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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Northeast Queens leaders 
are expected to be drawn into the 
trial of former Bayside City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran after it re-
sumes from a weeklong recess 
June 25.

Judge Kenneth Karas opted 
to push along the Republican’s 
trial in White Plains federal 
court despite declaring a mistrial 
in the corruption case of his co-
defendants, state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) and ex-Queens 
GOP Vice Chairman Vincent Ta-
bone.

The trio are charged with 
participating in an elaborate 
scheme masterminded by Smith 
to allegedly bribe his way onto 
the GOP line in the 2013 mayoral 
elections, prosecutors contend.

Smith is accused of steer-
ing $500,000 in state funding to a 
pseudo real estate project in ex-
change for its recipients agreeing 
to finance his alleged bribes.

Halloran, a Republican, al-
legedly helped broker Smith’s 
deals with GOP leaders and ac-
cepted kickbacks, prosecutors 
said.

And Tabone is charged with 
pocketing a $25,000 bribe to help 
Smith secure the Republican 
line.

The judge’s mistrial decision 
Tuesday ended days of legal wran-
gling over recorded conversa-

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Community Board 11 passed 
a resolution at its monthly meet-
ing Monday night to approve a 
proposal from the city Depart-
ment of Transportation that 
seeks to create a pedestrian plaza 
outside the Long Island Rail Road 
station in Douglaston.

The board voted 30-3 in favor 
of moving forward with designs 
drawn up by the DOT Plaza Pro-
gram that would renovate the 
area in front of the LIRR station 

Continued on Page 54
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CB 11 approves 
DOT plaza plan
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Halloran’s bribery case goes on
Judge declares mistrial of co-defendants Smith, Tabone over Yiddish wiretaps
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The city launched a 
planning process last week 
to clean up the ever-smelly 
and polluted Flushing 
Creek.

In 1987, the city pro-
posed building a sewage 
retention tank in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
to help deal with large 
amounts of sewage that has 
flowed into the creek for de-
cades from three combined 
sewer overflows.

After years of argu-
ments between park and 
environmental advocates 
over whether it should be 
built, the 43-million-gallon 
tank, which cost $349 mil-
lion, was completed in 
2007.

A second retention 
tank is now one of a num-
ber of ideas the city Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection is considering 
to lessen the 800 million 
gallons of sludge that seep 
into the creek every year.

DEP officials an-
nounced what they called 

their Long Term Control 
Plan, which will examine 
ways to tackle the problem, 
at a sparsely attended meet-
ing last week.

Officials presented 
a number of alternatives 
they will consider as part 
of the plan. These included 
installing green infrastruc-
ture such as green roofs, 
curbside bioswales and per-
meable pavements, which 
will reduce the amount of 
rainwater flowing into the 
overburdened combined 
sewer system.

Advocates looking to 
clean up the creek, however, 
said just installing green 
infrastructure would do 
little to solve the problem.

James Cervino, chair-
man of Community Board 
7’s Environmental Commit-
tee and a professor in ma-
rine pollution at the Woods 
Hold Oceanography Insti-
tute in Massachusetts, said 
in a telephone interview 
before the meeting that the 
area needs a second reten-
tion tank to help alleviate 
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Although Bell Bou-
levard was buzzing about 
the removal of about 12,000 
bees Sunday, officials say a 
swarm of that size is fairly 
average.

“Normally 12,000 to 
15,000 is pretty common at 
the beginning of the season. 
I have seen swarms in ex-
cess of 30,000,” the NYPD’s 
bee specialist, Detective 
Tony Planakis said in an 
interview. He had removed 
about 15,000 from Gover-
nor’s Island that morning 
and was headed to another 
swarm in Manhattan later 
in the afternoon.

Planakis, a western 
Queens resident who is on 
call 24/7, said he has been 
called out on about one job 
per day since the start of 
the season in April.

“I’m on alert come 
April. Because of the cold 
weather we had this year, 
I knew that it was going to 
be pushed back,” he said of 
the late start to the warm 
weather. The season then 
lasts through mid-summer. 
“Up until the middle of July 
I’m going to be getting spo-
radic swarms,” he said. 

After removing the 
12,000 bees from Bayside 
Sunday afternoon, Plana-
kis, who is known as “Tony 
Bees,” found the swarm a 
new home with a beekeeper 
in Middle Village. 

The insects had gath-
ered on a tree branch and 
then buzzed about Bell Bou-
levard when the removal 
process sent them flying.

Detectives said they 
had been called to the cor-
ner of 41st Avenue and Bell 
Boulevard around 4 p.m., 
and they stood on top of an 
Emergency Service Unit 
truck to reach the 3 pounds’ 
worth of bees, which had 
collected on a tree outside 
41-02 Bell Blvd., where the 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
has its office.

Planakis and ESU De-
tective Frank Schomayer 
tried to carefully cut the 
branch without disrupting 
the insects.

But a small movement 
sent thousands of bees 
downward into the air, 

where they flew around be-
fore many descended on the 
sidewalk underneath the 
police vehicle. No one was 
standing nearby when the 
bees scattered, authorities 
said.

That’s when the de-
tectives had to switch to 
Planakis’ Plan B.

With help from Scho-
mayer and ESU Detective 
Mike Barber, he waited for 
the swarm to calm down 
before suctioning them into 
two cases and a cardboard 
box. The process took more 
than an hour as stunned 
passers-by gawked at the 
procedure and took photos 

with their cell phones.
Once the swarm was 

collected, Planakis planned 
to cut holes in the top of the 
three containers, blast his 
air conditioning and trans-
port them in his SUV.

“It freezes them,” he 
said of the cool air. “They 
cluster all tight together.”

Planakis believes the 
swarm contained two types 
of bees: Italian and Carnio-
lan bees.

The NYPD’s bee spe-
cialist said once he gathers 
a swarm he texts between 
five and seven beekeep-
ers to see who is in need of 
more insects.

“Whoever calls me 
back first, that’s who gets 
them,” he said.

He tries to ensure 
he catches as many loose 
bees as possible when he is 
working.

“If they don’t make it 
back to the mother hive, 
they wind up dying,” he 
said.

The city Department of Environmental Protection is look-
ing at a number of solutions to clean up Flushing Creek. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Detective Tony Planakis, known as Tony Bees, suctions the insects from underneath the NYPD vehi-
cle. Photo by Christina Santucci 

City to tackle sludge 
in Flushing Creek

Cops called to capture swarm
More than 10,000 bees taken from tree outside Bayside Times offi ce

Bees buzz about above the snapped branch, which is resting on 
the Emergency Service Unit truck. Photo by Christina Santucci 

Continued on Page 58
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
has launched an initiative 
aimed at restoring the Pe-
ter F. Vallone Academic 
Scholarship in honor of his 
father that was cut from the 
Council’s funding in 2011.

The merit-based pro-
gram was established in 
1998 and each year gave tens 
of thousands of city high 
school graduates scholar-
ship money to continue 
their education, regardless 
of ethnicity or immigra-
tion status, so long as they 
maintained a B average.

The $6 million pro-
gram was cut by former 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn prior to the start of 
the 2012 fiscal year, many 
believe in retribution after 
former Astoria Council-
man Peter Vallone Jr. ob-
jected to the renaming of 

the Ed Koch Bridge.
After meetings and 

hearings throughout the 
past few weeks, Queens 
lawmakers in the Council 
voted last week to make 
restoring the scholarship 
their top priority.

“There is no better 
time to resurrect the Val-
lone Scholarship Fund,” 
said City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens), who serves as 
chairman of the Queens 
delegation. “It is an effec-
tive program that encour-
ages CUNY students to do 
well in school and rewards 
those who succeed.”

At a hearing held June 
12, several speakers testi-
fied in support of bringing 
back the Vallone Scholar-
ship, including Peter Val-
lone Sr. and five members 
of CUNY’s administrative 
personnel, who all request-
ed that the Council consid-

er restoring funding for the 
initiative.

“Approximately 15,000 
students took advantage of 
the scholarship every year,” 
Peter Vallone Sr. said in his 
testimony, which pointed 

out that “$11 million set 
aside in 1998 with tuition 
then at $3,200 amounted 
to almost one-half the tu-
ition.”

 The senior Vallone, 
who had been speaker of 

the Council, added, “I al-
ways believed that public 
education should be free 
from pre-school through 
college and available to 
all. This scholarship was a 
major fist step in that direc-
tion, and I ask that no mat-
ter by what name you call 
it, please restore it because 
it simply is the right thing 
to do.”

A form submitted by 
Paul Vallone’s office re-
quests $5 million for the 
2015 fiscal year, if the schol-
arship is to be restored, 
and refers to the program 
as “New York City’s Dream 
Act.”

A spokesman for Val-
lone’s Bayside office  said 
that for the time being the 
Council is still attempting 
to restore the scholarship 
under Peter F. Vallone Sr.’s 
name, but there is a possi-
bility it would be changed 
to attribute it to the Council 

as a whole rather than one 
person.

Although Vallone is 
still pushing for it to con-
tinue being named in hon-
or of his father, he said he 
would be fine with a name 
change, if his colleagues in 
Council requested it.

As of this week, the 
councilman’s office was 
waiting to hear how the 
Brooklyn delegation of the 
Council ranked the schol-
arship restoration among 
its priorities, but Vallone 
said he was confident it 
would be placed high up on 
their list as well.

“As support continues 
to grow, we are taking a 
critical first step to bring-
ing back a program that 
will bring financial relief 
to thousands of students 
and parents who struggle 
to afford the ever-rising 
cost of higher education,” 
Paul  Vallone said.

City Councilman Paul Vallone is spearheading an initiative to bring 
back the Peter F. Vallone Academic Scholarship, founded in honor 
of his father. Photo by William Alatriste/NYC Council

Council vows to bring back Peter F. Vallone Scholarship
Queens delegation ranks restoring funding for program as top budget priority for 2015 fi scal year
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
U.S. Rep. Gregory 

Meeks (D-Jamaica) is seek-
ing a ninth term in office, 
but a Queens accountant is 
trying to prevent that from 
happening.

Meeks will face Joseph 
Marthone in the June 24  
Democratic primary for 
the 5th Congressional Dis-
trict that covers southeast 
Queens and parts of Nas-
sau County.

It will mark the second 
time Marthone has chal-
lenged the congressman 
for his seat in the House.. 
In 2012, Meeks won with 
approximately 70 percent 
of the vote in a four-way 
Democratic primary.

Marthone believes he 
can beat Meeks this times 
around. He compared the 
primary race to a modern 
version of the biblical David 
and Goliath, and pointed out 
what happened to U.S. Rep.
R Eric Cantor, the House 
Republican majority lead-
er from Virginia who lost 
his primary this month in 
a stunning surprise to a 
little-known Tea Party can-
didate.

“Meeks has lost touch 
with his district, just 
as Cantor did with his,” 
claimed Marthone. “That 
is why,” the congressional 
candidate added, “the dis-
trict needs new leadership 
to represent them.”

But the congressman 
has a different view, saying 

it is up to voters to decide if 
they want change or not.

“All I can say is that 
the people will make that 
decision,” Meeks said. 
“And I keep on asking for 
their support because it is 
a privilege and a pleasure 
to represent them in Con-
gress.”

But Marthone said that 
challenging the congress-
man “is necessary.” He 
added that voters “always 
welcome the opportunity to 
have a choice when they go 
to the polls.”

The challenger is tell-
ing the electorate that “if 
they don’t like the direction 
things are heading to, they 
deserve better and have 
the opportunity to vote for 
change.”

To make sure his 
name was on the ballot 
June 24, Marthone’s cam-
paign submitted 800 pages 
of signed petitions to the 
city Board of Elections, an 
unusually large number. 
He said Meeks’ campaign 
presented 257 pages with 
signatures.

The Democratic candi-
date claimed Meeks failed 
his constituents in issues 
ranging from education 
and affordable housing to 
health care.

“He is going in the 
wrong direction,” said 
Marthone.

But the congressman 
said he is delighted to work 
“seven days a week, 12 to 13 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

As congressional can-
didates Stephen Labate and 
Grant Lally prepare to face 
off in a Republican prima-
ry next week, each hoping 
to unseat current U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Melville), 
the two challengers have 
each focused their cam-
paigns on similar issues, 
including the Affordable 
Care Act, small business 
and national security.

Labate, a South Ozone 
Park native who now lives 
in Deer Park, L.I., is vying 
with Huntington, L.I. resi-
dent Lally to win a spot on 
the Republican ticket in No-
vember. Lally is also run-
ning on the Conservative 
Party ticket in the June 24 
primary that will decide 
who will face Israel in the 
general election later this 
year.

Both candidates — 
running to represent a dis-
trict that includes parts of 
Nassau and Suffolk coun-
ties along with the Queens 
neighborhoods of Little 
Neck, Douglaston, Bay 
Terrace and Whitestone — 
identified similar issues as 
their top priorities starting 
with repealing Obamacare.

Labate said reversing 
the passage of the “funda-
mentally flawed” legisla-
tion is his main goal and 
he believes if the act were 
to be repealed, some of the 
other issues he sees in his 
district would start to fix 
themselves.

“Obamacare is bring-
ing down the economy 
because businesses can’t 
plan two years out,” La-
bate said. “The majority of 
folks who have it are in it 
because they lost what they 
previously had, because 
of Obamacare. The reality 
is that the worst is yet to 
come because businesses 
don’t know what the future 
holds.”

Lally, who prides 

himself on being the only 
attorney from New York 
to file briefs and appear 
before the U.S. Supreme 
Court in an attempt to take 
down Obamacare before it 
was passed, said he would 
like to see the act repealed 
in favor of a system that 
more closely resembles a 
free-market insurance ex-
change.

“We need to try and 
make the market as effi-
cient as possible to create 
the maximum amount of 
coverage for the greatest 
number of people,” Lally 
said. “The free market is 
the best vehicle to do that 
because people will be in 
a position to competitively 
purchase health insurance 
and have the freedom to say 
‘no’ or to find something 
that best meets the needs of 
their own family.”

By repealing the 
health care legislation, La-
bate said one of his other 
major concerns, the state 
of small business, would, 
in turn, begin to improve 
as a result. He said if he 
were elected to Congress, 
he would focus on lower-
ing taxes and making it 
easier for small businesses 
to thrive.

“I’m a big free market 
guy,” said Labate, who has 

worked as a financial ad-
viser for the past 15 years 
while also serving as an 
active member of the U.S. 
Army Reserve. “We need to 
get out of companies’ ways 
and go back to the princi-
ples of the 1980s, where the 
government wasn’t a big 
part of the problem in our 
economy. We need to lower 
taxes and encourage com-
panies to hire more work-
ers, especially on Long 
Island, where the middle 
class is basically extinct 
right now.”

Lally also described 
himself as being “pro-
small business” and said he 
believes in the principles 
of small government with 
lower taxes and fewer regu-
lations on businesses.

“I’m very much a free 
market conservative and 
I’ve represented hundreds 
of businesses and seen the 
gauntlet they have to go 
through to survive, and it’s 
given me an appreciation 
for the improvements we 
need to make in our econ-
omy,” Lally said. “We live 
in a very competitive world 
and we must take that into 
account if we want to grow 
and prosper and be the cen-
ter of the economic world. 
We have to be competitive.”

Both candidates also 

agreed that immigration 
was a top concern, though 
the two men had differing 
views on how to address 
the issue.

Labate argues that se-
curing the nation’s borders 
should come first, and com-
ing up with a solution as to 
how to deal with the illegal 
immigrants will then be 
the next priority.

“It’s without reason 
that we have hundreds of 
thousands of illegal, un-
documented aliens coming 
into this country, and we 
just can’t absorb that many 
people,” said Labate. “We’re 
the only country on the face 
of the earth that has a total-
ly open border and we need 
to secure it. It’s very much 
a national security issue 
because we need to know 
who’s in this country right 
now.”

Lally said he favors 
what is known as a “blue 
card” system in which ille-
gal residents already in the 
country have the chance to 
be offered an indefinitely 
renewable work and resi-
dency visa that would allow 
them to stay in the United 
States but not be given citi-
zenship ahead of the people 
who have applied legally 
and waited for approval.

Congressional candidates Stephen Labate (l.) and Grant Lally (r.) will face each other in a June 24 pri-
mary.

U.S. Gregory Meeks (l.), and congressional candidate Joseph 
Marthone.

GOPers ready for primary
Labate, Lally lock horns in June 24 race to face Dems’ Steve Israel

Marthone challenges 
Meeks in SE Queens

Congressional Contests 2014Congressional Contests 2014

Continued on Page 58
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
scored a number of teach-
ers’ union endorsements 
last week in her re-elec-
tion bid.

The United Federa-
tion of Teachers, New York 
State United Teachers and 
the Professional Staff Con-
gress endorsed the seven-
term senator and former 
teacher Friday afternoon.

“As a former pub-
lic school teacher, Toby 
Stavisky understands and 

respects the vital work our 
members do every day on 
behalf of all New Yorkers,” 
NYSUT President Karen 
Magee said at Stavisky’s 

campaign headquarters. 
“Her legislative service is 
distinguished by strong 
support for public schools, 
higher education and la-
bor — a stellar record that 
earned her an early and 
enthusiastic endorsement 
by NYSUT.”

NYSUT is an umbrella 
organization for UFT and 
the Professional Staff Con-
gress, which represents 
more than 140,000 teachers 
in New York City.

“As a former high 
school teacher who has 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Jeffrey Kurzon has 
couched his bid to swipe 
the Democratic Party’s 
backing from U.S. Rep. Ny-
dia Velazquez (D-Brooklyn) 
in the June 24 primary by 
portraying the incumbent 
as an eager beneficiary of 
PACs bankrolled by firms 
in the financial sector.

But Kurzon, a Brook-
lyn attorney, has also ben-
efited from such support. 

Donations from those 
in the financial industry 
and lawyers who represent 
them crept into the Kurzon 
campaign coffers as he eyed 
the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict, which stretches from 
Sunset Park in Brooklyn 
through the southeastern 
tip of Manhattan and over 
to Maspeth, Woodhaven 
and Ridgewood..

Of the $615,190 Ve-
lazquez had reported rais-
ing to the Federal Elec-
tion Commission through 

Wednesday, $288,250, or 47 
percent, comes from PACs 
and other candidates’ cam-
paign committees.

A TimesLedger News-
papers analysis of the PACs’ 
participants shows close to 
10 percent of the congress-
woman’s war chest came 
from organizations spear-
headed by banks, credit 
unions and insurance-
related financing institu-
tions. 

PACS are able to sur-
pass contribution limits 
imposed on individuals 
by pooling together their 
money and donating it to 
campaigns to support or 
oppose political candidates 
and legislation. Some such 
organizations are admin-
istered by corporations, 
labor unions and trade as-
sociations and can only so-
licit funds from members of 
the sponsoring group. 

Velazquez, a Red Hook 
resident who is the ranking 
member of the House Small 

Business Committee and 
senior member of the Fi-
nancial Services Commit-
tee, did not respond to re-
quests for comment on her 
finances or campaign.

A review of the $88,357 
Kurzon’s reported fund-
raising to the FEC showed  
23 percent of the itemized 
contributions his campaign 
collected came from people 

who described themselves 
as employed in the finan-
cial industry or lawyers 
whose LinkedIn accounts 
or company websites noted 
their work entailed repre-
senting clients in the finan-
cial sector.

The FEC does not re-
quire candidates to item-
ize or include details about 
contributors for donations 

of $200 or less.
One of Kurzon’s con-

tributors summarized his 
legal career by noting that 
he had successfully sought 
the dismissal of complaints 
against a private equity 
fund and shepherded finan-
cial institutions through 
investigations by the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission, U.S. Depart-

ment of Justice and New 
York attorney general’s of-
fice.

Kurzon said he used to 
work at Sidley Austin LLP, 
a global law firm offering 
an array of legal services, 
and that many friends he 
met at the firm had con-
tributed to his campaign. 
He contended that accept-
ing money from individual 
bankers or financial law-
yers was not comparable to 
taking those from their in-
dustries’ PACs, saying the 
average bank employee had 
most New Yorkers’ interest 
in mind.

“The incumbent’s job 
as someone on the House Fi-
nancial Services Commit-
tee is to regulate the banks, 
and that’s a direct conflict 
of interest,” he said, noting 
that he was troubled by the 
number of bank employees 
he called soliciting dona-
tions who said they needed 
to speak with their com-

John Liu formally 
launched his fund-raising 
bid Tuesday night in his 
campaign to unseat state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side).

The former city comp-
troller held a fund-raiser 
at Vivaldi Restorante in 
Bayside with 13 Democrat-
ic senators.

Liu’s campaign chest 
had more than $112,000 
left in it at the end of his 
failed mayoral campaign.

Avella, who has not of-
ficially started campaign-
ing yet, had $2,775 left in 
his campaign account at 
the last filing. The two-
term incumbent has said 
he will raise more than 
$100,000 to take on Liu.

The former comptrol-
ler added another endorse-
ment this week as the 
Council of School Supervi-
sors and Administrators 
decided to throw its weight 

behind him.
Liu also won the en-

dorsement of the Working 
Families Party last week.

— Alex Robinson

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (r.) 
racks up union endorsements 
in her campaign against chal-
lenger S.J. Jung.

Brooklyn attorney Jeffrey Kurzon and U.S. Rep. Nydia Velazquez seek to win the Democratic Party’s 
backing in the June 24 primary. Photos courtesy candidates’ websites

Stavisky wins support 
from  teacher’s union

Liu kicks off fund-raising

PACs play role in Velazquez’s primary
Congresswoman’s opponent knocks her for taking fi nancial fi rms’ cash, but benefi ts from it himself

Congressional ContestsCongressional Contests 2014 2014

John Liu, who is running for state Senate against Tony Avella, is 
hugged by his mother, Jamy, as his father, Joseph, looks on. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 58
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
City Department of Ed-

ucation officials criticized a 
proposed bill last week that 
would require schools with 
disabled and elementary 
students to install alarms 
on their doors.

The bill, known as 
“Avonte’s Law,” was intro-
duced to the City Council 
in the wake of the death of 
Avonte Oquendo, a 14-year-
old autistic boy who disap-
peared from his Long Island 
City school in October.

“For a large and di-
verse school system such 
as ours, there is no one-
size-fits-all response that 
will prevent a student from 
leaving a school build-
ing without permission,” 
Deputy Schools Chancellor 
Kathleen Grimm said at a 
hearing held by the Coun-
cil’s Committee on Educa-
tion for the bill last week.

Grimm listed a num-
ber of safety procedures 
the DOE has in place and 
explained the agency had 
conducted a comprehen-
sive review of its emergen-
cy protocols since Avonte’s 
disappearance. She said 
door alarms may be a via-
ble option for some schools, 
but not all.

“No single device can 
replace the human ele-
ment,” she said.

Installing door alarms 
at all schools that have 
young and disabled stu-

dents could cost as much as 
$9 million, officials said.

Grimm said the DOE 
should have the discretion 
to choose which schools 
are equipped with door 
alarms.

Councilman Robert 
Cornegy (D-Brooklyn), who 
introduced the bill, said the 
DOE’s plan of action and 
protocols have not been 
enough to ensure the safety 
of young and disabled stu-
dents since eight children 
have walked off school 
properties since Avonte 
vanished.

“What I’m asking 
for here is a safety net to 
protect all children in the 
building by alerting the re-
sponsible adults of an emer-
gency,” he said.

The DOE has come 
under fire for Avonte’s dis-
appearance since the boy’s 
remains were found on the 
College Point shore in Jan-
uary. Avonte’s mother, Van-
essa Fontaine, has filed a 
$25 million wrongful death 
claim against the city and 
DOE, for failing to prevent 
his disappearance.

Video footage showed 
Avonte darting down a 
stairwell, through the 
school’s halls and past a 
security guard, before run-
ning out an open door.

A recent report by the 
special commissioner of 
investigation for the city’s 
schools revealed Avonte’s 
teacher at the Riverview 

School, at 1-50 51st Ave., 
had been alerted that the 
boy was a runner but failed 
to share that information 
with the school’s adminis-
tration.

