
BY BILL PARRY

The life and legacy of 
the late Walter McCaffrey 
was celebrated in Woodside 
Saturday when the corner 
of 61st Street and Woodside 
Avenue was renamed in his 
honor.

Nearly 300 people 
watched as the sign for Wal-
ter McCaffrey Place was 
unveiled.

“The late Walter Mc-
Caffrey will never be for-
gotten,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “A Wood-
sider till the end, Walter 

never stopped advocating 
for his neighborhood and 
this district, setting a high 
bar for all elected officials 
who followed him in of-
fice.”

McCaffrey served the 
26th District from 1985-
2001, where he wrote land-
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Carmel Fromson knew some-
thing was wrong when she woke 
up in the middle of the night with 
excruciating pain in her eye.

She had been out rowing on 
Flushing Bay hours earlier with 
the Empire Dragon Boat Team 
when she got some water splashed 
on her face. Unfortunately for 
Fromson, the area’s waters re-

ceive approximately 10 truckloads 
of human feces a year from sewer 
overflows that empty into the bay, 
according to researchers.

Fromson went immediately 
to the emergency room and re-

quired antibiotics to deal with 
an infection that was festering in 
her eye.

The constant flow of sludge 
into Flushing Bay is a problem 
the Empire Dragon Boat Team, 
which consists of 32 breast cancer 
survivors, has been dealing with 
for years.

The team, which was found-
ed five years ago, uses the bay 
to practice twice a week. Raw 
sewage overflows into the bay 
anytime there is even minimal 
rainfall because the city’s sewer 
system cannot handle the extra 
water. It is not uncommon to see 
used tampons, condoms and feces 
floating in the water.

“It’s like an open sewer,” 
Fromson said. “You see toilet pa-
per. It’s really disgusting.”

The group has started to 
coordinate a concerted effort to 
clean up the bay.

Club members started tak-
ing weekly water samples in the 
bay two years ago to have the 
water’s bacteria levels analyzed. 
In the first year of samples, they 
found the water quality indicated 
extremely high levels of bacteria, 

Queens Impact Award recipients gather for a group photo following the dinner for 250 people at Douglaston Manor 
May 15. The event recognized 27 men and women who have made a difference in Queens. They were nominated by 
an outside committee. Photo by Christina Santucci

HONORING QUEENS’ UNSUNG HEROS

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Days after President Barack 
Obama pleaded for infrastruc-
ture and transportation fund-
ing at the foot of the Tappan Zee 
Bridge, transit unions rallied for 
related investments in front of 
the Jamaica Bus Depot.

Amalgamated Transit Union 
Locals 1056 and 1179, which rep-
resent Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority bus drivers and 
mechanics in Queens, handed 
out pamphlets May 16 espousing 
the economic and job benefits of 
putting more money into public 
transportation.

As part of an organized labor 
effort across the country dubbed 
National Transit Month, Local 
1056 President Mark Henry and 
Local 1179 President John Lyons 
pushed for what they described 
as a long overdue investment in 
Queens buses.

In a joint memo, the ATU 
chapters called for constructing 
a new Jamaica depot, replacing 
older buses with newer models 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Police Commissioner William Bratton 
pledged to make collaboration the hallmark of his 
tenure at the Greater Jamaica Development Corp. 
annual meeting Wednesday afternoon.

Bratton told a crowded auditorium in the 

Bratton wants to build on model 

that slashed crime in SE Queens

Community leaders and elected offi-
cials hold a commemorative sign in hon-
or of the late City Councilman Walter 
McCaffrey.

Transit unions
want fed funds
for boro buses

Boaters cry foul on Flushing Bay
Club members test water quality as city prepares to clean up sewage overfl ow

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 9

Woodside honors McCaffrey
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens Gateway par-
ents say the city skirted 
administrative hiring 
practices when appointing 
a principal in 2012, but they 
are not going to let similar 
violations slide this time.

The Queens Gateway 
to Health Sciences Parent-
Teacher Association co-
presidents said the so-called 
C-30 process used to hire 
principals and assistant 
principals was violated in 
2012 when Superintendent 
Juan Mendez hired Judy 
Henry as principal despite 
concerns about his being 
listed as her professional 
reference. 

Now, the PTA leaders 
allege the city Department 
of Education is not uphold-
ing a three-month cap on 
the C-30 process and they 
believe the delay is intend-
ed to benefit one assistant 
principal candidate.

