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SCOUTS’ HONOR

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Former City Councilman 
Daniel Halloran allegedly agreed 
to a $75,000 payment for his part 
in a bribery scheme to get state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-Jamaica) 
on the Republican mayoral ticket, 
the undercover FBI agent involved 
in the case testified Wednesday at 
Halloran’s corruption trial.

The trial resumed Wednes-
day in federal court in White 
Plains after a two-week hiatus 
in which attorneys argued over 
when prosecutors submitted 
around 65 hours of taped con-
versations in English and Yid-
dish from a cooperating witness’ 
phone, court documents show.

Federal Judge Kenneth 
Karas subsequently declared mis-
trials in the cases of Halloran’s 

FBI agent testifi es
lawmaker agreed
to take $75K bribeBY NATHAN TEMPEY

News executives Les Good-
stein and his wife Jennifer are 
buying the Community Newspa-
per Group — the umbrella com-
pany that publishes TimesLedger 
Newspapers, the Brooklyn Paper, 
Brooklyn Courier-Life, the Bronx 
Times, Caribbean Life and sev-
eral other weekly papers and spe-
cialty magazines — from News 
Corp.

The husband-and-wife team 
made the announcement to the as-

Continued on Page 58
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TimesLedger 
sold to former 
president, wife

Halloran corruption trial resumes
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Steven Wang of Troop 1 leads fellow Boy Scouts in a Color Guard ceremony in downtown Flushing as part of a 
ceremony to co-name a corner in memory of Boy Scout troop founder, Daniel Beard. See story on Page 16. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens officially 
named its first street in 
honor of a teacher when 
dozens gathered to pay trib-
ute to Geraldine “Geri” Cil-
mi beside PS 41 last Friday 
afternoon.

Students helped City 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) pull a slip off 
a green sign bearing white 
letters that spelled out Mrs. 
Geri Cilmi Place near the 
corner of 214th Place and 
35th Avenue.

Colleagues, pupils and 
relatives of Cilmi, who died 
three years ago after a bat-
tle with cancer, spoke of the 
science teacher’s decades at 
PS 41 and her ability to en-
gage all five of her students’ 
senses.

“She will never be for-
gotten,” said Vallone, not-
ing that the street sign was 
the county’s first to pay 
tribute to a teacher. “Every 
time another student walks 

into the great halls of PS 41, 
they’re going to look up and 
say, ‘Who was she?’”

Both PS 41 Principal 
Sari Latto and Thomas 
Fennell, a former student 
who began working to re-
name the street corner as 
a seventh-grader, described 
the animals, plants and 
vibrant teaching aids that 
found a home in Cilmi’s 
classroom.

“As a kid I didn’t like 
school,” Fennell said. “But 
that class was fun.”

Cilmi’s mentoring 
moxie was also much-
praised.

Mary Vaccaro, the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers District 26 representa-
tive, said she remembered 
Cilmi inviting her into her 
classroom nine years ago 
and dispensing vital ad-
vice.

“Many of those teach-
ers would not be the suc-
cessful teachers that they 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Community Board 8 

voted against a Kew Gar-
dens Hills yeshiva’s expan-
sion proposal at a meeting 
last week after neighbors 
railed against the plan.

The Sephardic Con-
gregation, which residents 
said has not been a good 
neighbor since it moved in 
20 years ago, has applied 
for a variance which would 
allow it to add a third story 
to its building, at 141-41 
72nd Ave.

“In 20 years, they have 
never shown they want to 
work with their neighbors 
or with the community,” 
said Dennis Shore, who 
lives next door to the school. 
“No one has ever come 
around to us to find a hap-
py medium. We aren’t say-
ing you can’t have a school 
there, but it shouldn’t get 
any bigger.”

The expansion of the 
congregation, which serves 
as a synagogue and school, 
would provide an additional 
nine classrooms and would 
allow its student population 
to grow from 70 to 185.

Residents expressed 
concerns that increasing 
the number of students at 
the school would exacer-
bate garbage, traffic and 
parking problems in the 
area.

“Where are the new 
teachers going to park? 
There’s no parking lot,” 
Shore said. “They’ll take 
up all the parking space on 
our block.”

Opponents of the 

expansion also cited 15 
open building violations 
the synagogue has dating 
back to 1992. The variance 
the synagogue applied for 
would also legalize these 
violations so the school 
could build its addition.

Residents also had 
safety concerns about a 
larger student population 
since there is a lack of open 
space for the students to 
play in the area.

“The older kids are go-
ing to be out on the street,” 
said George Hammarth, 
whose mother-in-law, 
Trinidad Lum, lives across 
the street from the school. 
“That is not just an annoy-
ance to the neighborhood. 

That is a true safety issue.”
More than 50 residents 

who live near the syna-
gogue signed a petition de-
crying the school’s expan-
sion effort.

Members of the con-
gregation also attended the 
meeting to plead their case 
for the expansion, which 
they said is necessary for 
their community to thrive 
and grow.

“The building fixes 
lives in the community. It 
builds people in the com-
munity and makes them 
better,” said Yekutiel Davi-
dov, a Kew Gardens Hills 
resident who attended the 
yeshiva. “We want to make 
the community a better 

place to grow and excel, not 
just for myself, but my chil-
dren and grandchildren as 
I plan to stay in Kew Gar-
dens Hills for many years 
to come.”

The Sephardic Con-
gregation bought the prop-
erty in 1991 and converted a 
two-family home that sat on 
the land into the synagogue 
and school. It has since be-
come a valued institution 
for the growing Bukharian 
Jewish community in the 
neighborhood, congrega-
tion leaders said.

Community board 
members split the yeshiva’s 
application in two sepa-
rate votes. The first was 

Elected officials join family and friends of Geri Cilmi in unveiling a 
street sign in Cilmi’s memory in Bayside. Photo by Sarina Trangle

The Sephardic Congregation wants to build a third story on its building in Kew Gardens Hills so its ye-
shiva can grow. Photo by Alex Robinson

Bayside street named
for late PS 41 teacher

CB 8 nixes yeshiva expansion
Kew Gardens Hills residents cry foul over variance for ‘bad neighbor’

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 36
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

As smoke bellowed 
through the air Saturday 
morning at LaGuardia Air-
port, emergency personnel 
scrambled to tend to blood-
soaked victims of a plane 
crash.

But the smoke was 
fabricated, the crash was 
a simulation and the blood 
was fake.

The Port Authority 
held an exercise to test the 
ability of emergency re-
sponders to handle a pas-
senger aircraft accident 
and to work on inter-agency 
crisis management.

“Our first priority at 
all our facilities is public 
safety,” said Pat Foye, ex-
ecutive director of the Port 
Authority. “The purpose of 
this is really to make sure 
that were an event like this 
to happen at one of our air-
ports, we’ll be prepared. It 

puts us in a position to pro-
tect the public the best we 
can.”

In the scenario, an 
engine exploded while the 
Boeing 737 was taking off, 
sending a blade and shrap-
nel into the plane’s fuselage 
and resulting in a crash 
landing and mass casual-
ties.

Around 750 emergency 
workers responded to the 
simulated plane crash, in-
cluding employees from a 
list of different agencies 
such as the FDNY, NYPD 
and Port Authority Police.

Paramedics buzzed 
around 120 volunteers, who 
were each given instruc-
tions to act as injured pas-
sengers. There were 145 vic-
tims in total in the staged 
event and dummies were 
used for the 25 passengers 
who died in the accident.

“It’s been a wonderful 
experience. It shows the co-

operation and coordination 
between the various agen-
cies,” said Ed Moran, an 
adviser at the Garden City 
Fire Department, who vol-
unteered for the exercise 
and sat on the tarmac with 
a fake injury to his leg. “It 
was very well-run and very 
realistic.”

Emergency person-

nel first arrived to douse 
flames from a container, 
which had been set on fire, 
rather than the actual 
plane several hundred feet 
away.

After the fire was out, 
emergency personnel en-
tered the plane and started 
setting up triage to tend to 
victims.

A twist in the scenario 
came when city Corrections 
arrived on scene. There was 
a prisoner who had been 
transported on the plane in 
addition to four detainees, 
and personnel were tasked 
with finding them and tak-
ing them into custody.

The city medical ex-
aminer’s office was also 
on the scene to conduct an 
investigation and work on 
their emergency manage-
ment scenarios.

“They actually did an 
outstanding job. It was a 
very complex exercise we 
put on,” said Jim Munday, 
senior manager of Emer-
gency Operations for the 
Port Authority. “They were 
learning and that’s what 
you want to have. You don’t 
want everything to go per-
fect, because if everything 
went perfect, we don’t need 
exercises.”

Munday said the exer-

cise was carried out fairly 
flawlessly with a few minor 
missteps in terms of com-
munication and coordina-
tion.

“For them just to come 
in and work together, it’s 
tremendous,” he said. “I 
saw a few hiccups out there, 
but that’s OK. We’ll discuss 
that in the debrief and those 
hiccups we can go back to 
work on.”

The Port Authority is 
mandated to do full-scale 
exercises every three 
years, but it conducts them 
every year in all three of its 
airports.

“It makes a vast differ-
ence,” Foye said. “Just like 
in sports, you play as you 
practice.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Port Authority Police escort one of the volunteers posing as a 
wounded plane passenger down the stairs to one of the staging 
areas. See more photos on Page 26. Photo by Christina Santucci

Port Authority simulates plane crash at LaGuardia
Agency holds exercise to test how workers should respond in the event of an aircraft emergency

Have you been putting off an eye exam?
Now is the time to make an appointment.

Many eye diseases have no early symptoms, but timely diagnosis 
and treatment are important to prevent vision loss.  

Andrew Gewirtz, M.D. at
North Shore Queens Eye Medicine and Surgery

offers general ophthalmology services:

 Advanced diagnostic equipment and treatments 
 Caring and attentive staff 
 Immediate, walk-in appointments for urgent problems
 Evening and weekend appointments
 Most insurance plans accepted

Early detection of eye disease prevents vision loss.

Don’t delay. Call today: 718-225-5656

PROTECT YOUR PRECIOUS EYESIGHT 

North Shore Queens Eye Medicine and Surgery

THE ONE TO KNOW

OIL HEATfor

1.855.206.4283   
petro.com

CALL NOW FOR
SPECIAL OFFERS!

HEATING OIL   |   NATURAL GAS   |   AIR CONDITIONING   |   PLUMBING   |   GENERATORS   |   HOME SECURITY
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

The City Council last 
week announced an agree-
ment with Mayor Bill de 
Blasio on an $75 billion bud-
get for the 2015 fiscal year 
11 days before the deadline 
 that includes several fund-
ing increases in areas such 
as education, the arts and 
public safety.

De Blasio and Coun-
cil Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
reached an agreement June 
19 on a fiscal plan that the 
mayor said he was “very 
proud” of and said signals 
a new direction for the 8.4 
million people of New York 
City. The budget ups spend-
ing by about 7 percent from 
last year but was finalized 
with no major cuts and no 
major tax increases.

Many city officials 
praised this year’s bud-
get process as being much 
more straightfoward than 
past years since the recent-
ly passed Council reform 
agenda brought an end to 
the politics that often put 
key sectors such firefight-
ers, police and libraries on 
the chopping block.

One of the most sig-
nificant additions to the 
budget is the allocation of 
$6.25 million that will pro-
vide free lunch to all pub-
lic middle school students 
beginning this fall. The 
initiative was applauded 
by public advocate Letitia 
James, who said after the 
agreement was announced 

that she was glad to see the 
city take the first step to-
ward universal free lunch 
for all public school stu-
dents.

“In February, I sup-
ported a campaign to bring 
universal school lunch to 
New York City because I 
know that students who 
aren’t battling hunger are 
more attentive and perform 
better in their classes,” 
James said. “I am pleased 
that come September hun-
dreds of thousands of New 
York City middle-school 
children will now be able 
to enjoy a nutritious, free 
lunch during the school 
day.”

In recent weeks, Coun-
cilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) had been fighting 
for the restoration of the 
Peter F. Vallone Academic 
Scholarship, a merit-based 
program that was founded 
in 1998 in honor of his fa-
ther and was cut by then-
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn in 2011 as retribu-
tion when former Astoria 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. expressed opposition 
to the renaming of the Ed 
Koch Bridge.

The agreed-upon bud-
get includes $11.1 million 
for the creation of a simi-
lar scholarship, now be-
ing called the City Council 
Merit Based Scholarship 
Program, that will provide 
funding for city high school 
graduates who maintain a 
B-average or higher while 

BY KELSEY DURHAM AND 
JUAN SOTO

A day after the elec-
tion, a heated primary 
between GOP candidates 
Grant Lally and Stephen 
Labate was too close to call 
as the two men awaited the 
final results that will decide 
who appears on the Repub-
lican ticket for a chance to 
upset U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) in November.

As of Wednesday, Re-
publican Party-backed Lal-
ly, who will also run on the 
Conservative ticket later 
this year, held a 2 percent 
lead over Labate, 51 percent 
to 49 percent, according to 
the city Board of Elections.

But absentee ballots 
for the June 24 election 
were still being tallied 
and would take a few days 
before all votes were ac-
counted for, a spokesman 
for Lally’s campaign said 
Wednesday.

Despite a series of 
events leading up to the 
election that included a pe-
titioning lawsuit and a po-
lice complaint over alleged 
stalking, the much-antici-

pated primary between the 
two residents of Long Is-
land, where much 
of the district is, 
failed to deliver 
much voter turn-
out in Queens.

The BOE 
opened polling locations 
in Little Neck, Douglaston, 

Whitestone and Bay Ter-
race — the only four Queens 

neighborhoods in 
the district — but 
BOE volunteers 
running the sites 
said they spent 
much of the day 

looking for ways to pass the 
time.

As of 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
site coordinators at PS 169 
in Bay Terrace said a total 
of 37 people had come out to 
vote since the polls opened 
at 6 a.m.

“We had people come in 
today who didn’t even know 
who was running or what 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Politicians across the 
borough expressed sad-
ness this week following 
the passing of Queens GOP 
Chairman Phil Ragusa, 
who died Tuesday night af-
ter a battle with leukemia, 
the party said.

The 74-year-old ac-
countant, who lived in 
Whitestone, had headed 
the Republican party in the 
borough since 2007, accord-
ing to party spokesman 
Robert Hornak. He was 
re-elected as party leader 
in 2013 following a heated 
race in which he bested for-
mer U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
by about 3,500 votes.

Hornak said Ragusa 

was a friend and mentor to 
many people across Queens 
and would be remembered 
for his integrity and com-
mitment to the democratic 
process.

Former Bayside City 

Councilman Dan Halloran, 
who was charged last year 
with trying to get state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-St. 
Albans) on the Republican 
mayoral ticket through a 
bribery scheme and is now 

on trial in federal court in 
White Plains, N.Y., posted 
his remembrances about 
Ragusa on his Facebook 
page.

“He was a great man 
and devoted to the GOP and 
his community,” Halloran 
wrote. “The stress the gov-
ernment put on him in his 
last few days was uncon-
scionable. I’m sorry that 
my circumstances contrib-
uted to that stress.”

Federal prosecutors 
had wanted Ragusa to tes-
tify in the corruption case 
in which Vincent Tabone, 
former chairman of the 
Queens Republican Party, 
was also charged and on 
trial with Halloran and 

Mayoral candidate John Catsimatidis (c.) is surrounded by Phil 
Ragusa (l.), chairman of the Queens County Republican Club, and 
former state Sen. Serphin Maltese at a 2013 event.

Congressional candidates Stephen Labate (l.) and Grant Lally faced off in a primary this week hoping 
to earn the Republican spot on the November ballot and challenge U.S. Rep. Steve Israel. Photo 
(r.) by Christina Santucci

Mayor Bill de Blasio (l.) and City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito announce a budget agreement for the 2015 fiscal year, 
well before the deadline. Photo by William Alatriste/NYC Council

Queens GOP Chairman Ragusa dies

GOP race still undecided
Voter turnout low in contest to select U.S. Rep. Israel’s opponent

Council ups spending 
in 2015 city budget

Continued on Page 51

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 51
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Residents fighting to 
reduce plane noise near the 
city’s three major airports 
got an update from the Port 
Authority and the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
last week about the status 
of a much-awaited noise 
study and the steps being 
taken to address other com-
munity concerns.

About 100 people rep-
resenting different groups 
and interests gathered in-
side a hangar at Vaughn 
College in Flushing as the 
Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey hosted its 
second roundtable meet-
ing June 18. The agencies 
gave presentations on their 
continuing efforts to work 
with homeowners in near-
by neighborhoods who say 
changing flight paths and 
an increase in plane traffic 
have led to the deteriora-
tion of their quality of life.

One of the most sig-

nificant topics discussed 
was the ongoing planning 
of the Part 150 noise study 
that Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
directed the Port Author-
ity to conduct by signing 
legislation last year calling 
for a series of actions meant 
to address increasing noise 
complaints from residents.

Ed Knoesel, senior 
manager for environmen-
tal and noise programs in 
the Port Authority’s avia-
tion department, said the 
agency will soon begin ac-
cepting requests for pro-
posals from contractors 
interested in conducting 
the study, which measures 
noise levels coming from 
planes overhead. 

“We’re at the point 
where we’re very close to 
advertising the solicita-
tion for the Part 150 study,” 
he said. “We’re looking at 
highly qualified consul-
tants who have experience 
doing 150 studies.”

Knoesel said the agen-

cy was giving the option for 
contractors to submit a bid 
to complete the study at ei-
ther one airport or both La-
Guardia or John F. Kenne-
dy International airports. 
He said the Port Authority 
has already received sev-
eral strong résumés, but 
Knoesel said the agency is 
not authorized by law to 
reveal who is being consid-

ered for the job until a hire 
is complete.

The Port Authority 
also announced that it was 
given approval to purchase 
36 new portable noise moni-
tors to be placed around the 
New York and New Jersey 
areas, and two have already 
been placed in locations in 
Newark, N.J., and Bayside. 
Knoesel encouraged resi-

dents to come to the Port 
Authority with any sug-
gested locations for future 
monitors to be placed and 
said the agency would de-
termine if it was an eligible 
area.

The FAA also gave 
an update on the organi-
zation’s plans to redesign 
flight paths and airspace in 
order to accommodate the 

growing number of planes 
the area’s airports now see. 
Dennis Roberts, director 
of air traffic organization 
airspace services, said the 
FAA is also working on 
switching from a ground-
based GPS to a satellite 
system that will be more ef-
ficient for planes and trav-
elers.

“This is the most com-
plex, complicated airspace 
in the entire world,” Rob-
erts said of New York City. 
“It’s unbelievable how close 
these airports are to each 
other and what happens 
at one airport affects what 
happens at another.”

Roberts said the FAA 
was committed to work-
ing with residents in order 
to compromise and meet 
goals that both sides have, 
but some community advo-
cates were not convinced.

“Are you really going 
to listen to us?” asked Ja-
net McEneaney, president 

BY BILL PARRY
 
When the mayor an-

nounced in April that the 
Macy’s 4th of July Fire-
works were moving back 
to the East River this 
year, there was excitement 
among business owners 
and elected officials that 
there would be an economic 
windfall along the Queens 
waterfront.

But a review of the 
plans for the nation’s larg-
est pyrotechnic display 
show that the closest barge 
will be anchored between 
the Brooklyn and Manhat-
tan bridges way too the 
south.

Amy Spilatnick, a 
spokeswoman from the 
Mayor’s office, said, “We 

anticipate that the 4th of 
July fireworks display 
will be visible in part from 
a variety of locations in 
Queens, including but not 
limited to a good portion of 
the East River waterfront. 
The optimal viewing areas 
are listed on the Macy’s 
website.”

Macy’s website lists 
several viewing spots in 
Brooklyn and Manhattan, 
but there are no locations 
listed in Queens.

Asked about Queens, 
Macy’s spokesman Or-
lando Veras said, “With 
fireworks reaching heights 
of between 600 to 800 feet, 
there may be areas in the 
vicinity that may also have 
views of the show.”

The best bet for a view 

from Queens is to watch 
from a rooftop bar with 
unobstructed views, like 
at the Z Hotel, at 11-01 43rd 
Ave. in Long Island City. 

“We’re having our 4th 
of July Picnic on our 12th 
floor rooftop bar,” Market-
ing Director Lisa Gneo 
said. “We can see both 
bridges from there, so we 
know we’re going to see the 
fireworks.”

At ground level, they’re 
not too sure. 

In Hunters Point South 
Park, LIC Landing by Cof-
feed is throwing an All-
American high-end barbe-
cue for $100 a person. “I’m 
hearing mixed things, but I 
know from our event space 
you can see the top of the 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The MTA and unions 
of the Long Island Rail 
Road will meet in a nego-
tiating session Friday to 
discuss the MTA’s latest of-
fer, which the unions have 
already called inadequate.

Meanwhile, the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority and numer-
ous towns along the LIRR 
routes are working on con-
tingency plans in the case 
of a strike, possibly as soon 
as July 20.

Anita Miller, MTA la-
bor relations director, told 
a press briefing Tuesday 
at the agency’s Manhat-
tan headquarters that the 
MTA had offered pay raises 
averaging 17 percent along 

with “everything they have 
repeatedly said they would 
accept” in a seven-year con-
tract.

Unions representing 

some 5,000 LIRR workers 
had called for the pay raises 
along with other benefits, 
but in a six-year contract 
rather than the seven-year 
period.

Anthony Simon, chief 
negotiator for the LIRR 
unions, termed the MTA’s 
latest proposal offer Mon-
day as “way below” what 
the workers requested.

Miller said that al-
though the MTA sweetened 
its offers several times in 
months of negotiations, 
the LIRR unions “have not 
modified their position one 
cent.”

She said the MTA was 
doing “everything we can 
in hopes we can forestall 
any job action.”

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority is 
making contingency plans for a 
LIRR strike.

A plane flies over the Grand Central Parkway.

MTA offers 17% pay raise 
to avert LIRR labor strike 

Some wonder if Macy’s fi reworks 
can be seen from western Queens

Port Authority hosts second roundtable
Agency to interview contractors for upcoming noise study as community pushes for quieter skies

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 38Continued on Page 40
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
State lawmakers set 

political differences aside 
last week to make sure the 
state Legislature passed 
a Queens Library reform 
bill.

Once Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signs the bill, it will 
reform the library’s board 
of trustees, giving the may-
or and borough president 
power to remove board 
members.

The bill was authored 
by state Assemblyman 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-East 
Elmhurst) and Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
after the board of trustees 
failed to oust or suspend 
the library’s chief execu-
tive officer, Thomas Gal-
ante, following allegations 
of fiscal mismanagement 
and revelations he made a 
$392,000 salary.

The state Senate 
passed the bill last Friday 
by a vote of 59-1 as the clock 

ticked away on this year’s 
legislative session. The 
bill had been unanimously 
passed by the Assembly 
two weeks earlier.

Passage of the bill 
seemed unlikely recently as 
a political squabble and dis-
agreement over the extent 
of the legislation threat-
ened to derail attempts at 
reforming the nonprofit.

Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) sponsored the 
bill’s companion in the Sen-
ate, but Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who sits in the 
majority coalition that con-
trols the Senate, said the bill 
did not go far enough. To the 
ire of mainline Democrats, 
Avella recently joined the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference which governs 
the upper chamber in a 
power-sharing agreement 
with Republicans.

Avella pushed for his 
own version of the bill, 
which would have extended 
some of the bill’s provi-

sions to all of the city’s li-
brary systems. His bill also 
included provisions that 
would have  mandate that 
the board of trustees have 

two librarians, a public ac-
countant, a Queens commu-
nity board chairman and a 
district manager among its 
members.

The Bayside senator, 
who did not have a sponsor 
in the Assembly for his bill, 
said Gianaris’ bill would 
not come to the floor for a 
vote.

Aubry then made two 
amendments to his own bill 
to include two parts of Avel-
la’s bill, which would make 
the Queens Library subject 
to Freedom of Information 
Laws and require the non-
profit to have annual bud-
get hearings.

This was still not 
enough for Avella, who 
asked for more changes 
until the last day of the 
legislative session, when a 
compromise was reached. 
Avella and Aubry signed 
an agreement to revisit the 
issue in the next legislative 
session to put together ad-
ditional reforms.

The IDC agreed to 
bring what is called a hand-
down bill from the Assem-
bly to the upper chamber’s 
floor for a vote rather than 

pass Gianaris’ bill, which 
was the same bill in all but 
name.

“This is a huge step in 
the right direction,” Avella 
said in an interview. “Is it 
everything I wanted? Of 
course not, but I’m going to 
keep a very watchful eye on 
what happens.”

Avella said he will 
continue to work toward 
additional reforms that af-
fect all of the city’s library 
systems.

“I’m excited we were 
able to put politics aside to 
pass legislation,” Gianaris 
said in an interview. “We’ve 
taken many large steps for-
ward and hopefully that 
will create the greater ac-
countability to the library 
system.”