The day after Avonte’s 
funeral, U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) intro-
duced legislation that 
would expand funding for 
GPS trackers for children 
with autism.

A package of bills de-
signed to protect autistic 
children has also been in-
troduced to the Council 
in addition to Cornegy’s 
legislation. This includes 
a bill which would expand 
Schumer’s legislation to 
include funding for GPS 
trackers for students with 
all disabilities. Now that 
Cornegy’s bill has passed 
through committee and 
faced a hearing, it can be 
brought before the Council 
for a vote.

Avonte’s grandmother, 
Doris McCoy, attended the 
hearing to support Corne-
gy’s bill and push for addi-
tional safety measures. She 
suggested disabled chil-
dren be required to wear 
badges while at school so 
that school employees will 
be able to immediately rec-
ognize children with spe-
cial needs.

“Cameras and alarms 
should be on at all times 
during school hours,” she 
said.

U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer introduced legislation in January to fund GPS trackers for people with au-
tism.

DOE comes out against 
Avonte’s Law at hearing

German   Lessons

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org

or call:

212 787 7543
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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Has your homeowner claim been denied? 
WE CAN HELP.

CALL NOW TO FILE A CLAIM!
516.218.3999

W W W . A N M C L A I M S . C O M

ALLOW EXPERIENCED CLAIMS ADJUSTERS TO RECOUP WHAT YOU ARE ENTITLED TO!
We pledge to protect you from insurance companies 

who want to avoid paying all the money you are owed.

ANM Claims offers complete insurance claim 

processing, comprehensive forensic examinations, 

construction/emergency repairs, and evaluation of 

insurance coverage.

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, co dence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS
K-12 

 
 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
  

EXAM PREP

SAVE $100**
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

.

GLENDALE — Police announced Tuesday afternoon 
they had caught a suspected narcotics dealer who had 
injured a detective while breaking away from officers in 
Glendale Monday evening, the NYPD said.

The 104th Precinct said Bryan McMenamin, of Glen-
dale, was apprehended in Manhattan. Police said charges 
were pending.

The NYPD spent hours scouring for McMenamin after 
he eluded officers who were trying to arrest him on charges 
of selling narcotics, police said.

He allegedly struck a detective with a car near Cooper 
Avenue and 59th Street in Glendale at 7 p.m. and took off.

The detective’s right leg was injured, but he was in 
stable condition, according to the NYPD.

Police said the car was found near Myrtle Avenue and 
Decatur Street.

BAYSIDE  — A 91-year-old woman died after 
her sedan drove onto a Bayside road divider and 
struck a light pole Friday afternoon, police said.

Oakland Gardens resident Ethel Zaremba 
had been driving southbound on Francis Lewis 
Boulevard near 48th Avenue when her 1992 Toyo-
ta Camry veered left, mounted a median and hit a 
light post, according to the NYPD.

Zaremba was taken to New York Hospital 
Queens, where she was pronounced dead, authori-
ties said.

Police said there were no other vehicles in-
volved in the fatal accident.

Blotter

ELMHURST — A 32-year-old 
Westchester County man was convicted 
this week in the 2012 kidnapping and rob-
bery of a Woodside car dealer, Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown said.

The DA’s office said Omar Hutchin-
son, of Mount Vernon, N.Y., was convicted 
Monday on charges of kidnapping, unlaw-
ful imprisonment, attempted grand larce-
ny and robbery.

The conviction stems from a February 
2012 incident in which Hutchinson and an-
other suspect, who has not been identified, 
robbed a 33-year-old man at gunpoint after 

he parked his car in a garage underneath 
his apartment building in Elmhurst, the 
DA said.

The two suspects took the victim’s 
wallet, cellphone and watch before they 
bound and gagged the man, according to 
the DA’s office.

Hutchinson and his accomplice then 
took the victim to a nearby bank and gro-
cery store in search of more cash before 
eventually taking off in his Jaguar, the 
DA’s office said.

Hutchinson faces up to 25 years in 
prison, according to the DA.
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BY BILL PARRY

More than a thousand 
protesters rallied in front 
of the Pan American Ho-
tel Tuesday, calling on the 
city to reconsider housing 
homeless families in their 
community.

The city Department of 
Homeless Services moved 
21 families into the shelter 
run by Samaritan Village 
June 6 without giving prop-
er notice, according to City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights).

At the start of the rally 
Tuesday, Dromm said the 
number of families had ris-
en to 41, including several 
dozen children.

“We already have 
our fair share of shelters,” 
Dromm said. “Metro Motel 
is just two blocks away and 
it has not been run in exem-
plary fashion.”

He warned that the sit-
uation would strain the re-
sources of the community, 
especially the already over-
crowded schools, while put-
ting pressure on Elmhurst 
Hospital Center, one of the 
busiest in the city.

Dromm said the au-
thorities had been less than 
forthcoming.

“Samaritan Village 
said this hotel was not un-
der consideration — we feel 
we were lied to,” he said. 
“They’re telling us that 
there will be no single men 
here, just families, and that 
there will be no more shel-
ters, but they’ve lied to us 

before.”
“Samaritan Village is 

committed to working with 
the local elected officials 
and the community to en-
sure we are a good neigh-
bor,” was the only state-
ment issued by Samaritan 
Village.

There were so many 
protesters that the NYPD 
had to close off the service 
road to Queens Boulevard 
for more than an hour dur-
ing the evening rush hour.

Roe Daraio, president 
of the Comet Civic Asso-
ciation, organized the rally 
and was not surprised by 
the turnout.

“I was actually hoping 
for an even bigger crowd, 
but then I always shoot for 
the moon,” she said.

A member of COMET, 
which stands for Com-
munities of Maspeth and 
Elmhurst Together, named 
Linda said, “These people 
are coming from Middle 
Village, Rego Park, Corona, 
Ridgewood, even Glendale 
is here.”

Retired NYPD Capt. 
Joe Concannon made the 
trip from Whitestone to 
make his voice heard.

“I used to patrol these 
streets for six years and 
what you have here is the 
city of New York taking 
a problem and making it 
worse,” he said.

Concannon, who was 
a Reform Party candidate 
for Council against Coun-
cilman Mark Weprin (D-

BY JUAN SOTO
 
An Elmhurst teenager 

is asking the federal author-
ities to release her father, 
who is facing deportation, 
from a detention center in 
Hudson County, N.J.

The teen, Noora Fer-
doucy, holding a sign that 
read “I want my dad back,” 
said the Bangladeshi fam-
ily “cannot move forward 
without my father.”

She hopes the U.S. 
government will grant her 
father, Wadud Mohammed, 
54, a humanitarian parole 
so the family can be re-
united.

Mohammed has lived 
in the United States since 
1994, but was detained in 
January because of an ex-
clusion order from 1995, 
said Naresh Gehi, the fam-
ily’s attorney.

Mohammed’s wife and 
daughter are U.S. citizens.

“If he gets deported, he 
won’t be coming back to the 
U.S.,” the lawyer said. “The 
family won’t see him here 
ever again.”

He hopes the govern-
ment “takes a humanitar-
ian approach in this case. I 
would like to see this fam-
ily united.”

Gehi pointed out that 
the family and the commu-
nity have reached out to U.S. 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand’s 
(D-N.Y.) office requesting 
her support. “The senator 
is helping the family out, 
and we deeply appreciated 
it,” the lawyer said.

Gehi said the authori-
ties “have the power to 
grant a stay of removal 
and allow the family to be 
united.”

The Jackson Heights 
Jewish Center held a gath-
ering Monday to support 
the family.

“We are pleading for 
mercy for Mohammed, and 
for his daughter and wife,” 
said Mohammad Rashid, 
an immigrants rights activ-
ist from Jackson Heights. 
“Why should we punish the 
daughter and the wife and 
destroy this American fam-
ily?”

Rashid added that the 
family has received the 
support of U.S. Rep. Grace 

Meng (D-Flushing).
“She has expressed 

concern about this family,” 
Rashid said.

Ferdoucy, a seventh-
grade student, said that 
since her father was taken 
into custody, she cannot 
concentrate on her school-
work.

“I don’t want to go to 
school anymore,” the teen 
said. “I think all the time 
about my father, and how 
he always helped me with 
my homework.”

She asked President 
Barack Obama at a news 
conference held at the Jew-
ish Center  “to show mercy 
and send my dad back 
home.”

Ferdoucy said her fa-
ther had a small business 
and paid his taxes since ar-
riving in the United States.

“Forgive my dad,” im-
plored Ferdoucy. “Each day 
is a very difficult day for us 
without him.”

Mohammed’s wife, 
Ferdoucy Akhter, said that 
ever since the arrest of her 
husband back in January “I 
have been suffering.” She 
hopes the authorities take a 
close look at her husband’s 
case “so he can be with his 
family.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Lawyer Naresh Gehi with Ferdoucy Akhter (l.) and Noora Ferdoucy (r.), and Jackson Heights commu-
nity activists, gather at a rally to support Wadud Mohammed. Photo by Juan Soto

Councilman Daniel Dromm needs an interpreter to deliv-
er his message to a largely Asian crowd of protesters.. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Teen: Don’t deport my dad
Elmhurst family asks humanitarian parole for Bangladeshi national  

Pan Am homeless
spark loud protests

panies’ compliance team 
and never got back to him. 
“Banks are collectively us-
ing their financial might to 
pursue a political agenda 
and then telling their em-
ployees who they can and 
cannot contribute to.”

Kurzon’s campaign 
filings show he has spent 

$86,834 ahead of the prima-
ry, mostly on consultants 
and rent. His team has 
paid to advertise Kurzon 
on social media platforms 
like Facebook and Twitter, 
spent $1,000 sponsoring an 
Organizing New York con-
ference and laid out $1,850 
for a broker fee.

Velazquez appears 
to have invested signifi-
cantly less in publicizing 
the primary. Her campaign 
directed about $230,550, or 
42 percent, of the $554,671 

it reported spending to the 
FEC to other political orga-
nizations.

The Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Com-
mittee benefited most from 
this, receiving $197,500. Her 
committee also transferred 
$6,000 to the state Working 
Families Party committee, 
$1,000 to the Democratic 
Organization of Queens, 
$2,300 to City Councilman 
Antonio Reynoso’s (D-
Brooklyn) campaign and 
$1,000 to the Ridgewood 

Democratic Club.
She did dip into her 

operating expenses to pay 
$5,000 to sponsor an event 
held by the National Puer-
to Rican Day Parade, rent 
space for a fund-raising 
event from the National 
Association of Realtors for 
$300 and book a room for 
$863 in a Puerto Rico hotel, 
FEC records show.

“To spend corporate 
campaign cash on luxury 
hotels in Puerto Rico seems 
out of touch,” Kurzon said.

Continued from Page 5 

Congress

Continued on Page 58
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

The Queens Botani-
cal Garden will bring the 
Festival de las Flores to life 
Sunday while celebrating 
the Summer Solstice..

The Festival of the 
Flowers is a traditional Co-
lombian celebration now in 
its fifth year in New York 
City.

“We’re delighted to 
have the festival here and 
we want everyone to come 
and see what they have cre-
ated with the flowers, enjoy 
the garden, hear some great 
music and learn a little bit 
more about Colombian cul-
ture,” said Darcy Hector, 
director of marketing and 
development at the  garden.

The celebration com-
memorates the time when 
the silletero (porter who 
carries sedan chairs) slaves 
in Colombia had to carry 
men, women and other car-
go on their backs up steep 
hills.

When slavery ended, 
they carried flowers in-
stead to celebrate the free-
dom and beauty. Today, 
people mark the history 
with elaborate floral dis-
plays (silletos) and festive 
performances.

At the festival there 
will be a couple of silletos 
and a floral tapestry on dis-
play in the garden as well.

During the celebration 
there will be craft and food 
vendors, Spanish folklore 
tales, bilingual story time, 
old-fashioned children’s 
games, crafts and activities, 

a petting zoo and more.
There will also be mu-

sical performances from 
Grupo Rebolu and Boca. 
“Grupo Rebolu” in Span-
ish means “crazy party,” 
which is like the sound of 
their music. They are a Co-
lombian singing band that 
has a danceable sound. The 
entire group has a Colombi-
an background and is on its 
second CD, “Next Stop.”

The band was formed 
by percussionist Maurice 
Cañate and singer Ron-
ald Polo, who have always 
wanted to create a group 
and were finally able to do 
it when they came to the 
United States.

The other band, Boca, 
got its start when band 
members Jacquelyn Acos-
ta, Vitally Stolyarchuk, 
Adam Bauch and Wilson 

Riano met at Queensbor-
ough Community College.

The band is indie/jazz/
Latin fusion and they are 
coming out with their first 
EP at the end of the week 
with their first full album 
by the end of the summer.

“We’re all from differ-
ent backgrounds. I came 
from R&B/soul, he [Stol-
yarchuk] came from indie 
and Adam came from a jazz 
background,” Acosta said.

Rebolu will be per-
forming first at 2 p.m. and 
Boca will follow right after.

“The best thing about 
the Festival de las Flores 
[is that it] brings in Colom-
bian culture, but it also is 
a symbol and a sign of the 
borough of Queens,” said 
Borough President Me-
linda Katz. “The borough 

Participants of the festival pose with a floral display, known as a 
silleto. Photo by Gabrielle Prusak 

Queens Botanical Garden to host 
its inaugural Festival de las Flores

*   360 monthly payments of $4.63 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual Percentage 
Rate) and monthly payment term apply when you are financing up to 80% of the 
purchase price with 2 points. If you are financing more than 80%, the APR and monthly 
payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private Mortgage Insurance). Rates in effect as 
of 06/18/2014. Rates and terms may change without notice. MCU finances 1-4 family 
homes, Condos and Co-Ops located in New York and New Jersey. Loans and interest 
rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required. 

**  Available to well qualified members applying for eligible transaction types. Closing 
costs paid by Municipal Credit Union (“MCU”) will be applied to MCU’s  application 
fee, commitment fee and attorney fee. (The application fee is collected at 
application and will be rebated if and when loan closes.) For further details, 
call us today at 212-238-3521.

Apply for an MCU Mortgage today!

212-238-3521 | nymcu.org/mortgages

Home
Sweet Home

J U S T  G O T  A  L I T T L E  S W E E T E R

3 0  Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E

3.955%3.750%
APR*Rate

Save up to $1,500 on closing fees**

SUCCESS ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOLS — NYC
is applying to open new public charter schools in Brooklyn.

When: August 2016

Where: Community School Districts 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 22, and 23

Grades: K and 1st grade for the opening school year and serving K-12th grade at full scale

(pre-K, middle school, and high school grades subject to government approval)

Success Academy has a proven record of excellence, with our scholars 
consistently scoring in the top 7% of public schools in New York State
for reading, science, and math.*

To learn more about Success Academy’s proposed new schools,
please visit: SuccessAcademies.org/NewSchools

We encourage your input:
NewSchools@SuccessAcademies.org

* For source information: SuccessAcademies.org/results

Continued on Page 58
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Five Towns College Information Session 

Are you interested in Music, Media, 
 Education or the Performing Arts?

Wednesday, June 25
Panera Bread 

Bay Terrace Shopping Center
 23-58 Bell Boulevard

  Bayside, NY 11360     
   6:00  –  8:00 pm  

    Complimentary Food

Five Towns College invites new and transfer students to our Information Session 
Wednesday, June 25. Admission Representatives will be available to share 
information about our exciting degree programs, scholarship 
opportunities and rewarding internships.  
It�s not too late to apply for the Fall semester!
Application fee will be waived
for those who attend.

Five Towns College
631.656.2110      305 N. Service Road  Dix Hills,  Long Island NY 11746       www.ftc.edu

• AUDIO RECORDING TECHNOLOGY • BROADCASTING • BUSINESS • CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION • FILM/VIDEO • JOURNALISM • MASS COMMUNICATION • MUSIC 
BUSINESS• MUSIC EDUCATION  • MUSIC PERFORMANCE  • THEATRE ARTS

nycschoolsnycschools
Text “prek” or “escuela”to 877 877 for alerts and info. Message and data rates may apply.   

Reply STOP to opt-out.  Terms and Privacy: help.mcommons.com/s/877877. 

Opportunity 
Starts Now™High-quality pre-k sparks a lifetime of  

learning for kindergarten and beyond.

Apply for FREE 
pre-k by the  
priority deadline 
of June 26:

� Call 311
� Visit nyc.gov/prek
�  Text “prek” to 877 877

Children turning four years  old in 2014 who live in New York City are eligible for 

FREE   at high-quality Community-Based Early Childhood Centers 

through the Department of Education.

What is a Community-Based Early Childhood Center (CBECC)?
Community-Based Early Childhood Centers, or CBECCs, include many daycare 
centers, private schools, preschools, libraries, and some museums. CBECCs 
are located across the City,  and have been screened and approved by the 
Department of Education for safety, security, and quality.

They’re ready to learn

#OpportunityStartsNow
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Pols should come to agreement on library

W
e have been read-
ing and hearing 
about various 
reports and al-

legations concerning the 
Queens Public Library 
system leadership over the 
past several months.

Some of these asser-
tions are quite serious and 
shocking. Although no one 
has been brought up on for-
mal charges at this point, it 
seems apparent to me and 
others that more transpar-
ency and accountability is 
needed at this agency.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) is sponsoring 
legislation that will do just 
that (S.7015). He has incor-
porated the ideas of Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz as well as additional 
proposals of his own to en-
sure that the system will 
not come under a cloud of 
suspicion again in the fu-
ture.

His legislation will 
also apply to the Brooklyn 
and New York public li-
brary systems.

I have read that Sen. 

Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) and state Assemblyman 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-Corona) 
have proposed legislation 
as well regarding the sys-
tem.

Apparently, their leg-
islation does not go as far 
as it should in mandating 
change and reform in our 
library system as Avella’s 
proposal does.

With little time left to 
this legislative session, it is 
necessary for all involved 
to come to an agreement 
that should include open-

ing up the library system’s 
financial books for an audit 
by city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer.

The agreement should 
also put in place other 
measures of oversight and 
transparency regarding the 
library’s board of trustees 
and the CEO who oversees 
this agency’s operations.

Henry Euler
Bayside

FREEZE THE RENTS
The Rent Guidelines Board may make history next 

week when it could impose the first rent freeze in the city’s 
history under the mayor’s prodding for more affordable 
housing.

At stake are nearly 1 million rent-regulated apart-
ments across the city and 144,000 stabilized Queens units. 
As these apartments become deregulated, the middle class 
faces a shortage of affordable places to live while low-in-
come working families are often forced to choose between 
food on the table and paying the landlord.

The statistics are sobering. Mayor de Blasio’s recent 
report on housing in New York found that the city had lost 
more than 152,000 rent-stabilized apartments between 1994 
and 2012 as rents on remaining units marched upward.

City Comptroller Scott Stringer told a hearing by the 
rent board this week that 86 percent of the tenants who live 
in rent-regulated units in the city earn less than $100,000 
a year. He also pointed out that the average stabilized rent 
shot up by more than 43 percent from 2002-11.

Despite the jawing in some quarters — often by people 
who haven’t been lucky enough to snag one of these urban 
treasures — that rent regulation distorts the market, the 
reality is we are in dire need of affordable housing to re-
tain the workforce that makes the city run.

There is a good argument to be made that lifting all 
regulations would allow rents to settle at a more equitable 
level across the board, but market rates probably would 
still be out of reach for far too many New Yorkers.

The foreign money pouring into the glitzy new condos 
in Manhattan underscores the tale of two cities hizzoner 
has described. Closer to home, Long Island City is luring 
some well-heeled buyers for its condos.

Where does the third-generation family of four in 
Queens fit into this picture or the immigrant family who 
has six members living in a one-bedroom?

Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito testified be-
fore the board that rent stabilization plays a critical role in 
maintaining racial and economic diversity in the city.

“Over 60 percent of rent-stabilized tenants are people 
of color and their median income is almost a third lower 
than tenants in market-rate apartments,” she said.

The mayor has appointed six of the nine members of 
the rent board, which votes Monday on a 0 to 3 percent in-
crease for a one-year lease and between 0.5 and 4.5 percent 
for a two-year lease.

We urge them to do the right thing and give renters a 
reprieve. We back Stringer and Mark-Viverito in calling 
for a freeze.
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Boro needs relief from planes

W
hat was U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.) thinking? 
Residents of Bay-

side, Little Neck, Douglas-
ton and Auburndale have 
for two years been living 
under the terrible noise 
of the new take-off route 
out of LaGuardia Airport 
called the tnnis climb.

Planes fly low and often 
create noise that precludes 
outdoor conversations and 
even open windows. More-
over, the expectation is that 
our homes will lose value 
permanently, unless we 
get relief. A writer in this 
newspaper, quoting a real 
estate journal, recently es-
timated the loss of property 
value at between 15 percent 
and 30 percent, adding to 
tens of billions of dollars.

After all, who will 
want to buy an expensive 
house under a noisy take-
off route? We all came 
here looking for a quality, 
quiet community. How did 

this happen? On Feb. 6, 
2012, Congress enacted the 
Republican-sponsored, so-
called FAA Modernization 
and Reform Act.

It did so with Schum-
er’s support and vote. All 
of our local Congress mem-
bers and Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand (D-N.Y.) voted against 
the bill, as did the majority 
of Democrats in Congress. 
That act authorized appro-
priations for the Federal 
Aviations Administration 
in the usual manner.

But it also exempted 
new area navigation and 
navigation procedures  — 
collectively: NextGen — 
from environmental review 
pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act, 
as had been done in the 
past. FAAMRA states that 
in the sole determination of 
the FAA administrator, any 
efficiency in aircraft opera-
tions “shall be presumed to 
have no significant affect 
[sic] on the quality of the 

human environment.”
This is so despite the 

fact that, in many cases, 
the new procedures have 
affected numerous commu-
nities like ours that have 
never before been over-
flown or never overflown 
in the same quantity and at 
such low altitudes. Newly 
affected populations, like 
us, were thereby deprived 
of an avenue of redress in 
the courts through NEPA, 
on which they have come to 
depend for generations.

As I understand, the 
FAA will need a new reau-
thorization in 2015 so it can 
continue to operate. That 
legislation may be our last 
chance to amend the act so 
as to give our communities 
the relief we need.

Schumer can help 
make that happen. We need 
to hear from him.

Melvyn Meer
Bayside

Support smoke-free housing

O
n June 9, Communi-
ty Board 7 passed a 
resolution that orig-
inated in the CB 7 

Health Committee that en-
couraged owners and land-
lords of new, multi-family 
housing to create smoke-
free housing units and to 
establish a smoke-free en-
vironment in the develop-
ments wherever possible.

This resolution is not 
a statement suggesting that 
people who smoke cannot 
live in these new apart-
ments, but similar to other 
existing restrictions where 
the indoor air is shared 
with others, where smok-
ing is not acceptable in 

those premises.
I proposed this resolu-

tion to the committee after 
CB 2 in Staten Island took a 
similar step several months 
ago. I commend those who 
supported the resolution 
at the full board meeting 
and to those who thought 
the resolution did not go far 
enough in making the pub-
lic health statement that 
every city resident has the 
right to breathe smoke-free 
air where they reside.

Smoke-free multiple 
housing is the way of the fu-
ture and is becoming com-
monplace in other parts of 
the country. This transi-
tion is occurring because 

of the recognition that non-
smokers are involuntarily 
exposed to secondhand 
smoke, a recognized Class 
A carcinogen responsible 
for nearly 50,000 annual 
deaths.

I encourage other 
residents in New York 
City apartments to speak 
to their landlords, com-
munity boards and elected 
officials and let them know 
you have a right to breathe 
smoke-free air where you 
reside.

Phil Konigsberg
Bay Terrace

Let veterans use Fort Totten
I

n a recent issue, letters 
probed the Community 
Board 7 and Willets 
Point giveaway to big 

business. Of course, CB 7 
heads are getting some-
thing out of the Willets 
Point deal, as they got from 
the Fort Totten gift to the 
FDNY, and as the Bay Ter-
race Mall permits on size.

