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BY JUAN SOTO

The timing was per-
fect. After last Friday’s 
prayer services at the Ja-
maica Muslim Center, and 
with hundreds of people 
thronging the street, the 
long-awaited message was 

heard.
Mosque leaders and 

elected officials announced 
the city Department of 
Transportation officially 
gave the go-ahead to trans-
form a section of 168th 
Street in Jamaica Hills 
from a two-way roadway 
into a one-way street.

With that battle al-
ready won, the war contin-
ues.

Residents, the Jamaica 
Muslim Center and the law-
makers are now pushing 
the city agency to install a 
speed bump and new traffic 
signals.
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
The fever and the madness 

are on in Queens — soccer fever 
and madness, that is.

The 2014 World Cup in Brazil 

just got underway, and the bor-
ough melting pot is heating up, 
ready to explode with every goal, 
penalty kick and unfair call.

After all, not only is the in-
ternational tournament the big-

gest sporting event in the world, 
but the borough is home to the 
most ethically diverse chunk of 
earth on the planet.

Queens residents are cheer-
ing for their native countries, 

and for those who have no link to 
any of the 32 teams fighting it out, 
they always find ways to become 
a part-time supporter of one of the 
national teams.

In every corner of the bor-
ough during the next 3 1/2 weeks, 
a TV will be turned on to the tour-
nament. Brazil 2014 brings a total 
of 64  games and at least 5,760 min-
utes of pure competition.

Bars and restaurants are 
ready to witness the true passion 
of soccer.

Die-hard fans of Brazil, one of 
the favorites to take the title, will 
gather around flat TV screens in 
places like Astoria’s Favela Grill, 
at 33-18 28th Ave.

“The place will get very 
busy,” said Clayton Santos, a 
waiter at the restaurant.

Santos said the restaurant 
has two big screens and three 
smaller TV sets, but it may add at 
least one more big screen TV. To 
watch the games of La Canarin-
ha, Brazil’s nickname, the fan has 
to make a reservation and spend a 
minimum of $25.

“I really think Brazil is go-
ing to win,” added Santos.

Scholars Academy players from Rockaway Park celebrate their comeback win over Goddard in the PSAL Class ‘B’ 
softball championship. Photo by Ken Maldonado

SEAWOLVES SUCCESS

BY KELSEY DURHAM

As the City Council begins 
to consider a minimum wage 
increase that would potentially 
bump hourly pay up to at least 
$15 an hour citywide, one coun-
cilman from eastern Queens has 
raised concerns about the nega-
tive side effects it could have on 
his district.

Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) is hoping 
to bring attention to the impact 
that the pay increase would have 
on businesses in his 23rd District, 
which borders Nassau County, if 
legislation were to pass requiring 
owners to nearly double wages for 
employees.

Weprin — who represents 
Little Neck, Oakland Gardens, 
Glen Oaks, Douglaston, Queens 
Village, Bellerose, Floral Park 
and Hollis Hills — said he wor-
ries that if the minimum wage in-
crease were to affect the city only, 
businesses in Queens would suf-
fer from competition in neighbor-
ing Long Island, where owners 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Richmond Hill war hero who was posthu-
mously awarded the Medal of Honor is set to be 
honored at his Briarwood high school.

Louis Willet was given the prestigious award 
after he was killed at 21, fending off Vietnamese 

Molloy to honor late alum
who was Vietnam war hero

Elected officials, mosque members and 
community activists speak about the 
changes on 168th Street during a news 
conference in front of the Jamaica 
Muslim Center. Photo by Juan Soto

Weprin frets
city wage hike
could hurt biz

World Cup scores with Queens
Boro melting pot turns out in droves to follow international soccer tourney
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168th St. to become one-way
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Need Help Filing An Insurance Claim?

ALLOW EXPERIENCED CLAIMS ADJUSTERS TO RECOUP WHAT YOU ARE ENTITLED TO!

We pledge to protect you from insurance companies  
who want to avoid paying all the money you are owed.

ANM Claims offers complete insurance claim 

processing, comprehensive forensic examinations, 

construction/emergency repairs, and evaluation of 

insurance coverage.

CALL NOW TO FILE A CLAIM!
516.218.3999

ANM Clai

processing, 

construction

insurance co

W W W . A N M C L A I M S . C O M

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY ALEX ROBINSON

A coalition of devel-
opers, businesses and 
environmentalists have 
launched a bid to clean up 
Flushing Creek.

More than 800 million 
gallons of raw sewage flows 
into the finger-shaped body 
of water, which separates 
Willets Point from Flush-
ing, every year, according 
to researchers.

Sludge seeps into the 
creek from combined sew-
age overflows anytime 
there is even minimal rain-
fall because the city’s sewer 
system cannot handle the 
extra water.

“Our whole mission 
is to promote projects that 
clean up the creek and we 
want to return it to commu-
nity use,” said Alexandra 
Rosa, a consultant who pre-
sented the group’s plan to 
Community Board 7 Mon-
day night.

The group, Friends 
of Flushing Creek, is com-
posed of a number of devel-
opers and businesses, some 
of which own land adjacent 
to the creek.

