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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Residents gathered in 
Rockaway Beach last week-
end to protest the city’s 
decision to eliminate fund-
ing for the Rockaway Ferry 
in the 2015 budget and to 
urge citizens and elected 

officials to fight to save the 
service.

A group of about 15 
people held signs read-
ing “Keep the Rockaway 
Ferry” as they stood on the 
corner of Beach 90 Street 
and Shore Front Parkway 
Saturday morning, sending 
their message to drivers 

passing in their cars and 
beach-goers making their 
way down to the water.

The group could also be 
heard from several blocks 
away chanting phrases 
such as “Rockaway Ferry 
forever” as they expressed 
concerns over Mayor Bill 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The wait for work to start on 
the long-delayed Flushing Com-
mons project is over.

Developers announced the 

beginning of construction on the 
$1 billion project at a ground-
breaking ceremony Monday.

“After years of hard work, 
ingenuity and tenacity, Flushing 
Commons becomes a reality,” 

said Michael Meyer, head of F&T 
Group. “But only because of the 
people in so many spheres who 
contributed.”

Meyer lauded the efforts of 
a number of community leaders 

and elected officials who contrib-
uted to the development, which 
was originally approved by the 
city in 2010.

“[This project] is a model of 
what public-private partnerships 
can accomplish,” Meyer said.

The development will trans-
form Municipal Lot 1 at the corner 
of Union Street and 39th Avenue 
into a massive, multi-use complex 
which will include residential, of-
fice and retail space. It will also 
house a 62,000-square-foot YMCA 
and 1,600 parking spaces to pre-
serve the available parking on 
the municipal lot.

The project stalled during 
the recession as funding dried up, 
but the partnership of developers 
secured $235 million from Star-
wood Property Trust in March to 
help finance the first phase of the 
project. The partnership includes  
Flushing-based F&T Group, the 
Rockefeller Group, AECOM Capi-
tal and Mount Kellett Capital 
Management LP.

“All of the consultants here to-
day have determined that Queens 
is really the place to invest,” said 
Borough President Melinda Katz, 

Chris Cueto hangs on to his 20-month-old son Lucas as they fly down a slide at St. Gregory’s the Great’s 35th annual 
festival in Bellerose. Photo by Christina Santucci

HOLD ON TIGHT

BY JUAN SOTO

Southeast Queens has de-
clared war on noise for the second 
year in a row.

Summer is here, and the heat 
brings revelers to pump up the 
volume in house parties thrown 
in places like Springfield Gar-
dens and Rosedale.

Just last weekend, for exam-
ple, the 105th Precinct received 55 
noise complaints.

In response to noise nui-
sance, City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton) an-
nounced that right in time for the 
July 4 celebrations, the Summer 
Noise Task Force will be on hand 
to try to cut down on unwanted 
noise pollution.

Community leaders, neigh-
bors and police officers from the 
local precinct are taking part in 
the task force.

“If you can hear music in 
your home at 1 or 2 in the morn-
ing, it becomes an issue,” Rich-
ards said. “Last year our office got 
inundated with noise complaints 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed a bill into law to 
reform the Queens Library board of trustees last 
week, thwarting a last-minute attempt by several 
members of the nonprofit’s board to squeeze in 
a special meeting to amend embattled President 

Trustees fail to fl oat parachute
for  CEO of Queens Library

Proponents of the Rockaway Ferry, in-
cluding Philip McManus (c. with flag), ral-
ly at Beach 90th Street in hopes that the 
service will be made permanent. 

Rosedale area 
seeks silencer 

for party noise

Flushing Commons work starts
Ground broken on $1B residential-offi ce project planned for years at Muni Lot 1

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 9

Rockaway Ferry loses funding
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BY BILL PARRY

Several hundred air-
port workers rallied for fair 
wages and benefits at La-
Guardia Airport Monday.

Chanting “Contract 
now” and waiving ban-
ners and signs, the workers 
kicked off a 100-day cam-
paign to keep the pressure 
on the airlines for a good 
union contract and eco-
nomic justice.

The workers were 
joined by elected officials, 
clergy and union officials 
all urging the major air-
lines and their subcontrac-
tors to comply with a man-
date from Port Authority 
Executive Director Pat Foy 
to give workers who were 
making less than $9 per 
hour an immediate $1 raise 
with a phase-in to $10.10.