They even disre-
gard term limits and the 
ringleaders have been in 
control for 20 years. You 
want proof? Look at Main 

Street-Flushing: Every 
inch is filled with hotels 
and 20-story, million-dollar 
apartments instead of pub-
lic housing for the lower-
middle class and veterans.

Someday sit and watch 
what goes in and out of Fort 
Totten. It is not U.S. Army 
veterans. The homeless 
veterans should be living 
at abandoned Fort Totten, 
which should not be a ha-
ven for a firefighter school 
and or fireboat storage cen-
ter.

How can an Army base 
not be used by our veterans 
but become a giant fire-
fighter resort with a pool 
and recreation center? We 
see what goes on in and out 
of the Army base and it is 
not Army veterans.

Something is rotten 
in the state of Denmark, 
which has seven letters. A 
clue?

Sy and Sheila Rosenthall
Clearview Gardens

City must fi x light on 200th St.

T
he street light in 
front of my home on 
200th Street has been 
out since February. I 

called 311 at the time prior 
to my departure for the 
winter and was told that it 
had already been reported.

When I returned May 
16, the light was still out. 
Another call to 311 directed 
me to call Con Ed with a 
work order number I had 
been provided as well as 
something called a stop tag 

number.
I have made several 

more attempts to have this 
safety hazard corrected, 
the latest being June 14.

It is like reinventing 
the wheel each time, with 
a courteous voice on the 
other end asking the same 
details regarding the loca-
tion of the light, the cross 
streets, etc.

This may not be the 
proper forum in reaching 
you to help my neighbors 

and myself in getting the 
light restored, but short of 
contacting City Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) or state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
I am reaching out to you for 
suggestions on how to get 
this issue resolved.

It is taking surrealisti-
cally long for a resolution to 
come to pass.

Kenn Agata
Bayside

Don’t blame Obama for Iraq mess

W
hat is occurring in 
Iraq today could 
have been and was 
foretold prior to 

and at the beginning of the 
American invasion.

Not only were the rea-
sons used to justify the 
invasion flawed, but the 
understanding of the na-
ture of the sectarian and 
tribal divides, which are 
centuries old, are not going 
to vanish simply by having 
the U.S. wish them away.

Disbanding Iraq’s 
army and police by the 
Bush administration was 
foolish, as it removed a 

stabilizing force. The fired 
and enraged troops, many 
who held membership in 
the Baath Party simply to 
guarantee employment, be-
came the basis of the fight-
ers who are conquering 
Iraq today.

Fallujah particularly 
took American lives and 
was the scene of carnage. 
Mosul required the blood 
of our troops. The war took 
our young and pillaged our 
economy with the current 
events recalling the last he-
licopter leaving Vietnam.

What is occurring is 
the division of Iraq, and it 

will not be stopped by any 
power the West has, includ-
ing bombing. It is strange 
that the vice president, 
when he was a U.S. sena-
tor, proposed dividing Iraq 
into three self-governing 
regions: Sunni, Shia and 
Kurd.

Regardless of the voic-
es on the right who believe 
the world must bend to 
American military might, 
the people of Iraq appear to 
be deciding their future.

Edward Horn
Baldwin, L.I.
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O
ne of the main ad-
vocates of a new 
World’s Fair is John 
Catsimatidis, a 

longtime, successful, New 
York City businessman. 
He has a radio talk show 
on 970 AM every Sunday 
morning from 9 a.m. to 10 
a.m. involving politics and 
current events.

Catsimatidis points 
out that the means of travel 
were improved especially 
during the second World’s 
Fair in the city. There were 
improvements made in sub-
ways, highways and bridg-
es and most other forms of 
public transportation.

He believes the fairs 

present a vision of what 
the future can be like. He 
would like to see a future 
fair concentrate on tech-
nology. It could bring into 
focus the possible achieve-
ments of the free enterprise 
system.

Catsimatidis indicated 
that a new World’s Fair 
would bring many thou-
sands of jobs to the city 
in addition to helping the 
retail sales operation in-
crease the amount of busi-
ness in stores, restaurants 
and places of entertain-
ment.

It will be a long time 
before a new World’s Fair 
can be put into operation, 
however. Estimates run as 
high as 10 years from now. 
Catsimatidis has been in 
touch with the governor’s 
staff about setting up a 
committee to study the pos-
sibility of a future World’s 
Fair.

Catsimatidis points 

to when in his youth he at-
tended the second World’s 
Fair, in 1964-65, and how 
impressed he was at the 
time. He believes this kind 
of exhibit will have a posi-
tive effect on society at 
large.

Various European 
and Far Eastern countries 
would be sending exhibits 
to publicize their nations. 
The fair would attract mil-
lions of people from the 
United States and foreign 
lands.

It would be a huge 
project, but it could bring 
a positive result. It would 
need a lot of work and tre-
mendous effort during the 
next 10 years, but it could 
be done with people like 
Catsimatidis helping lead 
the project.

Whenever there are 
tasks to be accomplished, 
the city has always risen 
to the occasion in the past 
and it can do so this time. 

A World’s Fair will be a 
shining example of what a 
better world we would have 
with an improved life for 
many people.

Hopefully, a spirit 
of optimism will prevail. 
Most recent surveys show 
that a high majority of New 
York citizens would favor a 
new World’s Fair.

There are some New 
Yorkers who would oppose 
a World’s Fair, citing loss of 
park space, increased trav-
eling and financial prob-
lems that existed during 
the first two fairs.

A project of this mag-
nitude is not going to be 
easy to put together. One 
thing that is true is all city 
residents can and will work 
together for the common 
good. That should be the 
case this time.

If there is some strong 
difference of opinion ex-
pressed by some who are 
inclined to oppose the fair, 

it can be said we can dis-
agree without being dis-
agreeable.

After all is said and 
done, there are always go-
ing to be problems in put-
ting together this type of 
project, but the increased 
welfare of our society is the 
future goal of us all.

Regarding local politi-
cal races, the Democratic 
primary election in the 
11th state Senate District, 
between Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and challenger 
former city Comptroller 
John Liu, is attracting a lot 
of attention.

In recent years there 
has been no such prima-
ry as this one, from the 
standpoint of the Queens 
Democratic Party running 
a candidate against an in-
cumbent Democratic Sen-
ate office holder.

Four years ago, Avella 
was the successful Demo-
cratic candidate of the year 

with strong support from 
the Queens Democratic 
Party and the Senate Dem-
ocratic Campaign Commit-
tee, besides strong support 
from labor unions, espe-
cially the teachers union.

Recently, the Demo-
cratic county executive 
committee voted unani-
mously to endorse Liu. The 
reason for this was Avella 
joining the Independent 
Democratic Conference, 
which works closely with 
Republicans in the Senate.

This means the Demo-
cratic Party for the most 
part will cut off all support 
to Avella and give all its 
financial and operational 
support to Liu.

This will be a politi-
cal campaign long remem-
bered.

Catsimatidis advocates for a new World’s Fair

Charters must accept problem students like public schools

R
egretfully, many 
schools are consid-
ered failures due to 
conditions beyond 

the control of teachers and 
administrators.

Some schools are in 
neighborhoods so dysfunc-
tional with gangs, drugs, 
crime and broken families, 
that many students can-
not function in school. The 
teachers and principals are 
blamed for the failure.

To add to the problem, 
along come charter schools, 
which keep or push out the 
problem children, which 
makes them look better. If 
the charter schools do not 

provide facilities for the 
special needs children or 
the English as a Second 
Language children, their 
parents send them to the 
public schools.

Recently, some char-
ters are starting to say they 
have children with indi-
vidualized education pro-
grams, which means they 
have certain learning prob-
lems and need special help. 
They do not say whether the 
children have severe learn-
ing problems and cannot do 
well on tests or only have 
some slight problems and 
will not pull down the tests 
scores in their charter.

It seems likely that the 
children with IEPs only 
have minor learning prob-
lems in these schools be-
cause these schools are de-
signed to make money for 
the owners, who sometimes 
receive large salaries. 

The owners do not want to 
spend too much money on 
extra services.

Business people are in-
vesting in charter schools 
because of the large amount 
of money they make. Why 
are hedge funds investing 
in these schools? When 
these schools hold a confer-
ence, they carefully screen 
who can attend. Do people 
contribute money to these 
schools and then get nice 
contracts for services and 
goods the schools buy?

Then, there are alle-
gations that some of these 
schools have harsh disci-
plinary practices which 
would be illegal in a public 
school. Sure they have good 
control, but using what type 
of disciplinary practices? 
Why aren’t they audited by 
the city comptroller?

Some public schools 
receive students who were 

in juvenile prisons. Some 
of these youngsters have so 
many academic and emo-
tional problems that they 
cannot function in regu-
lar schools and pull these 
schools down by having 
low test scores. They wan-
der the halls and disrupt 
classes, if they go to class.

They are too young for 
special, over-age schools 
and unless they do some-
thing illegal they stay and 
disrupt their schools and 
give them a bad reputation. 
Our schools are not de-
signed to handle these prob-
lem children. The charters 
keep or force them out.

While records should 
be kept, many teachers and 
other staff members say 
there is too much paper-
work, which takes up too 
much of their time. There 
should be committees of 
all concerned who should 

be able to eliminate much 
of the paperwork. Are the 
computer systems set up to 
record things effective and 
usable? Is there too much 
stress on the teachers and 
their supervisors?

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: Justice continues 
to be done in the CityTime 
corruption case.

Three of the contrac-
tors who stole money from 
the CityTime project, which 
was supposed to modernize 
payroll records so workers 
could not pad their final 
years of work and then re-
tire on high pensions, were 
just sent to prison for 20 
years.

A $63 million project 
skyrocketed to $700 mil-
lion. Five other defendants 
have pleaded guilty and 
have agreed to give back 
more than $500 million.

Justice is done, but it 

takes too long for a case to 
go to trial. Justice should 
be quicker.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: Jamaica High 
School is closing this 
month.

For three years the 
city Department of Educa-
tion has been closing it one 
grade a year. The last grad-
uating class will now leave.

My wife Edna gradu-
ated from Jamaica High, 
as did my two daughters. I 
was president of the Parent-
Teacher Association in the 
late 1980s.

Four schools have 
been set up to take its place, 
one of which was a part of 
Jamaica HS. At one time 
Jamaica had the most 
Westinghouse Science Win-
ners for a non-specialized 
school.

Terrible what the DOE 
has done!

COLUMNS

William
Lewis

n

Bob
Harris

n
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NYC Financial Empowerment Centers in Queens
For Center locations throughout the five boroughs, call 311 or visit nyc.gov.  

Far Rockaway

At Workforce1 Far Rockaway
1637 Central Avenue

Jackson Heights

At Make the Road New York
92-10 Roosevelt Avenue

Jamaica

At Catholic Charities HomeBase
87-80 Merrick Boulevard, 2nd Floor

Jamaica

At Safe Space
89-74 162nd Street

Long Island City

At Urban Upbound
38-81 13th Street

Woodside

At Neighborhood Housing Services 
of Northern Queens 
60-20 Woodside Avenue, 2nd Floor 

With her counselor, Gaitri made a plan to 
cut expenses in order to have money in 
her account for unexpected emergencies.
Read Gaitri’s story on NYCDCA:

nyc.gov

We’ve helped New Yorkers …

We can help you, too.

OPEN A BANK 
ACCOUNT.

Call 311 to schedule an appointment for FREE 

one-on-one financial counseling at an NYC 
Financial Empowerment Center near you or visit 
nyc.gov for information.

Tackle debt

Save for the future Improve credit

Open a bank account

Are you looking for a 
small, affordable college 
with unique and diverse pro-
grams for today’s most excit-
ing careers? If so, Five Towns 
College in Dix Hills, Long Is-
land shares your passion and 
creativity by offering degree 
programs in Music, Music 
Business, Audio Recording 
Technology, Filmmaking, 
Theatre Arts, Mass Commu-
nication, Music Teacher and 
Childhood Education. Five 
Towns College welcomes 
new and transfer students 
to meet with an Admissions 
Representative on Wednes-
day, June 25 between 4-6:00 
p.m. at Panera Bread located 
at 23-58 Bell Blvd in Bayside. 
Learn more about the col-
lege, our degree programs, 
internships and scholarship 
opportunities. Complimen-
tary food and beverages will 
be served.

The Film/Video program 
at Five Towns offers an ex-

ceptional opportunity for 
students to earn a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts Degree (B.F.A.) 
in Film/Video. Students are 
able to access the college’s 
state-of-the-art equipment 
starting their first year pro-
viding a hands-on approach 

to filmmaking.
The business manage-

ment program leading to 
the Bachelor of Professional 
Studies (B.P.S.) degree is of-
fered for business-minded 
students with concentra-
tions in music business and 

audio recording technology. 
Students learn from experts 
in the entertainment field 
and are required to partici-
pate in various internships 
provided by our Career Ser-
vices Department.

A program in mass com-

munication leading to the 
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) 
degree is offered with con-
centrations in broadcasting 
and journalism. Students 
interested in Broadcasting 
participate by creating their 
own radio show on our FCC 
campus radio station. Those 
interested in Journalism 
write for the school newspa-
per; The Record or the col-
lege yearbook.

The Bachelor of Fine 
Arts (B.F.A.) degree in The-
atre Arts offers a wide range 
of acting opportunities. Stu-
dents perform in main stage 
musicals, comedies, fully 
staged children’s musicals 
and dramas, which are pre-
sented in the Dix Hills Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts 
or in the Studio Theatre.

Five Towns College is 
one of the most affordable 
private colleges in the region 
and financial aid is available 

to qualified students. Schol-
arships, grants and loans are 
awarded on the basis of aca-
demic achievement, finan-
cial need or talent. Transfer 
scholarships are available as 
well as scholarships for first 
time students.

The colleges Career Ser-
vices Department will as-
sist you with acquiring an 
internship with companies 
that will fit into your career 
goals. These internships are 
an excellent way to network 
and to make key contacts 
that can open the doors to a 
successful future. Our Ca-
reer Services department 
offers internships to all stu-
dents with a specific focus on 
placements in the music and 
entertainment industry.

Find out why Five Towns 
College is the right choice 
for you! Attend our June 
25 Information Session. 
For more information visit  
ftc.edu today!

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Attend Five Towns College’s Information Session in Bayside
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

The state Senate passed a bill 
last week authored by Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) that would in-
crease terms for members of the 
state Legislature from two to four 
years.

The bill, first introduced 
by Avella soon after he took of-
fice in 2011, is known as “good 
government legislation” that he 
introduced as a way to restore 
public faith in government by 
jump-starting reform in Albany.

The series of bills also in-
cluded legislation that would lim-
it the number of terms legislators 
can serve, a measure which has 
not yet been passed.

Under current laws that 
mandate two-year terms for state 
lawmakers, Avella said many of-
ficials are often preoccupied with 
constant campaigning rather 
than focusing on the issues their 
constituents face.

He called the passage of the 
term increase a “crucial first 
step” and said it would go a long 
way toward fixing the broken as-

pects of state government.
“As I stated time and time 

again, part of the dysfunction 
that has plagued the Legislature 
is that state officials are constant-
ly running for office,” Avella said. 
“Legislators have basically one 
year in office before they have 
to run for re-election over and 
over again. Once the campaign 
year begins, they are anxious to 
get back to their districts and are 
often reluctant to deal with con-
troversial issues, fearing voter 
reactions.”

The senator pointed out that 
38 states across the country al-
ready have four-year terms for 
their state officials, and of the 
five states with the largest popu-
lations, New York is the only one 
still limited to two years, which 
hinders the productivity elected 
officials have in their districts, 
Avella said.

“The fact of the matter is that 
the current two-year terms were 
introduced at a time when can-
didates were not required to use 
anywhere near the amount of re-
sources required today to run for 

legislative office,” he said. “The 
two-year terms were also institut-
ed when the role of government in 
society was not nearly as exten-
sive as it is today. The four-year 

term bill will go a long way in 
eliminating the nonsense and al-
low legislators to take important 
votes on issues of importance to 
their constituency.”

Now that Avella’s bill has 
passed the Senate, the legislation 
will move on for a vote in the state 
Assembly.

If the term extension passes 
the state Assembly as well, Avella 
said it would then need another 
vote of approval from the next 
legislative session in the Senate 
before being placed in front of vot-
ers on a November ballot because 
it would require amending the 
state constitution. He said the bill 
does not yet have a sponsor in the 
Assembly.

“Although our work is far 
from over and there are a num-
ber of important pieces of good 
government legislation that need 
to be enacted, especially the term 
limits bill, the passage of the four-
year term limit legislation will 
allow the Legislature to function 
more effectively and work for the 
people, as it always should be,” 
Avella said.

Reach reporter Kelsey Dur-
ham at 718-260-4573 or by e-mail at 
kdurham@cnglocal.com.

State Sen. Tony Avella recently announced that his bill aimed at extending terms 
for state legislators passed the Senate.

Senate passes Avella bill calling for longer terms

Do you live in one  
of NYC’s six hurricane 
evacuation zones?

Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone 
or call 311 #knowyourzone



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UNE 20–26, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
17

BT



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
E 2

0–
26

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

18

BT

BY ALEX ROBINSON

A bill which would 
change test criteria for 
the city’s specialized high 
school entrance exams has 
been smothered by racially 
charged debate, state As-
semblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing) said.

The legislation, intro-
duced by Assemblyman 
Karim Camara (D-Brook-
lyn), would expand  crite-
ria set in 1972 to include 
grade point averages of ap-
plicants, school attendance 
records, school admission 
test scores and state test 
scores.

The Specialized High 
Schools Admissions Test is 
given to more than 20,000 
eighth- and ninth-graders 
across the city every year 
to determine if they will 
get one of the 5,000 cov-
eted spots in eight of the 
city’s nine specialized high 
schools.

Eight of these schools, 
which include Queens High 

School for Sciences at York 
College, use the multiple-
choice entrance exam as 
their sole method of select-
ing students. The exception 
is  Fiorello H. LaGuardia 
High School of Music & 
Art and Performing Arts 
in Manhattan, where stu-
dents’ applications are re-
viewed based on a competi-
tive audition in addition to 
academic records. 

Kim signed on to the 
bill last week, saying the 
single test leaves behind 
some talented students.

“This bill is to make 
sure we upgrade the stan-
dards that were set in 1972 
to make it better [and] to 
push our families so that 
students can be more well-
rounded,” Kim told report-
ers in his Flushing office 
last week.

The method through 
which specialized high 
schools test their applicants 
has been criticized over the 
years because it does not se-
lect a diverse student body.

Although the test is 
solely based on top scores 
and does not take race, 
neighborhood or back-
ground into account, a far 
larger percentage of Asian 
and white students have 
successfully gained en-
trance to the elite schools 
than minorities. 

Even though 70 per-

cent of the city’s students 
are black and Hispanic, 
only 5 percent of the stu-
dents in specialized schools 
are black and 7 percent are 
Hispanic, according to the 
city Department of Edu-
cation. More than half of 
the students in specialized 
high schools are Asian and 
26 percent are white.

After the bill was in-
troduced, Kim’s office re-
ceived a flood of complaints 
from Asian constituents, 
worried their children 
have been targeted  by the 
proposed legislation as 
it would create a broader 
competitive field.

Although the discus-
sion surrounding the bill 
has become racially divi-
sive, Kim said the legisla-
tion was never meant to be 
about race.

“There’s a lot of con-
fusion in the debate,” Kim 
said. “It’s unfortunate that 
on both sides of the issue 
people are so eager to ad-
dress the race issue.”

Kim said the bill has 
no chance of passing the 
state Legislature this year 
because of the way it has 
been presented to the pub-
lic.

“People are so caught 
up about race and not look-
ing at the problem,” he said. 
“It’s unfortunate we can’t 
move forward, that we can’t 

put politics aside and actu-
ally look at the issue.”

State Sen. Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx), who heads the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference and is one of 
the upper chamber’s de fac-
to leaders, said in a state-
ment that the bill needs to 
be debated more before it is 
voted on.

“It is clear that we 
need to vastly expand the 
resources for test prepara-
tion in disadvantaged com-
munities — something I am 
committed to delivering,” 
Klein said. “If we increase 
awareness of the admis-
sions test, provide more 
resources for test prepara-
tion in targeted areas and 
finally start administering 
this test in more diverse 
communities, I think we 
can change the enrollment 
of our top high schools dra-
matically.”

Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver’s (D-Man-
hattan) office did not re-
turn requests for comment.

State Assemblyman Ron Kim talks about his support for a bill 
which would expand test criteria for entrance exams at the city’s 
specialized high schools. Photo by Alex Robinson

Change entrance criteria for elite schools: Kim

1-800-BUY-FENCE

CEDAR PVC SALE! 
10-20% OFF

*

FREE “AT HOME” 
ESTIMATES

On Most Styles

*10-20% off qualified in-stock purchase of cedar PVC with installation with this ad.  Minimum purchase of $2000 required to receive up to 20% discount.  Minimum purchase of 200 feet required to use 
additional 10% discount when you bring in ad.  Maximum discount with ad is 28%.  Not applicable on prior purchases.  See store for details. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk
Residential & Commercial

***1*11*10000-00-2020202020%%%%%%% fofofofffff quququaaliffieiedd in-stockk pururchhchasasee fofof c c dededarar P PVCVCVC ww ititithhh iinin tstst lalalllalatititioonn ww sss aa adddddddd.  MMiMiMiMiMi inininimumumumummmhhhh thththththiiisiswwwitititithhhh
ddi i l 1100% di h b i i d M i di 28% Nd ii h

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 

41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntingon Area

(631) 760-9791
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TThhhheeeeee
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791911

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011

Based on 200 Feet or More

The look of cedar with 
the durability of PVC
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THURSDAYS | JULY 3, AUGUST 7 & SEPTEMBER 4 
5  9PM: CLASSIC CAR SHOW, CENTER GREEN PARKING

SATURDAY  | JULY 5  
5  9:30PM: KICKOFF TO SUMMER ON THE GREEN, TWO CONCERTS,  

CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT + FIREWORKS

MONDAYS | JULY 7  AUGUST 25 
6  7PM: PRECONCERT FAMILY FUN | 7  9PM: LIVE CONCERTS ON THE GREEN  

DRIVEN BY NISSAN OF QUEENS

TUESDAYS | JULY 8  AUGUST 26 
10  11AM: READING ON THE GREEN WITH QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY

WEDNESDAYS  | JULY 9  AUGUST 27 
7PM: LIVE MUSIC BY LOCAL TALENT | 8:30PM: OUTDOOR MOVIES ON THE GREEN

THURSDAYS | JULY 10  AUGUST 28 
10AM & 11:15AM, 12:30PM & 1:45PM: BRICKS 4 KIDZ, SPONSORED BY JOHNNY ROCKETS  

SPACE IS LIMITED SO YOU MUST REGISTER BY CALLING 7183263300 EXT. 101 BEGINNING 10AM THE PRECEDING FRIDAY

FRIDAYS | JULY 11  AUGUST 29 
5:30PM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC

SATURDAYS | JULY 12  AUGUST 30 
9:30  10:30AM: YOGA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC | 11AM: CHALLENGE ISLAND

SUNDAYS | JULY 13  AUGUST 31 
9:30AM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC 

*Log on to  facebook.com/ShopsatAtlasPark or visit our website ShopAtlasPark.com 
for details, a full events schedule and cancellations due to weather.

8000 COOPER AVENUE AT 80TH STREET | GLENDALE, NY  |  7183263300   

JOIN US FOR A SUMMER LONG SERIES OF FREE EVENTS *
Concerts • Movies  • Family Entertainment & More!

SUMMER ON THE GREEN  
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The state Senate 
passed Sen. Tony Avella’s 
(D-Bayside) bill to eliminate 
minimum water charges 
Monday.

“The state Senate took 
a vote against an unjust fee 
which has placed a burden 
on the most vulnerable 
residents in the city of New 
York,” Avella said. “This 
charge was never intended 
to serve as a revenue-gen-
erating measure that it is 
today. The premise, at the 
time, was to encourage peo-
ple to conserve water and 
only pay for the amount 
that they use.”