Representatives from 
Skyview Park and Crystal 
Window and Door Systems 
and developers F&T Group 
are stakeholders in the 
group and sit on the organi-
zation’s board of directors.

“We need a creek 
people will want to come 
to that meets water stan-
dards,” Rosa said. “We 
are all about restoring the 
creek so it can be used by 

the community.”
Rosa said the group’s 

initiative complements an 
effort by Claire Shulman’s 
Flushing Willets Point Co-
rona Local Development 
Corp. to redevelop a 60-acre 
waterfront property bor-
dered by Flushing Creek, 
Prince Street, Roosevelt 
Avenue and Northern Bou-
levard.

Shulman’s LDC was 
awarded a $1.5 million 
Brownfield grant by the 
state in 2011 to explore the 
possible development.

Rosa, Shulman’s for-
mer chief of staff, stressed 
in an interview that Friends 
of Flushing Creek is operat-
ing separately from the for-
mer borough president’s ef-
fort, but added some of the 
same stakeholders in the 
LDC are also involved with 
the group.

F&T Group, also be-
longs to Shulman’s LDC, 
has developed at least sev-
en buildings in downtown 
Flushing and is on the cusp 
of breaking ground on the 
first phase of its $850 mil-
lion Flushing Commons 
development.

Other members of 
the group include develop-
ers Briarwood Organiza-
tion, Asian Americans for 
Equality, Assi Plaza and 
the Richmond Hill Busi-
ness Persons Corp. The 
most recent addition to the 
group’s advisory board is 
James Cervino, the chair-
man of CB 7’s environmen-
tal committee, a professor 
in marine pollution at the 

Woods Hole Oceanography 
Institute in Massachusetts, 
and president of the Coast-
al Preservation Network, 
a nonprofit that advocates 
for the restoration of the 
waterfront.

Former wetlands 
around the creek, which 
once absorbed a signifi-
cant amount of rainwater, 
have been developed over 
the years into neighbor-
hoods, parks and stadiums. 
The water that normally 
would have been absorbed 
by these lands streams into 
the city’s combined sewer 
system instead of being dis-
charged into waterways.

Nearly 72 percent of 
the city’s ground does not 
absorb water, according to 
city Department of Envior-
nmental Protection.

The city built a com-
bined sewer overflow tank, 
which can hold 43 million 
gallons of sewage, in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
in 2007 to try to alleviate 
the problem, but this does 
not tackle the root of the 
overflows, said environ-
mental planner Eymund 
Diegel who conducts re-
search on the area’s over-
flow dilemma.

“Solutions will have to 
focus on targeting the cause 
of the sewer overflows,” he 
said in an e-mail.

More needs to be done 
to divert natural streams of 
water that flow from paved 
over lands into the sewer 
system, Diegel said.

Friends of Flushing Creek plan to pressure the city Department of Environmental Protection to clean 
up the body of water. Photo by Christina Santucci

Developers push to halt 
sewage in Flushing Creek

www.Timesledger.com
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
More than 30 years 

after overcoming a horri-
fying attack in which she 
was pushed in front of an 
oncoming subway train 
and lost her hand, Renee 
Katz is still finding ways to 
inspire.

The Flushing musi-
cian has announced the 
release of her book, “Never 
Been Gone,” which seeks to 
embolden other survivors. 
The book contains poetry 
she wrote throughout the 
years, from the days follow-
ing the subway incident up 
until present day.

“As unfortunate as 
it was, there were lessons 
that could be learned mov-
ing forward,” she said. “I 
made up my mind I was go-
ing to feel and experience 
my life and go into the fear 
rather than avoiding it.”

On June 7, 1979, the 
flautist’s life changed for-

ever when she was pushed 
off a subway platform in 
Midtown Manhattan by 
an unidentified man. The 
17-year-old fell onto the 
tracks in front of a train, 
which severed her hand. 
Surgeons at Bellevue Hos-
pital were able to miracu-
lously reattach the hand af-
ter 16 hours of surgery, but 
she has never regained full 
function.

The story played out on 
front pages across the city 
and around the country.

Her new book chron-
icled that day and the 
months that followed as she 
coped with her injury and 
figured out how to rebuild 
her future.

Although the promis-
ing student, who attended 
the High School of Music 
and Art, could no longer 
play the flute, she made 
sure music was still part of 
her life.

“I tried to redefine 
my life using the things I 

was passionate about,” she 
said. “I tried focusing on 

my voice. I’m very blessed 
I can sing. Music is part of 

my soul and nothing is go-
ing to stop that from hap-
pening.”

She became a cabaret 
singer and released a CD, 
with the same name as her 
new book, which shares 
many of the same messages 
and themes as her poems. 
Katz, who now works as an 
occupational therapist, said 
she is currently working on 
a second album she plans to 
release next year.

In the weeks that fol-
lowed her attack, Katz said 
letters sent from well-wish-
ing New Yorkers helped her 
through her ordeal. She 
also took inspiration from 
her father, Isidore, a Holo-
caust survivor.

