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BY BILL PARRY

A federal court ruling has 
left both parties satisfied after a 
grueling 2 1/2-year lawsuit.

A Brooklyn-based organiza-
tion called the Gowanus Dredgers 
Canoe Club took the founder of 
the LIC Community Boathouse, 
Erik Baard, to court in 2011, su-
ing for trademark infringement 
after he used the Boathouse logo 
on his Facebook page.

The Gowanus Dredgers were 
angry he used the page to dispar-
age their leadership after a power 
struggle at the LIC Boathouse led 
to Baard’s eviction from the club 
he founded.

The LIC Community Boat-
house, at 46-01 5th St. in Long Is-
land City, offers recreational and 

educational paddling programs 
along the East River.

After a drawn-out trial in 
Brooklyn federal court, Judge 
Pamela Chen found no malice 
in Baard’s actions and that he 
had not infringed since he had 
changed the title of the Facebook 
page from LIC Community Boat-
house to LIC Community Boat-
house Founder.

“I am grateful and content 
that Judge Chen ruled in my fa-
vor,” Baard said. “It’s gratifying 
to win, but now it’s time to move 
on and return to more productive 
work and creating good things 
like HarborLAB and Gotham Or-
chards.”

HarborLAB is another boat-
ing club where Baard began 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Tori Ramos of Cambria Heights gets a little help from her sister, Sade 
Aguila, during a cooking contest at Cohen Children’s Medical Center. Tori 
made a dish called Fish in the Sand from red snapper and couscous. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

KIDS’ COOK-OFF

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Parkway Hospital has sat 
vacant for years, but two firms 
are vying to control the future of 
what has been a no-man’s land in 
Forest Hills.

Jasper Venture Group LLC, a 
Manhattan-based real estate firm 
founded in 2013, announced last 
week that it planned to transform 
the hospital building into condo-
miniums.

Rufino Marcelino, the office 
manager of Jasper Venture, said 
the company forged a partner-
ship with Auberge Grand Central 
LLC, which holds the mortgage 
on the 70-35 113th St. property.

The partners expect the com-
pany that entered the winning 
bid during a January foreclosure 
auction will default on the pur-
chase during the scheduled May 
29 closing date.

At that point, Marcelino said 
Jasper Venture Group would pur-
sue its condominiums plan.

“They are close to forgoing 
their deposit,” he said about 70-35 
113th St. LLC,. the entity which 
placed the winning bid. “We’re 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Years of studies are on the horizon for a ra-
dioactive Ridgewood block that has been added to 
the federal Superfund cleanup program, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency said.

Judith Enck, regional administrator for the 

Toxic Ridgewood block added

to Superfund program by EPA BY ALEX ROBINSON

Five elementary school 
students were honored by 
City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) Monday 
for winning an art compe-
tition to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the 
Bronx-Whitestone Bridge.

More than 300 stu-
dents submitted artwork 
for the contest, which was 
organized by the Welcome 
to Whitestone Civic Asso-
ciation.

“Coming up with the 
Top Five was close to im-
possible,” Welcome to Whit-
estone President Devon 

O’Connor, told the winners 
at Vallone’s office. “But 
you guys did it and they’re 
amazing.”

Participants were 
asked to make a piece of 
artwork on a standard 
piece of A4 paper depicting 
the bridge. The pieces also 

Athena Koutsothanasis shows off her 
award-winning drawing and prize. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Parkway site
could become

condominiums

 LIC boaters
end war over

Facebook logo
Boathouse ruling pleases both sides
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Bridge turns 75 as kids paint
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The litmus test for 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s af-
fordable housing plan rests 
in Ridgewood — if you ask 
one group of tenants.

Residents of six rent-
stabilized apartment build-
ings clustered near the 
border of Ridgewood and 
Bushwick, Brooklyn, are 
attempting to lobby the city 
into providing some of the 
financing a nonprofit hous-
ing group would need to 
purchase the buildings cur-
rently tied up in foreclosure 
and bankruptcy cases.

Ed Josephson, an at-
torney representing the 
tenants, said the six prop-
erties’ trajectory mirrored 
thousands of rent-regulated 
apartments across the city 
that seem to cycle through 
legal proceedings while 
tenants worry about their 
homes’ affordability and 
no entity seems responsible 
for upkeep.

“This is an interest-
ing little test case as to how 
de Blasio’s housing plan 
works in the real world,” 
said Josephson, litigation 
director at Legal Services 
NYC. “You’ve got 36 units, 
they’re pretty much typi-
cal .... In a pretty similar 
cast of characters, you have 
a hedge fund trying to buy 
them, a managing company 
managing them.”

The buildings — 16-26, 
16-73 and 16-75 Woodbine 
St.; 18-21 and 18-94 Cornelia 
St.; and 18-14 Linden St. — 
fell into foreclosure in 2007. 
In 2012, the landlord Ridge-
wood Realty LLC  filed for 
bankruptcy. Stabilis Capi-
tal Management acquired 
the $4.99 million consoli-
dated mortgage on the lots 
in 2011.

