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As the state Democratic 
Party leadership convened in 
Suffolk County for its convention 
this week, former city Comptrol-
ler John Liu was on the cusp of 
announcing his candidacy to run 
against state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), according to party 
officials.

The Queens Democratic 
Party officially nominated Liu as 
its candidate Monday morning at 
a county committee designation 
meeting, which the former may-
oral candidate did not attend.

Liu remained mum on 
whether he will formally accept 
the nomination, but party offi-
cials said he was expected to an-

Ex-comptroller
urged to run

by boro Dems
BY KELSEY DURHAM

Police arrested two women 
earlier this week in connection 
with a series of thefts in which 
a child was used to help the sus-
pects steal from three Bayside 
stores, including two on the same 
day, the NYPD said.

Police  alleged Brooklyn 
resident Tisha Strong, 41, and 
Shannie Eastman, 39, of South 
Jamaica, were responsible for 
two separate thefts from Worthy 
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THE ART OF CALCULATIONS

Alistair Wright from Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy in Bayside weighs his next move during a chess tournament 
at PS 98 in Doulgaston. See more photos on Page 52. Photo by Christina Santucci

Cops arrest two 
in Bayside thefts 
involving child

Liu poised to face Avella for Senate

the happy tails adoption event 
What can bring a lifetime of love?

Fresh Meadows Unleashed by Petco

Go to unleashedbypetco.com/happytails for more details!

Your neighborhood Unleashed by Petco urges you to 
Think Adoption First®, which encourages people to 
consider adopting a pet rather than purchasing one. 

Come to your Unleashed by Petco store for:

s�t� stay� connect�

Two women, depicted on surveillance 
video, were arrested in connection 
with a string of thefts from Bayside 
stores featuring a child, police said. 

Courtesy NYPD

Sewage runoff pollutes 
Flushing Bay for rowers
Page 2
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) is one 
of three representatives in 
Queens asking the city to 
consider expanding ferry 
service to two locations in 
the northeast part of the 
borough.

Vallone wrote a joint 
letter with his Council col-
leagues Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst) and 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) ad-
dressed to Hannah Henn, 
director of ferry service 
for the city, asking the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. to conduct a pilot pro-
gram that would test out 
the long-term viability of 
offering permanent ferry 
service from Manhattan to 
Citi Field in Flushing and 
to Fort Totten in Bayside.

The letter cites a vari-
ety of factors the Council 
members say support the 
idea of instituting a new 
route from Manhattan to 
both locations.

“We believe a combi-
nation of factors will lead 
to an overwhelming suc-
cess of the proposed sites: 
the demand from local 
communities, economic vi-

ability, lack of transporta-
tion alternatives provided 
to northeast Queens and 
the availability of exist-
ing docks at the proposed 
sites,” the letter said.

The letter, officially 
sent from Vallone’s office, 
refers to a 2013 Citywide 
Ferry Study completed by 
the EDC, which mentioned 
Citi Field as a potential stop 
along a ferry route because 
of its vicinity to Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
the World’s Fair Marina.

The letter also states 
that ferry service to Citi 
Field and Fort Totten 
would help alleviate some 
of the overcrowding on the 
No. 7 train, the only line to 
run from Manhattan to the 
northeastern part of the 
borough.

Under the plan pro-
posed by the Council mem-
bers, ferry service would be 
offered from the East River 
to the two sites in Queens 
separately, but no service 
was requested between Citi 
Field and Fort Totten.

The letter was sent 
from Vallone’s office May 
20 and the Council mem-
bers said they would await 
a response from the city.

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2014 Queens Publishing Corp. 

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4521 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  Advertising: (718) 224-5821 —   Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 Editorial (718) 224-2934
 E-MAIL:   Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4521   

BY KELSEY DURHAM

After receiving doz-
ens of complaints from 
residents and civic associa-
tions, the E. Gluck Corp. an-
nounced this week it would 
be making changes to a 
36-foot-tall gray wall the 
company put up last month 
at the site of its new ware-
house in Little Neck.

The wall was erected 
in April by the site’s devel-
oper, Steel Tribune LLC, af-
ter construction began on 
the property, at 60-15 Little 
Neck Parkway  as the watch-
making company prepared 
to relocate from Long Is-
land City to the warehouse 
in northeast Queens that 
was formerly occupied by 
the Leviton manufacturing 
company.

After several weeks 
of pressure from state and 
local representatives, E. 
Gluck has agreed to lower 
the wall, which faces 262nd 
Street, by 14 feet and will 
also add nearly 100 trees 
and plants to soften the 
look of the warehouse’s ex-
terior.

“The removal of 14 
feet from the wall should 
allow more light to come 
through, reduce the shad-
ow and mitigate the nega-
tive impact that the struc-
ture would have had on the 
neighbors,” said City Coun-
cilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens). “I want 
to see the property owners 
follow through on this com-
mitment as quickly as pos-
sible.”

In the weeks the wall 

has stood at the edge of the 
property line, nearby hom-
eowners have complained 
that the massive, solid gray 
structure has detracted 
from the beauty of their 
neighborhood, with some 
residents even saying it re-
minded them of the walls 
surrounding a prison.

Homeowners also 
were aggravated that the 
wall, which local officials 
say was not part of the ap-
proved plans they were 
shown last year, blocks tele-
vision and phone signals 
into their homes.

“It’s a horrible eyesore 
and there’s an injustice be-
ing done to the people who 
live here,” Marcia Kops, 
who lives a few blocks from 

the construction site, said 
at an April 22 rally in pro-
test against the wall.

The 14-foot reduction, 
which will bring the wall’s 
height down to 22 feet, will 
decrease the surface area 
of the structure by nearly 
40 percent  to reduce the im-
pact.

In addition, to modify-
ing the height of the wall, 
E. Gluck has also agreed 
to plant 20 flowering pear 
trees and 75 white pine 
trees to help the industrial 
structure better blend in 
with the residential area 
around it.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and state As-
semblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) released state-

ments expressing gratitude 
that the company had mod-
ified its plans, and both leg-
islators said they hope E. 
Gluck considers the needs 
and concerns of residents 
surrounding the property 
as construction continues.

“I am cautiously opti-
mistic about the promises 
made by E. Gluck and Steel 
Tribune LLC to signifi-
cantly reduce the profile of 
the building,” Avella said. 
“This is definitely a step 
in the right direction and 
I am glad that the owners 
responded to the cries of 
Little Neck residents, who 
were astounded, and right-
fully so, with the monstros-
ity that was built on-site.” Councilman Paul Vallone has suggested running a ferry service to 

Fort Totten through Little Neck Bay.

The E. Gluck Corp. has agreed to lower the 36-foot wall on its new warehouse property that has an-
gered nearby residents. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Bring ferry service 
to NE Qns: Vallone

Gluck agrees to lower wall
Company will take 14 ft. off structure in Little Neck due to complaints



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 23–29, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
3

BT

BY ALEX ROBINSON

In September 2011, Terry 
Katz and Al Stark set off to tell 
the story of Pomonok Houses.

After almost three years and 
more than 120 interviews later, 
the duo are close to completing 
their documentary, which chron-
icles what it was like to grow up 
in the Flushing housing develop-
ment in the 1950s and ’60s.

The idea for the documen-
tary, “Written on a Project Wall: 
A Reminiscence,” was first con-
ceived when Katz wanted to make 
a short film about Jack, an ice 
cream man who used to sell treats, 
baseball cards and hula hoops to 
the development’s children.

Katz found Stark, who also 
grew up in the development, 
while trying to figure out what 
happened to Jack, and the two 
decided to embark on telling 
the story of the community that 
sprouted from Pomonok.

The 35-building development 

has 2,070 apartments that house 
an estimated 4,204 people, accord-
ing to the city Housing Authority. 
The mammoth development, bor-
dered by 65th and 71st avenues 
as well as Parsons and Kissena 
boulevards, was completed in 

1952 and Katz’s family moved in 
shortly afterward.

“Lots of people think of pub-
lic housing today as these rat-in-
fested places, but it isn’t like that 
today and definitely wasn’t like 
that back then,” Katz said. “We 

wanted to demystify that.”
Katz, who was born in the 

housing development in 1954, 
fondly remembered it as a friend-
ly community where there were 
always other children nearby to 
play with.

“Everybody kind of knew 
each other there and if you were 
doing something wrong, people 
would tell your mom,” he said. 
“And by the time you got home, 
your mom would know what you 
did.”

The two interviewed a num-
ber of prominent people who grew 
up in Pomonok Houses, such as 
former U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman, 
actor Mike Starr of “Goodfellas” 
fame and Max Grodenchik, broth-
er of former Deputy Borough 
President Barry Grodenchik.

Katz, who now lives in Fresh 
Meadows, said there were many 
overlapping themes in all the in-
terviews they conducted, but the 
main one was of racial diversity. 
In the ’50s, 13 percent of the resi-

dents in Pomonok Houses were 
black at a time when only 9 per-
cent of the borough was black, ac-
cording to Katz.

“It was considered a highly 
integrated environment back in 
the 1950s,” he said.

Katz and Stark did a pre-
screening of the documentary 
last week to a get feedback on the 
film and are going to give it its 
finishing production touches this 
summer.

“Over this course of three 
years, I’ve met so many nice 
people I didn’t know growing up 
there because you didn’t hang out 
with people a year or two older 
or younger than you,” Katz said. 
“I really wish I knew them back 
then and had their friendship all 
those years. This film has been a 
very rewarding personal experi-
ence.”

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

Terry Katz’s film documents what it was like growing up in Pomonok Houses in 
the 1950s. Photo courtesy Katz

Filmmakers close in on fi nishing Pomonok documentary
Movie, which explores life in public housing during 1950s, to be given last touches this summer

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

District Office
213-33 39th Avenue, Suite 238

Bayside, NY 11361
718-357-3588

Assemblyman 
Edward C. Braunstein

26th District
As we spend time with our families this Memorial Day, 

let us stop to remember all those who have sacrificed so much 
for our freedom.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
A few days after a 

Democratic opponent de-
clared his candidacy, state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) launched her bid 
for re-election last week.

The seven-term sena-
tor announced her candi-
dacy in a Flushing mall 
last Friday, surrounded by 
a long list of Queens Demo-
crats, community leaders 
and other supporters.

“I am proud to repre-
sent people who have come 
here from all over the world 
who call Queens their 
home,” she told reporters.

If re-elected, she prom-
ised to work toward pass-
ing the Dream Act, the 
Women’s Equality 
Act and campaign 
finance reform.

“We must 
end political 
slush funds, get 
big money out of 
politics, improve disclo-
sure laws and take away 
pensions from elected of-
ficials who are convicted 
of felonies and violate the 
public trust,” she said. “I’m 
running for re-election be-
cause while we have accom-
plished a great deal, there 
is more to be done.”

Stavisky will face a 
primary challenge from 
S.J. Jung, a Flushing activ-
ist and former president of 
the MinKwon Center for 
Community Action, who 
announced his candidacy 
May 12.

It is not clear whether 
Stavisky’s opponent from 
the 2012 primary, John 
Messer, will run this year. 
He said he is currently in 

the process of preparing pe-
titions, but has not decided 
whether he will run.

“I’m going to make 
the final decision with my 
family over Memorial Day 
weekend,” he said.

Stavisky won in the 
2012 primary by 16.2 per-
cent and then went on to 
beat Republican J.D. Kim 
by a wide margin in the 
general election that year.

The senator was first 
elected to represent Dis-
trict 16 in 1999. Her district 
includes parts of Flushing, 
Bayside, Whitestone, Rego 
Park and Forest Hills. More 
than 50 percent of its popu-
lation is Asian, according 
to state redistricting maps.

Jung and Stavisky 
have declined to 
criticize each oth-
er and no major 
policy differences 
have become ap-
parent between 

them.
Jung’s top priorities 

also include passing cam-
paign finance reform and 
the state Dream Act. His 
platform includes advocat-
ing for the revitalization 
of the Flushing waterfront 
and to raise the minimum 
wage, which is currently 
$8.

 Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), who heads the 
Senate Democratic Confer-
ence’s campaign commit-
tee, and U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) were 
among the elected officials 
who came out to endorse 
Stavisky last week.

“She has always been 
to me, whether in my per-
sonal life or political career, 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Despite a recent report 
that said there was not a 
significant way to prevent 
citywide water rate hikes 
without cutting infrastruc-
ture costs, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) hopes to 
lower some ratepayer’s bills 
through new legislation.

Avella recently intro-
duced a bill in the Senate 
that would eradicate a min-
imum payment for water 
ratepayers.

“People who live here 
pay some of the highest tax-
es in the country. All we’re 
asking is to be treated fair-
ly,” he told reporters out-
side his office last Friday, 
flanked by civic leaders 
from northeast Queens.

For those who use less 
than 100 gallons of water 
per day, minimums are set 
at $1.27 a day for fiscal year 
2014, a rate the city Wa-
ter Board has proposed to 
freeze for next year.

Opponents of the mini-
mums said these rates are 
particularly unfair for se-
niors and people who live 
on their own who do not use 

much water.
“It’s ridiculous to have 

a minimum amount that 
has to be paid no matter 
what,” said Richard Hel-
lenbrecht, president of the 
Queens Civic Congress. 
“Let’s go back to a system 
where water is charged on 
what is actually used with 
no minimum and when 
nothing is used at all there 
should be no charge what-
soever.”

Stuart Hersh, 80, of 
Douglaston, lives by him-
self and has to pay the min-

imum rate despite the fact 
he has tried to conserve 
water in the past.

“It occurred to me 
there are so many goods 
and services that provide 
discounts for senior citi-
zens. Instead, what the wa-
ter department is doing is 
punishing us,” he said.

Hersh said he has even 
seen his lawn dry up in his 
attempts to save water, only 
to have to pay for what he 
had not used.

“I was conserving 
water only to be hit with a 

minimum charge. It’s in-
credibly frustrating,” he 
said.

Avella said he origi-
nally tried to eliminate the 
minimum water rates when 
he was in the City Council.

The bill has gotten 
through the Senate Cit-
ies Committee and is now 
eligible to be brought to the 
floor for a vote.

Avella said the bill 
has support from Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx), one of the 
Senate’s de facto leaders, 

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Just two months af-

ter many residents feared 
for the future of the Little 
Neck-Douglaston Memo-
rial Day Parade, the annual 
event is set to kick off Mon-
day afternoon for the 87th 
year in a row.

Northeast Queens 
residents were jolted by 
rumors in late March that 
the parade might not take 
place this year after the 
committee that was previ-
ously handling the plans 
disbanded.

But following several 
meetings in which com-
munity members rallied 
and volunteered to take 
charge of this year’s orga-

nizing, the new 
planning com-
mittees have 
pulled together 
the parade that has often 
been bill as the largest Me-
morial Day celebration in 
the country.

The Little Neck 
and Douglaston 
communities came 
together each week 

since the middle of March 
and took on the challenge 
of starting the parade com-
mittees completely from 

scratch, relying heavily on 
the helping hands of the 
Manhattan-based United 
War Veterans Council, 
which agreed to lend its 
expertise to the people of 
northeast Queens for this 
year’s event.

The UWVC, which 
organizes the annual Vet-
erans Day Parade in Man-
hattan, guided the commu-
nity through how to raise 
funds and set up the event 
by forming several work-
ing committees to handle 
finances, public relations 
and other parts of the pro-
cess.

With the help of a pair 
of successful fund-raisers, 
the parade committee, 

Thousands are expected to march along Northern Boulevard in 
the Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day parade.

State Sen. Tony Avella, surrounded by civic leaders, proposes his bill to eliminate minimum water 
charges. Photo by Alex Robinson

State Sen. Toby Stavisky announces her re-election bid, flanked by 
supporters. Photo by Alex Robinson

Little Neck-Douglaston parade set

Avella touts water rate bill
State legislation would eradicate minimum charge from utility

Sen. Stavisky launches   
re-election campaign

Continued on Page 70
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Carmel Fromson knew some-
thing was wrong when she woke 
up in the middle of the night with 
excruciating pain in her eye.

She had been out rowing on 
Flushing Bay hours earlier with 
the Empire Dragon Boat Team 
when she got some water splashed 
on her face. Unfortunately for 
Fromson, the area’s waters re-
ceive approximately 10 truckloads 
of human feces a year from sewer 
overflows that empty into the bay, 
according to researchers.

Fromson went immediately 
to the emergency room and re-
quired antibiotics to deal with 
an infection that was festering in 
her eye.

The constant flow of sludge 
into Flushing Bay is a problem 
the Empire Dragon Boat Team, 
which consists of 32 breast cancer 
survivors, has been dealing with 
for years.

The team, which was found-
ed five years ago, uses the bay 
to practice twice a week. Raw 
sewage overflows into the bay 
anytime there is even minimal 
rainfall because the city’s sewer 
system cannot handle the extra 
water. It is not uncommon to see 
used tampons, condoms and feces 
floating in the water.

“It’s like an open sewer,” 
Fromson said. “You see toilet pa-
per. It’s really disgusting.”

The group has started to 
coordinate a concerted effort to 
clean up the bay.

Club members started tak-
ing weekly water samples in the 
bay two years ago to have the 
water’s bacteria levels analyzed. 
In the first year of samples, they 
found the water quality indicated 
extremely high levels of bacteria, 
especially after rainfalls. Last 
year’s samples showed better wa-
ter quality.

Boat team members were 
unsure of why this was, but sus-
pected that it might have been 
because there was less rain last 
summer.

Some 5 to 6 percent of the 
city’s sewage empties into Flush-
ing Bay, according to Eymund 
Diegel, an environmental and ur-
ban planner who has been work-
ing with the dragon boat team to 
research the waters and figure 
out solutions to the predicament.

“The problem is that too 
much rain gets into the sewer 
pipes, which aren’t designed to 
handle that much water,” he said.

The city Department of En-
vironmental Protection has com-
mitted to dredging 16.8 acres of 
Flushing Bay, which will clean 
out the existing sediment in the 
water. The problem, however, 
runs deeper than just cleaning 
up the water’s current contami-
nants, Diegel said.

“They aren’t dealing with 

the problem, just the symptoms,” 
he said.

Wetlands in the bay’s sur-
rounding area, which once ab-
sorbed a significant amount of 
rainwater, have been developed 
over the years into streets, side-
walks, buildings, playgrounds, 
stadiums, and parking lots which 
are all impervious. The water 
that normally would have been 
absorbed by these lands is there-
fore streaming into the city’s 
combined sewer system instead of 
being discharged into waterways, 
Diegel said.

Nearly 72 percent of the city’s 
ground doesn’t absorb water and 
all the rain that falls on these lo-
cations will divert straight into 
the sewer, the DEP said.

A DEP spokesman said the 
agency considers Flushing Bay 
a priority water body and has 
begun installing “green infra-
structure,” including curbside 
gardens, throughout the area that 
drains back into the bay in an ef-
fort to reduce the sewer overflow. 
He said DEP plans to install an 
additional 100 curbside gardens 
in the area this year.

Diegel said these initiatives 
are are not enough  to properly 
tackle the problem and the city 
needs to do more to push develop-
ers to build infrastructure that 
would absorb rainwater.

“A lot of fresh water is go-
ing into the sewer and getting 
contaminated by poop and crap 
— and it doesn’t need to be that 
way,” he said.

The environmental planner 
has been in the process of using 
cameras attached to balloons and 
kites to map the area’s streams 
and to see where water is flow-
ing.

“This is detective work at 
this point,” he said. “It’s trying 
to untangle the spaghetti maze of 
what’s going on underground and 
the net result is better water qual-
ity for people.”

In the meantime, the dragon 
boat club members have started 
using goggles to protect their 
eyes. They also have flushing sys-
tems on hand to clean eyes and 
mouths immediately if any mem-
bers get exposed to the water.

“We’re all cancer survivors 
and we’re just fed up with it,” 
Fromson said.

Sewage from the city’s combined water system overflows into Flushing Bay when significant rainfall occurs. (Inset) 
Eymund Diegel points to maps of Flushing Bay he made using aerial photos taken from cameras attached to balloons. 

Boaters battle Flushing Bay pollution
City to dredge truckloads of human waste that overfl ows into water from combined sewer system

Flushing Bay is where the Empire Dragon Boat Team practices each weekend. 
Map © Google 2014

Waste floats in the water in Flushing 
Bay. Empire Dragon Boat Club mem-
bers said they routinely see used con-
doms, tampons and feces in the wa-
ter. Photo by Christina Santucci

The Empire Dragon Boat Team trains on Flushing Bay twice a week. 
Photo courtesy James Fromson
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…with an MCU Auto Loan

FIXED  
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* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some 
applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model years 2014-2013, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.29 on each $1,000 
borrowed at 1.45% APR. For model years 2012-2010, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.60 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.15% APR. Some restrictions 
apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Competitive rates 
available for older models and refinances. Membership required. Special low rate promotion ends June 2nd, 2014.
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New York program provides income-eligible residents* with free 
energy upgrades—all at no cost to you. To learn more and see if
you’re eligible, visit nyserda.ny.gov/comfort.

* You may be eligible for EmPower New York if you are eligible for HEAP benefits, participate in a utility payment assistance
program or have a household income below 60 percent of the state median (around $50,000 for a family of four).
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Keep your  
home cozy with 
FREE energy
upgrades

» EmPower New York. A better life begins at home.

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Fresh Meadows resi-

dents joined their elected 
officials Monday to call on 
the city to repair a sinking 
street that has caused ho-
meowners to file dozens of 
complaints for more than 
a year as the thoroughfare 
continues to deteriorate.

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) and 
state Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 
hosted a news conference 
at the site of the cave-in, 
on 179th Street between 
75th Avenue and Union 
Turnpike, to address what 
Lancman said has been a 
“persistent problem” for 
residents along the street 
since complaints started 
coming into Community 
Board 8 in May 2013.

“This is long past 
where the city should have 
taken care of it,” he said. 
“Cave-in, sinkhole, we’re 
not sure what to call it, but 

for people on the block it’s 
been an inconvenience and 
a nuisance and it’s poten-
tially dangerous.”

Residents say the road-
way began sinking about 
two years ago, but the city 
has not yet been able to 
determine the cause of 
the problem. For the last 
year, homeowners along 
the street have been going 
back and forth with the city 
Departments of Transpor-
tation and Environmental 
Protection, as both agen-

cies say the other is respon-
sible for the repairs.

In the time since the 
problem started, the affect-
ed portion of the street has 
formed into a crater in the 
center of the paved road-
way that is larger in area 
than the cars that drive by, 
and some residents say it is 
up to 6 inches deep.

“Every time I come 
down the street I worry it’s 
going to swallow us,” resi-
dent Gail Labelle said of the 
sinkhole.

In addition to hom-
eowners saying the sink-
ing street is hazardous and 
is lowering their property 
values, residents and elect-
ed officials also worry that 
the cave-in will cause harm 
to someone driving down 
the street or to children 
who are outside playing.

“The concern is that 
when people who aren’t fa-
miliar with it drive down 
here and see this strange, 
bizarre indent in the road, 
their first reaction is to 

swerve,” Lancman said. 
“They could crash into a 
car or even a kid.”

Lancman said the DEP 
and DOT have been point-
ing fingers at each other 
about who should have to 
make the repairs, and he 
said no one will know for 
sure whose responsibility 
it is until the cause can be 
determined.

He said any damage to 
the surface of the roadway 
falls under the DOT’s ter-
ritory, while anything un-
derneath the surface is the 
job of the DEP to take care 
of, but the councilman said 
repaving the street without 
knowing the condition of 
the workings underneath 
would simply be a Band-
aid that would not solve the 
problem in the long run.

There is also concern 
among homeowners who 
live along the street that if 
the problem continues to 
go unattended, the plumb-
ing and sewer systems that 

lie underneath the road 
and run in and out of their 
houses will burst.

“This could cause se-
rious damage to the water 
mains,” resident John Cal-
lari said. “Is the city going 
to pay for repairs if any of 
these homes are damaged 
because of this?”

Martha Taylor, second 
vice chairwoman of CB 8, 
said the community board 
has written to the city about 
the issue and is hoping that 
with increased awareness 
will come a solution to the 
yearlong problem that has 
brought several complaints 
into CB 8’s office.

She said the board, like 
the residents, is anxious to 
fix the issue and is await-
ing word from the DEP and 
DOT on if and when that 
will happen.

“You’ve heard the say-
ing, ‘If it ain’t broke, don’t 
fix it,’” she said. “Well, in 
this case, it’s broken, and it 
needs to be fixed ASAP.”

Residents join City Councilman Rory Lancman (l.) and state Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (r.) to bring at-
tention to a sinking street in Fresh Meadows. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Fresh Meadows wants fi x for 179th Street cave-in

On this Memorial Day, let us not 
forget the men and women of our 

Armed Services and those veterans who 
have served our nation with honor. 

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 2

3–
29

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

8

BT FLUSHING CREEK CSO LONG TERM CONTROL PLAN 
PUBLIC KICK-OFF MEETING 

Wednesday, June 11, 2014
P.S. 020 John Bowne 

143-20 Barclay Ave New York NY 11355
6:00pm to 8:00pm

���������	
��������
����	
�����������������	��

How do you want to use the Flushing Creek in the future?
�o you want to use it for �shing, swimming, �oa�ng or some other 

recrea�onal use? 

Come to this kick-o� mee�ng and let us know�

To improve water quality in the Flushing Creek, the New York City Department of Environ-
mental �rote��on �DE�� is �eveloping a �ong Term Control �lan ��TC�� that will evaluate 
solu�ons to re�u�e �om	ine� sewer over
ows �C��s� into the water	o�y 

 �oin us as we �is�uss the impa�t this may have on you, the rate payers an� users of the 
Flushing Creek an� par��ipate in a �onversa�on on how future fun�s �oul� 	e use� to 
further improve water quality in the Flushing Creek 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED?
DE� sta� will 	e availa	le to answer any ques�ons you may have

To ����, please email lt�p��epny�gov or �all DE��s Community ��airs ���e at ����� ���-����

For more informa�on on DE��s C�� program, please visit our �TC� �rogram we	site at wwwny�gov�
�ep�lt�p or follow us on Fa�e	ook� wwwFa�e	ook�om�NYC!ater

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

POMONOK — Police were looking for a 
man they said shot a 36-year-old man outside 
a bowling alley in Pomonok Saturday night.

The suspect fired five shots, hitting the 
victim in the back and thigh, just after 10 
p.m. outside the Jib Lanes bowling alley on 
Parsons Boulevard, according to cops.

The victim was taken to New York Hos-
pital Queens and was in stable condition, po-
lice said.

Police described the suspect as black, 
between 5-foot-10 and 6 feet, in his 30s and 
with a medium build.

BAYSIDE — Police identi-
fied a 51-year-old woman killed 
in an accident on the Clearview 
Expressway as Bayside resident 
Ingrid L. Arcuik.

Arcuik was driving a blue 
2007 Dodge sedan northbound 
on the Clearview Expressway at 
Northern Boulevard around 12:40 
p.m. when her car collided with a 
tow truck Friday afternoon, police 
said. She was pronounced dead at 
the scene, authorities said.

The driver of the tow truck 
was taken to North Shore-LIJ, 
where he was in stable condition, according to police.

Police had not yet determined in which direction the tow truck was traveling and 
were still investigating how the two vehicles collided, the NYPD said Friday afternoon.

Blotter

CITYWIDE — More than 5,000 tickets were issued during a two-day Vision Zero en-
forcement initiative across the five boroughs earlier this month, the NYPD announced.

The initiative, conducted for two 24-hour periods May 13 and May 16, was focused on 
targeting cellphone use while driving and failure to yield to pedestrians, police said.