The bill will also re-
duce the terms of board 
members from five to three 
years and require that they 
are residents of Queens or 
own a business in the bor-

State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) and Michael Gianaris put aside political 
differences to get a Queens Library reform bill passed. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Pols rise above rift to pass Queens Library reform

VISIT: www.allboromason.comCALL: 718-805-2100

All Boro Mason Supply
101-42 99th Street

Ozone Park, NY 11416

Continued on Page 58
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Springtime is the most 
popular time for a home 
makeover.  So many New 
Yorkers take advantage 
of - or get inspired by – 
the improving weather to 
revive their living space. 
Cleaning, painting, get-
ting better organized and 
buying new furniture are 
popular ways people give 
their homes a face-lift and 
reinvigorate their life.

So too it can be for area 
businesses. Gothic Cabi-
net Craft has been manu-
facturing all wood fur-
niture in New York City 
since 1969. This spring, 
in their 45th year in busi-
ness, they are rebranded 
as Gothic Furniture, 

Ari Zaharopoulos, 
owner of Gothic Furni-
ture explains the trans-
formation: “Although 
the Gothic Cabinet Craft 
name has been well 
known in New York since 
soon after my father built 
his fi rst pieces downtown, 
the name can confuse 
people who don’t already 
know us, and for our web-
site and online having the 
word Furniture in the 
name became more and 
more important.” That lo-
cation, at 13th Street and 
3rd Avenue, also has some 
more New York City his-
tory, as it is seen in the 
classic fi lm Taxi Driver 
with Robert De Niro.

Gothic Cabinet Craft 
fan’s don’t need to worry, 
they still manufacture 
great wood furniture in 
their Maspeth Queens fac-
tory featuring New York 
City favorites like The 
Original Captains Bed™,  
The Original Storage 
Bed™ and The Original 
Platform Bed™  and count-
less confi gurations book-
cases and storage furni-
ture, including New York’s 
most affordable, functional 
and space saving modu-
lar closet systems. Most 
Gothic built furniture is 
available unfi nished for 
the cost conscious or the 
do-it-yourselfer.

But the name is hardly 
all that has changed at 
Gothic Furniture.  A cus-
tomer who hasn’t been to 
Gothic in a while might 
be surprised at how many 
complete rooms of furni-
ture they will fi nd, shown 
in so many different fi n-
ishes and selections with 
modern molding and hard-
ware designs. And even a 
smattering of very com-
petitively priced imported 
sets that are chosen spe-
cifi cally for Gothic with a 
true craftsman eye.  Mr. 
Zaharopoulos calls the 
import collections “afford-
able furniture built with 
the kind of quality that 
we are proud to offer, and 
particularly offer a wider 
range of furniture styles 
available at Gothic-Furni-
ture.com and GothicCabi-
netCraft.com.”

That attention to de-
tail and quality in manu-
facturing has been the 
hallmark of Gothic for 45 
years. A common anec-
dote of Gothic’s quality 
regularly show up in the 

stores when a customer 
walks in talking (and 
showing receipts) about a 
piece of Gothic Furniture 
that they still have in their 
home that was purchased 
in the 1960’s and 70’s.  The 
regularity of that occur-
rence inspired Mr. Zaharo-
poulos to start the offering 
of a Lifetime Warrantee 
on all of the furniture that 
Gothic builds.  “We have 
always manufactured fur-
niture that was built to 
last, and our older custom-
ers show how much they 
appreciate it, so the War-
rantee is a way to show 
the people who might not 
already know Gothic that 
they can count on Gothic 
furniture, and our com-
pany . . . we stand 100% 
behind every piece of fur-
niture we make.”  

Gothic also shows it’s 
appreciation for its long-
time customers by giv-
ing them special bonuses. 
When a customer comes 
in with any Gothic receipt 
from 30 years ago or more, 
they are offered 30% off 

anything they buy.  “If 
someone shows that kind 
of loyalty to us, and to our 
furniture, we do whatever 
we can to show how much 
we appreciate them.”

It is that family busi-
ness kind of feel that 
Gothic has maintained 
over the years that Mr. 
Zaharopoulos strives to 
maintain. “My father 
(Theodore Zaharopoulos) 
instilled in me a pride in 
the craftsmanship we de-
liver to every customer 
and the respect we show 
them by also giving excel-
lent service. We’ve main-
tained that commitment 
to our customers even 
more as we grew from the 
single downtown location 
that is still there today, 
where my father started 
Gothic Cabinet Craft”

And Gothic caters to 
a wide variety of custom-
ers. The fact that they still 
maintain their factory in 
Queens, and staff master 
carpenters, means Gothic 
can not only provide their 
popular line of ready-

made MADE-IN_NEW 
YORK Beds, Dressers and 
Bookcases, etc., but also 
create custom made fur-
niture at extremely com-
petitive prices.  From a 
simple desk that has to fi t 
a unique space, to elabo-
rate built in wall unit cre-
ations with pop-up tele-
vision platforms, Gothic 
builds them all with care 
and pride. And of course, 
they’ve long been known 
for incredible and surpris-
ingly affordable custom 
built kitchens. 45 years 
of building a solid reputa-
tion along with solid wood 
furniture, goes a long 
way in New York; Goth-
ic’s commercial division 
has done so much around 
town as well including a 
recent installations in a 
number of Brooklyn Pub-
lic Libraries.

Sample custom work 
photos and an online 
custom estimating form 
are available at the new 
Gothic-Furniture.com and 
GothicCabinetCraft.com.

According to Mr. Za-

haropoulos , the Gothic 
website has also evolved 
over the years and has be-
come an important place 

for customers to see 
even more of-

ferings than 
they can in 

any one 
store, and 
in “what 
w o u l d 
have been 
a surprise 

to my fa-
ther, more 

and more 
people appre-

ciate the ability 
and convenience of or-

dering furniture online.”  
As such www.Gothic-Fur-
niture.com has evolved 
to have more items than 
ever, with nearly 2,500 
pieces available online, 
all with better, more com-
plete, descriptions and ex-
act dimensions.

In store and on line 
Gothic Customers can 
choose their preferred 
wood, color and style. Or 
they can buy Gothic built 
pieces unfi nished and save 
more money by fi nishing 
it themselves. Gothic will 
even provide complete do-
it-yourself instructions. 
All it takes is a rag and 
a little elbow grease to 
save considerable money 
- and get exactly the look 
you want - by buying un-
painted wood furniture 
and fi nishing it yourself.

Most customers have 
Gothic Cabinet craft fi nish 
it for them. The most popu-
lar fi nishes are Natural, 
Dark Teak and Antique 
Cherry. But it is spring-
time, and some people just 
love a good project.  For in-
spiration go to the website 
and check out the photos of 
some of the unique projects 
that Gothic has done with 
unfi nished pieces. And do 
yourself a favor whenever 
you are looking for furni-
ture, visit a Gothic Furni-
ture location and see how 
much is in store at the New 
Gothic Furniture.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The New Gothic Furniture
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SOUTH RICHMOND 
HILL — Police were search-
ing for three suspects be-
lieved to be involved in a 
June 10 assault inside a 
hookah bar in South Rich-
mond Hill.

The NYPD said three 
men entered Aladdin Hoo-
kah Bar at 109-08 Liberty 
Ave. around 6:20 p.m. and 
began punching and kick-
ing a 17-year-old male re-
peatedly.

One of the suspects 
then hit the victim in the 
head with an unknown metal object before fleeing from the bar, authorities said.

The victim was taken to Jamaica Hospital and treated for a cut on his head, police 
said. The NYPD described the suspects as three males between 18 and 25.

No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside  
Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

h d f Q idscover the rewards of Qside
sa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa 
Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

STOP PAYING FOR TV
that you should be getting for free!

�rystal �lear �igh �e� nition ��
NO CONTRACT! NO BILLS! NO HASSEL!

212.377.3124
Specializing in residential, commercial

and MATV installations and repairs
www.tennavision.com

$25 OFF
ANY NEW INSTALLATION

With this coupon only. Expires 6/27/14

GET A FRIEND & GET $25
FOR EVERY NEW CUSTOMER YOU SEND US

With this coupon only. Expires 6/27/14

FRESH MEADOWS — An off-duty police officer was resuscitated last week after 
passing out while playing in the Police Commissioner’s Softball League at Cunningham 
Park, the NYPD said.

Authorities responded to the park around 5:40 p.m. June 18 after receiving a report of 
a 51-year-old man with chest pains.

Officers from the 103rd and 107th precincts, along with other off-duty cops who were 
taking part in the game, were able to resuscitate the man using an automated external 
defibrillator and CPR.

The man was taken to Jamaica Hospital in stable condition.

COLLEGE POINT — Police were 
searching for a brazen burglary suspect 
they said hit 25 homes in College Point 
since March.

The suspect allegedly forced his way 
into multiple houses per day through front 
and back doors, mostly in broad daylight, 
and swiped jewelry, electronics and cash, 
according to cops.

In one break-in at the end of March, 
the man entered a house and stole $12,000 
in cash and $3,000 in Chinese currency, the 
NYPD said.

Police described the suspect as an 
Asian man between 25 and 40 who weighs 
around 170 pounds.

The suspect was last seen wearing a 
green hooded sweatshirt with a zipper in 
the front, blue jeans and blues sneakers, 
police said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Men wanted for assault at S. Rich. Hill hookah bar

Three men are wanted in the attack on a 17-year-old at 
Aladdin Hookah Bar in South Richmond Hill, the NYPD says. 

Cop resuscitated during police softball game

Police hunt for College Point burglary suspect

Authorities released a surveillance image of a 
man they identified as a suspect in the burglary 
spree. Image courtesy NYPD
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BREAKING NEWS

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
signed a package of legis-
lation, passed by the City 
Council in recent weeks, 
designed to further his 
Vision Zero plan to make 
streets safer for pedestri-
ans and cyclists Monday in 
Woodside.

He held the event at PS 
152, where he first outlined 
his initiative in January, 
just weeks after the tragic 
death of Noshat Nahian, an 
8-year-old student who was 
struck and killed by a trac-
tor-trailer while crossing 
Northern Boulevard one 
block from the school.

The mayor inspected 
improvements made by the 
city Department of Trans-
portation at the intersec-
tion at 61st Street, where 
the schoolboy was killed. 
Changes include two pe-
destrian islands, enhanced 
crosswalks and newly 
timed traffic signals that 
enable  pedestrians to cross 
Northern Boulevard while 
traffic is stopped.

De Blasio then spoke 
before the media and doz-
ens of family members of 
traffic collision victims in-
cluding the third-grader’s 
parents, Nargish and Mo-
hammed Nahian.

“Every parent at that 
moment understands, when 
you stand in a spot where 
a child was lost, you feel 
something,” de Blasio said. 
“And I certainly felt again 
the loss of a young boy that 
we wish so deeply was here 
with us today, and we in his 
memory are taking real ac-
tion to make sure we won’t 
lose other children.”

The mayor signed 11 
bills meant to improve traf-
fic safety while increasing 
the penalties for dangerous 
driving. The DOT will be 
required to install seven 
neighborhood slow zones 
this year and next and 
lower speeds to 15 to 20 mph 
near 50 schools annually.

Another bill provides 
for tougher penalties on 
drivers who fail to yield to 
pedestrians and cyclists, 
and the city Taxi & Limou-
sine Commission will be 
able to strip cab drivers of 
their licenses if they injure 
or kill anyone in a crash. 
Another piece of legislation 
prohibits stunt behaviors 
on motorcycles.

“We have promised 
the people of this city that 
we will use every tool we 
have to make streets safer,” 
de Blasio said. “Today is 
another step on our path 
to fulfilling that promise, 
and sparing more families 
the pain of losing a son, a 
daughter or a parent in a 
senseless tragedy.”

The mayor also praised 
the state Legislature for ap-
proving a measure that al-
lows New York City to low-
er its standard speed limit 
to 25 mph.

“This is a huge step 
forward for New York City,” 
de Blasio said. “When you 
think about Vision Zero, 
all of its components, fun-
damentally it comes down 
to reducing speed, reduc-
ing reckless driving. This 
is an essential element 
to that plan and it’s been 
achieved.”

Paul Steely White, a 
safety activist from the 

BY JUAN SOTO

As the king of Spain 
was abdicating his throne 
in favor of his son, Spain’s 
national team in the World 
Cup was also abdicating 
its crown — unexpectedly 
early in the international 
tournament.

But while Juan Carlos 
I handed the crown to Fe-
lipe VI, Spain, and the rest 
of the world, don’t know 
who is next in the soccer 
succession line. The July 
13 final will reveal the new 
soccer king.

Fans in Queens were a 
little disappointed because 
of Spain’s premature exit 
from the matches in Brazil. 
After all, there are better 
ways to defend a crown.

“To be knocked out in 
the first round was hard 
to believe,” said Spaniard 
Sara Bouzas, a Woodside 
resident. “I was extremely 
disappointed.”

Bouzas, like fellow 
Spaniards around Queens 
and the rest of the city, 
were hoping to see Spain 
advance to the final rounds 
of the biggest sporting 
event on the planet.

But like the country 
entering a new era with a 
new king, Spain’s national 
team is also beginning a 
new chapter in its history. 
After all, in the last six 
years Spain made history 
by winning back-to-back 
European Championships 
and in between the World 
Cup in South Africa in 
2010.

“It is a new era for 
Spain,” added the Wood-
side resident. “Del Bosque 
[Spain’s coach] will replace 

some of the older players 
and will rebuild another 
winning team.”

But as Spain was being 
sent home from the world 
stage, Chilean fans were 
ecstatic after defeating the 
world champions and ad-
vancing to the knockout 
round of 16.

“Everyone was happy 
here,” said a waitress at 
San Antonio Bakery, an eat-
ery on Astoria Boulevard 
which is a favorite spot 
among soccer fans from 
Chile. “There was a lot of 
people here, and everyone 
was happy, very happy.”

But as the nation’s 
most diverse county, all 
Queens neighborhoods 

feel the soccer passion ev-
ery time a referee whistles 
the end of the game. Just 
this week, Roosevelt Av-
enue was inundated with 
Colombian, Mexican and 
Uruguayan fans, while 
Greek fans took the streets 
in Astoria after the team’s 
late penalty goal against 
Ivory Coast that qualified 
them for the round of 16 for 
the first time in the squad’s 
history. The Spartans are 
back.

In Jamaica, O Lavra-
dor, a Portuguese Restau-
rant on 101st Avenue, was 
jamming with Sunday’s 
Portugal-U.S. match. Hun-
dreds gathered around the 
seven TVs, two 120-inch-

high definition screen pro-
jectors and a Jumbotron 
outdoors that were at the 
eatery.

“It was crazy,” said 
Manuela Henriques, man-
ager at the restaurant. “It 
was an electrifying game.”

Henriques said the 
crowd was about 60 percent 
behind Portugal and 40 per-
cent for the U.S. team. The 
game coincided with a fes-
tival that O Lavrador cel-
ebrates every year for the 
festival of St. John.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by email at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Spain’s Sergio Busquets reacts to the team’s elimination from the World Cup in the first round. 
AP Photo/Manu Fernandez 

Mayor de Blasio signs 11 traffic safety bills in Woodside. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Spain exits World Cup early
Queens fans reeling from former champion’s lackluster performance

Mayor in Woodside
signs pedestrian bills

Continued on Page 58

on whether the violations 
should be legalized so the 
school would be permitted 
to build again and the sec-
ond part was whether to 
approve the enlargement 
of the building. Both were 

voted down.
“The community board 

deliberated and decided the 
way they decided,” said Jay 
Goldstein, an attorney rep-
resenting the Sephardic 
Congregation.

Goldstein said he ex-
pects the yeshiva’s applica-
tion will go before the city 
Board of Standards and Ap-

peals, which approves vari-
ances and special permits, 
by the fall.

Even if BSA does not 
approve the variance, the 
congregation could use a 
federal law called the Reli-
gious Land Use and Insti-
tutionalized Persons Act to 
challenge the decision.

The act gives religious 

institutions additional pro-
tections to challenge mu-
nicipal zoning laws if they 
have been determined to 
impose substantial “bur-
dens on the ability of con-
gregations to exercise their 
faiths,” according to a U.S. 
Department of Justice 
guide on the law.

Continued from Page 2 

CB 8



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
E 2

7–
JU

LY
 3

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

10

BT

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The small rent increases ap-
proved by the Rent Guidelines 
Board Monday disappointed both 
Queens renters and landlords in 
a decision that marked the lowest 
rise in the city agency’s history.

Many tenants had expected 
a record-setting rent freeze and 
property owners were dismayed 
at rent hikes they saw as too low.

In the 45-year history of the  
board, the 1 percent increase for 
one-year leases was the lowest 
ever approved. The board ruled 
that two-year leases would rise by 
2.75 percent.  The new hikes take 
effect Oct. 1.

“It’s a disappointment” said 
Harvey Epstein, associate direc-
tor of the Urban Justice Center, 
which provides legal assistance 
to the city’s poor

But property owners had 
wanted more.

“Real estate taxes went up 
two-eighths of a percent this 
year,” said Jimmy Silber, an 
apartment owner. “The small 
properties owner is going to be 

hit hard.”
Mayor Bill de Blasio had 

mentioned the idea of a rent freeze 
in his election campaign but did 
not make public statements on 
the issue after he took office. The 
mayor had appointed six of the 
board’s nine-member board.

Several hundred people 
attended the Rent Guidelines 
Board’s decision at Cooper Union 
Monday night, many chanting, 
shouting and jeering at the 5-4 
vote.

Many hoisted banners car-
rying huge zeros with a percent 
sign and reading “De Blaseo [sic] 
Remember Zero.”

The board’s decision affects 
986,840 apartments in New York 
City’s five boroughs, which is al-
most half the apartments in the 
city. Statistics show that more 
than 33 percent of rent-stabilized  
tenants pay more than half their 
income on rent.  Tenants of stabi-
lized apartments have a median 
income of $37,000 annually.

There are 144,000 rent-stabi-
lized apartments in Queens.

Last week Queens renters and 

a number of landlords jammed a 
room at Queens Borough Hall in 
a noisy finale to a series of hear-

ings before Monday’s vote.
 It was stranding room only 

June 18 and many participants 
carried signs displaying only a 
giant 0.

The back wall was a sea of 
yellow shirts worn by members 
of Chhaya, an advocacy organiza-
tion for immigrants, particularly 
Tibetans and other South Asians. 
Their signs were in English and 
Tibetan.

 Radel Rahman, a senior 
community organizer, said Tibet-
ans, as most immigrants, faced 
extreme problems when it came 
to finding an affordable place to 
live.

 “For us, it is more like try-
ing to get a rollback in rents, so 
serious is the problem,” Rahman 
said.

.As always, those at the hear-
ing were overwhelmingly rent-
ers, but a number of real estate 
owners addressed the hearing.

 “I know there is little sym-
pathy for landlords in this room,” 
said Tony Subraj, who owns 
apartments in Jamaica.

 “I come here as a modest-

sized landlord and the buildings 
we mange were decrepit when we 
first purchased them with hun-
dreds of violations each,” he said.  
“They now are significantly im-
proved with zero or close to zero 
violations These improvements, 
however, happened only in dig-
ging into our own pockets and 
forgoing any real return on our 
investments as Rent Guidelines 
Board increases have continually 
lagged our increase in operating 
costs.”

 Much of what speakers said 
was lost if they used the word zero, 
which set off extended and near 
deafening shouts and screams.

In May, the Rent Guidelines 
Board set the range it was consid-
ering for rent increases, which 
included zero to 3 percent for one-
year leases. For two-year leases 
the board set limits from 0.5 per-
cent to 4.5 percent.

Reach contributing writer 
Philip Newman by e-mail at 
timesledgernews@cnglocal.com or 
phone at 718-260-4536.

Mayor Bill de Blasio suggested a rent 
freeze that was rejected by the Rent 
Guidelines Board.

Tenants to see smallest rent hike in city history

Positive Beginnings Preschool
71-25 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11367

FREE Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program (UPK)
For September 2014-2015 School Year

For Children who were born in 2010
ENROLLMENT LIMITED!  Full & Half Day Program

 
                                                       

Please call Fior Ramirez at 718-261-0211 or framirez@positivebeginnings.org
Call to Schedule a visit today!

Our Program Includes:

      and FUN!



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UNE 27–J

ULY 3, 2014      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

11

BT

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window fashions with the PowerRise® or PowerGlide® motorized system made 6/14/14 – 9/15/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the 
form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. **Additional equipment is required for app operation; ask for details. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service 
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Swipe, tap, enjoy. 
You just brightened your outlook.
Hunter Douglas motorized window fashions can be operated by our remote control, 
wireless wall switch or Platinum™ App on your Apple® mobile device.** Ask for details.
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OTHER VOICES

APEC needs traffi c signal on Northern

T
he Alley Pond Envi-
ronmental Center, 
at 228-06 Northern 
Blvd. in Douglaston, 

is a great place to learn 
about ecology and the need 
to protect and preserve our 
planet.

The center sees more 
than 62,000 people a year, 
including 40,000 children. 
Many of those children ar-
rive by schoolbus on week-
days on class trips.

The problem is that 
there is no traffic signal 
by the entryway and exit 
to safely allow the cars 
and buses that visit APEC 

to enter and leave the site. 
Traffic on Northern Boule-
vard at that location speeds 
along briskly most of the 
time.

It is just a matter of 
time before there is a seri-
ous accident there, possibly 
injuring or killing people.

The city Department 
of Transportation has been 
advised of this problem 
many times. Its excuse for 
not installing a traffic sig-
nal is that traffic will back 
up on the exit ramp nearby, 
causing congestion on the 
Cross Island Parkway.

But there are dozens 

of exits throughout the city 
where highways meet other 
roadways near traffic sig-
nals and there is no issue.

Another excuse given 
is that a new APEC build-
ing will soon be under con-
struction and the position 
of the entrance and exit 
may change. According 
to the architect of the new 
building, the exit would be 
in the same position as it is 
now.

The exit is where the 
bulk of the problems lie.

There is also a need to 
create a turning lane west-
bound on Northern Boule-

vard into the center. Cars 
and schoolbuses must be 
able to access APEC from 
both directions.

If a traffic signal 
and turning lanes can be 
placed for businesses just 
down Northern Boulevard 
by a restaurant, car wash 
and driving range, surely 
APEC, which services so 
many children and adults, 
can be given the same con-
sideration.

We need action now.

Henry Euler
Bayside

IVORY BAN PASSES
The Wildlife Conservation Society, which operates 

the Queens Zoo, has led the global campaign to save Af-
rican elephants from slaughter and played a major role in 
New York state’s pending moratorium on ivory sales.

The society honored former U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton and her daughter Chelsea for their efforts 
to end the illegal ivory trade and save African elephants at 
a recent gala at the Central Park Zoo.

The Clintons were saluted by the society June 12, a 
day after the state Assembly passed a bill in Albany to ban 
the sale of most ivory in New York state. The state Senate 
approved the bill on the final day of its session last Friday, 
making New York the first state to enact legislation to pro-
tect endangered elephants and rhinos from slaughter.

Cristian Samper, president of the society, told the 
600 guests gathered under a tent as sea lions roared out-
side that he contacted Hillary Clinton after witnessing 
the massacre of African elephants in the wild by brazen 
poachers.

“If you think you know what laser-focus is, it would 
not be the truth until you’ve spent time with Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton,” said Mayor Bill de Blasio, who ran her 2000 
campaign for U.S. Senate. “When she sees a problem, she 
gives it her all.”

Clinton immediately mobilized foreign governments, 
NGOs and private citizens to join the battle against illegal 
ivory trafficking. She and Chelsea established The Part-
nership to Save African Elephants as part of the Clinton 
Global Initiative.

“At this rate, African elephants will be extinct within 
10 years,” Hillary Clinton told the Wildlife Conservation 
Society members, pointing out that 96 elephants on aver-
age are killed every day.

She said poachers armed with automatic weapons, 
helicopters and satellites have become sophisticated and 
threaten to undermine society in many parts of Africa. 
Some terrorists are using ivory sales as blood money.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has pledged to sign the bill, 
which outlaws the sale of any object that contains ivory 
less than 100 years old or consists of more than 20 percent 
ivory. Federal regulations are less restrictive on the ivory 
content.

We applaud the state Legislature for passing this bill 
despite opposition from some antique dealers in the city. 
The wildlife society, which also operates the Central Park, 
Bronx and Prospect Park zoos and the New York Aquari-
um, has fought the good fight to end the illegal ivory trade 
on its home turf, where a significant amount of ivory 
changes hands in city emporiums.
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printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
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Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Willets Point plan paid off only for developers
T

imesLedger Newspa-
pers’ recent Queens 
Tomorrow magazine 
includes the article 

“Willets shops look for 
home” and contains a ren-
dering of what purports to 
be the 1.4-million-square-
foot shopping mall slated 
for the current parking lot 
adjacent to Citi Field.

With all due respect, 
the public is entitled to a 
clearer picture of what is 
involved.