The court appointed a 
receiver to collect rent and 
manage the buildings, but 
Josephson said the build-
ings went neglected. Later, 
a managing agent was hired 
to step in, but complaints 
about repairs persisted.

The residents seek 

to remedy the situation 
by getting the city to help 
Community Assisted Ten-
ant Controlled Housing, a 
nonprofit that purchases 
distressed buildings and 
turns them into affordable 
housing, find the money to 
make Stabilis a competi-
tive offer for the buildings 
in bankruptcy court this 
June.

If the sale went 
through, Stabilis would 
create a governing board 
modeled after a co-op..

The mayor’s office did 
not respond to a request for 
comment.

Elise Golden, lead ten-
ant organizer with the Ur-
ban Homesteading Assis-
tance Board, which helped 
the Ridgewood residents 
band together, said the 
locks on the doors easily 
malfunction and remain 
broken, pests are a problem 
and heat and hot water are 
inconsistent.

Denise Serrano, who 
lives at 18-21 Cornelia St., 
said she has grown used to 
fixing problems around her 
home, spotty electricity in 
the hallway and dangling 
wires in the basement.

She said some neigh-
bors stopped paying rent 
because they were tired of 
seeing maintenance stag-
nant.

But Serrano said she 

and her neighbors were 
told their rent could in-
crease if major work was 
undertaken.

“I had to move from 
Williamsburg because the 
rents became outrageous. 
I see the neighborhood 
changing,” she said. “I don’t 
think there’s anything af-
fordable around here.”

Rent for the 36 railroad-
style, one-to-two-bedroom 
units ranges from about 
$700 to $1,200 a month, ac-
cording to Josephson.

Stabilis Capital said 
the managing agent was 
appointed by and answers 
to the federal bankruptcy 
court.

“Stabilis doesn’t actu-
ally have any legal control 
over these properties, and 
the company is not even per-
mitted by the court to come 
in and fix anything them-
selves,” Stabilis spokesman 
Konstantin Shishkin wrote 
in an e-mail, adding that 
the firm had “extensively” 
financed repair work un-
dertaken by both the man-
aging agent and receiver.

Josephson said it was 
hard to gauge what a com-
petitive offer would be be-
cause Stabilis bought the 
mortgage at a discount 
and he was unsure about 
the size of the down pay-
ment and other financing 
details.

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Residents in six Ridgewood residences, including 17-26 Woodbine 
St., want the city to help a nonprofit purchase their buildings. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Ridgewood residents 
ask for housing help
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Several thousand air-

port workers voted to join 
a union to further their on-
going battle for fair wages 
and benefits.

At a raucous proceed-
ing Monday, at Riverside 
Church on Manhattan’s 
Upper West Side, communi-
ty groups counted commit-
ment cards signed by 4,051 
workers to join SEIU 32BJ.

The workers say they 
are now ready to fight for 
a binding contract and the 
enforcement of a directive 
issued by the Port Author-
ity in January demand-
ing that four airlines that 
use Kennedy and LaGuar-
dia airports raise wages 
to $10.10 per hour. Work-
ers’ wages are currently 
around $8 per hour, which 
is the minimum wage in 
New York state. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
urged the action by the 
Port Authority following a 

rally and protest by airport 
workers on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day followed by a 
10-mile march by 100 of the 
workers from Kennedy to 
LaGuardia April 4. Both 
marches were organized by 
SEIU 32BJ.

“Look how far we’ve 
come in such a short time,” 
worker Michael Carey said. 
“I know it’s not going to be 
easy, but I’m confident we 
will get a union, that we 
will get a contract that pays 
us fair wages and benefits 
and that we will get the 
respect and dignity in our 
workplaces.”

Former Mayor David 
Dinkins attended the event 
and told the workers, “Your 
cause is just and everybody 
knows that. I am confident 
that you are going to win 
and I will be proud to say I 
was with you.”

Carey served as the 
master of ceremony, tell-
ing the crowd that he is a 
security officer for contrac-
tor Aviation Safeguard at 

Kennedy and does the same 
job as the officers who work 
for Allied Barton, which is 
contracted to the Port Au-

thority at the airports.  But 
he said he earns less than 
half their pay without any 
of the benefits like health 

care, vacation and pension 
that they get.

The Rev. James Forbes, 
of Riverside Church, said, 

“We stand with you 100 per-
cent. We will not rest until 
people understand that we 
will not be a great nation 
until everyone is given the 
wages we deserve and the 
conditions that will sustain 
us. Only then will we be 
the great America we talk 
about.”

Meanwhile, following 
three strikes and tense ne-
gotiations, the “carwash-
eros” at the Off Broadway 
Car Wash have won a con-
tract that will raise wages 
and establish a host of 
worker protections.