“If my father could get 
through all that horrible 
stuff, I could get through 
this,” she said. “I wasn’t 
going to let myself become 
numb and bitter. I would 
be playing into the hands 
of the guy who pushed me 
off that subway platform if 

I did that.”
Katz’s attacker was 

never found. A suspect was 
put on trial in 1980, but ac-
quitted of all charges.

She said the attack 
made her much more aware 
of her environment.

“I still have a little 
post-traumatic stress that 
gets the better of me, but I 
work through it,” she said.

Katz rarely rides the 
subway anymore since she 
has learned to drive, but 
when she has to, she never 
goes on her own.

“An accident really 
causes you to grow up 
much quicker,” she said. 
“The gratitude I feel from 
things is more intense be-
cause I know life can be 
taken away so quickly.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Renee Katz releases her new book “Never Been Gone,” which 
chronicles her inspirational story. Photo courtesy Nick Granito

Flushing woman pushed off subway platform releases book
Renee Katz publishes poems to embolden others decades after losing her hand in grim episode

BY BILL PARRY

 A six-month review 
process for the planned As-
toria Cove residential com-
plex, between 4th and 9th 
Streets, in Hallets Point got 
underway Tuesday with a 
sometimes raucous public 
hearing.

It was standing-room-
only in the Astoria World 
Manor banquet hall as hun-
dreds participated in the 
Community Board 1 spe-
cial meeting.

Architect Jay Valgora, 
of Studio V, led a presenta-
tion on behalf of the devel-
oper, Alma Realty, showing 
the audience artists’ ren-
derings of what the mega-
project would look like if 
the plan for a five-building, 
mixed-use project spanning 
1.7 million square feet of 
Hallets Point is approved.

“Today this water-
front is not accessible,” Val-
gora said. “It’s really not 
an amenity or asset for the 

community and we would 
like to tie that back in and 
create a wonderful exten-
sion to the community.”

In addition to 1,689 
rental units, the plan prom-
ises a waterfront espla-
nade, a public school with 
456 seats for pre-K through 
fifth-grade, a supermarket 
and 54,000 square feet of re-
tail space.

“All that retail space 
will make the neighborhood 
safer and provide jobs,” Val-
gora said. “There’s room 
for banks, hardware stores, 
little cafes and restaurants 
along a continuous green-
way along the waterfront.”

Project counsel How-
ard Weiss touched on the 
transportation issue when 
he promised shuttle bus 
service to the subway.

“And if the city ex-
pands ferry service, there 
will be space for a terminal 
on the waterfront,” Weiss 
said, eliciting the evening’s 
first applause.

When Weiss arrived 
at the number of affordable 
housing units the project 
will include, the audience 

paid rapt attention. The 
project currently plans for 
295 affordable units, but 
Weiss said the developer is 
in talks with City Planning 
to expand that number.

But the information 
will not be available for CB 
1’s decision June 17.

Community board 
members asked questions 
regarding safety, handi-
cap accessibility, parking 
and other issues. Then it 
was time for the public to 
speak.

A total of 56 residents 
had signed up for the 
chance to make their points 
in a three-minute presenta-
tion.

Jack Friedman, of the 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce, said, “The economic 
impact can be profound. 
The opportunity this pro-
vides for Queens cannot be 
ignored.”

The other speakers 
were not as supportive, 
however.

“We might be middle 
class, but we’re not idiots 
and we can see the writing 
on the wall,” resident Tyler 
Ocon said. “Without the 
originally promised afford-
able housing units and a 
guarantee that these units 
will remain forever afford-
able, this project will be 
the first gust of wind that 
shifts Astoria’s middle and 
working class up the East 
River.”

Local artist Luanne 
Rozran raised the spectre 
of blocked river views with 
three waterfront towers as 
tall as 32 stories.

“For many of us, that 
view is the explanation of 
why we live here,” Rozran 
said, later adding that the 
views give her inspiration 
for her paintings. “There’s 
no reason for the towers to 
be 30 stories, obliterating 
our views simply because 
some millionaire wants a 
penthouse way up high,” 
she said after her presenta-

tion was stopped for going 
over the time limit.

When resident Jeannie 
Ortiz spoke of improper as-
bestos abatement by a com-
pany being investigated 
by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, she was 
told her allotted time was 
up.

When she refused to 
sit down, she was escorted 
from the podium by secu-
rity.

“I feel like they shut me 
down because they didn’t 
like what I had to say,” she 
said later in a hallway.

If the community 
board approves, the pro-
posal moves to the borough 
president and eventually to 
the City Council in the fall. 
Astoria Cove would be built 
in four phases over 10 years 
if the project is approved.

Reach Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4538

Architect Jay Valgora presents 
his vision of Astoria Cove at a 
public hearing Tuesday. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Hundreds attend fi rst Astoria Cove hearing
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
City Councilman Paul 

Vallone (D-Bayside) has 
introduced a bill he hopes 
will help save lives by cut-
ting down response times 
for emergency personnel.

Vallone’s legislation, 
introduced last week, 
would require the city to 
create and distribute a 911 
information card to every 
household in the five bor-
oughs that includes details 
Vallone said are critical to 
helping fire and police of-
ficials respond to an emer-
gency in a timely manner.