American and Delta 
airlines have complied and 
have begun paying their 
workers the new rate, but 
United and JetBlue have 
refused.

“We are here to tell the 
wealthy airline companies 
and their poverty-wage 
contractors that it is long 
past time for them to start 
paying you a fair wage with 
benefits and a pathway to 
the middle class,” 32BJ 
SEIU President Hector 
Figueroa told the crowd. 

“You work hard and you de-
serve a good union contract 
and the right to make the 
same wages and benefits as 
the people who work direct-
ly for the port. Same work, 
same pay!”

The rally marked the 
official start of the 100 Days 
of Action, a countdown to 
Sept. 30, the deadline for 
the Port Authority’s plan 
for enhanced wages and 
benefits, including health-
care.

U.S. Rep. Charles Ran-
gel (D-Manhattan) spoke at 
the rally fresh off his Demo-
cratic primary victory over 
Adriano Espaillat Wednes-
day night.

“I am here today and I 
will be here until we win,” 
the 84-year-old congress-
man said. “The middle 
class is being squeezed 
out. People can’t afford to 
pay their rent or tuition for 
their children. We cannot 
afford to have the workers 
pushed into poverty after 
working hard all day.”

Nelly Escobar, a cabin 
cleaner at John F. Kennedy 
international Airport, said, 
“Sept. 30 is the deadline and 
we are serving notice on 
the contractors and airline 
that they must comply with 
the Port Authority’s man-
date. We work long, hard 
hours and can barely feed 

ourselves and our families. 
That’s not right.”

Last month, thousands 
of airport workers voted to 
designate 32BJ SEIU as 
their union and to negoti-
ate on their behalf.

“This is not the last 
time you will see us,” La-
Guardia Airport baggage 
handler Gian Lopez said. 
“We need a union contract 
to give us fair treatment 
and a strong voice.”

Among the leaders 
who spoke at the rally were 
Hazel Dukes, president of 
the New York Conference of 
the NAACP, who said, “Fair 
pay, good benefits and work-
place justice are civil rights 
issues. Forty-six years ago 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
said it was criminal that 
people received part-time 
pay for full-time work. It is 
still criminal today.”

On Friday a dozen of 
the workers met with Tim-
othy Cardinal Dolan and 
Brooklyn Bishop Nicholas 
DiMarzio for a half hour in 
the midtown offices of the 
Archdiocese of New York. 
Michael Carey, a security 
guard at JFK, said, “I still 
can’t believe it. Six months 
ago, I never dreamed we 
would achieve such great 
successes this year.”

Airport workers begin the next chapter of their campaign for fair wages and benefits at LaGuardia. 
Photo courtesy 32BJ SEIU

Airport workers stage rally 
for higher wages at LGA

www.Timesledger.com
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Despite a deal reached 
between state Democratic 
leadership and a group of 
five rogue state senators 
to form a new power shar-
ing agreement in the up-
per chamber, former city 
Comptroller John Liu has 
vowed to continue his bid 
to unseat Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside).

The two-term sena-
tor recently joined the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference, a breakaway 
group that controls the 
Senate with Republicans, 
in a move that Liu and the 
Queens Democratic Party, 
who are backing the former 
mayoral candidate, have 
heavily criticized in his 
campaign.

Liu had blasted the 
coalition between the IDC 
and the GOP, saying it 
stalled progressive initia-

tives such as the Dream 
Act, the Women’s Equality 
Act and campaign finance 
in the state Legislature.

But last week in an 
interview at TimesLedger 
Newspapers’ offices, Liu 
said the rift between the 

rogue Democrats and their 
mainline colleagues was 
never a central theme in 
his campaign.

“The thrust of this 
campaign, which I said 
from the get-go, is this is 
an opportunity for me to 

serve,” he said. “I’m not do-
ing this because anybody 
asked me, encouraged me 
or pressured me. It’s be-
cause I’ve been in public 
service for the last 12 years 
and I love it.”

Following an an-
nouncement last week 
that the two factions had 
reached a reconciliation 
agreement, at least one 
potential Democratic can-
didate who was gathering 
petitions for a primary 
challenge against an IDC 
senator has dropped their 
candidacy.

