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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Whitestone mother and her 
4-year-old son, who was stranded 
in Ukraine for months, have been 
reunited, after U.S. Rep. Steve Is-
rael (D-Melville) intervened.

Nathalia Kuzmina had to 
leave her son, Mykhailo, behind 
when she immigrated to the 
United States eight months ago. 
She moved with her Belarussian-
born husband, Julian Zagarod-
nev, an American citizen and the 
boy’s stepfather, so she could send 
money back to her son.

“Every child should be with 
his family. His family is here and 
he needs to be here,” Kuzmina 
told reporters in her apartment 
Wednesday morning with her son 
in her arms.

Kuzmina traveled toUkraine

Boy, 4, enters U.S.
with green card

from tense UkraineBY KELSEY DURHAM
 

Two Republican candidates 
vying for the seat held by U.S. 
Rep. Steve Israel (D-Great Neck) 
clashed repeatedly at a forum 
hosted last week by the Northeast 
Queens Republican Club  as they 
debated issues such as healthcare 
and immigration.

After several weeks of battles 
involving a lawsuit and a police 
report, Stephen Labate and Grant 
Lally met for their first debate 
at the Clearview Golf Course in 
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Whitestone mom brings son home 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO SERVED

Veterans ride in a vehicle decorated with stars and stripes during the annual Whitestone Memorial Day Parade. See 
parade coverage on Pages 6, 10, 16, 18, 24, 26. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Army doctor to revamp 
NYHQ’s trauma center
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) marked this 
year’s Memorial Day holi-
day by honoring a group 
of war veterans for their 
service during a ceremony 
held in Bayside last week.

Five former soldiers 
who live in Queens were 
presented with resolutions 
from the Senate last Friday 
in honor of their decorated 
history with the armed 
forces.

The ceremony was one 
Avella said he does twice 
every year to celebrate Me-
morial and Veterans days 
as a way of showing sup-
port and thanking mem-
bers of the military who 
have risked their lives in 
the name of freedom.

“Every year I try to 
take the opportunity to 
thank the men and women 
who have served in our 
armed forces,” Avella said. 
“We would not be the coun-
try we are today with their 
sacrifices and dedication.”

Each year as the two 
holidays approach, Avella 
reaches out to northeast 

Queens organizations and 
asks for nominations of 
people he can honor at the 
small ceremony he holds 
in his Bayside office. The 
five who were selected this 
year consist of four former 
U.S. Marines — one Korean 
War veteran and three who 
served in Vietnam — and a 
Vietnam War vet of the U.S. 
Army.

Barnett Cohen, a 
Brooklyn native who now 
lives in Flushing, enlisted 
in the Marine Corps Re-
serve after graduating from 
high school and served 
while he was attending 
Brooklyn College. He was 
called to active duty dur-
ing the Korean War in 1950 
and served as a Browning 
Automatic Rifleman at the 
Infantry Demonstration 
Training Unit in Quantico, 
Va., where he taught newly 
appointed second lieuten-
ants.

Cohen would be pro-
moted to sergeant before be-
ing honorably discharged 
in 1952. He eventually got 
married and joined the 
NYPD before moving his 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

College Point residents 
who have wrestled with a 
trucking operation in their 
neighborhood for years 
might finally be on the 
verge of closing it down.

An inquiry by state 
Sen. Tony Avella’s (D-Bay-
side) office has revealed 
that TNP Trucking has op-
erated a 24/7 facility, at 14-
29 130th St., on a lot that is 
zoned for residential space.

“This blatant disre-
gard for the law has gone on 
for over two decades,” Avel-
la told reporters in front of 
the facility last week, sur-
rounded by a handful of 
residents. “The very fact 
that they have been allowed 
to run illegally at this site 
for 24 years is disgraceful.”

A 2013 inspection by 
the city Department of 
Buildings, prompted by a 
letter from Avella’s office, 
showed TNP had commer-
cial vehicles at the site, 
which is zoned as R4A, a 
residential designation. A 
DOB spokeswoman said the 
site has been referred to the 
department’s Padlock Unit 
and that a hearing to deter-
mine whether the site will 
be closed down has been set 
for June 4.

Avella said TNP Truck-
ing, who did not respond to 
requests for comment, have 
refused to break the com-
mercial lease on the prop-
erty.

Residents have com-
plained about the trucks 
for years, contending they 
keep them up at all hours 

and spew pollution into 
their neighborhood.

“We’re not asking for 
much,” said Turan Ates, 
who has lived in the neigh-
borhood since 1996. “Just 
a quiet place to sleep and 
clean air to breath.”

Avella first got in-
volved last year after hear-
ing many complaints from 
residents about the trucks 
that rumble through their 
neighborhood.

The senator sent let-
ters to a number of state 
and city agencies, including 
the DOB, the city Depart-
ments of Environmental 
Protection and Health and 
the state Department of En-

vironmental Conservation, 
which all sent inspectors to 
the site.

A number of the city 
agencies issued warnings 
to TNP Trucking for infrac-
tions on the property, but 
did not issue violations.

TNP’s main location 
is up the block from the lot 
in question, at the corner 
of 130th Street and 15th Av-
enue.

In addition to noise 
problems, residents claim 
TNP Trucking has been 
dumping oil and anti-freeze 
into the sewer and creating 
rust stains on the public 
sidewalk.

“Both this lot and the 

commercial business have 
been a problem with illegal 
dumping and disregard for 
the area,” Ates said. “I have 
complained for years with 
no result.”

Bob Amatto, who has 
lived in College Point for 25 
years, said the conditions 
created by the trucks have 
been deplorable.

“They operate their 
business with no concern 
for their neighbors.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

State Sen. Tony Avella presents five war veterans with resolutions 
honoring their service. Photo by Kelsey Durham

A city Department of Buildings inspection reveals TNP Trucking is operating one of its commercial fa-
cilities in a residential zone. Photo by Alex Robinson

Queens war veterans 
honored for service

TNP trucks must go: Avella
College Pt. neighbors want facility operating on residential lot shut down

Continued on Page 50
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Whether he is in Queens, his 
native Croatia or Iraq, Dr. Slobo-
dan Jazarevic is always up for a 
challenge.

The surgeon and retired U.S. 
Army colonel recently joined New 
York Hospital Queens as director 
of trauma and critical care. Jaza-
revic has been given the task of 
setting up the hospital the city’s 
first Level 1 trauma center.

This level, accredited by the 
American College of Surgeons, 
means NYHQ’s trauma center 
would provide elite and compre-
hensive care of traumatic inju-
ries.

“These are all the standards 
we go by,” he said. “It minimizes 
the variance of care. Everything 
should be standard so that there 
is no variation.”

NYHQ figured Jazarevic was 
the right man for the job since he 
has already transformed at least 
three other hospitals to Level 1 
trauma centers.

“It’s a big challenge because 

it’s a big system,” he said. “It’s 
like having an airport that lands 
Cessnas and you change it to one 
that lands 747s. There’s an up-
grade you need to do.”

Jazarevic emigrated in 1983 
from what was then Yugoslavia 
after completing medical school. 
He did his residency at Lenkenau 
Medical Center in Pennsylvania.

As soon as he received his 
green card, Jazarevic joined the 
Army as a medical officer in 1984. 
He served in a medical and com-
bat role on missions in Panama, 
Bosnia, Kosovo and Iraq.

From 2003-06, he served as 
the Army’s chief medical officer 
for the whole Iraqi medical the-
ater.

He has been able to apply 
what he learned in his military 
experiences to civilian hospitals.

“Every time there is a ma-
jor conflict, the experience has 
translated into the civilian the-
ater,” he said.

Emergency medical services 
and surgeons have been able to 
learn mass casualty management 

for times that catastrophes hit 
based on what medical profes-
sionals have learned in the mili-
tary field, Jazaveric said.

Since he retired from the 
Army in 2010, Jazarevic has 
served as attending surgeon at 
Jupiter Medical Center in Ju-
piter, Fla. and as chairman of 
the Department of Surgery at 
Lawnwood Medical Center in Ft. 
Pierce, Fla.

His goal for NYHQ is to 
transform the hospital into the 
region’s leader in mass casualty 
management and trauma care.

Jazarevic, who has per-
formed around 22,000 surgeries 
in his career, expects he will be 
able to transform NYHQ’s trauma 
unit into a Level 1 facility by the 
end of 2015. He said this will take 
a far-reaching overhaul of every-
thing from training personnel to 
implementing new policies.

“Trauma affects every nook 
and cranny of the institution,” 
he said. “That is where the chal-
lenge is.”Dr. Slobodan Jazarevic joins New York Hospital Queens as its new director of 

trauma care. Photo courtesy New York Hospital Queens

Retired colonel joins NYHQ to improve trauma unit
Surgeon uses military experience to transform hospitals’ critical care centers into elite facilities

DRIVER EDUCATION PROGRAM 
At Queensborough Community College

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364 

Call 718-631-6343 or 718-423-1200
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Have you been putting off an eye exam?
Now is the time to make an appointment.

Many eye diseases have no early symptoms, but timely diagnosis 
and treatment are important to prevent vision loss.  

Andrew Gewirtz, M.D. at
North Shore Queens Eye Medicine and Surgery

offers general ophthalmology services:

 Advanced diagnostic equipment and treatments 
 Caring and attentive staff 
 Immediate, walk-in appointments for urgent problems
 Evening and weekend appointments
 Most insurance plans accepted

Early detection of eye disease prevents vision loss.

Don’t delay. Call today: 718-225-5656

Protect Your Precious Eyesight 

North Shore Queens Eye Medicine and Surgery
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

The City Council of-
ficially adopted a detailed 
reform package earlier 
this month that includes 
changes to the way funds 
are distributed to all mem-
bers for nonprofits in their 
districts by leveling the 
playing field.

The legislation, passed 
May 14, also calls for in-
creased transparency in 
other Council activities.

Former Council Speak-
er Christine Quinn often 
came under fire during 
her tenure for handing out 
Council funds to district 
representatives based on a 
system of rewards and pun-
ishments. These are known 
as member items or discre-
tionary funds.

The new reform pack-
age states that “all such 
funds shall be distributed 
between and among spon-
soring Council members 
for allocation pursuant to a 
publicly disclosed formula 
that allocates funds either 
equally among members or 
based upon publicly avail-
able data about differences 
between districts.”  Poorer 
districts with greater needs 
could qualify for a slight in-
crease in funds.

The legislation also 
requires that the Council 
speaker be responsible for 
allocating no more than 
half of all Council funds.

Other reforms includ-
ed in the bill are fair con-

sideration of legislation, 
more public engagement, 
enhanced empowerment 
of committees and com-
mittee chairs, creation of a 
dedicated legislative draft-
ing unit and creation of a 
commission to examine sti-
pends and compensation.

Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito said af-
ter the bill was introduced 
that the reform will create 
a more responsive legisla-
tive force that can better 
serve the needs of the city 
and its residents.

“Our reforms will 
make the Council more 
democratic and will allow 
our body to function more 
efficiently,” she said.

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) had named 
discretionary funding re-
form as one of his top pri-
orities after taking office, 
saying he represents a dis-
trict in northeast Queens 
that has been at the bottom 
of the barrel in Council 
funding for many years.

He praised the reform 
package as a “much-need-
ed” change and thanked 
Mark-Viverito and his oth-
er Council colleagues for 
working to get the legisla-
tion passed.

“I am a firm believer 
in operating with transpar-
ency, equality and inclu-
sivity,” Vallone said. “The 
rules reforms highlighted 
in this proposal, particu-
larly those regarding mem-

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
To say John Liu has hit 

the ground running would 
be an understatement.

Since he launched his 
campaign to unseat state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) last week, the former 
city comptroller has al-
ready marched in three pa-
rades, attended a flurry of 
events and amassed three 
union endorsements.

A tireless campaigner, 
Liu never really slowed 
down af-
ter he 
tumbled 
out of 
the Dem-
o c r at ic 
mayoral 
primary in fourth place 
last fall. He continued to at-
tend public events at a fre-
netic pace in addition to his 
part-time job, teaching mu-
nicipal finance, at Baruch 
College.

So his announcement 
to challenge Avella came as 
no surprise.

“This community is a 
bedrock of New York and 
the people here rightfully 

demand and deserve effec-
tive, results-oriented repre-
sentation,” he told reporters 
surrounded by supporters 
at his campaign kick-off, 
which he held a few blocks 
from Avella’s district office 
in Bayside last Friday.

“As state senator, I’ll 
be a fighter who will day 
in and day out pursue leg-

islation, funding and ini-
tiatives to better our com-
munity here in northeast 
Queens,” he added.

Liu won an endorse-
ment from the city’s larg-
est grocery workers union, 
the United Food and Com-
mercial Workers Union, 
Tuesday afternoon. Before 
that he had received en-

dorsements from the Hotel 
Trades Council and the 
Coalition of Operating En-
gineers.

Although congressio-
nal Democrats and Demo-
cratic Party leaders were 
not at his kick-off event, Liu 
will be running with full 
support from the Queens 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Whitestone cyber-
bully who school officials 
are still trying to identify 
will likely escape criminal 
charges as recent cyberbul-
lying legislation passed in 
the state Legislature fell 
short of criminalizing on-
line harassment.

The bill, signed into 
law by Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
in 2012, required teachers 
to report any cyberbullying 
they witnessed to school 
administrators within a 
day. It also mandated that 
teachers be given training 
on how to recognize and 
deal with cyberbullying, 
but did not designate it as 
a crime.

The anonymous Whit-
estone cyberbully posted 
photos of St. Luke’s School 

students on Instagram in 
mid-May along with abu-
sive comments under the 

pseudonym @StLukesIdi-
ots.

“These kids are all 
ugly and fat. I’ll be post-
ing the sixth graders that 
should die,” the description 
on the abusive account said 
before it was taken down.

When alerted, the 
school reported the inci-
dent to the NYPD, who sent 
officers to a workshop at the 
school last week to inform 
students about cyberbully-
ing and its consequences.

In addition to the work-
shop, which was directed 
by a team of counselors, the 
targeted students in Grades 
6 to 8 each received direct 
counseling.

A spokeswoman for 

St. Luke’s School officials are still trying to find an anonymous cy-
berbully who posted abusive comments about students. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Former city Comptroller John Liu (r.) kicks off his campaign to unseat state Sen. Tony Avella (l.), who 
has yet to announce his re-election bid.

City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito (l.) and Councilman 
Paul Vallone (r.) recently applauded a reform package passed by 
the Council that will change how funds are distributed.

Whitestone bully unlikely to face charges

Liu kicks off campaign
Avella pledges to raise $100,000 to take on former comptroller

Council to distribute
funding more equally

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 50
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Eileen Anderson 
trekked over a mound of 
sand dredged between 
Rockaway Beach and the 
ocean and sat near a long 
pipe with the words “dan-
ger, keep off” scrawled in 
orange.

A cloudy sky and scat-
tered showers ushered in 
the first day of the city’s offi-
cial beach season Saturday. 
Still, she and others on the 
sparsely populated shore 
said it was hard to deter-
mine whether the swaths of 
boardwalk and sand roped 
off for Superstorm Sandy 
repairs or weather were to 
blame.

“If you build it, they 
will come. There’s no 
boardwalk — they’re not 
coming. There’s no beach 
— they’re not coming,” said 
Eileen Anderson, a lifelong 
peninsula resident. “They 
stalled all winter.”

But in a sharp contrast 
to Saturday’s gloomy weath-
er, Rockaway resident Phil-
ip McManus sent a photo of 
thousands sprawled out on 
the beach on what felt like 
a summer day Monday and 
said Rockaway Beach  had 
not welcomed such a large 
crowd in years.

A day before Rock-
away Beach opened for 
swimming, new city Parks 
Department Commission-
er Mitchell Silver said he 
would see if the city could 
speed up its three-year 
deadline for repairing the 
roughly 5-mile boardwalk.

Parks said the city has 
repaired 3.5 miles of board-
walk, including a 2.5-mile 
run, which can be used this 
summer.

A maze of wooden 
fences roped off pillars that 
supported the boardwalk 
before Superstorm Sandy 
tore through the beach in 
October 2012. As contrac-

tors replace these stretches 
of boardwalk with a more 
elevated one comprised of 
sand-colored concrete, the 

city said workers are build-
ing a baffle wall designed 
to block sand from pouring 
into the community.

Pipes and red flags also 
close off parts of the beach 
where the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers is dredging up 
sand from the ocean and 
funneling some 3.5 million 
cubic yards back on shore.

The city has taken 
pains to maintain pathways 
to the beach where board-
walk work is ongoing. 

Anderson said the city 
had accommodated the con-
cessionaires, but seemed 
to be stalling on the ame-
nity the community craved 
most: its boardwalk.

“That’s our socializa-
tion in this town. It’s our 
bikes, our carriages, it’s 
the lovers in the evening 
holding hands, it’s really 
our steadfast socializa-
tion,” she said.

Both she and another 
peninsula resident, Jim 
McHugh, pointed out other 
communities have had 
their boardwalks rebuilt 
since Sandy.

“It’s slow. Everything 
is slow. You know Jersey 
and Long Beach got their 
board walk and every-
thing,” said McHugh, who 
exercises on the walkway at 
5:30 a.m. daily. “Of course, 
they don’t have a 5-mile 
boardwalk.”

Others were more for-
giving.

Anthony Broughton, 
who lives on Beach 92nd 
Street, said he thought the 
city had done what it could 
with its budget and was 
pleased it hired him and 
other residents for clean-up 
work.

“You can’t just pick up 
a dust pan and broom and 
fix up the beach,” he said. 
“Unless you’re coming out 
to do the job yourself, stop 
complaining.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

BY BILL PARRY

Organizers of the 
22nd Pride Parade in Jack-
son Heights are expecting 
huge crowds Sunday even 
though the No. 7 line is shut 
down for repair work.

It is the first time since 
repairs on the line began in 
late February on the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority’s three major 
capitol improvement proj-
ects that service will be 
cancelled beyond Long Is-
land City.

The projects include a 
new signal system that will 
allow for 10 percent more 
trains per hour, repairs to 
the infrastructure of the 
Steinway Tunnel that was 
flooded with millions of 

gallons of saltwater during 
Hurricane Sandy and nec-
essary track panel replace-
ment, work that should 
have been done five years 
ago.

“This is work we have 
to do to keep the system safe 
and reliable,” MTA Presi-
dent Carmen Bianco told a 
town hall in April.

The service shutdown 
worries many businesses 
in Sunnyside, Woodside 
and Elmhurst, but it does 
not faze one member of 
the Queens Lesbian & Gay 
Pride Committee.

“I didn’t even know 
that the No. 7 wasn’t run-
ning,” communications 
director Rod Brown said. 
“We had nearly 60,000 spec-
tators take part last year 

and the clear majority of 
the people are local. I think 
as long as we have good 
weather we can count on a 
good crowd.”

The theme of this 
year’s parade and festival 
is “A World of Pride,” cel-
ebrating the accomplish-
ments of the LGBT commu-
nity in Queens. The parade 
starts at noon with nearly 
100 vendors along 37th 
Road and from 74th to 77th 
streets.

In addition, two stages 
will feature entertainment 
throughout the day with 
performances by a variety 
of artists showcasing their 
singing, dancing and come-
dic talents.

The grand marshals 

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
A Florida-based Med-

icaid plan provider, whose 
former chief executive offi-
cer was recently sentenced 
to prison on health-care 
fraud charges, has opened a 
new location in downtown 
Flushing.

The WellCare Health 
Plan Flushing facility is 
part of a recent expansion 
under the firm’s Interim 
CEO Dave Gallitano, who 
has been tasked with lift-
ing the company past its 
recent history.

The Flushing “Wel-
come Room,” at 135-16 
Roosevelt Ave., will offer 
health-care information 
and services in a variety 
of different languages, 

including Mandarin and 
Cantonese. Visitors will be 
able to get online to search 
for more information, en-
roll in WellCare plans, ask 
questions about Medicare 
and Medicaid and find out 
if they are eligible for extra 

benefits.
WellCare offers a va-

riety of health plans for 
families, children, seniors 
and the disabled, as well as 
prescription drug plans.

“Queens’ population 

A new WellCare facility opens in Flushing, at 135-16 Roosevelt Ave. 
Photo by Alex Robinson

Beams used to support the Rockaway boardwalk lie exposed. 
Photo by Sarina Trangle

Medicaid provider expands 
to Flushing after fraud trial

Huge crowds expected for Pride
in Jax Heights without 7 train

Rockaway Beach opens for summer
Portions of shore remain off limits due to boardwalk construction and sand replenishment work 

Continued on Page 50 Continued on Page 50
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* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers 
when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some 
applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model 
years 2014-2013, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.29 on 
each $1,000 borrowed at 1.45% APR. For model years 2012-2010, your payments will 
consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.60 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.15% APR. 
Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan by 
automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. 
Competitive rates available for older models and refinances. Membership required. 
Special low rate promotion ends June 2nd, 2014. 

