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The Queens Democratic Par-
ty is actively courting John Liu to 
run against state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who recently bolted 
from the Democratic Party to join 
the Independent 
Democratic Con-
ference.

U.S. Rep. Joe 
Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights), 
who heads the 
Queens Demo-
cratic Party, said 
he has been in 
discussions with 
Liu over the last 
few weeks about Avella’s district.

“If he decided to run against 
Sen. Avella, I would support that 
and the Queens Democratic Party 
would support that wholeheart-
edly,” he said.

Crowley said there are also 

other possible candidates being 
considered to run against Avella, 
but did not identify them.

It would be the first time two-
term Avella would face a primary 
challenge while running for his 
Senate district. The Democratic 

Party pumped 
more than 
$200,000 into 
his 2010 cam-
paign against 
R e p u b l i c a n 
Frank Pada-
van, a move 
party officials 
say they now 
regret.

“The Dem-
ocratic Party put a tremendous 
amount of resources into his race 
to defeat Frank Padavan, only to 
find out Tony Avella was Frank 
Padavan in sheep’s clothing,” 
said a spokesman for the Queens 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Students working for St. 
John’s University’s campus news-
paper, The Torch, are negotiating 
with school officials after being 
told last week that their office 
was set to be relocated to a much 
smaller space that the paper 
thinks will be a hindrance to its 
everyday operations.

In a story published to The 
Torch’s website May 1, the paper 
reported its staff was informed 
by school administrators that the 

Continued on Page 58

Tony Avella (l.) and John Liu (r.)  
Photos by Christina Santucci

VIVA MEXICO!
Dancers from Ballet Nuevo Amanecer perform at an annual Cinco de Mayo 
festival in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Following a harsh win-
ter that pounded New York 
City with an uncharacter-
istic amount of snow, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) has introduced legis-
lation that would transfer 
the burden of shoveling out 
fire hydrants from hom-
eowners to the city Sanita-
tion Department.

Avella joined hom-
eowners and civic leaders 
in Bellerose last week to 
announce a bill that would 
amend the city’s adminis-
trative code by making it 
the responsibility of DSNY 
to remove snow and ice 
buildup surrounding fire 
hydrants citywide.

Current city regula-
tions require property 
owners to make sure any 
hydrants in front of their 
homes are properly cleared 
and accessible after snow-
storms.

But the senator said 
not every property owner 
is able to shovel out a fire 
hydrant near his or her 
house, which poses a seri-
ous safety threat if the hy-
drant were needed in the 

event of a fire. The extra 
few minutes it could take 
for the Fire Department 
to clear the snow could 
cost someone their life, he 
warned.

“We had an unusu-
ally harsh winter and I 
think it’s an indication of 
times to come,” said Avella. 
“There are seniors who 
worry about who will take 
care of it when there’s 3 or 4 
feet of snow in front of their 
house. Imagine a senior cit-
izen who is physically not 
able and can’t afford to hire 
someone to shovel and you 
can see how much of a fear 
this can become if there is 
ever a fire on their block.”

Jerry Wind, president 
of the Bellerose Hillside 
Civic Association and own-
er of the home where Avella 
announced his bill, said he 
felt the strain of the severe 
weather this winter as he 
struggled to maintain the 
hydrant outside his house.

After having a major 
heart operation a few years 
ago, he said his wife often 
worried about him outside 
laboring through heavy 
snow to make sure the hy-
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A group of 1,500 Flush-
ing residents and business 
owners have had enough 
of the traffic and parking 
problems which have long 
plagued the neighborhood.

The group submitted a 
petition to City Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) last 
week calling on him to ad-
dress transportation issues 
they said have hobbled the 
community.

“While they started 
as minor nuisances and 
government bullying, they 
have combined to make liv-
ing and working in Flush-
ing intolerable,” the peti-
tion said.

Among the problems 
the petition asked Koo to 
tackle were restrictive me-
tered parking regulations 
under which parkers are 
charged until 10 p.m. in 
most of downtown Flush-
ing.

The petitioners argued 
these regulations are un-
fair, as metered parking in 
most other neighborhoods 
is only in effect until 7 p.m.

“The additional park-
ing tax is unfair and has 
been deliberately targeted 
against this immigrant 
community,” the petition 
said.

Koo has already in-
troduced legislation to the 
Council to address this 
problem. If passed, the 
bill would change parking 
regulations so that meters 
could only charge motorists 
between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

The petition’s sup-

porters also called on 
Koo to work to extend the 
one-hour parking limit on 
downtown Flushing’s me-
tered parking spaces. Res-
taurant owners said this 
restriction deters shoppers 
from staying longer in the 
neighborhood and prevents 
them from sitting down at a 
restaurant for a meal.

“Two-hour parking 
would let people go to res-
taurants,” said Timothy 
Chuang, owner of 101 Tai-
wanese Cuisine, a restau-
rant on 40th Road in down-
town Flushing. “One hour 
isn’t enough. Two hours is 
more reasonable for down-
town Flushing.”

Petitioners called for 

the limit to be extended to 
two hours, saying it is un-
reasonable to expect people 
can walk from their car to 
a restaurant, be seated, eat 
a meal and walk back all 
within an hour.

“Having a shorter time 
doesn’t make restaurant-
goers eat faster or cycle 
parking more. It just forces 
people to get up in the mid-
dle of their meals,” the peti-
tion said.

Koo’s office said he 
would be working with the 
city Department of Trans-
portation to extend the lim-
its.

Residents also called 
on the councilman to ad-
dress conditions on College 

Point Boulevard, which is 
riddled with potholes and is 
still waiting to be repaved 
after new traffic islands 
were put in last fall.

“When I am out meet-
ing with my constituents, 
the feedback I constantly 
receive is that parking and 
traffic conditions are lousy 
at best,” Koo said. “These 
cries for improvement will 
not fall on deaf ears. With a 
combination of legislation 
and advocacy, I will make 
sure that the voices of my 
community are heard.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Jerry Wind, president of the Bellerose Hillside Civic Association, 
speaks alongside state Sen. Tony Avella at a May 1 news confer-
ence. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Community business leaders and owners present City Councilman Peter Koo with a petition urging 
him to address traffic problems. Photo courtesy Koo

Avella calls on city 
to shovel hydrants

Flushing laments traffi c
Business owners urge Koo to tackle downtown parking woes

Continued on Page 53
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Gaelic football club 
is hoping to build its field of 
dreams in College Point.

The Shannon Gaels 
Gaelic Football Club is rais-
ing funds to develop 7 acres 
in Frank Golden Park into 
home grounds, where the 
club can host its games.

The club signed a 15-
year lease on the space with 
the city Parks Department 
in April after spending 
many years without a reg-
ular field to train on. The 
team was founded in 2002, 
but was not allotted a patch 
of grass in Frank Golden 
Park, which sits just south 
of 14th Avenue, until 2009, 
when they reached out to 
Parks.

The Queens club is 
now in the process of fund-
raising for the project and 
hopes to break ground on 
the new facilities this year. 

Club organizers anticipate 
that once work begins, it 
will take a year to complete 
the new facilities.

Once built, the 
grounds will include a full-
sized field, an additional 
scrimmage field, bleachers, 
parking facilities, fencing 
and lighting. The area has 
also had drainage problems 
in the past, which the devel-
opment will alleviate.

Shannon Gaels has 
raised more than 20 per-
cent of its $2 million goal 
through private donations 
and has applied for public 
funding through the bor-
ough president’s office.

Some of the project’s 
details have not been ironed 
out yet as the club still does 
not know how much mon-
ey it is going to be able to 
raise, said Sean Price, club 
chairman.

“The money will dic-
tate where we go and how 

fast we get there,” he said.
The Parks Department 

estimated the whole project 
could cost approximately 
$3.8 million last year. The 
club has already met with 
Community Board 7 and 

Parks officials to start to 
apply for all the necessary 
approvals.

The club serves 600 
members, mostly from 
Queens and half of which 
are children. Shannon 

Gaels currently has teams 
for girls and boys aged 6 to 
18 in competitive leagues in 
the spring and fall.

Gaelic football, one 
of Ireland’s most popu-
lar sports, is played with 
15 players on a side who 
score points by advancing 
a round ball up the field 
through the opposition’s 
goal posts.

Shannon Gaels also 
offers opportunities to 
play hurling and camogie, 
sports of Gaelic origin.

Shannon Gaels or-
ganizers were honored at 
City Hall on St. Patrick’s 
Day by Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and Enda Kenny, the prime 
minister of Ireland, for 
their work in the commu-
nity. The club’s leadership 
was then also given a proc-
lamation by City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito (D-Manhattan) and 
the Council March 19.

The club plays under 
Gaelic Athletic Association 
rules and is the second larg-
est minor Gaelic football 
club in the tri-state area.

Shannon Gaels is al-
ways looking for new mem-
bers and is open to any 
young people interested in 
playing Gaelic sports, said 
Colin Mathers, one of the 
team’s trainers and chair-
man of the club’s Field of 
Dreams initiative.

“While Shannon Gaels 
gives the community an 
outlet for their identity, 
it is the community that 
sustains the club,” he said. 
“We welcome players of all 
ethnicities, It is our goal to 
continue to make Shannon 
Gaels more inclusive and 
to continue to reach out to 
the local communities even 
more and encourage all to 
join us and play some of the 
best games in the world..”

The Shannon Gaels Gaelic Football Club has more than 
600 members and fields teams for children ages 6 to 18. 

Photo courtesy Shannon Gaels

Gaelic football club raising funds to build fi eld in College Pt.
Shannon Gaels hope to develop new facilities by combining public monies with private donations
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Members of Queens 
Quiet Skies were feeling 
optimistic about the results 
of the first set of roundtable 
meetings that took place 
last week between New 
York’s major airports and 
the advocacy group fight-
ing to reduce airplane noise 
throughout the borough.

Two meetings were 
held last week, the first at 
LaGuardia Airport and the 
second at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport, to 
bring together Federal Avi-
ation Administration offi-
cials, Port Authority repre-
sentatives and members of 
the group to discuss what 
many residents throughout 
the borough say is an ever-
increasing problem with 
airplane noise in their com-
munities.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed legislation in March 
that ordered the Port Au-
thority to begin taking part 
in the roundtables, among 
a series of other steps he 
mandated that would ad-
dress airplane noise.

Originally, Queens 
Quiet Skies asked the 
Port Authority to hold one 
roundtable with both major 
airports, but the agency in-
stead opted to separate the 
two, which Quiet Skies says 
it will continue to address 
as an issue at upcoming 
meetings.

“It’s unyielding to 
have two roundtables,” said 
Andy Rothman, a Bayside 
resident who attended both 
sessions on behalf of Com-
munity Board 11. “Our goal 

is to get rid of the noise, not 
shift it from one communi-
ty to another.”

Each of the round-
tables had community rep-
resentation from residents 
who were invited to take 
part in the discussions, 
which included several 
concerns Queens Quiet 
Skies has brought up in re-
cent months about certain 
flight pattern changes and 
how these shifts affect their 
communities in northeast 
Queens.

“We weren’t really 
sure how it would go, but 
it turned out to be a very 
progressive meeting,” said 
Rothman. “It wasn’t just an 
in-depth discussion of our 
problems, but it was about 
where we’re going to go 
from here.”

A noise study known 
as Part 150, which Cuomo 
also ordered the Port Au-
thority to conduct as part 
of his legislation to address 
noise concerns, was one of 
the hot topics of discussion 
at the JFK meeting April 
30, according to Queens 
Quiet Skies President Ja-
net McEneaney, who also 
serves on CB 11.

The Port Authority is 
now in the process of in-
terviewing companies to 
conduct the study, and 
McEneaney said her group 
was disappointed last week 
when its request to have in-
put in the decision-making 
process was denied.

McEneaney said the 
roundtable also addressed 
opening a noise office in 
New York City to field com-

BY SARINA TRANGLE

NYRA appears to be 
doing little to up the ante 
in favor of Aqueduct Race-
track.

Despite Aqueduct’s 
handing over land for 
the city’s first racino, the 
South Ozone Park facility 
has received 16.59 percent 
of the revenue from Resorts 
World that was set aside for 
capital projects at the state’s 
three horse racing tracks 
from 2011-13, TimesLedger 
Newspapers has learned.

The New York Racing 
Association has poured 
25.64 percent of the ear-
marked funds into projects 
at Belmont Park on Long 
Island and 20.69 percent at 
Saratoga Race Course up-
state, according to a review 
of NYRA’s financial docu-
ments obtained through 
a Freedom of Information 
Law request. 

The highest portion of 
the $41.09 million — 37.07 
percent — that NYRA re-
ceived for capital projects 
since Resorts World opened 
in 2011 was spent on initia-
tives which benefited all 

tracks, such as Wi-Fi instal-
lation, telephone upgrades 
and television production 
equipment.

The investment break-
down did not surprise state 
Assemblyman Phillip Gold-
feder (D-Rockaway Beach) 
or state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo Jr. (D-Howard Beach), 
who said NYRA appeared 
to be hedging its bet follow-
ing the association’s and at 
least two governors’ talk of 
shutting Aqueduct in re-

cent years. In 2013 NYRA 
board members said the 
association was consider-
ing closing Aqueduct, but a 
NYRA spokesman told The 
Times Ledger there were 
no plans to do so. 

“I was aware that 
there was a tremendous im-
balance of funds being in-
vested outside of Queens,” 
Goldfeder said. “These 
numbers just confirm that 
we’re sending away more 
money than we’re getting 

here.”
NYRA, which has a 

franchise agreement to op-
erate the three state-owned 
racetracks until 2033, ced-
ed land at all three tracks 
to the state in exchange for 
receiving a portion of the 
revenue generated at Re-
sorts World’s video lottery 
terminals. Resorts World 
has recorded national slot 
revenue records since open-
ing in late 2011.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Queens homeowners 
should not expect to get re-
lief on their water bills any 
time soon, according to a 
new report by the city Inde-
pendent Budget Office.

The report, which was 
released Monday, said there 
are not substantial ways to 
lower rates without cutting 
regular maintenance and 
operating costs.

“Ratepayers must col-
lectively pay for the full 
costs of the system every 
year, and like most munici-
pal services, costs rarely 
decrease over time,” the re-
port said.

Water rates have gone 
up by 135 percent since 1995 

and are set annually by the 
city Water Board, which 
has seven members, all ap-
pointed by the mayor. Part 
of the rate hikes is attrib-
utable to the rising rental 
payment the city charges 
the board, which is spent 
on the city’s general budget 
rather than on water- and 
sewer-related costs.

The practice of using 
these funds in the general 
budget during Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s time in 
office was criticized as a 
hidden tax for rent payers 
by then-city Public Advo-
cate Bill de Blasio.

Despite this, the Wa-
ter Board proposed a 3.35 
percent increase for fiscal 
year 2015. This was the low-

est hike since 2006, but still 
met opposition from City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows), 
who has been adamantly 
against pumping water 
funds into the general city 

budget.
From 2005-13, the rent-

al payment was responsible 
for only 8 percent of the 
rates’ growth, the report 
said. The proposed rental 
payment for this year was 
increased by $14 million, 
which accounts for 12 per-
cent of the proposed hike.

“Lowering the rental 
payment has only a limited 
effect on reducing water 
and sewer rates,” the report 
said.

Justin Bland, a budget 
and policy analyst at IBO 
who prepared the report, 
said eliminating the rent 
payment might freeze rates 
for a year, but the ever-
growing cost of maintain-

A new report by the 
Independent Budget Office 
says there is not much that 
can be done to substantially 
cut water rates without cut-
ting maintenance and operat-
ing costs.

Horses leave the gate at Aqueduct Racetrack.

Planes taxi on runways at John F. Kennedy International Airport in 
2008. AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

IBO weighs in on water rate hikes

NYRA skimps on Aqueduct 
Documents show just 16 % of Resorts World funds stayed in boro

Queens Quiet Skies
hi-fi ves roundtables
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

With a little more than 
100 days in office now un-
der his belt, Bayside’s new 
city council-
man, Paul Val-
lone, says he is 
the happiest man alive.

In January, the young-
est of the Vallone brothers 
began his first term as the 
District 19 representative, 
taking over a district that 
had been shaken when for-
mer Republican Council-
man Dan Halloran was ar-
rested on charges of alleged 
political corruption and 
bribery in April 2013.

Now that he has taken 
office as the area’s new rep-
resentative, Vallone said 
his top priority is to restore 
the status of northeast 
Queens.

“When I got here, I 
could clearly see that we 
were a district disconnect-
ed from the rest of the city, 
and that’s unfortunate,” he 
said during a recent inter-

view at the TimesLedger 
Newspapers’ offices. “I had 
to reintroduce northeast 
Queens to the city all over 
again. My No. 1 concern is 

to make sure 
we’re not forgot-
ten out here.”

Vallone said District 
19 has historically been 
toward the bottom of the 
51 Council districts in the 
discretionary funding pro-
cess for many years, and he 
said he is a major supporter 
of a newly announced pro-
posal from the City Council 
that would reform the fis-
cal process by distributing 
funds equally among the 
districts.

Since taking office, he 
said he makes two or three 
visits a week to different 
schools around his district 
— which includes Bayside, 
Bay Terrace, Whitestone, 
College Point and Malba 
— to see where they excel 
and where they need help 
in terms of extra funding 
for more supplies or re-

sources.
With many schools in 

School District 26 claiming 
they suffer from overcrowd-
ing, Vallone said the idea of 

a new school being built on 
the Keil Bros. property may 
be a welcome addition to 
Bayside. Plans for the facil-
ity have drawn opposition 

from nearby homeowners, 
who say the residential area 
is not right for a school, but 
Vallone said there are some 
benefits to it.

“It will be a zoned 
school with parking, which 
decreases the impact on the 
community,” he said. “It’s 
upsetting because of the 
way it happened, but at the 
end of the day, we’re going 
to have a brand-new school 
here.”

One of the most press-
ing issues Vallone is now 
facing, along with the rest 
of the city’s lawmakers, 
is which stance to take on 
the raging battle over a 
proposed ban on Central 
Park’s horse-drawn car-
riage industry. The coun-
cilman said he agrees that 
the industry in is need of 
a change, but said he does 
not want to see anyone lose 
their job over it. Some of 
the drivers live in north-
east Queens.

“The nostalgic part is 
over and done, and we need 

to phase that out without 
losing jobs,” Vallone said. 
“Now it’s become a fight 
over putting people out 
of business and that’s not 
what it is. We can compro-
mise to keep the horses in-
side the park.”

Bayside and its sur-
rounding neighborhoods 
have one of the largest Ko-
rean populations in the 
city, and Vallone said he 
has made a strong effort 
to work closely with that 
community to fight for the 
issues they feel are impor-
tant.

He said the priorities 
he has seen from members 
of the Korean community 
are similar to the rest of 
New York — family, faith 
and their small businesses 
— and he is working to con-
nect all ethnic groups in 
northeast Queens into one 
community.

Vallone also said he 
will fight for small busi-
nesses, like the dozens along 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

While the poverty rate 
rose significantly through-
out the city in the last reces-
sion, Queens’ Asian com-
munity was hit especially 
hard, a new city study has 
revealed.

From 2008-12, the pov-
erty rate in the city’s Asian 
community rose 6.6 percent 
to 29 percent, the highest of 
any demographic group, ac-
cording to the CEO Poverty 
Measure, an annual report 
by the mayor’s office.

Queens’ poverty rate 
jumped by 5.5 percent to 
21.9 percent during the re-
cession compared to Man-
hattan’s poverty rate, which 
only rose by 1.5 percent to 
15.4 percent and Staten Is-

land’s, which climbed by 
3.2 percent to 14.5 percent.

The borough’s num-
bers are consistent with the 
spike in the Asian commu-
nity’s poverty rate, as more 
than half of the city’s Asian 
population lives in Queens, 
according to the study.

Language barriers 
are largely to blame for the 
disparity in the borough’s 
Asian community, the re-
port said.

Nearly half of all the 
city’s working-age Asian 
immigrants have limited 
proficiency in the English 
language and three out of 
four Asian seniors have 
the same problem. Speak-
ers of Korean and South 
Asian languages suffer 
particularly poor language 

access at city agencies and 
therefore are unable to tap 
vital services which would 
alleviate their financial 
troubles, the report said.

“If we want to serious-
ly address issues of poverty 
and unemployment, we 
need to look at needs and 
one of the practical needs is 
English language resourc-
es for new immigrants so 
they can become fully inte-
grated into our economy,” 
said John Choe, director of 
One Flushing, an economic 
development center that 
provides language and job 
services to new immigrants 
in Flushing, the epicenter 
of the Asian population in 
Queens.

Choe said there is a 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city’s public hous-

ing authority has reneged 
on a pledge to let seniors 
stay in their homes while it 
re-examines its downsizing 
policies, officials said last 
week outside the Pomonok 
Houses in Fresh Meadows.

The New York City 
Housing Authority is go-
ing ahead with its initia-
tive to move tenants from 
oversized apartments into 
smaller units, even though 
a representative from the 
agency told the City Coun-
cil last month it would not 
continue to do so until it 
examined flaws in the pro-
gram involving the elderly.

“We thought that was 
good news. We thought 

NYCHA was taking a time-
out,” Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) said last week outside 
the sprawling public hous-
ing project, at 67-09 Kissena 

Blvd. 
Lancman and other 

members of the Pomonok 
community were joined 
by Ralph Calinda, a World 

Elected officials stand with Pomonok Houses resident Ralph 
Calinda calling on NYCHA to impose a moratorium on its downsiz-
ing policy. Photo by Rich Bockmann

City Councilman Paul Vallone looks back on his first 100 days in of-
fice. Photo by Christina Santucci

Lancman says NYCHA 
backtracked on pledge

Poverty spikes for boro’s Asians
more than other groups: Report

Vallone refl ects on fi rst months in offi ce
City councilman focuses on restoring district’s status as he outlines his priorities for remainder of term

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 53 Continued on Page 58
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) was 
arrested early Wednesday 
morning and charged with 
grand larceny and fraud 
for allegedly stealing some 
$30,000 in state and city 
funds, authorities said.

Wills is accused of 
pocketing $19,000 from a 
$33,000 state grant ear-
marked by his former boss, 
ex-state Sen. Shirley Hunt-
ley, and $11,500 in public 
matching funds allocated to 
his 2009 Council campaign, 
state Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman and state 
Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli announced Wednes-
day afternoon.

If convicted, Wills fac-
es up to seven years in pris-
on, the authorities said.

A relative of Wills’, 
Jelani Mills, was also ar-
rested and charged with 
grand larceny and fraud 

for allegedly helping in the 
theft and cover-up of the 
city Campaign Finance 
Board monies.

Wills denied the alle-
gations.

“How many people 
have stood here before the 
cameras and said, ‘I’m in-
nocent’?” he said. “I am.”

“This is America, and 
here you’re innocent until 
proven guilty,” he said. “I 
know because of where I 
come from and the color I 
am, it doesn’t usually work 
like that with you guys,” he 
added. “But I am presumed 
innocent.”

According to the 
charges, Wills had his 2009 
Council campaign direct 
$11,500 in city matching 
funds to Micro Targeting, 
which authorities described 
as a shell company made to 
look like it was translating 
and distributing campaign 
literature.

Instead, the candi-

date and Mills allegedly 
redirected the money to a 
nonprofit headed by Wills, 
NY 4 Life, and filed phony 
paperwork with the CFB to 
make it look like the funds 
were spent on legitimate 

campaign expenditures, 
authorities said.

Wills then allegedly 
withdrew the cash from the 
nonprofit’s bank account to 
make personal purchases, 
including a $750 Louis Vuit-

ton bag from Macy’s, law 
enforcement officials said.