Claiming Willets Point 
was a blighted area ignores 
the fact that the blight, if 
any, was caused by the city 
collecting sewer rent from 
the area’s owners when 
there were no sewers and 
other taxes without ad-
dressing the area’s infra-
structure. The Bloomberg 
administration decided the 
225 small businesses in the 
area, with their hundreds 
of employees, had to go to 
be replaced by a develop-

ment said at the time to in-
clude retail shops, a school, 
a convention center and 
luxury housing with a por-
tion set aside for affordable 
housing.

The preliminary pre-
sentation went before Com-
munity Board 7, since the 
area was within its juris-
diction. CB 7 approved the 
application in no small part 
because of the inclusion of 
affordable housing and be-
cause then-Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg assured the 
board it would have input 
in the selection of the proj-
ect’s developer.

Bloomberg reneged on 
his promise and the board 
had no input or knowledge 
of who the developer was 
until it was a fait accompli.

One of the several de-
velopers interested in the 
project was Related Cos. 
and Sterling Equities, af-
filiated with the Wilpons, 
owners of the New York 

Mets, the lease holder of 
Citi Field. Subsequent de-
velopments suggest they 
were the selected develop-
ers and had little interest 
in the project as approved 
in 2008.

What they really want-
ed was to have included a 
gaming casino and, when 
it appeared that was never 
going to happen, the project 
became dormant until 2012, 
at which time they came up 
with a new plan.

They sought what 
they claimed was a slight 
change in the approved 
2008 plan. They wanted 
permission to have con-
structed in Willets Point 
a large parking lot. Not a 
significant change until it 
became clear there was an 
elephant in the room. They 
wanted the parking lot so 
they could transfer the Citi 
Field parking lot to Willets 
Point and on the vacated 
Citi Field parking lot con-

struct a 1.4-million-square-
foot shopping mall, that to 
be done notwithstanding 
the Citi Field parking lot is 
on Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park land, and bypass 
Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure and park land 
alienation requirements.

The City Council, 
which consistently views 
large real estate interests 
as their true constituents 
and the public be damned, 
approved the application. 
As bad as it was for the 
Council to ignore the by-
passing of ULURP and park 
alienation requirements, 
the deal was so financially 
outrageous as to make the 
misdeeds of Boss Tweed a 
simple panhandler.

The 2012 deal the City 
went along with involved 
the sale of the Willets Point 
property, which the city ac-
quired for tens of millions 
of dollars, to the billionaire 
developers for $1 — a sub-

sidy of $99 million and a 
tax abatement of about $50 
million.

As nefarious as all this 
was, it was just the tip of the 
iceberg. The Council went 
along with the developers’ 
priority. The developers 
would construct the Wil-
lets Point parking lot and, 
freeing up the Citi Field 
parking lot, it would enable 
them to proceed with their 
1.4 -mi l l ion-squa re -foot 
shopping mall.

The least priority, 
which one would recall was 
an important linchpin in 
the approved 2008 plan, 
was affordable housing. 
Under the 2012 plan, afford-
able housing was put on the 
back burner and will not be 
accomplished until 2025, 
if at all. Apart from the 
fact that that would be 17 
years after it was approved 
in 2008, I say “if at all,” be-
cause it will never happen.

The plan approved 

gives the developers the 
right to withdraw from 
Willets Point by forfeiting 
something like $35 mil-
lion. As greedy as Related 
Cos., Sterling Equities and 
the Wilpons are, they are 
astute business people, not 
stupid. After spending bil-
lions on the mall, a penalty 
to walk away from afford-
able housing, a financial 
loser, for about $35 million 
dollars is pennies. Walk is 
what will happen.

If stupidity in elective 
office were a crime, the 
past and current Council 
members who approved 
this abomination would be 
in trouble. It is to be noted 
that litigation is pending to 
let right be done and undo 
the above. One hopes the 
courts will do so.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

Gun control will be overreaching

I
f something affects 
0.0000017 percent of the 
population, is it worth 
making laws that will 

seriously affect the remain-
der of that population?

There are 3 billion 
guns in the United States. 
About 50, or 0.000001 per-
cent, of our guns were used 
to create massive crimes in 
the last five years.

If something affects 
0.000001 percent of the pop-
ulation, is it worth making 
laws that will seriously af-
fect the remainder of the 
population?

Should you create laws 
that encumber 299,999,950 
people and laws that will 
only have a slim chance of 

preventing the 0.0000017 
percent from doing these 
crimes?

This does not com-
pute. You cannot make 
laws based on the lowest 
common denominator and 
enjoy a free country. Time 
spent on an issue with this 
small a percentage is time 
wasted.

Yes, the killing of peo-
ple and children in particu-
lar is horrible and I under-
stand the trauma, as I have 
gone through that trauma 
myself, but the country as a 
whole is what is important. 
Every year thousands of 
people die or are mutilated 
by other accidents other 
then by guns, so why is the 

focus only on guns?
As per gunowners.org/

sk0802htm.htm, 1.5 million 
times a year honest citizens 
who had a gun have pre-
vented a crime or a loss of 
life. That number grossly 
offsets the number of those 
good individuals who died 
from the misuse of guns 
and these statistics justify 
and illustrate the value of 
the Second Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution.

These figures never 
reach the newspapers as 
“good” is not news.

John Procida
Flushing

Republicans fi nally waking up

I 
think U.S. Rep. Eric 
Cantor’s (R-Virginia) 
rejection by the hyper, 
anti-anything Obama 

faction is good.
The guy was an oppor-

tunistic representative of 
today’s backward-leaning 
version of the Republican 
Party. That he was not even 

regressive enough to sat-
isfy the Tea Partiers may 
be helpful in making what 
is left of thinking Republi-
cans take stock of what has 
happened to their party and 
vote against their steady 
downward spiral.

Let us hope for their 
sake that U.S. Sen. Mitch 

“No” McConnell (R-Ken-
tucky) enjoys the same fate.

Sometimes that one 
additional, dark step back-
ward is what is necessary 
to see the light forward.

Zack Pal
Bayside
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T
he construction of 
the Flushing exten-
sion of the Corona 
“L” — today the No. 7 

line — was completed from 
the east side of Flushing 
Creek to the station at Main 
Street.

Work finishing the 
stations were underway at 
the Tiemann Avenue (111th 
Street) and Willets Point 
Boulevard stations. Work 
was also progressing on 
the Roosevelt Avenue rapid 
transit and highway bridge, 
which would carry the “L” 
over Flushing Creek.

Opening of the line all 
the way to Main Street was 
not expected before spring 
1926.

●

On June 24, the first 
surveying for the construc-

tion of a massive bridge 
connecting Manhattan, 
the Bronx and Queens was 
done at 125th Street in Har-
lem.

The event was cause 
for a celebration called 
“Tri-borough Bridge Day.” 
A luncheon was held at the 
Hotel Theresa, at Seventh 
Avenue and 125th Street, 
followed by a parade from 
the hotel to a speakers’ plat-
form at First Avenue and 
125th Street.

Among the speakers 
was then-Mayor John Hy-
lan, who promised to find a 
way to finance the estimat-
ed $30 million project. The 
Triborough Bridge opened 
11 years later in 1936.

●

A heat wave gripped 
the city. On June 6, it was 

reported that on the sixth 
day of the wave, at noon 
the temperature was 95 de-
grees. In the preceding 24 
hours, five people had died 
and 12 more were overcome 
in Queens.

Some of the deaths 
were from drowning, as 
several Queens residents 
sought refuge from the heat 
in the cool but treacherous 
waters of the East River. 
Mrs. Mildred Castelli, 25, 
of Astoria, was splashing 
happily in waters near the 
shore of Astoria Park when 
swift currents swept her 
away.

On June 8, the heat 
wave broke, but not before 
a total of 17 dead and 20 hos-
pitalized.

●

In Washington, the 
Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue Queens released 
some statistics on taxpay-
ers. In Queens, 39,389 feder-
al income tax returns were 
filed in 1923. Most were for 
incomes less than $5,000 a 
year.

In New York state, 
1,221,654 returns were filed 
with an average net income 
of $3,987. In the entire Unit-
ed States, only 74 people 
filed returns showing net 
income of $1 million or 
more. Only 141 people had 
incomes between $500,000 
and $1 million and only 
3,964 people had incomes 
from $100,000 to $500,000.

●

On June 29, after crawl-
ing through small spaces, 
breaking down a bulkhead, 
moving a wall of coal bags 
and entering a cargo hold 
loaded with lumber, cus-
toms agents found 3,000 
cases of whiskey, valued at 
about $200,000, concealed 
in more than 2 million feet 
of lumber aboard the three-
masted schooner Natisco.

The “liquor was 
stacked ten feet high and 
solidly encased in lumber.” 
The ship was towed to the 
Barge Office at the Bat-
tery, and officials said they 
would not only condemn 
the schooner (worth about 

$50,000) but also confiscate 
the load of lumber (worth 
about $900,000) and, of 
course, the liquor.

●

On June 21, Philip 
Matcovich, of Astoria, tried 
out his auto-boat invention 
at the waterfront in North 
Beach. He had spent more 
than a year building his 
prototype. The machine 
was designed to travel 35 
mph on land and 12 mph in 
water.

Its body was that of a 
boat, but on land it ran on 
three motorcycle wheels. 
Once in the water, the 
wheels were raised and 
the motor connected to the 
propeller. The test was a 
success, but the machine 
had to cruise rather slowly 
in the East River to prevent 
water from entering the en-
gine and other mechanical 
apparatus.

The model cost about 
$10,000 to make and had 
some hand-made parts. 
Matcovich estimated the 
machine could be mass-

produced for about $1,500 
per machine.

●

Stretched upon a pal-
let in the old gypsy camp 
at Maspeth, Mrs. Sara Ste-
vens, veteran Queen of the 
Gypsies, lay near death.

Recently, the city 
Health Department had de-
cided that the gypsies must 
leave Maspeth. Many had 
left, but a few were allowed 
to remain until the end of 
the summer to complete 
contracted jobs they had.

Some moved to Phila-
delphia and some moved to 
a woodland 4 miles beyond 
Jamaica. It was thought 
that this woodland might 
have tempted the old queen 
to leave her home in Mas-
peth.

But she said fiercely, 
“Here I have lived, and here 
I will die.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

’26 summer heat wave caused more than 10 deaths in boro
COLUMNS

O
n March 13, 1986, 
then-Borough Presi-
dent Donald Manes 
committed suicide 

at home by plunging a kitch-
en knife into his heart.

That may have been 
the nadir of what was once 
called the “Forgotten Bor-
ough.” Staten Island seems 
to have that sobriquet now.

But from the ashes of 
this terrible event, Queens 
rose, in no small part  be-
cause Claire Shulman be-
came borough president 
and served well until 2002. 
Helen Marshall followed 

her and our borough con-
tinued to move forward.

When Alan Fried-
man died recently, I was 
reminded of that year and 
about revival and resur-
rection. Alan was hired in 
1984, when the Hall of Sci-
ence was being renovated. 
It needed to be badly.

As a representative 
of a large New York corpo-
ration which had been a 
supporter of the hall since 
its inception at the 1964-65 
World’s Fair, I made visits 
to the facility to check on 
how our money was being 
spent.

To say that the Hall 
of Science was dark and 
gloomy would be putting 
it mildly. It was that to the 
point of being spooky. How 
any student, or anyone else, 
would be turned to learn-

ing science in such a place 
was almost inconceivable.

The museum reopened 
in 1986 — the year of the na-
dir — and it was a success 
from the outset. Alan was a 
dynamo. He had vision and 
wit. He had the right cre-
dentials and the full sup-
port of Shulman. The Hall 
of Science became a great 
success in the resurrec-
tion of Queens. Science was 
fascinating, fun and involv-
ing. Students learned and 
participated.

The exterior was wel-
coming and so were all the 
exhibits and activities. Sci-
ence came alive.

Of course, many other 
elected officials helped, as 
did a board which wanted 
only the best and got it.

In that respect, the 
Hall of Science has not been 

alone. Were it not for offi-
cial and citizen action, we 
would have no fine Queens 
Museum, no glorious Bo-
tanical Garden, no marvel-
ous learning place like the 
Alley Pond Environmental 
Center, no wonderland like 
the Queens Farm Museum, 
no center of the arts like 
Flushing Town Hall.

All of those, over the 
years, were in peril of go-
ing out of business at some 
time or other. The commu-
nity rallied and kept work-
ing and today we have those 
places and so many more. I 
am sure you have your own 
favorite.

Elaine and I have been 
members of QBG and APEC 
for many years and I served 
two terms on the APEC 
board.

But the citizens who 

rallied to these places were 
tireless and they had to be. 
What had been Gardens 
on Parade in the original 
World’s Fair was almost 
gone. Ditto for APEC. The 
Farm Museum was in the 
same category. Other plac-
es were in peril.

Look around you. How 
can you help? Money is al-
ways needed, but caring is 
most important, I believe. 
Determine to do something 
to improve your communi-
ty this year — and do it.

And visit these places 
and many others in Queens, 
which need your attention 
and help. Go to events and 
classes there. There are 
many, all year long.

But, perhaps best, if 
you have the time, see QBG, 
APEC and the Farm Muse-
um, for example, on a quiet 

weekday afternoon. I have 
done that and I remember 
those visits. The Farm Mu-
seum on a fall afternoon, 
for example, made a great 
impression on me. I wan-
dered in a world of its own. 
It was magical.

Save your trees. Save 
the little and big greenspac-
es. The city is planning, 
we hear, to reach out to 
the boroughs about parks 
and playgrounds. Make 
sure that after any ribbon-
cuttings that the support is 
there for maintenance and 
expansion. Get the commu-
nity groups involved.

Alan was honored 
June 14 by the New York 
Hall of Science. Shulman, 
Marshall and others — 
elected officials and citi-
zens — turned 1986 into a 
year of resurrection.

Become a patron of cultural institutions found in Queens

n

Kenneth 
Kowald 

n
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W
ell, the first se-
mester of the de 
Blasio administra-
tion will come to a 

close June 30, and it is time 
to hand out the first report 
card. The mayor has been 
hardworking and busy im-
plementing his campaign 
agenda, despite a bit of tar-
diness at public events and 
news conferences. Overall, 
he gets high grades.

Public Safety: A-

The mayor and Police 
Commissioner Bill Bratton 
inherited a tangled web of 
stop-and-frisk history and 
a department that suppos-
edly was experiencing flag-
ging morale. On the plus 
side, murders had dropped 
to record lows with so 
many worried those num-
bers would rise.

But in the first six 
months of the year, the mur-
der rate has continued to be 
shockingly low in spite of a 
small spike in the number 
of shootings. Picking Brat-
ton was a smart move, and 
the veteran commissioner 
has been able to keep the 
peace while scaling back 
the controversial policy 
that became a lightning 
rod of last year’s mayoral 
campaign.

Public Education: A-

It would be tempting 
to give the mayor an A+ 
because of the historic cre-
ation of universal pre-K, 
an accomplishment many 
before him have tried and 
failed to implement. That 
is a great feat, but it will be 
the execution of this pro-
gram that will be the true 
test of the mayor’s and the 
schools chancellor’s mana-
gerial skills.

Also, the mayor has 
wisely pushed for greater 
funding of middle- and 
after-school programs, but 
what will be done to im-

prove the quality of middle-
school education remains 
to be seen. Resolving the 
teachers’ contract rather 
swiftly, given that it had 
lapsed four years ago, is 
commendable as was the 
provision for paying mas-
ter teachers more to train 
younger teachers.

Perhaps the only slip-
up was the ham-handed ini-
tial rejection of the Success 
Charter Schools application 
for expansion space in pub-
lic school buildings. Gov. 
Cuomo and Success chief 
Eva Moskowitz schooled 
the new mayor in squeeze 
plays.

Housing: A

Picking such pros from 
the private sector as Alicia 
Glen and Carl Weisbrod 
was a bold move by de Bla-
sio, and it seems to be pay-
ing off. He hung tough in 
the Domino Sugar Factory 
negotiation and got more 
affordable housing from 
that luxury project. He has 
proved to the wider real es-
tate community that he is a 

deal maker.
Transportation: B+

The mayor has made 
Vision Zero the campaign 
to end pedestrian fatalities, 
a centerpiece of his admin-
istration’s goals, and there 
has been progress made to 
bring down speed limits.

The whole uber, taxi, 
black car mash-up is mak-
ing the city start to feel like 
the Wild West. More needs 
to be done to speed up the 
expansion of bus rapid 
transit in the boroughs 
and even more taxi options 
outside Manhattan, not to 
mention an overhaul of the 
city’s cumbersome and con-
fusing alternate-side park-
ing regulations.

Carriage Horses: In-

complete

The mayor promised 
the animal and horse lov-
ers that he would stop the 
carriage horse industry 
early in his administration, 
but he has expended little 
political capital in trying 
to accomplish this, while 
attracting the ire of a wide 

array of foes to what many 
find a frivolous issue.

Perhaps one com-
promise would be for the 
mayor to fund the building 
of horse stables in Central 
Park and limit carriage 
horses to rides in the park. 
This will also require some 
land for grazing for these 
animals, but the mayor 
could turn it into a whole 
equine education center for 
everyone.

City Budget: A-

The ink is not yet dry 
on next year’s fiscal bud-
get, but the mayor and the 
City Council got the bud-
get done two weeks earlier 
than its deadline, and this 
is impressive considering 
the usual budget dance we 
have witnessed in the past 
decade.

The budget increased 
to almost $74 billion, so it 
seems like city tax collec-
tion forecasts are bullish. 
The mayor also compro-
mised with the Council on 
200 more officers.

Overall, it is a strong 

report card for the new 
mayor, who has also made 
huge strides to make New 
York the visible laboratory 
for progressive reform in 
America. Will Hillary’s 
coronation come to Brook-
lyn in 2016, thus adding 
another desirable feather 
to the mayor’s cap? She’ll 
need to make sure she can 
shore up the liberal base of 
the party and not get blind-
sided by another rising phe-
nom like Barack Obama.

Stay tuned for the next 
semester’s progress report 
as the mayor continues 
to tackle union contracts, 
keep crime down in a hot 
summer and make prog-
ress on affordable housing 
and raising wages for the 
working poor.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Mayor receives high report card for fi rst six months

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

NYC Financial Empowerment Centers in Queens
For Center locations throughout the five boroughs, call 311 or visit nyc.gov.  

Far Rockaway

At Workforce1 Far Rockaway
1637 Central Avenue

Jackson Heights

At Make the Road New York
92-10 Roosevelt Avenue

Jamaica

At Catholic Charities HomeBase
87-80 Merrick Boulevard, 2nd Floor

Jamaica

At Safe Space
89-74 162nd Street

Long Island City

At Urban Upbound
38-81 13th Street

Woodside

At Neighborhood Housing Services 
of Northern Queens 
60-20 Woodside Avenue, 2nd Floor 

Call 311 to schedule an appointment for FREE 

one-on-one financial counseling at an NYC 
Financial Empowerment Center near you or visit 
nyc.gov for information.

SAVE FOR
YOUR FUTURE.

We’ve helped New Yorkers …

We can help you, too.

Save for the future Tackle debt

Improve creditOpen a bank account

Courtanie saved for her 
very first apartment on 
her own.
Read Courtanie’s story on NYCDCA:

nyc.gov
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Boy Scouts and elect-
ed officials descended on 
downtown Flushing Sat-
urday afternoon to com-
memorate the founder of 
a Flushing Boy Scouts of 
America troop with a street 
co-naming.

In 1905, Daniel Carter 
Beard started the Sons 
of Daniel Boone, a youth 
group he merged with the 
Boy Scouts’ organization 
five years later.

“We are here to honor 
the legacy of Daniel Carter 
Beard on what would have 
been his 164th birthday,” 
City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) said at the 
street co-naming.

Beard died at the age 
of 91 in 1941. 

Koo and state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
unveiled a sign co-naming 
the corner of Northern 

Boulevard and Farrington 
Street as “Daniel Carter 
Beard Memorial Square.”

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for people to come 
together and learn about 
their community,” Stavisky 
said. “There is so much his-
tory within a few blocks of 
where we stand.”

After he merged his 
group with Boy Scouts of 
America, Beard served as 
the one of the organiza-
tion’s National Scout Com-
missioners for 30 years.

In addition to his work 
with Boy Scouts, Beard was 
an illustrator and author 
by profession.

He was born in Ken-
tucky and later moved to 
New York City, living in 
Flushing, where he founded 
the Sons of Daniel Boone, 
before he moved to Suffern, 
N.Y.

“Other people knew 
him as a leader, the head 

of the Boy Scouts, as a 
showman and he certainly 
was, but I knew him as my 
uncle,” said Joan Finney 
Wing, Beard’s great-niece, 
who attended the ceremony 
along with her family.

Wing, who now lives 
in Boston, recalled memo-
ries of Beard, who she af-
fectionately remembered 
as “Uncle Dan.” She said he 
would always give her gifts 
such as feathers and beaded 
moccasins whenever they 
would see each other.

“He always brought 
a gift. That’s the kind of 
person he was,” she said. 
“He shared of himself and 
he shared with children 
particularly. There was a 
reason for his forming the 

Boy Scouts, because he and 
a number of his friends 
felt that boys in particular 
needed some help growing 
[up].”

A number of Boy Scout 
leaders and groups were 
also present for the cer-
emony, including Flush-
ing’s Troop 1, which Beard 
founded.

“I see him as my ances-
tor,” said Jonathan Chao, 
16, one of Troop 1’s youth 
leaders, who has been a Boy 
Scout for five years. “Boy 
Scouts for me has affected 
me a lot, and if it wasn’t 
for Daniel Beard creating 
this program in the United 
States, then I don’t know 
what kind of person I would 
be.”

Boy Scout leader remembered with street co-naming
Lawmakers create Daniel Carter Beard Memorial Square to recognize years of service to Flushing

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC.
Benjamin Beechwood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY.  *Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.

• Beautiful Two-Family Homes
• Rental Income 
• 20-year tax abatement
• Private Roof Terraces
• Community Amenities
• Minutes From Manhattan
• Summer Occupancy Available
• Priced from $630,000*6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692 

888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com

Arverne By The SeaArverne By The Sea
Where Every Day Feels Like a VacationWhere Every Day Feels Like a Vacation

OPEN HOUSE THIS WEEKEND
Beachfront Designer Models 

Open Daily 10-6

Councilman Peter Koo, (l.-r.) Joan Finney Wing, Daniel Beard’s 
great-niece, and state Sen. Toby Stavisky pull the cover off a sign in 
Beard’s memory on Northern Boulevard. Photo by Christina Santucci



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UNE 27–J

ULY 3, 2014      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

17

BT

Jack Weidinger
Dealer Principal
3rd Generation

BUICK

John OʼGrady
Sales Consultant

For 20 Years 

Michelle Thornton
Sales Manager / Consultant

For 20 Years 

Anthony Ciuffo 
General Sales Manager

30 Years Experience

Servicing
Your

Community
For Over 
30

Years!

We Are The Largest Cadillac 
Buick GMC Dealer in New York State!

Family Owned & Operated 
For 3 Generations... Your Destination For 

Premium Family Vehicles.

Come In Today
& Schedule A

Test Drive plus...

Ask About our VIP Concierge Service.

The #1 Dealerrater.com
Dealer  On Long Island
& See Where The Other
Local Dealers Rank.

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

We Are The Largest Cadillac Buick GMC Dealer in New York State based on combined 2012 & 2013
results as reported by GM.  See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 6-30-2014.

BUICK

Open 
Sunday 
12pm-
5pm

JUST ONE VISIT
IS ALL YOU NEED.
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

State lawmakers re-
cently passed legislation 
that one Bayside represen-
tative believes will help 
better protect students on 
college campuses across the 
state from violent crimes.

State Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
partnered with state Sen. 
Kathleen Marchione (R-
Halfmoon), a representa-
tive from Saratoga County, 
to introduce a bill last year 
aimed at improving the 
15-year-old Campus Safety 
Act by creating stricter 
regulations on how schools 
are required to deal with 
violent crimes that occur 
on school property.

The bill, which unani-
mously passed the Assem-
bly May 5 and the Senate 
June 11, would update ex-
isting laws to mandate that 
colleges and universities 
wait no more than 24 hours 
after receiving a report of 

a violent felony or missing 
person before notifying law 
enforcement.

“There is currently 
no law requiring that col-
leges and universities in 
New York, when informed 
about violent crimes com-
mitted on campus, notify 
local authorities in a timely 
manner,” Braunstein said. 
“This legislation will lead 
to an increased prosecu-
tion of criminals by ensur-
ing that these assaults are 
reported to local law en-
forcement agencies, which 
are more properly trained 
to investigate serious crim-
inal issues.”

Braunstein said his 
bill was supported by stud-
ies from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice and the 
White House Council on 
Women and Girls, which 
show that one in five fe-
male college students has 
been the victim of a sexual 
assault, but only about 12 
percent reported the crime 

to authorities.
The assemblyman said 

the new regulations will 
prevent schools from try-
ing to hide crimes from the 
public and will ensure that 
students and their parents 
are not given false informa-
tion about the safety of a 
school they are considering 
for college.