…with an MCU Auto Loan

THINGS ARE    
LOOKING UP

 1-888-4MCU-AUTO  
nymcu.org

FIXED RATES  
AS LOW AS 1.45%

APR*

M E M O R I A L  D A Y  S A L E

Following a ceremony 
at Whitestone Memorial 
Park, at 149th Street and 
15th Drive, the Whites-
tone Memorial Day Pa-
rade marched through the 
streets and concluded at 
the park. Dr. David Copell, 
a Korean War veteran, 
served as the grand mar-
shal of the event, which 
drew U.S. Rep. Steve Israel, 
state Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli, city Comptroller 
Scott Stringer, state Sens. 
Toby Stavisky and Tony 
Avella, Assemblymen Ed 
Braunstein and Michael 
Simanowitz, Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz and Councilman Paul 
Vallone.

Brian Jansson smiles as he holds his 2-year-old son, Raymond 
Jansson, as they watch the Whitestone Memorial Day Parade. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Whitestone marks Memorial Day
Children from Girl Scout troop 4201 carry a wreath to lay at the Whitestone Veterans Memorial during 
a ceremony at Whitestone Memorial Park. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Soldiers salute as students from PS 193 perform the National Anthem. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BT Need Help Filing An Insurance Claim?

ALLOW EXPERIENCED CLAIMS ADJUSTERS TO RECOUP WHAT YOU ARE ENTITLED TO!

We pledge to protect you from insurance companies  
who want to avoid paying all the money you are owed.

ANM Claims offers complete insurance claim 

processing, comprehensive forensic examinations, 

construction/emergency repairs, and evaluation of 

insurance coverage.

CALL NOW TO FILE A CLAIM!
516.218.3999

ANM Clai

processing, 

construction

insurance co

W W W . A N M C L A I M S . C O M

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

ASTORIA — A 50-year-old Westchester 
man died and two people were injured in a 
car explosion on the Grand Central Park-
way near the RFK Bridge Tuesday after-
noon, the FDNY said.

The Fire Department was called to 
the scene just after 1:40 p.m. where they 
discovered a 2010 Toyota Highlander that 
ran over a strip of metal near Exit 4 of the 
Bronx-Queens Expressway, according to 
the NYPD. The metal struck the gas tank, 
causing the explosion. 

After the fire was extinguished, Dale 
Tulloch of Yonkers was discovered in the 
back seat of the Highlander. Police said the 
two survivors were unable to help Tulloch 
before he died.

The 26-year old male driver had a su-
perficial burn and a 25-year-old woman 
passenger had difficulty breathing because 
of an anxiety attack, police said. Both were 
taken to New York Hospital Queens and 
were in stable condition.

Smoke could be seen blocks away, bil-
lowing above the Grand Central Parkway 
and the streets of Astoria. 

QUEENS — Police slapped 1,219 Queens drivers with speeding summonses in a two-
day enforcement blitz in May.

The initiative was part of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vision Zero policy to reduce traffic 
and pedestrian fatalities. It started May 20 at midnight and ran for 48 hours.

Queens had the second most summonses in the city during the initiative. Only 
Brooklyn had more with 1,249.

The NYPD reminded the public studies have shown pedestrians struck by cars trav-
eling at 40 miles per hour have an 85 percent chance of dying. That likelihood drops to 45 
percent when the car is travelling 30 mph, police said.

Fines for speeding range from $90 to $600 and penalties vary from 3 to 11 license 
points, depending on the severity of the infraction.

WHITESTONE — Police were looking 
for a 34-year-old woman who went missing 
last Friday afternoon in Whitestone.

Natalie Rodrigues was last seen wear-
ing a black plaid jacket, blue jeans and 
black sneakers at around 4 p.m. outside her 
home, according to the NYPD.

Police described her as 5-foot-5 and 120 
pounds with brown hair and brown eyes.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Police search for missing woman from Whitestone

Firefighters pour water on the smoldering Toyota 
Highlander, which authorities said exploded af-
ter striking a piece of metal on the Grand Central 
Parkway. Photo courtesy Fabian Buchheim

Roadway metal causes fire and kills man: FDNY

NYPD nab over 1,000 in speeding initiative

NATALIE RODRIGUES
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
The Charles B. Wang 

Community Health Center 
has announced it is going 
to build a 9,000-square-foot 
Flushing facility in con-
junction with an affordable 
housing complex.

The health center re-
cently signed a 10-year lease 
on the same site as the com-
plex, at 137-39 45th Ave., in 
conjunction with Selfhelp 
Community Services to 
bring much-needed medi-
cal services to the area.

“The Health Center 
will use the space to expand 
its primary care capability 
so we can better serve the 
growing Asian-American 
community and other un-
derserved populations in 
Flushing and in Queens 
County,” said Jane Eng, 
chief executive officer, of 
Charles B. Wang Commu-
nity Health Center. “Self-
help and the health center 
share a similar mission — 
to make sure that all com-
munity members receive 
the highest quality of care 
through provision of com-
prehensive and personal-
ized services.”

Founded in 1971, the 
Charles B. Wang Commu-
nity Health Center provides 
affordable primary care 
to underserved residents 
through three facilities in 
Manhattan’s Chinatown 
and one in Flushing, which 
opened in 1997. The centers 
are open seven days a week 

and serve patients regard-
less of their ability to pay.

The new two-floor 
building will provide clini-
cal services, including pe-
diatrics, mental health ser-
vices and health education 
in both English and Chi-
nese. The center will have 
bilingual staff on hand.

The center will also of-
fer cancer and hepatitis B 
screenings, immunizations 
and smoking cessation pro-
grams. It will also have pa-
tient portals that patients 
can use to access their own 
health records. A Chinese 
language portal will at the 
center will be the first of its 
kind in the country.

“When you combine 
these forward-thinking 
services, with Selfhelp’s 
high-tech health amenities 
available in each apart-
ment and other innovative 
programs offered, you have 
an environment that sup-
ports and facilitates safety, 
health, socialization and 
well-being,” said Stuart Ka-
plan, Selfhelp’s CEO. “En-
deavors like this can virtu-
ally transform ‘affordable 
housing’ into one of the 
most promising areas we 
see for the future — hous-
ing that enables residents 
to override poor health hab-
its and thrive in a place that 
champions good health and 
enriches lives every day.”

Selfhelp is a nonprofit 
which helps to provide se-
niors with housing and so-
cial services. The group’s 
12,207-square-foot afford-
able housing complex has 
92 apartments and was 
built to house more than 
100 seniors.

“The Charles B. Wang 
Community Health Cen-
ter is a perfect fit with 
Selfhelp’s philosophical 
approach to enabling New 
Yorkers to continue to live 
healthfully with indepen-
dence and dignity in their 
own homes,” Kaplan said.

The center is sched-
uled to open in 2015.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY BILL PARRY

Airport workers car-
ried their fight for better 
wages and benefits directly 
to one of the contractors 
underpaying them.

Chanting, “No justice, 
no peace,” more than 200 
of the contracted workers 
marched on the corporate 
headquarters of Aviation 
Safeguard, at 80-02 Queens 
Blvd., May 22 demanding 
that officials pay them the 
same wages paid to work-
ers hired by the Port Au-
thority.

“We work just as hard 
as officers and cleaners 
directly contracted by the 
Port Authority,” said secu-
rity officer Michael Carey. 
“So why aren’t we earning 
wages and benefits on par 
with direct Port Authority 
subcontractors like Allied 
Barton?”

Before the protesters 
entered the headquarters 
for a sit-down in the lobby, 
Carey said, “They’re the se-
curity officers who guard 
the airport perimeter and 
they make $17.95 an hour 
and receive employer-paid 
family healthcare. Most of 
us were making minimum 
wage until the Port told the 
airlines to give us a raise, 

but there’s a big difference 
between $17.95 and $10.10.”

A spokesman for Avia-
tion Safeguard politely re-
fused to comment.

Three months ago, 
Port Authority Executive 
Director Patrick Foye told 
the four major airlines us-
ing JFK and LaGuardia 
airports to give workers 
who were making less than 
$9 per hour an immediate 
$1 raise with a phase-in to 
$10.10. American Airlines 

and Delta Airlines have 
complied and have begun 
paying their workers the 
new rate. United and Jet-
Blue have refused.

Last week, more than 
4,000 cabin and terminal 
cleaners, baggage handlers 
and security guards turned 
in cards indicating they 
would like to join union 
SEIU 32BJ.

“Equal work deserves 
equal pay,” Carey said. “We 
demand wage and benefit 

parity now. We want Avia-
tion Safeguard, and all oth-
er airline subcontractors, 
to work with the Port Au-
thority to raise standards, 
including negotiating a fair 
contract on par with Port 
Authority contracts.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Airport workers stage a short sit-in in the lobby of Aviation Safeguard in Kew Garden. 
Photo courtesy of SEIU 32BJ

The new 9,000-square-foot 
Charles B. Wang health center 
will offer bilingual services. 

Courtesy Charles B. Wang 
Community Health Center

Workers demand fair wages
Airport personnel storm Aviation Safeguard HQs in Kew Gardens

Health center to build 
new Flushing facility

Democratic Party, which 
nominated him as its can-
didate to challenge Avella 
in a September primary.

The incumbent, who 
has not faced a primary 
in his two terms, angered 
Democratic leadership 
when he joined the Inde-
pendent Democratic Con-
ference in February. The 
IDC controls the Senate in 
a power-sharing agreement 
with Republicans.

At his kick-off, Liu 
ripped the IDC for working 

with Republicans, whom he 
blamed for inertia on initia-
tives such as the Women’s 
Equality Act, a hike in the 
minimum wage and cam-
paign finance reform.

“There are a number 
of issues the Republican-
led body has not allowed 
to come to the floor, even 
though I believe the people 
of the state of New York 
want these measures en-
acted,” he said.

Avella appeared on 
NY1’s “Inside City Hall” 
Tuesday night to criticize 
Liu’s bid.

“I think it’s unfortu-
nate that the Democratic 

Party bosses are trying to 
disenfranchise the candi-
date this district has elect-
ed time and time again,” he 
said.

Avella said he plans to 
raise more than $100,000 to 
take on Liu, who has been 
a voracious fund-raiser in 
past campaigns.

“I’m raising money 
now, we have commitments 
to $100,000 by the next fil-
ing. I’ll raise whatever’s 
necessary, but I don’t spend 
all day on the phone raising 
money because that’s not 
my job,” he said on NY1.

The Democratic State 
Senate Committee donated 

more than $200,000 to Avel-
la’s 2010 campaign, when he 
unseated long-serving Re-
publican Frank Padavan.

For this election cy-
cle, he will have the fund-
raising support of the IDC, 
which has also proven very 
adept at raising cash.

Avella’s campaign staff 
said the two-term senator 
will officially launch his 
own campaign in the near 
future.

The district, which is 
33 percent Asian, covers 
Bayside, Whitestone, Col-
lege Point, Bay Terrace, 
Douglaston, Hollis Hills 
and part of Flushing.

Continued from Page 4 

Liu

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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Do you live in one  
of NYC’s six hurricane 
evacuation zones?

Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone 
or call 311 #knowyourzone

Participants in the annual College Point Memorial 
Day Parade kicked off at 2 p.m. Sunday at 28rd Avenue 
and College Point Boulevard and concluded at MacNeil 
Park. State Sen. Tony Avella served as the grand marshal, 
and Isabella Joan Hollaway was named this year’s Poppy 
Queen.

Buck the dog sports a flag attached to his collar. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Annual parade marches 
through College Point

Jim Reilly, (l.) commander of the VFW Post 885, watches as veterans Tom Cronin (c.) 
and Bill Schutt fire during a salute at MacNeil Park. Photo by Christina Santucci

Youngsters Bella King (l.) and Kaylie Smith from Daisy Troop 4479 
walk together. Photo by Christina Santucci

WW II veteran Frank Milano jokes with 1st Class Petty Officers 
Nicholas Lutze (l.) and Brandon Pharris.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Youngster Beryl Gold looks out from her ride. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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HOW THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IMPACTS OLDER ADULTS 
The Future of Medicare & Medicaid in New York

Hear From The Experts at FREE Flushing House Seminars

FREE Handouts, Refreshments For All Attendees
Call Robert Salant at 347–532–3025 to RSVP or: rsalant@uam.org

Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., Elder 
Law Attorney: Medicaid 
eligibility rules are rapidly 
changing. Fatoullah gives an 

overview of the Medicaid program and explains how 
to protect one’s assets in the event long-term health 
care is needed. He will also review fi ve essential 
legal documents that seniors should have—the 
importance of a 1. Last will and testament 2. Power 
of attorney 3. Health care proxy 4. Living will and 5. 
Living trust.

 

Maria Alvarez, Executive 
Director, NY StateWide 
Senior Action Council: Alvarez 
addresses the entire range of 

benefi ciary issues, i.e., how changes to coverage 
through Medicare, Managed Care and Medicaid, 
under new regulations of the ACA and Medicaid 
Re-Design/Expansion in New York, are impacting 
the scope, choice and delivery of benefi ts and services 
for older adults.

Ann-Margaret Carrozza, Esq., 
Elder Law Attorney: Seniors 
must know how to protect their 
homes. Carrozza explores asset 

protection trusts for the primary residence and estate 
tax planning, in light of Federal estate tax changes. 
She will also update seniors on how to get the long-
term care they need through Medicaid, while still 
protecting their assets.

Limited Vendor Space Available  CALL 646-230-0668

IN COOPERATION WITH MASPETH KIWANIS & MASPETH LIONS 

GRAND AVENUE FESTIVAL
65th to 71st Streets .

ALSO SCHEDULED: 

— E V E N T  S P O N S O R S —

—  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  S P O N S O R S :  —

Sunday, June 1, 2014,  12 noon to 5 PM    .

Aiello & Cannick
Burke's Pub
Connolly's Corner
Fame Restaurant
Glendale Bake Shop

Grand Florist
Michael J. Falco, Attorney
Bernard G. Helldorfer, 
Attorney
Home Hunters Real Estate
Isabella’s Ices

Key Food
Knockout Pest Control
Martin Luther School
Masone, White, Penkava & 
Cristofari
Maspeth Dental Association

Maspeth Hall
Maspeth Lock & Safe
Maspeth Press Printers
O'Kane Realty
Papavero Funeral Home

Polish and Slavic Federal 
Credit Union
Barbara Pryor, Attorney
Joan Sammon
69th Street Beverage
Vona & Vona LLP

 

Don’t Miss the Fun!

Entertainment Stage
Located at:

66-28 Grand Avenue

12:00 pm (& throughout the day)  

– Joe Fuoco Music School

2:00pm Song & A Dance

Plus more
Show times 

subject to change
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Let pols know about need for quiet skies

A
s you may already 
know, the Federal 
Aviation Adminis-
tration announced 

May 16 that the Airspace 
Redesign program will be 
modified and new changes 
will be made to New York 
airspace.

These new changes 
include Precision Based 
Navigation procedures, 
which inherently fo-
cus or concentrate noise 
— visit faa.gov/news/
updates/?newsId=77344.

Now that we know 

changes are coming, we 
should ask the FAA to 
clearly identify details of 
the upcoming changes and 
define the environmental 
studies that will be per-
formed to determine the 
impact of the changes on 
our environment.

Therefore, if you are a 
designated representative 
to either the LaGuardia or 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional airport roundtables, 
please ask the Port Au-
thority to request that the 
FAA brief the roundtables 

as soon as possible on the 
changes and planned envi-
ronmental studies.

You can contact the PA 
through Ian Van Praagh. 
If you are a designated 
member of a roundtable or 
concerned citizen, please 
contact your congressional 
representatives and ask 
that he or she push for the 
briefing.

Many of us have 
screamed bloody murder 
when the FAA instituted 
changes we did not know 
about. Now we know about 

additional changes and 
may be getting a chance to 
do something in a timely 
way.

Please do not let this 
opportunity go by without 
action. Also, please let me 
know when you contacted 
the PA or your congressio-
nal reps regarding a brief-
ing and let me know their 
responses, if any.

Len Schaier
President

Quietskies.net
Port Washington, L.I.

FERRY GOOD IDEA
Queens has a major resource that is unlimited, free 

and accessible: the East River.
Three City Council members from the borough want 

to take advantage of the waterway and are pushing for fer-
ry service from Fort Totten and Citi Field to Manhattan. 
They’re on to something that the northern half of Queens 
desperately needs.

Public transportation from northeast Queens is a 
challenge. There are no subways and the buses — even the 
Bay Terrace expresses — are frequently paralyzed in traf-
fic jams during the commute back and forth to Manhattan. 
Parts of College Point near the water might as well be in 
Idaho since they are so far from bus routes.

East Elmhurst, Jackson Heights and Corona have the 
No. 7 line, but they are not transportation meccas either. 
And the long lines of straphangers jammed on the plat-
forms to board Manhattan-bound trains in the mornings 
cry out for more alternatives.

The Long Island Rail Road cuts through this part of 
Queens, but service is half hourly and more expensive 
than the bus and the subway.

Enter the proposed ferry service.
Council members Paul Vallone, Peter Koo and Julissa 

Ferreras, who represent the Queens coastline from Bay-
side to East Elmhurst, are asking the city Economic Devel-
opment Corp. to run a pilot study on establishing perma-
nent ferry service.

They point out there are already docks at Fort Totten 
in Bayside and Citi Field in Flushing that could be used as 
part of their game plan to help reduce the overcrowding 
on the No. 7.

Their proposal calls for separate runs from Manhat-
tan to both northern Queens sites with no connecting ser-
vice in between.

Water travel has already racked up big points in other 
parts of the borough. An East River ferry route from Long 
Island City to Manhattan is drawing more riders than ex-
pected, and calls are mounting to add another ferry line 
from Astoria to Manhattan and the Bronx.

The Rockaway ferry, revived after Superstorm Sandy 
knocked out the peninsula’s A line, remains a draw after 
the subway’s restoration. Advocacy groups are pressing 
for the ferry to be a long-term service.

Queens has enormous potential as a water power. Rich 
with rivers, bays and an ocean at its doorstep, the borough 
is in an ideal spot to exploit its natural boundaries by pro-
viding clean, efficient travel in boats as another option to 
commuters weary of cars, buses and trains.

More ferry routes should be considered.
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Housing plan is un-American

M
ayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s affordable 
housing plan of 
200,000 apart-

ments, 120,000 of which are 
slated to be in presently 
illegal city basements, is 
reminiscent of the 1950 
housing program for Mos-
cow of Nikita Khrushchev, 
the late Soviet premier.

That housing consisted 
of five- or six-story apart-
ment buildings of prefabri-
cated, reinforced concrete 
and without elevators or 
balconies in which 60 mil-

lion residents of the former 
Soviet Union still reside.

The public nicknamed 
them “khrushcheby,” a pun 
on “trushcheby,” the Rus-
sian word for “slums.” So 
now we have de Blasio, this 
new Bolshevik, proposing 
his large-scale housing pro-
gram of 60 percent of future 
housing from an existing 
stock of basements — New 
York’s “khrushchyovka.”

With 205 subway rail 
fractures on the E and F 
lines in Queens, one of 
which led to a derailment 

in Woodside recently, I sug-
gest de Blasio research the 
Soviet archives for the en-
gineering blueprints of a 
more notable achievement 
of Khrushchev as superin-
tendent of the construction 
of the Moscow Metro.

In any event, khrush-
cheby is a simpler nom de 
plume for de Blasio’s hous-
ing plan than the Italian 
term for slums: “quartiere 
miserabile.”

Joseph Manago
Briarwood

Don’t legalize illegal apartments

M
ayor Bill de Blasio 
plans on creating 
200,000 units of af-
fordable housing 

over the next 10 years in the 
city. We need more afford-
able housing in our city, 
but some of the steps he and 
other officials will be tak-
ing to accomplish this goal 
are disturbing.

The mayor and others 
think legalizing some ille-
gally converted basement 
apartments and other units 
is a great way to produce 
more affordable housing.

But how many people 
will be living in those 
units, and will the units be 
safe not only for the tenants 
but for adjacent residents? 
What impact will they have 
on local neighborhoods, 
whose infrastructure was 
not designed to take on an 
unexpected increase in 
population?

Our schools are al-
ready overcrowded and 
parking is at a premium in 
most areas. Will these new 
units truly be affordable 
when the rent charged for 
them is homeowner-deter-
mined? Legalizing these 

units will only encourage 
more conversions and con-
gestion.

Also, legalizing il-
legally converted units 
will negate our rezonings, 
which have been accom-
plished through the hard 
work of civic associations 
and community boards 
over the past several years. 
The character of our com-
munities will change and 
not in a positive way.

