan should 
lead us to expect immediate 
action at these problematic 
intersections.”

The new crossing 
guard will be hired in early 

June, according to a Per-
alta spokesman.

Meanwhile, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio is applauding 
the state Senate for pass-
ing a bill Wednesday that 
will add 140 speed cameras 
in the city, a major part of 
his Vision Zero plan, now 
pending the approval of 
Governor Cuomo.

“With the Senate’s 
vote today, our lawmakers 
have put forward a power-
ful commitment to protect 
our children from danger-
ous speeding cars on our 
city’s streets,” de Blasio 
said. “This bill will bring 
us a critical step closer to 
achieving this administra-
tion’s goal of zero pedes-
trian deaths in New York 
City.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.
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From the president, students, faculty 
and staff of York College/CUNY

You and Your parents or guardians are cordially invited to the 

newly-admitted students’ reception. This is an exciting time in 

your life, and we’re delighted to welcome you to the amazing 

community and traditions of York College.

Here are five reasons you and your family should 
attend the Accepted Students’ Reception:

• Confirm your plac-e in the incoming class

• Learn more about our exciting programs and majors

• Learn more about student life and pre-registration steps

• Speak with Admissions and Financial Aid Counselors

• Tour our 50-acre state-of-the-art campus

Join us for this 
exciting event!
Sunday, May 4th

RSVP by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/accepted 

or calling 718-262-2165. 

The program will commence promptly at 12:00 until approximately 

4 p.m. in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building.

94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. 

Jamaica, NY 11451

CONGRATULATIONS 
to all ACCEPTED STUDENTS

to our College!!!
 

RSVP by visiting www y

of Salman, a Pakistani-
American who was serving 
as an EMT and an NYPD 
cadet when he lost his life 
responding to the terrorist 
attacks of 9/11.

When Salman died in 
the attacks, he was origi-
nally accused of being a 
terrorist who was believed 
to be involved in the trag-
edy because he was of Mus-
lim faith and his body was 
not found until five months 
later.

After Salman’s family 
was notified, his name was 
cleared by police and he was 
given a proper burial with 
full police honors in April 
2002, but his mother has 
been fighting ever since to 
right the remainder of the 
wrongs.

After a five-year battle 
that Talat Hamdani said 
was prolonged because of 
his race and faith, Salman’s 
mark was finally placed 
on the community to for-
ever display the courage he 
showed.

“While the rest of us 
were in shock that day, 
others ran and performed 
heroic deeds,” Vallone said. 
“On this day, we ask every-
one to remember the hero-
ism of the family and what 
Salman Hamdani did for 
us, going into the building 
and rescuing without care 
or concern for himself.”

Salman came to New 
York with his parents 
when he was 13 months old, 
would later graduate from 
Bayside High School, and 
had just earned his degree 
from Queens College a few 
months before he died. On 
Sept. 11, 2001, he was on his 
way to work when he heard 
of the tragedy taking place 
at the Twin Towers and im-
mediately made a detour 
to see what he could do to 
help, his mother said.

His remains were later 
found outside the North 
Tower, next to his medical 
bag.

Since about 2009, Ta-
lat said she had written 
dozens of letters to the city 
and made even more phone 
calls, trying to get her son 
the recognition she said he 
was denied because he was 
a Muslim. Last year, af-
ter receiving a resolution, 
Community Board 11 voted 
unanimously to approve 
the renaming of the street 
where Salman lived for 11 
years.

Talat said Salman’s 
name is still not listed on 
the first responders memo-
rial at Ground Zero, but 
the five-year-long battle to 
secure the street renam-
ing is the first step toward 
rectifying the injustice she 
said has been done.

“None of the first re-
sponders questioned the 
race or faith of the people 
they were going to save,” 
Talat said. “Salman learned 

to walk and talk here and 
he was a very proud Ameri-
can and I knew one day he 
would make a great name 
in the world.”

Talat said her son was 
a kind and compassionate 
man — a man who loved 
“Star Wars” so much that 
the license plate on his car 
read “Young Jedi.” She said 
he was a humble person 
who would be happy to see 
the honor being given to 
him only because it made 
his mother proud.

Salman’s brother, Ze-
shan, was one day shy of 
his 18th birthday when he 
lost his older brother, and 
he said he is happy to see 
Salman’s name forever im-
planted in the Bayside com-
munity.

“He went there that day 
not as an EMT or an NYPD 
cadet, but as a human try-
ing to help,” Zeshan said. 
“We have to remember peo-
ple like him. It’s the only 
way to better ourselves and 
our future.”

Talat said she will 
continue fighting to amend 
other memorials that left 
out her son’s name because 
of his religion, including 
the one at Ground Zero. But 
she said the street renam-
ing was a small victory not 
only for her family and her 
son’s legacy, but for Muslim-
Americans who she said 
have suffered a stereotype 
long enough.

Continued from Page 1 

Muslim

The city Department 
of Investigation began re-
viewing the FDNY Queens 
Center of Operations, 
where dispatchers work, 
after questions arose about 
delays in sending ambu-
lances to a basement blaze 
in Far Rockaway April 19.