Democratic candidate 
Stephanie Hausner recent-
ly announced she would 
abandon her attempt to oust 
IDC Sen. David Carlucci (D-
Rockland County) once the 
deal was reached.

More challengers were 
expected to withdraw their 
candidacy, but Liu insisted 
the IDC deal has changed 

nothing for his campaign.
“That’s not me. I don’t 

back down from a cam-
paign,” he said in the inter-
view.

Former state Attorney 
General Oliver Koppell  has 
also said he will continue 
waging his primary battle 
against IDC head Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx).

When asked what ma-
jor differences he had with 
the incumbent, Liu said he 
is more adept at working 
with his colleagues.

“The fact of the mat-
ter is, when you’re a state 
senator, you’re not a mini-
mayor of your Senate dis-
trict,” he said. “You’re one 
of several dozen legislators 
that you need to work with 
to achieve your primary 
purposes. Your primary 
objectives are to pass leg-
islation that is good for the 
community you represent. 
You can’t do that on your 

own.”
Liu also said he would 

be better suited to work 
with his legislative col-
leagues to get more funding 
for the district.

“So while he may have 
been successful these last 
couple months after joining 
the IDC, the reality is that 
that’s a short-term thing,” 
Liu said of  Avella’s increase 
in funding for the district 
since this year’s budget was 
passed. “It just happened 
these last few months. How 
do you explain these last 
few years? Can the commu-
nity or this district really 
expect the same to occur 
one year from now? I don’t 
think so.”

Avella has yet to offi-
cially kick off his campaign 
for the September primary, 
but said his petitioning 
process is underway and he 
has started fund-raising.

Liu stays in race after IDC mends fencesF
Former comptroller presses on with Avella primary challenge even when rogue Dems come home

John Liu (r.) vows to stay in a primary race against Sen. Tony Avella 
despite a new agreement between the Independent Democratic 
Democrats and mainline Democrats to form a coalition. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

BY JUAN SOTO

They were all alive 
when World War I broke 
out, and on Friday they 
were all together celebrat-
ing their birthdays.

None was younger 
than 100.

They were the 13 
residents from the Chapin 
Home for the Aging at the 
center of the centennial 
celebration held at the Ja-
maica Hills nursing home 
June 27.

Only one of them was 
missing: Nettie Rosevelle, 
100.

“This morning she 
said that she was not com-
ing down because she 
didn’t feel like a party,” 
Kathleen Ferrara, director 
of recreation at the nursing 
home, said.

They are all mem-
bers of the Chapin Home 
Century Club, and during 
Friday’s celebration the 
birthday kids, family and 
friends enjoyed an after-
noon of music, speeches 
and cake, lots of cake.

The formal cake pre-
sentation was made as the 
St. Gregory’s Theater Group 
Chorus and Frank Sanchez 
at the piano performed “Get 
Happy,” famously sung by 
Judy Garland in the 1950 
movie “Summer Stock.”

All of the celebrants, 
they said, are happy at 
Chapin, but the oldest one, 
Mildred Gent, confessed 
that she would “rather be 
home.”

Gent’s niece, Patty Re-
imerders, understands her 
aunt’s desires, but at the 
nursing home “she is safe 

and taken care of.”
Gent, a former book-

keeper from Flushing, is 
107. She only needs to take 
one pill a day to control her 
blood pressure.

“She is very indepen-
dent,” added Reimerders. 

“She eats and does a lot of 
things by herself.”

But at 107, Gent realiz-
es that she cannot be home 
on her own.

“They treat me very 
well here,” she said.

Esther Vega, 102, was 

sitting not far from Mildred 
Gent at the ground floor 
hall of the Chapin Home for 
the Aging, at 165-01 Chapin 
Parkway in Jamaica.

“I am enjoying every 
minute of this,” said Vega, 
who came to New York 
from Puerto Rico when she 
was 14. “This is just won-
derful.”

And Ivo Cendrecourt 
was proudly holding a di-
ploma sent from the White 
House congratulating him 
on his 100th birthday. He 
was proud of the document 
signed by President Barack 
and Michelle Obama.

Marjorie Barrow, 100; 
Margaret Maschid, 100; 
Mary Nuccio, 100; James 
Kee, 101; Annette Funghi-
ni, 102; Albina Rizzo, 102; 
Georgina Schilizzi, 103; 
Mattie Woolfolk, 103; and 

Katie Santangelo, 104, were 
all there with their fami-
lies.

