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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio has re-
jected the possibility of bringing 
the 2024 Summer Olympics to 
western Queens.

At a Queens Village news 
conference last Friday, the mayor 
made it clear that New York City 
does not need the Olympics and 
there are greater priorities facing 
his administration.

“I think everyone’s noticed 
that we are running a very vigor-
ous agenda here,” de Blasio said. 
“Over the years I’ve talked to a lot 
of people in a lot of cities that took 
on these very big obligations, and 
gotten a sense of how it can pull 
away from a lot of the other things 
you’re trying to do.”

Last month the mayor said 
he would consider bidding for the 
Summer Games after Dan Doc-
toroff approached Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo with an elaborate plan to 

Continued on Page 50

BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis), former Bayside City 
Councilman Daniel Halloran, and 
Queens Republican Party Ex-Vice 
President Vincent Tabone went 
on trial in federal court Wednes-
day with prosecutors calling the 
high-profile case a cautionary 
tale about “the corruption of an 
election.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Douglas Bloom said Smith sought 
to buy Republican leaders’ sup-

port he would need to run on the 
GOP line in the city’s 2013 may-
oral election because he believed 
this would help him avoid a pri-
mary and mount a more viable 
campaign.

As a registered Democrat, 
Smith needed three county GOP 
leaders to sign a certificate called 
a Wilson-Pakula authorizing him 
to run as a Republican.

Prosecutors allege that 
Smith funneled roughly $500,000 
in state transportation funding to 

Continued on Page 50
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MARCHING WITH PRIDE
Joseph Villane stops to dance on 37th Avenue during the annual 
Queens Pride Parade. See coverage on Pages 9, 24, 26. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A day after a 39-year-
old Glover Cleveland High 
School physical education 
teacher was arraigned on 
charges of engaging in a 
sexual relationship with a 
16-year-old male student, 
the Queens DA said she re-
turned to Queens Criminal 
Court Wednesday on simi-
lar charges involving a sec-
ond student.

Joy Morsi, 39, of Mas-
sapequa, L.I., was arrested 
Monday and arraigned 
Tuesday on charges of 
third-degree rape, criminal 
sexual act and endanger-
ing the welfare of a child, 
according to the criminal 
complaint. 

Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
she was arraigned again 
Wednesday on charges of 
third-degree criminal sex-
ual act and endangering 
the welfare of a child in the 
case of another 16-year-old 

boy.  The judge ordered her 
to post $25,000 in bail on 
each case, which she made.

“These are serious ac-
cusations in which a school-
teacher – who should serve 
as a role model to students 
– is instead accused of us-
ing her position to gain ac-
cess to children for her own 
gratification,” Brown said 
in a statement.

The New York Post re-
ported Morsi felt snubbed 
that the first student she is 
suspected of having sexual 
relations with had plans to 
take a date to the prom and 
responded by allegedly en-
gaging in sexual acts with 
another 16-year-old boy.

Morsi’s attorney did 
not immediately return a 
call for comment.

The teacher allegedly 
initiated the affair June 5, 
2013, by bringing the first 
student into a closet in the 
Ridgewood school gym 
and exposing her breasts, 
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BY BILL PARRY

A boisterous crowd of 
nearly 250 Long Island City 
residents, many of them 
schoolchildren, gathered at 
the corner of Center Bou-
levard and 48th Avenue to 
demand traffic calming 
measures from the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion last Friday.

For two years, the 
agency has denied repeat-
ed requests for stop signs, 
crosswalks or speed bumps 
on a dangerous stretch of 
road that runs beside the 
luxury high-rise apart-
ment buildings and the 
waterfront parks along the 
East River.

“Too often drivers 
treat Center Boulevard as 
a speedway,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “For 
years the DOT has denied 
the community’s requests 
to have pedestrian safety 
measures installed along 
this growing residential 
street. Our concerns can-
not continue to be ignored. 
Now is the time to act. We 
cannot wait until someone 
is killed or seriously in-
jured.”

According to recent 
NYPD Motor Vehicle Colli-
sion Reports, Center Bou-
levard experienced five 
serious vehicular colli-
sions during the first four 
months of the year.

“The DOT needs to 
get their heads our of their 
manholes,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “One look around 

this neighborhood and any-
one can see the growth re-
flected by the many people 
moving here to raise their 
families. Nothing is more 
important than protecting 
our kids, and that job is not 
done until they can get to 
and from school safely.”

Center Boulevard 
fronts an elementary 
school, a high school and 
two athletic fields and is 
the access to Gantry Plaza 
State Park and the new 
Hunters Point South Park.

“People like to compare 
us to Battery Park City, but 
you can’t go one block down 
there without hitting a stop 
sign,” Parent-Teacher As-
sociation Co-Vice president 
Cara Lamberg said. “For 
more than 10 years PS/IS 
78 has been positioned on 
a road that has no visible 
markings that indicate to 

traffic that a school actu-
ally exists here. We need 
action from the DOT now 
before a child or a pedes-
trian gets killed.”

In a symbol of resolve 
by the crowd, they hoisted a 
homemade stop sign while 
dozens of the schoolchil-
dren used colored chalk to 
draw their own crosswalk 
on Center Boulevard.

Van Bramer hopes 
the rally will influence the 
DOT when it conducts an-
other study later this sum-
mer.

“I am not surprised by 
the large turnout. There is 
a baby boom and a building 
boom in this neighborhood 
and the area has needed 
traffic calming for years 
and we’re fed up,” he said.

A DOT spokesman 
said the intersections at 
48th and 49th avenues are 

being re-evaluated for stop 
signs or other traffic con-
trol devices with studies to 
be completed next month.

“Additionally, DOT 
and its partners are work-
ing on a capital project to 
reconstruct Hunters Point 
streets and other infra-
structure to address the 
recent growth in the area,” 
spokesman Nicholas Mos-
quera said. “Traffic calm-
ing to make streets safer 
and work better for all us-
ers, especially pedestrians, 
is a key part of the project.

Van Bramer hopes it 
is not a case of too little too 
late.

“If we get a stop sign or 
a speed bump or crosswalk 
after a child is hurt, it is a 
failure. The point of good 
government is to avoid 
tragedies before they take 
place,” he said.

Grover Cleveland gym teacher Joy Morsi (c.) was charged with 
rape, criminal sexual act and endangering the welfare of a child, 
the DA said. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Hundreds rally in Long Island City for traffic calming measures on Center Boulevard. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Ridgewood teacher
accused of rape: DA

Hundreds protest in LIC
Call on DOT to make Center Boulevard safer for child pedestrians

Continued on Page 50
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
York College valedic-

torian Katsiaryna Hud re-
vealed the secret to success 
to her fellow 1,069 graduates 
at the 44th commencement 
ceremony of the Jamaica 
campus.

“Patience and hard 
work,” she said. “If you do 
these two things, nothing is 
impossible.”

And with that, York 
College celebrated last Fri-
day its largest graduating 
class with students repre-
senting more than 75 coun-
tries and speaking more 
than 50 languages. The 
CUNY school held three 
separate commencement 
exercises.

The journey that end-
ed with Hud placing first 
in her class began when 
she was admitted in 2010 
as a Percy E. Sutton SEEK 
scholar, a program that 
provides students with spe-

cial assistance.
Hud, 27, a refugee from 

Belarus, did not speak Eng-
lish when she first enrolled 
in York’s chemistry depart-
ment.

She had attended col-
lege back in the former 
Soviet republic, but in the 
United States she had to be-
gin from scratch.

“On top of having to 
start over, I faced the lan-
guage barrier,” the Rego 
Park resident said.

Like many of her fel-
low graduates, Hud con-
tended with the competing 
demands of school, work 
and family. Her speech end-
ed on an emotional note as 
she described becoming a 
mother in January 2013.

“It was a greater chal-
lenge,” she said. “You had 
to do the schoolwork and 
all the responsibilities that 
carry being a mom.”

Now with the joy of 
having her chemistry de-

gree, she plans to go to 
medical school and special-
ize either in ophthalmology 
or dermatology.

“What matters is how 
high you set your standards 
and how hard you work to 
achieve them,” she said.

Like Hud, graduate 
Ezazul Haque was excited 
with his degree in envi-
ronmental health sciences 
under his arm, but he also 

felt that the hard-won bach-
elor’s was insufficient in to-
day’s competing and fragile 
economy.

“I believe that nowa-
days one degree doesn’t cut 
it,” he said after the ceremo-
ny was over with his proud 
father next to him. “There 
is a lot of competition out 
there and to tackle that 
you need to go to graduate 
schools and do as many in-

ternships as possible.”
According to the U.S. 

Bureau Labor of Statistics, 
the unemployment rate 
among people 20 to 24 as of 
April 2014 was 10.6 percent.

Ezazul, a 23-year-old 
Jamaica resident, does not 
want to take any chances.

“I am young, and with 
the help from my family, 
I decided to finish first all 
the education I may need 
to be as competitive as pos-
sible in the future,” he ar-
gued.

He is heading to gradu-
ate school to earn a master’s 
degree in public health.

The commencement’s 
keynote speaker was un-
employed at the peak of 
the economic downturn for 
four years.

Journalist Julian 
Phillips, a two-time Emmy 
Award winner and now a 
host at the Arise News Net-
work , told the happy crowd 
to never give up.

“Don’t be discouraged 
if the road to success is not 
always up,” he said. “It’s 
not always an easy road, 
but it is rewarding.”

Then, the Queens na-
tive told the graduates he 
brought with him a present 
for all of them: his life expe-
rience book “Discovering 
Your Hidden Power.” The 
audience cheered.

“It’s not how much 
money you make, but how 
many people you help,” he 
said.

The commencement 
ceremony began when Mar-
cia Keizs, York College’s 
president, asked the recent 
graduates to give a round 
of applause for families and 
friends in the audience.

She told the students at 
a packed and festive Milton 
G. Bassin Performing Arts 
Center that “this is your 
day. Now, go forth and do 
good things.”

York College President Marcia Keizs (r.) presents valedictori-
an Katsiaryna Hud with an award during the School of Arts and 
Sciences’ commencement. Photo by Nat Valentine

York College graduates face challenges of the future
More than 1,000 students earn degrees in an emotional commencement ceremony in Jamaica
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Avonte Oquendo’s fam-
ily is ready to take the city 
to court.

A lawyer representing 
the boy’s mother, Vanessa 
Fontaine, said she filed a 
$25 million wrongful death 
suit against the city and the 
city Department of Educa-
tion last Friday.

“They blew it on ev-
ery single level possible,” 
her attorney, David Perec-
man, said. “From the way 
the school was built with-
out a self-closing door to 
only having one person 
watching the kids on lunch 
breaks.”

Avonte’s remains were 
found on the shore in Col-
lege Point in January, three 
months after the 14-year-
old autistic boy vanished 
from his Long Island City 
school.

Video footage showed 
Avonte running down a 
stairwell through the Riv-
erview School’s halls and 
past a security guard, be-
fore darting out a door that 
had been left open by an un-
identified man.

A report released in 
March by the special com-
missioner of investigation 
for the city’s schools, re-
vealed Avonte’s teacher, 
Julie Murray, had been 
warned by Fontaine that 
the autistic teen was a run-
ner before he disappeared. 
The report said she then 
failed to share this infor-

mation with the school’s 
administrators.

Murray was listed in 
the lawsuit as a defendant 
along with the city, DOE 
and a number of employees 
at the Riverview School, at 
150 51st Ave.  The lawsuit 
claims the negligence of the 
defendants was responsible 
for Avonte’s disappear-
ance.

“This involves a tragic 
incident and we will review 
the lawsuit,” a spokesman 
for the city’s Law Depart-
ment said in a statement.

Fontaine was waiting 
for the NYPD to release 
any additional information 
about Avonte’s disappear-
ance, which she requested, 
before she filed the lawsuit. 
The NYPD only released 
the documents she had re-
quested in Freedom of In-
formation request when the 
city’s Medical Examiner’s 
office concluded its report 
on the cause of Avonte’s 
death. It’s findings were in-
conclusive. 

Fontaine also had to 
wait to be named admin-
istrator of Avonte’s estate 
before going ahead with the 
lawsuit, Perecman said.

In the wake of Avon-
te’s death, U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) intro-
duced and passed legisla-
tion, known as Avonte’s 
Law, that would provide fed-
eral funds for GPS trackers 
for children with autism.

In addition, a package 

BY JUAN SOTO

Last year José, a long-
time Woodside resident, 
stood before an immigra-
tion court in Manhattan.

Wearing an orange 
jumpsuit, the 57-year-old 
Dominican father was fac-
ing deportation because of 
a minor drug offense com-
mitted 27 years earlier.

He ended up in the 
Varick Street courtroom in 
Lower Manhattan after be-
ing arrested because of an 
alleged altercation with his 
landlord. He was cleared 
of all charges in criminal 
court, but was immediately 
taken into custody by fed-
eral authorities.

“When the judge let me 
go, that case from 27 years 
ago came up,” said José, a 
permanent resident since 
1984, who asked that his 
last name not be published. 
“I ended up in an immigra-
tion detention center,” he 
added in Spanish.

José was one of the 
first individuals who bene-
fited from a public defender 
program for indigent im-
migrants. With the help of 

his lawyer, he was able to 
remain in the country. His 
case is now closed. 

Known as the New York 
Immigrant Family Unity 
Project, the initiative has 
provided legal representa-
tion to about 190 clients so 
far. The pilot program has 
been in operation since No-
vember, but its $500,000 ini-
tial budget, financed by the 
city, ran out last month.

To keep on assisting 
people like José, the proj-
ect’s proponents are asking 
for $5.3 million in public 
funding to provide free le-
gal services for more than 

1,600 poor immigrants fac-
ing deportation every year 
in the New York City area.

Advocates of the plan, 
however, would settle for a 
little under $3 million, as 
it appears in the proposed 
City Council budget. This 
amount is sufficient to pro-
vide legal counsel to 900 
defendants at the Varick 
Street court every year.

Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), one of the first 
supporters of the program, 
said the Council will allo-
cate $500,000 at minimum 
to keep the program roll-

ing, at least partially.
“I can’t say what is go-

ing to happen, but this is a 
top priority,” he said. “The 
budget has to have at least 
$500,000 for this.”

The organizations 
that came together to start 
the pilot program included 
the Vera Institute of Jus-
tice, Cardozo School of 
Law, Make the Road, the 
Center for Popular Democ-
racy, Northern Manhattan 
Coalition for Immigrant 
Rights, Bronx Defenders 
and Brooklyn Defenders 
Services.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

More than 2,500 
Queens College students 
huddled under gray skies 
last week to receive their 
degrees at the Flushing 
school’s 90th commence-
ment ceremony.

“Your hard work and 
countless sacrifices have fi-
nally paid off,” the school’s 
interim president, Dr. Evan-
gelos Gizis, said. “Getting a 
degree from Queens Col-
lege is a splendid achieve-
ment and you should be as 
proud of yourself as we are 
of you.”

A crowd of more than 
10,000 parents, students and 
faculty squeezed into the 
quadrangle to hear words 

of inspiration from a num-
ber of speakers, including 
U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer 
(D-N.Y.), Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz and City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows).

“The fact you’re the 

first generation to be born 
into this new technology 
means one thing: Now is the 
time to figure out what that 
dream is even if it seems 
hard,” Schumer said.

Schumer lauded the 
school, saying one of the 

main advantages the new 
graduates will have in the 
real world is the education 
they received at Queens 
College.

The school has been 
deemed among the best pub-
licly funded schools in the 
country and was recently 
ranked second on Washing-
ton Monthly’s list of “Best 
Bang for the Buck.”

“My advice to the class 
of 2014 is simple: Go for it,” 
Schumer said.

Alumni from the class-
es of 1944, 1954 and 1964 
also gathered at the event 
to mark the anniversaries 
of their commencements.

The college’s new-
est graduates heard from 

Interim Queens College President Dr. Evangelos Gizis (r.) presents 
Carol Fredericks Jantzen with an honorary doctorate. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Demonstrators sit on the sidewalk outside the White House in Washington earlier this year during a 
demonstration to demand President Barack Obama stop deportation of immigrants. AP Photo

Avonte Oquendo’s mother, Vanessa Fontaine (c.), is suing the city 
over her son’s disappearance from his Long Island City school. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens College hails 90th graduation

Push for immigrant defense
Advocates want funding for lawyers in New York deportee cases

Avonte’s family fi les 
suit for $25 million

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 47
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
With less than two 

weeks left in the legisla-
tive session, lawmakers 
have been working to get 
through an impasse on du-
eling Queens Library re-
form bills.

Following allegations 
of fiscal mismanagement at 
Queens Library and revela-
tions the nonprofit’s chief 
executive officer, Thomas 
Galante, makes a $392,000 
salary, Borough President 
Melinda Katz sat down with 
state Assemblyman Jeffri-
on Aubry (D-Elmhurst) to 
draft a bill to make the non-
profit more transparent.

They then reached out 
to state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) to spon-
sor a sister bill in the Sen-
ate.

At the same time, Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) , 
who joined the Independent 
Democratic Conference 
in February, said he was 

working on his own bill, 
which he introduced sev-
eral weeks after Gianaris 
introduced his.

While both senators 
were drawing up their 
bills, Gianaris’ office con-
tacted Avella’s counsel ask-
ing for support on the legis-
lation, but the IDC senator 
turned them down because 
he said their bill did not go 
far enough.

“It’s one step above 
feel-good legislation,” Avel-
la said in an interview. “It’s 
nice. It makes you feel good, 
but it really doesn’t go far 
enough. So I introduced my 
bill, which is much more 
substantial.”

Both bills would re-
form the library’s board 
of trustees, imposing new 
term limits and rules for 
removing board members. 
The board recently came 
under fire for voting down 
a motion that would open 
the nonprofit’s books to 
an audit by city Comptrol-

ler Scott Stringer’s office. 
The board also met heavy 
criticism when it failed to 
oust Galante in a 9-9 vote in 
April.

Both pieces of legis-
lation would also include 
limitations on outside work 

Queens Library executives 
could do, create conflict of 
interest rules and require 
executive personnel to sub-
mit financial disclosures.

Aubry has also made 
amendments to include 
two parts of Avella’s bill, 

which would make Queens 
Library subject to Freedom 
of Information Laws and 
would require the nonprof-
it to hold annual budget 
hearings.

For Avella, the amend-
ments Aubry made still did 

not go far enough, as the 
IDC senator wants all three 
of the city’s library systems 
to be subject to Freedom of 
Information laws and city 
Conflict of Interest rules.

“We think it’s easier 
to pass our bill because 
our bill impacts only the 
Queens public library sys-
tem,” Aubry said. “Tony’s 
bill impacts all of the li-
brary systems, so he would 
need to get delegations from 
all the boroughs affected to 
agree to his bill.”

Avella’s legislation 
would also reduce the num-
ber of board members to 
11 at the Queens Library 
and would require all 
new board members  to be 
named as of Jan. 1 of next 
year. It would also require 
a public accountant, a 
community board district 
leader, a community board 
chairman and two librar-
ians to sit on the board of 
trustees.

BY KELSEY DURHAM AND 
BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
made two trips to Queens 
in the past week to discuss 
the next steps in providing 
pre-kindergarten for tens 
of thousands of children 
across the five boroughs.

The mayor hosted a 
roundtable with several 
pre-K teachers Tuesday af-
ternoon at PS 239, at 17-15 
Weirfield St. in Ridgewood, 
where he announced that 
parents would soon be re-
ceiving responses to pre-K 
applications they filled out 
for their children earlier 
this year ahead of the April 
23 deadline.

De Blasio also visited 
the A to Z center, at 220-24 

Jamaica Ave. in Queens 
Village, last Friday to an-
nounce that the city had 
approved more than 10,000 
new full-day pre-K seats 
in privately run centers, 
known as community-
based early childhood 
centers. The new batch of 
seats was approved by the 
city Panel for Educational 
Policy last week and brings 
the total number of slots to 
25,000, less than half what 
the mayor has targeted for 
September.

“This site is one of the 
sites the seats for which 
 were authorized last night,” 
de Blasio said last Friday. 
“This very location, the A 
to Z Center here in Queens, 
is now available to parents 
for applications starting 

right this minute. It’s hap-
pening as we speak.”

While the A to Z Center 
went from 20 full-day seats 
to 74, other neighborhoods 
will get more. Jamaica will 
get 500 seats, as will Flush-
ing.

“In some of the neigh-
borhoods that have the 
greatest need, you’re going 
to see extraordinary num-
bers of seats come to frui-
tion,” de Blasio said.

The sites where com-
munity-based early child-
hood centers are located 
are posted online at nyc.
gov/prek, and the mayor 
urged parents to apply by 
June 26 to find the best op-
tion for their child.

“Parents have the right 

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Nineteen members of 

the storied Junior ROTC 
program at Francis Lewis 
High School embarked on 
the trip of a lifetime this 
week as they headed to 
Europe to participate in 
the anniversary celebra-
tion of D-Day, the same 
week that City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) launched a fight to 
remove the programs from 
schools.

The group of students 
and their leaders left from 
their Fresh Meadows school 
Tuesday for the weeklong 
trip to Normandy, France, 
where they will take part 
in several activities to 
mark the 70th anniversary 

of Allied troops storming 
Omaha Beach on June 6, 
1944, a historic event that 
eventually led to the end of 
World War II.

The JROTC was in-
vited to what will be the 

20-year-old program’s first 
international trip in Janu-
ary 2013 by the committee 
planning the celebration, 
which asked the group to 
join and perform during 

Students from the JROTC program at Francis Lewis High School in 
Fresh Meadows left this week for a 7-day trip to France to partici-
pate in ceremonies marking of the 70th anniversary of D-Day in 
Normandy. Photo by Christina Santucci

State Sen. Tony Avella (r.) pushes for his bill to reform the Queens Library, which has come under 
scrutiny since revelations the nonprofit’s CEO Thomas Galante makes a $392,000 salary. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Francis Lewis JROTC group 
departs for Normandy event

Pre-K application results ready 
as city adds 10,000 more seats

Electeds vie to pass Queens Library reform
State lawmakers hope to clear gridlock of competing bills to better oversee nonprofi t’s activities

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 50 Continued on Page 48
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Her son was strug-
gling at Queens Gateway, 
but Sandra Williams put off 
requesting a hearing with 
the city, hoping the special 
education certificate she 
was told his instructor had 
would materialize and his 
lessons would improve.

Williams never saw the 
license, but shortly before 
an administrative hear-
ing on her son’s education 
in February 2013,Queens 
Gateway to Health Sciences 
Secondary School reas-
signed Colette Caesar, the 
instructor who traveled 
from class to class with her 
son and about eight other 
special education students, 
according to a transcript 
of the so-called impartial 
hearing proceeding and 
Williams.

Under federal and state 
education law, parents of 

children with disabilities 
are entitled to challenge 
the students’ classification, 
education and evaluation 
in an impartial hearing 
overseen by an officer who 
listens to testimony from 
parents, their representa-
tives and a Department of 
Education official, reviews 
evidence and renders a de-
cision.

