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BY SARINA TRANGLE

NYRA appears to be doing 
little to up the ante in favor of Aq-
ueduct Racetrack.

Despite Aqueduct’s handing 

over land for the city’s first raci-
no, the South Ozone Park facility 
has received 16.59 percent of the 
revenue from Resorts World that 
was set aside for capital projects 
at the state’s three horse racing 

tracks from 2011-13, TimesLedger 
Newspapers has learned.

The New York Racing Asso-
ciation has poured 25.64 percent 
of the earmarked funds into proj-
ects at Belmont Park on Long Is-

land and 20.69 percent at Saratoga 
Race Course upstate, according 
to a review of NYRA’s financial 
documents obtained through a 
Freedom of Information Law re-
quest. 

The highest portion of the 
$41.09 million — 37.07 percent 
— that NYRA received for capi-
tal projects since Resorts World 
opened in 2011 was spent on 
initiatives which benefited all 
tracks, such as Wi-Fi installation, 
telephone upgrades and television 
production equipment.

The investment breakdown 
did not surprise state Assembly-
man Phillip Goldfeder (D-Rock-
away Beach) or state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo Jr. (D-Howard Beach), 
who said NYRA appeared to be 
hedging its bet following the as-
sociation’s and at least two gover-
nors’ talk of shutting Aqueduct in 
recent years. In 2013 NYRA board 
members said the association was 
considering closing Aqueduct, 
but a NYRA spokesman told The 
Times Ledger there were no plans 
to do so. 

“I was aware that there was 
a tremendous imbalance of funds 

Dancers from Ballet Nuevo Amanecer perform at an annual Cinco de Mayo festival in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. Photo by Christina Santucci

VIVA MEXICO!

BY BILL PARRY

Brian Porr has been calling 
authorities to complain about his 
neighbors’ bee-keeping hobby 
for three years and no one did 
anything. But on Wednesday the 
hives were hard to ignore as the 
bees swarmed, forcing the clo-
sure of an Astoria street for most 
of the day.

A U.S. Postal Service deliv-
eryman was the first to spot a 
tree on 48th Street covered with 
bees and immediately called 911 
around 11 a.m.

Porr’s sister-in-law, AnnMa-
rie Giganti, had just turned her 
car onto the block when she saw 
the scene.

“I couldn’t believe it, there 
were bees everywhere, the mail-
man was afraid to move,” she 
said.

The NYPD arrived and kept 
everyone back while they waited 
for the Police Department’s bee 
keeper to arrive. When the remov-
al specialist went to work with a 
suctioning machine, it took him 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

While the poverty rate rose significantly 
throughout the city in the last recession, Queens’ 
Asian community was hit especially hard, a new 
city study has revealed.

From 2008-12, the poverty rate in the city’s 
Asian community rose 6.6 percent to 29 percent, 

Poverty rises for Queens’ Asians
more than other groups: Report

BY BILL PARRY

The mystery investors 
who paid $2.65 million for 
the historic Steinway Man-
sion last week may prove to 
be the best-case scenario 
for Astoria.

“I met these guys,” 
City Councilman Costa 

Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “I didn’t check their 
birth certificates, but they 
represent themselves as 
born-and-raised members 
of the community who 
are looking to do the right 
thing.”

The buyers are listed 
as Steinway Mansion LCC, 

according to Lauren Cor-
nea of Amorelli Realty, one 
of the co-listing agents in 
the sale. She partnered with 
Paul and Christina Halva-
tis to do what Douglas El-
liman and Sotheby’s could 
not do since the house went 
on the market in 2010: find 

The historic Steinway Mansion is sold for 
$2.65 million to buyers who want to make 
it part of the community fabric. 

Astoria street
closed for day
as bees swarm

NYRA skimps on Aqueduct funds
Racing group gives big slice of Resorts World’s revenues to other state tracks

Continued on Page 9Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Fabled Steinway Mansion sold
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The Queens Demo-
cratic Party is actively 
courting John Liu to run 
against state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), who 
recently bolted from the 
Democratic Party to join 
the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), who 
heads the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, said he has 
been in discussions with 
Liu over the last few weeks 
about Avella’s district.

“If he decided to run 
against Sen. Avella, I 
would support that and the 
Queens Democratic Party 
would support that whole-
heartedly,” he said.

Crowley said there are 
also other possible candi-
dates being considered to 
run against Avella, but did 
not identify them.

It would be the first 
time two-term Avella 
would face a primary chal-
lenge while running for 
his Senate district. The 
Democratic Party pumped 
more than $200,000 into his 
2010 campaign against Re-
publican Frank Padavan, 
a move party officials say 
they now regret.

“The Democratic 
Party put a tremendous 
amount of resources into 
his race to defeat Frank 
Padavan, only to find out 
Tony Avella was Frank Pa-
davan in sheep’s clothing,” 
said a spokesman for the 
Queens Democratic Com-
mittee.

