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Years of studies are on the 
horizon for a radioactive Ridge-
wood block that has been added 
to the federal Superfund cleanup 
program, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency said.

Judith Enck, regional admin-
istrator for the EPA, announced 
last week that the agency desig-
nated land near the now-defunct 
Wolff-Alport Chemical Co. to the 
federal Superfund program, an 
initiative designed to remediate 
the country’s most contaminated 
land and bill responsible parties 
for the work.

The Superfund site spans 11-
25 through 11-39 Irving Ave. and 
includes 15-14 Cooper Ave.

Enck said the EPA will now 
examine how far thorium, a ra-
dioactive byproduct created when 
Wolff-Alport extracted and sold 
rare earth elements, has seeped 
into the Superfund site, sewers 
and a railroad spur behind the 
shuttered company.

“What has me particularly 
concerned is this is a site in a 
densely populated neighborhood, 
very close to where people live, 
where they work, where they go 
to school, where they send their 
kids to daycare,” Enck said. 
“We’re going to assess many dif-
ferent cleanup options for the site, 
and then before we do the actual 

Continued on Page 36

BY RICH BOCKMANN

State Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis), who is awaiting trial 
on charges he tried to buy his 
way into the 2013 mayoral race as 
a Republican, boasted to a govern-

ment informant that he spent tens 
of thousands of dollars in 2008 in 
order to get elected majority lead-
er, federal prosecutors claim.

The witness cooperating 
 with the feds, who busted Smith 
last year for allegedly trying to 

bribe GOP leaders to let him run 
on their ticket in 2013, told au-
thorities the southeast Queens 
senator bragged about putting 
other members “on the payroll” 
a few years earlier by lining their 
campaign funds with thousands 

of dollars, according to a memo 
submitted to the court by the fed-
eral prosecutor’s office.

“Smith said he spent ‘like 50 
or 60’ thousand dollars in pay-
ments to other members to buy 

Continued on Page 50
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PARADE FOR BANGLADESH

Revelers get ready to march in Long Island City to celebrate the Bengali New Year. The Bangladesh Institute of Performing Arts organized the parade and a 
street festival. See story at www.TimesLedger.com. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Smith bought leader votes: Feds
Prosecutors claim indicted senator bragged about payouts in bid to be majority leader 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The Wikipedia en-

try on Martin Van Buren 
High School is scant, but 
the “Notable alumni” sec-
tion contains an inspiring 
catalogue of successes in 
the realms of culture, civ-
ics and thought that could 
fill several leather-bound 
volumes.

And with that rich her-
itage in mind, the Queens 
Village school’s alumni as-
sociation is planning a day 
of celebration this week-
end when members of all 
55 Van Buren graduating 
classes as well as the edu-
cators who helped shaped 
their minds are invited to 
mingle with and inspire 
the students of today.

“About a year ago I 
had been working with the 
school, trying to help out 
some of the students and re-
alized the school had been 
struggling for a while,” 
said Steve Wilson, class of 
1977, who is helping to or-

ganize the May 17 event on 
the campus, at 230-17 Hill-
side Ave.

Wilson, who went on 
from the institution to 
found his own investment 
management firm, said he 
came to the realization that 
Van Buren’s alumni could 
play an important role in 
helping to turn the school 
around.

“The more involved I 
got, the more people I got to 
join in with me and I real-
ized the potential for the 
alumni to make a differ-
ence,” he said.

After the city lifted 
zoning restrictions more 
than 10 years ago, students 
left Van Buren en masse for 
schools like Francis Lew-
is, Bayside and Cardozo 
high schools. Van Buren 
received a “D” on its most 
recent city progress report 
and received a below-av-
erage rating on last year’s 
school survey.

But under the leader-
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BY BILL PARRY

A federal court ruling 
has left both parties satis-
fied after a grueling 2 1/2-
year lawsuit.

A Brooklyn-based or-
ganization called the Gow-
anus Dredgers Canoe Club 
took the founder of the LIC 
Community Boathouse, 
Erik Baard, to court in 
2011, suing for trademark 
infringement after he used 
the Boathouse logo on his 
Facebook page.

The Gowanus Dredg-
ers were angry he used the 
page to disparage their lead-
ership after a power strug-
gle at the LIC Boathouse led 
to Baard’s eviction from the 
club he founded.

The LIC Community 
Boathouse, at 46-01 5th St. 
in Long Island City, offers 
recreational and educa-
tional paddling programs 
along the East River.

After a drawn-out trial 
in Brooklyn federal court, 
Judge Pamela Chen found 
no malice in Baard’s ac-
tions and that he had not 
infringed since he had 
changed the title of the 
Facebook page from LIC 
Community Boathouse to 
LIC Community Boathouse 
Founder.

“I am grateful and con-
tent that Judge Chen ruled 
in my favor,” Baard said. 
“It’s gratifying to win, but 
now it’s time to move on 
and return to more produc-
tive work and creating good 
things like HarborLAB and 
Gotham Orchards.”

HarborLAB is another 

boating club where Baard 
began offering programs in 
environmental education, 
stewardship and restora-
tion. Gotham Orchards is a 
volunteer group he started 
that plants orchards in pub-
lic spaces throughout New 
York City.

Baard represented 
himself in the lawsuit and 
found himself exhausted 
emotionally in the end.

“It became too much 
a part of my life, and when 
you’re under siege, it gets 
depressing,” Baard said. “It 
was a long, destructive de-
tour they took me on. The 
whole litigation process re-
ally grinds you down.”

Dan Miner, district 
manager of Manhattan’s 
Community Board 6, was a 
witness in the case because 
he watched the formation of 

the LIC Community Boat-
house as the vice president 
of the LIC Partnership.

“I saw how the Dredg-
ers came in and shoved him 
aside and eventually took 
over the Boathouse,” Miner 
said. “He represented him-
self and he whupped them. 
It’s helpful when you have 
the truth on your side.”

So, why would the Gow-
anus Dredgers be pleased 
with Chen’s ruling?

Their attorney, Gerry 
Dunne, said, “The judge 
ruled overwhelmingly that 
the Gowanus Dredgers do 
control the LIC Commu-
nity Boathouse and there-
fore they are allowed to bar 
him. The reason we did this 
was to keep him out of the 
Boathouse.”

Baard had entered into 
an affiliation with the non-

profit Dredgers so he could 
use them as a financial 
conduit, allowing the Boat-
house to accept donations 
and purchase insurance.

After he stepped down 
as chairman in 2008 to pur-
sue his other interests, like 
the Gotham Orchards proj-
ect, he was on the Dredger 
board until they barred 
him in 2011, according to 
Dunne.

With the lawsuit over, 
Baard wants to turn the 
page.

“I have no desire to op-
erate the LIC Community 
Boathouse again and have 
no inclination to get into 
personal attacks,” he said. 
“But I’ll continue to use the 
LIC Community Boathouse 
Founder to sound a drum-
beat for reforms.”

Fordham basketball Coach Tom Pecora is one Martin Van Buren 
High School alumnus expected to join this weekend’s celebration. 

Photo courtesy Fordham Athletic Communications

LIC Community Boathouse founder Erik Baard is relieved that his 2-1/2-year court ordeal is over. 
Photo courtesy Erik Baard

Van Buren HS alumni 
to fete school’s heritage

LIC Boathouse battle over
Judge’s ruling in trademark infringement case pleases both sides

Continued on Page 50
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Parkway Hospital has 
sat vacant for years, but 
two firms are vying to con-
trol the future of what has 
been a no-man’s land in 
Forest Hills.

Jasper Venture Group 
LLC, a Manhattan-based 
real estate firm founded in 
2013, announced last week 
that it planned to trans-
form the hospital building 
into condominiums.

Rufino Marcelino, the 
office manager of Jasper 
Venture, said the company 
forged a partnership with 
Auberge Grand Central 
LLC, which holds the mort-
gage on the 70-35 113th St. 
property.

The partners expect 
the company that entered 
the winning bid during a 
January foreclosure auc-
tion will default on the pur-
chase during the scheduled 
May 29 closing date.

At that point, Mar-
celino said Jasper Venture 
Group would pursue its 
condominiums plan.

“They are close to for-
going their deposit,” he said 
about 70-35 113th St. LLC,. 
the entity which placed the 
winning bid. “We’re try-
ing to move forward our-
selves.”

The entity entered the 
winning $22 million bid 
during a Jan. 11 foreclosure 
auction and  made the re-
quired 10 percent security 
deposit, but has since failed 
to pay the remainder of the 
bid during several resched-
uled closing dates.

Joseph Risi, the referee 
assigned to the foreclosure 
case, said if the partners 
wanted to assume owner-
ship of the Parkway parcel, 
they would have to go to 
court and get a stay.

TimesLedger Newspa-
pers could not reach 70-35 
113th St. for comment. The 

officers of the LLC have not 
been identified.

This stalled state is 
nothing new for Parkway. It 
has been vacant, except for 
a few telecommunications 
companies renting space 
on the roof, since the state 

Commission on Healthcare 
Facilities shut the hospital 
in 2008.

Parkway’s owner and 
chief executive officer, Dr. 
Robert Aquino, struggled 
to fend off creditors for 
years, eventually pleading 

guilty to federal bribery 
charges stemming from his 
attempts to bribe state As-
semblyman Anthony Semi-
nerio in exchange for the 
Ozone Park lawmaker lob-
bying on behalf of Parkway. 
Seminerio died in jail serv-

ing a six-year sentence.
Neighbors have com-

plained that Parkway fell 
into disrepair and became 
a magnet for graffiti as the 
property cycled through 
bankruptcy court and fore-
closure.

Though Jasper Ven-
ture Group said the com-
munity is eager to see the 
property revitalized, zon-
ing may be another hurdle 
for the company.

The property is cur-
rently zoned R1-2A, which 
permits single-family de-
tached homes.

Jasper Venture Group 
emphasized the hospital’s 
100,000-square-foot layout 
and noted that the firm 
“wants to increase its size.” 
The six-story building sits 
on a 56,400-square-foot lot.

Marcelino would not 
say whether the condomini-
ums would be single-family 
detached homes or whether 

One realty company seeks to convert the Parkway Hospital into condominiums.

Condominiums proposed at Parkway Hospital property
Developer Jasper Venture Group cannot proceed without getting court’s permission: Referee

DIAL-A-BALLOON
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�RE�T �E�L

IN NYC 
RE�L ET�TE

�is�o�e� t�e �ene�ts o	 Qside  
Home Equity Loans at QsideFCU.org.

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
Rates subject to change without notice. Not all borrowers will qualify. 
Visit website for complete list of rates. Terms and restrictions apply. 

Continued on Page 50



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 16

–2
2,

 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

4

TL

BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer blasted the Queens 
Library for rejecting his 
call to open its books last 
week.

The Queens Library 
board of trustees voted 
down a resolution by one 
trustee last Thursday to 
hand over certain financial 
records Stringer’s office re-
quested.

“What happened last 
night at the Queens Bor-
ough Public Library was 
a disgrace,” Stringer said 
Friday in a statement. “It 
is a shame that the mem-
bers of the Queens Library 
board who voted against 
their own colleagues’ reso-
lution have continued to 
embrace library manage-
ment’s anti-transparency 
policies. No public entity 
is above the law. Parlia-
mentary maneuvers may 
buy them some time, but 
rest assured that I am de-
termined to make sure that 
taxpayers know how their 
money is being spent at this 
library system.”

Stringer announced 
his office would audit 
Queens Library in January 
after the nonprofit came 
under fire for allegations 
of mismanagement along 
with the revelation the li-
brary’s president, Thomas 
Galante, made a $392,000 
salary.

Since then, Stringer’s 
office has turned to the 
courts to try to force the 
library to submit all of its 

financial records that in-
volve public money.

Board members also 
passed a resolution last 
week to just provide the 
records they were required 
to in a 1997 settlement with 
then-Comptroller Alan 
Hevesi in which the comp-
troller’s office agreed to 
look at only the library’s 
records for its City Fund 
accounts and its fines and 
fees accounts.

More than 80 percent 
of the library’s funding 
comes from the city’s public 
purse. The rest comes from 
state, federal and private 
funding.

Queens Library 
spokeswoman Joanne King 
said the records the non-
profit has refused to hand 
over do not involve city 
monies.

“Queens Library be-
lieves in accountability and 
transparency,” she said in 
a statement. “The library 
has released all requested 
financial documentation in 
accordance with the court-
ordered agreement of 1997. 
The audit rules have been 
the standard for several 
previous administrations. 
It appropriately includes 
audit authority over every 
dime provided by the city, 
fines and fees collected and 
book sale funds. As an ad-
ditional layer of transpar-
ency, the library voluntari-
ly provided access to the 
Worker’s Compensation 
Fund as requested.”

A number of Queens 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens’ elected of-
ficials raved about Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s executive 
budget, but it was greeted 
less graciously in account-
ing offices.

De Blasio unveiled his 
$73.9 billion financial pro-
posal last week, highlight-
ing savings in a new con-
tract expected to be ratified 
by the United Federation of 
Teachers as well as the $300 
million he secured from 
the state for universal pre-
kindergarten next year.

Queens legislators 
were quick to praise the 
plan for avoiding the so-
called budget dance initi-
ated by former Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg, where the 
administration proposed 
steep cuts and the City 
Council spent months nego-
tiating their restoration.

But Monday the mayor 
and city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer released a state-
ment explaining that $725 
million in retroactive pay 
agreed to in the tentative 
UFT deal had to be consoli-
dated in the upcoming 2015-

16 budget plan rather than 
spread across four fiscal 
years as initially planned.

The amendment was 
required to ensure de Bla-
sio’s budget complied with 
the generally accepted ac-
counting principles that 

state law mandates must be 
followed.

Moody’s Investors Ser-
vices evaluated the budget 
as “credit negative.” The 
rating agency countered 
de Blasio’s estimations 
that the terms agreed to 

by the UFT would save the 
city $3.4 billion in health 
care costs and bolster the 
health stabilization fund 
by $1 billion if extrapolated 
to the more than 150 other 
city unions still without a 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Far Rockaway rabbi 
and three colleagues alleg-
edly pocketed $12.4 million 
allocated for preschool spe-
cial education services at a 
Cornaga Avenue nonprofit 
and funneled it to personal 
purchases, from kosher ca-
tering for Orthodox camps 
to a $30,000 plumbing job, 
the Queens DA said.

Rabbi Samuel Hiller, 
56, of Far Rockaway; Ira 
Kurman, 52, of Long Island; 
Roy Hoffman, 50, of Long Is-
land; and Daniel Laniado, 
41, of Brooklyn, all pleaded 
not guilty when arraigned 
before Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Richard Bu-
chter Tuesday on a 42-count 

indictment stemming from 
misused funds at the Island 
Child Development Center, 
the DA said.

“It is disheartening to 
see a betrayal of the magni-
tude alleged in this indict-
ment,” Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
in a statement. “Frauds of 
this nature will inevitably 
be exposed and rooted out.”

The defendants were 
held on six-figure cash bail 
or bonds.

The indictment vari-
ously charged them with 
grand larceny, offering a 
false instrument for filing, 
identity theft and falsifying 
business records, the DA 
said.

They face up to 25 years 

in prison if convicted.
Charles Clayman, an 

attorney for Laniado, said 

his client denies the charg-
es.

“We look forward to 
challenging them in court 
and we believe that he will 
succeed at that end,” he 
said.

Hoffmann’s lawyer 
said he was presumed in-
nocent.

The others’ attorneys 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment.

Authorities said they 
began investigating Island 
Child Development Center, 
a nonprofit at 18-54 Cor-
naga Ave., that mainly of-
fers preschool to Orthodox 
Jewish communities in Far 
Rockaway and Brooklyn, 
when the state comptrol-

District Attorney Richard Brown 
stands beside mugshots of four 
men indicted on charges of 
stealing $12.4 million in city and 
state funding directed to Island 
Child Development Center for 
special education services. 

Photo courtesy Queens DA

Mayor Bill de Blasio discusses his executive budget. Photo by Rob Bennett/mayor’s office

The city comptroller is requesting Queens Library let him audit all 
of its accounts that use city funding. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Far Rockaway rabbi pleads not guilty

Boro pols applaud budget
Electeds still seek permanent Rockaway ferry, more IBZ funding 

Library board refuses 
to fully open its books

Continued on Page 50
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Several thousand air-

port workers voted to join 
a union to further their on-
going battle for fair wages 
and benefits.

At a raucous proceed-
ing Monday, at Riverside 
Church on Manhattan’s 
Upper West Side, communi-
ty groups counted commit-
ment cards signed by 4,051 
workers to join SEIU 32BJ.

The workers say they 
are now ready to fight for 
a binding contract and the 
enforcement of a directive 
issued by the Port Author-
ity in January demand-
ing that four airlines that 
use Kennedy and LaGuar-
dia airports raise wages 
to $10.10 per hour. Work-
ers’ wages are currently 
around $8 per hour, which 
is the minimum wage in 
New York state. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
urged the action by the 

Port Authority following a 
rally and protest by airport 
workers on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day followed by a 
10-mile march by 100 of the 
workers from Kennedy to 
LaGuardia April 4. Both 
marches were organized by 
SEIU 32BJ.

“Look how far we’ve 
come in such a short time,” 
worker Michael Carey said. 
“I know it’s not going to be 
easy, but I’m confident we 
will get a union, that we 
will get a contract that pays 
us fair wages and benefits 
and that we will get the 
respect and dignity in our 
workplaces.”

Former Mayor David 
Dinkins attended the event 
and told the workers, “Your 
cause is just and everybody 
knows that. I am confident 
that you are going to win 
and I will be proud to say I 
was with you.”

Carey served as the 
master of ceremony, tell-
ing the crowd that he is a 

security officer for contrac-
tor Aviation Safeguard at 
Kennedy and does the same 

job as the officers who work 
for Allied Barton, which is 
contracted to the Port Au-

thority at the airports.  But 
he said he earns less than 
half their pay without any 

of the benefits like health 
care, vacation and pension 
that they get.

The Rev. James Forbes, 
of Riverside Church, said, 
“We stand with you 100 per-
cent. We will not rest until 
people understand that we 
will not be a great nation 
until everyone is given the 
wages we deserve and the 
conditions that will sustain 
us. Only then will we be 
the great America we talk 
about.”

Meanwhile, following 
three strikes and tense ne-
gotiations, the “carwash-
eros” at the Off Broadway 
Car Wash have won a con-
tract that will raise wages 
and establish a host of 
worker protections.

Off Broadway, at 42-
08 80th St. in Elmhurst, 
becomes the seventh car 
wash to reach a contract 
since the Wash New York 
campaign began in 2012, a 
collaboration of the Retail, 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

More than 1,000 
networking enthusiasts 
swarmed Citi Field Tues-
day to attend the borough’s 
largest trade show, organiz-
ers said.

The Queens Chamber 
of Commerce held its an-
nual business expo to give 
small and large businesses 
an opportunity 
to make connec-
tions.

“It’s a great 
networking event 
for the borough 
and we have peo-
ple coming from all over,” 
said Gregory Rose, spokes-
man for the chamber.

The event attracted the 
most registrants it has ever 

had for the breakfast that 
preceded the expo. More 
than 200 people attended 
the breakfast, which had 
a World’s Fair theme this 
year to commemorate the 
50th and 75th anniversa-
ries.

Dozens of vendors 
lined the expos’ walls in 
order to take advantage of 
the event’s networking op-

p or t u n it ie s . 
TimesLedger 
N ew s p ap e r s 
was a sponsor.

M o n r o e 
College, a new 
member of the 

Queens Chamber of Com-
merce, attended the event 
to boost its visibility in the 
community as it opened a 
new extension site in Flush-

ing in October.
“We’re getting our 

name out there,” said Betty 
Chen, the school’s admis-
sions coordinator. “It’s 
great to be able to do that 
to let people know we’re 
here.”

In addition to finding 
new students for the school, 
Chen said she hoped the 
expo could also lead to cor-
porate sponsorships.

The event also offered 
two seminars in online 
marketing and social me-
dia for businesses looking 
to learn about Web adver-
tisement.

Queens Chamber of 
Commerce President Al-
bert Pennisi said although 
it was necessary for busi-

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
Federal regulators cit-

ed a cleaning contractor at 
Kennedy Airport in March 
for more than a dozen work-
place safety violations, in-
cluding several related to 
potential exposures to Hep-
atitis B and C and HIV.