Caesar, who Williams 
and fellow Parent-Teacher 
Association Co-President 
Derek Braithwaite de-
scribed as a friend of the 
principal, was assigned to 
teach a business writing 
elective at the Jamaica Hills 
middle and high school that 
winter.

This academic year, 
PTA leaders said Caesar 
received English courses 
and an English as a Sec-
ond Language class they 
believed was a ploy to boost 
her salary because it only 

contained two or three 
pupils. would be teaching 
only two or three pupils at 
a time.

“These students speak 
English, read English and 
refuse to go to class. That’s 
just another class so she 
can get some extra money,” 
Williams said.

Caesar could not be 
reached for comment. But 

state records indicate she 
acquired a certificate to 
work with special educa-
tion middle and high school 
students in April 2014.

Meanwhile, Williams’ 
son cycled through substi-
tutes and waited at least a 
month to get a licensed spe-
cial education teacher.

Other parents said 
their children’s individu-

alized education plans, a 
document drafted to tailor 
learning for those with 
special needs, went un-
monitored and unfulfilled 
— sometimes for more than 
a year.

The city Department 
of Education did not com-
ment on special education 
concerns at the school, but 
it confirmed the depart-
ment was investigating 
complaints detailed in a let-
ter the PTA co-presidents 
and students on the School 
Leadership Team sent to 
the city schools chancellor.

City Council members 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills) also 
wrote the DOE requesting 
that it review the allega-
tions.

The April correspon-
dence from the parents and 
students claimed money 
was misspent, citing senior 

activity fees arbitrarily 
doubling, the purchase of 
non-functioning laptops 
and the lack of funds for ex-
tracurricular activities.

The same letter con-
tends Gateway, which 
moved into its 160-20 Go-
ethals Ave. location on the 
Queens Hospital Campus 
in 2010, has lost its focus 
on math and science, with 
few seniors having such 
courses and its rotation 
program with the hospital 
languishing. Neverthe-
less, U.S. News and World 
Report ranked Gateway’s 
high school the 72nd best in 
the state in 2014. 

The letter also de-
scribes a pattern of school 
leaders employing  acquain-
tances, starting with Su-
perintendent Juan Mendez 
hiring Judy Henry as prin-
cipal while also serving as 
her professional reference.

Parents say Queens Gateway is failing to meet special education 
students’ needs.

Queens Gateway stumbles on special ed: Parents
PTA leader says Jamaica Hills school not complying with plans drawn up for disabled students

VISIT: www.allboromason.comCALL: 718-805-2100

All Boro Mason Supply
101-42 99th Street

Ozone Park, NY 11416

Continued on Page 44
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Greetings From

SUMMER CAMP

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
58-20 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck NY 11362
www.sfysummercamps.org

Camp Open Houses & Tours

I     SFY DAY CAMP

 Low Camper / Staff Ratios
 Customizable Session Options
 Camps for Children with Special 
Needs 
 Elective Programming 

 Extended Hours (AM/PM) 
 Transportation Options 
 Indoor & Outdoor Programs 
 Exciting Trips & Travel Options
 1199, ACD, & HRA Accepted

Sign Up 

NOW

LIMITED TIME ONLY

For 

Discounted Pricing

Our Teen Camp girls 

always stop to smile for a 

pic on the road.

The members of the Junior Camp Art 

Elective show off their gorgeous creations.

Sports Camp shows us the meaning of 
teamwork.

Sunday, June 8, 2014
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

at the Henry Kaufmann Campground 
75 Colonial Springs Road
Wheatley Heights, NY

Early Childhood
AT SAMUEL FIELD Y

Little Neck 
58-29 Little Neck Parkway

Little Neck, NY 11362

718.225.6750 x246

Bay Terrace Center 
212-00 23 Avenue 

Bayside, NY 11360 

718.423.6111 x225

www.sfy.org

NURTURING, STIMULATING &EDUCATIONALLY ENRICHING PROGRAMS
SUMMER CAMP & NURSERY SCHOOL  

58-20 LITTLE NECK PARKWAY, LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

Register for

Summer Camp

REDUCED 

RATES

Exceptional Experiences 

for Children, 2-5 years old 

TODDLER PROGRAMS        NURSERY SCHOOL

FULL DAY CHILDCARE     SUMMER PROGRAMS

UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN!
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside  
Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

h d f Q idscover the rewards of Qside
sa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa 
Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

MASPETH  — Martin Luther School 
evacuated its Maspeth campus Monday 
morning due to the smell of gasoline, the 
FDNY said.

The Fire Department said it was called 
to Martin Luther School, at 60-02 Maspeth 
Ave., at 9:09 a.m. and had students and staff 
leave the building.

Nobody was hurt and the FDNY said it 
closed out the case by about 10:30 a.m.

Kelli Westal, director of communica-
tions for the school, said the FDNY told 
Martin Luther School it believed the smell 
was coming from outside the school’s prop-
erty.

Westal said students were dismissed at 
10 a.m. Monday as a precaution, but classes 
were back in session Tuesday.

HOWARD BEACH — Police were still 
looking for a pair of teens who snatched a 
73-year-old woman’s handbag in Howard 
Beach May 28and punched her in the face, 
the NYPD said.

Authorities said the victim had been 
walking with a cart of groceries near 153rd 
Avenue and 88th Street around 3:30 p.m. 
when a female approached her from behind 
and grabbed the woman’s purse.

Then a male accomplice punched the 
woman in the face, knocking her to the 
ground. The NYPD released a video that 
they said shows the Lindenwood robbery.

The victim was taken to Jamaica 
Hospital to be treated for a cut to her ear 
and abrasions on her arm, police said. Her 
pocketbook contained $100, a cellphone 
and other personal belongings, according 
to cops.

Authorities described both suspects 
as black and about 18 with thin builds. The 

female suspect was last seen wearing a 
vest and the male suspect had been sport-
ing dark clothing and tan cargo shorts, 
police said.

QUEENS VILLAGE — Police were searching for an el-
derly woman last seen at her home in Queens Village last 
week.

The NYPD said Agnes Nesbeth, 76, was last spotted 
around 7 a.m. May 27 at her home on 214th Street. She is de-
scribed as a 4-foot-11 black female, weighing approximately 95 
pounds with red hair and brown eyes.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Maspeth school safe after gas smell detected

Senior’s face punched in Howard Beach robbery

AGNES NESBETH

Cops search for missing Queens Village woman

Martin Luther School students are evacuated 
to St Stanislaus Catholic Church. 

Photo by Jon Kablack/BMR Breaking News

Surveillance video shows the two sus-
pects in the Howard Beach robbery. 

Image courtesy NYPD
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Jeff and Mary Tim-
mons were surprised when 
their second son Gabriel 
told them he wanted to 
be a girl at 4, but the big-
ger shock was when their 
youngest daughter, Jamie, 
also turned out to be a 
transgender child.

“We have two trans-
gender children and I think 
we might be the only family 
in New York that does,” Jeff 
said.

The couple adopted 
three children at young 
ages from Russia and Ka-
zakhstan. The family asked 
that aliases be used for this 
story to protect their pri-
vacy.

When Gabriel first said 
he wanted to be a girl, his 
parents thought it might be 
a phase, but soon realized it 
was not.

“We said be what you 
want to be,” Jeff said. “Ga-
briel was always a gentle 
boy. He was always play-
ing with dolls rather than 
guns, trucks or wheels. He 
was a gentle soul. It made 
sense. All we cared about 
was the proper way to go 
about it.”

The Queens parents 
sought advice from coun-
selors, psychiatrists and 
doctors. At 7, Gabriel be-
came Gabriella and started 
the second grade as a girl.

When their youngest 
child, Jamie, started say-
ing she wanted to be a boy 

like her oldest brother An-
drew, 11, the couple were 
well-equipped to handle the 
situation.

“We knew what to do. 
We had all the books and 
the resources,” Jeff said.

Jamie, 6, made the 
transition before he started 
school and arrived for his 
first day of kindergarten as 
a boy.

Jeff said the idea did 
not come to him as natu-
rally as it did to his wife, 
as he was worried how his 
children would be received 
by others.

“I didn’t want the kids 
to be bullied. We knew they 
had a lot to overcome by 
purely being adopted,” he 
said. “I was all right with 
having Gabriella wear 
girls’ clothes in the house 
and at the playground, but 
didn’t know if it was a good 
idea for her to wear them at 
school.”

The transition, how-
ever, could not have been 
smoother and the family re-
ceived a lot of support from 
the school the children at-
tend in Jackson Heights.

“Sometimes there is a 
worry of trans children be-
ing shunned by their peers, 
but luckily we didn’t have 
those issues,” he said.

Gabriella is now 9 and 
will one day have to make 
the decision whether she 
wants to have surgery to 
fully transition. Before 
that time comes, Gabriella 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
did something none of his 
predecessors had ever done 
Sunday when he marched 
in the Queens Pride Pa-
rade.

“It is the second largest 
pride parade in the city, but 
its spirit is tied for first,” 
the mayor told parade-goers 
in Jackson Heights. “I want 
you to know this parade is 
a celebration of life. It’s a 
celebration of diversity and 
inclusion and strength in 
this city.”

A crowd of thousands 
made its way to 37th Ave-
nue for the annual celebra-
tion despite a No. 7 train 
shutdown, which closed 
down service from Times 
Square to the Roosevelt 
Avenue-74th Street station 
for repair work.

Booming music per-
meated the air as dancers, 
elected officials and drag 
queens strutted down the 
parade route.

De Blasio praised the 
borough’s gay community 
as instrumental in starting 
the movement that has led 
to marriage equality in 19 
states.

“Because of your ef-
forts, equality is spreading 
like wildfire across this 
country and we are living 
up to the ideals of this coun-
try and that is something to 
celebrate,” de Blasio said.

Walde Mar and Milton 
Nugra, a gay couple who 
are planning to get married 
in July, watched the parade 
from the sidewalk. The two 
traveled all the way from 
Connecticut to behold the 
colorful spectacle.

“We are here to have 
fun and be proud,” Mar 
said. “We deserve to have 
equality.”

City Council Majority 
Leader Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), who served 
as one of the grand mar-
shals of the parade, along 
with other members of the 
Council’s LGBT Caucus, 
said he found it shocking 
that in 22 years of the pa-

rade’s existence no other 
mayor had marched.

“I love Bill de Blasio 
for showing every day that 
his commitment for equal-
ity for the LGBT communi-
ty is something that’s deep 
in his heart,” Van Bramer 
said. “To have a mayor of 
the city of New York so pub-
licly and visibly support 
our equality is really heart-
warming and powerful in 
the message that it sends.”

Marchers stopped 
briefly at 74th Street to ob-
serve a moment of silence 
for Julio Rivera, a gay man 
who was murdered at the 
street corner in 1990.

Parade-goers also re-

membered Flushing resi-
dent Jeanne Manford, the 
parade’s first grand mar-
shal in 1993, who died last 
year.

Manford is considered 
a pioneer in the American 
gay rights movement as 
she was the first mother to 
march in the city’s pride 
parade with her gay son in 
1972. She also founded an 
organization called Par-
ents, Friends and Family of 
Lesbians and Gays, which 
now has more than 200,000 
members worldwide.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), who 
marched in the parade, in-
troduced a resolution in the 

House of Representatives 
Monday honoring Man-
ford’s life and work.

“Jeanne’s uncondi-
tional love helped change 
the hearts and minds of so 
many people in Queens and 
throughout the city of New 
York,” Crowley said. “She 
leaves behind an incredible 
legacy of courage and hu-
manity and today we live in 
a more just society because 
of her work.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Mayor Bill de Blasio addresses the crowd gathered at the 22nd annual Queens Pride Parade in Jackson 
Heights. Photo by Christina Santucci

This Queens family attends the borough’s 22nd annual Pride 
Parade. Photo by Alex Robinson

Boro celebrates gay pride
 

Thousands fl ock to Jackson Heights for 22nd annual parade

Queens family raises 
two transgender kids

Participants cheer as they walk with the AIDs Center of Queens. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 48
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BY BILL PARRY

Administrators of 
Queens Community House 
still face logistical night-
mares after their main 
headquarters in Jackson 
Heights was destroyed in 
a massive five-alarm blaze 
April 21.

More than 50 business-
es and Plaza College were 
forced from the Bruson 
Building, at 74-09 37th Ave., 
to find new spaces around 
the borough.

This posed an enor-
mous challenge for the 
40-year-old, multi-service 
nonprofit, which provides 
community-based pro-
grams in 23 locations in 11 
central Queens neighbor-
hoods.

“The most immediate 
challenge was getting our 
programs up and running,” 
Chief Strategy Officer Den-
nis Redmon said. “We 
were able to put our Eng-
lish classes for immigrant 

adults at the Sunnyside 
Community Center. That 
was tricky because those 
classes are from 9 a.m. to 
10 at night, and our Gay Se-
nior Center is running out 
of Kew Gardens, but only 
for two days a week.”

The Queens Com-
munity House staff of 350 
full- and part-time work-
ers are also dispersed as 
well. Several perform com-
munity outreach on the 
public plaza at 75th Street, 
informing clients where 
their programs have been 
re-located.

“Hopefully, we can get 
everything back under one 
roof, hopefully in Jackson 
Heights, but we’ll look at 
Elmhurst and Woodside, 
certainly something along 
the No. 7 subway line,” Red-
mon said.

For that the Queens 
Community House will 
need funding.

“There was a wave of 
empathy following the fire 

and the community was 
great, but we needed to 
mount a more expansive ef-
fort,” Redmon said.

Two weeks ago, Queens 
Community House began a 
peer-to-peer, online fund-
ing campaign using social 
media.

“It’s called the Phoe-
nix campaign, rising from 
the ashes,” Redmon said. 

“We started getting dona-
tions from California and 
as far away as Milan. We’ll 
run Phoenix until June 16 
and then we’ll see where we 
are.”

Meanwhile, Plaza Col-
lege is preparing to open its 
new Forest Hills campus 
in July after the Bruson 
fire forced its relocation. 
Nearly 200 seniors will be 

offered an accelerated sum-
mer session to make up for 
time lost, forcing the delay 
of their graduation.

The summer session is 
optional, but the students 
will be encouraged to at-
tend.

“Our students have 
very demanding schedules 
that include making time 
for family, work and other 
responsibilities,” spokes-
woman Brittany Travis 
said. “We believe that ask-
ing students to decide on 
a program that does not 
necessarily meet their im-
mediate time frame can be 
extremely challenging.”

Travis added that they 
will not know how big the 
graduating class will be un-
til the seniors register later 
this month.

The nearly 100-year-
old college had planned 
to move its campus to the 
17-story Forest Hills Tower, 
at 118-35 Queens Blvd., in 
September. Plaza College 

was able to accelerate the 
move due to the coopera-
tion of the building’s owner 
Muss Development LLC. 

“We are grateful for 
the overwhelming support 
and dedication from the 
Muss organization,” Tra-
vis said. “In addition to 
co-locating our faculty and 
administration, they are 
vigorously working on ac-
celerating the build out.”

Travis added that the 
transition was surprisingly 
smooth, thanks to the staff, 
students and implementa-
tion of a disaster recovery 
plan.

“The college’s com-
munication and computing 
structural backbone was 
actually revived at approxi-
mately 60 percent capacity 
within four days,” she said.

Throughout the ordeal 
since the Bruson fire in 
April, only one student out 
of 700 has withdrawn from 
the school.

Queens Community House and Plaza College are still struggling 
after a five-alarm fire in Jackson Heights.

Plaza College, non-profi t scramble after blaze

NYC Financial Empowerment Centers in Queens
For Center locations throughout the five boroughs, call 311 or visit nyc.gov.  

Far Rockaway

At Workforce1 Far Rockaway
1637 Central Avenue

Jackson Heights

At Make the Road New York
92-10 Roosevelt Avenue

Jamaica

At Catholic Charities HomeBase
87-80 Merrick Boulevard, 2nd Floor

Jamaica

At Safe Space
89-74 162nd Street

Long Island City

At Urban Upbound
38-81 13th Street

Woodside

At Neighborhood Housing Services 
of Northern Queens 
60-20 Woodside Avenue, 2nd Floor 

Within a year, Sheila decreased 
her debt by half and increased 
her credit score by more than 
100 points.
Read Sheila’s story on NYCDCA:

nyc.gov

We’ve helped New Yorkers …

We can help you, too.

TACKLE YOUR 
DEBT.

Call 311 to schedule an appointment for FREE 

one-on-one financial counseling at an NYC 
Financial Empowerment Center near you or visit 
nyc.gov for information.

Save for the futureTackle debt

Improve creditOpen a bank account
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Pols don’t understand Flushing Meadows

F
lushing Meadows Co-
rona Park has three 
distinctions: It is 
the most used of this 

city’s municipal parks; it 
has the largest lake; and 
it is the most neglected, 
underfunded and abused, 
dumped upon with all sorts 
of structures that do not 
belong in an urban park, 
courtesy of the Neanderthal 
politicians who mismanage 
this city, view FMCP not as 
an urban park but as real 

estate to be turned over to 
real estate and business 
interests — their true con-
stituents — and the public 
be damned.

They never under-
stood this park is the life-
blood of an urban society 
and used primarily by the 
underprivileged who do not 
have homes in the Hamp-
tons and probably not even 
a rear yard.

In the 50 years since 
the close of the 1964-65 

World’s Fair, if one were to 
walk around Meadow Lake 
and wanted to sit down on a 
bench and admire the lake, 
it could not be done because 
there are no and never were 
benches.

In the May 23-29 edition 
of TimesLedger Newspa-
pers, the current Borough 
President Melinda Katz is 
quoted referring to FMCP 
as “the crown jewel of the 
park system in Queens.”

Katz has been on and 

off in politics for years, 
never lifted a finger to help 
FMCP and always support-
ed alien transgressions in 
the park. If it be a jewel, it 
be zircon. In view of her 
abysmal record, I nominate 
her for the chutzpah award 
of the year.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

A BOLD STAND
It took a strong woman to agree to give up some of her 

power in the City Council.
Last month, Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 

made good on her promise to overhaul some of the Coun-
cil’s practices and to increase transparency about the 
body’s activities.

She led the Council in passing a reform package that 
allocates funds for nonprofits in members’ districts more 
fairly. Her support of the move was in striking contrast to 
the stance of her predecessor, Christine Quinn, who used 
the so-called discretionary funds as a reward-and-punish-
ment tool to keep members in line.

Some districts like northeast Queens got short shrift 
on funds for its nonprofits when Tony Avella was a coun-
cilman because he often refused to play the game and un-
der Dan Halloran, a token Republican in the Democrats’ 
house.

And then there was outright retribution when Quinn 
slapped down Astoria Councilman Peter Vallone, who op-
posed renaming the Queensborough Bridge for former 
Mayor Ed Koch. His member items were slashed by 40 per-
cent and the $6 million Vallone Scholarship, named for his 
father, was eliminated.

For some small nonprofits in Queens, this annual in-
flux of taxpayer funds is a question of life or death. Even a 
small distribution of several thousand dollars can save a 
modest program that helps people living on the edge.

Under the new reforms the funds will be distributed 
equally to each Council member or, in some cases, given 
a slight boost in districts with greater needs. That alloca-
tion will be based on a public formula.

The East Harlem speaker also relinquished her right 
to parcel out all of the Council’s member items and will be 
responsible for handing out no more than half.

Mark-Viverito signed on as a progressive and she’s a 
breath of fresh air here in Queens, where we have former 
Councilman Halloran on trial in White Plains on charges 
of promising to take $20,000 from his member items to fi-
nance a political bribery scheme.

He even bragged that he could wrangle a larger chunk 
of public dollars to commit more mischief, according to 
the indictment.

It’s encouraging to see a political leader who has 
enough confidence in herself to do the right thing and end 
some of the political maneuvering that elevated self-inter-
est above basic democracy.
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Gov’t must do more to ensure vets’ health care
L

ast month, reports 
surfaced that a Phoe-
nix-based U.S. De-
partment of Veterans 

Affairs health-care facility 
maintained two separate 
lists of patients, one of 
which doomed nearly 1,600 
sick veterans to suffer seri-
ous illness without treat-
ment and led to the prevent-
able death of 40 others.

Since the Phoenix 
scandal emerged, other VA 
hospitals across the coun-
try are warning of similar 
instances and schemes to 
cover up excessive waiting 
times for care. A recent con-
gressional hearing earlier 
this month revealed a 2010 
VA internal memo from a 
high-ranking department 

official addressing “inap-
propriate scheduling prac-
tices” to cover up delays.

The practice, referred 
to as “gaming strategies,” 
should have ended a long 
time ago, but evidently still 
exists.

According to the VA 
inspector general, 26 VA 
health-care facilities na-
tionwide are now under 
investigation for serious 
allegations of fraud, mal-
feasance and mismanage-
ment. Equally disturbing, 
some executives from these 
troubled facilities received 
performance bonuses up-
ward of five figures in 
2013.

Over this past Memo-
rial Day weekend, I heard 

from countless veterans 
their outrage and disgust 
with this scandal and the 
fundamental lack of ac-
countability and wide-
spread mismanagement 
at the VA. Our veterans 
deserve the facts and there 
must be some degree of 
answerability and conse-
quence for those officials 
who presided over these 
heinous acts.

This is why I recently 
introduced a resolution — 
Res. 201/2014 — in support 
of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Management 
and Accountability Act of 
2014.

This act would en-
hance accountability by 
providing the VA secretary 

the authority to immediate-
ly remove senior executive 
employees for performance. 
Current employment pro-
tections afforded to SEEs 
make it extraordinarily 
difficult to be fired.

This bill eliminates 
the appeals process to al-
low for immediate disci-
plinary action that will 
ultimately help to reduce 
the VA’s backlog, improve 
access to care and bolster 
other services.

Going forward, the VA 
needs to act immediately to 
ensure that veterans who 
may have been affected 
by delays in care secure 
the medical attention they 
need. The Obama admin-
istration announced this 

weekend that more veter-
ans will be allowed to get 
healthcare outside VA facil-
ities, but this policy should 
be broadened, extended and 
potentially made perma-
nent to avoid any further 
delays.

Congress should also 
move quickly to enact leg-
islation that would provide 
veterans easier access to 
care. Earlier this year, U.S. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) 
introduced sweeping leg-
islation that addressed the 
disability backlog, health-
care, education and other 
core issues.

Regrettably, this bill 
was defeated, but I implore 
our federal representatives 
to rework and reintroduce 

this package with measures 
that enhance accountabil-
ity and streamline the pro-
cess for veterans to receive 
the health-care services 
they need and are right-
fully entitled to.

Our veterans deserve 
answers and we need lead-
ership from Congress and 
the president. Our veter-
ans fought our wars and 
answered the call to pro-
tect our freedoms time and 
again. Now it is our duty to 
fight for them.