And they all hope the 
centennial club grows. Ir-
win Feigin will turn 100 in 
May.

The celebration start-
ed with a prayer by George 
Stack, president of the resi-
dent council.

“I am only 78, but this 
is a wonderful place,” he 
said.

Elected officials who 
represent the area did not 
want to miss the historic 
celebration.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows) and City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest), showed 
up at the centennial party.

Esther Vega, 102, celebrates her birthday with family members and 
residents at Chapin Home for the Aging. Photo by Juan Soto

They blew 1,324 candles for a historic birthday bash 
A total of 13 centenarians at Chapin Home for the Aging celebrate a party 100 years in the making
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GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!
New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

560 Northern Blvd., Great Neck
516-726-1771

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK 
RESTAURANT

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

FREE 
PARKING
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NO LIMIT
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ONLY
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1-800-404-CLAW

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED

FISH & CHIPS PLATTERLOBSTER DINNER

 *INCLUDES COLE SLAW  PREMIUM IDAHO FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
 CUP OF ANY CHOWDER OR BISQUE (ADD $4.00)
 STEVE’S AUTHENTIC KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER  
SALE

$9.99
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EXP. 7/7/14

$20*
+ TAX*

$10*
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BY BILL PARRY

The anger and fear 
that has gripped Elmhurst 
since the city turned the 
Pan American Hotel into a 
shelter for homeless fami-
lies was on full display at a 
hastily convened town hall 
meeting Monday evening.

Dozens of residents 
ripped into government 
agencies while represen-
tatives of the city Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
and Samaritan Village, the 
organization that adminis-
ters the shelter, listened.

There was room for 
only 150 people inside an au-
ditorium at the Elks Lodge, 
at 82-20 Queens Blvd., so 
several hundred protesters 
stood outside chanting and 
banging pots loud enough 
to be heard inside and at 
the hotel, just two blocks 
away.

“It is our intention to 
work closely with you,” Sa-
maritan Village Executive 
Vice President and CEO 

Douglas Apple said. “We 
are not here to add prob-
lems and create issues.”

He admitted that the 
families were moved in 
June 6 without proper no-
tification to Community 

Board 4 and elected offi-
cials, but pledged to set up 
a community advisement 
board as well as a telephone 
hotline.

Apple said the num-
ber of families in the Pan 

American Hotel is now 
90, triple the number that 
moved in three weeks ago, 
and that they are receiving 
high-quality services with 
case managers.

“Our role is to help 

people move from tempo-
rary homes to permanent 
ones as quickly as possi-
ble,” he said.

Lorraine Stephens, 
assistant executive direc-
tor of DHS, explained that 
54,000 homeless, 23,000 of 
them children, are cur-
rently in shelters. “It is a 
citywide crisis,” she said. 
“What’s causing it we’re 
not sure, but we have the 
right to shelter.”

And according to Lisa 
Black, the DHS director of 
government relations, the 
homeless will continue to 
be at the Pan American 
Hotel.

“Until we can create 
additional capacity else-
where in the system, we 
will utilize the building 
we’re currently in,” she 
said.

Bill Kregler, the bor-
ough president representa-
tive for Community Educa-
tion Council 24, which he 
called the most overcrowd-
ed school district in the 

city, kicked off the public 
comments portion of the 
evening.

“You were misled and 
lied to by public officials,” 
he said angrily as the au-
dience applauded. “People 
lied to this community and 
I call on [City Councilman] 
Danny Dromm to call for 
public hearings and after 
that we’re going to need 
some pink slips!”

Kregler stormed out of 
the meeting to cheers from 
the protesters outside the 
hall.

One after another, res-
idents pounded home accu-
sations that male residents 
of the hotel could be seen 
wandering through the 
neighborhoods checking 
out doors and windows.

“Our crime rate is 
already going up,” said a 
member of COMET, the civ-
ic association that staged 
last week’s protest at the 
hotel that drew more than a 
thousand people.

