
BY SARINA TRANGLE

Eileen Anderson 
trekked over a mound of 
sand dredged between 
Rockaway Beach and the 
ocean and sat near a long 
pipe with the words “dan-
ger, keep off” scrawled in 

orange.
A cloudy sky and scat-

tered showers ushered in 
the first day of the city’s offi-
cial beach season Saturday. 
Still, she and others on the 
sparsely populated shore 
said it was hard to deter-
mine whether the swaths of 
boardwalk and sand roped 

off for Superstorm Sandy 
repairs or weather were to 
blame.

“If you build it, they 
will come. There’s no 
boardwalk — they’re not 
coming. There’s no beach 
— they’re not coming,” said 
Eileen Anderson, a lifelong 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

City Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) said he never 
wore a wire despite pressure 
from state Attorney General Eric 

Schneiderman in what his lawyer 
described as a bid to take down 
African-American officials who 
did not support New York’s  top 
prosecutor.

Wills’ lawyers said they 

would file a motion seeking to 
have a special prosecutor replace 
Schneiderman in Wills’ pending 
criminal case.

The councilman’s rebuttal 
in a press conference at Marana-

tha Baptist Church in Queens 
Village Wednesday came three 
weeks after Schneiderman and 
state Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli announced Wills had been 
charged with grand larceny and 
fraud for allegedly stealing about 
$30,000 in state and city funds.

Days later, the New York Post 
cited anonymous sources and re-
ported that Wills attempted to 
secretly record colleagues at Sch-
neiderman’s behest.

“Mr. Schneiderman is up for 
election. Mr. Schneiderman needs 
the African-American vote. He 
knows that he doesn’t necessar-
ily have the support of the leaders 
that are here now, so he is going 
to do whatever it takes to bring 
them down,” said Sally Butler, 
Wills’ attorney. “If that means 
releasing false information that 
[Wills] wore a wire because vot-
ers may not like that, that’s what 
he will do.”

Butler, who represented 
Wills’ former boss, ex-state Sen. 
Shirley Huntley. in her corrup-
tion case, said: “This is all politi-
cal.”

As part of a plea deal, Huntley 
Nathalia Kuzmina (l.) sees her son, Mykhailo, after four months apart. Photo by Alex Robinson

REUNION

BY BILL PARRY

The plans for expanding the 
Jackson Heights Business Im-
provement District is moving for-
ward with word that ballots will 
be delivered to 1,500 addresses at 
the end of June.

Seth Taylor, the 82nd Street 
Partnership executive director, 
made the disclosure during an 
informational meeting sponsored 
by Community Board 4 in Corona  
May22.

“We’ve been collecting sig-
natures of property owners, busi-
ness owners and resident, and 
we’ve found there’s enough sup-
port for this plan,” Taylor said.

Marty Kirchman, a vocal 
activist from Queens Neighbor-
hoods United, cried foul after he 
and Taylor presented both sides 
of the arguments at the meeting 
in St. Paul’s Apostle Church.

“We have very serious con-
cerns regarding the integrity of 
the BID establishment process,” 
Kirchner said. “To this day, nu-
merous business owners, prop-

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Whether he is in Queens, his native Croatia 
or Iraq, Dr. Slobodan Jazarevic is always up for a 
challenge.

The surgeon and retired U.S. Army colonel 
recently joined New York Hospital Queens as 

NYHQ hires army colonel
to upgrade its trauma unit

Beams used to support the Rockaway 
boardwalk are exposed. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Jax Hts. BID
readies vote on
expansion plan

AG asked me to wear wire: Wills
Indicted Queens lawmaker says he refused to bend to Schneiderman request

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 9

Rockaway opens for summer
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Hundreds poured into 
Christ the King Regional 
High School’s auditorium 
last week to share concerns 
about how a homeless shel-
ter could strain Glendale: 
Which sewage system 
would the facility link into? 
Would it exacerbate flood-
ing? Could it blend with the 
area’s mostly single- and 
two-family homes?