Eric Ulrich
Chairman

City Council Committee on 
Veterans

(R-Ozone Park)

Preserve memory of ’39 fair

B
enjamin Haber 
should realize 
he is “Wrong on 
the World’s Fair” 

(TimesLedger Newspapers, 
May 16-22). Haber’s pathet-
ic misunderstanding of the 
fact that the 1939 fair was 
not conceived as a “little 
people’s park for the less 
privileged” to kick a soccer 
ball around the greens.

Thanks to then-Mayor 
Fiorello LaGuardia, Park-
way and then-city Parks 
Commissioner Robert 
Moses and a group of con-
cerned citizens who con-
ceived a plan to make a for-
mer dump a place to bring 
greater tourism to the Big 
Apple. Their plan to have 
connecting parkways and 
the Whitestone Bridge lead 
to “The Greatest Fair of the 
Century” and “The World 
of the Future” were all de-
signed to bring us out of the 
Great Depression.

As a 10-year-old, I re-

member the amazed ex-
pression on my mother’s 
face when she saw an elec-
tric dishwasher perform 
for the first time. I remem-
ber seeing television for the 
first time.

And if you ask anyone 
old enough to attend the ’39 
fair, they will recall person-
al experiences that were a 
wake-up call in their lives, 
attending national and 
state pavilions, etc., until a 
dictator named Adolf Hitler 
started marching his Nazi 
troops across Europe ... and 
the rest is history.

I am an artist/dream-
er/conceptualizer who has 
spent the last 25 years in re-
tirement working as a vol-
unteer to bring the memo-
ries of the ’39 fair to Queens 
youth. We are in the midst 
of a “brain drain” whereby 
we lose our most brilliant 
scholars to out-of-town es-
tablishments, and in most 
situations never have them 

come back to the city.
I have been work-

ing with senior residents, 
CUNY establishments, city 
Department of Education 
commissioners, politicians 
and local newspapers to 
have the honor students 
of Queens high schools re-
ceive a free education at 
Queens College through 
graduate school in the 
America’s Mentor/Peer 
Program to create their 
own 501(c)(3) nonprofit en-
trepreneurship.

Liberty Fair, the per-
manent World’s Fair dedi-
cated to peace, would bring 
local, national and world 
tourism to New York year-
round.

Carl Zimmerman
Founder

AMP Program
Oakland Gardens

Fence ruins look of neighborhood

F
orest Hills is a beau-
tiful community 
known for glorious 
green areas. Apart-

ments and co-ops maintain 
lawns, grass and shrubbery 
so the area remains attrac-
tive.

Trespassing and “dog” 
problems have been dealt 

with through the use of 
hedges or low fences that 
have charm.

But one building has 
recently erected a chain-
link fence directly adjacent 
to the sidewalk. It gives its 
block the appearance of a 
ghetto or prison.

The entire immediate 

neighborhood is offended 
by this structure and hopes 
something can be done to 
remove it or prevent more 
buildings from following 
suit.

Vickie Klinger
Forest Hills

Protect birds and people in planes

T
he recent near-colli-
sions between jets on 
runways and in the 
air once again are 

showing that human, not 
avian error, is to blame.

Yet calls for the kill-
ing of birds near airports 
continues to increase with-
out merit. Why were John 
F. Kennedy International 
and LaGuardia airports 

constructed near bodies of 
water, which attract thou-
sands of local and migra-
tory birds?

In the case of JFK, 
there already was a wild-
life refuge in place, protect-
ed by federal law. That air-
port should not have been 
constructed so close to the 
wildlife refuge.

There must be some 

way to lessen the threat of 
bird-plane collisions to the 
satisfaction of the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
and wildlife groups.

Passengers and birds 
must be safe.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

CORRECTION

The article “Retired colonel joins NYHQ to improve trauma unit” in the May 30-June 5 edition should have said 
New York Hospital Queens’ trauma center is a Level 1 facility and that Dr. Slobodan Jazarevic was hired to give 
the hospital an additional accreditation from the American College of Surgeons.
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Cuomo scores coup by attaining Working Families line

O
nce again, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo has 
exhibited his highly 
superior political 

negotiating skills in secur-
ing the Working Families 
Party endorsement after a 
fascinating kabuki dance 
with the left-leaning — and 
important — group.

That party threatened 
to run another candidate 
on its line — a compelling 
professor named Zephyr 
Teachout — until Cuomo 
and his political machine 
negotiated a last-minute 
deal to gain the coveted po-
sition in November.

The major concession 
extracted from Cuomo — 
one that may be hard to en-
force — is that he will now 
work hard and campaign 
to restore a Democratic 
majority in the state Sen-

ate, something many think 
he should have done years 
ago as the titular leader of 
the Democratic Party of the 
state.

But now, with the 
Working Families line 
hanging in the balance, 
Cuomo has vowed to turn 
his back on the Senate’s co-
leaders — Sens. Dean Skel-
os (R-Rockville Centre) and 
Independent Democratic 
Conference Leader Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx) — and will 
help the full Democratic 
conference take over.

There is no guarantee 
Cuomo can do this, but his 
vote-pulling power at the 
top of the ticket will surely 
help Democrats with whom 
he campaigns. His Republi-
can opponent, Westchester 
County Executive Rob As-
torino, is not expected to 
mount a strong challenge 
to Cuomo because of the 
wide disparity in voter reg-
istration in the state and 
also because Cuomo’s $30 
million-plus war chest will 
dwarf Astorino’s.

Cuomo has had a 
strong track record as gov-
ernor the past four years, 
bringing mostly order to 
the dysfunction that has 
ruled Albany for a long 
time. He was elected in the 
wake of David Paterson’s 
accidental governorship, 
when the latter succeeded 
Eliot Spitzer after he had 
his ignominious scandal 
and fall from grace.

So one could say Cuo-
mo did not have huge shoes 
to fill.

Cuomo is often com-
pared to his widely praised 
father, Mario Cuomo, who 
survived three terms in 
Albany that were largely 
considered successful. The 
elder Cuomo is probably 
best remembered for his 
incredibly elegant rhetori-
cal skills and his brief dal-
liance with running for 
president.

The oft-told tale is that 
a plane waited on the run-
way to take him to New 
Hampshire to campaign 
but that at the last minute 

he decided not to throw his 
hat in the ring.

Cuomo, who virtu-
ally grew up in the gover-
nor’s mansion in Albany, 
learned much from his tal-
ented father and, while his 
oratory is impressive, he is 
most lauded for his tactical 
and strategic skills and his 
ability to use the levers of 
power to effect change.

He did this masterful-
ly early in his term when 
he got a few renegade Re-
publicans to join the Demo-
crats in the Senate to pass 
a same-sex marriage bill. I 
once said to Cuomo that if 
he does nothing else in his 
political career — which is 
still ripe with potential — 
this will be written about 
in all his epitaphs and he 
will be known as the lead-
er who got gay marriage 
passed against long odds in 
New York.

But unlike his father, I 
believe Cuomo has a burn-
ing desire to run for presi-
dent, and this upcoming 
campaign and his strong 

push for the Working Fami-
lies line and acceptance 
of the Independence Party 
line is an attempt to amass 
a huge margin of victory so 
he has momentum going 
into the 2016 presidential 
campaign.

Now I know you’re 
thinking, “What about 
Hillary?” Yes, if she runs 
for president, it is unlikely 
Cuomo will challenge her 
in a primary. He learned 
that lesson from his 2002 
challenge of Carl McCall 
for the Democratic nomina-
tion for governor.

But if Hillary decides, 
for whatever reason, that 
she does not want to once 
again endure the long, 
arduous campaign cycle, 
then Cuomo will be wait-
ing in the wings, ready to 
wage battle on the national 
stage.

And even though it 
has been a long time since 
a New Yorker became a 
presidential nominee — the 
most recent failed example 
being Rudolph Giuliani — I 

would not bet against Cuo-
mo’s chances of being a vi-
able candidate.

He has the record, 
the drive, the fund-raising 
skills, the family legacy 
and the bully pulpit of New 
York’s media to catapult 
him to the top tier of Demo-
cratic presidential chal-
lengers.

Unlike his counterpart 
across the Hudson Chris 
Christie, Cuomo has kept 
his record and his team 
clean for the past four years 
and he just has to pray now 
that Hillary Clinton decides 
that she’d rather spend her 
70s playing in the park with 
her grandchildren rather 
than giving speeches in the 
Rose Garden.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

I 
do not remember hav-
ing speech classes un-
til I got to City College. 
Then I had to take four 

sessions, one credit each, 
over the years I was there. 
Sometimes that meant get-
ting up to the campus at 
night for just that one hour 
each week.

We were not training 
for speaking or acting jobs. 
Maybe they were trying 
to get the “New Yawk” ac-
cent out of us. There were 
not many immigrants in 

the classes, as I recall, so 
English was not a second 
language. There may have 
been some European ac-
cents. New York City was 
a refuge for Germany’s vic-
tims.

In those days, national 
radio networks had speech 
people on their staffs so an 
American anywhere in the 
country could be able to un-
derstand what was being 
said, at least on national 
broadcasts.

How the world has 
changed!

Especially among 
women on radio, too many 
of them seem to have si-
nusitis, which is not being 
treated. Many speak like 
6- to 16-year-olds. Too many 
of them end declarative 
statements with an upward 

swing, which makes it 
sound like a question when 
it is not.

But for the most 
part, their mutterings are 
drowned out by noise. I 
know some people think it 
is music. So the message 
is not important, is it? The 
medium has become the 
message, indeed, in too 
many circumstances.

Not to be too tough 
about it, but many male 
readers are not much better, 
although most do not sound 
like tongue-tied kids.

But, then, do we need 
speech today, with all the 
contraptions that we use to 
“communicate” with each 
other?

I know this is curmud-
geonly, but I happen to think 
English, while not the most 

beautiful language in the 
world — I would give that 
crown to Italian, which I 
wish I could speak — is 
the linqua franca on which 
the world turns. It is not 
French, Russian, Chinese 
or Spanish, nor do I think it 
will be any of these.

So why not speak in-
telligibly and well? Does it 
make a difference?

When I was in middle 
management for a large 
New York corporation, we 
often bought tables at char-
itable events we supported. 
Most of the time, half of 
those at the table, were 
from the company. The oth-
ers were guests who fit into 
the event that evening.

One night, we were at 
an educational event. Half 
of our table were academ-

ics, from various venues. 
One of them was a white 
man who got a bit high dur-
ing the cocktail hour and 
was especially attentive to 
our urban affairs manager, 
a smart, sharp, witty black 
lady. In effect, he made a 
“pitch for her,” to no avail.

During dinner, I sat 
on her left, he at her right. 
At some point, apparently 
to make her think he was 
“with it” — we used such 
terms then — he lauded 
Spanglish and Black Eng-
lish. She took this for a 
while and then said, much 
more elegantly, “Yes, and 
that will keep those kids in 
their places forever, won’t 
it?”

She gave him a mar-
velous, dismissive smile. 
I believe he did not say an-

other word.
Is speech taught these 

days? Shouldn’t it be? Are 
we reducing our language 
to a few “characters” on a 
small screen? Will we wind 
up grunting and gesticu-
lating to each other rather 
than talking properly? 
Back to the caves, as long 
as there is a connection. 
When we get back on all 
fours, it might be a bit late 
for action.

Is it too late to ask all 
of us to “Speak the speech, I 
pray you, trippingly on the 
tongue”?

Read my blog, No Holds 
Barred, at timesledger.com.

Society must protect the sanctity of spoken language
Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UN. 6-12, 2014  TIM

ESLEDGER.COM 

TL

15

Y
ears from now, when 
the city is teeter-
ing on the financial 
abyss, just like De-

troit, folks may ask, “How 
did this happen?”

The answer will be 
that it started on Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s watch with 
his first smoke-and-mir-
rors budget that increases 
spending by double the rate 
of inflation. This reckless, 
$74 billion creates multibil-
lion-dollar deficits that in-
crease in each succeeding 
year. Those billion-dollar 
deficits, written into the 
budget, assume that New 
York will have a strong and 
robust economy.

Should the economy 
lose steam and sputter even 
for a year, the deficits will 
increase exponentially. 

When that happens, hold on 
to your wallets: The largest 
source of city revenue is 
property taxes, paid for by 
middle-class taxpayers who 
are already tapped out.

No wonder Moody’s is-
sued a warning last week, 
and a few other brokerage 
firms are reducing their 
city bond purchases. They 
see the handwriting on 
the wall. De Blasio, a self-
described ideological pro-
gressive, has the right to 
put his liberal imprimatur 
on the budget, but he should 
not have the right to do it by 
ignoring basic laws of ac-
counting and economics.

Budgets have conse-
quences. The consequenc-
es of long-term reckless 
spending can be seen in the 
once-great industrial city 
of Detroit. America’s first 
large city to default has 
seen services dramatically 
slashed and pensions cut 
by one-third. Its citizens 
are rightfully up in arms as 
they watch their city in the 

throes of ruinous decline.
This situation did not 

happen overnight but over 
a period of time as politi-
cians promised constitu-
ents everything but the 
kitchen sink while paying 
little heed to the bottom 
line. Sounds familiar.

It took our city more 
than 30 years to dig its way 
out of the hole of financial 
disaster and near bank-
ruptcy of the mid-1970s. 
Abe Beame, the mayor 
then, simply stopped all 
preventative maintenance 
and repair spending. It took 
the federal government’s 
loan guarantee backing of 
city bonds to begin the long 
climb back.

As part of the bailout, 
the feds demanded that all 
future budgets be prepared 
in accordance with Gener-
ally Accepted Accounting 
Principles, the gold stan-
dard of accounting. All 
mayors since, liberal and 
conservative, have done 
just that until de Blasio. 

Thankfully, city Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer has tep-
idly put the brakes on such 
recklessness by requiring 
the budget recognize its ex-
penses in the year that they 
actually occur.

But the budget’s mas-
sive, $8 billion payout to the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers, including retroactive 
pay dating back to work 
performed in 2008 and 2009, 
remains mostly unpaid for 
and is sure to entice other 
unions to grab for their 
piece of the taxpayer pie.

UFT President Michael 
Mulgrew acknowledged 
in a private meeting with 
his union members that he 

“gummed up” negotiations 
with then-Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg — a strategy 
he successfully employed 
to buy time shopping for 
a new mayor who would 
more likely capitulate to 
his demands. He found 
that target in de Blasio, a 
grand giveaway with little 
to show for it in the way of 
productivity or future cost 
savings.

De Blasio’s budget 
claim of $1.4 billion in sav-
ings from future union 
health care costs is nebu-
lous and wishful. To reach 
this illusory savings goal, 
de Blasio has buried deep 
in the budget a proposal 

to save money by shifting 
union members away from 
their current health insur-
ance plans and into union-
designated health clinics 
that current and former 
union members would go to 
for medical care.

Will these clinics be 
able to provide the same 
quality of care, choice of 
doctors and lack of wait 
times union members have 
come to expect?

This budget is as reck-
less as it gets, created by a 
mayor who never worked 
in the private sector, where 
a company’s success hinges 
on its ability to be fiscally 
prudent and stay afloat.

When this Titanic in-
evitably succumbs to the 
tidal wave of irresponsible 
spending, de Blasio will be 
gone and all that remains 
will be a shrunken middle 
class left drowning in a sea 
of debt.

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point
The budget’s $8 billion payout to the 
UFT remains mostly unpaid for and is 

sure to entice other unions to grab for 
a piece of the pie.

Mayor’s budget will spell doom for city in the future

M
any observances 
and holidays are 
light and festive, 
making them easy 

to write about. This week, 
however, it was difficult to 
know how to appropriately 
approach this column as 
words seem to fall short in 
their efforts of commemo-
rating such a day.

The world will come 
together Friday to observe 
the 70th anniversary of the 
Normandy invasion, or as 
we more commonly know it: 
D-Day. The national World 
War II museum, in New 
Orleans, which opened in 
2000 as the national D-Day 

museum, will take time to 
honor, educate and reflect 
on the sacrifices of that 
brutal and historic day.

The true brutality of 
this battle, on June 6, 1944, 
which foreshadowed the 
end of Hitler’s attempts at 
Nazi domination, is dif-
ficult to comprehend. Op-
eration Overlord was the 
largest air, land and sea op-
eration undertaken before 
or since this day in 1944.

The Allied landing on 
Normandy beach included 
more than 5,000 ships, 
11,000 airplanes and more 
than 150,000 servicemen, 
10,000 of whom suffered 
grave casualties. More 
than 4,000 died, many in 
the first minutes as they 
jumped, ran, swam and 
crawled more than 200 
yards of vast, open beach 
before reaching the cliffs, 
which offered some type of 
feeble protection.

Many of these first 
men — most not even 20 — 
were carrying 80 pounds 
of equipment. The struggle 
they found themselves in 
was nothing short of hell. 
Yet in the face of grave dan-
ger, horrific bloodshed and 
death, the Allied forces had 
breached Europe. Their 
meticulous planning, train-
ing and preparation, not to 
mention their valor and 
sacrifice, made it possible 
for them to advance on Nazi 
forces in Europe.

During the war, Ger-
many had conquered and 
was in control of most of 
Europe and northern Af-
rica. Under Hitler’s reign, 
Nazi forces persecuted and 
killed millions of Jews, 
Slavic and Romani people, 
to name a few, in the Holo-
caust.

Although Hitler’s Ger-
many had made an alliance 
with other nations, mainly 

Italy and Japan, by May 8, 
1945, Germany had been 
defeated by the Allied pow-
ers and was occupied by the 
Soviet Union, the United 
States, the United Kingdom 
and France.

This liberation, how-
ever, came at a high price. 
More than 200,000 were 
dead, wounded and miss-
ing from the Allied armies 
and more than 300,000 from 
the German army. French 
civilian losses totaled more 
than 12,000.

Today, 70 years later, 

we take time to remember 
those who gave their lives 
for that freedom. The 2014 
D-Day events were to begin 
at 6:30 a.m. Friday with an 
emotional H-Hour ceremo-
ny at the national World 
War II museum. At the ad-
ditional commemoration in 
the mid-morning, veterans 
from across the region were 
scheduled to be awarded 
the prestigious French Le-
gion of Honor.

Lectures and panels 
were planned throughout 
the day by veterans, his-

torians and experts. The 
day was to conclude with 
an outdoor screening of 
Episodes 1 and 2 of the HBO 
miniseries “Band of Broth-
ers” on the museum parade 
grounds.

“Soldiers, Sailors and 
Airmen of the Allied Expedi-
tionary Force! You are about 
to embark upon a great cru-
sade, toward which we have 
striven these many months. 
The eyes of the world are 
upon you. The hopes and 
prayers of liberty-loving 
people everywhere march 
with you. In company with 
our brave Allies and broth-
ers in arms on other fronts, 
you will bring about the 
destruction of the German 
war machine, the elimina-
tion of Nazi tyranny over the 
oppressed peoples of Europe 
and security for ourselves in 
a free world.”

— Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, D-Day 1944

Take time to remember 70th anniversary of Longest Day
Laura
Rahill

■

Remember 
the Date

More than 4,000 died and 10,000 
suffered casualties storming the beach 

at Normandy June 6, 1944, out of 
150,000 who fought in the campaign.
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BY BILL PARRY

High winds and heavy 
rain did nothing to slow the 
ninth annual Taste of LIC 
at Gantry Plaza State Park 
Tuesday.

The largest event of 
its kind in western Queens 
drew a record crowd of 1,200 
to sample the offerings of 50 
of Long Island City’s res-
taurants and pubs.

“Mother Nature threw 
everything she had at us,” 
founder Sheila Lewandows-
ki said. “We almost lost one 
of the smaller tents during 
the height of the storm, but 
in the end we had a rain-
bow over the event and ev-
eryone was able to pose for 
pictures under it. People 
had a great time, and when 
other people are safe and 
happy, I’m happy, too.”

Lewandowski was also 
pleased with the results of 
the yearly fund-raiser that 

netted more than$115,000 
that will help pay for the up-
coming season at her Obie 
Award-winning theater, 
The Chocolate Factory, on 
49th Avenue.

The 5,000-square-foot 
facility supports the cre-
ation of new work in a vari-
ety of disciplines, including 
theater, dance, music and 
visual art.

Taste of LIC, with 
tickets ranging from $60 
to $400, helps underwrite 
salaries and commissions 
to artists and presents per-
formances at the Chocolate 
Factory while presenting a 
showcase for the neighbor-
hood’s culinary hot spots.

“We took part in this 
last year right after we 
opened,” OpenDoor owner 
Nick Guitart said. “It really 
helped us out by getting our 
name out there, but this is 
more about community and 
getting a chance to see your 

friends.”
Guitart was offering 

delicious deep fried veal 
meatballs as well as fried 
chicken bites.

Woodbines took part 

in the Taste of LIC for the 
first time after replacing 
Lounge 47, at 47-10 Vernon 
Blvd.

Owner Pat Burke took 
a break from serving up his 

Scotch eggs and said, “This 
is such an amazing event.  
It’s fun to see what all the 
other restaurants are good 
at and it’s nice to feel a part 
of the neighborhood.”

Fay Hess was taking 
part for the first time after 
opening her 51st Bakery & 
Cafe, at 533 51st Ave., in De-
cember.

“This is great to see 
everyone because when 
you start a new business, 
you hardly ever get out and 
socialize    –– you’re always 
working,” she said.

Jeff Blath, owner of 
the critically acclaimed 
Alobar, at 46-42 Vernon 
Blvd., looked up from serv-
ing green gazpacho and Jo-
nah crab with grape salsa 
to say, “It’s all about our 
own neighborhood and our 
own restaurants.  It’s such 
a good way to meet every-
one in the community.”

Lewandowski got right 

to work planning the 10th 
annual Taste of LIC.

“I just set the date for 
June 2,” she said Wednes-
day morning.

The next big culinary 
event in western Queens 
takes place at Elmhurst 
Hospital Center June 11.

A Healthy Taste of 
Queens will be held under 
a canopy in the center’s 
parking facility from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.

The international food 
and wine tasting event 
is geared toward raising 
funds for the Department of 
Cardiology and the empha-
sis is on healthy choices.

Tickets cost $50 and 
are available online at 
elmhurt-hospital.square-
space.com.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

An all-time high of 50 restaurants and pubs took part in the ninth 
annual Taste of LIC. Photo by Bill Parry

Record crowds mark Taste of LIC despite thunderstorm
Restaurant showcase raises over $100K for Obie Award-winning Chocolate Factory for 2014-15 
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Dental Implants
• Crowns/Bridges/Veneer • Root Canal                                                                                                    
• Extrac�ons • Cosme�c/Esthe�c Den�stry 
• Dentures • Braces                                                                      

Call us or visit us today
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
 

With Any PoweRise® Purchase 
from Hunter Douglas

With All Window Treatment Orders 
(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
New York City may 

lose $2 billion in federal 
funding for road, bridge 
and mass transportation 
repairs and projects unless 
Congress takes action and 
continues to allocate money 
for the so-called Highway 
Trust Fund.