Responding to com-
plaints filed by employees 
of Airway Cleaners in Oc-
tober, the U.S. Occupation-
al Safety Hazard Adminis-
tration cited the Rockville 
Centre, L.I.-based company 
with 14 violations of the 
work code and originally 
levied $19,000 in penalties, 
according to a notice sent 
to the company March 4.

Airway and OSHA 
reached a settlement agree-

ment later in the month, 
by which time 12 of the 14 
violations had either been 
corrected or withdrawn 
and the fines had been re-
duced to $14,400, according 
to OSHA. 

“By entering into this 
agreement, the employer 
does not admit that it vio-

lated the cited standards for 
any litigation or purpose 
other than a subsequent 
proceeding under the Occu-
pational Safety and Health 
Act,” the letter read.

Airway did not imme-
diately respond to a request 
for comment. According to 

The U.S. Occupational Safety Hazard Administration found more 
than a dozen violations by a cleaning contractor at Kennedy 
Airport.

Thousands of airport workers vote to join SEIU 32BJ as their battle for fair wages. Photo by Bill Parry 

OSHA fines JFK contractor
$14.4K over safety violations 

Businesses large and small fl ock 
to biggest trade show in Queens

Airport workers sign on to unionize
Thousands turn in cards committing to SEIU 32BJ in latest effort to make fair wage with benefi ts

Continued on Page 34 Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 34

See photos

PAGE 28



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 16

–2
2,

 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

6

TL

BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City’s 
newest waterfront park is 
about to get a new upscale 
outdoor cafe next week.

LIC Landing by Cof-
feed is set to open in a kiosk 
next to the East River Ferry 
Terminal, and it has plans 
that go way beyond basic 
food service.

“What we have here is 
incredible, the jewel of the 
waterfront,” Coffeed Chief  
Executive Frank Raffaele 
said. “It’s the neighbor-
hood’s front lawn and we 
have to do everything we 
can to take care of it.”

LIC Landing will be 
open from 6:30 a.m. to 10 
p.m. seven days a week.

“We’ll start with cof-
fee, bagels and breakfast 
sandwiches for the ferry 
commuters and for lunch 
and dinner we’ll offer sal-
ads, great burgers and hot 
entrees,” Raffaele said, add-

ing that beer and wine will 
also be served.

Around 3 percent of 
the gross revenue will go 
to Friends of Hunters Point 
South Park, a conservancy 
group that will look af-
ter the park’s upkeep and 
greenery.

“Look, we want to 
make money, but we also 
want to be stewards of the 
park,” Raffaele said.

Part of the concession 
agreement has Raffaele and 
his Coffeed partners admin-
istering a 2,000-square-foot 
concrete event space built 
right on the waterfront 
with stunning views of the 
Manhattan skyline. That 
space is available for public 
and private events like wed-
dings, parties, fund-raisers, 
corporate events and photo 
and film shoots.

“When it’s not being 
rented, we’ll have music 
festivals and yoga classes 
and we’ll also make it avail-
able to community-based 
groups free of charge,” Raf-
faele said.

The Coffeed partners 
are civic-minded and place 
an emphasis lifting other 
area businesses.

“You could say we’re 
a Queens-centric venture,” 

Raffaele said.
Much of the produce 

will come from the Brook-
lyn Grange, the rooftop 
farm that sits atop the Stan-
dard Motor Parts Building, 
at 37-18 Northern Blvd., 
which is also home to the 
flagship Coffeed cafe.

LIC Landing will also 
offer items prepared at the 
Entrepreneur Space, the 
business incubator run by 

the Queens Economic De-
velopment Corp.

In addition, they will 
give a portion of the event 
space to the QEDC so it 
can run a Queens Tourism 
Council kiosk at the site.

“Two years ago we 
helped them apply for the 
concession, so I guess this 
is their payback,” said Rob 
McKay, the QEDC director 
of marketing and tourism, 
“Hunters Point South Park 
is one of the gateways to the 
borough now with all of the 
tourists who come off the 
ferry. We’ll push all of the 
cultural institutions, hotels 
and restaurants with fliers 
and coupons. We couldn’t 
be happier about the ar-
rangement.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

LIC Landing by Coffeed is set to open in Hunters Point South Park 
next week. Photo by Bill Parry

LIC Landing by Coffeed set to open in waterfront park
Café makes plans with Queens Economic Development Corporation to draw more tourists to boro

8900 Van Wyck Expressway, Jamaica, NY 11418 • www.jamaicahospital.org

Free 
Newsletter 
Subscription

The # 1 Cause of Hospitalizations in 
South East Queens is Heart Disease. 
We Can Help.
For More Information or to Schedule an 
Appointment, Call 718-206-6742

The pavilion at LIC Landing offers tourists spectacular views of 
the Manhattan skyline. Photo by Bill Parry
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DELICIOUS.

TASTE THE 
FLAVORS OF 
SUMMER
AT THE LIC FOOD BAZAAR!

LONG ISLAND CITY
42-02 NORTHERN BLVD.  
LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101

347-448-8860

WWW.MYFOODBAZAAR.COM

OVER 75,000 SQUARE FEET
FRESH FISH AND SEAFOOD DAILY 
FARM FRESH PRODUCE
INTERNATIONAL SPECIALTIES

OPEN 24/7 
FREE PARKING
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Northeastern ABC’s 2014
6th Annual Essay Competition

CONTEST
DEADLINE!

July 31, 2014

PRIZES!!*
1ST PRIZE

 iPad OR $500.00 toward 
private school tuition for Fall 2014 semester 
plus $200.00 American Express Gift Card

2ND PRIZE
$400.00 American Express Gift Card

3RD PRIZE
$150.00 American Express Gift Card

Hey Kids!!
It’s the Northeastern ABC’s
Annual Essay Competition!

RULES AND REGULATIONS:
Books are available at Northeastern ABC and must be 

purchased at the store or online by selecting Northeastern.

10–12 YEARS OLD: Mr. Creator’s Borrowed Brown Hands
13–14 YEARS OLD: Convicted

 name, age, address, church (if applicable). A proof 
 of purchase receipt from Northeastern ABC must be 
 attached.

 done, the essay will be disqualifi ed.

 hand delivered to:
email: sgordon@northeastern.org

(please put “essay competition” in the subject line)
mail/deliver:

For questions or additional information, phone:

Stacy (ext. 2205) or Julie Ann (ext. 2201) 
718-291-8006

Why not try it? You might win!!

$12.99
less 15%

JUDGING:
Essays will be 
judged on:

 (15)

 (30)

 learned from 
 story (25)

PLEASE NOTE: Prizes are for both categories. 
Tuition payment, if chosen, will be paid directly to the institution.

$16.99
less 20%

ASTORIA — Police were searching for 
a suspect believed to be involved with four 
separate forcible touching incidents across 
western Queens last week.

The NYPD said four victims reported 
that a Hispanic male allegedly attempted 
to speak to them and touched their but-
tocks over their clothing May 6.

The first incident took place around 
6:40 a.m., police said, when a 23-year-old 
woman reported being approached near 
Northern Boulevard and 57th Street in 
Woodside.

The second incident was reported by 
a 25-year-old woman who said she was ap-
proached around 7:43 a.m. at a Rite Aid on 
Steinway Street in Astoria, and a 16-year-
old girl reported the third incident around 

8 a.m. at 38-01 35th Ave., police said.
The fourth victim, a 14-year-old, re-

ported being approached by the man at
8:26 a.m. at 37-15 31st Ave., according to the 
NYPD.

The suspect is believed to be between 
25 and 30 and is approximately 6 feet tall 
weighing between 220 and 250 pounds.

LONG ISLAND CITY — Police 
were looking for a suspected gun-
man who left a party at the Queens-
bridge South Houses one night in 
March and returned to shoot up 
the place, the NYPD said.

Shalarmel Nieves, 33, alleg-

edly opened fire around 1:35 a.m. 
March 23, hitting three victims 
standing outside a building near 
41st Avenue, police said.

Nieves was described by au-
thorities as a 5-foot-8, 175-pound 
Hispanic man.

Blotter
OZONE PARK — A 40-year-old cyclist 

was struck and killed Sunday night when 
he collided with a black Mercedes-Benz 
van driving along Rockaway Boulevard 
near 90th Street, police said.

The Police Department said the biker 
sideswiped the passenger side of the van, 
which knocked him to the ground. He was 
then run over by the Mercedes, according 
to the NYPD.

The driver of what police believe may 
be a Sprinter-style cargo and passenger 
van briefly stopped and got out of the ve-
hicle, according to police.

But officers said he then allegedly 
climbed back into the van and drove west 
on Rockaway Boulevard without notifying 
authorities.

Police were called to the scene at 11:37 

p.m., where they found the cyclist lying 
on Rockaway Boulevard with severe head 
trauma, according to cops.

He was rushed to Jamaica Hospital, 
where he was pronounced dead, police 
said.

Police had not yet released the identity 
of the victim.

The NYPD said no arrests had been 
made, but the investigation was ongoing.
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BY BILL PARRY

 U.S. Rep Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) will 
seek re-election for an eigth 
time in the 14th Congres-
sional District that covers 
large sections of Queens 
and the Bronx this year.

Only one person will 
challenge him in the gen-
eral election in November, 
according to the city Board 
of Election. 

As vice chairman of 
the Democratic Caucus, 
Crowley holds the fifth-
highest ranking position in 
House Democratic leader-
ship.

His seat on the pres-
tigious House Ways and 
Means Committee enables 
Crowley to work directly 
on issues of importance 
to the residents of the 14th 
District. The Woodside na-
tive and Queens College 
graduate believes in keep-
ing Medicare and Social 
Security strong, improving 
health care for all Ameri-
cans and creating equitable 
tax codes for American 
families and small busi-
nesses.

“Enacting an agenda 
that reflects the values of 
my constituents and moves 
our country forward is my 
top priority,” Crowley said. 
“Not only am I committed to 
raising the minimum wage 
and fighting hard to make 
immigration reform a real-
ity, but I am working hard 
on the issues that matter 
most in our district. That is 

why I’ve introduced legisla-
tion to improve pedestrian 
safety, ensure our qual-
ity of life and help put New 
Yorkers back to work.”

Crowley’s efforts in 
Congress focus on build-
ing strong communities, 
protecting seniors’ hard-
earned benefits and open-
ing up educational opportu-
nities for working families.

Elizabeth Perri, a Con-
servative from the Bronx, 
will oppose Crowley in 
the fall. She fell short as a 
candidate for state Senate 
District 34 in 2012, losing to 
Jeffrey Klein in the general 
election. 

In 2013, Perri received 
8 percent of the vote in last 
November’s race for Bronx 
borough presi-
dent. Ruben Diaz 
Jr. won easily 
with more than 
89 percent of the 
vote.

Perri is a district lead-
er and community activist 
involved in schools.

“I’m in this because 
my chairman asked me 
to run,” Perri said of Bill 
Newmark, the Bronx Con-
servative Party chairman, 
said. 

“I think Joe Crow-
ley has become a rubber 
stamp for the policies of the 
Obama administration,” 
Perri said. “I was raised 
with old-fashioned con-
servative values and I’ve 
lived here for 38 years, and 
raising two sons, frankly I 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Flushing activist and 
businessman S.J. Jung has 
kicked off a campaign to 
challenge state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) in a 
September primary.

The former president 
of the MinKwon Center for 
Community Action made 
the announcement to run 
for the 16th Senate District 
Tuesday, contending the 
state needs new leadership 
to pass meaningful reforms 
to tackle corruption.

“I enter this race as 
a reformer who refuses to 
accept politics as usual,” 
he said. “I am determined 
to weed out public corrup-

tion and restore the 
public’s faith in our 
state government, 
but we must first 
clean up our house 
if we are going to 

make significant progress 
on the everyday issues fac-
ing working and middle-
class New Yorkers.”

In addition to cam-
paign finance and ethics 
reform, Jung said some of 
his other main priorities 

will be to advocate for the 
revitalization of the Flush-
ing waterfront and to raise 
the minimum wage, which 
is currently $8.

“I believe that the 
minimum wage should not 
be a ceiling. It should be a 
floor,” he said in an inter-

view. “I believe each city 
should have the power to 
determine its own mini-
mum wage.” 

Jung refused to criti-
cize Stavisky, who was first 
elected to the upper cham-
ber in 1999, but said it was 
time for leadership with 

new vigor.
When asked what pol-

icy differences he and the 
senator might have, Jung 
replied, “I don’t want to 
compare myself to anyone. 
She has long served the dis-
trict.”

Stavisky’s campaign 
manager, John Gallagher, 
responded to the news 
of Jung’s announcement 
with a statement that said, 
“Sen. Stavisky is proud of 
her 14 years serving in the 
state Senate, where she has 
been a powerful voice for 
middle-class families, for 
immigrant rights and for 
planned economic growth 
in Queens. She enjoys wide 
support from all corners 
of her diverse district and 
looks forward to continuing 
to serve her constituents.”

Stavisky’s district in-
cludes parts of Flushing, 
Bayside, Whitestone, Rego 
Park and Forest Hills. More 
than 40 percent of eligible 
voters in the district are 
Asian, according to state 
district maps.

But Jung, a Korean 
American, urged people 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
South Asian commu-

nity leaders said this week 
they were ready to stand 
behind one of their own to 
take eastern Queens’ 24th 
state Assembly District 
this year.

The district, which 
has been represented by 
Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
since 2010, was redrawn 
two years ago to stretch 
further west to include the 
neighborhoods of Jamaica 
Hills, Briarwood and Rich-
mond Hill.

South Asians now 
make up about 39 percent of 
the district. Attorney and 
civic activist Ali Najmi is 

preparing to make a run 
at Weprin, and although 
he has not yet announced 
his candidacy, community 
leaders are ready to sup-
port him.

“Sure, I will endorse 
him if he announces. Of 
course, he’s one of the 
best candidates,” Muham-
mad Rashid, who runs the 
Smart Academia tutoring 
center on Hillside Avenue 
in Jamaica, said Monday 
as he and three other com-
munity members met with 
reporters to discuss the is-
sues they would like to see 
their Assembly member 
tackle.

At the top of the com-
munity’s priorities list, 
Rashid said, are initiatives 

such as building a multicul-
tural senior center, finding 
more space for students at 
the cramped Richmond Hill 
High School and addressing 
traffic safety concerns.

Rashid said Weprin 
has not been able to produce 

the desired results and dis-
missed the assemblyman’s 
plans to open a district of-
fice in Richmond Hill as 
election year posturing.

“Too little, too late,” he 
said.

South Asian community leaders Sarabjit Shawhney (l.-r.), Sharon 
KhunKhun, Muhammad Rashid and Tehal Singh discuss issues they 
would like to see a candidate from their community address in this 
year’s state Assembly race. Photo by Rich Bockmann

S.J. Jung launches a bid to run in District 16. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-Woodside) faces opponent Elizabeth Perri 
as he seeks reelection to Congress for the eighth time.

Leaders want South Asian in Albany

Jung to challenge Stavisky
Flushing activist launches bid to unseat long serving senator

Only one foe runs
for Crowley seat

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34
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Dental Implants
• Crowns/Bridges/Veneer • Root Canal                                                                                                    
• Extrac�ons • Cosme�c/Esthe�c Den�stry 
• Dentures • Braces                                                                      

Call us or visit us today

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

L egenda r y a rchitect 
Philip Johnson was a vi-
sionary whose pioneering 
designs kept inside and out-
side spaces visually and sen-
sually transparent.  A prime 
example is his Glass House 
created in 1949.  The New 
Canaan, Connecticut home 
remains a National Trust 
Historic Site frequently vis-
ited by tourists and follow-
ers of his “transparent ex-
perience.”  The iconic 20th 
century structure is an in-
terpretation of modern ar-
chitecture, landscape, and 
art and is also a canvas for 
inspiration and experimen-
tation that preceded the mod-
ern trend of bringing inside 
amenities outside though the 
creation of the outside living 
room.  What makes an out-
door living room special is 
that landscaping a home’s 
exterior or styling a pool 
deck or patio should trans-
late into an extension of the 
homeowner’s lifestyle.

Hardscaping products 

make the transition from 
indoors to outside fluid be-
cause of the array of styles, 
colors and textures.  Mate-
rials such as natural stone 
facings on walls and fire-
places as well as granite 
countertops in kitchens and 
baths, decorative tile inlays, 

stainless steel appliances 
and cast stone embellish-
ments are among those that 
have earned their places on 
today’s interior wish lists. 
These features can also be 
found in the open-air kitch-
ens, fireplaces, columns and 
other components found in a 

well-designed outdoor living 
room.  Cambridge is one of 
the leading manufacturers 
of hardscape-oriented patio 
components offering high-
end features like on prod-
ucts ranging from kitchens, 
grills and refreshment bars 
to fireplaces, fire pits and fire 
tables. Many are available as 
fully-assembled components 
or in pre-cut/pre-packaged 
kits to design/build into a 
completely, personalized out-
door room.

Johnson was also a pro-
ponent of “hide and reveal,” 
whereby as visitors were led 
through a hallway in a home, 
they would encounter a vi-
sual surprise – be it a strik-
ing piece of art, a dramatic 
style change, or a panoramic 
view.  This technique can 
also be accomplished in an 
outside room.  Just as an in-
terior fireplace is positioned 
to make a statement reflect-
ing the style and lifestyle in-
tention of the room, an out-
door fireplace is a natural 

choice on a patio, too.  An in-
teresting choice is the Cam-
bridge fully-assembled out-
door fireplace with optional 
waterfall/woodbox combi-
nation extensions.  The unit 
combines warmth and com-
fort of a crackling wood fire 
with the hypnotic sound of a 
water feature and the added 
visual appeal of accent light-
ing.

For outdoor rooms 
easily accessed from the 
side of the house, you can 
build a tall privacy wall 
of Cambridge Wallstones 
with an 80” high, stylish 
Garden Gate Kit nestled 
between two wallstone col-
umns. First-time visitors 
will discover (surprise!) 
an outdoor living area 
that embodies an array of 
hardscape materials and 
comfort features that can 
range from a pool deck to a 
kitchen and bar placed un-
der a pergola or pavilion 
set on low columns made of 
wallstones clad with Cam-

bridge Stone Veneer.  The 
veneer is molded from nat-
ural stone found in ledges 
and valleys in America 
and comes in blended color 
palettes.

Using computer-gen-
erated renderings from 
Cambridge software a 
Cambridge distributor or 
professional contractor 
can create or obtain vir-
tual designs to give a pre-
view of a proposed outdoor 
living space that reflects 
your lifestyle inside and 
out, from season to season.

A b ou t  t h e  w r i t e r: 
Charles H. Gamarekian is 
the Chairman/CEO of Cam-
bridge Pavers Inc. He is a 
founder and board member 
of the Interlocking Pave-
ment Institute, organized 
in 1993.  Mr. Gamarekian 
is recognized worldwide as 
an expert in his field and is 
a frequent speaker on the 
proper installation of pav-
ingstones, wallstones and 
outdoor living products. 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The litmus test for 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s af-
fordable housing plan rests 
in Ridgewood — if you ask 
one group of tenants.

Residents of six rent-
stabilized apartment build-
ings clustered near the 
border of Ridgewood and 
Bushwick, Brooklyn, are 
attempting to lobby the city 
into providing some of the 
financing a nonprofit hous-
ing group would need to 
purchase the buildings cur-
rently tied up in foreclosure 
and bankruptcy cases.

Ed Josephson, an at-
torney representing the 
tenants, said the six prop-
erties’ trajectory mirrored 
thousands of rent-regulated 
apartments across the city 
that seem to cycle through 
legal proceedings while 
tenants worry about their 
homes’ affordability and 
no entity seems responsible 
for upkeep.

“This is an interest-
ing little test case as to how 
de Blasio’s housing plan 
works in the real world,” 
said Josephson, litigation 
director at Legal Services 
NYC. “You’ve got 36 units, 
they’re pretty much typi-
cal .... In a pretty similar 
cast of characters, you have 
a hedge fund trying to buy 
them, a managing company 
managing them.”

The buildings — 16-26, 
16-73 and 16-75 Woodbine 
St.; 18-21 and 18-94 Cornelia 
St.; and 18-14 Linden St. — 
fell into foreclosure in 2007. 
In 2012, the landlord Ridge-
wood Realty LLC  filed for 
bankruptcy. Stabilis Capi-
tal Management acquired 
the $4.99 million consoli-
dated mortgage on the lots 
in 2011.

The court appointed a 
receiver to collect rent and 
manage the buildings, but 
Josephson said the build-
ings went neglected. Later, 
a managing agent was hired 
to step in, but complaints 
about repairs persisted.