Police across the city issued 2,938 summonses for use of a cellphone while driving, 
1,066 for texting while driving and 1,254 for failure to yield to the right of way of pedestri-
ans, totaling 5,258 tickets between the two days.

The NYPD said pedestrian fatalities have decreased by more than 30 percent so far 
this year with the help of Vision Zero.
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BY BILL PARRY

St. John’s University 
held its 144th commence-
ment ceremony on the 
Great Lawn Sunday with 
nearly 1,900 undergradu-
ate students receiving their 
degrees and close to 10,000 
family, friends and faculty 
in attendance.

A separate ceremony 
was held later in the after-
noon for the 760 students 
who received graduate and 
post graduate degrees.

Australian humani-
tarian Hugh Evans, chief 
executive officer of Global 
Poverty Project, received 
an honorary doctor of laws 
degree and delivered a 
rousing commencement ad-
dress. Evans’ commitment 
to eradicating extreme 
poverty began at age 14 on 
a trip to the Philippines as 
a member of World Vision, 
a Christian humanitarian 
group.

“We were taken to a 
slum that was built atop a 
garbage dump; two years 
later I witnessed even 
worse poverty in India,” 
Evans said. “After I re-
turned home to Melbourne, 
I dedicated my life to elimi-
nating world poverty.”

Evans began by found-
ing the Oaktree Founda-
tion, his nation’s first 
youth-run aid organiza-
tion. He was named Young 
Australian of the Year in 
2004. Two years later, Ev-

ans’ Foundation produced 
the Make Poverty History 
concert.

“I’ll never forget a 
phone call I got from U2’s 
manager asking if Bono 
could take part in the con-
cert,” he said.

That was followed by 
the Make Poverty History 
campaign with a goal to 
raise public awareness to 
the plight of the poor, which 
resulted in a $4.3 billion an-
nual increase in funds al-
located by the Australian 
government to address the 
scourge of worldwide pov-
erty.

Evans then co-founded 
the Global Poverty Project. 
The 2012concert in Central 
Park drew 60,000 people and 
raised more than $1.3 bil-
lion in new commitments 
to end extreme poverty.

That concert almost 
did not happen when a ma-
jor bank withdrew a $3 mil-
lion pledge because of its 
losses after the financial 
crisis.

“Sumner Redstone 
wrote us a check and Neil 
Young signed on as our 
headliner,” Evans said. 
“When there are 18,000 
youngsters dying every 
day, failure is not an option. 
Perseverance in the pursuit 
of great dreams pays off.”

Evans finished his 
address telling the audi-
ence that you are never 
too young to do something 

BY BILL PARRY

Queens remembered.
The World’s Fair 

grounds at Flushing 
Meadow Corona Park was 
swarmed Sunday by an 
estimated 60,000 visitors 
who turned out for the free, 
daylong festival celebrat-
ing the 50th anniversary 
of the 1964 World’s Fair and 
the 75th anniversary of the 
1939 World’s Fair.

Traffic was backed 
up on the Grand Central 
Parkway and the parking 
lots were filled early as fair 
lovers mobbed tents filled 
with memorabilia, live per-
formances by the Andean 
band Raices, the all-female 
mariachi band Mariachi 
Flor de ToLache and Beat-
les tribute band Liverpool 
Shuffle.

The crowds around 
a vintage car collection, 
which included the origi-
nal Batmobile, were so con-
gested visitors could barely 
turn around.

“We knew there was go-
ing to be a huge turnout for 
this event,” Seth Bornstein, 
president of the Queens 
Economic Development 
Corp., said. “It changed the 
face of Queens forever, so of 
course everyone would be 
here to celebrate.”

Bornstein went on to 
explain that changes to 
federal immigration laws 
in 1965 made it possible for 
many foreign visitors to the 
’64 World’s Fair to return 
and settle in Queens.

“It really did change 
the borough forever and 
this place is now part of our 
fabric,” Bornstein said.

The two World’s Fairs 
drew a combined 96 million 
people from around the 
country and the world.

Queens Parks Com-
missioner Dorothy Lewan-
dowski said, “Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park was 
the site of a unique moment 
in history not once, but 
twice. Today it is a unique 
park, the largest park in 
our borough and one we be-
lieve is the most diverse in 

the nation.”
Borough President 

Melinda Katz called it the 
crown jewel of the park 
system in Queens and reit-
erated her commitment to 
preserving the iconic New 
York State Pavilion.

“Look at the excite-
ment right here in the 
world’s borough,” Katz said. 
“Paris has the Eiffel Tower, 
we have the State Pavilion 
and the Unisphere.”

She paid special atten-
tion to the Unisphere, the 
300-ton globe surrounded 
by three rings symbolizing 

early satellites at the start 
of the Space Race. Procla-
mations from Borough Hall 
and the state Assembly 
were presented to Delores 
Clarke, widow of Unisphere 
designer Gilbert Clarke.

“I’m so thrilled  ––  he 
deserves every honor,” she 
said. “He was a totally dedi-
cated human being.”

The anniversary cel-
ebration stretched into the 
evening with a special per-
formance by the Queens 
Symphony Orchestra fol-
lowed by a fireworks dis-
play.

“I thought the whole 
day was great,” festival-
goer C.C. Walsh said. “But 
I don’t think they were 
prepared for the crowd 
that showed up, like there 
wasn’t enough food trucks. 
The wait for Belgian waf-
fles was over an hour.  My 
friend and I went to the golf 
course and grabbed a cou-
ple of burgers.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Fireworks light up the sky above the New York State Pavilion during the World’s Fair Festival. 
Photo by Steven Malecki

World’s Fairs celebrated
 Flushing Meadows draws 60,000 to remember ‘39 and ‘64 events 

1,900 earn degrees
in SJU Class of ‘14

Stephen Syr and Ariel Pellman of Greenpoint take time out for a picnic lunch. 
Photo by Steven Malecki

Continued on Page 70

Australian humanitarian Hugh Evans is honored during the 144th 
commencement at St. Johns. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman’s (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) wife has been nomi-
nated by the Queens Demo-
cratic Party as its candidate 
for a Queens Civil Court 
judgeship.

The county committee 
voted to endorse Morgan 
Lancman for one of two 
judgeships Monday morn-
ing.

The former state as-
semblyman ran against the 
Queens Democratic Party’s 
candidate when he lost to 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) in a 2012 con-
gressional race, but then 
ran with party backing for 
his Council seat the follow-
ing year.

He then supported the 
Queens Democratic Par-
ty’s candidate for Council 
speaker, Councilman Dan 
Garodnick (D-Brooklyn), 
in a losing bid.

His loyalty in that race 
may have helped the tim-

ing of his wife’s nomination 
from the county Dem ma-
chine, but Lancman said 
more was at play.

“It’s a combination 
of politics, what’s avail-
able and where you are in 
terms of how long you’ve 
been waiting. For her, she’s 
been waiting a while, her 
qualifications are beyond 
reproach and people in the 
courts system know and 
like her,” he said. “My wife 

had all three things going 
for her and the political 
stars aligned.”

Lancman said his wife 
had been up for consider-
ation for several years and 
had passed through an in-
dependent screening panel 
in order to be considered.

“It was inevitable her 
term would come up,” he 
said. “It just happened to be 
this year and we’re happy 
about it.”

The councilman’s wife 
has most recently served as 
a court referee in Queens 
Supreme Court. Before 
that, she was a principal 
law clerk under Queens Su-
preme Court Judge Roger 
Rosengarten.

She had worked in a 
private practice for a few 
years after she graduated 
from New York Law School 
in 1994, Lancman said. She 
then went on to work as an 
attorney in the city comp-
troller’s office, before start-
ing to work in the courts.

If elected, Lancman’s 
wife will join a courthouse 
whose judges have faced 
criticism in the past for giv-
ing politically connected 
attorneys lucrative appoint-
ments, such as guardian-
ships and receiverships.

Lancman said he has 
never received any such ap-
pointments.

“My family jokes I’m 
useless to them as a law-
yer,” he said.

Lucie Fitzpatrick, 
a Bayside resident for 40 
years before retiring to 
Florida, died at Forsythe 
House of Good Shepherd 
Hospice in Auburndale, 
Fla., May 15. She was 75.

Fitzpatrick was born 
in Ottawa, Ontario, Can-
ada, Sept. 2, 1938, to Viola 
Lauzon and came to the 
United States to attend 
nursing school at Adelphi 
University in 1954.

After graduating in 
1959, she met Jim Fitzpat-
rick on a blind date and they 
were engaged a week later. 
They were married July 30, 
1960, at St. Mary’s Church 
in Manhasset, L.I. The Fitz-
patricks raised their family 
and lived in Bayside, where 
they were active members 
of Sacred Heart Parish and 
avid sailors.

Lucie left the nursing 
profession to raise her chil-

dren. She returned part 
time to the workforce as a 
medical malpractice insur-
ance investigator, and this 
eventually grew into her 
own private investigation 
firm.

After retiring to Flori-
da in 2006, she was involved 
in many activities, includ-
ing chorus, the Red Hat 
Society and book clubs. She 
was also active in charita-
ble efforts.

She is survived by her 
husband, four children, sis-
ter and five grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations will be accepted in 
Fitzpatrick’s honor at For-
sythe House of Good Shep-
herd Hospice, 105 Arneson 
Ave., Auburndale, Fla., 
33823, at St. Rose of Lima 
Parish, 3860 Pleasant Hill 
Road, Kissimmee, Fla., 
34746.

City Councilman Rory Lancman stands beside his wife, Morgan, 
before he is inaugurated during a ceremony at LeFrak Concert 
Hall. Morgan has been nominated for a judgeship by the Queens 
Democratic Party. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Lucie Fitzpatrick, 75,
had lived in Bayside

Dems tap Lancman’s wife for judgeship

���
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Each office is independently owned and operated. We are pledged to provide equal opportunity for housing to any prospective customer or client, without regard to race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

danielgale.com

Deirdre O’Connell
Associate Real Estate Broker
Gold Circle of Excellence
Manhasset Office
364 Plandome Rd, Manhasset, NY
516.627.4440 ext.360, c.516.532.9736
deirdreoconnell@danielgale.com

Douglas Manor, NY – "Windemere"
Unique opportunity to own one of the largest and most beautiful properties in historic Douglas Manor. Main house (100x100) is a 1900s English Tudor home 
perfectly restored and expanded with 6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, formal living room and dining room, gourmet eat-in kitchen, family room, 4 fireplaces and a 
gorgeous English garden with blue stone patio and walkways. Guest cottage with bedroom, bath, kitchen/living room on separate lot (60x100). A third lot 
(100x100) offers a finished building perfect for pool house. Masterpiece Listing. SD #26. MLS# 2672321. $4,999,000.

Patricia Gahan Moroney
Real Estate Salesperson
Gold Circle of Excellence
Manhasset Office
364 Plandome Rd, Manhasset, NY
516.627.4440 ext.369, c.516.313.8966
patriciamoroney@danielgale.com

Ann Carlucci
Associate Real Estate Broker
Gold Circle of Excellence
Manhasset Office
364 Plandome Rd, Manhasset, NY
516.627.4440 ext.203, c.516.672.2023
anncarlucci@danielgale.com
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Legal drinking age should be made 18

I 
am old enough to join 
the military, old enough 
to buy a car, old enough 
to own a house, but I am 

not old enough to purchase 
alcohol. As I move up in the 
social rankings, I should 
not be held back socially 
among my peers.

The legal age for the 
purchase of alcohol is 21. 
Society feels like when 
someone reaches 21 they 
are mature enough for al-
cohol. Therefore, until they 

reach that age they must 
stay away from alcohol be-
cause it could cause poten-
tial danger to the people of 
America.

When one turns 18, 
they are entitled to receiv-
ing the rights and responsi-
bilities of adulthood. They 
have the right to vote, the 
right to get married, etc. Al-
cohol is a part of adulthood 
and I understand the age 
limit is to keep kids from 
abusing it.

But an 18-year-old, by 
law, is no longer a child, so 
it would only be fair if they 
had the same right as an 
adult.

A law should never be 
broken, but broken conse-
quences should be enforced 
by police. About two out of 
1,000 incidents involving 
illegal drinking by some-
one under 21 lead to arrest. 
Only two. If 998 people are 
not going to be punished for 
breaking the law, why have 

it?
I am writing with re-

spect and inquiry. I would 
just like to understand why 
there are exceptions for the 
social boundaries of pre-
adults — people who are 
legally adults who are still 
held back by laws from cer-
tain rights.

Naeem Swinton
Jamaica

DIVERSITY MATTERS
It looks as though there will be some drama this year 

in at least three Queens races for Albany seats. Shaking 
off the often soporific mood of the election season, several 
challengers have stepped into the ring to oppose boldfaced 
names in the state Legislature.

Earlier this week, the Queens Democratic Committee 
anointed former city Comptroller John Liu as its choice to 
run against two-term state Sen. Tony Avella, who recently 
left the traditional party to join the bipartisan Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference. Liu, who lost his mayoral bid 
last year, has not publicly accepted the nod, but it is widely 
expected he will.

Avella angered Queens Dem boss Joe Crowley and 
other borough party power brokers by jumping to the IDC 
as the mainline Democrats maneuver to regain control of 
the Senate this fall. Crowley has championed a primary 
run by Liu.

The race could ignite ethnic politics in the northeast 
Queens Senate district, where some 26 percent of eligible 
voters are Asian.

As the Asian community pushes for greater represen-
tation in Queens, Flushing activist S.J. Jung is opposing 
longtime Sen. Toby Stavisky, a fellow Democrat, who was 
elected in 1999. Asians account for 40 percent of residents 
eligible to vote in her redrawn district.

In southeast Queens, former Councilman Leroy Com-
rie has joined the field of candidates vying for the seat of 
Sen. Malcolm Smith, a former Democratic majority leader 
in Albany, who is set to be tried next month on federal 
corruption charges. Smith’s bid failed to have the case re-
scheduled so his run for office would not be compromised.

Although these three seats will remain in the same 
column, Democrats in the Senate are divided into several 
factions, and mounting a united front to reclaim the lead-
ership will be difficult.

Adding to the ethnic spin on the September primary, 
South Asian attorney Ali Najmi has decided not to face 
Assemblyman David Weprin. Najmi, who has ties to the 
Weprin family through his Democratic Party work, had 
pushed for the 2012 redistricting with a South Asian/West 
Indian group.

He has urged Weprin to open a Richmond Hill office 
in the heart of the South Asian sector of Queens.

Whatever the outcome, we expect a spirited debate on 
the issues in the run-up to the primaries this fall and more 
attention focused on the priorities of Asians in Queens.

As more voices join the public conversation, the stron-
ger Queens becomes if the borough can do a good job vet-
ting candidates who can make a difference.
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Understanding new roles will lower divorce rate
The following was writ-

ten by a student from SUNY 
Stony Brook for her sociol-
ogy of gender class:

A
ccording to re-
search, about 40 per-
cent to 50 percent 
of married couples 

in the United States get di-
vorced and around 60 per-
cent of them fail in their 
second marriages.

Then what can be 
done to reduce the rate of 
divorce? There are three 
ways to reduce the rate in 
America.

First, an individual 
has to be confident as a 
husband, a wife, a father 
or a mother. Even though 
one might be less educated 
or financially incapable 
in comparison to their 
spouse, there needs to be a 

general acknowledgement 
of one trying his or her best 
who has full confidence in 
themselves.

Often, when a person 
realizes that he or she is not 
meeting the standard or ex-
pectation set as a husband 
or wife, a sense of shame 
and failure takes over and 
brings his or her self-es-
teem down.

Such situations also 
lower values one has put 
into the marriage and lead 
to thoughts that one is not 
appreciated. This not only 
results in divorce but may 
also lead to extreme cases 
such as suicide.

Second, in order to re-
duce the possibility of get-
ting a divorce, both spous-
es need to do away with 
stereotypes of roles and 

responsibilities. According 
to the research on divorce 
from Utah State Univer-
sity, the biggest factor for 
divorce is “lack of commit-
ment (73%).”

When a husband 
thinks less of his wife be-
cause she does not fit into 
a preconceived notion of a 
wife and vice versa, both 
the husband and wife may 
assume the other party in 
the relationship is not fully 
committed.

But there are no par-
ticular roles attached to a 
husband and a wife. Rath-
er, depending on individu-
als and circumstances, the 
roles need to be adjusted or 
created to meet the needs. 
Also, if a person is able to 
take on the responsibilities 
of the spouse in addition to 

one’s own, then he or she 
needs to take pride in do-
ing so.

In addition to stereo-
types, if an individual sets 
expectations for oneself 
and is not able to fulfill the 
expectations, the outcome 
may be problematic. The 
person is more prone to low 
self-esteem as well as deval-
ue oneself. In such cases, 
divorce and other extreme 
measures could take place 
for the individual and the 
relationship.

According to the re-
search on divorce from 
Utah State University, one 
of the main causes of di-
vorce is “premarital child-
bearing and pregnancy.” 
About 37 perecent of the 
children born in the United 
States are born out of wed-

lock. Also, their parents 
are not likely to get mar-
ried and, even if they are 
married, they are prone to 
divorce before their child 
reaches school age.

In an effort to lessen 
the divorce rate, there 
needs to be governmental 
intervention. When a child 
is born, before or shortly 
after the discharge of the 
mother and the baby from a 
hospital, both husband and 
wife need to be informed of 
their new responsibilities 
as well as practical guid-
ance on how to maintain a 
good marital relationship.

This can be provided 
to couples in a form of 
counseling or a workshop, 
and practical assistance on 
parenthood is much-need-
ed. This will allow husband 

and wife to be fully aware 
of their new roles as moth-
er and father. Moreover, 
there will be better under-
standing of each others 
responsibilities. In order 
to strengthen the relation-
ship between a husband 
and wife, there needs to be 
a systematic way to do so.

A well-integrated per-
ception of one’s spouse, dis-
covery of an individual’s 
real role within the perime-
ter of family and a more ac-
tive governmental response 
to reduce the divorce rate 
can alleviate families from 
being broken and couples 
getting divorced.

Dong Jin Park
Little Neck

City did right by its teachers

T
he new contract be-
tween the city and the 
United Federation of 
Teachers is a monu-

mental achievement for all 
New Yorkers because it is a 
milestone of reconciliation 
between management and 
labor.

People can argue the 
merits of its details, but 

what is indisputable is 
that the Bloomberg era of 
deliberate, almost sadistic 
impasse and union-busting 
has been rebuffed and re-
placed by a more produc-
tive relationship built on 
common sense, enlight-
ened analysis and mutual 
responsibility.

The de Blasio adminis-

tration, still in its infancy, 
rolled up its sleeves and 
with a sound and honorable 
union got the job done in 
the public interest.

Where there is good-
will, all things are pos-
sible.

Ron Isaac
Bayside

Always observe Memorial Day

A
s the nation ap-
proaches Memo-
rial Day, we must 
remember all of the 

men and women, past and 
present, who have sacri-
ficed their lives so we could 
be able to live in freedom.

Our military is the 
greatest in the world and 
we owe them all a debt of 
gratitude for their sacri-
fices. We must improve the 
situation for all our veter-
ans so they can receive the 
best care, since they are the 

best of the best.
God bless them all and 

God bless America.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

CB 7 must explain Willets decision

W
e have been fol-
lowing the Willets 
P oi nt - F lu s h i n g 
takeover by the 

city to build hotels, a shop-
ping center and housing 
projects.

Community Board 
7 is going along with the 
city but not with the com-
munity, as in its name. In 
the last issue, your paper 
told how CB 7 is checking 
the ground for oil, gas and 
grease.

Why? We working 
families do not want to foot 
the $60 million budget for 

more Flushing hotels and 
big-chain stores. We have 
liked what was there for 
about 75 years for low-price 
car repairs. It is a blessing 
for car parts for us home 
mechanics.

Did CB 7 ask if we were 
for or against it? Nobody 
surveyed us who we heard 
about. We bet more people 
do not want more hotels and 
big stores, and to say it is for 
the New York Mets games 
is unreal when there are 
maybe only 70 games and 
the fans go straight home 
afterward, not to shop or to 

a hotel or restaurants.
Maybe CB 7 should 

put the question of this 
big spending fiasco on the 
November ballot so it does 
what we working people 
want, not create more 
congestion and big-chain 
stores and hotels for who 
know who.

There is no gain for 
us. CB 7 better ask before 
spending more tax money 
around here.

Vinny and Roseann Musso
Bay Terrace
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Queens Civic Congress honors four leaders at luncheon

T
he Queens Civic Con-
gress, an umbrella 
organization of more 
than 100 civic asso-

ciations in Queens, had its 
ninth biennial luncheon at 
Antun’s Caterers in Queens 
Village. Civic, co-op and 
tenant association leaders 
are the unpaid volunteers 
who work to maintain the 
quality of life in Queens 
communities.

The QCC honored four 

people with plaque clocks, 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck) pre-
sented Assembly proclama-
tions, City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Middle 
Village) presented a Distin-
guished Service Award and 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz and Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Whitestone) 
gave out citations.

The four civic leaders, 
who represent the hundreds 
of volunteer civic leaders 
who work with the QCC 
and their communities, 
are Barbara Larkin, Belle 
Harbor Property Owners 
Association; Murray Berg-
er, Kew Gardens Civic As-
sociation; Paul A. Kerzner, 

Ridgewood Property Own-
ers and Civic Association; 
and Seymour Schwartz, 
Briarwood Neighborhood 
Association.

The Pledge of Al-
legiance was said and 
Charles Henry, from the 
Kew Gardens Hills Civic 
Association, sang the na-
tional anthem. QCC Presi-
dent Richard Hellenbrecht 
and QCC Foundation Presi-
dent Kerzner gave welcom-
ing statements.

Then Katz gave the 
keynote speech. The civic 
leaders welcomed Katz be-
cause they know her from 
her many past roles, such as 
being a councilwoman and 
being in charge of Queens’ 

community boards, which 
have such an influence on 
the quality of life in their 
communities.

A special visual pre-
sentation was made by 
groups in favor of a Rock-
away Beach railroad or 
a QueensWay on an old 
abandoned railroad line. 
The presentation was for 
informational purposes 
only because some commu-
nity groups favor one pro-
posal and some the other. 
The QCC has not taken a 
position because of the op-
posing views of some of its 
member groups.

But the QCC has 
taken stands against any 
further raises in water 

rates, against the proposal 
to make illegal basement 
apartments legal, for stop-
ping people from paving 
over front lawns, for stop-
ping the taking of part of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park for a mall, for strong-
ly punishing people who 
remove trees from special 
districts like Klein Farm 
and against tolls on the 
East River bridges.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The Port Author-
ity hosted roundtables at 
LaGuardia and John F. 
Kennedy International air-
ports.

These new events put 
PA officials, aviation indus-
try people, residents and 

federal officials together to 
discuss noise and pollution 
of concern in communities 
near these airports.

Immediately, the PA 
announced staff for a new 
noise office and the dou-
bling of the number of por-
table noise monitors.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: A recent story 
tells of four empty houses 
built by developer Thomas 
Huang, at 233rd Street and 
Mia Drive, sitting empty 
and neglected and used by 
drinking youths and rats.

There has been a stop-
work order on the proper-
ties since 2007. Each house 
has violations. The neigh-
bors are unhappy.

COLUMNS

T
here is no doubt wom-
en are finally, right-
fully starting to be-
come more powerful 

in the backrooms (politics), 
newsrooms (media) and 
boardrooms (business).

But there is still lots 
of progress to be made. We 
have some men in power 
— such as Karl Rove, the 
headline writers at the tab-
loid newspapers and others 
— who think it is provoca-
tive and appropriate to per-
petuate some old-fashioned 
and damaging female ste-
reotypes.

There were three im-
portant women in the news 
these past few weeks, and 
their different stories are 
instructive about how far 
women have come and the 
sexist speed bumps that 
still stand in their way.

Presidential nominee-
in-waiting Hillary Clinton, 
former New York Times Ex-
ecutive Editor Jill Abram-

son and New York’s first 
lady, Chirlane McCray, all 
had interesting narratives 
swirling around them.

Clinton, who by now 
is so battle-tested by public 
scrutiny that her scars are 
probably growing scars, 
was unfairly smeared by 
Republican political opera-
tive Karl Rove.

He odiously questioned 
her physical health when he 
inaccurately characterized 
her concussion last year as 
a long-term brain injury. 
Planting this seed of doubt 
about the former U.S. secre-
tary of state’s physical fit-
ness to serve as president is 
the lowest and oldest form 
of political warfare.

Clinton’s camp, led 
by her politically shrewd 
husband, shot down this 
calumny quite effectively, 
but it is going to be an ugly 
two years until Election 
Day 2016 if they are start-
ing with this line of attack 
now.

The case against 
Abramson has become an 
almost two-week media 
frenzy, with initial reports 
claiming that her abrupt 
dismissal resulted from 
her hiring a lawyer to in-

quire why she wasn’t paid 
as much as her male prede-
cessor.

But then it became 
about her managerial style 
and her clash with her dep-
uty, Dean Baquet, over the 
potential hiring of a new 
digital managing editor 
without consulting him.

Times Publisher Ar-
thur Sulzberger Jr., who 
should know better, spoke 
publicly and too often 
that her managerial style 
(“pushy women?”) rankled 
her colleagues and that he 
was offended that anyone 
could think that the Times 
would do anything sexist 
like fire an editor who in-
quired about her pay equity 
with male colleagues.

Lost in all this is that 
in a pure power play be-
tween Baquet, now the first 
black executive editor of 
the Times, and Abramson, 
the first female editor of the 
Times, Baquet won. He was 
livid that his boss didn’t 
properly consult with him 
on a major personnel deci-
sion, went above her head 
and did the classic “it’s her 
or me” play with the pub-
lisher. It worked and Ba-
quet emerged victorious.

That’s the story, plain 
and simple. Abramson, 
like one of her male pre-
decessors, Howell Raines, 
ruffled one too many feath-
ers in an extremely politi-
cal newsroom, and did not 
have enough allies in high 
places when the owner 
needed to pick sides. It all 
turned out rather messy 
and did not make the Times 
look good.

But on the bright side, 
it did shine a bright light on 
the sharp elbows that both 
women and men use in the 
upper echelons of big me-
dia organizations like the 
Times.

And then, of course, 
there was the long and in-
teresting profile of New 
York’s new first lady, Chir-
lane McCray, that ran in 
New York Magazine. Mc-
Cray is a unique and inter-
esting political spouse, and 
much like Hillary her hus-
band wisely looks to her for 
counsel in many areas of 
governing.

I had the pleasure of 
meeting her a few times 
during the campaign last 
year — generally before de-
bates — and found McCray 
to be thoughtful, warm 

and admirably loyal to her 
spouse. She has been a huge 
asset in Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s climb up the political 
ladder, and she deserves 
tremendous admiration for 
staying true to her beliefs 
and now being in a great 
position to act on them.

She was unfairly ma-
ligned by the tabloid head-
line writers of the New 
York dailies, who took a 
comment she made out of 
context and followed that 
old canard about working 
women being bad mothers. 
In fact, McCray and de Bla-
sio have raised two strong 
and thoughtful children, 
Chiara and Dante, and as a 
parent of three teenagers I 
tip my hat to both of them.

Actually, what struck 
me as one of the most im-
pressive things about 
McCray in the magazine 
piece is the section which 
mentions that she and Bill 
took in both of their ailing 
mothers to live near them 
in Brooklyn and that Mc-
Cray single-handedly cared 
for them while also raising 
two kids and supporting an 
active political spouse.