Angry protesters rally against a homeless shelter at the Pan American Hotel in Elmhurst. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Elmhurst gets angrier over Pan Am homeless
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MAURICE SUPPLIES LLC.
60-44 Maurice Avenue, Maspeth, NY 11378

CALL:  VISIT: www.mauricesupplies.com

The colors
will not fade.

Charles H. Gamarekian
Founder/Chairman/CEO

BACKYARD PATIOS & OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS  PAVINGSTONES  WALL SYSTEMS

With ArmorTec®

the color of the pavers
WILL NOT FADE
Both pavingstones shown above were installed in residential
driveways in 2006 (Photos taken in January 2010).

Plan your total patio makeover with Cambridge! 

the pavers look
WORN & FADED*

Without ArmorTec®

STOP IN FOR YOUR FREE 108 PAGE CAMBRIDGE OUTDOOR LIVING ROOM GUIDE
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Family and friends of 
a teenage couple killed in a 
car accident last year gath-
ered in Jamaica Estates 
last weekend to remember 
their loved ones as the one-
year anniversary of the 
crash approached.

Relatives of Anil Per-
saud and Meera “Jestina” 
Dukharan held a ceremony 
at a family home to memo-
rialize the teen husband 
and wife, who died June 
29, 2013, after both were 
ejected from the back seat 
of a car that crashed into 
a guard rail on the Grand 
Central Parkway.

The couple left behind 
their young daughter, who 
was 14 months old at the 
time of the crash and re-
cently turned 2, to be raised 
by their parents.

The couple’s friend, 
Madosh Hansraj, now 21, 
was charged with man-
slaughter, assault, crimi-
nally negligent homicide 
and driving under the in-
fluence after an investiga-
tion found he was driving 
the car at 119 mph with a 
blood alcohol level at 0.72 at 
the time of the crash, police 
said after the accident.

As loved ones filed 
into the home on 164th 
Place last Saturday, Per-
saud’s mother, Bibi, held 
her granddaughter, Meya, 
who spends half her time 
with the Persauds and the 
other half with her mater-
nal grandparents.

“She’s all we have left 
from them,” Bibi said, re-
membering her son and 
daughter-in-law. “We have 
to have some memory of 
them.”

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Just a few months  af-
ter the City Council passed 
a historic reform package 
that included changes to 
the discretionary funding 
process, Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) touted 
a 2015 fiscal year budget 
that included nearly three 
times more funding for his 
Council district than the 
area had seen in the past 
few years.

The $75 billion city 
budget, officially adopted 
June 26 after the Council 
and Mayor Bill de Blasio 
reached an agreement the 
week before, includes an 
allocation of more than $6.7 
million for Vallone’s dis-
trict, which encompasses 
Bayside, Whitestone, Au-
burndale, College Point, 
Malba, Beechhurst, Mur-
ray Hill and parts of Little 
Neck and Douglaston north 
of the Long Island Express-
way.

The money given to 
District 19 in this year’s 
budget is more than three 
times the funding it re-
ceived last year — about 
$2.2 million — under for-
mer Councilman Dan Hal-
loran.

“As promised, work-
ing hand in hand with 
my fellow elected officials 
helped to ensure that our 
district finally received 
its fair share of funding,” 
Vallone said in a statement 

released after the budget 
was approved. “The fiscal 
budget for 2015 includes 
critical new initiatives that 
will improve the lives of all 
New Yorkers and is a clear 
victory for our communi-
ties.”

Vallone was one of the 
major advocates for reform-
ing how the Council dis-
tributed funding, a process 
for which former Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 

was often criticized for 
handing out money based 
on a system of rewards and 
punishments.

Vallone’s territory had 
been toward the bottom of 
the 51 districts for several 
years, dating back to when 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) was in office as 
the District 19 councilman 
from 2002-09. Avella re-
ceived $2 million in capital 
funding in 2009, ranking 

50th out of the 51 Council 
districts, and was given 
only $43,000 more in 2010, 
moving him up one spot to 
49th.

District 19 also came 
in at the bottom of the list 
for discretionary funding 
in 2009 under Avella, re-
ceiving about $447,000, and 
moved up to 47th the follow-
ing year with $482,000.

Chitranjan Persaud and his wife, Bibi, hold their granddaughter, 
Meya. Photo by Christina Santucci

City Councilman Paul Vallone (r.) secured $6.7 million for his district in the 2015 fiscal year, more than 
three times what the area got last year.