Community Board 
5 organized the meeting 
with the city Department 
of Homeless Services and 
Samaritan Village, a Briar-
wood-based social service 
provider seeking to open a 
125-family shelter at 78-16 
Cooper Ave.

CB 5, civic groups and 
elected officials have con-
demned the city’s plan to 
enter a five-year contract 
with Samaritan Village for 
up to $27.5 million since the 
proposal surfaced.

But last week’s meet-
ing was called to focus 
on more nuanced details 
of what Glendale and the 
surrounding communities 
wanted included in an en-
vironment assessment un-
derway.

A few inquired about 
how the influx of 125 fami-
lies may strain the sewage 
system and related infra-
structure, noting that base-
ments often flooded during 
storms. Representatives 
from the Juniper Park Civ-
ic and Middle Village Prop-
erty Owners associations 
said nearby neighborhoods 
had fought to keep their 
areas comprised of mostly 
one-, two- and three-fam-
ily homes and the shelter 
would ignore such endeav-
ors.

Lisa Black, assistant 
commissioner of govern-
ment and community rela-
tions at DHS, said the en-
vironmental study would 
determine which sewage 
system the former sewing 
plant and airplane part 
manufacturing factory 
would link into.

She said the review 
would become public if 

a shelter was found to be 
feasible and a contract was 
prepared for the city comp-
troller’s review. Black said 
the city would not pay for 
remediation work or con-
struction costs.

Putting aside the en-
vironmental study, most 
speakers assailed the pro-
posal as economically ex-
travagant.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glen-
dale) said the roughly $3,000 
monthly cost per family 
was enough to pay for luxu-
ry housing and praised the 
city’s attempts to revive a 
voucher program that kept 
families facing eviction in 
their homes for roughly 
$1,500 a month.

Several said it would 
be less expensive to convert 
the former Pan American 
Hotel in Elmhurst into a 
shelter, but Black said its 
lack of kitchens made it un-
suitable for families.

Doug Apple, executive 
vice president at Samari-
tan Village, emphasized 
the proposal covered hous-
ing as well as an array of 
services to help residents 
with employment, educa-
tion and other needs.

“The most common 
reason people come into the 
homeless system is because 

they’ve been evicted from 
their apartment. They’ve 
lost a job. They’ve struggled 
with illness,” he said. “We 
see our job as helping them 
get through that temporary 
crisis.”

As a recovering alco-
holic who once faced evic-
tion, John Schad said he 
understood the need for 
housing help.

But he said Glendale 
had a history of helping its 
own.

“When I needed help, 
I had neighbors help me 
get clean and sober .... my 
neighbors rang my doorbell 
and called me on the phone 
and gave me work,” Schad 
said. “If we needed a home-
less shelter for our resi-
dents, we would have built 
the homeless shelter.”

Fellow Glendale resi-
dent Jeff Kaufman said the 
community needed to look 
beyond itself.

“There are 50-plus-
thousand homeless people 
and there are not enough 
beds for families in need,” 
he said. “We need to ad-
dress that.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

For Further Information 
Call (347) 878 6614 

Visit website: www.friendsofmaplegrove.org 
Email: info@friendsofmaplegrove.org

Sponsored by The Josephine Foundation and The Melrose Credit Union..

Company K, 67th Long Island NY 
Historical Association Civil War 

Re-enactors and Living Historians

SUNDAY, JUNE, 8, 2014
11:00 AM to 4 PM 

Encampment on the Grassy Grove near the Maple 
Grove Victorian Administration Building at the 
Lefferts Blvd. and Kew Gardens Road Entrance

  (Only Pedestrians, No Cars) 

Dressed in Civil War uniforms, lectures on the 
Life of a Civil War Soldier, Military Drills, Diet, 

Medical Treatment etc. 