The residents seek 

to remedy the situation 
by getting the city to help 
Community Assisted Ten-
ant Controlled Housing, a 
nonprofit that purchases 
distressed buildings and 
turns them into affordable 
housing, find the money to 
make Stabilis a competi-
tive offer for the buildings 
in bankruptcy court this 
June.

If the sale went 
through, Stabilis would 
create a governing board 
modeled after a co-op..

The mayor’s office did 
not respond to a request for 
comment.

Elise Golden, lead ten-
ant organizer with the Ur-
ban Homesteading Assis-
tance Board, which helped 
the Ridgewood residents 
band together, said the 
locks on the doors easily 
malfunction and remain 
broken, pests are a problem 
and heat and hot water are 
inconsistent.

Denise Serrano, who 
lives at 18-21 Cornelia St., 
said she has grown used to 
fixing problems around her 
home, spotty electricity in 
the hallway and dangling 
wires in the basement.

She said some neigh-
bors stopped paying rent 
because they were tired of 
seeing maintenance stag-
nant.

But Serrano said she 
and her neighbors were 
told their rent could in-
crease if major work was 

undertaken.
“I had to move from 

Williamsburg because the 
rents became outrageous. 
I see the neighborhood 
changing,” she said. “I don’t 
think there’s anything af-
fordable around here.”

Rent for the 36 railroad-
style, one-to-two-bedroom 
units ranges from about 
$700 to $1,200 a month, ac-
cording to Josephson.

Stabilis Capital said 
the managing agent was 
appointed by and answers 
to the federal bankruptcy 
court.

“Stabilis doesn’t actu-
ally have any legal control 
over these properties, and 
the company is not even per-
mitted by the court to come 
in and fix anything them-
selves,” Stabilis spokesman 
Konstantin Shishkin wrote 
in an e-mail, adding that 
the firm had “extensively” 
financed repair work un-
dertaken by both the man-
aging agent and receiver.

Josephson said it was 
hard to gauge what a com-
petitive offer would be be-
cause Stabilis bought the 
mortgage at a discount 
and he was unsure about 
the size of the down pay-
ment and other financing 
details.

Nonetheless, Joseph-
son said he was exploring 
how a tax credit for CATCH, 
grant or the government 
excusing about $1 million 

Residents in six Ridgewood residences, including 17-26 Woodbine 
St., want the city to help a nonprofit purchase their buildings. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Ridgewood residents 
ask for housing help

Stroke is an emergency!
Learn how to act fast.  

Get a FREE stroke risk assessment 
right here in Queens.

Tuesday, May 20th between  
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. at  

New York Hospital Queens.

Stroke is the #4 killer in the United States and is the leading cause 
of adult disability. What can you do to stop it?  

Start by signing up for our FREE stroke risk assessment to  
see if you are at risk for having a stroke. 

You could be at risk and not know it! Learn the signs and symptoms 
of having a stroke including facial droop, arm weakness or slurred 

speech* and get expert advice on how to reduce your risk now. 
As a designated stroke center, we are offering this stroke  

risk assessment and lectures for free in the  
Lang Lobby and Auditorium:  

You must register in advance to attend.
Call 800-282-6684 now.

*If you experience any of these symptoms call 911 immediately.  

Learn about stroke in 2014
Edward Chai, M.D.

Director, Division of Neurology and Stroke Services

Statins to prevent stroke occurrence
Paul Magda, M.D.
Stroke Neurologist

Continued on Page 50
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OTHER VOICES

Forget horse carriages and focus on the budget
An open letter to Mayor 

Bill de Blasio:

I 
am writing on behalf of 
city Public Advocate Le-
ticia James with a need 
so severe for those who 

need help in our city that 
there is no doubt her bud-
get needs to be increased.

It is impossible for her 
to provide the kind of ser-
vice needed in all five bor-

oughs. She should have a 
deputy in an office in each 
of the five boroughs of our 
city.

Think back to when 
you were our public advo-
cate. I am sure with all you 
accomplished, more could 
have been done had you 
had more resources and 
staff. With James dealing 
with school co-location and 

breakfast for all students, 
her help to you on univer-
sal pre-kindergarten gave 
some impetus to bringing 
it about.

Mr. Mayor, please leave 
the horses alone and spend 
that energy in getting the 
budget for our public advo-
cate increased so she can 
become more effective in 
providing services to the 

much-needed people of the 
city we all love.

A written response 
to this request would be 
greatly appreciated. Con-
tinue the good work you 
have started and do not let 
the horses pull you in the 
wrong direction.

Charles L. Norris Sr.
St. Albans

STOP THE CORRUPTION
Gimme a break.
Last week, Ruben Wills, a city councilman represent-

ing southeast Queens, was indicted on charges of stealing 
more than $30,000 in public funds from a charity and going 
on a shopping spree that netted a Louis Vuitton bag.

Sound familiar?
Last year, former state Sen. Shirley Huntley, Wills’ ex-

boss, went to jail for misappropriating some $88,000 from 
an educational nonprofit to finance her buying impulses 
at Roosevelt Field. She’s in a facility in Brooklyn, where 
she is preparing to re-enter society later this year.

In a bid to lighten her sentence, Huntley invited some 
legislators over to her Jamaica house to record their con-
versations with a hidden device in a water bottle as the 
FBI eavesdropped in another room.

Heard enough? We’re just beginning.
In June, Sen. Malcolm Smith, of SE Queens, goes on 

trial in federal court for allegedly trying to rig the 2013 
mayoral election so he could run as a Republican, even 
though he was the ex-Democratic majority leader in Al-
bany.

His co-defendants in the bribery case are ex-Council-
man Dan Halloran, a northeast Queens Republican, and 
Vincent Tabone, ex-vice chairman of the Queens GOP.

You’ll notice quite a few formers running through 
the refrain of corruption cases in Queens, but everyone 
charged is innocent until proven guilty.

But the recurring theme of fraud and theft of taxpayer 
money is troubling, whether the charges end in convic-
tions or not.

State Assemblyman William Scarborough, of south-
east Queens, is being investigated by the FBI for possible 
violations of travel expenses incurred on trips to Albany.

And to round out the current status of Queens elect-
eds in and out of jail, former Flushing Assemblyman 
Brian McLaughlin, who is serving a 10-year sentence for 
pilfering $3.1 million from union funds, fellow lawmak-
ers and the Electchester Little League, could get out four 
years early for good behavior.

This is a euphemism for his extensive co-operation 
and willingness to wear a wire to ensnare other corrupt 
Queens wrongdoers, namely Assemblyman Anthony 
Seminerio of Ozone Park, who died in jail.

The bottom line is that Queens residents deserve bet-
ter. Even the whiff of possible corruption is damaging to 
the public morale and diverts attention from the serious 
problems our legislators were elected to solve.

It’s time for Queens to decide how the borough can 
eradicate these unsavory practices and the practitioners.
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718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Columnist wrong on World’s Fair

T
he May 2-8 Political 
Action column “A 
third World’s Fair in 
the city would spur 

economy” transcends fool-
ishness for a myriad of rea-
sons.

There is chaos in much 
of Africa, the Middle East, 
Eastern Europe, so the 
event could not possibly en-
compass a “World’s” Fair. 
Courtesy of the United 
States Tennis Association, 
an interloper in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, but 
nevertheless a permanent 
fixture, it holds a worldwide 
yearly tournament. We do 
not need a fair to introduce 
the park to the world.

The 1939 fair was a fi-
nancial disaster, its bond 
holders receiving back 40 
cents on the dollar. The 
1964 fair was even worse, 
its bond holders receiv-
ing back 19.2 cents on the 

dollar. With due respect, 
William Lewis does not 
understand parks are the 
lifeblood of an urban soci-
ety, which is often plagued 
by congestion and a lack of 
open space.

A fair in FMCP would 
result in a shutdown for 
about five years, depriving 
the people of Queens the 
use of a much-needed park. 
FMCP is used mostly by the 
less privileged who do not 
have summer homes in the 
Hamptons and most likely 
not even a backyard.

More than 100 years 
ago, Frederick Law Olm-
stead, who created Central 
and Prospect parks, said, 
“If scenic parks are to be 
well-placed, well-bounded, 
well-arranged and, above 
all, well-preserved, deal-
ers must necessarily be ex-
cluded from management. 
Politicians also, if the work 

is to run smoothly.”
He also said it was the 

first duty of park managers 
to “hand down unharmed 
from one generation to the 
next the treasure of scen-
ery which the city placed in 
their care.”

Olmstead’s admoni-
tion is more pointed now 
than it was when he said 
it, given the enormous in-
crease in urban congestion 
we now experience. Any 
elected official who buys 
into the nonsense of depriv-
ing the people of the use of a 
municipal park for years is 
unfit to hold public office.

I doubt anyone would 
support a World’s Fair in 
Central, Bronx or Pros-
pect parks. FMCP, the little 
people’s park, should not be 
treated differently.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

Horse carriage industry an important part of city

T
he horse carriage 
industry is an iconic 
part of New York 
City.

The industry is a vi-
tal part of the lifeblood of 
Central Park and its sur-
rounding area. Polls show 
that tourists and residents 
alike look forward to the 
carriage rides every day.

While there have been 
grumblings outside the 
City Council calling for 
a ban on horse carriages 
throughout the city and 
around Central Park due to 
concerns for animal rights, 
we must remain cognizant 
of the facts.

The facts are that the 
carriages horses are well-
cared for. I have been to the 
stables on five occasions 
to see their conditions for 

myself. I have seen ani-
mals with plenty of water, 
room to move, more than 
adequate food availability 
and conditions overall that 
show genuine love.

People ignore that 
there is a strong bond be-
tween the driver and the 
horse. Many of those who 
say otherwise have not vis-
ited the stables. I encour-
age everyone reading these 
words to go see for them-
selves the treatment the 
horses receive.

There has never been 
an animal cruelty convic-
tion in the history of the 
industry.

There are those who 
say horses are not meant 
to work. I can say with 
confidence that carriage 
horses are bred to do this 

type of work. For decades 
horses have been helping 
the NYPD fight crime with 
no serious opposition from 
animal-rights advocates.

Other animals, such as 
seeing-eye dogs and police 
dogs, are also put to work 
by humans. Therefore, it 
stands to reason that we 
should not shy away from 
letting animals work as 
carriage horses.

The Council had made 
sure that this industry is 
well-regulated and that sta-
ble conditions are humane, 
most recently with legisla-
tion in 2010. The legisla-
tion mandates five weeks 
of vacation for horses, lim-
its on the number of hours 
worked per day and lim-
its on the number of days 
worked per year.

Carriage horses do not 
work if the outdoor temper-
ature is below 18 degrees 
or above 90 degrees. The 
horses do not work if they 
are sick and they receive 
personal care to help them 
recover.

To throw 350 families 
on the street and to blame it 
on animal rights protection 
is unconscionable to me as 
a progressive and a human 
being.

From an economic 
perspective, horse car-
riage driving is a viable 
and sought-after industry. 
I cannot justify leaving the 
carriage drivers and their 
families with no jobs or vi-
able source of income.

The so-called electric 
car replacement is not the 
realistic or viable alterna-

tive it has been made out 
to be. The Central Park 
Conservancy has rejected 
the substitution of cars for 
horses in the park.

Where would these 
cars then go? I cannot jus-
tify killing an entire indus-
try during a time of slow 
economic growth and lying 
to ourselves that the elec-
tric cars are a real alterna-
tive.

To mandate that the 
drivers must change ca-
reers or industries is out 
of step with the democratic 
ideals of New York City.

I am proud to con-
sider myself a progressive. 
I believe the government 
should work on behalf of 
the common person and to 
give those struggling a step 
up on the economic ladder. 

It is the duty of our govern-
ment to ensure that we can 
all get a strong foundation 
and begin to build our own 
dreams.

We must foster the 
dreams and careers of all 
New Yorkers, including 
horse carriage drivers.

There has been no 
legislation regarding the 
horse carriage industry in-
troduced so far during this 
session, so I urge my Coun-
cil colleagues to let it stay 
that way.

Costa Constantinides
Councilman
(D-Astoria)

Lift the Medicare residency cap

C
urrently, a “resi-
dency bottleneck” 
exists.

More and more 
students are enrolling in 
medical school and gradu-
ating, yet the number of 
residency slots available 
is capped. Medical school 
graduates need these slots 
to complete their training 
and become licensed physi-
cians.

But Congress, which 
controls funding for most 
residency programs, has 
frozen the number of sub-
sidized spots since 1997. If 
we do not want med school 
grads to be left out and if 
we want to address the phy-
sician shortage, we need to 
fix this problem.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) sup-
ports legislation that would 
expand the current cap on 
the number of Medicare-
funded training slots for 
doctors. The Resident Phy-
sician Shortage Reduction 
Act, backed by 100 bipar-
tisan members, would in-

crease the number of resi-
dency positions nationwide 
by 15,000 over five years — 
a 15 percent increase from 
the number of spots open in 
2013.

In New York, it would 
provide enough funding 
for the state to train an 
estimated 500 additional 
residents annually. This 
is increasing the number 
of doctors we need in the 
workforce.

But this is only one 
step toward addressing the 
problem of physician short-
age. This legislation falls 
short of addressing other 
problems, such as the short-
age of primary care physi-
cians. The Association of 
American Medical College 
projects that by 2020 there 
will be a shortage of 45,000 
PCPs. Today, only 30 per-
cent of all physicians prac-
tice primary care.

Not many medical stu-
dents are choosing to go 
into primary care because 
of low compensation com-
pared to specialty care. If 

we are to endorse raising 
the caps of residency slots, 
we need to make sure the 
absolute numbers of PCP 
vs. specialist slots are close 
to even.

There needs to be in-
centives in place to push 
more medical centers and 
training hospitals to invest 
in primary physician care 
and PCP residency slots.

We have an impending 
crisis on our hands. The 
demand for physicians is 
expected to increase, espe-
cially with the passage of 
the U.S. Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act, 
adding 32 million Ameri-
cans who will become new-
ly insured and eligible for 
Medicare.

Lifting the cap on 
Medicare-funded residency 
slots is a good start to deal-
ing with these problems, 
but more must be done.

Katrina Abe
Sunnyside
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T
he Queens Village 
Republican Club 
has been hosting 
guest speakers who 

have been attracting large 
crowds to the meetings.

At its most recent 
meeting, Michael Ryan, ex-
ecutive director of the city 
Board of Elections; Michael 
Zummo, president of the 
Federalist Society on Long 
Island; and Dennis Saffran, 
who ran for City Council 
last year, spoke about some 
aspect of the American vot-
ing system at the national, 
state and local levels.

The club also intends 
to participate in the Doug-
laston-Little Neck Memo-
rial Day Parade.

The Whitestone Re-
publican Club has reacti-

vated as of May 1. The club 
intends to participate in po-
litical campaigns.

At the May 1 meeting, 
the guest speaker was at-
torney Grant Lally, a can-
didate for Congress in the 
3rd District. He is presently 
running against Stephen 
Labate in a Republican pri-
mary.

Lally has run for Con-
gress twice before against 
then-U.S. Rep. Gary Ack-
erman in 1994 and ’96. 
Ackerman has since been 
replaced by Rep. Steven 
Israel (D-Melville), who 
has raised a considerable 
amount of money for the 
campaign. Whichever can-
didate wins the Republican 
primary will face Israel in 
the fall general election.

This year, for the first 
time in many years, the 
congressional primary will 
be June 24 instead of in Sep-
tember, but the primary for 
the remaining offices of 
state Assembly and state 
Senate will be in Septem-
ber, as has been the case 

since the 1970s.
This will mean two pe-

tition drives and primary 
elections in addition to the 
November election. Having 
these elections at different 
times will lead to consider-
able expense for the BOE.

Hopefully, all our pri-
maries can be held in June 
in the future. Having the 
primaries completed early 
allows the candidates who 
win more time to prepare 
for the November election.

Recently, the North-
east Queens Republican 
Club hosted Rob Astorino, 
the Republican candidate 

for governor. He is the 
Westchester County execu-
tive. To gain that office, he 
defeated a Democrat in an 
upset victory.

If he can do the same 
against Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo this year remains to 
be seen. If Astorino does 
well in the gubernatorial 
race, it will be a big help to 
Republican candidates all 
over the state.

Cuomo, however, is 
the odds-on favorite to win, 
considering that he is the 
incumbent and has raised 
a lot of money. Astorino has 
a chance, but it will be a 

hard-fought race.
One recently held 

county dinner in the Bronx 
attracted a lot of interest. 
It was held by the Bronx 
Conservative Party and it 
had more than 500 guests, 
which for a third party din-
ner is impressive.

What is interesting is 
that a significant number 
of their guests came from 
Queens. This would indi-
cate that there is a lot of 
political interest in Queens 
this year.

The guest of honor at 
the dinner was Carl Pala-
dino, the Republican can-

didate for governor four 
years ago. He was interest-
ed in running for governor 
this year, but he was not 
inclined to run in a Repub-
lican primary against As-
torino.

The results of the 2014 
races in New York and oth-
er states, will give us a good 
indication as to what politi-
cal trends are developing 
for the 2016 presidential 
campaign.

This year the issue of 
medical insurance will be 
important. How it plays 
out will give us an insight 
about the 2016 elections.

Hopefully, the seem-
ingly increased interest in 
politics will lead to an in-
crease in the voter turnout 
this year and especially in 
the 2016 presidential race.

The political, eco-
nomic and social direction 
our county faces during 
the next 10 years will be 
determined to some extent 
by how the elections are de-
cided during the next three 
years.

2014 politics will portend trends in 2016 races
COLUMNS

I
t seems we have been 
talking about improving 
education in this coun-
try for most of my adult 

life, yet we continue to lag 
behind too many countries 
in too many fields. It does 
not seem to be getting bet-
ter.

I have noted many 
times that I believe I got 
a fine education in pub-
lic schools in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and Queens. The 
same for City College and 
Columbia and Fordham 

universities.
Now we are in a tizzy 

about Common Core, the 
SATs, charter schools, 
school vouchers, home 
schooling, full-time kinder-
garten, pre-kindergarten, 
pre-school, parental in-
volvement, teacher train-
ing and paying for extra 
effort. You name it, we are 
talking about it.

Meanwhile, our kids 
do not seem to be getting the 
education to enable them to 
read, write, comprehend 
and compete in an increas-
ingly smaller world.

I have no answers to 
this, of course. If I did, I 
would have cashed in my 
chips by now and gotten a 
tax shelter overseas.

The one thing, howev-
er, I think I know about, is 

parental involvement.
I have written that my 

mother, an immigrant from 
Poland, was illiterate. She 
managed to print her name 
on checks and documents. 
She learned to speak the 
language well, with no 
trace of an accent — except 
“New Yawk” — but she did 
not read or write. She lis-
tened to the news on radio 
and television.

My grandfather died 
when my father was 6. A 
native New Yorker, my fa-
ther left school at 11 to go 
work to help his widowed 
mother and older sister. I 
never saw him read a book, 
but he read the Daily News 
and the Daily Mirror cover 
to cover every day. He knew 
what was going on in the 
world.

My mother and father 
encouraged my sister and 
me to get a good educa-
tion. We made sure to get 
to school on time, respect 
teachers and do our home-
work. They hoped we got 
good marks, but they did 
not nag us.

To them, education 
was the American Dream 
come true.

But they taught us 
about life, too, especially 
how to treat other people. 
One example will serve:

When I was in elemen-
tary school in Borough 
Park, there was no audito-
rium but the top floor had 
four large classrooms and 
sliding walls, so you could 
put on events.

We had a talent show. 
Since my father had a good 

job in the city Sanitation 
Department, my sister and 
I were neat, clean and well-
dressed.

Several of us sang our 
little hearts out at the show. 
At the end, the teacher in 
charge stood in turn be-
hind each of us and waited 
for the applause. The one 
who got the most won; I did 
not win.

I came home upset. 
When my father came 
home from work, my 
mother told him what hap-
pened. He talked to me and 
learned that, perhaps more 
than anything, the kid who 
won was not even properly 
dressed or clean, accord-
ing to me. That made me 
angry.

My father asked me 
one question: “Did he sing 

better than you?”
I did not answer. Of 

course he had.
Perhaps, after all, pa-

rental involvement should 
be at the head of any list of 
educational improvements. 
And working on that may 
take a great deal more than 
signing labor contracts.

Is our country pre-
pared to undertake that 
problem or allow our chil-
dren to slide into a world 
where no one will be able 
to say the United States is 
even near excellence in ed-
ucation for everyone?