That is what the head-
line writers could have 

played up: a “sandwich gen-
eration” mother who took 
care of both her mother and 
mother-in-law.

Now that is news in 
this era of fragmented fam-
ilies.

So while women in 
power make gains on 
many fronts — except in 
Northeast statehouses, as 
the Times pointed out last 
week — there are still too 
many speed bumps of sex-
ism that needlessly gets in 
their way.

I say to the three of 
them:

• Run, Hillary, Run.
• Jill: go to the Wall 

Street Journal or Vox and 
give the Times a run for its 
money.

• And to Chirlane: 
kudos for not only being a 
great mother, but also for 
setting a great example 
as a devoted daughter and 
daughter-in-law.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Powerful women in the public eye deserve better treatment

Bob
Harris

■
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HOW THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IMPACTS OLDER ADULTS 
The Future of Medicare & Medicaid in New York

Hear From The Experts at FREE Flushing House Seminars

FREE Handouts, Refreshments For All Attendees
Call Robert Salant at 347–532–3025 to RSVP or: rsalant@uam.org

Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., Elder 
Law Attorney: Medicaid 
eligibility rules are rapidly 
changing. Fatoullah gives an 

overview of the Medicaid program and explains how 
to protect one’s assets in the event long-term health 
care is needed. He will also review fi ve essential 
legal documents that seniors should have—the 
importance of a 1. Last will and testament 2. Power 
of attorney 3. Health care proxy 4. Living will and 5. 
Living trust.

 

Maria Alvarez, Executive 
Director, NY StateWide 
Senior Action Council: Alvarez 
addresses the entire range of 

benefi ciary issues, i.e., how changes to coverage 
through Medicare, Managed Care and Medicaid, 
under new regulations of the ACA and Medicaid 
Re-Design/Expansion in New York, are impacting 
the scope, choice and delivery of benefi ts and services 
for older adults.

Ann-Margaret Carrozza, Esq., 
Elder Law Attorney: Seniors 
must know how to protect their 
homes. Carrozza explores asset 

protection trusts for the primary residence and estate 
tax planning, in light of Federal estate tax changes. 
She will also update seniors on how to get the long-
term care they need through Medicaid, while still 
protecting their assets.

n 1962, people in Queens 
ask themselves what is a 
neighborhood and how 
many neighborhoods 

are in Queens?
These basic questions 

form a major stumbling 
block in the development 
of new Queens community 
planning boards, a spokes-
man for Borough President 
Mario Cariello concedes. 
Starting in January 1963, 
the new City Charter man-
dates the creation of a num-
ber of CPBs whose function 
is fuzzily described as “ad-
vising on any matter relat-
ing to the development or 
welfare of their districts.”

Manhattan has 12 
boards and Brooklyn eight, 

but there were upwards to 
50 names applied to Queens 
locations.

“We can’t have 50 plan-
ning boards. It would be 
simply too unwieldy. Even 
if we can establish a work-
able number of districts,” 
the spokesman says, “it 
will require a great deal of 
tact to draw the boundary 
lines without ruffling any-
body’s feelings.”

Still to be decided: the 
number of members on the 
board. The borough presi-
dent’s office receives more 
than 200 letters from cler-
gymen, civic organizations 
and professional people 
willing to serve on the un-
paid appointed positions.

These problems are 
compounded by the char-
ter’s failure to spell out the 
exact role of the boards. In 
fact, the spokesman was 
able to give only a general 
description of what the new 
bodies would do.

“The primary function 
will be the power to recom-
mend on matters of local 
improvement,” he said. 
“Also, they will be an ef-
fective method of sampling 
public opinion.”

The mayor proposes 
raising the city sales tax 
from 3 percent to 4 percent. 
Penny boost opposed. Busi-
nessmen smart at tax plan. 
Queens merchants charge 
higher taxes will drive a 
large segment of the retail 
business out of the city and 
into the suburbs.

Eastern Queens mer-
chants claim shoppers al-
ready cross into Nassau 
County to shop. Proposed 

increases include doubling 
the tax on cigarettes to 4 
cents a pack.

John Patterson, presi-
dent of Gertz Department 
Stores, urges strong pro-
tests against the tax in-
crease.

He says, “I feel it’s my 
duty to warn the residents 
of Queens time is short. 
Legislation may be jammed 
through in a matter of 
days.”

Shoppers sign peti-
tions of protest at the Ja-
maica and Flushing stores.

“Maybe the heat’s got 
them,” police Sgt. James 
Gaines said to his partner 
Patrolman Robert Tangel, 
when a number of drivers 
halted them to report some 
guys driving a car across 
Little Neck Bay.

“No, its spring fever,” 
opined Tangel, when the 
drivers responded that the 
car was not swimming.

The officers find 
a number of motorists 
parked on the Cross Island 
Parkway who are watch-
ing an “amphibious-type 
car” swimming across the 
bay. The boat, or car, wad-
dled ashore at Fort Totten, 
turned around and went 
back into the water.

After a leisurely trip 
across, the vehicle comes 
ashore near the Bayside 
public dock, drives on to 
the parkway and disap-
pears from sight.

“I can see if this keeps 
up, it’s going to be harder 
and harder to write out a 
ticket,” one officer remarks 
to the other.

Manager Casey Sten-
gel, of the hapless New York 
Mets, reports on Opening 
Day, “The attendance got 
trimmed again.”

This was Stengelese 
meaning that the Mets are 
playing terribly.

“We were a fraud,” 
he says. “All those people 
came out to watch us play. 
We had them believing we 
had a better team this year, 
but we didn’t look it. The 
starting pitcher was lousy 
and the infielders were 
worse.

“My infield I was build-
ing up all spring wasn’t 
there. We were making all 
kinds of double plays in 
Florida and couldn’t make 
one when we needed it.

The Mets had four 
balks called against them 
by the sixth inning. Casey 
comes out to question the 
plate umpire’s interpreta-
tion of the rule. On his way 
back to the dugout, Casey 
stops to demonstrate to 
his pitcher how to come to 
the proper stop in order to 
avoid the balk.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

Queens tackled forming community boards in ’62
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Ali Najmi has popped 
the speculative bubble 
enveloping his campaign 
committee.

After a month of stay-
ing silent about his bid for 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin’s (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) seat, the Glen Oaks at-
torney said he had decided 
not to run this 
year.

“Many peo-
ple have encour-
aged me to run 
and even to run 
this year. But after discuss-
ing it with the community 
and close supporters, I de-
cided the best thing to do 
for the community and for 
Queens was to focus my 
energy to help elect real 
Democrats to the state As-
sembly,” Najmi said.

Najmi said he had sim-
ply postponed his plans to 
seek public office and will 
continue fund-raising via 

a campaign committee he 
registered with the state 
Board of Elections.

His decision came be-
fore the Queens Democrat-
ic Party voted this week 
on endorsements for state 
legislative candidates, ac-
cording to Najmi’s former 
boss and City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens).

The party, 
where both Weprin 
brothers serve as 
district leaders, 
backed the incum-
bent assemblyman.

“It’s very gratifying to 
have a broad base of sup-
port that stands together in 
the face of a challenge, but 
I respect Mr. Najmi’s com-
mitment to the political em-
powerment of his commu-
nity,” David Weprin said in 
a statement. “I look forward 
to working with him and 
with all of the community 
leaders throughout this di-
verse district.”

Najmi never formally 
announced his candidacy. 
But sources said he was 
eyeing the 24th Assembly 
District, which stretches 

from Glen Oaks through 
Hollis and Richmond Hill.

The move may have 
put him in the crosshairs of 
the Weprin brothers.

Former Harlem Coun-
cilman Robert Jackson’s 
name was included on the 
host committee list for a Na-
jmi fund-raiser. But Jack-

son seemed to rescind his 
support after receiving a 
text from Mark Weprin ask-
ing if he knew Najmi might 
challenge his brother.

The Harlem Democrat 
said he was unaware of Na-
jmi’s opponent and that his 
place on the host commit-
tee was not tantamount to 
an endorsement.

Najmi helped redraw 
the 24th Assembly District 
with the South Asian/West 
Indian advocacy group 
SEVA in 2012 to incorpo-
rate immigrant enclaves 
in Richmond Hill. Close to 
39 percent of the district is 
now South Asian.

Some community lead-
ers emphasized last week to 
reporters that they would 
like to send a South Asian 
Assembly member to Al-
bany.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Ali Najmi says he will not run in the upcoming elections.

Najmi pulls plug on Weprin primary contest

36 HOUR  
ADOPTION EVENT 
9AM Sat, May 31 thru  

9PM Sun, June 1
Over 700 Dogs,  

Cats, Puppies & Kittens!

��Local Radio Personalities on-site � Purina’s Incredible Dog Team Performances  � Book Signing and Grooming Demos by 
Celebrity Groomer, Jorge Bendersky � Raf�es � Kids Activities � Face Painting � Balloon Sculptures  

� Plant Sale � Food Vendors � FREE  CONCERT by Singer/Songwriter Jeff LeBlanc (Sat: 8:00pm), and much more!

Plus, Fun for the Entire Family

25 Davis Avenue, Port Washington, NY 
AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7575

Presenting Sponsor:
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Jack Weidinger
Dealer Principal
3rd Generation

BUICK

John OʼGrady
Sales Consultant

For 20 Years 

Michelle Thornton
Sales Manager / Consultant

For 20 Years 

Anthony Ciuffo 
General Sales Manager

30 Years Experience

Servicing
Your

Community
For Over 
30

Years!

We Are The Largest Cadillac 
Buick GMC Dealer in New York State!

Family Owned & Operated 
For 3 Generations... Your Destination For 

Premium Family Vehicles.

Come In Today
& Schedule A

Test Drive plus...

Ask About our VIP Concierge Service.

The #1 Dealerrater.com
Dealer  On Long Island
& See Where The Other
Local Dealers Rank.

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

We Are The Largest Cadillac Buick GMC Dealer in New York State based on combined 2012 & 2013
results as reported by GM.  See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 6-02-2014.

BUICK

Open 
Sunday 
12pm-
5pm

JUST ONE VISIT
IS ALL YOU NEED.
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BRIEFS

Borough President 
Melinda Katz has thrown 
her support behind a state 
bill that she said would en-
hance oversight and trans-
parency at Queens Library.

Katz, along with every 
Queens City Council mem-
ber, sent a letter to state 
leaders urging them to 
pass the bill, which would 
reform the appointment of 
the library’s board of trust-
ees and specify how they 

should be removed if neces-
sary.

“In order for elected 
officials to continue allo-
cating millions of dollars 
to the library each year, we 
need to understand clearly 
how taxpayer money is be-
ing spent,” she said in the 
letter.

The nonprofit has been 
under fire since recent al-
legations of fiscal misman-
agement surfaced along 

with the revelation the li-
brary’s president, Thomas 
Galante, makes a $392,000 
salary.

The library’s board 
of trustees recently voted 
against completely opening 
the organization’s books 
to city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer’s office, which is 
trying to conduct an audit 
of the nonprofit.

 -Alex Robinson

A Whitestone school is 
still trying to figure out the 
identity of an anonymous 
cyberbully who lashed out 
at several of its students last 
weekend on Instagram.

The user, @StLukeIdi-
ots, posted photos of stu-
dents who attend St. Luke’s 
School in Whitestone along 

with abusive comments 
about each one.

“These kids are all 
ugly and fat. I’ll be post-
ing the sixth graders that 
should die,” the description 
on the abusive account said 
before it was taken down.

The school reported 
the incident to the police 

and said the bully could 
face suspension or even ex-
pulsion.

Officers from the 109th 
Precinct were to attend a 
school assembly this week 
to talk about the issue of cy-
berbullying.

 -Alex Robinson

The city’s Parks De-
partment has rejected a 
fire marshal’s request to 
rename a playground in 
Fort Totten after a fallen 
colleague.

Community Board 7 
had approved the marshal’s 
proposal to rename the 
play structure across from 
their facility after Martin 
“Woody” McHale, who died 
of a heart attack on his way 
home from work Christmas 
Eve 2012.

A spokesman for Parks 

said the department did 
not approve the request as 
parks are typically only re-
named after an individual 
“who has made a signifi-
cant contribution to the site 
or to Parks in general.”

“There’s no name on 
this playground so what’s 
the big deal?” said Gene 
Kelty, chairman of CB 7 
and a battalion chief at 
the Fire Department, who 
knew McHale,

Kelty said he was upset 
with the decision as Parks 

have not provided the com-
munity board with clear 
criteria for renamings in 
the past.

McHale served on the 
FDNY for 23 years before 
suffering a premature 
death at 50.

Parks said they have 
encouraged CB 7 to help 
maintain the playground in 
McHale’s memory through 
their “Adopt-A-Park” pro-
gram.

 -Alex Robinson

Community leaders 
were loud and clear about 
their concerns over Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s plan to look 
into legalizing basement 
apartments at Monday’s 
Borough Board meeting.

The city Housing De-
partment Commissioner 
Vicki Been presented de 
Blasio’s ambitious afford-
able housing plan to build 
200,000 units to the meeting 
and faced a barrage of ques-
tions about the part of the 
plan concerning basement 
apartments.

“What is the status of 
the idea of legalizing ille-
gal basement apartments 
as part of this plan?” City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Fresh Meadows) asked 
at the meeting. “I think the 
plan overall is terrific and 
ambitious, and I’m excited 
about it, but that aspect of 
it is something that would 
concern people in Queens 
very much.

Been said the admin-
istration has not commit-
ted to legalizing basement 
apartments and that the 

plan will only require the 
issue be considered.

“The plan commits us 
to take a look at that issue 
to see if there are any ways 
in which that kind of hous-
ing could be made safe and 
legal,” she said.

A number of communi-
ty board chairpeople, whose 
boards passed resolutions 
against this aspect of the 
plan, sounded off about il-
legal basement apartments 
and probed Been about the 
administration’s plans con-
cerning the issue.

Boro leaders say no to basement apartments

Parks nix Woody McHale renaming

Cyberbully hits Whitestone students

Pols support Qns Library bill

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN
®

HuntingtonHelps.com

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 

skills, con idence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS
K-12 

 
 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
  

EXAM PREP

SAVE $100**

WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

.

Flushing: 

Rainsite: 
Poppenhusen Institute 114-04 14th Road

A FREE CONCERT 
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 

Beatles’ “Invasion” perfromed by “The Sessions”
At a beautiful waterfront setting

Date:        Sunday, June 1st

Time:        5:00 p.m. (Come early for some other fun activities)
Location:   Mac Neil Park (by the 5th Ave. & College Place ent.)
       College Point (easy access by Q25 bus)

Funded in part by the Honorable Borough President Melinda Katz and the New York City Dept. of 
Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, Councilman Vallone.  Sponsored by the 

New York City Dept. of Parks and Recreation, and Poppenhusen Institute.

Bring a chair or blanket.

For more information, contact us at poppenhusen@juno.com or 718–358–0067
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Bayside Bayside Paint Place

41-12 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361

718-352-5295

Can’t come to our store 
for great prices, service and 
the largest inventory in NY?

No worry ... We’ll come to you!
WE DELIVER to all of NYC & Long Island

CALL US FOR A FREE QUOTE: 
718-352-5295

Mention this ad and

.RECEIVE 10% OFF*
on your fi rst order

*Not applicable on Aura

We offer a complete line of Benjamin Moore® products

HOW THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IMPACTS OLDER ADULTS 
The Future of Medicare & Medicaid in New York

Hear From The Experts at FREE Flushing House Seminars

FREE Handouts, Refreshments For All Attendees
Call Robert Salant at 347–532–3025 to RSVP or: rsalant@uam.org

Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., Elder 
Law Attorney: Medicaid 
eligibility rules are rapidly 
changing. Fatoullah gives an 

overview of the Medicaid program and explains how 
to protect one’s assets in the event long-term health 
care is needed. He will also review fi ve essential 
legal documents that seniors should have—the 
importance of a 1. Last will and testament 2. Power 
of attorney 3. Health care proxy 4. Living will and 5. 
Living trust.

 

Maria Alvarez, Executive 
Director, NY StateWide 
Senior Action Council: Alvarez 
addresses the entire range of 

benefi ciary issues, i.e., how changes to coverage 
through Medicare, Managed Care and Medicaid, 
under new regulations of the ACA and Medicaid 
Re-Design/Expansion in New York, are impacting 
the scope, choice and delivery of benefi ts and services 
for older adults.

Ann-Margaret Carrozza, Esq., 
Elder Law Attorney: Seniors 
must know how to protect their 
homes. Carrozza explores asset 

protection trusts for the primary residence and estate 
tax planning, in light of Federal estate tax changes. 
She will also update seniors on how to get the long-
term care they need through Medicaid, while still 
protecting their assets.
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Police Commissioner 
William Bratton pledged 
to make collaboration the 
hallmark of his tenure at 
the Greater Jamaica Devel-
opment Corp. annual meet-
ing Wednesday afternoon.

Bratton told a crowded 
auditorium in the Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center 
that support from the city 
and the development cor-
poration helped initiate a 
steep dip in crime in south-
east Queens and said the 
Police Department sought 
to forge similar relation-
ships with communities 
across the city. 

“Neighborhoods like 
this –– Jamaica, Queens 
–– were being written off as 
passé, over,” Bratton said 
of crime ravaging neigh-
borhoods in the 1990s. “I 
don’t think there’s an area 
that has experienced more 
crime decline than this 
area... That didn’t just hap-

pen.” 
He said the NYPD has 

taken strides to repair re-
lations with minority com-
munities that had grown 
strained because of an over-
reliance on stop-and-frisk 
practices under former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 
Bratton noted the depart-
ment has taken steps to dis-
mantle a counterterrorism 
unit that Muslims thought 
was overreaching and had 
been the subject of a law-
suit. But he said further 
collaboration was still in 
order.

“If an inspector gen-
eral, if a racial profiling 
bill, if an empowered [Ci-
vilian Complaint Review 
Board] can raise the trust 
and respect between our 
residents for their Police 
Department, then that is a 
great investment,” he said. 
“Because the best way we 
can deal with crime and 
disorder ... is a community 
that is collaborating with 

its police force.”
The commissioner 

noted that an inspector 
general had been hired 

and would be staffed with 
50 personnel and 50 NYPD 
employees to supervise 
the NYPD. He said the city 

was also paying for a fed-
eral monitor mandated by 
a federal court case that 
found the NYPD’s use of 

stop-and-frisk was racially 
discriminatory and uncon-
stitutional. 

But Bratton said he 
was not thrilled with the 
City Council’s push to in-
clude 1,000 additional offi-
cers in the budget. He said 
it would take until July 2015 
to get any new hires out pa-
trolling streets and that the 
overtime his department 
now has in lieu of officers 
allows him to dispatch men 
and women with greater 
flexibility.

When asked how Brat-
ton would gauge progress 
on his community engage-
ment goal, the commis-
sioner said the department 
planned to have every pre-
cinct survey its commands 
beginning next week and 
seek feedback.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Police Commissioner Bill Bratton (l.) is introduced by Rev. Floyd Flake. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Bratton shares collaborative vision in Jamaica

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“We always heard that Calvary Hospital was the best at treating pain. 
But we had no idea you would relieve our family’s pain as well.”

“Before my sister Cookie arrived at Calvary with terminal lung cancer, 
we suffered the excruciating pain with her each and every day. But once 
at Calvary, they did everything to relieve her pain. And because of that, 
they also relieved our anxieties and mental anguish. She was treated 
with care, sensitivity, devotion and many hugs. And so were we. In her 
final days, you gave her peace, comfort and dignity, and allowed me 
to be her sister again. We knew that you had the reputation of being 
the very best there is at treating the pain of a patient. But what we 
never knew was that you are also the best at relieving the pain that 
we, Cookie’s family, had. You will always be more than just a hospital 
to us. You will always be a member of our family. Thank you, Calvary.”

- Lonnie Weigel

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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Classes offered:
Musical Theater ~ Jazz ~ Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~ Tap

Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Stretch & Strengthening ~ Improvisation ~ Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing

Acrobatics ~ Zumbatonic ~ Latin Dance ~ Mommy & Me ~ Combo Classes

All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes ~ Special Needs Classes

NEW Drama & Voice Lessons

132–11A 14th Avenue, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

AAccr

~ Tap~ Ta

~ Breakdancingkdkdada c ngancnciciningng

aasssseess

Registration Has Begun!!!
Registration Hours: Mon - Thurs 4pm-9pm, Fri 4pm-8pm & Sat 9am-3pm
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens Republicans 
say they are ready to school 
New York’s chief educator.

Between chants of 
“Retract the Safe Act” and 
“No more Common Core,” 
about 20 Republicans gath-
ered on the steps of Queens 
Borough Hall Tuesday to 
unveil a failing report card 
for Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

The GOP’s “interim 
performance evaluation” 
detailed the party’s dis-
agreements with several 
state policies, from the 
implementation of nation-
al curriculum standards 
called Common Core to gun 
control.

A few praised Cuomo’s 
Republican challenger Rob-
ert Astorino, but the rally 
focused on the current gov-
ernor’s perceived deficits.

“We are back again 
today to change the status 
Cuomo  and stop the decline 
of New York,” said Queens 
Village Republican Club 
President Phil Orenstein.

Cuomo’s office did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

Common Core con-
cerns topped the GOP’s 
mock interim performance 
evaluation.

John Concannon, a 
retired police captain who 
has unsuccessfully chal-
lenged City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
said Cuomo had not pushed 

to get enough educators 
with classroom experience 
on the state Board of Re-
gents or otherwise placed 
them at the helm of Com-
mon Core implementation.

Rosemary Serra, pres-
ident of the Nassau County 
Federation of Republican 
Women, said New York in-
vested more money per pu-
pil in education than most 
states, but still had a below 
average graduation rate.

“Something is wrong 
here. And we ask ourselves, 
what is our governor do-
ing?” she said.

Speakers denounced 
the Safe Act, which bans as-
sault weapons and requires 
mental health profession-
als to report clients they 
believe may be potentially 
violent to authorities so the 
clients’ gun licenses can be 
revoked.

“He, overnight, made 
felons out of law-abiding 
citizens here in the city,” 
Concannon said, emphasiz-
ing that he believed Cuomo 
pushed the legislation 
through after a gunman 
killed scores in Connecti-
cut’s Sandy Hook Elemen-

tary School without proper 
planning.

The GOP honed in 
on statistics from the Tax 
Foundation and the con-
servative-leaning Ameri-
can Legislative Exchange 
Counsel, which they said 
show New York has one of 
the highest tax burdens in 
the country. They said this 
ushered in an exodus of top 
earners and saddled the 
middle class with higher 
tax bills.

“Every other state is 
saying, ‘Thank God for New 
York’ ... because they’re not 
in last place. New York is,” 
Concannon said. “That ac-
tually puts a burden on the 
middle class, the working 
class.”

But Cuomo’s poorest 
investment was not making 
the Rockaway peninsula’s 
Superstorm Sandy recov-
ery enough of a priority, ac-
cording to Alan Zwirn.

“Why in the Jersey 
Shore is the boardwalk 
up?” said Zwirn, president 
of the Rockaway Republi-
can Club. “And we’re still 
three years away.”

Joseph Concannon holds Republicans’ interim performance re-
view of Gov. Andrew Cuomo. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Queens GOP leaders rip gov 
on education at Boro Hall

There are many reasons people of all 
ages do Pilates, including better sleep and 
better sex. What exactly is Pilates? Pilates 
is a core strengthening exercise technique.

The foundation of Pilates exercise is 
Core Strength. The core muscles are the 
deep, internal muscles of the abdomen and 
back. These muscles are trained in Pilates 
to be strong and efficient in doing their job, 
as a result of which they work in harmony 
with the superficial muscles of the trunk 
to support the spine and its movement. As 
core strength is developed, so is stability 
throughout the entire torso. This is one of 
the reasons why Pilates helps in overcom-
ing back pain. If the trunk is properly sta-
bilized, then the pressure on the back is 
relieved – resulting in free and efficient 
movement of the body.

Unlike some forms of exercise, Pilates 

does not over-develop some parts of the body 
and neglect others. While Pilates training 
focuses on core strength, it trains the body 
as an integrated whole. Pilates workouts 
promote strength and balanced muscle 
development as well as flexibility and in-
creased range of motion for the joints.

Whether you are a senior just starting 
to exercise, an elite athlete or somewhere 
in between, the foundations of Pilates 
movement apply to you. With thousands 
of possible exercises and modifications, 
Pilates workouts can be tailored to your 
individual needs.

In Pilates, we work toward a safe in-
crease in length and stretch of muscles 
and range of motion within the joints. 
You won’t find quite as much “pretzel 
logic” in Pilates as you might in yoga, but 
a body that can stretch and bend to meet 
the flow of life is a very realistic goal.

Good posture reflects good alignment 
that is supported by a strong core. It is a 
position from which one can move freely. 
Pilates trains the body to express itself 
with strength and harmony.

If you practice Pilates regularly, it 
will change your body. 

Known for creating long, strong mus-
cles and a leaner look; Pilates improves 
muscle tone, balances musculature, sup-
ports beautiful posture, and teaches you 
to move with ease and grace.

Bayside Pilates and Fitness 
(718) 662–6424
35-16 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 
BaysidePilatesAndFitness.com

We are dedicated to helping you im-
prove strength, flexibility, circulation and 
balance. We will help you tone and build 
lean muscle while flattening your abdomi-
nal area. Reduce stress, relax, and correct 
your posture as you straighten your spine.

A D V E R T O R I A L

Pilates and You

“On Memorial Day, we 
recognize and honor those 
who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our country, 
those who have proudly 
served, and those who 
wear the uniform today.”

MARK S. WEPRIN
Council Member
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Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Unfurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200
Offer expires Dec. 2014. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
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BY BILL PARRY

The life and legacy of the late 
Walter McCaffrey was celebrated 
in Woodside Saturday when the 
corner of 61st Street and Wood-
side Avenue was renamed in his 
honor.

Nearly 300 people watched 
as the sign for Walter McCaffrey 
Place was unveiled.

“The late Walter McCaffrey 
will never be forgotten,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “A Woodsider 
till the end, Walter never stopped 
advocating for his neighborhood 
and this district, setting a high 
bar for all elected officials who 
followed him in office.”

McCaffrey served the 26th 
District from 1985-2001, where 
he wrote landmark legislation 
requiring security cameras at 
ATMs. He was the lead sponsor of 
legislation banning or restricting 
adult establishments from resi-
dential neighborhoods and school 
areas.

McCaffrey died last July at 
age 64 after suffering from inju-
ries received in a car accident. He 
left the Council in 2001 because 
of term limits after serving for 16 
years.

“He was known as Mr. Wood-
side,” Borough President Melinda 
Katz said. “His funeral seemed 
like the end of an era because so 
much wisdom went with him.”

Katz joined a host of elected 
officials past and present, includ-
ing former Council Speaker Peter 
Vallone Sr., who said, “Walter was 
planted here to tell us what we did 
wrong.”

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said, “Walter 
fought for the people of Queens 
with great passion, leaving be-
hind a legacy of advocacy and 
accomplishment that improved 
the lives of middle-class families 
across the city.”

McCaffrey was also remem-
bered for being a supporter of 
community organizations which 
still provide quality services and 

programs, including Woodside on 
the Move and Sunnyside Commu-
nity Services.

“Our Center for Active Older 
Adults serves as a second home 
for over 200 seniors,” SCS Execu-

tive Director Judy Zangwill said. 
“We would not be able to wel-
come so many people were it not 
for Walter McCaffrey, who was 
instrumental in enabling us to 
build this center.”