To try to secure federal 
funding, City Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) recently introduced 
a resolution in the Coun-
cil calling for the Obama 
administration to offer re-
sources “to continue vital 
transportation infrastruc-
ture construction.”

The resolution asks 
the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority to replace 
subway signals that are at 

least 50 years old. Subway 
signals, said Miller, a mem-
ber of the Council’s Trans-
portation Committee, have 
a useful life of 50 years.

The resolution, ex-
pected to be approved this 
month by the Council, car-
ries no legal authority.

Miller emphasized the 
need to upgrade the aging 
mass transit system.

“Mass transit alterna-
tives have already proven 
to be more environmentally 

friendly, efficient and time-
saving over longer distanc-
es compared to roadway 
travel,” he said.

He added that if south-
east Queens is to continue 
to grow, “it needs a better 
public transportation sys-
tem. Residents in southeast 
Queens have the longest 
commute into the city.”

The Highway Trust 
Fund provides $46 billion 
in transportation funding 
in the United States each 
year. Out of the total bud-
get, the city gets around $2 
billion, and New York state 
as a whole gets approxi-
mately $3 billion.

“Public transportation 
has to be on top of the agen-
da of the City Council, es-
pecially for a borough like 
Queens,” Miller said.

The city will be dis-
patching Build It Back rep-
resentatives to state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo Jr.’s How-
ard Beach and state Assem-
blyman Phillip Goldfeder’s 
Howard Beach and Ozone 
Park offices every Thurs-
day afternoon beginning 
June 5.

The legislators said 
case managers from Build 

It Back, the city’s initiative 
to help property owners 
recover from Superstorm 
Sandy, would be on hand to 
meet with residents from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. weekly.

Walk-ins will be ac-
cepted in Addabbo’s 159-53 
102nd St. office, but the sen-
ator encouraged property 
owners to call Pat McCabe 
at 718-738-1111 to make an 

appointment.
Goldfeder said Built 

It Back would rotate send-
ing personnel to his 108-14 
Cross Bay Blvd. and his 214 
Beach 96th St. offices on a 
weekly basis. Appointments 
may be made by calling 718-
945-9550, but walk-ins will 
be welcome as well.

— Sarina Trangle

State Assemblywom-
an Margaret Markey (D-
Maspeth) launched her re-
election bid this weekend 
while petition-
ing with Queens 
Democratic Party 
Leader U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and supporters at 
her side.

Markey has branded 
her quest for a ninth term 
representing Maspeth, 
Woodside and parts of Long 
Island City, Middle Village, 
Astoria and Sunnyside 
with the tagline “experi-
ence counts.”

In a press release, the 
assemblywoman noted her 

seat on the Assembly Ways 
& Means Committee and 
role as chairwoman of the 
chamber’s Tourism, Parks, 

Arts and Sports 
Development Com-
mittee.

“Over the 
last three election 
cycles, I faced the 

same aggressive opponent 
who did not agree with my 
approach to government 
or community service and 
my constituents re-elected 
me each time by very large 
margins,” she said in a 
statement. “I don’t believe 
any other Democrat can be 
more effective in Albany 
than me.”

Middle Village accoun-

tant Dmytro Fedkowskyj 
intends to engage Markey 
in her first primary in 
more than a decade.

Fedkowskyj’s cam-
paign unveiled endorse-
ments from the New York 
City Fire Marshals Benevo-
lent Association, Di0strict 
24 Community Education 
Council President Nick 
Comaianni and District 30 
CEC Co-Presidents Jeffrey 
Guyton and Isaac Carmig-
nani.

Fedkowskyj previous-
ly served as the borough 
president’s appointee to the 
city Panel for Educational 
Policy and on the District 
24 CEC.

DANEEK MILLER
Photo by William Alatriste/NYC 

Council

Markey launches re-election campaign

Build It Back to staff pols’ offi ces

Fund highways: MillerThe First Annual Kindergarten Day at 

Poppenhusen Institute
June 14, 2014

Join us in celebrating the following:

Day Includes:

Location:

Most activities will be wheelchair accessible

Date:

Time:

Admission:
However, donations are always greatly appreciated

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT US AT:  
poppenhusen@juno or (718) 358-0067. This program is 
supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City 
Council, Councilman Paul Vallone.
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Alma Realty wants to build a four-tower residential development 
in Astoria Cove with over 1,600 apartments, but only about 17% 
will be affordable to working families. 

Building in Astoria Cove will generate thousands of construction 
jobs and permanent maintenance and retail jobs. Alma Realty has 
an opportunity to create good, safe jobs with priority hiring for 
local residents and opportunities for local businesses, but hasn’t 
made a commitment to do so.

We can do this right if we all work together. All of Astoria 
should benefi t from this project, not just the developer.

Follow us @BuildUpNYC and join the conversation 
with #AstoriaCove. 
Sign the petition at www.buildupnyc.org/astoriacove.

HAVE YOUR VOICE HEARD!
June 10 at 6:30 pm 
Community Board 1 Hearing 
on Astoria Cove
Astoria World Manor, 25-22 Astoria Boulevard

June 17 at 7 pm
Community Board 1 Vote 
on Astoria Cove
Astoria World Manor, 25-22 Astoria Boulevard

“I have a good job that allows me to live in Astoria and 
help my daughter and her family. Astoria needs good jobs 
and affordable housing to grow and sustain our middle 
class. The jobs created in Astoria Cove should keep 
Astoria affordable to working families like mine.” 

– Fadila Mrkulic, pictured with her grandson
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

More than 2,000 stu-
dents celebrated the end of a 
chapter of their lives while 
also preparing to begin a 
new one as the Queensbor-
ough Community College 
Class of 2014 walked across 
the stage last Friday.

Seated under a tent 
on the Bayside campus’s 
athletic field, the students 
gathered for the college’s 
53rd commencement cer-
emony that recognized a 
unique group of graduates 
made up of students from 
more than 40 countries 
around the world.

The graduates and 
their families were treated 
to inspirational remarks 
from several speakers, in-
cluding school President 
Dr. Diane Call, state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) and state Assembly 
members Ed Braunstein 

(D-Bayside), Nily Rozic (D-
Flushing) and David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows), 
who all congratulated the 
group of honorees for com-
pleting the first step of the 
rest of their lives.

“This is a commence-
ment, but it’s also an end-
ing,” said Stavisky. “It’s a 
dream that begins today.”

During her brief 
speech, Stavisky quoted 
Abraham Lincoln by tell-
ing the graduates they have 
spent the last two years 
“sharpening their ax” by 
earning a degree that will 
help them advance through 
any challenge they encoun-
ter in life.

Weprin congratulated 
the group and said he was 
“immensely proud” of the 
task they had just accom-
plished and said he was 
certain the students would 
go on to make the world a 
better place.

“You’ll go on to cure 
diseases, spread peace 
and improve human con-
ditions,” Weprin told the 
group of students. “It’s a 
goal and accomplishment,  
but it’s also the beginning 
of new challenges ahead, 
and armed with a great 
education and the love of 
those closest to you, you’ll 
continue to make history.”

Of the thousands of 

students who were finally 
presented with their degree 
Friday, the youngest was 
just 18, and the oldest was 
Stephen Jones, a 60-year-
old South Jamaica native 
who served as president of 
QCC’s student government 
and also received the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Award 
as he walked across the 
stage for acting as a leader 
in promoting racial har-

mony and appreciation of 
cultural diversity.

As Jones delivered 
his speech before diplomas 
were presented, he told 
his classmates and their 
families his heartwarming 
story of the ups and downs 
that led to his success at 
QCC.

After finishing eighth-
grade, Jones dropped out of 
school and eventually went 
off to the U.S. Army after 
his father enrolled him at 
age 16. He returned a few 
years later, at age 19, and 
earned his GED, but he did 
not make the decision to 
go to college until the fall 
of 2012, when he enrolled 
at QCC after more than 
four decades of being out of 
school.

“I was scared when I 
first walked on campus, 
being almost 60 years old 
and back in school after 
43 years,” Jones said. “As 

a South Jamaica native, I 
was not expected to excel 
at anything, but I’m here 
to tell you that there are no 
excuses.”

Jones graduated on the 
dean’s list with a 3.3 GPA 
and earned his associate’s 
degree in applied science 
in new media technology, a 
feat he accomplished by go-
ing to school full time while 
also working.

When diplomas were 
distributed as the last leg 
of the ceremony, Jones was 
the last graduate to walk 
across the stage and raised 
his arms in triumph as he 
received his second stand-
ing ovation of the day be-
fore the QCC class of 2014 
moved their tassels from 
right to left.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Stephen Jones, a 60-year-old veteran, cries tears of joy after giv-
ing a speech at his graduation ceremony.  Photo by Caroll Alvarado 

Thousands celebrate graduation from Queensborough
South Jamaica graduate, 60, describes life’s journey to Bayside school during 53rd commencement

Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Unfurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200
Offer expires Dec. 2014. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
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nycschoolsnycschools
Text “prek” or “escuela”to 877 877 for alerts and info. Message and data rates may apply.   

Reply STOP to opt-out.  Terms and Privacy: help.mcommons.com/s/877877. 

Opportunity 
Starts Now™High-quality pre-k sparks a lifetime of  

learning for kindergarten and beyond.

Apply for FREE  
pre-k by the priority  
deadline of June 26:

� Call 311
� Visit nyc.gov/prek
�  Text “prek” to 877 877

Children turning four years  old 
in 2014 who live in New York City 
are eligible for FREE pre-k at 
high-quality Community-Based 
Early Childhood Centers through 
the Department of Education.

They’re ready to learn

#OpportunityStartsNow

What is a Community-Based Early  
Childhood Center (CBECC)?
Community-Based Early Childhood Centers, or CBECCs, 
include many daycare centers, private schools, preschools, 
libraries, and some museums. CBECCs are located across 
the City,  and have been screened and approved by the 
Department of Education for safety, security, and quality.
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
At a time when the 

de Blasio administration 
is making huge efforts to 
increase street safety in 
every neighborhood in the 
city, Jamaica Hills just got 
a big chunk of good news.

The two-way roadway 
that runs parallel to the 
Jamaica Muslim Center 
entrance, at 168th Street 
between Highland Avenue 
and Gothic Drive, will soon 
be converted into a one-way 
street — a longtime and 
hard-fought demand from 
pedestrians, advocates, 
community leaders and 
elected officials.

“This location has 
been, over the years, a 
highly potential place for 
serious accidents to hap-
pen,” said City Councilman 

Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows), one of the propo-
nents of the changes.

“If the new mayor is 
committed to his Vision 
Zero, this is the perfect ex-
ample for a traffic change. 
It will save people’s lives,” 
he added, referring to the 
initiative put into place to 

increase street safety.
The Jamaica Muslim 

Center also welcomed the 
changes.

“This measure will 
certainly reduce traffic and 
increase pedestrian safe-
ty,” said Akhter Hussain., 
president of the center.

A section of 168th Street between Highland Avenue and 
Gothic Drive is slated to be converted into a one-way road. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

168th St. to be one-way
at Muslim center entry

Need Help Filing An Insurance Claim?

ALLOW EXPERIENCED CLAIMS ADJUSTERS TO RECOUP WHAT YOU ARE ENTITLED TO!

We pledge to protect you from insurance companies  
who want to avoid paying all the money you are owed.

ANM Claims offers complete insurance claim 

processing, comprehensive forensic examinations, 

construction/emergency repairs, and evaluation of 

insurance coverage.

CALL NOW TO FILE A CLAIM!
516.218.3999

ANM Clai

processing, 

construction

insurance co

W W W . A N M C L A I M S . C O M
Continued on Page 47
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!
New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

560 Northern Blvd., Great Neck
516-726-1771
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Spring is one of the 
most beautiful seasons 
of the year — but not for 
those who suffer with 
allergies. 

There are more than 
100 different species 
of trees in the north-
east United States that 
will be pollinating this 
spring, and many of 
them come from our 
area. These trees release 
tiny grains of pollen 
that become airborne.  
These stubborn tiny 
grains are the cause of 
great discomfort for mil-
lions of people who are 
allergic to them. Typi-
cal symptoms of spring 
pollen allergy are: red 
itchy eyes, nasal conges-
tion, sneeze, cough, and 
wheeze. In the United 
States there are about 
40 to 50 million people 
who suffer from allergy-
related illnesses. 

Dr. Gadi Avshalo-
mov, an allergy special-
ist, can help.

“The allergic condi-
tion can take on many 
different forms,” says 
Dr. Avshalomov. “Al-
lergies may be present 
as nasal or sinus prob-
lems, asthma, eczema, 
hives, or even a life-
threatening anaphylac-
tic reaction. Now more 
than ever, the patient’s 
battle with allergies has 
to be addressed on all 
fronts.”

To ease allergic 
symptoms, you first 
need to get to the root of 
the problem. Dr. Avshal-
omov performs the high-
est standards of testing 
and diagnosis, right at 
the office. A simple skin 
prick test, which is per-
formed by pricking the 
skin with a bit of an al-
lergen and waiting to 
see if a hive develops, 
can provide the answers 
in about 20 minutes, 
says the doctor.

The results will re-
veal what specific al-
lergens you have, and 
what you may be aller-
gic to:  ragweed, pollen, 
dust mites, pets, mold, 
or foods. Being allergic 
can result in conditions 

such as chronic con-
gestion, a runny nose, 
eczema, sinusitis, and 
even asthma.

Once the doctor has 
this information, a plan 
of attack can be imple-
mented. 

“It’s like detective 
work,” says Dr. Avshalo-
mov. “You break it down 
to what is causing the 
problem, and formulate 
a treatment plan.”

Some patients can 
be treated with medica-
tion. Others may need 
immunotherapy, injec-
tions with a bit of the 
allergen to “desensitize 
them and stop the al-
lergic reaction in their 
bodies,” says the doctor. 
This treatment allows 
patients to get on with 
their lives and be part 

of the great outdoors. If 
you have a pet but de-
velop an allergy to its 
dander, with injections, 
you may possibly be able 
to live with it again. The 
results are that good.

“The success rate is 
over 75 percent,” says 
the doctor.

 Often people come 
to him after they have 
tried a variety of over-
the-counter remedies, 
which have not been 
helpful. Dr. Avshalomov 
refers to these medica-
tions as “Band-Aids.”

“The only effective 
treatment is removal of 
allergen, when possible, 
and desensitization via 
allergy shots,” he says. 
“Nothing is ever ge-
neric or one-size-fits-all. 
Everyone has a unique 

reaction to allergens, 
so everyone needs a 
unique treatment regi-
men.” Once he knows 
exactly what people are 
allergic to, he creates 
custom-made allergy 
shots to meet their spe-
cific needs.

There are many the-
ories as to why aller-
gies are so prevalent, 
says the doctor. Living 
in an urban environ-
ment, like Brooklyn, is 
one factor, he says, as 
we are exposed to large 
amounts of dust mites, 
cockroaches, mice, and 
molds. Other factors in-
clude genetics, human 
migration, and hygiene. 

Interestingly, he says 
that modern medicine 
has also contributed to 
creating some condi-

tions. 
“Once upon a time, 

people with asthma used 
to die,” he says. “Now, 
thank God, they’re liv-
ing full lives, but they’re 
passing the problem 
down to the next genera-
tion.”

Dr. Avshalomov is 
board-certified to treat 
both adults and chil-
dren. He specializes in 
the treatment of asthma 
and allergies. As a spe-
cialist in immunology, 
he deals with all dis-
orders of the immune 
system, including sinus 
infections, pneumonia, 
and bronchitis.

“We offer the most 
current, scientifically-
approved treatment in 
the field,” he says. Most 
major medical plans are 

accepted.
The doctor studied 

medicine at Tel Aviv 
University Medical in 
Israel. He has done spe-
cialty training at North 
Shore Long Island Jew-
ish Hospital and at Sch-
neider’s Children’s Hos-
pital. In addition to his 
private practice, he is 
an assistant professor 
at COHEN’S Children’s 
Hospital.

Dr. Avshalomov [2084 
E. 67th St. corner of Ave. 
U, in Mill Basin, (718) 
444–8014; 560 Northern 
Blvd., in Great Neck, 
(516) 726–1771]. Open 
Sundays, 8 am–noon; 
Mondays, 10;00 am–6 
pm; Tuesdays, 3–7 pm; 
and Thursdays, 9 am–6 
pm. Call for hours for the 
Great Neck location.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Dr. Gadi Avshalomov, an allergy specialist, can help
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Photos by Christina Santucci 

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Walter Karling
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SummerSummerDayDayCampCamp
Our                    Low Prices &  

Our Upcoming Open House Dates:

 

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  AviatorSports.com

718.758.7510 |  AviatorCamps.com

Aviator Sports and Events Center

��
�

Saturday, June 7, 12pm to 3pm

Camp Starts June 30!

2014

Queens Center and the 
mall’s owner Macerich 
(NYSE:MAC) were honored 
with a prestigious MAXI 
Award from the Interna-
tional Council of Shopping 
Centers (ICSC) for Cul-
tureArte, the innovative 
celebration of Hispanic 
Heritage Month. The MAXI 
Awards recognize the high-
est levels of achievement in 
shopping center marketing.  
The awards were announced 
in late May at ICSC’s RECon 
in Las Vegas, the shopping 
center industry’s largest an-
nual gathering.

At Queens Center, Macer-
ich piloted a sophisticated, 
out-of-the-ordinary event 
series called CultureArte as 
the grand finale of Hispanic 
Heritage Month in October 
2013. The weekend-long cel-
ebration included a lively, 
modern program of fashion, 
dance and music highlight-
ing the richness and diver-
sity of Latin culture. Thou-
sands attended this special 
event that recognized the 
traditions and cultural con-

tributions of Latinos in New 
York City. 

“This award underscores 
the importance of Hispanic 
culture, which is such a ma-
jor part of the Queens Cen-
ter community,” said John 
Scaturro, Senior Manager, 
Marketing, Queens Center. 
“We were pleased to create 
an exciting, out-of-the-box 
program designed to reflect 
the modern Hispanic sensi-
bility.”  

Queens Center is one of 

five major Macerich prop-
erties in the New York City 
area, including Kings Plaza 
in Brooklyn; Atlas Park in 
Glendale, Queens; Green 
Acres Mall in Valley Stream; 
and Cross County Shopping 
Center in Yonkers.

Queens Center provides 
a first-class shopping envi-
ronment of nearly 1 million 
square feet for its namesake 
borough. Situated at the 
hub of mass transit and at 
the intersections of Queens 

Boulevard, the Long Island 
Expressway and Woodhaven 
Boulevard, the borough’s 
only regional mall offers 
anchors including Macy’s, 
H&M, and JCPenney, plus 
200+ specialty retailers and 
food experiences. For up-to-
the-moment information, 
like us on Facebook or check 
out our website http://www.
shopqueenscenter.com. 

Founded in 1957, the In-
ternational Council of Shop-
ping Centers (ICSC) is the 

global trade association of 
the shopping center indus-
try. Its 60,000 members in 
the U.S., Canada and more 
than 80 other countries in-
clude shopping center own-
ers, developers, managers, 
marketing specialists, in-
vestors, lenders, retailers 
and other professionals as 
well as academics and public 
officials. As the global indus-
try trade association, ICSC 
links with more than 25 na-
tional and regional shopping 

center councils throughout 
the world.

Queens Center is owned 
and operated by Macerich 
(NYSE:MAC), which is an 
S&P 500 company. Macer-
ich is a fully integrated self-
managed and self-adminis-
tered real estate investment 
trust, which focuses on the 
acquisition, leasing, man-
agement, development and 
redevelopment of regional 
malls throughout the United 
States.

Macerich currently owns 
55 million square feet of real 
estate consisting primarily 
of interests in 52 regional 
shopping centers. Macerich 
specializes in successful re-
tail properties in many of 
the country’s most attrac-
tive, densely populated mar-
kets with significant pres-
ence in California, Arizona, 
Chicago and the Greater 
New York Metro area. 

Additional information 
about Macerich can be ob-
tained from the Company’s 
website at www.macerich.
com.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Queens Center Wins Prestigious Maxi Award for CultureArte, Unique Celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Artists in Sunnyside 

and Long Island City are 
celebrating the recent open-
ing of a mammoth supply 
store, at 34-09 Queens Blvd.

Artist & Crafts-
man Supply opened in a 
10,000-square-foot indus-
trial space, which used to 
house a Bryers Ice Cream 
factory, in April and it is 
beginning to see a growing 
stream of customers.

Artist & Craftsman 
fills the void left by the 
shuttering of Pearl Paint, 
the legendary art supply 
store on Canal Street that 
closed in April. Pearl Paint 
supplied generations of art-
ists citywide in its nearly 
eight decades in TriBeCa.

“We’ve been trying to 
spread the word that we’re 
here,” manager Austin Ye-
rrick said. “The LIC Arts 
Open was a great opportu-

nity for us to let the pros 
know we’re here and now 
we’re starting to do out-
reach with the Sunnyside 
Artists group.”

Two artists who work 
at the employee-owned 
company  applied and were 
accepted to compete in the 
group’s seventh annual 
Fine Art Fair June 15, at 
Queen of Angels Church.

“We are pleased to 
have two of their artists 
in our show,” Sunnyside 
Artists President Manny 
Gomez said. “Our artists 
are selected by a blind jury, 
so you know they are tal-
ented folks.”

The store is part of a 
chain with 20 locations in 
13 states. It is the third of 
four sites in New York City, 
including Williamsburg, 
Park Slope and Harlem.

“The owner chooses 
areas for the ratio of artists 
and they know where their 

customers are,” Yerrick 
said. “In addition to the art-
ists communities, LaGuar-
dia Community College is 
sending students and teach-
ers here.”

The stores meet all the 
needs of painters, sculptors 
and printmakers. Craft en-
thusiasts will also find sup-
plies and there are plenty of 
items for children.

“I confess I go there 
not just for the amazing 
art supplies and handmade 
paper, but also for the art 
cards and retro gifts for 
sale up front,” Sunnyside 
Artists founder Pat Dorf-
man said. “Be careful if you 
start checking it out, you 
will be going home with a 
hyena mask you suddenly 
had to have.”

Dorfman’s group is 
determined to make Art-
ists & Craftsman Supply a 
permanent fixture in the 
neighborhood.

“We need people to 
shop there,” Dorfman said. 
“As artists, we need that 
store to do well so we can 
have it there.”

Mary Caulfield, whose 
embroidered pack of un-
filtered Camels won a spot 
among 30 works at the “My 
Father” exhibit at the Cop-
per Kettle, running June 
17 through July 22, said, 

“This art store is in walk-
ing or biking distance for 
area artists, it’s a great ad-
dition to local resources.”

Gomez is planning a 
late summer “art party” at 
the store’s industrial bay in 
late summer.