Avella criticized the 
minimum charge as unfair 
to seniors, people who live 
alone and those who do not 
use much water.

The bill now has to pass 

through the state Assembly, 
where Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
is serving as sponsor.

Avella also served as 
co-sponsor on a bill that 
passed the upper chamber 

Monday which would cap 
annual water rate hikes the 
city Water Board can im-
pose at 5 percent.

— Alex Robinson

Flushing mallrats will 
have a new spot to cool off 
this summer.

Flora Sweet House, 
a self-serve frozen yogurt 
shop, has announced it will 
open its flagship location at 
the SkyView Center in late 
June.

The store will occupy 
a 1,200-square-foot space 

on Level B of the mall and 
offer eight different flavors 
of frozen yogurt and more 
than 45 toppings.

“We could not imag-
ine a better location to es-
tablish our flagship store 
than at the The Shops at 
SkyView Center,” said Sean 
Chen, co-founder of Flora 
Sweet House. “We were 

attracted to this well-traf-
ficked location in the heart 
of Flushing and we are 
looking forward to becom-
ing involved in this vibrant 
community.”

The store is set to have 
its grand opening June 28.

— Alex Robinson

BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

The Forest Park Rock 
Fest is returning June 28, 
thanks to the success of last 
year’s performance.

The bands performing 
this year are different from 
last year, but they are ac-
complished musicians from 
the area.

Co-founder and band 
member of The Boom Sec-
tion, Paul Wunsch said they 
are providing a “wonderful 
free event in the neighbor-
hood.”

The bands that will 
be playing are Small Craft 
Warning, Voodoo Dancer, 
Missing Maddox and Boom 
Section.

“The bands this year 

have a bit of a better follow-
ing,” said Wunsch.

Last year, the festival 
had 150 to 200 people in at-
tendance and organizers 
are hoping to have the same 
if not more of a turnout. 
Each band will have about 
45 minutes to perform. The 
performances will be in the 
Forest Park Band Shell and 
will start at 1 p.m. and con-
clude at 5 p.m.

“We just want every-
one coming out and having 

a good time,” said Wunsch. 
“It’s a very family-friendly 
[event].”

The idea for the event 
came from Boom Section’s 
drummer, who wanted to 
put together something 
that spoke to friends and 
family members who are 
also in bands.

With that idea they 
were able to come up with 
this event and put on a per-
formance that people in the 
area will enjoy.

If passed by the state Assembly, Avella’s bill would eradicate mini-
mum water charges.

Rock Fest to return to Forest Park

Flora Sweet House opens at SkyView

Avella’s water bill passes Senate

Performances by Melba Moore, 
Ms. Yvonne Elliman,  Sara Dash 
of Labelle, Maxine Nightingale, 
& more. Doors open at 8pm.

rwnewyork.com

��������	
��������������������������

����������������� 
Hosted by WCBS FM’s Joe Causi 

Performances by Melba Moore, 
Ms. Yvonne Elliman,  Sara Dash 
of Labelle, Maxine Nightingale, 
& more. Doors open at 8pm.

rwnewyork.com

��������	
�������������������������

Hosted by WCBS FM’s Joe Causi

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens, near JFK Airport.  Locate Your Free Shuttle: RWRedExpress.com
MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 

PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

Kathy Lotufo and Jeanette Samuels dance during an event at the 
Forest Park Bandshell, which is slated to host Forest Park Rock 
Fest.
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A Jamaica Estates 
man who owned a cloth-
ing store in the Bronx was 
killed Tuesday morning af-
ter a plane he was piloting 
crashed into the backyard 
of a home on Long Island.

Suffolk County police 
said Hanan Shoshany, 53, 
was the sole passenger on a 
single-engine private plane 
that crashed into the yard 
of a home at 51 Camille 
Lane in East Patchogue, 
L.I. just after 9 a.m. June 17, 
about 15 minutes after Sho-
shany had taken off from 
Republic Airport in East 
Farmingdale, L.I.

Shoshany was pro-
nounced dead at the scene 
and no one on the ground 
was hurt in the crash, po-
lice said.

First responders said 
it appeared Shoshany made 
an attempt to land in be-
tween houses to avoid hurt-
ing anyone on the ground 

after realizing his engine 
was failing, according to a 
report in Newsday.

The Long Island-based 
paper also reported that 
Shoshany was heard tell-
ing an air traffic controller 

he was in distress shortly 
before the fiery crash oc-
curred.

“I need your help sir,” 
he told the controller.

 The Federal Aviation 
Administration said the 

plane, a Columbia Lancair 
LC 41, was headed to Mac-
Arthur Airport in Islip, 
L.I. The National Trans-
portation Safety Board was 
handling the investigation 
and a spokesman from the 

agency said it could take up 
to 18 months to determine 
the cause of the crash.

Shoshany, a native of 
Israel, had lived in New 
York for close to 30 years 
and owned the Jeans 
Star clothing store in the 
Bronx.

Joey Eshun, the store’s 
manager who had worked 
for Shoshany for 22 years, 
described him as a hard 
worker whom his employ-
ees knew well.

“He was a good man, 
a very good man,” Eshun 
said. “We’ll miss him, be-
lieve me.”

Eshun said Shoshany 
liked to spend a lot of time 
with his wife and five chil-
dren, according to family 
friend Yaron Cohen, and 
sometimes took vacations 
to his home country.

Cohen said Shoshany’s 
family flew Tuesday after-
noon to Israel, where he 
will be buried.

Investigators look over the site of a small airplane crash in the backyard of a Long Island home. 
Jamaica Estates resident Hanan Shoshany died in the crash. AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek

Jamaica Estates man killed in L.I. plane crash

NYC.GOV/MOPDNYC GOV/MOPD

STOP PAYING FOR TV
that you should be getting for free!

�rystal �lear �igh �e� nition ��
NO CONTRACT! NO BILLS! NO HASSEL!

212.377.3124
Specializing in residential, commercial

and MATV installations and repairs
www.tennavision.com

$25 OFF
ANY NEW INSTALLATION

With this coupon only. Expires 6/27/14

GET A FRIEND & GET $25
FOR EVERY NEW CUSTOMER YOU SEND US

With this coupon only. Expires 6/27/14

Kerry Gottlieb, (c.) the owner of the home where a small 
airplane crashed, is hugged by friend, Jill Cherveny (r.). 

AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek 
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
A Flushing family has 

filed a lawsuit against St. 
John’s University in Jamai-
ca Estates after their son 
was killed last year when 
he came in contact with a 
lethal drug during an ex-
ternship where the school 
had placed him, according 
to a court summons .

The family of James 
Yoo filed a civil suit May 28 
claiming that the 22-year-
old College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences stu-
dent died as a result of 
being “improperly ex-
posed to dangerous drugs, 
chemicals and mixtures 
of chemicals and drugs” 
while working as an intern 
at Rockwell Compounding 
Associates Inc. in Rye, N.Y., 
to complete a graduation 
requirement for SJU’s doc-
torate program.

Joshua Gropper, the 
attorney representing the 

Yoo family, said the suit 
was filed in Queens County 
Supreme Court  in response 
to what the family believes 
was the school’s failure to 
conduct a thorough back-
ground check on Rockwell, 
which is also named as a 
co-defendant in the suit, 
before placing Yoo under 
their supervision.

A spokesman from 
St. John’s said the univer-
sity would not comment 
on pending litigation, and 
Rockwell could not be 
reached for comment this 
week.

The lawsuit alleges 
that on Feb. 7, 2013, Yoo’s 
skin came in contact with 
a “potent and dangerous 
drug” called Fentanyl, 
causing him to collapse. 
Yoo was rushed to a hospi-
tal and died Feb. 13, 2013, 
less than a week after he 
was exposed to the drug, 
and his death certificate 
lists “Fentanyl intoxication 

via transdermal absorp-
tion” as the cause of death, 
the lawsuit says.

The court summons 

said Rockwell and its own-
er, Steven Consentino, had 
been under investigation in 
the past by the state Board 

of Regents for unethical 
practices, including unlaw-
ful manufacturing of drugs 
and compounding medi-
cines without individual 
patient consent.

The document also 
states that neither Consen-
tino nor his company was 
registered to manufacture 
drugs at the time Yoo was 
placed there for his extern-
ship, which Gropper said St. 
John’s would have discov-
ered had they conducted a 
proper background check.

“The fact is that the 
pharmacy school placed 
this student in what we 
believe to be a position of 
peril by using this lab,” 
Gropper said. “They have 
a long history of suspen-
sions and other issues and I 
think if St. John’s had done 
due diligence and thought 
about the safety of their 
students a little more, no 
students would have ever 
been placed there.”

The summons filed by 
the Yoo family and their at-
torney is seeking punitive 
damages plus interest, but 
Gropper said the Yoo fam-
ily did not specify a mon-
etary amount they are ask-
ing for with the lawsuit. He 
said his parents are simply 
looking to bring attention 
to the issue.

“Quite frankly, they’re 
doing it a lot more to change 
the policies than to get a fi-
nancial windfall,” he said. 
“It comes down to reason-
ableness. The school has a 
duty to act in a reasonable 
manner.”

Gropper said he was 
waiting for each defendant 
to respond to the complaint 
against them before the 
lawsuit could go any fur-
ther.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

James Yoo was a 22-year-old pharmacy student at St. 
John’s University when he died after coming in contact with 
a hazardous drug during an internship, a lawsuit says. 

Photo courtesy Joshua Gropper

Family fi les civil suit against St. John’s after son’s death
Lawyer says school failed to conduct background check before placing student in unsafe externship

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY BILL PARRY

Preparations for the 
24th annual Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Festival got 
underway last weekend 
with the first round of prac-
tice sessions for the crews 
that will compete Aug. 9-10.

Eleven crews put in 
their work Sunday on 
Meadows Lake in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.

“They will practice 
from now until the festival 
in order to work on their 
teamwork, synchroniza-
tion and camaraderie,” fes-
tival Chairman Henry Wan 
said. “Last year we had a 
record 188 crews compete 
and we’re expecting at least 
that this year/ in fact, ev-
ery year the races get more 
and more popular.”

Billed as the oldest, 
largest and most traditional 
Dragon Boat festivals in the 
United States, it honors Qu 
Yuan, a court minister and 
poet in first-century China 
who was banished from his 
home province of Chu after 
falling into disfavor with 
the king. Qu Yuan drowned 
himself in the Ni Lo River 
and legend has it that lo-
cal fisherman raced on the 
river to save him but could 
not. His death is commemo-
rated each year on the fifth 
day of the fifth lunar month 
with boat races.

Teams from Italy and 
Canada competed in the 
festival last year, but most 
of the crews, sponsored 
by corporations and civic 
groups, are mainly from 
the five boroughs, New Jer-
sey and Westchester Coun-
ty, according to Wan.

Registration is still 
open for the two racing di-
visions, the Heritage Divi-
sion with a maximum of 
14 crew members per boat, 
and the Heritage Division 
with crews of up to 22. 

“This year there will 
be a special division called 
the Municipal Invitational 
that will celebrate the 50th 
and 75th anniversaries 
of the World’s Fair,” Wan 
said. “That competition 
will be open to crews from 
the NYPD, the FDNY and 
politicians.”

The festival promises 
fun for the whole family 
with a stage set up for the 
traditional dragon dance, 
musical and other diverse 
performances. There are 
kid-friendly demonstra-
tions of folk arts and crafts, 
a martial arts demonstra-
tion by Shaolin Masters 
and an ethnic food court.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Dragon boat crews
already practicing 
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The ban� is not responsible for t�pographical errors. �ffer �a� be withdrawn at the discretion of the ban� at an� ti�e.

���Y��.co� � (877) 786-6560

AAAPPPYYY111

7 MONTH CD

$500 minimum to open and  
$500 minimum to earn interest

HERE’S AN IDEA...OPEN A CD AND START SAVING TODAY!

AAAPPYY11

14 MONTH CD

$500 minimum to open and  
$500 minimum to earn interest

Earn the stated APY(s) if you have, or open, any  
interest-bearing Checking account.

A Savings Plan Right
on Target . . . 

a great rate �ith short and long-term bene�ts.

Hong Kong Dragon Boat crew gets out on the water during prac-
tice on Sunday. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing) has 
requested that the Depart-
ment of City Planning take 
a look at overdevelopment 
in his district.

The councilman has 
asked the agency to conduct 
a study to determine areas 
that have “out-of-context” 
developments and to then 
make zoning amendments 
based on the study’s find-
ings.

“My constituents de-
serve the best possible 
protections against overde-
velopment in their neigh-
borhoods, and I want to 
make sure no block is left 
behind,” Koo said.

The councilman’s ap-
peal came after a group of 
Queensboro Hill neighbors 
became irate about a new 
two-story house on their 
block, at 146-15 56th Road, 

which they said dwarfed 
the small, single-story 
homes around it.

Don Capalbi, president 
of the Queensboro Hill Civ-
ic Association, forwarded 
the residents’ complaints to 
Koo’s office in February.

The new 2,290-square-
foot house, which has been 
built legally under current 
zoning regulations, will 
replace an 899-square-foot 
home that was built in 1935 
in a line of rowhouses, ac-
cording to city Department 
of Buildings records.

“With Councilman 
Koo’s strong support, we an-
ticipate City Planning will 
consider in a fair manner 
the zoning revisions neces-
sary to deter extreme cases 
of neighborhood-destruc-
tive construction while we 
continue to support expan-
sion of affordable housing,” 
Capalbi said.

A spokesman for City 

Planning said the agency 
has received Koo’s letter 
and is reviewing it.

Since the early 2000s, 
a coalition of civic leaders 
called the Queens Civic 
Congress has successfully 
worked to rezone a number 
of neighborhoods in north-
east Queens to prevent out-
of-scale houses from being 
built.

A rezoning of Bayside 
was finalized in 2005, along 
with downzonings of Whit-
estone and College Point 
that same year. A rezoning 
of Waldheim was adopted 
in 2008 and North Flushing 
was rezoned in 2010.

“We have fought long 
and hard to downzone 
many residential neigh-
borhoods to prevent over-
devleopment,” said Richard 
Hellenbrecht, the president 
of the  Queens Civic Con-
gress. “The residential ar-

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration has 
announced changes to its 
services after Asian-Amer-
ican business leaders said 
the agency could do more to 
help minority small busi-
ness owners at a recent 
Queens hearing.

The new policy will 
take effect July 1 and is de-
signed to make it easier for 
businesses to apply for gov-
ernment loans.

The House of Repre-
sentatives’ Small Business 
Subcommittee on Contract-
ing and Workforce held the 
hearing at Queens College 
in March to determine 
what the agency could do 
better to reach immigrant 
business owners.

The SBA is a federal 
agency tasked with helping 

small businesses get access 
to government contracts, 
loans, grants and counsel-
ing.

At the hearing, Asian-
American business leaders 
argued immigrant busi-
nesses have a hard time 
reaching these services in 
Queens because of linguis-
tic barriers.

More outreach special-
ists are needed at the SBA’s 
centers in order to meet 
this need, they said.

They also contended 
there is a lack of business 
development centers in the 
borough with only two in 
all of Queens.

“While there is still 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (l.) hears testimony from Asian-American 
business leaders at a hearing at Queens College along with Reps. 
Nydia Velazquez (c.) and Yvette Clarke. Photo by Alex Robinson

Koo asks city to study zoning 
to halt big houses in district

Small biz programs change 
in wake of Queens hearing

GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!
New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

560 Northern Blvd., Great Neck
516-726-1771

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58
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Brought To You By

We are a dedicated, caring Bank that is committed to the
success of our customers and the well-being of our community. We make a

difference in each community we serve, and we wouldn’t have it any other way.

Brought To You By

COMMUNITY
MINDED BANKING

COMMUNITY
MINDED BANKING

MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM
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Eat until you drop
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Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Unfurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200
Offer expires Dec. 2014. Not to be combined with any other offer. 

Positive Beginnings Preschool
71-25 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11367

FREE Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program (UPK)
For September 2014-2015 School Year

For Children who were born in 2010
ENROLLMENT LIMITED!  Full & Half Day Program

 
                                                       

Please call Fior Ramirez at 718-261-0211 or framirez@positivebeginnings.org
Call to Schedule a visit today!

Our Program Includes:

      and FUN!
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Standing before a Nep-
onsit doorway plastered 
with government health 
notices and a boarded-up 
window, state Assembly-
man Phillip Goldfeder (D-
Rockaway Beach) outlined 
last week a three-pronged 
approach to combating the 
abandonment of properties 
damaged during Super-
storm Sandy.

Goldfeder’s vision in-
volves passing state legis-
lation that would charge 
banks with maintaining 
properties on which they 
have not received mortgage 
payments for at least three 
months. He also called for 
the city to fast track a bill 
authorizing government 
agencies to enter aban-
doned homes to secure the 
structures and remove 
mold and toxins.

The final element of 
his proposal would create 
a registry of unoccupied 
homes so the Police Depart-
ment can check that the 
buildings do not attract 
squatters or illicit activity.

The assemblyman 
waved a list of roughly 60 
properties he said were 
left vacant after Hurricane 
Sandy swept through the 
Rockaway Peninsula, How-
ard Beach and South Ozone 
Park in October 2012.

But he honed in on a 
two-story home, at 145-08 
Neponsit Ave., where Gold-
feder said HSBC has  again 
victimized those battered 
by Sandy.

“Every one of these 
families you see around 
me, all got destroyed, all got 
damaged, all lost genera-
tions of memories. Yet they 
picked themselves back 
up,” Goldfeder said. “Yet 
banks like HSBC and so 
many others ... have aban-
doned their responsibility 
to the community.”

He handed out an envi-
ronmental analysis show-
ing that mold festering in 
the home has led to elevat-
ed levels of fungal spores in 

a neighboring home.
Joyce Zoller, a cancer 

survivor who lives beside 
the house, said the con-
tainments had irritated 
her eyes and belabored her 
breathing.

“I am forced to leave 
my home,” Zoller said of 
her upcoming move.

“It’s very overwhelm-
ing for me to deal with this 
every day,” she said, break-
ing into tears.

Another neighbor, 
Sherry Calamia, said her 
family just finished re-
building from Sandy, but 
her asthma continued to 
require daily steroid medi-
cation and her children 
also suffered from health 
problems.

Danny Ruscillo Jr., 
president of the 100th Pre-
cinct Community Council, 
displayed bottles of the an-
tibiotic Levaquin and the 
steroid prednisone, which 
he said were a common pre-
scription on the peninsula 
after Sandy led to the so-
called “Rockaway cough.”

When asked about 
property upkeep, the bank 
said in an e-mail that 
“HSBC is working to re-
solve the matter.”

Goldfeder said the 
inaction in Neponsit un-
derscored the importance 
of state legislation requir-
ing remediation work to 
begin after three months 
of missed mortgage pay-

ments. Under the measure, 
such properties would also 
be entered into a registry 
of vacant properties over-
seen by the state attorney 
general.

It was unclear whether 
the legislation would be 
taken up before the state 
legislative session conclud-
ed June 19.

The assemblyman 
pointed to notices on the 
front door of the property 
and said a pending city 
bill would give the city 
Departments of Buildings 
and Housing jurisdiction 
to enter into structures 
where Sandy repairs have 
gone neglected, complete 
necessary work and bill the 
owner.

Finally, Goldfeder 
said he was awaiting a re-
sponse from NYPD Com-
missioner William Bratton 
after e-mailing him to sug-
gest he start a registry of 
abandoned properties and 
dispatch officers to periodi-
cally examine them.

“In Howard Beach, in 
Ozone Park, we have seen a 
proliferation of houses that 
are now being squatted in 
and becoming a den for 
criminal activity,” he said. 
“We’ve got to put an end to 
it before it starts.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

State Assemblyman Phillip Goldfeder discusses his plan to pre-
vent to prevent the abandonment of properties damaged during 
Hurricane Sandy. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Goldfeder shares plan
to stabilize property

Accepting Most 
Insurance Plans

We Accept:
Blue Cross 

Blue Shield, 
Blue View & 

Most Eyemed 
Insurance

WE ARE A GVS 
PROVIDER

Please call us 
to see if we 

accept  your 
insurance

NO–LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 
w/ Metal Frames

$9999
Exam Not Included

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
w/ Metal Frames

$16999

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 - 530 
Tues. & Thurs. 11 - 730  - 430OF BAYSIDE

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES
$6999

Including Free Eye Exam

BUY 1 PAIR 
OF GLASSES 

RECEIVE 1 PAIR 
OF EQUAL OR LESSER 

VALUE*

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be 
combined with any other offers, promotions, 

Free Eye Exam 

included with purchase 

of Glasses.
Limited Time Only!

www.eyesupplyofbayside.com

ASIA BANK, N. A.

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
Owner-occupied and investment properties

Repayment terms to 25 years

Other Secured Business Loan Products Also Available

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR CREDIT SOLUTION!!!

LOAN CENTER 
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  

 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com

www.asiabank-na.com 
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VISIT: www.allboromason.comCALL: 718-805-2100

All Boro Mason Supply
101-42 99th Street

Ozone Park, NY 11416

FIRST 3,000 FANS GET FREE
CAPPIE BOBBLE- HEAD!

FOR TICKETS: NYLIBERTY.COM OR 212.465.6766

  DADS &
DAUGHTERS

  SUN. JUNE 22ND | 3PM

PRESENTED BY

CELEBRATE THE BOND BETWEEN
FATHERS AND DAUGHTERS.
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Photos by Walter Karling

Ken Maldonado 

Photos courtesy Paul Vallone

Photos by Ken Maldonado 
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Registration has begun!!!
 

 

Summer Performing Arts Camp
1 week, 2 week, 3 week or 4 week enrollment available

Full day -or- Half day

Registration Hours: Mon. - Fri. 4pm - 8pm & Sat. 12pm - 4pm

*FREE IMNY shirt given to summer performing arts camp students.
��������	�
����������������������������������

132-11A 14th Avenue, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

Musical Theater ~ Jazz ~ Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~ Tap

����	������	���!���	�"������������������������"�#������	������"�$��%$���"�&����������

Acrobatics ~ Latin Dance ~ Mommy & Me ~ Combo Classes

+���&��	����		�	�"�+��������		�	�"��������/���	����		�	

NEW Drama & Voice Lessons

Monday, August 11th through Friday, August 15th from 10am – 4pm
(discounted rate available if registered by July 7th)

*For students with a strong background in dance who are looking to challenge themselves
���	����������������������������������	����	�������
��	������������������������������������	������������	������	�

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Monday through Thursday, July 7th to August 7th (5 weeks) from 4pm – 9pm



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ̂ slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating 
condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ ^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
1
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SAVINGS & SELECTION
FIND A WHOLE LOT OF

AT MAJOR WORLD!AT MAJOR WORLD!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 $103
Stk# 1382, 3k mi. Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $115

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
5k miles, Stk#3428

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $18,995

EXPLORER2013 FORD

Stk# 2398, 34k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $21,895

COROLLA S2013 TOYOTA
$8,995

SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
32k miles, Stk#1616

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

MKS2010 LINCOLN

Stk# 4985, 69k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$15,995
328xi2011 BMW

Stk# 661029, 32k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
M372011 INFINITI

Stk# 1237, 27k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,995
G372011 INFINITI

Stk# 1414, 13k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 BMW 328xi

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $25,995

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 DODGEGR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $12,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<< PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 130k 544413 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2008 Hyundai Accent, 16k 1087201 $5,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
2008 Toyota Camry, 65k 6035 $8,995
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2008 Hummer H3, 97k 3802 $9,500
2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
     MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2012 Volkswagen Passat, 22k 4362 $13,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2011 Infiniti FX-35, 39k 1054 $24,995
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
             MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995 
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37, 52k 83017 $14,888
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 134954 $16,900
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BY BILL PARRY

The first LIC Summit 
drew nearly 400 people to 
an all-day event, presented 
by the LIC Partnership, 
Tuesday at the Museum of 
the Moving Image.

Attendees paid as 
much as $300 to listen to a 
half dozen different panel 
discussions with city offi-
cials and business leaders 
about Long Island City’s ex-
plosive growth and trans-
formation.

