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BY JUAN SOTO

Filmmaker Francis 
Ford Coppola wandered the 
Jamaica High School halls 
in the mid-1950s.

Those same halls were 
witnesses to the birth of 
the first doo-wop rhythms 

of The Silvertones, known 
later as The Cleftones.

A Pulitzer Prize poet 
worked at the school’s 
newspaper, while one stu-
dent ended up as U.S. attor-
ney general.

The list of notable 
alumni is long, but all the 
glory hidden in the class-

rooms and the walls of the 
once-brilliant Jamaica 
High School will soon be 
part of history. The institu-
tion, which opened in 1925, 
is shutting its doors this 
week.

Former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg placed Jamaica 
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BY BILL PARRY
 
When the mayor announced 

in April that the Macy’s 4th of 
July Fireworks were moving 
back to the East River this year, 

there was excitement among busi-
ness owners and elected officials 
that there would be an economic 
windfall along the Queens water-
front.

But a review of the plans 

for the nation’s largest pyrotech-
nic display show that the closest 
barge will be anchored between 
the Brooklyn and Manhattan 
bridges way too the south.

Amy Spilatnick, a spokes-

woman from the Mayor’s office, 
said, “We anticipate that the 4th 
of July fireworks display will be 
visible in part from a variety of 
locations in Queens, including 
but not limited to a good portion 
of the East River waterfront. The 
optimal viewing areas are listed 
on the Macy’s website.”

Macy’s website lists several 
viewing spots in Brooklyn and 
Manhattan, but there are no loca-
tions listed in Queens.

Asked about Queens, Macy’s 
spokesman Orlando Veras said, 
“With fireworks reaching heights 
of between 600 to 800 feet, there 
may be areas in the vicinity that 
may also have views of the show.”

The best bet for a view from 
Queens is to watch from a rooftop 
bar with unobstructed views, like 
at the Z Hotel, at 11-01 43rd Ave. in 
Long Island City. 

“We’re having our 4th of 
July Picnic on our 12th floor 
rooftop bar,” Marketing Director 
Lisa Gneo said. “We can see both 
bridges from there, so we know 
we’re going to see the fireworks.”

At ground level, they’re not 
too sure. 

Firefighters transport one of dozens of volunteer victims to an ambulance during an annual drill at LaGuardia 
Airpot organized by the Port Authority in conjunction with numerous city, state and federal agencies to test the re-
sponse to major incidents. See story on Page 3.  Photos by Christina Santucci

PREPARING FOR THE WORST

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Home and business owners in 
Bayside and surrounding neigh-
borhoods have recently lodged 
dozens of complaints with elected 
officials and civic groups after 
seeing several clothing donation 
boxes that appear to be scams pop 
up throughout the area.

The large pink boxes with 
the words “clothes shoes drop” 
written in all capital letters on 
one side have been a source of 
concern for many residents of 
Bayside, Little Neck and Oak-
land Gardens since they started 
appearing throughout the area 
about six months ago, when Com-
munity Board 11 District Manag-
er Susan Seinfeld said the board 
first began receiving complaints 
about them.

The boxes are printed with 
“Our Neighborhood Recycling” 
on the side and a phone number 
with an 855 area code, but resi-
dents say they fear the drop boxes 
are not there to benefit legitimate 
charities.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

The state Senate passed a bill last week plac-
ing a two-year moratorium on a highly criticized 
plan by the state Department of Environmental 
Conservation to eradicate more than 2,000 mute 
swans, the same day three DEC agents in an up-

Albany passes mutant swan bill
that will save Rockaway birds

Assemblyman David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) will introduce a bill calling for 
keeping the school’s name. He gradu-
ated from Jamaica High in 1974. 

Mystery boxes
for charity hit
Bayside streets

To see or not see July 4  fi reworks
Confusion reigns after Macy’s website lists no sites for viewing in borough

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 8

Last class leaves Jamaica High
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MAURICE SUPPLIES LLC.
60-44 Maurice Avenue, Maspeth, NY 11378

CALL:  VISIT: www.mauricesupplies.com

The colors
will not fade.