Others had personal recol-
lections of the man. Democratic 
District Leader John Smyth re-
called that McCaffrey got him his 
first job in politics.

“I gave him my resume on a 
Monday, I interviewed with Tom 
Manton on Tuesday and started 
on Thursday,” Smyth said.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) called him a legend-
ary figure.

“He was one of the first po-
litical leaders who schooled me in 
Queens politics going back to ’88,” 
Gianaris said.

Bill Kregler, president of the 
NYC Fire Marshals Benevolent 
Association, said, “He represents 
a bygone era. If this was done 30 
years ago, it wouldn’t be out here 
in the street, it would be in a fine 
watering hole. That’s the kind of 
guy he was. He loved the FDNY 
and the FDNY loved him.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

Community leaders and elected officials view a sign renaming the intersection 
of 61st Street and Woodside Avenue Walter McCaffrey Place in honor of the late 
councilman. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Woodside street renamed for late Walter McCaffrey
Elected leaders from past and present join to honor a legendary fi gure in western Queens politics

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos courtesy FTH

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Nat Valentine
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CK Students Present Year Long 
Science Research

Christ the King Students presented their yearlong sci-
ence research at the school’s Science Research Sympo-
sium. The Advanced Research class allows juniors and 
seniors to conduct individual research in areas of interest 
in conjunction with St. Joseph’s College. The work is the 
presented at the NYC Science and Engineering Fair as well 
as the Intel Science Talent Search.

Students are also eligible for college credits, college 
scholarships and advanced college placement through their research projects.

The junior research projects were: Ion Degradation by Dominicl Makoki; Gram Negative Bacteria 
by Monica Cantos; Wind Energy by Stephen Lebak; Brain Functions: Short Term Memory and Spatial 
Reasoning Between Genders by Kevin Rodriguez & Kristin Tully; and The Effects of Caffeine on a Daily 
Basis by Sergio Velasquez.

The senior research projects were: Cloning by Christopher Coombs; Epigenetics, Gene Duplication 
and Hyper Mutation of Arabidopsis Thaliana by Kerry Mackey; Concussion Prevention; Football Helmet 
Reconstruction by Christian Nolasco; and The Effects of Stimulants and Depressants by Ashley Biondo.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School

Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 
is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!
New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

560 Northern Blvd., Great Neck
516-726-1771

* From select group 
of frames. Some 
Restrictions Apply: 
May not be com-
bined with any other 
offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insur-
ance plans... Coupon 
must be presented at time 
of sale. Thanks.

BUY 1 GET 1

We Accept 
GVS & 

Many Third 
Party, Union & 

Insurance 
Plans.

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 

w/Frames

$9999
Exam Extra

w/coupon, exp. 6-16-14

Buy One 
Get One Free

AND

$100 
OFF!*

COMPLETE PAIR 
OF GLASSES

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE 

LENSES

$16999*
w/coupon,

 exp. 6-16-14

When you 
purchase an 
Eye Exam, 
RECEIVE A 

FREE 
EYE EXAM 
for a friend or 
family 
member!
And receive 

$100 
OFF!*

LIMITED TIME 
OFFER

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., and Fri. 1030-530 
Tues. and Thurs. 1130-730 30-430We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside  
Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

h d f Q idscover the rewards of Qside
sa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa 
Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. 
**Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. §Choice of tv or tablet giveaway, only with purchase of vehicle, while supplies last. Must purchase and take 
immediate delivery of vehicle. Giveaway is not available on advertised specials. Giveaway Friday May 23-Monday, May 26, 2014. Must present ad at time of arrival. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.
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$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$14,995
CAMARO'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
42k miles, Stk#1196

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 

32k miles, Stk#1616
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2009 Acura TSX, 99k 3895 $11,995
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2012 Volkswagen Passat, 22k 4362 $13,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2011 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
    MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!  
 

MEMORIAL DAY
SAVING STARTS NOW!

AT MAJOR WORLD!AT MAJOR WORLD!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$103BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

ACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 1382, 3k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2011 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

Complimentary
40" LED HD
SMART TV

OR TABLET§
5/23-5/26/14

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. 
**Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. §Choice of tv or tablet giveaway, only with purchase of vehicle, while supplies last. Must purchase and take 
immediate delivery of vehicle. Giveaway is not available on advertised specials. Giveaway Friday May 23-Monday, May 26, 2014. Must present ad at time of arrival. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

FOR THE FIRST 10 CUSTOMERS TO PURCHASE A VEHICLE MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
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BY SHANICE PUNNETT

Summerstage, a program of 
the City Parks Foundation, kicks 
off in June in parks around the 
city with live performances from 
artists across various genres.

For one week in July, the 
sounds of hip hop, jazz, R & B 
and Latin music will fill Queens-
bridge Park in Long Island City. 

Each of the shows, includ-
ing an African-American dance 
troupe production, are curated by 
Erika Elliott, who serves as artis-
tic director of Summerstage.

“I am constantly scouting the 
next big, breaking act,” she said, 
“but always keeping in mind the 
legends that have laid the founda-
tion for each musical genre.”

Ismael Miranda, “El nino 
bonito de la salsa” — “the pretty 
boy of salsa” — gets things rolling 
with a show July 15 at 6 p.m.

The second event is a perfor-
mance by Washington, D.C.-based 
R&B vocalist J. Holiday. This is 
scheduled for July 16 at 7 p.m.

Next, hip-hop duo Mobb 
Deep in association with Lyricist 

Lounge, have a gig slated for July 
17 at 7 p.m.

On July 18, there will be a 
performance by the Harambee 
Dance Co. from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Harambee is Swahili for “let us 
pull together.” This company 
combines the essence of African 
and African-American dance and 
music and displays it from an in-
novative and contemporary per-
spective.

The 25-member company 

was founded in 1992 in Charles-
ton, S.C., by husband and wife 
team Sandella and Frank Malloy 
and in 1996 it  relocated to New 
York City.

The final event is a Queens 
Family Day: Jazz at Lincoln Cen-
ter Orchestra/Rashida Bumbray /
Michael Mossman and Copland 
Jazz. This is scheduled for July 
20, at4 p.m.

It is in association with the 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts at 

Queens College. The Jazz at Lin-
coln Center Orchestra features 15 
of the finest jazz soloists and en-
semble players today. This versa-
tile orchestra performs and leads 
educational events in New York, 
across the country and around 
the world in concert halls, jazz 
clubs, public parks and dance 
venues.

Rashida Mumbray is a cho-
reographer and curator. She com-
bines dance, visual art and music 
in her work.

Michael Mossman is a com-
poser and arranger who has been 
on the international scene since 
age 17. He was nominated for a 
2013 Grammy Award for Best In-
strumental Arrangement and has 
composed and arranged for many 
orchestras and artists, including 
the Philadelphia and Carnegie 
Hall Jazz orchestras and Tito 
Puente.

“Over the years, I have 
formed wonderful working rela-
tionships with agents, managers 
and others in the industry,” El-
liott said. “Through these trusted 
connections, I take in many ideas 

for artists, then work on the com-
plex task of choosing an eclec-
tic mix that best represents the 
unique Summerstage brand that 
audiences have come to love.”

Elliot also aims to connect 
artists with neighborhoods they 
came from or have a particular 
connection to.

Summerstage has been 
around for 29 seasons and will be 
celebrating its 30th anniversary 
in 2015. As for the turnout, Elliot 
said it is always great because of 
the strength of the programming 
and the fact that it is a globally 
recognized festival.

“In all of the locations where 
we program, we attract thousands 
of people,” she said. “At many of 
our locations where we produce 
shows in Queens, we have been 
known to fill the park with our 
large audience. We are looking 
forward to another successful 
run of shows in parks throughout 
the borough.”

All events are free. For more 
information on these and more 
events, visit summerstage.org 
and click “View full calendar.”

Sounds of the season to fi ll Queensbridge 
No matter what your musical tastes, Park’s Summerstage brings it to Long Island City during July 

Michael Jackson impersonator Jeffrey Perez (l.) greets the crowd at 
Queensbridge Park during City Parks Foundation’s SummerStage Kids Annual 
Queens Family Day last year.

One of last year’s SummerStage concerts was held beside the Ed-Koch Queensboro Bridge in Long Island City.
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Greetings From

SUMMER CAMP

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
58-20 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck NY 11362
www.sfysummercamps.org

Camp Open Houses & Tours

I     SFY DAY CAMP

 Low Camper / Staff Ratios
 Customizable Session Options
 Camps for Children with Special 
Needs 
 Elective Programming 

 Extended Hours (AM/PM) 
 Transportation Options 
 Indoor & Outdoor Programs 
 Exciting Trips & Travel Options
 1199, ACD, & HRA Accepted

Sign Up 

NOW

LIMITED TIME ONLY

For 

Discounted Pricing

Our Teen Camp girls 

always stop to smile for a 

pic on the road.

The members of the Junior Camp Art 

Elective show off their gorgeous creations.

Sports Camp shows us the meaning of 
teamwork.

Sunday, June 8, 2014
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

at the Henry Kaufmann Campground 
75 Colonial Springs Road
Wheatley Heights, NY

Early Childhood
AT SAMUEL FIELD Y

Little Neck 
58-29 Little Neck Parkway

Little Neck, NY 11362

718.225.6750 x246

Bay Terrace Center 
212-00 23 Avenue 

Bayside, NY 11360 

718.423.6111 x225

www.sfy.org

NURTURING, STIMULATING &EDUCATIONALLY ENRICHING PROGRAMS
SUMMER CAMP & NURSERY SCHOOL  

58-20 LITTLE NECK PARKWAY, LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

Register for

Summer Camp

REDUCED 

RATES

Exceptional Experiences 

for Children, 2-5 years old 

TODDLER PROGRAMS        NURSERY SCHOOL

FULL DAY CHILDCARE     SUMMER PROGRAMS

UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN!
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GrowNYC’s Greenmarket program has organized 
farmers’ markets across the fi ve boroughs 
since 1976. Some markets also provide recycling 
options for textiles and rechargeable batteries 
along with composting.

Astoria
When: Wednesdays, 8 am - 3 pm, from July 9 to 
Nov. 26
Where: 14th Street between 31st Avenue and 31st 
Road
The Astoria market accepts EBT/Food 
Stamps

Corona
When: Fridays, 8 am - 3 pm, from June 11 to Nov. 
21
Where: 103rd Street and Roosevelt Avenue
Corona’s market accepts EBT/Food Stamps, 
and offers textile and rechargeable battery 
recycling.

Elmhurst Hospital
When: Tuesdays, 8 am - 4 pm, from June 3 to 
Dec. 23
Where: 41st Avenue between 80th and 81st 
streets
This market accepts EBT/Food Stamps.

Forest Hills
When: Sundays, 8 am - 3 pm, year round
Where: 70th Avenue and Queens Boulevard, Post 
Offi ce
EBT/Food Stamps accepted. Compost drop-
off and textile and rechargeable battery 
recycling are also available.

Jackson Heights
When: Sundays, 8 am - 3 pm, year round
Where: 34th Avenue and 78th Street
EBT/Food Stamps accepted. Compost drop-
off and textile and rechargeable battery 
recycling are also available.

Socrates Sculpture Park
When: Saturdays, 8 am - 4 pm, June 7 to Nov. 22

Where: Vernon Boulevard and Broadway
This market accepts EBT/Food Stamps. 
Composting and rechargeable battery 
recycling are also available.

Sunnyside 
When: Saturdays, 8 am - 3 pm, through Dec. 20
Where: Skillman Avenue between 42nd and 43rd 
streets
EBT/Food Stamps accepted. Compost drop-off 
and textile and rechargeable battery recycling 
are also available.
The borough also hosts three youth-run markets 
on Saturdays during the summer. 

Long Island City
When: Saturdays, 9 am - 4pm,  July 12 to Nov. 22
Where: 48th Avenue and Vernon Boulevard
This market accepts EBT/Food Stamps

Ridgewood
When: Saturdays, 9 am - 4pm, July 12 to Nov. 22
Where: Cypress and Myrtle avenues
The market accepts EBT/Food Stamps

Rockaway Beach
When: Saturdays, 11 am - 3 pm, July 12 to Aug. 30
Where: Rockaway Beach Boulevard and Beach 
67th Street
This market accepts EBT/Food Stamps. 

farmer’s market

String beans and other vegetables are often 
available at the Hall of Science’s greenmarket.

Chavely Reynoso, (r.) a student at Bushwick High School’s Urban Planning Academy, hands over pro-
duce to customers at Ridgewood Greenmarket, located at the intersections of Myrtle and Cypress 
Avenues.

Northeastern ABC’s 2014
6th Annual Essay Competition

CONTEST
DEADLINE!

July 31, 2014

PRIZES!!*
1ST PRIZE

 iPad OR $500.00 toward 
private school tuition for Fall 2014 semester 
plus $200.00 American Express Gift Card

2ND PRIZE
$400.00 American Express Gift Card

3RD PRIZE
$150.00 American Express Gift Card

Hey Kids!!
It’s the Northeastern ABC’s
Annual Essay Competition!

RULES AND REGULATIONS:
Books are available at Northeastern ABC and must be 

purchased at the store or online by selecting Northeastern.

10–12 YEARS OLD: Mr. Creator’s Borrowed Brown Hands
13–14 YEARS OLD: Convicted

 name, age, address, church (if applicable). A proof 
 of purchase receipt from Northeastern ABC must be 
 attached.

 done, the essay will be disqualifi ed.

 hand delivered to:
email: sgordon@northeastern.org

(please put “essay competition” in the subject line)
mail/deliver:

For questions or additional information, phone:

Stacy (ext. 2205) or Julie Ann (ext. 2201) 
718-291-8006

Why not try it? You might win!!

$12.99
less 15%

JUDGING:
Essays will be 
judged on:

 (15)

 (30)

 learned from 
 story (25)

PLEASE NOTE: Prizes are for both categories. 
Tuition payment, if chosen, will be paid directly to the institution.

$16.99
less 20%
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ROBERT MANN DANCE COMPANY
Auditions & Fall Class Placement will be held at the 2014 Dance Intensive

All Company classes & 50th Company membership is FREE!

214-10 41st Ave, Bayside, NY 11361
718-225-3696
www.robertmanndance.comCENTRE

MANN 
ROBERT

DANCE

2014 DANCE INTENSIVE  REGISTER TODAY

Be part of the 

50th Anniversary Celebration!

PETITE INTENSIVE WORKSHOP 
(Ages 7–9)

Tuesday, May 27th – Friday, May 30th

4pm – 7pm

INTENSIVE FEE $125

JUNIOR INTENSIVE WORKSHOP 
(Ages 10–13)

Tuesday, May 27th – Friday, May 30th

4pm – 7pm

INTENSIVE FEE $125

TEENS & SENIOR INTENSIVE 
WORKSHOP (Ages 14 & over)

Monday, June 2nd – Friday, June 6th

4pm – 8pm

INTENSIVE FEE $195
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

If it’s summer in Queens, 
then the borough’s parks are 
once again filled with free 
Shakespeare, courtesy of Hip to 
Hip Theatre Co.

Now in its eighth season, the 
Woodside-based theater group — 
founded by husband-and-wife 
acting team Jason and Joy Marr 
— kicks things off July 23 at 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
with “Cymbeline.”

One of the bard’s later 
works, “Cymbeline” may not 
have the name recognition of a 
“King Lear” or “Macbeth,” but it 
fits nicely into Hip to Hip’s mis-
sion of balancing a silly comedy 
with something more dramatic.

“There is definitely a dark 
side to it. But it’s similar to the 
dark side of a fairy tale,” Jason 
Marr said. “And we had a deci-
sion to make. Do we start recy-
cling titles or do we begin work-

ing through the canon?”
This year’s silliness comes 

by way of “Two Gentlemen of Ve-

rona,” which has its first perfor-
mance July 24 at Crocheron Park 
in Bayside. 

Considered by scholars to be 
Shakespeare’s first full-length 
play, “Two Gentlemen of Vero-
na” tells the story of the foolish 
way people in love usually act. 
Hip to Hips plans on staging the 

comedy in the classic Commedia 
dell’arte style, including the use 
of stock characters in masques. 

The titles may be new, but at 
least one encore from last sum-
mer is on tap, the Kids and the 
Classics program. 

Offered 30 minutes prior 
to each performance, the work-
shops geared for children include 
games and word play to help the 
younger audience members get a 
better grasp of the language and 
story line. 

But the program earned 
praise from the older audience 
members as well.

“We had a lot of good feed-
back from parents that they en-
joyed the opportunity to brush 
up on their Shakespeare, too,” 
said Marr.

During the 2013 season, al-
most 500 kids received a certifi-
cate after completing the course, 
said Managing Director Guy 
Ventoliere.

Ventoliere, who oversees the 

pre-curtain children’s program, 
plans on tinkering a bit with the 
format after making changes on 
the spot in 2013. 

“Last year we got the older 
kids to work with us and help the 
younger ones,” Ventoliere said. 
“When you have a 5-year-old and 
a teenager show up, you have to 
do that.”

Another change on tap for 
this year includes the addition 
of a welcome tent, flags and 
sandwich boards advertising 
the show at park entrances, all 
of which will create a festival-
like atmosphere, the organizers 
hope. 

“It will create a cohesion to 
the event,” Marr said. “The au-
dience will feel they are part of 
something.”

The experience will be more 
than that of just attending a play, 
Ventoliere said. 

“It’s an event,” Marr said.

SCHEDULE:
“Cymbeline” 
July 23, 7 p.m., Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
July 26, 7 p.m., St. Albans Park 
July 30, 7 p.m., Voelker Orth Museum 
Aug. 1, 7 p.m., Sunnyside Gardens Park
Aug. 3, 4:30 p.m., Socrates Sculpture 
Park 
Aug. 7, 7 p.m., Crocheron Park 
Aug. 9, 7 p.m., Gantry Plaza State Park 
Aug. 14, 7:30 p.m., Cunningham Park

“Two Gentlemen of Verona” 
July 24, 7 p.m., Crocheron Park
July 25, 7 p.m., Lost Battalion Rec 
Center
July 31, 7:30 p.m., Cunningham Park
Aug. 2, 7 p.m., Gantry Plaza State Park
Aug. 6, 7 p.m., Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Aug. 8, 7 p.m., Sunnyside Gardens Park
Aug. 10, 4:30 p.m., Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Aug. 13, 7 p.m., Voelker Orth Museum

Summer in the borough means Shakespeare
Queens-based Hip to Hip Theatre Co. returns with ‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’ and ‘Cymbeline’

It will create a 
cohesion to the 

event. The audience 
will feel they are 

part of something.
Jason Marr

Summer Entertainment 
Lineup

The Home Of Euro-Soul Cuisine

Situated on the border of Queens and Long Island is New York’s Newest upscale dining and ultra lounge. Pa-Nash is quickly becoming the talk of 
the town. They offer a unique Eurosoul Menu which is a Mediterranean and Moroccan fl are fused with Caribbean and Soul Food fl avors.

Open for Dinner Tues. - Thurs 5pm - 10pm, Fri & Sat 5pm-12am. Lounge Open Weds - Sat. 9pm - 2am with entertainment each night.
Come see what everyone is talking about and you too will “Live Life With A Dash Of Pa-Nash!”

www.panashnyc.com

Upscale & Stylish Dining 
is Now in Southeast Queens

Sunday Brunch Upscale Dress Code 
Fully Enforced

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
144–14 243rd Street
Rosedale, NY 11422

Tel: 718–978–6094
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Borrow a 

Google Nexus 

Tablet at  

Queens Library!

FREE!
Easy to use, for  
beginners and  
experienced users.

Available at: 
Queens Library at Arverne  

312 Beach 54 Street

Queens Library at Broad Channel  

16-26 Cross Bay Boulevard

Queens Library at Central  

89-11 Merrick Boulevard, Jamaica

Queens Library at Far Rockaway  

1637 Central Avenue

Queens Library at Howard Beach  

92-06 156th Avenue

Queens Library at Seaside  

116-15 Rockaway Beach Boulevard

Queens Library for Teens  

2002 Cornaga Avenue

Queens Library at Peninsula  

92-25 Rockaway Beach Boulevard

Take it home. 
Discover!

Explore! 

www.queenslibrary.org
Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system.

Thank you Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York 

Department of State and Google Inc. for donating Google 

Tablets to Queens Library for customers to borrow.

NOW! 
At Central  

Library  
in Jamaica 
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Birding: Hawk Watch
When: Saturday, May 31, at 11 
am
Where: Hoyt Avenue North and 
19th Street, Astoria
Cost: Free
All skill levels of bird watchers 
are invited to join the Urban 
Park Rangers at this event. 

Fitness Fun Day
When: Saturday, May 31, at 
noon
Where: Roy Wilkins Recreation 
Center, Merrick and Baisley 
boulevards, Jamaica
Cost: Free
A day for families to take part 
in competitive games, sports 
and fi tness activities. 

Bonkerz the Clown
When: Saturday, May 31, at 2 pm 
and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Forest Hills
Cost: Free
The Brooklyn clown brings his 
jokes and magic to Queens.

JUNE

Kayaking and Canoeing
When: Select Saturdays and 
Sundays beginning June 1, from 
1 pm - 5 pm

MAY

World’s Fair Train Show
When: Saturday, May 24 
through Monday, May 26, from 
10 am - 5 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Included in garden 
admission, $4/adults, $3/
seniors, $2/students and 
children 3 to 12
G scale model trains travel 
through an outdoor display, 
including a miniature World’s 
Fair Unisphere. 

Free Fitness: Yoga 
When: Saturdays through Sept. 
27, at 9:30 am and 11 am; and 
Sundays through Sept. 28, at 
10 am
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
These one-hour, drop-in yoga 
classes are designed for 
all experience levels. Wear 
comfortable clothing and bring 
a mat or towel.

Saturday Sculpture 
Workshops
When: Saturdays through Sept. 
27, at noon
Where:  Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
A different artist working in 
a variety of mediums leads 
these weekly workshops for 
children ages 5 to 13 and their 
families. Groups of 10 or more 
should call (718) 956-1819 one 
week prior to event they wish 
to attend.

Memorial Day Fair
When: Saturday, May 24, from 
noon - 5 pm, Rain date is May 25
Where: Sunnyside Gardens 
Park, 48-21 39th Ave., Sunnyside
A day of family fun with 
performances from a Dixieland 
band and clown magician. 
Other activities include carnival 
games, face painting, bouncy 
houses, rock-climbing wall, 
bake sale, old-fashioned BBQ 
and more. 

Historic New York: The 
World’s Fair
When: Saturday, May 24, at 1 pm
Where: Unisphere. Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
The Urban Park Rangers lead 
a tour focusing on the historic 

sites from both Fairs. 

Omar’s Summer Blast-Off
When: Saturday, May 24, from 2 
pm - 6 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
near Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Forest Park Drive
Cost: Free
Get the season started with live 
DJ music, dance contest, games 
and a magic show by Omar 
Olusion. The entertainment is 
free, but for a fee you can also 
ride the carousel.

Music in the Garden: 
John Yao and His 17-Piece 
Instrument
When: Saturday, May 24, at 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St, Flushing
Cost: Included with admission, 
$4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/
students and children 3 to 12
A concert of lively jazz by 
trombonist, composer and 
arranger Yao. 

Sunday Tai Chi
When: Sundays through Sept. 
28, at 11 am
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Certifi ed instructors from the 
Taoist Tai Chi Society of the USA 
lead these hour-long classes.

Oracabessa Festival 
When: Monday, May 26, gates 
open at noon
Where: Roy Wilkins Park, 
Merrick and Baisley boulevards, 
Jamaica
Cost: $40
The inaugural event is 
billed as a Celebration of 
Caribbean Culture and includes 
performances by Tessanne 
Chin, Assassin, Konshens and 
Beenieman. There will also be 
Caribbean food, dance, comedy, 
fashion, gospel and more. 

Skats the Clown
When: Monday, May 26, at 2 pm 
and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park
Cost: Free
Skats the Clown has been 
entertaining audiences with his 
confusing style of comedy for 
nearly two decades.

Shape Up NYC: Couch to 5K
When: Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 6 pm through 
July 9
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, 131-40 Fowler Ave., 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free

A beginner program for 
aspiring runners, includes 
running, walking and 
conditioning exercises. 

Fitness Walk at Joe Michaels 
Mile
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays 
through Oct. 16, at 9 am
Where: Western entrance to 
Joe Michaels Mile in Crocheron 
Park
This adult fi tness walking 
program happens twice a 
week and does not require 
registration.

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Wednesdays, May 28 to 
July 30, from 7 pm - 8:30 pm 
Where: Little Bay Park, Cross 
Island Parkway near the 
Clearview Expressway
Cost: Free
Northeast Queens Parks holds 
weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons. At the July 30 fi nale, a 
live band will perform.

Movie at Crocheron Park
When: Friday, May 30, at 8 pm
Where: Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue, Bayside
Cost: Free
Bring a low chair or blanket to 
watch the family movie “Super 
Buddies.”

Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Astoria Boaters and LIC 
Community Boathouse offer 
free kayaking and canoeing 
(tide and weather permitting) 
from Socrates Sculpture Park 
Beach at Hallets Cove. All 
ages welcome, children under 
18 must be accompanied 
by a parent or guardian. No 
prior boating experience is 
necessary. Participants sign 
up on a fi rst-come, fi rst-serve 
basis. New this year, life 
preservers will be available 
for your pets who want to 
come along. For updated 
weather cancellations, check 
licboathouse.org beginning 
two hours prior to a scheduled 
event.

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Mondays, from June 2 to 
July 7, from 6 pm - 7:30 pm
Where: Wallenberg Square 
in Forest Park, Metropolitan 
Avenue and Park Lane South, 
Forest Hills
Cost: Free
Weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons.

“Little Red’s Hood” 
When: Thursday, June 5, at 
noon
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center, 93-29 
Queens Blvd., Rego Park
Cost: Free
The CityParks PuppetMobile 
presents an updated version of 
“Little Red Riding Hood” with a 
dozen hand-made marionettes. 

Summer Reading Kickoff
When: Thursday, June 5, from 
12:30 pm - 4 pm
Where: Children’s Library 
Discovery Center, 89-11 Merrick 
Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: Free
The Queens Library kicks off 
its Summer Reading 2014 with 
activities, music, arts and 
crafts, face-painting and more. 
Summers reading activities 
will take place in every Queens 
Library branch this summer. 

“A Year With Frog and Toad”
When: Thursday, June 5, at 6 
pm
Where: Jackson Pond 
Playground in Forest Park, 
Forest Hills
Cost: Free
Plaza Theatrical Productions 
presents this live performance 
about four seasons of 
friendship and life lessons. 
Appropriate for all ages.

“Little Red’s Hood” 
When: Friday, June 6, at noon
Where: Bowne Park, Flushing

Cost: Free
The CityParks PuppetMobile 
presents an updated version of 
“Little Red Riding Hood” with a 
dozen hand-made marionettes.

Movie Night
When: Friday, June 6, beginning 
at 5 pm
Where: Rochdale Park, 
Rochdale Village
Cost: Free
Start off the evening with 
crafts and games followed 
by a screening of “Frozen” at 
sundown — approximately 7:30 
pm. Bring a blanket or low chair. 

Movie at Crocheron Park
When: Friday, June 6, 8 pm
Where: Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue, Bayside
Cost: Free
“Brave”

It’s My Park Day
When: Saturday, June 7, from 9 
am - 3 pm
Where: Various locations, 
including Park of the Americas 
in Corona, Corona Plaza, Phil 
Scooter Rizzuto Park, Hunter’s 
Point South Park, MacNeil Park
Volunteer with local civic 
organizations to pick up trash, 
weed the grassy areas and 
paint fences.