Off Broadway, at 42-
08 80th St. in Elmhurst, 
becomes the seventh car 
wash to reach a contract 
since the Wash New York 
campaign began in 2012, a 
collaboration of the Retail, 
Wholesale and Depart-
ment Store Union and two 
organizing groups: Make 
the Road New York and 
New York Communities for 
Change.

Thousands of airport workers vote to join SEIU 32BJ as their battle for fair wages. Photo by Bill Parry 

Airport workers sign on to unionize
Thousands turn in cards committing to SEIU 32BJ in latest effort to make fair wage with benefi ts

BY KELSEY DURHAM

A St. John’s University pro-
fessor has been nominated for a 
prestigious national award that 
recognizes members of the com-
munity who reach out to help 
improve the lives of the people 
around them.

Dr. Elissa Brown, a practic-
ing psychologist who has also 
taught at the university in Ja-
maica Estates for 10 years, was 
chosen as one of six finalists for 
the Johnson & Johnson Champi-
ons of Care program, which hon-
ors acts of kindness within a local 
community.

Brown is one of two New 
Yorkers, both of whom live in 
Westchester County, to be picked 
as a finalist for the award.

“Through Champions of 
Care, Johnson & Johnson is cel-

ebrating those who selflessly 
care for others each and every 
day, and the six finalists are true 
examples of those who make a 
real difference in their communi-
ties,” Holly Means, vice president 
of corporate equity strategy and 
sponsorships at Johnson & John-
son, said in a statement.

Since 2001, Brown has run a 
program called the Child HELP 
Partnership, which provides free 
therapy services to children and 
families who have experienced 
some form of trauma and are 
now dealing with the psycho-
logical aftermath. The program 
treats children suffering from 
post-traumatic stress disorder, 
depression and other conditions 
that can arise from witnessing or 
enduring some form of violence 
or abuse.

“Our mission is to protect 

children from trauma and its 
emotional impact,” said Brown, 
who started the clinic in Manhat-
tan but moved it to Flushing in 
2004. “There is no other program 
I know of in Queens that offers 
this for free to the community. We 
really want the best for the people 
of Queens and try to serve the 
culturally and ethnically diverse 
people who live here.”

Since moving her program 
to Flushing, Brown said it has 
served nearly 1,000 students in 
the last 10 years, along with more 
than 1,200 parents and caregiv-
ers who also deal with the conse-
quences of a child experiencing 
trauma at a young age.

Brown said the program is 
run on completely evidence-based 
techniques, meaning the patients 
who come to her are treated using 
psychological procedures that are 

proven in literature to have posi-
tive effects.

“I think what’s incredible is 
that you’re taking kids that have 
been through so much and you’re 
offering them something that we 
know helps,” she said. “They may 
walk in with PTSD, anger, ag-
gression or depression, but when 
they leave us after a relatively 
short period of time — usually 
treatment is about 20 sessions — 
we see tremendous reductions in 
those symptoms, about an 83 per-
cent reduction.”

Like many others who dedi-
cate their time to helping their 
community, Brown said she nev-
er wanted any kind of recognition 
for the work she has been doing 
for the past 13 years.St. John’s University professor Dr. 

Elissa Brown is one of six finalists for 
the Johnson & Johnson Champions of 
Care award. Getty Images for J&J

SJU professor nominated for community service award
Psychologist runs program that provides free therapy to children who have experienced trauma

Visit us online at

www.Timesledger.com
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All life is precious
and the loss of a loved 

one is devastating. 
While there is no easy way

to face all that needs
to be done, let us help
you through this most

diffi cult time.

St. John Cemetery Mount St. Mary Cemetery

A variety of options including
in-ground burial, indoor and outdoor crypts, 

and cremation niches are available.

Catholic Cemeteries can help because we are different, not merely a 
corner or section in any cemetery, but a sacred place dedicated by the 

Church for those who share our faith and belief in life everlasting.

www.ccbklyn.org
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A lawsuit alleging that 
congressional candidate 
Stephen Labate gathered 
forged and fraudulent sig-
natures on his 
campaign peti-
tions was with-
drawn this week 
after an attorney 
representing his 
opponent, Grant 
Lally, moved to dismiss 
the case in the middle of 
a court hearing, less than 
three weeks after Lally 
filed the suit.

Lawyers for the two 
Republican candidates 
challenging U.S. Rep. Steve 
Israel (D-Melville) for his 
seat in New York’s 3rd Con-
gressional District faced off 
in Nassau County Supreme 
Court Monday after Lally 
filed papers April 24 in 
objection to several signa-
tures obtained on Labate’s 
petitions.

The suit alleged that 
some signatures were forg-

eries and claimed that oth-
ers were obtained from vot-
ers not registered with the 
Republican Party, which 
petitioning rules require.