Teen couple honored 
one year after deaths

City dollars fl ow to NE Qns
Funding for Vallone’s district triples after Council passes rules reform

www.Timesledger.com
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 
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www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The city has sought to 
quiet activists upset about 
its plans to decommission 
the Ridgewood Reservoir 
dams by citing new, cum-
bersome regulations it 
would need to comply with 
before an August deadline.

But the city Parks De-
partment’s plan to sidestep 
dam upkeep protocols is 
not expected to meet that 
goal for at least a year and 
a half.

Alon Dominitz, the 
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation’s 
chief of dam safety, said the 
Ridgewood Reservoir, cur-
rently classified as three 
small, high-hazard dams, 
must have an engineering 
assessment issued on it by 
August, under state guide-
lines.

The Parks Department 

seeks to put a project out 
to bid shortly that would 
puncture three basins in 
the reservoir by building 
channels to carry water be-
tweem them, which would 
disqualify the reservoir ba-
sins as dams.

The DEC defines a 
dam as any artificial bar-
rier, including an earthen 
one, that impounds or may 
impound water. Once con-
tractors begin, the Parks’ 
project  is expected to take 
at least 18 months, depart-
ment officials said.

In the interim, the res-
ervoir will remain dams  in 
the state’s eyes.

Dominitz said the DEC 
has a less punitive enforce-
ment path at its disposal for 
dam owners who diligently 
work with the state to ad-
dress out-of-compliance 
dams.

BY BILL PARRY

A 6-year-old kinder-
garten student at PS 228 in 
Jackson Heights will need 
many months to recover 
from injuries sustained 
when she and her mother 
were struck by a vehicle 
while crossing Northern 
Boulevard at 92nd Street 
one morning last week.

Chunli Mendoza 
needed surgery for a frac-
tured pelvis and remains 
at Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter, according to her father 
Bruce. Her mother suffered 
a fractured left foot in the 
June 24 collision.

The two were struck by 
a pickup truck driven by an 
off-duty police officer from 
the 115th Precinct who was 
leaving the station house 
around 8:30 a.m. The officer 
stayed on the scene and was 
not issued any summonses, 
according to the NYPD. 

Deputy Inspector Mi-
chael Cody, commanding 
officer at the station house, 
called it “an accident with 
no criminality or disci-
pline noted,” adding “we 
hope the young lady makes 
a complete recovery.”

The officer is “pret-
ty torn up about this,” a 
source said.

“My daughter is still 
in the hospital trying to 
recover,” Bruce Mendoza 
said. “It’s going to take a 
long time, but we’ll have to 
take it one step at a time.”

Maria Jose Penaher-

rera was dropping off her 
daughter at PS 228 when 
she witnessed the collision.

“I saw the little girl 
and her mother on the 
ground,” she said. “I found 
out later at a PTA meeting 
that it was a police officer 
behind the wheel. We need 
a crossing guard at that 
intersection, that’s some-
thing we’ve been request-
ing for three years. That 
school is for pre-K through 
second-grade. That’s a lot of 
babies and mommies with 
strollers there.”

Make Queens Safer, 
the traffic safety advocacy 
group, held a rally at the 
school’s playground last 
Thursday.

“We are relieved that 
this crash did not end in 
another Northern Boule-

vard child death, as we con-
tinue to grieve the deaths 
of Miguel Torres, Noshat 
Nahain and Jahir Figueroa 
all killed crossing North-
ern Boulevard,” co-founder 
Laura Newman said. “As a 
parent, I must find a way 
to answer my 9-year-old’s 
question: ‘I thought we 
have Vision Zero and 25 
mph now. Why are kids still 
getting hit?’ Our communi-
ty demands safety enforce-
ment officers on Northern 
Boulevard at the crossing 
for PS 228.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), who 
represents the district, pro-
posed the Crossing Guard 
Safety Act that was passed 
in Albany last week.

“The number of chil-
dren we’re seeing injured 

and killed on our streets by 
motorists demands that we 
move as quickly as possible 
to fill the 200 school cross-
ing guard vacancies that 
exist around the city,” Per-
alta said. “I am hopeful that 
if signed by the governor, 
my Crossing Guard Safety 
Act will help in recruiting 
the guards needed to fill 
the vacancies and address 
emerging needs.”