PTA Co-Presidents 
Sandra Williams and Derek 
Braithwaite said they first 
encountered violations of 
the C-30 process in 2012, 
when candidate names 
were leaked to the commit-
tee of parents, teachers and 
a student before it was con-
vened to interview prospec-
tive principals.

This contributed to 
concerns about crony-
ism when Superintendent 
Mendez, who supervises 
Districts 24, 25, 26, 28 and 
29, hired Henry as princi-
pal back in 2012. The par-
ent leaders and then-Stu-
dent Body President Rafi 
Reyasat said the committee 
ranked Henry poorly and 
had concerns about Men-
dez being listed as her ref-
erence.

Mendez referred in-
quires to the DOE, which 
had no comment on the C-30 
established before Henry 
was hired.

“Judy Henry didn’t 
even answer any of the 
questions in-depth. She 
came in like, ‘This is my 
job,’” Williams said. “Next 
thing you know, she was 
appointed even though she 

had the lowest ranking.”
Henry did not respond 

to requests for comment. 
Under her tenure, 

Gateway received a “B” 
grade on its 2012-13 middle-
school progress report and 
an “A” on it high school 
progress report. However, 
both reviews gave Gateway 
a “C” for school environ-
ment, which measures at-
tendance rates and a survey 
of how staff, students and 
parents view academic ex-
pectations, safety, respect 
and communication.

Now in 2014, the par-
ent leaders and current 
Student Body President 
David Aronov said they 
are again fighting the DOE 
to uphold C-30 regulations 
at Gateway. They said the 
DOE began the C-30 process 
nearly eight months ago 
and refused to repost an as-
sistant principal opening 
when they pointed out the 
chancellor’s regulations re-
quire that the C-30 commit-
tee conclude its activities 
within three months.

They believe the C-30 
process, designed to give a 
committee of school staff, 
parents and sometimes a 
student the chance to share 
feedback on prospective ad-
ministrators is being skirt-
ed to benefit an interim act-
ing principal at Gateway.

The department said 
the three-month time frame 

for such committees is not 
set in stone. 

“We have an overload 
of administrators,” Wil-
liams said, noting the new 
hire would boost to four 
the number of administra-
tors working with the prin-
cipal to manage roughly 
800 pupils. “This principal 
is bringing on one of her 
friends.”

Under the chancel-
lor’s regulations, superin-
tendents serve as hiring 
managers for principal 
positions and principals as-
sume that role for assistant 
principals. Hiring manag-
ers are charged with nar-
rowing applicants down to 
three or five candidates, 
presenting them to a C-30 
committee for interviews 
and feedback and then set-
tling on a hire.

After Henry was hired, 
Braithwaite said the C-30 
reached out to then Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Walcott 
and the special commis-
sioner of investigation.

He said the chancellor 
never responded. An em-
ployee dispatched from the 
Office of the Special Com-
missioner of Investigation 
— which is described as a 
DOE unit independent from 
the chancellor — lost par-
ents’ trust when he showed 
them a card indicating he 
worked for Walcott, accord-
ing to Braithwaite.

Parents say the C-30 process for hiring administrators is being 
skirted at Queens Gateway to Health Sciences Secondary School. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Jamaica Hills school fl outs 
hiring regulation: Parents
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

In September 2011, Terry 
Katz and Al Stark set off to tell 
the story of Pomonok Houses.

After almost three years and 
more than 120 interviews later, 
the duo are close to completing 
their documentary, which chron-
icles what it was like to grow up 
in the Flushing housing develop-
ment in the 1950s and ’60s.

The idea for the documen-
tary, “Written on a Project Wall: 
A Reminiscence,” was first con-
ceived when Katz wanted to make 
a short film about Jack, an ice 
cream man who used to sell treats, 
baseball cards and hula hoops to 
the development’s children.

Katz found Stark, who also 
grew up in the development, 
while trying to figure out what 
happened to Jack, and the two 
decided to embark on telling 
the story of the community that 
sprouted from Pomonok.

The 35-building development 

has 2,070 apartments that house 
an estimated 4,204 people, accord-
ing to the city Housing Authority. 
The mammoth development, bor-
dered by 65th and 71st avenues 
as well as Parsons and Kissena 
boulevards, was completed in 

1952 and Katz’s family moved in 
shortly afterward.