“Colleges and univer-
sities sometimes attempt 
to handle these incidents 
in-house out of fear of gen-
erating negative publicity,” 
Braunstein said. “All too 
frequently, we hear stories 
about on-campus crimes, 
often sexual in nature, that 
are swept under the rug 
by colleges in an effort to 
protect their reputation. 
The perpetrators of these 
crimes should be prosecut-
ed in a court of law.”

But Braunstein also 
said the bill has a loophole 
that also ensures it com-
plies with the Campus Sex-
ual Assault Victims’ Bill 

of Rights, a federal piece 
of legislation that gives the 
victim of a sexual offense 
the right to deny reporting 
the crime to police, if they 
choose.

The assemblyman said 
the passage of the bill is the 
first step toward combating 
a rising number of violent 
campus crimes and will 
go a long way to give par-
ents peace of mind while 
their children are away at 
school.

“The passage of the 
campus safety bill sends a 
strong message that New 
York state is taking the 
problem of campus sexual 
assault seriously,” he said. 
“More can, and should, 
be done to protect our stu-
dents and ensure that col-
lege campuses are kept as 
safe as possible.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

The state Senate and Assembly recently passed a bill introduced 
by state Assemblyman Ed Braunstein that increases safety on col-
lege campuses.

State passes Braunstein’s campus safety bill

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, co dence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS
K-12 

 
 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
  

EXAM PREP

SAVE $100**
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

.

Accepting Most 
Insurance Plans

We Accept:
Blue Cross 

Blue Shield, 
Blue View & 

Most Eyemed 
Insurance

WE ARE A GVS 
PROVIDER

Please call us 
to see if we 

accept  your 
insurance

NO–LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 
w/ Metal Frames

$9999
Exam Not Included

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
w/ Metal Frames

$16999

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 - 530 
Tues. & Thurs. 11 - 730  - 430OF BAYSIDE

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES
$6999

Including Free Eye Exam

BUY 1 PAIR 
OF GLASSES 

RECEIVE 1 PAIR 
OF EQUAL OR LESSER 

VALUE*

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be 
combined with any other offers, promotions, 

Free Eye Exam 

included with purchase 

of Glasses.
Limited Time Only!

www.eyesupplyofbayside.com
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F&T Group is finally 
set to break ground on 
its long-delayed Flushing 
Commons development in 
downtown Flushing.

The developers have 
announced construction 
will start on the first phase 
of the $1 billion project 
June 30.

The development will 
transfer Municipal Lot 1, 
at the corner of 39th Av-
enue and Union Street, 
into a multi-use com-
plex which will include a 

62,000-square-foot YMCA 
and 1,600 parking spaces, 
as well as residential, office 
and retail space.

The first phase, ex-
pected to be completed in 
2017, will provide 150 units 
of market-rate housing, an 
underground parking ga-
rage and 219,000 square feet 
of commercial space.

The project was origi-
nally approved in 2010, but 
was delayed for years as 
funding for the develop-
ment dried up during the 

recession. Flushing Com-
mons is being developed 
in a partnership between 
F&T Group, the Rockefeller 
Group, AECOM Capital 
and Mount Kellett Capital 
Management LP.

The group secured 
a $235 million loan from 
Starwood Property Trust 
at the end of March to help 
finance the cost of the first 
phase.

 
— Alex Robinson

BY KELSEY DURHAM

A Bayside convenience 
store has sold the first win-
ning jackpot ticket in a new 
state lottery game, just 10 
days after the $2 game was 
first unveiled, New York 
State Lottery said this 
week.

Lottery officials con-
firmed Tuesday that the 
7-Eleven at the corner of 
41st Avenue and Bell Boule-

vard sold a Cash4Life ticket 
with the top prize of $1,000 
a day for life on June 23.

The winning numbers 
on the ticket, which the 
state lottery said was worth 
a minimum of $7 million, 
were 5, 16, 21, 33 and 47.

The winner had not 
yet been identified, but 
lottery officials said in a 
statement that they were 
urging whomever held the 
ticket to come forward and 

collect the prize as soon as 
possible.

Dorjee Lama, an em-
ployee of the 7-Eleven that 
sold the ticket, said he be-
lieved it was the first Cash-
4Life ticket the store had 
sold since the game was in-
troduced June 13.

“Not many people had 
been buying them, but they 
will now,” Lama said.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Democratic state sena-
tors in Albany have agreed 
to mend the fences between 
the mainstream party and 
the breakaway Independent 
Democratic Conference in 
a move that will take effect 
after the fall elections.

The IDC, which has 
come under heavy fire from 
Democrats in Queens, has a 
power-sharing agreement 
with the Republicans in the 
upper chamber of the state 
Legislature.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and IDC head state Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx) announced 
the reunification in a joint 
statement Wednesday af-
ternoon.

“I applaud the IDC’s 
decision. There is no doubt 
that we have accomplished 
much for the state over the 
past four years,” Cuomo 
said. “We have transformed 

the state government from 
dysfunctional to highly 
functional, a deficit to a 
surplus, and losing jobs to 
gaining jobs. There is also 
no doubt there are progres-
sive goals that we have yet 
to achieve and that we must 
accomplish next January.”

The rogue group of five 
IDC state senators has con-
trolled the Senate with the 
Republicans since 2012.

Klein heralded the 
IDC’s legislative achieve-
ments, but said it was time 
for the group to get back to 
its progressive roots.

“Yet as we reflect on 
these past achievements, it 
is also clear that core Dem-
ocratic policy initiatives 
that the IDC championed 
remain unfinished,” Klein 
said. “As Democrats, the 
IDC remains committed to 
the fight for an equal edu-
cation for all New York stu-
dents, which the Dream Act 

would provide; protecting a 
woman’s right to choose; 
increasing workers’ wages; 
and enacting meaningful 
campaign finance reform.”

The announcement fol-
lowed speculation the IDC 
was in discussions with 
the Democratic leadership 
to form a new majority co-
alition as at least two of its 
members confronted pri-
mary opponents.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who angered 
many fellow Democrats in 
the borough by joining the 
IDC in February, is facing 
a strong challenge from 
former City Comptroller 
John Liu. Former Attorney 
General Oliver Koppell has 
launched a bid to unseat 
Klein in the Bronx.

 It was unclear how 
the reunification of the two 
factions will affect these 
races.

Bayside 7-11 sells winning tix

Flushing Commons work to start

When the last school bell of the year 
rings, your child probably feels excited 
for a nice, relaxing summer vacation—
and for good reason. Every student 
needs a break from the routine and 
rigor of a busy school year. Although 
summer break should certainly be en-
joyed, Eileen Huntington of Hunting-
ton Learning Center cautions parents 
that too long of a pause in learning 
will result in learning loss—other-
wise known as regression. Huntington 
shares some statistics about summer 
regression and its effect on students: 

 According to the Johns Hopkins 
School of Education, students lose 2.6 
months of grade-level equivalency in 
math computation skills over summer 
break. The area that suffers the most 
for all students is factual/procedural 
knowledge. 

 According to the 2007 study of 
first-third graders in a school in a 
middle class  neighborhood (“Summer 
Reading Loss,” M. Mraz, T. Rasinski, 
The Reading Teacher), math decoding 
skills of 45% of the students and flu-
ency skills of 25% declined over sum-
mer. The percentages were higher for 
lower-achieving students. 

 The same authors reported that a 
review of 13 empirical studies (of 40,000 
students total) showed that reading pro-
ficiency levels of lower-income students 
declined over summer, while reading 
proficiency levels of students from mid-
dle-income families (presumably with 
better access to reading materials and 
an emphasis at home on the importance 
of reading) improved slightly. 

 One 2007 study (“Lasting Conse-
quences of the Summer Learning Gap,” 
K. Alexander, D. Entwisle and L. Olson, 
American Sociological Review), found 
that two-thirds of the ninth-grade 
achievement gap can be attributed to 
unequal access to summer learning op-
portunities in elementary school. 

Summer learning loss is a serious is-
sue, but one that can be mitigated. How 
can you prevent your child from losing 
ground during summer vacation? Hun-
tington offers several tips: 

 Keep up the reading. Have your 
child read for 30 minutes a day. If your 
child needs motivation, explore sum-
mer reading programs at your library, 
school or local bookstore, which often 

offer younger children rewards for com-
pleting certain reading milestones. 

 Write often. Encourage your child 
to write letters, keep a journal, get to-
gether with friends to start a neigh-
borhood newsletter or even collabo-
rate with siblings or cousins to create 
a family newsletter. Encourage your 
child’s inner storyteller. Don’t focus on 
correcting mistakes—keep it fun and 
simply allow your child to practice. 

 Review prior year assignments. 
If you’ve saved some of your child’s 
work throughout the school year (or 
textbooks), spend a few minutes each 
evening reviewing past assignments. 
Before school lets out, ask the teacher 
what concepts are especially important 
to brush up on throughout the sum-
mer. 

 Take classes. Most communities 
offer a range of fun, educational pro-
grams and classes for children of all 
ages—through museums or commu-
nity/arts centers. Check out what is 
available and of interest to your child.  

 Attend a summer learning pro-
gram. Huntington Learning Center of-
fers customized summer learning pro-
grams for children of all ages, which 
are a great way to keep students learn-
ing and reduce any summer regres-
sion. 

“It doesn’t take a monumental effort 
to help students minimize regression 
during the summer months,” says Hun-
tington.

Founded in 1977, Huntington is a 
pioneer and leader in the tutoring in-
dustry. For over 35 years, Hunting-
ton has provided quality instruction 
to hundreds of thousands of students. 
Huntington prides itself on being 
“Your Tutoring Solution” for students 
in all grades and subjects.  They tutor 
in reading, phonics, math and study 
skills; as well as advanced math and 
science subjects ranging from algebra 
through calculus and general science 
through physics.  They also prepare 
students for state and standardized en-
trance exams, such as high school en-
trance exams and the SAT and ACT.

Learn more about Huntington at 
www.huntingtonhelps.com. For in-
formation on franchise opportunities, 
visit www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Keep Your Child on Track 
during Summer Break

Rogue Dems return home
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VISIT ONE OF OUR QUEENS LOCATIONS TODAY

*Excluding Dark Teak, Dark Mahogany & Premium Finishes. Excluding mattresses, advertised sale items, lay-a-way orders, finance orders, custom orders & made to order finishes. Not valid for prior sales. In store specials and package deals excluded. 
Lifetime warranty on Gothic built furniture only. All products must be registered online for warranty. Visit us online for details or ask a sales associate for documentation. Installation and set-up fees may apply to some products. Delivery fees are not 
included in pricing. Photos, accessories and mattresses are not included and are for illustrative purposes only. Offers cannot be combined. While supplies last, not responsible for typographical errors. Not valid with any other offer. Sale ends 07/6/14.

gothicCabinetCraft.com
Check our website for more locations1-877-4-GOTHIC

DINERS
CLUB

MASPETH Factory Outlet & Clearance Center 
58-77 57 Street (Corner Grand Ave.) ..... (347) 881-1458
JAMAICA Factory Outlet & Clearance Center
148-02 Jamaica Avenue ........................ (718) 297-1109

YOUR
ENTIRE
ORDER 

Coupon code “10QTL0627” In store or online. Ends 07/06/14

10%   OFF
INCLUDING GOTHIC’S POPULAR FINISHES*
Coupon code 10QTL0627  In store or online. Ends 07/06/14

ANY 
ORDER 

OVER $999

Coupon code “15QTL0627” In store or online. Ends 07/06/14

15%   OFF
INCLUDING GOTHIC’S POPULAR FINISHES*

DAY BED w/ Hidden Trundle in a Soft Padded 
Leatherette Material. Avail. in a Choice of 3 Colors:
Espresso, Grey & Red. Twin/Twin #ACM1956-SP

$379
ON SALE

ONLINE 
EXCLUSIVE 

URBAN FULL OR QUEEN SIZE BED in a 
Padded Leatherette Material. Avail. in 3 Different 
Colors: Grey, White & Espresso. #ACM7008-SF

$179

OVER
30%
OFF

ON SALE

ONLINE 
EXCLUSIVE 

HEADBOARDS #G282T-P Starting at $ MATTRESSES #3400T Starting at $179 
ALL BEDS AVAILABLE IN TWIN EXTRA LONG & KING SIZES

PINE TWIN SIZE PLATFORM BED 
No Drawers, Unfinished #TPB-P

or buy it unfinished only $259

NoNoNNN  D DDDrarararrawewew rsrsrssss,, UnUnUnUnnfinfifinfi isssshehhhhh ddd #T## PB-P

OR SAVE WHEN YOU
BUY IT UNFINISHED

,,

IN ANY OF OUR 
CLASSIC FINISHES!* BUY UY UY Y Y Y Y IT UIT UIT UIT UIT UIT UIT UUUUUNFINNFINNFINNFINNFINNFINNFINNFNFNNF ISHEISHEISHEISHEISHEISHEISHEISHESHESHESH DDDDD

$99
CLASCLASCLASCLASCLASCLCLC SICSICSICSICSICSIC SIC SIC SICSIC SIC FINIFINIFINIFINIFINIFINIFINIFINISHESSHESSHESSHESSHESSHESSHESSHESSHESSHESES!*!*!*!!!!!!!

$179

$349THE ORIGINAL 
SOLID PINE PLATFORM BED 
WITH UP TO 4 DRAWERS OF STORAGE

 IN A CHOICE 
OF ANY OF OUR 

CLASSIC FINISHES!*

AB

A. NIGHTSTAND with 1 Drawer & 
Shelf 11D x 16 1/2W x 28H #G56-P

B. CHEST with 5 
Drawers 16D x 28W x 41H #G4C-P

C. DRESSER with 10 
Drawers 15D x 48W x 33H #G02-P

or buy 
it unf. 

only $119
or buy 
it unf. 

only $249
or buy 
it unf. 

only $349

 IN A CHOICE OF ANY OF 
OUR CLASSIC FINISHES!*

$149
$299
$449

Available in 
a choice of 
20 Colors 

or buy 
unfinished 

& Save 
Even More!

BUILT 
FOR THE 

PERFECT FIT 
& TO STORE 
MORE. OUR 
“MASPETH” 
COLLCTION 
BEDROOM

PIECES ARE 
MADE FROM 
SOLID PINE 

WOOD.  

Full or Queen 
Size, with 2 

Drawers, 
Unf. #PB2-P

C

ASTORIA 28-49 Steinway Street ................... (718) 932-0830
OZONE PARK 100-02 Rockaway Blvd. .......... (718) 641-4767
BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 191-22 Northern Blvd. .. (718) 321-3757
JACKSON HEIGHTS 82-16 37th Avenue ........ (718) 426-6622

SHOP OUR COMPLETE CATALOG ONLINE AT

Real Wood Craftsmanship. 
Made in NY since 1969. Proudly Made

 in New York!

RMM BEDD BUILT

DON’T BUY CHEAP IMITATIONS! BUY REAL WOOD FURNITURE AT GOTHIC.
PPPPPIPPPIPIPIPPPPIPIPIPPPIPPPIIPIPIPIPIPIIIPIPPPPPPIPIPPPPPIPPPIIPIIPIPIPIPIPPIPPPIPIPPPPPPIPPPPIPIIIPPPIPPPPPPIPIPIIPPPPPIPPPPPPPIIIPPPPPPPPPIPIPPPPPPPPPPIPIPPIPPPPPPPPPPIPPPPIPIPPPPPIPIIPPPPPPPPPIPPPIPPPPPPPIPIPPIPPPPIPIPPPPIIIPPIIPIPPPPPIIPPIIPIPPIPIIIIPPPINENENENENENENENEENENENEEENENENEEENEENENEENEEENENEENENEENEEENEEENENEEEEENENEEEEEEEEENEENEEEEEEENEEEEENEEEEEEEEENEEEEENNEEENENENEEEENNEEENENNNNEEEEEEENNNEEEEEEEENNNNEEEEEEEE TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTWWIIWWWW NNNN SSISISS ZEZEEZEE PPPPLALALALATFTFOROOOOPPPPPIPPPIPIPPIPIPPPPPPPPIIPIPIIPIIIPPPIPPPPIPPPPIPIPPPPIIIPIIIPPPPPIPIPIPPIPPIIIPIPIIIPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPIPIPIIPPPPPPPPPPPPIPIPIPIIPPPPPPPPIIPPPPPPPIIIINENENNENNNENENENNNNNENENNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN TTTTTWWIIW NNNN SISISS ZEZEEE PPPLALATFORO
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   GOING ON 
NOW!

nycschoolsnycschools
Text “prek” or “escuela”to 877 877 for alerts and info. Message and data rates may apply.   

Reply STOP to opt-out.  Terms and Privacy: help.mcommons.com/s/877877. 

Opportunity 
Starts Now™High-quality pre-k sparks a lifetime of  

learning for kindergarten and beyond.

Apply for FREE 
pre-k by the  
priority deadline 
of June 26:

� Call 311
� Visit nyc.gov/prek
�  Text “prek” to 877 877

Children turning four years  old in 2014 who live in New York City are eligible for 

FREE   at high-quality Community-Based Early Childhood Centers 

through the Department of Education.

What is a Community-Based Early Childhood Center (CBECC)?
Community-Based Early Childhood Centers, or CBECCs, include many daycare 
centers, private schools, preschools, libraries, and some museums. CBECCs 
are located across the City,  and have been screened and approved by the 
Department of Education for safety, security, and quality.

They’re ready to learn

#OpportunityStartsNow
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

The state Senate passed a bill 
last week placing a two-year mor-
atorium on a highly criticized 
plan by the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation to 
eradicate more than 2,000 mute 
swans, the same day three DEC 
agents in an upstate New York 
park allegedly took part in the 
killing of two of the birds while 
in an unmarked boat, Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) said.

Avella announced June 18 
that the bill he wrote and intro-
duced earlier this year unani-
mously passed the Senate, just 
a few days before the northeast 
Queens representative learned 
that three agents in Jefferson 
County, just south of the Cana-
dian border, allegedly shot two 
mute swans in front of spectators 
who were visiting Black River 
Bay, park-goers told local news 
station WWNY TV 7.

Witnesses described to the 
station hearing loud gunshots as 

the DEC agents killed the birds 
with a handful of baby swans 
nearby, which local residents said 
they fear now will not be able to 
survive.

The DEC could not be reached 
for comment about the incident 
this week.

Avella introduced the mora-
torium bill in February after 
the DEC came under fire for an-
nouncing a controversial plan to 
kill the state’s entire mute swan 
population — about 2,200 — by 
2025, citing the birds as an inva-
sive species that causes harm to 
several plants and animals also 
living in their environment.

But the senator argued that 
the agency did not present enough 
proof to support its plan, which 
the newly enacted legislation re-
quires the DEC to do.

“These birds have been 
around for decades and the popu-
lation is estimated at only 2,200,” 
Avella said. “How can they be a 
threat to society? This has been 
a huge issue for the state of New 

York and I am glad we will now 
have the time to properly exam-
ine and hopefully change this 
plan.”

The DEC agreed to alter its 
plans and consider non-lethal 
ways of controlling the mute swan 
population after a five-week pub-
lic comment period led to more 
than 16,000 letters and 30,000 sig-
natures on a petition to stop the 

eradication.
Upon hearing about the kill-

ings last week, Avella released 
a joint statement with Edita 
Birnkrant, campaign director for 
Friends of Animals, a Manhattan-
based animal advocacy group.

“To say that this was a hor-
rific and inhuman incident is an 
understatement,” the statement 
said. “The fact that these killings 

were carried out after DEC agreed 
to revise their eradication plan 
and present it for another public 
hearing is even more shameful 
and most definitely warrants an 
immediate investigation.”

Avella also composed a let-
ter June 20 addressed to DEC 
Commissioner Joseph Martens 
in which the senator said he was 
“absolutely outraged at these hor-
rific turn of events” and asked 
Martens how the DEC could jus-
tify the “senseless” killings. He 
also demanded that the DEC im-
mediately put a stop to all killing 
operations across the state and 
asked Martens to personally re-
view the alleged incident.

“What is even more trou-
bling is that the shootings hap-
pened in broad daylight in front 
of passers-by enjoying their day 
near the bay,” Avella wrote.

Avella’s moratorium bill 
passed the state Assembly last 
month and will now move on to 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to sign.

State Sen. Tony Avella’s bill now awaits Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s signature.

Senate approves Avella bill to stop killing of mute swans
Legislation will save 2,200 birds from Department of Environmental Conservation eradication plan

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

HOLIDAY SALE

HUGE SAVINGS OFF 
MINI SPLIT AIR CONDITIONERS
SUPER QUIET! SUPER COOL! ELEGANT! ENERGY EFFICIENT!

3D HVAC Supplies Corp.

36-07 Bud Place
Flushing, N.Y. 11354
T: 718-321-3000

HVAC

CONTRACTORS WELCOME
5–10% OFF ALL SUPPLIES

10–15% OFF  

VISIT OUR SHOW ROOM WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

FAMOUS NAME BRANDS:
PRIDIOM, CARRIER, GREE
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Registration has begun!!!
 

 

Summer Performing Arts Camp
1 week, 2 week, 3 week or 4 week enrollment available

Full day -or- Half day

Registration Hours: Mon. - Fri. 4pm - 8pm & Sat. 12pm - 4pm

*FREE IMNY shirt given to summer performing arts camp students.
��������	�
����������������������������������

132-11A 14th Avenue, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

Musical Theater ~ Jazz ~ Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~ Tap

����	������	���!���	�"������������������������"�#������	������"�$��%$���"�&����������

Acrobatics ~ Latin Dance ~ Mommy & Me ~ Combo Classes

+���&��	����		�	�"�+��������		�	�"��������/���	����		�	

NEW Drama & Voice Lessons

Monday, August 11th through Friday, August 15th from 10am – 4pm
(discounted rate available if registered by July 7th)

*For students with a strong background in dance who are looking to challenge themselves
���	����������������������������������	����	�������
��	������������������������������������	������������	������	�

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Monday through Thursday, July 7th to August 7th (5 weeks) from 4pm – 9pm



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
E 2

7–
JU

LY
 3

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

24

BT

BY ALEX ROBINSON

For Queens’ Hindus, Jamai-
ca Bay has become their Ganges 
River, a purifying source where 
they hold religious rituals to cast 
items called Puja into the water.

But Puja have caused a rift 
between some in the borough’s 
Indo-Caribbean community and 
environmentalists as non-biode-
gradable materials are often left 
in the water after rituals.

Dan Hendrick, a Queens 
film producer, said he is trying 
to start a conversation between 
the borough’s Hindu community, 
government agencies and envi-
ronmentalists to figure out an 
eco-friendly way of holding Puja 
rituals in the waters of Jamaica 
Bay.

Hendrick premiered his 
short film, “The Divine Waters 
of Jamaica Bay,” about the ritual 
at a panel discussion at the Shri 
Trimurti Bhaven temple in Ozone 
Park Sunday.

“Our goal with this film was 

ultimately to start a dialogue,” he 
said at the discussion. “Today is 
really the start of a journey for 
the film.”

Puja are often biodegradable 
offerings such as coconuts, milk, 
flowers and fruit, but can also 
sometimes be accompanied by 
aluminum foil and cloths.

The film chronicles the ef-
forts of Kamini Doobay, a young 
Hindu medical student who is 
working toward building better 
channels of communication be-
tween the borough’s Indo-Carib-
bean community and the Nation-
al Parks Service about the issue.

“For the past two to three 
decades now, a lot of non-biode-
gradable things have accompa-
nied certain offerings, and that’s 
negligent on our part,” she said at 
the panel discussion, which was 
attended by a number of leaders 
in the Indo-Caribbean communi-
ty, environmentalists and a rep-
resentative of the National Parks 
Service, which oversees the bay.

“I am not at all commending 

our community,” she added.
Doobay joined a recently 

formed group called Sadhana, 
which has started holding beach 
cleanups on Jamaica Bay on the 
first Sunday of every month.

Environmentalists have 
acknowledged that in addition 
to beach cleanups, the root of 

the problem also needs to be ad-
dressed through education. Indo-
Caribbean leaders and priests 
need to educate new Hindu immi-
grants about the harm some Puja 
offerings can cause and which 
materials one can legally leave in 
the water.

“The real issue for many 

of us is what do we do with this 
stuff?” said Charles Markis, a 
park ranger with the National 
Parks Service, who attended the 
discussion.

“We don’t want you to stop 
coming to the water. We don’t 
want you to stop doing Puja,” he 
said. “But we want to know how 
we can accommodate you so ev-
erybody can be happy and we 
can make Jamaica Bay a better 
place.”

Hendrick’s short film is also 
a part of a broader documentary 
Hendrick produced about the bay, 
called “Jamaica Bay Lives.”

The documentary is being 
edited at the moment and, once 
complete, Hendrick hopes to soon 
find a distributor for the film.