NY 4 Life also received 
a $33,000 grant from Hunt-
ley when Wills worked as 
chief of staff in her Senate 
office.

Wills is accused of us-
ing $19,000 from the grant 
for political and personal 
expenditures and covering 
up his tracks by filing false 
paperwork with the state.

The investigation into 
NY 4 Life came to light in 
April 2012, when Schnei-
derman and DiNapoli filed 
a joint motion in Manhat-
tan Supreme Court claim-
ing Wills made numerous 
attempts to stymie their 
probe into the nonprofit’s 
finances.

Court papers claimed 
Wills could provide only 
one undated and unnum-
bered invoice accounting 
for just how $980 of the 
$33,000 grant was spent. 
Wills later invoked his 

Fifth Amendment right 
when he was called in to 
testify about the nonprofit’s 
handling of the grant.

In response, then-
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn booted Wills from 
the budget negotiating 
team and prohibited him 
from doling out city funds 
to groups in his district. 
Wills was re-elected last 
year.

The arrest is just the 
latest in a long line of cor-
ruption cases in southeast 
Queens.

Huntley is currently in 
a federal re-entry facility in 
Brooklyn, nearing the end 
of a 366-day prison sentence 
after pleading guilty to em-
bezzling public funds. In 
seeking leniency after her 
arrest, Huntley secretly re-
corded a number of elected 
officials in her home for the 
FBI, including Wills.

Authorities had been 

City Councilman Ruben Wills arrives at the court house in Kew 
Gardens where he was arraigned on fraud and larceny charges. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Councilman Wills arrested by attorney general’s offi ce
Southeast Queens lawmaker accused of lining his pockets with $30,000 in state and city funds

Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Unfurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200
Offer expires Dec. 2014. Not to be combined with any other offer. 

Continued on Page 54
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!
New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

560 Northern Blvd., Great Neck
516-726-1771

FLUSHING - Police were looking 
for a young Asian man wanted in con-
nection with a bank robbery at a TD 
Bank on Main Street Tuesday after-
noon.

The suspect entered the bank at 
around 4:40 p.m. and allegedly passed 
a note to the teller demanding money, 
police said.

The man, who was described as 
17 to 25 years old, with blond hair and 
a slim build,  made off with approxi-
mately $500 and fled west down Booth 
Memorial Avenue, according to cops.

Police said the suspect was wear-
ing a dark hooded sweatshirt and a 
black baseball cap at the time of the 
robbery.

BAYSIDE — The operator of a former 
Bayside Papa John’s pizza franchise has 
agreed to pay the state nearly half a mil-
lion dollars in penalties for failing to pay 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in sales 
tax, the state Department of Taxation said.

Syed Mehboob, 45, was arrested in Au-
gust 2013 and charged with failing to pay 
$226,017 in sales tax from 2005-10, the Tax 
Department said.

He pleaded guilty to one misdemeanor 
as did the six franchises he operated, ac-
cording to the Tax Department. His other 
pizzerias were in Astoria, Corona, Wood-
side and Sunnyside.

With interest, penalty and fines, they 
were ordered pay a full restitution to the 
state of $497,021, the Tax Department said.

Mehboob received a conditional dis-
charge at his sentencing.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Operator to pay $500K in unpaid taxes: State

Main Street Flushing bank robbed: Police

Police are searching for a suspect who allegedly 
made off with $500 from a Flushing bank robbery, 
the NYPD said. Image courtesy NYPD

The site of a former Bayside Papa John’s was 
one of six locations Syed Mehboob operated. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Oakland Gdns. man killed in LIE accident: NYPD

BAYSIDE — A 22-year-old Oakland Gardens man was killed early May 1  after his 
vehicle struck the wall of a ramp on the Long Island Expressway in Bayside, the NYPD 
said.

Police said Aaron Jung Hay Wu’s Nissan Altima collided with a wall around 3:50 a.m. 
as he attempted to exit the LIE at Exit 27 and merge onto the Clearview Expressway.

Wu was pronounced dead at the scene of the accident, authorities said.
The NYPD said no other vehicles were involved in the crash and the investigation 

was ongoing.
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BREAKING NEWS

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Forget air rights — be-
low-ground space may now 
be the most contentious as-
pect of the Queens real es-
tate market.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and several 
Queens civic groups did not 
wait for the mayor to unveil 
his administration’s af-
fordable housing blueprint 
Monday to denounce a pro-
vision of the plan that may 
legalize basement apart-
ments and other self-con-
tained units within homes.

Flanked by neighbor-
hood association leaders, 
Avella said last Friday that 
efforts to authorize below-
ground housing were un-
realistic and would pose 
safety hazards and strain 
communities’ resources.

“To change the zon-
ing code of the entire city 
of New York to allow base-
ments to become legal 
would be a monumental 
task,” Avella said. “It took 
eight years to do one rezon-
ing proposal when I was in 
the City Council .... I don’t 
see how the mayor can 
think he can do this either 
by executive order or it’s go-
ing to be a simple thing to 
accomplish.”

Queens Civic Congress 
President Richard Hellen-
brecht said fires in such 
units had proven deadly 
and that doubling the ca-
pacity in single-family dis-
tricts would overburden 
the sewage, garbage and 
school system.

“The one-family dis-

tricts that would become 
all of a sudden two-family 
districts — that’s not what 
people paid lots and lots of 
money for over the years,” 
said Henry Euler, first vice 
president of the Auburn-
dale Civic Association. 
“There’s no guarantee that 
these units will be afford-
able either. People who own 
the home can charge any 
rent they want.”

De Blasio’s housing 
plan did not offer many de-
tails about how he intends 
to deal with unsanctioned 
housing units. His plan 
said, “The city will work 
with the relevant stake-
holders to examine how 
best to bring these units 
into the regulated housing 
system, including a review 
of other cities’ best prac-
tices to bring fresh ideas to 
the discussion.”

Basement Apart-
ments Safe for Everyone, 
a coalition pushing for the 
city to authorize safe un-
sanctioned homes by add-
ing an accessory dwelling 
unit to its zoning code, is 
spearheaded by the Jack-
son Heights-based Chhaya 
Community Development 
Corp. BASE argues that 
authorizing building apart-
ments would ensure they 
meet safety standards and 
emergency responders are 
aware of how buildings are 
being used.

Drew Goldsman, a 
project manager at Chha-
ya, said the new zoning cat-
egory  would improve  an 
unaffordable housing mar-

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio 

Monday released his much-
anticipated, $41.1 billion 
housing plan laying out 
with broad strokes his ad-
ministration’s goal to cre-
ate 200,000 units of afford-
able housing over the next 
decade through a combi-
nation of preservation and 
new construction.

And while the 116-
page report does not spe-
cifically say where in the 
five boroughs the plan will 
be implemented, Queens 
neighborhoods where af-
fordable housing is threat-
ened, such as Jamaica and 
Far Rockaway as well as ar-
eas prime for development, 
like the Queens Boulevard 
corridor from Sunnyside to 
Elmhurst, fit the bill.

“This plan thinks 
big because it has to. The 
changes we are setting in 
motion today will reach a 
half-million New Yorkers 
in every community and 
from every walk of life,” de 
Blasio said. “And so we are 
marshaling every corner of 
government and the private 
sector in an unprecedented 
response.”

Of the 200,000 units de 
Blasio wants to preserve 
or create over the next 10 
years, 58 percent will be 
for low-income households 
earning between $41,951 
and $67,120 a year for a fam-
ily of four, 22 percent will be 
affordable to moderate- and 
middle-income families 
and 20 percent will aimed 
at those with very low and 
extremely low incomes.

The bulk of the $41.1 
billion price tag, about 74.5 
percent, will be spent on 
constructing new units. 
But since new construction 
costs significantly more 
than preservation, the re-
maining $10.5 billion will 
account for 60 percent of 
the plan’s stated goal.

And while de Blasio 
did not specify which areas 
he will target, it is clear 
which areas are most at 
risk of losing existing af-

fordable units.
Jamaica’s Community 

Board 12 and Far Rockaway 
and Broad Channel’s CB 
14 have the highest risks 
to affordable housing in 
Queens, according to a 2013 
study by the Association for 
Neighborhood and Housing 
Development, an umbrella 
group of nonprofit devel-
opers focused on low- and 
middle-income housing.

Between 2008 and 2011, 
CB 12 lost 7,088 affordable 
units to renters who make 
80 percent of the area medi-
an income, the fourth high-
est number out of the city’s 
59 community boards. The 
area was also hard hit by 
the foreclosure crisis, with 
29.1 percent of one- and 
four-family homeowners 
having received a foreclo-
sure notice.

In the Broad Channel/
Rockaway area, 84.2 per-
cent of residential units lie 
in the Superstorm Sandy 
surge area and the region 
had the second-highest 
number of at-risk Mitchell-
Lama and Section 8 units 

in the city at 2,674 units.
Advocating for stron-

ger rent stabilization guide-
lines when the law comes 
up for renewal in Albany in 
2015, helping homeowners 
with resiliency upgrades 
and providing economic 
incentives to keep proper-
ties in affordable programs 
are among the tools the ad-
ministration intends to use 
to keep these kinds of units 
within reach for average 
New Yorkers.

“Working with com-
munity groups, the city will 
identify neighborhoods and 
portfolios that are at risk 
of becoming unaffordable 
and proactively work with 
owners, lenders and inves-
tors to assure that city re-
sources are appropriately 
targeted,” the report read.

The remaining 40 per-
cent of the 200,000-unit goal 
will be achieved through 
new construction.

The main tool will be 
inclusionary zoning, which 
will require developers to 
include affordable units 
when the projects come 

from rezoning. The plan 
also calls to streamline 
much of the red tape devel-
opers face.

“The city will allocate 
additional resources to its 
housing programs to en-
sure that a higher percent-
age of units in affordable 
housing reach the neediest 
people. As a result of this 
commitment, the city will 
serve more than four times 
as many of the lowest in-
come New Yorkers ... over 
the 10 years of this plan as 
were served over the pre-
vious 12 years,” the report 
said.

A study released last 
year by Columbia Univer-
sity’s Center for Urban 
Real Estate identified Long 
Island City, Willets Point 
and Queens Boulevard 
stretching from Sunnyside 
to Elmhurst as prime areas 
for development.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Mayor Bill de Blasio, shown in a file photo, has unveiled his plan to build and preserve 200,000 afford-
able housing units over the next 10 years. AP Photo/Jason DeCrow

State Sen. Tony Avella criticizes Mayor Bill de Blasio’s plan to study 
the legalization of basement apartments. Photo by Sarina Trangle

City releases housing plan
Queens neighborhoods fi t the bill for share of 200,000-unit initiative

Avella fi ghts legalizing 
basement apartments

Continued on Page 34
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Dozens of people 
joined the Bayside Anglers 
at the group’s 20th annual 
cleanup on the shoreline 
of Little Neck Bay Sunday 
morning. 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens elected offi-
cials were quick to praise 
the diverse roster of spiri-
tual leaders tapped to give 
invocations at City Council 
meetings following the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s ruling 
that opening local govern-
ment meetings with sec-
tarian prayers is constitu-
tional.

They were less vo-
cal about how the decision 
bodes with prayer at NYPD 
precinct community coun-
cil meetings.

The Supreme Court 
ruled 5-4 Monday that the 
town of Greece, in upstate 
New York, was not violat-
ing the law by selecting 
mostly Christians to serve 
as chaplains for the month 
and recite a prayer before 
town meetings began.

Two Greece residents 
sued because they believed 
the practice violated their 
religious or philosophical 
views. They sought an in-
junction that would limit 
the town to “inclusive” 
prayers that referred to a 
“generic God,” according to 

the court’s ruling.
Supreme Court Justice 

Anthony Kennedy wrote in 
the majority opinion that 
requiring invocations to be 
nonsectarian would force 
elected officials to deter-
mine and enforce what is 
acceptable and “involve 
government in religious 
matters to a far greater de-
gree.”

So long as the chap-
lains do not denigrate 
others or seek to convert 
attendees, Kennedy said 
sectarian prayer “invites 
lawmakers to reflect upon 
shared ideals and common 
ends.”

In dissent, Justice 
Elena Kagan wrote that 
Greece’s prayer tradition 
violated the “norm of re-
ligious equality” because 
the town did little to so-

Linda Stephens, a plaintiff, 
reacts to the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s ruling permitting sec-
tarian prayer at the beginning 
of town meetings. AP Photo/

The Rochester Democrat and 
Chronicle,  Shawn Dowd

Queens welcomes ruling
on prayer at gov’t meetsSTOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

Ron Lewis, Dave Yagerman, Dave Nadel, Cliff Ganz and 
Ziggy Sokolowski take part in the 20th-annual cleanup. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Rudy Kolinger, (l.-r.) Phil Romano and Bayside Anglers Vice President Joe Oliveri paint a bench.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

Anglers clean
Bayside coast

Continued on Page 34
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ASIA BANK, N. A.

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
Owner-occupied and investment properties

Repayment terms to 25 years

Other Secured Business Loan Products Also Available

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR CREDIT SOLUTION!!!

LOAN CENTER 
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  

 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com

www.asiabank-na.com 

Bayside Bayside Paint Place
41-12 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-352-5295

Can’t come to our store 
for great prices, service and 
the largest inventory in NY?

No worry ... We’ll come to you!
WE DELIVER to all of NYC & Long Island

CALL US FOR A FREE QUOTE: 
718-352-5295

Mention this ad and

.RECEIVE 10% OFF*
on your fi rst order

*Not applicable on Aura

We offer a complete line of Benjamin Moore® products

Christ the King Community Hosts 
Semi-Annual Blood Drive

Christ the King Community recently 
hosted its Semi-Annual Blood Drive in 
conjunction with the New York Blood 
Center. 

Christ the King High School was 
honored last month by the New York 
Blood Center and Bishop Nicholas 
DiMarzio for being the #1 high school 
in the Diocese of Brooklyn for blood 
donations in 2013.  Last year, Christ 
the King donated a total of 287 pints of blood between the April and December blood drives.

Christ the King President, Michael Michel stated, “We take great pride in our students, faculty, 
staff and friends of the CK Community who helped us reach this goal for saving lives.  Over 200 
pints of blood were donated at this blood drive alone.  We are well on our way towards continuing 
that success and surpassing last year’s total with our year end blood drive in December.”

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.
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OTHER VOICES

Get tax exemptions over airplane noise

I 
am writing to urge 
residents affected by jet 
noise from new flight 
patterns at LaGuardia 

and John F. Kennedy Inter-
national airports to seek 
property-tax exemptions 
from New York City to com-
pensate for reduced prop-
erty values.

You should contact 
your local elected repre-
sentatives to demand an 
exemption if your property 
is affected.

The city is the land-
lord for the airports and 
has leases under which it 

takes in more money as 
airport traffic increases. In 
2013, it took in $128 million 
in rent — $98 million from 
JFK and almost $30 million 
from LaGuardia.

Meanwhile, the city 
is raising property taxes 
on residential properties 
without regard to declines 
in value.

Real Estate Appraisal, 
a professional journal, esti-
mates residential property 
values decline 15 percent to 
30 percent when residential 
properties are suddenly af-
fected by new jet noise. The 

website Property Shark re-
ports that property values 
in Fort Hamilton, Brook-
lyn, declined 19 percent in 
the last year.

As a former resident 
of the Fort Hamilton area, 
I believe the explanation is 
new noise from jets headed 
to LaGuardia. I now live in 
Bayside and know of a num-
ber of properties on the 
market that have not sold 
because of new noise from 
LaGuardia traffic.

The city is responsible 
for how its land is used. 
It is making money from 

the decline in residential 
property values. If you are 
an owner, you are affected 
because your resale value 
is lower. If you rent, your 
landlord will pass tax in-
creases on to you.

Contact your City 
Council members, state 
representatives and others 
to seek compensation for 
your damage.

Peter Rutledge
Bayside

OPEN COMMUNITIES
Greater transparency may be coming to Queens com-

munity boards, which are the lowest rung of government 
and serve an important role in giving ordinary citizens a 
voice in neighborhood rezonings, school locations and li-
quor licenses.

In Queens, Borough President Melinda Katz chooses 
half of the members of each board and the City Council 
representative for the district selects the other half, sub-
ject to her final approval.

But the process varies across the boroughs and there 
are no standard procedures in place for fielding candi-
dates and how long they should serve.

Three Queens councilmen have backed a resolution 
that urges the five borough presidents to follow the same 
guidelines in naming the unpaid members of the 59 com-
munity boards around the city. Each board has up to 50 
seats.

Since the members are not elected, their votes on 
land use and community budgets are not binding, but they 
carry weight as the issue works it way through the city 
machinery.

Community boards are the city’s version of the New 
England town meeting without the public elections that 
require people seeking seats to disclose their positions on 
sidewalk cafés, for example, or topless bars.

Enter Councilmen Daniel Dromm, Peter Koo and An-
tonio Reynoso, who think Queens residents should know 
who is representing them at the grassroots level.

They have signed on to a resolution from Manhattan 
Councilman Ben Kallos, which would recommend greater 
disclosure on application forms filed by candidates and in-
dependent screening panels to be set up by each borough.

In a salute to good government, the resolution would 
ask volunteers to reveal conflicts of interest and bar staff-
ers working for elected officials from the board. The pro-
posal would also limit service of a board member to five 
consecutive two-year terms.

Katz has yet to take a position on the resolution, but 
we urge her to give serious consideration to the recom-
mendations in Kallos’ document.

Under the de Blasio administration, change is coming 
to the Council.

Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito is backing a 
proposal to distribute discretionary funds for nonprofits 
equally to each Council member with some add-ons for 
impoverished areas. This would have been unthinkable 
under former Speaker Christina Quinn, who used these 
funds to keep members in line and punish the wayward.

It’s time to review and streamline old practices.
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I 
read with interest your 
April 25-May 1 article 
on City Councilwoman 
Liz Crowley’s (D-Middle 

Village) call to re-visit the 
existing funding formula 
that allocates city budget 
dollars to each of New York 
City’s district attorney of-
fices.

I agree and believe 
that revisiting the existing 
workload formula is a criti-
cal step in ensuring that we 
in Queens receive the re-
sources necessary to meet 
our constitutional and 

statutory obligations and 
our growing public safety 
needs.

Over the past decade, 
our caseload has grown 
substantially — last year 
we handled close to 78,000 
cases — and we saw many 
emerging new and complex 
crime trends, including 
gang violence, financial 
exploitation of the elderly, 
crimes targeting our immi-
grant populations, Internet 
crimes against children, 
identity theft, computer 
crime and credit card 

fraud, among others.
It is critical that we 

fight for and receive the 
monies we deserve to ad-
dress all of these needs ef-
fectively.

I welcome the chal-
lenge and am committed 
to working with the Coun-
cil to ensure that we get 
our fair share of criminal 
justice dollars and the re-
sources we need.

Richard Brown
Queens District Attorney

Kew Gardens

Council should revise DA funding

NYCHA must not throw out its own residents
R

alph Calinda is 91. 
He is a World War II 
veteran and neigh-
borhood gardener. 

He has been a tenant leader 
in the Flushing apartment 
complex where he has lived 
for the past six decades.

But because Calinda 
lives in the Pomonok Hous-
es, one of 334 developments 
operated by the New York 
City Housing Authority, by 
far the city’s largest land-
lord, he may be forced out 
of his home despite his ad-
vanced age, long tenure and 
strong community ties.

NYCHA wants to 
“downsize” Calinda into a 
smaller apartment. He is 
not alone. NYCHA has also 
targeted many other long-

time, often elderly tenants 
for downsizing. NYCHA 
argues that its subsidy pro-
grams require tenants to 
live in appropriately sized 
apartments and that large 
numbers of people are wait-
ing to move into public 
housing.

But NYCHA has no 
accurate count of its resi-
dents, fails to add eligible 
family members onto ten-
ants’ leases, does not prop-
erly consider requests for 
medical exemptions from 
downsizing and disregards 
its own rules for relocating 
tenants. Until these prob-
lems are fixed, NYCHA’s 
downsizing will remain an 
arbitrary and abusive pro-
cess that takes advantage 

of the most vulnerable New 
Yorkers.

NYCHA rents out 
more than 175,000 apart-
ments and has more than 
400,000 authorized tenants, 
but its total housing popu-
lation has been estimated 
to exceed 600,000 people. 
Accordingly, NYCHA of-
ten mistakes households 
with unlisted members for 
households with room to 
spare. NYCHA should not 
downsize households until 
it has an accurate grasp of 
their true size and there-
fore knows how many bed-
rooms it really needs.

NYCHA also routinely 
refuses to add eligible but 
unlisted household mem-
bers to tenant leases, will-

fully ignoring the true 
size of tenant households. 
NYCHA is responsible for 
falsely concluding that an 
apartment is too big for a 
tenant. NYCHA should not 
downsize anymore tenants 
until it fixes this problem.

Additionally, while 
NYCHA policy permits a 
medical exemption from 
downsizing, that policy is 
draconian and even NY-
CHA admits it is. NYCHA 
will exempt a tenant from 
downsizing only when it 
would literally kill the ten-
ant.

NYCHA General Man-
ager Cecil House acknowl-
edged the policy’s flaws at 
a City Council hearing and 
said, “We should not be tak-

ing enforcement action or 
inconveniencing residents 
until we get this policy ap-
propriately in place.”

Yet NYCHA is now 
pursuing Calinda without 
any inquiry into whether a 
move from his home of six 
decades would compromise 
his health. NYCHA should 
adhere to its general man-
ager’s promise and stop 
downsizing until it starts 
reasonably accommodat-
ing tenants’ medical condi-
tions.

Finally, NYCHA’s 
official policies include 
downsizing only those ten-
ants with two or more ex-
tra bedrooms and offering 
downsized tenants a choice 
between two different, ap-

propriately sized apart-
ments. Yet letters to tenants 
state that households with 
one extra room must move 
and that tenants will be 
evicted unless they move 
into the single apartment 
selected for them.

Clearly NYCHA’s 
own house is out of order, 
with the result that often 
longtime, elderly tenants 
are being threatened with 
homelessness.

Rory Lancman
Councilman

(D-Fresh Meadows)

Families grateful for people’s support
An open letter to the 

East Elmhurst, Corona and 
greater Queens and city 
communities:

O
n April 4, four 
young people were 
taken from us unex-
pectedly in a car ac-

cident in Steinway Creek.
We have searched our 

minds and hearts trying 
to find the right words to 

express our heartfelt grati-
tude, but we will never 
because words cannot de-
scribe the feeling we have 
for the unconditional love 
and support that was shown 
to us during our time of be-
reavement.

We want to thank you 
and let you know that ev-
ery gesture and all of your 
thoughts and prayers will 

live in our hearts. They 
have helped ease the pain 
and sorrow of our tragic 
loss.

The families of Jaleel 
Feurtado, Darius Fletcher, 
Crystal Gravely and Jada 

Monique Butts
Corona and East Elmhurst

MTA must prevent derailments

T
he recent subway de-
railment is a wake-up 
call for the Metropol-
itan Transportation 

Authority to speed up track 
inspections to prevent an-
other derailment from oc-
curring.

The track that was 

damaged had only been 
installed in that tunnel 
recently. Something is not 
right here. Is the material 
used for steel rails up to 
code or not?

The MTA must imme-
diately look into this. How 
many other tracks were 

newly installed throughout 
the subway system last year 
and might also fracture?