FREE to the Public – Donations accepted for the 
Preservation of Civil War Battlefi elds   

We encourage visitors to come dressed in period clothing.

The Victorian section of the Maple Grove Cemetery 
will be closed to vehicles.

Visit Company K, 67th Long Island, N.Y. Regiment at 
www.newyorkcivilwar.com 

James E. Ware 

John H. Sutphin

The Friends of Maple Grove Cemetery 

THE CIVIL WAR
LIVING HISTORIANS 

PRESENTATION
Jeff Kaufman says he supports the homeless shelter opening in 
Glendale because the community has not historically hosted such 
facilities. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Glendale details shelter concerns
residents want included in study
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Need Help Filing An Insurance Claim?

ALLOW EXPERIENCED CLAIMS ADJUSTERS TO RECOUP WHAT YOU ARE ENTITLED TO!

We pledge to protect you from insurance companies  
who want to avoid paying all the money you are owed.

ANM Claims offers complete insurance claim 

processing, comprehensive forensic examinations, 

construction/emergency repairs, and evaluation of 

insurance coverage.

CALL NOW TO FILE A CLAIM!
516.218.3999

ANM Clai

processing, 

construction

insurance co

W W W . A N M C L A I M S . C O M

BY BILL PARRY

The annual outdoor 
summer film festival at So-
crates Sculpture Park will 
get underway in July with 
a real attention-getter.

A documentary about 
Russian punk-rock band 
Pussy Riot will kick off the 
16th season July 2.

“Pussy Riot: A Punk 
Prayer” will have its first 
public screening since it 
was banned in Moscow in 
December.

The film by Maxim 
Pozdorovkin and Mike 
Lerner follows the femi-
nist rockers’ protest per-
formance in a Moscow ca-
thedral followed by their 
arrest and trial that cap-
tured headlines around the 
world.

The band was protest-

ing the head of the Ortho-
dox Church for supporting 
Vladimir Putin’s campaign 
for president and they were 
subsequently charged with 
hooliganism.

The film won best doc-
umentary at the 2013 Sun-
dance Film Festival.

The free Outdoor Cin-
emas festival will be staged 
on the waterfront at So-
crates Sculpture Park with 
a different international 
film every Wednesday in 
July and August. The line-
up includes movies from 
Sweden, Senegal, England, 
New Zealand, Argentina, 
central Africa, France, It-
aly, Japan and Russia. The 
festival is a collaboration 
between the park, Film Fo-
rum and Rooftop Films.

“With this impres-
sive roster of foreign films, 

Film Forum has once again 
put forth an extraordinary 
season that truly reflects 
the cultural diversity of 
Queens,” Socrates Execu-
tive Director John Hatfield 
said. “From the controver-
sial rock documentary ‘A 
Punk Prayer’ to the stun-
ning ‘Microcosmos,’ this 
line-up features something 
for everyone.”

Each film will be pre-
sented in their original 
language with English sub-
titles and accompanied by 
public performances that 
celebrate the culture of the 
film as well as regional cui-
sine.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Pussy Riot documentary to top 
summer fi lm series at Socrates

A Pussy Riot documentary kicks off the Socrates Sculpture Park outdoor film series next month. 
Photo courtesy of Socrates Sculpture Park
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Free for Children under 13 and $5 for Teens (13 - 18)
(when accompanied by ticket-purchasing adult)

$15 for Students (w/ ID)

Sunday, June 01 @ 7:00 pm
HILLCREST JEWISH CENTER

183-02 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY 11366

For Tickets: Call 718-380-4145 OR at the door prior to Showtime

Cantor Moti Fuchs
Singing From His Heart

The Chimentis
THE “Broadway” Singing Duo

Ken Salaz
Magician “WOW” Mentalist

CELEBRATION 2014
An Evening of Magic, Song & Music  

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Whitestone cyber-
bully who school officials 
are still trying to identify 
will likely escape criminal 
charges as recent cyberbul-
lying legislation passed in 
the state Legislature fell 
short of criminalizing on-
line harassment.

