
BY ALEX ROBINSON

The first part of the 
$125 million One Fulton 
Square development has 
opened in downtown Flush-
ing.

Hyatt Place, a 168-room 
hotel, opened its doors last 

week and joined a grow-
ing number of hotels in the 
neighborhood.

“Flushing continues 
to undergo an incredible 
transformation and thrive 
economically and we are 
excited to add to the com-
munity’s momentum by 
teaming up with Hyatt 

Place brand,” the owner of 
the hotel, Jennifer Chiu, 
said.

The hotel is the bor-
ough’s first Hyatt and is 
part of a two-tower, 12-sto-
ry multiuse complex, at the 
corner of Prince Street and 
39th Avenue.
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BY JUAN SOTO

Last year José, a longtime 
Woodside resident, stood before 
an immigration court in Manhat-
tan.

Wearing an orange jumpsuit, 
the 57-year-old Dominican father 
was facing deportation because of 
a minor drug offense committed 
27 years earlier.

He ended up in the Varick 

Street courtroom in Lower Man-
hattan after being arrested be-
cause of an alleged altercation 
with his landlord. He was cleared 
of all charges in criminal court, 
but was immediately taken into 

custody by federal authorities.
“When the judge let me go, 

that case from 27 years ago came 
up,” said José, a permanent resi-
dent since 1984, who asked that 
his last name not be published. 
“I ended up in an immigration 
detention center,” he added in 
Spanish.

José was one of the first in-
dividuals who benefited from a 
public defender program for indi-
gent immigrants. With the help of 
his lawyer, he was able to remain 
in the country. His case is now 
closed. 

Known as the New York Im-
migrant Family Unity Project, the 
initiative has provided legal rep-
resentation to about 190 clients so 
far. The pilot program has been in 
operation since November, but its 
$500,000 initial budget, financed 
by the city, ran out last month.

To keep on assisting people 
like José, the project’s propo-
nents are asking for $5.3 million 
in public funding to provide free 
legal services for more than 1,600 
poor immigrants facing deporta-
tion every year in the New York 
City area.

Agra Rodriguez walks alongside Carolina Campos on 37th Avenue during the annual Queens Pride Parade. See 
story on Page 3 Photo by Christina Santucci

MARCHING WITH PRIDE

BY BILL PARRY

Artists in Sunnyside and 
Long Island City are celebrating 
the recent opening of a mammoth 
supply store, at 34-09 Queens 
Blvd.

Artist & Craftsman Supply 
opened in a 10,000-square-foot 
industrial space, which used to 
house a Bryers Ice Cream factory, 
in April and it is beginning to see 
a growing stream of customers.

Artist & Craftsman fills the 
void left by the shuttering of Pearl 
Paint, the legendary art supply 
store on Canal Street that closed 
in April. Pearl Paint supplied gen-
erations of artists citywide in its 
nearly eight decades in TriBeCa.

“We’ve been trying to spread 
the word that we’re here,” manag-
er Austin Yerrick said. “The LIC 
Arts Open was a great opportuni-
ty for us to let the pros know we’re 
here and now we’re starting to do 
outreach with the Sunnyside Art-
ists group.”

Two artists who work at the 
employee-owned company  ap-

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio has rejected the possi-
bility of bringing the 2024 Summer Olympics to 
western Queens.

At a Queens Village news conference last 
Friday, the mayor made it clear that New York 

Mayor rejects 2024 Olympics

since city has bigger priorities

The new Hyatt hotel opens at One 
Fulton Place in Flushing. 

Rendering courtesy Hyatt Place Flushing

Huge art store
opens in Queens 
to replace Pearl

Immigrant defense project broke
Advocates ask city for $500K to provide free legal aid in deportation cases

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 9

 Hyatt rolls out Flushing hotel
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$20 OFF COUPON
On in-stock wallpaper. Minimum purchase of $100. 

May not be combined with any other offers. Expires 6/29/14.

THOUSANDS 
OF ROLLS 
IN STOCK!

30%–60%

OFF
Special Orders

NOW IS THE 
TIME TO BUY!

HunterDouglas
BLINDS

$10000 OFF
EACH BLIND REBATE

EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
ON ALL BLINDS 

FOR HURRICANE VICTIMS

631-847-0276 1815 Route 110, Farmingdale (behind Roma Furniture)

Open Mon–Fri 10–6, Thurs 10–7, Sat 10–5 & Sun 11–5

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!
New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

560 Northern Blvd., Great Neck
516-726-1771

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Nineteen members of 

the storied Junior ROTC 
program at Francis Lewis 
High School embarked on 
the trip of a lifetime this 
week as they headed to 
Europe to participate in 
the anniversary celebra-
tion of D-Day, the same 
week that City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) launched a fight to 
remove the programs from 
schools.

