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Fireworks illuminate the night sky alongside the Hellgate Bridge in Astoria. An estimated 10,000 people came out to 
see the annual Grucci display presented by the Central Astoria Local Development Coalition. See more photos on 
Page 36. Photo by Steven Malecki
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed a 
bill into law to reform the Queens 
Library board of trustees last 
week, thwarting a last-minute at-
tempt by several members of the 
nonprofit’s board to squeeze in a 
special meeting to amend embat-
tled President Thomas Galante’s 
contract.

If approved, the draft reso-
lution would have given Galante 
almost $800,000  to remain at the 
library for the next 18 months , 
according to Borough President 
Melinda Katz, who blasted the 
board for considering “to pass yet 
another bad resolution.”

The board, however, can-
celed the meeting after details of 
the amendment were made public 
and a group of seven board mem-
bers penned a letter saying they 
would not renegotiate Galante’s 
contract while he was under in-
vestigation. 

“Given the serious and ex-
tensive matters involving Mr. 
Galante that are still pending, 
the undersigned trustees believe 
it in the best interests of Queens 
Public Library and the people of 
Queens that any and all contract 
negotiations with him be suspend-
ed until all issues are settled,” the 
letter said.

The group of seven cited an 
investigation by the U.S. attorney 
into Galante concerning allega-

BY BILL PARRY

The anger and fear that has 
gripped Elmhurst since the city 
turned the Pan American Hotel 
into a shelter for homeless fami-
lies was on full display at a hast-
ily convened town hall meeting 
Monday evening.

Dozens of residents ripped 
into government agencies while 
representatives of the city Depart-
ment of Homeless Services and 
Samaritan Village, the organiza-
tion that administers the shelter, 
listened.

There was room for only 150 
people inside an auditorium at 
the Elks Lodge, at 82-20 Queens 
Blvd., so several hundred protest-
ers stood outside chanting and 
banging pots loud enough to be 
heard inside and at the hotel, just 
two blocks away.

“It is our intention to work 
closely with you,” Samaritan Vil-
lage Executive Vice President and 
CEO Douglas Apple said. “We are 
not here to add problems and cre-
ate issues.”

He admitted that the fami-
lies were moved in June 6 without 
proper notification to Commu-
nity Board 4 and elected officials, 
but pledged to set up a communi-
ty advisement board as well as a 
telephone hotline.

Apple said the number of 
families in the Pan American 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The city has sought to 
quiet activists upset about 
its plans to decommission 
the Ridgewood Reservoir 
dams by citing new, cum-
bersome regulations it 
would need to comply with 
before an August deadline.

But the city Parks De-
partment’s plan to sidestep 
dam upkeep protocols is 
not expected to meet that 
goal for at least a year and 
a half.

Alon Dominitz, the 
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation’s 
chief of dam safety, said the 
Ridgewood Reservoir, cur-
rently classified as three 
small, high-hazard dams, 
must have an engineering 
assessment issued on it by 
August, under state guide-
lines.

The Parks Department 
seeks to put a project out 
to bid shortly that would 
puncture three basins in 
the reservoir by building 

channels to carry water be-
tweem them, which would 
disqualify the reservoir ba-
sins as dams.

The DEC defines a 
dam as any artificial bar-
rier, including an earthen 
one, that impounds or may 
impound water. Once con-
tractors begin, the Parks’ 
project  is expected to take 
at least 18 months, depart-
ment officials said.

In the interim, the res-
ervoir will remain dams  in 
the state’s eyes.

Dominitz said the DEC 
has a less punitive enforce-
ment path at its disposal for 
dam owners who diligently 
work with the state to ad-
dress out-of-compliance 
dams.

Neither the DEC or 
Parks responded to inqui-
ries about what repercus-
sions the city may face if 
the Ridgewood Reservoir 
violates dam regulations.

But bird watchers and 
park patrons had plenty to 
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A 6-year-old kinder-

garten student at PS 228 in 
Jackson Heights will need 
many months to recover 
from injuries sustained 
when she and her mother 
were struck by a vehicle 
while crossing Northern 
Boulevard at 92nd Street 
one morning last week.

Chunli Mendoza 
needed surgery for a frac-
tured pelvis and remains 
at Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter, according to her father 
Bruce. Her mother suffered 
a fractured left foot in the 
June 24 collision.

The two were struck by 
a pickup truck driven by an 
off-duty police officer from 
the 115th Precinct who was 
leaving the station house 
around 8:30 a.m. The officer 
stayed on the scene and was 
not issued any summonses, 
according to the NYPD. 

Deputy Inspector Mi-
chael Cody, commanding 
officer at the station house, 
called it “an accident with 
no criminality or disci-
pline noted,” adding “we 
hope the young lady makes 
a complete recovery.”

The officer is “pret-
ty torn up about this,” a 
source said.

“My daughter is still 
in the hospital trying to 
recover,” Bruce Mendoza 
said. “It’s going to take a 
long time, but we’ll have to 
take it one step at a time.”

Maria Jose Penaher-
rera was dropping off her 
daughter at PS 228 when 
she witnessed the collision.

“I saw the little girl 
and her mother on the 
ground,” she said. “I found 
out later at a PTA meeting 
that it was a police officer 
behind the wheel. We need 
a crossing guard at that 
intersection, that’s some-
thing we’ve been request-
ing for three years. That 
school is for pre-K through 
second-grade. That’s a lot of 
babies and mommies with 
strollers there.”

Make Queens Safer, 
the traffic safety advocacy 
group, held a rally at the 
school’s playground last 
Thursday.