The bill, signed into 
law by Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
in 2012, required teachers 
to report any cyberbullying 
they witnessed to school 
administrators within a 
day. It also mandated that 
teachers be given training 
on how to recognize and 
deal with cyberbullying, 
but did not designate it as 
a crime.

The anonymous Whit-
estone cyberbully posted 
photos of St. Luke’s School 
students on Instagram in 
mid-May along with abu-
sive comments under the 
pseudonym @StLukesIdi-
ots.

“These kids are all 

ugly and fat. I’ll be post-
ing the sixth graders that 
should die,” the description 
on the abusive account said 
before it was taken down.

When alerted, the 

school reported the inci-
dent to the NYPD, who sent 
officers to a workshop at the 
school last week to inform 
students about cyberbully-
ing and its consequences.

In addition to the work-
shop, which was directed 
by a team of counselors, the 
targeted students in Grades 
6 to 8 each received direct 
counseling.

A spokeswoman for 
the Brooklyn Diocese, 
which runs the school, said 
that as of Wednesday the 
investigation was ongoing 
and the school believes the 
bully could have been one 
of its students.

“Cyberbullying is pro-
hibited and will not be tol-
erated,” she said. “Catholic 
schools promote the dignity 
of the human person in an 
atmosphere where students 
have a safe and caring 
learning environment.”

She added that cyber-
bullying is a violation of 
the school’s policy against 
harassment, bullying and 
intimidation.

“Disciplinary action 
will be taken against the 
student(s) that committed 
the act and could include 
suspension or expulsion,” 
she said.

Devon O’Connor, 
president of the Welcome to 
Whitestone Civic Associa-
tion, posted an alert about 
the anonymous bully on his 

Facebook page, urging peo-
ple to report the account af-
ter he heard from terrified 
parents on the weekend it 
surfaced.

“I was completely dis-
gusted by it,” he said.

Cyberbullying has be-
come an important topic in 
recent years as the Internet 
and social media have pro-
vided students platforms to 
stay connected after they 
go home from school.

At least 42 percent of 
children have been cyber-
bullied and 35 percent have 
been threatened online, 
according to the state Di-
vision of Criminal Justice 
Services.

Legislators have wres-
tled with a solution to the 
problem. State Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx), who heads 
the Independent Democrat-
ic Conference, introduced a 
bill in 2011 that would wid-
en third-degree stalking to 
include cyberbullying, but 
the legislation stalled in 
the state Assembly.

St. Luke’s School officials are still trying to find an anonymous cyberbully who posted abusive com-
ments about students. Photo by Christina Santucci

St. Luke’s cyberbully unlikely to face charges
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) marked this 
year’s Memorial Day holi-
day by honoring a group 
of war veterans for their 
service during a ceremony 
held in Bayside last week.

Five former soldiers 
who live in Queens were 
presented with resolutions 
from the Senate last Friday 
in honor of their decorated 
history with the armed 
forces.

The ceremony was one 
Avella said he does twice 
every year to celebrate Me-
morial and Veterans days 
as a way of showing sup-
port and thanking mem-
bers of the military who 
have risked their lives in 
the name of freedom.

“Every year I try to 
take the opportunity to 
thank the men and women 
who have served in our 
armed forces,” Avella said. 
“We would not be the coun-
try we are today with their 
sacrifices and dedication.”

Each year as the two 
holidays approach, Avella 
reaches out to northeast 
Queens organizations and 
asks for nominations of 
people he can honor at the 
small ceremony he holds 
in his Bayside office. The 
five who were selected this 
year consist of four former 
U.S. Marines — one Korean 
War veteran and three who 
served in Vietnam — and a 
Vietnam War vet of the U.S. 
Army.