In fact, when you read 
what is being proposed, 
upzoning to allow for more 
dense development and tall-
er buildings is a big part of 
the picture in the mayor’s 
plan. This would happen 
all over the city.

Deputy Mayor for 
Housing and Economic De-
velopment Alicia Glen said, 
“To become a more afford-
able city, we must become a 
denser city.”

City Planning Com-
mission Chairman Carl 
Weisbrod is also support-
ing the mayor’s proposals. 
These people do not un-
derstand the concerns and 
viewpoints of the everyday 
taxpayers, especially in 

Queens.
What can we do to 

show our concern and 
disapproval for these par-
ticular ideas? Call or write 
your City Council member, 
state Assembly member 
and state senator and tell 
them you do not want ille-
gally converted units legal-
ized, you do not want the 
rezonings tampered with 
and you oppose upzoning 
in general.

We can get more units 
of affordable housing by 
requiring builders of new 
projects in appropriately 
zoned areas to set aside a 
higher percentage of those 
units for that purpose. We 
can preserve many exist-
ing, vacant buildings by us-
ing them for working-class 
people, seniors and veter-
ans who cannot afford high 
rents.

The empty “T” build-
ing in central Queens is a 
perfect example of this type 
of situation.

We have to speak out 
and now is the time.

Henry Euler
Bayside

1939 was uplifting and somber

T
he year 1939 has 
much significance in 
history.

It was the year 
the Bronx-Whitestone 
Bridge opened, the World’s 
Fair opened at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
that many motion pictures 
were released, among them 
two of the world’s best-
loved classics: “The Wizard 

of Oz” and “Gone with the 
Wind.”

It was also the year 
that a country was wanton-
ly and viciously attacked by 
its neighbor. The country 
attacked was Poland and 
the country that attacked 
was Nazi Germany, on Sept. 
1, 1939.

That unprovoked at-
tack marked the beginning 

of the world’s most devas-
tating conflict: World War 
II.

The world must never 
allow such a conflict to 
erupt again. If it were to 
happen, nobody would 
be the winner. Humanity 
would be the loser forever.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

CORRECTIONS

The article “Ridgewood residents ask for housing help” in the May 16-22 edition should have spelled 
the name of Elise Goldin as such.

The article “Najmi ditches plan to challenge Weprin” the May 23-29 edition should have quoted Ali 
Najmi as saying that he sought to elect real Democrats to the state Senate.

Be wary of DOE suspension rates

T
he city Department 
of Education recently 
released student sus-
pension data. Do not 

read too much into it. Your 
child’s school is not neces-
sarily better or worse for 
the numbers.

A school whose sus-
pension rate has gone up 
may be improving. A school 
where it has gone down 
may be declining. What re-
ally matters is whether vio-
lent or other incidents are 
reported. Sometimes these 
events are suppressed, re-
classified or ignored.

Some principals think 
they have a vested interest 
in enforcing a “what hap-
pens in this school, stays in 
this school” policy. Student 
suspension numbers are 
factored into the perfor-
mance evaluations of the 
principal and school. There 
are incentives for princi-
pals to forgive or be blind to 
mayhem.

A small percentage of 
principals may signal to 
their staffs to back off any 
actions that could adverse-
ly affect their school’s repu-
tation. The admonition to 
remain silent may not only 
become part of the school’s 
culture but central to it.

It is a sure thing that 
principals can quote city 

schools chancellor’s regu-
lations, especially when 
they are looking for cover. 
Every school must abide by 
the DOE’s discipline code, 
which spells out the penal-
ties that correspond to clas-
sifications and descriptions 
of different kinds of student 
violations.

This may sound objec-
tive, but with its industrial-
strength elasticity replete 
with deliberate vagueness 
and loopholes, the code can 
be an adaptable handbook 
for accountability avoid-
ance.

If a given school’s 
plummeting suspension 
rate is due to a refusal 
to recognize or a failure 
to take corrective action 
against gross misconduct, 
that fact may be perfumed 
by a claim that the drop is 
due to improved counsel-
ing, intervention, oversight 
and sensitivity training. 
This kind of hanky-panky 
is not typical but neither is 
it extinct.

The controversy con-
tinues as to when a student 
should be suspended for 
misconduct and what form 
that suspension should 
take. For many years it was 
common to ban a child from 
school for five days. That 
meant the child was out of 

sight and mind, which was 
often a relief all around.

But around seven 
years ago, the DOE estab-
lished Alternate Learning 
Centers in all the boroughs. 
The emphasis at these 
ALCs is on continuity of 
instruction and supportive 
services rather than pun-
ishment.

Students thrive there 
and fit in with Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fari-
ña’s call for “restorative 
justice” as an enlightened 
option to castigation and 
exile. Because statistics 
have many faces, do not ac-
cept them at face-value.

According to Tyler Vi-
gen, by his claim a doctoral 
student at Harvard Law 
School who just “loves to 
wonder how variables work 
together,” the per capita 
consumption of cheese in 
the United States correlates 
with the number of people 
who died by becoming tan-
gled in their bedsheets. He 
calls that a “spurious cor-
relation.”

Nothing could be more 
spurious than the reliabil-
ity of suspension rates

Ron Isaac
Bayside
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Bayside Bayside Paint Place
41-12 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-352-5295

Can’t come to our store 
for great prices, service and 
the largest inventory in NY?

No worry ... We’ll come to you!
WE DELIVER to all of NYC & Long Island

CALL US FOR A FREE QUOTE: 
718-352-5295

Mention this ad and

.RECEIVE 10% OFF*
on your fi rst order

*Not applicable on Aura

We offer a complete line of Benjamin Moore® products

ometimes old tra-
ditions die hard in 
Queens’ immigrant 
communities. De-

spite the best efforts of edu-
cators, as well as spiritual 
and community leaders, 
some young women face 
difficulties in asserting 
themselves, building their 
identities and receiving 
equal and fair treatment 
within their families.

The Elmhurst-based 
community group South 
Asian Youth Action con-
vened a hundred young 
women at The New School, 
in Manhattan, for the first 

Desi Girls Conference, a 
daylong event dedicated to 
personal and career devel-
opment as well as breaking 
cultural barriers.

“Desi” is a Sanskrit 
term that refers to people 
originating from the Indi-
an subcontinent.

Judy Goberdhan, pro-
gram director at SAYA!, 
noted that the Desi Girls 
Conference provided the op-
portunity for young women 
across the city to come 
together to connect with 
each other and learn from 
dynamic female profes-
sionals. This builds on the 
vision of founder and guest 
speaker Sayu Bhojwani.

SAYA! has 14 locations 
across Queens and Brook-
lyn and provides after-
school programs, college 
guidance and leadership 
programs that focus on aca-

demics, and personal and 
professional development.

The hub of SAYA!’s op-
erations is at its Elmhurst 
location, at 54-05 Seabury 
St.

“We try to use the cen-
ter as a meeting place for all 
the sites to come together,” 
Goberdhan said.

Recently, in antici-
pation of the college ad-
missions process, SAYA! 
hosted a college application 
boot camp, college tours of 
a variety of schools and an 
annual career fair.

The event started with 
keynote speaker Umber 
Ahmad, an accomplished 
businesswoman and entre-
preneur. Attendees were 
then given a choice of three 
workshops: Breaking Cul-
tural Barriers with Faiza 
Ali, Personal Development 
with  Riti Sachedeva or Ca-

reer Exploration with Jan-
ine Harris.

After lunch and a 
speech by Bhojwani, at-
tendees were allowed to 
choose a second workshop 
from their two remaining 
choices.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for our young wom-
en, and we hope to do this 
on a yearly basis,” Goberd-
han concluded.

Part of bridging the 
gender gap is also adjust-
ing the male perspective on 

women in the community.
“Our program pro-

motes understanding 
across gender lines and 
empowers both our young 
men and young women to 
form collaborative partner-
ships,” she said.

SAYA! works with 
young men to overcome 
cultural and other barriers 
that affect the perception of 
women in the South Asian 
immigrant community.

One of the hurdles 
faced by young South 

Asian women is convinc-
ing their parents to allow 
them to leave home for col-
lege. SAYA! attempts to en-
gage parents through open 
communication and work-
shops, demonstrating the 
process and allaying their 
concerns.

“We have an open door 
policy when it comes to par-
ents and we spend a good 
amount of effort balancing 
the concerns of the parents 
and the independence of 
our youth,” according to 
Goberdhan.

The center is as much 
a “safe space” and a hub 
for youth in SAYA!’s pro-
grams.

Those interested in 
learning more about SAYA! 
or enrolling in its programs 
may complete an intake 
form at saya.org.

Boro group works to prepare young women for college
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Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Unfurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200
Offer expires Dec. 2014. Not to be combined with any other offer. 

The Bayside Hills Civic Association held a Memorial Day Ceremony at The Flagpole 
on Bell Boulevard at 53rd Avenue Saturday morning. Several elected officials addressed 
attendees after local theater star Rhea Arkin sang the National Anthem and BHCA Presi-
dent Michael Feiner made his remarks. 

Youngster William Liao recites “The Gettysburg Address” during the Bayside Hills Civic Association’s 
ceremony. Photo by Nat Valentine

Bayside Hills honors veterans

Members of Boy Scout Troop 142 and Cub Scout Pack 142 salute as the American flag is lowered and 
taps is played. Photo by Nat Valentine

Attendees place their hands over their hearts during the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Photo by Nat Valentine
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Representatives from 
Queens’ Korean organiza-
tions gathered in Bayside 
last week to welcome a 
proclamation from Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo officially 
declaring May as Korean-
American Family Month in 
New York state.

The proclamation was 
officially passed in April 
after state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) introduced a 
resolution for the second 
year in a row that would 
recognize the month as a 
time to celebrate family in 
the Korean-American com-
munity, a tradition also 
marked in Korea during 
May.

Though Avella’s reso-
lution was not approved 
last year, it passed unani-
mously in the Senate April 
29 and was immediately fol-
lowed by an official decla-
ration signed by Cuomo.

“It’s not often that we 
get a chance to celebrate, in 
total, the Korean communi-
ty, so today is unique,” said 
Avella, who represents one 
of the city’s largest Korean 
populations in Bayside.

Avella said the idea for 
the resolution came to him 
last year after he learned 
that the Korean-American 
community holds so many 
events in May because the 
month is known as family 
month back in their home 
country, with Children’s 
Day occurring May 5.

“I thought it would be 
great to celebrate the tradi-
tion here and continue it in 
New York,” he said. “I hope 
this serves as a reminder to 
all of us to express appre-
ciation to our family mem-
bers and engage in family 
activities.”

When the resolution 
failed last year, Avella said 
he and other northeast 
Queens representatives 
continued to lobby and 
make sure Korean voices 
were heard. He said the 
passage of the resolution 
this time around is proof 

that the Korean communi-
ty continues to make many 
important contributions to 
New York as a whole.

“I think the governor 
understands just what May 
means to Korean-American 
families,” he said.

Several representa-
tives from Korean advo-
cacy groups across Queens 
said family is at the core of 
many of the values shared 
by their community, and 
celebrating family and to-
getherness has a high im-
portance in the culture.

By declaring May 
Korean-American Family 
Month in New York, as well, 
it further reinforces the sig-
nificance of having a close 
family that makes sure to 
spend time together.

“We believe that 
healthy families means a 
healthy community,” said 
Grace Yoon, executive di-
rector of the Korean Ameri-
can Family Service Center. 
“Everything stems from 
a healthy family and we 
believe it’s so important, 
especially in the month of 
May, to take the opportu-
nity to really celebrate each 
other.”

Christine Colligan, 
co-president of the Korean 
American Parents Associa-
tion of Greater New York, 
said the state’s formal rec-
ognition of an age-old tradi-
tion from Korea will bring 
to light the fact that many 
families, not just Koreans, 
place a high value on fam-
ily and want to celebrate it 
as much as possible.

“Allowing this to be-
come a tradition in Ameri-
ca, as well, is really great,” 
she said. “Let this not be 
just for Korean families, 
but for all immigrant fami-
lies across the board. All of 
us have shared values and 
issues, and it’s important 
for us to recognize that.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Avella dedicates May 
to Korean families

1Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of date of publication and are subject to change without notice. The  
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7 MONTH CD

$500 minimum to open and  
$500 minimum to earn interest

HERE’S AN IDEA...OPEN A CD AND START SAVING TODAY!

AAAPPYY11

14 MONTH CD

$500 minimum to open and  
$500 minimum to earn interest

Earn the stated APY(s) if you have, or open, any  
interest-bearing Checking account.

A Savings Plan Right
on Target . . . 

a great rate �ith short and long-term bene�ts.
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City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) is one 
of three city representa-
tives asking Mayor Bill de 
Blasio to increase funding 
for the city Department for 
the Aging in the 2015 bud-
get.

Vallone, who serves as 
chairman of the Subcom-
mittee on Senior Centers, 
joined Councilwomen Mar-
garet Chin (D-Manhattan) 
and Julissa Ferreras (D-
East Elmhurst) at a hearing 
last week to call on the city 
to provide a larger funding 
increase for the DFTA.

The agency’s total 2015 
budget of $259.7 million in-
cludes funding increases 
for case management, meal 
reimbursement and new 
senior centers, but Vallone 
said other critical areas, 
such as fighting elder abuse 
and expanding services for 
family members, were not 
addressed.

He said he hopes ne-
gotiations during the bud-
geting process will help 
restore funding for those 
needs.

— Kelsey Durham

A new Astoria post of-
fice’s first day passed with-
out ceremony Saturday, but 
several at the 30-11 21st St. 
facility stopped to praise it.

Maria Entrades, man-
ager of the Post Office’s 
Long Island City main 
branch, said the U.S. Postal 
Service lost the lease on its 
former Astoria location, at 

27-40 21st St., last August. 
While searching for a near-
by replacement, USPS re-
lied on nearby branches.

Gus Forte said the new 
office would spare him a 
20-minute walk to the near-
by branch he had been us-
ing.

“I’m thrilled,” he said.
The new post office 

will be open from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday.

P.O. box hours are 
scheduled for 7:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday.

— Sarina Trangle

City Councilman Paul Vallone 
is calling for increased fund-
ing for the Department for the 
Aging in the 2015 city budget.

Astoria Post Offi ce opens

Fund seniors: Vallone

Tickets cost $50 and can be purchased online at  
www.elmhursthospitalauxiliary.org or in the EHC Volunteer 
Office (79-01 Broadway, Rm. A1-26, Elmhurst, NY 11373). 
Donations to EHC’s Healthy Taste of Queens event are 
treated as contributions to the Elmhurst Hospital Center 
Auxiliary, a 501© 3 charitable organization, and they 
may be tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  For 
more information, call 718.334.5919 or e-mail Justin Chin, 
Assistant Director of External Affairs, at chinj6@nychhc.org.

Be sure to check the EHC Auxiliary Blog at  
www.elmhursthospitalauxiliary.org for regular updates!

SOME PARTICIPATING 
RESTAURANTS AND VENDORS

Aliada Restaurant (Greek)
Uncle Peter’s (Italian)

El Coyote Restaurant (Mexican)
La Fusta Restaurant (Argentine)

Limoncello (Italian)
Yoli (Healthy Drinks)

Bread Blast NY (Veggie Bread)
Nusara Thai Kitchen (Thai)

Mel’s Melting Pot (Specialty Condiments)
Pa-Nash (Caribbean)

Grab & Go Inc. (Chinese/Japanese)
 Ploy Thai (Thai)

 Veggie Chief (Vegetarian)
EHC Greenmarket/GrowNYC

Elmhurst Hospital Center Auxiliary 
presents “A Healthy Taste of Queens”
On Wednesday, June 11th, the Elmhurst Hospital Center Auxiliary 
will host “A Healthy Taste of Queens,” an international food and 
wine tasting event geared toward raising funds for EHC’s Department 
of Cardiology.  The event will be held from 6 PM to 9 PM under a 
canopy in a reserved section of Elmhurst Hospital Center’s parking 
facility, located at 79-01 Broadway in Elmhurst, Queens. There will 
be healthy cooking demonstrations, live entertainment provided by 
jazz ensemble Affinity Brass, raffle items, and the chance to win gift 
baskets, dinner coupons, and other prizes for attendees. Special 
guests include Gina Keatley, host of WNYC-TV’s cooking show 
Healthy Soul, and Queens-based chef and caterer Tomica Burke, recent 
winner of the Food Network Show Cutthroat Kitchen.

Affinity Brass Gina Keatley Tomica Burke

MEMORIAL DAY 
COMMEMORATION
Youngsters (l.-r. above) Catherine 
Cacaci, Elissa Staib, Lucas Thoomey 
and Thomas Cacaci are decked out in 
their patriotic best on Myrtle Avenue 
for the Ridgewood-Glendale Memorial 
Day Parade Monday morning. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Assemblyman Michael Miller (c.) is joined by 
Assemblywoman Cathy Nolan, veteran Evo 
Riguzzi, Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley and pa-
rade Grand Marshal Charles Dunn in visiting the 
Glendale Memorial Triangle at the conclusion of the 
Ridgewood-Glendale Memorial Day Parade. 

Photo courtesy Michael Miller
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It is said that the eyes 
are the windows to the 
soul. But our eyes can 
also tell us much about 
our overall health. During 
an eye exam, doctors find 
clues to what’s going on in 
our eyes – and in the rest of 
the body. 

“Some eye diseases 
have no symptoms, so it’s 
important that everyone 
have a baseline eye exam 
starting at age 40. Anyone 
who has diabetes, a fam-
ily history of glaucoma or 
other eye disease, or an-
other risk factor should 
start earlier and have 
more frequent exams,” 
said Dr. Andrew Gewirtz, 
an ophthalmologist at 
North Shore Queens Eye 
Medicine and Surgery in 
Little Neck. 

After age 40, the Ameri-
can Academy of Ophthal-
mology recommends eye 

exams approximately every 
two years for adults who 
have no ocular symptoms. 

It’s not uncommon for 
patients to first learn they 
have another health prob-
lem, such as diabetes, high 
blood pressure or a thyroid 
condition during a routine 
eye exam. 

“The eye is the only 
place in the body where 
we can noninvasively see 
blood vessels,” Dr. Gewirtz 
explained. “Since many 
illnesses like diabetes 
and hypertension affect 
the blood vessels, we can 
detect a disease before pa-
tients are aware of it and 
advise them to see their in-
ternist or family doctor.”

Dr. Gewirtz says the fol-
lowing symptoms should 
prompt a visit to the eye 
doctor:  

 A yellow-
ing of the white part of 

the eye can be a symptom 
of hepatitis, a dangerous 
liver disease. 

 Some 
people have naturally 
prominent eyes. But if 
someone’s eyes suddenly 
appear to be bulging, it is 
often a sign of a thyroid 
problem. 

Bulging eyes can also be 
a manifestation of other 
diseases, such as a tumor 
behind the eye.

 
Red eyes don’t always 
mean you didn’t get enough 
sleep. They can be a sign of 
an over-active thyroid, al-
lergy or eye infection. 

 
Any such growth should be 
checked by a doctor, even 
if there are no symptoms. 
Certain eyelid or skin can-
cers can look like a sty or 
pimple. 

 This condi-
tion often affects people 
when they get older or 
experience hormonal 
changes. Dry eyes are com-
mon, and eye drops and 
other treatments can often 
relieve the discomfort. But 
dry eyes can also signal an 
autoimmune disease such 
as rheumatoid arthritis, 
which affects the ability to 
produce tears. 

 This can be a sign of 
corneal disease, a blocked 
tear duct, or an eyelash or 
lid problem. Anyone who 
has pain along with tear-
ing should be examined 
right away as this could be 
a sign of infection, inflam-
mation or a foreign object 
in the eye. 

 When 
double vision occurs in 
both eyes, it could be re-
lated to thyroid disease, a 

brain problem, a tumor or 
another disease. 

 If people experi-
ence pain and vision loss 
along with the appearance 
of halos, they should see an 
eye doctor. Halos may indi-
cate cataracts, glaucoma, 
corneal disease or contact 
lens overuse.

 Called 
floaters, people may see 
tiny objects that look like 
small dots, pieces of string 
or amoeba-like objects. 
In middle-aged and older 
adults, they can develop 
with normal aging. How-
ever, there is cause for con-
cern if they appear sud-
denly as hundreds of small 
black particles or are ac-
companied by flashes of 
light.

To make an appointment 
with Dr. Gewirtz, please call 
718-225-5656.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Our Eyes Reveal Much about Our Overall Health

* From select group 
of frames. Some 
Restrictions Apply: 
May not be com-
bined with any other 
offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insur-
ance plans... Coupon 
must be presented at time 
of sale. Thanks.

BUY 1 GET 1

We Accept 
GVS & 

Many Third 
Party, Union & 

Insurance 
Plans.