Charles H. Gamarekian
Founder/Chairman/CEO

BACKYARD PATIOS & OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS  PAVINGSTONES  WALL SYSTEMS

With ArmorTec®

the color of the pavers
WILL NOT FADE
Both pavingstones shown above were installed in residential
driveways in 2006 (Photos taken in January 2010).

Plan your total patio makeover with Cambridge! 

the pavers look
WORN & FADED*

Without ArmorTec®

STOP IN FOR YOUR FREE 108 PAGE CAMBRIDGE OUTDOOR LIVING ROOM GUIDE
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Port Authority simulates plane crash at LaGuardia
Agency holds exercise to test how workers should respond in the event of an aircraft emergency

BY ALEX ROBINSON

As smoke bellowed 
through the air Saturday 
morning at LaGuardia Air-
port, emergency personnel 
scrambled to tend to blood-
soaked victims of a plane 
crash.

But the smoke was 
fabricated, the crash was 
a simulation and the blood 
was fake.

The Port Authority 
held an exercise to test the 
ability of emergency re-
sponders to handle a pas-
senger aircraft accident 
and to work on inter-agen-
cy crisis management.

“Our first priority at 
all our facilities is public 
safety,” said Pat Foye, ex-
ecutive director of the Port 
Authority. “The purpose of 
this is really to make sure 
that were an event like this 
to happen at one of our air-
ports, we’ll be prepared. It 
puts us in a position to pro-

tect the public the best we 
can.”

In the scenario, an 
engine exploded while the 
Boeing 737 was taking off, 
sending a blade and shrap-
nel into the plane’s fuselage 
and resulting in a crash 

landing and mass casual-
ties.

Around 750 emergency 
workers responded to the 
simulated plane crash, in-
cluding employees from a 
list of different agencies 
such as the FDNY, NYPD 

and Port Authority Police.
Paramedics buzzed 

around 120 volunteers, who 
were each given instruc-
tions to act as injured pas-
sengers. There were 145 vic-
tims in total in the staged 
event and dummies were 

used for the 25 passengers 
who died in the accident.

“It’s been a wonderful 
experience. It shows the co-
operation and coordination 
between the various agen-
cies,” said Ed Moran, an 
adviser at the Garden City 
Fire Department, who vol-
unteered for the exercise 
and sat on the tarmac with 
a fake injury to his leg. “It 
was very well-run and very 
realistic.”

Emergency person-
nel first arrived to douse 
flames from a container, 
which had been set on fire, 
rather than the actual 
plane several hundred feet 
away.

After the fire was out, 
emergency personnel en-
tered the plane and started 
setting up triage to tend to 
victims.

A twist in the scenario 
came when city Corrections 
arrived on scene. There was 
a prisoner who had been 

transported on the plane in 
addition to four detainees, 
and personnel were tasked 
with finding them and tak-
ing them into custody.

The city medical ex-
aminer’s office was also 
on the scene to conduct an 
investigation and work on 
their emergency manage-
ment scenarios.

“They actually did an 
outstanding job. It was a 
very complex exercise we 
put on,” said Jim Munday, 
senior manager of Emer-
gency Operations for the 
Port Authority. “They were 
learning and that’s what 
you want to have. You don’t 
want everything to go per-
fect, because if everything 
went perfect, we don’t need 
exercises.”

Munday said the exer-
cise was carried out fairly 
flawlessly with a few minor 
missteps in terms of com-
munication and coordina-
tion.

Port Authority Police escort one of the volunteers posing as a wounded plane passenger down the 
stairs to one of the staging areas. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
signed a package of legis-
lation, passed by the City 
Council in recent weeks, 
designed to further his 
Vision Zero plan to make 
streets safer for pedestri-
ans and cyclists Monday in 
Woodside.

He held the event at PS 
152, where he first outlined 
his initiative in January, 
just weeks after the tragic 
death of Noshat Nahian, an 
8-year-old student who was 
struck and killed by a trac-
tor-trailer while crossing 
Northern Boulevard one 
block from the school.

The mayor inspected 
improvements made by the 
city Department of Trans-
portation at the intersec-
tion at 61st Street, where 
the schoolboy was killed. 
Changes include two pe-
destrian islands, enhanced 
crosswalks and newly 

timed traffic signals that 
enable  pedestrians to cross 
Northern Boulevard while 
traffic is stopped.