“Hopefully, we’ll be able to 
sway hearts and minds in the 
community on the issue,” Hen-
drick said.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

Dan Hendrick (r.) presents his film at a panel discussion with (l.-r.) Pandit 
Chunelall Narine, Mat McDermott of the Bhumi Project and Kamini Doobay. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Filmmaker starts conversation about Jamaica Bay ritual
Documentary explores connection between Hindu religious activities and Queens major waterway

The Administration, Faculty, and Staff of Sacred Heart School congratulate 
the GRADUATION CLASS of 2014 on all their achievements:

  21 scholarships worth more than $625,000.00
  Numerous acceptances to the Specialized Academic and Performing high schools.

SACRED HEART SCHOOL

Arianna Victoria Alvero
Nina Amato +
Katrina A. Bodh
Jayde Sarah Braun
Josephine Bullaro
John Arthur Chiaramonte +*
Matthew John Chiodi
Anya Adelina Ciarniello *
Samantha Anne Clune +*
Kristiana Deur +*
Victoria DeVine
Gabriela Sofia Espinal-Santiago
Jada Luisa Feliciano +
Luca Antonio Fierro +*
Isabella Marie Franco
Victoria Adele Freeman
Francesca Gabriel *

Vanessa M. Gallo
Daniel Alexander Goiz
Glenn J. Hartfield Jr.
Tyler James Hartman +*
George Hwu *
Sukanya D. Hyacinthe
Andrew Joseph Laszlo
Thomas J. Leuthner
Paul Nicholas Lutzky
Andrew Christopher Matusewicz
Matthew Brandon Matusewicz
William Kevin Micallef
John E. Neuenfeldt
George M. Nistazos
John Noble *
James Patrick O’Neil +
Nicholas A. Ovanessian

Daniella N. Pacifico *
Christopher William Parsekian
Savannah Lyn Pericic +
David Rey Ramos Jr.
James Peter Ricotta +
Nicholas Rizos
Jake Ryan Rivera
Jastyn Robinson +
Nelson Jose Rosario
John H. Rueth +*
Elise Michelle Sementilli
Christopher Shah
Nicole Skala
Thomas C. Soupionis
Aine Stephens
John Sullivan
Wesley Teng *

James John Vaccarelli
Matthew Valverde
Gabrielle Elise Vance +*
John Vicari
Jamila Charmaine Walker
Mikesha Marya Withanachchi +*

+ Scholarship to Catholic High Schools
* Special Public High Schools

If you want to be part of Sacred Heart School, call 718 631-4804 to make an appointment to visit the school.
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

The New York Mets 
have held blood drives even 
when Shea Stadium was 
still standing, but Monday 
was a special one.

Citi Field made it to 
5,000 pints of blood since 
it opened in 2009, and the 
person who donated that 
5,000th pint was rewarded 
handsomely.

“That person will be 
surprised and awarded 
VIP tickets to watch the 
game on the field level, an 
opportunity to watch bat-
ting practice from the field 
and a David Wright signed 
photo and a team signed 
jersey as well,” said Dan-
ielle Parillo, senior direc-
tor of community outreach 
and communications for 
the Mets.

Donors who go to the 
blood drive at Citi Field 
get a voucher for two seats 
at a Mets home game, but 
for Virginia Feinman she 
got much more then she ex-
pected.

“It’s almost surreal, 
I was almost debating on 
not even coming today,” 
winner Virginia Feinman 
said. “I was talking to my 
boyfriend and I said I re-
ally kind of just want to go 
home and sleep, but I said I 
can’t do it, I can’t skip it be-
cause if I do then I’ll feel so 
guilty about any of the lives 
that I could have saved and 
didn’t save.”

Feinman’s gut feeling 
followed through as she 
was also rewarded an op-

portunity to meet one of 
the current Met players. “I 
would like to meet Daniel 
Murphy,” she said.

Feinman is from Mas-
peth but her parents are 
from Queens. As a child, 
her parents would bring 
her to four to seven Mets 
home games a year and 
now goes to 10 to 20 games 
per year.

She considers herself a 
die-hard Met fan.

“I traveled to Chicago 
to go see the Mets [recently] 
and I’m going to go to Pitts-
burgh, so I obviously travel 
to see the team, too,” Fein-
man said.

“I’m very shocked 
right now,” she said. “It’s 
taking a little while to sink 

in, It feels like I’ll wake up 
in a couple of hours and 
find out it was just a dream 
’cause this is pretty amaz-
ing.”

The Mets have worked 
with New York Blood Cen-
ter for a long time, and when 
someone donates blood, 
three lives are saved.

“This is the biggest 
blood drive in Queens,” Joe 
Ferrara, account manager 
for the New York Blood 
Center, said Monday. “We 
usually get about 600 dona-
tions,  That’s what we’re 
expecting today, probably 
more.”

In the past, the blood 
drive has started at 10 a.m. 
but on Monday the doors 

Winner Virginia Feinman smiles as she is being told she has donat-
ed the 5,000th pint of blood since the drive started at Citi Field. 

Photo By Gabrielle Prusak

Blood drive donator’s 5,000th pint 
nets VIP treatment at Mets game

For older adults, keeping fit is essen-
tial. While so many forms of exercise 
can be hard on the body, Pilates offers a 
safe alternative to stay in shape while 
reducing the risk of injury that weight-
bearing exercises may cause. With focus 
on controlled breathing and quality of 
movement – not quantity of repetitions 
–experts agree that Pilates is one of the 
best ways for older adults to stay healthy.

If you’re an older adult and haven’t 
exercised in a while, Pilates is a safe way 
to restart a workout program. “Pilates is 
perfect for older adults because it does not 
have the impact on the body other forms of 
exercise do, and is not nearly as severe on 
the joints as most workouts are,” says Ma-
rina I., owner of Bayside Pilates and Fit-
ness. “It really is a gentle way to exercise.”

While conventional workouts tend to 
build short, bulky muscles more prone to in-
jury–especially in the body of older adults– 
Pilates focuses on building a strong 
“core.” The core consists of the deep ab-
dominal muscles and the muscles closest to 
the spine. Many exercises are performed in 
reclining or sitting positions, and most are 
low impact and partially weight-bearing.

Pilates for older adults, particularly 
on a Reformer (resistance-based equip-
ment with springs and ropes connected to 
a sliding padded carriage) is perfect. Ma-
rina explains, “It offers relatively light 
resistance rather than some gym equip-
ment, where even the lightest weight on 
the rack might be too much.”

Pilates centers on movements at the 
core instead of the extremities (arms and 
legs) where potential for injury is greater. 
In contrast with other forms of exercise, 
Pilates maintains complete control around 
the joints. Marina explains, “To the bene-
fit of older adults, Pilates teaches control 
and stability in a small range of motion, 
graduating to a larger range of motion as 
they gain control and confidence.”

Increased control and stability is cru-
cial for older adults as it helps improve 
functional movement, including bal-
ance and posture. “It is natural for peo-
ple to lose some of their balance and co-
ordination as they age. Pilates increases 
strength and flexibility in both the core 
and the legs, which positively affects 
balance. These factors, along with ba-
sic fitness benefits, can help older adults 

reduce the risk of falls,” enthuses Ma-
rina. “Pilates is also a good way to rehab 
from surgical procedures such as hip 
replacement or knee surgery.” 

Pilates also helps with a variety of 
age-related ailments. Arthritis suffer-
ers benefit because the gentle mid-range 
movements decrease the chance of joints 
compressing while maintaining the range 
of motion around them. Pilates can also 
help sufferers of osteoporosis or lumbar 
spinal stenosis. For osteoporosis, simple 
standing Pilates leg exercises may increase 
bone density in both the spine and the hip. 
Exercises for lumbar spinal stenosis can 
stretch tight back muscles and strengthen 
the extensor muscles of the spine, which 
counteracts the forces of gravity that can 
pull people into a hunched position. “The 
exercises are not interchangeable. If you 
have either of these conditions, it is impor-
tant that you inform your Pilates instruc-
tor. The instructor knows how to modify 
exercises so that you do not hurt yourself,” 
advises Marina.

Pilates has also been documented to 
slow or reverse the effects of debilitating 
diseases like Parkinson’s and multiple 
sclerosis. For example, mid-range motion 
of the exercises can help people overcome ri-
gidity and become more limber. It can even 
help with brain traumas like a stroke. 

 “The sooner people who suffer brain 
damage or a stroke can start balance ex-
ercises with Pilates and get their bodies 
moving symmetrically,” says Marina, 
“the better they will fare in their overall 
permanent outcome.” 

Marina I. is a certified Pilates instructor 
at Bayside Pilates & Fitness, 718.224.7476, 
35-16 Bell Blvd., Bayside. She is enthusias-
tic about the health, balance, and quality of 
life contributions Pilates can have on older 
adults. Contact her to discuss getting started 
on improving your quality of life today! 

A D V E R T O R I A L

Pilates and Older Adults: A 
Gentler, Effective Way to Stay Fit

SUCCESS ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOLS — NYC
is applying to open new public charter schools in Queens.

When: August 2015 and August 2016

Where: Community School Districts 27 (August 2015) and 24, 28, and 30 (August 2016)

Grades: K and 1st grade for the opening school year and serving K-12th grade at full scale

(pre-K, middle school, and high school grades subject to government approval)

Success Academy has a proven record of excellence, with our scholars 
consistently scoring in the top 7% of public schools in New York State
for reading, science, and math.*

To learn more about Success Academy’s proposed new schools,
please visit: SuccessAcademies.org/NewSchools

We encourage your input:
NewSchools@SuccessAcademies.org

* For source information: SuccessAcademies.org/results

Continued on Page 58



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
E 2

7–
JU

LY
 3

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

26

BT



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UNE 27–J

ULY 3, 2014      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

27

BT

Group Health Incorporated (GHI), HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP), HIP Insurance Company of New 
York and EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC are EmblemHealth companies. EmblemHealth Services 
Company, LLC provides administrative services to the EmblemHealth companies. Neighborhood Care is 
a division of EmblemHealth. ©EmblemHealth Inc. 2014, All Rights Reserved.

smallsteps.emblemhealth.com

THE QUEST FOR FRESH GREENS AND 
PERFECTLY RIPE VEGGIES. A RECIPE FOR 
A HEALTHIER YOU.
Fresh local produce is back in season. Stop by a Green Market in the  
neighborhood and pick up some groceries for a healthy meal. Hungry for 
more? We’re here to help. And we’re with you every small step of the way.
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BY BILL PARRY

Elmhurst and sur-
rounding communities are 
poised to turn up the heat 
on City Hall for its decision 
to move homeless fami-
lies into the 216-room Pan 
American Hotel on Queens 
Boulevard.

Community Board 4 
has announced a town hall 
meeting to be held Monday 
at 7 p.m. in the Elks Lodge, 
at 82-20 Queens Blvd., where 
residents will be allowed to 
voice their grievances.

Elected officials and 
representatives from the 
city Department of Home-
less Services and Samari-
tan Village, which runs the 
facility, will be available to 
answer questions.

“Both agencies 
reached out to us two weeks 
ago after they started mov-
ing people in,” CB 4 District 
Manager Christian Cassa-
gnol said. “We’re seeking 
transparency here, looking 
to extinguish the fires and 
cool things down around 
here.”

In addition to the 
public hearing, local civic 
associations will stage a 
protest against the home-
less shelter outside the Elks 
Lodge. More than a thou-
sand people rallied in front 
of the Pan American Hotel 
June 17, voicing their out-
rage that DHS began mov-
ing homeless families into 
the vacant building June 6 
without advance notice.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said he was told 
the families were already 
ensconced.

“The residents of 
Elmhurst have every right 
to be alarmed about the 
hasty conversion of the fa-
cility,” state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights) said. “They de-
served to be consulted, or at 
the very least notified, be-
fore such a drastic change 

was imposed on them.”
There are already 

three other social service 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood that is home to one 
intermediate and two el-
ementary schools in the 
immediate vicinity of the 
homeless shelter.

Meanwhile, 17 mem-
bers of the Council sent 
a letter to Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, dated June 17, that 
urged the city to use feder-
al housing programs to ad-
dress the problem of family 
hopelessness.

They wrote that the 
last four mayors made 
priority referrals for tens 
of thousands of homeless 
families to New York City 
Housing Authority public 
housing apartments, along 
with federal Section 8 hous-
ing vouchers until former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
ended the program a de-
cade ago.

“I don’t know about 
that specific letter,” de Bla-
sio said in response to a 
question at a traffic safety 
news conference in Queens 
Monday. “I haven’t seen it.” 
(that’s right) 

Dromm was surprised 
at the mayor’s response.

“It’s unfortunate that 
he hasn’t read it because 
it’s vital,” he said. “There 
are 53,000 homeless in the 
city right now. We should 
prioritize them in NYCHA 

housing, they should be 
given top priority to go in 
there.”

The mayor did speak 
of his administration’s ap-
proach to the current crisis 
without addressing the sit-
uation at the Pan American 
Hotel.

“We have to address 
the homelessness crisis 
with a variety of tools — 
rental subsidies, anti-evic-
tion legal services, Section 
8 vouchers and certain se-
lect spaces in public hous-
ing,” he said. “That’s for 
families that have been on 
the NYCHA wait list, fami-
lies that have been in shel-
ter for a year or more. So we 
have a particular approach 
we’re using that certainly 
will lead hundreds of fami-
lies to end up with spaces in 
public housing.

“But we’re using all 
these tools, and then in the 
near term, our affordable 
housing plan writ large 
will start to kick in with 
both affordable housing 
in general and supportive 
housing. We want to use all 
those tools and then deter-
mine from there how to, you 
know, mix the numbers we 
use for each and see what 
makes the most sense.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

The future of the Pan American Hotel as a homeless shelter is still 
being debated in Elmhurst. Photo by Bill Parry

Elmhurst to debate
Pan Am shelter plan

NEW CONSTRUCTION  
2 & 3 BEDROOM CONDOS

Ultra contemporary layouts 
Parking and storage  

Terraces and vaulted ceilings 
Modern appliance package included

STARTING AT $379,000
Low common charges and tax abatement

546 East 87th Street, Brooklyn  
(Foster & Farragut Ave)

87LOFT

COLDWELL BANKER LABARCA

 917.246.0910  ·  LOFTS87.COM

Open Houses: Sunday 12-4PM, Tuesday & Thursday 3-8PM

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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1-800-BUY-FENCE

CEDAR PVC SALE! 
10-20% OFF

*

FREE “AT HOME” 
ESTIMATES

On Most Styles

*10-20% off qualified in-stock purchase of cedar PVC with installation with this ad.  Minimum purchase of $2000 required to receive up to 20% discount.  Minimum purchase of 200 feet required to use 
additional 10% discount when you bring in ad.  Maximum discount with ad is 28%.  Not applicable on prior purchases.  See store for details. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk
Residential & Commercial

*****1*11*1**1**1*1**1*100000000-0-20200222202020020%%%%%%%%%%%%% fffffofoofffff ququq lllalaalififififiiiieiieiedddddddd iniinnnin ss-ss-sttottoto kkkckcck pppurrur hhchhhhchhchasasaaseee ffofof cccc ddeedeedarar PPPVCVCVCVC wwwwwititithhhh iininsttststssttst laalaaalllalatititionoononnon wwww ssssss aaaaadddddddddddddddd MMMiMiMiMiMMiMiMiMMiMiMi iiiiiniinininimummumumumumuumumummmmmmmmhhhhhhhhh thhththththtthththiiiiiiisisisiswwwwwwwwwititititititiitithhhhhh

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntingon Area

(631) 760-9791 SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

TThhTThhThheeeeeeeeee 
AArArreaeaeaeaaaaaaaaaeaaaaaaaaa
779191119191

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011

Based on 200 Feet or More

The look of cedar with 
the durability of PVC

AMITYVILLE STORE OPEN SUNDAY 11AM-3PM

Thanks to a whole new crop of 
outdoor living conveniences, hom-
eowners now crave all the comforts 
of indoor spaces — only outdoors. 
Today’s diverse lifestyles dictate 
what families want to add to patio 
plans. Among these are open-air 
kitchens, outdoor fireplaces and 
fire pits, and what are commonly 
referred to as “outdoor rooms.” The 
cost connected with installation, 
especially where quality is of par-
amount importance can be high. 
As a manufacturer in the concrete 
pavingstone and wall systems in-
dustry, I help do-it-yourselfers, 
landscape designers and profes-
sional contractors address current 
trends in outdoor living and to 
turn “wish lists” into reality. 

Cambridge Pavingstones with 
Armortec® and Cambridge Wall-
stones offer a comprehensive line 
of products for outdoor lifestyles 
that combine unmistaken qual-
ity, natural beauty and value with 
design versatility. However, we at 
Cambridge have eased the design/

build factor with all-inclusive, pre-
packaged design kits on our entire 
line of outdoor living products. For 
example, our fire pit kits are ready 
to install. Models are complete 
with grates for grilling, optional 
fire screens and galvanized, stain-
less steel covers while outdoor fire-
places have dimensional cast stone 
surround options in a choice of col-
ors.

There is even an L-shaped, 
open-air kitchen kit with a stain-
less steel appliance package and a 
decorator-inspired, granite coun-
tertop included. More adventur-
ous cooking enthusiasts can opt 
for a Cambridge Outdoor Pizza 
Oven Kit that also bakes bread and 
roasts veggies with an old world, 
brick oven flavor derived from an 
authentic wood-fired oven. Choose 
a pre-packaged Cambridge Patio 
Pub & Bistro Table for seating and 
gathering and/or a Grill and Bar 
Module Kit for food preparation, 
all with tops in matching granite.

A pergola is typically an open-

sided, garden structure that con-
sists of pillars that support a par-
tially open roof structure, such as 
latticework or a trellis. In contrast, 
a patio pavilion also has open sides 
but a closed roof. Both can convert 
an open patio into a sheltered out-
door room. Columns (pillars) can 
be anchored into the pavement or 
set on columns (pedestals) a few 

feet above ground level. If building 
these structures seems a bit intim-
idating, Cambridge offers pergolas 
and pavilions in pre-packaged kits. 
The structures are set on any Cam-
bridge wallstone columns (sold sep-
arately). For added convenience, a 
pre-packaged column kit is avail-
able in a variety of color options. 

Pre-cut and pre-packaged kits 

help professionals give you com-
petitive pricing by reducing time 
and labor costs so you can be ready 
for greater outdoor living experi-
ences this season. For more out-
door living ideas and the near-
est distributor, visit Cambridge 
online at www.cambridgepavers.
com. If you have any questions, e-
mail them to Charles Gamarekian, 
at cambridge@cambridgepavers.
com.

About the writer: Charles H. 
Gamarekian is Chairman/CEO 
of Cambridge Pavers Inc., manu-
facturers of Cambridge Paving-
stones with ArmorTec®, Cam-
bridge Wallstones and a full line 
of products for outdoor living. He 
is a founders and board member 
of the Interlocking Pavement In-
stitute (ICPI) organized in 1993. 
Mr. Gamarekian is recognized 
worldwide as an expert in his 
field and is a frequent speaker on 
the proper installation of paving-
stones, wallstones and many out-
door living products. 

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Many Current Trends In Outdoor Living Amenities
Are Captured In Easy To Install Pre-Packaged Kits
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Photos by Ken Maldonado 

Ken Maldonado 

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Steven Malecki
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Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Unfurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200
Offer expires Dec. 2014. Not to be combined with any other offer. 

They’ll be coming your way –

Join NYCEDC’s Vendors List

M/WBE and DBE business are encouraged to join

nycedc.com/vendorslist
Opportunity M/W/DBE



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WWAYAYAAY
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101 VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ̂ slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating 
condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ ^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
1
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CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 $103
Stk# 1382, 3k mi. Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $115

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY $$

ACCORD LX012 HONDA

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236

,

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
5k miles, Stk#3428

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $18,995

EXPLORER2012 FORD

Stk# 2398, 34k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $21,895

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA
$8,995

SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
32k miles, Stk#1616

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

MKS2010 LINCOLN

Stk# 4985, 69k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$15,995
328xi2011 BMW

Stk# 661029, 32k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
M372011 INFINITI

Stk# 1237, 27k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,995

PLUS TAX
,

P

CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 BMW 328xi

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

22013 BMW 328xi

BUY 
FOR: $25,995

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 DODGEGR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $12,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER 
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER 
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<< PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 130k 544413 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
2008 Toyota Camry, 65k 6035 $8,995
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
     MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2012 Volkswagen Passat, 22k 4362 $13,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2011 Infiniti FX-35, 39k 1054 $24,995
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
             MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995 
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37, 52k 83017 $14,888
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 134954 $16,900

YOU DON’T NEED TO TRAVEL TO BRAZIL TO
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Home and business 

owners in Bayside and sur-
rounding neighborhoods 
have recently lodged doz-
ens of complaints with 
elected officials and civic 
groups after seeing several 
clothing donation boxes 
that appear to be scams pop 
up throughout the area.

The large pink boxes 
with the words “clothes 
shoes drop” written in all 
capital letters on one side 
have been a source of con-
cern for many residents of 
Bayside, Little Neck and 
Oakland Gardens since 
they started appearing 
throughout the area about 
six months ago, when Com-
munity Board 11 District 
Manager Susan Seinfeld 
said the board first began 
receiving complaints about 
them.

The boxes are printed 

with “Our Neighborhood 
Recycling” on the side and 
a phone number with an 
855 area code, but residents 
say they fear the drop boxes 
are not there to benefit le-
gitimate charities.

“We don’t always know 
who does it, but there’s only 
one company who actually 
clearly marks the boxes 
with their organization,” 
said Seinfeld, who went on 
to identify that organiza-
tion as USAgain. The group 
is a national textile recy-
cling company that collects 
used clothing and brings it 
back to life in order to sell 
apparel at reduced costs for 
people who cannot afford 
new clothes.

A woman who an-
swered a call placed to the 
phone number on the box 
said Our Neighborhood 
Recycling ships the clothes 
overseas but hung up with-
out giving more details. 

Community leaders said 
they fear whomever is plac-
ing the boxes around the 
neighborhood is taking 
the clothes donations and 
selling them for personal 
profit.

Seinfeld said the city’s 

administrative code has 
clear regulations on where 
drop boxes can be placed, 
and no boxes are to be put 
anywhere on public proper-
ty. Donation boxes are only 
allowed to be placed on 
private property, she said, 

with the permission of the 
owner.

Many homeowners and 
restaurant owners have 
called to complain about 
boxes being placed on their 
property overnight without 
their consent.

Seinfeld also said the 
city code requires that the 
city Sanitation Depart-
ment, which deals with any 
illegal donation boxes, gives 
30 days notice before it is le-
gally allowed to haul them 
away. In the meantime, she 
said Sanitation inspectors 
who are called to the sites 
each time a complaint is 
filed have begun placing 
stickers on the boxes warn-
ing people not to donate any 
items of clothing.

“These people put this 
box somewhere knowing 
they can leave it there for 30 
days before anyone can do 
anything about it,” Seinfeld 
said. “They’re attracting 

people to come and throw 
all kinds of garbage around 
it and I think people are un-
der the impression they’re 
giving to a charity when 
they’re really not.”

Michael Feiner, presi-
dent of the Bayside Hills 
Civic Association, said his 
group has also received 
complaints from residents 
and said he forwards them 
to CB 11, elected officials 
and the 111th Precinct to 
spread the word about the 
problem. Feiner also said 
the complaints have be-
come much more frequent 
in recent months.

Seinfeld said anyone 
concerned about a box that 
may be illegal should file 
a complaint either with 
CB 11 or Sanitation so the 
agencies can continue to 
address the issue.

“It’s definitely a prob-
lem,” she said. “It’s an eye-
sore.”

Suspicious clothing donation boxes popping up around northeast 
Queens have caused dozens of residents to file complaints. 

Courtesy photo

Suspicious clothing donation bins plaguing Bayside
Residents worry that drop boxes being placed on streets are not associated with real charities

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“My aunt died in peace and comfort in her beloved Brooklyn,
thanks to Calvary’s end-of-life care.”

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

“My Aunt Maryann was like a sister to me. I loved her dearly, just as much 
as she loved our family – and Brooklyn. When terminal cancer invaded her 
precious body, Calvary Home Hospice was there to take her out of pain. 
When it was necessary to move to a hospital, you were there once again 
at Calvary Hospital in Brooklyn, with your same expert palliative comfort 
and care. Calvary never missed a beat in caring for my aunt – and for us. 
Thanks to you, my Aunt Maryann was able to stay in her beloved Brooklyn. 
As a nurse and a niece, thank you, Calvary. I will never forget you.”

– Colleen Lee, RN
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AT MADISON SQUARE GARDEN!

LIBERTY PRIDE NIGHT

FRIDAY | JUNE 27 TH | 7:30PM

RAINBOW THUNDERSTICKS
GIVEAWAY TO THE

FIRST 5,000 FANS!
FOR TICKETS: NYLIBERTY.COM OR 212.465.6766

PRESENTED BY
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BY JUAN SOTO

Filmmaker Francis 
Ford Coppola wandered the 
Jamaica High School halls 
in the mid-1950s.