Avella joined the IDC 
saying he was fed up with 
being in the minority in the 
GOP-controlled state Sen-
ate and wanted to be able 
to get legislation passed. 
He has also recently cited 
an increase in discretion-
ary funding for his district 
as a reason why he joined 
the IDC.

“What Mr. Avella has 
done is empower the Re-
publican Party,” Crowley 
said.  “There’s no argu-

ment he can make to me to 
justify what he’s done.”

Speculation has re-
cently swirled as to wheth-
er Liu would run for office 
again after he continued to 

hold a busy public sched-
ule after he lost his bid to 
become mayor last fall.

“If you look at John’s 
public schedule after he 
lost, you wouldn’t think he 
lost,” said Doug Muzzio, a 
political science professor 
at Baruch College.

Despite an investiga-
tion into his office’s cam-
paign finance practices 
that ended in the crimi-
nal convictions of two 
campaign workers  and 
derailed his mayoral bid, 
Muzzio said Liu has the 
fund-raising chops as well 
as the experience of run-
ning in a citywide race in 
his favor.

“If Liu runs, he’s going 

to be tough to beat,” Muzz-
io said. “He’s just totally 
tireless and has proven he 
can raise a huge amount of 
money.”

Avella, who is popular 
in his district, will have 
Sen. Jeffrey Klein’s IDC 
fund-raising machine be-
hind him, which has also 
proven successful at rais-
ing large amounts of cam-
paign funds in previous 
election cycles.

The 11th District in-
cludes College Point, Whit-
estone, Bayside and parts 
of Flushing, Douglaston 
and Hollis Hills. Part of 
Liu’s old City Council dis-
trict is in Avella’s district, 
which contains a sizable 
Asian community, where 
the former city comptrol-
ler’s fund-raising base is.

Of eligible voters in 
the district, 26.1 percent 
are Asian, according to 
state redistricting maps.

“On the demographic 
level, his money and base 
support are going to come 
out of the Asian commu-
nity, but in previous elec-
tions he’s proven he can 
extend well beyond that,” 
Muzzio said of Liu.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Democrats lean on Liu
to run for Avella’s seat

Tony Avella (l.) and John Liu (r.)  
Photos by Christina Santucci

What Mr. Avella has 
done is empower 
the Republican 

party.
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Gaelic football club 
is hoping to build its field of 
dreams in College Point.

The Shannon Gaels 
Gaelic Football Club is rais-
ing funds to develop 7 acres 
in Frank Golden Park into 
home grounds, where the 
club can host its games.

The club signed a 15-
year lease on the space with 
the city Parks Department 
in April after spending 
many years without a reg-
ular field to train on. The 
team was founded in 2002, 
but was not allotted a patch 
of grass in Frank Golden 
Park, which sits just south 
of 14th Avenue, until 2009, 
when they reached out to 
Parks.

The Queens club is 
now in the process of fund-
raising for the project and 
hopes to break ground on 
the new facilities this year. 

Club organizers anticipate 
that once work begins, it 
will take a year to complete 
the new facilities.

Once built, the 
grounds will include a full-
sized field, an additional 
scrimmage field, bleachers, 
parking facilities, fencing 
and lighting. The area has 
also had drainage problems 
in the past, which the devel-
opment will alleviate.

Shannon Gaels has 
raised more than 20 per-
cent of its $2 million goal 
through private donations 
and has applied for public 
funding through the bor-
ough president’s office.

Some of the project’s 
details have not been ironed 
out yet as the club still does 
not know how much mon-
ey it is going to be able to 
raise, said Sean Price, club 
chairman.

“The money will dic-
tate where we go and how 

fast we get there,” he said.
The Parks Department 

estimated the whole project 
could cost approximately 
$3.8 million last year. The 
club has already met with 
Community Board 7 and 
Parks officials to start to 

apply for all the necessary 
approvals.

The club serves 600 
members, mostly from 
Queens and half of which 
are children. Shannon 
Gaels currently has teams 
for girls and boys aged 6 to 

18 in competitive leagues in 
the spring and fall.

Gaelic football, one 
of Ireland’s most popu-
lar sports, is played with 
15 players on a side who 
score points by advancing 
a round ball up the field 
through the opposition’s 
goal posts.

Shannon Gaels also 
offers opportunities to 
play hurling and camogie, 
sports of Gaelic origin.

Shannon Gaels or-
ganizers were honored at 
City Hall on St. Patrick’s 
Day by Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and Enda Kenny, the prime 
minister of Ireland, for 
their work in the commu-
nity. The club’s leadership 
was then also given a proc-
lamation by City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito (D-Manhattan) and 
the Council March 19.

The club plays under 
Gaelic Athletic Association 

rules and is the second larg-
est minor Gaelic football 
club in the tri-state area.