De Blasio then spoke 
before the media and doz-
ens of family members of 
traffic collision victims in-
cluding the third-grader’s 
parents, Nargish and Mo-
hammed Nahian.

“Every parent at that 
moment understands, when 
you stand in a spot where 
a child was lost, you feel 
something,” de Blasio said. 
“And I certainly felt again 
the loss of a young boy that 
we wish so deeply was here 
with us today, and we in his 
memory are taking real ac-
tion to make sure we won’t 

lose other children.”
The mayor signed 11 

bills meant to improve traf-
fic safety while increasing 
the penalties for dangerous 
driving. The DOT will be 
required to install seven 
neighborhood slow zones 
this year and next and 
lower speeds to 15 to 20 mph 
near 50 schools annually.

Another bill provides 
for tougher penalties on 
drivers who fail to yield to 
pedestrians and cyclists, 
and the city Taxi & Limou-
sine Commission will be 
able to strip cab drivers of 
their licenses if they injure 
or kill anyone in a crash. 
Another piece of legislation 
prohibits stunt behaviors 
on motorcycles.

“We have promised 
the people of this city that 
we will use every tool we 
have to make streets safer,” 
de Blasio said. “Today is 
another step on our path 
to fulfilling that promise, 
and sparing more families 
the pain of losing a son, a 
daughter or a parent in a 
senseless tragedy.”

The mayor also praised 
the state Legislature for ap-
proving a measure that al-
lows New York City to low-
er its standard speed limit 
to 25 mph.

“This is a huge step 

forward for New York City,” 
de Blasio said. “When you 
think about Vision Zero, 
all of its components, fun-
damentally it comes down 
to reducing speed, reduc-
ing reckless driving. This 
is an essential element 
to that plan and it’s been 
achieved.”

Paul Steely White, a 
safety activist from the 
Transportation Alterna-
tives nonprofit, attended 
the bill signing and mar-
veled at the speed at which 
the de Blasio administra-
tion changed the culture 
surrounding the Vision 
Zero plan to cut traffic 
deaths.

“I continue to be 
amazed at the mayor’s fol-
low-through these past six 
months,” he said. “Promis-
es have turned into action 
and now we hold our breath 
as the focus shifts towards 
enforcement.”

Mayor turns 11 pedestrian safety bills into law

Mayor de Blasio signs 11 traffic safety bills in Woodside. Photo by Bill Parry
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HOLIDAY SALE

HUGE SAVINGS OFF 
MINI SPLIT AIR CONDITIONERS
SUPER QUIET! SUPER COOL! ELEGANT! ENERGY EFFICIENT!

3D HVAC Supplies Corp.

36-07 Bud Place
Flushing, N.Y. 11354
T: 718-321-3000

HVAC

CONTRACTORS WELCOME
5–10% OFF ALL SUPPLIES

10–15% OFF  

VISIT OUR SHOW ROOM WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

FAMOUS NAME BRANDS:
PRIDIOM, CARRIER, GREE

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN
®

HuntingtonHelps.com

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 

skills, co dence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS
K-12 

 
 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
  

EXAM PREP

SAVE $100**

WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

For Queens’ Hindus, Jamai-
ca Bay has become their Ganges 
River, a purifying source where 
they hold religious rituals to cast 
items called Puja into the water.

But Puja have caused a rift 
between some in the borough’s 
Indo-Caribbean community and 
environmentalists as non-biode-
gradable materials are often left 
in the water after rituals.

Dan Hendrick, a Queens 
film producer, said he is trying 
to start a conversation between 
the borough’s Hindu community, 
government agencies and envi-
ronmentalists to figure out an 
eco-friendly way of holding Puja 
rituals in the waters of Jamaica 
Bay.

Hendrick premiered his 
short film, “The Divine Waters 
of Jamaica Bay,” about the ritual 
at a panel discussion at the Shri 
Trimurti Bhaven temple in Ozone 
Park Sunday.

“Our goal with this film was 

ultimately to start a dialogue,” he 
said at the discussion. “Today is 
really the start of a journey for 
the film.”