The northeast Queens 
representative said the idea 
of the bill is to cut down on 
miscommunication that 
can often occur during an 
emergency between a caller 
and a 911 operator.

“Sometimes emergen-
cies occur when you aren’t 
at your house, and maybe 
the person that is there 
doesn’t know the critical 

information to give to the 
911 operator,” Vallone said. 
“If we provide these cards 
where the information 
is right there for anyone 
making the call, we could 
minimize a lot of tragedies 
that happen because people 
don’t know addresses or 
cross streets.”

Vallone’s bill comes 
just days after Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Glendale) introduced 

her own plan to update the 
city’s 911 system by requir-
ing operators to transmit 
information they have been 
given by a caller to police, 
fire and EMS officials, hop-
ing to cut back on response 
times by providing respond-
ers with all the information 
they need up front.

Vallone said the cards 
would include information 
such as address, nearby 
landmarks, cross streets 

and details about people 
who live in the home, such 
as a special needs child 
or an elderly person who 
might require specific in-
structions for being cared 
for in an emergency.

The cards are meant to 
help homeowners whom he 
said may panic during a fire 
or other emergency and not 
be able to clearly remember 
the necessary information 
to give to a 911 operator, but 

Vallone also said the cards 
would benefit baby-sitters 
or house-sitters who may 
need to make an emergen-
cy call while at a home they 
are not familiar with.

“If my mother is 
watching my kids or if I’m 
visiting a friend’s home, we 
might not know addresses 
or cross streets off hand,” 
he said. “This card would 
provide that information.”

He said the bill, which 
stemmed from a recent 
oversight hearing he at-
tended regarding delays 
in the city’s emergency re-
sponse system, has not yet 
seen any real opposition, 
and former FDNY commis-
sioner Salvatore Cassano 
also previously showed  
support for the bill.

The councilman said 
he also looks forward to 
meeting with newly ap-
pointed commissioner Dan-
iel Nigro and filling him in 
on the basis of the legisla-
tion and said he hopes the 

FDNY will be interested in 
helping to decide what in-
formation should be includ-
ed in order to maximize the 
help a caller can give a 911 
operator.

“We’ll start with the 
basic information and go 
from there,” Vallone said.

The councilman is 
also hoping to find a way 
to minimize costs for pro-
ducing the cards by having 
them available online for 
homeowners to download 
or print out.

Vallone said he is wait-
ing to find out when hear-
ings will be scheduled on 
the bill but hopes to push 
the legislation through 
quickly.

“It’s just one of those 
common sense scenarios to 
do this,” he said.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

BY JUAN SOTO

The Sierra Club is ask-
ing a judge from Queens 
Supreme Court to require 
that the state Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation review the issuing 
of the first water with-
drawal permit given to the 
Ravenswood Power Plant 
because the organization 
claims withdrawing water 
from the East River is kill-
ing fish.

The challenge by the 
grassroots environmen-
tal group along with the 
Hudson River Fisherman 
was filed last Friday. The 
authorization by the state 
agency allows the Long Is-
land City-based plant to use 
up to 1.5 billion gallons of 
water a day from the East 
River. The permit is valid 
until 2017.

According to the Si-
erra Club, the DEC failed 
to order the power plant to 
have a closed-cycle cooling 

system in place.
“I hope the judge de-

cides to have a hearing on 
this,” said Jonathan Ge-
balle, attorney for the or-
ganization. “We believe we 
have a strong case.”

Geballe calculates 
that in about two months 
the Queens Supreme Court 
judge will make a decision.

“It’s up to the judge 
to have a hearing or not,” 
he added. “We are talking 
about just one plant that 
uses up to 1.5 billion gal-
lons of water a day.”

For the petitioners’ at-
torney, the authorization 
given to the power plant 
“was done inappropriately 
and the DEC has to review 
it.”

A spokeswoman for 
DEC said the state agency 
does not comment on pend-
ing litigation.

The plant drains wa-
ter from the East River for 
its cooling system. Raven-
swood is a 2,480-megawatt 

plant that combines cycle 
and combustion turbine 
technology. It has the capac-
ity to serve some 21 percent 
of New York City’s peak en-
ergy needs.

The Sierra Club wants 

the DEC to complete a full 
environmental review of 
the authorization, claim-
ing the plant’s water intake 
system kills large amounts 
of fish eggs and thousands 
of fish by filtering out un-

wanted materials.
The Ravenswood per-

mit was the first issued 
under the state’s new water 
legislation, approved back 
in 2011. The law was put 
into place to monitor large 

withdrawals from rivers 
and lakes.

“We are not trying 
to close down the power 
plant,” said Irene Van Slyke 
of the Sierra Club. “We just 
want the plant to have a bet-
ter cooling system and have 
an environmental impact 
review done.”

She added that “with 
a closed-cycle cooling sys-
tem, those fish kills can be 
reduced up to 98 percent.”

Closed-cycle systems 
reuse cooling water, unlike 
through cooling systems, 
which intake water from 
the body of water.