Read my blog No Holds 
Barred at timesledger.com.

Parental involvement is key to children’s education

William
Lewis

■

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (l.) is facing challenges from Stephen Labate (c.) and Grant Lally.
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HOW THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IMPACTS OLDER ADULTS 
The Future of Medicare & Medicaid in New York

Hear From The Experts at FREE Flushing House Seminars

FREE Handouts, Refreshments For All Attendees
Call Robert Salant at 347–532–3025 to RSVP or: rsalant@uam.org

Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., Elder 
Law Attorney: Medicaid 
eligibility rules are rapidly 
changing. Fatoullah gives an 

overview of the Medicaid program and explains how 
to protect one’s assets in the event long-term health 
care is needed. He will also review fi ve essential 
legal documents that seniors should have—the 
importance of a 1. Last will and testament 2. Power 
of attorney 3. Health care proxy 4. Living will and 5. 
Living trust.

 

Maria Alvarez, Executive 
Director, NY StateWide 
Senior Action Council: Alvarez 
addresses the entire range of 

benefi ciary issues, i.e., how changes to coverage 
through Medicare, Managed Care and Medicaid, 
under new regulations of the ACA and Medicaid 
Re-Design/Expansion in New York, are impacting 
the scope, choice and delivery of benefi ts and services 
for older adults.

Ann-Margaret Carrozza, Esq., 
Elder Law Attorney: Seniors 
must know how to protect their 
homes. Carrozza explores asset 

protection trusts for the primary residence and estate 
tax planning, in light of Federal estate tax changes. 
She will also update seniors on how to get the long-
term care they need through Medicaid, while still 
protecting their assets.

ueens Village resi-
dent Manual “Man-
ny” Tavares is a 
barber by day and a 

karate master by night.
The 2013 national 

champion in the Men’s 
Elite Kumite 67 kilogram 
division started the sport 
later than most of his com-
petitors, but in a short time 
has managed to reach the 
upper rankings of the sport 
in the United States.

Tavares started karate 
at 24. During the course 
of his work as a barber, a 
customer convinced him 
to visit a dojo in Jamaica. 
Tavares started competing 
professionally in 2009, at-
taining Elite status in 2011. 
The New York Traditional 

Karate League, made up of 
dojos across the city, holds 
seven to eight tournaments 
a year, which serve as a 
springboard to national 
competition.

In July 2013, Tavares 
won his division at the USA 
National Championships 
& Team Trials, in South 
Carolina, earning him a 
spot on the national team. 
He followed that win with 
a second-place finish in the 
2014 USA Teams Trials ear-
lier this year in Chicago.

The trials are held 
twice a year and the top 
competitors are allowed to 
represent the United States 
in international competi-
tions.

Also on the national 
team is Brian Ramrup, of 
Queens, ranked first in the 
Male Elite Kumite Open 
Weight Division and third, 
behind Manny, in the 67 ki-
logram division.

Karate is not an Olym-
pic sport. That recognition 

has been extended to tae 
kwon do and judo, Korean 
and Japanese martial arts. 
Recent attempts by the 
World Karate Federation 
to secure karate’s inclusion 
in the 2020 games failed, 
owing to the number of 
combat sports currently 
included in the games. The 
WKF represents 10 million 
athletes across 130 nations.

Wrestling had been 
dropped by the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee, 
only to be re-included in a 
subsequent vote, eliminat-
ing karate from consider-
ation in the 2020 games, to 
be held in Tokyo.

For athletes such as 
Tavares, the chance to rep-
resent the United States in 
international competition 
comes not at the Olympics 
but in WKF international 
tournaments or in regional 
competitions, such as the 
Pan American Champion-
ships, held this month in 
Lima, Peru.

Karate is a hazardous 
sport, and Tavares notes, 
“It took me a lot of blood, 
sweat and tears. I’ve gotten 
my nose broken, my fingers 
broken, you name it, I’ve 
been to it.”

Yet succeeding in the 
sport drives Tavares’ pas-
sion to compete at the inter-
national level.

Tavares has previous-
ly competed in the Karate1 
Premier League in Paris in 
2013, financing the trip on 
his own. American karate 

athletes generally do not re-
ceive funding to travel and 
participate in tournaments, 
which contrasts with na-
tions that fund karate and 
other athletic programs on 
a national level.

This includes funding 
for strength and condition-
ing coaches as well as phys-
ical therapy and practice 
facilities.

In addition to hav-
ing more children enter 
the sport, Manny stresses 
that older teens and young 

adults should consider ka-
rate as a hobby, noting the 
sport’s value for providing 
focus and discipline, as well 
as nurturing a competitive 
spirit.

Becoming the national 
champion, he notes, “start-
ed a dream for me, some-
thing that was farfetched.”

As a latecomer, he 
muses, “Look where I’m 
at now. If I started four or 
five years earlier, imagine 
where I could be now?”

After the Pan Ameri-
can Championships, Tava-
res will compete in the next 
USA Team Trials in Reno, 
Nevada. There Tavares will 
hope to qualify as a mem-
ber of the U.S. delegation 
to the biennial WKF World 
Championship in Bremen, 
Germany.

As the team does not 
receive funding, Manny is 
raising funds to cover trav-
el and training expenses at 
gofundme.com/ManuelTa-
vares.

Barber from Queens Village climbs ladder to become champ
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A legendary figure in 

western Queens politics 
will be remembered with a 
street co-naming in Wood-
side Saturday.

Woodside Avenue and 
61st Street will be called 
“Walter McCaffrey Place” 
to honor the man who rep-
resented the 26th District 
on the City Council for 
nearly 16 years beginning 
in 1985.

“He was very proud to 
say he was a Woodsider by 
choice,” Community Board 
2 Chairman Joe Conley 
said. “He took so much care 
of the community for so 
long he forgot to take care 
of himself.”

McCaffrey died last 
July from health problems 
that were exacerbated by 
injuries suffered in a car 
accident. He was 64.

Before his years at the 
Council, McCaffrey was 
chairman of CB 2.

“He was the chair when 
I came on board in 1985, he 
was a go-to person who al-
ways gave of himself,” said 
Conley, who pointed to two 
of McCaffrey’s most inno-
vative ideas.

The veterans shelter 
on Borden Avenue was 
originally supposed to go 
in an industrial park.

“Walter thought veter-
ans should be a part of the 
neighborhood and they paid 
him back by being V-Cops, 
doing community policing 
and cleanups,” Conley said.

In the 1980s, prostitu-
tion was a major problem 
in Long Island City.

“There was revolving-
door justice — as soon as 
prostitutes and johns were 
arrested, they were back 
on the streets hours later. 
Walter developed ‘Court-
Watch,’ where dozens of 
volunteers would sit in 
courtrooms staring down 
judges and prosecutors,” 
Conley said. “That resulted 
in tougher penalties and 

fines, the revolving door 
stopped and that was one of 
the first steps towards im-
proving LIC.”

Conley has been CB 2 
chairman for 13 years.

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
sponsor of the dedication, 
said, “Walter was one of the 
smartest and most clever 
elected officials in the his-
tory of western Queens.”

The ceremony will be 
at 61st Street and Woodside 
Avenue at noon Saturday.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

 Councilman Walter McCaffery(l-r) takes center stage with U.S. Rep. Tom Manton, Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
and Councilman Peter Vallone in days gone by. 

McCaffrey to be honored
Woodside street renaming will mark his legacy

WE PREFER TO 

FOCUS ON THE 

COMMUNITY, AND YES, 

THAT MEANS 
YOU .

• rate discounts
• low down payment options
• in-person pre-qualifying

Get started today.
Call Manual Valcarcel 347-242-4258
(NMLS ID 254851) or 
Barbara Mongiello 347-527-3696 
(NMLS ID 646649), visit a branch or 
WWW.RIDGEWOODBANK.COM

Two white horses are hooked up to a carriage, which carried 
former Councilman Walter McCaffrey’s coffin to his funeral in 
Woodside last year.
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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MTA New York City 
Transit President Carmen 
Bianco joined Queens offi-
cials in cutting the ribbon 
on three elevators at the 
Forest Hills-71st Avenue 
subway station last week.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Forest Hills), 
Community Board 6 Chair-
man Joseph Hennessy and 
District Manager Frank 
Gulluscio applauded the 
new equipment’s debut.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
said the $24.7 million proj-
ect brought the fifth-busiest 

subway station into compli-
ance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, which 
guarantees those with dis-
abilities the same access to 
services, goods and aspects 
of mainstream life.

The addition of the 
elevators and boarding 
areas designed for those 
in wheelchairs or reliant 
upon canes, walkers or 
other equipment made the 
subway station the 12th 
ADA-complaint one in the 
borough.

— Sarina Trangle

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Queens’ Asian commu-
nity’s fight to get a school 
holiday for the Lunar New 
Year cleared a major hurdle 
Tuesday.

The state Senate 
passed a bill which requires 
local education boards to 
consider closing schools on 
days student absenteeism 
is so high that it would be 
a waste of resources to stay 
open.

Schools in areas with 
significant Asian popula-
tions, such as Flushing, 
have experienced high 
absentee rates on the Lu-
nar New Year, the largest 

holiday in many Asian cul-
tures, but have remained 
open.

“The state Senate took 
an important vote in rec-
ognizing an unfair burden 
schools across the state 
place on students within 
the Asian community when 
they are unable to close on 
Lunar New Year,” said Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who co-sponsored the bill. 
“It is simply impractical to 
waste educational resourc-
es when a large portion of 
a particular ethnic group 
celebrates a historically 
significant day.”

The bill will now be de-
livered back to the state As-

sembly, which passed the 
bill in February, to pass on 
to Gov. Andrew Cuomo for 
his signature.

“All Americans — 
whether they are Chinese, 
Korean, Hindu or from 
any other background — 
deserve the freedom to ob-
serve important religious 
and cultural holidays 
without fear of harming 
their children’s education,” 
said Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), who also co-
sponsored the bill.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Flushing’s St. George’s 
Church is set to host an Im-
migration Resource Fair 
Saturday, which organiz-
ers said will integrate im-
migrants into the local 
economy by connecting 
them to organizations that 
provide language and job 
services.

Nonprofits Immigrant 
Advancement Matters and 
One Flushing organized 
the fair, which will run 
from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
this historic church, at 135-
32 38th Ave.

“We find that one of 
the biggest challenges fac-
ing immigrants is lack of 
knowledge of the wonder-
ful programs and institu-
tions dedicated to their suc-
cess,” said Alexandra Ruiz, 
executive director of Immi-
grant Advancement Mat-
ters, a nonprofit that helps 
immigrants through edu-
cational, legal and personal 
advancement programs.

A recent city study 
showed Asian New York-
ers’ poverty rate spiked 
higher than any other eth-
nic group during the reces-
sion and attributed this to a 

lack of language services at 
government agencies.

Organizers said the re-
source fair was one way to 
bridge this gap.

Some of the organiza-
tions represented at the 
fair will include Asian 
Americans for Equality, 
the LaGuardia Small Busi-
ness Development Center 
and the city Department of 
Health.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Subway riders use a new el-
evator in the Forest Hills sub-
way station. 

Photo by Patrick Cashin-MTA

Flushing fair to link immigrants, services

State Senate passes Lunar schools bill

Station elevators open

CK’s Math Team Places Second 
in State Wide Math

CK’s Math Team competed in the 
New York State Mathematics League 
and tied for second place overall.

More than 30 members competed 
over the course of the school year. 
CK’s Math Team has consistently 
placed in the top two rankings 
throughout the six contests, which 
were conducted from October 2013 
to March 2014.

The New York State Mathematics League is comprised of teams from over 200 high schools, 
with over 4,000 participants. The League includes public, specialized, private and parochial 
high schools.  Last year, the CK Math Team was the top school in the state.  Individually, out of 
thirteen students who tied for first place, four were Christ the King students.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.
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60-44 Maurice Avenue
Maspeth, NY 11378

VISIT: www.mauricesupplies.comCALL: 718–478–2700

MAURICE SUPPLIES LLC.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 16

–2
2,

 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

20

TL

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
A retired Whitestone 

fire chief is coming out of 
retirement to become May-
or Bill de Blasio’s FDNY 
commissioner.

De Blasio named Dan-
iel Nigro, 65, as the newest 
commissioner in his ad-
ministration last week. The 
Whitestone resident served 
as chief of department from 
2001 until he retired in 2002 
and led the FDNY following 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

He ascended to chief 
of department after his su-
perior, Peter Ganci, died 
when the World Trade Cen-
ter collapsed.

“Dan was apart of 
this department in some 
of its most challenging mo-
ments,” de Blasio told re-
porters at the FDNY acad-
emy on Randall’s Island. 
“[He] rose to the occasion 
over and over again.”

Born in Bayside as the 
son of a firefighter, Nigro 
joined the FDNY in 1969 
and served for 33 years be-
fore his retirement. He is 
credited with overseeing 
the merger of Emergency 
Medical Services with the 
FDNY.

“He had to lead the 
FDNY and inspire it 
through its darkest days 
and help get this depart-
ment back on his feet,” de 
Blasio said.

Nigro faced his tough-
est test in the days and 
weeks that followed 9/11. 
He lost not only a superior, 
but also a friend in Ganci, 
whose son Chris attended 
the announcement ceremo-
ny.

“I remember thinking 
afterwards how proud my 
father would have been of 
you, Dan,” he said. “But I 
know for sure that today, 
he’d be beaming with pride 

to see you achieve this mon-
umental achievement.”

Nigro rose through 
the ranks and was chief of 

operations before he was 
promoted to Ganci’s rank. 
After 9/11, he was forced to 
leave the department on a 

disability pension because 
of respiratory problems he 
suffered. Nigro said this 
will, however, not affect his 
duties as commissionaire.

“[It] precluded me 
from doing what these uni-
formed people do,” Nigro 
said in front of a group of 
probationary firefighters. 
“But that’s not what the 
mayor hired me to do. So 
that’s it.”

The mayor tapped Ni-
gro despite rumors he was 
considering Mylan Dener-
stein, a former FDNY attor-
ney who would have been 
the first black woman to get 
the Bravests’ top job.

The city recently set-
tled a lawsuit with Fire De-
partment applicants who 
had alleged racial discrimi-
nation. The city agreed to 
pay $98 million in back pay 
to minorities who claimed 
their applications to join 
the Bravest were rejected 

because of discrimination.
Although he has been 

enjoying his retirement, 
Nigro said he did not hesi-
tate when the mayor con-
tacted him about becoming 
his commissioner.

“Opportunities to 
make a difference do not 
come along often in one’s 
life, if at all,” Nigro said. 
“Being apart of this admin-
istration is truly exciting.”

Nigro will replace Sal-
vatore Cassano, who has 
been FDNY commissioner 
since 2010.

“I always wanted to 
be part of the Fire Depart-
ment,” the incoming com-
missioner said. “Coming 
back is a dream, a dream 
come true.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Mayor Bill de Blasio appointed Daniel Nigro (r.) to the post of FDNY 
commissioner. Photo by Ed Reed/Mayor’s Office

Mayor taps retired Whitestone fi re chief  to run FDNY
Daniel Nigro returns to department he led through darkest days after terrorist attacks on 9/11

���
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

JOB FAIR
Atlas Park is conducting a job fair  

for their retailers and restaurants this 
Saturday, May 17th from 11am – 2pm 
in the space adjacent to Payless Shoes.  

There will be full-time, part-time and 
seasonal opportunities available.  

Great for teens. Please bring resumes.
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BY BILL PARRY

The fourth annual 
Taste of Sunnyside Tuesday 
evening will be different 
than the previous three.

The showcase event, 
run by Sunnyside Shines, 
will have a record number 
of restaurants and bars 
participating in a dramati-
cally different setting.

“We’re pitching a fes-
tival tent under the 7 train 
el between 45th and 46th 
streets,” Sunnyside Busi-
ness Improvement District 
Executive Director Rachel 
Thieme said. “It’s such a 
central location in the com-
munity and it should really 
create a buzz. A huge tent 
in the middle of Queens 
Boulevard should merit 
some attention.”

Claret Wine Bar is one 
of the 26 establishments 
taking part. Manager Jus-
tin Costello believes the 
new venue will create more 
interest than in past years, 
when the event was held 
indoors at Sunnyside Com-
munity Services, at 43-31 
39th St.

“It’s interesting and 
different and we’re look-
ing forward to it,” Costello 
said. “I’m sure it will draw 
plenty of notice and make 
for an even bigger event 
next year.”

Thieme felt it was time 
to think outside the box 
and make the Taste of Sun-
nyside accessible to more 
people.

“It’s all about showing 
off what the community 
has to offer. We loved the 
Sunnyside Community Ser-
vices, but we had to split the 
evening into two sittings 
because the space was only 
big enough for 250 people at 
a time,” Thieme said. “Now 
we can do one big seating 
for 500 and they can stay 
and sample the neighbor-
hood’s restaurants for the 
whole evening.”

The lineup is diverse: 
Mexican cuisine from 
DeMole, Japanese from 
Takesushi, Italian from 

Venturo and Asian-Amer-
ican fusion from Salt and 
Fat.

The festival begins 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday with 
regular admittance costing 
$30. There is also a $60 VIP 
admittance that allows for 
an extra hour of sampling 
with an earlier entrance at 
5:30 p.m.

Local music acts in-
cluding Mariachi Flor de 
Toloache, the Sunnyside 
Social Club and the a capel-
la singing group Ten and 
Change will perform.

The tent setting does 
pose a challenge for one of 
the restaurants, though. 
Williamsburger is taking 
part for the first time, hav-
ing opened at 36-17 Green-
point Ave., almost a year 
ago. Owner Corey McPher-
son takes his gourmet ham-
burger preparation serious-
ly and would not serve one 

that was prepared hours 
earlier.

“You can’t grill on-site, 
so we’ll make some chili 
instead,” McPherson said. 
“My restaurant is off the 
beaten path, so I’m taking 
part for the exposure. The 
last thing I’m going to do is 
serve a burger that tastes 
like cardboard. I think our 
chili will rock it out, any-
way.”

The tent under the No. 
7 train trestle proved to be 
a little more challenging 
than Thieme expected.

“I think it’s interest-
ing to experiment with the 
space, but no one has ever 
tried this before, so it’s not 
like there’s a playbook,” 
she said. “It’s been a lot of 
work coordinating all of 
the different aspects, but I 
think in the end it will be 
worth it.”

Venturo Osteria and Wine Bar will serve up old-fashined Italian 
fare at the annual Sunnyside event. photo courtesy Venturo

Taste of Sunnyside set
for tent under No. 7

Parents hear it repeatedly: 
building a strong school-home 
partnership is essential to help-
ing your child do better in school. 
While volunteering in the class-
room and attending parent-
teacher conferences are two obvi-
ous ways to make the connection 
with your child’s teacher, Eileen 
Huntington of Huntington Learn-
ing Center reminds parents of a 
number of other opportunities 
to build a good relationship with 
your child’s teachers. Huntington 
offers these tips:

Certainly, your relationship 
with your child’s teacher is a pro-
fessional one, and most of your 
conversations will revolve around 
your child and his or her learning 
and behavior in the classroom. 
Still, take time to get to know 
your child’s teacher as a person. 
When the opportunity arises, ask 
the teacher a little about him or 
herself, what he or she likes about 
teaching or what the teacher en-
joys doing outside of school. Ex-
tend kindness and respect to the 
teacher, just as you would with any 
other professional connection. 

Your child’s teacher wants to 
partner with you, so be sure he or 
she sees that you want the same 
thing. Ask regularly for sugges-
tions on how you can best sup-
port your child’s learning and ex-
tend classroom learning through 
at-home activities. If a problem 
arises, talk with the teacher about 
developing a plan of action and 
what steps you must take on your 
side to make that plan successful. 
Remember: you and your child’s 
teacher have the same goal. Col-
laborate and communicate fre-
quently.

Your child’s teacher may ap-
preciate hearing from you when 
a lesson really made an impact on 
your child or when your child is 
struggling through a particular 
unit or subject. Provided you do 
this appropriately (and give your 
child’s teacher the benefit of the 

doubt if an issue arises), such pro-
active communication shows your 
child’s teacher that you appreci-
ate his or her efforts and that you 
want to work together. 

If you work full time and don’t 
have regular opportunities to see 
your child’s teacher or volunteer 
in the classroom, send the teacher 
an email and let him or her know 
how you are able to help. That 
might include speaking to the 
class about a topic about which 
you are knowledgeable, helping 
cut paper for class crafts from 
home or something else. Your 
child’s teacher may or may not 
take you up on your offer, but he 
or she will definitely appreciate 
that you want to assist.