Those same halls were 
witnesses to the birth of 
the first doo-wop rhythms 
of The Silvertones, known 
later as The Cleftones.

A Pulitzer Prize poet 
worked at the school’s 
newspaper, while one stu-
dent ended up as U.S. attor-
ney general.

The list of notable 
alumni is long, but all the 
glory hidden in the class-
rooms and the walls of the 
once-brilliant Jamaica 
High School will soon be 
part of history. The institu-
tion, which opened in 1925, 
is shutting its doors this 
week.

Former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg placed Jamaica 
High on his list of failing 
schools on the grounds that 
the educational facility at 
167-01 Gothic Drive had 
had low graduation rates 
for more than a decade.

Since 2011, the school 
has been phasing out one 
grade per year. In the cur-
rent school year, there is 
only the senior class left at 
the school. Jamaica High 
will celebrate its final grad-
uation this week, almost a 
century after its doors were 
opened for the first time.

“This is such a beauti-
ful school,” said state As-
semblyman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens), who 
graduated from Jamaica 
High in 1974. His mother 

taught biology, chemistry 
and Spanish at the insti-
tution for more than 40 
years.

“We had a dress code 
here,” recalled Weprin, 
as he admired the school 
building, designated a city 
landmark in 2009, on a visit 
to the campus this week.

The structure is now 
home to the Hillside Acad-
emy, Community Leader-
ship and Queens Collegiate 
schools.

Jamaica High, with an 
enrollment of more than 
4,500 students in its good 
days, was Weprin’s politi-
cal learning ground. He 
was active in student gov-
ernment and all the other 

associations linked to po-
litical and social causes.

Students, alumni, 
community activists, elect-
ed officials and neighbors 
fought hard to keep the 
school open, but they ended 
up losing the battle. They 
held rallies and protests to 
no avail.

“The school brings 
back a lot of memories,” 
Weprin said. “I am a little 
disappointed we are not 
even keeping the name.”

And right there, speak-
ing with TimesLedger 
Newspapers, the assembly-
man came up with an idea. 
He said he will introduce 
a bill in the Assembly to 
change the name back from 
the actual Jamaica Educa-
tional Complex to Jamaica 
High School.

“I am going to look 
into this,” he added. “At 
least the place has to keep 
its name.”

Weprin will be the 
speaker at the last gradua-
tion. It will not take place 
in Jamaica High’s historic 
auditorium. Seniors, fac-
ulty and family members 
will gather at Antun’s in 
Queens Village.

“I will remind them 
that they will be part of his-
tory as the last graduating 
class of Jamaica High,” We-
prin pointed out. “But most 
important, I will tell them 
that they be whatever they 
want to be.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by email at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Assemblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows) will intro-
duce a bill calling for keeping 
the school’s name. He graduat-
ed from Jamaica High in 1974. 

Photo Nat Valentine 

Last grads close door
forever at Jamaica HS

Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

are today without the men-
toring that they received 
from Geri,” Vaccaro said of 
the several science instruc-
tors at the ceremony.

Vaccaro also thanked 
Cilmi’s son and husband 

for forgoing hours with her 
so she could focus on her 
career.

Thomas Cilmi, the 
late teacher’s husband, and 
their son Salvatore Cilmi 
both choked up when dis-
cussing her and receiving a 
duplicate of the new street 
sign.

“This really just 
makes us feel like she’s still 

around,” said Salvatore Cil-
mi. “And this is something 
that we can pass by every 
day and remind us that she 
not only had an effect on 
our lives but an effect on 
everyone here.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 2 

Renaming



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UNE 27–J

ULY 3, 2014      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

37

BT

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Our Technicians 
Are Proven Pros 

With Certifi cation 
From ASE And 

N.Y. State 
Recognized

NYS
INSPECTION

STATION

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto 
Repair Service Station 

Please Call 
The BBB (212) 533-6200 

MEMBER OF 
BETTER 

BUSINESS 
BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

SUMMER SPECIAL BRAKE SERVICE 
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

New Anti-Freeze

Battery Pads or Reline Shoes

Dex Cool Anti-Freeze Add $10.00

Only 

$24
Reg. $29.95

$79 $99
$49

Dex-Cool 

Add $10

Most Foreign & 

Domestic Cars 

Includes:  

IO Point Safety 

Check and Up To 5 

Quarts Motor Oil

Rotate tires 
$10.00  extra

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 7.27.14

$20 

Additional For 

Semi-Metallic

TONY PANVINI,
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 7.27.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 7.27.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 7.27.14

Serving

Bayside 

For Over

25 Years
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

High School for Con-
struction Trades, Engi-
neering and Architecture 
teachers hope an inaugu-
ral scholarship commemo-
rating alumnus Roman 
Pirozek will help the late 
Woodhaven teen’s spirit and 
skills live on in the tools of 
a future tradesman.

Pirozek, a CTEA grad-
uate, died when a mobile 
helicopter he was flying in 
Calvert Vaux Park turned 
and collided with him in 
September 2013. He was 19.

Several staff at the 
Ozone Park school started 
raising money for the in-
augural Roman J. Pirozek 
Memorial Scholarship last 
fall.

They started an on-
line fund-raising campaign 
and skipped shaving for a 
month so money that would 
have gone toward razors 
and shaving cream wound 
up in the pot.

Later this spring, the 
staff organized a benefit 
dinner to boost the fund 
in honor of the first $1,000 
scholarship and a plaque, 
which were slated to be pre-
sented to recipient Rickey 
Ramkishun during CTEA’s 
graduation this week, 
according to global and 
American history teacher 
Brad Shenkman.

“He’s always around 
helping out with different 
events ... whether it be a 
music concert or art show, 
he’s always in the booth up-
stairs doing the lights and 
sounds,” Shenkman said. 
“He’s a great student who is 
committed to helping oth-
ers, just like Roman did.”

Shenkman said he and 
faculty in the construction 
department compiled a list 

of criteria to narrow down 
the nearly 90 potential 
recipients in the school’s 
construction program. It 
was decided the beneficia-
ries should share Pirozek’s 
passion for construction, 
his giving spirit and em-
body the honor and respect 
he was known to show at 
CTEA.

Ramkishun, who lives 
near the school’s 94-06 104th 
St. campus, is scheduled to 
begin a roughly four-year 
electrical construction ap-
prenticeship through the 
International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers Local 
3, according to electrical 
instructor Angel Texidor.

“I had to borrow mon-
ey just so I could get the 
tools and safety equipment 
that you need to get going,” 

Texidor said of the training 
program that he completed 
and that Ramkishun is en-
tering. “That’s probably 
what he’ll use the money 
for.”

Shenkman said the 
Roman J. Pirozek Memo-
rial Scholarship fund has 
collected more than $5,400. 
He hopes to pull from it and 
award of $1,000 annually to 
CTEA graduates for years 
to come.

“This was all based on 
Roman and the impact he 
had,” Shenkman said. “He 
was truly, truly above and 
beyond what anyone here 
has seen.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

Attention Men

Not feeling like your usual self?
It may be low testosterone —

and you have options.

Tired? Low sex drive? Losing muscle tone?
Maybe even a bit depressed?

I may be more than just age. It could be 
low testosterone. Although millions of men 
suff er from low testosterone, very few know 
they even have it — or that they can do 
something about it.

Low testosterone can easily be diagnosed 
by a simple blood text. Please contact us 
to discuss several potential options for the 
treatment of low testosterone.

Dr. Kaminetsky is a board-certifi ed urologist

Take the Next Step

Is chronic constipation  
a problem for you?
Are you experiencing less than  
3 bowel movements per week?
Consider joining a research study for individuals with chronic constipation. If you’re aged 
18-80 and experiencing less than 3 bowel movements a week, you may qualify. If you 
qualify, study exams and investigational drug will be provided to you at no cost. There 
may be compensation for your travel.

Call Manhattan Medical Research to learn more! 
917-409-3931 or ltisdale@manhattanmedicalresearch.com

Advertise your Clinical Studies in New York’s 
largest group of community newspapers.

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice: 718-260-4537

Teachers at the High School for Construction Trades, Engineering 
and Architecture have created a scholarship in memory of alum-
nus Roman Pirozek, who was killed in a remote-controlled helicop-
ter accident.

Woodhaven school honors  
alum killed by fl ying toy

As far as preparations 
for a strike are concerned, 
Adam Lisberg, chief MTA 
spokesman, said buses 

would play a role in ac-
commodate riders in the 
event of  strike.  Parking 
lots at Citi Field and Ken-
nedy Airport have been 
mentioned as possible spots 
where LIRR riders could 
drive their cars and park 

before boarding buses.
      “But some people talk of 
‘replacing’ the LIRR with 
buses,” Lisberg said. “Noth-
ing can replace the Long Is-
land Rail Road, which car-
ries an average of 300,000 
passengers each day.”

Continued from Page 5 

LIRR
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Brooklyn Bridge, so I think 
we’ll have an unobstructed 
view,” owner Frank Raf-
faele said. “At Gantry Park 
they think they won’t see it 
because their angle is a lit-
tle bit different. It’s a leap of 
faith, but we’re going to put 
on our rose-colored glasses 
and party either way.”

Veso Buntic, owner of 
the waterfront restaurant 
Anable Basin, a bit further 
north, doesn’t think they’ll 
have a view of the fire-
works.

 “It’s very disappoint-
ing. We booked a live band 
and everything,” he said. 
“We waited so long to get 
them back on the East 
River.  It’s really sad that 
they’re down in Brooklyn.”

A spokesman for Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz said she will work 
with the mayor and Ma-
cy’s to move future shows 
further north to make the 
fireworks more visible to 
the 2.3 million Queens resi-
dents.

Fireworks fans can 
still get their fill, earlier 
in the week, thanks to the 
Central Astoria Local De-
velopment Coalition’s 32nd 
Annual Waterfront Inde-
pendence Celebration June 
30.

“Thanks God for Asto-
ria, right?” CALDC Execu-
tive Director Marie Tornia-
li said. “What better view 
from the lawn in Astoria 
Park?  The Gruccis shoot 
them off of Randall’s Island 
right over your head. We 
really pack them in with 
crowds of 10,000 every year. 
Ours is much more inti-
mate.”

City Councilman Cos-
ta Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) is a proud co-sponsor of 
the event.

“They do such a great 
job every year,” he said. 
“It’s a unifying event for 
the community and an eco-
nomic boom for the neigh-
borhood.”

The 25-minute fire-
works display will be pre-
sented by the Grucci team, 
fresh from delivering a 
world record-setting dis-
play in Dubai.

“We’re delighted to be 
able to produce a fireworks 
extravaganza that can be a 
shared experience for the 
entire community,” Chief 
Executive Officer Phil 
Grucci said. “By using the 
most advanced science and 
envisioning our fireworks 
as performers and the sky 
as a stage, it’s a fantastic 
and theatrical fireworks 
performance guaranteed 
for all in the audience.”

The show gets under-
way at 9:15 p.m. and it fol-
lows a performance by the 
50-piece Queens Symphony 
Orchestra that begins at 
7:30 p.m.

“It’s a great night 
and we love it or else we 
wouldn’t do it every year,” 
Torniali said.

Continued from Page 5 

Fireworks
of Queens Quiet Skies, who 
said her past experience 
with the FAA has been the 
opposite. “You want fewer 
delays and to save money, 
but every day over my head 
I have planes flying at 87 
decibels. We want you to 
understand how deeply this 
community feels about this 
issue.”

The Port Authority is 
planning another round-
table meeting for sometime 
in the fall and the agency 
said it is also working on 
opening its noise complaint 
office in the near future. In 
the meantime, community 
residents said they hope 
the Port Authority and the 
FAA will continue to listen 
to their concerns.

“You keep talking 
about ‘efficient landing,’ 
but efficient landing in this 
case has been a horror sto-
ry,” said Andy Rothman, a 
Community Board 11 mem-
ber. “It’s great to be effi-
cient, but not at the expense 
of a community.”

Continued from Page 5 
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Flexor digitorum
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
superfi cialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium

Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

We Now Have
COLD LASER

Most
Insurances
Accepted

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” 
to see how our technologies
may benefi t you.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms

With this ad, expires in 30 days

www.northshorerehabilitation.com

Visitors to Astoria Park are 
assured of a great view of 
Queens’ own Independence 
Day fireworks show on Monday.

Smith. But Tabone’s and 
Smith’s cases ended in a 
mistrial earlier this month, 
while Halloran went back 
on trial alone Wednesday.

Tabone called Ragusa 
“a genuine civic leader 
who volunteered countless 
hours of his time and en-
ergy and by his example in-
spired many young people 
to do likewise.”

“In short, he rolled 
up his sleeves and led by 
example and was truly the 
proverbial unsung hero,” 
Tabone said in a message. 
“He will be sorely missed 
and remembered with deep 
admiration and affection 
by all who really knew him. 
My thoughts and prayers 
go out to all his family and 
friends.”

Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Bayside) mourned Ragusa 
in a statement in which she 
said she was saddened to 
learn of his death.

“He was a decent and 
honorable man who for 
many years worked tire-

lessly to help improve his 
community and his party,” 
she said.

Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park), who 
last year joined an insur-
gency within the GOP that 
tried to oust Ragusa as par-
ty leader following a severe 
split within the borough’s 
Republican ranks, called 
Ragusa a “stalwart Repub-
lican who dedicated many 
years of service to the Re-
publican Party in Queens 
County.”

Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing), who original-
ly ran for Council as a mem-
ber of the Republican Party, 
extended his condolences to 
Ragusa’s family and said he 
would be missed sorely.

“The world has now 
lost a true gentleman, and I 
have personally lost a loyal 
friend,” Koo said. “I hope 
that we can take solace in 
the fact that Phil is in a bet-
ter place.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 4 

Ragusa
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522 “Healthy hair is our ultimate care”

We can help!

Bridal/sweet sixteen packages available

Tel: 917–301–4649

Are You Having 
Hair Loss Issues?
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LATE PAGE

Caribbean Life, the largest publication reaching 
New York’s West Indian community, would like to thank the sponsors of the 

2014 Caribbean American Healthcare Awards
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BY ALLISON PLITT

Some people can paint as a 
hobby and dabble in their art-
work when it is convenient. 

Long Island City artist 
Anowar Hossain is not one of 
those people.  

He paints every day because 
it is a way for him to express his 
emotions.  

Hossain’s journey as a paint-
er, however, has had many chal-
lenges.

Born in Bangladesh,  Hos-
sain was drawing before he could 
write letters and numbers.  His 
family and relatives were im-
pressed by how well he could 
draw with pencil all the animals 
he saw in his country.  Although 
Bangladesh has made economic 
strides within the last 30 years, it 
is still a country rife with poverty, 
political corruption, overpopula-
tion and especially flooding.

After graduating from high 
school in the 1980s, Hossain 

moved to New York City in hopes 
of living in a more peaceful place 
to attain his dream of becoming 
a painter.  After holding a series 
of jobs to support himself, he en-
rolled in the School of Visual Arts 
where he studied for four years 
and obtained his degree.  

“Back home in Bangladesh 
I did some watercolor and pencil 

drawings,” he said. “Then I came 
to New York City and my school-
ing influenced me to do oil paint-
ing.  I like it because I get it wet, 
wipe it, go over it again, and cor-
rect it.  It’s not like making a mis-
take which I cannot correct.”

Following college, Hossain 
enrolled in the Art Students 
League of New York where he 
said he learned how to refine his 
drawings and paintings.  The 
league was impressed with Hos-
sain as they considered purchas-

ing one of his oil paintings for 
their permanent collection.

While Hossain was in art 
school and in the few years fol-
lowing, he embraced figurative 
painting where his artwork rep-
resented forms that are recog-
nizable from real life.  Although 
Hossain was carefully following 
what he learned in school, he felt 
shackled by the structure. 

“I never thought how these 
paintings would come out,” he 

Continued on Page 48

what he feels
LIC ARTIST PAINTSLIC ARTIST PAINTS

Born in Bangladesh and trained in New York, Anowar Hossain creates expressionistic artwork

Pictured top, artist Anowar Hossain 
works in his Long Island City studio. 

Photo courtesy Thea Gbur Hossain
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Answers in Sports

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

PRODUCTIONS

“12 Angry Men” — Theatre 
Time Productions presents the 
classic court room drama.
When: Through June 29, Friday 
and Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays 
at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St.
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors 
and children 13 and younger
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.
org

“We Women Do It Better!/
Nosotras Hacemos Mejor!” 
— This one-woman comedy 
focuses on a sexy, funny 
and adult workshop about 
professional growth as taught 
by an attractive psychologist. 
Performed in English by Kathy 
Tejada and in Spanish by 
Soledad Lopez. 
When: Through June 29, Friday 
at 8 pm and Saturday at 3 pm in 
English, Saturday at 8 pm and 
Sunday at 4 pm in Spanish.
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 

Sunnyside
Cost: $27, $25/seniors and 
students
Contact:(718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

“A Revue for You: From Stage 
to Screen” — The First String 
Players celebrate the music of 
Broadway and the movies. 
When: Friday, July 11, at 8 pm; 
Saturday, July 12, at 8 pm and 
Sunday, July 13, at 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-
01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: www.
fi rststringplayers.org

“Gypsy” — Based on the life 
of stripper Gypsy Rose Lee, 
this classic American musical 
by Stephen Sondheim, Jule 
Styne and Arthur Laurents 
includes a dozen Broadway 
standards. 
When: Friday, July 18 to Sunday, 
Aug. 3, Friday and Saturdays at 
8 pm, Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway

Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Fiddler on the Roof” — 
JABEN, USA, SuperNova 
Productions and The 
Josephine Foundation present 
the classic musical about 
traditions and a changing 
world. 
When: July 18 to July 26
Where: Immaculate 
Conception Center Theater, 
72-00 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: $25/general, $40/VIP 
seating
Contact: (516) 334-1536
Website: www.
thejosephinefoundation.org

“Summer Serenade” — 
Maggie’s Little Theater stages 
a musical revue to benefi t the 
renovation of St. Margaret 
Parish Hall.
When: July 19 to July 27, 
Saturdays at 8 pm and Sundays 
at 2:30 pm
Where: St. Margaret Parish 
Hall, 66-05 79th Place, Middle 
Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, 
$12/children 11 and under
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org
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The Home Of Euro-Soul Cuisine

Situated on the border of Queens and Long Island is New York’s Newest upscale dining and ultra lounge. Pa-Nash is quickly becoming the talk of 
the town. They offer a unique Eurosoul Menu which is a Mediterranean and Moroccan fl are fused with Caribbean and Soul Food fl avors.

Open for Dinner Tues. - Thurs 5pm - 10pm, Fri & Sat 5pm-12am. Lounge Open Weds - Sat. 9pm - 2am with entertainment each night.
Come see what everyone is talking about and you too will “Live Life With A Dash Of Pa-Nash!”

www.panashnyc.com

Upscale & Stylish Dining 
is Now in Southeast Queens

Sunday Brunch Upscale Dress Code 
Fully Enforced RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

144–14 243rd Street
Rosedale, NY 11422

Tel: 718–978–6094

BY SUZANNE PARKER

We have always been preju-
diced against chain restaurants. 
Our preconceived notion is of 
mass-produced caloric meals 
nuked in the kitchen by mini-
mum wage workers with few 
cooking skills. 

Food snob, you say? Maybe 
so, but we’re ready to allow that 
not all chains are created equal. 

Baek Jeong, originally a 
Seoul chain specializing in Kore-
an barbecue, has opened its first 
restaurant in eastern Flushing. 

Since by definition Korean 
barbecue depends upon raw meat 
and fresh vegetables closely scru-
tinized by the diner, Baek Jeong 
is a franchise operation that com-
bines fresh ingredients with the 
economies of scale. The Flushing 
outpost is the first to arrive in the 
New York area, but they already 
have a presence in L.A., Honolulu 
and Atlanta.

Baek Jeong was founded by 
Kang Ho-dong, a professional 
wrestler turned comedian turned 

all around TV personality. The 
sensibility here is industrial chic 
meets manhwa — Korean com-
ics. Sleek stainless steel high 
tech ventilators periscope up and 
down over gas grills inset in the 
tables. Walls are paneled with cor-
rugated metal. Everywhere you 
look, there are cartoons of Kang 

Hang-do costumed as the Statue 
of Liberty, surrounded by nattily 
dressed, starry-eyed livestock.

Leave your vegetarian 
friends at home — this place is 
about meat. Not even a little 
poultry. You can either choose 
between several different cuts of 
beef or pork or as we did go for 

either a beef or pork combo of 
assorted cuts. The combos also 
come with some extras that aren’t 
included in the individual cuts, 
and the small size is enough for 
three to four diners.

Baek Jeong has its own way 
of doing things. The banchan — 
infinitely replenishible small 
bowls of condiment/side dishes —  
are less lavish than other Korean 
restaurants we’ve visited. There 
were a small assortment of con-
diments, cooked turnip, and the 
ever present cabbage kimchee. 
The emphasis here is on their “se-
cret” sauce and salads. 

There is actually an instruc-
tion sheet that explains the cor-
rect method of consuming your 
meal. 

You are supposed to mix 
wasabi into the sauce, and the 
dressing into the shredded scal-
lion and beans sprout salad, pick 
up a piece of meat with your chop-
sticks, dip it into the sauce, then 
pick up some each of the two sal-
ads and pop it all into your mouth. 

Seoul food served with a side of funny business
Asian comedian opens his fi rst New York outpost of Korean barbecue chain Baek Jeong in Flushing

IF YOU GO
Baek Jeong 

152-12 Northern Blvd. (between 
Murray and 154th streets) 

Flushing
(718) 886-8645

Price Range: Beef combos 
small (3 to 4 diners):$54.99/
large:$89.99, Pork combos 
small:$47.99/large:$79.99
Cuisine: Korean barbecue

Setting: Large comic industrial
Service: Friendly young staff

Hours: 12 pm — 2 am seven days
Reservations: Recommended on 

weekends
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual 

Children: Welcome
Music: recorded Korean rock

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: All

Noise level: Noisy
Handicap accessible: Yes

Beef is grilled at the table at Baek Jeong, a new Korean barbecue restaurant in 
Flushing. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 49
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BY MERLE EXIT

Theatre Time Productions 
opted to delve into its own past 
with a revival of the classic Amer-
ican courtroom drama “12 Angry 
Men.”

Originally written as a CBS 
teleplay, Reginald Rose reworked 
“12 Angry Men” in 1955 for its 
Broadway debut. Two years later, 
it was turned into a film with 
Henry Fonda playing the protago-
nist, Juror No. 8, and Lee J. Cobb 
taking on the role of the antago-
nist, Juror No. 3. 

In case you have been living 
under a rock, “12 Angry Men” is 
a drama that focuses on a dozen 
jurors deciding the fate of a teen-
ager accused of stabbing his fa-
ther to death. The crux of the play 
is not whether a preponderance 
of the evidence supports a guilty 
vote, but rather if enough of a rea-
sonable doubt exists to require 
the jury to acquit the young man. 

It is a hot day as the jurors 
take their seats in a room with a 
long table, water cooler and coat 

rack.  Voices of “he’s guilty” are 
heard.   

The foreman, Tim Reifsch-
neider, calls for a ballot and finds 
the outcome to be 11 votes for 
guilty with one for not guilty. 

And so the 12 men settled 
in for a long and often conten-
tious debate on the teen’s in-
nocence. Because the decision 
must be unanimous, the majority 
believe it will be quick work to 
convince the lone holdout, Juror 
No. 8 played by Kevin Vincent, to 
change his vote. 