“I picture it with 
strung lights with music 
and dancing with great 
food and drink.”

Yerrick is pleased 
with the reception Artist & 
Craftsman Supply has got-
ten so far.

“It seems like a really 
cool community,” said the 
resident of Manhattan’s Up-
per East Side. “In fact, my 
wife and I like it so much 
we’re thinking of moving 
here.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Artist & Craftsman Supply features an extraordinary inventory of 
supplies. Photo by Bill Parry

Giant art supply store opens in old Sunnyside factory
Newcomer steps into void left by surprise closing of Pearl Paints after eight decades in Manhattan

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“My aunt died in peace and comfort in her beloved Brooklyn,
thanks to Calvary’s end-of-life care.”

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

“My Aunt Maryann was like a sister to me. I loved her dearly, just as much 
as she loved our family – and Brooklyn. When terminal cancer invaded her 
precious body, Calvary Home Hospice was there to take her out of pain. 
When it was necessary to move to a hospital, you were there once again 
at Calvary Hospital in Brooklyn, with your same expert palliative comfort 
and care. Calvary never missed a beat in caring for my aunt – and for us. 
Thanks to you, my Aunt Maryann was able to stay in her beloved Brooklyn. 
As a nurse and a niece, thank you, Calvary. I will never forget you.”

– Colleen Lee, RN
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The Kew-Forest School

We congratulate our graduating seniors on their acceptances 
to the following colleges and universities:

We are so proud to welcome our newest group of alumni, and look 
forward to hearing of their future accomplishments.  Ad Summum!

119-17 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills, NY 11375-6143    Phone: (718) 268-4667   www.kewforest.org

American

Boston College

Babson

Barry

Brandeis

Boston University

Colby

Colgate

Concordia Irvine

Cornell

CUNY Hunter

CUNY Queens

Drexel

Fairfield

Franklin And Marshall

Fordham

George Washington

Hamilton

Hampshire

Hofstra

Lehigh

Long Island University

Muhlenberg

Manhattan College

New York University

Pace

Pennsylvania State 

   University
       
Pontificia Universidad
 
   Católica Madre y Maestra

Post

Providence

Quinnipiac

Seton Hall

St. John’s

SUNY Albany

SUNY Binghamton

SUNY Cortland

SUNY Purchase

SUNY Stony Brook

Syracuse

Temple

Tulane

University Of Arizona

University Of California 

    Riverside

University Of Chicago

University Of Connecticut

University Of Massachusetts

University Of Richmond

University Of Rhode Island

University Of San Francisco

Vanderbilt

Wesleyan

Wheaton

Williams

York

Inspiring    tudents to Achieve...
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$103BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

ACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches 
& dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher 
available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. 
^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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SAVINGS & SELECTION
FIND A WHOLE LOT OF

AT MAJOR WORLD!AT MAJOR WORLD!

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$14,995
CAMARO'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
42k miles, Stk#1196

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 

32k miles, Stk#1616

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 1382, 3k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

2011 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995

EXPLORER
2013 FORD

Stk# 1081, 31k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

MKS
2010 LINCOLN

Stk# 4985, 69k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$15,995

328xi
2011 BMW

Stk# 661029, 32k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

M37
2011 INFINITI

Stk# 1237, 27k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,995

G37
2011 INFINITI

Stk# 1414, 13k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2008 Hummer H3, 97k 3802 $9,500
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2006 Lexus GS300 RD, 107k 009137 $10,995
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2012 Volkswagen Passat, 22k 4362 $13,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995 
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 535xi, 44k 4519 $13,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2008 Mercedes S550, 99k 4244 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2008 Mercedes CLS 550, 57k 82172 $22,995
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
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Neha Shah is a delightful and zestful high school 
senior, who is always looking to achieve in life. 
She is also Valedictorian of the High School for 
Arts and Business, Class of 2014. Throughout 
her high school career, Neha has successfully 
obtained several awards for her diligence and 
perseverance and has been a consistent honor 
roll inductee. Additionally, she has received 
“outstanding achievements” in all of her major 
subject areas and has perfect attendance for her 
entire high school career. She is also part of the 
National Honor Society (Arista) and continues 
to help make differences within her school and 
within her community, for which she is presented 
with a certificate annually since 2012. Her GPA 
of 93.5, excellent Chemistry and Physics Regents 
scores as well as having earned 1640 on her SATs 
are just a few indicators of the stellar academic 
success Neha has enjoyed. 

Always eager to get a leg up on her education, 
Neha participated in College Now courses 
through Queensborough Community College. 
Among the courses was Intro to Micro- 
Computers. This course was followed up with the 
more advanced Advisory Microsoft Office, which 
strengthened skills learned from Intro to Micro-
Computers. For both courses Neha received an 
A. In her second semester of senior year, Neha 
took another College Now course, English 101. 
At High School for Arts and Business, Neha took 
two AP courses Senior year: AP English Literature 
and Composition and AP Psychology.

Science Teacher, Dr. Robert Welt, is proud of 
Neha and her accomplishments. Dr. Welt says, 

“Neha was a student in my Physics classes last 
year and was in my Chemistry lab two years 
ago. This year she is in my AP Psychology 
class. Physics requires good math, organization, 
and logic skills, requiring many hours of work. 
Neha’s work, in all classes, is complete, detailed, 
and well thought out. I believe one of her main 
attributes is her willingness and eagerness to put 
in the extra hours required to learn and master 
the subject matter.”

When she was a high school junior, Neha was 
a member of the Rocket Club in which members 
built rockets and launched them to find out the 
velocity at which they traveled and the apex 
height that the rockets reached. Dr. Welt recalls, 
“We discussed the history and physics required 
for space travel and built model Estes rockets.”

While she is graduating as the Valedictorian, 
Neha is also vigorously involved in her school. 
Since 2012 she has participated in the Culinary 
Club, in which members cook an assortment of 
delectable cuisines. During junior year Neha 
was a valued member of the girl handball team, 
for which she won a certificate of recognition. 

She was also involved in the Drama Club, where 
members are responsible for delivering famous 
soliloquies and speeches. 

Among Neha’s more memorable experiences 
is her work experience at Coler Hospital on 
Roosevelt Island, New York in the summer of 
2011. Her employment was a result of selection 
by the Summer Youth Employment Program. Neha 
completed several quotas during her workday, 
including alphabetizing patients’ files, registering 
patients’ information in the online system, 
and communicating with patients in different 
languages as she is multilingual, speaking Hindi, 
Spanish and, of course, English.

Making the most use of her time at Coler Hospital, 
Neha met several physicians and nurses who 
worked at the hospital for at least six months. The 
experience also permitted first-hand knowledge 
of how hospitals generally function. Neha truly 
values her experience at Coler Hospital; she 
values it so much that it inspired her to pursue a 
nursing career.

 According to her teacher Agustin Lopez, “Neha 
loves helping people. She adores devoting her 
time to others. Her dream profession is to become 
a nurse. She would like to create an organization 
to raise awareness for bullying. She would love 
to travel around the world and donate money 
to charity such as the Red Cross and the Food 
Harvest. Overall, she is a lovely person who is 
fond of making others smile and feel joyful.”

In terms of her reaching her goals, Dean William 
Renteria is a strong believer. Renteria enthuses, 
“She is an outstanding student who has shown a 
great deal of interest and dedication to her studies. 
Additionally, she makes thoughtful observations. I 
believe she has the ability and skills to accomplish 
any goal she decides to pursue!”

 Congratulations to Neha on all she has 
accomplished and all she is yet to accomplish! 
Ad summum!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Neha Shah
June 2014
Student of Distinction
High School for Arts and 
Business
Elmhurst, New York
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glen-
dale) says too many dis-
patchers on a 911 call may 
be bungling the response.

Shortly after the mayor 
announced his administra-
tion was halting a decade-
old, $1.3 billion project to 
modernize the 911 system, 
Crowley took to the steps of 
City Hall with fire and EMS 
unions to call for immedi-
ate changes to one aspect of 
the overhaul called the uni-
fied call taker system.

Under UCT, 911 opera-
tors inquire about a caller’s 
location, emergency, name 
and number while elec-
tronically releasing infor-
mation to FDNY and EMS 
dispatchers. Operators 
then connect FDNY or EMS 
dispatchers to the caller, 
who is then often asked to 
confirm responses before 

emergency responders are 
assigned.

A third exchange is 
sometimes required for 
reports of fires, according 
to Crowley. She said EMS 
is not typically dispatched 
until firefighters on the 
scene confirm the need for 
emergency medical care to 
dispatchers.

“It’s a simple solution 
that we could implement 
today at no cost if imme-
diately when you know 
that it is a medical or fire 
emergency, that that dis-
patcher gets patched in,” 
she said during a joint 
meeting of the Council’s 
Fire and Criminal Justice, 
Public Safety and Technol-
ogy committees last week. 
“Critical time gets wasted. 
Peoples’ lives are hanging 
in the balance.”

Crowley said the aver-
age amount of time elaps-
ing from 911 getting a call 

about a life-threatening 
medical emergency and 
an ambulance arriving on 
scene is 9 minutes 22 sec-
onds.

But when the call pro-
cessing time is omitted, 
that drops to 6 minutes 45 
seconds.

Mindy Tarlow, direc-
tor of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
office of operations, said 
the city is currently ana-
lyzing whether it would be 
more prudent for 911 opera-
tors to ask about the nature 
of emergencies before their 
location as is currently 
done.

De Blasio announced 
last month that he was halt-
ing for 60 days the so-called 
Emergency Communica-
tions Technology Project 
that ushered in UCT be-
cause the initiative had run 
several years behind and 
$1.3 billion over budget. 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The Lefferts Boulevard 
A train station is slated to 
get a major face-lift just in 
time for its 100th anniver-
sary.

The Richmond Hill 
Economic Development 
Corp. welcomed news that 
the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority had 
awarded a contract to in-
stall elevator service at the 
train station at its meeting 
last week.

Vishnu Mahadeo, 
executive director of the 
Richmond Hill EDC, said 
the surrounding commu-
nity’s large concentration 
of seniors had been clamor-
ing for the lift because older 
residents struggled to walk 
up the two flights of stairs 
to the train platform.

But Joseph Raskin, 

assistant director of MTA 
government relations, said 
the work would not stop 
with adding two elevators 
— one traveling from the 
street to the mezzanine and 
a second progressing from 
the mezzanine to the plat-

form — behind the stair-
case on the northwest cor-
ner of Lefferts Boulevard 
and Liberty Avenue.

Raskin said the two-
year project would also 
encompass enhancements 
that make the station more 
accessible to the physically 
disabled, such as extending 
the platform closer to ar-
riving trains and rebuild-
ing staircases, and work 
to beautify the station, in-
cluding adding mosaic art-
work.

“Let’s face it — all the 
stations along Liberty Av-
enue look 100 years old,” 
Raskin said, noting that 
the Liberty Avenue stations 
will approach its centen-
nial next year. “It will look 
good .... You’ll be conscious 
of the history of the station, 
but will also know we didn’t 

A rendering shows where 
the MTA plans to install ele-
vator service in the Lefferts 
Boulevard A train station. 

Rendering courtesy MTA

Crowley seeks to streamline
9-1-1 call system immediately

Elevator, subway upgrades
slated for Lefferts Blvd stop

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens, near JFK Airport.  Locate Your Free Shuttle: RWRedExpress.com
MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 

PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

Saturday, June 14 Saturday, June 14

  
 
  
Celebrate over 50 years of
the hit song “The Twist” 
and many more, by the 
original twister. 
Doors open at 7 pm.

Saturday, June 28 

Performances by Melba Moore, 
Ms. Yvonne Elliman,  Sara Dash 
of Labelle, Maxine Nightingale,  
& more. Doors open at 8pm.

Performances by Melba

www.rwnewyork.com

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 47
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

8900 Van Wyck Expressway, Jamaica, NY 11418 • www.jamaicahospital.org

Free 
Newsletter 
Subscription

The # 1 Cause of Hospitalizations in 
South East Queens is Heart Disease. 
We Can Help.
For More Information or to Schedule an 
Appointment, Call 718-206-6742
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PHYSICAL 
THERAPY: 
Illnesses of the musculoskeletal 

system can result in temporary 
loss of mobility. But physical 

therapy can help to prevent those 
temporary problems from becom-
ing permanent.

The American Physical Ther-
apy Association says physical ther-
apists diagnose and treat individu-
als of all ages who have conditions 
that limit their abilities to perform 
functional activities. Limitations 
in mobility may result from injury 
or illness or be present at birth. 
Many physical therapists develop 
a plan to reduce pain and restore 
function through various treat-
ment techniques with the ultimate 
goal of restoring a patient’s func-
tional independence.

Physical therapists are licensed 
healthcare professionals who must 
receive a degree from an accredited 
physical therapist program before 
taking national licensure exams 
that enable them to open a practice 
or work in a facility. The Bureau of 
Labor Statistics predicts a 30 per-
cent growth in physical therapy ca-

reers through 2018, which is a rate 
better than all other occupations. 
Unemployment rates for physical 
therapists are very low, and they 
are in high demand.

Physical therapists employ var-
ious physical modalities to help 
with certain conditions. For ex-
ample, a patient may be asked to 
perform various range-of-motion 
exercises to restore function to an 
injured part of the body. Physical 
therapists also may use heat, cold 
and electrical impulses to reduce 
pain and stimulate muscle func-
tion. Physical therapy sessions fre-
quently include some form of mas-
sage as well. 

While athletes frequently rely 
on physical therapy as they recover 
from injuries, others can benefi t 
from physical therapy as well. For 
example, physical therapy may 
work in conjunction with other 
treatments for cardiopulmonary 
disease. The cardiopulmonary 
system delivers oxygen to active 
tissues, which plays an important 

a vital part of treatment
on the road to recovery

Continued on Page 36



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
E 6

-12
, 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
36

TL

Our Services
Companionship, Conversation, and 

Safety Monitoring
Activity Planning and Participation

Light Housekeeping
Running Errands/Shopping
Escorting to Appointments

Bathing and Personal Hygiene
Dressing and Grooming

Mobility and Ambulation
Meal Planning and Preparation

Assistance in Feeding
Toileting and Incontinence Care

Assistance with Medications

212-273-5678
www.phhs.com/private
progressivecare@phhs.com

Anytime, night or day, 
ProgressiveCare is there

to provide your home care.

Our Home Health Aides, 
Personal Care Aides, and 
Companions are available 
24 /7 and are conversant in 

English, Spanish, and Chinese.

ProgressiveCare
Private

��������	
���
�������
��
����������
���������
������
���
���
�����
����
����

����
�
���
����
������
��
�� 
��
�������
��!�
����
������	
�������"

Don’t Panic When Your Family Member 
Needs Assistance to Remain At Home

 I am a member of the baby boomer gen-
eration who has been fortunate enough 
to have parents who lived long, relatively 
happy lives. My father passed away at age 
87 and my mother, who is still with us but 
has severe dementia, is now approaching 
97. Both of my parents’ later years have 
been supported through personal care 
in their home. This care has been funded 
through long term care insurance, private 
funds and finally, Medicaid.
 My career for the past 34 years has been 
focused in New York’s Home Health Care 
Industry. Despite my expertise in the field, 
I and my younger sister have had to 
struggle with the emotional, financial 
and general stress of ensuring that our 
parents received the care they needed 
to safely remain in their home.
 It’s often difficult for us or our loved 
one to accept the fact they need assis-
tance to remain at home. An unsteady 
gait, deterioration in hygiene, forgetful-
ness in taking prescribed medications, 
inability to purchase, prepare and eat nu-
tritious meals are all signs that assistance 
may be needed to safely remain at home. 
A supportive, united family can help the 
loved one finally accept the fact that this 
assistance is necessary. 
 Once you have determined that help 
is needed, look for a Home Care Agency 
that is licensed and regulated by the 
New York State Department of Health.   
This ensures that the Aides sent to the 
home are appropriately trained, adequate-

ly supervised, legally approved to work in 
the US, checked for criminal backgrounds 
along with being properly insured and 
bonded. Additionally, they relieve the fam-
ily of the responsibility of Government 
mandates to withhold taxes, pay into So-
cial Security, Worker Compensation, and 
other requirements. Additionally, the fam-
ily should choose Agencies that have NY 
State approved training programs and 
have earned accreditation status, a vol-
untary action that signifies the highest 
level of recognition of quality approval 
in the United States. 
  While most seniors have Medicare, it 
is important to understand that Medicare 
does not cover long term care, but Med-
icaid can cover this care. New York has 
one of the best Medicaid Home Care 
benefits of any state in the country. 
Even if the care recipient owns his or her 
home or has assets, they may still qualify 
for Medicaid. There are Elder Care Attor-
neys and other professionals who can as-
sist in the Medicaid application process.  
 Each family’s situation is unique. An 

important first step is to reach out and 
contact someone knowledgeable about ac-
cessing these services.  Don’t panic - qual-
ity help and peace of mind are available for 
you and your loved one.
 For a referral to a quality Joint Commis-
sion Accredited Licensed Home Care Ser-
vices Agency that specializes in both private 
pay and government funded services, you 
can call ProgressiveCare at 212.273.5678 
or visit us on the web at www.phhs.com/
private.

ELDERCARE TODAY

ELDERCARE

part in movement. When 
the cardiopulmonary sys-
tem is compromised, mus-
cles and other tissues may 
not function as they should, 
and certain exercises and 
mobility therapies may be 
needed. Physical therapists 

also aid in improving physi-
cal ailments related to neu-
rological diseases, such as 
cerebral palsy, multiple scle-
rosis, spinal cord injuries, 
Parkinson’s disease, and 
Alzheimer’s disease. Physi-
cal therapists may also help 
treat poor vision, poor bal-
ance and paralysis. 

Children who have 
learning disabilities re-
lated to a neurological or 

physical condition may 
benefi t from certain forms 
of physical therapy. For 
example, vision problems 
can compromise academic 
performance, so physi-
cal therapy that aims to 
enhance visual tracking 
skills and strengthen the 
eyes in conjunction with 
corrective lenses may help 
youngsters, or even adult 
students, perform better in 
the classroom.

Very often physical 
therapy will be recom-
mended by a general doctor 
or an orthopedic surgeon 
as part of recovery from a 
surgery or a condition. The 
therapist may work in con-
junction with another doc-
tor to provide a program 
that helps foster a faster 
and safe recovery. Physi-
cal therapy tends to begin 
gradually and resistance is 
slowly built up as the body 
strengthens. The length of 
physical therapy will de-
pend on the condition and 
the recommendation of the 
therapist and doctors over-
seeing the treatments.  

Continued from Page 35

Therapy
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STAY TUNED FOR

BY MERLE EXIT

Once considered the dumping 
ground of network television, summer 
months now include new scripted shows 
and plenty of reality TV choices. 

Over the next few weeks, Queens 
will be well represented on those com-
petition programs with not one but 
two residents vying for the top prize 
on “America’s Got Talent” and “Mas-
terChef.”

Rockaway Beach resident Mike 
Greenstein, who goes by the moniker 
Mighty Atom Jr., is a 94-year-old strong-
man, who can pull a car using his teeth. 
In case you’re wondering, he is the con-
testant on “America’s Got Talent.”

On Fox’s “MasterChef,” Long Is-

land City resident Jaimee Vitolo made 
it through the first episode and earned 
an apron, which means she will appear 
in Round 2.

Greenstein comes by his talents 
naturally — his father, Joseph, was a 
20th-century strongman, known as The 
Mighty Atom, who amazed crowds with 
his feats of physical strength, as well as 
acts of mental powers. The older Green-
stein performed until he was 81. 

Mighty Atom Jr. has continued 
with the family business after stepping 
into a strongman role during WW II.

During the war, the elder Green-
stein toured Army bases with his show, 
while his son was employed as an Army 
mechanic. Eventually, servicemen 
started asking the younger Greenstein 

if he could do some of the same tricks 
as his father. Having trained with his 
father, Greenstein put an act together.

“I would do shows in the towns of 
the (Army) camps that I traveled to in 
order to raise money for the war bonds,” 
Greenstein said. “I loved performing 
and keeping in shape at the same time.”

While most “America’s Got Talent” 
contestants perform for a series of judg-
es before hitting the studio, Greenstein 
was invited to come on the show after 
the producers watched his car pulling 
stunt. 

Vitolo, who was born in Astoria 
and grew up in Jackson Heights, now 
lives in Long Island City with her boy-
friend. She was one of 22 contestants, 
who passed the first “MasterChef” test 

and earned an apron to move on. 
By e-mail, Vitolo talked about her 

experience on the show and her life in 
the food business as a bakery assistant 
in Brooklyn.

“I get to do so much at my job,” Vi-
tolo said. “We do a lot of simple, rustic 
pastries. Everything is made fresh and 
from scratch. I get a lot of creative free-
dom.”

A longtime fan of the show, Vitolo 
and her boyfriend have watched each 
season, last summer she toyed with the 
idea of trying out for the program. 

“I thought how hilarious would it 
be if I tried out?” she said. “We joked 
about it for a while, and then I decided, 
why the hell not? So I went and audi-

Continued on Page 40

Rockaway Beach and LIC residents vie for the crown on ‘America’s Got Talent’ and ‘MasterChef’
BY MERLE EXIT

Once considered the dumping 
ground of network television, summer 

land City resident Jaimee Vitolo made 
it through the first episode and earned 
an apron, which means she will appear 
in Round 2.

if he could do some of the same tricks
as his father. Having trained with his 
father, Greenstein put an act together.

“I would do shows in the towns of 

and earned an apron to move on.
By e-mail, Vitolo talked about her 

experience on the show and her life in
the food business as a bakery assistant 

Rockaway Beach and LIC residents vie for the crown on ‘America’s Got Talent’ and ‘MasterChef’
QUEENS REALITY

Sudoku 38 
Crossword Puzzle 40 

Guide to Dining 43 

Mike Greenstein, aka Mighty 
Atom Jr., demonstrates 
how he can pull a car with 
this teeth. Photo by Merle Exit
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #79 Hard #79

W
eek 35

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway

Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

$7.50 MENU!
Tuesday–Friday 12pm–5:30pm 

SOUP AND SIDE HOUSE SALAD

ENTRÉE SALADS

PASTA

FLATBREAD SANDWICH & SIDE HOUSE SALAD

SMALL PIZZA & SODA

WE DELIVER 
TUESDAY–SATURDAY 

5PM–9:30PM

SUNDAY
5PM–8:30PM
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Reef is the latest addition to 
the off-Austin Street, Forest Hills 
dining scene.  It occupies the two-
story space (street level and base-
ment) that formerly housed Status 
Quo, and before that the Network 
Café.   It features Mediterranean-
style seafood, and other things, 
with the major emphasis on 
Greece and a minor one on Italy.

The new owners have done 
a tasteful job of renovating what 
was previously a grungy space, 
with exposed brick, better light-
ing and a contemporary design 
sensibility.  Less than two months 
old, the place was packed on a 
Thursday evening during “happy 
hour.”  