Hopefully, this will not 
portend more possible de-
railments.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

CORRECTION

In the May 2-8 issue of Timesledger Newspapers, the story on the MTA’s decision to run weekend service 
on the No. 7 train between Sunnyside, Woodside, Elmhurst and Jackson Heights should have said the 
agency issued a press release April 11 alerting riders to the schedule change. We regret the error.
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I
n a 1964 speech at the 
Singer Bowl at the New 
York World’s Fair site, 
President Lyndon John-

son called on all Ameri-
cans to “open wide the door 
of equality” for 20 million 
of their fellow black citi-
zens who had been “on the 
outside looking in” for 200 
years.

Regarding the civil 
rights bill before Congress, 
he said, “It may take all 
summer — it may take ses-
sions ’round the clock, but I 
promise you here and now 
that we are going to pass 
that bill.”

Johnson also appealed 
for aid in his “war on pov-
erty.”

●

At the Neponsit Home 
for the Aged in Rockaway 
Beach, 102-year-old Ed-
ward Everett Cauthorne 
prepared to be the guide 
when he and 29 of his fel-
low residents toured the 

World’s Fair.
This would be his 

fourth fair. He had attend-
ed the New Orleans Fair 
in 1884, the Paris Exposi-
tion on 1900 and the 1939-40 
New York World’s Fair. He 
missed the St. Louis Fair 
in 1904 because he was out 
of the country, but saw the 
construction of the 1933 
Chicago Fair.

As a teenager, Cau-
thorne had been a cattle-
puncher in Texas and the 
Indian Territories. Later, in 
Jackson, Mo., he was court 
clerk at the trial of Frank 
James, brother of the noto-
rious Jesse James.

In recent years, he was 
a real estate dealer.

●

All was not well at the 
fair.

Less than a month af-
ter its opening, unexpect-
edly high expenses were 
leading some exhibiting 
nations to re-examine their 

fair plans. Some talked 
about curtailing exhibits 
or closing outright. Others 
were charging fees for pro-
grams that were supposed 
to be free or asking their 
home governments for ad-
ditional funds.

Fair executive Thomas 
J. Deegan Jr. also admit-
ted that attendance had 
not reached the predicted 
250,000 a day, but large 
crowds were expected dur-

ing the summer months.
●

“People count for noth-
ing.” “This is no good.” 
“Where will we live — on 
the street?” “We don’t want 
to be moved.” “Move? Nev-
er.”

These were among the 
milder reactions of Queens 
homeowners to the Federal 
Aviation Agency proposal 
to move people living near 
airports to “solve” the jet 

noise problem.
●

Malcolm X, of Corona, 
the former Black Muslim 
leader, inflamed African 
passions against the United 
States by making a bitterly 
anti-American speech to 
an applauding university 
student group in Idaban, 
Nigeria.

He said racial discrim-
ination in the United States 
was worse than apartheid 
in South Africa and that 32 
million blacks in the United 
States were being treated as 
less than human beings.

Malcolm X had formed 
a new black nationalist 
group more militant than 
the main Black Muslim or-
ganization.

●

Three boys were the 
victims of savage beatings 
on Rockaway Beach. A Star 
reporter walked the beach 
looking for clues to the at-
tacks.

The first clue was beer 
cans. In just one block, 
between Beach 107th and 
108th streets, there were 
1,400 cans, by actual count.

The second was gangs. 
The reporter interviewed a 
22-year-old who, while no 

longer a gang member, com-
mented that the trouble-
making gangs were kids as 
young as 14 and not older 
than 18 who “were trying to 
impress girls and feel big.

“They make a crack at 
a girl who isn’t interested, 
the girl complains to a boy 
she knows and then there’s 
a battle. The next week, the 
loser comes back with more 
friends to get even, and then 
there’s another brawl, with 
maybe someone scarred for 
life by a beer can opener.”

●

The Beatles’ appear-
ance at Forest Hills Sta-
dium for shows Aug. 29-30 
was sold out three months 
in advance, with 28,000 
tickets sold and orders still 
pouring in.

The group was to get 
$40,000 plus a percentage 
of the gate, five free hotel 
suites and two limousines 
for their use.

They also demanded, 
and would get, 100 private 
cops at their shows to pro-
tect them from adoring 
fans.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or astori-
alic.org.

Johnson spoke at New York World’s Fair in 1964
COLUMNS

W
hen I briefly 
taught English at 
Stuyvesant High 
School more than 

25 years ago, I had the good 
fortune of meeting a witty, 
impish Irish man who had 
already been a teacher for 
two decades.

He was the school’s 
popular creative writing 
teacher and was legendary 
among students who gradu-

ated from that selective 
high school for his unortho-
dox teaching methods.

Two assignments of 
his that students loved to 
complete were to write the 
most creative absence note 
from a parent and to write 
a restaurant review of your 
dinner from the previous 
evening. He asked students 
probing questions in class 
about the quotidian details 
of their lives and he made 
them listen closely to their 
classmates’ written work 
so they could critique each 
other.

That man — who after 
he retired as a teacher went 
on to become a world-re-
nowned author as the most 

famous memoir writer 
(“Angela’s Ashes,” “Teach-
er Man”) — was Frank Mc-
Court, and I am proud to 
say he was my friend and 
mentor.

He was a “master 
teacher” before anyone 
started using that term for 
talented and experienced 
teachers who take young 
pedagogues under their 
wings.

When I was a young 
and inexperienced teacher 
at Stuyvesant, he took me 
under his wing, gave me 
some pointers, allowed me 
to watch his class and oc-
casionally we’d combine 
classes so we could teach 
together. He was masterful 

to watch in action and, to 
this day, some of my fondest 
moments in my brief career 
as a teacher were learning 
from Frank.

One of the things that 
has not been given enough 
attention in the new New 
York City teachers’ contract 
is the provision to include 
master teachers and “am-
bassador teachers,” which 
are new concepts for our 
local public school system. 
In the new contract, master 
teachers will be paid up to 
$20,000 more each year for 
working more and helping 
to mentor younger teach-
ers.

What a fantastic idea. 
There is now a career lad-

der for teachers which al-
lows them to make more 
money and advance their 
professional careers. I have 
been espousing this policy 
idea for a few years now and 
I am thrilled that Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, city Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
and United Federation of 
Teachers President Mike 
Mulgrew have made it a 
reality.

There is no greater 
way to ensure young teach-
ers get the proper training 
they need than giving them 
mentors who are successful 
and experienced teachers. 
It will be interesting to see 
how this new program is 
implemented.

But one thing is for 
sure. It’s a new day in pub-
lic education in New York 
— between universal pre-
K and master teachers, the 
de Blasio administration is 
thinking big on education 
in its first year in office.

Our children will be 
the beneficiaries of these 
new, bold programs.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Master, ambassador teachers will positively change schools

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

■

The New York State Pavilion was the site of the 1964 World’s Fair. 
Photo courtesy Greater Astoria Historical Society
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he number of Hall-
mark cards sent last 
year for Mother’s 
Day was 133 million. 

Of course, like all holidays, 
this observance was not al-
ways a purely commercial 
one but rather has roots 
dating as far back as an-
cient Greece.

The ancient Greeks 
held an annual spring fes-
tival dedicated to maternal 
goddesses such as Rhea, 
wife of Cronus. Ancient 
Romans also celebrated a 
spring festival, called Hi-
laria, which also honored a 
mother goddess, Cybele.

In early Christianity, 
on the forth Sunday of Lent, 
Christians held a festival in 
honor of the Virgin Mary, 

mother of Christ, a figure 
who is still to this day hon-
ored within the Christian 
faith. On this same occa-
sion, those who were liv-
ing away from home were 
encouraged to visit their 
own mothers, and it was 
not uncommon for them to 
present their mothers with 
gifts such as fruit cake.

Much later, in the late 
1800s, the idea of an offi-
cial celebration of Mother’s 
Day in the United States 
was suggested by activist, 
writer and poet Julia Ward 
Howe. Howe recommended 
that June 2 be dedicated to 
peace and mothers.

In her famous Moth-
er’s Day proclamation, she 
wrote an appeal to women, 
urging them to rise against 
war. This celebration later 
faded into non-existence 
to be replaced by Mother’s 
Day as we know it today, 
celebrated in May.

Anna Jarvis is con-
sidered the founder of 

Mother’s Day in the United 
States. Acting on a wish of 
her late, beloved mother, 
Jarvis worked to see an of-
ficial Mother’s Day holiday 
added to the national calen-

dar.
In May 1908, after 

gaining financial backing 
from a Philadelphia depart-
ment store owner named 
John Wanamaker, Jarvis 

organized the first official 
Mother’s Day celebration at 
a Methodist church in West 
Virginia.

This day was a success, 
which prompted Jarvis 
to start a letter-writing 
campaign to newspapers 
and prominent politicians 
urging the addition of this 
day to the national calen-
dar. Jarvis established the 
Mother’s Day International 
Association to help promote 
her cause.

In 1914, Jarvis’ persis-
tence finally paid off when 
then-President Woodrow 
Wilson signed a measure 
officially establishing the 
second Sunday in May as 
Mother’s Day.

What had started off as 
a celebration of her mother 
and all mothers had now 
become a way for business-
es to cash in on and make a 
profit.

By 1948, at the time of 
her death, Jarvis had dis-
owned the holiday and even 

lobbied the government 
to see it removed from the 
American calendar. It is a 
rather bitter twist of faith 
for Jarvis that Mother’s 
Day is now the third biggest 
commercial holiday after 
Christmas and Valentine’s 
Day in the United States.

Today, Mother’s Day is 
about showering our moth-
ers and mother figures with 
lavish gifts and flowers, 
but although Jarvis was 
disgusted by the commer-
cialization of the holiday 
she had founded, let us not 
forget the true meaning of 
her legacy: celebrating the 
hard work, commitment 
and dedication of those spe-
cial ladies in our lives.

This coming Sunday is 
about acknowledging these 
women who often put the 
needs of others before their 
own. Happy Mother’s Day 
to my mother, and to all you 
other wonderful moms out 
there.

Remember 
the Date

Mother’s Day celebrations have a long, ancient tradition
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The Whitestone Memo-
rial Day parade, which has 
faced financial problems in 
recent years, will be able to 
go on as planned this year, 
thanks to community sup-
port.

Members of the Great-
er Whitestone Taxpayer’s 
Civic Association have 
donated a collective $2,000 
to make sure the annual 
parade goes on. Some mem-
bers donated as much as 
$250, said association Presi-
dent Kim Cody.

“This has been an in-
stitution that’s been around 
since I’ve been a kid,” he 
said of the parade.

The future of the pa-
rade was put in jeopardy 
in recent years as city and 
state funding dried up for 
the Whitestone Veterans 
Memorial Association, 

which organizes the parade 
and is a conglomerate of 
three veterans posts: the 
American Legion Post 131, 
the Jewish War Veterans 
Post 415 and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 4787.

Fund-raising efforts 
have also declined as the 
number of veterans join-
ing posts has decreased, 
said Mike Seeley, finance 
officer of the American 
Legion Hall. Younger veter-
ans have tended not to join 
veterans associations and 
the posts’ memberships are 
largely made up of World 
War II-era veterans, whose 
numbers are dwindling, re-
sulting in a shrinking oper-
ating budget, Seeley said.

The association made 
sure to send out letters 
through the civic associa-
tion as well as to other com-
munity members this year 
to appeal for donations 

to put together the $8,000 
needed for the parade.

Among the most gen-
erous donations was a $225 
check from Palazzo Mason 
Supplies.

“They know the parade 
is important to the commu-
nity,” Cody said.

The association has 
also sold veterans calen-
dars in past years to fund 
the parade, but they have 
not been a popular pur-
chase in recent years, See-
ley said.

The American Legion 
will be hosting a May 17 
dinner-dance to raise the 
remaining funds for this 
year’s parade. The event 
will be at the American Le-
gion Hall, at 10-20 Clinton-
ville St., and will cost $35.

The legion is expect-
ing more than 90 people to 
attend and the event will 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Flushing business 
leader claims a jewelry 
store swapped her $1.2 mil-
lion diamond ring with a 
cheap substitute when she 
took it in for cleaning last 
summer, a lawsuit said.

Liu Tee Shu, owner of 
Shu Enterprises, brought 
a 15-carat diamond ring to 
Carat & Co., at 37-09 Main 
St., with the purpose of 
having it cleaned in July 
2013, according to the civil 
lawsuit she filed in Queens 
Supreme Court.

She handed the ring, 
which had an approximate 
value of $1.2 million, to an 
employee of the store, who 
took it to the back of the 
shop to clean it for 20 min-
utes, before re-emerging 
with the ring in an open 
box, the lawsuit said.

One day in August 

when she was wearing 
the ring, Shu noticed the 
stone was not the original 
diamond, the lawsuit said. 
An examination by an ex-
pert revealed the stone had 
been replaced with a cubic 
zirconia, according to the 
lawsuit.

Cubic zirconia is a 
clear synthetic material 
and a cheap alternative to 
diamonds.

Shu, who said she was 
a longtime customer of the 
store, believes the employ-
ee replaced her ring’s stone 
with the new stone when 
the employee was suppos-
edly cleaning it for 20 min-
utes, the lawsuit said.

Carat & Co. “carries 
a full line of cubic zirco-
nia in stock,” the lawsuit 
claimed.

“All the allegations 
she’s making are false. This 
never happened,” said Me-
lissa Mon, an employee of 
Carat & Co. “She never even 
came into our store before. 
We don’t know where she’s 
getting these things from.”

The office for the law-
yer who represents Carat & 
Co. said the allegations will 
be denied in court.

Shu is seeking at least 
$1.2 million with interest 
and costs from the jewelry 
store, the lawsuit said.

Liu Tee Shu is accusing Carat & 
Co. (pictured) of switching her 
diamond ring for an imitation 
stone. Photo by Alex Robinson

Flushing jewelry store switches 
diamond for substitute: Lawsuit

Whitestone civic’s donations 
save Memorial Day Parade

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntingon Area

(631) 760-9791
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79191

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Certain styles such as Cedar PVC and 
Aluminum may be excluded.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Western Suffolk, Nassau, and Queens
Residential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com
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FREE
ESTIMATES

d Qd QQ

WHY
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1-800-BUY-FENCE
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FOR 24
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†

SPRING SALE CONTINUES!
BOOK NOW FOR GUARANTEED INSTALLATION BY MEMORIAL DAY

ALL STORES CLOSED MOTHER’S DAY SUNDAY

Continued on Page 53



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 9–15, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
17

BT

There are many reasons people of all 
ages do Pilates, including better sleep and 
better sex. What exactly is Pilates? Pilates 
is a core strengthening exercise technique.

The foundation of Pilates exercise is 
Core Strength. The core muscles are the 
deep, internal muscles of the abdomen and 
back. These muscles are trained in Pilates 
to be strong and efficient in doing their job, 
as a result of which they work in harmony 
with the superficial muscles of the trunk 
to support the spine and its movement. As 
core strength is developed, so is stability 
throughout the entire torso. This is one of 
the reasons why Pilates helps in overcom-
ing back pain. If the trunk is properly sta-
bilized, then the pressure on the back is 
relieved – resulting in free and efficient 
movement of the body.

Unlike some forms of exercise, Pilates 

does not over-develop some parts of the body 
and neglect others. While Pilates training 
focuses on core strength, it trains the body 
as an integrated whole. Pilates workouts 
promote strength and balanced muscle 
development as well as flexibility and in-
creased range of motion for the joints.

Whether you are a senior just starting 
to exercise, an elite athlete or somewhere 
in between, the foundations of Pilates 
movement apply to you. With thousands 
of possible exercises and modifications, 
Pilates workouts can be tailored to your 
individual needs.

In Pilates, we work toward a safe in-
crease in length and stretch of muscles 
and range of motion within the joints. 
You won’t find quite as much “pretzel 
logic” in Pilates as you might in yoga, but 
a body that can stretch and bend to meet 
the flow of life is a very realistic goal.

Good posture reflects good alignment 
that is supported by a strong core. It is a 
position from which one can move freely. 
Pilates trains the body to express itself 
with strength and harmony.

If you practice Pilates regularly, it 
will change your body. 

Known for creating long, strong mus-
cles and a leaner look; Pilates improves 
muscle tone, balances musculature, sup-
ports beautiful posture, and teaches you 
to move with ease and grace.

Bayside Pilates and Fitness 
(718) 662–6424
35-16 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 
BaysidePilatesAndFitness.com

We are dedicated to helping you im-
prove strength, flexibility, circulation and 
balance. We will help you tone and build 
lean muscle while flattening your abdomi-
nal area. Reduce stress, relax, and correct 
your posture as you straighten your spine.

A D V E R T O R I A L

Pilates and You

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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Community Board 
11 issued its second letter 
in as many months at its 
monthly meeting this week 
recommending approval 
for a Bayside business to 
add a rooftop bar.

The owners of Fiamma 
41, at 214-26 41st Ave., sub-
mitted an application last 
month asking for permis-
sion to create a rooftop deck 
and install an additional 
bar area.

The request comes on 
the heels of another appli-
cation recently submitted 
by Bourbon Street, at 40-12 
Bell Blvd., which received a 
letter from CB 11 at its April 
meeting recommending 

that the state Liquor Au-
thority approve the plans.

If approved by the 
SLA, Bourbon Street and 
Fiamma 41 would be in a 

race to become Bayside’s 
first establishment to offer 
a rooftop bar area.

— Kelsey Durham

The Martin Van Bu-
ren High School Alumni 
Alliance will host a day of 
celebration May 17, when 
former students and educa-
tors will join with the cur-
rent classes to highlight the 
school’s rich heritage.

Nobel Prize Laureates 
Frank Wilczek and Alvin 
Roth, inventor and futurist 
Ray Kurzweil, advertising 
executive and TV person-
ality Donny Deutsch and 

Fordham basketball Coach 
Tom Pecora are among the 
alumni expected to attend, 
as well as teachers, stu-
dents and staff spanning 
more than five decades at 
the Oakland Gardens insti-
tution.

The day will begin at 
the Van Buren campus, at 
230-17 Hillside Ave., with 
a community basketball 
clinic led by Pecora and 
his staff from 1:30 p.m. to 3 

p.m. Attendance is limited. 
Sign up at mvbhsalumns@
gmail.com.

An open house show-
casing the school’s pro-
grams will be held from 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. A Hall of Fame 
ceremony will be held from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m., and from 8 
p.m. to midnight the school 
will host a reunion for all 
55 graduating classes.

 
— Rich Bockmann

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
has fired Helena Williams, 
president of the Long Is-
land Rail Road, as the rail-
road faces the possibility of 
a strike this summer.

Williams, the LIRR’s 
first woman president who 
served in the job nearly sev-
en years, said her dismissal 
was a surprise.

MTA Chairman Tom 
Prendergast advised Wil-
liams of the move in his of-
fice immediately following 
the monthly MTA Board 
meeting April 30.

Shortly afterward, the 
MTA announced that Pat-
rick Nowakowski would 

replace Williams as LIRR 
president.

For the past five years, 
Nowakowski has served as 
executive director of the 
Dulles Corridor Metrorail 
Project, which is building 
a 23-mile rail line to con-
nect with the Washington, 
D.C. Metro system. He also 
served more than 27 years 
with the Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Transporta-
tion Authority, including 
seven years as assistant 
general manager of opera-
tions.

MTA sources said 
Prendergast explained that 
he believed the president 
of the LIRR should have a 
background in mechanics. 
Williams is an attorney.

Prendergast said Wil-

liams had done well, but 
that he needed leaders with 
technical backgrounds.

“I want to thank Hel-
ena for her long and suc-
cessful service to the MTA, 
to Long Island and to every-
one in the New York metro-
politan region,” Prender-
gast said.

Discussions on pos-
sibility of a  work stoppage 
and preparations for such 
an eventuality took up 
more than an hour at the 
MTA board meeting.

The LIRR workers 
have been working without 
a contract for three years.

Much of the discussion 
centered on Prendergast’s 
plan to provide privately 
owned buses in case of a 
strike.

Christine Haider (l.), chairwoman of Community Board 11, speaks at 
the board’s monthly meeting this week. Photo by Kelsey Durham

MTA fi res LIRR President Williams

Van Buren alumni plan celebration

Another roof bar OK’d

More new stores are opening at TheShops at Atlas Park in Glen-
dale, Queens. ULTA Beauty, Crazy 8, Footlocker, Payless ShoeSource, 
and Auntie Anne’s. 

Atlas Park is adding to its retail mix in line with the dynamic 
Glendale neighborhood in Queens. “New stores like ULTA are just 
right for this property,” said Liza Diaz, Property Manager, The 
Shops at Atlas Park. “We’re focused on bringing exciting new retail 
and food concepts to our community.”  

New retailers include:
-

ping for more than 20,000 products in the categories of cosmetics, 
fragrance, hair care, skin care, bath and body products, and salon 
styling tools, as well as salon hair care products.  

accessories for children all at affordable prices. 

apparel retailer. The Atlas Park location will offer the newest styles 
for both men and women. 

-
wear retailer. The company’s mission is to be the first choice for bud-
get-conscious consumers who shop for shoes and accessories. 

franchise, Auntie Anne’s mixes, twists and bakes pretzels to golden 

-
ries. These family-friendly programs started last year and this year 

between.   
The Shops at Atlas Park currently features more than 375,000 

square feet of retail and office space, anchors Regal Cinemas and 
New York Sports Club, and retailers and restaurants including For-

Grill, Starbucks, J. Jill, Johnny Rockets and White House - Black 
Market.

www.shopatlaspark.com
page: Facebook.com/ShopsatAtlasPark. 

The Shops at Atlas Park is owned and operated by Macerich 
-

-

States.
Macerich currently owns 56 million square feet of real estate 

consisting primarily of interests in 54 regional shopping centers. 
Macerich specializes in successful retail properties in many of the 

-
cant presence in California, Arizona, Chicago and the Greater New 
York Metro area. Additional information about Macerich can be ob-
tained from the Company’s website at www.macerich.com.

THE SHOPS AT ATLAS PARK 
ADDS BEAUTY RETAILER ULTA, 

OTHER NEW STORES

ADVERTORIAL
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NEW YORK RESTORATION PROJECT
SPRING 2014 TREE GIVEAWAYS

lead sponsors lead partners supporting 
sponsor

MAY 2014

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO RESERVE YOUR FREE TREE 
VISIT WWW.NYRP.ORG/TREEGIVEAWAYS

Pick up your free tree! In partnership with community
organizations, NYRP is giving away trees. NYC residents can pick 
up a free tree and learn how to plant and care for them. 

To reserve your free tree, register online at www.nyrp.org/
treegiveaways

• Date & time subject to change; check online before attending a 
giveaway.

• Registration will be posted no earlier than three weeks before a 
giveaway date. 

• Limited quantities will be available for walk-ups on a first-come first-
served basis.

May 10//10:00am-12:00pm
19th St. and Hoyt Avenue N., Astoria 
Parking Lot under the Triboro Bridge

May 11//9:30pm-11:30pm
108-23 Jewel Ave., Forest Hills
GreenStar Hub

May 17//10:00am-12:00pm
196-20 Union Tpke., Fresh Meadows
Friends of Cunningham Park

May 17//11:00am-1:00pm
3-17 26th Ave., Astoria
Build It Green! NYC-Queens

May 17//10:00am-12:00pm
196-20 Union Tpke., Fresh Meadows
Friends of Cunningham Park

May 18//1:00pm-3:00pm
Queens Boulevard and 70th Avenus, 
MacDonald Park, Forest Hills
Four Borough Neighborhood 
Preservation Alliance 

May 18//12:00pm-2:00pm
53-21 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
HarborLAB

May 18//10:00am-12:00pm
39-76 58th Street., St. Sebastian 
School Parking Lot
Woodside Neighborhood Alliance

THE ONE TO KNOW

OIL HEATfor

1.855.206.4283   
petro.com

CALL NOW FOR
SPECIAL OFFERS!