The group of students 
and their leaders left from 
their Fresh Meadows school 
Tuesday for the weeklong 
trip to Normandy, France, 
where they will take part 
in several activities to 
mark the 70th anniversary 
of Allied troops storming 
Omaha Beach on June 6, 
1944, a historic event that 
eventually led to the end of 
World War II.

The JROTC was in-
vited to what will be the 
20-year-old program’s first 
international trip in Janu-
ary 2013 by the committee 
planning the celebration, 
which asked the group to 
join and perform during 
one of the day’s ceremo-
nies.

“They wanted JROTC 
programs that had a good 
reputation, and Francis 
Lewis has one of the best,” 
said Al Lahood, senior 
U.S. Army instructor of 
the JROTC. “We have a na-
tional reputation as one of 
the largest, if not the larg-
est, ROTC battalions in the 
country. These kids aren’t 
just representing Francis 
Lewis but New York and 
America as well.”

In comments earlier 
this week, Dromm said 
he has a “philosophical 
problem” with JROTC pro-
grams because he believes 
they are recruiting young 
students for a war machine, 
but those involved in the 
program at Francis Lewis 
said there is a different 
meaning behind it. Lahood 
said the program’s mission 
is to develop good citizens 
and people who contribute 

to the greater good.
He also said the 

JROTC students frequently 
do very well in athletic and 
academic competitions.

Once the idea for this 
month’s trip was approved 
by the administration, La-
hood began selecting stu-
dents from the more than 
900 involved in the pro-
gram and eventually chose 
the 19 sophomores, juniors 
and seniors he wanted to 
take with him to represent 
the school during the cer-
emonies.

He said the students 
were so excited and dedicat-
ed to the trip that the four 
seniors who were chosen 
agreed to go despite having 
to miss one of the most im-
portant events of their high 
school careers: the prom.

While abroad, the stu-
dents have a packed sched-
ule of sightseeing and ac-
tivities to help them take in 
the culture and history of 
the place they will be stay-
ing for a week.

The group was set to 
tour  the village of Hon-
fleur near the beaches of 
Normandy before the anni-
versary ceremonies began 
Thursday, when Lahood 
said the students would 
start by performing in a 
musical salute at the Amer-
ican cemetery before tak-
ing part in what he called 
“the real big event” the 
next day.

“June 6 is when we’ll 
march in the liberation 
parade” Lahood said, “and 

from what I hear there will 
be quite a few heads of state 
there.”

Lahood said the stu-
dents worked hard to prac-
tice their routine in time 
to perfect it for their per-
formance this week while 
also helping to raise the 
nearly $70,000 the school 
needed to send them on the 
trip. Through fund-raising 
events and donations from 
community members and 
organizations, Lahood said 
the program was able to 
gather all the money in the 
nick of time.

The 19 students will 
each be keeping a journal of 
their day-to-day experienc-
es while in France and will 
then put together a scrap-
book of memories from 
their trip. Lahood said he 
knows the trip will be one 
of the best opportunities 
the students will ever have, 
but more than anything he 
hopes they see it as a learn-
ing experience.

“What I hope they take 
away from it is a sense of 
the selflessness that Ameri-
can service members have,” 
he said. “This experience 
will help them see that it’s 
not just talk and that there 
are people out there who 
do things for others even 
though it costs them dearly. 
These are the greatest kids 
you could possibly hope to 
have and I know they’re 
all going to grow up and do 
wonderful things for their 
community and their coun-
try.”

Students from the JROTC program at Francis Lewis High School in 
Fresh Meadows left this week for a 7-day trip to France to partici-
pate in ceremonies marking of the 70th anniversary of D-Day in 
Normandy. Photo by Christina Santucci

Francis Lewis JROTC Group
fl ies to Normandy for D-Day
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
With less than two 

weeks left in the legisla-
tive session, lawmakers 
have been working to get 
through an impasse on du-
eling Queens Library re-
form bills.

Following allegations 
of fiscal mismanagement at 
Queens Library and revela-
tions the nonprofit’s chief 
executive officer, Thomas 
Galante, makes a $392,000 
salary, Borough President 
Melinda Katz sat down with 
state Assemblyman Jeffri-
on Aubry (D-Elmhurst) to 
draft a bill to make the non-
profit more transparent.