The 3rd Congressio-
nal District covers 
parts of Nassau 
County in addi-
tion to the Queens 
neighborhoods of 
Little Neck, Whit-
estone and Doug-

laston.
About two hours into 

the hearing, John Ciampo-
li, the attorney represent-
ing Lally’s campaign, made 
a motion to withdraw the 
lawsuit and was granted 
his request by Judge Dana 
Winslow. He later said in 
a statement that the cam-
paign chose to dismiss the 
case due to “the failure of 
certain witnesses to appear 
in court,” but did not say 
who the witnesses were.

Lally did not attend the 
hearing, which a member of 
his campaign staff said was 
because he was not called 

as a witness and he did not 
feel the need to appear.

Thomas Ognibene, a 
Queens Republican who 
represents the Labate cam-
paign, said after court Mon-
day that he was happy to 
see the suit dismissed and 
maintained that all of La-
bate’s petition signatures 
were in line with county 
 Board of Elections regula-
tions.

“They were barking up 
the wrong tree,” Ognibene 
said of the Lally campaign 
on filing the lawsuit. “We’ll 
let them fight it out in the 

primary.”
The biggest complaint 

Lally had against his oppo-
nent was vested in a family 
from Bellmore, L.I., whose 
19-year-old daughter, Lisa 
Maneggio, volunteered to 
help gather signatures for 
Labate’s petitions. Lally’s 
suit alleged that Maneggio’s 
signature, which appeared 
three times on the docu-
ment, was forged because 
it did not look the same on 
each page.

The Maneggio family 
recently filed a complaint 
with the Nassau County 

Police Department alleg-
ing that a man they believe 
to be Lally stalked and ha-
rassed them at their home 
last month about the signa-
tures on the petition, which 
Lally denies being involved 
in and later said the family 
filed a false police report.

After Ciampoli elected 
not to call Maneggio to the 
stand to testify, Winslow 
issued his ruling, stating 
that he did not believe her 
signatures were forged and 
dismissed the complaint 
against Maneggio.

“If it looks different, it 
doesn’t mean in and of itself 
that it’s a forgery,” Winslow 
said. “A person can sign 
something slowly, rapidly, 
carefully or thoughtfully 
and the results of them may 
be different.”

Winslow noted that 
there were no perceptible 
differences in Maneggio’s 
signatures on two of the 
petition pages, saying they 
had significant character-
istics in common with a 

voter registration packet 
obtained from the county 
Board of Elections that 
showed her signature.

The third signature, he 
said, showed a minor differ-
ence in how the last name 
was signed, but Winslow 
said he believed all three 
signatures were made by 
Maneggio.

After the complaint 
involving Maneggio was 
dismissed, Ciampoli called 
Labate to the stand and 
questioned him briefly on 
how he guaranteed that the 
residents he asked to sign 
his petition were registered 
members of the Republican 
Party.

Labate said he ob-
tained addresses from the 
county Board of Elections 
and visited only the houses 
of voters who were regis-
tered with the party, also 
saying he asked them to 
verify their party status be-
fore signing his petition.

Congressional candidates Stephen Labate (l.) and Grant Lally (r.) 
faced off in court this week over signatures gathered on cam-
paign petitions.

Lally drops suit over Labate’s petition signatures

www.Timesledger.com
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Students and faculty 
at Queensborough Com-
munity College have joined 
people all over the world 
in support of rescuing the 
nearly 300 girls who were 
kidnapped from a board-
ing school in Nigeria last 
month.

The campus commu-
nity gathered Wednesday 
at the school in Bayside to 
join the fight against Boko 
Haram, the Islamic ter-
rorist group that abducted 
276 school girls April 14. A 
group of about 30 students 
and teachers posed to rep-
licate a photograph using 
the “Bring Back Our Girls” 
hashtag that has captured 
social media in recent 
weeks after news outlets 
reported the hundreds of 
young women were miss-
ing.

The photo was then 
sent to First Lady Michelle 
Obama, who also joined the 
movement by posting her 
own photo on Twitter May 
7 holding a paper that had 
the same phrase.

The idea for the group 
photo at QCC was sparked 
by an adjunct professor, 
Evy Poumpouras, who first 
took part in a separate pho-
to opportunity  last week 
with her criminal justice 
class.

As a former Secret 
Service agent who used 
to be part of the security 
teams for President Barack 
Obama and the first lady, 
Poumpouras has the in-

side connections needed to 
get the photo to the White 
House to show the college’s 
support for the girls.

She said she was 
moved to act because of the 
underlying reason behind 
the kidnapping — the ter-
ror group’s opposition to 
the girls receiving an orga-
nized Western education — 
and how it affected her and 
the rest of the college. After 
seeing Michelle Obama’s 
photo posted to Twitter, she 
decided to ask her class to 
follow.

“I saw that photo and 
just thought it was very 
strong and powerful.” 
Poumpouras said. “I did a 
photo with the class and 

then the school decided we 
wanted to do it with the rest 
of the college and send a 
message that we’re here, in 
school, and trying to get an 
education. Sometimes we 
don’t realize how lucky we 
are that we can do that.”