HEATING OIL   |   NATURAL GAS   |   AIR CONDITIONING   |   PLUMBING   |   GENERATORS   |   HOME SECURITY

1Rate information as of 04/28/14. The payment on a $200,000 30-year Conforming Fixed Rate Loan 
at 4.38% and 95% loan-to-value (LTV) is $998.57 with no points due at closing. The estimated Annual 
Percentage Rate (APR) is 4.44%. Payment does not include private mortgage insurance, taxes, insurance 
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A house. A home. A place of your own.

Call (866) 789-7878 ���	��	�����������M	
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30-YEAR FIXED RATE MORTGAGE1
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4.38%
APR

%4.44
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BY BILL PARRY
  
The MTA was still in-

vestigating what caused 
the fracture to a rail found 
under a F express train in 
Woodside last Friday that 
went off the track and in-
jured 19 of the nearly 1,000 
passengers aboard. Ten 
patients were treated at 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 
and have since been re-
leased, according to a hos-
pital spokeswoman.

The transportation 
agency  is conducting a 
search for all the rails used 
from a batch sent from a 
longtime supplier.

Work crews worked 
all weekend to repair the 
stretch of tracks just south 
of Broadway and 65th 
Street in time for Monday’s 
morning rush.

On Tuesday, inspec-
tors found another bro-
ken rail, this one on the 
F train’s Jamaica-bound 
express track just north of 

36th Street in Astoria. The 
express trains had to be re-
routed to the local line un-
til normal service resumed 
Wednesday morning, ac-
cording to the MTA.

The agency is review-
ing its records in order 
to locate each of the 39-
foot steel rails that were 
shipped from ArcelorMit-
tal, a Pennsylvania-based 
manufacturer that has sup-
plied the city transit system 
for decades.

“Out of an abundance 
of caution we are looking 
for all of the rails from that 
shipment that was deliv-
ered in December. They are 
scattered throughout the 
system. We’ve seen no in-
dication of a problem with 
any of the rails we have 
found from that shipment. 
Of the ones we have found, 
we see no indication of a 
problem with them,” MTA 
spokesman Adam Lisberg 
said. 

He added that the 

agency has not concluded 
that a broken rail caused 
the derailment and that the 
rail was sent to a lab.

“All we know for sure 
is that a broken rail was 
found under the derailed 
train,” Lisberg said. “We 

won’t know if it was the 
cause of the derailment un-
til the scientists have com-
pleted their analysis.”

 The rail was installed 
in February to replace an-
other rail that was found to 
be cracked during a routine 

inspection.
Twice a week, crews 

inspect all 660 miles of 
track throughout the entire 
subway system, according 
to the MTA.

Rail problems were not 
solely in the subway system. 
The Long Island Rail Road 
experienced delays in both 
directions on the Port Jef-
ferson branch Wednesday 
morning. A broken rail was 
discovered at the Flushing-
Main Street station and 
needed to be replaced.

Meanwhile, the F train 
was found to have the most 
subway delays last year, ac-
cording to a study released 
by the Straphangers Cam-
paign Tuesday. There were 
326 real-time incident alerts 
sent to F line riders in 2013, 
28 more than the second-
place No. 4 train, according 
to the study.

The MTA issues alerts 
electronically in real time 
to more than 90,000 sub-
way subscribers, warning 

riders of incidents that re-
sult in significant service 
delays. The study looked 
at “controllable” delays 
deemed under MTA New 
York City Transit’s control.

All incidents of sick 
passengers and police ac-
tivity were eliminated from 
the analysis. The study 
found that systemwide the 
number of delays had in-
creased by 35 percent in 
two years with 3,998 alerts 
issued in 2013.

The numbers were 
compared to the 2,967 
alerts in 2011, results from 
2012 were not used because 
of the effects of Hurricane 
Sandy.

Gene Russianoff, staff 
attorney for the Straphang-
ers Campaign, said, “The 
increase in alerts is a trou-
bling sign that subway ser-
vice is deteriorating.”

The MTA believes the 
increase in alerts is due to 
an increase in staff and bet-

Nineteen riders were injured during Friday’s F train derailment in 
Woodside. Photo by Bill Parry

MTA searching for fl awed rails after F derails

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Continued on Page 53
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Stroke is an emergency!
Learn how to act fast.  

Get a FREE stroke risk assessment 
right here in Queens.

Tuesday, May 20th between  
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. at  

New York Hospital Queens.

Stroke is the #4 killer in the United States and is the leading cause 
of adult disability. What can you do to stop it?  

Start by signing up for our FREE stroke risk assessment to  
see if you are at risk for having a stroke. 

You could be at risk and not know it! Learn the signs and symptoms 
of having a stroke including facial droop, arm weakness or slurred 

speech* and get expert advice on how to reduce your risk now. 
As a designated stroke center, we are offering this stroke  

risk assessment and lectures for free in the  
Lang Lobby and Auditorium:  

You must register in advance to attend.
Call 800-282-6684 now.

*If you experience any of these symptoms call 911 immediately.  

Learn about stroke in 2014
Edward Chai, M.D.

Director, Division of Neurology and Stroke Services

Statins to prevent stroke occurrence
Paul Magda, M.D.
Stroke Neurologist
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
A rent freeze for New 

York City’s 1 million rent-
regulated apartments has 
been a tenet of Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s administration 
and, if a city board votes 
next month as it did Mon-
day, the mayor’s vision 
could become reality.

A reality at least for 
renters choosing one-year 
leases.

The city Rent Guide-
lines Board, which decides 
how much those living in 
rent-regulated apartments 
pay, specified that ten-
ants under one-year leases 
would pay zero percent to 3 
percent more rent.

Those choosing two-
year leases would pay 
0.5 percent to 4.5 percent 
more.

The board approved 
the rental proposal by an 
8-1 vote.

“We have a vote today 
which includes the poten-
tial for a rent freeze in a 
one-year lease that not only 
the tenants voted for, but 
we got a landlord rep to 
vote for it,” said Harvey Ep-
stein, a tenant representa-
tive on the board. “This is 

a historic moment in New 
York City.”

“This is outrageous,” 
said Jack Freund, vice 
president of the Rent Stabi-
lization Association, which 
represents some 25,000 
owners and managers of 
rent-regulated housing.  
“There will be dis-invest-
ments on a massive scale. 
Owners are not going to 
be able to maintain decent 
living conditions for their 
housing. There will be less 
affordable housing.”

The state Department 
of Housing and Community 
Renewal said that in 2012 
there were 144,000 rent-
stabilized apartments and 
5,000 rent-controlled apart-

ments in the borough.
De Blasio had cam-

paigned on a pledge to freeze 
rents and he appointed six 
new members to the board, 
including a new chairman, 
Rachel Godsil,

Between now and June 
23, when a final vote will be 
taken at a meeting at Coo-
per Union in Manhattan, 
the Rent Guidelines Board 
will hold a series of public 
hearings, including one at 5 
p.m. June 23 at Queens Bor-
ough Hall.

The Rent Guidelines 
Board has never autho-
rized a rent freeze or rent 
rollback since the unit was 
established in 1969.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

The Udalls  Cove Pres-
ervation Committee gath-
ered about 100 volunteers 
representing several com-
munity organizations last 
weekend to take part in its 
45th annual cleanup of the 
30-acre wetland that spans 
Little Neck and Douglas-
ton.

Volunteers met at the 
Aurora Pond section of the 
park to begin the yearly 
spring cleaning, which the 
UCPC has organized every 
year since 1969 as a way 
of getting the nature area 
ready for visitors again af-
ter the winter.

Those who pitch in 
spend the day combing 
through every section of 
the park, clearing litter 
that washed onto the shore 
of the cove or was left be-
hind by people who visited 
during the winter months.

Many of the volunteers 
who turn out to help each 
year are affiliated with civ-
ic and community groups, 
and a good portion of them 
are children.

Walter Mugdan, presi-
dent of the Udalls Cove 
Preservation Committee, 
said he is always delighted 
to have youngsters join in.

“We want to inspire 
them to be attentive,” he 
said, “to take care of their 
environment.”

Mugdan said that when 
the organized cleanups 
first began decades ago, the 
volunteers would target the 
areas of the park that were 
most in need of some spring 

cleaning attention.
But since the event 

has gotten so popular and 
now has support from so 
many people throughout 
northeast Queens, the an-
nual cleaning now extends 
throughout the entire cove 
as volunteers spread out to 
make sure they cover all ar-
eas of the wetlands.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) was one of sev-
eral elected officials who 
came out to this year’s 
cleanup Saturday, and he 
offered his thanks to the 
large crowd of volunteers 
before they began their 
day’s work.

“When you think 
about what this was years 
ago and the changes that 
have been made, it’s amaz-
ing and it’s really made a 
difference,” Avella said of 
the annual event.

The senator also made 
an announcement that 
brought joy to those who 
cherish the nearby green-
space — the allocation of 
$20,000 in the state budget 

adopted last month that 
will pay for a variety of 
projects that the preserva-
tion committee has had its 
eye on for a while.

Mugdan said one thing 
the board of directors could 
choose to do with the money 
is to remove the remnants 
of old abandoned boats that 
have sat on the shore of the 
Virginia Point section of 
the park since the closing 
of what used to be a marina 
in the 1960s.

He said the commit-
tee has also discussed the 
possibility of constructing 
a foot path off the edge of 
Aurora Pond, on the side 
opposite of the road, which 
many Long Island Rail 
Road passengers use after 
leaving the train station 
even though there is no 
real path to follow.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) also 
turned out to clean up the 
cove last week, saying he 
is a frequent visitor to the 
park and is proud of what it 
represents. He stressed the 
importance of keeping New 
York City’s greenspaces 
clean and thanked the com-
munity for their hard work 
year after year.

“If someone blind-
folded you and dropped 
you here in this park, you 
would never know you’re in 
New York City, but a park 
like this doesn’t just hap-
pen,” Braunstein said. “It 
takes a whole community 
to preserve a space like this 
and I couldn’t be prouder to 
represent such a beautiful 
park.”

Volunteers set out to clean up 
Udalls Cove on Saturday. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

Community helps beautify park 
at annual Udalls Cove cleanup

Rent Guidelines Board sees 
possibility of zero percent

For Information and Tickets
Please Visit

tickets.newyorkredbulls.com
or Call 1-877-727-6223

www.internationalsoccerpromoters.com
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INTERNATIONAL SOCCER PROMOTERS
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The Rent Guidelines Board voted in favor of some of the lowest 
rent increases for rent-stabilized apartments, like ones in this 
Bayside building on 43rd Avenue, in the agency’s history.
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Classes offered:
Musical Theater ~ Jazz ~ Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~ Tap

Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Stretch & Strengthening ~ Improvisation ~ Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing

Acrobatics ~ Zumbatonic ~ Latin Dance ~ Mommy & Me ~ Combo Classes

All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes ~ Special Needs Classes

NEW Drama & Voice Lessons

132–11A 14th Avenue, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

AAccr

~ Tap~ Ta

~ Breakdancingkdkdadaanccingncciningng

aasssseess

Registration Has Begun!!!
Registration Hours: Mon - Thurs 4pm-9pm, Fri 4pm-8pm & Sat 9am-3pm
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Candidates aspiring 

to get out from under the 
shadow of the Weprin po-
litical family may find it 
stretches pretty far.

In his bid to challenge 
state Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows), 
eastern Queens 
activist and at-
torney Ali Najmi 
has lined up some 
early support from a pair of 
politicos with longstanding 
ties to the incumbent and 
his brother, City Council-
man Mark Weprin (D-Oak-
land Gardens).

One of the backers to 
lend his name is former 
Harlem City Councilman 
Robert Jackson, but that 
initial support turned luke-
warm following a text mes-
sage from the councilman.

Jackson, who worked 
closely with both brothers 

during his 12 years on the 
Council, is listed as a mem-
ber of the host committee 
for a May 19 fund-raiser in 
Manhattan for Najmi’s run 
at the state Legislature.

The first-time candi-
date has not announced 

which seat he is 
running for, but 
numerous sourc-
es have confirmed 
he has his sights 
set on David We-
prin’s. 

Najmi declined to com-
ment.

Jackson said the po-
litical upstart asked for his 
support during an event 
aimed at getting Muslim 
candidates involved in 
their local political clubs, 
but at the time he was un-
aware Najmi intended to 
challenge the elder Weprin.

“I thought he was 
running against possibly 
a woman. I know he has a 
campaign and was consid-

ering a run for Assembly. 
I got a text from Mark We-
prin,” he said. “Basically 
it said, ‘Hey, did you know 
Ali may be running against 
David for Assembly?’”

“I didn’t know the par-
ticular details,” he added.

Jackson, who is vying 
for a Harlem state Senate 
seat, said his position on 
the committee should not 
be misconstrued as an en-
dorsement and he was non-
committal when asked if 
he would be attending the 

fund-raiser.
“I believe it’s on my 

schedule,” he said. “I’m 
busy right now running a 
Senate race. That’s impor-
tant for me.”

Jackson is not the only 
host with ties to the We-
prins who was recruited by 
Najmi in what is shaping 
up to be a highly personal 
contest.

Another name to ap-
pear on the flier for the 
event is that of Rob Mi-
raglia, an attorney and 
political consultant who 
previously worked as a leg-
islative aide at the Council 
to David Weprin and then 
as counsel to Mark Weprin 
when the two swapped seats 
in 2010.

Miraglia’s law office 
declined to comment.

Najmi and Miraglia 
have connections to the We-
prins that go beyond their 
staff positions.

Najmi is president 

of the Eleanor Roosevelt 
Regular Democratic Club, 
where Mark is the district 
leader.

Miraglia was formerly 
a sergeant-at-arms at the 
Saul Weprin Democratic 
Club, named for the broth-
ers’ father and late Assem-
bly speaker, where David 
Weprin is the district lead-
er.

The assemblyman ran 
unopposed for a second 
term in Albany in 2012 af-
ter the 24th District was 
redrawn to include the di-
verse communities in the 
Richmond Hill area.

The incumbent said 
his record speaks for itself.

“I’ve done a very good 
job representing the new 
Assembly district, par-
ticularly the South Asian 
community, which I guess 
is the community [Najmi] 
comes out of,” he said. “I be-
lieve in the Democratic pro-
cess and everybody should 

have the right to run. I feel 
pretty confident in my own 
record. I think we’ll do very 
well in any Democratic pri-
mary.”

With talk of a possible 
challenge ramping up, We-
prin rolled out a handful of 
endorsements in late March 
from a quartet of South 
Asian advocacy groups, 
and he plans to open a sec-
ond district office in the 
heart of Richmond Hill 
early next month.

Najmi worked with the 
South Asian/West Indian 
advocacy group SEVA to 
advocate for the 2012 re-
districting. And while the 
demographics may make 
a South Asian candidate 
more plausible, he is still 
facing tough odds challeng-
ing an incumbent, let alone 
one with the last name We-
prin.

Ali Najmi (l.) has enlisted anoth-
er northeast Queens politico 
with ties to the Weprins in his 
bid for the state Legislature.

Eastern Queens Muslim eyes Assemblyman Weprin’s seat
Attorney Ali Najmi tries to enlist support for run despite incumbent’s deep roots in Dem circles
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We’ll help you leverage the value of your home with competitive rates and personal attention 
you �ust won’t �nd at �igger �an�s� �t �side	 you’re a mem�er	 not a num�er� 
ome say hello� 

Qside Home Equity Loans 

Home Equity 
Loan 

4.25%
Fixed Rate, 
5-Year Term 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

3.75%
Variable Rate 

HELOC

��R� ��R�

� Rates applicable to all credit scores

� No prepayment penalties 

� Re�nancing and pre-approval available

� No points, application fees, 
transaction fees or annual fees

THE L�T 
�RE�T �E�L

IN NYC 
RE�L ET�TE

�is�o�e� t�e �ene�ts o	 Qside  
Home Equity Loans at QsideFCU.org.

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
Rates subject to change without notice. Not all borrowers will qualify. 
Visit website for complete list of rates. Terms and restrictions apply. 

AMERICAN 
SPRING FLING II

Join us to Celebrate America and the American 
Service Men & Women and Raise Funds for the 
2014 Whitestone Memorial Day Parade

AMERICAN LEGION HALL
10-20 Clintonville St., Whitestone, NY 11357

Saturday, May 17, 2014,  
7:30pm to 12:00pm

 $35 per person
Includes music, buffet dinner with wine, draft beer  
or soda. Cash Bar for bottle beer or mixed drinks.

Call the Post at 718.767.4323 for tickets

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER GROUP

salutes the work of 
V ISIONS

Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired on the occasion of their 

30th Annual Luncheon and Awards Ceremony
Congratulations to the 2014 Honorees and Award Winners

Edward Burns, Dr. Sandra Delson, Paul G. D’Onofrio, AIA, LEED AP
Susan Healy, Daniel J. Leone, Paul Nappi, Dr. Ira J. Udell, M.D.

Dr. William G. Wolff, M.D., Rotary Club of Flushing, NY

For information call Ruth Schlossman at Visions 212-625-1616 ext. 114
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

Oversized
Barbecue Mitt**

*Ask us for further information with
regard to interest rates,  terms & conditions. 

**Quantities Limited – Styles May Vary – 
Limit 3 Vacation Clubs Per Person.

Terms and Rates
subject to change without notice.

– PLEASE ADVISE US IF YOU
CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS –

Open a newVacation Club
or make a deposit to an

existing Vacation Club at
Maspeth Federal Savings

and receive interest* plus an:

Vacation Clubs are
available in weekly amounts
of $5, $10, $15, $20 and $30.
Don’t throw away your old

Vacation Club
passbook–it can be used again,

a new one is not necessary.

Vacation Club
2014
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Photos by Ken Maldonado 

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Christina Santucci 
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For more information visit www.TheTheatreAtWestbury.com • Box Office Open Mon.-Sat. 12:30PM-5:30PM

GRAIG
FERGUSON
THIS SUNDAY 7PM!

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 12SATURDAY AUGUST 16SUNDAY AUGUST 10 SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29

SATURDAY JUNE 21 WEDNESDAY JUNE 25

FRIDAY AUGUST 29

SUNDAY JUNE 29

SAT. MAY 17 • 1PM & 4PMFRIDAY MAY 16 FRIDAY MAY 23

THE WHISPERS
JEFFREY OSBORNE
SAT. NIGHT!

SUNDAY AUGUST 17 SATURDAY AUGUST 23 WEDNESDAY AUGUST 27SUNDAY JULY 13 • 7PM

SUNDAY SEPT. 14 SAT. SEPT. 20 • 7PM FRI. & SAT. SEPT 26-27 SATURDAY OCTOBER 11
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Play   
    Dine&
ON US!  
Join Today & Earn FREE Play
 

 

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in free 

play and a $10 dining voucher. 
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up 

and redeem for your rewards!

Sign up as a Genting Rewards
member andmember and rreceieceivve $15 in fe $15 in frree ee

play and a $10 diningaa voucher.rr
Simply earn 25 points on the day aa of sign up

em for ff your rewards!

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

Simply earn 25 points 
and redee

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take     or Q37.  
Locate Your Free Shuttle: www.RWRedExpress.com

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY.
24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369)

This past Saturday May 3, The 
Shops at Atlas Park in Glendale hosted 
a spring fashion show. The event 
included two shows at 1pm and 2pm 
featuring the spring lines of 11 of their 
stores. 15 professional models wore 
accessories and clothing from the 

following popular stores; Forever 21, 
Charlotte Russe, White House Black 
Market, Gymboree, J.Jill, Chico’s, 
Maidenform, Claire’s, Momo’s, Laila 
Rowe, The Time Store. Hundreds of 
people flocked to this great event at 
The Shops at Atlas Park.

FASHION SHOW
AT



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Mercedes C280, 120k 4641 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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SAVINGS & SELECTION
FIND A WHOLE LOT OF

AT MAJOR WORLD!AT MAJOR WORLD!
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WE PREFER TO 

FOCUS ON THE 

COMMUNITY, AND YES, 

THAT MEANS 
YOU .

• rate discounts
• low down payment options
• in-person pre-qualifying

Get started today.
Call Manual Valcarcel 347-242-4258
(NMLS ID 254851) or 
Barbara Mongiello 347-527-3696 
(NMLS ID 646649), visit a branch or 
WWW.RIDGEWOODBANK.COM

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

licit chaplains of diverse 
backgrounds. She said this 
practice did not set an ap-
propriate tone for citizens 
who came to petition their 
government on personal is-
sues and town business.

Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) praised 
the ruling, saying it “ac-
knowledged the fact that 

we as a government get our 
authority and our power to 
serve our constituents from 
a higher power.”

Both Ulrich and Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) said they were in 
favoring of having leaders 
of various faiths give in-
vocations at Council meet-
ings.

Crowley said in a state-
ment she “accepts the use 
of prayer during public 
meetings as long as every 
religion and faith is offered 

an equal chance to partici-
pate.”

Elected officials 
seemed less sure of how 
the city handles prayers 
at community board and 
police precinct council 
meetings, which often are 
citizens’ first stop in get-
ting involved with issues in 
their community. 

Borough President 
Melinda Katz said she did 
not believe any community 
boards in Queens included 
prayers at their meetings.

ket for those with a limited 
income and offer relief to 
homeowners struggling to 
pay their mortgage.

“The mayor followed 
up on his campaign prom-
ises,” Goldsman said. “We 
are very excited to work 
with the mayor on continu-
ing to research the issues 
and come up with a creative 
solution.”

A report BASE re-

leased in conjunction with 
Pratt Center for Commu-
nity Development in 2008 
notes that nearly 40 percent 
of all new housing built 
in the four outerboroughs 
between 2000 and 2005 is 
believed to have been cre-
ated without going through 
processes mandated by the 
city.

Researchers said 
Queens has the most un-
regulated housing. The re-
port ranked neighborhoods 
by their stake in the illegal 
home market, with South 
Jamaica and Hollis coming 

in third in the city after the 
Castle Hill-Soundview sec-
tion and Eastchester-Wood-
lawn areas in the Bronx. 
, Queens Village and Bel-
lerose were ranked fifth; , 
Kew Gardens, Richmond 
Hill and Woodhaven sixth; 
and South Ozone Park and 
Howard Beach seventh.

The report noted that 
taking a census of the ille-
gal housing market is dif-
ficult because tenants may 
face eviction and homeown-
ers can be fined up to $1,000 
a day or $25,000 total for un-

Continued from Page 10 

Prayer

Continued from Page 9 

Apartments
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A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION MAY 9-15, 2014

Women graduates can take control of careers
M

ore females are gradu-
ating from college than 
ever before, but does gen-
der still play a role in ca-

reer success? Does the so-called 
glass ceiling still exist? The truth 
is females face unique consider-
ations when it comes to growing 
and navigating a career.

Rachel Thomas, president of 
leanin.org, still remembers her 
first negotiation. Heart pound-
ing and palms sweaty, she sat 
across the table from her boss-to-
be armed with tips from her dad 
and a nervous smile. She ended up 
with a salary increase so modest, 
she said, “I could barely afford an 
extra tank of gas each pay cycle.”

Many negotiations and years 

later, it finally dawned on Thomas 
that her dad gave her bad advice. It 
turns out that what works for men 
in the workplace often doesn’t 
work for women.

It’s critical that young wom-
en learn how to manage their 
careers as women. Yet they often 
don’t have access to the right in-
formation. For example, search 
for “negotiation” in the books cat-
egory on amazon.com, and you’ll 
find nine out of the Top 10 books 
were written by men. A co-ed 
writing team penned the 10th.