The flames claimed 
the lives of two 4-year-olds 
staying at their grandfa-
ther’s house, the Police De-
partment said.

During the first 72 
hours of their probe, inves-
tigators found that two of 
the six people working at 
the Queens Center of Op-
erations were not in their 

seats just before the emer-
gency arose.

Firefighters reported 
there was an active fire to 
dispatchers at 11:57 p.m., 
but the first call to EMS 
from the Queens Center of 
Operations did not go out 
until about seven minutes 
later, at 12:04 a.m., accord-
ing to a memo DOI Com-
missioner Mark Peters sent 
to Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
FDNY Commissioner Sal-
vatore Cassano April 25.

“The supervising fire 
alarm dispatcher both failed 
to ensure proper coverage 
and failed to appropriately 
supervise the response by 
the three fire alarm dis-
patchers who were working 
on the response,” Peters 
wrote. “Each of these three 

[fire alarm dispatchers] 
either failed to properly 
notify EMS when required 
or failed to take steps that 
would have prompted/fa-
cilitated such notification.”

Peters wrote that pre-
liminary personnel records 
show the four have previ-
ously bungled responses 
and failed to comply with 
department guidelines.

He recommended that 
the city immediately re-
move the dispatchers and 
supervisor from their day-
to-day duties while the in-
vestigation continues.

The FDNY said it re-
sponded by suspending the 
employees for 30 days with-
out pay.

Continued from Page 1 
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Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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February. The move kicked 
off a high-profile battle be-
tween City Hall and charter 
school advocates that cul-
minated in a state budget 
deal last month requiring 
the city to provide rent-free 
space to charters.

First Deputy Mayor 
Tony Shorris released a 
statement Saturday ex-
plaining that the city De-
partment of Education had 
found space for all three 
academies in former Catho-
lic school buildings.

“It doesn’t matter 
whether a child attends 
a district school, a char-
ter school or a parochial 
school — these are all our 
kids. We pledged to par-
ents we would have a safe, 
high-quality environment 
for these students, and this 
outcome delivers on that 
promise,” Shorris said.

Back in February, the 
city said it reversed course 
on the co-location with Au-
gust Martin HS because it 
thought the space-sharing 

agreement with the K-4 
Success Academy was a 
poor fit.

Success Academy’s 
plan is to enroll somewhere 
between 150 and 210 kinder-
gartners and first-graders 
beginning in September, 
adding a grade level each 
year until it levels out 
around some 500 students 
in 2018.

It will be one of two 
Success Academies in 
Queens, the other being a 
K-8 charter set to open in 
the fall inside IS 59’s build-
ing in Springfield Gardens.

As for August Mar-
tin’s building, the DOE has 
proposed co-locating a new 
district high school there 
in the fall.

The PEP will consider 
the proposal at its May 29 
meeting in Manhattan.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1 

Charter
assigned seating system 
will be used to discourage 
attendees from arriving 
early in pursuit of good 
spots.

Luba said neighbors 
would be given access to 
advanced ticket sales and 
deals.

He noted that a per-
manent stage would be 
arriving within weeks. 
Reinstalled seats, wider 
aisles and new handrails 
are also in the works.

“It was a good learn-
ing experience for us all,” 
Luba said of the Mumford 
& Sons concert. “It’s a little 
tricky getting a 100-year-
old stadium back up and 
running.”

But the changes did 
not appease everyone.

Alex Tola, a Forest 
Hills Garden resident who 
owns a business on Aus-
tin Street, said last year’s 
concert was annoying 
because it made his com-
mute excruciating and 
then brought people using 

marijuana onto his lawn.
“You’re bringing that 

element into our garden. 
You’re inviting them in. I 
mean, what’s next, Jay-Z?” 
Tola said, referencing a 
rap star.

Other neighbors coun-
tered that transforming 
the stadium into a thriving 
concert venue would en-
sure that its legacy would 

be preserved and benefit 
local businesses strug-
gling to attract customers. 
They said concerts were 
much preferred to the Ten-
nis Club’s previous plans 
of selling the stadium to 
developers interested in 
building condominiums.

The club, starved for 
revenue, needed to address 
close to 30 years of de-

ferred maintenance work, 
its president said.

Aly Baite said the 
stadium helped put For-
est Hills on the map and 
provided generations with 
fond memories, including 
her mother, who saw The 
Beatles there.

“This is a public 
venue space. It has been 
since 1923, be it for tennis, 
concerts,” said Baiter, who 
lives across the street from 
the stadium. “That’s what 
it was created for.”

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) praised the club for 
initiating a dialogue with 
the community and for 
the orderly operations last 
summer.

“They have been very 
cooperative,” Koslowitz 
said, emphasizing that 
neighbors should be flex-
ible about music content. 
“Mumford & Sons, this 
isn’t really my kind of mu-
sic. I like Jay-Z. And my 
grandson just e-mailed me 
today that July 11 they’re 
going to be at the Giants’ 
stadium, so Jay-Z’s not 
coming here.”

Continued from Page 1 

Tennis

Visit us at www.
Timesledger.com

Roland Meier, president of the West Side Tennis Club, dis-
cusses upcoming concerts at the Forest Hills Stadium. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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