The Sierra Club esti-
mates that by the end of the 
year, DEC will receive up 
to 16 applications for water 
withdrawal permits from 
electric generating facili-
ties.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Irene Van Slyke (l. to r.), Jonathan Geballe and Thelma Fellows explain the Sierra Club’s concerns 
about water withdrawal from the East River. Photo by Juan Soto  

Sierra Club worries Ravenswood plant kills fi sh

City Councilman Paul Vallone is hoping to cut down on emergency response times with a new bill he 
introduced last week.

Vallone bill would lessen emergency response times
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MAURICE SUPPLIES LLC.
60-44 Maurice Avenue, Maspeth, NY 11378

CALL:  VISIT: www.mauricesupplies.com

The colors
will not fade.

Charles H. Gamarekian
Founder/Chairman/CEO

BACKYARD PATIOS & OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS  PAVINGSTONES  WALL SYSTEMS

With ArmorTec®

the color of the pavers
WILL NOT FADE
Both pavingstones shown above were installed in residential
driveways in 2006 (Photos taken in January 2010).

Plan your total patio makeover with Cambridge! 

the pavers look
WORN & FADED*

Without ArmorTec®

STOP IN FOR YOUR FREE 108 PAGE CAMBRIDGE OUTDOOR LIVING ROOM GUIDE
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Murray Hill bridge, 
closed for years so it could 
be rebuilt, needs to be com-
pletely reconstructed for 
a second time, elected offi-
cials announced last week.

The 149th Street 
Bridge, which connects 
Roosevelt and 41st avenues 
over Long Island Rail Road 
tracks, has been closed to 
traffic since 2010 for the 
project. The bridge was 
originally scheduled to be 
completed in November 
2011, but has faced years 
of delays after the first re-
construction was deemed 
unsafe by the city.

“It’s extremely disap-
pointing that we have to 
start this project again 
from square  one,” state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) said. “However, I 
am optimistic that this new 
administration is working 
as quickly as possible to get 
this bridge completed and 
reopened. I know that resi-
dents and business owners 

are extremely frustrated 
with what has become an 
over four-year process, and 
I pledge to hold the Depart-
ment of Transportation 
accountable to their new 
deadline.”

Construction of the 
bridge was completed in 
May 2011, but it was never 
reopened as it was deemed 
unsafe because of cracks 
the city discovered.

The city is now su-
ing the contractor it hired 
to design and build the 
bridge, Gandhi Engineer-
ing, for damages “as a re-
sult of breach of contract 
and professional malprac-
tice,” according to court 
documents filed in state 
Supreme Court.

The city’s suit con-
tends the firm failed to 
build a bridge “sufficient 
for its intended purpose of 
carrying vehicular and pe-
destrian traffic.”

Gandhi Engineering 
declined to comment about 
the lawsuit’s allegations.

BY SARINA TRANGLE
 
Seven decades after 

troops stormed Normandy, 
Vietnam Veterans recalled 
how the heroics of those 
who fought in World War 
II inspired generations of 
Americans — from Whites-
tone and beyond.

Close to 35 people 
gathered at Whitestone 
Veterans Memorial Field 
last Friday to join Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post 
4787 and Vietnam Veterans 
of America Chapter 32 in 
commemorating the 70th 
anniversary of D-Day.

Paul Narson, president 
of VVA Chapter 32, opened 
the ceremony by saluting 
Wold War II veterans.

“As we got older, our 
families and our schools 
taught us about you, your 
battle and your courage,” 
he said. “You taught our 
generation the meaning of 
duty, honor and country on 
June 6, 1944.”

Rabbi Steven Axelman 
reflected on his visit to 
Normandy this spring be-
fore giving an invocation. 
He described the Ameri-
can cemetery where 9,837 
men and women who died 
during the Allied thrust 
on the European mainland 
against Nazi Germany are 
buried.

“Every step I took 
away from the beaches, 
I was aware that one of 
America’s sons, brothers 

and fathers may have given 
his life in that very spot,” 
Axelman said.

Fred Hensel, com-
mander of VFW Post 4787 in 
Whitestone, read remarks 
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower 
gave to the troops before 
they embarked on the so-
called Operation Overlord.

Several politicians 
then spoke, including 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), and former city 
Comptroller John Liu, who 
is mounting a primary 
challenge to Avella.

Councilman Paul Val-

lone (D-Bayside) called a 
handful of World War II 
veterans up beside him to 
thank them for their ser-
vice. He singled out Frank 
Milano, who came dressed 
in a pristine-looking uni-
form.

“He was describing 
climbing down the rope lad-
der, getting into the trans-
port ship, waiting that 10 to 
15 minutes until the land-
ing doors came down and 
stepping off on the beach,” 
Vallone said. ”Our genera-
tion, we can’t even fathom 
what that meant.”

The ceremony con-
cluded with two trumpet 
players standing astride a 
large memorial and accom-
panying a recording of taps 
as the flag was raised.

Milano, a U.S. Army 
radio operator who stormed 
Normandy, said he came 
“to honor the men who are 
no longer here.”