Yet seemingly small, missed 
opportunities can significantly 
affect a woman’s bank account 
and career trajectory. Women 
are four times less likely to ne-

gotiate than men. Now consider 
the difference between a woman 
who accepts a $25,000 starting sal-
ary and a man who negotiates for 
$5,000 more: When they’re 60, the 
man will have made $361,171 more 
in salary. And it’s not just about 
money. According to one recent 
study, employees who negotiate 
are promoted 17 months earlier 
than those who don’t.

“Lean In for Graduates,” the 
new edition of Facebook COO 
Sheryl Sandberg’s best-selling 
book series “Lean In,” offers re-
cent graduates practical advice 
for choosing a path, finding a job, 
negotiating a first salary, and po-
sitioning themselves for success 
at work all through the lens of 

gender. Here are three tips taken 
from the book that all graduates, 
especially women, should know 
as they transition from school to 
the workplace:

Adopt the mantra 
Proceed and be bold

Being bold is especially im-
portant for women because they 
often fear putting themselves out 
there. 

“Men will apply for jobs if 
they think they meet just 60 per-
cent of the job requirements, 
while women will apply only if 
they think they meet all of them,” 
Thomas said. 

Now who’s got a better chance 
of getting that job, the man who 

applies for it or the woman who 
doesn’t?

Adopt the same principle 
for opportunities at work. Let 
your manager know you’re inter-
ested in stretch assignments and 
keep your eyes open for projects 
that will allow you to make your 
mark. Shift from thinking “I’m 
not ready to do that” to thinking 
“I want to do that, and I’ll learn by 
doing it.”

Negotiate wisely
“You won’t get what you don’t 

ask for, so make it a rule to nego-
tiate,” Thomas said. “But before 
you do, understand how stereo-
types impact negotiations.” 

Continued on Page 36
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Saturday, May 17 at 1 pm
High School Summer Workshops   July 7 - 25    July 28 - August 15  
Audio Recording, Filmmaking, Guitar, Musical Theatre, Vocal Ensembles  
 
College Summer Classes  June 2 – August 21
New & Transfer Students Welcome • Affordable Tuition    

Summer Graduate Classes  June 30 - August 21     
One, Two & Four Week Classes • New & Transfer Students Welcome     

15

Magazine Names

One of the Top 35 
   Music Business Programs 

     in the United States 

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Research shows that 
we expect men to be as-
sertive and look out for 
themselves, so there’s little 
downside when they advo-
cate on their own behalf. In 
contrast, we expect women 
to be communal and col-
laborative, so when they 
advocate for themselves, we 
often react unfavorably.

One strategy to com-
bat this, Thomas said, is to 
use communal language.

As she explains, “wom-
en get better results when 
they emphasize a concern 
for organizational relation-
ships.” 

For example, you 
might say, “If I join the 
team, I will do my best to 
contribute to its success. 
It’s important that my sal-
ary reflects the education 
and skills that will enable 
me to do this.”

Sit at the table
It can be hard to feel 

confident when you’re just 
starting your career, and 
research shows it’s even 
harder for women. Wom-
en tend to underestimate 
their performance, while 
men tend to overestimate 
theirs.

“It’s difficult to change 
the way you feel, but you 
can change the way you 
think and act,” Thomas 
said. 

When you walk into 
a meeting feeling inse-
cure, remind yourself that 
you’ve earned your posi-
tion. Then take a seat at the 
table, raise your hand, and 
surprise yourself. “When 
you push past your insecu-
rities and go for it, you gain 
more confidence, which 
leads to more opportuni-
ties,” Thomas said.

The common thread in 
all of these tips is go for it. 
When you see an opportu-
nity, imagine what success 
looks like for you and lean 
in to it. 

Continued from Page 35 

Graduates

www.Timesledger.com

P
arents and kids 
alike sigh with re-
lief at the end of 
another successful 

school year. Yet years of 
studies show that sum-
mer “brain drain” is a real 
phenomenon, and where 
kids are intellectually at 
the end of one school year 
isn’t always where they 
are when they begin a new 
one. Over the summer, the 
average student loses more 
than two months of grade-
level equivalency in math 
skills.

Luckily, parents have 
somewhere to turn with 
the successful implemen-
tation of children’s enrich-
ment programs, shifting 
your summer breaks into 
learning opportunities.

“Summer is an ideal 
time for children to build 
on their math and science 
skills instead of losing 
them, which is known as 
the ‘summer slide,’” says 

Michelle Cote, founder and 
creative director of Bricks 
4 Kidz, a group of fran-
chised learning centers. 

Summer camps with 
an emphasis on STEM 
(science, technology, engi-
neering and math) allow 
children to collaborate 
with their peers, teaching 
teamwork and organiza-
tion while enhancing self-
esteem and improving fine 
motor skills.

Parents looking for a 
way to combat the unfor-

tunate educational losses 
have been encouraged by 
the growth of enrichment 
programs and the pool 
of talented instructors. 
Teachers who also have a 
summer break are flock-
ing to these programs 
where they are given the 
freedom to be creative, 
teaching the way that they 
have always imagined.

“We all enjoy the sum-
mer when we can help our 
students grow in much 
more inventive ways, elic-

iting the visions of our 
young scientists, engineers 
and architects through 
enrichment camps,” says 
Gracia Merrill, a 12-year 
education veteran, just two 
months shy of her master’s 
in education.

Summer months are 
an excellent time for kids 
to not only fill learning 
gaps but also get ahead of 
the curve for the upcom-
ing year. 

“The models that the 
children build spark in-
terest in science and math 
organically as they inves-
tigate ways to change gear 
ratios  making models go 
faster or slower, forces in 
motion, engineering con-
cepts and the principles 
behind them,” says Cote. 
“It is the hands-on learn-
ing they miss out on dur-
ing the school year while 
gaining STEM-based 
knowledge simply by at-
tending camp.”

Avoid brain drain this summer
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FOCUS ON EDUCATION
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PUSH BOUNDARIES

Do you have the courage to 
question? The drive to experi-
ment? The will to change? At 
LaGuardia Community College, 
we challenge expectations and 
dare to do more so that students 
can write their own futures and 
make better lives for themselves 
and for their families. Our stu-
dents are native New Yorkers, 
as well as immigrants from over 
160 countries who speak more 
than 120 native languages. At 
LaGuardia, over 60,000 students 
of all ages and abilities develop 
the knowledge, skills and con-
fidence to move toward a better 
life while receiving a high-qual-
ity education at one of the lowest 
tuitions in New York.

LaGuardia has more than 50 

majors and certificate programs, 
including business manage-
ment and finance, biology, envi-
ronmental science, nursing and 
other healthcare professions, 
computers and technology, lib-
eral arts, veterinary technol-
ogy, paralegal studies and more 
– that will prepare you for a well-
paying job, and/or transfer to top 
four-year colleges. 

We offer affordable tuition, 
and can help you secure scholar-
ships and financial aid based on 
eligibility. Our convenient loca-
tion – we’re close to major sub-
way lines and bus routes – day, 
evening and weekend classes, 
and childcare program make it 
possible to hold down a job and 
raise children while attending 

college. 
At LaGuardia, dedicated fac-

ulty and staff will work closely 
with you as you develop critical 
thinking and academic success 
skills that will help you achieve 
your goals and fulfill your po-
tential no matter where you are 
in your life. Upon graduation, 
LaGuardia students’ lives are 
transformed as family income in-
creases 17%; LaGuardia students 
transfer to four-year colleges at 
twice the national average.

LaGuardia’s tutoring and 
mentoring resources, GED 
classes, and veteran services 
support students at all levels of 
learning. Our award winning 
first-year programs will give you 
a head start in your college expe-

rience. Through special classes, 
workshops and seminars, you 
will learn the fundamentals of 
time management, how to im-
prove your study skills and how 
to overcome test anxiety. 

LaGuardia is nationally rec-
ognized as one of the top three 
large community colleges. At La-
Guardia, we imagine new ideas 
and create new curriculum that 
not only help students improve 
their lives, but also make our 
community and our country 
stronger. Welcome to LaGuardia. 
Welcome to taking charge. 

Located in Long Island City in 
Queens, LaGuardia is part of City 
University of New York (CUNY).  
For more information go to www.
laguardia.edu

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

LaGuardia Community College: What If?
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222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO APPLY FOR FALL 2014!

qcc.cuny.edu/admissions

Private, nonprofit four-year 
colleges and universities 

$30,094*
Average U.S. tuition & fees per year 

* Source: The College Board

  

$4,540*
Tuition & fees per year 

* New York State residents

 

$$4,5540*
Tuuition & feees per year

* New York State 
SAVE

MORE!

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Children are energetic 
learners, trying to make 
sense of the world around 
them. One of the most im-
portant activities to help a 
child stretch his mind, es-
pecially in the early years, 
is reading. From birth to 
age 5, development in all 
areas of the brain is rapid, 
so it is especially important 
during this time that par-
ents make an intentional 
effort to integrate reading 
into a child’s daily routine. 
This practice helps mold 
your child into an active 
reader and establishes the 
foundational literacy skills 
he needs for future success 
in school and life.

“The first five years 
of life offer a critical win-
dow for brain development 
and learning,” said Anne-
Marie Fitzgerald, execu-
tive Director of Reach Out 
and Read, a national non-
profit whose pediatricians 

promote early literacy and 
school readiness to 4 mil-
lion children nationwide. 
“By reading aloud and talk-
ing to their children from 
birth, parents can play a 
key role in helping their 
little ones develop essen-
tial foundational language 
skills and eventually, ar-
rive at kindergarten ready 
to read, learn and succeed. 
Learning does not begin 
on the first day of school, it 
begins in the home with en-
gaged parents who take the 
time to share stories, words 
and a love of reading with 
their children.”

The economic impact 
of literacy

While picking up a 
book and reading to your 
child may seem like a sim-
ple act, many children miss 
this benefit. A 3-year-old 

child’s vocabulary should 
span about 600 words with 

80 percent intelligibility. 
This means that a person 

who has not previously 
heard this child speak can 

understand eight out of 
10 words. Providing chil-
dren with a solid founda-
tion in literacy skills not 
only equips them to thrive 
in the 21st century, it also 
affects our country’s abil-
ity to compete in the global 
workplace.

“The future of our 
children and our country 
depend on coordinated 
community efforts to pre-
pare all students in the 
U.S. to excel in a dynamic, 
global society,” says Jo 
Kirchner, president and 
CEO of Primrose Schools, 
a group of more than 270 
private preschools across 
the country. “Together 
we have a responsibility 
to step up to the challenge 
by pooling our knowledge, 
time, expertise and ideas to 
improve early literacy and 
education outcomes.”

Help young children learn how to love reading
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LATE PAGE

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Businesses in Bayside 
are gearing up for the 11th 
annual Taste of Bayside to 
be held next week, showcas-
ing the diverse food offer-
ings the area has to offer.

Hosted by the Bayside 
Business Association, the 
yearly event aims to feature 
food and beverages from 
some of the neighborhood’s 
best restaurants and bars, 
whether locally owned or 
part of a larger franchise. 
Many of the participating 
businesses are along Bell 
Boulevard, an area known 
to Queens residents for its 
wide selection of restau-
rants and bars.

“That’s obviously our 
claim to fame,” said Judy 
Limpert, president of the 
BBA. “People come from all 
over the city for the restau-
rants here.”

The event, to be held 
at the castle at Fort Totten 
Park, brings the business-
es together in one place 
for guests to sample what 
makes each restaurant 
unique. Owners were asked 
to choose a few of their sig-
nature dishes to show off 
for the night and will offer 
samples to customers who 
attend the Taste of Bayside.

This year’s event will 
include several local favor-
ites such as Bourbon Street, 
C.J. Sullivan’s, Donovan’s, 
Papazzio, Tequila Sunrise 
and Trattoria Thirty Five. 

Some specialty stores such 
as Cigars by Habana Hut 
will also be present at the 
festival.

“It’s a great way to 
have all the restaurants in 
Bayside all in one place,” 
Limpert said. “This way 
you can have sample tast-
ings and find out if you 
enjoy the food before going 
back for more.”

Aside from the food, 
the event will have music 
and raffles for a variety of 
prizes, including a gift cer-
tificate worth a dinner for 
two from each of the res-
taurants. Limpert said the 
event is also a good place 
to catch up with old friends 
around the neighborhood 
as well as make a few new 
ones.

“It’s also a very com-
munity-minded event,” she 
said. “You can get together 
with people, hang out for a 
few hours and have a lot of 

fun.”
There will be tables, 

Limpert said, so guests can 
sit down and enjoy the food 
instead of standing while 
tasting the samples.

The Taste of Bayside 
will be held from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Tuesday at the Castle 
at Fort Totten, at 422 Weav-
er Ave. Pre-sale tickets for 
the event are $35 each and 
include the cost of food and 
beverage samples, while 
any remaining tickets can 
also be purchased at the 
door for $40.

Limpert said the BBA 
is limiting tickets to 250 
guests this year to avoid 
overcrowding and be sure 
event-goers can enjoy them-
selves. Tickets can be pur-
chased through the BBA at 
baysideba.com.

“It’s always been a 
wonderful event, but this is 
going to be one of our best 
years,” Limpert said.

Mariachi Acapulco members (l.-r.) Giovanni Lemus and Jamie 
Quinonez perform at Taste of Bayside near the Cinco de Mayo’s 
table in 2011.

Bayside’s fi nest cuisine
to star at Totten event

Starts Friday, May 9 at Theatres Everywhere!
��������	��
�	�����	�����
����������������������
��

“Absolutely
Magical!”

AVI OFFER, NYC MOVIE GURU

RAY AND MENY ARE HERE!
$2 OFF Kid’s and Men’s Haircuts

Special-Needs Children are our Specialty!

UTOPIA BARBERSHOP.COM
 

(Across the street from Utopia Bagels)

FREE  
video games  
for kids while  

you wait
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BY ALLISON PLITT

Once again the streets of 
Long Island City will buzz with 
the sights and sounds of Queens 

musicians, dancers, actors and 
artists in the fourth annual LIC 
Arts Open. 

More than 250 creative types 
will take over 54 venues across 

the neighborhood, includ-
ing 160 artists’ open studios 
and 85 other planned events, 
during the five-day celebra-
tion beginning Wednesday. 

It started on a much 
smaller scale in 2011 when 
co-founders Kim Dimit, a 
sculptor, and Richard Maz-
da, artistic director of the 
Secret Theatre, decided to 
organize an art festival for 
their community. 

“Richard and I felt like 
the studios needed more 
publicity, needed to get a 
wider audience, but Rich-
ard felt like the other arts  
— the theater and the music 
— also needed a platform,” 
Dimit said.  “We wanted the 
artists to open up their stu-
dios, which always occurs 
during the weekend, but have a 
longer festival that also included 
performing arts.”

Although Dimit is not in-
volved in the administrative as-
pects of the festival, she continues 
to play a part.

“I still am involved with 
helping place artists in alterna-
tive spaces that we are given for 

the festival time,” she said.
Because there is limited gal-

lery space in Long Island City, 
many local businesses have vol-
unteered to serve as venues for 
the artists such as Coffeed Lab & 
Rostery, the Dorian Cafe, The Lo-
cal NYC Hotel as well as the Long 
Island City Academy of Music.

Some of the notable visual 

artists who will be display-
ing at the festival include 
photographer and World 
War II veteran Tony Vacca-
ro, emerging portraitist Stef 
Duffy and legendary sculp-
tor Joel Shapiro. Visual art-
ists throughout Long Island 
City will open their studios 
for visitors next weekend.  
BrickHouse Ceramic Art 
Center will be open for visi-
tors to see sculptors work, 
observe demonstrations of 
wheel throwing and shop in 
the studio store.

To help the Queens 
Council on the Arts’ “High 
School to Art School” pro-
gram, the festival will hold 
a fund-raiser.  Over 100 
artists will create original 
pieces for the festival with 

one thing in common — each will 
be confined to create artwork on 
a 10-inch-by-10-inch wood panel 
to be unveiled at the “10 Squared” 
exhibition at the Gotham Center.  
The works will be sold at a silent 
charity auction during the clos-
ing party.

Next weekend the Queens 

TimesLedger, May 9-15, 2014 Sudoku 42 
Crossword Puzzle 44 

Arts & Entertainment 47 
Guide to Dining 42 

Continued on Page 48

Karen Dimit’s multi-media piece (above) is ti-
tled “YinYang: Dance of Death.” Sunhwa Chung 
and Ko-Ryo Dance Theater (at top) will per-
form as part of the Long Island City Arts Open. 

Photos courtesy of Karen Dimit and Kokyat

OPENS 
UP FOR 
ARTISTS

Annual fi ve-day festival returns to neighborhood 
with performances, studio events and entertainment

Long Island City Long Island City 



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 9

-15
, 2

01
4  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
42

sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #72 Hard #72

W
eek 47                                                                           

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

SERVING BRUNCH & DINNER 

Rawbar
Seafood
Drinks

and More...
28-08 34th St. 

Astoria, NY 11103 

(718) 721-2112

www com

ENTRÉE (choice of one)
» Surf & Turf 
» Lamb Osso Buco
» Rib Eye Steak 
» Veal Scaloppini alla Ducale
» Red Snapper Marechiaro
» Swordfi sh Piccata

Ducale Ristorante Italiano
(718) 767-4699
12-53 150th Street 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Prix Fixe

$49.95
plus tax 

per person

Regular Menu Also Available
Reservations Recommended 
Not to be combined with any other offers/coupons. 
Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

APPETIZER (choice of)
» Chicken Orzo Soup 
» Baked Clams
» Fried Calamari
» Fresh Mozzarella Caprese
» Baby Arugula w/ 

Gorgonzola Cheese, 
Tomatoes

FIRST COURSE
» Lobster Ravioli w/

Vodka Sauce

All of the above served with mixed 
vegetables and potatoes. 

Includes One Glass of Champagne. 
Choice of Coffee or Tea. 

Choice of Cheesecake, Tiramisu, 
Spumoni or Tortoni

Mother's Day Menu
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Legendary Broadway 
actress Barbara Cook con-
tinues to serenade audienc-
es with her silvery soprano 
well into her sixth decade 
of performing, and has no 
plans of stopping. “Retire? 
Retire to what?” Cook said. 
“I love singing. And as long 
as I can do it, I will.”

Cook brings her act to 
the Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts at Queens College 
Saturday for an evening of 
tunes from Broadway and 
the great American song 
book. 

“They are mostly pop-
ular songs,” Cook said. “I’ll 
be doing ‘I Remember You,’ 
‘I’ve Got the World on a 
String’ and ‘Glory of Love.’ 
You know the one that goes, 
you’ve got to laugh a little, 
cry a little, until the clouds 
roll by a little. That’s the 
story of, that’s the glory of 
love.”

Cook had the world on 
a string in 1948 when she 
moved to New York City 
from her native Atlanta. 
She yearned to sing on 
Broadway, even though she 
had never seen a live theat-
rical performance before.

“It was from the mov-
ies,” Cook said. “I wanted 
to do shows with music, 
just like in all the movies 
I’d seen.”

It was not too long be-
fore Cook was on stage sing-

ing “I’m Just a Girl Who 
Can’t Say No” as Ado Annie 
in the 1951 City Center’s re-
vival of “Oklahoma!”

She returned to City 
Center in 1954 for another 
Rodgers and Hammerstein 
revival, playing Carrie Pip-
peridge in “Carousel.” This 
led to the role of Cunegonde 
in Leonard Bernstein’s 
“Candide” in 1956.

“Candide” was not a 
commercial success when 
it debuted, but Cook earned 
a lot of buzz from her show-
stopping rendition of “Glit-
ter and Be Gay.” It was also 
the part that branded her 
Broadway’s queen of the in-
genues — a title she charac-
terized as dubious at best.

“Yes, I’ve always been 
called an ingenue, but you 
know I did not play ingenue 
roles,” Cook said. “That 
was just something that 
was hanged on me.”

The following year, 
she created the iconic role 

of Marian the librarian in 
“The Music Man,” oppo-
site Robert Preston. One 
could argue that Marian 
was an ingenue, but she is 
constantly being reminded 
that, at least by turn-of-the-
20th-century standards, 
she was an old maid.

One of her favorite 
roles was most definitely 
not an ingenue but rather a 
widow with a young son in 
the 1960 City Center revival 
of “The King and I,” co-
starring Farley Granger. 

“It was a beautiful 
production at City Center,” 
Cook said. “I just loved it. 
We were not the likely peo-
ple to be cast in it.”

In between musicals, 
she stepped into a couple 
of non-singing roles in 
straight plays, includ-
ing the female lead, Patsy 
Newquist, in Jules Feiffer’s 
“Little Murders.”

“It was a good role,” 

Barbara Cook brings tuneful act to Flushing
‘The Music Man’ star swings into town with concert at Kupferberg Center for the Performing Arts

Legendary Broadway actress Barbara Cook performs at 
the Kupferberg Center for the Performing Arts Saturday. 