Barnett Cohen, a 
Brooklyn native who now 
lives in Flushing, enlisted 
in the Marine Corps Re-
serve after graduating from 
high school and served 
while he was attending 
Brooklyn College. He was 
called to active duty dur-
ing the Korean War in 1950 
and served as a Browning 
Automatic Rifleman at the 
Infantry Demonstration 
Training Unit in Quantico, 
Va., where he taught newly 
appointed second lieuten-
ants.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

College Point residents 
who have wrestled with a 
trucking operation in their 
neighborhood for years 
might finally be on the 
verge of closing it down.

An inquiry by state 
Sen. Tony Avella’s (D-Bay-
side) office has revealed 
that TNP Trucking has op-
erated a 24/7 facility, at 14-
29 130th St., on a lot that is 
zoned for residential space.

“This blatant disre-
gard for the law has gone on 
for over two decades,” Avel-
la told reporters in front of 
the facility last week, sur-
rounded by a handful of 
residents. “The very fact 
that they have been allowed 
to run illegally at this site 
for 24 years is disgraceful.”

A 2013 inspection by 
the city Department of 
Buildings, prompted by a 
letter from Avella’s office, 
showed TNP had commer-
cial vehicles at the site, 
which is zoned as R4A, a 
residential designation. A 
DOB spokeswoman said the 
site has been referred to the 
department’s Padlock Unit 
and that a hearing to deter-
mine whether the site will 
be closed down has been set 
for June 4.

Avella said TNP Truck-
ing, who did not respond to 
requests for comment, have 
refused to break the com-
mercial lease on the prop-
erty.

Residents have com-
plained about the trucks 
for years, contending they 
keep them up at all hours 
and spew pollution into 
their neighborhood.

“We’re not asking for 
much,” said Turan Ates, 
who has lived in the neigh-
borhood since 1996. “Just 
a quiet place to sleep and 
clean air to breath.”

Avella first got in-
volved last year after hear-
ing many complaints from 
residents about the trucks 
that rumble through their 
neighborhood.

The senator sent let-
ters to a number of state 
and city agencies, including 
the DOB, the city Depart-
ments of Environmental 
Protection and Health and 
the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation, 
which all sent inspectors to 
the site.

A number of the city 
agencies issued warnings 
to TNP Trucking for infrac-
tions on the property, but 
did not issue violations.

TNP’s main location 
is up the block from the lot 
in question, at the corner 

of 130th Street and 15th Av-
enue.

In addition to noise 
problems, residents claim 
TNP Trucking has been 
dumping oil and anti-freeze 
into the sewer and creating 
rust stains on the public 
sidewalk.

“Both this lot and the 
commercial business have 
been a problem with illegal 
dumping and disregard for 
the area,” Ates said. “I have 
complained for years with 
no result.”

State Sen. Tony Avella presents five war veterans with resolutions 
honoring their service. Photo by Kelsey Durham

A city Department of Buildings inspection reveals TNP Trucking is operating one of its commercial fa-
cilities in a residential zone. Photo by Alex Robinson

Queens war veterans 
honored for service

TNP trucks must go: Avella
College Pt. neighbors want facility operating on residential lot shut down
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Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation. 
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.  

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                     

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones. 

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.  

We’ll help you make educated decisions. 
Get answers to questions such as: 

-How can I protect assets 
from the government? 

-How can I save myself from 
expensive nursing home bills? 

-How can I spare my loved ones 
from the difficulties of probate? 

We’re also on the radio. 
TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer 
and 570 AM WMCA, Saturdays at 

6:00 PM to listen to  
Ask the Lawyer with  

 Mike Connors.  
www.askmikethelawyer.com 

at 

om

MON. JUNE 16th 

QUEENS- 
MASPETH 

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 
Connolly’s Corner 
71-17 Grand Avenue 

WED. JUNE 18th  FRI. JUNE 20th    

 QUEENS- 
HOWARD BEACH 

11 AM & 3 PM 
Lenny’s Clam Bar 

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard 

QUEENS- 
BAYSIDE 

11 AM & 3 PM 
The Adria 

221-17 Northern Blvd 
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BY BILL PARRY

Airport workers carried 
their fight for better wages and 
benefits directly to one of the con-
tractors underpaying them.