Shannon Gaels is al-
ways looking for new mem-
bers and is open to any 
young people interested in 
playing Gaelic sports, said 
Colin Mathers, one of the 
team’s trainers and chair-
man of the club’s Field of 
Dreams initiative.

“While Shannon Gaels 
gives the community an 
outlet for their identity, 
it is the community that 
sustains the club,” he said. 
“We welcome players of all 
ethnicities, It is our goal to 
continue to make Shannon 
Gaels more inclusive and 
to continue to reach out to 
the local communities even 
more and encourage all to 
join us and play some of the 
best games in the world..”

The Shannon Gaels Gaelic Football Club has more than 
600 members and fields teams for children ages 6 to 18. 

Photo courtesy Shannon Gaels

Gaelic football club raising funds to build fi eld in College Pt.
Shannon Gaels hope to develop new facilities by combining public monies with private donations

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city’s public hous-

ing authority has reneged 
on a pledge to let seniors 
stay in their homes while it 
re-examines its downsizing 
policies, officials said last 
week outside the Pomonok 
Houses in Fresh Meadows.

The New York City 
Housing Authority is go-
ing ahead with its initia-
tive to move tenants from 
oversized apartments into 
smaller units, even though 
a representative from the 
agency told the City Coun-
cil last month it would not 
continue to do so until it 
examined flaws in the pro-
gram involving the elderly.

“We thought that was 
good news. We thought 
NYCHA was taking a time-
out,” Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) said last week outside 
the sprawling public hous-
ing project, at 67-09 Kissena 

Blvd. 
Lancman and other 

members of the Pomonok 

community were joined 
by Ralph Calinda, a World 
War II veteran who has 

been ordered to leave the 
apartment he has lived in 
for more than 60 years.

“I think it’s terrible 
I have to move,” said the 
91-year-old, who has been 
active in the houses’ civic 
community.

At a Council hearing in 
early April on the agency’s 
policy, NYCHA General 
Manager Cecil House said 
there were serious flaws in 
the way the policy treated 
seniors.

“We should not be tak-
ing enforcement action or 
inconveniencing residents 
until we get this policy ap-
propriately in place,” he 
said. 

NYCHA said, “Right-
sizing helps us fulfill our 
mission to provide safe, 
decent, affordable housing 
to as many people as pos-
sible. The New York City 
Housing Authority will 
continue to work with our 
stakeholders, including 
residents, elected officials 
and advocates, to ensure 
that this policy is sensitive 

and fair.”
State Sen. Toby 

Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
was blunt in her assess-
ment of the public housing 
agency’s position.

“I’ve never heard such 
double talk from NYCHA,” 
she said.

Lancman said the 
problem is that the city sets 
the bar too high for who 
can be forced to move.

“You may find this 
hard to believe — I did 
myself — but the only cir-
cumstance NYCHA will 
consider in not forcing a 
tenant to move is they have 
a serious health condition 
— if they have Alzheimer’s, 
they have diabetes, they 
suffer from depression. 
The tenant has got to show 
that literally moving from 
that apartment is a matter 
of life and death. And that 
standard, life or death, 
is unique to NYCHA,” he 
said.

Elected officials stand with Pomonok Houses resident Ralph Calinda calling on NYCHA to impose a 
moratorium on its downsizing policy. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Lancman says NYCHA backtracked on its pledge
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60-44 Maurice Avenue
Maspeth, NY 11378

VISIT: www.mauricesupplies.comCALL: 718–478–2700

MAURICE SUPPLIES LLC.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Queens homeowners 
should not expect to get re-
lief on their water bills any 
time soon, according to a 
new report by the city Inde-
pendent Budget Office.

The report, which was 
released Monday, said there 
are not substantial ways to 
lower rates without cutting 
regular maintenance and 
operating costs.

“Ratepayers must col-
lectively pay for the full 
costs of the system every 
year, and like most munici-
pal services, costs rarely 
decrease over time,” the re-
port said.

Water rates have gone 
up by 135 percent since 1995 
and are set annually by the 
city Water Board, which 
has seven members, all ap-
pointed by the mayor. Part 
of the rate hikes is attrib-
utable to the rising rental 
payment the city charges 
the board, which is spent 

on the city’s general budget 
rather than on water- and 
sewer-related costs.

The practice of using 
these funds in the general 
budget during Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s time in 
office was criticized as a 
hidden tax for rent payers 
by then-city Public Advo-
cate Bill de Blasio.

Despite this, the Wa-
ter Board proposed a 3.35 
percent increase for fiscal 
year 2015. This was the low-
est hike since 2006, but still 
met opposition from City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows), 
who has been adamantly 
against pumping water 
funds into the general city 

budget.
From 2005-13, the rent-

al payment was responsible 
for only 8 percent of the 
rates’ growth, the report 
said. The proposed rental 
payment for this year was 
increased by $14 million, 
which accounts for 12 per-
cent of the proposed hike.