Hike the Vanderbilt Motor 
Parkway
When: Saturday, June 7, 11 am
Where: Cunningham Park, 
exact location available after 
participants register for event.
Cost: Free, but registration 
required
The Urban Park Rangers lead a 
hike from Cunningham to Alley 
Pond parks along the private 
road built by the Vanderbilt 
family in 1908. Register at nyc.
gov/parks/rangers/register.

LIC Bike Parade
When: Saturday, June 7, 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
The 7th annual LIC bike 
parade invites children 
and families to repair their 
bikes, get free helmets and 
fi ttings, and decorate their 
bikes with Socrates artists. 
As part of the festivities, 
the 2nd annual Northwest 
Queens Food Day includes 
cooking demonstrations, youth 
planting workshops and more. 
For more information visit 
socratessculpturepark.org. 

Community Conversations 
for Kids: Environmental 
Stewardship
When: Saturday, June 7, 1 pm
Where: Kingsland Homestead, 

Bayside resident Katherine Kondyuk swings Dmitriy Still, 3 1/2, dur-
ing a dance class at Little Bay Park in Bayside. The class was part 
of the Parks Department’s Dancing under the Stars series. 

summer calendar
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CUSTOM CAKES & DESSERTS
Catering for Weddings, Birthdays, Graduations, Baby Showers & More

917-434-1756
www.OneLoveCakery.com
info@onelovecakery.com

One   Love
Cakery

Join us on our amazing city view rooftop for...

Salute the sparkling city skyline during a rooftop yoga series in partnership with 

Yoga Instructor, Dina Ivas. Classes offered fi rst Tuesday of the month from June to 

September 2014 beginning at 7:30 pm. 

Cost of one-hour class is $25; includes skinny cocktails & light bites following the 

session until 9:30 pm. 

Space is limited. Reserve in advance 212.319.7000
Class dates: June 3, July 1, August 5, September 2

Rooftop Sunset Yoga    
There is no better place 

to see the largest fi reworks 
display in the world 
on the East River!

Celebrates 
Macy’s Fireworks 

Spectacular!

Spend Fourth of July with the Z NYC Hotel 

Z Roof hosts the Ultimate Fourth of July Extravaganza! 
Join us for a rooftop picnic at 3pm featuring American fare & two patriotic cocktails. 

Price is $125 per person plus tax and service charge.  
Space is limited. Call to book in advance 212.319.7000

11-01 43RD AVE LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101 / 212.319.7000 / WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

NYCHESSKIDS
Chess School of America

40-20 235 Street Douglaston, NY 11363
LIRR Douglaston (Pt. Washington branch)

SIBLING 
DISCOUNT

10%

EARLYBIRD 
DISCOUNT 

before 
June 16

Open to ALL Students 4 - 12 years old
(Beginners to Advanced Players)

Children can enjoy a full range of sport activities such as 
Tennis, Basketball, Baseball & Soccer during their breaks. 

Lunch, Snack & Water will be provided. All classrooms AIR CONDITIONED!

TO REGISTER: www.NYChesskids.com

Call: 212.414.4130

Summer Chess Camp - 3 Weeks
July 14 - August 1, 2014

Full Day: 9AM - 5PM

Half Day: Morning Session: 9AM - 1PM

Afternoon Session: 1PM - 5PM
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143-35 37th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Karyn Mooney will guide 
children and their families 
through a discussion of 
Jeanette Winter’s book 
“Wangari’s Trees of Peace.” A 
planting activity will follow. 

The Spectacular Magic Shawn
When: Saturday, June 7, at 2 pm 
and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Forest Hills
Cost: Free
Magic Shawn will amaze both 
children and adults, who will be 
asking, “how did he do that?”

Community Volunteer Day at 
Queens Botanical Garden
When: Sunday, June 8, from 10 
am - 1 pm
Where: QBG, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free, but register by 
June 2
Help keep QBG clean and green 
during this cleanup day. 

Historic New York: The 
General Slocum Disaster
When: Sunday, June 8, 1 pm
Where: Astoria Park, 19th and 
Hoyt avenues
Cost: Free, but registration is 
required
A historic walking tour will 
focus on the steamboat General 
Slocum disaster of June 15, 
1904, when within 20 minutes 
of the boat catching fi re, more 
than 1,000 people died. Register 
at nyc.gov/parks/rangers/
register.

Artists at Noguchi: Bang on a 
Can Music Series
When: Sunday, June 8, at 3 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/NYC high 
school students with ID and 
children under 12
The fourth annual summer 
music series performed in the 
museum’s sculpture garden 
opens with electric guitar 
quartet Dither.

“Little Red’s Hood” 
When: Monday, June 9, at 11 am
Where: Baisley Pond Park, 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
The CityParks PuppetMobile 
presents an updated version of 
“Little Red Riding Hood” with a 
dozen hand-made marionettes.

“Little Red’s Hood” 
When: Tuesday, June 10, at 11 am
Where: Detective Keith Williams 

Park, Jamaica
Cost: Free
The CityParks PuppetMobile 
presents an updated version of 
“Little Red Riding Hood” with a 
dozen hand-made marionettes.

“Little Red’s Hood” 
When: Wednesday, June 11, at 
noon
Where: A.R.R.O.W. Field House, 
Astoria
Cost: Free
The CityParks PuppetMobile 
presents an updated version of 
“Little Red Riding Hood” with a 
dozen hand-made marionettes.

“Little Red’s Hood” 
When: Thursday, June 12, 6 pm
Where: Dry Harbor Playground, 
Forest Park, Forest Hills
Cost: Free
The CityParks PuppetMobile 
presents an updated version of 
“Little Red Riding Hood” with a 
dozen hand-made marionettes.

Movie at Crocheron Park
When: Friday, June 13, 8 pm
Where: Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue, Bayside
Cost: Free
“Tangled”

Queens & Brooklyn Jazz 
Party
When: Friday, June 13, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/adults, $10/members 
and students
The Queens Jazz Overground 
invites its Brooklyn 
counterparts for a jazz party 
and performances. 
Friends of Fort Totten Parks 
Family Day
When: Saturday, June 14, from 
noon - 3 pm
Where: Along 33rd Road 
between 214th and 215th places, 
Bayside
Cost: Free
An afternoon of activities, 
games, rides and crafts for the 
whole family. 

Jesse Jams Sing Along
When: Saturday, June 14, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Forest Hills
Cost: Free
Jesse and her guitar provide an 
eclectic mix of children’s music, 
original songs and popular 
music for many genres. 

QBG Craft Table at The Shops 
at Skyview Center 
When: Sunday, June 15, from 2 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Skyview Center, 40-24 
College Point Blvd.

Cost: Free
Celebrate the arrival of summer 
by making colorful twig chimes.

Music in the Garden: Quintet 
of the Americas
When: Sunday, June 15, at 2:30 
pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Concert is included in 
Garden admission, $4/adults, 
$3/seniors and $2/students and 
children.
The Latin American Cultural 
Center of Queens presents 
the music of Quintet of the 
Americas. Seating is on a fi rst-
come basis.

“Little Red’s Hood” 
When: Tuesday, June 17, at 
noon
Where: Juniper Valley Park, 
Middle Village
Cost: Free
The CityParks PuppetMobile 
presents an updated version of 
“Little Red Riding Hood” with a 
dozen hand-made marionettes.

“The Lions Whiskers” 
When: Thursday, June 19, 6 pm
Where: Jackson Pond 
Playground, Forest Park, Forest 
HIlls
Cost: Free
Catskill Puppet Theatre 
presents the musical 
adaptation of a traditional folk 
tale. 

It’s My Park Day at Astoria 
Park
When: Saturday, June 21, from 
10 am - 1 pm
Where: Astoria Park, Shore 
Boulevard, Astoria
Join the Astoria Park Alliance 
to pick up litter and clean the 
park’s shoreline.

Summer Solstice Festival

When: Saturday, June 21, from 
noon - 4 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
Rufus King Park, Jamaica
Cost: Free
A family event to welcome in 
the summer on the longest day 
of the year. Make ice cream the 
old-fashioned way, create sun-
inspired art and crafts and play 
historic games. 

The Sammie & Tudie Show
When: Saturday, June 21, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Forest Hills
Cost: Free
Sammie and Tudie entertain 
parents and kids alike with their 
signature brand of silliness.

Queens Council on the Arts 
Block Party
When: Saturday, June 21, from 
4 pm - 10 pm
Where: Kaufman Astoria Studio, 
36th Street and 35th Avenue
Cost: $35/adults, Free/children 
under 12
A evening of art, music, food 
and movie screenings from the 
Sparrow Film Project, The Rural 
Route and Queens World fi lm 
festivals. Proceeds benefi t the 
QCA’s High School to Art School 
scholarship program. 

Summer Solstice Celebration
When: Saturday, June 21, 5 pm 
– Dusk
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
The annual Summer Solstice 
Celebration organized by 
Socrates Sculpture Park, 
Free Style Arts Association, 
Materials for the Arts, The 
Noguchi Museum and Queens 
Museum, welcomes the arrival 
of summer with art workshops, 

face painting, picnics, and 
a solstice ritual performed 
by Urban Shaman Mama 
Donna. This year, Norte Maar 
presents an evening of site-
specifi c sound performances 
throughout the park. Other 
performers include Tristan 
Perch; the trio of Lesley 
Flanigan, Maria Chavez, and 
MV Carbon; Audra Wolowiec; 
and a special performance of 
David Tudor’s Rainforest I by 
Composers Inside Electronics; 
Andrew Hurst and Shona 
Masarin.

Family Camping
When: Saturday, June 21, at 
6 pm
Where: Alley Pond Park, 
Douglaston
Cost: Free, but spaces are 
chosen by lottery.
The Urban Rangers will lead 
a group of families in an 
overnight camping adventure. 
Tents will be provided. Visit nyc.
gov/parks/rangers/register by 
June 11 to enter the lottery for 
a space.

Festival de las Flores and 
Summer Solstice Celebration
When: Sunday, June 22, from 11 
am - 6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors 
and $2/students and children. 
A $10 parking fee will also be 
in effect.
The Colombian tradition of 
creating silletos, or large 
medallions from fl owers, comes 
to the QBG. There will be music 
and dance performances, face 
painting and old-fashioned 
games. 

Hike Forest Park
When: Sunday, June 22, at 1 pm
Where: Forest Park Visitor 

Center, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive
Cost: Free
The Urban Rangers will lead a 
hike through Forest Park. 

History and Highlights of a 
World’s Fair
When: Sunday, June 22, from 
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Where: Kingsland Homestead, 
143-35 37th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $8/adults, $5/students, 
seniors and Historical Society 
Members
The Queens Historical Society 
welcomes World’s Fair Historian 
Pierre Montiel for a discussion 
about the 1939 Fair.

Lawn Concert
When: Sunday, June 22, from 6 
pm - 8 pm
Where: Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue and the Cross Island 
Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
The Bayside Historical Society 
sponsors this outdoor concert. 
Rain date is June 29. 

“Little Red’s Hood” 
When: Tuesday, June 24, at 
9:45 am
Where: Beach 17th Street and 
the Boardwalk, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
The CityParks PuppetMobile 
presents an updated version of 
“Little Red Riding Hood” with a 
dozen hand-made marionettes.

Movie at Sobelsohn Park
When: Thursday, June 26, at 
6 pm
Where: Sobelsohn Park in 
Forest Park, Kew Gardens
Cost: Free
The live action version of “101 
Dalmatians.”

Astoria residents Roberto Bermeo and Sylvia Gonzlalez, 11, take advantage of the Long Island City Community Boathouse’s free kayaking 
in the East River near Socrates Sculpture Park.

summer calendar
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NATIONAL PARKS

Breezy Point 
Part of the Gateway National 
Recreation Area, this park 
covers the extreme western 
end of the Rockaway Peninsula 
and is home to nesting colonies 
of a variety of endangered and 
threatened birds. Recreation in 
this area is limited to fi shing.
After Hurricane Sandy, some 
areas of the park remain 
closed. For updates, call 718-
318-4340 or use the National 
Park Service or Friends of 
Gateway Recreation Area 
Web sites at www.nps.gov/ or 
treebranch.org/.

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Part of the Gateway National 
Recreation Area, the refuge 
covers over 9,000 acres and 
offers more than 5 miles of 
trails. The park, on the eastern 
fl yway of migrating birds, is a 
favorite of birdwatchers. 
After Hurricane Sandy, some 
areas of the park remain 
closed. For more info, call chief 
ranger, Gateway NRA 718-318-
4340
Visit the National Park 
Service or Friends of Gateway 
Recreation Area Web sites.

Jacob Riis Park
Part of the Gateway National 
Recreation Area, this park 
on the Rockaway peninsula 
features a mile of beach and 
boardwalk, a pitch- and- putt 
course and a public pool. The 
park also offers facilities for 
softball, baseball, football, 
rugby, paddle ball and handball.
The park’s bathhouse and 
outdoor clock have been city 
landmarks since the 1930s and 
the entire park is listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places.
Parking is available; a fee is 
charged in the summer.

STATE PARKS

Bayswater Point State Park 
Mott Avenue and Jamaica Bay. 
This 14-acre park is a remnant 
of the estate of banker Louis A. 
Heinsheimer. The 175-foot-long 
mansion on the site, Breezy 
Point, was demolished in 1987, 
although a conservatory which 
was attached to the house 
remains. The land has been 
a state park since 1988 and 
is managed by the Audubon 
Society as part of its Buffer the 
Bay project.

The site now offers nature 
walks. The park juts into the 
Mott Basin on the eastern shore 
of Jamaica Bay. The terrain is 
varied and includes beachfront, 
wetlands and woodlands, 
making it an ideal habitat for 
migrating and nesting birds. 
The goal of this park is to 
preserve the existing natural 
systems and, if feasible, restore 
what has been lost. Passive 
recreation, such as hiking and 
nature study, are encouraged. 
Fishing is permitted, but no 
pets. Open daily year round.
Contact: c/o Gantry Plaza State 
Park, 50-50 2nd St., Long Island 
City, NY 11101 or 718-471-2212.

Gantry Plaza State Park
Gantry Plaza State Park is a 
12-acre riverside oasis that 
boasts views of the midtown 
Manhattan skyline, including 
the Empire State Building 
and the United Nations. Enjoy 

a relaxing stroll along the 
park’s four piers or through its 
manicured gardens and unique 
mist fountain. Along the way, 
admire the rugged beauty 
of the park’s centerpieces: 
restored gantries.
These industrial monuments 
were once used to load 
and unload rail car fl oats 
and barges. Today they are 
reminders of the waterfront’s 
past. With the city skyline as 
a backdrop and the gantries 
as a stage, the park’s plaza 
is a wonderful place to enjoy 
a spring or summer concert 
or the Macy’s Fourth of July 
fi reworks display.
Recreational facilities include 
basketball courts, playgrounds, 
handball courts and a fi shing pier 
with its own cleaning table. Open 
daily and year-round, but no pets.
Contact: 409 47th St., Long Island 
City, NY 11101 or 718-786-6385.

CITY PARKS
For more information about any 
of these or other city parks, 
call the city Parks Department 
at 1-800-360-8111 or visit the 
Parks Department Web site at 
www.nycgovparks.org or www.
partnershipsforparks.org.

Alley Pond Park
This 657-acre park follows the 
course of Alley Creek, which 
leads into Little Neck Bay. 
It includes nature centers, 
hiking trails, barbecuing 
areas, baseball fi elds, tennis 
courts and handball courts, 
playgrounds, golf courses and a 
soccer fi eld.
• Alley Pond Environmental 
Center, 228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston, Phone: (718) 229-
4000; e-mail: info@alleypond.
com
• Alley Pond Tennis Center, 
79-20 Winchester Blvd., 

Queens Village, Phone: (718) 
264-2600; e-mail: info@
alleypondtenniscenter.com

Astoria Park
This 66-acre park is on the 
East River between the Hell 
Gate and Robert F. Kennedy 
bridges and has a view of the 
Manhattan skyline. The park 
contains bocce courts, a pool, 
dog runs, a tennis court, and 
playgrounds.
Location: bounded by Ditmars 
Boulevard, 21st Street, Astoria 
Park South and the East River.

Baisley Pond Park
With 109 acres and a 30-acre 
pond, the park is located at 
North Conduit Avenue, Baisley 
Boulevard South and Lake View 
Boulevard East in Jamaica. 
Fishing allowed. Free tennis.

Brookville Park
In Rosedale, the entrance is at 

Brookville Boulevard and 149th 
Avenue. At 90 acres, the park 
features a baseball fi eld and a 
bocce court.

Crocheron Park
At 45.8 acres, the park is at 
33rd to 35th avenues at Little 
Neck Bay and south of John 
Golden Park.

Cunningham Park
With 358 acres, it is located at 
the Horace Harding Expressway 
and Grand Central Parkway 
and has extensive facilities, 
including tennis courts, a 
ballfi eld, a soccer fi eld, fi ve 
playgrounds and the Long 
Island Motor Parkway.
Activities include barbecuing, 
bicycling, bocce, cricket, 
volleyball and 3 miles of hiking 
trails.
Contact the Cunningham Sports 
Center at 196-00 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366 or 
718-740-6800.

Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
This 1,255-acre park, known for 
the Unisphere and other World’s 
Fair landmarks, has historical, 
recreational and environmental 
signifi cance. Originally a dump 
for ashes, it was called a “valley 
of ashes” by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
in his novel “The Great Gatsby.” 
The park was transformed 
for the 1939-40 World’s Fair 
and again for another one in 
1964-65.
The park is Queens’ largest. It 
is home to the New York Mets 
baseball team and annual 
US Open tennis tournament. 
Except during the tournament, 
the tennis courts are open to 
the public.
Activities include museums, 
a zoo, a theater, boating, 
bicycling, tennis, soccer, Major 
League Baseball, an indoor 
ice skating rink and a model 
airplane fi eld.
Attractions include the 
Carousel (call 718-760-9583) 
and Pitch & Putt Golf and 
Miniature Golf (718-271-8182) at 
Avery Avenue off College Point 
Boulevard.
New York Hall of Science, 47-01 
111th St., Flushing, 718-699-0301, 
www.nysci.org/.
Playground for All Children 
(handicapped-oriented), 111th 
Street at 56th Avenue, Flushing, 
718-699-8283
Queens Museum of Art, New 
York City Building, 718-592-
9700. Includes the Panorama 
of New York City, the world’s 
largest model.
Queens Theatre, 718-760-0064
Queens Zoo Wildlife Center, 
718-271-1500
Citi Field, 718-507-8499 for box 

Continued on Page 44

Louie Rovegno sits with his dog Poindexter in MacNeil Park.

Left: Gantry Plaza State Park is located on the shore of Long Island City and offers visitors views of Manhattan. Right: An osprey flaps its 
wings while perched atop a platform in the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, which is part of the Gateway National Recreation Area.

parks
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DRAFT - NOT FOR PRINTINGJoin our community in paying tribute to those who gave 
their lives for our freedoms

HONOR AMERICA’S FALLEN HEROES

 

James H. Fitzgerald | D.G. Orue Inc. | Design 2147 | Douglaston Grimaldi Inc. | Gartenstein Consultants     
J. Caiazzo Plumbing & Heating | JM Lighting | Law Offices of Dennis O’Sullivan | Maspeth Contracting Corp. 

Maspeth Remodeling Co., Inc | Gregg Montgomery | Nu Way Heating & Cooling | NYCM | John Ottulich | Ral-Bar Electric, 
Ray Mignone & Associates | Teamsters Local Union 817 | Titan Realty & Construction | Little Neck Douglaston Lions Club

15th and 149th Street Auto Care | Bell Realty | Friends of Edward Braunstein | Joseph French | Interiors by JC Landa 
Jefferson Dem Club | Kings Infiniti | Michael Lipari | Premiere Consulting Partners, LLC | Primary Land Services 

Regency Signs & Engraving | Joseph Sollano | Mary O’Byrne | Dennis Saffran | John Duane

American Martyrs Catholic War Veterans - Post 1770 | Robert Anastasia | Michael Baron DDS | Frank Barone | Stephanie Belanich | Bob’s Coccia’s Appliance Center | 
Edward Braunstein | Janet & Stephen Breden | Bryce Rea | Matthew Campese | Patricia Candelietti | Douglaston Wine & Spirits | Doyle B. Shaffer Inc. | Mary Ford 

Frank & Bernadette Gabrielle | Joan Garippa | Joseph Giacoia | Patrick Gillen | James Golia | Carol Gresser | George Hogan | Il Bacco Ristorante Inc. | Peggy Kalesis  
Carolyn Karoff | Knights of Columbus St. Anastasia | Law office of Edward J. Muccini | Steve Littell | Little Neck Drug Store | Mary Ellen Manahan | Carol McCarthy 

Michael McCarthy | Pamela McLaughlin | John Milioti | Robert Moravek | Mary Catherine O’Gara | OKG Jewlery | Rafael Perez | Police Sq Club of NYC 
Queens Purple Circle | Queens Village Republican Club | James Robertson | Angelo Sedacca | St Francis Prep | Bruce & Debra Stuart | Duke Thompson | Philip Toscano 

Denise Toulon | Gerard Vilbig | John Wamboldt | Edward & Christine Wehle | James Wrynn | Sebastiano (American Legion Post 103) D’Agostino | Danny Fitzgerald 
Frances Henn | La Grotta Restaurant | Walter Mugdan | Premier Consulting | Ridge Realty | Bielecky Brothers | Nelly Pacheco | James Shanahan

LNDMemorialDay.org |  718.279.3200 @LNDMemorialDay LNDMemorialDay 

PARADE
2:00 - 4:00 PM

Northern Blvd between Jayson Ave & 245th Street
Join our community in paying tribute to those who 

gave their lives for our freedoms

CLOSING CEREMONY &
COMMUNITY GATHERING

4:00 - 6:00 PM
St. Anatasia’s Church

45-14 245th St. Douglaston, NY 11362

Memorial Day - Monday, May 26, 2014



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 2

3-
29

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

44

TL

FREE OUTDOOR POOLS 
AND PUBLIC BEACHES

The New York City Department 
of Parks and Recreation runs 
eight outdoor public pools 
across Queens. Pools are open 
June 26 to Sept. 1, from 11 am -7 
pm, and are closed daily from 
3 pm - 4 pm for cleaning. Bring 
a sturdy combination lock to 
secure your belongings, but 
leave the food, glass bottles, 
newspapers and electronic 
devices at home. 

Astoria Pool
19th Street and 23rd Drive, 
Astoria 
(718) 626-8620
Outdoor Olympic Pool, 330 
feet by 165 feet, 4-feet deep, 
wheelchair accessible
From July 9 to Aug. 30, Astoria 
Pool operates Monday through 
Friday Early Bird (7 am -8:30 
am) and Night Owl (7 pm -8:30 
pm) lap swims. 

Fisher Pool
99th Street and 32nd Avenue, 
Corona
(718) 779-8356
Outdoor Intermediate Pool, 75 
feet by 60 feet, 3 1/2-feet deep, 
wheelchair accessible
Outdoor Wading Pool, 20 feet by 
20 feet, 1-foot deep

Fort Totten Pool
338 Story Ave., Fort Totten
(718) 224-4031
Outdoor Intermediate Pool, 75 
feet by 40 feet, 4-feet deep, 
wheelchair accessible
Outdoor Diving Pool, 35 feet by 
35 feet, 8 1/2-feet deep
Outdoor Wading Pool, 20-feet 
round, 1 1/2-feet deep

Liberty Pool
173rd Street and 106th Avenue, 
Detective Keith L. Williams Park, 
Jamaica
(718) 657-4995
Outdoor Intermediate Pool, 75 
feet by 60 feet, 3-feet deep, 
wheelchair accessible
Outdoor Wading Pool, 20 feet by 
20 feet, 1-foot deep

Marie Curie Park Pool
211th Street & 46th Avenue, 

Bayside
(718) 423-0762
Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 
feet, 3-feet deep

PS 10 Pool
45th Street & 30th Road, 
Astoria Heights Playground, 
Astoria
(718) 777-7599
Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 
feet, 3-feet deep

PS 186 Playground Pool
Little Neck Parkway & 
72nd Avenue, Castlewood 
Playground, Glen Oaks
(718) 347-2945
Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 
feet, 3-feet deep

Windmuller Pool
54th Street & 39th Road, 
Lawrence Virgilio Playground, 
Sunnyside
(718) 651-8247
Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 
feet, 3-feet deep

Rockaway Beach and 
Boardwalk
Following the destrution from 
Hurricane Sandy, reconstruction 
work will continue through 
this summer. Check www.
nycgovparks.org/facility/
beaches/beach-recovery for the 
latest updates.
NYC Parks maintains the beach 
and staff lifeguards during 
the season, which runs from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
Swimming is permitted only 
when a lifeguard is on duty, 10 
am - 6 pm.
Surfi ng sections are located 
between Beach 67th and 69th 
streets and from Beach 87th to 
92nd streets. 
Concessions are located at 
Beach 86th Street, Beach 97th 
Street, Beach 106th Street and 
Beach 116th Street. Free parking 
lots are available along Beach 
11th to Beach 15th streets. Free 
street parking is also allowed. 

Beach and boardwalk 
reconstruction work
As part of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ sand replenishing 
project, small sections of 
the beach will be closed on a 
rolling basis. Information on 
the Rockaway Beach work can 
be found at www.nan.usace.
army.mil.

pools

fi eld, track and fi eld, baseball, 
playgrounds, nature trails, 
horseback riding, barbecuing, 
tennis, bocce, handball and 
skateboarding.
Attractions: Forest Park Golf 
Course, 101 Forest Park Drive, 
Woodhaven, 718-296-0999; 
Carousel and George Seuffert 
Sr. Bandshell near Woodhaven 
Boulevard; and Victory Field, 
track and fi eld facility, at 
Myrtle Avenue and Woodhaven 
Boulevard.

Fort Totten Park
Ten acres at the Cross Island 
Parkway and Totten Road to 
15th Road in Bayside. It takes 
its name from the Civil War-era 
fortress on the property.

Francis Lewis Park
Bounded by the East River, 
Parsons Boulevard, 3rd Avenue 
and 147th Street.

Herman A. MacNeil Park

In College Point, it has views of 
the Manhattan skyline.

Juniper Valley Park
In Middle Village. Bounded 
by Juniper Boulevard North, 
Juniper Boulevard South, 
Lutheran Avenue and 80th 
Street.
Activities: basketball, running 
track (1/4 mile), soccer

Kissena Park
Flushing, from Queensboro Hill 
to Fresh Meadows, bordered by 
Rose and Oak avenues in the 
north, Booth Memorial Avenue 
in the south, Kissena Boulevard 
in the west and 164th Street in 
the east.
The land that is now Kissena 
Park was originally the site 
of the tree nursery of Samuel 
Bowne Parsons and more than 
100 tree varieties remain. 
Kissena Lake and the bicycle 
velodrome are the main 
features of this park, along with 

the Kissena Park Golf Course.
Activities: baseball, tennis, 
bicycling, soccer.

Queensbridge Park
20.34 acres and named for the 
nearby Queensborough Bridge. 
It provides neighborhood 
residents with a variety 
of facilities, including the 
handball court that constitute 
Queensbridge “Baby” Park at 
21st Street and Bridge Plaza/
Vernon Boulevard.

Roy Wilkins Park
Located on Baisley and Merrick 
boulevards, 115th Avenue, 177th 
Street in Jamaica, this park 
was named after the famous 
civil rights leader and former 
NAACP president. The park 
features a 425-seat theatre, a 
four-acre vegetable garden and 
much more. There are tennis, 
basketball and handball courts, 
an indoor pool and an outdoor 
track. 