Similarly, Bill Cos-
tello, an infantryman, said 
he wanted to pay respects 
to those left behind, includ-
ing his former sergeant, 
Frank Vasco, who died at 
Normandy. The 149th Street bridge stands closed. Photo by Alex Robinson

City Councilman Paul Vallone (c.) thanks World War II veterans for their service. 
Photo by Sarina Trangle

City to reconstruct 
Murray Hill bridge

Boro vets mark D-Day
Whitestone commemorates 70th anniversary of WW II offense
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All life is precious
and the loss of a loved 

one is devastating. 
While there is no easy way

to face all that needs
to be done, let us help
you through this most

diffi cult time.

St. John Cemetery Mount St. Mary Cemetery

A variety of options including
in-ground burial, indoor and outdoor crypts, 

and cremation niches are available.

Catholic Cemeteries can help because we are different, not merely a 
corner or section in any cemetery, but a sacred place dedicated by the 

Church for those who share our faith and belief in life everlasting.

www.ccbklyn.org
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Queens Library reforms stall in Legislature
BY ALEX ROBINSON

The state Assembly 
passed a Queens Library 
reform bill Monday, but it 
is unlikely to even come up 
for a vote in the state Sen-
ate.

The bill, authored by 
Assemblyman Jeffrion Au-
bry (D-East Elmhurst) and 
Borough President Melin-
da Katz, passed the lower 
chamber unanimously by 
a vote of 132-0. The legisla-
tion would reform the li-
brary’s board of trustees in 
an attempt to make the non-
profit more transparent.

“I am very pleased that 
the Queens Library reform 
measure sponsored by As-
sembly member Aubry was 
approved by the Assembly 
without opposition,” Katz 
said in a statement. “It is 
a sensible measure that 
would dramatically im-
prove the governance and 
oversight of the Queens Li-
brary and help guarantee 
that it remains one of our 

borough’s most treasured 
institutions for many years 
to come.”

Lawmakers first 
started working on legisla-
tion to reform the library 

following revelations the 
nonprofit’s CEO, Thomas 
Galante, made a $392,000 
salary and the start of an 
FBI investigation concern-
ing questionable fiscal 

management of the non-
profit, which gets federal, 
state and city funding.

The bill is sponsored by 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) in the Senate and 

has received support from 
the Queens City Council 
delegation as well as six of 
the borough’s senators, but 
it is still unlikely to even be 
considered for a vote in the 
upper chamber in the little 
time that remains in the 
legislative session.

The fight between 
state Democrats and the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference, a breakaway 
group that governs the Sen-
ate with Republicans, has 
trickled into the discussion 
on Queens Library reform 
and stalled the process.

Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), who joined the 
IDC in February, has used 
his status as a member of 
the chamber’s majority 
in an attempt to get more 
substantial reforms of the 
Queens Library passed.

Despite not having a 
sponsor in the Assembly, 
the senator has insisted 
his version be passed even 
though Aubry made two 
amendments to include 

parts of Avella’s bill, .
Avella’s bill would also 

require that the Brooklyn 
and New York public li-
brary systems be subject 
to Freedom of Information 
Law and Conflict of Inter-
est rules. His legislation 
would mandate that the 
board of trustees have two 
librarians, a public accoun-
tant, a Queens community 
board chairman and dis-
trict manager among its 
members.

He has criticized his 
Democratic counterparts’ 
bill as “feel good legisla-
tion” that does not go far 
enough.

A spokeswoman for 
Avella said his reaction 
to Aubry’s bill has not 
changed since it has been 
passed and that negotia-
tions between the two sides 
have not gotten anywhere.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Borough President Melinda Katz (l.) lauds the passage of Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry’s (r.) bill, which 
has support from all of the Queens City Council delegation, including Julissa Ferreras, and most of 
the borough’s state senators, but will likely never be brought to the Senate floor for a vote.
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

BY BILL PARRY

A busy warehouse 
in Long Island City is the 
base of operations for a 
young and successful com-
pany that is hard to define 
beyond its can-do attitude 
that has made it a favorite 
of the rich and famous in 
New York City and around 
the world.

The website for Aequi-
tas Packing Group de-
scribes it as a premier white 
glove moving, storage and 
logistics company servic-
ing the interior design and 
fine art world.

The three partners 
who own Aequitas tried 
their best to describe their 
company.

“Primarily we pack 
and ship art, fine furniture 
and antiques for the top 1 
percent and their design-
ers,” said Matthew Quinn, 
a partner. “It’s a specialized 

industry and we approach 
it differently than other 
companies. I guess you can 
say we’re unique.”

Sean Lane said, “We 
can take whatever is in a 
high-end luxury store or 
residence and move every-
thing in them to Dubai, 
Doha, Hong Kong, Cannes, 
Antwerp or anywhere else 
in the world. We collect and 
hold everything right here 
in this warehouse until the 
installation date and then 
we get everything there on 
time.”

His younger brother 
Godwin, the third partner, 
said, “It’s a very particular 
industry in the way things 
are done and we are very 
particular people and that’s 
helped us grow quickly — 
in fact, our growth is actu-
ally best described as an 
explosion.”