“Lowering the rental 
payment has only a limited 
effect on reducing water 
and sewer rates,” the report 
said.

Justin Bland, a budget 
and policy analyst at IBO 
who prepared the report, 
said eliminating the rent 
payment might freeze rates 
for a year, but the ever-
growing cost of maintain-
ing and operating the city’s 
water system would inevi-
tably raise rates later.

“You could get rid of 
the rental payment, but you 
would still have the main 
drivers of rate increases,” 
he said.

If the city had elimi-

nated the rental payment 
in 2013, the 2014 water rate 
would have been 57 cents 
per 100 cubic feet less than 
the current rate, which 
would have meant a sav-
ings of around $61 a year 
for the average single-fam-
ily rate payer, according to 
the report.

But after 2014, the sav-
ings from eliminating the 
rental payment would not 
have been enough to avoid 
a future rate increase, the 
report said.

Lancman responded 
to the report, saying water 
rate payers should not be 
paying fees that go into the 
city budget, regardless of 
how small the rental rate 
increase may seem in the 
overall rate hikes.

“The revenue gener-
ated goes to paying the 
unnecessary rent increase 
that the city is charging,” 
he said. “We’re not asking 
the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection to 

cut down on infrastruc-
ture. We’re just asking that 
our water fees not be used 
to operate the city’s general 
operating fund.”

The proposed hike 
will increase water costs 
from $9.27 per 100 cubic feet 
to $9.58 per 100 cubic feet, 
which would cost an aver-
age single-family home 
$1,025 a year, as opposed to 
$991 the previous year, the 
report said.

“I don’t think the re-
port was written by rate 
payers in Queens,” Lanc-
man said. “It’s not really 
their place to make a value 
judgment as to what is or 
not a burden to put on mid-
dle-class families. They’re 
not there to do that. A back 
door tax on people who use 
water is unfair and unnec-
essary.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

A new report by the Independent Budget Office says there is not 
much that can be done to substantially cut water rates without 
cutting maintenance and operating costs.

High water rates are here to stay: City study
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THE JUNCTION FOOD BAZAAR IS BETTER THAN EVER!

QUEENS
1580 Gates Ave. | Ridgewood
34-20 Junction Blvd. | Jackson Heights
97-27 57th Ave. | Corona
35-60 Junction Blvd. | Corona
5801 Junction Blvd. | Corona
NEW! 42-02 Northern Blvd. | LIC

BROOKLYN
17-59 Ridgewood Place | Brooklyn
1102 Myrtle Ave. | Brooklyn
21 Manhattan Ave. | Brooklyn
417 Junius St. | Brooklyn
1682 St. John’s Place | Brooklyn

BRONX
238 East 161 St. | Bronx
1630 Bruckner Blvd. | Bronx
535 East 170 St. | Bronx

CONNECTICUT
500 Sylvan Ave. | Bridgeport

WESTCHESTER
1 Bogopa Plaza | Mount Vernon

NEW JERSEY
57-01 Broadway | West NY
635 S. Clinton Ave. | Trenton

www.MyFoodBazaar.com

GRAN 
REAPERTURA
Ventas Increíbles 

Hasta El 
14 DE MAYO

¡El Food Bazaar de 
Junction Blvd. está 
mejor que nunca!

Totalmente Renovado

34-20 Junction Blvd. 
Jackson Heights 

Queens, NY 11372 

718-565-2544

Grand Re-Opening
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Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
Rates subject to change without notice. Not all borrowers will qualify. Visit website for complete list of rates. Terms and restrictions apply. 

We’ll help you leverage the value of your 
home with competitive rates and personal 
attention you �ust won’t �nd at �igger �an�s� 
At Qside, you’re a member, not a number. 
Come say hello. 

�����
����
������
�����


Home Equity 
Loan 

4.25%
Fixed Rate, 
5-Year Term 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

3.75%
Variable Rate 

HELOC

APR* APR*

� Rates applicable to all credit scores

� No prepayment penalties 

� Re�nancing and pre-approval available

� No points, application fees, 
transaction fees or annual fees

THE LAST GREAT DEAL
IN NYC REAL ESTATE 
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Following a harsh win-
ter that pounded New York 
City with an uncharacter-
istic amount of snow, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) has introduced legis-
lation that would transfer 
the burden of shoveling out 
fire hydrants from hom-
eowners to the city Sanita-
tion Department.

Avella joined hom-
eowners and civic leaders 
in Bellerose last week to 
announce a bill that would 
amend the city’s adminis-
trative code by making it 
the responsibility of DSNY 
to remove snow and ice 
buildup surrounding fire 
hydrants citywide.

Current city regula-
tions require property 
owners to make sure any 
hydrants in front of their 
homes are properly cleared 
and accessible after snow-
storms.