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 

w/Frames

$9999
Exam Extra

w/coupon, exp. 6-16-14

Buy One 
Get One Free

AND

$100 
OFF!*

COMPLETE PAIR 
OF GLASSES

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE 

LENSES

$16999*
w/coupon,

 exp. 6-16-14

When you 
purchase an 
Eye Exam, 
RECEIVE A 

FREE 
EYE EXAM 
for a friend or 
family 
member!
And receive 

$100 
OFF!*

LIMITED TIME 
OFFER

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., and Fri. 1030-530 
Tues. and Thurs. 1130-730 30-430We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

danielgale.com

Open House: Sunday, June 1 – 1:00-3:00
167 Old Mill Road, Manhasset, NY
Opportunity knocks – this 3-bedroom Colonial features new heat, CAC, windows,
in-ground sprinklers and more. Walking distance to elementary school in a beautiful
Manhasset neighborhood. SD #6. MLS# 2660565. $900,000.

Each office is independently owned and operated. We are pledged to provide equal opportunity for housing to any
prospective customer or client, without regard to race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Deirdre O’Connell
Associate Real Estate Broker
Gold Circle of Excellence
516.627.4440 ext.360
c.516.532.9736
deirdreoconnell@danielgale.com

Manhasset Office • 364 Plandome Rd, Manhasset, NY

Annie Holdreith
Associate Real Estate Broker

Gold Circle of Excellence
516.627.4440 ext.372

c.516.509.4082
annieholdreith@danielgale.com
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nycschoolsnycschools
Text “prek” or “escuela”to 877-877 for alerts and info. Message and data rates may apply.   

Reply STOP to opt-out.  Terms and Privacy: help.mcommons.com/s/877877. 

Opportunity 
Starts Now™High-quality pre-k sparks a lifetime of  

learning for kindergarten and beyond.

Find   
FREE pre-k
near you:

� Call 311
� Visit nyc.gov/prek
�  Text “prek” to 877-877

Children turning four years  old in 2014 who live in New York City are eligible for 
FREE pre-k at high-quality Community-Based Early Childhood Centers through 
the Department of Education.

What is a Community-Based Early Childhood Center (CBECC)?
Community-Based Early Childhood Centers, or CBECCs, include many daycare 
centers, private schools, preschools, libraries, and some museums. CBECCs 
are located across the City,  and have been screened and approved by the 
Department of Education for safety, security, and quality.

They’re ready to learn

#OpportunityStartsNow
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) said 
he never wore a wire de-
spite pressure from state 
Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman in what 
his lawyer described as a 
bid to take down African-
American officials who did 
not support New York’s  top 
prosecutor.

Wills’ lawyers said 
they would file a motion 
seeking to have a special 
prosecutor replace Schnei-
derman in Wills’ pending 
criminal case.

The councilman’s re-
buttal in a press confer-
ence at Maranatha Baptist 
Church in Queens Village 
Wednesday came three 
weeks after Schneider-
man and state Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli an-
nounced Wills had been 
charged with grand larce-
ny and fraud for allegedly 
stealing about $30,000 in 

state and city funds.
Days later, the New 

York Post cited anonymous 
sources and reported that 
Wills attempted to secretly 
record colleagues at Sch-
neiderman’s behest.

“Mr. Schneiderman is 
up for election. Mr. Schnei-
derman needs the African-
American vote. He knows 
that he doesn’t necessar-
ily have the support of the 
leaders that are here now, 
so he is going to do what-
ever it takes to bring them 
down,” said Sally Butler, 
Wills’ attorney. “If that 
means releasing false in-
formation that [Wills] wore 
a wire because voters may 
not like that, that’s what he 
will do.”

Butler, who repre-
sented Wills’ former boss, 
ex-state Sen. Shirley Hunt-
ley. in her corruption case, 
said: “This is all political.”

As part of a plea deal, 
Huntley photographed and 
recorded  Wills and eight 

other politicians without 
their knowledge when they 
visited her Rochdale Vil-
lage home in summer 2012.

 Schneiderman’s office 
did not comment on wheth-
er Wills wore a wire, but it 
released a statement saying 
the attorney general’s pur-
suit of public corruption 
did not focus on southeast 
Queens, where Huntley is 

slated to complete a 366-day 
sentence for embezzling 
public funds, Sen, Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) is prepar-
ing for a trial on charges 
stemming from his alleged 
plot to rig the 2013 may-
oral election and state As-
semblyman William Scar-
borough (D-St. Albans) is 
under investigation for his 
use of vouchers for Albany 

travel expenses.
“Attorney General Sch-

neiderman has prosecuted 
more than 40 individuals 
in public corruption cases 
across the state. He is com-
mitted to rooting out public 
corruption wherever it ex-
ists and will follow the evi-
dence wherever it leads,” 
the statement said.

Wills said Schneider-
man’s team asked him to 
follow in the footsteps of 
former Bronx Assembly-
man Nelson Castro, who 
helped prosecutors indict a 
fellow lawmaker by secret-
ly recording conversations 
for years.

“After the grand jury 
was convened, the attorney 
general’s office told me to 
cooperate and do a Nelson 
Castro, to be specific. And 
they would disband the 
grand jury, send those good 
people home and the pend-
ing indictment would go 
away,” Wills said. “Because 
I refused again the attorney 

general proceeded with his 
side of the story.”

Wills said he was first 
approached by the attorney 
general’s office in late 2011 
or 2012 about wearing a 
wire.

Authorities have been 
eyeing NY 4 Life, the non-
profit headed by Wills since 
at least 2012, when Schnei-
derman and DiNapoli filed 
a joint motion in Manhat-
tan Supreme Court claim-
ing Wills made several 
attempts to obstruct their 
probe into the organiza-
tion’s finances.

Years later, the two an-
nounced Wills had been in-
dicted on charges of swin-
dling $19,000 from a $30,000 
state grant Wills’ former 
boss, Huntley, steered to-
wards NY 4 Life and $11,500 
in public matching funds 
allocated to his 2009 Coun-
cil campaign.

Wills denied the alle-
gations after his arraign-

Councilman Ruben Wills (c.) says he never wore a wire, as request-
ed by state Attorney General Eric Schneiderman’s office. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Wills says he fought off  pressure to wear wire

Ma o August 28ay 29 toto 29

Thursday 
  Nights Out

Check out your favorite salons, shops, 
restaurants and bars for weekly specials  

to kick off  your summer weekend.

The Bayside Village BID
(718) 423-2434
info@baysidevillagebid.com

Sponsored by:

��������		��	
���������������������

For a list of  participating businesses visit: 
www.baysidevillage.net

Bayside Village BID 
for weekly specials @baysidebid Rainsite: 

Poppenhusen Institute 114-04 14th Road

A FREE CONCERT 
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 

Beatles’ “Invasion” perfromed by “The Sessions”
At a beautiful waterfront setting

Date:        Sunday, June 1st

Time:        5:00 p.m. (Come early for some other fun activities)
Location:   Mac Neil Park (by the 5th Ave. & College Place ent.)
       College Point (easy access by Q25 bus)

Funded in part by the Honorable Borough President Melinda Katz and the New York City Dept. of 
Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, Councilman Vallone.  Sponsored by the 

New York City Dept. of Parks and Recreation, and Poppenhusen Institute.

Bring a chair or blanket.

For more information, contact us at poppenhusen@juno.com or 718–358–0067

Continued on Page 48
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Seven people are facing 
charges in connection with 
two separate fraud rings 
they allegedly participated 
in throughout northeast 
Queens over the past two 
years, Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
last week.

The DA’s office an-
nounced May 22 that a 
handful of men were indict-
ed for their alleged roles in 
the pair of schemes operat-
ed out of Flushing and Bay-
side dating back to 2012. Six 
have been arrested while 
the seventh defendant, Ki 
Bin Lim, was still being 
sought by police, according 
to the DA’s office.

A 73-count indictment 
released last week said 
four defendants — Fresh 

Meadows residents Joung 
Duck Woo, 45, and Ki Bin 
Lim, 52, and Flushing resi-
dents Ki Hun Kim, 45, and 
Sang Moon, 59 — allegedly 
agreed to help four victims 
from Woo’s  church, who 
spoke little or no English, 
purchase cars in their 
names and then stole per-
sonal information, such as 

Social Security numbers, 
to finance seven luxury 
vehicles and open credit 
cards in their names.

Woo worked as an au-
tomobile broker during 
the 24-month investigation 
into the fraud rings and al-
legedly led the other men 
through the scheme to fi-

Four men were recently charged in a Bayside fraud scheme involv-
ing cars purchased with stolen identities. Photo by Christina Santucci

Seven boro men charged
in NE Queens fraud hits

THE ONE TO KNOW

OIL HEATfor

1.855.206.4283   
petro.com

CALL NOW FOR
SPECIAL OFFERS!

HEATING OIL   |   NATURAL GAS   |   AIR CONDITIONING   |   PLUMBING   |   GENERATORS   |   HOME SECURITY

There are many reasons people of all 
ages do Pilates, including better sleep and 
better sex. What exactly is Pilates? Pilates 
is a core strengthening exercise technique.

The foundation of Pilates exercise is 
Core Strength. The core muscles are the 
deep, internal muscles of the abdomen and 
back. These muscles are trained in Pilates 
to be strong and efficient in doing their job, 
as a result of which they work in harmony 
with the superficial muscles of the trunk 
to support the spine and its movement. As 
core strength is developed, so is stability 
throughout the entire torso. This is one of 
the reasons why Pilates helps in overcom-
ing back pain. If the trunk is properly sta-
bilized, then the pressure on the back is 
relieved – resulting in free and efficient 
movement of the body.

Unlike some forms of exercise, Pilates 

does not over-develop some parts of the body 
and neglect others. While Pilates training 
focuses on core strength, it trains the body 
as an integrated whole. Pilates workouts 
promote strength and balanced muscle 
development as well as flexibility and in-
creased range of motion for the joints.

Whether you are a senior just starting 
to exercise, an elite athlete or somewhere 
in between, the foundations of Pilates 
movement apply to you. With thousands 
of possible exercises and modifications, 
Pilates workouts can be tailored to your 
individual needs.

In Pilates, we work toward a safe in-
crease in length and stretch of muscles 
and range of motion within the joints. 
You won’t find quite as much “pretzel 
logic” in Pilates as you might in yoga, but 
a body that can stretch and bend to meet 
the flow of life is a very realistic goal.

Good posture reflects good alignment 
that is supported by a strong core. It is a 
position from which one can move freely. 
Pilates trains the body to express itself 
with strength and harmony.

If you practice Pilates regularly, it 
will change your body. 

Known for creating long, strong mus-
cles and a leaner look; Pilates improves 
muscle tone, balances musculature, sup-
ports beautiful posture, and teaches you 
to move with ease and grace.

Bayside Pilates and Fitness 
(718) 662–6424
35-16 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 
BaysidePilatesAndFitness.com

We are dedicated to helping you im-
prove strength, flexibility, circulation and 
balance. We will help you tone and build 
lean muscle while flattening your abdomi-
nal area. Reduce stress, relax, and correct 
your posture as you straighten your spine.

A D V E R T O R I A L

Pilates and You

Continued on Page 48
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Classes offered:
Musical Theater ~ Jazz ~ Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~ Tap

Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Stretch & Strengthening ~ Improvisation ~ Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing

Acrobatics ~ Zumbatonic ~ Latin Dance ~ Mommy & Me ~ Combo Classes

All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes ~ Special Needs Classes

NEW Drama & Voice Lessons

132–11A 14th Avenue, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

AAccr

~ Tap~ Ta

~ Breakdancingkdkdadaanccingncciningng

aasssseess

Registration Has Begun!!!
Registration Hours: Mon - Thurs 4pm-9pm, Fri 4pm-8pm & Sat 9am-3pm
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Photos by Christina Santucci 

Photos by Walter Karling Photos by Bill Parry

Photos by Walter Karling
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Saint Luke’s Schoolyard
17th Avenue & Clintonville Street, Whitestone, NY

JUNE 5–8FAMILY 

FUN

THURS. JUNE 5 
5pm–10pm

DJ Entertainment 

FRI. JUNE 6 
5pm–11pm
Irish Night 

DJ Entertainment • Live Band

SAT. JUNE 7
2pm–11pm 

Italian Night • Live Band 
DJ Entertainment 

SUN. JUNE 8 
2pm–10pm 
Live Band 

50/50 Raffl e Drawing
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At their Annual Lead-
ership Breakfast, the 
Jewish Community Coun-
cil of Pelham Parkway 
(JCCPP) recognized Dr. 
Michael J. Brescia, Ex-
ecutive Medical Director 
of Calvary Hospital, with 
the “Legends of Chesed” 
award. He was one of eight 
people honored at this 
event. State Senator Jeff 
Klein presented a procla-
mation, naming Sunday, 
May 18, 2014, as “Dr. Mi-
chael Brescia Day” in the 
Bronx.

In 2012, Calvary and 
Yeshiva University/RI-
ETS announced a col-
laboration to provide the 
observant Jewish com-
munity with information 
and options for end-of-life 
care in accordance with 

Jewish law or Halakha. 
Each year, the Hospital 
cares for hundreds of 
Jewish patients at their 
200-bed Bronx hospital, 
25-bed Brooklyn Satellite 
at Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter, as well as with home 
care and home hospice 
throughout the greater 
New York area.

Jewish patients and 
families at Calvary can 
look forward to a compre-
hensive range of services 
such as (but not limited 
to): End-of-life counseling 
by the Hospital’s three 
rabbis in accordance with 
Jewish tradition; Kosher 
meals and cholov yisroel 
dairy products available 
upon request; Kosher 
Hospitality Room stocked 
weekly with a variety of 

glatt kosher food; Shabbat 
lounge; and inclusion in 
the Einstein and Pelham 
Parkway eruv.

Calvary Hospital is the 
nation’s only fully accred-
ited acute care specialty 
hospital devoted exclu-
sively to providing pallia-
tive care to adult advanced 
cancer patients. Calvary 
has been the model for the 
relief of cancer pain and 
symptoms for more than 
a century. More than 6,000 
patients are cared for an-
nually by Calvary’s inpa-
tient, outpatient, home, 
hospice, nursing home 
hospice, and wound care 
services. 

To learn more or sign 
up for the e-newsletter, 
Calvary Life, please go to 
www.calvaryhospital.org

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

JCC of Pelham Parkway honors  
Westchester resident with ‘Legends of Chesed’ award

���
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Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation. 
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.  

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                     

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones. 

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.  

We’ll help you make educated decisions. 
Get answers to questions such as: 

-How can I protect assets 
from the government? 

-How can I save myself from 
expensive nursing home bills? 

-How can I spare my loved ones 
from the difficulties of probate? 

We’re also on the radio. 
TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer 
and 570 AM WMCA, Saturdays at 

6:00 PM to listen to  
Ask the Lawyer with  

 Mike Connors.  
www.askmikethelawyer.com 

at 

om

MON. JUNE 16th 

QUEENS- 
MASPETH 

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 
Connolly’s Corner 
71-17 Grand Avenue 

WED. JUNE 18th  FRI. JUNE 20th    

 QUEENS- 
HOWARD BEACH 

11 AM & 3 PM 
Lenny’s Clam Bar 

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard 

QUEENS- 
BAYSIDE 

11 AM & 3 PM 
The Adria 

221-17 Northern Blvd 



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$103BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

ACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches 
& dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher 
available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. 
^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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SAVINGS & SELECTION
FIND A WHOLE LOT OF

AT MAJOR WORLD!AT MAJOR WORLD!

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$14,995
CAMARO'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
42k miles, Stk#1196

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 

32k miles, Stk#1616

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 1382, 3k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Nissan Versa, 79k 6023 $6,995
 2007 Cadillac CTS, 93k 2613 $6,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2008 Hummer H3, 97k 3802 $9,500
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2012 Volkswagen Passat, 22k 4362 $13,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2008 BMW 535xi, 44k 4519 $13,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2008 Mercedes S550, 99k 4244 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2008 Mercedes CLS 550, 57k 82172 $22,995
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 
       
 

2011 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995

EXPLORER
2013 FORD

Stk# 1081, 31k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

MKS
2010 LINCOLN

Stk# 4985, 69k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$15,995

328xi
2011 BMW

Stk# 661029, 32k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

M37
2011 INFINITI

Stk# 1237, 27k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,995

G37
2011 INFINITI

Stk# 1414, 13k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,995
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

www.northshorerehabilitation.com

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
Leg, Low Back Weakness
Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
Difficulty Walking
Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

Most 
Insurances 
Accepted
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BY BILL PARRY

The plans for expand-
ing the Jackson Heights 
Business Improvement 
District is moving forward 
with word that ballots will 
be delivered to 1,500 ad-
dresses at the end of June.

Seth Taylor, the 82nd 
Street Partnership execu-
tive director, made the dis-
closure during an informa-
tional meeting sponsored 
by Community Board 4 in 
Corona  May22.

“We’ve been collecting 
signatures of property own-
ers, business owners and 
resident, and we’ve found 
there’s enough support for 
this plan,” Taylor said.

Marty Kirchman, a 
vocal activist from Queens 
Neighborhoods United, 
cried foul after he and Tay-
lor presented both sides of 
the arguments at the meet-
ing in St. Paul’s Apostle 
Church.

“We have very serious 

concerns regarding the in-
tegrity of the BID establish-
ment process,” Kirchner 
said. “To this day, numer-
ous business owners, prop-
erty owners and residents 
within the BID’s boundar-
ies are still uninformed 
that a BID expansion plan 
is underway and that they 
will be asked to vote on it.”

Taylor said the city De-
partment of Small Business 
Services will decide if the 
BID made enough outreach 
to the property owners, 
businesses and residents 
before they approve .

“Then the plan would 
go to the Interagency Re-
view Board for further 
examination before it gets 
submitted to the City Coun-
cil. It’s a long process.” Tay-
lor said.

The two have been at 
polar opposites since the 
plan was announced last 
year.

After Kirchner dis-
played newspaper articles 

critical of BIDs dating back 
to 1995, Taylor said, “That 
was during the Giuliani ad-
ministration.  So much has 
changed, there’s so much 
more oversight now.”

When Kirchner ques-
tioned the BID taking a 
$500,000 donation from 
the Queens Development 
Group, the group working 
on the Willets Point revi-
talization, Taylor said that 

was brokered by Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst).

That was confirmed 
by a Ferreras spokeswom-
an, who pointed to a bul-
let point in a press release 
from last October.

“QDG will provide 
$500,000 to support busi-
ness along the Roosevelt 
Avenue Commercial Corri-
dor,” it said.

“It was part of the 
Community Benefits ne-
gotiations prior to the Wil-
lets Point vote that was ap-
proved by the City Council,” 
the spokeswoman said.

Taylor said taking 
grants is part of a BID’s 
mission.

“We’re trying to im-
prove the district. If a com-
pany is willing to make a 
donation, of course we’re 
accepting it,” he said.

Kirchner argued the 
BID does not help small 
businesses but real estate 
investors while attracting 
new, wealthier shoppers 
and tourists to the area.

Taylor countered that 
the BID takes on cleanli-
ness, public safety and 
crime, pedestrian safety 
and uninviting public spac-
es all to make a cleaner and 
safer neighborhood.

“This city needs to 
fix these things and we 
serve as an advocate  –– 
the squeaky wheel gets the 

grease,” Taylor said.
It was a point that 

stuck in the minds of some 
of the meeting’s observers.

Small businessman 
Frank Raffaela said, “Most 
of these projects are sup-
posed to be done by the city 
with the taxes we already 
pay. Why do we have to pay 
twice?”

Woodside resident Ju-
lia Carrey, who is study-
ing the BID expansion as 
part of her urban studies at 
Queens College, said, “I’ve 
been watching this unfold 
all semester and I wonder 
why we need private funds 
for public service.”

Hulen Jack, a resident 
of LeFrak City, said, “I 
learned a lot that I didn’t 
know tonight and now 
I have a thousand ques-
tions.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Marty Kirchner (r.) of Queens Neighborhoods United discusses the 
BID with leaders of Community Board 4. Photo by Bill Parry

Expansion plans of Jax Heights BID in motion
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A North Carolina man 
was sentenced last week to 
serve 110 years in prison 
for a six-month-long crime 
spree in 2010 that included 
the armed robberies of sev-
eral Queens fast-food res-
taurants and the attempted 
murder of a cab driver, 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown announced 
last week.

The DA’s office said 
Shawn Peace, 26, of Char-
lotte, N.C., was sentenced 
May 22 after being convict-
ed in February of a series of 
crimes dating back to July 
2010.

Peace was found guilty 
of robbing five fast-food 
joints spanning Glen Oaks 
to Jamaica from July to 
November, including the 
Aug. 19, 2010, robbery of a 
Popeye’s Fried Chicken, at 
245-01 Francis Lewis Blvd., 
during which Peace shot a 
store employee in the hand 
when the worker tried to 
apprehend him, the DA’s of-
fice said.