They then reached out 
to state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) to spon-
sor a sister bill in the Sen-
ate.

At the same time, Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) , 
who joined the Independent 
Democratic Conference 
in February, said he was 

working on his own bill, 
which he introduced sev-
eral weeks after Gianaris 
introduced his.

While both senators 
were drawing up their 
bills, Gianaris’ office con-
tacted Avella’s counsel ask-
ing for support on the legis-
lation, but the IDC senator 
turned them down because 
he said their bill did not go 
far enough.

“It’s one step above 
feel-good legislation,” Avel-
la said in an interview. “It’s 
nice. It makes you feel good, 
but it really doesn’t go far 
enough. So I introduced my 
bill, which is much more 
substantial.”

Both bills would re-
form the library’s board 
of trustees, imposing new 
term limits and rules for 
removing board members. 
The board recently came 
under fire for voting down 
a motion that would open 
the nonprofit’s books to 
an audit by city Comptrol-

ler Scott Stringer’s office. 
The board also met heavy 
criticism when it failed to 
oust Galante in a 9-9 vote in 
April.

Both pieces of legis-
lation would also include 
limitations on outside work 

Queens Library executives 
could do, create conflict of 
interest rules and require 
executive personnel to sub-
mit financial disclosures.

Aubry has also made 
amendments to include 
two parts of Avella’s bill, 

which would make Queens 
Library subject to Freedom 
of Information Laws and 
would require the nonprof-
it to hold annual budget 
hearings.

For Avella, the amend-
ments Aubry made still did 

not go far enough, as the 
IDC senator wants all three 
of the city’s library systems 
to be subject to Freedom of 
Information laws and city 
Conflict of Interest rules.

“We think it’s easier 
to pass our bill because 
our bill impacts only the 
Queens public library sys-
tem,” Aubry said. “Tony’s 
bill impacts all of the li-
brary systems, so he would 
need to get delegations from 
all the boroughs affected to 
agree to his bill.”

Avella’s legislation 
would also reduce the num-
ber of board members to 
11 at the Queens Library 
and would require all 
new board members  to be 
named as of Jan. 1 of next 
year. It would also require 
a public accountant, a 
community board district 
leader, a community board 
chairman and two librar-
ians to sit on the board of 
trustees.

State Sen. Tony Avella (r.) pushes for his bill to reform the Queens Library, which has come under 
scrutiny since revelations the nonprofit’s CEO Thomas Galante makes a $392,000 salary. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Electeds vie to pass Queens Library reform
State lawmakers hope to clear gridlock of competing bills to better oversee nonprofi t’s activities

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
did something none of his 
predecessors had ever done 
Sunday when he marched 
in the Queens Pride Pa-
rade.

“It is the second largest 
pride parade in the city, but 
its spirit is tied for first,” 
the mayor told parade-goers 
in Jackson Heights. “I want 
you to know this parade is 
a celebration of life. It’s a 
celebration of diversity and 
inclusion and strength in 
this city.”

A crowd of thousands 
made its way to 37th Ave-
nue for the annual celebra-
tion despite a No. 7 train 
shutdown, which closed 
down service from Times 
Square to the Roosevelt 
Avenue-74th Street station 
for repair work.

Booming music per-
meated the air as dancers, 
elected officials and drag 
queens strutted down the 
parade route.

De Blasio praised the 

borough’s gay community 
as instrumental in starting 
the movement that has led 
to marriage equality in 19 
states.

“Because of your ef-

forts, equality is spreading 
like wildfire across this 
country and we are living 
up to the ideals of this coun-
try and that is something to 
celebrate,” de Blasio said.

Walde Mar and Milton 
Nugra, a gay couple who 
are planning to get married 
in July, watched the parade 
from the sidewalk. The two 
traveled all the way from 
Connecticut to behold the 
colorful spectacle.

“We are here to have 
fun and be proud,” Mar 
said. “We deserve to have 
equality.”

City Council Majority 
Leader Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), who served 
as one of the grand mar-
shals of the parade, along 
with other members of the 
Council’s LGBT Caucus, 
said he found it shocking 
that in 22 years of the pa-
rade’s existence no other 

mayor had marched.
“I love Bill de Blasio 

for showing every day that 
his commitment for equal-
ity for the LGBT communi-
ty is something that’s deep 
in his heart,” Van Bramer 
said. “To have a mayor of 
the city of New York so pub-
licly and visibly support 
our equality is really heart-
warming and powerful in 
the message that it sends.”