But the senator said 
not every property owner 
is able to shovel out a fire 
hydrant near his or her 

house, which poses a seri-
ous safety threat if the hy-
drant were needed in the 
event of a fire. The extra 
few minutes it could take 
for the Fire Department 
to clear the snow could 
cost someone their life, he 
warned.

“We had an unusu-
ally harsh winter and I 
think it’s an indication of 
times to come,” said Avella. 
“There are seniors who 
worry about who will take 
care of it when there’s 3 or 4 
feet of snow in front of their 
house. Imagine a senior cit-
izen who is physically not 
able and can’t afford to hire 
someone to shovel and you 
can see how much of a fear 
this can become if there is 
ever a fire on their block.”

Jerry Wind, president 
of the Bellerose Hillside 
Civic Association and own-
er of the home where Avella 
announced his bill, said he 
felt the strain of the severe 
weather this winter as he 
struggled to maintain the 
hydrant outside his house.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

A group of 1,500 Flush-
ing residents and business 
owners have had enough 
of the traffic and parking 
problems which have long 
plagued the neighborhood.

The group submitted a 
petition to City Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) last 
week calling on him to ad-
dress transportation issues 
they said have hobbled the 
community.

“While they started 
as minor nuisances and 
government bullying, they 
have combined to make liv-
ing and working in Flush-
ing intolerable,” the peti-
tion said.

Among the problems 
the petition asked Koo to 
tackle were restrictive me-
tered parking regulations 
under which parkers are 
charged until 10 p.m. in 
most of downtown Flush-
ing.

The petitioners argued 
these regulations are un-
fair, as metered parking in 
most other neighborhoods 
is only in effect until 7 p.m.

“The additional park-
ing tax is unfair and has 
been deliberately targeted 
against this immigrant 
community,” the petition 
said.

Koo has already in-
troduced legislation to the 
Council to address this 
problem. If passed, the 
bill would change parking 

regulations so that meters 
could only charge motorists 
between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

The petition’s sup-
porters also called on 
Koo to work to extend the 
one-hour parking limit on 
downtown Flushing’s me-
tered parking spaces. Res-
taurant owners said this 
restriction deters shoppers 
from staying longer in the 
neighborhood and prevents 
them from sitting down at a 
restaurant for a meal.

“Two-hour parking 
would let people go to res-
taurants,” said Timothy 

Chuang, owner of 101 Tai-
wanese Cuisine, a restau-
rant on 40th Road in down-
town Flushing. “One hour 
isn’t enough. Two hours is 
more reasonable for down-
town Flushing.”

Petitioners called for 
the limit to be extended to 
two hours, saying it is un-
reasonable to expect people 
can walk from their car to 
a restaurant, be seated, eat 
a meal and walk back all 
within an hour.

“Having a shorter time 
doesn’t make restaurant-
goers eat faster or cycle 

parking more. It just forces 
people to get up in the mid-
dle of their meals,” the peti-
tion said.

Koo’s office said he 
would be working with the 
city Department of Trans-
portation to extend the lim-
its.

Residents also called 
on the councilman to ad-
dress conditions on College 
Point Boulevard, which is 
riddled with potholes and is 
still waiting to be repaved 
after new traffic islands 
were put in last fall.

Jerry Wind, president of the Bellerose Hillside Civic Association, 
speaks alongside state Sen. Tony Avella at a May 1 news confer-
ence. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Community business leaders and owners present City Councilman Peter Koo with a petition urging 
him to address traffic problems. Photo courtesy Koo

Avella calls on city 
to shovel hydrants

Flushing laments traffi c
Business owners urge Koo to tackle downtown parking woes
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens elected offi-
cials were quick to praise 
the diverse roster of spiri-
tual leaders tapped to give 
invocations at City Council 
meetings following the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s ruling 
that opening local govern-
ment meetings with sec-
tarian prayers is constitu-
tional.

They were less vo-
cal about how the decision 
bodes with prayer at NYPD 
precinct community coun-
cil meetings.

The Supreme Court 
ruled 5-4 Monday that the 
town of Greece, in upstate 
New York, was not violat-
ing the law by selecting 
mostly Christians to serve 
as chaplains for the month 
and recite a prayer before 
town meetings began.

Two Greece residents 
sued because they believed 
the practice violated their 
religious or philosophical 
views. They sought an in-
junction that would limit 
the town to “inclusive” 
prayers that referred to a 
“generic God,” according to 
the court’s ruling.

Supreme Court Justice 
Anthony Kennedy wrote in 
the majority opinion that 
requiring invocations to be 
nonsectarian would force 
elected officials to deter-
mine and enforce what is 
acceptable and “involve 
government in religious 
matters to a far greater de-

gree.”
So long as the chap-

lains do not denigrate 
others or seek to convert 
attendees, Kennedy said 
sectarian prayer “invites 
lawmakers to reflect upon 
shared ideals and common 
ends.”