Among the topics were 
LIC’s burgeoning televi-
sion and film industry, the 
arts and culture scene and 
the area’s future as a tech 
hub. The biggest crowds 
gravitated to panels on real 
estate issues, both residen-
tial and commercial.

With 7,500 residential 
units completed since 2007 
with another 12,700 planned 
or already under construc-
tion, the question of rental 
or condo was explored by 
developers and brokers.

Justin Elghanayan, 
president of Rockrose De-
velopment Corp., is in the 
process of remaking the 
Court Square district with 
thousand of rental units.

“People get invested 
in LIC, and I think what’s 
happening is we’re actu-
ally gestating a huge condo 
market,” he said. “I think 
the next wave is going to be 
very high demand for con-
dos.”

Eric Benaim, co-
founder of Modern Spaces, 
explained that as families 
grow, space becomes an is-
sue.

“There’s a lack of 
larger apartments in the 

neighborhood,” he said. “As 
families grow, there’s little 
inventory of three- and 
four-bedroom apartments, 
so they are forced to move 
to the suburbs. Condos 
would fill a need.”

A separate panel dis-
cussing commercial and 
industrial real estate ad-
dressed the need for more 
space.

“Demand is actually 
still great for commercial 
space in Long Island City,” 
Real Deal publisher Amir 
Korangy said, “from indus-
trial uses to space for cre-
ative sector companies.”

That issue was ex-
plored deeply by the LIC 
Summit’s Keynote Panel. 
City Planning Director Carl 
Weisbrod said Long Island 
City has to go vertical.

“Historically, manu-
facturing had to be very 
horizontal and it’s one of 
the reasons New York City 
lost so many manufactur-
ing jobs over the past 70 
years,” he said. “Technolo-
gy has changed where now 
you can go vertical for in-
dustrial use, allowing busi-
nesses to expand. I believe 
we are beginning to look at 

that.”
Jonathan Bowles, ex-

ecutive director of the Cen-
ter for an Urban Future, 
discussed the needs of tech 
start-up companies.

“We’re not going to 
grow the tech district with-
out proper planning,” he 
said.

Bowles then discussed 
the possibilities of the area 
around the F train stop on 
21st Street.

“We must make con-
versions at the old loft 
buildings there to attract 
the tech crowd. It’s the 
only stop on the F line that 
connects with Roosevelt Is-
land,” he said, referring to 
the Cornell NYC Tech cam-
pus now being built there.

Weisbrod agreed, say-
ing, “That’s a corridor that 
really cries out for upgrad-
ing, whether it’s for indus-
trial expansion, whether 
it’s technology, whether it’s 
residential or ideally  con-
ceivably for all. That’s to 
me the real exciting chal-
lenge of Long Island City, 
which is ow do we manage 
to create a new topology 
that engages all of these 
great needs of the city?”

Thought Leaders like Carl Weisbrod (l.), the director of City Planning, 
lead discussions at the LIC Summit. Photo by Bill Parry

Succesful LIC Summit 
brings some new ideas

If you think it’s impossible to  your home,

THINK AGAIN!
Even if you were turned down before, you may now qualify

for the .

HSOSTNA

Contact  Emily Y. Lui - Mortgage Consultant 
at 347.276.8123 to learn more.

If the new loan is secured by your primary residence and the unpaid principal balance exceeds the property’s fair market value, the 
interest on the portion of the unpaid principal balance that is greater than the fair market value of your primary residence is not 
deductible for federal income tax purposes. You should consult a tax advisor for further information regarding the deductibility of 
interest and charges.

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. 
Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are 
believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not 
an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans are 
subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products, and/or programs, or incentives are 
available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply. New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State 
Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, 
MA, NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 04/15/2014 *Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

NMLS#344503

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Father Frank Spacek, Chaplain at Christ 
the King High School (Class of ’88 Alumni), 
installed six new Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion at the End of Year School 
Mass. Each of the six had completed the 
Liturgy Workshop sponsored by the Brook-
lyn Diocese at Bishop Ford on Saturday, 
April 26 and were approved by their pas-
tors as suitable candidates. 

The Eucharistic Ministers will distribute 
Holy Communion at all the School Masses 
and be eligible to serve in their home par-
ishes according to the need and discretion 
of their pastors.   

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 
is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Pictured: Installed Eucharistic Ministers: Aaron Ara-
na, Edison Cahuana, Meagan Fontanez, Juan Obre-
gon, Elizabeth Quagliariello and Frankelly Rosado, 
along with Principal Peter Mannarino, CK Chaplain Fr. 
Frank Spacek, and Campus Minister Sister Elizabeth 
Graham, CSJ.

Christ the King High School Installs 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

“That’s the program 
that previously received 
the most support from 
House Republicans,” said 
Lally, who said he worked 

on national immigration 
initiatives under the Bush 
administration from 2006-
07.

Both Labate and Lally 
live on Long Island, but 
each candidate said they 
see the same issues hurting 
the Queens neighborhoods 

that are included in the dis-
trict as they see in Nassau 
and Suffolk counties.

When voters hit the 
polls Tuesday, Labate and 
Lally each hope to come out 
on top and give Republican 
voters the best candidate to 
face Israel in November.

Continued from Page 4 

GOP



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UNE 20–26, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
35

BTHappiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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BY JUAN SOTO

It was just last year 
that Abdul was about to 
lose his one-family Ozone 
Park property to the bank.

A 60-year-old bus driv-
er, Abdul bought the house 
back in 1998 and had been 
paying his monthly mort-
gage regularly until 2010. 
That year, his wife had a 
terrible traffic accident 
and the family fell behind 
on the bank payments.

Two incomes became 
one, and the family had 
trouble paying its bills.

Fortunately, Abdul, 
with the help of Queens 
Legal Services, was able to 
save his house under a 2009 
law that requires banks to 
have mandatory confer-
ences with homeowners to 
work out settlements in a 
courtroom.

“The bank gave me a 
really hard time,” said the 

homeowner, who asked 
that his last name not be 
published. “I though I was 
going to lose my house.”

According to the New 
York Unified Court System, 
91,522 of these settlement 
conferences took place in 
New York City between 
October 2012 and October 
2013.

Of those, just 10,346 
ended in foreclosure.

On June 11, the state 
Assembly voted 56-1 to re-
new the law, which has 
saved the homes of thou-
sands of New Yorkers. The 
current version of the law 
is set to expire in 2015.

The bill to expand 
these groundbreaking pro-
tections for another five-
year period was introduced 
by state Sen. Jeff Klein (D-
Bronx) and state Assembly-
womanHelene Weinstein 
(D-Brooklyn).

“Foreclosures take 

a toll on entire neighbor-
hoods and can destroy oth-
erwise safe, beautiful ar-
eas,” said Klein.

According to a report 
released by the Assembly, 
a total of 10,060 Queens 
homeowners are falling 
behind on their mortgage 
payments and are in dan-
ger of foreclosure. Of that 

number, the report pointed 
out, 9,360 are in minority 
neighborhoods.

“The crisis is not over,” 
Franklin Romeo, direc-
tor of the Homeowner and 
Consumer Rights Project 
of Queens Legal Services, 
told TimesLedger Newspa-
pers. Romeo said southeast 
Queens, particularly Ja-

maica, South Jamaica and 
St. Albans, were vulnerable 
along with similar pockets 
in Flushing, East Elmhurst 
and Corona.

Southeast Queens was 
the epicenter of the  fore-
closure earthquake in the 
city following the market 
collapse in 2008 and one of 
the biggest areas affected 
by the housing crisis in the 
whole country.

“This year we are ex-
periencing a slight increase 
of foreclosures compared to 
last year,” Romeo said.

His organization pro-
vides free legal services to 
individuals facing pre-clo-
sure proceedings.

The passage of the bill 
extending the court manda-
tory settlement conferences 
was also applauded by the 
state coalition New Yorkers 
for Responsible Lending. 
The group, like the Assem-
bly, urged Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo to sign the bill.
“The mandatory set-

tlement process has been a 
model nationally,” the co-
alition said in a statement, 
pointing out that before 
the 2009 law, more than 90 
percent of foreclosure cases 
ended in judgments against 
the homeowners.

Abdul hopes the same 
protections that saved him 
from losing his home will 
continue to support Queens 
neighborhoods.

“I was able to negotiate 
a loan modification in these 
settlement conferences,” he 
said. “Without the help of 
Queens Legal Services and 
the settlement conferences, 
I wouldn’t have my home 
today.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Thousands of New Yorkers lost their homes during the housing 
crisis. Photo AP/Paul Sakuma

Advocates push for extension of bill to stop foreclosures
State law credited with saving thousands of New Yorkers from losing homes over last fi ve years 
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NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$34900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$48900$63900

COUPON

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$13900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS OR
HOPPERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

ON SALE
$18900

REG.
$39900

COUPON

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors 
& Sizes available

37500Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON
GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7 '

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

CUSTOM-SIZED!

CUSTOM-PAINTED
STEEL DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:
REG. $149900
• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
   Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt
• Full line of Fiberglass 
   Doors also available

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO
SALES

TAX

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING
Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

FREE
in Home

Estimates

SALE PRICES VALID JUNE 1st -JUNE 30th, 2014

Top Quality And Low Prices For 27 Years We’ve Proven It Can Be Done • Top Quality And Low Prices For 27 Years We’ve Proven It Can Be Done

TOP QUALITY AND LOW PRICES
FOR 27 YEARS WE’VE PROVEN IT CAN BE DONE

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or
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BY PREM CALVIN PRESHAD

The Richmond Hill-
based community organi-
zation Indo-Caribbean Alli-
ance held its second annual 
fund-raising gala June 7at 
the Venetian Terrace on 
114th Street.

The event honored 
individuals and organiza-
tions that have made a sig-
nificant contribution to the 
Indo-Caribbean commu-
nity in Queens.

The theme for the event 
was “An Empire State of 
Mind,” and vocalist Ashton 
Ramdehal did a rendition 
of Jay-Z and Alicia Keys’ 
“Empire State of Mind.”

Notable attendees in-
cluded Nisha Agarwal, com-
missioner of immigrant 
affairs. In addition, cham-
pion boxer Elton Dharry, 
the reigning Miss Guyana 
World and world-famous 
vocalist Terry Gajraj made 
special appearances.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) and 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) sent citations for 
the honorees.

“As the largest South 
Asian group in NYC, and 
with Guyanese as the sec-
ond largest foreign-born 
group in Queens, we’re 

increasingly influencing 
the political, economic and 
social culture of this great 
city,” said Richard David, 
ICA executive director.

The Queens Village-
based Natraj Center for 
the Performing Arts was 
honored for 25 years of 
providing a space for the 
expression of Indian dance, 
drama and music. Members 
of the center performed a 
dance at the event in honor 
of their co-founder and hon-
oree, Barbara Lemoine.

“Aunty” Barbara cur-
rently serves as director 
of the Natraj Center, which 
holds regular classes in In-
dian dance.

“Our honorees repre-
sent the accomplishments 
and impact the Indo-Carib-
bean community has made 
here in New York,” David 
said.

Honoree Gaiutra Ba-
hadur received the inaugu-
ral Icon Award for author-
ing the acclaimed “Coolie 
Woman: The Odyssey of In-
denture,” a book that melds 
research and narratives of 
Indo-Caribbean women, in-
cluding the author’s great-
grandmother, as they jour-
neyed from Calcutta to the 
Caribbean.

The book has received 

international recognition, 
including the Orwell Prize, 
Britain’s highest award for 
political writing.

The Business Leader-
ship Award was awarded 
to brothers George Sub-
raj, Ken Subraj and Jay 
Sobhraj, of Zara Realty 
Corp. Ken Subraj, senior 
vice president of Zara, ac-
cepted the award on before 
of the collective honorees.

“Clean, Safe, Comfort-
able and Affordable” has 
been the motto of Zara Re-
alty Corp. since its found-
ing by George Subraj in the 
1980s, and since then the 
group has expanded to over 
30 apartment complexes in 
the city. The brothers are 
known for their charitable 
contributions in both Guy-
ana and in New York, most 
notably in 2008 when they 
sponsored a team of doctors 
from Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center to perform 
the first kidney transplant 
in Guyana.

“These are exciting 
times for our community. 
Our gala is a fund-raising 
event to support ICA in its 
programs, services and ad-
vocacy to meet the needs of 
this growing population,” 
David concluded.

Ken Subraj, executive vice president of Zara Realty Holding Corporation, author Gaiutra Bahadur and 
Barbara Lemoine, director of the Natraj Center for the Performing Arts, are among the night’s honor-
ees. Photo courtesy Tony Tone-Double 00 Photography

Rich Hill group honors 
Indo-Caribbean backers

Come Visit

102 Audrey Avenue, Oyster Bay
We are open Sat. & Sun. 10 AM – 4 PM
and invite you to our Visitor Center,
Theodore Roosevelt’s 
historic train station, 
display yard with railroad 
equipment and turntable.

This year we are

celebrating the 1964–1965

New York World’s Fair with

a collection of memorabilia,

photos and “O” scale layout

of the LIRR pavilion. Go aboard

the famed Alco Diesel cab and

other historic rolling stock

at the display yard.

Contact Us at 516–558–7036
or on the web at www.obrm.org

Admission: $5.00 Adults, $4.00 Seniors 62+, $3.00 Children 6–12, 5 and Under FREE 

DESCRIPTION:

 Yorkshire Terrier

 Female

 Mostly Black Fur Mixed with  
 Brownish Gold 

 Short Haired  
 (Recent Haircut)

 Dog is Microchipped

Missing from Sunday,  
June 15th around 6–7pm near 
227th St. and 67th Ave.
 
Last Seen Near Cloverdale 
Blvd. and Alley Pond Park
 
IF FOUND OR SIGHTED 
PLEASE CALL  

718-702-0382
 

REWARD  
WILL BE GIVEN

MISSING DOG
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Instead of finishing up 
their wedding plans, Van-
essa McKinley had to orga-
nize a funeral for her fiancé 
after he was fatally shot in-
side a Springfield Gardens 
lounge over the weekend.

“Never in a million 
years did I think I would be 
burying him and we would 
be leaving each other this 
way,” McKinley said of 
35-year-old Timothy Tripp.

Tripp, a doting South 
Jamaica dad, was slain in 
an early morning shooting 
Saturday at Edge Bar and 
Lounge, at 125-22 Merrick 
Blvd., police and relatives 
said.

McKinley said a me-
morial service for Tripp 
would be held Thursday 
from 5-7 p.m. at Maranatha 
Baptist Church, at 112-42 
Springfield Blvd., followed 
by a funeral at 7 p.m. at the 
same location. 

On Father’s Day, loved 

ones gathered at the place 
where he died to light can-
dles and release balloons in 
Tripp’s memory.

“He was very big on Fa-
ther’s Day because he was a 
father not only one day but 
he was a father every day,” 
McKinley said of Tripp and 
his 11-year-old daughter, 
Tameia.

Authorities said they 
responded to the shooting 
just after 2:30 a.m. Satur-
day, and Tripp, who had 
been shot in the head and 
torso, was pronounced dead 
at the scene.

“He just went out to 
have a drink,” McKinley, 41, 
said, explaining that Tripp 
had headed out around 
11:30 p.m. and asked her 
to set aside his dinner for 
when he got home.

“He said, ‘Babe, I’ll 
be back. I’m going to come 
back and eat my food.’ And 
he never came back,” she 
said.

Early Saturday McKin-

ley said she received a call 
informing her that there 
had been an altercation 
in the nightclub and her 
fiancé had been wounded. 
When she went over to the 
lounge, Tripp’s body was 
inside as police performed 
their investigation.

A spokesman for the 
NYPD said Wednesday 
they had arrested James 
Walker, a 31-year-old St. 
Albans man, and charged 
him with carrying a loaded 
40-caliber Sig Sauer hand-
gun, but authorities be-
lieved the shooter was still 

on the loose. 
McKinley said she was 

hopeful that Tripp’s killer 
would be caught.

“They took away my 
friend, my heart, my part-
ner,” she said, breaking 
down into tears.

Tripp had opened The 
Men’s Room, a clothing 
shop on Baisley Boulevard, 
with McKinley about three 
years ago and worked as a 
foreman with ironworkers 
through Local 46. He also 
volunteered as a football 
coach at Jamaica High 
School and with the Jamai-
ca Bulldogs youth football 
league, loved ones said.

McKinley said she and 
Tripp started dating about 
eight years ago and were 
hoping to wed in 2015.

“We were still trying 
to figure out a date for next 
year,” she said.

Tripp’s father, Thomas 
Tripp, described his son 
as a good guy and a family 
man.

“I cant understand 
what happened. I can’t 
understand why someone 
killed my son,” Thomas 
Tripp said.

And McKinley said her 
fiancé acted as a parent to 
both his daughter and her 
21-year-old son.

“He was a great father. 
He loved his daughter to 
death,” McKinley said.

On Saturday after-
noon, Tripp had planned to 
attend his daughter Tame-
ia’s annual dance recital, 
and she only found out af-
terward that her father had 
been killed.

“She went to her re-
cital. She had a great per-
formance. She didn’t know 
anything, but she got a 
little sad because she didn’t 
hear his voice cheering,” 
McKinley said. “She didn’t 
find out until later on that 
evening that her father was 
not coming back because 
he was shot.”

Timothy Tripp is pictured with his fiancée, Vanessa McKinley. 
Photo courtesy Vanessa McKinley 

Queens dad  honored at Father’s Day vigil after murder

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“My aunt died in peace and comfort in her beloved Brooklyn,
thanks to Calvary’s end-of-life care.”

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

“My Aunt Maryann was like a sister to me. I loved her dearly, just as much 
as she loved our family – and Brooklyn. When terminal cancer invaded her 
precious body, Calvary Home Hospice was there to take her out of pain. 
When it was necessary to move to a hospital, you were there once again 
at Calvary Hospital in Brooklyn, with your same expert palliative comfort 
and care. Calvary never missed a beat in caring for my aunt – and for us. 
Thanks to you, my Aunt Maryann was able to stay in her beloved Brooklyn. 
As a nurse and a niece, thank you, Calvary. I will never forget you.”

– Colleen Lee, RN
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BY BILL PARRY

A pair of brothers 
from East Elmhurst will 
represent New York City at 
the National All-American 
Race in Akron, Ohio, in 
July after capturing both 
divisions at the annual 
Flushing Meadow Soap Box 
Derby Saturday.

Myles Warner, 15, won 
the Superstock Division 
while his 7-year-old brother 
Zander, who was racing 
for the first time, took the 
checkered flag in the Stock 
Division.

Myles and Zander are 
among eight Warner broth-
ers from 104th Street.

The derby, held every 
year since 1986, features 
fiberglass cars assembled 
by boys and girls ages 7 to 
17 with the help of their par-
ents.

The cars can reach 

speeds of 30 mph depending 
on the slope of the hill they 
are racing on. The NYPD 
closed off a block-long por-
tion of 23rd Avenue at 94th 
Street in East Elmhurst for 
the five hours of racing in 
numerous heats by 30 rac-
ers.

Each car is sponsored 
by a community group, 
church or elected official. 
GNB Auto Repair, at 85-05 
Astoria Blvd. sponsored 
Myles’ soap box racer. 
“We’ve been doing it for 
a few years now,” Man-
ager Guiseppe Bargellino 
said. “We’re really happy 
for Myles and his family, 
they’re good people.”

The First Baptist 
Church of East Elmhurst 
sponsored Zander’s car. 
“It’s always exciting to help 
the young people in the 
community,” Rev. Patrick 
Henry Young said. “It’s 

such a great event every 
year. It gives the children 
a chance to show off their 
skill and their character 
and that’s the greatest re-
ward you can get.”

The Soap Box Derby is 
also a fun event for the resi-
dents of the neighborhood. 
Along both sides of the road 
were family and friends of 
the soap box racers in picnic 
chairs and blankets. There 
was barbecue from several 
grills and a DJ blasted mu-
sic all afternoon.

“It was a real nice 
event,” FMSBD Director 
Henry Foster said. “We 
have as much fun as the 
kids and the community re-
ally supports us and has a 
good time, too.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

For decades anguished 
New York City tenants have 
shown up at often chaotic 
hearings to plead for relief 
from an ever-skyward spi-
ral in stabilized rents with 
a bold few even demanding 
a freeze.

But this year, many 
hopeful renters say a freeze 
in rents could become a 
reality come Monday eve-
ning.

The difference is that 
Mayor Bill De Blasio ap-
pointed six of the nine mem-
bers of the Rent Guidelines 
Board, which determines 
how much landlords can 
raise rents.  The board is 
scheduled to meet June 23.

Prior to his election 
as mayor, de Blasio had ap-
peared sympathetic to the 
renters of just under 1 mil-
lion rent-stabilized apart-
ments, including 144,000 in 
Queens, but has not men-

tioned the subject since he 
took office.

In May, the Rent Guide-
lines Board set the range it 
was considering for rent in-
creases at 0 to 3 percent for 
one-year leases. For two-
year leases, the board set 
the limits from 0.5 percent 
and 4.5 percent.

It would bring the low-
est increases since before 
1969, when the board ap-
proved 2 percent raises for 
one-year leases and 4 per-
cent for two-year leases.

Queens renters were 
expected to express them-
selves this week  at a Rent 
Guidelines Board meeting 

hearing at Borough Hall.
City Council Speaker 

Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan), city Public 
Advocate Letitia James 
and city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer were among the 
elected officials who have 
spoken out in favor of a rent 
freeze.

“The bottom line is 
that the Rent Guidelines 
Board has been stacked 
against tenants for many, 
many years,” Stringer 
said.

“Apartments renting 
for $1,000 or less — a criti-
cally important price point 
for many low-income New 
Yorkers — are rapidly dis-
appearing from our city,” 
Stringer said. “An exami-
nation of inflation-adjusted 
rents revealed that from 
2000 to 2012 some 400,000 
apartments renting for 
$1,000 or less [in 2012 dol-
lars] were pushed above the 

SCOTT STRINGER

Soap box races won by a pair
of brothers in East Elmhurst

Rent Guidelines Board likely 
to approve historic lease freeze

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Continued on Page 53
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Work on Cornell Uni-
versity’s new Roosevelt 
Island tech campus is un-
derway.

Officials in charge of 
the development came to 
Queens Monday to update 
the Borough Board on the 
complex’s progress.

Cornell University and 
Israel’s Technion-Israel In-
stitute of Technology in 
Haifa won a bid to build a 
new tech school on the 12-
acre site in 2011.

Workers have started 
demolishing the Coler Gold-
water Specialty Hospital & 
Nursing Facility to make 
room for the first phase of 
the new campus, which is 
scheduled to be finished in 
summer 2017. The school is 
expected to open that fall.

Andrew Winters, who 
is leading the develop-

ment, said the site’s demo-
lition crew has removed 
all the debris via barge as 
was agreed on during the 
Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure to cut down on 
truck traffic going through 
Queens.

“[That] translates into 
over 950 truck trips that 
have been eliminated from 
the streets of Roosevelt Is-
land and Queens,” Winters 
said.

The campus will in-
clude an academic build-
ing, a residential building 
for students and faculty, a 
hotel, 7 acres of open space 
and a co-location building, 
which will have some aca-
demic space in addition to a 
section leased to tech-relat-
ed businesses.

“Part of the idea of this 
campus is to bring together 
the academic world and the 
business world,” Winters 

said.
Borough Board mem-

bers commended the proj-
ect, but some took issue 
with the height of the resi-
dential building, which 
will have around 350 apart-
ments.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) said the 
285-foot tower will block 
Queens’ view of the Ed 
Koch-Queensboro Bridge, 
which connects Astoria to 
Roosevelt Island.

“I love the idea of the 
project and I know that 
you need to put residential 
space in it,” she said. “I just 
don’t know if that large 
tower is fair to the people 
in Queens.”

Winters said the tower 
is shorter than the bridge 
and is under the 320-foot 
maximum zoning regula-
tions.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Rap stars Drake and 
Lil Wayne have nearly qua-
drupled admission rates 
charged at the Forest Hills 
Stadium.