Puja are often biodegradable 
offerings such as coconuts, milk, 
flowers and fruit, but can also 
sometimes be accompanied by 
aluminum foil and cloths.

The film chronicles the ef-
forts of Kamini Doobay, a young 
Hindu medical student who is 
working toward building better 
channels of communication be-
tween the borough’s Indo-Carib-
bean community and the Nation-
al Parks Service about the issue.

“For the past two to three 
decades now, a lot of non-biode-
gradable things have accompa-
nied certain offerings, and that’s 
negligent on our part,” she said at 
the panel discussion, which was 
attended by a number of leaders 
in the Indo-Caribbean communi-
ty, environmentalists and a rep-
resentative of the National Parks 
Service, which oversees the bay.

“I am not at all commending 

our community,” she added.
Doobay joined a recently 

formed group called Sadhana, 
which has started holding beach 
cleanups on Jamaica Bay on the 
first Sunday of every month.

Environmentalists have 
acknowledged that in addition 
to beach cleanups, the root of 

the problem also needs to be ad-
dressed through education. Indo-
Caribbean leaders and priests 
need to educate new Hindu immi-
grants about the harm some Puja 
offerings can cause and which 
materials one can legally leave in 
the water.

“The real issue for many 

of us is what do we do with this 
stuff?” said Charles Markis, a 
park ranger with the National 
Parks Service, who attended the 
discussion.

“We don’t want you to stop 
coming to the water. We don’t 
want you to stop doing Puja,” he 
said. “But we want to know how 
we can accommodate you so ev-
erybody can be happy and we 
can make Jamaica Bay a better 
place.”

Hendrick’s short film is also 
a part of a broader documentary 
Hendrick produced about the bay, 
called “Jamaica Bay Lives.”

The documentary is being 
edited at the moment and, once 
complete, Hendrick hopes to soon 
find a distributor for the film.

“Hopefully, we’ll be able to 
sway hearts and minds in the 
community on the issue,” Hen-
drick said.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

Dan Hendrick (r.) presents his film at a panel discussion with (l.-r.) Pandit 
Chunelall Narine, Mat McDermott of the Bhumi Project and Kamini Doobay. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Filmmaker starts conversation about Jamaica Bay ritual
Documentary explores connection between Hindu religious activities and Queens major waterway
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198-29 HORACE HARDING EXP. FRESH MEADOWS
(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO WALDBAUM’S)

IN-HOUSE SOMMELIER • AMPLE FREE PARKING • WE DELIVER
RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS.

ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

SALE SALE

FOLONARI 
ALL TYPES 1.5L $8.99

WITH REBATE 
AS LOW AS $4.99 

LARGEST SELECTION OF WINE & SPIRITS IN QUEENS

SOBIESKI
VODKA

BLACKSTONE 
MERLOT

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

CONCHO Y TORO
FRONTERA

ALL TYPES

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

JOHNNIE WALKER
RED

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

APOTHIC 
RED

SILVER OAK 
ALEXANDER VALLEY

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

RUFFINO CHIANTI 
CLASSICO (TAN LABEL)

MIONETTO PROSECCO 
BRUT (GOLD LABEL)

MEZZACORONA 
PINOT GRIGIO

KENDALL JACKSON
CHARDONNAY

GREY GOOSE
VODKA

$33.99
1 L.

1.75 LTR.

750 ML.

750 ML.

1.5 L.

I.5 L.

1.75 LTR.

750 ML. 750 ML.

750 ML.

1.5 LTR.

750 ML.

750 ML.

1.5 L.

750 ML.

SVEDKA 
VODKA

1.75 LTR.

$17.99 $17.99

$6.99

$17.99

$6.99

BAREFOOT WINE 
ALL TYPES

1.5 LTR.

$9.99

$9.99

$31.99

STERLING NAPA
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

750 ML.

$17.99

KETEL ONE
VODKA

1.75 L

$39.99

$8.99 $8.99

$49.99

$9.99

$18.99

$10.99

$9.99

$9.99

JULY 4TH SALE

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More

6 Bottles
or More

12 Bottles
or More

NOW THROUGH JULY 13, 2014
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

W
IN

E
 SA

L
E

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase 

of $100 or More
NOW THROUGH JULY 13, 2014
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