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Continued from Page 42
offi ce.
Terrace on the Park, 52-11 111th 
St., 718-592-5000
United States Tennis 
Association Tennis Center, 
Roosevelt Avenue, 718-760-
6200
World’s Fair Marina, 718-899-120

Forest Park 
Woodhaven, bordered by 
Myrtle Avenue, Union Turnpike 
and bisected by Woodhaven 
Boulevard. It touches on 
Metropolitan Avenue and Kew 
Gardens in the north.
In central Queens, Forest Park 
is the third largest park in the 
borough, and a gorgeous place 
to stay in the shade on a hot 
summer day.
Activities: golf, a model airplane 

Jack Chung from Flushing takes a break from his laps at Flushing Meadow Corona Park pool.

Left: Swimmers take a dip in the water off Breezy Point during the Rockaway Plunge, which raised money for hurricane relief efforts.
Right: Astoria pool instructor Alexander Shamuwilov helps Erica Lliguichuzhca, 10, how to dive as her brother Brian, 7, (l.) looks on.

parks
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Learn more at www.LuHi.com or Find us on Facebook & Twitter

See ALL the Fun Your
Child Will Have at...

Great 
Programs 

Still 
Available

FREE Door To Door Transportation 
    from Queens

    on Children’s Faces
Beautiful Campus conveniently located close 
to the LI Expressway in Nassau County

This Summer!
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Days after President 
Barack Obama pleaded 
for infrastructure and 
transportation funding at 
the foot of the Tappan Zee 
Bridge, transit unions ral-
lied for related investments 
in front of the Jamaica Bus 
Depot.

Amalgamated Tran-
sit Union Locals 1056 and 
1179, which represent Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority bus drivers and 
mechanics in Queens, 
handed out pamphlets May 
16 espousing the economic 
and job benefits of putting 
more money into public 
transportation.

As part of an orga-
nized labor effort across the 
country dubbed National 
Transit Month, Local 1056 
President Mark Henry and 
Local 1179 President John 
Lyons pushed for what they 
described as a long over-
due investment in Queens 
buses.

In a joint memo, the 
ATU chapters called for 
constructing a new Jamai-
ca depot, replacing older 
buses with newer models 
and protecting Casey Sten-
gel Depot in Willet’s Point 
from flooding.

“Public transporta-
tion is the backbone of this 
city,” Henry said. “It is a 
civil right of the neighbor-
hoods we service.”

Union members were 
flanked by U.S. Rep. Greg-

ory Meeks (D-Jamaica), 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) and City Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans).

Meeks said part of 
the four-year, $302 billion 
infrastructure program 
Obama touted at the Tap-
pan Zee May 14 would help 
fix highways, bridges and 
rail lines while bolstering 
public transportation and 
local economies.

The congressman be-
lieves Republican support 
for the measure could be 
built by emphasizing proj-
ects needed in their dis-
tricts.

“Those in the rural ar-
eas know that in order to get 
their highways, we’ve got to 
fund our public transporta-
tion systems,” Meeks said. 
“We’ve got to play catchup. 
We’ve got more people with 
more destinations than 
ever before. But if we don’t 
put the money into our pub-
lic transportation system 

as well as into our infra-
structure, our country will 
be falling apart.”

Besides calling for 
more public investment in 
buses and subways, elect-
ed officials used National 
Transit Month to sound off 
on Queens issues.

Weprin emphasized 
how the dearth of public 
transportation in his dis-
trict made former Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s so-
called congestion pricing 
platform to toll free bridges 
unacceptable.

A representative from 
Councilman Donovan 
Richard’s (D-Laurelton) of-
fice made the case for ex-
tending a Select Bus route 
planned between Wood-
haven and Cross Bay bou-
levards through the entire 
Rockaway peninsula.

And Miller railed 
against the federal transit 
funding formula that al-
locates 80 percent of every 
dollar to freeways and 20 
percent to transit systems.

“We understand that 
this mechanism of fund-
ing has historically been 
disproportionate as it per-
tains to urban America — 
80-20 does not work,” said 
Miller, who was previously 
president of Local 1056. 
“It’s about jobs. It’s about 
service. It’s about people 
coming together and being 
able to have the quality of 
life that they deserve. And 
we’ll be able to do this with 
the proper funding.”

Amalgamated Transit Union 
members call for more bus 
service funding with U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (c.) and state 
Assemblyman David Weprin (r). 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Transit unions call for money
to be put into boro bus system

The 
GREATER WHITESTONE TAXPAYERS 

CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

honors those who bravely served this country.  
Our nation’s soldiers serve and sacrifice their 

lives everyday to protect our country and ideals.

On Memorial Day, let us take time to 
commemorate them all-with gratitude.

G.W.T.C.A., P.O. BOX 570426 
Whitestone, NY 11357  

Ph: (718) 767-1562  
E-mail: gwtca@verizon.net

ASIA BANK, N. A.

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
Owner-occupied and investment properties

Repayment terms to 25 years
Other Secured Business Loan Products Also Available

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR CREDIT SOLUTION!!!

LOAN CENTER 
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  
 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com
www.asiabank-na.com 

RAY AND MENY ARE HERE!
$2 OFF Kid’s and Men’s Haircuts

Special-Needs Children are our Specialty!

UTOPIA BARBERSHOP.COM
 

(Across the street from Utopia Bagels)

FREE  
video games  

for kids while  

you wait
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

In a record affirmative 
vote, thousands of Trans-
port Workers Union mem-
bers, who operate subways 
and buses, have approved a 
new five-year contract.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
board added its unanimous 
approval at its monthly 
meeting Wednesday.

John Samuelsen, pres-
ident of Local 100 of the 
TWU, beamed as the union 
election returns were an-
nounced at the Marriott 
Hotel in downtown Brook-
lyn Monday.

“That is the largest yes 
vote in the history of Local 
100,” Samuelsen said of the 
82 percent vote, adding that 
it bodes well for unity in 
the Local.

The agreement pro-
vides wage raises totaling 8 

percent dating back to 2012. 
The MTA’s 34,000 employ-
ees had been working with-
out a contract since then.

For years, the MTA 
financial plan was for no 
raises for wages and ben-
efits for employees so seri-
ous was the transit agency’s 

money problems.
But the two sides an-

nounced April 17 that they 
had reached an agreement 
with mediation assistance 
from Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

Meanwhile, specula-
tion increased about the 
possible effects of the set-
tlement on negotiations be-
tween the Long Island Rail 
Road and its unions.

For the second time, a 
White House-appointed me-
diation committee rejected 
a suggested proposal of a 17 
percent raise at the LIRR. 
Such proposals are non-
binding.

Without a settlement, 
the 300,000 LIRR employees 
could strike July 20.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

BY BILL PARRY

A recording indus-
try executive is planning 
to bring a music and film 
festival to Long Island City 
this summer.

The Lot LIC Music and 
Film Series would come to 
a plot of land, at 43-29 Cres-
cent St., owned by Rockrose 
Development Corp. a spon-
sor of the event.

M. Wells Steakhouse is 
involved in the project as a 
catering partner and local 
breweries will be invited to 
take part.

The producer and 
curator of the series is 
Petrit Pula, an executive 
in charge of talent scout-
ing and artist development 
for Nublu Records. Pula is 
also the founder and cura-
tor of Brasil Summerfest, 
a popular showcase that 
plays many New York City 

venues every summer.
Born and raised in 

New York City, Pula lived 
in Kosovo for eight years 
before war in the Balkans 
made his family return to 
New York in 1991. A New 
York University graduate, 
Pula is also the co-owner of 
Bikinis, a Barcelona-style 
eatery in Manhattan’s Al-
phabet City, and a producer 
of short films.

The series would be-
gin Aug. 7 to Sept. 20 with 
films Thursdays after dark 
and music Saturdays from 
4 p.m. to 9 p.m. Pula is cur-
rently working out a sched-
ule for the performers that 
will include indie-rock, folk 
and soul bands.

The final schedule 
should be set inside of two 
weeks.

M. Wells Steakhouse to host
music and fi lm series in LIC

MTA and workers union
 approve 5-year contract

The Transit Workers Union 
has approved a new con-
tract, which includes an 8 
percent wage increase. 

Photo by Patrick Cashin/MTA

M. Wells Steakhouse takes part as a catering partner in a new out-
door music and film series this summer.
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BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City was 
the place to be with thou-
sands of people drawn to 
two events, the fourth an-
nual LIC Arts Open and the 
first LIC Springs! 

“I couldn’t be more 
pleased,” Open founder 
Richard Mazda said. “We 
achieved so many of our 
goals that we set for our-
selves. It was definitely the 
best one yet — everything 
came together. We had 
nearly 8,000 visitors, many 
more than usual from out-
side the borough, and the 
weather was fantastic and 
even the No. 7 train was 
running.”

Nearly 160 artists 
opened their studios to the 
public while others exhib-
ited their work in 54 venues 
ranging from Open Door 
Restaurant in the southern 
end of Hunters Point to the 
Museum of the Moving Im-
age to the north over the 
five-day period from May 
14 through Monday.

The Open even spread 
east to the Warehouse Dis-
trict with several events 
taking place in the Falchi 
Building for the first time.

Another hosting venue 
was The Local, a 37-room 
European-style hostel that 
opened at 13-02 44th Ave. in 
an old elevator manufactur-
ing plant two months ago.

“It’s fun to have people 
just stop in and take a look 
at the place for the first 
time,” manager Lauren 
Gonzalez said.

The Open hosted the 
kickoff party May 14 in ad-
dition to encore screening 
of the winning films from 
this year’s Queens World 
Film Festival over the 
weekend.

“The Local was also 
packed wall-to-wall on Sat-
urday night’s “BAT SU!,” 
a  Japanese comedy show,” 
Mazda said. “The Local and 
that show are very popular 
with young people, and as 
the neighborhood changes 
it’s important to involve the 
youth in our future.”

The larger crowds and 
visitors from other bor-
oughs are the other key to 

the LIC Arts Open.
“I even bumped into 

a group of 30 people from 

a Manhattan meet-up 
group,” Mazda said. “We’re 
starting to see recognition 

as a cultural destination 
in Queens and that should 
help bring more funding 

for year five.”
Mazda added that next 

year’s festival will stretch 
further north into Astoria 
and east into Sunnyside for 
the first time.

“We might possibly 
end up as a festival of inter-
national renown,” Mazda 
said.

While the Open was in 
full swing, the city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
closed Vernon Boulevard 
between 46th and 50th 
streets Saturday so the LIC 
Partnership could present 
its first block party, LIC 
Springs!

LIC Partnership Presi-
dent Elizabeth Lusskin 
had promised “a neighbor-
hood celebration, not just 
a commercial street fair 
where you go and buy tube 
socks.”

Several thousand visi-
tors listened to live perfor-
mances and took part in 
yoga classes and weigh-lift-
ing. There were pony rides 
for the kids.

And replacing tube 
sock vendors were infor-
mation tables for local busi-
nesses and services. The 
real estate company Mod-
ern Spaces even set up a liv-
ing room right in the mid-
dle of Vernon Boulevard.

“We have such a great 
community to showcase 
here,” Lusskin said. “The 
turnout is phenomenal and 
you couldn’t ask for better 
weather. This worked out 
great.”

The return of the No. 
7 was a key to both events’ 
success. The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
relented and restored sub-
way service to Long Island 
City during the weekend 
after an impassioned plea 
from Mazda and Lusskin in 
March.

“When we brought the 
MTA for a town hall meet-
ing, they heard about this 
weekend,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “And they responded. 
Too bad it hasn’t worked 
out for all those other week-
ends.”

A young crowd enjoys the Japanese comedy BAT SU! at the Local on Saturday night. Photo courtesy Junenoire Mitchell

Founder declares LIC Arts Open a success
Five-day event draws more visitors from outside boro as festival reaches for international renown

BAT SU! scores big with the younger set at the Local during the LIC 
Arts Open. Photo courtesy Junenoire Mitchell

Kids enjoy face-paintining and pony rides at the LIC Spring” 
Photo by Bill Parry

Yoga students take a class right in the middle of Vernon Boulevard 
during LIC Springs! Photo by Bill Parry
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* Not responsible for typographical errors.  Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item.  0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers.  See store for details. Prices valid until 12/1/13.

215-03 Horace Harding Expwy.
Bayside, New York

(718) 224-4344

bobcocciasappliance.comBob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

* Not responsible for typographical errors.  Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item.  0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers.  See store for details. Prices valid until 5/26/14.

Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 9AM-7PM,Thurs. 9AM-8PM, 
Sat. 9AM-6PM,

Sun. 11AM-4PMDelivery & Installation Available.Financing For Qualified Buyers.

12
INTEREST FREE FINANCING

WHEN YOU BUY
HERE!*

MONTHS
UP
TO

SPECIAL FINANCING!

4.0 CU. FT. FRONT LOAD 
STEAM WASHER
• 15 wash cycles 
• ENERGY STAR® qualified  WF405ATPAWR 
7.3 CU. FT. ELECTRIC 
STEAM DRYER
• 13 dry cycles • Sensor Dry
DV405ETPAWR 

LIMITED SUPPLY ON CLOSE-OUT MODELSOPTIONAL PEDESTALS AVAILABLE

3.4 CU. FT. TOP 
LOAD WASHER 
• 8 wash cycles • Porcelain wash basket
WTW4800XQ

CLOSE-OUT
MODELS!

CLOSE-OUT
MODELS!

7.0 CU. FT. ELECTRIC DRYER
• 13 cycle settings
WED4800XQ

ALL AIR CONDITIONERS
ON SALE...WINDOW, WALL
AND CASEMENT MODELS

IN STOCK!

ON APPLIANCES
AND MORE!**

FRONT 
LOAD

STEAM 
WASHER

AND DRYER

$69997
REG. $999.97

SAVE 
$300

BUY THE PAIR...

PAIR

$129997
REG. $2199.97

SAVE 
$900

BUY THE PAIR...

PAIR

$900 PAIR
SAVINGS!

BIG HOLIDAY SAVINGS ON MAJOR 
APPLIANCES, GAS GRILLS AND MORE!

BIG HOLIDAY SAVINGS ON MAJOR 
APPLIANCES, GAS GRILLS AND MORE!

* Free delivery & assembly with purchase of any Weber grill, $499
and up.  Free assembly not applicable on built-in style grills.

Free Local Delivery only.  See store for details.

SPIRIT® Gas Grills
GENESIS® Gas Grills
SUMMIT® Gas Grills

All In Stock..

*
GAS MODEL DRYERS MAY BE AVAILABLE AT SLIGHTLY HIGHER COST

Spirit® E-210™ Gas Grill
• 450 total sq. in. cooking area 

• 26,500 BTU per hr. input main burners
• Porcelain-enameled, cast iron cooking grates

46110001 - Black styling

$39997

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

SELF-CLEAN
OVEN

CONVECTION
OVEN

**

3 PIECE PACKAGE
$129797 SAVE 

$599

PACKAGE INCLUDES... 
30” Gas Range with Convection Oven,  KitchenAid 

Close-out Full Console Built-In Dishwasher and 1.7 Cu. Ft. 
Capacity Over-The-Range Microwave 

**ON SELECT BRANDS.
GE PROFILE AND CAFE EXCLUDEDTOP NAME

BRANDS
APPLIANCE
PACKAGE
SPECIAL!

COMING 
SOON!

NEW BEDDING
STORE...

RIGHT HERE!
WATCH FOR

GRAND 
OPENING!

ON APPLIANCES
AND MORE!**

5,000-36,000 BTU 
Models In Stock!

SPECIAL 12 MONTHS
FINANCING! 

NO Interest, NO Down Payment On 2014 Weber Grills!**

** Financing on all Weber Grills, $499 and up

THE VOTE IS IN!Thank You To OurCustomers and the Boro of Queens!
-Bob Coccia’s Appliance Center!

of 
the

THE QUEENS
2013

QueensCourier.com
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OPEN 
MONDAY,

MEMORIAL DAY
9AM-5PM

OPEN 
MONDAY,

MEMORIAL DAY
9AM-5PM
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Queens fans agree that 
the fun of the Subway Se-
ries is more then just about 
the action on the field.

The interaction be-
tween fans, husbands and 
wives, sisters and brothers, 
parents and children and 
boyfriends and girlfriends 
is what continues to make 
the annual meeting be-
tween the New York Mets 
and New York Yankees 
something to look forward 
to.

The teams split their 
four meetings this season 
with both taking two games 
in the other club’s home 
ballpark, culminating in 
the Yankees’ 1-0 victory at 
Citi Field May 15. Flushing 
resident James Walker, a 
Yankees fan and his Mets 
fan wife Katie, said they rib 
each other and their fami-
lies during the series.

“It’s always going to 
be fun because between 
the two of us it’s always go-
ing to be a rivalry,” James 

Walker said on the last day 
of the Subway Series in 
Queens. “Her whole family 
is Mets fans and I am a Yan-
kees fan, so it’s always fun 
battling back and forth.”

Mike Keppel, of Bay-
side, is in the minority in 
his house when it comes to 
the Subway Series. His wife 
Kara is a Yankees fan along 
with his daughters Chase 

and Etana, who were both 
attending their first Sub-
way Series game. Chase 
quickly tried to take the 
Mets hat off her head when 
her dad put it on.

“He spends a lot of 
nights during baseball 
season on the couch, but 
it’s OK,” Kara said jok-
ingly. “We just like rooting 
for New York. It’s a good 

thing.”
The attraction of the 

games also brings Queens 
residents home to check out 
the action. Steve Storger, a 
Yankee fan from Far Rock-
away, now lives in Miami 
but returned to go to all 
four games with either his 
father or sister Melissa.

“We grew up Yankee 
fans and we live in Miami 

now,” Steve Storger said. 
“It’s family time and every-
thing, too.”

The days also allowed 
fans to see Yankee Capt. 
Derek Jeter play his final 
game in Flushing. The Mets 
presented the future Hall 
of Famer with a special 
Subway Series cake made 
by “Cake Boss” Buddy Va-

lastro, of Carlo’s Bakery in 
Hoboken, N.J.

Jeter also received a 
special painting featuring 
the Nos. 4 and 7 trains and 
the Empire State Building 
along with a subway tile 
mosaic featuring his No. 2 
and pinstripes in the Mets 
and Yankees colors.

Mike Keppel and Kara Keppel of Bayside take their twin daughters Etana and Chase to their first 
Subway Series game. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

About two dozen students took part in a chess tournament at PS 98 in Doug-
laston Monday evening. Participants each faced four opponents in the competition, 
which was organized in conjunction with NY Chess Kids.

Queens fans enjoy watching Subway Series
Supporters of Mets, Yanks partake in friendly rivalry as Amazin’s honor retiring Jeter at Citi Field

Youngsters compete in Douglaston chess tournament
Continued on Page 70

Mets starting pitcher Jacob deGrom made his major league debut 
against the Yankees. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Lucas Muccini, (l.-r.) Ethan Chen, Evan Lundenberg and Sophie Wang participate in the PS 98 tourna-
ment. Photo by Christina Santucci

Participants show off their trophies and medals after the event. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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MEMORIAL DAY 
PARADES

Forest Hills
When: Sunday, May 

25, at noon
Parade steps off from 

Metropolitan and Ascan av-
enues and proceeds toward 
Trotting Course Lane. The 
parade will conclude with 
a ceremony at St. John’s 
cemetery. Grand marshals 
are Mgsr. John McGuyirl 
from Our Lady of Mercy, 
Community Board 6 Chair-
man Joseph Hennessey and 
the city’s Veterans Affairs 
Commissioner Terrance 
Holliday 

Maspeth
When: Sunday, May 

25, at 1 pm
The annual Maspeth 

Memorial Day parade will 
emphasize women’s contri-
butions to the military this 
year. 

Karen Burke, who 
has helped coordinate past 
parades and is involved 
with the United Veterans & 
Fraternal Organization of 
Masepth, and Leonard Ma-
sone, president of the Mas-
peth Kiwanis Club, will 
lead the parade as grand 
marshals.

The procession will 
depart from the Walter A. 
Garlinge Memorial Park, 
at 72nd Street and Grand 
Avenue, head toward 61st 
Street and then loop back 
toward Maspeth Veterans 
Square, at 69th Street and 

Grand Avenue. 
Leo Wasilkowski, 

a Maspeth resident who 
served 35 combat missions 
in the U.S. Army Air Corps, 
and Anthony “Lefty” Si-
mone, who was drafted into 
the Army and deployed in 
the Korean War, will be 
honored during a ceremony 
at Veteran’s Square after 
the parade.

Jane Crowley, who 
joined the U.S. Marine 
Corp. Women’s Service in 
1943 and remained on ac-
tive duty until World War 
II ended, will also be com-
mended. 

Capt. Laura Zimmer-
mann, who spent close to 25 
years in the armed forces, 
will speak in the square.

College Point
When: Sunday, May 

25, at 2 pm
Parade begins at the 

intersection of 28th Avenue 
and College Point Boule-
vard and ends at 5th Av-
enue and 119th Street.

The grand marshal is 
State Sen. Tony Avella Isa-
bella. Joan Holloway has 
been chosen Poppy Queen

Laurelton
When: Monday, May 

26, at 9 am
The 25th Annual Laru-

elton Memorial Day Parade 
will depart from Francis 
Lewis and Merrick boule-
vards and proceed toward 
the Veterans Memorial Tri-
angle, at 225th Street and 
North Conduit Avenue.

Ridgewood
When: Monday, May 

26, at 11 am
Starts at Ridgewood 

Memorial Triangle, Myrtle 
and Cypress avenues, and 
end at the Glendale War 
Monument, Myrtle and 
Cooper avenues. Grand 
marshal is Charles Dunn, 
a member of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Sergent 
Miller Post in Glendale

Whitestone
When: Monday, May 

26, at noon
Parade begin at Whit-

estone Memorial Park 
(149th Street and 15th 
Drive), then  goes up to 
12th Avenue, 150th street, 
Cross Island overpass, 17th 
road, 149th street and ends 
at the starting point. The 
grand marshal is Dr. David 
Copell

Little Neck-
Douglaston
When: Monday, May 

26, 2 pm
Parade begins on 

Northern Boulevard at the 
Queens-Nassau border and 
ends at St. Antastasia’s 
School on 248th Street.  The 
grand marshals are John 
McHugh Sr., John Peterkin, 
Rocco Moretto, Thomas 
Dent and Lucy Salpeter

A better route to managing 
overactive bladder

Should have fewer bathroom stops
If the signs of overactive bladder (OAB) are becoming an all too familiar pattern, it may be 
time for a new direction. The SYNERGY study is a research study examining an investigational 
combination of two drugs prescribed for OAB to see if, when taken together, they provide more 
relief than when taken on their own. If you experience the frequent and sudden urge to urinate, 
followed by leakage, you may be eligible to participate.

TO learn more, visit OABandYou.com, or speak with our staff by 

contacting 917-409-3917 or beverly@manhattanmedicalresearch.com

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 
New York’s largest 

group of community 
newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Girl scouts from Troop 4250 march on Clintonville Street during the Whitestone Memorial Day 
Parade.

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens Gateway par-
ents say the city skirted 
administrative hiring 
practices when appointing 
a principal in 2012, but they 
are not going to let similar 
violations slide this time.

The Queens Gateway 
to Health Sciences Parent-
Teacher Association co-
presidents said the so-called 
C-30 process used to hire 
principals and assistant 
principals was violated in 
2012 when Superintendent 
Juan Mendez hired Judy 
Henry as principal despite 
concerns about his being 
listed as her professional 
reference. 

Now, the PTA leaders 
allege the city Department 
of Education is not uphold-
ing a three-month cap on 
the C-30 process and they 
believe the delay is intend-
ed to benefit one assistant 
principal candidate.

PTA Co-Presidents 
Sandra Williams and Derek 
Braithwaite said they first 
encountered violations of 
the C-30 process in 2012, 
when candidate names 
were leaked to the commit-
tee of parents, teachers and 
a student before it was con-
vened to interview prospec-
tive principals.

This contributed to 
concerns about crony-
ism when Superintendent 
Mendez, who supervises 
Districts 24, 25, 26, 28 and 
29, hired Henry as princi-
pal back in 2012. The par-
ent leaders and then-Stu-
dent Body President Rafi 
Reyasat said the committee 
ranked Henry poorly and 
had concerns about Men-
dez being listed as her ref-
erence.

Mendez referred in-
quires to the DOE, which 
had no comment on the C-30 
established before Henry 
was hired.

“Judy Henry didn’t 
even answer any of the 
questions in-depth. She 
came in like, ‘This is my 
job,’” Williams said. “Next 
thing you know, she was 

appointed even though she 
had the lowest ranking.”

Henry did not respond 
to requests for comment. 

Under her tenure, 
Gateway received a “B” 
grade on its 2012-13 middle-
school progress report and 
an “A” on it high school 
progress report. However, 
both reviews gave Gateway 
a “C” for school environ-
ment, which measures at-
tendance rates and a survey 
of how staff, students and 
parents view academic ex-
pectations, safety, respect 
and communication.

Now in 2014, the par-
ent leaders and current 
Student Body President 
David Aronov said they 
are again fighting the DOE 
to uphold C-30 regulations 
at Gateway. They said the 
DOE began the C-30 process 
nearly eight months ago 
and refused to repost an as-
sistant principal opening 
when they pointed out the 
chancellor’s regulations re-
quire that the C-30 commit-
tee conclude its activities 
within three months.

They believe the C-30 
process, designed to give a 
committee of school staff, 
parents and sometimes a 
student the chance to share 
feedback on prospective ad-
ministrators is being skirt-
ed to benefit an interim act-
ing principal at Gateway.

The department said 
the three-month time frame 
for such committees is not 
set in stone. 

“We have an overload 
of administrators,” Wil-
liams said, noting the new 

hire would boost to four 
the number of administra-
tors working with the prin-
cipal to manage roughly 
800 pupils. “This principal 
is bringing on one of her 
friends.”

Under the chancel-
lor’s regulations, superin-
tendents serve as hiring 
managers for principal 
positions and principals as-
sume that role for assistant 
principals. Hiring manag-
ers are charged with nar-
rowing applicants down to 
three or five candidates, 
presenting them to a C-30 
committee for interviews 
and feedback and then set-
tling on a hire.

After Henry was hired, 
Braithwaite said the C-30 
reached out to then Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Walcott 
and the special commis-
sioner of investigation.

He said the chancellor 
never responded. An em-
ployee dispatched from the 
Office of the Special Com-
missioner of Investigation 
— which is described as a 
DOE unit independent from 
the chancellor — lost par-
ents’ trust when he showed 
them a card indicating he 
worked for Walcott, accord-
ing to Braithwaite.

Tensions have been 
exacerbated now that Gate-
way wants to permanently 
hire an assistant principal. 
PTA leaders and the stu-
dent body president said 
Henry should be able to 
manage with the two as-
sistant principals on staff 
and a retired administra-

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Parents say the C-30 process for hiring administrators is being 
skirted at Queens Gateway to Health Sciences Secondary School. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Jamaica Hills school fl outs 
hiring regulation: Parents

Family
QUEENS August 2013
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Continued on Page 70
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

When starry-eyed young-
sters around the country dream 
of moving to New York City to 
pursue a life on the stage, they 
probably don’t imagine them-
selves in Astoria. 

But Manhattan is out of fi-
nancial reach for most up-and-
coming performers, who over 
the years have flocked to the 
northwest corner of Queens. 

So many young thespians 
have settled there the neighbor-
hood is commonly referred to 
as Act-toria. 