“Lots of people think of pub-
lic housing today as these rat-in-
fested places, but it isn’t like that 
today and definitely wasn’t like 
that back then,” Katz said. “We 

wanted to demystify that.”
Katz, who was born in the 

housing development in 1954, 
fondly remembered it as a friend-
ly community where there were 
always other children nearby to 
play with.

“Everybody kind of knew 
each other there and if you were 
doing something wrong, people 
would tell your mom,” he said. 
“And by the time you got home, 
your mom would know what you 
did.”

The two interviewed a num-
ber of prominent people who grew 
up in Pomonok Houses, such as 
former U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman, 
actor Mike Starr of “Goodfellas” 
fame and Max Grodenchik, broth-
er of former Deputy Borough 
President Barry Grodenchik.

Katz, who now lives in Fresh 
Meadows, said there were many 
overlapping themes in all the in-
terviews they conducted, but the 
main one was of racial diversity. 
In the ’50s, 13 percent of the resi-

dents in Pomonok Houses were 
black at a time when only 9 per-
cent of the borough was black, ac-
cording to Katz.

“It was considered a highly 
integrated environment back in 
the 1950s,” he said.

Katz and Stark did a pre-
screening of the documentary 
last week to a get feedback on the 
film and are going to give it its 
finishing production touches this 
summer.

“Over this course of three 
years, I’ve met so many nice 
people I didn’t know growing up 
there because you didn’t hang out 
with people a year or two older 
or younger than you,” Katz said. 
“I really wish I knew them back 
then and had their friendship all 
those years. This film has been a 
very rewarding personal experi-
ence.”

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

Terry Katz’s film documents what it was like growing up in Pomonok Houses in 
the 1950s. Photo courtesy Katz

Filmmakers close in on fi nishing Pomonok documentary
Movie, which explores life in public housing during 1950s, to be given last touches this summer

BY BILL PARRY

Tuesday evening turned out 
to be a shining moment for the 
Sunnyside Business Improve-
ment District and its fourth an-
nual restaurant showcase.

Sunnyside Shines Executive 
Director Rachel Thieme wanted 
to make this year’s Taste of Sun-
nyside an outdoor affair, so she 
had a block-long festival tent 
pitched underneath the No. 7 sub-
way line on Queens Boulevard be-
tween 45th and 46th streets.

“I guess you could say it was 
just a great experiment in the use 
of space,” Thieme said. “It was a 
challenge, for sure, but we want-
ed greater exposure this year and 
you can’t get more visible than 
that.”

And silence the critics as 
well. When the plans were made 
public in March, social media ex-
ploded with comments from skep-
tics who said the location was far-
cical. Too much noise from the 7, 
too much pollution from Queens 

Boulevard, too much pigeon dung 
they complained.

Thieme heard it all.
“To the critics I’d just say we 

really showed that you can make 
everyone happy,” she said. “All 
the feedback we’ve gotten has 
been totally positive.”

Jean Clancy, co-owner of 
Claret Wine Bar, had some trepi-
dation.

“I was very skeptical of the 
idea, but this tent masks the 
sound of the train quite a bit –– 
this worked out very nicely,” she 
said.

Claret was one of 25 area 
restaurants and bars that set 
up around the perimeter of the 
170-foot-by-30-foot tent and pro-
vided samples of food to more 
than 500 attendees.

“The goal was to promote the 
restaurants and the district as a 
destination for fine dining and I 
guess we did that,” Thieme said.

“There’s a real traction 
brought on by setting up a tent 
under the el,” Bar 43 owner Nick 

Murphy said. “A lot of people had 
questions about pigeon crap and 
stuff, but look at the interest, peo-
ple are coming off the subway and 
checking us out.”

Aubergine owner Gary 
O’Niell said, “I think the tent was 
a great idea,  It’s good to think 

outside the box, it’s probably gar-
nering a lot more attention than 
in years past.”

Others agreed, including 
Pat Tunney, owner of the Copper 
Kettle.

“This is a breath of fresh air 
if there is such a thing like fresh 

air on Queens Boulevard. It’s vi-
brant and upbeat.  People check 
it out and say what’s this doing in 
Queens?” he said.