Photo courtesy Mike Martin Continued on Page 51

IF YOU GO
Barbara Cook 

When: Saturday, May 10, 
at 8 pm
Where: Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts at Queens 
College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $45 - $69
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, 
Noon to 10 pm

Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

We deliver 
Tue.–Sat.: 5pm–9:30pm

Sun.: 5pm–8:30pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway
Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

$7.50 MENU!
Tuesday–Friday 12pm–5:30pm 

SOUP AND SIDE HOUSE SALAD

ENTRÉE SALADS:

PASTA

FLATBREAD SANDWICH & SIDE HOUSE SALAD

SMALL PIZZA & SODA

NOW ACCEPTING 
RESERVATIONS FOR 

Mother’s Day!
SERVING BOTH FULL MENU 

AND SPECIAL MENU!
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Across
1. Sassy
6. Part of an E-mail address
9. Blows a gasket
14. "Santa ___": Caruso classic
15. Frat letter
16. Open
17. Pale with fright
18. Order between "ready" and "fire"
19. First name in hotels
20. "Lonesome" '50s-'60s variety 
show host
23. Barbecue offering
24. Coke's partner
25. Slap-happy trio?
27. Bloomberg's turf
32. Green Gables girl
33. Downed a sub, say
34. Quits
36. Unlit?
39. Aberdeen native
41. Traffic sign
43. Without a doubt
44. Foundation plant
46. Closes in on
48. Caesar, for one
49. Lions' prey
51. Decorator's samples
53. Slung mud at
56. Afghan coin
57. It fits in a lock
58. Gracie's mate
64. Senseless
66. Female rabbit
67. Humdinger
68. Inmate who's never getting out
69. Hoofer's leg
70. Evans or Ronstadt
71. Fills up
72. River to the North Sea
73. PC key

GOING GREENCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 9-15, 2014

By Ed Canty

Gorgeous Georges

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

T A C O S I T D R U N U P
B R A W L M A O A N I S E
S C E N E M I N T J U L E P
P O S S E A L O H A S

A U K T O R E A G R A
W A R P C U R S B R A D
A D S H O R S P O L A N D
I M A G I N E D E F E N S E
L I L A C S F E E T N O R
E R A S C U S P G Y M S
R E D O B A S S C O S

L A S S I E R O M P S
A L L I G A T O R A S I A N
S E I N E E N T M E T R O
P I P E S S S S P S H A W

Down
1. Mark for attention
2. Ploy
3. Canyon effect
4. ___ Club
5. Emotional problems
6. Move an icon
7. Buckeye State
8. Resting places
9. Deodorant choices
10. Hail, to Caesar
11. President who was a fighter pilot
12. Bert's pal
13. Uses a fork, perhaps
21. Drain
22. Airport posting: Abbr.
26. Lennon's in-laws
27. Low voice
28. Allergic reaction
29. "Some Like It Hot" co-star
30. Kind of cloth

31. Dueling implements
35. Deli side
37. Toledo's lake
38. Roulette bets
40. Sushi fish
42. Hang
45. Cookout staples
47. 5 o'clock shadow
50. Meet with
52. Tip off
53. Dirties
54. Craze
55. Caravan maker
59. Ramble
60. Things on rings
61. Go on and on
62. Hosiery shade
63. Top banana
65. Woman's bio word

PRODUCTIONS

“King Lear” — Titan Theatre 
Co. presents Shakespeare’s epic 
drama about an aging king and 
his three daughters. 
When: Through May 11
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 

Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (347) 738-5602
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“Allegro” — This Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical from 1947 
follows Joseph Taylor Jr., son 
of a small-town doctor, on his 

IT’S NO MYSTERY TO THEM

Douglaston Community Theatre Group actors Joe Pepe (l. to r.), Annette Daiell, Kelli Schmidt, 
Laurie Dentale, Gary Tifeld, Cathy Cosgrove, Marilyn Welsher and Dan Bubbeo make up the cast 
of the psychological thriller “Night Must Fall,” which runs at the Zion Episcopal Church through 
May 17. For tickets and information, check the group’s website at www.spotlightonstage.com/
dct.htm Photo courtesy of Michael Wolf

journey to adulthood. 
When: Through May 17, 
Thursday and Friday at 8 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/seniors 
and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Night Must Fall” — 
Douglaston Community 

Theatre Group presents the 
psychological thriller by Emlyn 
Williams, which tells the story 
of a bitter old woman, her niece 
and a handsome stranger. 
When: Through May 17
Where: Zion Episcopal Church 
Hall on Hall Street, Douglaston
Website: www.
spotlightonstage.com/dct.htm

Boogie Stomp! — Pianists Bob 
Baldori and Arthur Migliazza 
tell the story of boogie 
woogie, its origin, its ongoing 
development and how it relates 
to all of American music. 
When: May 8 to May 31
Where: Chain Theatre,21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $45/general, $95/VIP 
includes post-performance 
reception
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.com

“Peter Pan” — Travel with the 
“Boy Who Wouldn’t Grow Up” 
to Neverland in the musical 
version of James M. Barrie’s play 
presented by The Andrean Players. 
When: May 9 to May 17, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, and 
Sunday, May 18, at 4 pm
Where: St. Andrew Avelino 
Church, Northern Boulevard 
and 157th Street, Flushing
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com

“Moon Over Buffalo” — Ken 
Ludwig’s backstage comedy 

revolves around a not-so-
happily married couple 
performing “Cyrano de 
Bergerac” and “Private Lives” 
in repertory. 
When: May 9 to May 24, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Building T4, 
Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“We Women Do It Better!/
Nosotras Hacemos Mejor!” 
— This one-woman comedy 
focuses on a sexy, funny 
and adult workshop about 
professional growth as taught 
by an attractive psychologist. 
Performed in English by Kathy 
Tejada and in Spanish by 
Soledad Lopez. 
When: May 23 to June 29, 
Friday at 8 pm and Saturday 
at 3 pm in English, Saturday 
at 8 pm and Sunday at 4 pm in 
Spanish.
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $27, $25/seniors and 
students
Contact:(718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

AUDITIONS

“Gypsy” — Auditions for 
Rockaway Theatre Co.’s summer 
production take place in May. 

Bring a resume and headshot 
if available and come prepared 
to sing. 
When: Saturday, May 10, from 10 
am- 2 pm; and Monday, May 12, 
from 7 pm - 10 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Building T4, 
Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Contact: (718) 374-6400

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

St. Andrew Avellino Theatre 
Group — The Andrean 
Players in Flushing has been 
staging high-quality theater 
for half a century. It is now 
recruiting to fi ll various 
positions, including director, 
set-designer, choreographer, 
lighting and sound director. 
There are openings for make-
up, costumes, fund-raising, 
ticketing and refreshments.  
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com, put “support” in the 
subject line. Include contact 
information and how you might 
like to volunteer.
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

How do you solve a 
problem like “Allegro”?

Written by Oscar Ham-
merstein II and Richard 
Rodgers in 1947, “Allegro” 
follows the story of Joseph 
Taylor Jr. from the day of 
his birth in 1905 until he 
reaches 35 years old. 

Often cited as the first 
concept musical — one that 
does not follow a tradition-
al narrative — “Allegro” 
was unusual for the time 
period. The show utilizes 
the ensemble as a Greek 
chorus, who comment on 
the action directly to the 
characters and sometimes 
to the audience. There is no 
real set, just a few benches 
and chairs that are moved 
around the stage to repre-
sent various locations. And 
as originally directed by 
famed choreographer Ag-
nes de Mille, much of the 

story line is told through 
dance.

“Allegro” was Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s third 
collaboration, following 
“Oklahoma!” and “Carou-
sel,” and is generally con-
sidered a commercial and 
critical failure. 

Today theater his-
torians suggest the show 
flopped because it was 
ahead of its time. 

Now 67 years after its 
Broadway debut, a rare 
New York revival is on the 

boards at the Astoria Per-
forming Arts Center, and 
proves audiences may have 
finally caught up with the 
musical legends to a point. 

No longer ground-
breaking, “Allegro”’s struc-
ture is similar to Stephen 
Sondheim’s “Company,” 
or Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
“Cats,” where the story is 
less important than the 
themes. 

“Allegro” explores the 
consequences of the choices 
we make in life, and what 
does it mean to be truly 
happy. 

Joe Jr. is expected to 
follow in his father’s foot-
steps by studying medicine, 
then returning to his small 
hometown and helping with 
the family medical practice. 
And at first, that’s what Joe 
does, but that changes as 
his childhood sweetheart 
Jennie pushes him to ac-

Groundbreaking musical begins run in Astoria
Rarely seen Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein production ‘Allegro’ gets new life at the APAC

Mark Banik, as Joseph Taylor Jr., and the ensemble perform the title song from “Allegro” at the 
APAC. Photo courtesy Paul FoxContinued on Page 50

IF YOU GO
“Allegro”

When: Through May 17
Where: Astoria 
Performing Arts Center, 
30-44 Crescent St.
Cost: $18/adult, $12/
seniors and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org
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Museum revisits Warhol’s World’s Fair exhibit
BY SHANICE PUNNETT

It’s been 50 years since 
up-and-coming pop provo-
cateur Andy Warhol created 
a minor scandal at the 1964 
New York World’s Fair.

Warhol chose to enlarge 
mug shots from a New York 
Police Department booklet 
featuring the 13 most wanted 
criminals of 1962, as part of a 
set of public commissions for 
the Philip Johnson-designed 
New York State Pavilion.

“13 Most Wanted Men,” 
which formed a chessboard of 
front and profile views, was 
installed by April 15, 1964 
and, on orders of the fair or-
ganizers, covered with silver 
paint the night before the 
event opened to the public. All 
that was visible was a 20-foot-
by-20-foot silver square.  

Later that summer, War-
hol produced a set of Most 
Wanted Men paintings, add-
ing first names and numbers 
from the NYPD booklet with 
the screens from the mural 
he created. Nine of them are 

assembled at the Queens Mu-
seum forming the core of the 
175 or so Warhol-related ob-
jects in the exhibition. 

The exhibition takes 
Warhol’s 13 Most Wanted Men 
as its single subject and ad-
dresses its creation and de-
struction and places it in its 
artistic and social contexts.

Artists’ and photo jour-
nalists’ documentation of the 
Fair and of Warhol’s Factory 
are connected with never-
before displayed materials 
from the Andy Warhol Muse-
um archives, unwinding the 
mystery behind who ordered 
the painting over of the mu-
ral, and the people and places 
that shaped the work and the 
incident. 

On display at the Queens 
Museum are nine of the Most 
Wanted Men paintings, War-
hol’s copy of the NYPD book-
let from 1962, and original 
documents chronicling the 
entire project from its inspi-
ration to its controversial 
ending. A selection of War-
hol’s works from that same 

These two prints, created by Andy Warhol in 1964, are part of an ongoing exhibition at the Queens Museum. Photo by Bill Parry Continued on Page 51

Join Us For Mother’s Day May 11th
Lobster Bisque - $595

Garden or Caesar Salad - $795

Fresh Mozzarella & Tomato - $895

Dozen Baked Clams - $1250

Mussels, White or Red - $1195

Stuffed Portobella Mushroom - $895

Assorted Antipasto - $995

Appetizers

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At a Price You Can Afford

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed Shells or Manicotti - $1095

Penne ala Vodka or Spaghetti and Meatballs - $1295

Combo: Baked Ziti, Ravioli, Lasagna and Chicken Parmigiana - $1795

Pastas

Chocolate Cake - $625 | Cheese Cake - $625 | Tartufo - $625  
Truffl es - $625  | Biscotti (2) - $550

Dessert

Entrees Seafood

718-225-4700 www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s

Chicken - $1595

Parmigiana, Marsala, Francese, or Rollatini 
Chicken Melissa - $1695

Sautéed  chicken breast, spinach, roasted pepper, 
and fresh mozzarella in a sherry sauce

Veal - $1695 

Parmigiana, Marsala, or Picatta
Veal Anthony - $1695

Breaded veal cutlet topped with ricotta and 
eggplant, served Parmigiana Style

Eggplant - $1395

 Parmigiana or Rollatini 

Shrimp - $1695

Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara, 
or Fra Diavolo

Shrimp Elegante- $1895 
Shrimp and Spinach in a lemon, butter, and white 

wine sauce served over linguini
 Shrimp De Niro - $1895 

Shrimp sautéed with mushrooms and fresh 
mozzarella in Marsala sauce over linguini

 Sea Bass Di Mare - $2195 
Chilean sea bass, shrimp, clams, calamari, 

& mussels marechiara

Open 7 Days Noon To 11pm
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Celebrate
MOTHER’S DAY

SUNDAY, MAY 11 2014

Appetizer
Stuffed Mozzarella

Homemade mozzarella stuffed with roasted peppers, 
mushroom & spinach with a balsamic reduction

Pasta
Fusilli al Filetto di Pomodoro

Homemade pasta with sliced onion, plum tomatoes 
and basil in a fresh tomato sauce

Entrée
Choice of:

Agnello al Forno con Menta
Roasted leg of lamb with mint jelly sauce

Maiale alla Dolce Vita
Stuffed pork loin with prosciutto, spinach

and roasted peppers in a procini mushroom sauce

Salmon Carmelina
Grilled Salmon fi let with chopped onions and 

tomatoes in a lemon and white wine sauce

Prime Rib Au Jus
Baked prime rib in au jus sauce

Entrees served with string beans, carrots & roasted potatoes

Dessert
Cake, Coffee, Tea

Reservations Appreciated

*No Coupons Accepted

$40 
plus tax

per person*

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

NYC’s Rising Stars — QPAC’s 
second annual fund-raiser 
brings young talent from 
the city’s most prestigious 
performing arts schools 
together.
When: Saturday, May 10, at 8 
pm 
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu

Sacred Sites Open House 
Weekend — New York 
Landmarks Conservancy’s 
fourth annual event allows 
visitors to explore the art 
and architecture at religious 
institutions across the city. 
When: Saturday, May 17, 11 am - 
3 pm; and Sunday, May 18, 10:30 
am - 2:30 pm
Where: Church of the 
Resurrection, 85-09 118th 
St., Kew Gardens; St. Joan 
of Arc Parish, 82-00 35th 
Ave., Jackson Heights; and 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Newtown, 54-05 Seabury St., 
Elmhurst
Contact: (212) 995-5260
Website: www.nylandmarks.org

Manifest in the Garden 
— Welcome spring in the 
traditional German way with 
an evening of music, food and 
drink, art and friendship in a 
garden setting.
When: Saturday, May 17, at 5:30 
pm
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $30/all inclusive, $25/
members
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

MUSIC

Happy Mother’s Day Concert 
— Mother’s Day Eve show 
includes solo and group musical 
performances, solo and group 
dance numbers, and famous 
Chinese songs and dances.
When: Saturday, May 10, 6 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/general, $10/seniors, 
$5/children 7 and younger
Contact: (718) 463-7700

Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Barbara Cook — The Broadway 
legend, who originated roles in 
“The Music Man,” “Candide” and 
“Carousel” brings her silvery 
soprano to the Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts.
When: Saturday, May 10, at 8 
pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $45 - $69
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

“To Bird & Dizzy With Love” 
— The Queens Jazz Orchestra 
pays musical homage to 
Charlie “Bird” Parker and Dizzy 
Gillespie. The evening begins 
with a 30-minute discussion 
with Jimmy Heath, music 
director/conductor of Queens 
Jazz Orchestra.
When: Friday, May 16, at 7:30 
pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $40/general, $32/
members, $20/students, 
$120/reserved table for two 
with wine and snacks, $100/
members reserved table
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Queens College Choral 
Society — The 73rd annual 
spring concert features the 
Queens College Choir, Queens 
College Women’s Choir and 
Queens College Orchestra 
performing Mendelssohn’s 
“Elijah.”
When: Saturday, May 17, at 7:30 
pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $20, $5/Queens College 
students with ID
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Oratorio Society of Queens 
— For its annual spring concert, 
the group performs Anton 
Bruckner’s “Mass in F minor” 
as well as highlights from the 
American choral experience. 
When: Sunday, May 18, at 4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center at QCC, 
222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $30/general, $25/seniors 

and students, $10/children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.queensoratorio.
org

Mets Concert Series — This 
year’s Mets concert series kicks 
off June 14 with a performance 
by 50 Cent. Concerts take place 
following that days game, and 
the show is included in the 
price of the game ticket.
When: Saturday, June 14 — 50 
Cent; Saturday, July. 12 — Huey 
Lewis and the News; and 
Saturday, Aug. 16 — Boyz II Men
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $17 — $163
Website: newyorkmets.mlb.
com

 

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Do you want the cosmetic 
version or do you want 
the real deal? Los Angeles 
Poverty Department, 1985-
2014 — LAPD, founded in 1985 
on L.A.’s Skid Row, includes 
homeless or former homeless 
people in performance art 
pieces. 
When: Through May 11
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

SculptureCenter — Four 
simultaneous presentations 
by artists Rossella Biscotti, 
David Douard, Radamés “Juni” 
Figueroa and Jumana Manna. 
Each exhibit represents the 
fi rst solo project for each 
artist. 
When: Through May 12
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/suggested donation, 
$3/students
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: www.sculpture-
center.org

Queens College Studio Arts 
Senior Projects — Drawings, 
paintings, photographs, 
ceramics and sculpture from 
the undergraduate Studio Arts 
Senior Projects of Queens 
College.
When: Through May 15, Saturday 
and Sunday, from noon - 5pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $5/suggested, Free/
members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org
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ueens
Chamber of Commerce

New Music Festival gets 
under way with a three-day 
event featuring eight differ-
ent acts which will all per-
form at the Secret Theatre.  
Face the Music, the only 
U.S. teen ensemble dedi-
cated to the creation and 
performance of music by 
living composers, will kick 
off the music festival.  Oth-
er performers include “Duo 
RoMi,” a New York-based 
flute and piano ensemble 
dedicated to presenting 
innovative musical pieces 
that combine classical rep-
ertoire with contemporary 
works.

As for dance enthu-
siasts, Sunhwa and the 
Ko-Ryo Dance Theater, 
which blends modern and 
traditional Korean dance, 
will give two performanc-
es at Green Space Studio.  
Throughout the day next 
Saturday, the In-Sight 
Dance Company, a grass-
roots dance company based 
in Queens, will be giv-
ing performances of their 
newest ballet, “Pleading 

Against Prophecy,” at mul-
tiple locations throughout 
the neighborhood such as 
at the historic Falchi Build-
ing, at Gantry Plaza State 
Park, and on Vernon Boule-
bard.  

Drama buffs can soak 
up some culture opening 
night at the Museum of 
Modern Image with a ret-
rospective exhibit about 
Jim Campbell, a filmmaker 
known for his low-resolu-
tion works.   

The Secret Theater 
will be holding an improvi-
sational workshop on Sat-
urday afternoon.  Also on 
Saturday, The NYC Local 
Hotel will be continuously 
screening the 2014 Queens 
World Film Festival called 
“The Best of the Festival 
Films.”

When asked what she 
looks forward to this year, 
Dimit says she enjoys the 
celebrations of the differ-
ent neighborhoods within 
Long Island City.  

“The thing that is re-
ally fun is taking advan-
tage of ‘The Nabe Night 

Out,’” she said. “Wednes-
day night is ‘Vernon Boule-
vard Nabe Night,’ so there 
will be artwork and vari-
ous performances occur-
ring on Vernon Boulevard 
with the local restaurants 
fixing up food and drinks 
for the opening night of the 
festival.  Thursday Night is 
‘Court Square Nabe Night’ 
and Friday night is ‘Queens 
Plaza Nabe Night.’”

There’s a little some-
thing for everyone through-
out Long Island City during 
its 2014 Arts Open.

For more information 
about the 2014 LIC Arts 
Open, you can visit the web-
site www.licartsopen.org

IF YOU GO

Long Island City Arts 
Open

When: Wednesday, May 14 
to Sunday, May 18
Where: LIC
Website: www.
licartsopen.org

Continued from Page 41

Long Island City
OPENS UP FOR ARTISTS

Musicians Duo RoMi will perform during the Queens New Festival, which is part of the LIC Arts Open.
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The Annual Scott Joplin Memorial Concert and BBQ at  
St. Michael’s Cemetery will be held on May 24 at 2 p.m.

St. Michael’s is dedicated to the celebration of life. St. Michael’s continues to be an active participant in the lives of the  
citizens of New York as it has been since 1852. For further information contact Ed Horn, Director at (718) 278 3240.
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cept a higher paying gig at 
a Chicago hospital. 

Crystal Kellogg does a 
magnificent job as Jennie 
as she takes the character 
from the innocent school-
girl to the money hungry 
social climber who strays 
from her original path. Kel-
logg is adept at making the 
transition seem so real that 
by the time it happens the 
audience is as caught off-
guard as Joe.

Although the show is 
supposed to be about Joe 
Jr. — Mark Banik does a 
fine job in the role as does 
Joshua Stenseth as Joe’s 
best friend Charlie — it’s 
the female characters who 
are more interesting and 
the actresses portraying 
them who make a bigger 
impression.

Toni Elizabeth White 
offers some much-needed 
comic relief as Jennie’s 
friend Hazel. At one point, 
Hazel expresses her con-
cerns that it is going to be 
awhile before Joe earns a 
respectable salary. It’s a 
scene made humorous as 
White continuously shovels 
chocolates into her mouth 
throughout this heart-to-
heart. 

Another standout is 
Manna Nichols as Emily 
West, the girl Joe should 
probably be with. Nichols 
plays Emily with the per-
fect mix of sincerity and 
tenacity. She knows Jennie 
is not right for Joe even if 
he can’t or won’t see it. It is 
a sentiment she expresses 
beautifully in “The Gentle-
man is a Dope” halfway 
through Act II.

And by the second act, 
“Allegro” finally appears to 
find its footing. 

Only one of the songs in 
Act I is memorable, “What a 
Lovely Day for a Wedding,” 
it is a tune on par with the 
best of Rodgers and Ham-
merstein. To a bouncy and 
fun melody, the guests at 
Joe and Jennie’s nuptials 
gossip about each other, the 
wedding couple and their 
families. 

The musical momen-
tum continues to roll as the 
offerings in the second half 
outshine their Act I coun-
terparts. 

“Money Isn’t Every-

thing,” an ironic paean 
to the Great Depression, 
opens Act II with a bang 
as Jennie, Hazel and a few 
of their friends comment 
on their current economic 
woes. It’s after this that 
Jennie demands Joe take 
the Chicago job to pull them 
out of their current state of 
near poverty. 

Before too long, Joe is 
a success in the big city and 
the couple is hosting glam-
orous soirees with only the 
best people, who really have 
nothing of substance to of-
fer each other as displayed 
in the ebullient number, 
“Yatata, Yatata, Yatata.” 
There’s another outstand-
ing ensemble number, “Al-
legro,” which nicely cap-
tures the rhythm and pace 
of the big city, that comes 
near the end. 

All of which sums up 
the problems with “Alle-
gro.” 

When its numbers 
work, like much of the sec-
ond act, it seems fresh and 
exciting. It’s almost like 
Rodgers and Hammerstein 
had just written this show.

But too much of Act 

I suffers from less than 
memorable tunes — there’s 
no “Oh, What a Beauti-
ful Morning,” or “How Do 
You Solve a Problem Like 
Maria?” — and much of 
the Greek chorus concept 
comes across as a bloated 
plot exposition tool. 

APAC Artistic Direc-
tor Tom Wojtunik directed 
this show for his farewell to 
the theater. In his program 
notes he wrote the piece is 
“certainly worthy of more 
than the footnote in musi-
cal history it has become.”

Rodgers and Ham-
merstein did break new 
ground in how they chose 
to tell their story. And their 
flawed creation continues 
to influence Broadway 
composers and lyricists to 
this day. 

These two men also 
went on to write several of 
the greatest American mu-
sicals, including “South Pa-
cific,” “The King and I” and 
“The Sound of Music,” after 
this setback. 

So its designation as a 
footnote seems especially 
appropriate. 

Allegro
Continued from Page 45

Ensemble members perform “Yatata, Yatata, Yatata” in “Allegro” 
at the Astoria Performing Arts Center. Photo courtesy Paul Fox

11-01 43RD AVE. LONG ISLAND CITY 
WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Mother’s Day Brunch 
11am - 4pm

SALADS
Z Salad $10

Iceberg, Romaine Lettuces, Cucumbers, Red Onions, Kalamata Olives, Walnuts, 
Roasted Red Peppers & Eggplant. Topped with Feta Cheese & House Dressing

Tortilla Salad $10
Iceberg Lettuce & Spinach, Topped with Corn, Chick Peas, Tomatoes, 

Red Onion, Mint Leaves, and our very own Green Salsa Dressing

Caesar Salad $9
Romaine Lettuce, Croutons, Parmesan Cheese, Cherry Tomatoes, 

Boiled Egg & Caesar Dressing

Garden Salad $8
Mixed Greens, Cherry Tomatoes, Red Onion & House Dressing

Add Grilled Chicken: $4 | Add Grilled Shrimp: $5

BREAKFAST SELECTIONS
Omelettes $12

Create your own with any three Items
Mushrooms, Onions, Cheese, Red Peppers, Spinach, Bacon, Sausage, 

Tomatoes, Jalapenos (Served with Home Fries or Salad and Toast)

Frittata $13
Zucchini, Spinach, & Parmesan Cheese

Pancakes $14
With Fruit Salad and Whipped Cream

Z French Toast $13
With Fruit Salad, Whipped Cream, & Chocolate Syrup

Stuff ed French Toast $14
Stuff ed with Ricotta & Blueberries. 

Topped with Cranberry & Strawberry Sauce

Swiss Muesli $10
Greek Yogurt, Chopped Fruit, Granola, & Honey

ENTRÉE SPECIALS
Marinated Grilled Skirt Steak & Eggs $20 

Served with Salad and Toast

Baked Potato with Shrimp Ragu $16
In a Cream Sauce, gratin with Mozzarella & Pecorino Romano Cheese

Smoked Salmon $14
Sauteed with Broccoli and Caulifl ower, Mushroom, Spinach, 

& Cherry Tomatoes. Topped with Parmesan Cheese and Greek Yogurt

Marinated Grilled Chicken $15
Served with Saff ron Infused Sweet Mashed Potatoes

BURGERS
(All Burgers Served With Pickles & French Fries)

Z Burgers $14
Topped with Sauteed Mushrooms, Onions, Peppers, 

Feta Cheese, & Our Special Z Sauce

Classic Burgers $12
With Lettuce and Tomatoes

Add Cheese: $1 | Add Bacon: $2

SIDES
Bacon $2.50 | Sausage $2.50 | Home Fries $3.50 | French Fries $4.00

DESSERTS
Kindly ask your server for our special selections

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 212.319.7000
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THE CLINTON RESTAURANT

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4571 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

Babich Family Owned 
Since 1939

H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

IN OUR 75TH YEAR!