Gratis bean spread, along 
with rolls left too long in the 
warmer, arrived unbidden to our 
table to sustain us until our ac-
tual appetizers came, quite some 
time later.  Reef has an unusu-
ally deep list of raw seafood that 
is neither sushi nor nestled in a 
shell.  Although raw oysters are 
there for the asking, you can also 
choose from two types of carpac-
cio (tuna or salmon), tuna tatare, 
or striped bass crudo.  We opted 
for the tuna tatare prepared with 
capers, finely chopped carrot, cu-
cumber, olive oil and lemon.  Al-
though a bit overly salty, the fla-
vors were bright and clean.  

The burrata was as much 
of a sensual pleasure as burrata 
should be.  The creamy interior 
of the mozzarella was set off by 
the olive oil and balsamic coupled 
with basil and tomato.  Spicy 
cheese with feta and jalapeno, 

eggplant with roasted garlic and 
walnuts, and garlicky yogurt 
and cucumber are all members 
of the Trio of Dips.  They were all 
tasty, although the spicy cheese 
is not for the faint of heart.  Our 
only complaint is that they were 
stingy with the pita, and when we 
requested more, replenished it 
with crackers, claiming to be out 
of pita.

High marks for the quality 
of the seafood in the entrées.  The 
sole stuffed with crabmeat was 
sweet fleshed, and the stuffing 
was noticeably crabby.  The sea-
food with pasta in a white wine 
sauce was pleasantly garlicky, 

and abundant with sea creatures.  
Swordfish steak was of good qual-
ity, but too boring to risk a dose 
of heavy metal.  We also tried 
the 10-ounce strip steak special, 
which turned out to be overly 
salted and barely medium when 
ordered rare.  

Desserts here are mostly 
house-made and wonderful.  Try 
the walnut cake, drenched in 
sweet syrup or the semolina cus-
tard.

Now comes the bad news, 
good news part.  The bad news 
was that the service was abys-
mal.  When we complained, they 
attributed it to being short staffed 

because a server didn’t show.  The 
good news is that they showed 
that they cared.  When we told 
them one of the entrées and the 
French fries were cold, they gra-
ciously comped us our bottle of 
wine and coffees.  Since they can’t 
keep that up with every diner, 
we’re confident they’re commit-
ted to improving their service.

The Bottom Line
Reef is a welcome addition 

to Forest Hills for drinks and 
Mediterrannean snacks or a full 
dinner.  There are happy hour 
discounts of 20 percent on all ap-

petizers, and varying discounts 
on wine and cocktails from 5 p.m. 
— 7:30 p.m.  The vibe is lively and 
the food tasty.  The management 
is very hospitable.  

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant crit-
ic and author of “Eating Like 
Queens: A Guide to Ethnic Dining 
in America’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

PRODUCTIONS

“12 Angry Men” — Theatre 
Time Productions presents the 
classic court room drama.
When: June 21 to June 29, 
Friday and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St.
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors 

Catch new addition to Forest Hills’ dining scene
Austin Street’s Reef serves fresh seafood dishes accompanied with Italian and Grecian fl air

IF YOU GO
Reef

108-02 72nd Ave.
Forest Hills

(718) 487-4564
www.reef-restaurant.com

Price Range: Starters: $9—16. 
Entrees $13—28

Cuisine: Mediterranean seafood
Setting: Stylishly remodeled two-

story space.
Service: Needs improvement

Hours: Monday to Wednesday Noon 
- Midnight, Thursday to Saturday 

Noon - 1 am, 
Sunday Noon - Midnight

Reservations: Recommended on 
weekends

Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual 

Children: Welcome
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: All

Noise level: Noisy, especially 
during Happy Hour

Handicap accessible: Yes

The Trio of Dips includes servings of feta with jalapeno, eggplant mixed with walnuts and a garlicky yogurt combined with 
cucumber. Photo by Suzanne Parker

and children 13 and younger
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

“We Women Do It Better!/
Nosotras Hacemos Mejor!” 
— This one-woman comedy 
focuses on a sexy, funny 
and adult workshop about 
professional growth as taught 
by an attractive psychologist. 
Performed in English by Kathy 

Tejada and in Spanish by 
Soledad Lopez. 
When: Through June 29, Friday 
at 8 pm and Saturday at 3 pm in 
English, Saturday at 8 pm and 
Sunday at 4 pm in Spanish.
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $27, $25/seniors and 
students
Contact:(718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

AUDITIONS

“Thoroughly Modern Millie” 

— Free Synagogue of Flushing 
Community Theatre Group will 
hold auditions for it November 
production. Those auditioning 
should be prepared to sing and 
dance. Tech and stage crew are 
also needed. Rehearsals begin 
in August. 
When: Monday, June 9, and 
Wednesday, June 11, at 7:30 pm; Call 
backs are set for Thursday, June 12
Where: FSF, 136-23 Sanford 
Ave., Flushing
Contact: (516) 354-5210 or 
(516) 521-5500

“South Pacifi c” — Theatre By 

the Bay is holding auditions 
for its November production. 
Rehearsals being July 31. Those 
auditioning should bring sheet 
music for the provided piano 
accompanist, be prepared to 
dance and read lines.
When: Tuesday, June 10, at 7:30 
pm and Thursday, June, 12, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363, 
Monday to Friday, from 9 am 
to 5 pm
Website: www.
TheatreByTheBayNY.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, 
(718) 225-7382
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Across
1. Displayed
6. Express
11. Sleep acronym
14. Part of a TV transmission
15. Circa
16. Eggs
17. Embroidery technique
19. To now
20. Stickball venue
21. Join
23. Thin strip
25. End of a threat
26. Fireman's badge shape
31. College flora at Yale
32. Fissile rock
33. Little one
37. School semester, e.g.
39. ___ Diego
40. Fuss
41. Branch headquarters?
42. First name in perfume
44. Beetle juice?
45. Give the third degree
49. Vehicle with caterpillar treads
52. Carnival attraction
53. Noted Italian violinist
56. Country on the Baltic
60. Jar part
61. Type of betrayal
63. ___ Maria
64. Port of ancient Rome
65. Elias and Gordie
66. Gymnast's goal
67. Not well-groomed
68. City near Düsseldorf

Down
1. Pouches
2. In pain

VACATION SPOTSCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 6-12, 2014

By Ed Canty

Don't Get Angry

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

F A I R C R O A K E M U S
A C M E L A N C E M I R E
N A P A V A L L E Y E A S E
S I S T E R L Y B A R M A N

T R E Y C O R G I
U P C A S T P L A C E B O S
N O H I T S O U R S E N T
C L A N A C R E D H A I R
A I R S N O T S D A C C A
P O L E C A T S S A Y H E Y

E X A C T S T R S
B I S T R O S T A Y E D A T
A N T E N E W O R L E A N S
I C O N D R A K E D I C K
L A N D A R M E D S L Y S

3. Fragrance
4. Most prudent
5. Sans schnozzle
6. Port vessel
7. Passing notice
8. Tad
9. Bird of the hour
10. Anesthetic choices
11. Shade of blue
12. Civil rights leader Medgar
13. Photo finish
18. Put away
22. Pasta topper
24. Ribs
26. Paw
27. Swear
28. Stringed instrument
29. Kind of warfare
30. One paying a flat fee

34. Cartoon bear
35. Top Tatar
36. Relaxation
38. Muhammad's birthplace
40. Big pain
43. Deposed leader's limbo
46. Like coin flips
47. Of no use
48. Urban railways
49. Water balloon sound
50. Innocent
51. Author Nash
54. Daft
55. Nile wader
57. Wedding words
58. Understanding words
59. PGA part
62. Set down

tioned.”
In October, with her 

mom in tow, Vitolo attend-
ed an open casting call in 
New York, where food ex-
perts sampled some of her 
creations. They liked what 
they tasted, so Vitolo was 
on her way to Los Angeles 
for the second round of au-

ditioning. 
“It was a lot of not 

knowing what was hap-
pening, then having to get 
something done in a day, 
then waiting weeks to hear 
back,” she said. “I was anx-
ious for months.”

Vitolo’s first appear-
ance was earlier this week, 
the show airs on Monday 
night, and she had not met 

any of the judges — restau-
rateurs Gordon Ramsay 
and Joe Bastianich along 
with chef Graham Elliot — 
before the taping. 

“It was totally unreal, 
seeing these legendary 
chefs and restaurateurs 
right in front of me was cra-
zy,” she said. “I still don’t 
believe I got to meet them.” 

Fox remains hush-

hush about Vitolo’s perfor-
mance in the competition 
or even how far she got. 

As for Greenstein’s 
run on “America’s Got Tal-
ent,” he taped his segment, 
but no word yet on how far 
he will travel in the compe-
tition or if he will make it 
to the live judgment shows 
in late July. 

But for Mighty Atom 
Jr. the experience has al-
ready proven worthwhile. 

“When I got down 
there, I was in a room as 
I was questioned about 
what I do,” Greenstein 
said. “I love the feedback, 
especially at my age.  I can 
bend steel bars and break 
chains. I feel that if I’m 
strong enough mentally, I 
am strong enough physi-
cally.”   

And, just in case you 
are wondering, he still has 
his own teeth. 

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4571 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

SERVING: Steak  Chicken  Veal
Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

OPEN AT NOON 7 DAYS A WEEK

Babich Family Owned 
Since 1939

H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

IN OUR 75TH YEAR!

QUEENS REALITY
Continued from Page 37

Long Island City resident Jaimee Vitolo is a contestant on Fox’s 
“MasterChef.” Photo courtesy Greg Gayne/FOX
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11-01 43RD AVE LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
212.319.7000 / WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Z NYC HOTEL CELEBRATES 

There’s no better place to see the 
largest fi reworks display in the world!

Classes offered fi rst Tuesday of the month 

from June to September 2014 at 7:30 pm

Every Thursday beginning June 5
Doors open at 6 pm 

Live performances start at 8 pm

Z NYC HOTEL PROUDLY PRESENTS

LIVE IN THE SKY SUMMER 2014

Space is limited. To purchase tickets, call or visit our website.

No Service Charges for Church Groups!
Please contact Latasha Jacobs

Event, Date & Time Subject to Change. Tickets Subject to Applicable Service Charges. Box Offi ce Open Mon.–Sat. at 12:30 PM (Closed Sundays). For info call (516) 334-0800.

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B
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Summer Entertainment 
Lineup

The Home Of Euro-Soul Cuisine

Situated on the border of Queens and Long Island is New York’s Newest upscale dining and ultra lounge. Pa-Nash is quickly becoming the talk of 
the town. They offer a unique Eurosoul Menu which is a Mediterranean and Moroccan fl are fused with Caribbean and Soul Food fl avors.

Open for Dinner Tues. - Thurs 5pm - 10pm, Fri & Sat 5pm-12am. Lounge Open Weds - Sat. 9pm - 2am with entertainment each night.
Come see what everyone is talking about and you too will “Live Life With A Dash Of Pa-Nash!”

www.panashnyc.com

Upscale & Stylish Dining 
is Now in Southeast Queens

Sunday Brunch Upscale Dress Code 
Fully Enforced

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
144–14 243rd Street
Rosedale, NY 11422

Tel: 718–978–6094

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Anyone who has ever attend-
ed a live performance in a New 
York City theater knows the drill 
when it comes to cell phones.

Whether it’s a clever audio 
bit featuring a cacophony of ring 
tones or simply a quick word from 
someone standing in front of the 
crowd before the lights dim, the 
message is always the same: turn 
off your phone now.

But at some Flushing Town 
Hall shows, a few audience members 
are being asked to fire up their cellu-
lar devices and to start tweeting. 

“I think it’s great,” Rachel 
Klein, who handles PR for the 
venue, said. “It’s like a dialogue 
with the audience. And people 
are tweeting some awesome, ter-
rific stuff.”

Although not a new phenom-
enon — the Lyric Opera of Kansas 
City is generally considered to be 
the first theater to create tweet-
ing-approved seating in 2009 — 
Flushing Town Hall just started 
its program last month. 

To date, audience members 
have tweeted during performanc-
es of the Queens Jazz Orchestra, 
the Afro-Brazilian drumming 
workshop Ologunde, the Helen 

Sung Trio and the South Ameri-
can Voices of New York show. 

In exchange for two free tick-
ets in the tweet seat section, par-
ticipants will be required to tweet 

at least five times before, during 
and after the event. Tweets are 
not limited to texting, Klein said, 
but can include photographs and 
video shot during shows. 

Anyone who is interested 
in tweeting for a seat can follow 
Flushing Town Hall on Twit-
ter, @FlushingTwnHall. Then 
send a tweet saying which show 
you are interested in attending; 
for the June 13 Queens Jazz Un-
derground event, tweet: “I want 
QUEENS BROOKLYN JAZZ PAR-
TY #tweetseats @FlushingTwn-
Hall,”  There is also a tweet seats 
night planned for the June 20 
Kenny Brawner is Ray Charles 
performance. 

And despite the intimate set-
ting at Flushing Town Hall, so far 
there have not been any problems 
between tweeters and theater 
purists, Klein said. 

“There is no sound involved. 
There is no popping and no ding-
ing,” Klein said. “We’re just in-
viting people to say what they’re 
thinking about the show. And 
they’re really psyched. They are 
part of the event.”

Reach news editor Kevin Zim-
merman at (718) 260-4541 or by e-mail 
at kzimmerman@cnglocal.com.

Performance venue encourages cell phone use
Flushing Town Hall joins the tweet seats movement, offers tickets to audience members on Twitter

Members of Queens Jazz OverGround, Mark Wade (l. to r.), Amanda Monaco, Josh Deutsch and Brian Woodruff will take part 
in a tweet seats show next week at Flushing Town Hall. Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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Staff in Henry’s office 
directed requests for com-
ment to the DOE.

Williams said her son 
works well with his current 
special education teacher, 
but maintains Gateway is 
not complying with man-
dates from the 2013 hear-
ing.

A transcript of the im-
partial hearing shows that 
Henry did not dispute that 
Caesar lacked a special 
education certificate at the 
time.

The hearing officer 
concluded that Williams’ 
son was entitled to roughly 
200 hours of tutoring to 
compensate for his unmet 
needs. The officer also 
ruled the school must send 
parents updates on their 
children’s individualized 
education plans, commonly 
known as IEPs, at least six 
times a year and appoint 
a person to coordinate the 
implementation of these 
plans.

But Williams said 

at least five parents have 
come to her with concerns 
about special education and 
some of their children are 
among the several disabled 
students that have left the 
school this year.

Annette Kassim said 
she is working on schedul-
ing an impartial hearing 
because her son and about 
eight freshmen have gone 
without a certified special 
education teacher for half 
a year.

“They didn’t give me 
any progress report on my 
son, not since 2013,” she 
said. “They are not giving 
it because there is nothing 
good to report.”

Special education 
students’ therapists, spe-
cial and general education 
teachers, parents and a 
school district representa-
tive decide what protocols 
get written into an IEP and 
must review the document 
once a year, according to 
the DOE.

Judith Kalphat said 
she is trying to transfer her 
seventh-grader to another 
school after repeatedly 
asking  Gateway to comply 

with his IEP since fall 2012.
She said her son’s IEP 

called for him to learn in in-
tegrated classrooms, where 
a special education teacher 
works with students in a 
general education setting, 
for science, social studies 
and math.

But Gateway kept him 
in self-contained special 
education classes all day.

She learned the school 
did not have the resources 
to implement integrated 
classes for middle school 
students at a March impar-
tial hearing.

“I was crying because 
this whole time I didn’t 
know. Nobody told me 
they didn’t have that in the 
school,” Kalphat said.

She noted that the staff 
recently urged her to sign 
off on IEP revisions that 
place her son  in a special 
education setting for all 
disciplines.

“They never gave him 
the chance,” she said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

BY BILL PARRY

With the start of the 
World Cup Finals set to be-
gin in less than two weeks 
in Brazil, one Corona res-
taurant is set to capitalize 
on the fervor sure to sweep 
the overwhelmingly His-
panic neighborhood.

Fans of Mexico and 
eight other nations from 
South and Central America 
will find a haven at Cucino 
a Modo Mio, a Calabrian 
Italian restaurant, at 51-01 
108th St.

Owner Gregorio 
Gigliotti has transformed 
an outdoor beer garden 
into the “Cucino Piazza” 
with a dozen tables, a bar 
and a big-screen TV that 
will show all of the matches 
during the tournament, not 
just his beloved Azzurri, 
the Italian national squad.

“Ecuador, Chile, Uru-

guay, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Honduras and Mexi-
co — we’ll have them all,” 
Gigliotti said. “And don’t 
forget Argentina and the 
host Brazil, they’re are 
powerhouses.”

Cucino a Modo Mio is 
one block from the soccer 
fields of Flushing Meadow 
Corona Park.

“They’ll play their 
matches in the morning 
and be here in time for 
kick-off every day to enjoy 
a good meal. Everything is 
custom-made food from Ca-
labria,” Gigliotti said. “We 
make our own bread, we 
make our own wine, 5,000 
liters a year, both Merlot 
and Cabernet Savignon, 
even our ricotta is from 
the sheep in Calabria. You 
can’t get that anywhere but 
here.”

The other item that 
Gigliotti offers up is old-

world charm.
“We believe greatly in 

hospitality, we love it, it’s 
in our blood,” he said. “Ev-
erybody that comes here 
and eats, they always come 
back. They love my food.”

Gigliotti has watched 
the Hispanic influence 
in Corona grow since he 
opened in 1999, while the 
numbers of Italians dwin-
dled.

“They all retired and 
moved away to Florida 
and North Carolina,” he 
said. “But they’re all com-
ing back here to watch the 
World Cup. Each table is 
already booked for Italy 
vs. England, They’re all 
coming back to watch with 
me.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Corona restaurant turns
into haven for World Cup

Gateway
Continued from Page 6 

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntingon Area

(631) 760-9791

TThhhhThheeeeeeeeeee  
AArArreaeaeaeaaaaaaaeaaaaaaaaea
7791911919111191

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011

1-800-BUY-FENCE

GUARANTEED INSTALLATION 
*BY JULY 4TH

GUARANTEED INSTALLATIOONGUARANTEED INSTALLATIOONOOGUAUAARARAANNTTEEEED INSNSTSTATAALLLALATATTIONGUARANTEED INSTALLATIOONGUARANTEED INSTALLATIOONGUAAARAANNTTEEEED INSSSTAAALLLAATTION
LET’S MAKE A DEAL 
10-20% OFF!

FREE “AT HOME” 
ESTIMATES

Based on 200 Feet or More

*

On Most Styles

SunSunSun 11 11 11am-am-am 3pm3pm3pp SunSun 11 11ama 3pm3ppSunSun 11 11amam 3pm3pmp

*10-20% off on a qualified in-stock purchase with installation with this ad.  Minimum purchase of $2000 required to receive up to 20% discount.  Minimum purchase of 200 feet required to use additional 10% discount when you bring in ad.  
Maximum discount with ad is 28%.  Not applicable on prior purchases.  See store for details.  †Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Certain 

styles such as Chain Link and Aluminum may be excluded. Installation guarantee on most styles.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk
Residential & Commercial
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After several years of 
planning and renovations, 
Austin’s Ale House in Kew 
Gardens officially unveiled 
its new outdoor patio area 
last week for the first time 
since the lengthy redesign 
was completely finished.

Though the patio at the 
local hangout, at 82-70 Aus-
tin St., has been open for 
use since August 2013, the 
area was still under con-
struction as owners Mark 
Boccia, John Ryan and 
Tony Truzzalino oversaw 
the remainder of the work 
needed to bring the space to 
what they had envisioned.

On May 29, the 23-year-
old bar hosted a grand open-
ing to celebrate the comple-
tion of the outdoor project 
that took nearly eight years 
to complete, according to 
Boccia.

“Everyone loves to sit 
outside,” he said. “There’s 
nowhere in Kew Gardens 
where you can sit outside 
and dine and have a cock-
tail. It’s a good thing for the 
neighborhood.”

Boccia said the plan-
ning began around seven 
or eight years ago when 
he and his business part-

ners decided to expand the 
smaller outdoor space the 
ale house originally had. 
He said the bar had lines 
of people waiting to sit out-
side, and the three owners 
decided to come up with a 

plan to expand the patio to 
accommodate the growing 
customer base.

The trio began by 
drawing up ideas for what 
they wanted the patio to 
look like, and Boccia said 

some features came to him 
immediately and he knew 
they would need to be in-
cluded no matter what. Two 
of those, he said, were the 
large amount of stone work 
included in the walls and 

floor and the waterfall at 
one end of the lounge area.

The newly designed 
space also involved a deal 
with the Long Island Rail 
Road, which has a station 
right next to the bar. It al-
lowed Austin’s Ale House 
to take over the landscap-
ing of the green area that 
separates the two proper-
ties, which Boccia and his 
partners beautified with 
several plants to add a more 
natural feel to the outdoor 
patio.

Boccia said the updat-
ed patio reflects the change 
he has seen Kew Gardens 
go through in the 23 years 
he has owned the bar.

“After all these years, 
you want to change and 
keep up with the neighbor-
hood,” he said. “When we 
opened back in 1991, Kew 
Gardens wasn’t as nice as 
it is now. The neighborhood 
is becoming fresher and 
younger and it’s becom-
ing a hot spot for central 
Queens.”

Boccia said the vamped 
patio adds about 75 seats to 
the crowded bar and also 
added several jobs in the 
form of servers to maintain 
those seats while the patio 
is open.

The outdoor space also 
features a lounge area with 
couches and chairs as well 
as a peninsula bar that 
seats about 15 people, and 
Boccia said the reception 
since the space has finally 
been completed has been 
outstanding.

“Everyone who sits out 
here says they love it and 
the neighborhood needed 
this,” he said. “It’s a chance 
to get away without having 
to get out of Kew Gardens.”

Boccia said his favorite 
part about the redesigned 
space is simply being able 
to offer the neighborhood 
an outdoor dining and bar 
area in a neighborhood 
where high-rise buildings 
are common and backyard 
greenspaces are rare.

Now that the space has 
been completed, he said he 
and his business partners 
are looking forward to 
starting a remodeling proj-
ect for the front of the bar 
on the inside.

“I’m happy, but I need 
a new project,” he said.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Austin’s Ale House moves the party outside
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He said no new contracts 
would be processed and no 
major procedural initia-
tives would be implemented 
during the review.

A week and a half later, 
de Blasio said his admin-
istration was beginning 
a more specific review of 
the personnel, process and 
technology involved in the 

911 system.
Crowley has been sug-

gesting that dispatchers 
automatically send an am-
bulance with a fire engine 
to the scene of reported 
flames since two 4-year-
olds died in a Far Rockaway 
blaze this Easter. Crowley 
pointed out a city investi-
gation found it took nearly 
seven minutes for an ambu-
lance to respond to the fatal 
flames after the FDNY con-
firmed the emergency.