Geographically, the boule-
vard runs straight through the 
neighborhood, creating a per-
ceived divide in the community 
with the north containing Sun-
nyside Gardens, considered to be 
more affluent.

“I like the location because 
it’s right in the middle and it 
brings the northside and the 
southside together,” Quaint own-
er Tim Chen said. “I like the unity 
that this location brings.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said, 
“And let’s not forget the east and 
the west. I think it’s great for the 
neighborhood and everyone’s lov-
ing it.  It’s nights like this that 
remind you that this is one of the 
best neighborhoods in the city.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

Food fans line up under the No. 7 subway line waiting to enter the Taste of 
Sunnyside. Photo by Bill Parry

Taste of Sunnyside draws raves for BID leader
Big tent pitched under No. 7 subway line gets area restaurants noticed while quieting critics
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman’s (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) wife has been nomi-
nated by the Queens Demo-
cratic Party as its candidate 
for a Queens Civil Court 
judgeship.

The county committee 
voted to endorse Morgan 
Lancman for one of two 
judgeships Monday morn-
ing.

The former state as-
semblyman ran against the 
Queens Democratic Party’s 
candidate when he lost to 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) in a 2012 con-
gressional race, but then 
ran with party backing for 
his Council seat the follow-
ing year.

He then supported the 
Queens Democratic Par-
ty’s candidate for Council 
speaker, Councilman Dan 
Garodnick (D-Brooklyn), 
in a losing bid.

His loyalty in that race 
may have helped the tim-
ing of his wife’s nomination 
from the county Dem ma-
chine, but Lancman said 
more was at play.

“It’s a combination 
of politics, what’s avail-
able and where you are in 
terms of how long you’ve 
been waiting. For her, she’s 
been waiting a while, her 
qualifications are beyond 
reproach and people in the 
courts system know and 
like her,” he said. “My wife 
had all three things going 

for her and the political 
stars aligned.”

Lancman said his wife 
had been up for consider-
ation for several years and 
had passed through an in-
dependent screening panel 
in order to be considered.

“It was inevitable her 
term would come up,” he 
said. “It just happened to be 
this year and we’re happy 
about it.”

The councilman’s wife 
has most recently served as 
a court referee in Queens 
Supreme Court. Before 
that, she was a principal 
law clerk under Queens Su-
preme Court Judge Roger 
Rosengarten.

She had worked in a 
private practice for a few 
years after she graduated 
from New York Law School 

in 1994, Lancman said. She 
then went on to work as an 
attorney in the city comp-
troller’s office, before start-
ing to work in the courts.

If elected, Lancman’s 
wife will join a courthouse 
whose judges have faced 
criticism in the past for giv-
ing politically connected 
attorneys lucrative appoint-
ments, such as guardian-
ships and receiverships.

Lancman said he has 
never received any such ap-
pointments.

“My family jokes I’m 
useless to them as a law-
yer,” he said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

City Councilman Rory Lancman stands beside his wife, Morgan, 
before he is inaugurated during a ceremony at LeFrak Concert 
Hall. Morgan has been nominated for a judgeship by the Queens 
Democratic Party. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Dems tap Lancman’s wife
to run for civil court judge
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BY BILL PARRY

Queens remembered.
The World’s Fair 

grounds at Flushing 
Meadow Corona Park was 
swarmed Sunday by an 
estimated 60,000 visitors 
who turned out for the free, 
daylong festival celebrat-
ing the 50th anniversary 
of the 1964 World’s Fair and 
the 75th anniversary of the 
1939 World’s Fair.

Traffic was backed 
up on the Grand Central 
Parkway and the parking 
lots were filled early as fair 
lovers mobbed tents filled 
with memorabilia, live per-
formances by the Andean 
band Raices, the all-female 
mariachi band Mariachi 
Flor de ToLache and Beat-
les tribute band Liverpool 
Shuffle.

The crowds around 

a vintage car collection, 
which included the origi-
nal Batmobile, were so con-
gested visitors could barely 
turn around.

“We knew there was go-
ing to be a huge turnout for 
this event,” Seth Bornstein, 
president of the Queens 
Economic Development 

Corp., said. “It changed the 
face of Queens forever, so of 
course everyone would be 
here to celebrate.”

Bornstein went on to 
explain that changes to 
federal immigration laws 
in 1965 made it possible for 
many foreign visitors to the 
’64 World’s Fair to return 

and settle in Queens.
“It really did change 

the borough forever and 
this place is now part of our 
fabric,” Bornstein said.