Marchers stopped 
briefly at 74th Street to ob-
serve a moment of silence 
for Julio Rivera, a gay man 
who was murdered at the 
street corner in 1990.

Parade-goers also re-
membered Flushing resi-
dent Jeanne Manford, the 
parade’s first grand mar-
shal in 1993, who died last 
year.

Manford is considered 
a pioneer in the American 
gay rights movement as 

she was the first mother to 
march in the city’s pride 
parade with her gay son in 
1972. She also founded an 
organization called Par-
ents, Friends and Family of 
Lesbians and Gays, which 
now has more than 200,000 
members worldwide.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), who 
marched in the parade, in-
troduced a resolution in the 
House of Representatives 
Monday honoring Man-
ford’s life and work.

“Jeanne’s uncondi-
tional love helped change 
the hearts and minds of so 
many people in Queens and 
throughout the city of New 
York,” Crowley said. “She 
leaves behind an incredible 
legacy of courage and hu-
manity and today we live in 
a more just society because 
of her work.”

De Blasio fi rst mayor to march in Queens Pride Parade

Participants cheer as they walk with the AIDs Center of Queens. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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Almost 
NJ Star Productions  

PROUDLY PRESENTS

Need Help Filing An Insurance Claim?

ALLOW EXPERIENCED CLAIMS ADJUSTERS TO RECOUP WHAT YOU ARE ENTITLED TO!

We pledge to protect you from insurance companies  
who want to avoid paying all the money you are owed.

ANM Claims offers complete insurance claim 

processing, comprehensive forensic examinations, 

construction/emergency repairs, and evaluation of 

insurance coverage.

CALL NOW TO FILE A CLAIM!
516.218.3999

ANM Clai

processing, 

construction

insurance co
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BY BILL PARRY

With the start of the 
World Cup Finals set to be-
gin in less than two weeks 
in Brazil, one Corona res-
taurant is set to capitalize 
on the fervor sure to sweep 
the overwhelmingly His-
panic neighborhood.

Fans of Mexico and 
eight other nations from 
South and Central America 
will find a haven at Cucino 
a Modo Mio, a Calabrian 
Italian restaurant, at 51-01 
108th St.

Owner Gregorio 
Gigliotti has transformed 
an outdoor beer garden 
into the “Cucino Piazza” 
with a dozen tables, a bar 
and a big-screen TV that 
will show all of the matches 
during the tournament, not 
just his beloved Azzurri, 

the Italian national squad.
“Ecuador, Chile, Uru-

guay, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Honduras and Mexi-
co — we’ll have them all,” 
Gigliotti said. “And don’t 
forget Argentina and the 
host Brazil, they’re are 
powerhouses.”

Cucino a Modo Mio is 
one block from the soccer 
fields of Flushing Meadow 
Corona Park.

“They’ll play their 
matches in the morning 
and be here in time for 
kick-off every day to enjoy 
a good meal. Everything is 
custom-made food from Ca-
labria,” Gigliotti said. “We 
make our own bread, we 
make our own wine, 5,000 
liters a year, both Merlot 
and Cabernet Savignon, 
even our ricotta is from 
the sheep in Calabria. You 

can’t get that anywhere but 
here.”

The other item that 
Gigliotti offers up is old-
world charm.

“We believe greatly in 
hospitality, we love it, it’s in 
our blood,” he said. “Every-
body that comes here and 
eats, they always come back. 
They love my food.”

Gigliotti has watched 
the Hispanic influence in 
Corona grow since he opened 
in 1999, while the numbers 
of Italians dwindled.

“They all retired and 
moved away to Florida 
and North Carolina,” he 
said. “But they’re all com-
ing back here to watch the 
World Cup. Each table is 
already booked for Italy 
vs. England, They’re all 
coming back to watch with 
me.”

Corona restaurant turns
into haven for World Cup

Gregorio Gigliotti stands in the middle of the outdoor space dedicated to the World Cup at Cucino a 
Modo Mio. Photo by Bill Parry

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

BY BILL PARRY

Administrators of 
Queens Community House 
still face logistical night-
mares after their main 
headquarters in Jackson 
Heights was destroyed in 
a massive five-alarm blaze 
April 21.

More than 50 business-
es and Plaza College were 
forced from the Bruson 
Building, at 74-09 37th Ave., 
to find new spaces around 
the borough.

This posed an enor-
mous challenge for the 
40-year-old, multi-service 
nonprofit, which provides 
community-based pro-
grams in 23 locations in 11 
central Queens neighbor-
hoods.