We Will be Accepting Mother’s Day Reservations 
for Parties of All Sizes

Cook said. “People got to 
see me do something be-
sides sing.” 

The black comedy set 
in the bad old days of 1960s 
New York City involves a 
series of murders and ends 
with a trio of characters 

shooting a rifle at pedes-
trians from the window of 
Patsy’s apartment. 

Although the show 
barely lasted a week on 
Broadway, it later became 
a smash hit during an Off-
Broadway revival a few 
years later. 

At 86, Cook admits her 
days of eight performances 
a week are behind here. 

“It would just be too 
difficult to go through the 
rehearsals,” she said. 

But that doesn’t keep 
her off the stage completely. 
She has regularly gigs at 
spots around the city, in-
cluding 54 Below, and on 
the road, like Saturday’s 
show in Flushing. “I do 
find a lot of concert work,” 
she said. 

Cook
Continued from Page 43

era, including his Heinz, 
Del Monte, Campbell’s and 
Brillo box sculptures, por-
traits of Jackie Kennedy 
and film projects like “Em-
pire,” an eight-hour single 
shot of the Empire State 
Building, are also included 
in the exhibition. 

“This exhibition ex-
plores a powerful and much 
overlooked moment in 1964 
that intertwined art, histo-
ry, politics, culture mores, 
sexuality, architecture and 
freedom of expression,” 
Tom Finkelpearl, former 

executive director of the 
Queens Museum said. 
“Andy Warhol’s return to 
Queens will allow for new 
audiences to engage in 
these same discussions.  It 
is in a new area and new 
setting, while bringing 
these iconic works of art to 
the public.”

“13 Most Wanted Men: 
Andy Warhol and the 1964 
World’s Fair - Conversa-
tions” is a full color publi-
cation that brings expert 
opinion and first-hand testi-
mony about the events sur-
rounding the creation and 
destruction of his work. 

Director of the Andy 
Warhol Museum, Eric Shri-
ner, said he was extremely 

pleased to be working with 
Queens Museum.

“We are thrilled to 
be collaborating with the 
Queens Museum on this 
historic exhibition, cel-
ebrating the 50th anni-
versary of Warhol’s “Most 
Wanted Men” debut,” he 
said. “I am deeply indebted 
to our colleagues at the 
Queens Museum, as well 
as my own team, for their 
ground-breaking research 
and new insights.”  

The exhibition is on 
view at the Queens Muse-
um through Sept. 7. It then 
will travel to the Andy War-
hol Museum in Pittsburgh. 

For more information, 
visit queensmuseum.org.

Warhol
Continued from Page 46
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET
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drant was clear.
“I maintained this hy-

drant this winter because 
it was important, so I did 
it,” he said. “But there are 
plenty of elderly people 
who can’t even get out their 
front doors. I think this bill 
is a great idea.”

Avella said there 
would be an added cost and 
labor aspect if the city were 
to become responsible for 
clearing snow from fire hy-
drants, but said these issues 
could be worked out before 

the start of next winter.
Harry Nespoli, presi-

dent of the Uniform Sani-
tation Men’s Association, 
said he is in support of the 
bill and would be willing to 
come up with a compromise 
that would make it as easy 
as possible for sanitation 
workers to complete the ad-
ditional task while already 
out on their plow routes.

“Obviously, there’s a 
cost involved, but it’s mini-
mal, whatever it may be, 
when evaluated next to the 
huge safety factor of being 
able to use the hydrant,” 
Avella said. “You can’t put 
a price on safety.”

Although the bill was 

just recently introduced, 
Avella said he hopes it will 
gain enough support to 
pass by the end of the cur-
rent legislative session in 
June. The senator said he 
believes that will give the 
city enough time to work 
out the logistics and be pre-
pared for next winter.

“I think this is a com-
mon-sense situation,” he 
said. “It’s common-sense 
for the city to make sure 
that residential blocks are 
protected in case of a fire.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

BUSINESS

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Alan J. Friedman, a 
physicist described as an 
eternal educator and cred-
ited with saving the New 
York Hall of Science, died of 
pancreatic cancer Sunday, 
his wife said. He was 71.

When Friedman 
started as director of the 
New York Hall of Science 
in 1984, close to an inch of 
water covered the floor of 
the institution that opened 
in Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park during the 1964 
World’s Fair. The exhibits 
had been given away and 
the lights were yanked off 
the wall, according to the 
hall.

Friedman retired from 

the hall in 2006. That year 
447,000 visited a museum 
known for its interactive 
exhibits, Science Career 
Ladder training program 
for students and an out-
door playground offering 
lessons on motion, balance 
and simple machines.

“It was a very steep 
learning curb. He had not 
headed an institution be-
fore, much less an institu-
tion in New York City,” said 
his wife, Mickey Friedman. 
“Other people might have 
quit.”

Friedman’s leadership 
was not limited to Queens. 
As chairman of the Cul-
tural Institutions Group, a 
coalition of city museums 
and arts centers, Friedman 

railed against former May-
or Rudolph Giuliani’s plans 
to impose a “decency stan-

dard” on city-funded muse-
ums and pull finances from 
the Brooklyn Museum over 
an exhibit the mayor con-
sidered offensive around 
the turn of the century.

“New Yorkers are 
pretty savvy, and they 
can decide what to see or 
not to see,” Friedman told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
at the time. “I’m going to 
call for [the mayor’s] im-
peachment every time he 
does something I don’t 
like.”

Friedman was born 
in Brooklyn, but moved 
to Georgia when he was 
young, his wife said.

He studied at the Geor-
gia Institute of Technology 
and earned a doctorate in 

physics from Florida State 
University, where he met 
his wife.

She said he soon un-
covered a talent for commu-
nicating complex scientific 
ideas to those outside the 
field and went on to work as 
director of physics and as-
tronomy at the University 
of California’s Lawrence 
Hall of Science.

He had been consult-
ing a Paris museum while it 
planned to open the largest 
science center in the world 
when his wife said the chal-
lenge of leading the Hall of 
Science beckoned him.

In Queens, Hall of Sci-
ence Vice President of Ex-
ternal Affairs Dan Wempa 
said Friedman acquired 

a reputation as an eager 
educator, always looking 
to learn from those around 
him and tinkering with ex-
hibits.

“An exhibit was never 
really finished,” Wempa 
said, noting that one time 
Friedman stopped to chat 
with elementary school-
children on his way to the 
office and then described 
what he learned from their 
feedback in a memo, say-
ing, “‘I just had the most 
fascinating conversation 
with a fourth-grader.’”

Friedman worked as 
a consultant to museums 
worldwide after retiring 
from the New York Hall of 
Science.

Alan J. Friedman was director 
of the New York Hall of Science 
for 22 years. Photo courtesy 

the New York Hall of Science

Alan Friedman, Hall of Science director, dies at 71
Colleagues remember physicist as a talented educator and visionary who rescued Queens museum  

Continued from Page 2 

Hydrants

ing and operating the city’s 
water system would inevi-
tably raise rates later.

“You could get rid of 
the rental payment, but you 
would still have the main 
drivers of rate increases,” 
he said.

If the city had elimi-
nated the rental payment 
in 2013, the 2014 water rate 
would have been 57 cents 
per 100 cubic feet less than 
the current rate, which 
would have meant a sav-
ings of around $61 a year 
for the average single-fam-
ily rate payer, according to 
the report.

But after 2014, the sav-
ings from eliminating the 
rental payment would not 
have been enough to avoid 
a future rate increase, the 
report said.

Lancman responded 
to the report, saying water 
rate payers should not be 
paying fees that go into the 
city budget, regardless of 
how small the rental rate 
increase may seem in the 
overall rate hikes.

“The revenue gener-
ated goes to paying the 
unnecessary rent increase 
that the city is charging,” 
he said. “We’re not asking 
the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection to 
cut down on infrastruc-
ture. We’re just asking that 
our water fees not be used 

to operate the city’s general 
operating fund.”

The proposed hike 
will increase water costs 
from $9.27 per 100 cubic feet 
to $9.58 per 100 cubic feet, 
which would cost an aver-
age single-family home 
$1,025 a year, as opposed to 
$991 the previous year, the 
report said.

“I don’t think the re-
port was written by rate 
payers in Queens,” Lanc-
man said. “It’s not really 
their place to make a value 
judgment as to what is or 
not a burden to put on mid-
dle-class families. They’re 
not there to do that. A back 
door tax on people who use 
water is unfair and unnec-
essary.”

Continued from Page 4 

IBO

perception among some 
that new Asian immigrants 
do not want to learn Eng-
lish, but this is far from the 
truth. Flushing’s Library’s 
Adult Learning Center 
holds a lottery ever quarter 
for the limited slots in their 
English language classes 
because they get hundreds 
of applications, Choe said.

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
administration recently 
expressed a commitment 
to expanding access to 

language services for the 
Asian community to help 
bridge the gap and to better 
integrate immigrants.

Choe said there is 
a misconception that all 
Asian Americans are well-
off. This concept of a model 
minority arose in the 1960s 
and ’70s when only the 
well-educated or those with 
enough capital were ca-
pable of emigrating, Choe 
said.

But new Asian im-
migrants have not had the 
financial means of their 
predecessors.

“It is a very distorted 
view that doesn’t take into 

consideration patterns of 
immigration,” Choe said.

A report by the state 
comptroller’s office showed 
that while job growth has 
been strong since the reces-
sion ended in Queens, aver-
age private sector salaries 
declined by 8.1 percent from 
2007-12. This was a result 
of a loss of higher-paying 
jobs in the information and 
manufacturing sectors, the 
report said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 5 

Poverty

include music and a buf-
fet dinner with wine, draft 
beer and soda.

Three or four march-

ing bands will march in 
the parade, which will take 
place May 26. The parade 
will start at noon at Whites-
tone Memorial Park, at the 
corner of 149th Street and 
15th Drive.

This year’s parade will 

be saved, but with the vet-
erans associations’ shrink-
ing numbers, its future re-
mains unclear, Cody said.

“Fortunately, we’re 
going to have the parade 
this year,” Cody said. “Next 
year, I’m not sure about it.”

ter efficiency in providing 
service information.

“The alerts were never 
meant to serve as a per-
formance metric,” MTA 
spokesman Kevin Ortiz 
said. “Our wait assessment 
metric, which includes 
both controllable and non-

controllable incidents and 
measures the amount of 
time customers have to 
wait for a train, provides 
a more comprehensive pic-
ture of service quality.”

Continued from Page 20 

Derailment

Continued from Page 16 

Memorial
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Democratic Committee.
Avella joined the IDC 

saying he was fed up with 
being in the minority in the 
GOP-controlled state Sen-
ate and wanted to be able 
to get legislation passed. He 
has also recently cited an 
increase in discretionary 
funding for his district as 
a reason why he joined the 
IDC.

“What Mr. Avella has 
done is empower the Repub-
lican Party,” Crowley said.  
“There’s no argument he 
can make to me to justify 
what he’s done.”

Speculation has re-
cently swirled as to wheth-
er Liu would run for office 
again after he continued to 
hold a busy public schedule 
after he lost his bid to be-
come mayor last fall.

“If you look at John’s 
public schedule after he 
lost, you wouldn’t think he 
lost,” said Doug Muzzio, a 
political science professor 
at Baruch College.

Despite an investiga-
tion into his office’s cam-
paign finance practices 
that ended in the criminal 
convictions of two cam-
paign workers  and derailed 
his mayoral bid, Muzzio 
said Liu has the fund-rais-
ing chops as well as the 
experience of running in a 
citywide race in his favor.

“If Liu runs, he’s going 
to be tough to beat,” Muzzio 
said. “He’s just totally tire-
less and has proven he can 
raise a huge amount of 
money.”

Avella, who is popular 
in his district, will have 
Sen. Jeffrey Klein’s IDC 
fund-raising machine be-
hind him, which has also 
proven successful at rais-
ing large amounts of cam-

paign funds in previous 
election cycles.

The 11th District in-
cludes College Point, Whit-
estone, Bayside and parts 
of Flushing, Douglaston 
and Hollis Hills. Part of 
Liu’s old City Council dis-
trict is in Avella’s district, 
which contains a sizable 
Asian community, where 
the former city comptrol-
ler’s fund-raising base is.

Of eligible voters in 
the district, 26.1 percent 
are Asian, according to 
state redistricting maps.

“On the demographic 
level, his money and base 
support are going to come 
out of the Asian communi-
ty, but in previous elections 
he’s proven he can extend 
well beyond that,” Muzzio 
said of Liu.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

More than two dozen 
people who have helped 
shape Queens over the 
years will be honored at 
TimesLedger Newspapers’ 
inaugural Queens Impact 
Awards Thursday.

At a dinner to be held 
at Douglaston Manor, at 63-
20 Commonwealth Blvd., 
27 borough heroes will be 
recognized for the work 
they have done behind the 
scenes as volunteers and 
professionals to make life 
better for people in Queens.  
Winners were chosen based 
on nominations from a six-
member committee and the 
TimesLedger staff to repre-
sent the entire borough.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Bayside), who made his-
tory in 2012 when she was 
elected as New York state’s 
first Asian-American con-
gressional member, will 

serve as the guest speaker.
Andrea Adams, a 

Douglaston resident, was 
chosen for her hospital vol-
unteer work in Jamaica 
Hills, and Bayside resident 
Susan Agin was selected for 
the decade she has spent as 
executive and artistic direc-
tor of the Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center.

Bellerose couple Ron-
nie and Hank Arond were 
acknowledged as winners 
for the volunteer work they 
have done in Bellerose, and 
Jamaica Hills teacher Carl 
Ballenas will be awarded 
for keeping Queens’ his-
tory alive by working with 
the Richmond Hill Histori-
cal Society.

Jackson Heights’ Don 
and Katha Cato were cited 
for organizing the Queens 
World Film Festival, while 
Long Island City restau-
rant owner Gianna Cer-
bone-Teoli will be awarded 

for the assistance she gave 
to her neighbors after Su-
perstorm Sandy in 2012.

The Rev. Philip Craig 
won for his work as se-
nior pastor at the Greater 
Springfield Community 
Church in Jamaica, and in 
Bayside longtime Sacred 

Heart Church parishioner 
Virginia DeMillio will be 
tapped for the 31 years she 
has spent coordinating the 
church’s Meals on Wheels 
program.

Carmine DeSena was 
chosen for the more than 
three decades he has dedicat-
ed to Zucker Hillside Hospi-
tal in Glen Oaks, and Lakia 
Echols, of Far Rockaway, will 
be recognized for founding 
the Make My Mother Proud 
youth program.

Audra Fordin is an 
auto mechanic who runs 
the Women Auto Know non-
profit in Flushing, while 
Lily Gavin, a Sunnyside 
restaurant owner, advo-
cates for other small busi-
nesses by serving on vari-
ous foundation boards.

Lucy Hossain, of 
Flushing, is a bank man-
ager who has volunteered 
with the Queens Botanical 
Garden and other borough 

organizations, and Mandy 
Gor Kelso was chosen as a 
winner for organizing an 
arts program for children 
at the Ridgewood YMCA.

Kwanghee Kim was 
singled out for founding the 
Korean American Family 
Services Center in 1985 and 
helping victims of domestic 
violence. Tenor Andrew Ko-
sloski was selected for found-
ing The Josephine Founda-
tion to promote arts and 
sports programs, while Dr. 
Joseph Lieber, of Elmhurst, 
will be honored for being an 
inspiration to legions of doc-
tors in the medical field.

Rockaway Beach resi-
dent Salvatore Lopizzo was 
chosen for his work to help 
the neighborhood recover 
from Sandy in 2012. Greg 
Mays, an activist in Jamai-
ca, will be honored for his 
volunteer work in the com-
munity, and Sunnyside bar 
owner Michael McCreesh 

was chosen as a winner for 
raising funds for charity 
through his business.

Carly Rose Nieves, the 
youngest honoree, is a can-
cer survivor who organizes 
a yearly blood drive at her 
Middle Village high school. 
Rodney Pride, of southeast 
Queens, has served as a 
mentor to young African 
Americans for years as a 
social worker.

Hakeem Rahim was 
selected for his work as a 
motivational speaker about 
mental illness, and George 
Subraj is president of a fund 
that helps the Indo-Guya-
nese community. Mandin-
go Tshaka, of Bayside, won 
for his activism that helped 
improve the quality of the 
neighborhood.

Tickets for the event, 
which runs from 6 p.m. to 
10 p.m., are $90 and can be 
purchased by calling 718-
260-4521.

Queens Impact Awards to honor boro’s unsung heroes

Continued from Page 1 

Senate
plaints from residents about 
nearby airplane noise, a 
task the Port Authority has 
not yet completed despite 
months of waiting from the 
community.

With the first two meet-
ings now complete, McE-
neaney said Queens Quiet 
Skies believes it is making 
progress in combatting the 

increase in noise levels in 
several Queens neighbor-
hoods.

The next set of round-
tables will be scheduled for 
some time in June, she said, 
and the members of Queens 
Quite Skies are looking 
ahead to more compromise 
with the agencies they have 
battled with in the past.

“We had to drag the 
Port Authority kicking and 
screaming into the 21st 
century, but I have to say, 
now that they’re doing this, 

I’m very impressed,” McE-
neaney said. “I feel very en-
couraged and I think we’re 
on the right track. We have 
a great opportunity to give 
the community a seat at the 
table, and if we don’t end up 
having a successful round-
table, it won’t be for lack of 
trying.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

eyeing two nonprofits con-
nected to Huntley since at 
least 2011, and following her 
arrest Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) was nabbed with 
several others in an alleged 
plot to rig the 2013 mayoral 
race.

Smith’s trial begins 
next month.

The FBI in late March 
raided the offices of state 

Assemblyman William 
Scarborough (D-St. Al-
bans) in connection with 
vouchers he submitted for 
per diem expenses in his 
travels to Albany.

Wills has a history of 
run-ins with the law dating 
back to before he was elect-
ed to office in a 2010 special 
election.

He has in the past 
been accused of failing to 
pay child support to an 
ex-girlfriend and stealing 
property from a Chinatown 
business he did contracting 

work for. He pleaded guilty 
to criminal mischief in the 
Chinatown case and has 
called the charges brought 
against him politically mo-
tivated.

Wills also made head-
lines by taking a swing at a 
campaign opponent during 
the Democratic primary 
for Council in 2009, but no 
charges were filed.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 4 
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Continued from Page 6 
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Alexandra Yule was 

asked to mature quickly on 
the softball field, and the 
Archbishop Molloy junior 
windmiller has done that 
and more.

She took over as the 
team’s ace when senior 
Amanda Zeni went down 
with tendonitis. Yule 
and the Stanners haven’t 
looked back since. They 
have now won five straight 
league games and control 
their own destiny for the 
division title after a 3-1 vic-
tory over Fontbonne Hall 
at Dyker Beach Park in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
softball last Friday.

“Alex has done a great 
job stepping up,” Molloy 
Coach Maureen Rosen-
baum said. “She’s just get-
ting strong as each game 
has gone on.”

Yule limited the Bon-
nies, the defending dioc-
esan champions, to just one 
run on three hits and struck 
eight, including the final 
two batters of the game. 
She retired 10 straight bat-
ters after allowing the ty-
ing run to score in the third 
inning on an Ariana Dillon 
single.

“I feel like I’m doing 
well, the defense behind me 
doing well,” Yule said. “It’s 
all coming together at the 
right time.”

She outdueled Bonnies 
ace Nicolette Trapani by 
using her superb change-
up and curve ball effective-
ly to keep the Bonnies off 
balance. Trapani proved to 
be tough competition. The 
senior allowed one earned 
run on three hits while fan-
ning seven.

This was the second 
time Molloy spoiled an op-
posing team’s senior day — 
the Stanners beat St. Fran-
cis Prep April 28. Molloy 
needs to win two of its final 
three games to secure the 
regular season crown.

“I think we have just 
come together as a team,” 
Yule said. “We have learned 
how to play together in-
stead of playing individu-
ally,” Yule said. 

“We get the key hits to-
gether,” she added. 

Molloy (6-3) took ad-
vantage of Trapani’s wild-
ness when Taylor Moss hit 
a sack fly in the first inning 
after two hit batters and a 
Kristen Mauer single load-
ed the bases. The Bonnies 
(8-4) tied the score at 1-1 in 
the third, but it could have 
been worse for Molloy. Ja-
mie Durso cut down a run-
ner at home trying to score, 
thanks to a perfect throw 
from left field and Dillon 
was picked off at third to 
end the frame.

The Stanners took the 
lead for good in the top of 
the sixth. Mauer led off the 
inning with a single and 
Camille Sears drilled a 
single to left field. The ball 
scooted under the fielder’s 
glove and allowed two runs 
to score to give Molloy a 3-2 
lead.

“I wasn’t thinking 
anything big,” Sears said. 
“I was just thinking con-
tact with the ball.”

Rosenbaum believes 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Calling Ellen Sarosy-

Kiernan one of the best 
softball players ever at 
Mary Louis wouldn’t do 
justice to her athletic ca-
reer at the Jamaica Hills 
high school.

Sarosy-Kiernan was a 
four-sport standout for the 
Hilltoppers, excelling in 
track and field, volleyball 
and basketball along with 
softball. She did not play 
the first two before enter-
ing high school, but got 
into the sports because a 
friend was also trying out.

The highlight of her 
high school career re-
mains as a junior when 
she led TMLA to the 1998 
CHSAA softball state title, 
but it was all of her accom-
plishments that earned her 
induction in the GCHSAA 
Hall of Fame April 30 along 
with 10 others at Russo’s on 
the Bay.

“This is about being 
an all-around athlete,” 
said Sarosy-Kiernan, who 
played college softball at 
Fairfield after graduat-
ing from TMLA in 1999. 
“I played four sports and I 
loved them all.”

She believed she 
wouldn’t have been the 
dominant softball player 
she was had she not played 
the other sports. Sarosy-
Kiernan won a Brooklyn-
Queens title in volleyball 
and was the league’s 55-me-
ter champion in track as a 
senior. The footwork for 
volleyball improved her 
base stealing in softball, 
she said.

“I think it just makes 
you a better all-round 
player, and the off-season 
sports completely made 
me a better softball player, 
which is what I wanted to 
do and be,” Sarosy-Kier-
nan said. “I never really 
wanted to have off-time.”

Her skills and athletic 
ability allowed her to nev-
er let up the pressure on 
opposing softball teams. 
The switch-hitting leadoff 
batter and shortstop was 
nearly impossible to get 
out and was a terror to 
competitors once she got on 
base. The year TMLA won 
the state title, she hit .683 
with an on-base percent-
age of .792 and stole 31 of 33 
bases and played alongside 
fellow Hall of Famer and 

Sports

Continued on Page 57

Continued on Page 57
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Former Mary Louis softball standout Ellen Sarosy-Kiernan (c.) holds 
her award alongside Hilltoppers Athletic Director Joe Lewinger (r.) 
and GCHSAA President Denise Hillig. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Molloy Pitcher Alexandra Yule prepares to release the ball during a game against Fontbonne in 
Brooklyn. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Stanners beat Fontbonne
Red-hot Molloy moves into sole possession of fi rst place in CHSAA

Former TMLA star 
honored by league
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Tina Charles still re-
calls attending homecom-
ings for Christ the Kings 
girls’ basketball greats as a 
high school athlete.