As the men pile on, they re-
veal themselves and their preju-
dices to each other and the audi-

ence. 
Juror No. 3, Bernard Bosio, 

is most convinced of the youth’s 
guilt and does not appear he could 
be swayed. Another juror has al-
ready made up his mind because, 
as he says about the minority 

group the teen is part of, “they are 
all like that.” Another panelist just 
wants to finish the job so he can 
use his tickets for that evening’s 
ball game. There is a wise elderly 
man and one juror with an accent 
coming from a European country 

who feels privileged to serve.  
But barely any of the jurors 

want to be there as each has other 
more important matters to deal 
with. So the longer they sit, the 
angrier they become. There are 

Play explores how a dozen minds become one
Theatre Time Productions presents 1950s courtroom drama ‘12 Angry Men’ at Bayside church

The cast of Theatre Time Production’s “12 Angry Men” rehearse a scene at the Colonial Church of Bayside.  Photo by Merle Exit

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

Continued on Page 48

IF YOU GO
“Twelve Angry Men”

When: Through June 29
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., Bayside
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors and 
children under 13
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org
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Across
1. Litmus reddener
5. Pitcher
9. Level, in London
13. Biblical pronoun
14. Computer command
15. Hold up
16. Like a bad photographer's 
subject?
19. C.E.O.'s degree
20. Long time
21. Andean animals
22. Popular cookie
23. Lanky
24. Lindsey Vonn event
27. Like almonds in many recipes
31. Recurring theme
32. Student aid
33. ___ tree (in trouble)
34. Not in service
38. Fin. adviser
39. CD followers
40. Looks after
41. Camper's supply
44. Type of cord
45. Marries
46. Mrs. Lincoln's maiden name
47. Broadway opening
50. Crèche trio
51. Fraternity letter
54. "In the middle of no where"
57. "...___ man put asunder"
58. "Thanks ___!"
59. List-ending abbr.
60. Part of DEA
61. Greek portico
62. Narrative

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 27-July 3, 2014

By Ed Canty

Out of Luck

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

P E N D C C L I C A R B S
S T O W R O I L A L E R T
S U R E O N E I M A N I A
T I M E S S Q U A R E O E R

B A B U D I R T
A P C D Y E S C A U S E S
S A R A H R A C K B E S T
S T A T U E O F L I B E R T Y
A S T R A R E A A R I E L
D Y E I N G S M O G F E E

A U R A O R E O
C B S C E N T R A L P A R K
H O T E L T H I N E L E E
A N O D E R U N G R A V E
P E P S I E D G E A S S N

Down
1. Minute bit
2. Fat-sounding fish
3. Speck
4. Pair
5. Respect
6. "Yippee!"
7. Fifty-fifty
8. Gym unit
9. Domesticate again
10. Many a homecoming attendee
11. ___ Lee Corporation
12. Storm centers
15. VI x CIX
17. Distant
18. Big Ten football's Fighting ___
22. Medley
23. Big bridge bids
24. Artist's coverall
25. Jeweler's magnifier
26. Fragrant oil

27. English Channel feeder
28. Showing regret
29. Lyrical work
30. Saint-Saens's "___ Macabre"
32. Birds on Canadian dollars
35. College unit
36. Artist's workplace
37. Fax or FedEx
42. Having
43. "___ Evil" (Mia Farrow film)
44. Colombia's capital
46. Forbidden
47. Auctioneer's last word
48. Stage coach
49. "___, Brute!"
50. Tuna ___
51. Hummus holder
52. Get better
53. Capri, e.g.
55. Possesses
56. Fishing aid

THE BIG APPLE

EVENTS

Astoria Park Carnival — Rides, 
games, food and fun. 
When: Friday, June 27, from 4 
pm to 11 pm, Saturday, June 28, 
and Sunday, June 29, from noon 
to 11 pm
Where: Astoria Park Parking Lot, 
19th Street and Hoyt Avenue.

Freshwater Fishing — Urban 
Rangers lead a catch-and-
release fi shing day. All 
equipment is provided. Open to 
adults and children at least 8 
years old. 
When: Saturday, June 28, at 
11 am
Where: Rose and Oak avenues 
in Kissena Park, Flushing
Cost: Free
Website; www.nycgovparks.org

Historic New York: The Fort 
Totten Tunnel Tour — The 
Urban Rangers lead a walking 
tour of the historic fort.
When: Sunday, June 29, at 1 pm 
Where: Fort Totten Park, Bay 
Terrace
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

A Pint of the Past: Beer and 
Home Brewing in 19th-century 
New York — Join Mark and Tess 
Szaamatulski of Maltose Express 
for an interactive program and 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

tasting. 
When: Sunday, June 29, from 3 
pm to 4:30 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free, but reservations are 
required
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.org

Astoria Independence 
Celebration — Celebrate 
July Fourth early with a 
performance by Queens 
Symphony Orchestra and 
fi reworks by Grucci.
When: Monday, June 30, at 
7:30 pm 
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard, between the 
Hell Gate Bridge and the pool
Cost: Free

MUSIC

Warm Up 2014 — MoMA PS 1 
begins the 17th season of its 
weekly outdoor music series 
with A/JUS/TED, Dimitri From 
Paris, Pantha du Prince (live), 
DJ Spoko and Mumdance.
When: Saturday, June 28, from 3 
pm to 9 pm, doors open at noon
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Groovin in the Park — The 

fourth annual all-day concert 
or reggae and rhythm and 
blues includes performances by 
Marcia Griffi ths, Chronixx, Judy 
Mowatt, Bob Andy, John Holt, 
Beres Hammond and Air Supply
When: Sunday, June 29, gates 
open at noon
Where: Roy Wilkins Park, 
Merrick and Baisley boulevards, 
Jamaica
Cost: $150/VIP, $60/general 
admission
Contact: (347) 980-2252
Website: www.groovininthe 
park.com

Mets Concert Series — This 
year’s Mets concert series kicks 
off June 14 with a performance 
by 50 Cent. Concerts take place 
following that days game, and 
the show is included in the 
price of the game ticket.
When: Saturday, July. 12 — 
Huey Lewis and the News; and 
Saturday, Aug. 16 — Boyz II Men
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $17 — $163
Website: newyorkmets.mlb.com

FILM
 
Outdoor Cinema 2014 at 
Socrates — The international 
fi lm festival focuses on a 
different culture or country 
and opens with the Russian 
documentary “Pussy Riot: A 
Punk Prayer.” The evening 
begins with musical and dance 
performances. 
When: Wednesday, July 2, at 
7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

DANCE

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Mondays, through July 7, 
from 6 pm - 7:30 pm
Where: Wallenberg Square 
in Forest Park, Metropolitan 
Avenue and Park Lane South, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons.

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Wednesdays, through 
July 30, from 7 pm - 8:30 pm 
Where: Little Bay Park, Cross 
Island Parkway near the 
Clearview Expressway
Cost: Free
Northeast Queens Parks holds 
weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons. At the July 30 fi nale, a 
live band will perform.

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome and 
all materials are provided. When: 

Mondays, 5:30 pm workshop for 
children 8 to 11; 6:30 pm workshop 
for all ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com
Free Line Dance Lessons — 
Free line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

Continued on Page 48

JAMAICA’S MUSICAL JOURNEY
Bill Jacobs performed during the fourth annual Jazz Concert “Celebrating African Roots” at 
Black Spectrum Theatre Saturday. Photo by Nat Valentine
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said.  “This is like magic hap-
pening right in front of you 
without expecting it.” 

An admirer of Picasso’s 
artwork, Hossain cited a quote 
from Picasso which aptly de-
scribes the artistic route he 
took next: “Learn the rules like 
a pro, so you can break them 
like an artist.”  

After years of represen-
tational painting, Hossain be-
came an abstract expression-
ist.  Suddenly, his canvases 
were filled with bright colors 
and shapes painted with sharp 
lines and contours.  

Because of its mutable 
quality, Hossain prefers oil 
painting to other mediums.  

Hossain also likes how oil 
painting helps him create dif-
ferent visions and colors.  

“If you take a piece of rag, 
wipe it with oil paint, you can 
go over the canvas again,” he 
said. “Now you see how the two 

colors have diluted each other 
and created things you never 
dreamed before. When you do 
these things with watercolor, 
you make the picture muddy 
and dirty.  With oil paint, you 
can paint on top of it and do 
anything you want.”  

Since 2005, Hossain has 
exhibited a large solo show of 
his paintings every year at the 
Long Island City Art Center 
where he has a studio. 

The subject matter of each 
show was influenced by his 
feelings at the time.

For example, in 2008 Hos-
sain displayed paintings of 
Mexican painters Frida Kahlo 
and Diego Rivera.  After seeing 
the beautiful artwork the mar-
ried couple had created during 
a trip to Mexico City, Hossain 
chose to paint a series of works 
of Kahlo and Rivera.  During 
his studies in New York, Hos-
sain had never learned about 
the two, which he felt was an in-
justice brought about because 

of anti-communist feelings 
during the Reagan era. 

Some of the portraits of 
Kahlo are currently on display 
at Gallery 77, 35-57 77th St., in 
Jackson Heights. 

In 2010 Hossain’s show 
dealt with the 2005 disaster of 
Hurricane Katrina.  Like the 
ongoing flooding problems in 
Bangladesh, Hurricane Katrina 
caused death and suffering for 
many people.  What surprised 
Hossain was that it took the 
United States’ government five 
days to come to the aid of the vic-
tims.  The screaming faces he 
depicted on his canvases echoed 
the screaming face in Edvard 
Munch’s “The Scream.”

After viewing Hossain’s 
expressive paintings at one 
of his solo shows, a viewer 
observed, “Anowar has such 
intense sincerity and he has a 
visceral need to communicate 
the truth that he feels.  It’s his 
love of humanity that moti-
vates him and makes him com-
municate what he feels.”

For more information 
about Annowar Hossain, you 
can contact him by e-mail at 
hossainanowar@aol.com or 
visit his website www.anowar-
hossain.com.

what he feels
LIC ARTIST PAINTSLIC ARTIST PAINTS

Continued from Page 43

“Monocrome Abstract” by Anowar Hossain. Photo courtesy Thea Gbur Hossain

KIDS & FAMILY

The Amazing Captain Faust 
— The slight-of-hand performer 
brings his show to Queens.
When: Saturday, June 28, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Puppets in the Park — Bring 
a blanket or low chair for this 
adaptation of “Little Red Riding 
Hood.”
When: Wednesday, July 2, at 
10:30 am
Where: Buz O’Rourke 
Playground in Crocheron Park, 
Bayside
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org
Zabo’s Circus Show — This 
one-clown show features 
juggling, prop balancing and 
unicycle riding.
When: Friday, July 4, at 2 pm 
and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven

Arts
Continued from Page 47

Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Richard Dupont: Object 
Ritual — Dupont works include 
experiments with digital 
scanning and 3D printings using 
his body as the subject. 
When: Through Nov. 16
Where: Queens Museum at 
Bulova Corp. Center, 75-20 
Astoria Blvd., Jackson Heights
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

Year of Brazil: Art of South 
America — The Godwin-
Ternbach Museum highlights 
South American artworks from 
its permanent collection. 
When: Through August
Where: The Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College 
Klapper Hall, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

13 Most Wanted Men: Andy 
Warhol and the 1964 World’s 
Fair — Created for the World’s Fair, 
Warhol’s 13 paintings were covered 
with silver paint the night before 
the open ceremony. Nine of the 
13 prints Warhol made from the 
original screens, plus 175 other 
Warhol objects are on display.
When: Through Sept. 7
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/suggested adults, 
$4/suggested seniors and 
students, Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.org

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture Lounge 

— All musicians, poets, writers, 
singers-songwriters, comedians 
and performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 
28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.rapturelounge.
com

Astoria Comedy All Stars 

— Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_

all_stars

The Regulars Comedy Show 
— Every Wednesday night New 
York’s up-and-coming and 
already arrived comedians 
hang out and tell jokes at The 
Creek & The Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The Cave, 10-
93 Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

quite a number of outbursts 
during the long evening.  

Vincent, who also 
serves as director, has de-
cided to stage the play in 
the round, providing au-
dience members with the 
sense they are in the delib-
erating room. Seats located 
along the front edge of the 
stage give an even better 
perspective looking down 

upon the actors and sets.   
Although the group has 

performed “12 Angry Men” 
in the past, Vincent said he 
chose it because it is a classic 
and provides him with the 
opportunity to take on the 
leading role.   Community 
theater groups tend to have a 
certain number of actors who 
are regulars.  But Vincent re-
marked that there were sev-
eral performers in the show 
that he had never worked 
with and he eas pleased with 
the outcome.

A familiar name to 
community theater audi-
ences in Queens also pops 
up in the show’s program. 
Rene and Debbie Bendana 
have been involved in com-
munity productions for 
more than 25 years. Ray 
Bendana, Rene’s son, plays 
one of the jurors.   

Aside from some open-
ing night line flubs, the pro-
duction went smoothly, the 
acting was quite good, and, 
as Vincent said afterward, 
“nobody fell asleep.”   

Play
Continued from Page 46
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The Rego Park-based 
Newtown Literary journal 
recognized the winners of 
its Queens Young Authors 
and Poets contest at the 
Astoria Historical Society 
Saturday. 

“We are excited to 
honor the next generation 
of writers and poets living 
in Queens,” Tim Frederick, 
Newtown Literary’s editor, 

said. “This was the first 
writing contest in Queens 
to reach so many parts of 
the borough and so many 
ages of Queens youth.”

Winners were selected 
in both prose and poetry for 
students in grades 3 to 12. 

In the prose category, 
the tops honors went to: Sye-
da S. Rahman, Samantha 
Cavusoglu, Samuel Bach-

man, Jadie Tome, Jade Deo, 
Gabriel Cavounis, Satruhon 
Ramnarayan, Benjamin 
Levi and Sierra Berkel. 

The top honors in the 
poetry category went to: 
Eliza Josephson, James 
Oddy, Claudette Nunziato, 
Mitali Kasliwal, Nimah 
Araf, Jasmine Singh, Hus-
na Mirza, Jennifer Chavez 
and Amy Oliveras. 

Queens next generation of writers 
feted by Newtown Literary journal

The student winners of the Newtown Literary journal’s Queens Young Authors and Poets contest pose 
for a group shot with the organizers. Photo courtesy Tim Frederick

Tuesday Night 
New Orleans Clambake 

$23.95 
Soup or Salad,  1 ¼ Lb. Lobster, Mussels, Clams,  

Corn on the Cob, Potatoes 
A Free Pint of Domestic Draught 

or Glass of House Wine 
Homemade Key Lime Pie for Dessert 

40-12  Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY  11361  718-224-2200  bourbonstreetny.com 
     

Featuring The Famous Lobster Slider All Summer Long! 

There are also romaine 
lettuce leaves on the table 
if you prefer to stick to the 
conventional taco style 
of Korean barbecue, but 
there is much to be said for 
the Baek Jeong method.

The servers are 
young and friendly. They 
do the cooking, snipping 
the meat into manage-
able pieces and turning 
as needed. The different 
cuts of meats are served 
sequentially. Overall, we 
found the beef to be more 
tender and flavorful than 
the pork. The standout 
of the beef was the prime 
short rib. Of the pork, the 
thinly sliced spicy pork 
belly was the most memo-
rable.

The edge of the circu-
lar inset grill is ringed by 
metal troughs. One section 
contains cooked corn ker-
nels with shredded mozza-
rella cheese. Not un-tasty, 
but seemingly incongru-
ous. Another contains bits 
of bell pepper and onions 
slightly cooked by the heat 

of the grill. You can toss 
them on the grill and then 
add them to your meat. 
Half of the circumference 
is devoted to beaten egg, 
which steams as your meat 
cooks, absorbing smoky 
and meaty essences along 
the way.

The combos also in-
clude iron crocks of jiggae 
(stew). There is a choice 
of kimchee, beef brisket 
and soybean paste stew 
or kimchee stew. Both are 
great tasting. If you like 

the heat, the kimchee stew 
is the spicier one. The beef 
is more substantial, with 
even a couple of clams 
thrown in, but if you’re 
ordering beef barbecue, it 
may be a bit of overkill.

The Bottom Line
The comic art on the 

wall sets up a party vibe at 
Baek Jeong. It’s a good place 
to come with a group and 
hoist a few with your ‘cue. 
They have a full bar, with 
emphasis on Korean faves 
like Soju spirits made from 
sweet potato, Rice wine 
and Korean beer. If you’re 
a Westerner, new to Korean 
barbecue, this is a welcom-
ing place to get your feet wet 
and enjoy the experience. 
Who knows, maybe this 
chain could become Korea’s 
Benihana.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached by 
e-mail at qnsfoodie@aol.
com.

Korean
Continued from Page 45

Cartoon images of owner Kang 
Ho-dong adorn the walls at 
his Korean barbecue restau-
rant Baek Jeong in Flushing. 

Photo by Suzanne Parker
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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attending a CUNY school, 
the same rules the Vallone 
Scholarship outlined for 
many years.

Vallone, who has 
fought since taking office 
in January to secure equal 
funding for northeast 
Queens for the first time 
in many years, praised the 
negotiation process and 
said it would bring major 
improvements to districts 
such as his that fell short 
with funding in the past.

“This budget not only 
embraces my district, but it 
prioritizes over $6 million 
of capital and discretion-
ary funding that will have 
an immediate impact for 
everyone in my district,” 
he said. “This long overdue 
and historic budget for our 
community will allow us 
to finally become an equal 
partner with the city and 
bring real change and im-
provements to our schools, 

libraries, parks and our 
neighborhoods.”

After months of dis-
cussion about how to re-
form the Queens Library, 
the budget will now deliver 
more than $175 million for 
the restoration of library 
and arts programs, includ-
ing a 40 percent increase 
in capital funding that will 
pay for the Cultural After 
School Adventure Program 
to bring the arts into class-
rooms.

“Last night’s budget 
victory represents a vic-
tory for the people of the 
city of New York,” Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside),  who led the 
fight for arts funding, said 
in a statement after the 
budget was agreed upon. 
“While we still need to 
make more progress, fund-
ing for our libraries will be 
increased for the first time 
in six years.”

The budget also in-
cludes enough funding for 
every child in the city to 
attend full-day pre-K, de 

Blasio said.
“I’ve talked for a long 

time about the ‘Tale of Two 
Cities,’” the mayor said at a 
conference after the agree-
ment was reached. “I’ve 
talked for a long time about 
the inequality crisis and 
the affordability crisis. The 
Council believes, exactly as 
we did, that we had to ad-
dress them.”

Safety was addressed 
by the Council’s decision 
to set aside more than $6 
million to hire 200 police 
administrative aides who 
will help reduce street 
crime and gun violence, es-
pecially in public housing, 
according to a release from 
the Council.

The Council was ex-
pected to vote on whether 
to officially adopt the bud-
get later this week.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
kdurham@cnglocal.com.

Continued from Page 4 

Budget
race this was,” said Sylvia 
Johnson, a BOE coordina-
tor who has been working 
the primaries for the past 
five years. “We even had 
registered Democrats come 
in asking whether or not 
they had to vote.”

One polling place in 
Douglaston, PS 98 on 235th 
Street, was decorated with 
several signs reading “Vote 
Here” in multiple languag-
es, but the building’s only 
unlocked door was in the 
back and was not visible 
from the streets surround-
ing the school, and the few 
voters who did show up 
were confused about how to 
get inside.

Joshua Sussman, a site 
coordinator at PS 169, said 
he had never seen such low 
turnout in the 10 years he 
has been working at the pri-
maries, but he said he was 
not surprised to find such a 
small number of voters be-
cause he did not think the 
candidates made much of 
an effort to publicize them-
selves in Queens.

“This is not a shock be-
cause the campaigning was 
nil,” he said.

Despite the BOE call-
ing registered Republicans 
prior to the election to re-
mind them to vote, he said 
many of them reacted the 
same way and told him they 
were not even aware there 
was an election coming up.

“We actually had a bet 
going on how many people 
would show up,” Sussman 
said. “I picked 35, so we’re 
a little over. I lost.”

Meanwhile, in the 
southeastern part of the 
borough, U.S. Rep Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) eas-
ily beat his opponent in 
Tuesday’s primary contest. 
The southeast Queens con-
gressman is on his way to 
his ninth term in the House 
of Representatives.

According to unoffi-
cial results from the BOE, 
with 98 percent of the vot-
ing precincts reporting, 
Meeks won 6,799 votes in 
the race, while his rival, ac-
countant Joseph Marthone, 
won 1,515. Meeks got 81.78 
percent of the ballots and 
Marthone 18.22 percent.

This was the second 

time the accountant had 
challenged Meeks for his 
congressional seat.

Voters who went to the 
windowless polling station 
in the basement of Queens 
Central Library in Jamaica 
said coming out to vote was 
important to them.

“The same way I have 
rights, I have duties,” said 
Amanda, a Jamaica resi-
dent for the past 25 years, 
who did not give her last 
name. “Our politicians de-
cide our future.”

But with all the media 
attention focused on the 
hotly contested congressio-
nal primary between Rep. 
Charles Rangel (D-Harlem) 
and Adriano Espaillat 
in northern Manhattan, 
Amanda thought for a 
moment that she was par-
ticipating in that election 
across the river in another 
borough.

Over in western 
Queens, Rep. Nydia Ve-
lazquez (D-Brooklyn) beat 
back a challenge from Jef-
frey Kurzon.

With 97 percent of 
the vote counted, the in-
cumbent had 82 percent 
vs. 18 percent for Kurzon. 

Continued from Page 4 

GOP

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Yogurt La Crepe opened its 
doors in Astoria just in time for 
the heat wave ushered in by the 
summer solstice.

Salvatore Fragale, 33, said 
the crowds have been filing into 
his 29-02 Ditmars Blvd. shop since 
it opened about a month ago, but 
the frozen yogurt has been dished 
up constantly since the tempera-
tures spiked last week.

The Westchester County 
resident said he was inspired to 
open a second outpost of his Tar-
rytown, N.Y., shop while noticing 
hallmarks of Astoria’s European 
culture when visiting a friend in 
the neighborhood last year.

Fragale, the first member of 
his Sicilian family born in the 
United States, said he thought 
the European flavor of Yogurt La 
Crepe’s Greek Frappe coffee and 
prosciutto and mozzarella crepes 
would jibe well on Ditmars Boule-
vard.

“There were a lot of cafés. 
When I was walking in the street, 
I heard a lot of different languag-
es,” he said.

After a dozen years running 
diners and other food venues, 
Fragale decided to focus on “deli-
cacies” by offering a smaller se-
lection with better quality.

Health was also a priority 
when compiling the menu that de-
buted in his Tarrytown shop 2 1/2 
years ago.

“I wanted to get into frozen 
yogurt, but to pair it with some-

thing healthy,” he said, ticking 
off the alternatives he considered 
when seeking to imitate the clas-

sic ice cream and waffles desert. 
“I decided on crepes. They’re 
light, they’re low in calories, 

there’s no preservatives.”
Recipes finessed in 

Westchester are now displayed on 

the pastel green walls of the Asto-
ria shop.

Savory crepes include an 
avocado chicken option with lime 
juice for $8.95 and an offering 
stuffed with imported prosciutto 
and mozzarella and drizzled with 
virgin olive oil and balsamic vin-
aigrette for $9.95.

Their sweet counterparts 
include everything from a $6.95 
dulce de leche crepe to an $8.25 
s’mores treat complete with 
milk chocolate, marshmallows, 
graham crackers and whipped 
cream.

The store offers several fro-
zen yogurt flavors, including 
cake batter, Greek black cherry 
and apple pie, for 49 cents an 
ounce and dozens of toppings to 
accompany them.

Still, Fragale said he intends 
to switch up the flavors every few 
weeks.

Yogurt La Crepe’s bright de-
cor includes white and green pol-
ka dotted booths, a textured wall 
lit by colorful bulbs and sleek 
stool and countertop seating com-
plete with iPads for parents look-
ing to entertain their children.

During the summer, the shop 
is open Sunday through Thurs-
day from 10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. and 
Fridays and Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to midnight.

Reach reporter Sarina Tran-
gle at 718-260-4546 or by e-mail at 
strangle@cnglocal.com.

Astoria eatery pairs sweet & savory on menu
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Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,
New York
Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952
Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

 

  

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Travis Atson opted for 

a change of scenery.
The forward will head 

to South Kent, a Connecti-
cut boarding school, after 
helping Christ the King 
win a second-straight state 
Federation Class AA boys’ 
basketball title as a junior 
last season.

Atson, the reigning 
CHSAA most valuable 
player of the playoffs, will 
reclassify to the class of 
2016 and look to raise his 
already solid grades and 
college recruitment stock.

He thinks he will ben-
efit from extra time just as 
fellow former Queens hops 
players Russ Smith, Chris 
Ortiz and Maurice Hark-
less did in the past at South 
Kent.

“With a whole other 
year to get better basket-
ball-wise, that means I 
can make a lot of improve-
ment,” Atson said.

He said leaving Christ 
the King was a tough de-
cision, one that took him 
months to make. He ulti-
mately was looking for more 
time to get his scholarship 
offers into the high Divi-
sion I level. South Kent’s 
small class size, as little as 
10 students per class, will 
help him raise his grades 
from the high 80s to the 
high 90s, he believes.

Atson has offers from 
St. Bonaventure, Sacred 
Heart, Quinnipiac, UC San-
ta Barbara, UT Arlington 
and Fairfield and interest 
from Fordham, Albany and 
Boston University.

“I was watching a lot 
of the videos of top-ranked 
players and how good they 
are and how much more I 
need to work,” Atson said. 

“I feel the extra year will 
do that for me.”

Atson, who is play-
ing his summer ball with 
the Brooklyn-based Juice 
All-Stars, had a breakout 
season for the Royals last 
year after a torn ACL as a 
freshman left him limited 
as a sophomore.

The All-Queens 
first team selection by 

TimesLedger Newspapers 
averaged 16.8 points per 
game during his junior 
campaign and was also 
the MVP of the prestigious 
Stop-DWI tournament in 
Binghamton. And Atson 
also got everyone’s atten-
tion with 20 points and 10 
rebounds to help CK beat 
Bishop Loughlin in the city 
title game.