The two World’s Fairs 
drew a combined 96 million 
people from around the 
country and the world.

Queens Parks Com-

missioner Dorothy Lewan-
dowski said, “Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park was 
the site of a unique moment 
in history not once, but 
twice. Today it is a unique 
park, the largest park in 
our borough and one we be-
lieve is the most diverse in 
the nation.”

Borough President 
Melinda Katz called it the 
crown jewel of the park 
system in Queens and reit-
erated her commitment to 
preserving the iconic New 
York State Pavilion.

“Look at the excite-
ment right here in the 
world’s borough,” Katz said. 
“Paris has the Eiffel Tower, 
we have the State Pavilion 
and the Unisphere.”

She paid special atten-
tion to the Unisphere, the 
300-ton globe surrounded 
by three rings symbolizing 
early satellites at the start 
of the Space Race. Procla-
mations from Borough Hall 
and the state Assembly 
were presented to Delores 
Clarke, widow of Unisphere 
designer Gilbert Clarke.

“I’m so thrilled  ––  he 
deserves every honor,” she 
said. “He was a totally dedi-
cated human being.”

World’s Fair festival brings back memories
Some 60,000 visitors fl ock to Flushing Meadows park to relive two events that changed Queens

Left: Fireworks light up the sky above the New York State Pavilion during the World’s Fair Festival. Right: Attendees are given a rare look 
inside the New York State Pavilion.  Photos by Steven Malecki
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) is one 
of three representatives in 
Queens asking the city to 
consider expanding ferry 
service to two locations in 
the northeast part of the 
borough.

Vallone wrote a joint 
letter with his Council col-
leagues Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst) and 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) ad-
dressed to Hannah Henn, 
director of ferry service 
for the city, asking the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. to conduct a pilot pro-
gram that would test out 
the long-term viability of 
offering permanent ferry 
service from Manhattan to 
Citi Field in Flushing and 
to Fort Totten in Bayside.

The letter cites a vari-
ety of factors the Council 
members say support the 
idea of instituting a new 
route from Manhattan to 
both locations.

“We believe a combi-
nation of factors will lead 
to an overwhelming suc-
cess of the proposed sites: 

the demand from local 
communities, economic vi-
ability, lack of transporta-
tion alternatives provided 
to northeast Queens and 
the availability of exist-
ing docks at the proposed 
sites,” the letter said.

The letter, officially 
sent from Vallone’s office, 
refers to a 2013 Citywide 
Ferry Study completed by 
the EDC, which mentioned 
Citi Field as a potential stop 
along a ferry route because 
of its vicinity to Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
the World’s Fair Marina.

The letter also states 
that ferry service to Citi 
Field and Fort Totten 
would help alleviate some 
of the overcrowding on the 
No. 7 train, the only line to 
run from Manhattan to the 
northeastern part of the 
borough.

Under the plan pro-
posed by the Council mem-
bers, ferry service would be 
offered from the East River 
to the two sites in Queens 
separately, but no service 
was requested between Citi 
Field and Fort Totten.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

After receiving doz-
ens of complaints from 
residents and civic associa-
tions, the E. Gluck Corp. an-
nounced this week it would 
be making changes to a 
36-foot-tall gray wall the 
company put up last month 
at the site of its new ware-
house in Little Neck.

The wall was erected 
in April by the site’s devel-
oper, Steel Tribune LLC, af-
ter construction began on 
the property, at 60-15 Little 
Neck Parkway  as the watch-
making company prepared 
to relocate from Long Is-
land City to the warehouse 
in northeast Queens that 
was formerly occupied by 
the Leviton manufacturing 
company.

After several weeks 
of pressure from state and 
local representatives, E. 
Gluck has agreed to lower 
the wall, which faces 262nd 
Street, by 14 feet and will 
also add nearly 100 trees 
and plants to soften the 
look of the warehouse’s ex-
terior.

“The removal of 14 
feet from the wall should 
allow more light to come 
through, reduce the shad-
ow and mitigate the nega-
tive impact that the struc-
ture would have had on the 
neighbors,” said City Coun-
cilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens). “I want 
to see the property owners 

follow through on this com-
mitment as quickly as pos-
sible.”