The bill was intro-
duced in 2012 and it would 
make intentional assault of 
a crossing guard a second-
degree assault punishable 
by up to seven years in jail, 
the same protection offered 
to paramedics, nurses and 
emergency room person-
nel.

Some birders and park patrons want to turn the Ridgewood 
Reservoir into mapped wetlands.

A kindergartner at PS 228 was hit by a vehicle driven by an off-duty policeman from the 115th Precinct 
in Jackson Heights. Photo by Bill Parry

Ridgewood Reservoir
culvert plan draws ire  

Schoolgirl hit on Northern
Kindergartner, her mother both struck by off-duty cop’s pickup

www.Timesledger.com
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de Blasio and the City 
Council’s decision to stop 
funding the ferry later this 
year.

The $75 billion budget 
for next year includes $2 
million to keep the ferry 
running until October, but 
no money was allocated to 
continue service after that.

Although several 
elected officials said they 
were dismayed by the dis-
continuance, all but one 
of Queens’ City Council 
members voted in favor of 
the budget, including City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park). Councilman 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) 
was the sole legislator to 
abstain from voting on the 
fiscal plan.

Under Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s direction, the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. put out a request for 
proposals in February to 
operate the Rockaway ferry 
route for five years. But 
the EDC has not outlined 
its time line for selecting a 
proposal and inking a con-
tract, which means boats 
are currently slated to be 
docked indefinitely this Oc-
tober.

“It’s unfair,” said 
Catherine O’Connor, a 10-
year resident of Rockaway 
Beach who said the ferry is 
necessary for many people 
to get to work in Manhattan 
every day. “We’re taxpay-
ers out here, too, and this is 
an important thing for our 
economy, our stores, our 
restaurants. Aren’t we en-

titled to any benefits?”
John Cori, a member 

of Friends of Rockaway 
Beach who has lived in the 
neighborhood his entire 50-
year life, said it costs about 
$5 million to run the ferry 
for one year, some of which 
is paid for by the $3.50 cost 
to ride the boat.

He said the neighbor-
hoods that make up the 
community of the Rock-
aways have embraced the 
ferry, which was instituted 
after Superstorm Sandy 
hit the area in 2012 and 
maintained after A train 
repairs because of high de-
mand. Cori said the ferry 
has become a major effect 
on things such as business 
and property values.

“It’s this amazing 
thing that we’re now being 

shafted on, like everything 
else,” Cori said. “Five mil-
lion dollars is a drop in the 
bucket compared to the $75 
billion budget. The ferry is 
important for spurring eco-
nomic growth here because 
people are more likely to 
commit to moving here if 
there’s transportation.”

Many protesters at 
Saturday’s rally made men-
tion of the fact that the 
Staten Island Ferry serves 
a similar purpose as the 
one in Rockaway and said 
it was unfair to cut funding 
for the one in Queens. The 
rally planned for last week-
end was one way residents 
said they plan to spread the 
word to the rest of the city 
about how important the 
Rockaway Ferry is to their 
community.

because of house parties 
and bars on Merrick Boule-
vard getting very loud.”

Richards said the key 
to harmony is prevention.

“If you see people roll-
ing large speakers into 
houses, call 311 and file a 
complaint,” the legislator 
said. “We want people to 
have a good time, of course, 
but you have to respect 
your neighbor.”

Richards pointed out 
that last summer the 105th 

Precinct assigned offi-
cers to the task force, “and 
there were less noise com-
plaints.”

He also claimed that 
police had sent out letters 
to residents who got noise 
summonses last year alert-
ing them that “there will 
be zero tolerance when it 
comes to loud noise.”

Besides a quality-of-
life issue, the task force was 
put together in response to 
the violence that erupted at 
some house parties back in 
2010. That summer out-of-
control house celebrations 
claimed the lives of three 
young people in three sepa-

rate incidents.
The legislator also re-

minded neighbors that if 
they organize a house party 
through social media, like 
Facebook, “they should be 
mindful that they are liable 
for stuff that goes on there, 
like shootings and under-
age drinking.”

Richards said noise 
is the No. 1 complaint city-
wide at the 311 hotline.

“New York City is the 
city that never sleeps,” 
Richards said, “but that 
does not mean that people 
don’t deserve to be able to 
sleep.”