Now two more residents of 
the most theatrical corner of the 
borough are about to take cen-
ter stage in a new Off-Broadway 
production, “Doubles Crossed: 
The Ballad of Rodrigo,” which 
opens Saturday at the Tada The-
ater, 15 W. 28th St., in Chelsea.

James Holden, 31, plays 
Flapjack, and Matt Nichols, 35, 
steps into the role of Rodrigo, in 
this neo-noir thriller by play-
wright Jason S. Grossman. Al-
though set in the present, the 

actors speak and behave like 
characters from classic noir 
films like “Double Indemnity,” 
“The Postman Always Rings 
Twice” and “DOA.” But Gross-
man also offers a salute to the 
recent neo-noir movies, includ-
ing “Memento” and “L.A. Con-
fidential.”

“The Ballad of Rodgrio,” 
the second title in Grossman’s 
trilogy, follows the exploits of 
villainous Rodgrio as he plots 
revenge against the G-men, in-
cluding Flapjack, who thwarted 
the bad guy’s father in the first 
play, and who are out to stop 
him from fulfilling his evil des-
tiny in this one. It’s Holden’s 
second turn as the slow-witted 
Flapjack, a part he originated 
in the first piece, “Doubles 
Crossed.”

“I fell in love with the char-
acter,” Holden said. “He is de-
scribed as a lovable man child, 
which is something I can defi-
nitely do. He is so lovable and 
earnest and always wants to do 
the right thing.”

Continued on Page 59

Neighborhood theatrical actors

James Holden and Matt Nichols

prepare for Off-Broadway show
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Astoria residents Matt Nichols (l.) portrays Rodgrio and James Holden plays Flapjack in in the Funny...Sheesh Production of 
“Doubles Crossed: The Ballad of Rodrigo.” Photos courtesy Jason S. Grossman
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #74 Hard #74

W
eek 49

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

PRODUCTIONS

“Allegro” — This Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical from 1947 
follows Joseph Taylor Jr., son 
of a small-town doctor, on his 
journey to adulthood. 
When: Through May 24, Friday at 
8 pm, Saturday at 2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/seniors 
and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

Boogie Stomp! — Pianists Bob 
Baldori and Arthur Migliazza 
tell the story of boogie 
woogie, its origin, its ongoing 
development and how it relates 
to all of American music. 
When: Through May 31
Where: Chain Theatre,21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $45/general, $95/VIP includes 
post-performance reception
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.comret

“Moon Over Buffalo” — Ken 
Ludwig’s backstage comedy 
revolves around a not-so-happily 
married couple performing 
“Cyrano de Bergerac” and 
“Private Lives” in repertory. 
When: Through May 24, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Building T4, 
Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“We Women Do It Better!/
Nosotras Hacemos Mejor!” — 
This one-woman comedy focuses 
on a sexy, funny and adult 
workshop about professional 
growth as taught by an attractive 
psychologist. Performed in 
English by Kathy Tejada and in 
Spanish by Soledad Lopez. 
When: May 30 to June 29, Friday 
at 8 pm and Saturday at 3 pm in 
English, Saturday at 8 pm and 
Sunday at 4 pm in Spanish.
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 
41-17 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside

Cost: $27, $25/seniors and 
students
Contact:(718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

AUDITIONS

Free Synagogue of Flushing 
Community Theatre Group — 
FSF Community Theatre Group is 
holding auditions for its musical 
“Thoroughly Modern Millie” being 
staged in November. Auditions 
take place Monday, June 9 and 
Wednesday, June 11, from 7:30 pm 
- 10 pm. Callbacks will be held on 
Thursday, June 12, from 7:30 pm 
- 10 pm. All parts are open, tech 
and stage crew are also needed. 
For more information, phone 
(516) 521-5500.

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4571 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

SERVING: Steak  Chicken  Veal
Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

OPEN AT NOON 7 DAYS A WEEK

Babich Family Owned 
Since 1939

H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

IN OUR 75TH YEAR!
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Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway

Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

$7.50 MENU!
Tuesday–Friday 12pm–5:30pm 

SOUP AND SIDE HOUSE SALAD

ENTRÉE SALADS

PASTA

FLATBREAD SANDWICH & SIDE HOUSE SALAD

SMALL PIZZA & SODA

WE DELIVER 
TUESDAY–SATURDAY 

5PM–9:30PM

SUNDAY
5PM–8:30PM

BY ALLISON PLITT

Within the past five years, 
Long Island City sculptor Noriko 
Kuresumi has received awards 
and recognition for her artwork.  

Most recently, she won the 
grand prize in the “14th Tokyo-
New York Friendship Ceramic 
Competition” last year. In 2012, 
she picked up the first prize at 
this event held in New York. 

Despite her recognition and 
commercial success, Kuresumi is 
a completely self-taught sculptor.  

She has never taken a sculpt-
ing class.

Born in Japan, Kuresumi 
grew up in the Chibaken area of 
Japan, which lies right on Tokyo 
Bay.  Since all of her sculptures 
are titled “Sea of Memory,” her 
childhood living near the water 
places a significant role in her 
artwork.

After dropping out of fashion 
school at age 19, Kuresumi de-
cided to try her hand at sculpting, 
beginning in 2000. 

“I tried carving stone, but it 

was too hard,” Kuresumi said. “I 
didn’t like working with wood ei-
ther.  Once I found clay, I loved it.  
When you work with clay, it is so 
easy to carve.”

All of Kuresumi’s sculptures 
are created by hand and made of 
porcelain.  

Concerning her creative pro-
cess, she explains, “I like to re-
call my memories, especially the 
memory of the natural beauty of 
the sea.”   

As a result, many of Kure-
sumi’s porcelain sculptures look 
like sea shells or coral.

While Kuresumi doesn’t 
paint her artwork, she lets their 
shapes and textures speak for 
themselves.    

Although her first notewor-
thy piece in 2008 is called “Rose 
and Thorn,” the rest of her art-
work in the following years ap-
pears more indicative of sea life.  
For a competition in 2009 in Ohio, 
she created four “sea creatures” 
with either evenly carved spikes, 
smooth circular shapes, or de-
tailed layers — all indicating 

hours of workmanship.
Kuresumi said that in her 

early 20s she was influenced by 
the writings of a Russian philoso-
pher and spiritual leader named 
George Ivanovich Gurdjieff, who 
believed that most humans lived 

in a hypnotic state of “waking 
sleep.”  However, he thought that 
men could awaken from this state 
by “working on themselves” and 
transcend to a higher state of con-
sciousness to achieve their full 
potential.

In addition to her interest in 
Gurdjieff, Kuresumi also believes 
in the Chinese concept of Tao, 
meaning “way” or “path.”  Tao-
ism is part of most East Asian 
philosophy and religion in gen-
eral and signifies the underlying 
natural order of the universe.  
The object of the philosophy is 
to harmonize one’s will with na-
ture.  An expression of one’s faith 
in Taoism is meditation, which 
Kuresumi said she practices.

Kuresumi’s artist statement 
reflects the Tao idea of the natu-
ral order of the world.  

“The sea is the origin of life.  
All lives are connected and have 
been supporting each other,” she 
said. “I create my work by imag-
ining the source of harmony and 
balance of the ocean.“

Having worked as a sculptor 
for 14 years now, Kuresumi gives 
simple advice to those who are 
interested in sculpting as a pro-
fession.  Since she didn’t attend 
art school and achieved success 
through her own hard work, her 

Long Island City artist’s work inspired by the sea
Self-taught sculptor Noriko Kuresumi carves marine designs out of clay and adds Taoist fl ourishes

This porcelain sculpture by Noriko Kuresumi is titled “Sea of Memory.” 
Photo courtesy artist

Continued on Page 59
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BY MERLE EXIT

As the lights come up on this 
year’s Big Apple Circus produc-
tion of “Luminocity” it looks more 
like Times Square than its actual 
setting in Cunningham Park. 

In this reimagined vision 
of the Crossroads of the World, a 
cast of performers dressed like 
businesswomen, construction 
workers and a dog walker slowly 
appear.

Finally, the Big Apple Circus 
Band strikes up the first chords of 
the show’s overture as Ringmas-
ter John Kennedy Kane strolls 
onto the scene to begin a recent 
afternoon performance. 

Jugglers, acrobats and plenty 
of clowning around provide audi-
ence members with an old-fash-
ioned night at the circus. 

“It made me feel like a kid 
again,” Woodhaven resident Car-
men Feliciano said about her first 
experience with this troupe. “It 
was awesome to see the acts up 
close and see more interaction 
with the audience than going to a 
three-ring circus.”  

Up first was Ty Tojo, a jug-
gler who set a record with 248 
catches while juggling with five 
balls when he was only 13. He 
recently earned another record 
with seven balls. 

Rob Torres, dressed not in 
the usual red nose and big shoes 
one associates with clowns, but 
rather in a business suit, tie and 
red hat nevertheless proceeded to 

clown around with the crowd. 
Early in the evening, Torres 

“caught” the audience’s applause 
in a large jewelry box, which he 
released throughout the night as 
a running joke. He invited sever-
al of the children and some adults 
to join him in the ring for some of 
his sillier bits and shtick. 

The two businesswomen 
from the opening number shed 
their suits and revealed them-
selves to be the Mongolian An-

gels, Davaasuren Altantetseg and 
Narangua  Altankhuyag, a double 
trapeze act.

Jenny Vidbel had the animal 
acts covered with her dog group 
performing tricks in Act 1 and a 
troupe of horses strutting around 
the ring after the intermission. 
Tightrope act, Duo Guerrero, 
Werner Guerrero and Aura Car-
dinali, performing on the high 
wire far above the crowd, includ-
ing a bit where Guerrero balances 

a pole while Cardinali stands on 
his shoulders. 

“The woman in the tightrope 
act had a great voice and the act 
itself made me fear for them as at 
one point there wasn’t any cush-
ioning or net to land in,” Carmen 
Feliciano said. 

The show ends with the 
Dosov Troupe, performing what 
was billed as a fireworks display, 
bouncing off a teeterboard, then 
twisting and turning in the air 

before landing on a cushion, all 
the while wearing stilts. 

Woodhaven resident Juan 
Feliciano is one father who cer-
tainly enjoyed taking some of his 
family out for the afternoon.  

“I loved seeing the expres-
sion on the children’s faces,” he 
said. “This is my nephew Calvin’s 
first time going to a circus. I high-
ly recommend the show. “

Calvin Gerena, 4, was quite 
excited.   He talked about the 
horses and juggler saying that he 
would like to learn the art.  

“I loved the acrobats, too,” 
Calvin said. “And that funny 
guy.”  

Julian Feliciano, 8, even un-
expectedly got in on the act dur-
ing one routine. 

One performer tossed a hat 
toward a man sitting behind 
Julian, but the young audience 
member grabbed the flying head-
wear instead.

“I just liked catching the 
hat,” said Julian.  “It’s OK that I 
had to give it to someone else. My 
favorite part was at the end when 
the men were flying in the air. 
The magician was funny, too.”  

Take a bite out of the Big Apple Circus
Old-fashioned show with jugglers, tightrope walkers and clowns set up shop in Cunningham Park

Julian Feliciano (l. to r.), Juan Feliciano, Carmen Feliciano, Calvin Gerena and Jocelyn Feliciano join ringmaster John 
Kennedy Kane for a group photograph at the Big Apple Circus at Cunningham Park. Photo by Merle Exit

IF YOU GO
Big Apple Circus Luminocity

When: Through June 15
Where: Cunningham Park, Union 
Turnpike and 193rd Street
Cost: $10 - $65
Website: www.bigapplecircus.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

The Emerging Artists Festival 
— Works by new artists take 
over several pop-up galleries 
around LIC, including Vespa 
Queens, Nesva Hotel and Space 
Gallery. 
When: Friday, June 6 to Friday, 
June 13
Where: Vespa Queens, Nesva 
Hotel, Space Gallery
Website: www.
conceptionevents.com

MUSIC

The Astoria Big Band — Enjoy 
a free concert of big band-style 
music. Lights refreshments will 
be served.
When: Saturday, May 24, from 7 
pm - 9 pm
Where: Sunnyside Reformed 
Church, 48-03 Skillman Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: Free, but donations will 
be accepted
Contact: (718) 426-5997

Music for Autism — This 
interactive concert is designed 
for individuals with autism and 
their families. 
When: Sunday, June 1, at 1 pm
Where: Central Queens Y, 67-09 
108th St., Forest Hills
Cost: Free, but RSVP is required
Contact: (877) 863-7473
Website: www.musicforautism.
org

Mets Concert Series — This 
year’s Mets concert series kicks 
off June 14 with a performance 
by 50 Cent. Concerts take place 
following that days game, and 
the show is included in the 
price of the game ticket.
When: Saturday, June 14 — 50 
Cent; Saturday, July. 12 — Huey 
Lewis and the News; and 
Saturday, Aug. 16 — Boyz II Men
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing

Cost: $17 — $163
Website: newyorkmets.mlb.
com

FILM

Devil Science Theatre 3K 
— Mix cult fi lms, alcohol and 
comedians and you get the 
Laughing Devil’s take on cult 
screenings. 
When: Thursdays at 10:30 pm, 
On-going
Where: Laughing Devil Comedy 
Club, 47-38 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: $6
Contact: (347) 913-3845
Website: www.laughingdevil.
com

“Dancing in Jaffa” — This 
recent Israeli fi lm focuses on 
Pierre Dulaine’s efforts to bring 

together 150 11-year-old Jewish 
and Palestinian children in a 
dance competition that teams 
them up to work together. 
The fi lm will be introduced by 
Dulaine’s dance partner Yvonne 
Marceau.
When: Monday, June 2, at 12:30 
pm
Where; Central Queens Y, 67-09 
108th St., Forest Hills
Cost: $7/suggested donation
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website: www.cqy.org

Mizoguchi — Kenji Mizoguchi is 
considered one of the greatest 
fi lm directors of all time, but 
his movies are rarely screened. 
This is the fi rst New York 
retrospective of his work in 
almost 20 years. 
When: Through June 8
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria

Cost: $12/adults, $9/students 
and seniors, $6/children
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us
 

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Noguchi’s Early Drawings: 
1927-1932 — An exhibition of 
the artist’s nudes made during 
the period he was developing 
his singular style. 
When: Through May 25, 
Wednesday to Friday 10 am to 5 
pm, Saturday and Sunday 11 am 
to 6 pm
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Continued on Page 60
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Free for Children under 13 and $5 for Teens (13 - 18)
(when accompanied by ticket-purchasing adult)

$15 for Students (w/ ID)

Sunday, June 01 @ 7:00 pm
HILLCREST JEWISH CENTER

183-02 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY 11366

For Tickets: Call 718-380-4145 OR at the door prior to Showtime

Cantor Moti Fuchs
Singing From His Heart

The Chimentis
THE “Broadway” Singing Duo

Ken Salaz
Magician “WOW” Mentalist

CELEBRATION 2014
An Evening of Magic, Song & Music  A relative newcomer 

to the New York theater 
scene, Holden, who grew 
up in New Jersey, moved to 
Astoria less than four years 
ago. Although he had been 
involved in community the-
ater and the school drama 
club, he studied communi-
cations instead of acting. 
But four months after grad-
uating from the College of 
New Jersey, he accepted a 
job touring with the Ameri-
can Family Theater.

“I didn’t want to live to 
regret it,” Holden said. 

Not long after arriving 
in Astoria, he landed a spot 
in a show titled “Oh Night 
Divine,” where he played 
one of the wise men with a 
big tap dancing number.

He is excited about re-
visiting Flapjack and see-
ing how the character has 
grown.

“He’s a little impulsive 
and gets in binds,” Holden 
said. “But he became the 
hero in the first piece by 
getting the bad guy.”

Of course, Nichols’ 
character believes he, too, 
is attempting to do the right 
thing.

“Playing the villain 
is what attracted me to the 
piece,” Nichols said. “The 
character sees himself as 
the hero. He is trying to 
accomplish something he 
feels justified in doing.”

Grossman’s first play 
focused more on the comic 
aspects of the bumbling de-
tective work of Flapjack and 
his cohorts, Holden said. 
Despite being a version of 
the Keystone Kops, the good 
guys got their man. 

“The first one was over-
the-top comedic,” Holden 
said. “This one has humor, 
but it is much darker. And, 
while it’s a continuation of 
the story, with some of the 
same characters, it stands 
alone.”

Besides returning 
characters, four of the ac-
tors, including Holden, 
are coming back to reprise 
their roles. 

Nichols, who has lived 
in Astoria for nine years, 

said he was excited about 
stepping into the part cold 
in order to try out his ver-
sion of noir. 

“Basically, everything 
is a little heightened,” Nich-
ols said. “Everyone talked a 
little faster, and the energy 
needs to be turned up a lit-
tle higher.”

Growing up on St. Si-
mons Island, Ga. helped 
develop Nichols’ love for 
beaches, marshes and act-
ing, he said. From an early 
age, he became involved 
with the local community 
theater and eventually be-
came a regular fixture in 
many of the shows’ casts. 

After receiving his 
MFA in acting from Bran-
deis University in 2004, he 
headed to New York. 

“It’s working out,” 
Nichols said. “It’s always 
a challenge, but it’s worth 
the struggle.”

IF YOU GO
“Doubles Crossed: The 
Ballad of Rodrigo”

When: May 24 to June 22
Where: Tada Theater, 15 W. 
28th St., second fl oor
Cost: $18
Website: www.
balladofrodgrio.
brownpapertickets.com

ACTORS RIGHT AT HOME IN ASTORIA
Continued from Page 55

Cindy Keiter (l.) and Astoria actor James Holden in a 
scene from “Doubles Crossed: The Ballad of Rodrigo.” 

Photo courtesy of Jason S. Grossman

words are, in fact, quite sin-
cere.

“Work hard, follow 
your dreams, and don’t give 
up,” Kuresumi said.  

Kuresumi concedes 
she still follows those mot-
tos herself.

Describing her favorite 
part of her job, Kuresumi 
shows her natural progres-
sion as a sculptor. 

“I was drawn to por-
celain because of its femi-
nine, elegant, and expres-
sive qualities,” she said. 
“My sculptures are care-
fully hand built, reflecting 
my passion for organic line 
and contrasting textures.  
The possibilities of the por-
celain clay body continue 
to inspire me every day.”

For more information 
about Noriko Kuresumi 
and her sculpture, you can 
view her website at www.
norikokuresumi.com

Sculptor
Continued from Page 57

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

Long Island City sculptor 
Noriko Kuresumi is self-taught. 

Photo courtesy Shin Ono
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Across
1. Cookbook abbr.
5. Word in many business names
8. Smell
13. Surf sound
14. High point
15. Katmandu's land
16. Outstanding
17. Take off
18. "Ta-da!"
19. Weight lifters' gettogether?
22. Parking place
23. Pasture
24. Mystical
27. Decline
29. Zest
33. Santa in California
34. Ricochet
36. Feathery wrap
37. Pioneer carriers
40. Olympic chant
41. Macho guys
42. Al and Tipper
43. Depend
45. Tarnish
46. Like some pines
47. Sixth sense
49. Flower fanciers
50. Book part
58. Ticket category
59. Diving bird
60. Mark's replacement
61. Sticking point?
62. Creative
63. Like a sad sack
64. Old card game for three
65. "You betcha!"
66. Kind of club

Down
1. Links hazard

BUSY ONECROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 23-29, 2014

By Ed Canty

Con Artists

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

E D N A S T S A R S E A
D R O P A A P N E A W A S
D U L L S P E A K E R E S P
A M O U S E S A F E B E T

S E E S S T A T
C D C D R E G S H A H A
L A H R S E A U A B E T S
A L E E O S S A A R P
M A S T S U P A S A R E A

I S I T T E N E T T E M
P R O P B E O K

S I E R R A S I T A L I C
C O E K I N D O F A R A S H
A R C S E D A N L E V E E
B E E S A K S S N E E R

2. Crude dude
3. Sound
4. Kind of cooker
5. Hotfoot it
6. Neighbor of Saudi Arabia
7. Kid's ball material
8. Cavern, in poetry
9. Fix, as leftovers
10. Many a tournament
11. Cleopatra's love ___ Antony
12. Sheltered from the wind
14. Ring around the collar?
20. "Cannn ball" sound?
21. Macaroni shape
24. Come to pass
25. Kind of call
26. Lock site
27. Raring to go
28. Stuff in a muffin

30. End early
31. Gutsy aerialist's request
32. Like a windbag
34. Deep sleep
35. Attractive refrigerator feature?
38. Beat
39. Zero, in sports slang
44. "Old ___," Disney film
46. Country singer Rogers
48. Davenport's kin
49. Fires
50. Mexican sandwich
51. One who raised Cain
52. Commuter's home, for short
53. Whip
54. Apple throwaway
55. Partner of void
56. In alignment
57. A portion

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

MoMA PS1 — The Long Island 
City branch of New York’s 
premiere modern art institution 
offers rotating exhibitions 
and long-term installations. 
Currently on view:  Through 
May 25 — Maria Lassnig’s 
self-portraits based on how 
her body feels from the inside; 
Through June 13 — James 
Ferraro 100%, which includes 
new works by the musician 
intended for site specifi c sites 
within PS1; Through Sept. 14 
—Korakrit Arunanondchai’s 
video installation “2012-2555”;
When: Thursday through Monday, 
from noon - 6 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students and 
seniors, Free/children under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Abdias Nascimento: Artist, 
Activist, Author — The 
exhibition features more than 
two dozen pieces focused on 
orixás, mediators between 
heaven and earth. 
When: Through June 21
Where: The Godwin-Ternbach 

Museum at Queens College 
Klapper Hall, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

Year of Brazil: Art of South 
America — The Godwin-
Ternbach Museum highlights 
South American artworks from 
its permanent collection. 
When: Through August
Where: The Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College Klapper 
Hall, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

13 Most Wanted Men: Andy 
Warhol and the 1964 World’s 
Fair — Created for the World’s 
Fair, Warhol’s 13 paintings 
were covered with silver paint 
the night before the open 
ceremony. Nine of the 13 prints 
Warhol made from the original 
screens, plus 175 other Warhol 
objects are on display.
When: Through Sept. 7
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/suggested adults, 
$4/suggested seniors and 
students, Free/children under 12

Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

Richard Dupont: Object 
Ritual — Dupont works include 
experiments with digital 
scanning and 3D printings using 
his body as the subject. 
When: Through Nov. 16
Where: Queens Museum at 
Bulova Corp. Center, 75-20 
Astoria Blvd., Jackson Heights
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

DANCE

Take Root with Lisa Parra — 
Parra presents her piece “Ana,” 
which looks into the relationships 
between language and movement 
based on her experiences crossing 
the U.S.-Mexico border every day 
for a week.
When: Friday, June 6 and 
Saturday, June 7, at 8 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground at Green Space 
— The monthly program showcases 
new dance works by emerging 

artists. The show includes work by 
What a Lady, k + j projects, Natalie 
N. Johnson, Sum Bones Co. and 
Callie Hatchett Dance.
When: Sunday, June 8, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome and 
all materials are provided. When: 
Mondays, 5:30 pm workshop for 
children 8 to 11; 6:30 pm workshop 
for all ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 

Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

KIDS & FAMILY

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 

the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Arts
Continued from Page 58

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM



TL

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 23-29, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
61

The Annual Scott Joplin Memorial Concert and BBQ at  
St. Michael’s Cemetery will be held on May 24 at 2 p.m.

St. Michael’s is dedicated to the celebration of life. St. Michael’s continues to be an active participant in the lives of the  
citizens of New York as it has been since 1852. For further information contact Ed Horn, Director at (718) 278 3240.
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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Pause, at 40-08 Kennedy 
St., and Karma Boutique, 
at 38-27 Bell Blvd., May 7 
in which they instructed 
a young child to steal per-
sonal property from people 
inside the store and hand it 
to them before leaving.

The women are sus-
pected of taking two purses 
from Worthy Pause that 
contained $170 in cash and 
multiple credit cards, while 
a wallet stolen from Karma 
the same day contained 

$200 in cash and one credit 
card, according to police.

The pair was also 
charged in a third incident 
that occurred April 10 in-
side the Empress Travel 
Agency, at 39-22 Bell Blvd., 
in which the child allegedly 
took $900 from a cash box 
in a back room of the store 
after asking to use a bath-
room nearby, police said.

Margaret Papacostas, 
owner of Karma, said the 
women were able to pull off 
the theft in her store by pre-
tending they were shopping 
around before sending the 
child behind the counter to 
swipe a wallet from a bag 

near the cash register.
She said they left with-

out buying anything and 
a sales associate noticed 
about 20 minutes later that 
her wallet was missing, 
prompting them to check 
the security cameras.

Police did not say 
whether the same child was 
used for all three thefts or 
how she was connected to 
the suspects.

Strong and Eastman 
were arrested May 19 and 
charged with two counts 
each of grand larceny, two 
counts of petit larceny and 
three counts of failure to 
exercise control of a minor.

Continued from Page 1 

Arrest

who heads the break-away 
Independent Democratic 
Conference.

The Water Board re-
cently announced a 3.35 
percent hike in its annual 
water rate proposal, which 
was the lowest since fiscal 
year 2006.

The announcement 
was met with scorn from 

a number of councilmen 
from northeast Queens, in-
cluding Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), who has called out 
Mayor Bill de Blasio for the 
hike.

Lancman criticized the 
mayor for allowing the city 
to charge the Water Board 
a rental payment, which is 
partially to blame for rate 
hikes and goes into the 
city’s general fund rather 
than to water system costs.

De Blasio had criti-
cized charging ratepayers 
this “hidden tax” when he 
was the city public advo-
cate.

The city Independent 
Budget Office recently re-
leased a report that said 
eliminating the rental pay-
ment would, however, not 
significantly slash rate 
hikes in the long term be-
cause of the system’s ever-
growing operating and in-
frastructure costs.

Continued from Page 4 

Avella

headed by elected chairmen 
Douglas Montgomery and 
Charlie McBride, was able 
to raise the nearly $30,000 
needed to put on the show 
in just a few short months.

Area leaders were re-
lieved to see the parade re-
turn to northeast Queens 
this year and said they look 
forward to continuing to 
honor veterans and soldiers 
through the tradition.

“I am proud to take 
part in the greatest Me-
morial Day Pparade in 
the country, a parade that 
continues to honor those 
who gave their lives for our 
country,” said City Coun-
cilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens).

The committee also 
selected five honorees — 
John McHugh Sr., Thomas 
Dent, Rocco Moretto, John 
Peterkin and Lucy Salpeter 
— who will serve as grand 
marshals of this year’s 
event, leading the parade 
route at the head of the line 
and will be honored for 

their service during World 
War II, which was chosen 
as this year’s parade theme 
with the anniversary of 
D-Day approaching next 
month.

The parade will start 
at 2 p.m. Monday and will 
run from Little Neck to 
Douglaston along Northern 
Boulevard. The starting 
point will be at the border 
between Queens and Nas-
sau County.

The annual celebra-
tion is not the only parade 
in the area that has faced 
recent financial difficult. 

The Whitestone Me-
morial Day Parade has 
been struggling in the last 
few years to put together 
the necessary $8,000 in 
funding, but was saved this 
year by generous donations 
by the Greater Whitestone 

Taxpayers Civic Associa-
tion.

Members donated a 
collective $2,000 to make 
sure the parade goes on and 
some members contributed 
as much as $250 individu-
ally.

The future of the pa-
rade was put in jeopardy 
in recent years as city and 
state funding dried up for 
the Whitestone Veterans 
Memorial Association, 
which organizes the parade 
and is a conglomerate of 
three veterans posts: the 
American Legion Post 131, 
the Jewish War Veterans 
Post 415 and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 4787.