Parent-teacher collaboration 
will benefit your child in so many 
ways, not the least of which is that 
it shows your child that his or her 
education is important to you. 
Seek ways to partner with your 
child’s teacher as often as you can. 
In doing so, you’ll notice a lasting 
difference on your child’s feelings 
about school’s importance—and 
his or her overall educational ex-
perience.

Founded in 1977, Huntington is 
a pioneer and leader in the tutor-
ing industry. For over 35 years, 
Huntington has provided quality 
instruction to hundreds of thou-
sands of students. Huntington 
prides itself on being “Your Tu-
toring Solution” for students in 
all grades and subjects.  They tu-
tor in reading, phonics, math and 
study skills; as well as advanced 
math and science subjects rang-
ing from algebra through calculus 
and general science through phys-
ics.  They also prepare students 
for state and standardized en-
trance exams, such as high school 
entrance exams and the SAT and 
ACT.

Learn more about Huntington 
at www.huntingtonhelps.com. For 
information on franchise opportu-
nities, visit www.huntingtonfran-
chise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

4 Tips to Collaborate 
with Your Child’s Teacher

Takesushi plans to take part in the Taste of Sunnyside in a festival 
tent under the No. 7 subway line. Photo courtesy Takesushi
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in col laborat ion wi th 

Borough President Melinda Katz and Assembly Member Margaret Markey 

co-chairs of the World’s Fair Anniversary Committee 

invite you to celebrate 
the 75th and 50th World’s Fair Anniversaries at the 

World’s Fair Anniversary Festival
Sunday, May 18th, 2014

FEATURING 
a 5:30 pm performance by Liverpool Shuffl e (a Beatles tribute band) and

a 6:30 pm concert by the Queens Symphony Orchestra (led by Constantine Kitsopoulos)

The festival gets underway at 1:00 pm 
with tours of historic World’s Fair sites, displays of World’s Fair memorabilia, 

50-cent rides on the historic carousel, restored vehicles, great food from around the world 
and international music and dance performances

RAIN OR SHINE  PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR OR BLANKET TO ENJOY THE CONCERTS

SPONSORED BY:
TD Bank  AT&T   NYC & Co.  Con Edison  Queens Tourism Council  USTA  Daily News 

Queens College  The Coca-Cola Company
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Erin Camia, our May Student of Distinction, is the 
top-ranking student in her class at Baccalaureate 
School for Global Education. As Mr. Peter 
Wilson, College Advisor, enthuses, “Erin is a true 
intellectual and well-rounded individual, who 
earns exemplary grades. More importantly, she 
is one of the most intelligent, determined and 
inspirational young people I have encountered at 
the Baccalaureate School. Devoted to her studies 
and the development of her research skills, Erin 
consistently challenges herself and her peers 
academically and outside of the classroom.” 

Ms Connie You, English teacher, agrees: “Erin’s 
intellect has always stood out as being head and 
shoulders above that of her classmates. She knows 
exactly what intellectual moves to emulate and 
fl awlessly reproduces those moves in her written 
work. She asks for little help and has generally 
been self-suffi cient intellectually. She sets a high 
standard for herself thus her paper attempts to 
strike out on its own.“

In terms of grades, Erin’s are stellar. In addition 
to her earning exemplary class grades, Erin 
has excelled in the New York State Regents 
Exams. Among her impressive scores are: 99, 
U.S. History; 99, Global History; 95, Living 
Environment; 95, Geometry; 94, Chinese LOTE; 
and 90, Chemistry. Erin achieved a perfect score 
on her English Language Arts Regents Exam 
earning 100 points. 

As a member of her communities, Erin lends a 
helping hand both at BSGE and within the larger 
community. As a volunteer at the Queens Public 

Library, she has aided librarians in maintaining 
the facilities as well as helped visitors locate 
books and other materials. Within the school 
community, Erin helps seventh and eighth grade 
students at her school build their academic skills, 
reviewing their homework and their academic 
assignments.  

Mr. James Heine, Mathematics Teacher, explains, 
“I have seen Erin mature into a young lady. She 
does peer tutoring with young 8th grade students. 
I know how helpful she is because I have some of 
those students in my classes.”

According to Mr. Wilson, another area of 
interest are the school paper and the yearbook. 
“Displaying her school spirit further, Erin has 
been the Editor-in-Chief for The Bacc Rag, the 
offi cial school newspaper for the past two years. 
She manages the peer-led staff, editing articles, 
supervising layout of the publication, while 
acting as lead reporter on a number of headline 
articles.” Since September 2011, Erin has also 
been Editor-in-Chief of the yearbook. “She knows 
the meaning of the word commitment and staying 
with a job,” says Mr. Heine.

Ms. You is particularly impressed with Erin’s 
writing chops. For an independent assignment, 
Erin chose to write Making My Family Tree. Ms. 
You explains, “This assignment is an independent 
assignment, however this was nothing new to Erin. 
It is clear from her written work that Erin has the 
capacity to grasp the diffi cult and complicated 
literary texts on both a literal and fi gurative level. 
Moreover, her writing is clear, effi cient, logical, 
polished and a pleasure to read. The style is 
almost invisible so as to render the ideas nearly 
independent from the language used to express 
them.” 

Erin is also known for her prowess on the softball 
fi eld. She has been a member of the school’s 
varsity softball team since 2011. Explains Mr. 
Heine, “The same quiet determination she fi rst 
showed in 8th grade is on display on the ball 
fi eld. This experience has also given her more 
insight into the meaning of teamwork.”

Mr. Wilson concurs and adds, “She is an extremely 
athletic individual. She is a dedicated softball 
player positioned at third base for the Women’s 
Varsity softball Team, Lady Sting; Erin helped the 
team move up to Division B in the PSAL Program 
in New York City in just a few seasons.”

As Erin worked with Mr. Wilson on the college 
admissions process, it became evident that 
her performance in science would bode well 
for her dream. Mr. Wilson explains, “Erin is a 
hardworking, bright young person with a clear 
vision of how to contribute to greater society. 
Her sights are set on pursuing a degree in 
biomedical engineering.” Erin’s strength in both 
mathematics and science led to her application 
to Case Western University, which is among 
the top schools in the nation and renowned for 
its biomedical engineering program. Erin was 
accepted.

We wish Erin continued success in pursuing her 
dream!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Erin Camia
May 2014
Student of Distinction
Baccalaureate School for 
Global Education
Astoria, New York
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Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Ken Maldonado 

Photos by Ken Maldonado



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 16–22, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
27

TL

Greetings From

SUMMER CAMP

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
58-20 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck NY 11362
www.sfysummercamps.org

Camp Open Houses & Tours

I     SFY DAY CAMP

 Low Camper / Staff Ratios
 Customizable Session Options
 Camps for Children with Special 
Needs 
 Elective Programming 

 Extended Hours (AM/PM) 
 Transportation Options 
 Indoor & Outdoor Programs 
 Exciting Trips & Travel Options
 1199, ACD, & HRA Accepted

Sign Up 

NOW

LIMITED TIME ONLY

For 

Discounted Pricing

Our Teen Camp girls 

always stop to smile for a 

pic on the road.

The members of the Junior Camp Art 

Elective show off their gorgeous creations.

Sports Camp shows us the meaning of 
teamwork.

Sunday, June 8, 2014
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

at the Henry Kaufmann Campground 
75 Colonial Springs Road
Wheatley Heights, NY

Early Childhood
AT SAMUEL FIELD Y

Little Neck 
58-29 Little Neck Parkway

Little Neck, NY 11362

718.225.6750 x246

Bay Terrace Center 
212-00 23 Avenue 

Bayside, NY 11360 

718.423.6111 x225

www.sfy.org

NURTURING, STIMULATING &EDUCATIONALLY ENRICHING PROGRAMS
SUMMER CAMP & NURSERY SCHOOL  

58-20 LITTLE NECK PARKWAY, LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

Register for

Summer Camp

REDUCED 

RATES

Exceptional Experiences 

for Children, 2-5 years old 

TODDLER PROGRAMS        NURSERY SCHOOL

FULL DAY CHILDCARE     SUMMER PROGRAMS

UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN!



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$103BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

ACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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SAVINGS & SELECTION
FIND A WHOLE LOT OF

AT MAJOR WORLD!AT MAJOR WORLD!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2012 Volkswagen Passat, 22k 4362 $13,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$14,995
CAMARO'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
42k miles, Stk#1196

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 

32k miles, Stk#1616

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 1382, 3k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2011 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 16

–2
2,

 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

30

TL

BY BILL PARRY

An Astoria businessman will find out 
Monday if he can reopen his popular res-
taurant and two bakeries that were shut-
tered by the city Department of Health last 
month.

Violations were not the problem, but 
the owner’s temper was.

The trouble began in August during 
an inspection of The Strand Smokehouse, 
the popular barbecue joint at 25-27 Broad-
way. The Strand is a unique operation in 
that it prepares all the food two doors away 
in the Bakeway NYC.

“It’s got an industrial-sized kitchen 
and that’s where we use the smoker so it 
doesn’t stink out the joint,” owner Tom 
Vasilis  explained, adding that Bakeway’s 
kitchen had been inspected two weeks ear-
lier.

“I said I’m refusing inspection be-
cause I thought they were double dipping, 
and I told him to leave my premises and it 
got a little hairy,” Tom Vasilis said.

The agency says Vasilis used profan-
ity and even threw an equipment bag at 
the inspector in an altercation that got so 
heated that police were called, although no 
charges were filed.

“Yes, I used profanity, but I didn’t 

throw the bag at him. I picked it up and 
placed it outside my door,” Vasilis said.

The owner had another run-in with 
a different inspector in 2011 and says he 
should have known better.

It turns out the agency only wanted 
to inspect an ice machine and a bathroom 

that are shared by The Strand and Bake-
way. It was a costly mistake by the owner. 
On April 28, the agency shut down The 
Strand Smokehouse; the Bakeway, at 25-21 
Broadway; and Vasilis’ second Bakeway, at 
29-10 30th St.

A statement from the agency reads, 

“Yes, the Health Department suspended 
the permits for all three establishments. 
By refusing to allow inspections on two 
separate occasions, the owner has shown a 
disregard for public health and an unwill-
ingness to comply with the law.”

Vasilis claims it was pent-up frustra-
tion from 20 years of arbitrary inspections 
that got the better of him.

“They shut down three places and put 
50 people out of work because they got their 
nose out of joint,” Vasilis said. “I need to 
get out of this business. There’s no over-
sight on the Department of Health.”

Vasilis adds that he budgeted $8,000 a 
year for fines at his three businesses.

“It’s not just the Health Department,” 
he said. “There are plenty more agencies 
with their hand out, too.”

The restaurant and the two bakeries 
are scheduled for inspection Monday. If 
they pass, they may open Tuesday.

“I’m not holding my breath right now 
because it’s zero tolerance inspections   — 
the ball is entirely in their court,” Vasilis 
said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4538.

One of two Bakeway NYC shops that are shuttered by the city Department of Health. Photo by Bill Parry

Strand Smokehouse hopes to reopen next week

My husband Freddie lived with a proud Jewish faith.
Thanks to Calvary, he died with it, too.

“My Freddie had a vivacious spirit and love for life. Brilliant and dynamic, 
as both an engineer and attorney, he challenged life’s issues with gusto. 
So when terminal cancer relentlessly ripped through his body – and our 
souls – we were horrified to see him suffer. Then Calvary entered our lives. 
First, your Calvary Home Hospice team relieved his pain. Then when he 
needed the round-the-clock services of Calvary Hospital, you were there 
for us again. In his private room, you gave us time to be together as a 
family. Most importantly, you respected our Jewish faith and customs. 
For a few short weeks, Freddie was back! His final days were happy 
ones. Just the way we wanted to remember him. Thank you Calvary”.

- Terri Levine

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand (D-N.Y.) has signed 
on to legislation that would 
allow college graduates 
with outstanding student 
loan debt to refinance their 
interest rates, saving col-
lege graduates tens of bil-
lions of dollars collectively 
in the first year alone if the 
bill were to pass.

Gillibrand’s proposal 
was included in a bill, ti-
tled the Bank on Students 
Emergency Loan Refinanc-
ing Act, introduced May 
6 by Sen. Elizabeth War-
ren (D-Mass.) to reduce 
the amount of debt college 
graduates are buried under 
after finishing school.

Under Gillibrand’s 
addition, students in New 
York would be able to re-
finance interest rates on 
federal and private loans 
to a figure as low as 3.86 

percent for undergraduate 
loans and 5.41 percent for 
graduate loans.

The legislation comes 
amid what Gillibrand called 
a “student loan crisis” that 
has left New Yorkers with 
more than $60 billion in 
student loan debt, while the 
national figure sits at about 
$1.2 trillion.

“People owe more 
now on student loans than 
they do on credit cards or 
auto loans and it’s holding 
back economic growth,” 
she said. “Graduates aren’t 
starting their careers on 
even ground, they’re start-
ing them under water, and 
some of them are having a 
hard time staying afloat.”

In New York state, the 
average student loan debt 
in 2012 amounted to about 
$27,000, according to the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, and nearly 12 
percent of borrowers were 
delinquent on their loan 

payments by the end of last 
year.

In Queens, where 64 
percent of residents ages 
18 to 34 have some form of 
post-high school education, 
the delinquency rate is 
about 11.1 percent, slightly 
lower than the citywide fig-
ure of 11.5 percent.

With interest rates as 
high as they are now, Gilli-
brand said graduates can 
end up paying back nearly 
double the amount of mon-
ey originally borrowed — 
more than $21,000 in inter-
est alone.

By lowering inter-
est rates to the proposed 
amount, graduates nation-
wide could save around 
$10,000 per person in inter-
est payments and a collec-
tive total of close to $14.5 
billion in just the first year 
of the legislation, accord-
ing to data from the Center 
for American Progress.

Gilly wants to lower rates
for student loans in NYS

BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside will honor 
its Vietnam War dead with 
a new memorial in a play-
ground named for a Con-
gressional Medal of Honor 
recipient.

Several veterans were 
at a ground-breaking last 
Thursday, at Lance Corpo-
ral Thomas P. Noonan Jr. 
Playground, which is un-
dergoing a $2 million reno-
vation.

New granite slabs will 
surround a permanent flag-
pole engraved to remember 
Noonan and four others 
from the neighborhood who 
were killed in action.

Noonan was a U.S. Ma-
rine rifleman killed while 
rescuing wounded soldiers 
in 1969.

“The children pro-
posed the monument for 
him,” City Councilman 

Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “They 
knew his name but not his 
story. There will be biogra-
phies of him as well as the 
others from this commu-
nity that made the ultimate 
sacrifice.”

Vietnam War veteran 
Mark Wilensky knew Noo-
nan and grew up with two 
of the four who will be hon-
ored.

“There was Thomas 
John Riley on 43rd and Don-
ny Breuer from 41st Street. 
I used to play with him over 
at PS 199. His family has 
been waiting for this honor 
for 40 years,” he said.

Edward Cochran  and 
James Owens will also be 
honored.

“I’d also like to have 
Joe Leyden included even 
though he wasn’t killed in 
action,” Community Board 
2  Chairman Joe Conley 

said. “He was in the Air 
Force during the war years 
and he should be remem-
bered for his service to the 
country and Sunnyside.”

The memorial and the 
park renovation might not 
have happened had it not 
been for the students at PS 
199 playing a central role, 

beginning with Career Day 
in 2010.

“I met a student there 
named Alicia Quan, who 
suggested we clean up the 
park,” Van Bramer said. 
“It was during that cleanup 
that we noticed the need for 
improvement.”

Van Bramer and the 

city Parks Department be-
gan planning the makeover 
the following year.

The playground’s com-
plete renovation will in-
clude a new spray shower, 
separate play areas for tod-
dlers and older children, 
new trees and shrubbery, a 
newly constructed entrance 
and fencing to keep the 
children from wandering 
into traffic on Greenpoint 
Avenue and 43rd Street.

Dorothy Lewandows-
ki, Queens Parks commis-
sioner, announced that 
the agency in charge of 
the renovation has raised 
additional funding to re-
surface the basketball and 
handball courts as well as 
bicycle racks.

“The playground will 
reopen in time for next 
summer,” she said. “We 
would have liked to start 
the renovation earlier, but 

the winter was too severe 
that we couldn’t do a thing. 
We did not want to ruin 
two summers by starting 
later.”

There were no com-
plaints from the dozens of 
PS 199 students who were 
present at the ground-
breaking, Many of their 
ideas have been incorporat-
ed into the new plan for the 
Noonan Playground.

Alicia Quan, now a 
student at IS 125 in Sunny-
side, said, “It’s a great op-
portunity to play a role in 
the new park and everyone 
is excited about it.”

Van Bramer, who se-
cured the $2 million in 
capital funding for the 
renovation, looked at Quan 
and said, “I’m just grateful 
she’s only 13 and can’t run 
against me for another five 
years.”

Veterans join in the groundbreaking for a park renovation featur-
ing a memorial for Vietnam War dead. Photo by Bill Parry

Sunnyside breaks ground on Vietnam vets memorial 
Project part of $2 million renovation in park named for Congressional Medal of Honor recipient

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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We Now Have
COLD LASER

Most
Insurances
Accepted

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” 
to see how our technologies
may benefi t you.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms

With this ad, expires in 30 days

www.northshorerehabilitation.com

Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Unfurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200
Offer expires Dec. 2014. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
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Wholesale and Depart-
ment Store Union and two 
organizing groups: Make 
the Road New York and 
New York Communities for 
Change.

“The mostly immi-
grant workers at Off Broad-
way Car Wash are now 

members of the RWDSU,” 
union president Stuart Ap-
pelbaum said. “Their wages 
will increase immediately 
and they will receive paid 
time off.”

One of the 16 workers, 
Refugio Denicia said, “I feel 
happy and satisfied. I hope 
our contract is an example 
to other workers who might 
feel like they don’t have a 
voice.”

City Councilman 

Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who supported 
the strikes, said, “These are 
the benefits of our efforts 
with the ‘carwasheros’ to 
achieve a just contract. It 
shows change can happen.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

not to support him simply 
because of his ethnicity.

“Please do not vote for 
me simply because I am an 
Asian American,” he said. 
“Check my platform and 
my past and if you think 
S.J. Jung will represent 
you, then vote for me.”

A tireless immigrant 
rights advocate, Jung par-
ticipated in an eight-day 
fast in Washington, D.C., 
last fall in an attempt to 

push the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to pass com-
prehensive immigration 
reform.

He joined the MinK-
won Center, a Flushing-
based nonprofit that advo-
cates for immigrant rights, 
26 years ago as a volunteer 
and served as its executive 
director from 1989 until 
2006, when he became the 
nonprofit’s president.

Jung resigned from 
his position as president in 
anticipation of his Senate 
run against Stavisky.

He ran for City Council 
in 2009 and narrowly lost 

the Democratic primary to 
Yen Chou, who went on to 
lose the general election to 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing).

A spokesman for Jung 
said he is not seeking en-
dorsement from the Inde-
pendent Democratic Con-
ference, which has been 
rumored to be looking for 
a candidate to challenge 
Stavisky.

In 2012, Stavisky beat 
John Messer in the Demo-
cratic primary and Republi-
can J.D. Kim in the general 
election by a wide margin.

Jung
Continued from Page 9 

 Weprin told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
he was proud of the work 
he has done so far repre-
senting the entirety of the 
diverse district.

“I’ve been a leader in 
Albany on issues important 
to the South Asian commu-
nity, opening the first-ever 
district office on Atlantic 
Avenue in Richmond Hill. 
I’ve sponsored legislation to 
require schools to provide 

halal food for students, spo-
ken out against hate crimes 
and bias and I’ve worked to 
make sure that no one faces 
workplace discrimination 
for wearing religious ap-
parel, no matter what their 
faith,” he said. 

“But I never rest on 
past work, so I’m really 
honored by the support and 
recognition I’ve received 
from so many South Asian 
leaders and I look forward 
to continuing my work to 
serve this community as 
we all move forward.”

Attorney Sharon 

KhunKhun is the cofound-
er of SEVA NY, a nonprofit 
that has worked on initia-
tives such as increasing the 
South Asian response to the 
2010 census and advocating 
for the 2012 redistricting.

KhunKhun said lead-
ers are working to sign up 
voters and push for a high 
turnout at this year’s elec-
tion. There is no reason, she 
said, South Asians should 
not back one of their own.