In addition to robbery, 
assault and criminal pos-
session of a weapon charg-
es, Peace was also convicted 
of second-degree attempted 
murder in the shooting of 
a livery cab driver Dec. 3, 
2010.

The DA’s office said a 
driver from Big D’s Royal 
Cab Service in Jamaica 
picked up Peace around 8:50 
a.m. after he walked into 
the cab company’s office 

and asked to be driven to a 
dead-end on 122nd Street in 
South Ozone Park.

After the cab arrived 
at the destination, a strug-
gle broke out between the 
two men and Peace shot 
the driver four times before 
fleeing the scene, accord-
ing to the DA’s office.

Police responded to a 
911 call shortly after the 
shooting and found the 
cab driver slumped in the 
driver’s seat with gunshot 
wounds to the neck, right 
hand and one in each leg.

“Having committed 
a series of violent felonies 
during a string of armed 
robberies, the defendant 
has proven himself to be a 
menace to society,” Brown 
said. “With today’s sen-
tence, the public can rest 
assured that the defendant 
will no longer be a threat as 

he will be spending the rest 
of his life behind bars.”

Peace had been held 
without bail since he was 
arrested in January 2011.

A better route to managing 
overactive bladder

Should have fewer bathroom stops
If the signs of overactive bladder (OAB) are becoming an all too familiar pattern, it may be 

time for a new direction. The SYNERGY study is a research study examining an investigational 

combination of two drugs prescribed for OAB to see if, when taken together, they provide more 

relief than when taken on their own. If you experience the frequent and sudden urge to urinate, 

followed by leakage, you may be eligible to participate.

TO learn more, visit OABandYou.com, or speak with our staff by 
contacting 917-409-3917 or beverly@manhattanmedicalresearch.com

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 
New York’s largest 

group of community 
newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Shawn Peace was sentenced 
May 22 to serve 110 years in 
prison for a string of crimes 
across Queens in 2010. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

N.C. man draws 110 years 
for cabbie attack, robbery

RAY AND MENY ARE HERE!
$2 OFF Kid’s and Men’s Haircuts

Special-Needs Children are our Specialty!

UTOPIA BARBERSHOP.COM
 

(Across the street from Utopia Bagels)

FREE  
video games  
for kids while  

you wait

Relatives of cabbie Trevor Bell (l.-r.) cousin Sharon Thompson, 
cousin Christopher Cole, son Trevor Bell, Jr. and and cousin Pauline 
Walker speak to reporters in 2010. 
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Headaches can often 
be brought on by stress. 
Since 2007, the American 
Psychological Association 
has commissioned an an-
nual nationwide survey to 
examine the state of stress 
across the United States 
and understand its impact. 
The 2013 survey found that 
people continue to experi-
ence what they feel are un-
healthy stress levels, with 

42 percent of adult respon-
dents reporting that their 
stress levels have increased 
over the past fi ve years. In 
addition, 44 percent of sur-
vey respondents feel they 
aren’t doing enough to man-
age their stress, painting a 
potentially troubling future 
for people who cannot fi nd 
better and healthier ways 
to manage their stress.

While many people un-

fortunately regard stress as 
an inevitable side effect of 
adulthood, it’s important to 
avoid characterizing stress 
as simply a byproduct of 
a diffi cult or successful 
life and career. Even mo-
mentary stress, often re-
ferred to as “acute stress,” 
like the kind that appears 
when stuck in a traffi c jam, 
can have a potentially dev-
astating impact on over-

all health. According to 
the American Institute of 
Stress, acute stress causes 
an increase in heart rate 
and stronger contractions 
of the heart muscle, and 
some medical profession-
als have suggested there 
is a link between repeated 
episodes of acute stress and 
heart attacks.

Regularly using relax-
ation techniques to reduce 
stress can help to counter-
act the effects of long-term 
stress, which the National 
Center for Complementary 
and Alternative Medicine 
notes can contribute to de-
pression, digestive disor-
ders, headaches, high blood 

pressure, and insomnia. 
Here are two popular tech-
niques that may help relieve 
stress in a healthy way:

Meditation
There are many types 

of meditation, but in gen-
eral people who meditate 
employ certain techniques 
when meditating. These 
techniques may include 
maintaining a specifi c 
posture or fi nding a quiet, 
distraction-free location 
to meditate. Many choose 
to recite a positive mantra 
that they repeat through-
out their session. 

Research has sug-
gested that routine medi-
tation sessions can alter 
the brain’s neural path-
ways and make a person 
more capable of combat-
ting stress.

Relaxation techniques 
to calm your nerves

GET THE FACTS ON 
MIGRAINE HEADACHES

Headaches are a com-
mon response to stress, but 
migraine headaches are a 
type of headache that seem 
to be a unique breed. Mi-
graines cause signifi cant 
pain and are often accom-
panied by other symptoms 
that make them particu-
larly bothersome.

Much is not understood 
about the cause of mi-
graines, but environmen-
tal factors and genetics 
seem to play a role. Accord-
ing to The Mayo Clinic, mi-
graines may be caused by 
changes in the brain stem 
and interactions between 
this part of the neurologi-
cal system and a major 
pain pathway called the 
trigeminal nerve. 

Imbalances in brain 
chemicals, including se-
rotonin, may trigger the 
formation of neuropep-
tides, which travel to the 
outer covering of the brain 
known as the meninges, 
causing pain. The World 
Health Organization esti-
mates that more than one 
billion people will get a 
migraine at some point in 
their lives. 

Women are more prone 
to migraines, possibly due 
to hormonal fl uctuations. 
In fact, many migraines 
are triggered by certain 
situations or conditions. 
Menstruation is a common 
trigger of migraines. Here 
are some other common 
triggers:

Stress: Stressful situa-
tions may cause both men-
tal and physical responses 
in the body, which can trig-
ger migraines.

Foods: Caffeinated 
products, monosodium 
glutamate, alcohol, aged 
cheeses, and even salty 
foods can bring on a mi-
graine in some people. 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

changes: Migraines may 
be triggered by the weather 
and changes in barometric 
pressure.

Sights, smells, and 

sounds: Perfumes, un-
pleasant aromas, bright 
sunlight, or even loud 
noises may be the causes of 
migraines in some people.

Medications: Some 
medicines, such as nitro-
glycerin, are known to 
cause migraines.

Symptoms of 
migraines

When a person has a mi-
graine, he or she is likely to 
report a throbbing pain on 
one side of his or her head. 
But the pain may be on both 
sides of the head, too. Also, 
the pain may switch sides 
and doesn’t necessarily 
have to occur on the same 
side each and every time 
a migraine occurs. Many 
people report blurred vi-
sion, tunnel vision, or a 
temporary blind spot as 
part of the symptoms of a 
migraine. Sensitivity to 
light is common, as is ac-
companying nausea. For 
some the nausea is so se-
vere it leads to vomiting. 

Some people fi nd they 
are able to predict when a 
migraine is coming. See-
ing stars, zigzag lines, or 
bright spots and colors 
called “auras” can often be 
warning signs that a mi-
graine is coming on.

Symptoms of migraines 
may linger after the mi-
graine has subsided. One 
may experience neck pain, 
fatigue, loss of appetite, 
and a feeling that you don’t 

Continued on Page 36
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

have mental acuity.

Treating 
migraines

There is no one specifi c 
treatment for migraines. 
The U.S. National Library 
of Medicine lists a number 
of different medications 
and treatment options to 
alleviate migraines and 
subsequent side effects.

Because serotonin is be-
lieved to play a role in mi-
graine headaches, using 
certain SSRI medications 
normally prescribed for 
depression may help. Sei-
zure medications and blood 
pressure medications may 
be prescribed as well. Trip-
tans are prescribed very 
often for stopping migraine 
attacks. They constrict 
blood vessels in the brain 
and relieve swelling. Some 
doctors also use botulinum 
toxin, commonly known as 
Botox, to relax areas and 
reduce migraines. Nau-
sea medications and pain 

relievers may be used in 
conjunction with other 
treatments. Stress-relief 
methods and alternative 
therapies, such as acupunc-
ture or massage therapy, 
may help delay migraine 
onset as well.

Keep in mind that mi-
graine headaches could 

be a risk factor for stroke 
in both men and women. 
Call emergency services if 
the headache is extreme, 
starts very suddenly, pain 
increases in severity when 
lying down, or if there 
are any speech, vision, or 
movement problems that 
accompany the migraine.  

Continued from Page 35

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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St. Agnes Academic High School 
Congratulates Our Class of 2014 Graduates

Register Now For Summer Camp

Christina Valente
Valedictorian

Macaulay Honors College  
at Hunter College

Phoebe Bacchus
Salutatorian

St. John’s University

Several of our graduates proudly modeling  
their new college sweatshirts.

Visit www.stagneshs.org  
or call 718-353-6276  
for information.

St. Agnes Academic High School 
13-20 124th Street 

College Point, NY 11356
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Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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BY DEBBIE COHEN

The two men with the 
wavy, slicked-back hair 
could pass for your typical 
father and son until you 
take a closer look. 

Dressed in white-
studded jumpsuits, they 
have a swagger in their 
hips, belt out golden oldies 
and capture the hearts of 
many in dimly lit lounges 
throughout the tri-state 
area and beyond. 

What makes them 
unique is their musical 
mimicry recreating the 
sounds and sights from 
the King of rock ‘n’ roll — 
Elvis Presley.

Gregg Peters has 
been singing Elvis tunes 
for more than 40 years and 
now his son Lamar Peters, 
25, is following in his foot-

steps. Gregg got started 
in November 1977 — just 
three months after Elvis’ 
death — at the Riverboat 
Restaurant in the Empire 
State Building, perform-
ing six nights a week. He 
still remembers the place 
being packed and smoky 
with the audience sway-
ing and swinging to the 
oldies. 

When the one-year 
gig finished, he moved on 
to perform in Joe Frank-
lin’s Oldies Review Show 
in Atlantic City and The 
Palms Casino Resort in 
Las Vegas. Along the way 
he found time to book oth-
er performances within 
the five boroughs and out 
on Long Island. 

The senior Peters has 
a theory as to why he, and 
now his son Lamar, con-

tinue to attract an au-
dience even 
in this mod-
ern musical 
age. 

“I and my 
son Lamar stay 
in our own Elvis 
mode on that era of 
music and the music 
from the 1950s to the 
1970s is still popular 
today,” Gregg said. 
“It is a niche type of 
music where people 
respond and we 
don’t feel we have 
to keep up with art-
ists like Miley Cyrus 
and Justin Bieber.  There 
are a lot of Elvis fans out 
there and like John Len-
non from The Beatles said, 
‘Before Elvis there was 
nothing.’”

BY DEBBIE COHEN

The two men with the

steps. Gregg goot started
in November 19777 — just 
three months affter Elvis’ 

tinue to attract an au-
dience even 
in this mod-

THE 
KINGS 

OF 
QUEENS
Middle Village father and son impersonators pay 
tribute to Elvis Presley and his musical legacy

Continued on Page 44

Lamar Peters poses as Elvis Presley dur-
ing an appearance at the Georgia Diner in 
Elmhurst. Photo courtesy Debbie Cohen

 Sudoku 40

 Arts & Entertainment 43

 Crossword Puzzle 43

 Guide to Dining 46



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 3

0-
JU

NE
 1,

 2
01

4  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

40

sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #75 Hard #75

W
eek 50

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

BY ALLISON PLITT

At the Queens Public 
Library in Forest Hills, 
there is a young man in the 
children’s section every 
weekday who helps students 
with their homework.  

He is very patient and 
soft-spoken and, sometimes 
when a student finishes her 
assignments, the young 
man will draw a picture of 
their choosing — be it an 
animal, a cartoon charac-
ter, an historical figure, 
or even a character from a 
book the child is reading.

When the parents 
started seeing their chil-
dren walking around with 
beautiful drawings of 
animals, they knew the li-
brary’s “homework helper” 
had another talent.  

Questioning this quiet 
and gentle person who was 
helping their children with 
their homework every day, 
the parents found out this 

man’s name was Michael 
Zecca and that he was grad-
uating from the School of 
Visual Arts this June with 
a degree in animation.

Zecca was born in 
Bushwick, Brooklyn, but 
his family moved to Glen-
dale when he was 10 years 
old.  

It was while he was at-
tending Archbishop Malloy 
High School that he first 
became interested in art.

“Honestly, I wasn’t in-
terested in animation un-
til my senior year of high 
school,” recalls Zecca.  “At 
first, I wanted to do comic 
art and stuff like that, but 
after a while I realized it 
wouldn’t be very good in 
finding jobs.”

At the School of Visual 
Arts Zecca didn’t become 
interested in animation un-
til he was almost finished 
with his studies.  

“I decided really in my 
junior year that I wanted to 

be an animator because I 
saw the result of my work,” 
Zecca explains.  “If I hadn’t 
really seen a real result and 
see any of my work come to 
life, I would probably have 
never decided to be an ani-
mator.”

While his fellow stu-
dents opt to work on com-
puters to create their ani-
mation, Zecca prefers to 
work first on paper and 
then scan his imagery onto 
a computer where he can 
ink and color his drawings.  

“For some reason, 
where most people say it’s 
faster to work straight on 
the computer, for myself, I 
actually work much faster 
on paper,” he said.

Because animation 
involves learning to repro-
duce one image over and 
over again, the work itself 
can be tedious, but Zecca 
justifies the repetition by 
the finished product.

“The end result is re-
ally what you work for,” he 
said. 

According to Zecca, 
a lot of animators give 
up their work halfway 
through their education be-
cause of the tiresomeness 
of the work and the lack of 
prospect for jobs.  Zecca, 
however, is more optimis-
tic about finding a job after 
graduation.  

“If you’re good at what 
you do, you can find work,” 
he said.  

When asked what his 

favorite subject matter is, 
Zecca responds, “Anything 
that can make people laugh, 
is really bizarre and quirky 
or really makes your mind 
work to figure out what 
it is.  I like a lot of fantasy 
stuff typically.”  

Zecca also takes inspi-
ration from the animated 
TV shows he watched as a 
young boy.  

“Old cartoons have 
that somewhat twisted 
sense of humor, but they’re 
really well-made,” Zecca 
said.  “A lot of what in-
spires me would probably 
have to be the cartoons that 
I watched as a kid like ‘The 
Beetlejuice’ cartoon, ‘The 
Addams Family’ cartoon, 
‘Rocko’s Modern Life’ and 
‘The Ren & Stimpy Show.’”

As for modern influ-
ences, Zecca admires the 
work of Japanese animator 
Hayao Miyazaki.  

“In a lot of anime 

Glendale animator brings his work to life
With a tip of his colored marker to old-school cartooning, Michael Zecca creates his own art style

Michael Zecca creates fanciful creatures for his animated works. 
Photo courtesy of Michael Zecca

Continued on Page 43
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For Further Information 
Call (347) 878 6614 

Visit website: www.friendsofmaplegrove.org 
Email: info@friendsofmaplegrove.org

Sponsored by The Josephine Foundation and The Melrose Credit Union..

Company K, 67th Long Island NY 
Historical Association Civil War 

Re-enactors and Living Historians

SUNDAY, JUNE, 8, 2014
11:00 AM to 4 PM 

Encampment on the Grassy Grove near the Maple 
Grove Victorian Administration Building at the 
Lefferts Blvd. and Kew Gardens Road Entrance

  (Only Pedestrians, No Cars) 

Dressed in Civil War uniforms, lectures on the 
Life of a Civil War Soldier, Military Drills, Diet, 

Medical Treatment etc. 

FREE to the Public – Donations accepted for the 
Preservation of Civil War Battlefi elds   

We encourage visitors to come dressed in period clothing.

The Victorian section of the Maple Grove Cemetery 
will be closed to vehicles.

Visit Company K, 67th Long Island, N.Y. Regiment at 
www.newyorkcivilwar.com 

James E. Ware 

John H. Sutphin

The Friends of Maple Grove Cemetery 

THE CIVIL WAR
LIVING HISTORIANS 

PRESENTATION

PRODUCTIONS

Boogie Stomp! — Pianists Bob 
Baldori and Arthur Migliazza 
tell the story of boogie 
woogie, its origin, its ongoing 
development and how it relates 
to all of American music. 
When: Through May 31
Where: Chain Theatre,21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $45/general, $95/VIP 
includes post-performance 
reception
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.com

“The Complete Works 
of William Shakespeare 
(Abridged)” — Parkside 
Players present this parody, 
performed by three actors, 
which includes renditions 
of all Shakespeare’s plays in 
comically shortened forms. 
When: Friday, May 30, at 8 pm, 
and Sunday, June 1, at 2 pm
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
71st Road and Union Turnpike, 
Forest Hills
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors
Contact: (516) 520-9474 or 

(718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

“12 Angry Men” — Theatre 
Time Productions presents the 
classic court room drama.
When: June 21 to June 29, 
Friday and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St.
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors 
and children 13 and younger
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

“We Women Do It Better!/
Nosotras Hacemos Mejor!” — 
This one-woman comedy focuses 
on a sexy, funny and adult 
workshop about professional 
growth as taught by an attractive 
psychologist. Performed in 
English by Kathy Tejada and in 
Spanish by Soledad Lopez. 
When: Through June 29, Friday 
at 8 pm and Saturday at 3 pm in 
English, Saturday at 8 pm and 
Sunday at 4 pm in Spanish.
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 
41-17 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $27, $25/seniors and 
students

Contact:(718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

AUDITIONS

“Thoroughly Modern Millie” 
— Free Synagogue of Flushing 
Community Theatre Group will 
hold auditions for it November 
production. Those auditioning 
should be prepared to sing and 
dance. Tech and stage crew are 
also needed. Rehearsals begin 
in August. 
When: Monday, June 9, and 
Wednesday, June 11, at 7:30 pm; Call 
backs are set for Thursday, June 12
Where: FSF, 136-23 Sanford 
Ave., Flushing
Contact: (516) 354-5210 or 
(516) 521-5500

“South Pacifi c” — Theatre By 
the Bay is holding auditions 
for its November production. 
Rehearsals being July 31. Those 
auditioning should bring sheet 
music for the provided piano 
accompanist, be prepared to 
dance and read lines.
When: Tuesday, June 10, at 7:30 pm 
and Thursday, June, 12, at 7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363, Monday 
to Friday, from 9 am to 5 pm
Website: www.
TheatreByTheBayNY.com



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 3

0-
JU

NE
 1,

 2
01

4  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

42

The Home Of Euro-Soul Cuisine

Situated on the border of Queens and Long Island is New York’s Newest upscale dining and ultra lounge. Pa-Nash is quickly becoming the talk of 
the town. They offer a unique Eurosoul Menu which is a Mediterranean and Moroccan flare fused with Caribbean and Soul Food flavors.

Open for Dinner Tues. - Thurs 5pm - 10pm, Fri & Sat 5pm-12am. Lounge Open Weds - Sat. 9pm - 2am with entertainment each night.
Come see what everyone is talking about and you too will “Live Life With A Dash Of Pa-Nash!”

www.panashnyc.com

Upscale & Stylish Dining 
is Now in Southeast Queens

Sunday Brunch starting 
Sunday April 27, 2014

Upscale Dress Code 
Fully Enforced

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
144–14 243rd Street
Rosedale, NY 11422

Tel: 718–978–6094

BY MERLE EXIT

Artists who have work on 
display at the Guggenheim Muse-
um have recently gotten younger 
— some have not even reached 
their eighth birthdays. 

As part of the Learning 
Through Art program, profes-
sional teaching artists are placed 
in city elementary schools and 
work with students on developing 
and executing a year-long project. 
The final pieces are now on dis-
play in the museum’s third-floor 
gallery and include works created 
by students from PS 88 in Ridge-
wood, PS 144 in Forest Hills and 
PS 317 in Rockaway Park. Earlier 
this month, students served as 
docents during the opening of the 
exhibition, which runs through 
June 18. 

Hours before the guests ar-
rived for the opening reception, 
the children were gathered for a 
bit of encouragement.  

During a high energy clap-
ping game Jen Oleniczak, a Sack-
ler Educator at the Guggenheim 

said, “Keep looking in each oth-
er’s eyes, just like you’re going to 
look in people’s eyes tonight,”

During the 20-week program, 
students in grades 2 through 6 

participated in various activities 
and made trips to the Upper East 
Side museum. 

For their project, fifth-grade 
students from PS 88 had been con-

templating “How do my actions 
affect what I want to be”?  

To explore the question, stu-
dents worked in groups to dis-
cuss their dreams and what they 
would have to do to achieve their 
goals.  Students sketched them-
selves and mapped out things 
they would have to accomplish 
in order to live their dream. For 
their final assignment, students 
created portraits visualizing 
themselves now, as well as their 
future selves.  Ryan Rodriguez, 
from PS 88, stood beside his art-
work, a multi-colored painting of 
which he explained how it repre-
sented his dream of becoming an 
architect. 