In the weeks the wall 
has stood at the edge of the 
property line, nearby hom-
eowners have complained 
that the massive, solid gray 
structure has detracted 
from the beauty of their 
neighborhood, with some 
residents even saying it re-
minded them of the walls 
surrounding a prison.

Homeowners also 
were aggravated that the 
wall, which local officials 
say was not part of the ap-
proved plans they were 
shown last year, blocks tele-

vision and phone signals 
into their homes.

“It’s a horrible eyesore 
and there’s an injustice be-
ing done to the people who 
live here,” Marcia Kops, 
who lives a few blocks from 
the construction site, said 
at an April 22 rally in pro-
test against the wall.

The 14-foot reduction, 
which will bring the wall’s 
height down to 22 feet, will 
decrease the surface area 
of the structure by nearly 
40 percent  to reduce the im-
pact.

In addition, to modify-
ing the height of the wall, 
E. Gluck has also agreed 

to plant 20 flowering pear 
trees and 75 white pine 
trees to help the industrial 
structure better blend in 
with the residential area 
around it.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and state As-
semblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) released state-
ments expressing gratitude 
that the company had mod-
ified its plans, and both leg-
islators said they hope E. 
Gluck considers the needs 
and concerns of residents 
surrounding the property 
as construction continues.

The E. Gluck Corp. has agreed to lower the 36-foot wall on its new warehouse property that has an-
gered nearby residents. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Bring ferry service 
to NE Qns: Vallone

Gluck agrees to lower wall
Company will take 14 ft. off structure in Little Neck due to complaints

Councilman Paul Vallone has suggested running a ferry service to 
Fort Totten through Little Neck Bay.
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

Avella touts water rate bill to cut users’ costs
State legislation would eliminate minimum charge levied by utility on small consumers

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Despite a recent report 
that said there was not a 
significant way to prevent 
citywide water rate hikes 
without cutting infrastruc-
ture costs, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) hopes to 
lower some ratepayer’s bills 
through new legislation.

Avella recently intro-
duced a bill in the Senate 
that would eradicate a min-
imum payment for water 
ratepayers.

“People who live here 
pay some of the highest tax-
es in the country. All we’re 
asking is to be treated fair-
ly,” he told reporters out-
side his office last Friday, 
flanked by civic leaders 
from northeast Queens.

For those who use less 
than 100 gallons of water 
per day, minimums are set 

at $1.27 a day for fiscal year 
2014, a rate the city Wa-
ter Board has proposed to 
freeze for next year.

Opponents of the mini-
mums said these rates are 
particularly unfair for se-
niors and people who live 

on their own who do not use 
much water.

“It’s ridiculous to have 
a minimum amount that 
has to be paid no matter 
what,” said Richard Hel-
lenbrecht, president of the 
Queens Civic Congress. 

“Let’s go back to a system 
where water is charged on 
what is actually used with 
no minimum and when 
nothing is used at all there 
should be no charge what-
soever.”

Stuart Hersh, 80, of 

Douglaston, lives by him-
self and has to pay the min-
imum rate despite the fact 
he has tried to conserve 
water in the past.

“It occurred to me 
there are so many goods 
and services that provide 
discounts for senior citi-
zens. Instead, what the wa-
ter department is doing is 
punishing us,” he said.

Hersh said he has even 
seen his lawn dry up in his 
attempts to save water, only 
to have to pay for what he 
had not used.

“I was conserving 
water only to be hit with a 
minimum charge. It’s in-
credibly frustrating,” he 
said.

Avella said he origi-
nally tried to eliminate the 
minimum water rates when 
he was in the City Council.

The bill has gotten 

through the Senate Cit-
ies Committee and is now 
eligible to be brought to the 
floor for a vote.

Avella said the bill 
has support from Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx), one of the 
Senate’s de facto leaders, 
who heads the break-away 
Independent Democratic 
Conference.

The Water Board re-
cently announced a 3.35 
percent hike in its annual 
water rate proposal, which 
was the lowest since fiscal 
year 2006.

The announcement 
was met with scorn from 
a number of councilmen 
from northeast Queens, in-
cluding Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), who has called out 
Mayor Bill de Blasio for the 
hike.

State Sen. Tony Avella, surrounded by civic leaders, proposes his bill to eliminate minimum water 
charges. Photo by Alex Robinson
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and protecting Casey Sten-
gel Depot in Willet’s Point 
from flooding.