CAVIT
PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 LTR.
$10.99

MONDAY – SATURDAY 10 AM TO 9 PM • SUNDAY 12PM TO 7 PM • FRANNYLEWWINE@GMAIL.COM

TEL: 718-428-1111 • FAX: 718-352-1555 • WWW.FRANNYLEWWINE.COM

FR A N N Y LE W
WI N E & LI Q U O R

BLUE TAG SALE: 

PURCHASE ANY 2 BLUE TAG ITEMS 

& RECEIVE 

15% OFF
ASSORT 12 BOTTLES &  RECEIVE 

25% OFF

CHARDONNAY SALE:10% OFF OUR SELECTION OF OVER 100 CHARDONNAYS

★★

★★ ★★

★★
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 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens officially 
named its first street in 
honor of a teacher when 
dozens gathered to pay trib-
ute to Geraldine “Geri” Cil-
mi beside PS 41 last Friday 
afternoon.

Students helped City 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) pull a slip off 
a green sign bearing white 
letters that spelled out Mrs. 
Geri Cilmi Place near the 
corner of 214th Place and 
35th Avenue.

Colleagues, pupils and 
relatives of Cilmi, who died 
three years ago after a bat-
tle with cancer, spoke of the 
science teacher’s decades at 
PS 41 and her ability to en-
gage all five of her students’ 
senses.

“She will never be for-
gotten,” said Vallone, not-
ing that the street sign was 
the county’s first to pay 

tribute to a teacher. “Every 
time another student walks 
into the great halls of PS 41, 
they’re going to look up and 
say, ‘Who was she?’”

Both PS 41 Principal 
Sari Latto and Thomas 
Fennell, a former student 
who began working to re-
name the street corner as 
a seventh-grader, described 
the animals, plants and 
vibrant teaching aids that 
found a home in Cilmi’s 
classroom.

“As a kid I didn’t like 
school,” Fennell said. “But 
that class was fun.”

Cilmi’s mentoring 
moxie was also much-
praised.

Mary Vaccaro, the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers District 26 representa-
tive, said she remembered 
Cilmi inviting her into her 
classroom nine years ago 
and dispensing vital ad-
vice.

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Community Board 8 

voted against a Kew Gar-
dens Hills yeshiva’s expan-
sion proposal at a meeting 
last week after neighbors 
railed against the plan.

The Sephardic Con-
gregation, which residents 
said has not been a good 
neighbor since it moved in 
20 years ago, has applied 
for a variance which would 
allow it to add a third story 
to its building, at 141-41 
72nd Ave.

“In 20 years, they have 
never shown they want to 
work with their neighbors 
or with the community,” 
said Dennis Shore, who 
lives next door to the school. 
“No one has ever come 
around to us to find a hap-
py medium. We aren’t say-
ing you can’t have a school 
there, but it shouldn’t get 
any bigger.”

The expansion of the 
congregation, which serves 
as a synagogue and school, 
would provide an additional 
nine classrooms and would 
allow its student population 
to grow from 70 to 185.

Residents expressed 
concerns that increasing 
the number of students at 
the school would exacer-
bate garbage, traffic and 
parking problems in the 
area.

“Where are the new 
teachers going to park? 
There’s no parking lot,” 

Shore said. “They’ll take 
up all the parking space on 
our block.”

Opponents of the 
expansion also cited 15 
open building violations 
the synagogue has dating 
back to 1992. The variance 
the synagogue applied for 
would also legalize these 
violations so the school 
could build its addition.

Residents also had 
safety concerns about a 
larger student population 
since there is a lack of open 
space for the students to 
play in the area.

“The older kids are go-
ing to be out on the street,” 
said George Hammarth, 
whose mother-in-law, 
Trinidad Lum, lives across 
the street from the school. 
“That is not just an annoy-
ance to the neighborhood. 
That is a true safety issue.”

More than 50 residents 
who live near the syna-
gogue signed a petition de-
crying the school’s expan-
sion effort.

Members of the con-
gregation also attended the 
meeting to plead their case 
for the expansion, which 

they said is necessary for 
their community to thrive 
and grow.