“Each color has meaning,” 
he said. “Yellow is how happy I’ll 
be when I reach my goal.” 

He also shared that it took 
him two weeks to get all of the col-
ors right. 

He then pointed out the work 
of one of his friends, Gemma, and 
her painting of a ballerina, say-
ing that she wants to become a 
professional dancer.  

For Ryan and the other stu-
dent-artists, learning that things 
don’t have to be perfect proved to 
be the most important lesson they 
learned. 

In the museum’s gallery, a 
placard on the wall read, “The lo-
cation of Rockaway Beach — home 
to students of PS 317 –— outside 
the city provides a unique land-
scape for artistic exploration.”

Working in small groups, 
PS 317 second-graders collected 
items from the beach next to their 
school and created mixed media 
collages with these items. 

The collages represented 
their personal and collective 
landscapes. Their work also in-
cluded drawings from observed 
and imagined images. 

Third-graders at PS 144 ex-
plored the idea of energy by build-
ing full body sculptures relying 
on their knowledge of light, heat, 
sound and kinetics.  

For further information on 
the exhibit, visit www.guggen-
heim.org.  

Queens students team up with the Guggenheim
Young artists from Ridgewood, Forest Hills and Rockaway Park create works now on display

PS 88 fifth-grader Ryan Rodriguez explains his painting to visitors at the 
Guggenheim Museum during the opening reception. Photo courtesy Scott Rudd
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$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

Across
1. So-so
5. Frog sound
10. Outback birds
14. Top spot
15. Tilting need
16. Muck
17. Wine connoisseur's vacation stop
19. Relieve
20. Not brotherly
21. Cocktail shaker
23. Deuce topper
24. Welsh dog
25. Directed skyward
28. Sugar pills, e.g.
31. Like a rare baseball game
32. Whiskey drinks
33. Suffix with differ
34. The Kennedys, e.g.
35. Owning much land
36. It grows on you
37. Put on TV
38. Little brats
39. Bangladesh's capital, old-style
40. Skunk relatives
42. Willie Mays phrase
43. Precise
44. Violins and violas (abbr.)
45. Casual eatery
47. Patronized, as an inn
51. Add to the pot
52. Jazz enthusiasts vacation spot
54. Computer image
55. Donald Duck is one
56. Detective Tracy
57. Set down
58. Packing heat
59. Stallone namesakes

CON ARTISTCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 30-June 5, 2014

By Ed Canty

Vacation Spots

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

T B S P S O N A R O M A
R O A R A C M E N E P A L
A O N E S O A R T H E R E
P R E S S C O N F E R E N C E

S P O T L E A
O C C U L T E B B T A N G
C L A R A C A R O M B O A
C O N E S T O G A W A G O N S
U S A H E M E N G O R E S
R E L Y M A R K N O T T Y

E S P B E E S
T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S
A D U L T L O O N E U R O
C A R E T A R T Y G L U M
O M B R E Y E S G L E E

Down
1. Coolers
2. Berry in some drinks
3. Rascals
4. Achieve again
5. Bordeaux wine
6. Good news on Wall Street
7. Kind of child
8. King topper
9. Computer user's need
10. Come to light
11. Sunbathers vacation spot
12. Constellation bear
13. Observed
18. Moscow "mile"
22. Circle parts
24. Hints
25. Open, as a bottle
26. Salk's conquest
27. Civil War History

buff's vacation spot
28. Like 27D and 11D
29. In the cooler
30. Drift
32. Sir Walter, the author
35. Jungle crusher
36. Country bumpkins
38. Melee memento
39. Hannah of "Splash"
41. Renew, say
42. Acted rudely, in a way
44. Feed, as a fire
45. Get-out-of-jail money
46. Ancient Peruvian
47. Did the butterfly
48. Dublin's legislature
49. Suffix with buoy
50. Sounds of disapproval
53. Make a goof

(Japanese animation), the 
animation is very poor.  If 
you look at it, there’s a lot of 
still imagery,” Zecca said.  
“There’s not a whole lot of 
thought put into the anima-
tion, but there is once in 
a while one studio which 
will produce really amaz-
ing work or there will be a 
series that they work par-
ticularly hard on and the 
animation behind it is just 
so beautiful that you can’t 
help but be inspired.”

After devoting so much 
work to one piece, Zecca 
says his favorite part of his 

job is seeing the end result 
of his work.  

“You really just love 
seeing whatever you were 

working on,” he said.  “It 
just seems like a bunch of 
still images when you’re 
working on it.  It gets re-
ally tiring and tedious and 
it can really wear on your 
patience.  Sometimes it 
gets to the point where you 
don’t want to work on what 
you’re doing anymore, but 
if you see that end result, 
that sort of makes you want 
to work harder because you 
see how beautiful it is, you 
see your flat images com-
ing to life.  It’s really nice.”

For more information 
about Michael Zecca and 
his animations, you can con-
tact him by e-mail at mikeze-
cca@gmail.com.

Zecca
Continued from Page 40

Animator Michael Zecca, who 
volunteers at the Queens 
Library in Forest Hills, will 
graduate from the School of 
Visual Arts next month. 

Photo by Allison Plitt

EVENTS

Community Resource Expo 
— A morning of safety, health 
and wellness workshops 
and resources for parents, 
guardians and community 
stakeholders.
When: Saturday, May 31, 9 am 

- noon
Where: Campus Magnet 
Complex, 207-07 116th Ave., 
Cambria Heights
Cost: Free

Birding: Hawk Watch
When: Saturday, May 31, at 11 
am
Where: Hoyt Avenue North and 
19th Street, Astoria

Cost: Free 
All skill level of bird watchers 
are invited to join the Urban 
Park Rangers at this event. 

Fitness Fun Day
When: Saturday, May 31, at 
noon
Where: Roy Wilkins Recreation 
Center, Merrick and Baisley 
boulevards, Jamaica
Cost: Free
A day for families to take part 
in competitive games, sports 
and fi tness activities. 

Kayaking and Canoeing
When: Select Saturdays and 
Sundays beginning June 1, from 
1 pm - 5 pm

Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Astoria Boaters and LIC 
Community Boathouse offers 
free kayaking and canoeing 
(tide and weather permitting) 
from Socrates Sculpture Park 
Beach at Hallets Cove. All 
ages welcome, children under 
18 must be accompanied 
by a parent or guardian. No 
prior boating experience is 

necessary. Participants sign 
up on a fi rst-come, fi rst-serve 
basis. New this year, life 
preservers will be available 
for your pets who want to 
come along. For updated 
weather cancellations, check 
licboathouse.org beginning 
two hours prior to a scheduled 
event.

Celebration 2014: An Evening 
of Magic, Song and Music — 
Magician Ken Salaz, Broadway 

singing duo The Chimentis and 
Cantor Moti Fuchs headline an 
evening of entertainment. 
When: Sunday, June 1, at 7 pm
Where: Hillcrest Jewish Center, 
183-02 Union Turnpike, Flushing
Cost: $30/general seating, 
$40 and $60/reserved seating, 
$100/VIP seating with dinner, 
$15/students with ID, $5/teens 
13 -18 and Children under 13 free 
with accompanying adult
Contact: (718) 380-4145
Website: www.HillcrestJC.org
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The Peters both grew up in 
Astoria and now currently live in 
Middle Village. Lamar Peters has 
been singing and dancing since 
the tender age of 5. He believes 
that after Elvis there was nothing 
in terms of music that can live 
up to his standards. He has some 
advice to other Elvis tribute per-
formers about keeping up with 
modern times, which he adapts 
for his own life.

“Stay in the moment, look 
your best and practice your vo-
cals constantly to be the best you 
can be,” he said. “I love tributiz-
ing the King and singing songs 
like “Heartbreak Hotel” and 
“Jailhouse Rock,” but I also per-
form some Tom Jones, Paul Anka 
and Billy Ray Cyrus hits in my 
rock ’n’ roll review show. Elvis’ 
music lives on through these 
modern times because his lyrics 
and sound touch hearts and will 

continue to do so.” 
Lamar Peters got his start at 

the B. B. King Blues Club & Grill 
on West 42nd Street in Times 
Square performing Las Vegas-
casino style Elvis concerts. He 
explained that he likes some mod-
ern rock and pop music, but there 

is nothing like the lyrics and emo-
tional meaning of the oldies, such 
as Dion & the Belmonts, Elvis and 
The Beatles. 

“When I am entertaining a 
young crowd, I tell them just be-
cause you’re introduced to some-
thing you do not understand, 

does not mean it shouldn’t be 
understood,” he said. “I started 
performing at 15 years old with 
my father and my brother J.J. 
Burton; who plays the guitar in 
our shows. My grandmother, who 
is called Miss Marie, sings Con-
nie Francis, Supremes and Etta 
James tunes in our shows — it’s a 
family affair.” 

Most of the Peters’ fans be-
lieve Elvis’ music does keep up 
with modern beats and surpasses 
it with soulful lyrics and great 
musicality. A few say they like 
some modern tunes, such as El-
ton John and Lady Gaga, but most 
say the golden oldies will never be 
forgotten and the music of today 
does not have enough heartfelt 
meaning. One such fan, Angela 
Canillas, 41, said there is no com-
parison between the days of Elvis 
and today.

“I was brought up on Elvis, 
The Rolling Stones and KISS; it 
was clean music you could relate 
to,” she said. “Elvis has been my 
idol since I was 3 years old. A lot 
of today’s music is screaming 
with not much in terms of mean-
ingful music and you cannot 
dance to a lot of today’s music. My 
daughter and her friends who are 
all 16-year-olds appreciate Elvis, 
Dion and the music from the ’50s 

through the ’70s era.” 
Randy Novick, a Rodney 

Dangerfield sound-alike perform-
er and saxophone player from 
Howard Beach, has performed in 
the past with the Peters and said 
old-time music moves you and 
makes you feel good. 

“There is a lot of good music 
and talented artists out there to-
day,” he said, “but there is no one 
that can match Elvis and other 
artists of that era, such as Tom 
Jones.”

History seems to have repeat-
ed itself with decades of followers 
and historians of the Elvis era, 
which includes Professor John 
Covach, director of the Institute 
for Popular Music at the Univer-
sity of Rochester, thinks Elvis’ 
music has endured quite well 
over the last 50 years and people 
still listen to it and they love the 
tribute performers. 

“Since the 1970s all kinds 
of tribute bands became popu-
lar and still are,” Covach said. 
“When Elvis was still alive in the 
1970s, there were tribute artists 
paying him homage. A tribute 
artist presents the singer’s work 
and improves on it. But an imper-
sonator recreates an artist’s ce-
lebrity so people really look up to 
those artists in this day and age.” 

THE 
KINGS 

OF 
QUEENS
Continued from Page 39

Gregg Peters in full Las Vegas-era Elvis attire plays his favorite guitar at Pat’s 
Sports Bar in Glendale. Photo courtesy Debbie Cohen
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Free for Children under 13 and $5 for Teens (13 - 18)
(when accompanied by ticket-purchasing adult)

$15 for Students (w/ ID)

Sunday, June 01 @ 7:00 pm
HILLCREST JEWISH CENTER

183-02 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY 11366

For Tickets: Call 718-380-4145 OR at the door prior to Showtime

Cantor Moti Fuchs
Singing From His Heart

The Chimentis
THE “Broadway” Singing Duo

Ken Salaz
Magician “WOW” Mentalist

CELEBRATION 2014
An Evening of Magic, Song & Music  

Join us on our amazing city view rooftop for...

Salute the sparkling city skyline during a rooftop yoga series in partnership with 
Yoga Instructor, Dina Ivas. Classes offered fi rst Tuesday of the month from June to 
September 2014 beginning at 7:30 pm. 

Cost of one-hour class is $25; includes skinny cocktails & light bites following the 
session until 9:30 pm. 

Space is limited. Reserve in advance 212.319.7000
Class dates: June 3, July 1, August 5, September 2

Rooftop Sunset Yoga    
There is no better place 

to see the largest fi reworks 
display in the world 
on the East River!

Celebrates 
Macy’s Fireworks 

Spectacular!

Spend Fourth of July with the Z NYC Hotel 

Z Roof hosts the Ultimate Fourth of July Extravaganza! 
Join us for a rooftop picnic at 3pm featuring American fare & two patriotic cocktails. 

Price is $125 per person plus tax and service charge.  
Space is limited. Call to book in advance 212.319.7000

11-01 43RD AVE LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101 / 212.319.7000 / WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

BY MERLE EXIT

Talented and passionate 
best describe Latin pop artist 
Sharky El Tiburon’s music 
that is packed with both emo-
tional and positive messages.  

Sharky’s compositions 
show influences of hip-hop, 
R&B as well as Caribbean 
and feature sounds that 
will encourage you to get 
up and dance. 

His roots are in the 
Bronx, but he now calls 
Queens home, where at the 
age of 14, he begin to write 
his own songs and perform 
them on the streets. And 
even though he plays both 
the guitar and piano, his 
singing would be considered 
freestyle accompanied by the 
voices and clapping hands of 
those people who stopped to 
watch him perform. 

“People used to come 
over to me and tell me how 

talented I was and that I 
should go to a studio to 
make an album,” Sharky 
said. “Eventually I went to 
make some recordings.” 

Growing up, Sharky 
said that he was exposed to 
several types of music.  

“I wanted to be different 
than any of the artists and 
found this combination to 
work well for me,” he said.

His first-time perform-
ing in front of an audience 
was at a Dominican Day 
Parade in the Bronx when 
he was 18. Sharky is now 

27 years old and living in 
Jamaica. 

“My biggest show was 
when I went to Honduras 
where there were over 
15,000 people in front of me,” 
Sharky said. “There was a 
big festival going on.  My 
heart almost came out when 
everybody clapped for me.”

His father is from Hon-
duras and his producers are 
from the Dominican Repub-
lican, which gives Sharky 
his Latin influence. 

Sharky also performs 
with a group called Casano-
va Band. His second album, 
called “A.O. P” will be coming 
out at a party being held in 
Times Square in early June. 

On Saturday, you can 
catch him at D’antiqua, 84-16 
Northern Blvd. in Jackson 
Heights, beginning at 9 p.m.

The event is called 
“Casanova and Friends 
Chapter II.”

Jamaica singer brings 
Latin roots to his music

Latin pop artist Sharky 
El Tiburon performs this 
weekend at D’antiqua in 
Jackson Heights. 

Photo courtesy Sharky El Tiburon
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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BT
Our Technicians 
Are Proven Pros 

With Certifi cation 
From ASE And 

N.Y. State 
Recognized

NYS
INSPECTION

STATION

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto 
Repair Service Station 

Please Call 
The BBB (212) 533-6200 

MEMBER OF 
BETTER 

BUSINESS 
BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

SPRING SPECIAL BRAKE SERVICE 
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

New Anti-Freeze

Battery Pads or Reline Shoes

Dex Cool Anti-Freeze Add $10.00

Only 

$24
Reg. $29.95

$79 $99
$49

Dex-Cool 
Add $10

Most Foreign & 
Domestic Cars 
Includes:  
IO Point Safety 
Check and Up To 5 
Quarts Motor Oil

Rotate tires 
$10.00  extra

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 6.30.14

$20 
Additional For 
Semi-Metallic

TONY PANVINI,
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 6.30.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 6.30.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 6.30.14

Serving
Bayside 
For Over
25 Years
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nance a total of $391,404.71 
in stolen property, the DA 
said.

All four defendants 
were charged with various 
counts of falsifying busi-
ness records, identity theft, 
forgery, scheme to defraud, 
grand larceny and second- 
and criminal possession 
of stolen property. The 
four men each face up to 15 
years in prison, if convict-
ed, Brown’s office said.

A separate indictment 
in relation to the second 
fraud ring states that three 
defendants allegedly partic-
ipated in a credit card scam 
by obtaining Social Securi-
ty numbers beginning with 
586, which were typically 
assigned to Chinese nation-
als in the 1990s, and using 
false names to open bank 
accounts and credit cards, 

the DA’s office said.
Jinuk Chong, 24, of 

Fresh Meadows; Kyeong 
Joon Kim, 53, of Flushing; 
and Dong Soo Kim, 60, of 
Flushing, are each charged 
in a 20-count indictment 
with first-degree falsifying 
business records, second-
degree forgery, first-degree 
scheme to defraud and 
third- and fourth-degree 
grand larceny and each 
faces up to seven years in 
prison, if convicted.

Soo Kim was addition-
ally charged with grand 
larceny, forgery, criminal 
possession of a forged in-
strument and criminal pos-
session of forgery devices 
after the NYPD’s Identity 
Theft squad, which carried 
out the investigation, alleg-
edly found forged Korean 
passports, forged U.S. visas 
and forgery materials such 
as stamps, laminates, paper 
and seals at his home.

ment three weeks ago.
Surrounded by posters 

with photos and programs 
from NY 4 Life events cel-
ebrating single parents, 
Wills again reiterated the 
organization’s validity 
Wednesday.

His attorney, Steve 
Zissou, said the attorney 
general had been given an 

accounting of how the state 
grant and matching funds 
were spent “within a few 
hundred dollars of the ex-
act amount.”

Wills also offered to 
repay the grant when con-
tacted by the comptroller’s 
office, according to Zissou.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

last week to reunite with 
Mykhailo, who had been liv-
ing with his grandfather in 
Vinnytsia, 150 miles from 
Ukraine’s capital, Kiev.

She had not seen the 
boy, who is too young to 
travel on his own, in four 
months and could not make 
the trip to Ukraine until 
recently because of compli-
cations with her own work 
visa.

When Israel heard 
about the mother’s plight, 
he decided to step in and 
petition U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services 
in the hopes of expediting 
the process.

“We wouldn’t take no 
for an answer and we kept 
pressing and pressing,” Is-
rael said.

As a result, getting 
Mykhailo a green card took 
a week rather than the usu-
al six to 10 months.

“More important than 
anything else, Mykhailo is 
now in America and he’s in 
America with his mother,” 
Israel said.

Within two months of 
contacting Israel’s office, 
Kuzmina was also issued a 
green card and was on her 
way to getting back togeth-
er with her son.

“Both of us were cry-
ing. We were so happy,” 
said a beaming Kuzmina of 
the reunion. Mykhailo first 

screamed, “Mama” when 
he saw his mother again for 
the first time in months, 
Kuzmina said. The two 
hugged and cried together.

The country has been 

reeling with unrest follow-
ing the ousting of Ukraine’s 
pro-Russian government in 
February and subsequent 
referendum by Crimea to 
join Russia. The referen-

dum was widely decried 
by the international com-
munity as illegitimate and 
in violation of the Ukrai-
nian constitution. Clashes 
have broken out between 
government forces and pro-
Russian militias in Eastern 
Ukraine.

But this was no longer 
an immediate worry for a 
happy mother Wednesday 
morning as she watched 
her son play with Legos.

“It’s probably the big-
gest happiness in the world 
to be with your child, to be 
able to see him every day,” 
Kuzmina said. “You can’t 
realize it when you have the 
child every day, but when 
you’re apart from him you 
just feel that you should be 
together.”

Bay Terrace and touched 
on some current political 
issues. Although the two 
men continued to take per-
sonal shots at each other 
and attack their opponent’s 
character, Lally and Labate 
agreed on the issues, for the 
most part.

The two contenders 
called one another liars 
and kept interrupting one 
another as they answered 
questions from the audi-
ence about their stands on 
political issues.

 The primary that will 
decide the Republican can-
didate will take place June 
24 for the district covering 
Nassau and Suffolk as well 
as the Queens neighbor-

hoods of Whitestone, Bay 
Terrace, Little Neck and 
Douglaston.

While both candidates 
agreed that they would like 
to end Obamacare and fix 
security on the nation’s 
borders, the two men dif-
fered in their views on solu-
tions to some of America’s 
problems.

Labate, a native of 
South Ozone Park, is a sea-
soned member of the U.S. 
Army Reserve who has 
been called to active duty 
three times since Sept. 11, 
2001. Lally is a commer-
cial lawyer who lives in 
Huntington, L.I. and said 
he was the only New York 
attorney to file briefs and 
appear before the U.S. Su-
preme Court in an attempt 
to defeat President Barack 
Obama’s U.S. Affordable 

Care Act.
Lally’s campaign web-

site said he has secured the 
endorsements of the Con-
servative and Republican 
parties of Queens, Nassau 
and Suffolk counties, while 
Labate recently announced 
he is being backed by the 
Combat Veterans for Con-
gress political action com-
mittee.

When delivering his 
opening remarks at the 
May 21 forum, Labate said 
the existence of Obamacare 
has hindered the economy 
and said it was one of the 
“serious problems” Ameri-
ca is facing today.