“Public transporta-
tion is the backbone of this 
city,” Henry said. “It is a 
civil right of the neighbor-
hoods we service.”

Union members were 
flanked by U.S. Rep. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica), 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) and City Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans).

Meeks said part of 
the four-year, $302 billion 
infrastructure program 
Obama touted at the Tap-
pan Zee May 14 would help 
fix highways, bridges and 
rail lines while bolstering 
public transportation and 
local economies.

The congressman be-
lieves Republican support 
for the measure could be 

built by emphasizing proj-
ects needed in their dis-
tricts.

“Those in the rural ar-
eas know that in order to get 
their highways, we’ve got to 
fund our public transporta-
tion systems,” Meeks said. 
“We’ve got to play catchup. 
We’ve got more people with 
more destinations than 
ever before. But if we don’t 
put the money into our pub-
lic transportation system 
as well as into our infra-
structure, our country will 
be falling apart.”

Besides calling for 
more public investment in 
buses and subways, elect-
ed officials used National 
Transit Month to sound off 
on Queens issues.

Weprin emphasized 
how the dearth of public 
transportation in his dis-
trict made former Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s so-
called congestion pricing 
platform to toll free bridges 
unacceptable.

A representative from 
Councilman Donovan 

Richard’s (D-Laurelton) of-
fice made the case for ex-
tending a Select Bus route 
planned between Wood-
haven and Cross Bay bou-
levards through the entire 
Rockaway peninsula.

And Miller railed 
against the federal transit 
funding formula that al-
locates 80 percent of every 
dollar to freeways and 20 
percent to transit systems.

“We understand that 
this mechanism of fund-
ing has historically been 
disproportionate as it per-
tains to urban America — 
80-20 does not work,” said 
Miller, who was previously 
president of Local 1056. 
“It’s about jobs. It’s about 
service. It’s about people 
coming together and being 
able to have the quality of 
life that they deserve. And 
we’ll be able to do this with 
the proper funding.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

mark legislation requiring 
security cameras at ATMs. 
He was the lead sponsor 
of legislation banning or 
restricting adult establish-
ments from residential 
neighborhoods and school 
areas.

McCaffrey died last 
July at age 64 after suffer-
ing from injuries received 
in a car accident. He left the 
Council in 2001 because of 
term limits after serving 
for 16 years.

“He was known as Mr. 
Woodside,” Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said. 
“His funeral seemed like 
the end of an era because 
so much wisdom went with 
him.”

Katz joined a host of 
elected officials past and 
present, including former 
Council Speaker Peter Val-
lone Sr., who said, “Walter 
was planted here to tell us 
what we did wrong.”

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) said, 
“Walter fought for the peo-
ple of Queens with great 

passion, leaving behind 
a legacy of advocacy and 
accomplishment that im-
proved the lives of middle-
class families across the 
city.”

McCaffrey was also 
remembered for being a 
supporter of community 
organizations which still 
provide quality services 
and programs, including 
Woodside on the Move and 
Sunnyside Community Ser-
vices.

“Our Center for Ac-
tive Older Adults serves as 
a second home for over 200 
seniors,” SCS Executive Di-

rector Judy Zangwill said. 
“We would not be able to 
welcome so many people 
were it not for Walter Mc-
Caffrey, who was instru-
mental in enabling us to 
build this center.”

Others had personal 
recollections of the man. 
Democratic District Leader 
John Smyth recalled that 
McCaffrey got him his first 
job in politics.

“I gave him my resume 
on a Monday, I interviewed 
with Tom Manton on Tues-
day and started on Thurs-
day,” Smyth said.

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) called 
him a legendary figure.

“He was one of the 
first political leaders who 
schooled me in Queens 
politics going back to ’88,” 
Gianaris said.

Bill Kregler, president 
of the NYC Fire Marshals 
Benevolent Association, 
said, “He represents a by-
gone era. If this was done 
30 years ago, it wouldn’t 
be out here in the street, it 
would be in a fine watering 
hole. That’s the kind of guy 
he was. He loved the FDNY 
and the FDNY loved him.”

Continued from Page 1 

Money

Continued from Page 1 

Renaming

Former City Council Speaker 
Peter Vallone Sr. addresses the 
crowd during the ceremony at 
the intersection of 61st Street 
and Woodside Avenue.
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especially after rainfalls. 
Last year’s samples showed 
better water quality.