“The building fixes 
lives in the community. It 
builds people in the com-
munity and makes them 
better,” said Yekutiel Davi-
dov, a Kew Gardens Hills 
resident who attended the 
yeshiva. “We want to make 
the community a better 
place to grow and excel, not 
just for myself, but my chil-
dren and grandchildren as 
I plan to stay in Kew Gar-
dens Hills for many years 
to come.”

Elected officials join family and friends of Geri Cilmi in unveiling a 
street sign in Cilmi’s memory in Bayside. Photo by Sarina Trangle

The Sephardic Congregation wants to build a third story on its building in Kew Gardens Hills so its ye-
shiva can grow. Photo by Alex Robinson

Bayside street named
for late PS 41 teacher

CB 8 nixes yeshiva expansion
Kew Gardens Hills residents cry foul over variance for ‘bad neighbor’
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

High on his list of failing 
schools on the grounds 
that the educational facil-
ity at 167-01 Gothic Drive 
had had low graduation 
rates for more than a de-
cade.

Since 2011, the school 
has been phasing out one 
grade per year. In the cur-
rent school year, there is 
only the senior class left 
at the school. Jamaica 
High will celebrate its fi-
nal graduation this week, 
almost a century after its 
doors were opened for the 
first time.

“This is such a beau-
tiful school,” said state As-
semblyman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens), 
who graduated from Ja-
maica High in 1974. His 
mother taught biology, 
chemistry and Spanish 
at the institution for more 

than 40 years.
“We had a dress code 

here,” recalled Weprin, 
as he admired the school 
building, designated a 
city landmark in 2009, on 
a visit to the campus this 
week.

The structure is 
now home to the Hillside 
Academy, Community 
Leadership and Queens 
Collegiate schools.

Jamaica High, with 
an enrollment of more 
than 4,500 students in its 
good days, was Weprin’s 
political learning ground. 
He was active in student 
government and all the 
other associations linked 
to political and social 
causes.

Students, alumni, 
community activists, 
elected officials and 
neighbors fought hard to 
keep the school open, but 
they ended up losing the 
battle. They held rallies 
and protests to no avail.

“We don’t always know 
who does it, but there’s 
only one company who 
actually clearly marks the 
boxes with their organiza-
tion,” said Seinfeld, who 
went on to identify that 
organization as USAgain. 
The group is a national 
textile recycling company 
that collects used clothing 
and brings it back to life in 
order to sell apparel at re-
duced costs for people who 
cannot afford new clothes.

A woman who an-
swered a call placed to 
the phone number on the 

box said Our Neighbor-
hood Recycling ships the 
clothes overseas but hung 
up without giving more 
details. Community lead-
ers said they fear whom-
ever is placing the boxes 
around the neighborhood 
is taking the clothes dona-
tions and selling them for 
personal profit.

Seinfeld said the city’s 
administrative code has 
clear regulations on where 
drop boxes can be placed, 
and no boxes are to be put 
anywhere on public prop-
erty. Donation boxes are 
only allowed to be placed 
on private property, she 
said, with the permission of 
the owner.

Many homeowners 
and restaurant owners 
have called to complain 
about boxes being placed 
on their property overnight 
without their consent.

Seinfeld also said the 
city code requires that the 
city Sanitation Depart-
ment, which deals with 
any illegal donation boxes, 
gives 30 days notice before 
it is legally allowed to haul 
them away. In the mean-
time, she said Sanitation 
inspectors who are called 
to the sites each time a 
complaint is filed have 
begun placing stickers on 
the boxes warning people 
not to donate any items of 
clothing.

Continued from Page 1 
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Jamaica
In Hunters Point South 

Park, LIC Landing by Cof-
feed is throwing an All-
American high-end barbe-
cue for $100 a person. “I’m 
hearing mixed things, but I 
know from our event space 
you can see the top of the 
Brooklyn Bridge, so I think 
we’ll have an unobstructed 
view,” owner Frank Raf-
faele said. “At Gantry Park 
they think they won’t see it 
because their angle is a lit-
tle bit different. It’s a leap of 
faith, but we’re going to put 
on our rose-colored glasses 
and party either way.”