The West Side Ten-
nis Club, which owns the 
century-old stadium, hired 
Madison House Presents 
to organize concerts at the 
venue last summer in an 
effort to help finance the 
historic structure’s preser-
vation.

Madison House Pres-
ents announced last week 
that Aubrey “Drake” Gra-
ham, a Canadian hip-hop 
musician, and Lil Wayne, 
a New Orleans artist who 
founded the rap record la-
bel Young Money, would 
perform at the stadium 
Aug. 19. Tickets are selling 
for $69 to $400 on the ven-
ue’s website.

Admission to the sta-
dium’s other shows went 
for more modest prices. 
Entrance to the folk group 
Zac Brown Band’s concert 
this Saturday ranges from 
$79.50 to $104.50, according 
to the venue’s website.

Tickets for the Aug. 
9 performance by indie 
bands Modest Mouse and 
Brand New went for $47.50 
to $59.50.

And Madison House 

Presents charged $74 for en-
trance to the English rock 
band Mumford and Son’s 
show last summer, which 
The West Side Tennis Club 
described as a trial.

Madison House Pres-
ents did not return requests 
for comment.

The concert booking 
company previously said 
it issued refunds for the 
Mumford and Sons concert 
because attendees com-
plained the venue was over-
sold and too crowded.

At a meeting with the 
surrounding community 
last month, Madison House 
Presents said it would sell 
3,000 to 4,000 fewer tickets 
this season.

The company also com-
mitted to using an assigned 
seating system to prevent 
throngs of fans from crowd-
ing the streets near the sta-

Hi-hop artist Drake is sched-
uled to perform at Forest 
Hills Stadium in August. 

Donald Traill/Invision/AP

Forest Hills Stadium books 
rappers Drake and Lil Wayne

Cornell starts demolition 
for Roosevelt Isle campus

Continued on Page 42
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BY JUAN SOTO

Growing up as a kid in 
Jamaica in the 1980s, chem-
istry professor Kwesi Amoa 
collected cans and plastic 
bottles to buy clothes for 
the next school year.

It was his father, Amoa 
explained, who “initiated 
the spark” for making some 
money and cleaning up the 
environment. His dad, a 
retired bus driver, also col-
lected cans to supplement 
the family’s income, he 
said.

Decades later, the fac-
ulty member at Medgar 
Evers College in Brooklyn 
is resurrecting the idea but 
with a different goal.

Amoa wants to raise 
funds through a can and 
bottle collection initiative 
to support a scholarship 
program for southeast 
Queens C-average senior 
high school students.

“As a college professor, 
I constantly see good stu-
dents not having enough 
money to pay for their col-
lege education,” Amoa said. 
“Recycling is a great way 
to financially support a 
person going to college and 
help the environment at the 
same time.”

Although the ultimate 
plan is to raise as much as 
$100,000, a more modest 
goal will be to collect as 
much as $7,000 before the 
end of fiscal year 2014.

The Recycle for Edu-
cation program, as a re-
demption center, will get 
3.5 cents for every bottle or 
plastic bottle they turn in 
under the 1982 New York 
State Bottle Bill.

People who bring cans 
and bottles into the Recycle 
for Education Center, at 

200-07 Murdock Ave. in St. 
Albans, can either get paid 
5 cents per can or donate 
the containers for the pro-
gram.

Amoa pointed out that 
New Yorkers threw away 
more than $110 million of 
5-cent plastic bottles and 
cans in the last year, ac-
cording to the state De-
partment of Taxation and 
Finance.

“There is an incred-
ible amount ... [of]  funding 
on unclaimed bottles and 
cans,” the chemistry pro-
fessor said.

State Assemblyman 
William Scarborough (D-
Jamaica) supports the idea 
because it helps young 
people and it keeps the en-
vironment clean.

“It is a shame that 
so much money is being 
unclaimed,” said Scarbor-
ough. “It is an excellent 
idea, and we must get the 
word out about this won-
derful program.”

Last Saturday, Scar-
borough, Amoa, communi-
ty leaders and kids held an 
event at Roy Wilkins Park 
to kick off the initiative.

“I want to see this ini-
tiative succeed,” the assem-
blyman added.

The promoters for 
Recycle for Education are 
close to working out a deal 
with the rental car compa-
ny Enterprise to have the 
business collect cans and 
bottles at its 26 offices in 
the region.

“We are trying to set 
up a pickup schedule,” the 
chemistry professor said. 
“This way he bottles and 
cans they collect when they 
clean up their cars will go 
towards the scholarship 
program.”

The idea of provid-
ing tuition assistance for 
C-average high school se-
niors evolved, Amoa said, 
because  there are “plenty 
of funding opportunities” 
for A and B students.

But the C-average is 
just a start. Students will 
have to hit the books hard-
er than in high school.

“The students have to 
show improvements after 
every semester in college,” 
he said. “This way hey be-
gin with a C and they end 
up with an A.”

Is chronic constipation  
a problem for you?
Are you experiencing less than  
3 bowel movements per week?
Consider joining a research study for individuals with chronic constipation. If you’re aged 

18-80 and experiencing less than 3 bowel movements a week, you may qualify. If you 

qualify, study exams and investigational drug will be provided to you at no cost. There 

may be compensation for your travel.

Call Manhattan Medical Research to learn more! 
917-409-3931 or ltisdale@manhattanmedicalresearch.com

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 
New York’s largest 

group of community 
newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Promoters of the original scholarship program during the Recycle 
for Education kick off at Roy Wilkins Park in St. Albans. Photo 

courtesy William Scarborough 

Collecting cans turns
trash into scholarships

dium.
Besides traffic, neigh-

bors have also complained 

about noise and encounters 
with intoxicated concert-
goers.

Saturday’s show will 
help break in a new stage. 
The stadium was also slat-
ed to get new seats and have 
handrails installed and 

aisles widened before the 
concerts kick off.

Madison House Pres-
ents said it expected to hold 
six concerts at the stadium 
this summer. The remain-
ing three performers have 
not yet been announced.

Continued from Page 41 

Concerts
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BY MERLE EXIT

With Pride Month winding 
down, Flushing Town Hall has 
decided to celebrate the borough’s 
diversity with a special concert 
honoring Queens’ LGBTQ and 
immigrant communities. 

The show, “LGBTQ Immi-
grant Voices,” includes perfor-

mances by singers, actors, dancers 
and musicians, who call Queens 
home and who have ties to both the 
city’s gay and lesbian scene and its 
immigrant population.

“Our hope is that highlight-
ing the works of several LGBTQ 
immigrant performers will help 
to overcome the challenges that 
many face and break barriers 

through a collective cultural ex-
perience,” Ellen Kodaek, execu-
tive and artistic director of Flush-
ing Town Hall, said. 

Mahina Movement, a trio of 
musicians based in New York, but 
originally from Peru, Ireland and 
Tonga, will headline Saturday’s 
show with a concert. 

The trio, Gabriella Callender, 
Lorena Ambrosio and Vaimoana 
Litia Makakaufaki Niumeitolu, 

describe their music as a fusion of 
rhythm and blues, soul and folk. 
Mahina Movement, which comes 
from the Tongan world for moon 
and the Spanish word for imag-
ine, formed in 2000.

“Actually, Vaimoana was 
the one who brought the group 
together looking to bring voices 
of women of color together,” Cal-
lender said. 

GLITTER GLITTER 
BE GAY, LESBIAN, BI, TRANSGENDER OR QUESTIONING

AND

Flushing Town Hall show honors Queens diversity 
with spotlight on LGBTQ-immigrant communities

Continued on Page 49

Trio Mahina Movement, Gabriella Callender (l. to r.), Lorena Ambrosio and Vaimoana Litia Makakaufaki Niumeitolu, headline 
Saturday’s LGBTQ Immigrant Voices concert at Flushing Town Hall. Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall

TiTTTTTTTiT memememememememememeemememememeeemememeemeememmmmemememememeememmmmmeeeemememmeemeemmmmmm ssssssssssssss

IF YOU GO
LGBTQ Immigrant Voices

When: Saturday, June 21, at 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/adults, $10/members 
and students
Contact:(718) 463-7700
Website; www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Sudoku 44 
Arts & Entertainment 46 

Crossword Puzzle 46 
Guide to Dining 50 
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Answers in Sports

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

PRODUCTIONS

“12 Angry Men” — Theatre 
Time Productions presents the 
classic court room drama.
When: June 21 to June 29, 
Friday and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St.
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors 
and children 13 and younger
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

“We Women Do It Better!/
Nosotras Hacemos Mejor!” 
— This one-woman comedy 
focuses on a sexy, funny 
and adult workshop about 
professional growth as taught 
by an attractive psychologist. 
Performed in English by Kathy 
Tejada and in Spanish by 
Soledad Lopez. 
When: Through June 29, Friday 
at 8 pm and Saturday at 3 pm in 
English, Saturday at 8 pm and 
Sunday at 4 pm in Spanish.
Where: Thalia Spanish 

Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $27, $25/seniors and 
students
Contact:(718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

“A Revue for You: From 
Stage to Screen” — The First 
String Players celebrate the 
music of Broadway and the 
movies. 
When: Friday, July 11, at 8 pm; 
Saturday, July 12, at 8 pm and 
Sunday, July 13, at 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-
01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: www.
fi rststringplayers.org

TRIAL BY JURY

Cast members of “12 Angry Men” 
rehearse a scene for the upcom-
ing performances of the Theatre 
Time Productions presentation. 
The show opens Saturday at the 
Colonial Church of Bayside, and 
runs for the next couple of week-
ends. For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit www.theatretime.org. 
Photo courtesy Theatre Time Productions
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Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway
Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

$7.50 MENU!
Tuesday–Friday 12pm–5:30pm 

SOUP AND SIDE HOUSE SALAD

ENTRÉE SALADS

PASTA

FLATBREAD SANDWICH & SIDE HOUSE SALAD

SMALL PIZZA & SODA

WE DELIVER 
TUESDAY–SATURDAY 

5PM–9:30PM

SUNDAY
5PM–8:30PM

BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

The Long Island City Com-
munity Gardens on 49th Avenue 
have been attracting residents 
after dark lately to a new interac-
tive light installation.

Flux Factory, LIC’s artist 
incubation laboratory, created 
“Nightlight” as a completely so-
lar-powered, garden-spanning 
piece developed by artists, build-
ers, computer programmers and 
even hackers. 

Among the sights through-
out the greenery are photographs 
of people climbing that are pro-
jected onto the walls of neighbor-
ing buildings, which create an il-
lusion with lights. There are also 
places within the garden where 
people can sit down and trigger a 
light to flicker on or even create a 
movable light show nearby. 

“Every time you sit in a spot, 
something falls from a tree or 
lights will go on,” Carnia Kauf-
man, co-organizer of the exhibit, 
said. “Lots of things need to be 

triggered, but there are a lot of in-
teractive things you can do.”

Kaufman said the idea for 

event was to create a public space 
where artists could engage with 
an audience while showing off 

their works. 
According to co-organizer 

Alex Nathanson, “finding a space 
was the biggest” challenge they 
faced. 

“It took a couple of months 
walking around the neighbor-
hood and talking to people in the 
Long Island City community,” he 
said.

One of Flux Factory’s goals 
for the project was to find a loca-
tion that people would not nor-
mally use at night. That way, 
organizers said, residents would 
discover the art installation and 
step inside someplace unexpect-
ed. 

Another issue that occurred 
was trying to figure out how to 
power the artists’ pieces in an en-
vironmentally friendly way.

“The entire show is solar 
powered,” said Nathanson.

The Flux Factory was able 
to fund this event by grants from 
the city Department of Cultural 
Affairs in partnership with the 
City Council, the Andy Warhol 

Foundation for Visual Arts and 
the New York State Council on 
the Arts with the support of Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and the state Leg-
islature.

This show will continues un-
til June 28 with a closing perfor-
mance by artist Merche Blasco. 

During the time the event is 
going on, people within the area 
will be able to access Wi-Fi and 
post photos and comments about 
the function.

“It will be open every evening 
after sunset,” said Kaufman.

Flux Factory’s new exhibit brightens the evening
‘Nightlight’ brings solar-powered illuminating installations to Long Island City Community Gardens

One of the attendees at “Nightlight’s” opening party stands in front of Morgan 
Street’s installation. Photo courtesy Flux Factory

IF YOU GO
“Nightlight” 

When: Through June 28, nightly 
beginning at dusk
Where: Long Island City 
Community Gardens, 49th Avenue 
between Vernon Boulevard and 
5th Street, Long Island City
Cost; Free
Contact: (347) 669-1406
Website: www.fl uxfactory.org
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THE CLINTON RESTAURANT

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4571 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

SERVING: Steak  Chicken  Veal
Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

OPEN AT NOON 7 DAYS A WEEK

Babich Family Owned 
Since 1939

H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

IN OUR 75TH YEAR!

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

 

Across
1. Remain unsettled
5. 20% of MCCLV
9. Atkins diet no-nos
14. Pack away
15. Muddy up
16. Ready for anything
17. "No problem"
18. "The ___ Love" (Al Jolson 
tune)
19. Craze
20. Busy area of Manhattan
23. It precedes "the land of the 
free"
24. Hindu Mr.
25. Scuttlebutt
27. GI's cureall pill
30. Stains
32. Marchers' beliefs
36. Vaughan of jazz
38. 15-ball cluster
40. Numero uno
41. Big Apple tourist attraction
44. NASA subj.
45. Calculus calculation
46. The Little Mermaid
47. Batik artist's skill
49. E.P.A. concern
51. Doctor's charge
52. Glow
54. Something often twisted apart
56. "60 Minutes" airer
59. Big Apple landmark
64. Monopoly purchase
66. Like a good loser?
67. Civil War's Robt. ___
68. Battery terminal
69. It helps you get a leg up
70. Great review
71. Pop choice
72. Fringe
73. PGA part

AL CAPP'S WORLDCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 20-26, 2014

By Ed Canty

The Big Apple

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

S A A B A B O D E S I D E
A L D O L U R E R A N N E
F E A R L E S S F O S D I C K
E X P A T R I O T C A T
C I T R T E N A T I O N
O S S E R A D A R A D O

R U S D I S A S T E R
D A I S Y M A E A B N E R

T I G E R R A G L S U
O R R O U T E R B A S S
M E E T U P O C T C P A

E A T S E C R E T A R Y
S A D I E H A W K I N S D A Y
I D O L I D E E S P I N E
T A N S T E S T S S A G S

Down
1. Attention-getter
2. Case for tweezers and such
3. Standard
4. Hardly Mr. Cool
5. Singing Bing
6. Vanquisher
7. In ___ of (replacing)
8. Trojan War epic
9. Cell phone feature
10. Miss. neighbor
11. Attorney General Janet
12. French cheese
13. Christmas tree topper
21. Hindu holy man
22. Talk show host Lake
26. Potato, e.g
27. Syrian president
28. Easy mark
29. Orange container
31. Hotel amenities

33. Printing flourish
34. First name in perfume
35. Newspaper section
37. Skylit lobbies
39. A loud and persistent noise
42. Tidal bore
43. Bread boiled and baked
48. Cores
50. Creamsicle color
53. Cavern, in poetry
55. Met offering
56. Crack from dryness
57. Shade of white
58. VCR button
60. Impact sound
61. "Poor me!"
62. Tach units
63. Sharp
65. Asner and Begley

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Summer Solstice Festival — A 
family event to welcome summer 
on the longest day of the year. 
Make ice cream the old-fashioned 
way, create sun-inspired art and 
play historic games. 
When: Saturday, June 21, from 
noon - 4 pm

Where: King Manor Museum, 
Rufus King Park, 90-04 161st St., 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.org

Summer Solstice Celebration 
— Welcome the arrival of summer 
with art workshops, picnics and 
a solstice ritual performed by 

Urban Shaman Mama Donna.
When: Saturday, June 21, from 
5 pm - dusk
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org
 
Festival de las Flores and 
Summer Solstice Celebration 
— The Colombian tradition of 
creating large medallions from 
fl owers comes to the QBG. 
Music and dance performances 
will also take place. 
When: Sunday, June 22, from 11 
am - 6 pm

Continued on Page 49
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BY MERLE EXIT

SPARC, Seniors Part-
nering with Artists City-
wide, marries members of 
the creative set with older 
residents in community 
arts projects across the five 
boroughs. 

Last week, partici-
pants at the Jewish Asso-
ciation Serving the Aging’s 
Rockaway Park Senior Cen-
ter had the chance to brush 
up on their Shakespeare 
with SPARC artist Lenny 
Leibowitz. 

“I’ve been working 
with an amazingly tal-
ented, brave and adventur-
ous group of seniors on the 
world of acting,” Leibowitz 
said. “What is being pre-
sented is an informal share 
discovery in front of people 
that uses some of the cor-
porate principles over the 
course of study on how to 
act.” 

The presentation in-
volved eight of the mem-
bers: Selma Kleinman, 
Rose Brief, Linda Green, 
Jeffrey Sobel, Geoffrey Sie-
gel, Howard Gorlitz, Ruby 
Ford and Phyllis Tatz.   

“I have trouble walk-
ing,” said Phyllis Tatz. 
“With this class I don’t 
feel like I’m old and handi-
capped.”

The finale of the pre-
sentation had Kleinman 
performing a monologue.

“SPARC Artist Lenny 
Leibowitz and participat-
ing seniors presented an 
hourlong theatrical ad-
venture that represented a 
sampling of the work since 
January, from playing an 
intention, to improvisation, 
to readings from ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ and ‘Hamlet,’” 
Daniel Arnow, who runs 
the SPARC program for 
the Queens Council on the 
Arts, said.

For a few hours each 
week, Leibowitz worked 
with the seniors at the cen-
ter on a different principle 

of acting. 
“If you can act Shake-

speare, you can act any-
thing,” Leibowitz said. 

“His work is a great means 
to transcend your limits.  
It’s as good, challenging 
and full-blooded as any-
thing gets.  Being that it 
was a course of study from 
when they were in school, it 
reverts back to their child-
hood.  It would be a miscon-
ception or false assumption 
to think that it was over 
their head.”

Leibowitz first inter-
viewed with Fay Schwim-
mer, director of the se-
nior center, to determine 
whether he was a good fit 
psychically, artistically 
and personality-wise but 
also whether his offerings 
in the world of drama was 
a good fit for these seniors’ 
desires.  

“JASA Rockaway 
Park seniors never cease 
to amaze me,” Schwimmer 
said. “This program keeps 
them socializing with each 
other, brought them out 

of their shyness and gives 
them the chance to uti-
lize both their brains and 
body.”

SPARC is a commu-
nity arts engagement pro-
gram that places artists-in-
residence at senior centers 
across the five boroughs of 
New York City to provide 
arts programs for older 
adults.  Grants were given 
by Queens Council on the 
Arts for this borough proj-
ect through the NYC Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs and 
Department of Aging.

This year the program 
placed 51 artists in 50 se-
nior centers in all five bor-
oughs. Residency projects 
have ranged from oral his-
tory projects, choral music, 
and dance to creative writ-
ing, painting and more.

For more information 
on SPARC programs, visit 
www.nyc.gov/nyculture.

WED., JUNE 25 • 6:30-10:30PM

Older residents keep their SPARC going
Seniors Partnering with Artists Citywide works to spur the over-60 crowd’s creative juices

SPARC artist Lenny Leibowitz puts some of his students through 
acting exercises at the JASA Rockaway Park Senior Center. 

Photo by Merle Exit
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Summer Entertainment 
Lineup

The Home Of Euro-Soul Cuisine

Situated on the border of Queens and Long Island is New York’s Newest upscale dining and ultra lounge. Pa-Nash is quickly becoming the talk of 
the town. They offer a unique Eurosoul Menu which is a Mediterranean and Moroccan fl are fused with Caribbean and Soul Food fl avors.

Open for Dinner Tues. - Thurs 5pm - 10pm, Fri & Sat 5pm-12am. Lounge Open Weds - Sat. 9pm - 2am with entertainment each night.
Come see what everyone is talking about and you too will “Live Life With A Dash Of Pa-Nash!”

www.panashnyc.com

Upscale & Stylish Dining 
is Now in Southeast Queens

Sunday Brunch Upscale Dress Code 
Fully Enforced

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
144–14 243rd Street
Rosedale, NY 11422

Tel: 718–978–6094

BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

Visitors to Queensborough 
Community College’s art gallery 
will soon be able to get an up-
close look at the destruction and 
devastation that the last quarter 
of a century has brought to Af-
ghanistan. 

Through Sept. 10, about 100 
of photographer Robert Nickels-
berg’s works from his book, “Af-
ghanistan: A Distant War,” will 
be on display. 

“It’s important for people 
to see this exhibit, particularly 
because it documents the period 
prior to 9/11,” said Nickelsberg, 
who pointed out that those were 
the years that followed the Soviet 
Union’s withdrawal from Aghani-
stan when the Marxist regime it 
supported fell  in 1989. “9/11 didn’t 
just happen with a flip of a switch 
and I watched it evolve. We’ve for-
gotten the past since 9/11 .”

President Barack Obama’s 
recent announcement about the 
gradual withdrawal of all U.S. 
soldiers stationed in Afghanistan 
provided Nickelsberg with the 

inspiration to organize the QCC 
show. 

“I hope it [the exhibit] in-
spires them [students] to go back 
and study the history of the re-
gion prior to 9/11,” he said.

The show includes about 100 

color photographs captured dur-
ing Nickelsberg’s visits to the 
war-torn country, particularly 
the suffering that everyday Af-
ghans have experienced.

“This work provides a cross-
over between departments and 

disciplines, the importance of his-
tory and the importance of taking 
stock, of keeping a record,” said 
Nickelsberg.

Nickelsberg spent 25 years 
in South Asia and started docu-
menting Afghanistan in 1988 

when he joined a group of Muja-
hedeen crossing the border from 
Pakistan during the war with the 
Soviet Union.

He has worked as a Time 
Magazine contract photographer 
for about 30 years, which is one 
of the many publications that pre-
sented his work.

Nickelsberg went through 
many tough times during when 
he was shooting photos in Af-
ghanistan. From intense heat to 
intense cold and not being able 
to receive information or find 
film-processing locations, it was 
a struggle for him.

“I hope everyone in the re-
gion can come and see it,” said 
Nickelsberg. “We forgot what 
happened prior to 9/11 and we 
shouldn’t do that.”

Afghanistan’s age of confl ict caught in photos
IF YOU GO

Afghanistan: A Distant War

When: Through Sept. 10
Where: Queensborough 
Community College Art Gallery, 
222-05 56th Ave., Oakland Gardens
Contact: (718) 631-6396

In this photo from May 1988, an Afghan soldier hands a flag to a departing Soviet soldier in Kabul during the first day of the 
Russian Army’s withdrawal from the country. Photo courtesy Robert Nickelsberg
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Although Callender 
serves as the group’s 
musical director and 
writes most of the songs, 
Ambrosio and Niumei-
tolu also contribute to the 
play lists.

The second part of 
the evening’s bill features 
five performers, all from 
Queens, who were select-
ed as part of an open call 
this past spring. 

Jackson Heights res-
ident Brad Bradley is an 
accomplished Broadway 
actor who has appeared 
in “Spamalot,” “Steel 
Pier” and “Billy Elliott” 
among other New York 
and touring shows. He 
will perform a set from 
his gay-themed one-man 
show “B Squared.”

Nadia Bourne, a 
singer, songwriter, mu-
sician and activist, at-
tends college at St. John’s 
University. Her parents 
settled in Queens after 
emigrating from South 
America and the West 
Indies. 

She plans on per-
forming her original ma-
terial about love, life and 
revolution at Saturday’s 
show. 

“It’s difficult to clas-
sify my music as I have 
so many genres and try 
to infuse them into a 
more folk style of music,” 

Bourne said. “I write 
about my experiences, 
which focus on being a 
lesbian.”

Singer Londel Col-
lier, who performs as 
KenJi, was born in South 
Jamaica and raised in 
South Carolina. A few 
years ago, he returned 
to Queens and settled in 
Flushing. He describes 
his songs as being about 
finding then losing love, 
and in the process of los-
ing love finding oneself.