The Royals, if Atson 
had returned along with 
fellow star Rawle Alkins, 
were the heavy favorites 
to win another city crown 
next year. But Atson knows 
he will have a quieter exis-
tence at South Kent.

“This year people 
weren’t expecting us to win 
it again,” he said. “Now 
next year people were defi-
nitely expecting us to win 
it again. It kind of takes a 
load off my shoulders to 
know that I don’t have to 
live up to expectations even 
though I think we could 
have done it again.”

Christ the King Coach 
Joe Arbitello said Atson did 
not surprise him by choos-
ing to leave since he had 
considered transferring 
after earlier seasons. He 
said Atson has more schol-
arship offers than current 
Fordham guard Jon Severe 
did at this point in his ca-
reer. And the July college 
coaches’ viewing period 
has not begun yet. 

Still Arbitello said he 
respects Atson’s decision.

“He has a mother, he 
has a father taking care of 
him and having his best 
interest at heart,” Arbitello 
said. “Whatever they try 
to do, they are doing for 
their son, and he’s doing for 
himself. It’s not up to me to 
judge that.”

Losing a player of At-
son’s caliber is never easy, 
but Arbitello is confident 
the Royals’ roster is still 
chock full of players who 
can continue the program’s 
high level of success.

“I wish him the best 
of luck,” Arbitello said. “As 
far as Christ the King is 
concerned, we are not with-
out talent. We will be just 
fine.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Becoming a Wingate 

Award winner has been 
a bit of an obsession for 
Francis Lewis’ Darren 
Chin since he was a sopho-
more.

It was after that sea-
son that he watched then-
handball teammate Mi-
chael Zhou earn the honor 
given by the PSAL to the 
top senior student athlete 
in each sport. Joining the 
ranks of honorees became 
something Chin strived 
for and later achieved. He 
was presented with the 
honor at a ceremony at the 
Brooklyn Marriott earlier 
this month.

“It’s awesome,” Chin 
said. “I don’t know what to 
do with it now.”

He fell in love with 
handball at a young age af-
ter first giving baseball a 
try with his brother. Chin 
noticed a small number of 
people were playing hand-
ball and decided to see if 
it was something for him. 
He immediately took to 
the game at age 10 and ex-

celled. Chen won his first 
national title at age 15 at 
the Junior National Cham-
pionship.

Each summer he com-
petes in the NYC Council 
Speaker’s Cup tourna-
ment and in the United 
States Handball Associa-
tion’s One-Wall National 
Championship among 
other events. Chin gets a 
unique joy out of playing 
the game.

“It’s probably the most 
satisfying feeling,” he said. 
“It’s the closest thing you 
can get to hitting someone 
without actually hitting 
somebody.”

This season brought 
the greatest achievement 
of his career in his mind. 
Chin, who went 14-1 over-
all this season, helped lead 
top-seeded Francis Lewis 
to the PSAL city champi-
onship with a 5-0 victory 
over No. 2 Brooklyn Tech. 
The Patriots had lost in 
the semifinals last season. 
He bested Steven Woo 21-
20 during the first singles 
match in the final, giving 

Sports

Continued on Page 57
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Francis Lewis’ Darren Chin (l.) is joined by Coach Jack Heller 
after receiving the Wingate Award for boys’ handball. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Atson leaves Christ the King
Royals star heads to South Kent in hopes of more scholarship offers

Francis Lewis’ Chin 
given Wingate honor

Christ the King’s Travis Atson is leaving the Middle Village high 
school to attend South Kent. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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 Britney Rodriguez’s 
legacy will be hard to 
match.

The Construction ace 
should go down as one of 
the best all-time players in 
the PSAL because she was 
far more than just a domi-
nant softball pitcher or an 
elite hitter. While there 
were plenty of great Red 
Hawk players before her — 
like pitcher Sheila San An-
dres and shortstop Alyssa 
Burke during their run to 
the Class B city title — none 
did as much as Rodriguez.

She will be the one all 
forthcoming Construction 

players will be compared 
to, and rightfully so. Rodri-
guez was one of the city’s 
top windmillers. She also 
led the PSAL in multiple 
offensive categories, was 
a demon on the base paths 
and fielded her position ex-
tremely well, thanks to her 
athleticism.

Rodriguez was named 
the league’s Wingate Award 
winner. The prize is given 
to the top senior student 
athlete in each sport.

“You’ve had great 
pitchers and you’ve had 
great hitters. She is the 
package as a whole,” Con-
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Block Shots

Rodriguez leaves behind career 
to remember with Red Hawks

BY MERLE EXIT

New York sports fans 
may still be reeling from 
seeing the Stanley Cup slip 
through the Rangers’ fin-
gers, but hope remains for 
at least one city champion-
ship.

The New York Sharks, 
a women’s pro tackle foot-
ball team, will host the 
Carolina Phoenix in the 
first-round of the league’s 
playoffs Saturday in Brook-
lyn.

This is the first time 
the Sharks have reached 
the playoffs since 2007 — al-
though it’s the franchise’s 
seventh Independent Wom-
en’s Football League divi-
sion title.

There are more than 
50 players this season rang-
ing in age from 19 to 49, 
many of whom are making 

a name for themselves.
“I just love this team 

for the encouragement 
and self-respect it offers,” 
Queens resident and defen-
sive back Collette Smith 
said. “It’s truly amazing 
how one can grow and 
become a better person 
through organized sports, 
especially little girls and 
grown women playing 
a sport such as football, 
where girls are not usually 
allowed to play. It prepares 
you in ways one never 
would have expected.”

Defensive back Coach 
Jay Danzler is the only one 
of the four Queens women 
on the team who has ex-
perienced the success and 
challenge of a playoff, hav-
ing been a former running 
back.

“Although I was un-
able to attend the [North At-

lantic title] game in Philly, I 
am proud of my corner Nan-
di Brown for her pick 6, the 

interception she ran back 
58 yards to score 6 points 
for the Sharks’ defense,” 

Danzler said. “I certainly 
intend to be coaching on 
the 28th.”

Participation on the 
Sharks requires more than 
athletic ability.

Not only do these wom-
en not get paid, but they 
have to pay to play as well 
as being able to hold down 
a full-time job or attend 
school.

This season brings 
both running back Caprece 
“Muzyk” Gray and defen-
sive line Faith “Lex” Xikis 
to their second season.

“I was born and raised 
in Queens and always into 
sports growing up, from 
basketball to softball,” Xi-
kis said. “I tried out a year 
ago not knowing what to ex-
pect or if I could make the 
team. From the beginning 
I fell into finding the team 
and just kept falling in love 

with the game of football. It 
has proven to be rewarding 
even with the intense dedi-
cation.”

Gray’s team spirit 
comes from more than just 
the love of the game.

“I come from a family 
of football players, so it is 
sort of in my blood. Most 
of the men in my family 
have either played football 
or have been involved with 
football at some level,” she 
said. “I love the rush I get 
when getting a big hit or 
gaining extra yardage.

They are all eager to 
put their skills to the test 
this weekend.

Kickoff time is 6 p.m. at 
Brooklyn’s Aviator Sports 
Complex, at Floyd Bennett 
Field.

For tickets and fur-
ther information, visit ny-
sharksfootball.com.

New York Sharks defensive back Collette Smith watches the action 
from the sideline. Photo by Merle Exit

Construction softball pitcher Britney Rodriguez smiles alongside 
Coach Marco Migliaccio after she was presented with her Wingate 
Award. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Sharks football team to compete in playoffs
New York professional women’s squad to face Carolina Phoenix in Brooklyn matchup this weekend

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Amani Tatum is happy 

to be home and preparing 
to leave her mark on New 
York City again.

The former Archbish-
op Molloy girls’ basketball 
guard recently transferred 
from James Madison to 
Manhattan College in the 
Bronx. Tatum played spar-
ingly during her freshman 
season with the Bulldogs, 
who reached the second 
round of the NCAA tourna-
ment this season.

So she felt a change of 
scenery would be best as 
she missed her family and 
saw an uphill battle for 
playing time with many 
teammates vying for her 
her position, including two 
new transfers.

“I’m used to being 
close to home and having 
support at home,” the 5-foot-

7 Tatum said. “We had a lot 
of guards as well.”

Manhattan was the 
first school to contact the 
Cambria Heights native 
and the most eager to take 
her in once she received 
her release from James 
Madison. For other schools, 
it was wait and see, Tatum 
said. They didn’t have a 
scholarship readily avail-
able. Plus there is an extra 
level of comfort with the 

Jaspers.
Assistant Coach Chris-

tine Sikiric is the daughter 
of Tom Catalanotto, Tat-
um’s former Molloy and 
travel ball coach.

Tatum contemplated 
waiting to see what devel-
oped with other programs. 
Eventually she chose to go 
to the school that wanted 
her most and where she 
knew she’d feel at home. 
And she will be joining her 
former Molloy teammate, 
Nyasha Irizarry, who will 
be a freshman next season.

“I wanted to be some-
where where I was needed, 
and I wasn’t an option,” 
Tatum said.

It will be tough for her 
to sit out a year because of 
NCAA transfer rules, espe-
cially after limited court 
time last season. She plans 
to work on her skills and do 

Former Stanners guard Tatum 
transfers to Manhattan College

Molloy’s Amani Tatum takes 
a foul shot. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 57 Continued on Page 57
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struction Coach Marco 
Migliaccio said. “She’s a 
five-tool player. People talk 
about five-tool players. She 
is realistically a five-tool 
player. There are not many 
of them. She is one of the 
top softball players to put a 
jersey on in the PSAL.”

This year she was the 
PSAL’s leader in batting 
average, hits, runs scored, 
slugging percentage, strike-
outs and wins. During her 
four years on the varsity 
squad, Construction never 
missed the semifinals, and 
the team won the school’s 
first PSAL Class A city 
crown during her junior 
season. Rodriguez enjoyed 
the ride, which ended in a 

loss to Tottenville in this 
year’s title game.

“It’s honestly amaz-
ing,” she said. “I have a 
great coach to support me. 
It feels great to bring the 
school to the top. I want it 
to continue.”

Rodriguez, who will 
attend the two-year Lack-
awanna College next fall, 
was never without her 
competitive spirit. Migli-
accio, who has known her 
since she was 11, remem-
bers her at that time pitch-
ing against his high school 
team with the same fire 
and will to win she displays 
now.

What has changed are 
her skill and maturity. She 
went from a hard “thrower” 
to a “pitcher,” who could 
more strategically attack 
hitters, he said. Her ability 

to lead rubbed off on future 
Construction stars Lizul 
Portual and Emily Perez.

“She transformed a 
lot,” Migliaccio said. “She 
went from a little fireball 
kid to an unbelievable 
teacher.”

One thing she hasn’t 
come to understand and 
may never develop is how 
to accept anything less 
than her best and anything 
less than success. She takes 
pride in what she accom-
plished and is appreciative 
of the help she got along the 
way, but the never-satisfied 
Rodriguez still wanted one 
more city title earlier this 
season.

“I had a team to back 
me up: my parents,” Ro-
driguez said. “It just feels 
amazing, but I wish we 
would have won.”

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UNE 27-J

ULY 3, 2014     TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

BY NICHOLAS DIUNTE

A crowd of children 
started to form around the 
man with gray hair and 
sunglasses holding court 
on Bayside High School’s 
baseball field Saturday af-
ternoon, many unaware of 
his 288 career wins and 26 
seasons in Major League 
Baseball.

Most knew of him not 
for his pitching exploits, 
but for the increasingly 
common elbow surgery 
that bears his name.

Tommy John, who 
spent almost a third of his 
major league career with 
the New York Yankees, was 
one of the special guests 
at the De Phillips Athletic 

Club Field Day, which also 
featured NBA Hall of Fam-
er Walt “Clyde” Frazier.

John took in a few in-
nings of one of the league’s 
All-Star Games before 
spending 15 minutes talk-
ing baseball with the throng 
of youngsters surrounding 
him. He said he enjoyed 
seeing how the baseball 
conversation bridged the 
generation gap between the 
parents and their children.

“I think the big thing 
is the interaction, seeing 
the kids and the parents,” 
John said. “The parents 
are trying to tell the kids 
what I did and how long ago 
it was.”

Forty years ago, Dr. 
Frank Jobe performed 
the first ulnar collateral 

ligament reconstruction 
surgery on John, who was 
then a member of the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. Given a 1 
percent chance of recovery, 
John missed the entire 1975 
season before returning in 

1976 to pitch an additional 
14 seasons before his 1989 
retirement with the Yan-
kees at age 46.

Now 71, he travels the 
country in support of his 
Let’s Do It Foundation, 

promoting awareness and 
prevention of elbow inju-
ries in baseball. He advises 
children to diversify their 
sport interests throughout 
their high school years.

“The big thing is do 

not at an early age, before 
18, make baseball a year-
round sport,” he said. “You 
get burned out mentally. 
Secondly, you get burned 
out physically. Play other 
sports. It’s called cross 
training. Do something 
else, play basketball, play 
football.”

In the age of parents 
racing to put their kids on 
travel teams with the hopes 
of college scholarships and 
professional contracts, 
John urges the adults to be 
more realistic about their 
chances.

“Have fun, be a kid,” 
he said. “Most aren’t going 
to go past high school. A few 
might play in college, but to 
go on farther, the chances 
are slim to none.”

Continued from Page 56 

Rodriguez
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Former New York Yankees pitcher Tommy John (c.) is surrounded by baseball players during his visit 
to Bayside High School. Photo by Nicholas Diunte

Retired Yankee pitcher visits Bayside HS event

what she can to push her 
teammates in practice. Tat-
um believes getting a taste 
of the conference champi-
onship and the NCAA tour-
nament at James Madison 
gives her a leg up when it 
comes to helping to kick-
start a Jasper team that 
struggled during the last 
two seasons.

“I’m trying to bring 
something to the program 
that nobody really has or 
has had — this type of expe-
rience that I had in the last 
year,” Tatum said.

She is a proven winner 
with a tremendous competi-
tive spirit. Tatum, who was 
named All-Queens player 
of the year by TimesLedger 

Newspapers as a senior, 
powered Molloy to the state 
Federation Class A title as 
sophomore and Brooklyn/
Queens regular season 
crown in her final year in 
Briarwood. She finished 
her career near the top of 
the Stanners’ all-time lead-
ing scorers list.

“Amani is a terrific 
point guard and she can do 
it all on the offensive end,” 
Manhattan Coach John 
Olenowski said. “She is also 
a great defensive player.”

Tatum hopes to use 
those skills and her will 
win in to Riverdale.

“I’m just looking for-
ward to bringing the pro-
gram back to where it used 
to be,” Tatum said. “Coach 
had a lot of confidence in 
what I could do for the pro-
gram.”

Continued from Page 56 

Tatum
his team a point. Winning 
with his teammates topped 
anything he did in his ca-
reer.

“It definitely means 
more than any of the in-
dividual titles I’ve won,” 
Chin said. “It’s probably 
the sweetest I’ve ever had 
to win as a team. They 
wanted it just as much as I 
did. I never met a greater 
group of people.”

Taking home the Win-
gate was the perfect end to 
his senior season and high 
school career.

“I wanted to win this 
award all year,” Chin said. 
“I saw all this and I said, ‘I 
have to have this.’”

Continued from Page 55 

Chin
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Transportation Alterna-
tives nonprofit, attended 
the bill signing and mar-
veled at the speed at which 

the de Blasio administra-
tion changed the culture 
surrounding the Vision 
Zero plan to cut traffic 
deaths.

“I continue to be 
amazed at the mayor’s fol-
low-through these past six 
months,” he said. “Promis-

es have turned into action 
and now we hold our breath 
as the focus shifts towards 
enforcement.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

ough.
The Queens Library, 

which receives a good 
chunk of funding from city, 
state and federal coffers, 
has refused to fully open 
its books to city Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer, who at-

tempted to conduct an audit 
of the nonprofit’s finances.

The FBI has also been 
conducting a probe into in-
come that Galante received 
from a job outside the li-
brary and his questionable 
operation of the nonprofit.

“The bill is a common-
sense measure that would 
dramatically improve the 
governance and oversight 

of the Queens Library and 
help guarantee that it re-
mains one of our borough’s 
most treasured institutions 
for many years to come,” 
Katz said in a statement.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

co-defendants, Smith and 
former Queens GOP Vice 
Chairman Vincent Tabone.

Halloran, however, 
opted to continue with the 
case, arguing he could not 
afford to have his case re-
tried. His defense lawyers 
were given an extra week 
to go through the addition-
al tapes.

Karas told jurors, who 
were not aware of the mis-
trial, they should not let 
the absence of Halloran’s 
co-defendants affect their 
verdict.

“As you can see, defen-
dants Smith and Tabone 
are not here,” he said. “You 
are not to concern yourself 
with why.”

Prosecutors have al-
leged Smith schemed to 
bribe his way onto the Re-
publican mayoral ticket in 
2013 by steering payments 
to a number of GOP county 
chairmen.

The undercover agent, 
known as Raj, who was pos-
ing as a real estate develop-
er, said he had agreed to pay 
Halloran $75,000 to broker 

the deal. Raj said the agree-
ment was that he would 
pay the northeast Queens 
Republican half before the 
deal and the rest of the sum 
once he had secured the 
support of enough Republi-
can chairmen to get Smith 
on the ticket.

Halloran accepted 
$15,000 in cash at a meet-
ing Feb. 15, the undercover 
agent said in his testimony.

“Gonna nail down 
Eaton,” Halloran said in 

a text message to the un-
dercover agent after the 
meeting, according to tran-
scripts, which were dis-
played as evidence Wednes-
day. Halloran was referring 
to Craig Eaton, the Brook-
lyn GOP chairman.

“I hope u will then 
bring account with me up 
to where it is supposed to 
be,” Halloran texted.

The undercover agent 
was also cross-examined 
by Halloran’s defense at-
torney, Vinoo Varghese 
Wednesday.

Varghese has main-
tained Halloran perceived 
the payments and checks he 
received as legal campaign 
contributions and personal 
loans.

When the defense’s 
cross examination of the 
undercover agent is com-
plete, the former Bronx Re-
publican Party chairman, 
Joseph Savino, is expected 
to take the stand.

Savino pleaded guilty 
in November to accepting a 
$15,000 bribe in the alleged 
scheme.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

sembled staff at the Brook-
lyn headquarters of CNG 
Monday morning.

Les Goodstein formed 
the Community Newspa-
per Group as an executive 
for the international media 
conglomerate News Corp., 
overseeing it as president 
until his retirement in July 
2013.

“When I left I said, like 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in 
‘The Terminator,’ ‘I’ll be 
back,” Goodstein said. “It 
is incredibly gratifying to 
come back and run the op-
eration I helped put togeth-
er for News Corp.”

The Goodsteins own 
NYC CommunityMedia 
Group. The Manhattan-
based company is run by 
Jennifer Goodstein and 
produces free neighbor-
hood weeklies, including 
The Villager, Downtown 
Express and Gay City 
News.

The purchase of the 
11 community newspapers 
will be finalized and made 
official July 1, Les Good-
stein said.

Among the most imme-

diate changes in store is the 
renaming of the company 
from “Community Newspa-
per Group” to “Community 
News Group.”

The new company will 
partner with News Corp. 
to continue publishing 
the outerborough Weekly 
inserts that appear in the 
Sunday New York Post, 
Goodstein said.

News Corp. sold the lo-
cal papers for the same rea-
son it sold a chain of New 
England papers last sum-
mer: to focus on global and 
online efforts, an executive 
said in a statement.

“This sale, like our di-
vestiture of the Dow Jones 
Local Media Group, helps 
us reshape the News Corp. 
portfolio as we achieve 
greater globalization and 
digitization of our busi-
nesses with an eye towards 
long-term growth,” said 
Robert Thomson, chief ex-
ecutive at the media giant. 
“We’re confident that these 
newspapers and magazines 
will prosper under the lead-
ership of Les and Jennifer 
Goodstein.”

The terms of the sale 
were not disclosed.

Before joining News 
Corp. in 2006, Les Good-
stein had a 28-year career 

with the Daily News, where 
he worked his way up to 
president and chief operat-
ing officer. At the meeting 
in Brooklyn, he said CNG’s 
newspaper and website 
model is a winning one.

“We now have Manhat-
tan, Queens and the Bronx, 
and we are in a good posi-
tion to grow,” Goodstein 
said.

Also in store is a move 
by the Community Media 
Group’s Manhattan staff 
to the Community News 
Group’s Downtown Brook-
lyn office in MetroTech 
Center. The Manhattan 
team worked out of the 
Brooklyn office for several 
months following Hurri-
cane Sandy, and Jennifer 
Goodstein said it was tough 
to convince them to leave.

“Some of the group 
had a hard time going 
back to the current office,” 
Goodstein said, “so I know 
they’ll enjoy being back.”

Les Goodstein closed 
by saying that the purchase 
was the culmination of a 
lifelong dream.

“My favorite movie 
is ‘Citizen Kane,’” he said. 
“And I always loved the part 
where he buys a newspaper 
— aside from the whole per-
sonality part.”
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Former City Councilman Daniel 
Halloran’s corruption trial re-
sumes. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

opened at 9 a.m., which Fer-
rara thought would draw 
more blood donations than 

in years past.
Citi Field hosts two 

blood drives every year, 
one in the winter and one 
in the summer. These are 
the two times of the year 
when blood banks run low 

on blood and  need as many 
donations as possible.

Each donor was given a 
voucher to receive two tick-
ets online for a September 
home game that is listed on 
the voucher.

Continued from Page 25 

Blood drive

Police are investigat-
ing the stabbing of the 
man who Tuesday morn-
ing walked into a Jamaica 
McDonald’s with the knife 
sticking in his back.

The attacked occurred 
on Sutphin Boulevard near 
91st Avenue in the down-
town area of Jamaica dur-
ing a fight a little before 10 
a.m., a police spokesman 
said.

The unidentified vic-
tim then walked into the 
fast food chain, a block 
away, and made a cellphone 
call to the surprise of the 
patrons at the eatery.

EMS respondents were 
called to the restaurant and 
took the victim, in his 50s, 
to the hospital, the police 
said.

The suspects fled the 
scene in an unknown direc-
tion, the NYPD said.

No arrests had been 

made and the investigation 
is ongoing, authorities said 
Wednesday evening.

CBS obtained this image of the stabbing victim with the knife in 
his back inside the Jamaica McDonalds. Photo courtesy CBS

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Man stabbed in back seeks help in McD’s
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ERIC COMFORT SHOES
With this coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offers or prior purchases. 

Coupon valid only at Queens Village & Williston Park stores. Offer expires  7-30-14 .

10% OFF
Easy Spirit, Naturalizer, 

Spring Step & Hush Puppies

$10 OFF
Each Pair Of Women’s SAS, Clarks, Dansko, Ara, 
Softspots, Rockport, Birkenstock, New Balance, 
Merrell, Beautifeel, Trotters, Toe Warmers Shoes, 

Sneakers or Sandals

$15 OFF
Each Pair Of Men’s Clarks, New Balance, 

Timberland, Florsheim, Rockport, Hush Puppies, 
Bostonian, Ecco, Johnston & Murphy, SAS, 

Wolverine Shoes, Sneakers Or Sandals

ERIC COMFORT SHOES Since 
1942

For Men, Women & Children Medium, Wide & Extra-Wide Sizes 4-16 Available

75TH ANNIVERSARY SALE! SAVE UP TO 60%

ALL DAY COMFORT 
AND STYLE

ALL STYLES AND BRANDS AVAILABLE ONLY AT
OUR QUEEN VILLAGE OR WILLISTON PARK STORE

426 HILLSIDE AVE.
WILLISTON PARK 516-877-2002
(Corner of Hillside Avenue & Herricks Road, 
5 Blocks West of Willis Avenue) 
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm  Sun 11am-5pm

B-D-EEEE 
6-16

Other Colors
A-EEEE

WE CARRY ALL 
LINES OF

$15OFF

$15 OFF

$15 OFF

All Sizes & Widths

All Men’s

& We Carry All 
Styles of SAS

B-D-EEE-6-16 
Available in 5 Colors

Perth All Men’s

SAS

Clarks

Duo

Hush Puppies

216-11 JAMAICA AVE. 

QUEENS VILLAGE 
718-465-2860
(NEAR Springfield Blvd.)
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm  Sun Closed

EXPERT
FITTING FOR 
CHILDREN!

WWW.ERICSHOES.COM

EXPERT FITTING FOR CHILDREN

ALL STYLES AND BRANDS AVAILABLE AT QUEENS VILLAGE LOCATION

Spring Step, Hush Puppies & Children Shoes

NARROW, 
MEDIUM, 

WIDE, 
EXTRA WIDE 4 - 15 

AVAILABLE

216-11 JAMAICA AVE.
QUEENS VILLAGE, NY 11428

718–465–2860
(NEAR Springfield Blvd.)

Exit 27 from Cross Island Parkway

EXPERT FITTING 
FOR CHILDREN

FREE 
Parking

JULY 4TH SALE! SAVE UP TO 60%

All Sandals  
Drastically Reduced