FDNY Chief of Com-
munications Robert Boyce 

said there were too many 
false fire reports to tie up 
much-needed ambulances 
with routine FDNY re-
sponses.

“For every fire that 
there’s no injuries, we also 
have limited resources that 
we couldn’t send to a heart 
attack or to another medi-
cal emergency,” Boyce said 
at the hearing.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

alumna Carol Fredericks 
Jantzen, who served as 
this year’s commencement 
speaker and received an 
honorary doctorate at the 
ceremony.

Jantzen is a distin-
guished nuclear scientist 
who received her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in ge-
ology at Queens College. 
She shared a snapshot of 
the school back in her first 
year on campus in 1963, 
when an unknown singer 

called Paul Simon was a 
Queens College senior.

Women could not wear 
pants back then and there 
were no computers or cell-
phones. Jantzen recalled 
a number of major events 
during her first two years 
at Queens College, such 
as President John F. Ken-
nedy’s assassination, the 
World’s Fair in Queens and 
the spread of Beatlemania.

After she graduated 
from Queens College, 
Jantzen went on to earn 
her doctorate in material 
science and engineering 
at SUNY Stony Brook. She 

has conducted her research 
at the Savannah River Na-
tional Laboratory in Aiken, 
S.C., since 1982.

She left students with 
the message to always say 
yes to any task they are 
asked to do.

“One of the best les-
sons from my career was 
to never refuse,” she said. 
“Join me in not being able 
to say I can’t. Always say I 
think I can.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Ruben Loyo, from the 
Brooklyn Defenders Ser-
vices, is José’s lawyer. For-
tunately, Loyo was with 
the Woodside neighbor ba-
sically since Day One of his 
deportation proceedings.

“The existence of 
counsel is crucial,” he said. 
“When you don’t have sup-
port, it’s very difficult to 
put on your defense. This 
program allows us to ad-
dress theses injustices.”

So far, 27 percent of 
the clients of the New York 
Immigrant Family Unity 
Project have been released 
from detention, compared 
to only 5 percent of the de-
tainees who face the court 
hearings without legal rep-
resentation.

Although most of the 
cases are still pending, 
at least seven defendants, 
including José, have won 

their cases and remain in 
the United States.

This pilot program 
was a result of the findings 
of a two-year study led by 
Judge Robert Katzmann, of 
the Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals. The report 
found that 60 percent of im-
migrants detained had no 
counsel during their court 
proceedings.

“If people can’t af-
ford an attorney, they face 
deportation alone,” said 
Andrea Saenz, a clinical 
teaching fellow at the Ben-
jamin Cardozo School of 
Law. “That’s just not fair. 
We have to prevent unnec-
essary deportations.”

Daniel Coates, from 
Make the Road, a Jackson 
Heights-based group that 
works with immigrants, 
said the New York Immi-
grant Family Unity Pro-
gram has been a success.

“The program has 
proven itself very useful,” 
he said. Coates pointed out 

that lawyers were able to 
cut the amount of time that 
foreign-born New Yorkers 
are held in detention.

He hopes the city will 
continue funding for the 
initiative.

“This is an investment 
that it sense and it shows 
what the city government 
is for,” he said.

The Dominican native 
said the New York Immi-
grant Family Unity Proj-
ect “is a light at the end of 
the tunnel” for poor immi-
grants like himself. He was 
one of the first clients of the 
pilot program. His mother, 
brothers, sons and grand-
children are all American 
citizens.

“All my family is here, 
I was losing hope,” José 
said. “This project gave me 
my life back.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto at (718) 260-4564 or by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.
com. 

Continued from Page 4 

Immigrant

Continued from Page 4 

QC grad

Continued from Page 33 
But Hussain gave more 

homework to the Depart-
ment of Transportation.

“If this is really Vi-
sion Zero, to make it a big 
deal the DOT has to install 
a speed bump as well,” he 
added.

Pressure to implement 
new traffic measures to 
the block mounted when 
a 16-year-old boy was run 
over by a van as he was 

walking on the sidewalk in 
front of the mosque to meet 
some friends. He was seri-
ously injured and is still re-
covering from his injuries.

The official announce-
ment for the street changes 
is expected Friday in front 
of the Muslim center.

In 2010, Community 
Board 8, which represents 
the zone, sent a letter to the 
DOT that was signed by 60 
residents of the area and 
the Jamaica Muslim Cen-
ter, requesting these traffic 
safety measures.

Two years later, the 

city agency denied the pe-
tition on the grounds that 
the street has heavy traffic 
volumes both ways.

According to city fig-
ures, more than 250 people 
were killed in New York 
in traffic-related accidents 
last year and approximate-
ly 4,000 city residents were 
seriously injured.

“Hopefully, a one-way 
street will make this place 
safer,” Lancman said.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto at (718) 260-4564 or by e-
mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com.  

168th St.
Continued from Page 22 

just stop with elevators.”
Close to two dozen at-

tended the EDC meeting 
at Liberty Palace, a few 
of whom raised concerns 
about construction block-
ing shops and bruising lo-
cal businesses.

Raskin said the MTA 
has found that station im-
provements drive up prop-
erty values in the long term 
and that the agency would 
do its best to better service 
neighborhood merchants.

He noted that the el-

evator would be glass and 
would not obstruct the view 
of surrounding stores.

The $20.6 million con-
tract for the Lefferts Bou-
levard makeover comes as 
the MTA entered a $65 mil-
lion agreement to repair 
platforms at five A train 
stations, including the 
Rockaway Boulevard and 
80th, 88th, 104th and 111th 
street stops.

A few people who at-
tended the meeting asked 
about job opportunities as-
sociated with the contracts, 
both of which are slated to 
be completed in April 2016.

Danny Megnath, a 
retired engineer, said he 

came not knowing the con-
tracts already had been bid 
and hoping to pass along 
project informations to 
neighbors potentially inter-
ested in seeking the bids.

“We have so many 
contractors in the area,” 
he said. “I’m disappointed 
businesses weren’t more 
informed.”

Mahadeo said he in-
tended to pass along any 
subcontracting opportuni-
ties to the community.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Elevator
Continued from Page 33 

Avella, now part of 
the governing coalition be-
tween the IDC and Repub-
licans, has said Gianaris’ 
bill does not have a chance 
of moving through the Sen-
ate as is.

“Let’s deal in political 
reality,” he said. “Gianaris 
is in the minority, he’s not 
passing his bill. That’s the 
reality of the situation.”

Meanwhile, Avella’s 
bill does not have a sponsor 
in the Assembly, meaning 
it would not be able to pass 
that chamber.

A spokeswoman for 
state Sen. Jeffrey Klein (D-
Bronx), who heads the IDC, 
declined to say whether he 
would bring Gianaris’ bill 
to the floor for a vote, but is-
sued a statement in support 
of Avella’s version.

”Sen. Klein believes 

that Sen. Avella has the 
most comprehensive and 
far-reaching bill in the 
Senate, which will ensure 
greater accountability of 
taxpayers’ money and pre-
vent widespread financial 
abuse,” she said in the 
statement.

Gianaris and Aubry’s 
version of the bill received 
support from six of the bor-
ough’s seven senators and 
all of Queens’ Democratic 
City Council members.

“I hope his petty poli-
tics do not interfere with 
the merits of reforming a 
library system that is in 
desperate need of reform,” 
Gianaris said of Avella. “I 
hope his position isn’t that a 
good bill should be blocked 
just because a Democrat is 
carrying it. That would be 
outrageous.”

Despite friction over 
their bills, Avella and his 
Democratic counterparts 
all agree that reforms need 
to be passed immediately.

“We know we have a 
problem and there is no rea-
son to wait until next year 
to fix it,” Gianaris said.

Katz expressed the 
urgent need to reform the 
Queens Library in an in-
terview and said it was up 
to the state lawmakers to 
get a bill passed to achieve 
that goal.

“I hope the senators 
can make this work, but its 
not for me to sit down with 
them,” she said. “It’s for the 
senator’s the figure it out 
themselves.”

Avella said a third 
party, whom he declined to 
identify, is working toward 
a compromise.

“We’re closer now 
than we have been and we 
only have two weeks left,” 
Avella said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Library
Continued from Page 5 

911
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of bills has been introduced 
in the City Council to bet-
ter safeguard students with 
disabilities such as autism. 
This includes legislation 
that would expand Schum-
er’s legislation to supply 
funding for GPS trackers 
for all children with dis-
abilities.

A bill which would 
require schools to have 

alarms on exit doors is set 
to face a public hearing 
June 12.

Perecman heralded 
the package of bills, but 
said more needs to be done. 
Not a single school employ-
ee has lost his or her job or 
been reprimanded in any 
way over Avonte’s disap-
pearance, Perecman said.

“The GPS devices are 
a good idea and the entire 
package is necessary be-
cause they aren’t capable 
of making the changes that 
need to be made,” he said.

one of the day’s ceremo-
nies.

“They wanted JROTC 
programs that had a good 
reputation, and Francis 
Lewis has one of the best,” 
said Al Lahood, senior 
U.S. Army instructor of 
the JROTC. “We have a na-
tional reputation as one of 
the largest, if not the larg-
est, ROTC battalions in the 
country. These kids aren’t 
just representing Francis 
Lewis but New York and 
America as well.”

In comments earlier 
this week, Dromm said 
he has a “philosophical 
problem” with JROTC pro-
grams because he believes 
they are recruiting young 
students for a war machine, 
but those involved in the 
program at Francis Lewis 
said there is a different 
meaning behind it. Lahood 
said the program’s mission 
is to develop good citizens 
and people who contribute 
to the greater good.

He also said the 
JROTC students frequently 
do very well in athletic and 
academic competitions.

Once the idea for this 
month’s trip was approved 
by the administration, La-
hood began selecting stu-
dents from the more than 
900 involved in the pro-
gram and eventually chose 
the 19 sophomores, juniors 
and seniors he wanted to 
take with him to represent 
the school during the cer-
emonies.

He said the students 
were so excited and dedicat-
ed to the trip that the four 
seniors who were chosen 
agreed to go despite having 
to miss one of the most im-
portant events of their high 
school careers: the prom.

While abroad, the stu-
dents have a packed sched-
ule of sightseeing and ac-
tivities to help them take in 
the culture and history of 
the place they will be stay-
ing for a week.

The group was set to 
tour  the village of Hon-
fleur near the beaches of 
Normandy before the anni-
versary ceremonies began 

Thursday, when Lahood 
said the students would 
start by performing in a 
musical salute at the Amer-
ican cemetery before tak-
ing part in what he called 
“the real big event” the 
next day.

“June 6 is when we’ll 
march in the liberation 
parade” Lahood said, “and 
from what I hear there will 
be quite a few heads of state 
there.”

Lahood said the stu-
dents worked hard to prac-
tice their routine in time 
to perfect it for their per-
formance this week while 
also helping to raise the 
nearly $70,000 the school 
needed to send them on the 
trip. Through fund-raising 
events and donations from 
community members and 
organizations, Lahood said 
the program was able to 
gather all the money in the 
nick of time.

The 19 students will 
each be keeping a journal of 
their day-to-day experienc-
es while in France and will 
then put together a scrap-
book of memories from 
their trip. Lahood said he 

knows the trip will be one 
of the best opportunities 
the students will ever have, 
but more than anything he 
hopes they see it as a learn-
ing experience.

“What I hope they take 
away from it is a sense of 
the selflessness that Ameri-
can service members have,” 
he said. “This experience 
will help them see that it’s 
not just talk and that there 
are people out there who 
do things for others even 
though it costs them dearly. 
These are the greatest kids 
you could possibly hope to 
have and I know they’re 
all going to grow up and do 
wonderful things for their 
community and their coun-
try.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 5 

JROTC

will start taking hormonal 
blockers before she hits pu-
berty to delay its effects.

At 16, she will decide 
if she wants to continue 
living as a girl, at which 
point, she will start taking 
estrogen to induce female 
puberty in addition to the 
hormonal blockers to stifle 
male puberty.

“If a child reaches 

that age and then decides 
it doesn’t feel like a girl any 
more and decides to be a 
boy, then they can just stop 
the blockers and go through 
all the steps of puberty a 
few years after his or her 
friends,” Jeff said.

The proud father took 
his three children to this 
year’s Queens Pride Pa-
rade.

“We always try to talk 
to the kids about it and 
make them proud of who 
they are,” he said.

Continued from Page 9 
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

CK Students Celebrate the Gatsby Era
Christ the King High School students gathered in their glamorous “Roaring 20’s” 

attire at the culmination of their English class’s reading of “The Great Gatsby”.  Stu-

dent’s reenacted the time period through creating news reports, research docu-

mentaries, and performing songs and dances from the era. 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School

Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 
is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Avonte
Continued from Page 4 
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A better route to managing 
overactive bladder

Should have fewer bathroom stops
If the signs of overactive bladder (OAB) are becoming an all too familiar pattern, it may be 

time for a new direction. The SYNERGY study is a research study examining an investigational 

combination of two drugs prescribed for OAB to see if, when taken together, they provide more 

relief than when taken on their own. If you experience the frequent and sudden urge to urinate, 

followed by leakage, you may be eligible to participate.

TO learn more, visit OABandYou.com, or speak with our staff by 

contacting 917-409-3917 or beverly@manhattanmedicalresearch.com

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 
New York’s largest 

group of community 
newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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to apply to as many loca-
tions as they want, there is 
no limit, so maximize your 
options,” de Blasio said. 
“Apply early, apply often at 
as many locations you can 
find.”

On Tuesday De Blasio 
said parents who applied 
earlier this year would soon 
be receiving letters letting 
them know whether they 
were accepted into their 
first choices. For those who 
were not, he said, parents 
can reapply at other loca-
tions until the June dead-
line.

“For those who weren’t 

accepted, we want to let 
them know that there are 
other options available and 
we urge them to apply,” the 
mayor said. “The most im-
portant thing is to apply 
and to apply now.”

 The mayor also said 
during both announce-
ments the city Department 
of Education would devote 
more personnel to inspec-
tions and quality control 
of the community-based 
centers.

“This is an extraor-
dinarily large effort and 
we have resourced it ac-
cordingly to guarantee the 
quality control by putting a 
lot of personnel into quality 
control,” de Blasio said.

de Blasio said at last 

Friday’s conference that 
the announcement of the 
additional pre-K seats was 
a “big day for working fam-
ilies” across the city.

“We are giving thou-
sands more children the 
right start in life, but the 
door we are opening de-
pends on parents coming 
forward today to apply,” he 
said. “This is the most im-
portant decision any parent 
can make for their child, 
and we are giving parents 
the options they need to 
find the right program in 
their community.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

a pseudo real estate project 
in exchange for the recipi-
ents financing bribes to ob-
tain Republicans’ backing, 
according to prosecutors.

Halloran allegedly 
helped broker Smith’s 
deals and accepted more 
than $20,000 for the service, 
prosecutors said. He is also 
accused of agreeing to steer 
up to $80,000 in discretion-
ary City Council funding to 
a company he believed was 
controlled by those financ-
ing the bribes in exchange 
for cash and campaign con-
tribution checks.

Tabone was charged 
with taking $25,000 to help 
Smith get on the ballot as 
a Republican, prosecutors 
said.

“It’s about a man who 
wanted to be mayor, the 
bribe he was willing to pay 
and the men willing to be 
bought,” Bloom told jurors 
in federal court in White 
Plains, N.Y. “This is a case 
about the corruption of an 
election.”

In his opening state-
ment, Bloom ticked through 
a list of alleged bribes he 
said Smith sought to dole 
out with collaboration from 
Halloran.

Smith, in a dark suit 
and blood orange tie, and 
Halloran, who wore a deep 
gray suit, a blue tie and an 
American flag pin, looked 
mostly stoic as Bloom out-

lined the prosecution’s ar-
guments. Tabone, in a navy 
suit and salmon tie, smiled 
a few times as the court 
proceedings progressed.

Attorney Gerald Shar-
gel opened his defense of 
Smith by saying the sena-
tor never gave or received 
a dollar of the so-called 
bribes.

Shargel said Moses 
Stern, a cooperating wit-
ness who secretly recorded 
conversations with the de-
fendants, was unreliable. 
The once prominent mem-
ber of an upstate Orthodox 
community and developer 
was convicted of defraud-
ing Citigroup out of rough-
ly $126 million, according 
to Shargel.

The defense attorney 
said Stern presented him-
self as a political supporter 
of Smith’s, but the senator 
was wary and reached out 
to state Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman to con-
firm Stern’s  credibility 
and ask about  donations 
Stern had made to Schnei-
derman’s campaign, Shar-
gel said.

Shargel said Smith 
would take the witness 
stand and explain how he 
rebuffed entrapment at-
tempts by Stern, who was 
reportedly attempting to 
bargain down the 455-year 
prison sentence he faced by 
helping the government. A 
FBI undercover agent also 
posed with Stern as anoth-
er rich developer. 

Halloran’s attorney 
Vinoo Varghese also raised 

questions about Stern’s 
credibility.

“To buy his freedom of 
the government he became 
a scalp hunter,” Varghese 
said. “Make no mistake. He 
was after Dan’s scalp.”

Varghese argued Hal-
loran was operating within 
legal parameters as a po-
litical consultant during 
exchanges prosecutors de-
scribed as bribes. He said 
Halloran had previously 
huddled with city GOP 
leaders and floated Smith 
as a potential mayoral can-
didate who could offer the 
party a much-needed mi-
nority supporter and fresh 
face.

The attorney said the 
former councilman  never 
filed the required paper-
work to steer City Council 
funding into a consulting 
gig for Stern and an under-
cover agent, as prosecutors 
alleged he agreed to do.

Instead, Varghese said 
Halloran attempted to di-
rect the two toward legiti-
mately helping the greater 
Whitestone Taxpayers’ 
Association and the strug-
gling Bayside YMCA.

Attorneys for Tabone 
were not slated to give an 
opening statement until 
Thursday morning.

One of his lawyers, 
Deborah Nirmala Misir, 
said he maintains his in-
nocence.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

according to the criminal 
complaint.

Prosecutors said she 
then performed oral sex on 
the student and had inter-
course with him.

The complaint con-
tends that Morsi, a wife and 
mother, had sexual contact 
with the teen at least 20 ad-
ditional times before July 
24, 2013.

Brown said many of 
these incidents are be-

lieved to have occurred in 
the basement and other 
parts of the 21-27 Himrod 
St. school.

The DA said Morsi is 
accused of engaging in a 
criminal sexual act with 
the second 16-year-old stu-
dent twice inside the school 
on May 31. 

The city Department of 
Education said it immedi-
ately removed Morsi from 
the classroom after learn-
ing of the allegations.

“We find these claims 
disturbing and reprehen-
sible and she will remain 

reassigned — far from any 
student and the school — 
pending a criminal inves-
tigation,” the department 
said in a statement. “We 
will work closely with the 
school to ensure they are 
given any needed support,” 
the DOE said in a state-
ment.”

If convicted, Morsi 
faces up to four years in 
prison.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

transform the Sunnyside 
Rail Yards into a site for the 
Olympics.

A former deputy may-
or in the Bloomberg admin-
istration, Doctoroff was the 
brains behind the effort 
to bring the 2012 games to 
New York, which went to 
London instead.

The Doctoroff plan, as 
detailed in The Financial 
Times May 13, would build 
an enormous deck over the 
167 acres of the Sunnyside 
 Rail Yard that would sup-
port an Olympic stadium 
and tens of thousands of 
housing units.

Doctoroff, now the chief 
executive at Bloomberg LP, 
said through a represen-
tative that he would have 
have no comment at this 
time.

But the mayor changed 
course and expounded on 
why he put the brakes on 
the discussions, citing cost 
overruns and unintended 
consequences.

“New York City by 
definition is an incred-
ibly sophisticated place,” 
he said. “I know if we take 
on anything we’ll get the 
job done, but I think parts 
of the world that are most 
desirous of having the 
Olympics are those that 
are either trying to brand 
themselves and get known 
or — how do I say this gen-
tly? — rebrand themselves. 

Not that President Putin 
needed to rebrand himself, 
for example.”

Putin is the head of 
Russia, which just hosted 
the Winter Olympics.

The current state of 
the city’s tourism industry, 
which drew 54 million visi-
tors last year and $39 bil-
lion in direct spending, led 
the mayor to conclude that 
the city simply doesn’t need 
the games.

“You know, we feel 
great about New York City’s 
reputation in the world 
right now,” de Blasio said. 
“The tourism numbers 
are at an all-time high and 
climbing. We’re going to 
have full capacity without 
the Olympics. So it’s really 
about keeping it simple, 
staying on our plan and do-
ing the things we know will 
not encumber the taxpayer 
in the process.

The mayor’s decision 
was supported by state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria).

“The use of the rail 
yard was a creative idea, 
but it was a question of re-
sources,” he said. “It costs 
a lot of money to develop a 
space like that.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) feared the project 
would inundate the neigh-
borhoods in his district.

“Plus the cost of deck-
ing is astronomical and 
that money can be used 
for affordable housing and 
schools,” he said.

Joe Conley, chairman 

of Community Board 1, 
which covers the neighbor-
hoods surrounding the rail 
yard  was a supporter of the 
Doctoroff plan.

“I think it’s sad that 
it was rejected so early. 
Doctoroff’s plans for the 
2012 Olympics benefitted 
Long Island City greatly. 
You wouldn’t have Hunters 
Point South without that 
planning,” he said.

Tony O’Sullivan, a re-
tired Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority bus 
driver and resident of Sun-
nyside Towers along the 
southern end of the yards, 
said, “Nobody loves the 
Olympics more than me, 
but I can’t see how they 
could possibly do that kind 
of colossal construction 
here. Construction of the 
East Side Access project has 
been disruptive enough.”

At Jack’s Sunnyside 
Ale House, a sports bar at 
39-46 Skillman Ave. owned 
by the three McGowan 
brothers, each an FDNY 
veteran, Jim McGowan 
shook his head at the news.

“Something like that 
would have been a dream 
come true with a decade 
of building and then a 
Summer Olympics just 
one block away,” he said. 
“It would have been a life-
changing event for every-
one involved.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.
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Keith Rogers has lived 

and thrived in the big mo-
ment all season.

The Benjamin Cardozo 
ace had pitched his team to 
the semifinals by tossing a 
one-hitter against Telecom-
munications in the quarter-
finals. Navigating through 
a potent George Washing-
ton lineup with the season 
on the line proved more 
difficult, but Rogers again 
proved up to the task.

The senior allowed 
just one run on four hits 
over six innings of work. 
Rogers got out of a bases-
loaded jams in the fifth and 
sixth to help preserve a 3-1 
victory for the No. 6-seeded 
Judges over No. 2 George 
Washington in the decisive 
Game 3 of the PSAL Class 
A baseball semifinals Mon-
day at the College of Staten 
Island.