“The most immediate 
challenge was getting our 
programs up and running,” 
Chief Strategy Officer Den-
nis Redmon said. “We 
were able to put our Eng-
lish classes for immigrant 

adults at the Sunnyside 
Community Center. That 
was tricky because those 
classes are from 9 a.m. to 
10 at night, and our Gay Se-
nior Center is running out 
of Kew Gardens, but only 
for two days a week.”

The Queens Com-
munity House staff of 350 
full- and part-time work-
ers are also dispersed as 
well. Several perform com-
munity outreach on the 
public plaza at 75th Street, 
informing clients where 
their programs have been 
re-located.

“Hopefully, we can get 
everything back under one 
roof, hopefully in Jackson 
Heights, but we’ll look at 
Elmhurst and Woodside, 
certainly something along 
the No. 7 subway line,” Red-
mon said.

For that the Queens 
Community House will 
need funding.

“There was a wave of 
empathy following the fire 

and the community was 
great, but we needed to 
mount a more expansive ef-
fort,” Redmon said.

Two weeks ago, Queens 
Community House began a 
peer-to-peer, online fund-
ing campaign using social 
media.

“It’s called the Phoe-
nix campaign, rising from 
the ashes,” Redmon said. 

“We started getting dona-
tions from California and 
as far away as Milan. We’ll 
run Phoenix until June 16 
and then we’ll see where we 
are.”

Meanwhile, Plaza Col-
lege is preparing to open its 
new Forest Hills campus 
in July after the Bruson 
fire forced its relocation. 
Nearly 200 seniors will be 

offered an accelerated sum-
mer session to make up for 
time lost, forcing the delay 
of their graduation.

The summer session is 
optional, but the students 
will be encouraged to at-
tend.

“Our students have 
very demanding schedules 
that include making time 
for family, work and other 
responsibilities,” spokes-
woman Brittany Travis 
said. “We believe that ask-
ing students to decide on 
a program that does not 
necessarily meet their im-
mediate time frame can be 
extremely challenging.”

Travis added that they 
will not know how big the 
graduating class will be un-
til the seniors register later 
this month.

The nearly 100-year-
old college had planned 
to move its campus to the 
17-story Forest Hills Tower, 
at 118-35 Queens Blvd., in 
September. Plaza College 

was able to accelerate the 
move due to the coopera-
tion of the building’s owner 
Muss Development LLC. 

“We are grateful for 
the overwhelming support 
and dedication from the 
Muss organization,” Tra-
vis said. “In addition to 
co-locating our faculty and 
administration, they are 
vigorously working on ac-
celerating the build out.”

Travis added that the 
transition was surprisingly 
smooth, thanks to the staff, 
students and implementa-
tion of a disaster recovery 
plan.

“The college’s com-
munication and computing 
structural backbone was 
actually revived at approxi-
mately 60 percent capacity 
within four days,” she said.

Throughout the ordeal 
since the Bruson fire in 
April, only one student out 
of 700 has withdrawn from 
the school.

Queens Community House and Plaza College are still struggling 
after a five-alarm fire in Jackson Heights.

Plaza College, non-profi t scramble after blaze
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Phil Gim is running 

for state Assembly again.
The Flushing Republi-

can kicked off his campaign 
to challenge Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) on 
Memorial Day weekend.

“I’m stepping forward 
to run for the As-
sembly to fight to 
make New York a 
better place,” Gim 
said. “Together 
we can build a 
better New York, one com-
munity at a time.”

He ran in 2012 for the 
open seat in Assembly Dis-
trict 40, which covers Flush-
ing as well as Murray Hill 
and had been left vacant by 
Grace Meng’s ascension to 
Congress. He lost to Kim in 
a landslide.

Kim took 67 percent 
of the vote to become the 
first Korean American to 

be elected to the state Leg-
islature.

Gim likes his chances 
this time around as he 
thinks the 2012 presidential 
campaign mobilized large 
numbers of Democrats to 
turn out to the polls.

“This time, being not 
a presidential election 

year, the numbers 
would be a little 
different,” he said 
in an interview.

Gim said his 
top priorities are 

education and economic 
issues such as tackling 
Queens’ rising cost of liv-
ing and cutting red tape on 
small businesses.

“So many small busi-
nesses have not recovered 
[from the downturn]. Taxes 
and regulations are stop-
ping them from being as 
successful as they can be,” 
he said.