The Whitestone parade 
will start at noon Monday 
at Whitestone Memorial 
Park, at the corner of 149th 
Street and 15th Drive.

Marine veterans salute the flag at the conclusion of a past 
Whitestone Memorial Day Parade.

Continued from Page 4 

Parade
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

WALKING FOR A CAUSE
Staff and supporters from PS 46 in Oakland Gardens, including Principal Marcia Goldberg 
(fifth l.), gather for a photo after they took part Sunday morning in the Walk Now for Autism 
Speaks for Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Photo by Christina Santucci

GRADUATIONS

Queens College
Time: 8 a.m., May 29
Place: The Quadrangle 
Commencement Speakers: Scientist and alumna Carol Jantzen, Student Association President 
Matthew Louie.

Queensborough Community College
Time: 10 a.m. Friday, May 30
Place: Queensborough Community College, 222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Commencement speaker: President Dr. Diane B. Call

York College
Time: School of Health and Behavioral Sciences, 8:15 a.m.; School of Arts and Sciences, 12:30 p.m.; 
School of Business and Information Systems, 4:30 p.m., Friday, May 30
Place: Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, 94-45 Guy R. Brewer Blvd.
Commencement speakers: Dr. Karen Aletha Maybank, a city Health Department assistant 
commissioner; journalist and Arise Review news anchor Julian Phillips; JetBlue Airways President 
Robin Hayes.

LaGuardia Community College
Time: 10 a.m., Friday, June 5
Place: Jacob Javits Center North 
Commencement speakers: Journalist Ray Suarez and U.S. Secretary of Labor Thomas E. Perez

Queens Borough Community College’s graduation is scheduled for May 30.
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There is no avoiding 
the razor, but Radik “Ray” 
Khaimov has taken sev-
eral steps to help children, 
particularly those with 
special needs, acclimate to 
haircuts at his Whitestone 
barbershop.

At Khaimov’s Utopia 
Barber Shop, the seats are 
modeled after a police squad 
car and airplane, work sta-
tions boast bright primary 
colors and an Xbox video 
game console serves as a 
waiting area.

“I’m a third-genera-
tion barber. My father was 
a barber. My grandfather 
was a barber .... And It’s 
not so easy that any barber 
can do it,” Khaimov said of 
working with youth who 
have special needs. “My 
wife, she is a special edu-
cation teacher, and we talk 
every day about how to deal 
with special needs.”

Khaimov, of Fresh 
Meadows, said his shop’s 
grand opening, at 20-06 
Utopia Pkwy., two weeks 
ago came out of his noticing 
how many of his former col-
leagues struggled to work 
with children who have 
special needs.

After 15 years in the 
industry, Khaimov said he 
trained four barbers, empha-
sizing the need to entertain 
children with songs while 
working quickly. He pur-
chased dimmer lights that 
do not aggravate the eyes 
and technology to mute the 
buzzing sound on razors.

Bright posters of 

Mickey Mouse, trains and 
characters from children’s 
stories cover the walls. Car-
toons are a mainstay on the 
shop’s televisions screens, 
and Khaimov said the staff 
concludes trims with lolli-
pops and balloons.

“They come all the 
way from Kew Gardens,” 
he said. “So far, a lot of kids 

have come.”
But Khaimov said the 

barbershop does not deal 
strictly with children and 
strives to evoke a family-
friendly atmosphere. In-
deed, on a recent Monday 
morning, two men sat in 
the row of leather seats be-
fore a wood-paneled wall of 
mirrors as barbers clipped 

off their locks.
Utopia Barber Shop is 

open from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
daily except Saturdays.

Children’s cuts are $12. 
Trims cost $14 for those 16 
or older. Shaves go for $14.

“We can do a hot tow-
el shave,” he said. “Some 
16-year-olds, they’ve never 
been shaved before and 

their parents are nervous, 
but we can make it hap-
pen.”

For more information, 
call 718-229-5555 or visit 
utopiabarbershop.com.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Whitestone haircutter serves unique clientele
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IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

 

  

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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During the last five 

seasons, St. Francis Prep 
watched  in defeat as its 
opponents celebrated their 
diocesan titles. No loss was 
more painful then being 
beaten in two straight soft-
ball games by Fontbonne 
Hall and falling a win shy 
last season.

But there was no such 
heartbreak this year. The 
Terriers’ turn to celebrate 
had finally come.

Third-seeded St. Fran-
cis Prep completed a sweep 
of No. 4 Mary Louis with a 
7-4 victory in Game 2 of the 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
softball championship se-
ries Tuesday at Preller 
Field in Brooklyn. The Ter-
riers took the first game 
10-0 in six innings Monday 
en route to their first crown 
since 2008. The taste of vic-
tory was even sweeter for 
senior Jessica Menna, who 
lost in the finals during her 
first three years.

“Words can’t describe 
this right now,” she said. 
“I’m on cloud nine. It’s been 
my goal for four years. It 
feels amazing to be able to 
achieve that.”

SFP Coach Ann Marie 
Rich felt especially happy 

for her five upper-class stu-
dents, including starters 
Menna, Briana Emanuele 
and Theresa Armano along 
with junior Kelly Licul. 
Defending champion Font-
bonne Hall, which SFP 
beat 4-1 in the semifinals, 
and top-seeded Archbishop 
Molloy had been the favor-
ites going into the playoffs, 
but the Terriers ended up 
victorious.

“This is a hardwork-
ing group,” Rich said. 

“They scratched their way 
to this point.”

Their toughness 
showed again against the 
Hilltoppers (7-8). Mary 
Louis tied the score at 1-1 in 
the second game during the 
bottom of the fourth on an 
RBI single from Nicole Hu-
bert, who was 3-for-4 with a 
run scored. 

But the Terriers bat-
tled back, and St. Francis 
Prep (10-5) scored three 
runs in the fifth.

An error kept the in-
ning alive and plated the 
first run. Sophomore Al-
yssa Seiss, who was on base 
four times and scored twice, 
delivered a run-scoring tri-
ple and Menna drove in an-
other run with a base hit to 
make it 4-1 against TMLA 
starter Angela Pfeffer.

SFP increased its lead 
to 5-1 on an error in the 
sixth, but Mary Louis came 
storming back. The Hilltop-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
SOUTH ORANGE — 

St. John’s didn’t help itself 
enough and didn’t receive 
the outside assistance it 
needed to win a Big East 
regular season baseball 
title.

The Red Storm took 
the first two games of a 
weekend series against 
host Seton Hall, but errors, 
lack of clutch hitting and a 
short outing from starter 
Chris Kalica prevented the 
Johnnies from completing 
the sweep and earning at 
least a share of the crown.

Seton Hall held off 
St. John’s 5-4 in the series 
finale and second game of 
the double header Satur-
day. The Johnnies won the 
first two games by scores 
of 7-3 and 4-3.

“They didn’t beat us,” 
St. John’s Coach Ed Blank-
meyer said. “We beat our-
selves today.”

His club needed to 
sweep the Pirates (38-13, 
11-7) and hope league-lead-
ing Creighton lost two of 
three to host Xavier. The 
Bluejays were on the verge 
of doing so before rallying 
from a 3-1 deficit in the sev-
enth to eventually win 5-4 
in 12 innings.

St. John’s (35-18, 13-5) 
earned the No. 2 seed in 
the Big East tournament, 
which it started by facing 
No. 3 Seton Hall last Thurs-
day night at MCU Park in 
Coney Island.

“It’s tough to come in 
here and win three games,” 
Blankmeyer said.

St. John’s, which 

Sports

Continued on Page 69

Continued on Page 69
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Red Storm third baseman Robbie Knightes takes a swing. 
Photo by Vincent Dusovic/SJU

Terriers win diocesan title
SFP beats Mary Louis in two games to end championship drought

St. John’s falls short 
in quest for fi rst place

St. Francis Prep players celebrate their victory over Mary Louis. Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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Tina Charles has 

played at Madison Square 
Garden before, but not 
for one of MSG’s resident 
teams.

There was the storied 
Super Six game with Christ 
the King back in the 2006, 
the Maggie Dixon Classic 
with UConn in 2008 and 
most recently her games as 
part of a visiting Connecti-
cut Sun.

Taking the court at the 
World’s Most Famous Area 
in her first regular season 
game for the New York Lib-
erty had a much different 
feel.

“Now it is just more 

permanent,” Charles said.
The former WNBA 

Most Valuable Player 
would have liked a better 
ending to her New York de-
but as the Liberty fell 79-65 
to the Chicago Sky Satur-
day night. The St. Albans 
native scored a team-high 
15 points and grabbed 12 
rebounds, but she did not 
score a point in the fourth 
quarter, when the Liberty 
watched the game get away 
from them, thanks to a 15-4 
run by Chicago.

“I feel like my pres-
ence needs to be more felt,” 
Charles said. “There were 
times and possessions 
where I was really hesitant, 
and that’s not really like 

me.”
Charles got a warm 

ovation from the crowd, 
which included a large con-
tingent of Christ the King 
students and staff as well as 
New York Knicks players, 
during introductions. Her 
first hoop was a transition 
layup off a pass from DeL-
isha Milton-Jones in the 
game’s opening minute. But 
the Sky (1-1) started double 
teaming Charles after she 
got off to a fast start.

Liberty Coach and for-
mer Detroit Pistons star Bill 
Laimbeer thought Charles 
didn’t react quickly enough 
to the defensive pressure, 
making it more effective 
in stopping her. He’d like to 

see Charles continue to be a 
post presence and push out 
to the perimeter less for the 
Liberty (1-1).

“We have to do a better 
job of working with Tina 
to catch the ball and go to 
work right away,” Laim-
beer said. “She’s a solid, 
quality post player. I think 
she ventured out a little bit 
too much today from what 
we need from her. We want 
her to be more of an inside 
presence than a moving 
out on the perimeter pres-
ence.”

Charles and her team-
mates are still getting ac-
quainted with each other 
after a short training camp. 

The PSAL’s expanded 
softball playoff format 
doesn’t help anyone.

The league tradition-
ally allowed 32 teams each 
into postseason play in 
both its Class A and B divi-
sions.

This year, PSAL is 
letting all 104 squads in 
their respective classes 
compete in the playoffs. 
Even Petrides from Staten 
Island, which is 0–16, is in 
as the No. 39 seed out of 40 
in the ‘A,’ where the bottom 
16 teams have a combined 
record 51-166. There are 16 
teams in the ‘B,’ playoffs 
with two wins or less.

The top eight seeds in 
the ‘A’ have to sit around 
for two rounds and nine ‘B’ 
teams get first-round byes 
depending on how many 
teams there are in each 

borough.
And there is no unifor-

mity. One Queens team gets 
a bye in the ‘B’ while four 
Brooklyn teams take free 
pass in the next round.

I wouldn’t exactly 
call that putting people on 
equal footing.

Listen, I get it. The 
idea is to let the kids play, 
even if it is for one more 
game. That, however, is not 
what high school sports are 
supposed to be about. Leave 
that to the CYO and middle 
school leagues if it has to 
happen. High school sports 
are a learning experience 
for kids as much as classes 
in chemistry and history.

There are winners and 
losers in life, as harsh as 
that may sound when talk-
ing about a group of teenag-
ers. Sports are supposed to 
teach you about working as 
hard as you can to achieve 
a goal. For some teams, that 
means winning a city or a 
division title. For others it 
is making the playoffs. Do-
ing so consistently or fol-
lowing a rough season with 
a playoff berth had been a 
badge of honor before and 

an accomplishment for 
many  programs.

It showed the players’ 
progress as much as the 
teams’ improved records 

do. If this format continues, 
it will make the playoffs 
stop being something spe-
cial and become a given. 
What should teams that are 

not at the top of their divi-
sions shoot for now?

What good are you do-
ing the teams at the top and 
bottom of the seeding? An-

other loss probably looms 
for the lower half, and even 
if the team wins, its second-
round game could produce 
an ugly result. For the clubs 
at the top, how does waiting 
two rounds help them?

Softball is about repeti-
tion and playing regularly 
to stay sharp. The Catholic 
and private school play-
offs are already in prog-
ress, so opportunities for 
scrimmages between those 
leagues and the PSAL are 
limited.

Also, stretching out 
the playoffs leaves you in-
creasingly susceptible to 
rain wreaking havoc on the 
schedule. The title games 
are now a week later than 
last year.

While the idea of let-
ting everyone play sounds 
great, it’s not something 
that should be practiced 
in this case. It helps no 
one, devalues the regular 
season and gives dozens of 
team nothing to strive for.

Keep the playoffs as 
a meaningful accomplish-
ment instead of a given 
from Day One.
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Block Shots

Former CK star makes MSG debut with NY Liberty

New playoff format hurts softball teams
Competition lessened when all 104 schools in PSAL allowed to compete in postseason this year 

Top-seeded Construction is looking to become PSAL Class A champions again this year after winning 
the crown last season (pictured).

New York Liberty’s Tina Charles (r.) hugs Connecticut Sun’s Danielle 
McCray, a former teammate, after a game earlier this month. 

AP photo/Fred Beckham Continued on Page 69
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It was a day of missed 

opportunities for Cathedral 
Prep of Elmhurst.

The Crusaders base-
ball team had a chance to 
move into second place in 
the CHSAA Class A divi-
sion, but fell to Nazareth 3-0 
at American Legion Field 
in Brooklyn May 15.

“We had had an op-
portunity to get a hold of 
second place, to get a first 
round bye. We have beaten 
Nazareth before,” Cathe-
dral Prep Coach Rolando 
Lopez said. “We just didn’t 
come out with the hunger 
and the desire to take it. 
We expected it to happen 
because we beat them be-
fore.”

Nazareth used its 

speed and took advantage 
of Cathedral’s mistakes in 
the victory. The Kingsmen 
(8-4) scored all three of their 
runs without recording a 
base hit. The Crusaders’ 
sloppy play, which allowed 
two runs to cross home 
plate on a throwing error 
and a wild pitch, proved 
costly. The third run came 
in on a squeeze play in the 
first inning.

Shortstop Danny DeBi-
ase said the team’s biggest 
issue was staying focused 
while trying to even the 
score.

“We need to work on 
when we’re down, keeping 
our heads in the game and 
continuing to keep pres-
sure on them,” he said.

The Crusaders (6-5) 
had opportunities to get on 
the board early, but left a 

runner on first in the first 
inning and a runner on sec-
ond and third in the second. 
Then Kingsmen pitchers 
Shamariah McCullough 
and William Navarro, who 
combined to give up only 
one hit from the third in-
ning on, shut them down.

Things have changed 
since Cathedral beat Naza-
reth 7–6 in their first meet-
ing April 23 as part of a 
four-game winning streak. 
The Crusaders had been 
looking strong. The loss to 
Nazareth is now the Cathe-
dral Prep’s fourth-straight 
defeat.

“When we played them 
the last time, we were in the 
midst of a four-game win-
ning streak,” Lopez said. 
“As a team we were hit-
ting over .400, hitting our 
strides, everything looked 

good. Our pitching was 
good, our defense was good 
and we just wanted to prove 
that we belonged because 
everyone thought we would 
finish somewhere near the 
bottom.”

But things have taken 
a turn for the worst since 
then. They faced a play-in 
game this Thursday to get 
into the CHSAA playoffs. If 
they win, they will have a 
shot to contend for the title, 
a goal that had appeared 
within reach at the start of 
the season.

“We had high hopes. 
We were 6-1, a half game out 
of first place,” Lopez said. 
“Right now we have lost 
four in a row. Right now we 
are looking to have a home 
game for our play-in game 
and try and get into the 
round robin tournament.”

It’s a chemistry that will 
come with time. All-Star 
guard Cappie Pondexter is 
happy to have Charles on 
her side to take away some 
of the pressure.

“She’s a great player,” 
Pondexter said. “When you 
have another great player 
alongside yourself, it’s a 
great feeling. We just have 

to get acclimated with each 
other.”

One familiar face 
wasn’t able to attend 
Charles’ debut at the Gar-
den. Epiphanny Prince, her 
former high school and col-
lege rival at Murry Berg-
traum and Rutgers, is re-
portedly taking some time 
away from the Sky because 
she is burned out from her 
year-round playing sched-
ule. Competing against 
her is something Charles 

missed.
“You always look for-

ward to playing against 
great players,” she said. 
“They really raise your 
game.”

She is hoping to do that 
the rest of the season and in 
the future for the Liberty at 
her new home of Madison 
Square Garden.

“I’m going to look for-
ward to playing many years 
here,” Charles said.

committed four errors in 
the final game, couldn’t 
overcome Seton Hall’s four 
runs scored in the opening 
frame against Kalica, who 
lasted just two-thirds of an 
inning.

The Pirates added 
their second unearned run 
of the game in the second 
inning to make it 5–1, but 
SJU reliever Matt Hennie 
was stellar after that. The 
red shirt-sophomore used 
his off-speed pitches to 
keep Seton Hall batters off 
balance. He allowed just 
one unearned run on five 
hits in a career-high six in-
nings of work.

“It’s the best way to get 
ahead in the count for me,” 
Hennie said of his off-speed 
pitches.

His performance gave 
St. John’s a chance to get 
back in the game, but the 
Johnnies couldn’t man-
age more than single runs 
in the fifth, seventh and 
eighth. Twice double plays 
kept them from a big frame. 
The Johnnies did get a big 
series from freshman third 
baseman Robbie Knightes, 
who was 7-for-10 in the 
three games.

“I’m just sticking with 
my approach pretty much, 
just being myself, being ag-
gressive,” Knightes said.

Aggressiveness may 
have hurt St. John’s, down 
5-4 in the eighth. With a run 
already in on an outfield er-

ror, Zach Lauricella tried 
to go all the way to third 
on an overthrow of home, 
but was tagged out for the 
second out. The throw from 
reliever Joe DiBenedetto 
beat Lauricella to the bag, 
but Blankmeyer believed 
Lauricella got in before the 
tag. The coach vehemently 
argued the call, but was 
ejected from the game.

“He was safe,” Blank-
meyer said. “Bad angle. 
Bad call.”

The defeat left a bad 
taste in the players’ mouths 
after what was on the whole 
a successful weekend.

“That first inning hurt 
us a little bit, but we batted 
back pretty hard,” Knightes 
said. “The pitchers picked 
us up and we have to pick 
them up, too.”
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Cathedral Prep falls to Nazareth after sloppy defense

Continued from Page 68 

Liberty

Cathedral pitcher Tim McQuail prepares to release the ball in a 
game against Nazareth. Photo by Steve Solomonson

pers plated three runs on 
four hits in the bottom of 
the frame, including RBI 
singles from Brigitte McCa-
be and Katherine Barbaro, 
to cut the deficit to 5-4 with 
one out.

Terriers starter Mon-
ica Zhivanaj, who also had 
two hits, was able to halt 
the damage by forcing two 
ground outs.

“It was a little shaky, 
but we didn’t let down,” 
Seiss said. “We knew that 
we could do this.”

SFP added two insur-
ance runs in the seventh 
when the second baseman 
couldn’t handle a ball hit 
by Armano, and Seiss and 

Menna came around to 
score to make it 7-4. Brian-
na Baglino added two hits 
and a run scored.

TMLA did get runners 
on second and third with 
one out in the bottom of 
the seventh, but Zhivanaj 
retired Huber for the first 
time of the game and struck 
out McCabe to end it.

“We’d be lost without 
them,” Menna said of Zhi-
vanaj and Seiss.

St. Francis Prep ad-
vances to face Archdioc-
esan champ St. Joseph by 
the Sea laster this week in 
the CHSAA city title game. 
The victor takes on the 
Rockville Centre, L.I., win-
ner in the state semifinals 
2 p.m. Tuesday at Moore 
Catholic.

For Mary Louis, this 

ends a season that was ex-
pected to be a rebuilding 
year, but was filled with 
plenty of success to give the 
school momentum moving 
forward.

“We will be here again 
next year,” first-year Mary 
Louis Coach ToniAnne 
Campuzano said. “Now we 
work off of this.”

The Terriers under-
stand how hard a Brook-
lyn/Queens title is to 
achieve. Ending their five-
year drought and an up-
and-down regular season 
with a championship play-
off run required plenty of 
self-confidence and deter-
mination. 

“We tried,” Zhivanaj 
said. “We were practicing 
for this day and we did it.”

Continued from Page 67 

Terriers
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tor contracted as a consul-
tant. They would prefer to 
see the school invest in a 
science teacher tasked with 
reviving its partnership 
with Queens Hospital.

The three walked out 
of a scheduled C-30 meeting 
earlier this month, but said 
they noticed that one of the 
candidates waiting to be in-
terviewed was interim act-
ing Principal Delia Joseph, 
who worked with Henry at 
a previous school and was 
hired to temporarily over-
see guidance in September.

They said the BOE told 
them the three-month cap 
on C-30 proceedings could 
be lifted because of the 
harsh winter and other ex-
tenuating circumstances.

“We are questioning 
the whole process because 
it smells,” Braithwaite 
said.

The Mets organiza-
tion also donated $22,222.22 
to his Turn 2 foundation, 
which motivates young peo-
ple to turn away from drugs 
and alcohol, and Jeter  was 
presented with a check by 
Mets Chief Operating Offi-
cer Jeff Wilpon.

Jeter was jokingly hop-
ing for more in what could 
be seen as a jab at the Mets’ 
financial woes.

“You sure it’s not $222 
[thousand]?” he said.

Wilpon awkwardly 
responded, “No, no, no” be-
fore Jeter made it clear he 
wasn’t serious. He thanked 
the Mets for their generosi-
ty and reminisced about his 
time playing in the Subway 
Series. Jeter said his first 
Subway Series in 1997 and 
the 2000 World Series were 
his most memorable install-
ments. No matter where he 
played, the fans made each 
game feel important.

“What’s special is the 
energy in the stadium in all 
four, old Yankee Stadium, 
the new Yankee Stadium, 
Shea and Citi,” Jeter said. 
“It’s the fans that remain 
the same and the fans who 
make it fun for us, regard-
less of the standings or 
where any team is or how 
they’re playing.”

Most fans would like 
to see the Mets and Yan-
kees go back to playing 
six games, three in each 

ballpark like they did from 
1999-2012 instead of the 
current format with Major 
League Baseball scaling 
back interleague play.

“Before kind of split it 
up a little bit,” Katie Walk-
er said. “It feels like this is 
it. It’s over.”

Mets Manager Terry 
Collins said he is fine with 
the way things are now 
because the atmosphere 
around the games is so dif-
ferent than the rest of the 
regular season.

Mike Keppel can see 

how playing division rivals 
later in the season would be 
more appealing.

“If I was a Yankees fan, 
I’d rather play the Orioles 
or the Red Sox,” he said.

Even so, the games 
don’t have the same feel as 
the Mets and Yankees play-
ing each other because of 
the friendly to heated rival-
ry between their fans.

“I don’t like Yankee 
fans,” said Astoria resident 
Michael Hernandez. “It’s 
always nice to be beat the 
Yankees.”

a stable voice of reason,” 
Meng said. “She is always 
about long-term solutions.”

Gianaris praised 
Stavisky as instrumental in 

passing recent Senate legis-
lation on making the Lunar 
New Year a school holiday 
and on the East Sea naming 
controversy between Japan 
and Korea.

“She brings something 
to the Senate that is often 
lacking. That’s an educ-
tion about the issues of 

her district, immigrant is-
sues especially,” Gianaris 
said. “There were some 
important bills passed in 
the Senate this year that 
would not have happened if 
Sen. Stavisky did not spend 
her time educating her col-
leagues.”

nounce his candidacy by 
the end of the week.

The former comptroller 
was set to make an appear-
ance at the party’s conven-
tion Thursday morning, fu-
eling speculation he might 
announce his candidacy 
there. He was also sched-
uled to attend a number of 
public events that day with 
Korean, Chinese and gay 
and lesbian groups. A UFT 
event and an appearance 
on NY1’s “Inside City Hall” 
were also on his calendar.

“The fight to protect 
our Democratic values 
is coming to Queens. To-
gether we will move our 
city and state forward. Stay 
tuned,” he tweeted Monday 
morning.

The party’s nomina-
tion ended months of spec-
ulation following Liu’s exit 
from office after his failed 
mayoral campaign in Sep-
tember.

The former city comp-
troller took  fourth place 
in the mayoral Democratic 
primary after an investiga-
tion into his office’s cam-
paign finances derailed his 
campaign and resulted in 
the indictment of his cam-
paign treasurer and a fund-
raiser.

Liu was not accused of 
any wrongdoing. The city’s 
campaign finance board 
subsequently refused the 
mayoral hopeful public 
matching funds of $3.5 mil-
lion, for which he is now su-

ing the city.
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 

(D-Jackson Heights), who 
heads the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, has been 
actively pushing Liu to 
run against Avella. The 
two-term senator angered 
party leadership in Feb-
ruary when he joined the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference, which controls 
the Senate with the Repub-
licans.

“There are many Dem-
ocrats who are rightfully 
offended by Tony Avella’s 
betrayal of those who elect-
ed him and it’s not surpris-
ing that someone who is 
consistently progressive 
in his career as John Liu 
would share that feeling,” 
said Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), who heads the 
Democratic Senate Cam-
paign Committee.

Gianaris declined to 
say how much funding the 
committee was prepared to 
put into defeating Avella.

“We certainly expect 
to be supportive as we 
would in any district of a 

Democratic candidate who 
we expect to sit with other 
Democrats,” Gianaris said. 
“There are real world con-
sequences to Tony Avella’s 
self-serving decision.”

When reached for com-
ment on the nomination, 
Avella issued the following 
statement:

“I’m proud of my re-
cord — fighting for the 
working class residents of 
Queens and delivering on 
core Democratic legislation 
that makes a meaningful 
difference in their lives. I 
work for the people I repre-
sent — not for the Queens 
party bosses or political in-
siders. Whether it’s helping 
our seniors, passing mar-
riage equality or protecting 
our environment, I have al-
ways fought for the issues 
that matter most to the 
people of my district and I 
look forward to discussing 
my progressive record in 
the months ahead.”

Of eligible voters in 
Avella’s district, 26.1 per-
cent are Asian, according 
to state redistricting maps.
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John Liu is expected to announce his candidacy to challenge state 
Sen. Tony Avella this week, according to Democratic Party offi-
cials. Photo by Christina Santucci

great.
“William Wilberforce 

was 25 when he began 
fighting slavery, Nelson 
Mandela began his fight 
against apartheid and age 
26 and Mother Theresa was 
12 when she began fighting 
poverty,” Evans said.

Other highlights of 
the commencement cer-

emony was the posthumous 
awarding of the univer-
sity’s Medal of Honor to 
Pamela Shea-Byrnes, who 
died Christmas Eve morn-
ing. Shea-Byrnes graduat-
ed from St. John’s and later 
returned to serve as vice 
president for university 
ministry.

Brenna Beluk, Class of 
2014, followed with an en-
tertaining student address.

“We are not Gerber ba-
bies, we are Google babies,” 
she said. “We are part of the 

most educated generations 
in American history.”

Beluk added that her 
class’s education was aug-
mented by witnessing a 
changing New York City 
with their own eyes.

“We saw as street art 
was swept away so that con-
dos could replace 5Pointz,” 
she said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com of by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 9 

St. John’s

Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter accepts a $22,222.22 check from 
the Mets COO Jeff Wilpon for Jeter’s Turn 2 Foundation charity. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
 

With Any PoweRise® Purchase 
from Hunter Douglas

With All Window Treatment Orders 
(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away