Just two years ago the 
three had a single moving 

van. Now they have a fleet 
of a dozen trucks and vans, 
a 145,000-square-foot ware-
house in LIC and another 
in London.

The three agree their 
secret weapon is a dedicat-
ed staff they call “The Fam-
ily” made up mostly of in-
ternational craftsmen from 

Ireland, Russia, Trinidad 
and Ukraine.

“These guys are from 
all over the world  --- we 
even have two guys from 
the same town in eastern 
Europe,” Sean Lane said. 
“The one thing they have 
in common is they are very 
professional, they are all 

accountable and have in-
tegrity. Not everyone can 
work for us.  In fact, we 
turn away four or five ap-
plicants every week.”

One of their workers, 
Robby Walsh, had bounced 
from job to job since mov-
ing to the United States 
from Ireland more than a 
decade ago.

“It’s an amazing at-
mosphere where everyone 
works together and takes 
pride in what they do,” he 
said. “When I’m building a 
shipping crate, I’m making 
the best crate I can make 
whether it’s for moving a 
Picasso or just a chair.”

Aequitas Packing 
Group does not serve the 
general public, but it de-
pends on repeat business 
and references from the 
interior designers and the 
luxury stores.

“We’re innovators and 
problem solvers and we ex-

ecute better than the other 
companies,” Sean Lane 
said. “We trust our intu-
ition and find ways to get 
the job done and that’s what 
keeps bringing the clients 
back.”

The globetrotting ad-
ventures never get old, ac-
cording to Godwin Lane.

“It’s very interesting,” 
he said. “We get to see fabu-
lous places with some very 
famous clients. We know 
what they want and that’s 
part of our success.”

But there is a price.
“Everyone’s sacrificed 

a lot to make this company 
succeed.  A lot of baseball 
games with the family have 
been missed by everyone 
that works here in order 
to make the company suc-
ceed,” Godwin said. “But 
there’s going to be a lot of 
kids going to college be-
cause of this success.”

Matthew Quinn makes arrangements for an Aequitas Packing 
Group project. Photo by Bill Parry

Two-year-old art moving company has explosive growth
LIC trio leads group of international workers to lofty heights in a specialized and secretive industry
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would have higher profits 
stemming from smaller la-
bor costs.

“I’ve always been a 
big supporter of raising 
minimum wage and I think 
workers are working for 
way less than what they 
should be,” Weprin said. 
“But that being said, I think 
there are some risks for 
raising it just in New York 
City, especially as high as 
the $15 an hour that’s pro-
posed while the rest of the 
state stays at $8.”

The idea for a citywide 
minimum wage increase 
was introduced earlier 
this month when Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
announced her interest 
in raising the rate to what 
she called “well above $10 
an hour,” a figure that has 
been discussed nationally 

by federal leaders.
Mark-Viverito said in 

comments last week that 
she would be more com-
fortable with a rate in the 
range of $13 to $15 an hour 
and said she was ready to 
begin hearings on the idea, 
though they have not yet 
been scheduled.

Weprin said that while 
he supports a minimum 
wage increase, he thinks 
a statewide raise would 
have fewer consequences 
on the border neighbor-
hoods in Queens, which he 
said would level the playing 
field between businesses in 
Queens and those they com-
pete with on Long Island.

He said he worries that 
a New York City minimum 
wage that is nearly twice 
the rate of the rest of the 
state would be “extremely 
detrimental” to business 
owners in Queens and will 
deter future entrepreneurs 
from wanting to start a 
business in the borough 
rather than traveling the 

short distance across the 
border into Nassau.

“Why open an ice 
cream shop in Queens 
when you could go 1,000 
feet and open one in Long 
Island and pay a lower sal-
ary?” he asked. “Most of 
the businesses on our bor-
der operate on a very small 
profit margin, and if they’re 
making money, they’re just 
barely doing it. The money 
for a pay increase has to 
come from somewhere and 
most businesses can’t af-
ford that.”

Weprin added that he 
would like to see the state 
as a whole raise its mini-
mum wage and hopefully 
others will follow suit. He 
said he has spoken with 
some business owners and 
community members in his 
district who share his con-
cerns and said he hopes the 
Council will be cautious in 
deciding how to approach a 
minimum wage increase in 
order to avoid hurting busi-
nesses in the process.

“We are confident the 
speed bump is going to hap-
pen,” Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) said in front of the 
mosque.

Between residents, 
members of the mosque and 
two nearby high schools, 
thousands of pedestrians 
walk down the narrow 
pathway everyday. The 
pressure to change the traf-
fic pattern at 168th Street 
between Highland Avenue 
and Gothic Drive mounted 

when a 16-year-old member 
of the Jamaica Muslim Cen-
ter was run over by a van 
as he was walking on the 
sidewalk in April. The teen 
is still recovering from his 
injuries. 

“This street has been 
a danger to pedestrians for 
many years,” said Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows). He hopes 
that the new changes are 
put into place by the end of 
the summer.

“There are a lot of smil-
ing faces,” Weprin said. 
“Today we are celebrating 
and saying thank you.” 

The lawmaker ap-

plauded the de Blasio ad-
ministration and the DOT 
for moving forward with 
the new street safety mea-
sures as part of the Vision 
Zero initiative.