In dissent, Justice 
Elena Kagan wrote that 
Greece’s prayer tradition 
violated the “norm of re-
ligious equality” because 
the town did little to so-
licit chaplains of diverse 
backgrounds. She said this 
practice did not set an ap-
propriate tone for citizens 
who came to petition their 
government on personal is-
sues and town business.

Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) praised 
the ruling, saying it “ac-
knowledged the fact that 
we as a government get our 
authority and our power to 
serve our constituents from 
a higher power.”

Both Ulrich and Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) said they were in 
favoring of having leaders 
of various faiths give in-
vocations at Council meet-
ings.

Crowley said in a state-
ment she “accepts the use 
of prayer during public 
meetings as long as every 
religion and faith is offered 
an equal chance to partici-
pate.”

GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!
New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

560 Northern Blvd., Great Neck
516-726-1771

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Linda Stephens, a plaintiff, reacts to the U.S. Supreme Court’s rul-
ing permitting sectarian prayer at the beginning of town meet-
ings. AP Photo/

The Rochester Democrat and Chronicle,  Shawn Dowd

Queens welcomes ruling
on prayer at gov’t meets
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Members of Queens Quiet 
Skies were feeling optimistic 
about the results of the first set 
of roundtable meetings that took 
place last week between New 
York’s major airports and the ad-
vocacy group fighting to reduce 
airplane noise throughout the 
borough.

Two meetings were held last 
week, the first at LaGuardia Air-
port and the second at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport, 
to bring together Federal Aviation 
Administration officials, Port Au-
thority representatives and mem-
bers of the group to discuss what 
many residents throughout the 
borough say is an ever-increasing 
problem with airplane noise in 
their communities.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed 
legislation in March that or-
dered the Port Authority to begin 
taking part in the roundtables, 
among a series of other steps he 
mandated that would address air-
plane noise.

Originally, Queens Quiet 

Skies asked the Port Authority 
to hold one roundtable with both 
major airports, but the agency 
instead opted to separate the two, 
which Quiet Skies says it will con-
tinue to address as an issue at up-
coming meetings.

“It’s unyielding to have two 
roundtables,” said Andy Roth-
man, a Bayside resident who at-
tended both sessions on behalf 
of Community Board 11. “Our 

goal is to get rid of the noise, not 
shift it from one community to 
another.”

Each of the roundtables had 
community representation from 
residents who were invited to take 
part in the discussions, which in-
cluded several concerns Queens 
Quiet Skies has brought up in re-
cent months about certain flight 
pattern changes and how these 
shifts affect their communities in 

northeast Queens.
“We weren’t really sure how 

it would go, but it turned out to be 
a very progressive meeting,” said 
Rothman. “It wasn’t just an in-
depth discussion of our problems, 
but it was about where we’re go-
ing to go from here.”

A noise study known as Part 
150, which Cuomo also ordered 
the Port Authority to conduct as 
part of his legislation to address 
noise concerns, was one of the hot 
topics of discussion at the JFK 
meeting April 30, according to 
Queens Quiet Skies President Ja-
net McEneaney, who also serves 
on CB 11.

The Port Authority is now in 
the process of interviewing com-
panies to conduct the study, and 
McEneaney said her group was 
disappointed last week when its 
request to have input in the deci-
sion-making process was denied.

McEneaney said the round-
table also addressed opening a 
noise office in New York City to 
field complaints from residents 
about nearby airplane noise, a 
task the Port Authority has not 

yet completed despite months of 
waiting from the community.

With the first two meetings 
now complete, McEneaney said 
Queens Quiet Skies believes it is 
making progress in combatting 
the increase in noise levels in sev-
eral Queens neighborhoods.

The next set of roundtables 
will be scheduled for some time in 
June, she said, and the members 
of Queens Quite Skies are looking 
ahead to more compromise with 
the agencies they have battled 
with in the past.

“We had to drag the Port Au-
thority kicking and screaming 
into the 21st century, but I have to 
say, now that they’re doing this, 
I’m very impressed,” McEneaney 
said. “I feel very encouraged and I 
think we’re on the right track. We 
have a great opportunity to give 
the community a seat at the table, 
and if we don’t end up having a 
successful roundtable, it won’t be 
for lack of trying.”

Reach reporter Kelsey Dur-
ham at 718-260-4573 or by e-mail at 
kdurham@cnglocal.com.

Planes taxi on runways at John F. Kennedy International Airport in 2008. 
AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

Boro activists meet with FAA on plane noise

Continued on Page 8
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MOTHER’S DAY SPECIALS

 Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE  
$24 + TAX 
INCLUDES: 
 1¼ lb Lobster  

(steamed or broiled)
 French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries  

or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

TWIN  
$44 + TAX 

INCLUDES: 
 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)

 (Two) French Fries, Sweet Potato 
Fries or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–10pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 5/24/14

Exp. 5/24/14

STARTS 
5/8/14

STARTS 
5/8/14

hours to clear the tree of an 
estimated 20,000 bees.