Chanting, “No justice, no 
peace,” more than 200 of the con-
tracted workers marched on the 
corporate headquarters of Avia-
tion Safeguard, at 80-02 Queens 
Blvd., May 22 demanding that of-
ficials pay them the same wages 
paid to workers hired by the Port 
Authority.

“We work just as hard as 
officers and cleaners directly 
contracted by the Port Author-
ity,” said security officer Michael 
Carey. “So why aren’t we earning 
wages and benefits on par with 
direct Port Authority subcontrac-
tors like Allied Barton?”

Before the protesters entered 
the headquarters for a sit-down 
in the lobby, Carey said, “They’re 
the security officers who guard 
the airport perimeter and they 
make $17.95 an hour and receive 

employer-paid family healthcare. 
Most of us were making mini-
mum wage until the Port told the 

airlines to give us a raise, but 
there’s a big difference between 
$17.95 and $10.10.”

A spokesman for Aviation 
Safeguard politely refused to 
comment.

Three months ago, Port 
Authority Executive Director 
Patrick Foye told the four major 
airlines using JFK and LaGuar-
dia airports to give workers who 
were making less than $9 per 
hour an immediate $1 raise with 
a phase-in to $10.10. American 
Airlines and Delta Airlines have 
complied and have begun paying 
their workers the new rate. Unit-
ed and JetBlue have refused.

Last week, more than 4,000 
cabin and terminal cleaners, 
baggage handlers and security 
guards turned in cards indicat-
ing they would like to join union 
SEIU 32BJ.

“Equal work deserves equal 
pay,” Carey said. “We demand 
wage and benefit parity now. We 
want Aviation Safeguard, and all 
other airline subcontractors, to 
work with the Port Authority to 
raise standards, including nego-
tiating a fair contract on par with 
Port Authority contracts.”

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

Airport workers stage a short sit-in in the lobby of Aviation Safeguard in Kew Garden. Photo courtesy of SEIU 32BJ

LGA, JFK workers march on corporate
Airport personnel demand fair wages from Aviation Safeguard headquarters in Kew Gardens
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erty owners and residents 
within the BID’s boundar-
ies are still uninformed 
that a BID expansion plan 
is underway and that they 
will be asked to vote on it.”

Taylor said the city De-
partment of Small Business 
Services will decide if the 
BID made enough outreach 
to the property owners, 
businesses and residents 
before they approve .

“Then the plan would 
go to the Interagency Re-
view Board for further 
examination before it gets 
submitted to the City Coun-
cil. It’s a long process.” Tay-
lor said.

The two have been at 
polar opposites since the 
plan was announced last 
year.

After Kirchner dis-
played newspaper articles 
critical of BIDs dating back 
to 1995, Taylor said, “That 

was during the Giuliani ad-
ministration.  So much has 
changed, there’s so much 
more oversight now.”

When Kirchner ques-
tioned the BID taking a 
$500,000 donation from 
the Queens Development 
Group, the group working 
on the Willets Point revi-
talization, Taylor said that 
was brokered by Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst).

That was confirmed 
by a Ferreras spokeswom-
an, who pointed to a bul-
let point in a press release 
from last October.

“QDG will provide 
$500,000 to support busi-
ness along the Roosevelt 
Avenue Commercial Corri-
dor,” it said.

“It was part of the 
Community Benefits ne-
gotiations prior to the Wil-
lets Point vote that was ap-
proved by the City Council,” 
the spokeswoman said.

Taylor said taking 
grants is part of a BID’s 
mission.

“We’re trying to im-
prove the district. If a com-
pany is willing to make a 
donation, of course we’re 
accepting it,” he said.