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Weeks after allega-

tions surfaced that the city 
was not upholding hiring 
rules at Queens Gateway to 
Health Sciences, teachers 
at a Flushing school super-
vised by the same superin-
tendant said they are facing 
similar problems.

Queens Academy High 
School teachers and parents 
said the city Department of 
Education has let a 90-day 
cap to hire a new principal 
go by without any indica-
tion of whether or when the 
so-called C-30 process used 
to hire principals and assis-
tant principals will begin.

The school’s last prin-
cipal, Beverly Short, retired 
at the end of January and 
the request for applicants 
to replace her was posted 
on the DOE’s website Feb. 
18.

Under C-30 rules, the 
superintendent or princi-
pal acts as hiring manager, 
depending on whether a 
principal or assistant prin-
cipal is being hired. After 
a position is posted on the 
DOE’s website, the hiring 
manager is required to 
present the best three to 
five candidates to the C-30 
committee, which is made 
up of teachers, parents and 
students from the School’s 
Leadership Team.

The committee will 
then rank the applicants 
and make a recommenda-

tion to the hiring manager, 
who will make the final de-
cision.

The process, meant to 
give students, teachers and 
parents a say in selecting 
school administrators, nev-
er started, members of the 
school’s Leadership Team 
said.

“The SLT has not 
heard a single word,” said 
Jenny Squires, an English 
teacher who has taught at 
the school for more than 20 
years and serves as its the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers chapter leader.

The school’s superin-
tendent, Juan Mendez, also 
supervises Queens Gate-
way to Health Sciences, 

at 160-20 Goethals Ave. in 
Hollis Hills , where parents, 
teachers and students be-
lieved the C-30 process was 
skirted in 2012 to benefit 
an acting principal at the 
school.

In March, Queens 
Academy’s interim acting 
principal, Vasilios Mano-
lios, a candidate for the 
principal position and who 
was previously an assistant 
principal at the school, sent 
an e-mail to Squires, who 
serves as the SLT’s secre-
tary, that he was going to 
organize the orientation 
for the start of the C-30 pro-
cess.

Knowing Manolios 
should have been barred 

from being involved in the 
process because he was an 
applicant, Squires contact-
ed the DOE to prevent him 
from proceeding.

“We found it strange 
because the person who 
was applying for that job 
shouldn’t have that kind 
of information,” said Alex-
andra Joseph, a guidance 
counselor, who is the chair-
woman of the SLT and also 
received the e-mail from 
Manolios. “It isn’t fair to 
other candidates.”

Manolios, who refused 
to comment for this story, 
did not go through with 
organizing the orientation 
after Squires contacted the 
DOE.

Flushing Republican Phil Gim (l.) announces his 2014 bid to chal-
lenge state Assemblyman Ron Kim in District 40.

Teachers and parents allege the city Department of Education has not upheld hiring rules at Queens 
Academy. Photo by Christina Santucci

Gim challenges 
Kim in rematch

Teachers slam hiring halt
Queens Academy operating without permanent principal since January
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

BY BILL PARRY

A boisterous crowd of 
nearly 250 Long Island City 
residents, many of them 
schoolchildren, gathered at 
the corner of Center Bou-
levard and 48th Avenue to 
demand traffic calming 
measures from the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion last Friday.

For two years, the 
agency has denied repeat-
ed requests for stop signs, 
crosswalks or speed bumps 
on a dangerous stretch of 
road that runs beside the 
luxury high-rise apart-
ment buildings and the 
waterfront parks along the 
East River.

“Too often drivers 
treat Center Boulevard as 
a speedway,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “For years 

the DOT has denied the com-
munity’s requests to have 
pedestrian safety measures 
installed along this grow-

ing residential street. Our 
concerns cannot continue to 
be ignored. Now is the time 
to act. We cannot wait until 

someone is killed or serious-
ly injured.”

According to recent 
NYPD Motor Vehicle Colli-

sion Reports, Center Bou-
levard experienced five 
serious vehicular colli-
sions during the first four 
months of the year.

“The DOT needs to 
get their heads our of their 
manholes,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “One look around 
this neighborhood and any-
one can see the growth re-
flected by the many people 
moving here to raise their 
families. Nothing is more 
important than protecting 
our kids, and that job is not 
done until they can get to 
and from school safely.”

Center Boulevard 
fronts an elementary 
school, a high school and 
two athletic fields and is 
the access to Gantry Plaza 
State Park and the new 
Hunters Point South Park.