“This really is about 
if a good South Asian can-
didate steps forward, why 
would we not?” she said.

Assembly
Continued from Page 9 

don’t like what I see around 
here.”

Perri, who works in 
an accounts payable and 
accounts receivable de-
partment at a Manhattan 
plumbing firm, said, “I am 
in this race to the finish as 
long as my chairman backs 
me.”

Crowley
Continued from Page 5 

nesses to adapt to changes 
in technology, the expo 
showed the value of meet-
ing potential business con-
tacts in person.

“We’ve convinced 
people there is still a need 
to see people face-to-face,” 
he said. “It’s nice to e-mail 

them and contact them 
through Facebook, but 
there is still a reason to do 
what we’re doing here.”

Pennisi said by the end 
of the day at the expo, many 
participants will have met 
new people, made new re-
lationships and potentially 
gotten new business.

“You can’t do all of that 
on social media,” he said.

Union
Continued from Page 9 

Expo
Continued from Page 5 



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 16–22, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
35

TL

Saturday, May 17 at 1 pm
High School Summer Workshops   July 7 - 25    July 28 - August 15  
Audio Recording, Filmmaking, Guitar, Musical Theatre, Vocal Ensembles  
 
College Summer Classes  June 2 – August 21
New & Transfer Students Welcome • Affordable Tuition    

Summer Graduate Classes  June 30 - August 21     
One, Two & Four Week Classes • New & Transfer Students Welcome     

15

Magazine Names

One of the Top 35 
   Music Business Programs 

     in the United States 
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a press release on its web-
site, the company entered 
into a contract in April 2013 
with American Airlines, 
Terminal 8 and John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port to clean the terminal, 
an American equipment 
building and Hangar 10.

Airway’s employees, 
who are part of the larg-
er movement of airport 
workers organizing with 
the SEIU 32BJ union for 
higher wages, are assigned 
to cleaning areas such as 
aircraft lavatories and ter-
minal restrooms. Employ-
ers are required to estab-
lish certain protocols and 
policies to ensure workers’ 
health and safety.

The majority of the 14 
citations from OSHA’s safe-
ty inspection of Terminal 
8 between November and 
March had to do with fail-
ure to provide protections 
to employees who use harsh 
cleaning chemicals or may 
come in contact with blood-
borne pathogens such as 
Hepatitis B and C and HIV.

Airway Cleaners al-

legedly did not develop a 
written job description for 
positions requiring protec-
tive equipment and did not 
have an exposure-control 
plan in place for workers 
coming into contact with 
potentially infectious ma-
terials.

The company alleged-
ly failed to establish medi-
cal records of employees 
exposed to pathogens while 
cleaning cabins and lava-
tories and terminal rest 
rooms, or ensure those who 
were exposed had access to 
Hepatitis B vaccinations.

One violation was for 
failing to properly dispose 
of needles.

“Contaminated sharps 
(i.e. diabetic syringes and 
needle sticks) found during 
the cleaning of aircraft cab-
ins and terminal rest rooms 
by cleaning staff were im-
properly placed inside of 
non-puncture resistant 
garbage bags for disposal, 
exposing employees to stick 
injuries,” the report read.

One Airway employee, 
who asked to not be identi-
fied, said conditions im-
proved while the inspectors 
were around, but since they 
left things have returned to 
the status quo.

ler’s office attempted to 
perform a routine audit of 
special education itinerant 
teachers funding.

The money is distrib-
uted to organizations that 
send educators to disabled 
children’s homes and other 
venues.

At a July 2012 audit 
meeting, the comptroller’s 
team said it learned the 
center’s executive direc-
tor, Kurman, had left with 
the nonprofit’s books and 
records.

The DA and comptrol-
ler later discovered about 
$12.472 million of $27 mil-
lion in city and state mon-
ey sent to the center was 
diverted for personal use 
between 2005 and 2012, 
Brown said.

About $3 million went 
to B’nos Bais Yaakov Acad-
emy in Far Rockaway, 
where Hiller, the center’s 
assistant director, works as 

a principal, the DA said.
Prosecutors alleged 

he spent about $8 million 
on hot lunches, kosher food 
service, carpeting, cars and 
staff salaries at religious 
schools and camps, includ-
ing Camp Ohra Day in Far 
Rockaway. The rabbi also 
allegedly spent $30,000 on 
a plumbing job at his home, 
prosecutors said.

Kurman is accused of 
using government funds to 
make loans to the commu-
nity, prosecutors said.

Hoffman, who was 
hired to fulfill a state 
mandate of employing an 
independent auditor, al-
legedly stole $300,000 from 
the center to redesign his 
residence and gave $15,000 
to his wife, the indictment 
said.

And Daniel Laniado, 
an investor in the center, 
is charged with cashing 
nearly $1 million in Island 
Development Center checks 
in the names of people or 
businesses without their 
consent, the DA said.

cleanup, we will propose a 
plan and we will share that 
plan with the public.”

Enck did not expect 
the plan to be drafted for 
a couple years. She said 
EPA would need to do 
more research before de-
ciding whether a car shop 
and other buildings on the 
contaminated land may re-
main standing.

Wolff-Alport processed 
sand from the Belgian 
Congo to remove and sell 
rare elements from 1920-
54. The company disposed 
of hazardous and radioac-
tive byproducts, including 
thorium, by dumping them 
in the sewer until the U.S. 
Atomic Energy Commis-
sion ordered it to stop in 
1947. Some of the thorium 
may have been buried on 
company land, the EPA 
said.

The agency had previ-
ously disclosed that Wolff-
Alport sold material to the 
government for the Man-
hattan Project, which ul-
timately produced atomic 
bombs during World War 
II.

Still, Enck said her 
team is diligently research-
ing which parties the gov-
ernment may hold account-
able for the environmental 
damage, such as businesses 

that bought a stake in Wolff-
Alport.

A deli, auto body shop, 
ice-making facility and 
other small businesses that 
have opened since Wolff-
Alport closed in 1954 were 
included in the 0.75-acre 
site. But a daycare 900 feet 
away and the nearby PS/IS 
384 were not.

Enck said the EPA de-
tected radioactive gas in a 
storage unit at PS/IS 384 
and used concrete to seal it. 
Further tests indicated the 
school was safe, but Enck 
said EPA would continue to 
monitor the campus.

A 2012 U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services report found radi-
ation levels in front of 11-29 
Irving Ave. were deemed at 
least 75 times higher than 
on the average city block 
and that workers at Los Pri-
mos Auto Body Shop may 
encounter radiation levels 
above federal guidelines, 
Enck said.

She noted that this 
could put employees at risk 
for lung, pancreas and bone 
cancer as well as liver dam-
age.

EPA has invested 
about $2 million to date in 

installing systems to miti-
gate health risks, such as 
placing concrete and steel 
beneath businesses and 
sidewalks.

Alberto Rodriguez, 
manager of Los Primos, 
previously said EPA spent 
about three months placing 
barriers beneath the car 
shop’s floor.

“Customers is staying 
out,” Rodriguez said. “The 
business is down — slow.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

For Information and Tickets
Please Visit

tickets.newyorkredbulls.com
or Call 1-877-727-6223

www.internationalsoccerpromoters.com
PRESENTED BY 

INTERNATIONAL SOCCER PROMOTERS

Continued from Page 1 

Superfund

Continued from Page 4 

Rabbi

Continued from Page 5 

OSHA

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency designated land once owned by the Wolff-Alport Chemical 
Co. a federal Superfund site.
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

If you happen to run into 
Gino Cafarelli around town, do 
yourself a favor and don’t ask him 
if he’s still trying to break into 
acting. 

“I am an actor,” Cafarelli 
said. 

His resumé, which lists TV 
appearances on “The Sopranos” 
and “Dexter,” along with movie 
gigs in the “The Bronx Tale” and 
“The Good Shepherd,” certainly 
backs up his claim. 

Cafarelli, 45, who grew up in 
Flushing and now lives in Long 
Island City, spent his high school 
years at Holy Cross, where he 
would poke around student pro-
ductions. He also regularly picked 
up Backstage magazine to peruse 
the job listings. 

After graduation, the acting 
roles started to trickle in, and Ca-
farelli continued to take acting 
classes, but he held onto his vari-
ous jobs — first selling mobile 
phones and then cars, 

“I was working for Saturn, 
but I didn’t want to be a car sales-
man,” Cafarelli said. “The acting 
bug was still there.” 

Eventually, he figured the 
only way to cure it was to stop 
treating acting as a hobby and go 
all in. 

So like a lot of starry-eyed 
New Yorkers, he packed his life 
into two suitcases and headed to 
Hollywood, where he hoped to be 
discovered. He shared a studio 
apartment with another guy, who 
was trying to break into the busi-
ness behind the camera, and slept 
on the couch for three months. 

“It’s like Denzel Washington 
said, ‘Do what you got to do so you 
can do what you want to do,’” Ca-
farelli said. 

What Cafarelli wants to do 
now is make a movie about grow-

ing up in Queens and cruising 
Francis Lewis Boulevard. 

Anybody who came of age in 
the 1980s remembers spending 
Friday nights on the local strip. 

In those dark days before 
Facebook and Twitter, and when 
mobile phones were the size of a 
loaf of bread and too expensive 
for most kids, piling your friends 
into a Buick Regal and riding 
around were how teens caught up 
with each other.

“People have lost touch con-
necting with others,” Cafarelli 
said. “If you wanted to find some-
body then, you would drive up 
to the boulevard. Basically, you 
would be interacting with people 
and by the end of the night you 
would have a pocketful of phone 
numbers.”

Francis Lewis Boulevard — 

or Franny Lew as the locals call it 
— was the cruising spot of choice 
in Queens. 

Often the drivers morphed 
into drag racers, especially after 
the street was repaved in 1985. 
Although drag races still crop up 
from time to time, a 1987 incident 
pretty much slammed the brakes 
on this past time. 

Jackson Heights resident 
Kenneth Miret, 20, was racing 
another car on Franny Lew when 
his ’87 Mustang hit an oil slick, 
spun out of control and smashed 
into a tree, killing him. 

Police later accused a resi-
dent of 25th Avenue of deliberat-
ing pouring oil on the roadway 
to stop the deafening and often 
dangerous races. Andrew Ro-
mano was charged with second-

RACING RETURNS TO 

’FRANNY LEW’

TimesLedger, May 16-22, 2014

Actor and Queens native Gino Cafarelli pushes to bring story of Francis Lewis Blvd. to the big screen

Continued on Page 42

Actor Gino Cafarelli recreated drag 
races on Francis Lewis Boulevard 
for a video to attract producers 
to his film project “Franny Lew.” 

Photos courtesy Gino Cafarelli
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #73 Hard #73

W
eek 48

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Sacred Sites Open House 
Weekend — New York 
Landmarks Conservancy’s 
fourth annual event allows 
visitors to explore the art 
and architecture at religious 
institutions across the city. 
When: Saturday, May 17, 11 am - 
3 pm; and Sunday, May 18, 10:30 
am - 2:30 pm
Where: Church of the 
Resurrection, 85-09 118th 
St., Kew Gardens; St. Joan 
of Arc Parish, 82-00 35th 
Ave., Jackson Heights; and 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Newtown, 54-05 Seabury St., 
Elmhurst
Contact: (212) 995-5260
Website: www.nylandmarks.org

LIC Springs! Block Party 
— The Long Island City 
Partnership plans its fi rst-
ever block party with free 

performances, art displays and 
family-friendly entertainment. 
This happens rain or shine in 
conjunction with the LIC Arts 
Open. 
When: Saturday, May 17, from 1 
pm- 6pm
Where: Vernon Boulevard 
between 46th and 50th avenues
Cost: Free
Website: www.licpartnership.
org

Manifest in the Garden 
— Welcome spring in the 
traditional German way with 
an evening of music, food and 
drink, art and friendship in a 
garden setting.
When: Saturday, May 17, at 5:30 
pm
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $30/all inclusive, $25/
members
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

World’s Fair Anniversary 
Festival — Celebrate the 75th 
and 50th anniversaries of the 
fairs held in Queens. Events 
include tours of fair sites, 
puppet shows, face painting, a 
concert and fi reworks. 
When: Sunday, May 18, from 1 
pm - 8:30 pm
Where: Unisphere in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

MUSIC

“To Bird & Dizzy With Love” 
— The Queens Jazz Orchestra 
pays musical homage to 
Charlie “Bird” Parker and Dizzy 
Gillespie. The evening begins 
with a 30-minute discussion 
with Jimmy Heath, music 
director/conductor of Queens 
Jazz Orchestra.
When: Friday, May 16, at 7:30 
pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $40/general, $32/
members, $20/students, 
$120/reserved table for two 
with wine and snacks, $100/
members reserved table
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

Continued on Page 42
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

It’s not often that “doctor’s 
orders” is a reason for a restau-
rant visit, but my physician’s 
endorsement of Il Triangolo in 
Corona was so enthusiastic that 
it was positively prescriptive.  Be-
sides, it’s medicine that couldn’t 
be easier to take.

Il Triangolo is named for the 
triangular piece of real estate it 
occupies at the intersection of 
Junction Boulevard and Corona 
Avenue in Corona.  The early 20th-
century building it inhabits was 
purchased and lovingly restored 
in the 1980s by Italian immigrant 
Angelo Gigliotti, the founder of Il 
Triangolo.  He turned it into an 
intimate and charming trattoria 
serving authentic, mostly south-
ern Italian fare paying homage to 
his Calabrian heritage.  The busi-
ness continues to be a family af-
fair, with son Mario Gigliotti run-
ning the front of the house while 
his wife, Pierina Gigliotti, works 
her magic in the kitchen.

The first challenge is to 

avoid stuffing yourself full of 
the seductive pana di casa made 
on the premises that arrives at 
your table.  For the full Italian 
experience, sip a little wine from 
their affordably priced wine list.  
They also make and serve their 
own wine which, regrettably, we 
missed.  It’s ready each year in 
September and sells out in early 
spring.

The well-conceived menu of 
southern Italian crowd pleasers 
is augmented by specials.  Bravo 
to an appetizer special, a tomato 
stuffed with cheesy truffle-scent-
ed risotto surrounded by thin slic-
es of radish and kohlrabi.  Not as 
much to the Calamari Oreganata 
Alla  Vegetarina, sautéed with 
white cannellini beans, shallots, 
roasted garlic, cherry tomatoes 
and fennel.  The flavors were del-
ish, but the tubular only part of 
the squid was just too rubbery.

Pasta offerings are divided 
into two categories, di casa (home-
made) and secca (dry).  Why any-
one would opt for dry when they 
could have Il Triangolo’s lovely, 

chewy home-made is beyond me, 
but there’s no accounting for 
taste.  We gobbled the signature 
pasta dish, Triangolini Ubriaco. 
It combines sautéed shallots, cute 
little chodini mushrooms, and 

Parmesana in a flamed Italian 
brandy stock.  Hence the name 
ubriaco, which means drunken 
in Italian.  Trianolini refers to 
the shape of the pasta, rather than 

Savor Italian fl avors at Corona family-run spot
Il Triangolo offers homemade pastas and wine that serve up the taste of Calabria to Queens

Vitello alla Grappa, veal sautéed with fermented grapes, is one of the signature 
dishes  at Il Triangolo. Photo by Suzanne Parker

IF YOU GO
Il Triangolo

96-01 Corona Ave., Corona
(718) 271-1250 

iltriangolonyc.com 

Price Range: Antipasti: $9—14; 
Pasta: $15—19; Entrees: $17—28

Cuisine: Italian, with a Calabrian 
infl ection

Setting: Small, classically appointed
Service: Attentive

Hours: Lunch and Dinner, Tuesday—
Sunday, Closed Mondays.

Reservations: Recommended on 
weekends

Alcohol: Wine & Beer
Parking: Small private lot, valet on 

weekends.
Dress: Casual to dressy

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: All

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

Continued on Page 42

The Home Of Euro-Soul Cuisine

Situated on the border of Queens and Long Island is New York’s Newest upscale dining and ultra lounge. Pa-Nash is quickly becoming the talk of 
the town. They offer a unique Eurosoul Menu which is a Mediterranean and Moroccan flare fused with Caribbean and Soul Food flavors.

Open for Dinner Tues. - Thurs 5pm - 10pm, Fri & Sat 5pm-12am. Lounge Open Weds - Sat. 9pm - 2am with entertainment each night.
Come see what everyone is talking about and you too will “Live Life With A Dash Of Pa-Nash!”

www.panashnyc.com

Upscale & Stylish Dining 
is Now in Southeast Queens

Sunday Brunch starting 
Sunday April 27, 2014

Upscale Dress Code 
Fully Enforced

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
144–14 243rd Street
Rosedale, NY 11422

Tel: 718–978–6094
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39 40 41
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47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54
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62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

Across
1. Best, Ferber and Millay
6. Nicholas or Peter
10. "Beyond the ___" (Bobby Darin hit)
13. ___ hint (clue in)
14. Concern for some sleepers
16. "Fuzzy Wuzzy ___ a bear"
17. Drone
19. Amazing sight?
20. Quiet as ___
21. Pretty sure thing
23. Witnesses
25. "Immediately" in the OR
26. Govt. health org.
29. Society's worst
32. "LOL!"
34. "The Cowardly Lion"
36. Junior of the NFL
37. Supports a scheme
39. Away from the bluster
40. Hush-hush W.W. II grp.
41. 50-and-over org.
42. Flag bearers
44. Dress ___ (resemble)
46. Neck in the woods
47. "...or ___ just me?"
48. Bit of dogma
50. President pro ___ (Senate bigwig)
51. Yorick's skull, e.g.
53. "Everything will ___" ("Don't worry")
55. High ——
58. Leaning letters
62. British runner Sebastian
63. Hives
65. Tennis ball's path
66. Midsize
67. "Drove my Chevy to the ___"
68. Hint for clues 117A, 63A, 10D, 
and 28D
69. Big name on 5th Avenue
70. Lip-curling look

GORGEOUS GEORGESCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 16-22, 2014

By Bill Deasy

Busy One

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

F R E S H D O T R A G E S
L U C I A R H O O V E R T
A S H E N A I M L E O N A
G E O R G E G O B E L R I B

R U M S T O O G E S
B I G A P P L E A N N E
A T E S T O P S S O B E R
S C O T Y I E L D S U R E
S H R U B N E A R S S I D

G N U S S W A T C H E S
S M E A R E D P U L
O A R G E O R G E B U R N S
I N A N E D O E B E A U T
L I F E R G A M L I N D A
S A T E S E M S E N T E R

Down
1. Scandinavian myth
2. Rhythm keeper
3. ___ contendre
4. Perfect
5. Acted bratty
6. Inventor's initials
7. Some resorts
8. "My Way" cosongwriter
9. Snorkeling areas
10. Honey
11. Certain bridge seat
12. Viper of the Nile
15. "The Queen of Soul," familiarly
18. They might cause pressure
22. Words for a black sheep
24. Show the door
26. Cherrystone
27. ___ Lama

28. Queen
30. Quebec's ___ Peninsula
31. Suffragist Anthony
33. Up ___ (stuck)
35. Put out to pasture
38. Canned product since 1937
43. Baby birds?
45. Check for the possibility that
49. Sums...
52. Jimmies
54. Carpenter who sang
55. Steamed
56. "___ partridge in..."
57. Mt. Rushmore state
59. Come clean?
60. "Ah-ha..."
61. Sonny's partner
62. City hail?
64. Carry-___ (airline suitcases)

DOUBLE THE FUN

“We Women Do It Better,” performed in Spanish by actress Soledad Lopez (with puppet) and in 
English by actress Kathy Tejada begins its run at the Thalia Spanish Theatre in Sunnyside May 
30. This grown-up comedy focuses on an attractive psychologist teaching a workshop on the 
battle of the sexes. For information and tickets, visit the theater’s website at www.thaliathe-
atre.org. Photos courtesy Michael Palma

PRODUCTIONS

“Allegro” — This Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical from 1947 
follows Joseph Taylor Jr., son 
of a small-town doctor, on his 
journey to adulthood. 
When: Through May 24, Friday 

at 8 pm, Saturday at 2 pm and 
8 pm
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/seniors 
and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750

Website: www.apacny.org

“Night Must Fall” — 
Douglaston Community 
Theatre Group presents the 
psychological thriller by Emlyn 
Williams, which tells the story 
of a bitter old woman, her niece 
and a handsome stranger. 
When: Through May 17
Where: Zion Episcopal Church 
Hall on Hall Street, Douglaston
Website: www.
spotlightonstage.com/dct.htm

Boogie Stomp! — Pianists Bob 
Baldori and Arthur Migliazza 
tell the story of boogie 
woogie, its origin, its ongoing 
development and how it relates 
to all of American music. 
When: Through May 31
Where: Chain Theatre,21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $45/general, $95/VIP 
includes post-performance 
reception
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.com

“Peter Pan” — Travel with the 
“Boy Who Wouldn’t Grow Up” 
to Neverland in the musical 
version of James M. Barrie’s 
play presented by The Andrean 
Players. 
When: Friday, May 16, and 
Saturday, May 17, at 8 pm; 

Sunday, May 18, at 4 pm
Where: St. Andrew Avelino 
Church, Northern Boulevard 
and 157th Street, Flushing
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com

“Moon Over Buffalo” — Ken 
Ludwig’s backstage comedy 
revolves around a not-so-
happily married couple 
performing “Cyrano de 
Bergerac” and “Private Lives” 
in repertory. 
When: Through May 24, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Building T4, 
Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400

Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“We Women Do It Better!/
Nosotras Hacemos Mejor!” 
— This one-woman comedy 
focuses on a sexy, funny 
and adult workshop about 
professional growth as taught 
by an attractive psychologist. 
Performed in English by Kathy 
Tejada and in Spanish by 
Soledad Lopez. 
When: May 30 to June 29, 
Friday at 8 pm and Saturday 
at 3 pm in English, Saturday 
at 8 pm and Sunday at 4 pm in 
Spanish.
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $27, $25/seniors and 
students
Contact:(718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org
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BY MERLE EXIT

More than 400 stu-
dents, including a group 
from Corona Arts and Sci-
ences Academy, recently 
got a behind-the-scenes look 
at a special Queens Theatre 
performance of MOMIX. 