“This neighbor keeps 
two hives on his roof and 
this morning a queen bee 
left and the entire hive fol-
lowed her right to the tree,” 
Porr said. “For three years 
I’ve called everyone from 
the politicians to 311. We 
tried everything and no-
body helped.”

Porr lives so close to 
the hives he can see them 
from the kitchen.

“It’s a quality-of-life 

issue; we can’t ever use the 
backyard,” he said.

Giganti, whose fam-
ily lives in the same two-
family home as Porr, said 
her two boys don’t like to go 
outside.

“My youngest is aller-
gic to bee stings, so he nev-
er goes out there,” she said. 
“We can’t even put up a pool 
this summer. Last year it 
was always full of dead bees 
because they come when 
they’re thirsty.”

The Astoria residents 
said they are frequently 
told when they complain 
that it is legal in New York 
state to keep bee hives on 

private property if they’re 
properly registered.

“It’s very frustrating 
as a homeowner that the 
city allows this in a resi-
dential neighborhood,” Gi-
ganti said.

But the bee popula-
tion won’t likely be bother-
ing the families - at least a 
while.

“They filled two 20 
pound bags of bees this af-
ternoon,” Porr said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Bees

being invested outside of 
Queens,” Goldfeder said. 
“These numbers just con-
firm that we’re sending 
away more money than 
we’re getting here.”

NYRA, which has a 
franchise agreement to op-
erate the three state-owned 
racetracks until 2033, ced-
ed land at all three tracks 
to the state in exchange for 
receiving a portion of the 
revenue generated at Re-
sorts World’s video lottery 
terminals. Resorts World 
has recorded national slot 
revenue records since open-
ing in late 2011.

Genting Group New 
York, which operates the 
racino, must earmark 4 
percent of the money it 
rakes in after paying out 
winnings to capital proj-
ects at Aqueduct, Belmont 
and Saratoga.

But NYRA can choose 
how to invest this money 
under the agreement.

Eric Wing, a spokes-
man for NYRA, said it was  
obligated to distribute the 
money across its portfo-
lio of racetracks because 
NYRA gave up $1 billion in 
assets, including property 
at each facility, in exchange 
for VLT funds.

Records show NYRA 
spent money on patron area 
improvements and barn up-
grades at each track in 2011, 
but Belmont also benefited 
from a storm water man-
agement project while Sara-
toga received money for a 
master development plan. 

The association bankrolled 
$1,893,000 in capital proj-
ects at Belmont, $1,486,000 
at Saratoga and $564,000 at 
Aqueduct that year.

In 2012, the South 
Ozone Park track’s share 
increased to $932,000 
while NYRA funneled 
$3,444,000 into Belmont and 
$3,852,0000 into Saratoga, 
financial records show.

Aqueduct got a re-
prieve in 2013, however.

 The Queens track ben-
efited most from the VLT 
revenue last year, receiving 
$5,321,000 in capital project 
investments vs. Belmont’s 
$5,200,000 and Saratoga’s 
$3,164,000.

Eric Wing, a spokes-
man for NYRA, said NYRA 
has a rigorous process of 
analyzing potential capital 
projects based on safety, 
revenue generation and 
cost reduction.

“We do not look to 
equally invest in all three 
facilities within any given 
year. NYRA operates three 
mature racetracks that are 
in frequent need of repair 
and updating, both in the 
grandstand and in the barn 
area, and we make deci-
sions in the best interests 
of the company as a whole,” 
Wing wrote in an e-mail.

Wing said how much 
each track generates is not 
a significant factor in in-
vestment decisions.

It is difficult to com-
pare each track’s financial 
prowess because each track 
has different racing sched-
ules. But bets placed on 
Aqueduct races account for 
31.13 percent of NYRA’s re-
lated revenue from 2011-13. 
Roughly 39.67 percent came 

from Belmont and 25.20 
percent from Saratoga.

These figures were 
compiled using an annual 
package of financial state-
ments NYRA released. The 
2012 revenue figures in-
cluded in the 2013 and 2012 
annual reports were differ-
ent. TimesLedger Newspa-
pers used numbers listed in 
the 2013 publication and did 
not receive a response from 
NYRA about why the num-
bers differed and which set 
was accurate.

Addabbo said he asked 
NYRA to consider extend-
ing summer racing hours 
into the night to siphon off 
some of the customers from 
Resorts World.

But the senator said 
such conversations went 
nowhere.

“Aqueduct in and of 
itself is part of Ozone Park 
and part of the Queens tra-
dition,” he said. “I’d like to 
save it if there is a way to 
work with NYRA and make 
the capital improvements.”

Goldfeder introduced a 
bill this winter that would 
direct all of the VLT funds 
reserved for capital im-
provements to Aqueduct. 
He said his conversations 
with Assembly leaders 
went well and a few sena-
tors were considering spon-
soring the measure.