“The vast majority of 
people who it was supposed 
to help didn’t want it, and 
they still aren’t covered,” 
he said.

Lally agreed with his 

opponent’s objection to 
Obamacare and said it was 
one of the president’s poli-
cies that has “massively 
damaged” the country.

The two candidates 
also had a heated discus-
sion about immigration re-
form and citizenship, and 
both men agreed that bet-
ter security is needed on 
the country’s borders in or-
der to combat the number 
of illegal immigrants who 
make their way into the 
states each year.

Labate argued that 
the nation has “totally lost 
control of our borders,” but 
said he is not in favor of 
using military troops as a 
way to beef up security.

“That’s a law enforce-
ment mission,” he said 
“What the government 
should do is their job and 

stop leaning on soldiers 
for everything they can’t 
do right. Soldiers and their 
families have enough bur-
den already.”

Lally said he also sees 
a problem with what he said 
was approximately 12 mil-
lion illegal immigrants cur-
rently living in the United 
States and argued that the 
first step to combatting the 
problem is to better secure 
the borders.

He also said he is not 
in favor of a process known 
as the “path to citizen-
ship,” in which any illegal 
immigrants currently in 
the country can apply for 
citizenship by going to the 
back of the line to do so.

“If someone is here il-
legally, they should not be 
entitled to any citizenship,” 
Lally said. “We shouldn’t 

cheapen American citizen-
ship by just giving it away.”

Lally and Labate did 
both say, however, that 
they are in favor of offer-
ing citizenship to illegal 
immigrants who came to 
America at a young age and 
served a full term honor-
ably in any branch of the 
U.S. military.

“If you’re paying your 
dues with military service, 
I would support that legis-
lation unequivocally,” La-
bate said.

Lally and Labate are 
both hoping to face U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Melville) in 
the November election to 
represent a unique district 
that includes parts of Nas-
sau and Suffolk as well as 
the Queens neighborhoods 
of Whitestone, Little Neck 
and Douglaston.

BUSINESS

Continued from Page 1 

Forum

Continued from Page 23 
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Continued from Page 22 

Wills

Continued from Page 1 

Reunion

Nathalia Kuzmina (l.) sees her son, Mykhailo, after four months 
apart. Photo by Alex Robinson

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (l.) meets Mykhailo Kuzmin. The congress-
man was instrumental in expediting the boy’s green card. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Mykhailo plays with new Legos 
at his new Whitestone home 
with his mother, Nathalia, by 
his side. Photo by Alex Robinson
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Greetings From

SUMMER CAMP

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
58-20 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck NY 11362
www.sfysummercamps.org

Camp Open Houses & Tours

I     SFY DAY CAMP

 Low Camper / Staff Ratios
 Customizable Session Options
 Camps for Children with Special 
Needs 
 Elective Programming 

 Extended Hours (AM/PM) 
 Transportation Options 
 Indoor & Outdoor Programs 
 Exciting Trips & Travel Options
 1199, ACD, & HRA Accepted

Sign Up 

NOW

LIMITED TIME ONLY

For 

Discounted Pricing

Our Teen Camp girls 

always stop to smile for a 

pic on the road.

The members of the Junior Camp Art 

Elective show off their gorgeous creations.

Sports Camp shows us the meaning of 
teamwork.

Sunday, June 8, 2014
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

at the Henry Kaufmann Campground 
75 Colonial Springs Road
Wheatley Heights, NY

Early Childhood
AT SAMUEL FIELD Y

Little Neck 
58-29 Little Neck Parkway

Little Neck, NY 11362

718.225.6750 x246

Bay Terrace Center 
212-00 23 Avenue 

Bayside, NY 11360 

718.423.6111 x225

www.sfy.org

NURTURING, STIMULATING &EDUCATIONALLY ENRICHING PROGRAMS
SUMMER CAMP & NURSERY SCHOOL  

58-20 LITTLE NECK PARKWAY, LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

Register for

Summer Camp

REDUCED 

RATES

Exceptional Experiences 

for Children, 2-5 years old 

TODDLER PROGRAMS        NURSERY SCHOOL

FULL DAY CHILDCARE     SUMMER PROGRAMS

UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN!



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 3

0–
JU

NE
 4

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

50

BT

will be the members of the 
City Council’s LGBT Cau-
cus, including Councilmen 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

“I am enormously hon-
ored to serve along with 
my colleagues in the City 
Council’s LGBT Caucus,” 
Van Bramer said. “As one 
of Queens’ first openly gay 
elected officials, I can hon-
estly say that this event al-
ways held a special place in 
my heart. It is a day when 
the borough comes togeth-
er to celebrate full equality 
as well as recognize the ac-
complishments and prog-
ress the LGBT community 
has made in Queens.”

Also being honored as 
grand marshals is Wood-
side’s Melissa Sklarz, 
president of the Stonewall 
Democrats, and Chutney 
Pride, an organization 
with outreach to Caribbean 
members of the LGBT com-
munity.

“Our grand marshals 
reflect how far we have 
come to be integral in our 
government, community 
and our visibility,” Pride 
Co-chair Chris Calvert 
said.

Sklarz, an champion 
for transgender civil rights, 
said, “It’s an honor and a 
privilege to be honored by 
the people of this borough.”

Sklarz was also aware 
that the No. 7 is not run-
ning to Jackson Heights 
this weekend, saying, “I’m 
in northern Woodside, so 
I’ll just hop on the R.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

ber items and discretion-
ary funding transparency, 
will grant New Yorkers a 

greater degree of engage-
ment and awareness of the 
City Council’s actions and 
allow us Council members 
to better serve our respec-
tive districts.”

The rules reform went 
into effect immediately af-

ter the legislation was ad-
opted.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

the Brooklyn Diocese, 
which runs the school, said 
that as of Wednesday the 
investigation was ongoing 
and the school believes the 
bully could have been one 
of its students.

“Cyberbullying is pro-
hibited and will not be tol-
erated,” she said. “Catholic 
schools promote the dignity 
of the human person in an 
atmosphere where students 
have a safe and caring 
learning environment.”

She added that cyber-
bullying is a violation of 
the school’s policy against 
harassment, bullying and 
intimidation.

“Disciplinary action 
will be taken against the 
student(s) that committed 
the act and could include 
suspension or expulsion,” 
she said.

Devon O’Connor, 
president of the Welcome to 
Whitestone Civic Associa-
tion, posted an alert about 

the anonymous bully on his 
Facebook page, urging peo-
ple to report the account af-
ter he heard from terrified 
parents on the weekend it 
surfaced.

“I was completely dis-
gusted by it,” he said.

Cyberbullying has be-
come an important topic in 
recent years as the Internet 
and social media have pro-
vided students platforms to 
stay connected after they 
go home from school.

At least 42 percent of 
children have been cyber-
bullied and 35 percent have 
been threatened online, 

according to the state Di-
vision of Criminal Justice 
Services.

Legislators have wres-
tled with a solution to the 
problem. State Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx), who heads 
the Independent Democrat-
ic Conference, introduced a 
bill in 2011 that would wid-
en third-degree stalking to 
include cyberbullying, but 
the legislation stalled in 
the state Assembly.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

is growing, particularly 
in neighborhoods such as 
Flushing,” said City Coun-
cilman Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing), who attended the facil-
ity’s grand opening. “With 
this growth, comes an 
increased demand for ac-
cess to quality health-care 
services. WellCare’s expan-
sion into Flushing could 
not come at a better time.”

WellCare has 22 facili-
ties throughout New York, 
Connecticut, Florida and 
Texas. The firm served ap-
proximately 93,000 Medic-
aid users and 50,000 Medi-
care users in New York, as 
of March, and more than 
3.5 million members na-
tionwide.

“We are proud to offer 
the people of Flushing and 
Queens a new resource that 
will provide health infor-
mation in a culturally rele-
vant way,” said John Burke, 
president of WellCare New 
York. “One way we will do 
this is by supporting the 
Asian community with ser-
vices available in Canton-
ese, Mandarin, Shanghai, 
Fujianese and Taiwanese.”

WellCare Health Plan, 
one of Tampa Bay’s largest 
publicly traded companies, 
faced years of legal trouble 
after federal agents raided 
its offices and arrested ex-
CEO Todd Farha in 2007.

Farha has since been 
convicted, along with two 
other former WellCare ex-
ecutives, of orchestrating 
a scheme to defraud the 
Florida Medicaid program 
between 2003 and 2007, the 

office of A. Lee Bentley III, 
the U.S. attorney for the 
Middle District of Florida, 
said.

During that time, the 
three former executives 
submitted fraudulent ex-
penditure statements to the 
state Medicaid program 
for behavioral health-care 
services, Bentley’s office 
said. Farha was sentenced 
to three years in prison af-
ter he was found guilty of 
two counts of health-care 
fraud.

The company was sep-
arately ordered to pay $40 
million in restitution and 
forced to forfeit another $40 
million to the federal gov-
ernment, Bentley’s office 
said. WellCare also agreed 
to pay $137.5 million in civil 
fines and penalties, accord-
ing to Bentley’s office.

family to Queens and is 
currently a member of Jew-
ish War Veterans Post 764.

“If I had to do it all 
again, I would,” the 84-year-
old Cohen said of his mili-
tary service. “It was an 
honor and a privilege to 
serve and protect this coun-
try and I’ll always be ready 
to do it.”

Jong Soo Park, who 
was born in Korea, fought 
alongside U.S. troops in 
Vietnam while serving 
with the Republic of Korea 
Marine “Blue Dragon” Bri-
gade. He fought on the front 
lines during the Battle of 
Tra Binh and was honor-
ably discharged in 1976 
after a year of service and 
moved to the United States 
in 1982, where he opened a 
grocery store and a restau-
rant in Queens.

Park now serves as the 
vice chairman of the Kore-
an Marine Corps Veterans 
Association.

Vietnam veteran 
Young Chang Lee was born 
in Korea and deployed in 
1967 to serve alongside the 

United States as a truck 
driver with the Republic of 
Korea Marine “Blue Drag-
on” Brigade. He retired as 
a sergeant in 1968 and came 
to Bayside in 1980, where 
he opened an auto repair 
shop.

Lee became vice presi-
dent of the ROK U.S. Viet-
nam War Veterans Associa-
tion in 2012.

Gene McNamara 
was raised in Bayside and 
graduated from Benjamin 
Cardozo High School be-
fore joining the Marines 
in 1974. He was stationed at 
Camp Hansen in Okinawa, 
Japan, during the Viet-
nam War and was eventu-
ally honorably discharged 
and returned to New York 
to begin a career with the 
NYPD.

McNamara retired 
from the police force as a 
lieutenant and currently 
serves as the junior vice 
president of Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Whitestone 
Community Post 4787.

“I never thought 40 
years later I would get rec-
ognition for this,” he said 
after being honored last 
week.

The last honoree, 

Flushing native Nicholas 
Catalado, joined the Army 
in 1968 and was deployed to 
Vietnam in 1969, spending 
a year as a crew member 
and helicopter mechanic in 
the Mekong Delta.

He found work as a 
printer after returning to 
Queens and is now a mem-
ber of Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 32.

After the five honor-
ees were presented with 
resolutions that will for-
ever remain on record in 
the Senate, Avella thanked 
them once more for their 
sacrifices and said the 
resolutions would serve as 
a permanent reminder of 
those who fought for their 
country.

“They gave a substan-
tial portion of their lives 
to serve this country and 
some of them didn’t come 
back, which is what Memo-
rial Day is all about,” he 
said. “At the very least, we 
have to continue to recog-
nize and say, ‘Thank you 
for your service.’”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.
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A contingent from Make the Road New York takes part in the 2013 
Queens Pride Parade on 37th Avenue.

The anonymous bully posted photos on Instagram under an ac-
count called @StLukeIdiots before it was taken down.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. Francis Prep reliev-

er Devin Coy was warming 
up often during the Ter-
riers’ two playoff games 
against St. Raymond’s.

The senior was tossing 
prior to the completion of 
the Game 1 victory and get-
ting prepared to go in again 
starting from the third in-
ning of Game 2.

“I was ready to go all 
day,” Coy said.

He was finally called 
on to relieve starter Vic-
tor Persad in the bottom 
of the sixth with a runner 
on first, no outs and St. 
Francis Prep clinging to a 
two-run lead. St. Ray’s had 
erased its four-run deficit 
from earlier in the game.

Coy surrendered a sin-
gle to put runners on first 
and second, but he then 
got St. Ray’s Rafael Perozo, 
who missed a bunt sign, to 
hit into a double play. Then 
Pete Tagios made a diving 
catch in rightfield on a ball 
hit by the next batter to end 
the frame. And the Ravens 
didn’t threaten again.

“I’m pretty good under 
pressure,” Coy said. “It’s al-
ways been like that for me. I 
usually get the job done.”

He allowed the Terri-
ers to complete the sweep 
with a 7-5 victory in the 

second game of the CHSAA 
Class AA baseball best-of-
three series at Stepinac 
Saturday.

SFP earned a spot in 
the league’s champion-
ship tournament that be-
gins May 28 against No. 2 
Archbishop Molloy. The 
Terriers (13-5) had won 
their first playoff game 6-3 
earlier in the afternoon 
Saturday. Game 1 had been 
suspended Friday because 
of rain in the bottom of the 
fifth with SFP holding a 4-3 

lead behind ace Dylan Law-
rence.

The defending city 
champion Ravens didn’t 
go down without a fight in 
Game 2. After St. Francis 
Prep scored four times in 
the third to take a 4-0 lead 
against starter Adam DeLa-
Cruz, St. Ray’s (12-8) tied it 
at 4-4 with a four-run fourth 
inning, highlighted by a 
two-run single by Damien 
Hernandez.

But St. Francis Prep 
answered right back. 

Walsh, who had two hits 
on the day, drove in A.J. 
Figeroa on an RBI double 
to left center with two outs, 
and pinch runner Joemar 
Wilson  later scored on a 
bunt to make it 6-4. It was a 
big momentum shift in the 
contest.

“If they got Walsh and 
we left guys on base, [St. 
Ray’s] would have been sky 
high,” SFP Coach Brother 
Robert Kent said. “That 
was a big change.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Archbishop Molloy 

was unable to grab the 
top seed in the 
CHSAA Class 
AA baseball 
c h a mpio n s h ip 
tournament, but 
remains one of 
the favorites to 
bring home the city title.

The Stanners couldn’t 
muster enough clutch hit-
ting to support eight solid 
innings from starter James 

McCleary in a 4-3 loss over 
nine innings to St. Joseph 
by the Sea with a chance 
to be the No. 1 seed on the 

line Sunday 
afternoon in 
Briarwood.

A throw-
ing error in 
the top of the 
ninth erased 

the chance for a double 
play and allowed the Vi-
kings to score the eventual 
winning run.

Sports

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 53
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Molloy pitcher James McCleary prepares to release the ball. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo

St. Francis Prep’s Joemar Wilson slides into home plate during the playoff game against St. 
Raymond’s. Photo by Robert Cole

Terriers sweep St. Ray’s
Clutch hitting helps St. Francis Prep score two victories in playoffs

Related column
Page 52

Stanners fall short 
of No. 1 playoff seed
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 The magical season for 
Molloy may come without 
star power and a year after 
it would have been a story-
book ending.

A year ago, the Stan-
ners were playing their first 
season without legendary 
Coach Jack Curran, who 
died in March 2013. Molloy 
was loaded with three Divi-
sion I players and pitchers 
and looking to honor their 
late coach with a city title.

The Stanners finished 

second in the Brooklyn/
Queens division and their 
playoff run ended abruptly 
in the CHSAA Class AA 
championship tournament.

Molloy returned a tal-
ented and veteran roster 
but with a lot of question 
marks this season. Stal-
warts Chris Piteo (Maine), 
Greg Boyle (Hofstra) and 
Donovan Armas (Villano-
va) are now all off at col-
lege. Senior ace Anthony 
Catinella, headed to Molloy 
College, has now emerged 
as the face of the team, but 
much of its success can be 
attributed to what the Stan-
ners have done as a unit.

“They really devel-
oped and matured,” Mol-
loy Coach Brad Lyons said. 
“They come out now with 

the expectation of win-
ning.”

Molloy captured the 
Brooklyn/Queens division 
title and is the second-seed-

ed team in the playoffs after 
a 4-3 loss to St. Joseph by 
the Sea Saturday. The Stan-
ners, because of their pitch-
ing and their ability to hit 

up and down the lineup, are 
a serious contender to take 
home the CHSAA crown. 
Molloy is a much different 
team now than when the 
year started.

“I thought that if we 
had the pitching and we got 
some timely hitting, this is 
what they could be,” Lyons 
said. “They are a very good 
group.”

Vin Moss, Logan Con-
roy and Dylan Lanigan 
combined for four hits and 
a run scored against Sea. 
Molloy’s first and second 
hitters, Nick Morici and 
Liam Slattery, had two hits 
apiece.

“One through nine 
can hit,” outfielder Michael 
Rossi said. “Everyone is 
good. Nobody stands out or 

anything, but everyone is 
solid.”

Sure, last year would 
have been screenplay-wor-
thy had Molloy ridden its 
stars to the title, but some-
times moments like this 
sneak up on you. The Stan-
ners are looking to make 
their run when we least 
expected it. There is plen-
ty of work to be done, but 
this may be Molloy’s best 
chance in recent years to 
reclaim the top spot it held 
many times in the CHSAA.

“The one or two seed 
really doesn’t matter,” Ros-
si said. “The seven or eight 
seed is going to play either 
one. We have our aces going 
out, so we are pretty confi-
dent we can make a run.”

Dozo playoff game postponed in Brooklyn
Umpire calls off matchup between Judges and Telecommunications because of unsafe conditions
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Staszewski

Block Shots

Molloy develops into serious contender for CHSAA crown

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK 
AND JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 
A sunny day with clear 

skies and temperatures 
in the 80s — sounds like a 
beautiful day for baseball, 
right?

Not for Cardozo and 
Coach Ron Gorecki. Prior 
to his team’s quarterfinal 
game against defending 
city champion Telecommu-
nications, Gorecki protest-
ed with umpires and PSAL 
officials that the field at 
Grand Street Campus was 
“unsafe” because of “dan-
gerous field conditions” 
Tuesday.

The game was ulti-
mately postponed 45 min-
utes after its scheduled 
start time and plenty of 
raking by Telecom.

It was rescheduled for 
the Thomas Jefferson Ath-
letic Complex in East New 
York Wednesday and was 
the only quarterfinal not 
played Tuesday Quarter-
final games are played at 
neutral sites.

Gorecki said when he 
arrived at the field, the um-
pires were trying to break 

up the hardened dirt.
“You have mud and 

you got hard cement over 
there, I am not putting my 
kids out there,” he said. “I 
would rather not play the 
game. For the playoffs, play 
on a safe environment. Why 
not give the last eight teams 
standing a shot of playing 
on a great field?”

Other than the hard-
ened base paths, Gorecki 

saw an issue with the pitch-
er’s mound at the Brooklyn 
school.

“It’s an illegal mound 
that is out there,” he said. 
“It is hard. It looks like a 
rock. That mound shouldn’t 
be 2 1/2 feet in the air.”

Grand Street Coach 
Steve Martinez, whose 
team didn’t practice on the 
field Monday, said nothing 
has been done to change 

the size of the mound since 
the start of the season.

“I’m not surprised 
with that coach,” Martinez 
said. “We have been play-
ing there all year.”

On the other hand, de-
fending champion Telecom, 
which played at Grand 
Street multiple times this 
season, had no problem 
with the field.

“There is nothing 

wrong with this. This was 
nice right now,” Telecom 
Coach Ed D’Alessio said.

During the delay and 
before the game was called, 
D’Alessio had his team on 
the field with water and 
rakes trying to get it ready, 
but Gorecki appeared to 
have his mind made up.

“He was adamant about 
not playing,” D’Alessio said. 
“He felt it was unsafe. That 

was his sticking point, that 
the field was unsafe and he 
didn’t want to be responsi-
ble if someone gets hurt.”

The ruling puts Tele-
com at a disadvantage be-
cause the team only has 12 
players and the extra day 
off now seriously affects 
its pitching rotation if they 
were to advance.”

“We have a very small 
squad and these are all 
the big schools,” D’Alessio 
added.

Work also had to be 
done on John Adams’ field 
prior to Grand Street tak-
ing on James Monroe. The 
Spartans were eliminated 
from the playoffs May 21. 
Monroe Coach Mike Turo 
said he and his coaches 
shaved 6 inches of dirt off 
the mound in the morning 
to get it to the proper height 
and were continuing to 
fix the field prior to game 
time.

“It’s got to be some-
thing nice for both teams,” 
Turo said. “If you have two 
teams of this quality, you 
got to pick good fields. It 
has to be done that way.”