He even got George 
Washington’s best hit-
ter, Wesley Rodriguez, to 
ground out to end the fifth. 
Rogers, who has 10 PSAL 
wins this season, took it 
to heart that the Trojans 
didn’t think he was strong 
enough to get the job done.

“It’s not as much pres-
sure as everyone thinks,” 
he said. “From the dugout, 
I hear them screaming, 
‘He’s tired. He’s tired.’ That 
just motivates me more. It 
doesn’t bother me whatso-
ever. I live for moments like 
that.”

Cardozo (20-2) will gets 
another big moment when 
it takes on No. 4 Tottenville 
at 7 p.m. next Thursday at 
Yankees Stadium with the 
city title on the line. It is the 
school’s first championship 
game appearance in more 

than two decades, accord-
ing to Coach Ron Gorecki.

His team earned it by 
rallying from a game down 
in the best of 
three semifinal 
series. The Tro-
jans came back 
from a three-run 
deficit to win 
Game 1 by a score of 7-3 Sat-
urday, and Dozo bounced 
back by holding on for a 
3-1 win in Game 2 the next 
day behind starter Demitri 
Sanchez and a big hit from 
Christopher Campbell. 

The Judges think they 
had to earn people’s re-
spect.

“Since we are from 
Queens, right there we are 
underestimated because 
we are from Queens,” said 

sophomore Al-
dwin Corona, 
who scored on 
an error in the 
first inning 
of Game 3. “It 

feels good to make it here.”
George Washington 

(19-3) tied the score at 1-1 
in the bottom of the first, 
thanks to an RBI single 
from Enrique Cardoza. The 
Judges received a clutch hit 
in the top of the fifth when 
Aldwin Corona singled to 
right to score Campbell, 

who led off the frame with 
a triple. A throwing error 
by the right fielder on the 
play also plated Sanchez to 
make it 3-1.

“I was just trying to 
read the seams on the ball 
and put the ball in play and 
hit it up the middle,” said 
Corona, who also tossed a 
scoreless ninth inning in 
Game 3. “I didn’t try to do 
too much.”

The clutch hit was sim-
ilar to the way Campbell 
delivered in Game 2. His 
two-run double in the sixth 
put the Judges up for good 
at 2-1. It was one of just two BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 
Archbishop Molloy 

is a win away from com-
pleting a goal it hoped 
to accomplish last sea-
son — honoring former 
Coach Jack Curran with a 
CHSAA baseball title.

The Stanners snuck 
past St. Joseph by the Sea 
3-2 in nine innings Sunday 
at Iona Prep to reach the 
final of CHSAA Class AA 
baseball intersectional 
championship tourna-
ment.

They face either Sea or 
Xaverian 7:30 p.m. Friday 
at MCU Park in Brooklyn, 
needing one win to end the 
double-elimination tour-
nament. A loss would push 
the series to a winner-take-
all game at St. John’s Sun-
day.

Curran, who coached 
Molloy for 55 years, died 
two years ago. The legend-
ary head man won 17 base-
ball crowns. This group 
— especially the seniors 
— wants to bring the title 
back to Molloy.

“I feel like the whole 
team is ready to win the 
last game in honor of Coach 

Curran,” left fielder Karl 
Klesin said. “We couldn’t 
quite do it last year, but it’s 
been on our mind and now 
we have our shot.”

Molloy (18-3) wouldn’t 
have the opportunity 
without the play of Klesin 
against the Vikings (17-4). 
He had a hand in all three 
Stanners runs. Klesin dou-
bled in the top of the fourth 
inning and scored on an 
error to give his team a 
1-0 lead. His RBI single in 
the fifth handed Molloy a 
2-1 lead, and he scored the 
winning run with a bases-
loaded walk in the ninth.

Klesin, who made 
two highlight reel worthy 
catches in the contest, de-
nied Sea the victory with 
one of the grabs. He raced 
back to rob Angelo Navetta 
of a potential game-win-
ning hit. Stanners Coach 
Brad Lyons said he had just 
finished telling Klesin not 
to let anything behind him 
or Michael Russell would 
likely score from first.

“I thought it was way 
over my head at first, but I 
knew I couldn’t drop this,” 
Klesin said.

Sports

Continued on Page 54
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Archbishop Molloy pitcher Anthony Catinella helped to 
lead the Stanners to a victory over St. Joseph by the Sea. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Cardozo’s Chris Campbell and his teammate Alex Torres celebrate beating George Washington in the 
semifinals. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Judges to play in city fi nal
Cardozo books trip to Yankee Stadium with victory over G.W.
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 Benjamin Cardozo 
isn’t your traditional cham-
pionship contender.

This isn’t a hungry 
group of seven or eight 
seniors competing to cap 
their baseball careers with 
a title. Instead, it’s an eclec-
tic mix of upper and under-
classmen playing better 
than anyone could have 
foreseen in a league where 
senior-laden and experi-
enced teams usually take 
home the crown.

Other clubs around the 
PSAL have more talent and 
more high-profile individu-

als, but the Judges have 
always believed in what 
their collection of players 
or “synergy” could accom-
plish. It’s been this group’s 
buzzword since Day One.

“All of the parts are 
strong, but when we are 
together, we can’t be beat,” 
Cardozo Coach Ron Gore-
cki said.

The sixth-seeded Judg-
es hope that statement holds 
up when they take on No. 4 
Tottenville next Thursday 
at Yankee Stadium in the 
Class A baseball title game. 
It has for now. Cardozo beat 
No. 3 and defending cham-
pion Telecommunications 
in the quarterfinals and 
came back from a game 
down to top No. 2 George 
Washington in the best of 
three semifinal series.

The Judges’ senior 
stars were the driving 

force. Centerfielder Chris 
Campbell delivered a big, 
two-run double in Game 2 to 
put Cardozo ahead for good. 
Keith Rogers allowed just 
one run over six innings 
of work on the mound in 
Game 3, twice escaping bas-
es-loaded jams. But none of 
that would have mattered if 
the team’s underclassmen 

hadn’t played well beyond 
their years.

Freshman Isaiah 
Mirabel, a catcher, asked 
for the ball and pitched to 
the end of Game 2 by escap-
ing a bases-loaded, two-out 
jam in the seventh. Aldwin 
Corona, also a freshman, 
got the final outs of Game 
3. Sophomore second base-

man Noah Cabrera demon-
strated flawless defense in 
key moments at his position 
in the clincher.

“I haven’t seen any-
thing like this in a long 
time,” said Gorecki, who 
has been coaching baseball 
for more than 40 years.

Despite all this, Car-
dozo hasn’t exactly been a 
lovable underdog during 
its run because of people 
around the sport’s ill feel-
ings for the eccentric Gore-
cki.

He rubs people the 
wrong way by how he pon-
tificates about how he runs 
his program. Most recently 
Cardozo failed to play its 
quarterfinal game on its 
scheduled date because 
Gorecki deemed the field 
“unsafe” but did nothing 
to help improve the condi-
tions.

Say and think what 
you like about him, but 
right now the Judges de-
serve your support and 
appreciation for what they 
have done and what they 
still could accomplish.

Cardozo has now gone 
farther than any team at 
the school in more than two 
decades and could bring a 
city title back to Queens. It 
will do so because the Judg-
es have put egos aside and 
trusted their talent.

“We have had better 
players for the past two, 
three years, and we were 
never able to make it as far 
because we never worked 
together,” Rogers said. 
“This is one of the best 
teams we’ve had in a long 
time because they work 
together and they have the 
talent.”

Construction headed back to PSAL fi nal
Red Hawks beat James Madison 10-0 in semifi nal, thanks to freshman Lizul Portugal grand slam 
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Block Shots

Judges deserve respect for this season’s unexpected success 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
A narrow victory in 

the quarterfinal brought 
out the best of Construction 
in the following round.

The top-seeded Red 
Hawks had a team meeting 
at practice Friday about 
the focus and intensity 
they needed to have after 
earning a walk-off win over 
Telecommunications the 
day before. Words turned 
into actions.

“That close win was 
really good,” Construction 
Coach Marco Migliaccio 
said. “It showed them we 
needed to step up.”

Construction respond-
ed with a performance fit-
ting of a No. 1 seed in a 10-0, 
five-inning, run-rule win 
over No. 5 James Madison 
Saturday in the PSAL Class 
AA softball semifinal at the 
College of Staten Island.

The Red Hawks pound-
ed out six hits, three for 
extra bases and broke the 

game open with a six-run 
third inning.

“Today we were more 
pumped,” senior ace Brit-
ney Rodriguez said. “We 
were more ready to play.”

The contest was a 
major showcase for fresh-
man second baseman Lizul 
Portugal. Migliaccio said 
he moved her into the lead 
off spot for the playoffs in 
hopes of generating more 
runs.

It has paid off. She went 
combined 4-for-6 with five 
RBIs and three runs scored 
in the quarterfinal and 
semifinal. Portugal blasted 
a 200-foot grand slam over 
the left field fence to cap the 
third inning of the semifi-
nal against Madison.

“It felt great,” she said 
of the round tripper. “I was 
just up there ready to hit. 
I’m just really happy.”

Senior Rodriguez is 
confident in passing the 
torch to Portugal and Emi-
ly Perez, as the Red Hawks’ 

future stars and pitchers, 
when she leaves after this 
season. Perez, who had the 
winning hit in the quarter-
final, had an RBI triple and 
scored twice against Madi-
son (17-2). Rodriguez knew 
Portugal would also come  
come through for her team.

“When she got up to 
bat with bases loaded, first 
thing in my head was she 
is going to hit a home run,” 
she said. “And boom, she 
hit a home run.”

Rodriguez, who was 
2-for-3 with an RBI at the 
plate, did her job in the 
circle as well. She allowed 
just two Knights hits and 
struck out six. Madison’s 
best chances to score were 
in the second inning with 
the bases loaded and two 
outs and again after a one-
out triple by Cheyenne 
Tatesure in the third in-
ning. Rodriguez kept a run 
from scoring each time.

“After that it just 
brought them down, which 

made us more excited,” Ro-
driguez said.

After two innings, 
Construction (18-1) led 4-0, 
to which Amy Pirozek con-
tributed an RBI double, be-
fore the Red Hawks broke 
things open in the third. 
Construction loaded the 
bases with no one out be-
fore Daniela Isabella de-
livered a two-run, two-out 
single down the left field 
line to put the Red Hawks 
up 6-0 before the big blow 
from Portugal.

The Red Hawks ad-
vance to their second 
straight final and get a 
rematch with No. 3 Totten-
ville June 8 at St. John’s 
University. Construction 
won the teams’ regular sea-
son meeting.

“It feels great to make 
the championship game,” 
Rodriguez said. “Now we 
have to finish strong.”

Red Hawks freshman Lizul Portugal blasts her grand slam over the 
left field fence. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Demitri Sanchez (second from r.) gets high-fives from his team-
mates after getting out of a first inning jam for Cardozo. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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Commodores fall to Tottenville
Bayside ends season dedicated to coach with cancer in semifi nals

Info Tech captures 
city volleyball title

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Bayside’s bats and 

hearts had pushed them 
through adversity all sea-
son — but couldn’t take the 
Commodores any further.

The Commodores, who 
rallied from seven runs 
down after two innings in 
the quarterfinals, faced 
a three-run deficit in the 
bottom of the eighth to Tot-
tenville in Bayside’s first 
semifinal since 2008.

Bayside kept fighting 
in the PSAL Class A soft-
ball semifinals by playing 
for Coach Steve Piorkows-
ki, who is battling to keep 
his cancer in remission. 
The Commodores loaded 
the bases with no one out as 
Emily Gomez walked and 
her sister Heidi Gomez and 
Jacqueline Perno singled.

But No. 2-seeded Bay-
side managed just a run on 
a Cortney Hafkin single. 
The bottom of the order 
couldn’t deliver in an even-
tual 5-3 loss to No. 3 Totten-
ville Saturday at the Col-
lege of Staten Island. The 
defeat ended the careers of 
nine seniors who desper-
ately wanted to bring home 
a city title.

“Every single game we 
knew not to go down with-
out having a fight,” Pace-
bound second baseman 
Tara Bernstein said. “We 
played for [Coach] P. this 
year, we played for each 
other. We picked each other 
up as much as we could un-
til the very last out.”

Piorkowski gambled in 
the top of the eighth. Heidi 
Gomez appeared ready to 
strand Tottenville’s Nicole 
Bellini on second base af-
ter a sac bunt and fly out, 
but Piorkowski chose to 
let Gomez pitch to Jillian 
Regan, Tottenville’s best 
hitter.

The shortstop, who 
had the dangerous Jamie 
Holmes hitting behind 
her, had flied out to the left 
field fence in her last at-
bat. Piorkowski called it a 
“no-win situation.” Regan 
singled brought home the 

go-ahead run, Holmes fol-
lowed with a double and 
Kerrianne Lavin singled to 
make it 5-2.

“I rolled the dice and I 
lost,” Piorkowski said.

His team had found it-
self down early in the game. 
Tottenville (18–1) scored 
twice in the first as Regan 
and Holmes drove in runs. 
Bayside (17–2) saw Bellini 
make two diving grabs 
in center during the first 
two innings, but the Com-
modores managed to chip 
away at Tottenville’s lead.

A single by Perno, who 
was 2-for-4, plated Emily 
Gomez to make it 2-1 in the 
third. Bernstein doubled 
and later scored on a shal-
low sac fly to the grass be-
hind second base by Victo-
ria Perez to knot things at 
2-2.

“I know they have 
very good arms,” Bernstein 
said. “I just wanted to test 
them.”

The Commodores 
weren’t as lucky next time. 
Piorkowski tried to score 
Cynthia Ponce as the go-

ahead run from first on a 
double to the left center-
field fence by his eighth-
hitter Hafkin. Tottenville 
tagged her out well before 
home plate thanks to a per-
fect relay.

“If she was running 
on the baseline and stayed 
on the baseline, which we 
practice, it would have been 
good,” Piorkowski said.

Bayside had a chance 
to rally, thanks to Heidi 
Gomez. She allowed just 
two hits from the second to 
the seventh innings and re-
tired 17 of the 20 batters she 
faced, including 12 straight 
at one point.

“I realized this could 
be my last time wearing 
this uniform,” she said. “I 
just focused.”

The Commodores’ se-
niors said they have been 
waiting four years for this 
game after coming in as 
what Piorkowski called 
“goofy middle school kids.” 
They proved they belonged 
with the likes of the Pi-
rates, but were unable to 
top them.

“We knew Tottenville 
was an exemplary team,” 
Bernstein said. “We knew 
what we had to do to win, 
but we just fell short. We 
put up a great fight.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The health status of In-

formation Technology star 
hitter Mateusz Szumilo for 
the championship match 
was uncertain even min-
utes from the start.

The senior partially 
tore his right bicep at a 
tournament six weeks ago 
and hasn’t been 100 percent 
since. Szumilo reinjured 
it in a PSAL boys’ volley-
ball semifinal victory over 
Newcomers the week be-
fore the final at York Col-
lege and was planning on 
not taking the court in the 
championship match. He 
said his teammates kept 
asking him in school what 
he was going to do.

“I didn’t know,” 
Szumilo said. “I was giving 
ambiguous answers.”

His father gave the bi-
cep a massage and Szumilo 
realized he was ready to 
play after arriving at York 
College May 28 to play in 
the final. Szumilo said it 
hurt, but he still turned in 
a dominant performance 
at the net to lead No. 4 Info 
Tech to a 25-18, 20-25, 25-15 
win over No. 3 Taft for the 
Long Island City school’s 
first crown.

“I didn’t know if he was 
going to be able to go today, 
and he just didn’t want to 
come out,” Info Tech Coach 
Geoffe Serrano said.

Szumilo, who has 
played two years of club vol-
leyball, was in the middle of 
a 14-2 run by the Info Tech 

Blackhawks (10-2) during 
the third set that was pro-
pelled by the tremendous 
energy coming from their 
large contingent of fans. 
He had a block and a kill in 
the early stages to help his 
team build momentum and 
went on an 8-0 service run 
to put Info Tech up 22-11.

Szumilo also domi-
nated midway through the 
second set with five kills 
and a block to help cut the 
Taft lead to 14-13 before 
watching the Taft Golden 
Eagles (13-1) grab control of 
the frame.

“The third set we were 
just happy and hyped,” he 

Bayside’s Taylor Moy lays down a bunt for a base hit. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Info Tech’s Mateusz 
Szumilo (c.) attempts to hit 
over Taft’s Wilkins Cerda. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 54

w w w.shoevi l lage.com
Free Shipping Over $50

Official Sponsor
of Queens Sports

45-22 162nd St. Flushing, NY 11358 | (718) 762-1990

Bayside’s Heidi Gomez delivers a pitch against Tottenville. 
Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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Pitcher James Mc-
Cleary started the game 
for Molloy, but ace Anthony 
Catinella came on in the 
fifth to pitch five innings 
of relief. The Stanners got 
the winning run off Sea 
reliever Steve Withers. 
He had recorded seven of 
his nine outs via strikeout 
when Molloy lost to Sea 4-3 
in nine innings with the 
top seed on the line earlier 
in the season.

“They were ready to 
play,” Lyons said of the 
Stanners. “They wanted an-
other shot at those guys.”

Molloy may get one 

more shot at Sea, but beat-
ing the Vikings won’t be the 
Stanners’ main motivation. 
The Stanners want to claim 
the title to celebrate their 
former coach and complete 
their season-long goal.

“If you can’t get up for 
this game, then you need 
to be checked for a pulse, I 
think,” Lyons said.

Fordham Prep 4, St. 

Francis Prep 1: Fordham 
Prep scored three times in 
the first inning with help 
from an error and a two-
run double by Sebastiano 
Santorelli to grab a 3-0 lead 
against Terriers ace Dylan 
Lawrence.

The Rams extended 
the advantage to 4-1 on a 
Santorelli RBI single in the 
second inning.

“It really crushed our 
spirits to be down 3-zip in 
the first inning,” said des-
ignated hitter Connor Mc-
Gee, who had two hits.

St. Francis Prep got 
a run back in the fourth 
when an error plated Matt 
Walsh. Lawrence, who gave 
up five hits, didn’t allow an-
other hit after the first two 
innings.

But the big hits eluded 
the Terriers with runners 
on second and third in the 
fourth inning and with 
bases loaded and two outs 
in the fifth.

“We didn’t hit and we 
had a bad first inning,” SFP 
Coach Brother Robert Kent 
said. “You can’t do that in 
the playoffs.”
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He got plenty of help, 

especially from long and 
lanky junior Kevin Camp-
bell, who is in his first 
season playing volleyball. 
Serrano called his develop-
ment “frustrating” because 
Campbell’s hand-eye coor-
dination had needed work 
and he still needed to learn 

all the skills.
But the final was 

“sweet” for Serrano to 
watch. Campbell looked 
like a veteran as a blocker 
and a hitter against the 
shorter Taft. He had three 
kills during the decisive 
third set run and put his 
team within a point of the 
championship later in the 
frame.

“Coach said a lot of 
practice will make me bet-
ter,” Campbell said.

Setter Tenzin Lhek-
tso, libero Kevin Leyva and 

senior Aldwyn Ador also 
turned in strong perfor-
mances. The Blackhawks 
were fueled all season by 
the PSAL’s decision to 
move them to lower ‘B’ af-
ter a 3-7 season in the “A” 
and the Queens I division, 
which includes defending 
city champion Academy of 
American Studies.

“Our goal was to do re-
ally well because we didn’t 
deserve to be in the ‘B’ divi-
sion,” Szumilo said. “That 
was our goal all the way 
from the start.”

Molloy
Continued from Page 51 Continued from Page 53 
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hits against Rodriguez, the 
GW ace. Cardozo freshman 
pitcher Isaiah Mirabel lat-
er got out of a bases loaded, 
two-out jam in the sixth to 
close things out.

“All game he was 
throwing me outside fast-
balls, outside fastballs,” 
Campbell said. “I changed 
my approach. I saw the ball 
and put a pretty good swing 
on it.”

The victory allowed 
Rogers to get the ball in 
Game 3 with a chance to 
pitch Cardozo to Yankee 

Stadium. His teammates 
knew they were in good 
hands, and Rogers deliv-
ered.

“We want Keith on 
the mound,” senior Kevin 
Bongiovanni said. “I know 
Keith and us seniors defi-
nitely want to win the chip. 
We want to play at Yankee 
Stadium.”

Continued from Page 51 
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ERIC COMFORT SHOES
With this coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offers or prior purchases. 

Coupon valid only at Queens Village & Williston Park stores. Offer expires  7-30-14 .

10% OFF
Easy Spirit, Naturalizer, 

Spring Step & Hush Puppies

$10 OFF
Each Pair Of Women’s SAS, Clarks, Dansko, Ara, 
Softspots, Rockport, Birkenstock, New Balance, 
Merrell, Beautifeel, Trotters, Toe Warmers Shoes, 

Sneakers or Sandals

$15 OFF
Each Pair Of Men’s Clarks, New Balance, 

Timberland, Florsheim, Rockport, Hush Puppies, 
Bostonian, Ecco, Johnston & Murphy, SAS, 

Wolverine Shoes, Sneakers Or Sandals

ERIC COMFORT SHOES Since 
1942

For Men, Women & Children Medium, Wide & Extra-Wide Sizes 4-16 Available

75TH ANNIVERSARY SALE! SAVE UP TO 60%

ALL DAY COMFORT 
AND STYLE

ALL STYLES AND BRANDS AVAILABLE ONLY AT
OUR QUEEN VILLAGE OR WILLISTON PARK STORE

426 HILLSIDE AVE.
WILLISTON PARK 516-877-2002
(Corner of Hillside Avenue & Herricks Road, 
5 Blocks West of Willis Avenue) 
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm  Sun 11am-5pm

B-D-EEEE 
6-16

Other Colors
A-EEEE

WE CARRY ALL 
LINES OF

$15OFF

$15 OFF

$15 OFF

All Sizes & Widths

All Men’s

& We Carry All 
Styles of SAS

B-D-EEE-6-16 
Available in 5 Colors

Perth All Men’s

SAS

Clarks

Duo

Hush Puppies

216-11 JAMAICA AVE. 

QUEENS VILLAGE 
718-465-2860
(NEAR Springfield Blvd.)
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm  Sun Closed

EXPERT
FITTING FOR 
CHILDREN!

WWW.ERICSHOES.COM

EXPERT FITTING FOR CHILDREN

ALL STYLES AND BRANDS AVAILABLE AT QUEENS VILLAGE LOCATION

Spring Step, Hush Puppies & Children Shoes

NARROW, 
MEDIUM, 

WIDE, 
EXTRA WIDE 4 - 15 

AVAILABLE

216-11 JAMAICA AVE.
QUEENS VILLAGE, NY 11428

718–465–2860
(NEAR Springfield Blvd.)

Exit 27 from Cross Island Parkway

EXPERT FITTING 
FOR CHILDREN

FREE 
Parking