Kirchner argued the 
BID does not help small 
businesses but real estate 
investors while attracting 
new, wealthier shoppers 
and tourists to the area.

Taylor countered that 
the BID takes on cleanli-
ness, public safety and 
crime, pedestrian safety 
and uninviting public spac-
es all to make a cleaner and 
safer neighborhood.

“This city needs to 
fix these things and we 
serve as an advocate  –– 
the squeaky wheel gets the 
grease,” Taylor said.

It was a point that 
stuck in the minds of some 
of the meeting’s observers.

Small businessman 
Frank Raffaela said, “Most 
of these projects are sup-
posed to be done by the city 
with the taxes we already 
pay. Why do we have to pay 
twice?”

peninsula resident. “They 
stalled all winter.”

But in a sharp contrast 
to Saturday’s gloomy weath-
er, Rockaway resident Phil-
ip McManus sent a photo of 
thousands sprawled out on 
the beach on what felt like 
a summer day Monday and 
said Rockaway Beach  had 
not welcomed such a large 
crowd in years.

A day before Rock-
away Beach opened for 
swimming, new city Parks 
Department Commission-
er Mitchell Silver said he 
would see if the city could 
speed up its three-year 
deadline for repairing the 
roughly 5-mile boardwalk.

Parks said the city has 
repaired 3.5 miles of board-
walk, including a 2.5-mile 
run, which can be used this 
summer.

A maze of wooden 
fences roped off pillars that 
supported the boardwalk 
before Superstorm Sandy 
tore through the beach in 
October 2012. As contrac-
tors replace these stretches 

of boardwalk with a more 
elevated one comprised of 
sand-colored concrete, the 
city said workers are build-
ing a baffle wall designed 
to block sand from pouring 
into the community.

Pipes and red flags also 
close off parts of the beach 
where the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers is dredging up 
sand from the ocean and 
funneling some 3.5 million 
cubic yards back on shore.

The city has taken 
pains to maintain pathways 
to the beach where board-
walk work is ongoing. 

Anderson said the city 
had accommodated the con-
cessionaires, but seemed 
to be stalling on the ame-
nity the community craved 

most: its boardwalk.
“That’s our socializa-

tion in this town. It’s our 
bikes, our carriages, it’s 
the lovers in the evening 
holding hands, it’s really 
our steadfast socializa-
tion,” she said.

Both she and another 
peninsula resident, Jim 
McHugh, pointed out other 
communities have had 
their boardwalks rebuilt 
since Sandy.

“It’s slow. Everything 
is slow. You know Jersey 
and Long Beach got their 
board walk and every-
thing,” said McHugh, who 
exercises on the walkway at 
5:30 a.m. daily. “Of course, 
they don’t have a 5-mile 
boardwalk.”

Continued from Page 1 

Debate
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Beach

Parts of Rockaway Beach are closed off due to boardwalk recon-
struction or sand replenishment work. Photo by Sarina Trangle
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photographed and recorded  
Wills and eight other politi-
cians without their knowl-
edge when they visited her 
Rochdale Village home in 
summer 2012.

 Schneiderman’s office 
did not comment on wheth-
er Wills wore a wire, but it 
released a statement saying 
the attorney general’s pur-
suit of public corruption 
did not focus on southeast 
Queens, where Huntley is 
slated to complete a 366-day 
sentence for embezzling 
public funds, Sen, Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) is prepar-
ing for a trial on charges 
stemming from his alleged 
plot to rig the 2013 may-
oral election and state As-
semblyman William Scar-
borough (D-St. Albans) is 
under investigation for his 
use of vouchers for Albany 
travel expenses.

“Attorney General Sch-
neiderman has prosecuted 
more than 40 individuals 
in public corruption cases 
across the state. He is com-

mitted to rooting out public 
corruption wherever it ex-
ists and will follow the evi-
dence wherever it leads,” 
the statement said.