Founded in 1981 by 
Moses Pendelton, MOMIX 
is described as a company 
of dancer-illusionists. 

Performances center 
on not just the dance but on 
lighting, including a black 
light highlighting parts of 
the performers’ costumes, 
and balancing moves, 
which create the illusion of 
there being a much larger 
group of dancers. 

“As the show got inter-
esting, the music seemed 
better and worked well 
with the dancers,” Yutong 
Wang, a Corona student, 
said. “The black lights were 
amazing, too. I can’t wait 
to bring my whole family 

here.” 
Last week’s show, 

“Botanica,” was a modern 
dance piece that focused on 
flowers, trees and plants. 

A post-show Q & A was 
included so these students 

could spend some time talk-
ing with the cast. 

“How do you do the 
show with only 10 people?” 
one student asked. “Quick 
changes and working with 
the team,” a cast member 

said.
Another student asked 

how long it took to put the 
show together after com-
menting that is was the 
best dance choreography 
and imaging they had seen. 

The dancers said it is a slow 
process and can take up to a 
year for the show to totally 
come together. 

Students at Corona 
Arts and Sciences are used 
to studying various aspects 

of the arts, but were excited 
to see a real-world exam-
ple. 

“I loved the special ef-
fects and was amazed by 
what they did,” Dylan Re-
strepo said.

Although the special 
effects were new to Jailen 
Poguay, she was able to re-
late to the show from her 
studies. 

“We have a Friday art 
program after school which 
made me feel connected 
with the performance,” she 
said.  

In addition to the stu-
dent Q & A, there were 
several post-show activi-
ties for the teachers such 
as “Walking in Rhythm” 
as a group activity and 
“Telling a Story Through 
Dance” as an individual 
challenge. 

For further informa-
tion on the dance company 
visit their website at www.
momix.com 

Dance show opens Corona students’ imagination
Queens Theatre production from MOMIX includes meet-and-greet and Q & A with performers

Corona Arts and Science Academy teacher Kate Federman (l. to r.), along with students Dylan Restrepo, Jailen Poguay and Yutong Wang 
attend a MOMIX performance at Queens Theatre. Photo by Merle Exit

On Tuesday, May 6, 
Off The Hook Raw Bar 
& Grill, a great addition 
to the Astoria seafood 
scene, marked their one-
year anniversary with 
a big bash that ran from 
4pm to 4am. Nothing was 
spared at this festive event 
which featured wine tast-

ings, complimentary hors 
d’oveures, drink specials, 
live music and a DJ. 

The owners, Bes and 
Glen, welcomed a steady 
stream of friends, neigh-
bors and new customers 
who fl ocked to the restau-
rant on 28th Avenue to join 
the celebration. 

The atmosphere was, 
as always, warm, friendly 
and welcoming with the 
usual attentive service. 
People enjoyed perfect 
weather in Off The Hook’s 
beautiful backyard which 
is a lovely oasis in the mid-
dle of Astoria. The yard, 
which is surrounded by a 

large ocean scene mural, 
offers customers quiet re-
laxation without the noisy 
hustle and bustle of street 
traffi c. 

The chefs served up 
some of their signature 
dishes such as grilled 
oysters with parmesan 
cheese, lobster roll, lobster 
mac and cheese as well as 
many other delicious clas-
sics from their New Eng-
land-style raw bar, which 
features a wide selection 
of oysters. 

Alongside the mouth-
watering food, customers 
enjoyed wines from New 
York State vineyards in-
cluding such favorites as 
Swedish Hill Viking White 
and Red.

Bes and Glen cele-
brated with friends, fam-
ily and customers into the 
early hours of the morn-
ing at their one-year an-
niversary event, which 
was quite fi ttingly, off the 
hook.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Off The Hook Celebrates One-Year Anniversary

28-08 34th St. 
Astoria, NY 11103 

(718) 721-2112
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degree manslaughter, but 
was acquitted on all counts 
at trial. 

Naturally Cafarelli’s 
“Franny Lew” includes 
an accident caused by an 
oil slick — set in 1987, how 
could it not? — but it is not 
the focus of the plot. 

“It’s ‘Fast and Furi-
ous’ meets ‘American Graf-
fiti’ meets ‘Entourage,’” 
Cafarelli said. “Every 
neighborhood has a story. 
Everyone remembers their 
first car and their first 
love.”

Cafarelli’s tale re-
volves around two close 
friends and a tragedy set 
against the backdrop of 
cruising along Franny 
Lew. 

And without giving 
too much away, Cafarelli’s 
admits his characters are 
not the guys who realize in 
the third reel that in order 
to grow as people they have 
to ditch their old homes and 
move on. 

“I want to tell stories of 
the guys who did not make 
it out of the neighborhood,” 
he said. “That’s not neces-
sarily a bad thing. That 
doesn’t make them bad.”

Cafarelli was not one 
of those guys. 

But his L.A. pit stop 
actually helped bring him 
back to Queens and to 
“Franny Lew.”

Cafarelli’s roommate 
convinced the actor to put 

a video reel of his acting on 
You Tube. Three months 
later, Cafarelli was driv-
ing home from a bartend-
ing job when he got a phone 
call from filmmaker Rob 
Siegel. 

The writer and direc-
tor of the Mickey Rourke 
film “The Wrestler” was 
working on a new project 
called “Big Fan,” about 
a die-hard fanatic of the 
New York Giants. Patton 
Oswalt, who played sad-
sack Spence in CBS’s “The 
King of Queens,” had been 
cast in the lead role. Siegel 
needed somebody to play 
his brother. 

“He said, ‘I saw your 
reel on You Tube. You look 
like Patton. Do you want 
the job?’” Cafarelli said. 

Although “Big Fan” 
was not a huge hit, it gave 
Cafarelli access to some 
real Hollywood players and 
started a friendship the ac-
tor hoped could help his pet 
project.

Last year Cafarelli 
posted a “Franny Lew” 
preview video on You Tube 
hoping to drum up financial 
support for the film. The 
clip garnered a lot of likes 
on the website and plenty of 
positive comments, but no 
producer emerged. 

Cafarelli showed the 
video to Siegel, who liked 
what he saw. 

“Over the last nine 
months we have been get-
ting together on this,” Ca-
farelli said. “He wrote the 

first draft of the script and 
it is fantastic. He has envi-
sioned what I wanted it to 
be.”

And while the project 
seemed to stall for a bit, it 
now appears to be shifting 
into high gear. 

With Siegel in the di-
rector’s seat, Cafarelli has 
moved into a producer role, 
which is fine with him. 

“My talents lie in con-
necting the dots,” Cafarelli 
said. “I brought the project 
to Rob. I’m very good at con-
necting the dots.”

Hollywood mega-
agency CAA, where Siegel’s 
agent works, is now assist-
ing with the project. An 
A-list production company 
has signed on, Cafarelli 
said. The script is complete, 
but a filming date will not 
be set until actors are cast 
and their scheduling is 
worked out. 

So it is quite possible 
that “Franny Lew” could 
be heading to a theater near 
you in 2015.

“It’s moving in the 
right direction,” Cafarelli 
said. “Little did I know that 
cruising on the boulevard, 
27 years later, would be a 
passion project.”

For more information 
on Gino Cafarelli, visit his 
website GinoCafarelli.com 
or follow him on Twitter @
ginocafarelli. For updates 
on “Franny Lew,” check out 
the film’s Facebook Page, 
Franny Lew Movie. 

the building.  The divinely 
decadent result is ample for 
sharing, and much too rich 
to eat alone.

The salmon entrée 
special was a party of sea-
food.  A well crisped hunk 
of salmon of prodigious 
proportions perched on a 
pair of hefty crab raviolis, 
which in turn rested on a 
bed of mussels and dainty 
fingerling potatoes, all 
sauced in the south’s char-
acteristic red.  This was a 
soul satisfying fish dish.

Vitello alla Grappa, 

another signature dish, fell 
short of the mark.  Scallopi-
ni are battered and sautéed  
with fermented grapes in a 
Grappa sauce.  The three 
generous veal scallops 
were uncommonly tender.  
Unfortunately, the sauce 
tasted a little floury, and of 
alcohol, as if the dish would 
have benefitted from just 
a few more minutes in the 
pan.   We were also only giv-
en a choice of pasta or salad 
as an accompaniment. The 
dish just screamed out for a 
green vegetable, and maybe 
a few of the petite potatoes 
that were nestled with the 
salmon.

Like just about every-

thing else on the menu, the 
desserts are house-made, 
and worth calories if you 
need to indulge your sweet 
tooth.

The Bottom Line
Almost everything 

that Il Triangolo serves is 
house-made, and tastes it.  
Their ingredients are au-
thentic and meticulously 
sourced. They even offer 
a selection of their own 
products like marina sauce 
and biscotti for sale.  Move 
over Rao’s.  If you want to 
eat like a paisano, head for 
Corona

‘FRANNY LEW’
Continued from Page 37

Iltrangolo
Continued from Page 39

Queens College Choral 
Society — The 73rd annual 
spring concert features the 
Queens College Choir, Queens 
College Women’s Choir and 
Queens College Orchestra 
performing Mendelssohn’s 
“Elijah.”
When: Saturday, May 17, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $20, $5/Queens College 
students with ID
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Oratorio Society of Queens 
— For its annual spring concert, 
the group performs Anton 
Bruckner’s “Mass in F minor” 
as well as highlights from the 
American choral experience. 
When: Sunday, May 18, at 4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center at 
QCC, 222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $30/general, $25/
seniors and students, $10/
children 12 and under

Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.
queensoratorio.org

Mets Concert Series — This 
year’s Mets concert series 
kicks off June 14 with a 
performance by 50 Cent. 
Concerts take place following 
that days game, and the show 
is included in the price of the 
game ticket.
When: Saturday, June 14 — 50 
Cent; Saturday, July. 12 — Huey 
Lewis and the News; and 
Saturday, Aug. 16 — Boyz II Men
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $17 — $163
Website: newyorkmets.mlb.com

FILM

Mizoguchi — Kenji Mizoguchi 
is considered one of the 
greatest fi lm directors of all 
time, but his movies are rarely 
screened. This is the fi rst New 
York retrospective of his work 
in almost 20 years. 
When: Through June 8
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $12/adults, $9/students 
and seniors, $6/children

Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us
 

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Richard Dupont: Object 
Ritual — Dupont works include 
experiments with digital 
scanning and 3D printings 
using his body as the subject. 
When: May 19 to Nov. 16
Where: Queens Museum at 
Bulova Corp. Center, 75-20 
Astoria Blvd., Jackson Heights
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

Noguchi’s Early Drawings: 
1927-1932 — An exhibition of 
the artist’s nudes made during 
the period he was developing 
his singular style. 
When: Through May 25, 
Wednesday to Friday 10 am to 
5 pm, Saturday and Sunday 11 
am to 6 pm
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island 
City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Arts
Continued from Page 38

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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The Annual Scott Joplin Memorial Concert and BBQ at  
St. Michael’s Cemetery will be held on May 24 at 2 p.m.

St. Michael’s is dedicated to the celebration of life. St. Michael’s continues to be an active participant in the lives of the  
citizens of New York as it has been since 1852. For further information contact Ed Horn, Director at (718) 278 3240.



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 16

-2
2,

 2
01

4  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

44

Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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An Astoria resident is 
close to producing an old-
style gin named for the bor-
ough and now he has won a 
competition that gives him 
the means to deliver it.

The Astoria Distilling 
Co.’s founder, Chris Muril-
lo, was one of three winners 
in the Queens StartUP! 
Business Plan Competition, 
and he will use the $10,000 
grant to distribute Queens 
Courage when it goes into 
production this summer.

The 35-year-old corpo-
rate securities attorney is 
waiting on final permits 
from the state and federal 
governments before he be-
gins the first production-
run of the Old Tom-style 
gin, which was popular in 
the 1800s, with plans to one 
day open a craft distillery.

“It will be the first in 
Queens,” Murillo said. “I’ve 
already tapped into my life 
savings, so the $10,000 will go 
towards buying a van so that 
we have the means to meet 
all the demand I’ve received 
from all over the city.”

Murillo says he got 

the idea in 2011 when two 
friends opened a craft 
brewery in Puerto Rico 
because too many of them 
were starting up around 
New York City.

“I thought there were 
too many in New York, but 
I noticed there aren’t many 
distilleries,” he said. “I 
started researching the laws 
and found this state is pretty 
friendly for small craft dis-

tilleries.”
As a lawyer more famil-

iar with IPOs, mergers and 
acquisitions, Murillo en-
rolled in courses at The En-
trepreneur Space, the four-
year-old business incubator 
run by the Queens Economic 
Development Corp.

The E-Space, at 36-47 
37th St. in Long Island City, 
has a 12-member profes-
sional staff that guides 150 

to 175 clients in starting 
their own businesses while 
using the facility’s indus-
trial-size kitchen and office 
space.

“I spent a year taking 
entrepreneur courses,” 
Murillo said. “It was a 
very intense experience. I 
learned a lot and I’ve been 
preparing my business plan 
through that course.”

The plan won the an-

nual competition run by the 
QEDC at itsTaste of Queens 
showcase last week.

When he secures the 
last of the permits, Murillo 
will make his first batch of 
Queens Courage in a distill-
ery upstate in Rochester.

“Then we’ll start look-
ing for a place in Astoria or 
Long Island City or Wood-
side for the distillery,” 
Murillo said, adding that 

finding a space with the 
proper zoning is proving 
difficult.

“When zoning was 
done in the ’60s, there was 
no such thing as craft dis-
tilling,” he said. “My legal 
training has been invalu-
able because it’s so highly 
regulated.”

He thinks Queensis 
the perfect growth market 
for his gin because it can be 
easily tailored for different 
ethnic groups.

“We can expand the 
brand and make Ouzo for 
the Greek community, Li-
moncello for the Italians. 
This borough has so many 
cultures, each with its 
unique distilling history,” 
Murillo said.

Born in Costa Rica 
and raised in California, 
Murillo discovered Astoria 
when he attended New York 
University Law School five 
years ago and eventually 
moved there with his wife.

“It’s great when you 
move to a place and it 
feels like home,” he said. 
“Queens is the next big 
thing and we wanted to be 
a part of it.”

Craft distillery in the works for borough
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TL Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle



TL

47

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Bayside softball Coach 

Steve Piorkowski believes 
his lineup is deep enough 
that he could invert it and 
have similar success at the 
plate.

Watching the Com-
modores hit against rival 
Francis Lewis certainly 
bolstered his case. Cyn-
thia Ponce, Taylor Moy and 
Courtney Hafkin, Bayside’s 
six, seven and eight hitters, 
went a combined 5 of 10 with 
four RBIs and scoring two 
runs in a 7–1 victory over 
the host Patriots during 
both teams’ regular season 
finales last Friday.

“It helped out a lot,” 
pitcher and cleanup hit-
ter Hedi Gomez said of the 
lower half of the order’s 
batting success. “Top of 
the lineup was a little weak 
today, but the bottom of the 
lineup helped out.”

Bayside scored four 
times in the bottom of the 
first inning, in which Tara 
Bernstein first got on base 
by getting hit by a pitch. 
Twin sisters Emily and 
Hedi Gomez each drove in 
runs and Moy delivered a 
two-run, two-out single to 
quickly make it 4-0.

Moy, who also had an 
excellent defensive game, 
thought the fast start was 
important especially after 
the Commodores beat Lew-
is by a score of 2-0 in the 
teams’ first meeting.

“As long as we get out 
early and get an early lead 
on them and keep them 
down, anything helps,” she 
said.

Hafkin helped the 
Commodores (15-1) to add 
to their lead with a two-RBI 

double with two outs that 
scored Hedi Gomez and 
Ponce in the third inning 
to make it 
6-0. An errant 
throw to third 
brought home 
Victoria Perez 
to provide the 
final margin.

Hedi Gomez took care 
of the rest from the mound. 
She allowed just two hits, 

five total base runners and 
struck out nine for the com-
plete game win.

Piorkowski 
said she has de-
veloped into a 
dominant pitcher 
after giving up 
seven runs in the 

first two innings against 
Construction in late March. 
The number of walks and 
runs she has allowed has 

gone down since Gomez 
has become more poised. 
She doesn’t let one mistake 
bother her and lead to an-
other.

“Because she is so 
much looser, she is putting 
the ball where she wants, 
hitters are having a tough 
time and she’s loose and 
she’s calm,” Piorkowski 
said.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
A year of transition is 

entering its final stage at 
the right time for the Ben-
jamin Cardozo boys’ vol-
leyball team.

The Judges started 
the season with none of its 
players returning to the 
same roles they had on the 
squad, which lost to Acad-
emy of American Studies 
in last year’s PSAL Class A 
title game.

Despite plenty of grow-
ing pains along the way, 
Cardozo believes it is peak-
ing with the playoffs on the 
horizon and the quest for 
another title revving up.

“In the beginning it 
was hard,” first-year setter 
Rong Lin said. “We weren’t 
used to playing different 
positions. Now it’s come 
altogether.”

Cardozo (10-0) finished 
the regular season unde-
feated in Queens A1 East 
with a 25-11, 25-17 victory 
over Martin Van Buren 
May 8. It has twice played 
Hunter, the playoff’s top 
seed, and forced a third set 
in the non-league match-
ups. Cardozo is ranked as 
the fifth seed.

Holding it all together 
from the start has been se-
nior Isaac Hwang. He has 
moved into the role of the 
team’s top outside hitter 
with the graduation of Ty-
ler Gaugler. It’s an oppor-
tunity he has been waiting 
for his whole career and 
has flourished in the role. 
Hwang, leads the team in 
kills with 90 and each time 
he hits the ball it produces 
a boom that resonates 
throughout the gym.

“He takes control 
of the game, back row, 
front row. Cardozo Coach 
Danny Scarola said. “He’s 
the guy. He doesn’t look 
very strong, but he’s very 
strong. He gets a good 
torque on his body.”

A lot of that success 
has come because Hwang 
has matured as a person. 
He let mistakes take him 
out of games mentally in 
the past, but has since 
learned to work through it, 
thanks to guidance from 
Gaugler. Now he is the guy 
calming his teammates 
down when things aren’t 
going right.

“Now it’s my turn to 
help all the younger kids 

Sports

Continued on Page 49
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Cardozo’s Rong Lin (c.) is surrounded by his teammates as they 
celebrate their win. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Bayside ace Heidi Gomez prepares to deliver a pitch to the plate. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Commodores beat Patriots 
Bottom of Bayside’s lineup leads team to victory over rival Lewis 
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As Steve Piorkowski’s 
cancer battle continues, his 
team is fighting for him on 
the softball diamond.