Veso Buntic, owner of 
the waterfront restaurant 
Anable Basin, a bit further 
north, doesn’t think they’ll 
have a view of the fire-
works.

 “It’s very disappoint-
ing. We booked a live band 
and everything,” he said. 

“We waited so long to get 
them back on the East 
River.  It’s really sad that 
they’re down in Brooklyn.”

A spokesman for Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz said she will work 
with the mayor and Ma-
cy’s to move future shows 
further north to make the 
fireworks more visible to 
the 2.3 million Queens resi-
dents.

Fireworks fans can 
still get their fill, earlier 
in the week, thanks to the 

Central Astoria Local De-
velopment Coalition’s 32nd 
Annual Waterfront Inde-
pendence Celebration June 
30.

“Thanks God for Asto-
ria, right?” CALDC Execu-
tive Director Marie Tornia-
li said. “What better view 
from the lawn in Astoria 
Park?  The Gruccis shoot 
them off of Randall’s Island 
right over your head. We 
really pack them in with 
crowds of 10,000 every year. 
Ours is much more inti-

mate.”
City Councilman Cos-

ta Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) is a proud co-sponsor of 
the event.

“They do such a great 
job every year,” he said. 
“It’s a unifying event for 
the community and an eco-
nomic boom for the neigh-
borhood.”

The 25-minute fire-
works display will be pre-
sented by the Grucci team, 
fresh from delivering a 
world record-setting dis-
play in Dubai.

“We’re delighted to be 
able to produce a fireworks 
extravaganza that can be a 
shared experience for the 
entire community,” Chief 
Executive Officer Phil 
Grucci said. “By using the 
most advanced science and 
envisioning our fireworks 
as performers and the sky 
as a stage, it’s a fantastic 
and theatrical fireworks 
performance guaranteed 
for all in the audience.”

Continued from Page 1 

Fireworks

state New York park alleg-
edly took part in the killing 
of two of the birds while 
in an unmarked boat, Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
said.

Avella announced June 
18 that the bill he wrote and 
introduced earlier this year 
unanimously passed the 
Senate, just a few days be-
fore the northeast Queens 
representative learned that 
three agents in Jefferson 
County, just south of the 
Canadian border, allegedly 
shot two mute swans in front 
of spectators who were visit-

ing Black River Bay, park-
goers told local news station 
WWNY TV 7.

Witnesses described 
to the station hearing loud 
gunshots as the DEC agents 
killed the birds with a hand-
ful of baby swans nearby, 
which local residents said 
they fear now will not be 
able to survive.

The DEC could not be 
reached for comment about 
the incident this week.

Avella introduced the 
moratorium bill in Febru-
ary after the DEC came 
under fire for announc-
ing a controversial plan to 
kill the state’s entire mute 
swan population — about 
2,200 — by 2025, citing the 

birds as an invasive species 
that causes harm to several 
plants and animals also liv-
ing in their environment.

But the senator ar-
gued that the agency did 
not present enough proof to 
support its plan, which the 
newly enacted legislation 
requires the DEC to do.

“These birds have 
been around for decades 
and the population is esti-
mated at only 2,200,” Avella 
said. “How can they be a 
threat to society? This has 
been a huge issue for the 
state of New York and I am 
glad we will now have the 
time to properly examine 
and hopefully change this 
plan.”

Continued from Page 1 

Swans
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This beautiful new columbarium offers a wonderful alternative to burial,
with over 230 glass niches offered in a variety of sizes.

Give your loved ones a permanent memorial that will be cherished for generations to come.
A sacred place to refl ect a beautiful life.

Take advantage of our low monthly payment plans 
with 0% interest fi nancing on pre-need purchases.

St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379

ACT 
NOW

As indicated, please call or send me 

St. John Cemetery. 
I understand that no cemetery 

representative will ever visit my home.

Gravesites        Mausoleum Space
Cremation Graves/Niches

I am interested in:

 ________________________

 ______________________

 __________________________

 _________________________

 ___________________________

 ________________________

 ______________

 ________________________

NY POST 6/29/14

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

www.Timesledger.com
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Caribbean Life, the largest publication reaching 
New York’s West Indian community, would like to thank the sponsors of the 

2014 Caribbean American Healthcare Awards
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