According to the DOT, 
the changes will have little 
impact on traffic circu-
lation. In a letter sent to 
Community Board 8, who 
requested the safety mea-
sures changes in name 
of the Jamaica Muslim 
Center, the block most like-
ly will operate northbound. 
The city agency is also con-
sidering the possibility of 
restoring street parking.

Continued from Page 1 
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Safety

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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Brazil has won five 
World Cups.

Germany, a three-time 
winner, has its little piece 
of Deutschland in Queens 
as well. In the heart of Glen-
dale, German fans will glue 
their eyes to a 100-inch-
screen TV in the Zum 
Stammtisch restaurant, at 
69-46 Myrtle Ave.

During the matches, 
the place will give out free 
appetizers, and in case the 
squad commanded by the 
well-dressed Joachim Low 
reaches the final, the busi-
ness will close the restau-
rant and open it only as a 
bar operation for the big 
finale.

“Germany hasn’t 
looked this good in years,” 
said Werner Lehner, owner 
of the eatery, along with his 
brother Hans. “We tend to 
have a lot of people when 
Germany plays.”

And let’s not forget 
that a German, Jurgen 
Klinsmann, is the coach 
of the U.S. national team. 

Both squads are in the 
same group and will face 
off June 26.

On Steinway Street, 
there is a place with a trick. 
At Caffe Borbone, at 25-07 
Steinway St., fans will be 
waving different flags de-
pending on who is kicking 
the ball.

Algerians will pack 
the house.

“This place will be full 
when Algeria plays”, said 
Rosina Vasquez, a worker 
at the restaurant.

But Caffe Borbone is 
an Italian place, and Italy, 
which has won the title on 
four occasions, is another 
soccer-mad nation.

“We are also very busy 
when Italy plays,” said 
Vasquez.

Another Italian restau-
rant, Cucino a Modo Mio in 
Corona, at 51-01 108th St., 
will jump with every goal. 
The place is already booked 
for the Saturday game be-
tween Italy and England, 
but the establishment also 
becomes the headquarters 
for Latin American fans.

“They come from all 
over to watch their teams,” 

said Gregory Gigliotti, 
owner of the restaurant.

He expects fanatics 
from Argentina, Chile, Cos-
ta Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Honduras, Uruguay, Co-
lombia and Brazil.

The spot’s outdoor 
beer garden is ideal to 
have a drink, cheer and let 
your passion flow. It has a 
70-inch-screen TV, but if 
one prefers indoors, there 
are four more TVs in the 
dining area and the pizza 
parlor.

At La Gran Uruguaya 
in Jackson Heights, at 85-
06 37th Ave., Central and 
South America fans also 
merged.

“This is the house of 
soccer,” said Clever, man-
ager at the place. “I am 
Ecuadorian, so first it’s Ec-
uador, but then I like Uru-
guay, USA, Spain.”

Brazil 2014 will be 
special for Bosnians. This 
is the first World Cup ap-
pearance for the Balkan 
country.

Continued from Page 1 

Soccer
forces to save his outnum-
bered comrades. A group 
of alumni from Archbish-
op Molloy High School’s 
class of 1963 has been orga-
nizing a ceremony to com-
memorate the memory of 
their dead friend.

“I wanted to make it 
right for him and I wanted 
the students of Molloy to 
know what kind of gradu-
ate went to their school,” 
said Larry Seible, one 
of Willett’s friends from 
high school who is help-
ing the school’s alumni 
association organize the 
event. “Back when some 
Vietnam vets came off the 
plane, they were spit on 
and weren’t given their 
due. I want him to get his 
due.”

In November, more 
than 80 members of the 
class of ’63 attended their 
50th reunion. Many of 
them did not even know 
Willet had been awarded 
the Medal of Honor and a 
number of the attendees 

agreed to do something to 
commemorate his memo-
ry.

Seibel has been try-
ing to obtain a copy of 
Willett’s Medal of Honor, 
which he wants to give to 
the school at the ceremony 
next November.

The day of Willet’s 
death was a clear, warm 
one, with no clouds in the 
sky, according to a report 
Willett’s captain, Edward 
Northrop, submitted, rec-
ommending the fallen 
officer for the Medal of 
Honor.

His squad was set 
to do a security sweep in 

Kontum Province Feb. 15, 
1967, when it made contact 
with a large North Viet-
namese force. Willett and 
his comrades were sud-
denly pinned down on the 
ground by steady fire from 
Vietnamese guns when 
the Queens man decided to 
take the situation into his 
own hands, Northrop said 
in the recommendation.

“Willett, with com-
plete disregard for his life, 
rose to his feet and by ex-
pert use of fire and move-
ment gained a position af-
fording him a clear field of 
fire on enemy positions,” 
Northrop said.

Continued from Page 1 

Molloy

 Visit us at 
www.Timesledger.com

Archbishop Molloy High School alumni look to honor their fallen 
friend, Louis Willett, who was drafted into the Army in 1965 and 
was killed in Vietnam in 1967. Photos courtesy Mary Anne Willett
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