The Bayside coach’s 
long, golden-brown hair is 
now all gone. A New York 
Mets cap covered his bald 
head as he led his team to 
a 7–1 victory over rival and 
host Francis Lewis last Fri-
day.

The 53-year-old Pi-
orkowski was diagnosed 

with multiple myeloma 
two years ago and is still 
undergoing different che-
motherapy treatments to 
try to keep it in remission. 
None has been able to stick 
for a long period of time. 
His body adapts to each 
treatment, but he has never 
been in any serious danger 
throughout the ongoing 
process.

“I head toward remis-
sion and then I relapse,” he 
said. “We change the chemo 
treatment around and the 
same things happen.”

Piorkowski says he 
feels good and is doing all 
right. His spirits always re-
main high. He has contin-
ued to coach despite all that 
is going on in his personal 

life, and Bayside is having 
its best season in recent 
years, thanks to a strong 

group of four-year starters.
The players are in-

spired by Piorkowski’s 

courage through this en-
tire process. He continues 
to expect a high-level of 
play from his team and they 
want the best ending possi-
ble for their journey togeth-
er — to win Piorkowski his 
first PSAL Class A title in 
his 22nd year on the bench.

“This season is dedi-
cated to him,” senior pitch-
er Hedi Gomez said.

The Commodores, who 
should be a Top 3 seed, will 
be one of the favorites when 
the playoffs begin this 
week. They finished the 
league season 15-1, tied for 
first place with Construc-
tion in the Queens A divi-
sion.

Bayside earned a 13-1 
run-rule win over defend-

ing city champion Con-
struction April 28. Bayside 
wants to be the one hoisting 
the trophy this season for 
its coach.

“Even with all he’s 
gone through in his life, 
he’s still had the same hard 
mentality of pushing us 
to the best of our ability,” 
senior catcher Taylor Moy 
said. “Hopefully, we win 
the championship.”

Piorkowski had a 
long fight just to get back 
to coaching after his ini-
tial diagnosis. In January 
2012, he found out he had 
multiple myeloma, a cancer 
that attacked the bone mar-
row of his C6 vertebra. He 
was bound to a wheelchair 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Call it the most re-

warding weekend of Jayson 
Bromely’s life.

The former Flushing 
defensive end was chosen 
by the New York Giants 
74th overall in the third 
round of the NFL draft last 
Friday night.

And Bromley’s NFL 
dream became a reality 
just a day before he was set 
to graduate from Syracuse. 
The 6-foot-4, 285-pound Bro-
mley from Jamaica didn’t 
think he would be picked 
that early. He said his agent 
told him he had a chance to 
be selected in the fourth, 
fifth or sixth rounds and 
he was in the grocery store 
with his girlfriend to rent a 
movie from a Redbox when 
he got the call from Big 
Blue.

“Honestly, I didn’t 
think I was going to go to-
day,” Bromley said on a 
conference call shortly af-
ter being taken. “I didn’t 
expect a call at all tonight.”

The timing of the se-
lection also took Flushing 
Coach Jim DeSantis by 

surprise. He said he had 
a draft party planned for 
Saturday, but the festivities 
were called off. “The Giants 
ruined my draft party,” he 
joked.

But Big Blue certainly 
made his and Bromley’s 
day.

Bromley came a long 

way from his days with the 
Red Devils. He didn’t start 
playing football until high 
school and was without 
even the hint of a college 
scholarship in June 2010, 
when he entered the annu-
al Empire Challenge senior 
all-star game that benefits 
the Boomer Esiason Foun-

dation.
He dominated the 

game to earn most valuable 
player honors and Syracuse 
quickly offered him a schol-
arship. Four years later, 
Bromley received the call 
to tell him he is a Giant.

“When I talked to 
Coach [Tom] Coughlin, it 

was surreal,” he said. “Oh, 
the home team, my favorite 
team, this is crazy. Big Blue 
and then I get picked by 
them. It’s amazing.”

Added DeSantis, “He’s 
getting everything he de-
serves.”

The Giants will likely 
also benefit by selecting a 
player who probably still 
has his best football in 
front of him. He had a pro-
ductive senior season for 
the Orange. Bromley post-
ed 10 sacks, 14.5 tackles and 
was an All-ACC third team 
selection as the team’s cap-
tain.

Bromley’s work ethic 
and character impressed 
the Giants enough to pick 
him higher than he had 
been projected to go.

“He had 10 sacks,” gen-
eral manager Jerry Reese 
said. “When you play at a 
high level of competition, 
he had 10 sacks, he can run, 
he has long arms, plays 
hard. I think our coaching 
staff is going to really like 
this kid.”

DeSantis is excited 
about the opportunity to 
watch Bromley play on 

television each week, some-
thing that would have been 
harder to do if his former 
player landed outside New 
York City.

DeSantis said the Gi-
ants are getting a high-
character player who is 
going to work hard. There 
is plenty of upside to Bro-
mley, the Flushing coach 
believes.

“He really wants to get 
better,” DeSantis said. “I 
think he is the diamond in 
the rough.”

Bromley couldn’t hold 
back his excitement about 
joining the team and cham-
pionship organization he 
grew up watching and one 
known for defensive stars 
like Michael Strahan and 
Osi Umenyiora. He thinks 
he will fit right in with the 
Giants.

“When they beat the 
Patriots in the Super Bowl, 
the sacks they get and the 
pressure, it’s so exciting 
because I love to sack the 
quarterback,” Bromley 
said. “And, like, that’s what 
they do.”
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Block Shots

Bayside team dedicates season to coach fi ghting cancer

Former Flushing star drafted by Giants
Syracuse defensive end Jayson Bromley surprised when picked by Big Blue in the third round 

Syracuse’s Jayson Bromley (front r.) has been drafted by the New York Giants. 
Photo by Charles Wainwright/Syracuse University Athletics

Bayside Coach Steve Piorkowski sits in the dugout as his team 
comes up to bat. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Continued on Page 49
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before reconstructive neck 
surgery in April. Piorkows-
ki returned to teaching and 
coaching at Bayside in Sep-
tember 2013.

And the journey con-
tinues. His brother is a 100 

percent match as a stem 
cell donor. Piorkowski will 
likely undergo a transplant 
procedure this summer in 
hopes of putting his can-
cer into remission for a 
substantial about of time, 
which he said the treat-
ment has been successful 
in doing for others.

Until then, he plans on 
enjoying every last minute 

of what could be a special 
season. Piorkowski calls 
this team as good as any he 
has ever coached, but they 
have their eyes on being 
called the best.

“They want it,” Pi-
orkowski said. “They are 
practicing hard. They want 
to beat the other team.”

They want all of it for 
him.

who get their heads down 
after losing a point or so,” 
Hwang said.

Having a hitter of his 
caliber has helped the de-
velopment of Rong in his 
first year at setter after 
moving from the libero de-
fensive position. Scarola 
said he always envisioned 
him in the role as a senior 
after Youngsoo Shin gradu-

ated because Rong has ex-
cellent hands.

Rong is just one of 
the players who have been 
shuffled around or learn-
ing a new spot. James Park 
went to opposite hitter from 
the back row. Soo Hwan 
Kim took Park’s old spot 
and Jung Houn Kim went 
from back-up libero to the 
starter role. Senior Philip 
Woo, an outside hitter, is 
playing his first season of 
volleyball and George Pap-
pas, who was ineligible last 
year, is at outside hitter.

All of these new pieces 
required players to take 
time to learn their posi-
tions and how to play to-
gether. Scarola has seen 
that happen recently and is 
happy with where his team 
is entering the post-season.

“We have been picking 
it up at the end of the sea-
son, which is good.” Sca-
rola said. “We are getting 
real consistent on defense. 
We pick up a lot of balls. It’s 
rounding into a nice team 
right at the right time.”

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
St. John’s was two outs 

away from winning Game 2 
of its series with Creighton 
and ending the weekend in 
first place in the Big East.

All of that promise 
evaporated quickly when 
Jake Peter drilled a three-
run homer in the ninth in-
ning off Red Storm closer 
Joe Kuzia to lead the Blue 
Jays to a 13-11 victory in 
completion of a suspended 
game Sunday at Jack Kai-
ser Stadium.

The Johnnies’ pitch-
ing struggles continued 
in their 15-5 defeat in the 
rubber game of the series 
played immediately after 
Game 2.

“We didn’t pitch well, 
bottom line,” Red Storm 
Coach Ed Blankmeyer 
said. “We had a big lead in 
the second game, a four-
run lead, and we gave it 
right back to them. I think 
that lasted into Game 2 of 
the day. Our pitching just 
didn’t pitch well.”

The lefties in the Blue 
Jays’ lineup hurt St. John’s. 
Peter did it in Game 2 of the 

series and centerfielder 
Mike Gerber dominated 
the Red Storm in the rub-
ber game. He went 3 for 5 
with two home runs and 
drove in six runs, includ-
ing an RBI double in the 
Blue Jays’ seven-run eighth 
inning.

“The other thing about 
that [Creighton] program 
over there we don’t have a 
remedy for right now is they 
have a lot of left-handed 
batters,” Blankmeyer said. 
“It puts a lot of pressure on 
right-handed pitching, and 
if you don’t have good left-
handers to mix them up a 
little, it’s tough.”

St. John’s, which left 14 
men on base, had opportu-
nities but couldn’t cash in 
on them. With Creighton 
up 8-5 in the bottom of the 
seventh and runners on 
first and third, Alex Caur-
so popped up to end the in-
ning.

Red Storm left fielder 
Zach Lauricella, who was 
7-for-10 with four RBIs in 
the final two games of the 
set, sees the rough end of 
the series as a learning ex-
perience for the team.

“We came out a little 
flat and they jumped on 
us right away,” Lauricel-
la said. “We lost a heart 
breaker in that second 
game. So they used that 
momentum against us, and 
they jumped on us quick, 
but it is a learning experi-
ence for us. We are going 
to learn from it and take it 
into next weekend.”

St. John’s sits at sec-
ond place in the Big East, 
one game out of first. It 
meets the third-place Seton 
Hall Pirates next weekend 
in South Orange. Blank-
meyer sees the final series 
of the season as a challenge 
for his squad.

“I think Seton Hall is 
better than these guys,” 
Blankmeyer said. “I think 
Seton Hall pitches better 
than these guys. At their 
ballpark they are very 
tough to score on because 
the park plays very big 
and they are athletic out 
there. They have a pretty 
good balance in the lineup, 
they are swinging the bats 
pretty good, so we have our 
hands full.”
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She got some defensive 
assistance in the second in-
ning when Selena Lallave 
was thrown out at home 
by Berstein trying to score 
from second on a single by 
Jessica Kovach to center-

field. The Patriots’ (9-7) lone 
run came in the bottom of 
the sixth when Christina 
Huerta crossed the plate af-
ter a high throw to second 
got past the centerfielder.

Bayside, which should 
be a Top 3 seed, heads into 
the post-season looking to 
compete for a city title with 
seven seniors who have 
been on the team since 

their freshman year.
A late season victory 

over defending champion 
Construction solidified the 
Commodores’ confidence 
that they can bring home 
a crown to conclude their 
careers.

“This is what we have 
been working for since the 
beginning,” Moy said.

Continued from Page 47 
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Cardozo
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Poor pitching keeps St. John’s out of fi rst place

Continued from Page 48 

Piorkowski

St. John’s shortstop Bret Dennis throws the ball to first during the game with Creighton. 
Photo by Robert Cole
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elected officials have called 
on Galante to take a leave of 
absence in the wake of reve-
lations about his salary, in-
cluding Borough President 
Melinda Katz.

“Once again the 
Queens Borough Public 
Library board has raised 
questions about the execu-
tion of their fiduciary re-
sponsibility,” Katz said in a 
joint statement with String-
er. “By failing to pass this 

resolution, this board has 
put itself firmly on the 
wrong side of any resident 
of Queens who wishes to 
see their library run prop-
erly. This institution con-
tinues to move further and 
further away from account-
ability at the exact moment 
it should be embracing 
transparency.”

Galante sent a letter 
to the city Independent 
Budget Office last Friday, 
requesting that it conduct 
an independent analysis of 
Queens Library’s capital 
projects.

“As you know, Queens 

Library has been the sub-
ject of negative media re-
ports about its capital proj-
ects,” he said in a message 
to the board and staff. “The 
media have printed a great 
deal of incorrect and/or in-
complete information. It is 
important that the full, cor-
rect facts be known.”

The comptroller’s of-
fice declined to comment 
on Galante’s letter to the 
IBO.

The IBO said it has not 
yet determined whether it 
will conduct the requested 
analysis.

contract, saying the move 
would triple the city’s fore-
casted budget gap by fiscal 
year 2018.

The analysis did not 
temper many elected of-
ficials’ enthusiasm for the 
budget.

 Council Majority 
Leader Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said there 
has never been a UFT  con-
tract during his tenure on 
the Council. Borough Pres-
ident Melinda Katz said the 
comptroller’s intervention 
shows the checks and bal-
ances of city government 
function.

Van Bramer singled 
out $20 million allocated for 
arts education in schools as 
a “significant investment.”

The Queens library 
system’s $83,371,862 ex-
pense budget remains on 
par with its prior year’s 
funding, Katz said.

The executive capital 
budget currently sets aside 
$875,600 for projects in bor-
ough libraries, compared 
to $11,944,401 written into 
the executive budget last 
year. But the libraries’ 
capital allocations grew to 
$41,096,401 before the bud-

get was adopted, indicat-
ing the borough president 
and Council members have 
successfully altered allot-
ments.

Individual lawmakers 
and the borough president 
often direct discretionary 
capital funds toward li-
brary work as well.

Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said he, his colleagues and 
Katz would work to ensure 
the library doesn’t get less 
capital funding because of 
concerns about its presi-
dent’s compensation, sec-
ond job and oversight of 
capital projects.

“You can’t throw the 
baby out with the bath wa-
ter in this situation,” he 
said. “We can’t go back on 
that social contract.”

Queens Delegation 
Chairman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) said 
he expected a non-conten-
tious negotiation season, 
noting the borough’s law-
makers seemed to have 
most priorities addressed. 
Adequately and more equi-
tably funding the district 
attorneys’ offices remained 
a discussion, he said.

Industrial Business 
Zones are facing a nearly 
halved budget of $578,203 
for organizations charged 

with administering the 
program, according to Jean 
Tanler, coordinator with 
the Maspeth Industrial 
Business Association. The 
cuts could be particularly 
harsh for the Ridgewood 
IBZ, which was created last 
year.

“The IBZs are home 
to hundreds of thousands 
of stable, quality jobs,” 
Tanler wrote in an e-mail. 
“Nurturing the growth of 
high-quality industrial and 
manufacturing jobs in New 
York City is key to achiev-
ing the mayor’s goal of clos-
ing the gap.”

Similarly, Katz said 
she would be pushing for 
funding to extend the Rock-
away ferry beyond its cur-
rent October deadline, eye-
balling a total of $5 million 
to $8 million per year.

Perhaps the biggest 
battle will be over mem-
ber items, or discretionary 
funding primarily directed 
to neighborhood nonprofits 
and community organiza-
tions.

Every Council mem-
ber interviewed said access 
to these funds was critical. 
But De Blasio said during 
a budget briefing that he 
sought to curtail the prac-
tice and considered this a 
“respectful disagreement.”

the project would require a 
zoning variance, ordinance 
change or special permit. 
He said Jasper would begin 
examining that once the 
bidder was out of the pic-

ture.
The community and 

City Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
have said they would like 
to see the lot developed into 
homes for seniors.

Michael Cohen, legisla-
tive director for Koslowitz, 
said she had reached out to 
both Jasper Venture Realty 
and 70-35 113th St., but had 

not heard from either party 
about their plans.

“Without actually hav-
ing seen a plan, there is re-
ally no comment,” Cohen 
said. “She wants to discuss 
with whoever owns the 
property their thoughts on 
what they plan to do and 
how perhaps the develop-
ers’ interest and communi-
ties’ interest can merge.”

ship of new Principal Sam 
Sochet, the school is poised 
for a turnaround, Wilson 
said, and part of the celebra-
tion day’s schedule includes 
an open house promoting a 
handful of new programs.

Beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday, alumni and cur-
rent Fordham University 
basketball Coach Tom Pec-
ora will lead a clinic for 
sixth-graders considering 
which high schools they 
would like to apply to, and 
later in the evening distin-

guished alumni will be in-
ducted into the MVB Hall 
of Fame.

The list of honorees 
includes inventor and fu-
turist Ray Kurzweil, me-
dia personality Donny 
Deutsch, the 1958 champi-
onship baseball team and 
two Nobel Laureates: pro-
fessor Alvin Roth, who the 
2012 prize in economic sci-
ences, and Frank Wilczek, 
who won the physics prize 
in 2004.

There were many peo-
ple who do not have a Wiki-
pedia page but make up the 
fabric of Van Buren.

Alice Gold retired 
from the school in 1990 af-

ter teaching English for 25 
years.

“I loved teaching. I 
loved being in the class-
room and I loved working 
on the shows,” said Gold, 
who produced and directed 
the drama club’s perfor-
mances. “Just being in the 
classroom was wonderful.”

Gold has gone on in 
retirement to have her own 
acting career.

“I’m a working ac-
tress,” the 85-year-old said. 
“I’m really enjoying that.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

their votes for majority 
leader in 2008, a process he 
again called putting them 
‘on the payroll,’” U.S. Attor-
ney Preet Bharara wrote in 
a memo asking to have the 
background information 
submitted at Smith’s cor-
ruption trial set to begin 
next month.

“In particular, he said 
that he contributed $1,000 
per week to the campaigns 
of approximately 10 mem-
bers of the state Senate dur-
ing the last week of their 
elections,” the Manhattan 
prosecutor said. “In return, 
he gained their votes for 
majority leader.”

The cooperating wit-
ness has been identified 
by several news outlets as 
real estate investor Moses 
Stern. 

Smith ran unopposed 
for re-election in 2008, a 
year when many politicians 
were spending big bucks as 
Democrats mounted a cam-
paign to take back the Sen-
ate.

The court papers do 
not name which politicians 
he made contributions to, 

but state Campaign Fi-
nance records show that 
between Oct. 1 and Nov. 
4 he doled out $65,600 to a 
dozen candidates.

Then-Sen. Craig John-
son (D-Mineola) and Suzi 
Oppenheimer, who was 
elected to represent Ma-
maroneck, received $9,500 
each.

Sen. Joe Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) was one of 
six politicians to receive 
$6,000.

Addabbo said there 
was no quid pro quo going 
on.

“Never once did any-
one, including Malcolm 
Smith, say, ‘If I give you 
this, I need this,’” he said. 

“It was that kind of year. 
People were just raising a 
lot of money because a lot 
was at stake.”

Addabbo pointed out 
Smith was already minor-
ity leader in 2008, and the 
vote to elect him leader 
when Democrats became 
the majority was unani-
mous.

“If he was the minor-
ity leader, you assume that 
if and when we became the 
majority, he would become 
the leader,” he said.

Following the 2008 
election, Democrats took 
control of the state Legisla-
ture’s upper chamber and 
elected Smith the majority 
leader the next year.

Later in 2009, however, 
a pair of Democratic sena-
tors split from the caucus 
and Smith was voted out of 
power.

According to the fed-
eral prosecutor, Smith told 
the informant at a meet-
ing last summer that he 
planned to use the same 
process again to become a 
leader in the Senate.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.
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State Sen. Malcolm Smith (r.) 
bragged about paying his col-
leagues to elect him majori-
ty leader in 2008, prosecutors 
claim.

in liens on the properties 
could help facilitate a sale.

Shishkin said Stabi-
lis had not seen  any offers 
from a nonprofit, but would 
be open to receiving and 
responding to legitimate of-
fers. He would not disclose 
what price range would be 

considered.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Ridgewood
Continued from Page 11 













 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 16

–2
2,

 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

56

TL

LATE PAGE

TL

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$34900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$48900$63900

COUPON

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$13900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS OR
HOPPERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

ON SALE
$18900

REG.
$39900

COUPON

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors 
& Sizes available

37500Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON
GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7 '

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

CUSTOM-SIZED!

CUSTOM-PAINTED
STEEL DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:
REG. $149900
• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
   Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt
• Full line of Fiberglass 
   Doors also available

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO
SALES

TAX

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

SALE PRICES VALID MAY 1st -MAY 31st, 2014

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or

ROOFING SIDING
Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

FREE
in Home

Estimates

GOT LEAKS? • WATER DAMAGE? • DRAFTS?
Free Energy Audit and Leak Detection Available