Astoria resident 
Timothy Mathis is an 
award-winning play-
wright and composer, 
who wrote the musical 
“Sylvia So Far,” about 
the life of Stonewall vet-

eran and transgender 
pioneer Sylvia Rivera. He 
is currently working on 
a new show titled, “Wake 
Up Call,” and he may give 
the Flushing Town Hall 
audience a preview. 

Finally, Marissa 
Soo, a 20-year-old Flush-
ing resident, will sing 
some of her original mu-
sic, influenced from her 
family’s immigrant back-
ground from China, Ja-
pan, Russia and Poland. 

The concert, spon-
sored by Flushing Town 
Hall and Terraza 7 Café, 
received a grant from 
City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm. 

“I am proud to be 
able to fund such a unique 
and important event that 
shines light on the LGBT 
community, immigrants 
and on our home bor-
ough of Queens,” Dromm 
said. “Well done, Flush-
ing Town Hall, Terraza 7 
Café and the many talent-
ed performers featured 
in this showcase.”

Flushing Town Hall 
returns the complement 
to the councilman. 

“He, too, recognizes 
the importance of show-
casing the works of LG-
BTQ performers and, in 
particular, those who 
have emigrated to a bor-
ough that celebrates its 
diversity,” Kodadek said. 

GLITTERGLITTER
Continued from Page 43

Astoria playwright Timothy 
Mathis will participate in 
Saturday’s concert at Flushing 
Town Hall. Photo courtesy 

Flushing Town Hall

Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/
students and children
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

MUSIC

Kenny Brawner is Ray Charles 
— This theatrical-concert 
piece brings to life Charles’ 
music complete with 12-piece 
orchestra and backup singers. 
When: Friday, June 20, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.

Arts
Continued from Page 46

Cost: $20/adults, $15/members, 
$10/students
Contact; (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

LGBTQ Immigrant Voices — A 
LGBTQ-themed concert with 
headliners Mahina Movement 
and Queens-based performers 
and singers. 
When: Saturday, June 21, at 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/adults, $10/members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Lawn Concert at Crocheron 
Park — The Bayside Historical 
Society presents the group 

Something in Between. Rain 
date is June 29.
When: Sunday, June 22, at 6 pm
Where: Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue and the Cross Island 
Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Mets Concert Series — This 
year’s Mets concert series kicks 
off June 14 with a performance 
by 50 Cent. Concerts take place 
following that days game, and 
the show is included in the 
price of the game ticket.
When: Saturday, July. 12 — 
Huey Lewis and the News; and 
Saturday, Aug. 16 — Boyz II Men
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $17 — $163
Website: newyorkmets.mlb.

NYC’s summer concert season just 
got very cool with the Hot Jazz / Cool 
Garden 2014. Three hot NYC jazz 
bands will play in Louis’s Garden 
this summer: Emily Asher’s Garden 
Party on Friday, July 4th - Louis 
Armstrong’s birthday, Bria Skon-
berg Quartet on Saturday, July 19th 
and Gordon Au & the Grand Street 
Stompers on Saturday, August 16th.  
In true party tradition, concerts 
include complimentary red beans n’ 
rice based on Louis’s favorite recipe 
& sweet tea. And, since Louis always 
celebrated his birthday on July 4th 
birthday cake will be served during 
the Fourth of July concert! Hot Jazz 
/ Cool Garden, now in its 8th year, is 
a highlight to the Louis Armstrong 
House Museum’s Summer with 
Satchmo season. 

Meet the Bands:
Emily Asher’s Garden Party – Fri-
day, July 4th @ 2:00 pm
Led by Asher’s tenacious trombone 
and sweet vocals, this band of All-
stars from New York’s vibrant early 
jazz scene draws on a diverse rep-
ertoire of American standards and 
originals. From Louis Armstrong’s 
Enchanting Hot Fives and Duke El-
lington’s sophisticated melodies to 
the funky and soulful music of New 
Orleans brass bands.  Garden Party 
plays regularly in New York, Boston, 
Pennsylvania, has three West Coast 
Tours under their belt and was a 
featured band at The 2013 Super Jazz 
Ashdod international Jazz Festival in 
Israel.  The Wall Street Journal calls 
Garden Party “a deliberately prosaic 
name deviously calculated to describe 
a very exciting combo” and named 
their recent EP, “Carnival of Joy” a 
“superior album.” Louis Armstrong 
biographer, Ricky Riccardi raves that 
Garden Party is ”simply extraordi-
nary hot jazz played by some of the 
finest young musicians devoted to 
keeping this music alive today.”

Bria Skonberg Quartet – Saturday, 
July 19th @ 2:00 pm
The Bria Skonberg Quartet is a 
powerhouse combination of emerg-
ing talent in the New York jazz scene. 
Leader Bria Skonberg is “poised to be 
one of the most versatile and impos-
ing musicians of her generation” 
compliments the Wall Street Journal. 
This year she earned a Jazz Journal-
ists’ Association nomination for “Up 
and Coming Jazz Artist of The Year”, 
is included in Downbeat Magazine’s 
Rising Star Critics‘ Poll, and was 
honored a NY Bistro Award for “Out-
standing Jazz Artist”. Best known 
for her knowledge of classic jazz and 
instigative nature, she has created a 
style rooted in hot jazz, world percus-

sion, soul and modern effects for her 
new album “Into Your Own” (Ran-
dom Act Records 2014).  Bria brings 
with her Bassist Sean Cronin, a free 
spirited musical mastermind, Pianist 
Dalton Ridenhour who has been a fea-
tured artist at ragtime festivals since 
his early teens and Darrian Douglas 
on drums who moved to New Orleans 
in 2008 where he took over the drum 
chair in the Ellis Marsalis’ Quartet 
for the next four years.

Gordon Au & the Grand Street 
Stompers - Saturday, Aug. 16th @ 
2:00 pm
With one foot stomping in vintage 
tradition and the other in modern 
style, the Stompers featuring Gordon 
Au, trumpet; Matt Koza, clarinet; 
Jake Handelman, trombone; Nick 
Russo, banjo/guitar and Rob Adkins, 
bass delight audiences with every-
thing from Louis Armstrong hits and 
New Orleans favorites to exciting 
originals, covers of famous classical 
themes, and even their own joyous 
adaptations of Disney, TV, film, and 
pop music. Their appeal to both 
young and old – to both swing dancers 
and sit-down music lovers, has earned 
them a devoted and diverse following 
in their hometown of New York City. 
The Stompers have been featured at 
the famed Cafe Carlyle, the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art, the Pennsylvania 
Jazz Festival, the DIY Bushwick 
Music Festival, the New York Hot 
Jazz Festival; The Salon, Wit’s End, 
Shanghai Mermaid, Bobo’s Hallow-
een Masquerade Ball, New Jersey 
Swing, along with other swanky, cool 
venues.

Tickets for Hot Jazz /Cool Garden:
Advance tickets for Louis Armstrong 
House Museum’s Hot Jazz / Cool 
Garden include a complimentary 
Historic House Tour pass (good for 6 
months).  Advance single tickets are 
$18. A series subscription is available 
for $45 and includes reserved VIP 
seats.  Tickets at the door are $20. Ad-
vance tickets can only be purchased 
online at LouisArmstrongHouse.org. 
Parking is available in the neighbor-
hood and the museum is accessible by 
subway via the 7 train.

The Louis Armstrong House Museum 
is located at 34-56 107th Street in Co-
rona, Queens, New York. The museum 
is open Tuesday – Friday from 10:00 am 
to 5:00 pm and Saturday/Sunday from 
12:00 noon – 5:00 pm.  Travel directions 
and more at LouisArmstrongHouse.org 
or 718.478.8274. Thanks to the vision 
and funding of the Louis Armstrong 
Educational Foundation, the Louis 
Armstrong House Museum welcomes 
visitors from all over the world, six 
days per week, 52 weeks per year. 

Louis Armstrong’s Birthday Party Kicks Off 
Hot Jazz / Cool Garden Summer Concert Series
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521



TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UNE 20–26, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
51

BT

BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

In honor of the new 
Kaufman movie lot, Queens 
Council on the Arts will be 
hosting Saturday another 
block to support the High 
School to Art School portfo-
lio program.

During the block 
party, which will be held 
from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. at 
Kaufman Astoria Studios, 
people who attend will pay 
$35 to help fund the HS2AS 
program and will also have 
the chance to see some of 
the best films from Queens 
film festivals within the 
last year.

Different restaurants 
from Queens, such as Bare-
burger, Snowdonia, Ovelia 
and William Hallet, will 
be serving food through-
out the event. There will 
also be breweries such as 
SingleCut Beersmiths and 
Rockaway Brewing Co. 

present at the block party 
as well.

One portion of the block 
party will be a screening 
of different types of films 
ranging from animation to 
fiction, with a documenta-
ries from different Queens 
film festivals. The films 
range from three minutes 
to about 20 minutes.

Two of the films being 
presented are from students 
at the Frank Sinatra School 
of Arts. The school was in-
vited to present works from 
the students to the block 
party so they had their own 
film festival. The best films 
from that film festival were 
chosen.

Another activity that 
will be going on during the 
event will be a literary slam 
hosted by Audrey Dimola, a 
Western Queens poet. The 
literary slam will be a spo-
ken-word poetry presenta-
tion from poets throughout 

Queens.
“There will also be a 

10-by-10 interactive instal-
lation that you walk into to 
take selfies,” said QCA De-
velopment Manager Jackie 
DeDios. “It’s a vintage pho-
to booth that will encour-
age people to take selfies.”

Throughout the event, 
there will be live bands 
from Make Music New York 
playing at the entrance and 
DJ Locke will be deejaying 

inside the event.
HS2AS was originally 

a program from MoMA 
PS1 but was later brought 
over to Queens Council 
on the Arts. The program 
itself has been around for 
more than a decade. It was 
designed to help juniors 
and seniors in high school 
develop a portfolio for art 
school or college.

“They create their 
own artistic style and voice 

through paintings, mixed 
media, sculptures [etc.], 
that they can show to a [col-
lege] admission representa-
tive,” said DeDios.

The program runs 
from the fall until the 
summer and consists of 
five-hour classes Mon-
day through Thursday at 
Queens Council of the Arts, 
going to museums and put-
ting their art together.

“We are trying to help 
the students in the pro-
gram go to the college of 
their dream, so we have a 
lot of talented students who 
really need the support,” 
DeDios said “Come to the 
block party to help support 
that scholarship.”

  The block party is at 
the Kaufman lot at 34-12 
36th Street in Astoria.

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Dancers perform at a previous Queens Council on the Arts Block 
Party. Photo courtesy Queens Council on the Arts

QCA’s block party to fund high school art program
For over a decade, juniors and seniors have developed portfolios to give them an upper hand

The High School to Art School program aims  help high 
school juniors and seniors develop their art portfolios. 

Photo courtesy Queens Council on the Arts
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Stray Vintage, the little 
store at 48-09 Skillman Ave. in 
Sunnyside Gardens, has become 
a staple with shoppers looking 
for classic furniture, refinished 
jewelry, vintage barware, knick-
knacks and vinyl records.

When the owners took over 
the vacant space in 2006, they 
were not even sure what kind of 
store it would be.

“We didn’t plan on getting 
into the vintage business,” Dan 
Glasser said. “We were just wan-
dering around the neighborhood 
when we discovered the shop. We 
just fell in love with it and signed 
the lease before we figured out 
what we’d do with it.”

Dan and his wife Tara were 
living in upstate New Paltz, 
where the couple graduated from 
college.

“Tara got a job in film and 
was commuting here, that’s what 
drew us to this part of Queens,” 
Glasser said, adding that he had 
grown up in Breezy Point and 
still has family living there.

“We always liked to find 
bargains at flea markets and an-
tique dealers, so we figured out 
a way to make something work,” 
Tara said.

And they have found that 
residents share their passion for 
vintage merchandise.

“We do enough business 
that we always cover the rent,” 
Dan said. “When we have a good 

month, it’s a great month.”
But it helps that his wife 

kept working.
“It helps that I have a job 

with health benefits, that’s the 
key,” Tara said.

The Glassers believe they 
can do better at publicizing Stray 

Vintage through social media.
“We have a very active Fa-

cebook page and we use Word 
Press, but we’re still working on 
our website,” Dan said.

They have gotten involved 
in the local business commu-
nity in recent years, joining the 

Skillman Project, an associa-
tion of businesses, mostly pubs 
and restaurants. Dan also joined 
the Sunnyside Chamber of Com-
merce.

“There’s still more that 
we want to do, but we hope the 
neighborhood appreciates how 
amenable we are for getting spe-
cific things requested by our cus-
tomers,” Dan said.

They have even furnished 
some of their regulars’ entire 
apartments in Sunnyside Gar-
dens.

“We depend on our regular 
customers and we shop with this 
neighborhood in mind because 
it is so distinctive,” Tara said. 
“But every now and again some 
people from Manhattan discover 
us when they take sightseeing 
walks about the gardens.”

The best find they ever dis-
covered?

“That was a 1958 baby pram 
in exquisite condition, it was the 
Cadillac of baby carriages,” Dan 
said.

The strangest thing they 
ever found?

“That would have been a vi-
olet-ray light therapy gadget that 
heals sore joints,” Dan said.

Tara even remembered the 
customer who bought it.

“We sold it to some guy in 
Astoria who still has it in his 
collection of weird things,” she 
said.

Sunnyside business owners dig into past
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$1,000 threshold.”
Mark-Viverito said 

rent stabilization is vital 
to the welfare of racial and 
economic diversity.

“Over 60 percent of 
rent stabilized tenants are 
people of color and their 
median income is almost a 
third lower than tenants in 
market rate apartments,” 
Mark-Viverito said.

Over the past decade or 
longer, such an obstreper-
ous atmosphere prevailed 
at the public hearings for 
tenants and landlords that 
the Rent Guidelines Board 
now permits no drums, 
noise makers or other din-
producing articles in the 
hearing room.

Nevertheless, shout-
ing frequently disrupts 
speakers.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

at 41st Avenue and 235th 
Street, fashioning the space 
after sidewalk plazas seen 
in midtown Manhattan and 
parts of Brooklyn.

The project would add 
tables and chairs for pe-
destrians to sit and have 
coffee in front of the sta-
tion and also calls for new 
plants, umbrellas and gran-
ite blocks to spruce up the 
space.

An application was 
submitted for the project in 
2013 by the Douglaston Lo-
cal Development Corp. as 
the agency hopes to revital-
ize what many community 
members say is an area on 
the decline near the LIRR 
station.

Since then the DOT has 
drawn up plans for two op-
tions that could be chosen 
and held a series of commu-
nity workshops to get feed-
back from nearby residents 
about any concerns with 
the design or changes they 
wish to see.

One of the biggest res-

ervations community mem-
bers had was with the first 
option, which calls for com-
plete closure of the turn-
around area in front of the 
station that many cars use 
after dropping a passenger 
off at the platform.

Residents and civic 
groups raised worries that 
without the turnaround, 
traffic would be diverted 
through the nearby neigh-
borhoods and could be 
hazardous for families and 
small children, but the 
resolution approved by CB 
11 recommended the sec-
ond proposal calling for 
only a partial closure of the 
turnaround that would still 
leave it open for use.

“I would love to see 
the revitalization of this 
area, but every time a 
train comes into the sta-
tion, we have cars and it’s 
extremely dangerous,” 
said Nora Flynn, who said 
she and her husband have 
lived in Douglaston for a 
combined 55 years. “What 
will happen to the disabled 
and elderly people who will 
then be dropped off an addi-
tional 50 or 60 feet from the 
platform if you pave over 
this turnaround?”

Other residents who 
spoke at Monday’s meet-
ing expressed similar con-
cerns, saying that traffic 
during peak train hours 
would be too much for the 

neighborhood to handle.
David Breen, a repre-

sentative from the DOT’s 
Plaza Program, said at the 
meeting that the DOT con-
ducted a survey and found 
that approximately 177 
vehicles per hour travel 
through the station dur-
ing peak hours of what he 
called “neutral weekdays,” 
which include Tuesday 
through Thursday.

The study also found 
that more than 1,000 pedes-
trians would be in and out 
of the station during the 
same peak hours, and the 
addition of two crosswalks 
was one of several changes 
the DOT made to accommo-
date community concerns 

after the first workshop in 
May.

“From the DOT’s per-
spective, it’s about getting 
as much feedback from the 
community as possible,” 
said Breen, who noted that 
the DOT is willing to work 
with residents and any con-
cerns they have before im-
plementing any changes.

Jerry Iannece, a long-
time CB 11 member and for-
mer chairman of the board, 
was one of several residents 
who also showed support 
for the project and said he 
was in favor of the DOT’s 
proposal to try the plan for 
a year.

“For many years we 
had a running joke that we 
weren’t entitled to a plaza 
here in Douglaston because 
we were too rich or didn’t 
qualify or whatever,” he 
said. “This is the first one, 
the first chance we’ve got-
ten. Let’s show them how 
it’s done.”

Breen said the DOT 
would continue to make im-
provements throughout the 
next month and hopes to ap-
ply for capital funds begin-
ning in the fall.

Continued from Page 40 

Rents
Continued from Page 1 

CB 11

Community Board 11 recently approved the Department of Transportation’s plans to build a pedestri-
an plaza at the Long Island Rail Road station in Douglaston.

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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tions and text messages in 
Yiddish. Court documents 
show defense attorneys 
claim they discovered mid-
way through the trial that 
prosecutors had not hand-
ed over roughly 1,900 text 
messages and 1,261 hours of 
phone calls, about a third of 
which were in Yiddish, cap-
tured on a wiretap of a co-
operating witness’ phone.

Defense attorneys con-
tended the recordings of 
Moses Stern, a once-promi-
nent upstate Orthodox Jew-
ish leader who agreed to 
cooperate with the govern-
ment after pleading guilty 
to unspecified charges, 
may bolster entrapment de-
fenses.

Tabone’s attorneys 
filed a court document ar-
guing prior access to the 
recordings would have 
changed their opening 
statement and defense the-
ory.

Prosecutors noted in 
court documents that they 
did not believe the record-
ings in question were rel-

evant to the case because 
most pertained to unrelated 
investigations of more than 
30 people, some of which 
were ongoing.

Halloran’s attorney, 
however, did not seek a mis-
trial. His case will proceed 
June 25, according Herb 

Hadad, a spokesman for the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office in 
White Plains.

Court documents indi-
cate a second trial threat-
ened to bankrupt Halloran 
and that the $1,500 cost of 
translating a call between 
Stern and the Jewish leader 

who introduced him to Hal-
loran had taxed the former 
councilman.

Hadad said the same 
jurors will remain on Hal-
loran’s trial, which is ex-
pected to be briefer now 
that the ex-legislator is the 
only defendant.

Prior filings show 
Queens Republican Party 
Chairman Phil Ragusa, a 
Whitestone resident, will 
likely testify.

Prosecutors noted in a 
document submitted June 
10 that Tabone attempted to 

silence Ragusa and accused 
him of witness tampering.

Kim Cody, president 
of the Greater Whitestone 
Taxpayers Civic Associa-
tion, also said he expected 
to be subpoenaed to testify 
about a tangential plot in 
which Halloran allegedly 
schemed to use discretion-
ary city money to bribe his 
way into receiving cam-
paign donations.

The new trial of Smith 
and Tabone is slated for 
January, according to Ha-
dad.

This puts proceedings 
past the southeast Queens 
lawmakers’ upcoming 
Democratic primary.

One of his opponents, 
Deputy Borough President 
Leroy Comrie, said discus-
sions about the mistrial 
show Smith cannot func-
tion as a legislator.

“It’s unfortunate that 
the business of the people 
in the 14th Senatorial Dis-
trict are not being served 
as Mr. Smith has to focus 
on these allegations,” Com-
rie said in a statement.

Another challenger, 
Clyde Vanel, said he wel-
comed the debate he antici-
pated would emerge after 
the mistrial.

Smith’s campaign did 
not immediately return a 
call for comment.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 1 

Trial

Dan Halloran’s trial is scheduled to continue next week.
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State Sen. Malcolm Smith (l.) and former Queens GOP official 
Vincent Tabone are slated to go on trial again in January after a 
judge declared a mistrial.

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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Chants of “MVP” rang 

out through Yankee Sta-
dium as Cardozo star Keith 
Rogers stood at the plate 
with the bases loaded and 
a chance to win his team a 
title.

Comfortable in the 
clutch moment, the senior 
proved every one of the hun-
dreds of screaming Judges’ 
fans correct at the PSAL 
Class A baseball final. He 
lined an RBI single to left 
field to bring home Noah 
Cabrera for what proved to 
be the winning run in the 
top of the seventh inning.

Rogers. who is the 
team’s quiet leader, stayed 
calm and didn’t overthink 
the moment, even after 
making outs in his previ-
ous two at-bats.

“I was just happy to be 
clutch,” he said.

His composure and 
his performance were no 
different from what he’s 
done throughout the sixth-
seeded Judges’ 
unexpected city 
title run, which 
culminated in a 
3-1 victory over 
No. 4 Tottenville in the city 
championship in the Bronx 
June 12. Rogers, who was 
11-0 on the mound this year, 
allowed just one run on two 
hits and struck out seven in 
six innings of work.

“He’s the true MVP,” 
fellow senior Jun Young 
Lim said.

Rogers, along with 
plenty of help from his 
teammates, powered the 
Judges to their first crown 
since 1988. They did so by 
beating No. 3 Telecommu-
nications in the quarterfi-
nals and coming back from 
a game down to best No. 2 

George Washington in the 
semifinals. The title comes 
in the same year the school’s 
basketball team won a city 

championship.
“Now I’m 

speechless and 
the feeling is 
unreal,” senior 

centerfielder Chris Camp-
bell said. “Our whole team 
worked hard for this. We 
said at the beginning of the 
year we were going to fight. 
We came through as the un-
derdogs.”

Cardozo (21-2) added 
an insurance run after 
Rogers’ big hit, thanks to a 
throwing error by Totten-
ville catcher James Wise, 
to make it 3-1. Lim relieved 
Rogers for the bottom of 
the frame and didn’t mess 
around. He struck out the 
side  to end the game, then 
threw his glove high in the 
air in celebration.

“It’s the best moment 
of my life,” he said.

The Judges set a good 
tone early on in the game. 
Campbell delivered an RBI 
double over the head of Jo-
seph Sadallah in right to 
give his team a 1-0 lead in 
the first inning. That held 
up until the sixth as Rog-
ers allowed just three base 
runners over the first five 
frames. The Pirates (22-
2) evened the score at 1-1 
on a bloop single to left by 
Wise with two outs. Rogers 
forced a batter to pop up to 
left to avoid further dam-
age.

The Judges then pro-
ceeded to load the bases 
with no outs against Totten-
ville starter Thomas Mus-
so. Cardozo’s Cabrera, who 
scored twice, and Jonathan 
Lane both walked and Rob-
ert Garcia got on base on an 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
Everything Beach 

Channel had worked for 
all year appeared ready to 
fall out of reach in a heart-
breaking defeat, but a 
game-saving throw by cen-
terfielder Antonio Moccia 
gave senior Kely Aponte 
a second chance to fulfill 
the promise he made to his 
team.

Aponte went on to 
spark a ninth-inning rally 
to lead the 10th-seeded Dol-
phins to a 7-5 victory over 
No. 5 Bronx Science and 
earn the school its first 
PSAL Class B champion-
ship at Yankee Stadium 
June 12. Aponte had two 
RBIs and pitched six and 
two thirds innings. He had 
wanted to do whatever he 
could to complete the pro-
gram’s four-year rebuild-
ing process.

“It’s like a dream come 
true,” Aponte said. “From 
the beginning of the sea-
son, I promised them I was 
going to take them to the 
championship, and take it 
all the way. That’s what I 
did.”

None of that would 
have been possible with-
out Moccia’s heroics in the 
seventh. They came after 
Bronx Science (17-4) ral-
lied from two runs down 
to tie the score at 5-5 after 
a retreating Moccia had a 

drive by Bronx Science’s 
Daniel Bonfiglio bounce 
off his glove.