But Addabbo said he 
believed the bill’s inten-
tions were on point, but 
the state legislature may 
not have the jurisdiction to 
implement it.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 1 

Aqueduct
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the highest of any demo-
graphic group, according 
to the CEO Poverty Mea-
sure, an annual report by 
the mayor’s office.

Queens’ poverty rate 
jumped by 5.5 percent 
to 21.9 percent during 
the recession compared 
to Manhattan’s poverty 
rate, which only rose by 
1.5 percent to 15.4 percent 
and Staten Island’s, which 
climbed by 3.2 percent to 
14.5 percent.

The borough’s num-
bers are consistent with 
the spike in the Asian 
community’s poverty 
rate, as more than half of 
the city’s Asian popula-
tion lives in Queens, ac-
cording to the study.

Language barriers 
are largely to blame for 
the disparity in the bor-
ough’s Asian community, 
the report said.

Nearly half of all the 
city’s working-age Asian 
immigrants have limited 
proficiency in the English 

language and three out of 
four Asian seniors have 
the same problem. Speak-
ers of Korean and South 
Asian languages suffer 
particularly poor lan-
guage access at city agen-
cies and therefore are un-
able to tap vital services 
which would alleviate 
their financial troubles, 
the report said.

“If we want to seri-
ously address issues of 
poverty and unemploy-
ment, we need to look 
at needs and one of the 
practical needs is English 
language resources for 
new immigrants so they 
can become fully inte-
grated into our economy,” 
said John Choe, director 
of One Flushing, an eco-
nomic development center 
that provides language 
and job services to new 
immigrants in Flushing, 
the epicenter of the Asian 
population in Queens.

Choe said there is a 
perception among some 
that new Asian immi-
grants do not want to 
learn English, but this is 
far from the truth. Flush-

ing’s Library’s Adult 
Learning Center holds 
a lottery ever quarter 
for the limited slots in 
their English language 
classes because they get 
hundreds of applications, 
Choe said.

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
administration recently 
expressed a commitment 
to expanding access to 
language services for the 
Asian community to help 
bridge the gap and to bet-
ter integrate immigrants.

Choe said there is a 
misconception that all 
Asian Americans are 
well-off. This concept of a 
model minority arose in 
the 1960s and ’70s when 
only the well-educated or 
those with enough capital 
were capable of emigrat-
ing, Choe said.

But new Asian immi-
grants have not had the 
financial means of their 
predecessors.

Continued from Page 1 

Poverty
a buyer for the landmarked 
home at 18-33 41st St.

“We’re very proud to 
be able to procure a deal for 
the mansion,” Cornea said. 
“The building’s exterior is 
landmarked at the highest 
level and it cannot be torn 
down.”

The new owners plan 
to restore the 27-room man-
sion and work with elected 
officials to find a useful way 
to return it to the fabric of 
the community, according 
to Constantinides.

“It’s early and, of 
course, nothing is set in 
stone, but I get the feeling 
they really want to work 
with Astoria to re-establish 
the mansion as a museum, 
a cultural center or a com-
munity center,” he said. 
“No nightclub or disco, no 
catering hall or restaurant. 
I feel better about where we 
are right now.”

Bob Singleton, presi-
dent of the Greater Astoria 
Historical Society, a group 
that traces its roots to the 
Steinway Mansion in the 

early 1980s, holding their 
meetings in the home,  was 
let down when he heard of 
the sale. As leader of The 
Friends of Steinway Man-
sion, Singleton had hoped 
to raise $5 million to buy 
the mansion and restore it 
for the use of the commu-
nity.

“We’re disappointed 
that we weren’t able to ac-
quire the mansion at this 
time,” he said. “We had a lot 
of support and the specific 

talent to restore the man-
sion properly. The Friends 
has every intention of con-
tinuing forward.”

Singleton said his 
group would be amenable 
to playing a significant role 
in the mansion’s future.

“We’re very much in-
terested in programs that 
celebrate the community’s 
heritage, ideas that we 
could explore, the tradi-
tions of arts and artisans 
and have the opportunity 
to teach those disciplines to 
the youth of tomorrow,” Sin-
gleton said. “The Friends 
are certainly the best party 
to play that role because of 
the work we’ve done in try-
ing to put together a focus 
for the mansion.”

Built in 1858, the 
building was purchased by 
William Steinway, of the 
legendary piano-making 
family, in 1870. The Hal-
berian family bought the 
property in 1927. Michael 
Halberian lived in the home 
his entire life until he died 
in 2010.

His daughter, Michele 
Kazarian, became the exec-
utor of the estate and quick-
ly became frustrated with 
the process of selling the 
Steinway Mansion.

Continued from Page 1 

Mansion

The building’s 
exterior is 

landmarked at the 
highest level and 
cannot be torn 

down.
Lauren Cornea

Amorelli Realty

Call the 
newsroom: 
718-260-4545
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