Poumpouras also 
frequently appears on na-
tional news programs as 
a law enforcement expert. 
She was most recently part 
of a May 13 discussion on 
MSNBC on whether it is ap-
propriate to negotiate with 
terrorists as a way to get 
the girls home safely. Dur-
ing the live broadcast, the 
photo of Poumpouras’ class 
was aired.

Students and faculty at Queensborough Community College 
hold signs in support of the kidnapped Nigerian girls. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

Queensborough shows support 
for kidnapped Nigerian girls
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
A retired Whitestone 

fire chief is coming out of 
retirement to become May-
or Bill de Blasio’s FDNY 
commissioner.

De Blasio named Dan-
iel Nigro, 65, as the newest 
commissioner in his ad-
ministration last week. The 
Whitestone resident served 
as chief of department from 
2001 until he retired in 2002 
and led the FDNY following 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

He ascended to chief 
of department after his su-
perior, Peter Ganci, died 
when the World Trade Cen-
ter collapsed.

“Dan was apart of 
this department in some 
of its most challenging mo-
ments,” de Blasio told re-
porters at the FDNY acad-
emy on Randall’s Island. 
“[He] rose to the occasion 
over and over again.”

Born in Bayside as the 
son of a firefighter, Nigro 

joined the FDNY in 1969 
and served for 33 years be-
fore his retirement. He is 
credited with overseeing 
the merger of Emergency 
Medical Services with the 
FDNY.

“He had to lead the 
FDNY and inspire it 
through its darkest days 
and help get this depart-
ment back on his feet,” de 
Blasio said.

Nigro faced his tough-
est test in the days and 
weeks that followed 9/11. 
He lost not only a superior, 
but also a friend in Ganci, 
whose son Chris attended 
the announcement cer-
emony.

“I remember thinking 
afterwards how proud my 
father would have been of 
you, Dan,” he said. “But I 
know for sure that today, 
he’d be beaming with pride 
to see you achieve this mon-
umental achievement.”

Nigro rose through 
the ranks and was chief of 
operations before he was 
promoted to Ganci’s rank. 
After 9/11, he was forced to 
leave the department on a 
disability pension because 
of respiratory problems he 
suffered. Nigro said this 
will, however, not affect his 
duties as commissionaire.

“[It] precluded me 
from doing what these uni-
formed people do,” Nigro 
said in front of a group of 
probationary firefighters. 
“But that’s not what the 
mayor hired me to do. So 
that’s it.”

BY KELSEY DURHAM

A few months ago, 
Brooklyn resident Dan 
Moynihan sent an e-mail 
that would end up chang-
ing his life forever.

At the time, the 49-year-
old, who lives in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, had gone years 
without being able to hear 
in his right ear after being 
diagnosed in 2009 with an 
acoustic neuroma, a tumor 
doctors say he likely devel-
oped as a result of exposure 
to carcinogens when he re-
sponded as a volunteer fire-
fighter to the World Trade 
Center Sept. 11, 2001.

In 2012, Moynihan 
had surgery to remove the 
tumor, and the doctors 
told him there was a good 
chance he would lose his 
hearing on the right side.

“I thought I was pre-
pared, but you’re never re-
ally prepared for the loss of 
your hearing,” he said. “I 
would have to fake conver-
sations in restaurants with 
friends because I couldn’t 
hear what they were say-
ing. I couldn’t even locate 
my phone at home when it 
started to ring.”

Though Moynihan is 
also a former U.S. Marine 
who is covered by benefits 
through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, 
most insurance plans — in-
cluding his own — do not 
cover the cost of hearing 
aids, which he said can cost 

thousands of dollars to pur-
chase and have fitted.

Frustrated with the 
disability he was left with, 
Moynihan made a desper-
ate plea for help.

“I posted a message on 
Facebook asking if anyone 
knew someone in the hear-
ing industry that I could 
talk to,” he said.

A friend of Moyni-
han’s suggested he speak 
to Dr. Alison Hoffmann, a 
seasoned audiologist and 
co-owner of Advanced 
Hearing Center in Floral 
Park. Queens. Moynihan 
sent Hoffmann an e-mail 
in March explaining his 

condition and promptly re-
ceived a response saying 
she was willing to help.

By the end of April, 
less than a month after 
Moynihan first reached 
out to her, Hoffmann had 
worked with a manufactur-
er called Widex to secure a 
top-of-the-line hearing aid 
worth roughly $7,000 that 
they partnered together to 
have donated to him at no 
cost.

“I was so touched by 
someone who was so nega-
tively impacted by being a 
Good Samaritan and I just 
felt something good should 
come his way,” Hoffmann 

said.
Having three broth-

ers and a father who were 
New York City firefight-
ers, Hoffmann said she was 
particularly interested in 
Moynihan’s story because 
of the personal connection 
she has with the FDNY and 
those who were affected by 
9/11.