So there was a feeling 
of disbelief for her as she 
walked back into the Mid-
dle Village school and her 
old locker room for the first 
time in three years and 
spoke to the current Royals 
players.

“I remember when I 
was in their position and 
Chamique Holdsclaw came 
back. Sue Bird was the 
person who came back,” 
Charles said. “For me to 
be the person coming back 
now it’s surreal, but I’m 
happy to be able to be some-
one they can look up to.”

The CK players, and 
the rest of New York City 
for that matter, will get a 
chance to familiarize them-
selves with Charles, a St. 
Albans native, soon, just 
as much as she is doing the 
same with them.

A blockbuster WNBA 
draft day trade brought the 
former UConn star from 

the Connecticut Sun to the 
New York Liberty, whose 
home opener is May 17 at 
Madison Square Garden. 

She was the 2010 league 
rookie of the year and its 
2012 most valuable player.

Charles makes the Lib-

erty a title contender again, 
and although she doesn’t 
crave the spotlight, gives 
them a public face that can 
make them more relatable 
in this town.

“I’m so glad she is back 
in New York,” Christ the 
King Coach Bob Mackey 
said. “It’s a big market. It’s 
where she belongs. I think 
it’s a great thing for the 
Liberty. I think it’s great 
for Tina.”

More importantly, it 
gives not just the Christ 
the King players, but girls’ 
basketball players across 
the city, one of their own 
back home to look up to, 
watch play regularly and 

be around.
Basketball didn’t come 

easy for the now 25-year-old 
Charles at a young age. Sure 
her athletic 6-foot-4 frame 
helped, but it’s something 
she worked at in order to 
get to where she is today.

“She is an inspiration 
for all girls who play bas-
ketball,” said Sierra Cal-
houn, CK’s McDonald’s All-
American guard. “She has 
a lot of accomplishments 
that a lot of girls’ basketball 
players want to reach.”

The faces of players 
in the crowd lit up when 
Charles sat among them 
and they took pictures 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Coaching girls sports 

wasn’t exactly something 
Bob Mackey embraced at 
first.

He was hired as a sci-
ence teacher at Christ the 
King after being the head 
boys’ basketball coach at 
Tolentine in the Bronx for 
three seasons before the 
school abruptly closed in 
1991.

Former Royals Athlet-
ic Director Rev. John Sav-
age told Mackey he should 
join Vinny Cannizzaro’s 
staff with the girls’ basket-
ball team. Mackey didn’t 
feel ready to get back on the 
bench and had only been a 
boys’ coach up until then.

“My first instinct was 
to say no,” he said. “When 
Savage offered me the job, 
I said, ‘No, no, no. I don’t 
coach girls.’”

It took some “ridicu-
lously persistent” players 
to finally get Mackey to 
the bench. He remembers 
Christina Donovan-Flan-
nery, who later died in the 
9/11 attack, coming into 
his classroom and trying 
to push him to lead the 
team. The girls knew what 

Mackey could bring to the 
program, according to Can-
nizzaro.

He told Mackey that 
girls’ basketball at Christ 
the King would be much 
different that what he ex-
pected.

“I think once he saw 
the kids and saw their 
abilities and how hard 
they practiced, it was the 
kind of thing he needed to 
see,” said Cannizzaro, the 
school’s legendary coach.

Mackey finally relent-
ed and has led the Middle 
Village team ever since. 
His accomplishments there 
were rewarded with his 
induction in the GCHSAA 
Hall of Fame along with 10 
others April 30 at Russo’s on 
the Bay in Howard Beach.

He spent nine seasons 
as Cannizaro’s assistant, 
helping to build the Royals 
into a national powerhouse. 
He took over the head job in 
1999 and kept the CK pro-
gram playing at a high lev-
el. Mackey has won three 
state Federation titles at 
the highest classification, 
two fabled national cham-
pionships and two national 
coach of the year awards in 
2001 and ’05.

The Royals won 57 
straight games during 
that time with players like 
Tina Charles and Carrem 
Gay. Despite the talent and 
countless scholarship-cal-
iber players Mackey has 
coached at CK, there is a 
lot more to the Royals’ suc-
cess.

“You don’t just roll the 
balls out,” he said. “It’s a lot 
of prep to get the girls ready 
for what everybody sees.”

His time at Tolentine 
made the transition to head 

coach on a national level 
easier. There he took over 
for legendary Coach John 
Sarandrea the year after 
the team won a national 
title and coached stars like 
Adrian Autry and late NBA 
player Malik Sealy. Mackey 
was faced with a similar 
situation when Cannizzaro 
left for Stony Brook.

“Having coached the 
boys made it so much easier 
because I knew what had to 
be done to win,” he said.

For Mackey, also an 

athletic director and girls’ 
volleyball coach at the 
school, the work goes be-
yond just games and prac-
tices. Jill Cook, who has 
been on the bench alongside 
Mackey for 22 years, joked 
while introducing him at 
the awards dinner that 
it’s easy to be his assistant 
coach because he wants to 
do everything from mop-
ping the floor to taping the 
players’ ankles to fetching 
the water.

“He does the same 
thing in school,” Cook said. 
“If the science class needs 
to go to the Bronx Zoo, he’s 
driving the bus. If some-
body gets sick, he’s running 
there instead of the nurse.”

That work ethic, pas-
sion and intensity are 
something he always had. 
Mackey was exactly the 
same way as a scrappy play-
er growing up, according to 
legendary Cardinal Hayes 
Coach Tom Murray, who 
was around Mackey at CYO 
summer camps. Mackey 
expects similar traits from 
his players and holds them 
to a high standard.

“Coach Mackey, he 
wanted his sophomores to 
play like juniors, his ju-

niors to play like seniors 
and his seniors to play 
like freshmen in college,” 
WNBA player Charles said. 
“That’s what enables me to 
play the way I did through-
out my career at UConn.”

And even years later, 
the expectations that come 
with coaching Christ the 
King haven’t diminished. 
The Royals haven’t been 
able to compete nationally 
at the same level the last 
four years, but remain one 
of the dominant teams in 
New York state. They have 
won two Brooklyn/Queens 
diocesan titles during that 
time, providing a differ-
ent level of satisfaction for 
Mackey.

“I think it’s a lot more 
rewarding because I think 
we really had to work the 
last four years to get to 
where we were,” he said.

And he might not even 
be where he is had it not 
been for some persistent 
players back in 1991.

“Finally I said, ‘All 
right, whatever. You know 
what. Yeah, let’s go,’” Mack-
ey said. “Vinny and I had a 
great time coaching togeth-
er. Jill came on two years 
later and we had a ball.”
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Block Shots

Royals star returns to CK in preparation for Liberty home opener 

Bob Mackey inducted into Hall of Fame
Longtime hoops coach refl ects on years leading Middle Village team after joining program in 1991

Christ the King Coach Bob Mackey (c.) is joined by GCHSAA 
President Denise Hillig (l.) and CK Assistant Coach Jill Cook after 
being inducted into the Hall of Fame. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Continued on Page 57

New York Liberty star Tina Charles (c.), who graduated in 2006, is 
surrounded by students at Christ the King, her alma mater. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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with her on their phones. 
Charles already said she 
plans on stopping by the 
Royals’ basketball camp 
one day this summer.

“She’s closer to our 
age,” Royals forward Kol-
lyns Scarbrough said. 
“She’s one of the top play-
ers, you know.”

Charles got reac-
quainted with CK and 
took in every bit of the ex-
perience. She noticed the 
changes in the gym, read 
old newspaper clippings in 
the locker room and told 
the students to appreciate 
the athletic and academic 
preparation they get at 

Christ the King. Even some 
of her former teachers were 
there to greet her.

“So many [memories],” 
Charles said. “Running 
laps around here, doing 
gym, doing PE, seeing my 

locker from downstairs.”
It provided a chance 

for her reminisce on all of 
the great things and memo-
ries she has of her time the 
city before embarking on 
making a few more.

Division I pitcher Courtney 
Fitzgerald-Cardot, who was 
inducted into the GSCHAA 
Hall of Fame in 2011.

Former Mary Louis 
Coach Rich Borawski said 
her softball smarts made 
her the only player he gave 
the freedom to steal bases 
as she pleased.

“Ellen was the epitome 
of leadership,” Borawski 
said. “We would have never 
won a state championship 
without Ellen.”

Sarosy-Kiernan was 
moved to the outfield at 
Fairfield and continued to 
excel. She is the school’s all-
time leader in hits, stolen 
bases and runs scored, and 
she was inducted into the 
Fairfield Hall of Fame in 
2011. Sarosy-Kiernan said 
she enjoyed the GCHSAA 
ceremony more because of 
all the people from differ-
ent parts of her past she 
was able to see and what 
the award represented.

“Fairfield was just 
about softball only,” Sa-
rosy-Kiernan said. “Mary 
Louis was all about being 
a full person, being a com-
plete athlete.”

She joined Molloy 
girls’ basketball great Jes-
sica McEntee, St. Francis 
Prep Athletic Director Sal 
Fischetti and former St. Ag-
nes Athletic Director Sister 
Richard Homan in the Hall 
of Fame.

McEntee, the Stan-
ners’ all-time leading scor-
er (1,377) and rebounder 
(1,133), is just the second 
person from the school in-
ducted after teammate Ro-
salyn Gold-Onwude. McEn-
tee, who played in college 
at New York University, 
helped lead Molloy to the 
state Federation Class A 
and C titles.

“I had so much fun 
playing at Molloy,” McEn-
tee said. “The whole high 
school experience to me 
was so great, so this is just 
a highlight for four years I 
really enjoyed.”

Fischetti was a suc-

cessful girls’ basketball 
coach at St. Francis Prep 
from 1989-96, but thinks 
his job as athletic director, 
which he has held since 
1998, is more fitting of his 
temperament and skills. 
SFP has one of the CHSAA’s 
most successful athletic de-
partments.

“I’m an organizational 
maniac,” he said. “Every-
thing runs out of my brain. I 
don’t write too many things 
down and I’m pretty good 
about getting it right.”

Fischetti likes to work 
in the background and isn’t 
big on accolades, so much so 
that he was unhappy upon 
hearing of his induction 
because of the attention it 
would bring before humbly 
accepting the honor.

Homan served within 
Catholic schools for 55 
years as a teacher, coach 
and athletic director at dif-
ferent levels and parishes. 
During her time as St. Ag-
nes’ athletic director from 
1992 until her retirement 
in 2013, the school’s depart-
ment flourished.

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
Benjamin Cardozo se-

nior Keith Rogers showed 
with both his arm and his 
bat why he is considered a 
top player in the city.

He was dominant on 
the mound, going five in-
nings, giving up one run on 
four hits, striking out five 
and walking just one. At 
the plate Rogers went 3-for-
3 with an RBI to help lift 
host Cardozo to a 9-1 vic-
tory over John Adams in 
a PSAL baseball crossover 
game between two differ-
ent divisions last Friday.

Rogers had good com-
mand of his pitches, and he 
was also aggressive with 
the bat.

“My curve ball was 
hitting its spots,” he said. 
“My two-seam [fast ball] 
was moving well and I was 
able to work both sides of 
the plate. At the plate, I at-
tack the ball every time, 
never think too much and 
do what I know I can.”

He believes the Judges 
are the best team in the city 
offensively because many 
of Cardozo’s players can hit 
and run. The Dozo offense 
didn’t waste time showing 
what it can do. The Judges 
scored five runs on six hits, 
five of which were singles 
in the bottom of the first in-
ning. The selective offense 
demonstrates Judges Coach 
Ron Gorecki’s approach for 
his players at the plate.

“My philosophy on 
hitting is I do not ask the 
kids for singles, doubles, 
triples and home runs,” he 
said. “I ask them to swing 
as hard as they can in the 
batter’s box until they get 
two strikes. When they 
get two strikes, I ask them 
to put the ball in play, and 
anything can happen when 
they put the ball in play.”

The Judges’ bats came 
alive again in the third, 
when they scored three 
more runs on four hits to 
make it 8-0. The big blow 
in the inning came from 
the eighth spot when junior 
Nick Jairam, who was 3-for-
3, delivered an RBI double.

Gorecki’s team is play-
ing well this season because 

more than just the seniors 
are contributing. Competi-
tion among the players has 
brought success.

“The team is probably 
the best team in the last 
six years because there is 
synergy involved,” Gore-
cki said. “We don’t have 
the best players in the city. 
What’s happening is the 
juniors, sophomores and 
the freshmen are all com-
peting for lineup spots and 
they are all fighting one an-
other. We have a war going 
on for positions.”

John Adams Coach 
Glenn Beyer thought the 
Judges seemed better pre-
pared for the game and 
beat his team in every facet 
of it. It’s just the Spartans’ 

second PSAL loss of the 
season, the other coming to 
Construction.

“We were simply out-
coached and out-prepared, 
and that’s why we lost this 
game,” he said.

The Judges are 11-0 and 
sit at the top of the PSAL 
Queens A East standings. 
After the win over John 
Adams, Gorecki knows he 
has a good team, but also 
understands that playoffs 
are different than the regu-
lar season.

“We seem not to get 
through the quarterfinals,” 
Gorecki said. “We lose by 
one run in the quarterfi-
nals. Playoffs are a differ-
ent animal.”
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her team is peaking at the 
right time, but that things 
could get even better if Zeni 

can be added  back into the 
mix in time for the post-
season. Until then, Yule 
will try to maintain her 
dominance.

“She’s keeping the bat-
ters on the other team off 

balance,” Rosenbaum said. 
“She has a few pitches and 
she likes to move it around 
a little bit.”

Molloy has also been 
moving around as a team 
— and that direction is up.

Continued from Page 55 

Stanners

TMLA
Continued from Page 55 

Duel threat Rogers powers Dozo past John Adams

Cardozo pitcher Keith Rogers 
leads the Judges to victory 
over John Adams High School. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued from Page 56 

Charles

Christ the King All-American Sierra Calhoun (l.) stands with New 
York Liberty star Tina Charles after winning tickets to the WNBA 
team’s home opener. Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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War II veteran who has 
been ordered to leave the 
apartment he has lived in 
for more than 60 years.

“I think it’s terrible 
I have to move,” said the 
91-year-old, who has been 
active in the houses’ civic 
community.

At a Council hearing in 
early April on the agency’s 
policy, NYCHA General 
Manager Cecil House said 
there were serious flaws in 
the way the policy treated 
seniors.

“We should not be tak-
ing enforcement action or 
inconveniencing residents 
until we get this policy ap-
propriately in place,” he 
said. 

NYCHA said, “Right-
sizing helps us fulfill our 
mission to provide safe, 
decent, affordable housing 
to as many people as pos-
sible. The New York City 
Housing Authority will 
continue to work with our 
stakeholders, including 
residents, elected officials 
and advocates, to ensure 
that this policy is sensitive 
and fair.”

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
was blunt in her assess-
ment of the public housing 
agency’s position.

“I’ve never heard such 
double talk from NYCHA,” 
she said.

Lancman said the 
problem is that the city sets 
the bar too high for who 
can be forced to move.

“You may find this 
hard to believe — I did 
myself — but the only cir-
cumstance NYCHA will 
consider in not forcing a 
tenant to move is they have 

a serious health condition 
— if they have Alzheimer’s, 
they have diabetes, they 
suffer from depression. 
The tenant has got to show 
that literally moving from 
that apartment is a matter 
of life and death. And that 
standard, life or death, 
is unique to NYCHA,” he 
said.

The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment has a similar down-
sizing program for Section 
8 housing, but the council-
man said those guidelines 
are more reasonable.

“It’s not the standard 
that’s used in any other set-
ting that I’m aware of to ac-
commodate someone who 
might have a health condi-
tion that might be negative-
ly impacted by whatever 
it is that the government 
wants to do,” he said.

State Assemblyman 
Michael Simanowitz (D-
Fresh Meadows) said he 
understands NYCHA’s de-
sire to use its space more 
effectively, but that goal 
cannot be achieved at a cost 
to those who are least able 
to bear the burden.

“There’s a way to do 
this. I think everybody on 
our side is willing to help,” 
he said. “Again, it’s the 
question of balancing the 
needs of the larger families 
against the needs of the se-
nior community.”

Simanowitz intro-
duced legislation in Albany 
that would address the is-
sue and said he had hoped 
that with a new board of 
directors and chairwoman 
at the agency  its relation-
ship with tenants would 
change.

But he gave a dim pros-
pect to either having signif-
icant impact.

“I don’t hold that much 
hope,” he said.

Genting Group New 
York, which operates the 
racino, must earmark 4 
percent of the money it 
rakes in after paying out 
winnings to capital proj-
ects at Aqueduct, Belmont 
and Saratoga.

But NYRA can choose 
how to invest this money 
under the agreement.

Eric Wing, a spokes-
man for NYRA, said it was  
obligated to distribute the 
money across its portfo-
lio of racetracks because 
NYRA gave up $1 billion in 
assets, including property 
at each facility, in exchange 
for VLT funds.

Records show NYRA 
spent money on patron area 
improvements and barn up-
grades at each track in 2011, 
but Belmont also benefited 
from a storm water man-
agement project while Sara-
toga received money for a 
master development plan. 

The association bankrolled 
$1,893,000 in capital proj-
ects at Belmont, $1,486,000 
at Saratoga and $564,000 at 
Aqueduct that year.

In 2012, the South 
Ozone Park track’s share 
increased to $932,000 
while NYRA funneled 
$3,444,000 into Belmont and 
$3,852,0000 into Saratoga, 
financial records show.

Aqueduct got a re-
prieve in 2013, however.

 The Queens track ben-
efited most from the VLT 
revenue last year, receiving 
$5,321,000 in capital project 
investments vs. Belmont’s 
$5,200,000 and Saratoga’s 
$3,164,000.

Eric Wing, a spokes-
man for NYRA, said NYRA 
has a rigorous process of 
analyzing potential capital 
projects based on safety, 
revenue generation and 
cost reduction.

“We do not look to 
equally invest in all three 
facilities within any given 
year. NYRA operates three 
mature racetracks that are 
in frequent need of repair 

and updating, both in the 
grandstand and in the barn 
area, and we make deci-
sions in the best interests 
of the company as a whole,” 
Wing wrote in an e-mail.

Wing said how much 
each track generates is not 
a significant factor in in-
vestment decisions.

It is difficult to com-
pare each track’s financial 
prowess because each track 
has different racing sched-
ules. But bets placed on 
Aqueduct races account for 
31.13 percent of NYRA’s re-
lated revenue from 2011-13. 
Roughly 39.67 percent came 
from Belmont and 25.20 
percent from Saratoga.

These figures were 
compiled using an annual 
package of financial state-
ments NYRA released. The 
2012 revenue figures in-
cluded in the 2013 and 2012 
annual reports were differ-
ent. TimesLedger Newspa-
pers used numbers listed in 
the 2013 publication and did 
not receive a response from 
NYRA about why the num-
bers differed and which set 

was accurate.
Addabbo said he asked 

NYRA to consider extend-
ing summer racing hours 
into the night to siphon off 
some of the customers from 
Resorts World.

But the senator said 
such conversations went 
nowhere.

“Aqueduct in and of 
itself is part of Ozone Park 
and part of the Queens tra-
dition,” he said. “I’d like to 
save it if there is a way to 
work with NYRA and make 
the capital improvements.”

Goldfeder introduced a 
bill this winter that would 
direct all of the VLT funds 
reserved for capital im-
provements to Aqueduct. 
He said his conversations 
with Assembly leaders 
went well and a few sena-
tors were considering spon-
soring the measure.

But Addabbo said he 
believed the bill’s inten-
tions were on point, but 
the state legislature may 
not have the jurisdiction to 
implement it.

the publication would be 
moved to another office in 
the D’Angelo Center that 
currently serves three 
graduate assistants.

The news sparked out-
rage and confusion from 
the independently run pa-
per’s 15-member workforce 
and from school faculty 
who serve as advisers to 
the paper, all of whom say 
they were not consulted be-
fore the decision was made, 
and The Torch’s staff said 
it is now in talks with SJU 
administrators to rework 
the plan and provide the 
paper with a different room 
that will better serve the 
students.

Samantha Albanese, 
editor in chief of The Torch, 
said she was told by univer-
sity officials that the paper 
would need to move from 
its current larger office be-
cause the school needed the 
space for other programs.

The university said 
this week that the move 
was part of a much larger 
plan that includes the relo-

cation of 130 student orga-
nizations throughout the 
summer in order to maxi-
mize the office space the 
school’s buildings offer.

“At present, The Torch 
shares office space with 
two other organizations,” 
said Elizabeth Reilly, di-
rector of media relations at 
SJU. “This plan gives The 
Torch a new, private room 
that is equal in size to the 
space they are currently as-
signed.”

When the plan was first 
announced, some of the pa-
per’s staff believed the deci-
sion was in response to the 
Torch’s in-depth coverage 
of an investigation into for-

mer school President the 
Rev. Donald Harrington, 
who retired last year after 
admitting he had received 
lavish gifts from a former 
dean of international rela-
tions, Cecilia Chang.

Chang committed 
suicide in November 2012 
while she was on trial in 
federal court on charges of 
defrauding St. John’s out of 
more than $1 million. 

Albanese said that 
while an act of revenge 
was an initial concern, the 
staff at The Torch has since 
moved on from that idea.

“When it was brought 
up at a meeting with the 
vice president and dean 

of students on Friday, the 
notion of retaliation was 
greatly dismissed,” she 
said. “They expressed their 
love and respect for The 
Torch.”

Since the relocation 
was announced, Albanese 
said the paper has had mul-
tiple meetings with SJU 
administrators and has 
started discussing how the 
newly assigned space would 
affect the paper’s produc-
tion. Though the space is 
smaller, The Torch’s story 
said the school agreed to 
fashion it after a more mod-
ern newsroom like ones 
used at Google and Twit-
ter, with bean bag chairs 
and stand-up work stations 
as opposed to the standard 
desk space.

“The staff hopes we are 
now getting the voice in the 
decision-making process 
that we should have had 
from the beginning of the 
discussion months ago,” 
Albanese said. “The cur-
rent Torch staff is pleased 
that the administration is 
willing to hear and work 
with our needs for an office 
space. We hope this contin-
ues and a solution is found 
in the near future.”
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St. John’s University’s student newspaper, The Torch, will 
soon be relocated out of its current office (pictured). 

Photo by Shannon Luibrand/The Torch

Bell Boulevard in Bayside, 
because he believes they 
strengthen a community 
and its economic status.

“Every dollar that goes 
to Bell Boulevard helps this 
entire district,” he said. “If 
you skip Bell, the other bou-
levards have no chance.”

As Vallone’s term con-

tinues, his focus will be 
on securing the funding 
that he said has been kept 
from Bayside and the rest 
of the district for many 
years. Looking back on his 
first four months in office, 
Vallone said he is pleased 
with the work he has done 
so far and is happy to be a 
Democrat from northeast 
Queens.

“It’s been challenging 
but rewarding,” he said. 
“Things are getting done.”
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
Up to 12 months 0% interest free fi nancing 

See store for details.

FLEX SPENDING

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier
Versace

Coach

Gucci

Dior

Some restrictions apply. See store for details. In stock items only. Off er ends June 30,2014 B.T.

$

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends June 30,2014.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. Off er ends June 30,2014.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends June 30,2014.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Prescription glasses 
plus FREE Designer 
sunglasses from 
select group