Continued from Page 1 

Noise

Continued from Page 1 

Ferry

Sandra C. Schuck holds up a sign calling for the continuance of the 
Rockaway ferry. Photo by Christina Santucci

NEW CONSTRUCTION  
2 & 3 BEDROOM CONDOS

Ultra contemporary layouts 
Parking and storage  

Terraces and vaulted ceilings 
Modern appliance package included

STARTING AT $379,000
Low common charges and tax abatement

546 East 87th Street, Brooklyn  
(Foster & Farragut Ave)

87LOFT

COLDWELL BANKER LABARCA
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who was chairwoman of 
the City Council Land Use 
Committee when the proj-
ect was first proposed. “We 
want to make sure — and 
investors like this are mak-
ing sure — that you never 
have to go over a bridge or 
under a tunnel to get a job. 
You can do that right here 
in our borough.”

A task force was re-
cently set up by Katz to 
create a dialogue between 
developers and merchants 
in downtown Flushing who 
have concerns over how the 
construction might affect 

their business.
“I will continue ad-

dressing any concerns that 
my constituents may have 
related to the development 
of this site,” Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) said 
at the ceremony. “We will 
take care of those issues as 
they come along.”

The project will be 
constructed in two phases, 
partly due to funding, but 
also to minimize disrup-
tion for residents who park 
there and at adjacent busi-
nesses.

A section of the mu-
nicipal lot will be open dur-
ing the first phase, while 
an underground garage 
is built. The first phase, 

Continued from Page 1 

Commons
Thomas Galante’s con-
tract.

If approved, the draft 
resolution would have giv-
en Galante almost $800,000 
 to remain at the library for 
the next 18 months , accord-
ing to Borough President 
Melinda Katz, who blasted 
the board for considering 
“to pass yet another bad 
resolution.”

The board, however, 
canceled the meeting after 
details of the amendment 
were made public and a 
group of seven board mem-
bers penned a letter saying 
they would not renegotiate 
Galante’s contract while 
he was under investiga-
tion. 

“Given the serious 
and extensive matters in-
volving Mr. Galante that 
are still pending, the un-
dersigned trustees believe 
it in the best interests of 
Queens Public Library and 
the people of Queens that 
any and all contract nego-
tiations with him be sus-

pended until all issues are 
settled,” the letter said.

The group of seven 
cited an investigation by 
the U.S. attorney into Gal-
ante concerning allega-
tions of fiscal mismanage-
ment as one of the reasons 
they could not consider the 
resolution. The city De-
partment of Investigation 
and the FBI have also been 
conducting probes into the 
library.

A spokeswoman for 
the library confirmed the 
meeting was about a per-
sonnel matter concerning 
Galante’s contract.

Gabriel Taussig, 
chairman of the board of 
trustees, released a state-
ment saying the meeting 
was simply to consider a 
proposal.

“A confidential draft 
of a proposed agreement 
was provided to the mem-
bers of the board as the 
first step in an effort to 
begin a conversation on 
the conditions of a possible 
transition of leadership at 
the library,” Taussig said. 
“It is disturbing that there 
appear to be members 
of the board who believe 
that it is acceptable for 

them to attempt to achieve 
their goals by disclosing 
information they know to 
be confidential and thus 
breaching one of their 
fundamental fiduciary re-
sponsibilities as trustees.”

The board has met 
increasing criticism after 
it failed to oust or suspend 
Galante following allega-
tions of fiscal misman-
agement of the nonprofit, 
which receives a large 
chunk of public funds, 
and revelations he made a 
$392,000 salary in addition 
to outside income.

Board members then 
voted to refuse full access 
of its books to city Comp-
troller Scott Stringer for 
an audit.

“I am getting tired of 
calling the behavior of this 
board ‘an outrage,’” Katz 
said in a statement after 
she learned about the spe-
cial meeting.

Katz requested the 
board cancel the special 
meeting and threatened to 
remove any “trustees who 
are not fulfilling their fi-
duciary responsibilities.”

Continued from Page 1 

Galante

Police Commissioner Bill Bratton (l.) is introduced by Rev. Floyd 
Flake. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Construction has officially started on the site in downtown 
Flushing. Photo by Alex Robinson

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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