“I definitely had a lot 
of empathy for what he 
went through and I guess 
it touched a little bit closer 
to home,” she said. “I mean, 
we’re from New York. How 
can you not be affected by 
9/11 and what it’s done to 
all of us?”

Dr. Alison Hoffmann (l.) examines Dan Moynihan last month before fitting him for a hearing aid. 
Photo courtesy Seiden Communications

Whitestone fi re chief
named FDNY head

Samaritan can hear again
Floral Park audiologist helps 9/11 responder who lost use of right ear

Daniel Nigro is named the 
city’s next FDNY commissioner 
by Mayor Bill de Blasio. 
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198-29 HORACE HARDING EXP. FRESH MEADOWS
(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO WALDBAUM’S)

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS.
ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

SALE SALE

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR
GRAND WINE AND LIQUOR 

TASTING
SATURDAY, JUNE 7TH, 2014

FROM 4PM-8PM

LARGEST SELECTION OF WINE & SPIRITS IN QUEENS

SOBIESKI
VODKA

BLACKSTONE 
MERLOT

RELAX 
RIESLING 

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

JOHNNIE WALKER
RED

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

ROBERT MONDAVI 
PRIVATE SELECTION 

CABERNET

SILVER OAK 
ALEXANDER VALLEY

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

CUPCAKE WINE 
ALL TYPES

ZACCAGNINI 
MONTEPULCIANO

MEZZA CORONA 
PINOT GRIGIO

KENDALL JACKSON
CHARDONNAY

GREY GOOSE
VODKA

$33.99
1 L.

1.75 LTR.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

I.5 L.

1.75 LTR.

750 ML. 750 ML.

750 ML.

1.5 LTR.

750 ML.

750 ML.

1.5 L.

750 ML.

SVEDKA 
VODKA

1.75 LTR.

$17.99 $17.99

$7.99

$8.99

$16.99

BAREFOOT WINE 
ALL TYPES

1.5 LTR.

$9.99

$9.99

$31.99

CARNIVOR
CABERNET

750 ML.

$8.99

MILAGRO
SILVER TEQUILA

750 ML.

$19.99

$8.99 $7.99

$49.99

$9.99

$8.99

2 FOR $19.99

$9.99

$9.99

MEMORIAL DAY SALE

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More

6 Bottles
or More

12 Bottles
or More

NOW THROUGH JUNE 30, 2014
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

W
IN

E
 SA

L
E

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase 

of $100 or More
NOW THROUGH JUNE 30, 2014
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

CAVIT
PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 LTR.
$10.99

FR A N N Y LE W
WI N E & LI Q U O R

BLUE TAG SALE: 

PURCHASE ANY 2 BLUE TAG ITEMS 

& RECEIVE 

15% OFF
ASSORT 12 BOTTLES &  RECEIVE 

25% OFF

CHARDONNAY SALE:10% OFF OUR SELECTION OF OVER 100 CHARDONNAYS
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

BY BILL PARRY

The fourth annual 
Taste of Sunnyside Tuesday 
evening will be different 
than the previous three.

The showcase event, 
run by Sunnyside Shines, 
will have a record number 
of restaurants and bars 
participating in a dramati-
cally different setting.

“We’re pitching a fes-
tival tent under the 7 train 
el between 45th and 46th 
streets,” Sunnyside Busi-
ness Improvement District 
Executive Director Rachel 
Thieme said. “It’s such a 
central location in the com-
munity and it should really 
create a buzz. A huge tent 
in the middle of Queens 
Boulevard should merit 
some attention.”

Claret Wine Bar is one 
of the 26 establishments 
taking part. Manager Jus-
tin Costello believes the 
new venue will create more 
interest than in past years, 
when the event was held 

indoors at Sunnyside Com-
munity Services, at 43-31 
39th St.

“It’s interesting and 
different and we’re look-
ing forward to it,” Costello 
said. “I’m sure it will draw 
plenty of notice and make 
for an even bigger event 
next year.”

Thieme felt it was time 

to think outside the box 
and make the Taste of Sun-
nyside accessible to more 
people.

“It’s all about showing 
off what the community 
has to offer. We loved the 
Sunnyside Community Ser-
vices, but we had to split the 
evening into two sittings 
because the space was only 

big enough for 250 people at 
a time,” Thieme said. “Now 
we can do one big seating 
for 500 and they can stay 
and sample the neighbor-
hood’s restaurants for the 
whole evening.”

The lineup is diverse: 
Mexican cuisine from 
DeMole, Japanese from 
Takesushi, Italian from 

Venturo and Asian-Amer-
ican fusion from Salt and 
Fat.

The festival begins 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday with 
regular admittance costing 
$30. There is also a $60 VIP 
admittance that allows for 
an extra hour of sampling 
with an earlier entrance at 
5:30 p.m.