Boat team members 
were unsure of why this 
was, but suspected that it 
might have been because 
there was less rain last 
summer.

Some 5 to 6 percent of 
the city’s sewage empties 
into Flushing Bay, accord-
ing to Eymund Diegel, an 
environmental and ur-
ban planner who has been 
working with the dragon 
boat team to research the 
waters and figure out solu-
tions to the predicament.

“The problem is that 
too much rain gets into the 
sewer pipes, which aren’t 
designed to handle that 
much water,” he said.

The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
has committed to dredg-
ing 16.8 acres of Flushing 
Bay, which will clean out 
the existing sediment in 
the water. The problem, 
however, runs deeper than 

just cleaning up the water’s 
current contaminants, Di-
egel said.

“They aren’t dealing 
with the problem, just the 
symptoms,” he said.

Wetlands in the bay’s 
surrounding area, which 
once absorbed a signifi-
cant amount of rainwa-
ter, have been developed 
over the years into streets, 
sidewalks, buildings, play-
grounds, stadiums, and 
parking lots which are all 
impervious. The water that 
normally would have been 
absorbed by these lands is 
therefore streaming into 
the city’s combined sewer 
system instead of being dis-
charged into waterways, 
Diegel said.

Nearly 72 percent of 
the city’s ground doesn’t ab-
sorb water and all the rain 
that falls on these locations 
will divert straight into the 
sewer, the DEP said.

A DEP spokesman said 
the agency considers Flush-
ing Bay a priority water 
body and has begun install-
ing “green infrastructure,” 
including curbside gar-
dens, throughout the area 

that drains back into the 
bay in an effort to reduce 
the sewer overflow. He said 
DEP plans to install an ad-
ditional 100 curbside gar-
dens in the area this year.

Diegel said these ini-
tiatives are are not enough 
 to properly tackle the prob-
lem and the city needs to do 
more to push developers to 
build infrastructure that 
would absorb rainwater.

“A lot of fresh water 
is going into the sewer 
and getting contaminated 
by poop and crap — and 
it doesn’t need to be that 
way,” he said.

The environmental 
planner has been in the 
process of using cameras 
attached to balloons and 
kites to map the area’s 
streams and to see where 
water is flowing.

“This is detective work 
at this point,” he said. “It’s 
trying to untangle the spa-
ghetti maze of what’s going 
on underground and the 
net result is better water 
quality for people.”

Continued from Page 1 

Sewage
Jamaica Performing Arts 
Center that support from 
the city and the develop-
ment corporation helped 
initiate a steep dip in 
crime in southeast Queens 
and said the Police De-
partment sought to forge 
similar relationships with 
communities across the 
city. 

“Neighborhoods like 
this –– Jamaica, Queens –– 
were being written off as 
passé, over,” Bratton said 
of crime ravaging neigh-
borhoods in the 1990s. 
“I don’t think there’s an 
area that has experienced 
more crime decline than 
this area... That didn’t just 
happen.” 

He said the NYPD 
has taken strides to re-
pair relations with minor-
ity communities that had 
grown strained because 
of an overreliance on 
stop-and-frisk practices 
under former Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg. Bratton 
noted the department has 

taken steps to dismantle 
a counterterrorism unit 
that Muslims thought was 
overreaching and had 
been the subject of a law-
suit. But he said further 
collaboration was still in 
order.

“If an inspector gen-
eral, if a racial profiling 
bill, if an empowered [Ci-
vilian Complaint Review 
Board] can raise the trust 
and respect between our 
residents for their Police 
Department, then that is a 
great investment,” he said. 
“Because the best way we 

can deal with crime and 
disorder ... is a community 
that is collaborating with 
its police force.”

The commissioner 
noted that an inspector 
general had been hired 
and would be staffed with 
50 personnel and 50 NYPD 
employees to supervise 
the NYPD. He said the city 
was also paying for a fed-
eral monitor mandated by 
a federal court case that 
found the NYPD’s use of 
stop-and-frisk was racial-
ly discriminatory and un-
constitutional. 

Continued from Page 1 

Bratton

Police Commissioner Bill Bratton (l.) is introduced by Rev. Floyd 
Flake. Photo by Sarina Trangle
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