Wolverine third base-
man Alex Grun tested 
Moccia again with the bas-
es loaded when he lifted a 
ball to shallow center. But 
Moccia caught the ball and 
gunned down Bronx Sci-
ence’s Ben Kravitz at the 
plate.

“I saw the ball in the 
air. I got behind it,” Moc-
cia said. “I said, ‘I have to 
get this kid out to save the 
game,’ and I just threw it.”

Beach Channel Coach 
John Mangieri has seen 
big plays all season from 
Moccia, who also made 
two diving catches in the 
championship contest.

“He is a tremendous 
centerfielder. He has done 
it all year long, but I was at 
the top of my step and I was 
definitely sweating it out,” 
he said.

Beach Channel (17-2) 
scored two runs in the top 
of the ninth to secure the 
win. Aponte, who reached 
on a throwing error, came 
home on a bases-loaded 
walk to Sergio Galdamez, 
and the go-ahead run and 
an RBI double by David 
Polanco put the Dolphins 
up 7-5.

Sophomore Marvin 
Hernandez, who relieved 
Aponte for the final two 

Sports

Continued on Page 57
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Beach Channel players celebrate their victory during the PSAL B 
Division Baseball Championship. Photo by Robert Cole

Related column
PAGE 56

Cardozo players give their coach, Ronald Gorecki, an ice bath at the conclusion of the PSAL Class A Division Championship. 
Photo by Robert Cole

Judges crowned city champs
Rogers leads Cardozo to victory over Tottenville at Yankee Stadium 

Beach Channel wins
PSAL B fi nal game

Continued on Page 57
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John Mangieri inher-

ited a baseball program 
you could picture in one of 
those feel-good Disney mov-
ies. His story seemed to 
follow a Hollywood script 
through ups and down 
before coming to a happy 
ending at Yankee Stadium 
June 12.

The Beach Channel 
baseball team was com-
ing off a five-win season in 
2010 that forced the PSAL 
to drop them to the Class B 
division when the former 
Archbishop Molloy star 
and New York Mets pitch-

ing prospect Mangieri took 
over as coach. He said his 
kids were wearing jeans 
to the field and asking for 
gloves to try out.

“I said, ‘Oh, my God. 
What did I get myself into?’” 
Mangieri said.

The task seemed mon-
umental and the effects 
of Hurricane Sandy last 
season didn’t make it any 
easier. 

But four years later 
the Dolphins celebrated a 
7-5 victory in nine innings 
over Bronx Science in the 
PSAL Class B city cham-
pionship. The victory put 
Mangieri in a special class 
in the high school baseball 
community.

He also won a CHSAA 
Intersectional baseball title 
as a player under legendary 
Coach Jake Curran at Arch-
bishop Molloy in 1994.

“It’s pretty special,” 
Mangieri said. “I don’t 

know how many guys can 
say they won a city cham-
pionship as a player on the 
Catholic side and to win 
a city championship as a 
coach on the public school 
side. It’s pretty rewarding.”

He achieved the feat 
by trusting his pedigree, 
embracing his players and 
asking for the same pro-
fessionalism from them 
that he brought daily to 
the field. It just took all of 

the kids some time to buy 
in, but senior captain Kely 
Aponte understood how 
Mangieri could transform 
the program.

“He did a lot,” Aponte 
said. “From my first year, 
he’s always been strict. He 
told the kids what to do. He 
always had them on point. 
He’s a great coach.”

This year’s group of 
just 12 players, made up 
mostly of freshmen and 
sophomores, were able to 
follow their coach’s instruc-
tions best of all. The results 
show that. Beach Channel 
had its best regular season 
as well, going 14-2. The lim-
ited and young roster was 
never used as a crutch, but 
became a badge of honor.

“What we kept hearing 
all year was, ‘Oh, you only 
have 12 guys to coach.’” 
Mangieri said. “You only 
have 12 guys, but what I 
kept telling them was you 

only need nine to play and 
these kids have been fear-
less from the beginning.”

Play them all he did. 
Mangieri went out of his 
way to get each of his kids 
into the title game, despite 
holding just a two-run lead 
in the sixth inning. He nev-
er second-guessed it even 
after Bronx Science rallied 
to send the contest to extra 
innings.

“I did the right thing,” 
Mangieri said. “I always 
try to do the right thing for 
these kids.”

It’s why they have 
played so hard for him. 
Real-life Hollywood endings 
aren’t just written. They 
are the rewards reaped by 
those who deserve them.

“When I got there, I 
don’t think [Beach Chan-
nel] was known much for 
baseball,” Mangieri said. “I 
think that’s slowly starting 
to change”

Molloy falls to Xaverian in CHSAA fi nal
Stanners lose to Clippers 5-3, 6-4 in two games during Catholic championship at St. John’s University
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Block Shots

City title fi tting end to Mangieri’s revival of Beach Channel 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Archbishop Molloy 

was without the crisp play, 
clutch hitting and domi-
nant starting pitching last 
week that the Stanners had 
brought to the field all sea-
son.

The second-seeded 
Stanners needed just one 
win to claim the city title, 
but lost twice to No. 5 Xaver-
ian 5-3 and 6-4 in the finals 
of the CHSAA Class AA in-
tersectional baseball tour-
nament at St. John’s Jack 
Kaiser Stadium June 11.

Ace Anthony Catinella 
wasn’t as sharp as usual, 
and a big hit eluded the 
Stanners late in Game 1. 
An error-filled fifth inning 
doomed them in the second 
contest.

“We definitely didn’t 
play up to what we had all 
year,” third baseman Vir-
gilio Jimenez said.

Despite dropping the 

first game, the Stanners 
were in control of the sec-
ond through four innings. 

Starting pitcher Scott 
Hannon was cruising and 
holding onto a 1-0 lead. He 

hadn’t allowed a hit and 
struck out six. He walked 
Xaverian’s Brandon Torres 

to start the fifth and didn’t 
think anything of it after 
striking out Nick Meola for 
the first out.

What followed were 
three Molloy errors, three 
Xaverian hits and a sac fly 
that led to four Clippers 
runs. A clean frame would 
have gotten Hannon out of 
the inning without allow-
ing a run. Xaverian scored 
twice more in the sixth to 
take a 6-1 lead.

“We just had one mis-
take after another and then 
it just all fell down,” Han-
non said.

The Stanners (18-5) be-
gan to rally in the bottom of 
the sixth against Xaverian 
starter Anthony Sigismon-
di. They got three straight 
hits from Nick Morici, Liam 
Slattery and Karl Klesin to 
make it 6-2 with no outs. An 
RBI ground out by Chris 
McGee and sac fly by Jime-
nez followed. Molloy had to 
settle for pulling within 6-4 

before going down in order 
in the ninth.

“We didn’t take advan-
tage of the opportunities we 
had, like we have all sea-
son,” Jimenez said. “That 
was one of the big differ-
ences in the game.”

Similar to the second 
game, Molloy was in con-
trol early in the first con-
test. Klesin doubled and 
scored on a wild pitch to tie 
the score at 1-1 in the open-
ing inning. Molloy’s Logan 
Conroy, who had three hits 
in the game, delivered an 
RBI single in the second 
inning, and Dylan Lanigan 
lifted a sack fly to make it 
3-1 Stanners in the second.

Xaverian answered 
right back against Catinel-
la in the top of the fourth. 
Chris Nierva blasted a 
two-run homer to right 
and Phoenix Hernandez 
later scored on a pass ball. 
Xaverian (20-5) grabbed a 

Molloy players react to their loss in the CHSAA championship to Xaverian. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Pitcher Marvin Hernandez and catcher Joseph Calandra celebrate 
Beach Channel’s victory. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 57
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Bayside’s softball sea-

son may have ended in a 
heartbreaking loss to Tot-
tenville in the semifinal 
earlier this month, but the 
Commodores have learned 
from Coach Steve Piorkows-
ki that life is about more 
than wins and losses.

So the Bayside softball 
community came together 
Saturday to support Pi-
orkowski. Past and present 
Commodores raised $2,342 
for the Multiple Myeloma 
Research Foundation by 
playing its first annual 
alumni games at the Bay-
side Athletic Complex. The 
money was raised through 
a raffle, a $5 admission fee 

and cash donations. 
Piorowski, who was di-

agnosed with the disease in 
2012 and has been fighting 
to keep it in remission, was 
thrilled with the success of 
the event.

“We got kids coming 
back who graduated in the 
year 2000 all the way to 
2014,” Piorkowski said.

The tournament was 
broken up into three dif-
ferent teams, 2000-04, 
2005-09 and 2010-14. The 
three squads played hour-
long games against each 
other for fun and bragging 
rights.

Mariel Perez, a 2008 
alumnae, enjoyed coming 
back and interacting with 
her former teammates.

“It’s been really nice 
seeing everyone years af-
ter, still capable of playing 
because it’s for our coach,” 
she said. “It is a really spe-
cial thing. We are trying to 
support him.”

Unlike her classmate, 
former star Nicole Marra 
didn’t find returning to the 
sport after years off as easy, 

but came back because 
of the impact Piorkowski 
made in her life.

“They say it is like rid-
ing a bike, but I don’t think 
so,” she said. “I wouldn’t be 
here today if it wasn’t for 
him. I wouldn’t have gradu-
ated high school. He did it 
all for me. It’s given me a 
lot of skill, leadership and 

taught me to take criticism 
a better way.”

Present Bayside play-
ers also participated to sup-
port their coach. With help 
from Piorkowski, senior 
catcher Taylor Moy devel-
oped from a freshman into 
a key player on a semifinal 
team.

“He took a group of 
seven or eight freshmen 
and brought us to the semi-
finals,” she said. “Our game 
was the best game against 
Tottenville.”

The event highlighted 
the tight-knit community 
of Bayside softball players 
and alums that has flour-
ished because of Piorkows-
ki. And next year’s game is 
already in the works with 

the possibility of inviting 
Cardozo alumni. 

The turnout and the 
day left Piorkowski search-
ing for a way to express 
what the event meant to 
him.

“It is a wonderful re-
ciprocal relationship that 
we have had,” Piorkowski 
said. “They depend on me 
and I depend on them. The 
Bayside uniform means so 
much to the current play-
ers, and they will honor 
the success of the past and 
try hard to live up to what 
these young ladies have 
done. They found out I was 
sick, and we were going to 
do this and they came back 
to play. It’s humbling.”

4-3 lead it would not relin-
quish after Molloy failed to 
score with the bases loaded 
in the fifth and sixth in-
nings.

“We get a single — 
that’s two to four runs pos-
sibly,” Stanners Coach Brad 
Lyons said. “We didn’t get it 
done.”

His team still put to-
gether a stellar season, 
despite not securing the 
championship to cap it off. 
Molloy lost three Division 
I players who framed last 
year’s squad, but this tight-
knit senior group put the 
Stanners a win away from 
what would have been its 
first crown since 2002.

“I didn’t even think 

we would make it this far 
either,” Hannon said. “We 
came together, played 
well, and we had great 
team chemistry. That’s 
what helped us win a lot of 
games.”

Lanigan helps 

CHSAA to Mayor’s Cup 

win: Molloy’s Dylan Lani-
gan was happy to aid his 
team in earning bragging 
right over the PSAL with a 
4-3 victory at the senior all-
star game at the College of 
Staten Island Saturday.

Being credited for the 
winning RBI would have 
just been a bonus. The 
second baseman lifted a 
single to right in the top of 
the ninth, but CHSAA and 
Xaverian

Coach Frank Del 
George cautiously stopped 
Reynaldo Guillen at third 
base. He eventually scored 
when the relay throw got 
past the catcher.

“I’m just happy to get 
the hit, but yeah, you’re al-
ways upset that you didn’t 
get the RBI,” Lanigan said. 
“It was the right move.”

error. Campbell popped up 
for the first out, but Rogers 
came through with the big 
hit in the big moment.

“This is an incredible 
athlete, and you’d never 
know he’s even on the team, 

that’s how quiet he is,” Car-
dozo Coach Ron Gorecki 
said.

His team, which had 
freshmen and sophomores 
playing major roles, made 
you take notice with what 
it accomplished on the field 
on the other hand. As oth-
ers doubted if Cardozo had 
enough to beat some of the 

city’s best programs, the 
Judges kept winning until 
there was nothing left to 
prove.

“No one really ex-
pected us to make it this 
far,” Rogers said. “I think 
it’s unreal to be called the 
underdogs and then finally 
win a city championship af-
ter 26 years.”

outs of the seventh, shut 
Bronx Science down in the 
two extra frames to secure 
the nine-inning champion-
ship.

It appeared earlier in 
the game that Beach Chan-
nel was about to celebrate 
after it scored four times in 

the fourth inning off Bronx 
Science starter Glen Price. 
Two bases-loaded walks, a 
two-run single by Aponte 
and a Moccia sac fly gave 
the Dolphins a 5-3 lead in 
the sixth.

The road to the title 
certainly hasn’t been an 
easy one for Beach Chan-
nel. The Dolphins were 
knocked out in the first 
round of the playoffs during 
the last three seasons and 

struggled after Hurricane 
Sandy ravaged the Rock-
away Peninsula, where the 
school is located and many 
of the players live, in 2012. 
Beach Channel was also 
doubted because of the size 
of the team roster. It was 
hard for even Dolphins 
players to imagine winning 
the city title.

“I dreamed of it,” 
Moccia said. “And it hap-
pened.”

PSAL
Continued from Page 55 

Continued from Page 55 

Judges

Continued from Page 56 

Molloy

w w w.shoevi l lage.com
Free Shipping Over $50

Official Sponsor
of Queens Sports

45-22 162nd St. Flushing, NY 11358 | (718) 762-1990

Bayside alums reunite for cancer research fund-raiser

The Bayside softball alumna get together for a photo with umpires 
and Coach Steve Piorkowski (front l.) after playing to help raise 
money for cancer research. Photo by Patrick McCormack

Molloy pitcher Anthony Catinella 
prepares to release the ball in 
the Stanners’ first game. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado
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much more that the SBA 
can do, these changes are 
positi v e steps that will im-
pro v e and increase access 
to capital for Queens small 
businesses,” said U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
who ser v es as the ranking 
member of the subcommit-
tee.

In an effort to speed 
up the lending process, the 
SBA’s new policy will no 
longer require banks that 
grant SBA loans of $350,000 

or less to assess a business’ 
cash flow. It will also make 
it easier for entrepreneurs 
to apply for SBA-backed 
loans as it will require 
banks to look at a business’ 
credit rating rather than 
the owner’s personal rating 
when determining if they 
qualify for a loan.

The agency also an-
nounced it is planning to 
launch a new electronic 
lending platform to speed 
up and simplify the loaning 
process. The system, which 
will be up and running 
next year, will automate 
the uploading of documents 
and the generation of forms 

and allow for electronic sig-
natures and data manage-
ment.

“The SBA is a critical 
resource for small busi-
nesses, and it’s imperati v e 
that small-business owners 
in the borough be able to 
take full ad v antage of the 
v aluable ser v ices that the 
agency offers,” Meng said.

Maria Contreras-
Sweet became the SBA’s 
new administrator in April 
and Meng credited the con-
v ersations she had with 
Contreras-Sweet as well as 
the complaints heard at the 
hearing as catalysts to get 
the changes implemented.

of Queens has o v er 160 lan-
guages spoken, each with 
their own celebrations and 

culture and tradition and 
religions — and the Botani-
cal Garden has been enor-
mous in making sure that 
each of those cultures are 
brought into the garden, 
that we are teaching each 
cultures’ children about 

the other ones that they are 
sitting next to in school.”

Entry to the festi v al 
is free for QBG members, 
$4 for adults, $3 for seniors 
and $2 for students and 
children.

Oakland Gardens) last fall, 
said, “This hotel should 
be a profit-maker. Instead 
the city has made it into a 
dumping ground.”

DHS spokesman Chris 
Miller said, “The city of 
New York remains com-
mitted to offering homeless 
families the compassion 
and dignity they deser v e 
in their moment of need. As 
the number of families with 
children residing in tem-
porary, emergency shelter 
grows, we must consider 
all a v ailable options to ad-
dress our capacity needs 
and meet our legally man-
dated right to shelter.”

Mo v ing the homeless 
families into the Pan Amer-
ican Hotel became possible 
when Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and city Comptroller Scott 
Stinger signed off on an 
emergency decree.

“We ha v e a homeless 
crisis in the city,” a String-
er spokesman said. “Comp-
troller Stringer appro v ed 
an emergency declaration 
for family shelters across 
the city so that DHS can 

house homeless families. 
The comptroller has not 
weighed in on the appro-
priateness of any specific 
location, but he belie v es 
that communication and 
adequate community noti-
fication are critical parts of 
this process.”

Dromm said he was 
notified by DHS as he was 
lea v ing his office June 6 
and recei v ed a fax from Sa-
maritan Village later that 
e v ening after families had 
begun mo v ing into the Pan 
American Hotel.

He added that he will 
work with COMET to con-
v ene a town hall to keep the 
pressure on City Hall.

Watching the scene un-

fold were a group of former 
longtime employees of the 
Pan American Hotel who 
were laid off Jan. 7, prior to 
the building’s sale.

“This is heartbreaking 
to see,” Middle Village resi-
dent Melinda Cardoza said. 
“My husband Raymond 
worked here for 42 years 
when it was family-run.”

Her daughter Deborah 
said, “I worked here for 20 
years, it was the last union 
hotel in Queens. They told 
us it was going to be a hostel 
and the union was going to 
get our jobs back, but sud-
denly they mo v ed in these 
homeless families. So much 
for getting our jobs back.”

Continued from Page 9 
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Continued from Page 10 

Botanical

Continued from Page 24 

BSA

eas of Queens are mostly 
inhabited by middle-class 
taxpayers who are critical 
for the future of the city.”

The group has also 
been pushing the city over 
the years to create a sepa-
rate zoning district for sin-
gle-family attached houses, 
such as the townhouses on 
56th Road, as they current-
ly fit into designations for 
multi-family units.

Urban planner Paul 

Graziano, who has worked 
on rezonings in much of 
northeast Queens, said 
that because the new house 
on 56th road is only 19 feet 
high and the row of houses 
is attached, the only thing 
that could be done to pre-
vent houses of a similar size 
being built on that block 
would be to rezone it from 
its current R4 designation, 
to R3-2.

“If they were to rezone 
that half block to an R3-2, 
then properties would not 
be able to expand because 
it would not give them addi-

tional floor area,” he said.
R3-2 is the lowest den-

sity designation that allows 
multi-unit dwellings.

Graziano said the 
Queens Civic Congress pre-
viously pushed for a zon-
ing change in other parts 
of Queensboro Hill that 
would prevent over-sized 
development, but City Plan-
ning failed to finalize its 
request.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 24 
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seen city classrooms first-
hand, I am honored to have 
received the endorsement of 
NYSUT, the UFT and PSC,” 
Stavisky said. “The future 
of New York City, and the 
future of Queens, depends 
on the education students 
receive today. I look for-
ward to continuing my 
work to strengthen schools 
all across New York.”

Stavisky is facing a 
primary challenge from 
S.J. Jung, a Flushing busi-
nessman and activist who is 
the former president of the 
MinKwon Center for Com-
munity Action. Jung, who 
has declined to criticize 
Stavisky, has contended 

District 16 needs new lead-
ership to pass campaign 
finance reform, the Dream 
Act and other progressive 
pieces of legislation.

The challenger has not 
sought endorsement from 
the Independent Democrat-
ic Conference, a breakaway 
group of five Democrats 
who control the Senate with 
Republicans, according to a 
spokesman for Jung’s cam-
paign.

Stavisky’s primary 
opponent from 2012, John 
Messer, announced last 
week he would not jump 
in this year’s primary for 
personal and business rea-
sons.

“While I have strug-
gled over this decision to 
postpone my personal po-
litical aspirations, my wife 
Wing Yee “Wendy” Hui and 

I are committed to the com-
munity,” he said in a state-
ment. “We will continue to 
serve the community and 
to support and encourage 
neighborhood programs 
and initiatives.”

Messer, an Oakland 
Gardens attorney current-
ly working on renewable 
energy projects, ran in pri-
mary bids against Stavisky 
in 2010 and 2012.

The district, more 
than half Asian, includes 
parts of Flushing, Oakland 
Gardens, Elmhurst, Whit-
estone, Rego Park and For-
est Hills.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 5 

Stavisky

Officers from the 110th Precinct lead a man away from the scene of 
an argument as the protest was ending. Photo by Bill Parry

hours a day for his constitu-
ents.”

He added that “sup-
porting President [Barack] 
Obama on the heath care 
act, on education, on immi-
gration reform, is the right 
direction to take.”

Meeks said he never 
stops campaigning.

“People come up to me 
and say that I look like I 
am campaigning,” he said. 
“Well, it’s true because I 
work hard for the people all 
the time.”

Continued from Page 4 

Meeks
the sewer overflows.

“Why are we spending 
money on putting a Band-
Aid on something that 
won’t solve the problem?” 
he said of green infrastruc-
ture initiatives.

Cervino commended 
DEP for building the exist-
ing tank, which holds sew-
age, diminishing the bur-
den of the combined sewer 
overflows during heavy 
rainfalls.

Officials said build-
ing an additional reten-
tion tank and dredging the 

creek are options they are 
considering, but they did 
not commit to any specific 
plans at the meeting.

The city has already 
committed to dredging 16.8 
acres of Flushing Bay, a 
larger body of water adja-
cent to the creek.

DEP said it will con-
duct its research over the 
summer and then present 
its plan to the public at an 
October meeting, before it 
is finalized a month later.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 2 
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ERIC COMFORT SHOES
With this coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offers or prior purchases. 

Coupon valid only at Queens Village & Williston Park stores. Offer expires  7-30-14 .

10% OFF
Easy Spirit, Naturalizer, 

Spring Step & Hush Puppies

$10 OFF
Each Pair Of Women’s SAS, Clarks, Dansko, Ara, 
Softspots, Rockport, Birkenstock, New Balance, 
Merrell, Beautifeel, Trotters, Toe Warmers Shoes, 

Sneakers or Sandals

$15 OFF
Each Pair Of Men’s Clarks, New Balance, 

Timberland, Florsheim, Rockport, Hush Puppies, 
Bostonian, Ecco, Johnston & Murphy, SAS, 

Wolverine Shoes, Sneakers Or Sandals

ERIC COMFORT SHOES Since 
1942

For Men, Women & Children Medium, Wide & Extra-Wide Sizes 4-16 Available

75TH ANNIVERSARY SALE! SAVE UP TO 60%

ALL DAY COMFORT 
AND STYLE

ALL STYLES AND BRANDS AVAILABLE ONLY AT
OUR QUEEN VILLAGE OR WILLISTON PARK STORE

426 HILLSIDE AVE.
WILLISTON PARK 516-877-2002
(Corner of Hillside Avenue & Herricks Road, 
5 Blocks West of Willis Avenue) 
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm  Sun 11am-5pm

B-D-EEEE 
6-16

Other Colors
A-EEEE

WE CARRY ALL 
LINES OF

$15OFF

$15 OFF

$15 OFF

All Sizes & Widths

All Men’s

& We Carry All 
Styles of SAS

B-D-EEE-6-16 
Available in 5 Colors

Perth All Men’s

SAS

Clarks

Duo

Hush Puppies

216-11 JAMAICA AVE. 

QUEENS VILLAGE 
718-465-2860
(NEAR Springfield Blvd.)
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm  Sun Closed

EXPERT
FITTING FOR 
CHILDREN!

WWW.ERICSHOES.COM

EXPERT FITTING FOR CHILDREN

ALL STYLES AND BRANDS AVAILABLE AT QUEENS VILLAGE LOCATION

Spring Step, Hush Puppies & Children Shoes

NARROW, 
MEDIUM, 

WIDE, 
EXTRA WIDE 4 - 15 

AVAILABLE

216-11 JAMAICA AVE.
QUEENS VILLAGE, NY 11428

718–465–2860
(NEAR Springfield Blvd.)

Exit 27 from Cross Island Parkway

EXPERT FITTING 
FOR CHILDREN

FREE 
Parking