Local music acts in-
cluding Mariachi Flor de 
Toloache, the Sunnyside 
Social Club and the a capel-
la singing group Ten and 
Change will perform.

The tent setting does 
pose a challenge for one of 
the restaurants, though. 
Williamsburger is taking 
part for the first time, hav-
ing opened at 36-17 Green-
point Ave., almost a year 
ago. Owner Corey McPher-
son takes his gourmet ham-
burger preparation serious-
ly and would not serve one 
that was prepared hours 
earlier.

“You can’t grill on-site, 
so we’ll make some chili 
instead,” McPherson said. 
“My restaurant is off the 
beaten path, so I’m taking 
part for the exposure. The 
last thing I’m going to do is 
serve a burger that tastes 
like cardboard. I think our 
chili will rock it out, any-
way.”

Taste of Sunnyside set for tent under No. 7 

Venturo Osteria and Wine Bar will serve up old-fashined Italian 
fare at the annual Sunnyside event. photo courtesy Venturo

Takesushi plans to take part in the Taste of Sunnyside in a festival 
tent under the No. 7 subway line. Photo courtesy Takesushi
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60-44 Maurice Avenue
Maspeth, NY 11378

VISIT: www.mauricesupplies.comCALL: 718–478–2700

MAURICE SUPPLIES LLC.

trying to move forward 
ourselves.”

The entity entered 
the winning $22 million 
bid during a Jan. 11 fore-
closure auction and  made 
the required 10 percent 
security deposit, but has 
since failed to pay the re-
mainder of the bid during 
several rescheduled clos-
ing dates.

Joseph Risi, the refer-
ee assigned to the foreclo-
sure case, said if the part-
ners wanted to assume 
ownership of the Parkway 
parcel, they would have to 
go to court and get a stay.

TimesLedger Newspa-
pers could not reach 70-35 
113th St. for comment. The 
officers of the LLC have 
not been identified.

This stalled state is 
nothing new for Parkway. 
It has been vacant, except 
for a few telecommunica-
tions companies renting 
space on the roof, since 
the state Commission on 
Healthcare Facilities shut 

the hospital in 2008.
Parkway’s owner and 

chief executive officer, Dr. 
Robert Aquino, struggled 
to fend off creditors for 
years, eventually pleading 
guilty to federal bribery 
charges stemming from 
his attempts to bribe state 
Assemblyman Anthony 

Seminerio in exchange for 
the Ozone Park lawmaker 
lobbying on behalf of Park-
way. Seminerio died in 
jail serving a six-year sen-
tence.

Neighbors have com-
plained that Parkway fell 
into disrepair and became 
a magnet for graffiti as the 

property cycled through 
bankruptcy court and 
foreclosure.

Though Jasper Ven-
ture Group said the com-
munity is eager to see the 
property revitalized, zon-
ing may be another hurdle 
for the company.

offering programs in en-
vironmental education, 
stewardship and restora-
tion. Gotham Orchards is a 
volunteer group he started 
that plants orchards in pub-
lic spaces throughout New 
York City.

Baard represented 
himself in the lawsuit and 
found himself exhausted 
emotionally in the end.

“It became too much 
a part of my life, and when 
you’re under siege, it gets 
depressing,” Baard said. “It 
was a long, destructive de-
tour they took me on. The 
whole litigation process re-
ally grinds you down.”

Dan Miner, district 
manager of Manhattan’s 
Community Board 6, was a 
witness in the case because 
he watched the formation of 
the LIC Community Boat-
house as the vice president 
of the LIC Partnership.

“I saw how the Dredg-
ers came in and shoved him 
aside and eventually took 

over the Boathouse,” Miner 
said. “He represented him-
self and he whupped them. 
It’s helpful when you have 
the truth on your side.”

So, why would the Gow-
anus Dredgers be pleased 
with Chen’s ruling?

Their attorney, Gerry 
Dunne, said, “The judge 
ruled overwhelmingly that 
the Gowanus Dredgers do 
control the LIC Commu-
nity Boathouse and there-
fore they are allowed to bar 
him. The reason we did this 
was to keep him out of the 
Boathouse.”

Baard had entered into 
an affiliation with the non-
profit Dredgers so he could 
use them as a financial 
conduit, allowing the Boat-
house to accept donations 
and purchase insurance.

After he stepped down 
as chairman in 2008 to pur-
sue his other interests, like 
the Gotham Orchards proj-
ect, he was on the Dredger 
board until they barred 
him in 2011, according to 
Dunne.

With the lawsuit over, 
Baard wants to turn the 
page.

Continued from Page 1 

Boathouse
Continued from Page 1 

Parkway

One realty company seeks to convert the Parkway Hospital into condominiums.
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EPA, announced last week 
that the agency designated 
land near the now-defunct 
Wolff-Alport Chemical Co. 
to the federal Superfund 
program, an initiative de-
signed to remediate the 
country’s most contami-
nated land and bill respon-
sible parties for the work.