Wills said Schneider-
man’s team asked him to 
follow in the footsteps of 
former Bronx Assembly-
man Nelson Castro, who 
helped prosecutors indict a 
fellow lawmaker by secret-
ly recording conversations 
for years.

“After the grand jury 
was convened, the attorney 
general’s office told me to 
cooperate and do a Nelson 
Castro, to be specific. And 
they would disband the 
grand jury, send those good 
people home and the pend-
ing indictment would go 
away,” Wills said. “Because 
I refused again the attorney 
general proceeded with his 
side of the story.”

Wills said he was first 
approached by the attorney 
general’s office in late 2011 
or 2012 about wearing a 
wire.

Authorities have been 
eyeing NY 4 Life, the non-
profit headed by Wills since 
at least 2012, when Schnei-

derman and DiNapoli filed 
a joint motion in Manhat-
tan Supreme Court claim-
ing Wills made several 
attempts to obstruct their 
probe into the organiza-
tion’s finances.

Years later, the two an-
nounced Wills had been in-
dicted on charges of swin-
dling $19,000 from a $30,000 
state grant Wills’ former 
boss, Huntley, steered to-
wards NY 4 Life and $11,500 
in public matching funds 
allocated to his 2009 Coun-
cil campaign.

Wills denied the alle-
gations after his arraign-
ment three weeks ago.

Surrounded by posters 
with photos and programs 
from NY 4 Life events cel-
ebrating single parents, 
Wills again reiterated the 
organization’s validity 
Wednesday.

His attorney, Steve 
Zissou, said the attorney 
general had been given an 
accounting of how the state 
grant and matching funds 
were spent “within a few 
hundred dollars of the ex-
act amount.”

Continued from Page 1 

Wills
director of trauma and 
critical care. Jazarevic 
has been given the task of 
setting up the hospital the 
city’s first Level 1 trauma 
center.

This level, accredited 
by the American College 
of Surgeons, means NY-
HQ’s trauma center would 
provide elite and compre-
hensive care of traumatic 
injuries.

“These are all the 
standards we go by,” he 
said. “It minimizes the 
variance of care. Every-
thing should be standard 
so that there is no varia-
tion.”

NYHQ figured Jaza-
revic was the right man 
for the job since he has al-
ready transformed at least 
three other hospitals to 
Level 1 trauma centers.

“It’s a big challenge 
because it’s a big system,” 
he said. “It’s like having an 
airport that lands Cessnas 
and you change it to one 
that lands 747s. There’s an 

upgrade you need to do.”
Jazarevic emigrated 

in 1983 from what was then 
Yugoslavia after complet-
ing medical school. He did 
his residency at Lenkenau 
Medical Center in Penn-
sylvania.

As soon as he received 
his green card, Jazarev-
ic joined the Army as a 
medical officer in 1984. He 
served in a medical and 
combat role on missions in 
Panama, Bosnia, Kosovo 
and Iraq.

From 2003-06, he 

served as the Army’s chief 
medical officer for the 
whole Iraqi medical the-
ater.

He has been able to 
apply what he learned in 
his military experiences 
to civilian hospitals.

“Every time there is a 
major conflict, the experi-
ence has translated into 
the civilian theater,” he 
said.

Emergency medical 
services and surgeons 
have been able to learn 
mass casualty manage-
ment for times that catas-
trophes hit based on what 
medical professionals 
have learned in the mili-
tary field, Jazaveric said.

Since he retired from 
the Army in 2010, Jazarev-
ic has served as attending 
surgeon at Jupiter Medi-
cal Center in Jupiter, Fla. 
and as chairman of the 
Department of Surgery at 
Lawnwood Medical Cen-
ter in Ft. Pierce, Fla.

His goal for NYHQ is 
to transform the hospital 
into the region’s leader in 
mass casualty manage-
ment and trauma care.

Continued from Page 1 

Jazarevic

Dr. Slobodan Jazarevic 
joins New York Hospital 
Queens as its new di-
rector of trauma care. 
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