“People like to compare 

us to Battery Park City, but 
you can’t go one block down 
there without hitting a stop 
sign,” Parent-Teacher As-
sociation Co-Vice president 
Cara Lamberg said. “For 
more than 10 years PS/IS 
78 has been positioned on 
a road that has no visible 
markings that indicate to 
traffic that a school actu-
ally exists here. We need 
action from the DOT now 
before a child or a pedes-
trian gets killed.”

In a symbol of resolve 
by the crowd, they hoisted a 
homemade stop sign while 
dozens of the schoolchil-
dren used colored chalk to 
draw their own crosswalk 
on Center Boulevard.

Van Bramer hopes 
the rally will influence the 
DOT when it conducts an-
other study later this sum-
mer.

Hundreds rally in Long Island City for traffic calming measures on Center Boulevard. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Hundreds stage protest over LIC speedway 
Residents call on DOT to make Center Boulevard safer for child pedestrians after repeated requests
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plied and were accepted to 
compete in the group’s sev-
enth annual Fine Art Fair 
June 15, at Queen of Angels 
Church.

“We are pleased to 
have two of their artists 
in our show,” Sunnyside 
Artists President Manny 
Gomez said. “Our artists 
are selected by a blind jury, 
so you know they are tal-
ented folks.”

The store is part of a 
chain with 20 locations in 
13 states. It is the third of 
four sites in New York City, 
including Williamsburg, 
Park Slope and Harlem.

“The owner chooses 
areas for the ratio of artists 
and they know where their 
customers are,” Yerrick 
said. “In addition to the art-
ists communities, LaGuar-
dia Community College is 
sending students and teach-
ers here.”

The stores meet all the 
needs of painters, sculptors 
and printmakers. Craft en-
thusiasts will also find sup-

plies and there are plenty of 
items for children.

“I confess I go there 
not just for the amazing 
art supplies and handmade 
paper, but also for the art 
cards and retro gifts for 
sale up front,” Sunnyside 
Artists founder Pat Dorf-
man said. “Be careful if you 
start checking it out, you 
will be going home with a 
hyena mask you suddenly 
had to have.”

Dorfman’s group is 
determined to make Art-
ists & Craftsman Supply a 
permanent fixture in the 
neighborhood.

“We need people to 
shop there,” Dorfman said. 
“As artists, we need that 
store to do well so we can 
have it there.”

Mary Caulfield, whose 
embroidered pack of un-
filtered Camels won a spot 
among 30 works at the “My 
Father” exhibit at the Cop-
per Kettle, running June 
17 through July 22, said, 
“This art store is in walk-
ing or biking distance for 
area artists, it’s a great ad-
dition to local resources.”

Developers F&T Group 
broke ground on the One 
Fulton Square project in 
2011. The property includes 
retail, office and residen-
tial portions, which are 
scheduled to open in phases 
by the end of the year. The 
project’s 43 market rate 
condos have all been sold, 
said F&T Group President 
Michael Meyer.

“New York is red hot. 
Flushing is red hot and I 
think our hotel will be a 
leader in the market,” Mey-
er said.

F&T Group has built 
at least seven projects in 
downtown Flushing, in-
cluding One Fulton Square, 
and has taken an active role 
in an initiative to revitalize 
the neighborhood.

After years of delays, 
F&T Group is on the cusp of 
breaking ground on their 
ambitious Flushing Com-
mons project, which will 
cost $850 million, and will 
include residential, retail 
and commercial space. It 

will also provide downtown 
Flushing with a 1.5-acre 
park, a 62,000-square-foot 
YMCA and 1,600 parking 
spaces.

The new Hyatt boasts 
two fully equipped gyms, 
which will be open 24 hours 
a day; a yoga studio; and a 
rooftop swimming pool. It 
will also have approximate-
ly 1,000 square feet of meet-
ing space.

“Hyatt Place Flush-
ing is centrally located in 
the heart of one of the most 
dynamic neighborhoods in 
New York City, and we’re 

looking forward to creating 
a positive experience for 
each and every guest that 
walks through our doors,” 
the general manager of the 
hotel, Tony Schatz, said.

A spokeswoman for 
the hotel said that since the 
grand opening May 29,  the 
new hotel has sold out on a 
number of nights and is ex-
pected to be fully booked on 
its second weekend.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Art

Continued from Page 1 

Hotel

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

www.Timesledger.com

The hotel has two 24/7 gyms and approximately 1,000 square feet 
of meeting space. Photo courtesy Hyatt Place Flushing

A new art supply emporium opens in Sunnyside in an old Breyers 
ice cream factory. Photo by Bill Parry
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Advocates of the plan, 
however, would settle for a 
little under $3 million, as 
it appears in the proposed 
City Council budget. This 
amount is sufficient to pro-
vide legal counsel to 900 
defendants at the Varick 
Street court every year.

Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), one of the first 
supporters of the program, 
said the Council will allo-
cate $500,000 at minimum 
to keep the program roll-
ing, at least partially.

“I can’t say what is go-
ing to happen, but this is a 
top priority,” he said. “The 
budget has to have at least 
$500,000 for this.”

The organizations 
that came together to start 
the pilot program included 
the Vera Institute of Jus-
tice, Cardozo School of 
Law, Make the Road, the 
Center for Popular Democ-
racy, Northern Manhattan 
Coalition for Immigrant 
Rights, Bronx Defenders 

and Brooklyn Defenders 
Services.

Ruben Loyo, from the 
Brooklyn Defenders Ser-
vices, is José’s lawyer. For-
tunately, Loyo was with the 
Woodside neighbor basi-
cally since Day One of his 
deportation proceedings.

“The existence of 
counsel is crucial,” he said. 
“When you don’t have sup-
port, it’s very difficult to 
put on your defense. This 
program allows us to ad-
dress theses injustices.”

So far, 27 percent of 
the clients of the New York 
Immigrant Family Unity 
Project have been released 
from detention, compared 
to only 5 percent of the de-
tainees who face the court 
hearings without legal rep-
resentation.

Although most of the 
cases are still pending, 
at least seven defendants, 
including José, have won 
their cases and remain in 
the United States.

This pilot program 
was a result of the findings 
of a two-year study led by 
Judge Robert Katzmann, of 
the Second Circuit Court of 

Appeals. The report found 
that 60 percent of immi-
grants detained had no 
counsel during their court 
proceedings.

“If people can’t af-
ford an attorney, they face 
deportation alone,” said 
Andrea Saenz, a clinical 
teaching fellow at the Ben-
jamin Cardozo School of 
Law. “That’s just not fair. 
We have to prevent unnec-
essary deportations.”

Daniel Coates, from 
Make the Road, a Jackson 
Heights-based group that 
works with immigrants, 
said the New York Immi-
grant Family Unity Pro-
gram has been a success.

“The program has 
proven itself very useful,” 
he said. Coates pointed out 
that lawyers were able to 
cut the amount of time that 
foreign-born New Yorkers 
are held in detention.

He hopes the city will 
continue funding for the 
initiative.

“This is an investment 
that it sense and it shows 
what the city government 
is for,” he said.

Continued from Page 1 

Deportation
City does not need the 
Olympics and there are 
greater priorities facing 
his administration.

“I think everyone’s 
noticed that we are run-
ning a very vigorous 
agenda here,” de Blasio 
said. “Over the years I’ve 
talked to a lot of people in 
a lot of cities that took on 
these very big obligations, 
and gotten a sense of how 
it can pull away from a lot 
of the other things you’re 
trying to do.”

Last month the may-
or said he would consider 
bidding for the Summer 
Games after Dan Doctoroff 
approached Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo with an elaborate 
plan to transform the Sun-
nyside Rail Yards into a 
site for the Olympics.

A former deputy 
mayor in the Bloomberg 
administration, Doctoroff 
was the brains behind the 
effort to bring the 2012 
games to New York, which 
went to London instead.

The Doctoroff plan, 
as detailed in The Finan-
cial Times May 13, would 
build an enormous deck 
over the 167 acres of the 
Sunnyside  Rail Yard that 
would support an Olympic 
stadium and tens of thou-
sands of housing units.

Doctoroff, now 
the chief executive at 
Bloomberg LP, said 
through a representative 
that he would have have 
no comment at this time.

But the mayor 
changed course and ex-
pounded on why he put the 
brakes on the discussions, 

citing cost overruns and 
unintended consequences.

“New York City by 
definition is an incred-
ibly sophisticated place,” 
he said. “I know if we take 
on anything we’ll get the 
job done, but I think parts 
of the world that are most 
desirous of having the 
Olympics are those that 
are either trying to brand 
themselves and get known 
or — how do I say this 
gently? — rebrand them-
selves. Not that President 
Putin needed to rebrand 
himself, for example.”

Continued from Page 1 

Olympics

Mayor de Blasio puts the brakes on a plan to deck the Sunnyside 
Rail Yard to support an Olympic Stadium and Village.
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