Cardozo huddles up after hearing that the game was postponed. Photo by Alec Jacobson

Molloy shortstop Nicholas Morici catches the ball at second base 
as a base runner tries to make it in safely. Photo by Yinghao Luo
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SJU eliminated from Big East
Red Storm loses to Seton Hall, Xavier in conference tournament

Former TMLA guard 
commits to Colonials

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. John’s was left 

without a baseball champi-
onship to show for its fan-
tastic regular season.

The Red Storm fell just 
short of a Big East regular 
season title and then made 
a quick exit in the confer-
ence tournament over the 
weekend.

The second-seeded 
Johnnies fell 1-0 to No. 3 
Seton Hall and Big East 
pitcher of the year Josh 
Prevost May 23 and were 
pounded 8-2 the next day by 
No. 4 Xavier, the eventual 
champion, in an elimina-
tion game at MCU Park in 
Coney Island.

“Very disappointing,” 
said St. John’s Coach Ed 
Blankmeyer when asked 
about the weekend. “St. 
John’s wins champion-
ships. That’s what I told the 
kids. We look for champion-
ships. We are not satisfied 
with a winning season. 
We want to win champion-
ships. We were positioned 
to win a championship.”

Instead, the bats went 
ice cold for the Red Storm 
(35-20) during its two tour-
nament games. St. John 
scored two combined runs 
and managed just 11 hits. 
Xavier, on the other hand, 
was clutch all afternoon, 
scoring all eight of its runs 
with two outs.

Blankmeyer felt his 

team faced two of the 
league’s top three pitchers 
in Provost and Xavier’s 
Vinny Nittoli, who allowed 
one earned run in eight in-
nings of work.

“We hit some balls 
pretty good,” the coach 
said. “We just couldn’t 
string anything together.”

While the season came 
to a disappointing end, it 
was a major improvement 
for St. John’s after a 23-25 

campaign last year. The 
Johnnies added nine junior 
college players and start-
ed three freshmen. They 
pulled it together after a 
rough start in non-league 
play, but couldn’t finish off 
their great late season run.

“We had a lot of new 
guys,” junior right fielder 
Zach Lauricella said. “We 
came together after that 
rough start. We found our 
identity and we started win-

ning a lot of ball games.”
Xavier (27-27) kept 

them from continuing the 
season. The Musketeers got 
single runs in the first and 
second innings and chased 
Red Storm starter Ryan 
McCormick, who allowed 
four runs, with one out in 
the third inning and two 
runners on.

Xavier broke the game 
open by scoring four runs 
with two outs in the frame 
off a usually dependable 
reliever, Matt Hennie. Ste-
phen Schoettmer had an 
RBI single and Mitch Elliot 
delivered a bases-clearing 
double to push the Muske-
teers’ lead to 6-0.

“You know 3-0 is man-
ageable,” Blankmeyer said. 
“You go to 6-0, this ballpark 
it’s hard to score runs.”

The Red Storm scored 
their first run of the tour-
nament, thanks to a double 
from Matt Harris, to bring 
home Big East freshman of 
the year Michael Donadio. 
Alex Caruso crossed home 
plate on a throwing error 
in the eighth for the second 
St. John’s run.

Xavier, on the other 
hand, pounded six Red 
Storm pitchers for 16 hits to 
provide on abrupt ending to 
what looked to be a promis-
ing season.

“Today was a major 
letdown for us,” Lauricella 
said. “It’s very disappoint-
ing.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Mei-Lyn Bautista had 

her summer plans set, but 
things quickly went off 
course for the better.

The Whitestone native 
and former Mary Louis 
guard was going to play 
basketball through the July 
viewing period with her 
New Heights travel team 
to be seen by more college 
coaches and possibly spark 
interest from new schools.

It was one of the rea-
sons the junior left her long 
previous team, the NYC 
Heat  — the chance for more 
exposure and the opportu-
nity to take the court with 
different players. 

But Bautista’s second 
visit to George Washington 
University in Washington, 
D.C. two weeks ago changed 
all of that.

“I went on the visit 
and the relationship I have 
with [the coaches], I just felt 
comfortable with the school 
and could see myself being 
really, really happy there,” 
she said.

Bautista, who plays 
her high school ball at St. 
Mary’s in Manhasset, L.I., 
realized George Washing-
ton had everything she 
wanted in her future home 
and verbally committed to 
play women’s basketball for 
the Colonials. She picked 
them over Seton Hall.

Bautista has developed 
a great relationship with 
the Colonials’ coaching 

staff, who want her to lead 
the team and help other 
players improve. George 
Washington also offers rig-
orous academic programs 
and has a location that 
has plenty to do and see in 
Washington, D.C.

“I believe the academ-
ics, the basketball and the 
location itself would be a 
great fit for me,” Bautista 
said.

She had first built a 
strong relationship with 
first-year George Wash-
ington assistant Coach Bill 
Ferrara, who was recruit-
ing Bautista during his 
time at Hofstra. It meant a 
lot to her that he directed 
her to Colonials head Coach 
Jonathan Tsipis, who led 

A dejected Troy Dixon returns to the dugout after St. John’s lost 
the Big East Championship baseball elimination game. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Mei-Lyn Bautista (pictured dur-
ing her time with Mary Louis) 
calls out a play for her team-
mates. She verbally commit-
ted to George Washington 
University. 

Photo by William Thomas

Continued on Page 54

The Terriers added an 
insurance run on a sac fly 
by Figeroa and the Ravens 
got a run back off Persad 
in the sixth to make it 7-5 
before Coy avoided further 
trouble.

The Terriers think 
their bats are coming alive 
at the right time. The team 
has relied heavily on its 
pitching, but got two big 
hits throughout the series. 
Jordan Santiago was 2-for- 2 with a walk and two runs scored in Game 1 and Alex 

Villano delivered a two-run 
triple.

“Everyone’s bat is 
waking up,” Walsh said. 
“It’s waking up at the right 
time. It’s something to look 
forward to.”

The Terriers believe 
if their hitting continues, 
they can push on because 
of how good their pitching 
is. Lawrence, who threw a 
no-hitter against Molloy, 
and John Michelli have 
both earned run averages 
under 1.00.

“This is the best time 
to get hot,” Kent said. “The 
players got to do it.”

Continued from Page 51 

Terriers

Victor Persad delivers a pitch. Photo by Robert Cole

w w w.shoevi l lage.com
Free Shipping Over $50
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of Queens Sports

45-22 162nd St. Flushing, NY 11358 | (718) 762-1990
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George Washington to a 23-
11 record last season.

Tsipis and his staff 
aren’t asking Bautista, a 
pass-first point guard, to be 
anything she isn’t once she 
gets to D.C. Other coaches 
had liked her game but 
wanted Bautista to stray 
from her comfort zone.

“They’d rather have 

someone who scores a lot or 
someone who gets more re-
bounds,” she said. “Know-
ing that they want me to 
play how I play made me 
feel real happy about my-
self. I felt like I could be 
confident in myself and do 
something great there.”

Bautista is coming off 
helping to lead St. Mary’s 
to the best season in pro-
gram history. The Gaels 
won the CHSAA Nassau/
Suffolk Class AA crown 
and reached the Catholic 

state semifinals. Her early 
college decision leaves her 
stress-free this summer as 
she prepares for her senior 
season. She is starting to 
get used to life without the 
pressure.

“I’m still trying to take 
it all in,” Bautista said. “I’m 
so used to having a coach 
call me and trying to get a 
visit in, getting ready for 
my next tournament know-
ing I have to do well. It feels 
really good, really stress-
free, a relief.”

“We left a few guys 
in scoring position,” said 
second-year Molloy Coach 
Brad Lyons. “It was just 
a good game between two 
good teams. A lot of times 
the team that makes the 
mistake first, they don’t 
win the game. We made the 
mistake. It happens.”

Molloy, the Brooklyn/
Queens division champion, 
will be the No. 2 seed when 
it begins its quest for the ti-

tle May 28 against No. 8 St. 
Francis Prep. The Stanners 
will have ace Anthony Cati-
nella and No. 2 starter Scott 
Hannon on full rest for the 
first two rounds.

The Stanners (15-3), 
which beat Fordham Prep 
13-0 the day before, trailed 
St. Joseph by the Sea 3-1 
heading to the bottom of 
the sixth. Pinch hitter Mi-
chael Rossi delivered a two-
out, two-run single high 
off the fence in left against 
Sea starter Mike Russell to 
tie the score at 3-3. He was 
ahead 2-0 in the count, but 

Rossi was looking to be ag-
gressive.

“I knew he was going 
to throw me a fastball,” 
Rossi said. “I just wanted to 
give it a ride.”

Molloy had a chance to 
take the lead when Dylan 
Lanigan, who had two hits, 
singled to right. Vin Moss 
rounded third, but Lyons 
held him up at the last sec-
ond, getting him tagged out 
between home and third to 
end the frame. The hard-
throwing Steve Withers 
came on in relief for Sea 
(15-3) in the seventh and 

recorded seven of the next 
nine outs via strikeout.

“You tip your hat to 
him,” Lyons said of With-
ers. “The kid came in and 
challenged it. He was better 
than us today.”

McCleary turned in 
a fine outing in defeat. He 
had good control of his fast-
ball, allowed three runs on 
10 hits and did not walk a 
batter. 

Sea had gotten on the 
board in the third with an 
RBI triple from Withers 
and a sac fly from Angelo 
Navetta to make it 2-0.

Molloy stranded bat-
ters with the bases loaded 
with one out in the third 
after hitting into a double 
play. The Stanners picked 
up a run in the fifth, thanks 
to an RBI-single from Nick 
Morici, but saw Sea make it 
3-1 on a Steve Arancio sac 
fly in the sixth.

McCleary, who even-
tually gave way to reliever 
Jonathan Meditz, stranded 
runners on second and 
third base twice in the 
eighth to keep his team in 
the game.

“That last inning 

shows you what James is 
made of,” Lyons said. “He 
had already given us seven 
great innings and it would 
have been really easy for 
him to fold there.”

The Stanners aren’t 
ready to pack it in either. 
They hope this is just the 
start of a long playoff run. 
Molloy has all the tools to 
make it happen.

“We know that we have 
the pitching,” McCleary 
said. “We know we can hit. 
We have the defense. We 
should have won this game, 
but we can beat any team.”

Stanners
Continued from Page 51 

Continued from Page 53 

Bautista

◊  Linelle Ann Lacson Abueg
  Anika Marie Adams
†◊  Chelsie Alcivar
  Alana Chane Alexander
  Sydnie Marie Alvarez
◊  Samantha E. Antoine
◊  Karen Apolaya
†◊  Natalie Desiree Artiles
◊  Meghan Kathleen Atwood
  Samantha E. Aviles
◊  Soyeon Ban
†◊  Katherine Elena Barbaro
†◊  Christina Barreca
  Lindsay A. Baxter
†◊  Samantha A. Becker
  Genevieve Beggins
†◊  Sabrina Bekios 
*†◊  Bridget Ellen Belfiore
◊  Jennifer Bernal
†◊  Kamilla Bernardes
*†◊  Ysabelle Bismonte
†  Laura Marie Veronica Blondi
*†◊  Kathleen Mary Bowles
†◊  Thérèse K. Boyle
  Jessica E. Bristol
◊  Ashley Brunot 
◊  Bridget E. Buckley
◊  Carmen Gabriela Caldas
†◊  Tiffany G. Camusci
  Katia Canela 
◊  Francesca Julie-anna Cangé
◊  Kailyn Larissa Cano
*†◊  Julia Canzoneri 
  Maria Elena Caracappa

†◊  Kristie Marie Carey
†◊  Tiffany Carreno
*†◊  Mary Isabel Casey
  Victoria Ann Castagliola
◊  Mariah Castro
†◊  Melissa Cazzorla
◊  Tanya Celestin
  Nyla A. Chapman
*◊  Jolie J. Chow
  Tracy Cabrini Cineus
†◊  Lauren Elizabeth Clark
  Kiana A. Cohen
  Cristina Maria Commisso
  Diandra V. Coombes
  Dominique Kyra Correia
  Samantha Cortez
◊  Kimberly Rose Cotov
  Katelyn Damasco 
◊  Diana Elizabeth Daniel
◊  Kristen Alicia Danvers
  Victoria Daskalis
◊  Virginia Elizabeth Davan
  Kristiana DeGennaro 
*†◊  Danisha N. Dennie
  Katherine S. Desmond
†◊  Heather Nicole DiFiore
  Christina Nicole DiMartino
  Natalie Dimeska 
◊  Tamara Angelique Dinnall
†◊  Katelyn Dobranski 
†◊  Kymonne V. Duncan
†◊  Veronica Antonia Echeverri
◊  Onyinye C. Emekekwue
  Maria Espinoza

†◊  Mikayla Lynn Fanto
†◊  Dominique Lucia Feliciano
◊  Sarah Melissa Feliciano
†◊  Victoria Anne Fernandez
◊  Berthlyne Francois
◊  Karla Freire
  Kimberley Galarza
  Vanessa Gallego
  Lucia Gambino
  Stephanie Gabriela Garcia
◊  Megan Mary Gardiner
◊  Da’Jhane T. Gardner
†  Alexandria Maria Garuffi
  Nashka Gibbons 
†◊  Amanda Rose Gillespie
†  Monica Catherine Glynn
◊  Georgia R. Goldman 
  Jessica Gonzalez
†◊  Juliana Alejandra Gonzalez
◊  Hannah S. Gowans
  Daniela Grajales
  Kristen Cecelia Graue
†◊  Alissamariah Gutierrez 
  Simone Danielle Hobdy
  Larissa Desireè Cleopatra Holder
◊  Kelsey Susan Hor
◊  Khadijah Tamara Hosein
†◊  Selma Hot
◊  Joanna Suying Hsu
†◊  Sophia Maria Huber
†◊  Nicole Ann Hubert
*†◊  Quinn Elizabeth Hurse
  Jade L. Jackson
†◊  Tiffany M. Jagrooph

◊  Mikaela Christina James
◊  Samantha A. H. Javier
†◊  Amandeep Kaur
*†◊  Kourtney Taylor Keeley
†  Maria Angela Kervran
†  Meaghan Elizabeth King
◊  Hannah Jacqueline Kirk
◊  Irene Nicole Koutsoulidakis
*†◊  Erin Krebs
◊  Madison Francesca LaLumia
†◊  Cindy Lam
◊  Veronica Lanoue
*†◊  Judith Young Lao
  Chelsey Marie Larkin
  Vanessa Sadhana Latchman
  Terry-Ann Latour
◊  Arielle Monterey Lawson
◊  Jessica Lazo 
  Betsy Elizabeth Lima
†◊  Joanna Lojo
†◊  Claire Loredan 
*†  Elizabeth Eleanor Lynch
  Ornella Otis Mafo Silatcha
  Regina Aningalan Maghirang 
◊  Laura E. Maglaras
◊  Lara Maher
  Gabriella Sol Malav
*†◊  Seona May Maloney
†◊  Emily Marczak
†◊  Christie Nicole Marino
  Elizabeth Mauter 
†◊  Victoria Maxham
*†◊  Orlaith McCaffrey
†◊  Sabrina Rosemarie McCarthy

*†◊ Madden McDonagh
◊  Maggie Christine McLoughlin
†◊  Jennifer Elizabeth McManus
◊  Melina E. Melendez
*†◊  Kinza Gul Mian
*◊  Luana Gabriela Mihaita
  Romy L. Miller
◊  Aryel Momplaisir
*†◊  Arielle Nica Mompremier
  Daniela Carolina Montoya
†◊  Laura Ann Moran
  Annalisa Morreale
◊  Lauren Nicole Morro
◊  Corinne Michele Murphy
◊  Elaine Marie Nicholson
◊  Kayla Lee Noll
†◊  Lilly Fatima Noor
◊  Caitlin Marie O’Brien
◊  Anastasia Celeste O’Byrne
†◊  Amadi Lee Ocasio
†  Francesca O’Hare
  Oluwatoyin Augustina Olunwanifise
  Danielle Frances O’Rourke
*◊  Stephanie Nwannenaya Osuji
◊  Alexandra Mercedes Otero
◊  Nana-Adwoa N. Otoo
†◊  Alexandra Pallisco
◊  Pamela Papageorgiou
  Maria Papavassiliou
†◊  Susan M. Parraga
◊  Priya Partap
†◊  Antonia Josephine Paruolo
†◊  Brianna Marie Paruolo
†◊  Jenna Marie Patti

†◊  Elayne Manuela Pereira
†◊  Nicole Venecia Pereira
  Lauren Marie Perez
◊  Brittany Persaud
  Justine J. Persaud
◊  Melanie K. Persaud
◊  Angela Brianna Pfeffer
◊  Keri Anne Picciochi
*◊  Angel G. Pierre
◊  Nicole Alexandra Pitt
◊  Laura Lucia Porcelli
◊  Sook Maria Porras
  Deanna Leigh Probst
†◊  Alexandra Josephine Quan
◊  Ashley Taylor Rajkumar
†◊  Sumintra Lena Raman
†◊  Melanie Ramirez
◊  Samantha V. Redman
†◊  Diana Elizabeth Reisert
  Erica Christine Therese Ritter
◊  Rosceli Rivera
◊  Wendy Marie Rivera
◊  Giannina Elizabeth Rizzo
  Carmen Maria Rodriguez
  Erin Yvette Rodriguez
  Gesette Iris Rodriguez
†◊  Vanessa Romo
  Samantha Rosa
†◊  Violetta Saldanha
◊  Clarissa Salgado
†◊  Jackelyn Salgado
◊  Kezia Rebecca Salmon
  Kurena Elizabeth Sampson
◊  Ashleigh Marie Santaliz

◊  Victoria Maria Scaparro
†◊  Nicole M. Scherer
†◊  Nicole Catherine Schmidt
†  Anna Maria Sejuelas
◊  Catherine Elise Sershen
◊  Patricia Anjali Indira Sharma
◊  Ritika Sharma
◊  Rechel Shiwsankar
◊  Natasha Namonje Sichone
†◊  Elainie Emaly Singh
†◊  Kamattie Singh
†◊  Anthoula Maria Spahidakis
†◊  Rachel Kathryn Spampinato 
†◊  Rani Srividhya Srinivasan
◊  Michelle Surajbali
◊  Stephanie C. Szulborski
†◊  Jessica Tagle 
*†◊  Sara A. Tejelo
◊  Brianna Deshay Thomas
*†◊  Christina S. Thomas
†◊  Andrea Torres
†◊  Jahmani J. Turner
†◊  Mmekom Mba Udosen
†◊  Gabriella Abigail Ulloa
*†◊  Marissa Joyce Vaccarelli
  Tamar H. Vakilian
  Rachel N. Valdez-Brens
†◊  Jessica Christine Valmont
*†◊  Sarah A. Vaz
†◊  Arianna Mary Velcich
  Diamari Noemi Velez
◊  Amanda Marie Villaggi
†◊  Tanya Vohra
◊  Amanda von Heyden

†◊  Ashley Domonique Walker
◊  Tanise Yvette Elyane Washington
  Lailonnee J. Wells
  Norissa Alberta White-Isaacs
*†◊  Jennifer Alyssa Wisnewski
◊  Simin Xu 
◊  Caterina Marie Yanakis
  Tatiana Zevallos
*†◊  Judie Zhang
◊  Abeer Zia

THE MARY LOUIS ACADEMY
Excellence in Education for Young Women Since 1936

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2014

The class of 2014 
received $38 million in 
academic scholarships  

and grants.

(Figure as of April 2014,  
awards still being received.  
These are academic based 

awards & do not reflect need 
based awards)

† National Honor Society - Gold Honor Cord       * CLS Award - Blue Honor Cord       ◊ Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

ERIN KREBS – VALEDICTORIAN 
Accepted into the following colleges and universities:  

Bard College, Barnard College, Baruch College of the CUNY, Brooklyn College of CUNY, 
Clark University, Fordham University, Hunter College of CUNY, John Jay College of 

Criminal Justice of CUNY, Queens College of the CUNY, SUNY Binghamton University
Tufts University, Wesleyan University, Yale University

JENNIFER ALYSSA WISNEWSKI - SALUTATORIAN 
Accepted into the following colleges and universities:

Arcadia University, Boston College, The Catholic University of America
Northeastern University, Sacred Heart University, Saint Joseph’s University, Springfield 

College, SUNY Binghamton University, SUNY Stony Brook University

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY  11432 Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, NY. Chartered by the New York State Board  
of Regents. Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools

CLASS OF 2014
100% attending college
100% earned a New York   
State Regents Diploma 
with the majority earning 
a New York State Regents 
Diploma with Advanced 
Designation
Donated more than 
90,000 hours in 
community service 
programs
143 seniors completed 
one or more Advanced 
Placement courses from 
17 AP course offerings
178 seniors completed 
one or more Honors level 
courses
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