The Superfund site 
spans 11-25 through 11-39 
Irving Ave. and includes 
15-14 Cooper Ave.

Enck said the EPA 
will now examine how 
far thorium, a radioactive 
byproduct created when 
Wolff-Alport extracted and 
sold rare earth elements, 
has seeped into the Su-
perfund site, sewers and a 
railroad spur behind the 
shuttered company.

“What has me par-
ticularly concerned is this 
is a site in a densely popu-
lated neighborhood, very 
close to where people live, 
where they work, where 
they go to school, where 
they send their kids to day-

care,” Enck said. “We’re 
going to assess many dif-
ferent cleanup options for 
the site, and then before we 
do the actual cleanup, we 
will propose a plan and we 
will share that plan with 
the public.”

Enck did not expect 
the plan to be drafted for 
a couple years. She said 
EPA would need to do 
more research before de-
ciding whether a car shop 
and other buildings on the 
contaminated land may re-
main standing.

Wolff-Alport pro-
cessed sand from the Bel-
gian Congo to remove and 
sell rare elements from 
1920-54. The company dis-
posed of hazardous and 
radioactive byproducts, 
including thorium, by 
dumping them in the sewer 
until the U.S. Atomic Ener-
gy Commission ordered it 
to stop in 1947. Some of the 
thorium may have been 
buried on company land, 
the EPA said.

The agency had previ-
ously disclosed that Wolff-
Alport sold material to the 
government for the Man-

hattan Project, which ul-
timately produced atomic 
bombs during World War 
II.

Still, Enck said her 
team is diligently re-
searching which parties 
the government may hold 
accountable for the envi-
ronmental damage, such 
as businesses that bought 
a stake in Wolff-Alport.

A deli, auto body shop, 
ice-making facility and 
other small businesses 
that have opened since 
Wolff-Alport closed in 1954 
were included in the 0.75-
acre site. But a daycare 900 
feet away and the nearby 
PS/IS 384 were not.

Enck said the EPA 
detected radioactive gas 
in a storage unit at PS/IS 
384 and used concrete to 
seal it. Further tests indi-
cated the school was safe, 
but Enck said EPA would 
continue to monitor the 
campus.

A 2012 U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services report found radi-
ation levels in front of 11-29 
Irving Ave. were deemed at 
least 75 times higher than 

on the average city block 
and that workers at Los 
Primos Auto Body Shop 
may encounter radiation 
levels above federal guide-
lines, Enck said.

She noted that this 
could put employees at 
risk for lung, pancreas 
and bone cancer as well as 
liver damage.

EPA has invested 
about $2 million to date in 
installing systems to miti-
gate health risks, such as 
placing concrete and steel 
beneath businesses and 
sidewalks.

Alberto Rodriguez, 
manager of Los Primos, 
previously said EPA spent 
about three months plac-
ing barriers beneath the 
car shop’s floor.

“Customers is staying 
out,” Rodriguez said. “The 
business is down — slow.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

had to refer to the bridge’s 
75th anniversary in some 
way.

O’Connor received an 
overwhelming number of 
submissions from almost 
every elementary school in 
Whitestone.

The winners were Jo-
anna Li, Mei Jiang and Ath-
ena Koutsothanasis, who 
are all fourth-graders at 
PS 79, along with Nicholas 
Berry, a fifth-grader from 
PS 193. They were each 
awarded Council citations, 
$50 gift certificates from 
Welcome to Whitestone and 
a $10 gift card from Dunkin’ 
Donuts.

“This great city is only 
as great as the kids that are 
in it,” Vallone told the win-
ners as he gave them their 
citations.

A fifth winner, El-
lie Choe of PS 209, did not 
make it to the event.

“Every day I go to 
school, I look at the Whit-
estone Bridge. It’s big. It’s 
bright. It’s huge,” said Mei, 

who opted to use paint on 
her piece. “Once I got the 
notice for  the drawing con-
test, I thought it would be a 
fun experience.”

The Whitestone Bridge 
was built in 23 months and 
opened April 29, 1939, for 
the World’s Fair. It was 
planned by Robert Moses 
and built to provide drivers 
with a way to get from up-
state New York to Queens 
without going through 
Manhattan.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
plans to host a number of 
exhibits to mark the anni-
versary, which will display 
historical photos, draw-
ings, scale models and old 
film footage of the bridge. 
The first will be June 22 at 
the Queens Historical Soci-
ety.

“I can’t tell you how 
much fun I had looking at 
all the drawings,” said Ray 
Webb, the MTA director of 
Bridges East, who judged 
the contest with O’Connor 
and Vallone. “The students 
had a blast and realized the 
importance of the bridge to 
their community. For them 

Continued from Page 1 

Contest
Continued from Page 1 

Superfund

Visit us online at

www.Timesledger.com
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