“We are relieved that 
this crash did not end in 
another Northern Boule-
vard child death, as we con-
tinue to grieve the deaths 
of Miguel Torres, Noshat 
Nahain and Jahir Figueroa 
all killed crossing North-
ern Boulevard,” co-founder 

Laura Newman said. “As a 
parent, I must find a way 
to answer my 9-year-old’s 
question: ‘I thought we 
have Vision Zero and 25 
mph now. Why are kids still 
getting hit?’ Our communi-
ty demands safety enforce-
ment officers on Northern 
Boulevard at the crossing 
for PS 228.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), who 
represents the district, pro-
posed the Crossing Guard 
Safety Act that was passed 
in Albany last week.

“The number of chil-
dren we’re seeing injured 
and killed on our streets by 
motorists demands that we 
move as quickly as possible 
to fill the 200 school cross-
ing guard vacancies that 
exist around the city,” Per-
alta said. “I am hopeful that 
if signed by the governor, 
my Crossing Guard Safety 

Act will help in recruiting 
the guards needed to fill 
the vacancies and address 
emerging needs.”

The bill was intro-
duced in 2012 and it would 
make intentional assault of 
a crossing guard a second-
degree assault punishable 
by up to seven years in jail, 
the same protection offered 
to paramedics, nurses and 
emergency room person-
nel.

“There is simply no 
substitute for the direct, 
hands-on traffic control 
and help that a crossing 
guard provides to children 
on their way to and from 
school,” Peralta said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Some birders and park patrons want to turn the Ridgewood 
Reservoir into mapped wetlands.

A kindergartner at PS 228 was hit by a vehicle driven by an off-duty policeman from the 115th Precinct 
in Jackson Heights. Photo by Bill Parry

Ridgewood Reservoir
culvert plan draws ire  

Schoolgirl hit on Northern
Kindergartner, her mother both struck by off-duty cop’s pickup

Continued on Page 45
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BY JUAN SOTO

They were all alive 
when World War I broke 
out, and on Friday they 
were all together celebrat-
ing their birthdays.

None was younger 
than 100.

They were the 13 
residents from the Chapin 
Home for the Aging at the 
center of the centennial 
celebration held at the Ja-
maica Hills nursing home 
June 27.

Only one of them was 
missing: Nettie Rosevelle, 
100.

“This morning she 
said that she was not com-
ing down because she 
didn’t feel like a party,” 
Kathleen Ferrara, director 
of recreation at the nursing 
home, said.

They are all mem-
bers of the Chapin Home 
Century Club, and during 

Friday’s celebration the 
birthday kids, family and 
friends enjoyed an after-
noon of music, speeches 
and cake, lots of cake.

The formal cake pre-
sentation was made as the 
St. Gregory’s Theater Group 
Chorus and Frank Sanchez 
at the piano performed “Get 
Happy,” famously sung by 
Judy Garland in the 1950 
movie “Summer Stock.”

All of the celebrants, 
they said, are happy at 
Chapin, but the oldest one, 
Mildred Gent, confessed 
that she would “rather be 
home.”

Gent’s niece, Patty Re-
imerders, understands her 
aunt’s desires, but at the 
nursing home “she is safe 
and taken care of.”

Gent, a former book-
keeper from Flushing, is 
107. She only needs to take 
one pill a day to control her 
blood pressure.

“She is very indepen-
dent,” added Reimerders. 
“She eats and does a lot of 
things by herself.”

But at 107, Gent realiz-
es that she cannot be home 
on her own.

“They treat me very 
well here,” she said.

Esther Vega, 102, was 

sitting not far from Mildred 
Gent at the ground floor 
hall of the Chapin Home for 
the Aging, at 165-01 Chapin 
Parkway in Jamaica.

“I am enjoying every 
minute of this,” said Vega, 
who came to New York 
from Puerto Rico when she 
was 14. “This is just won-

derful.”
And Ivo Cendrecourt 

was proudly holding a di-
ploma sent from the White 
House congratulating him 
on his 100th birthday. He 
was proud of the document 
signed by President Barack 
and Michelle Obama.

Marjorie Barrow, 100; 
Margaret Maschid, 100; 
Mary Nuccio, 100; James 
Kee, 101; Annette Funghi-
ni, 102; Albina Rizzo, 102; 
Georgina Schilizzi, 103; 
Mattie Woolfolk, 103; and 
Katie Santangelo, 104, were 
all there with their fami-
lies.

And they all hope the 
centennial club grows. Ir-
win Feigin will turn 100 in 
May.

The celebration start-
ed with a prayer by George 
Stack, president of the resi-
dent council.

“I am only 78, but this 
is a wonderful place,” he 

said.
Elected officials who 

represent the area did not 
want to miss the historic 
celebration.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows) and City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest), showed 
up at the centennial party.

The three of them told 
the birthday celebrants 
that they all played “funda-
mental” roles in the devel-
opment of the country and 
New York City.

And with so many peo-
ple reaching the century-
old mark, Weprin, 58, said, 
“Please, save room for me 
here in 42 years.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260-4564.

Esther Vega, 102, celebrates her birthday with family members and 
residents at Chapin Home for the Aging. Photo by Juan Soto

They blew out 1,324 candles for historic birthday bash 
A total of 13 centenarians at Chapin Home for the Aging celebrate a party fi t for a fi re mashal

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Safe 
Fourth of July!

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

District Offices:

Wishing everyone 
a happy and safe 4th of July 

as we proudly celebrate and cherish 
our independence.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414
(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Residents gathered in 
Rockaway Beach last week-
end to protest the city’s 
decision to eliminate fund-
ing for the Rockaway Ferry 
in the 2015 budget and to 
urge citizens and elected 
officials to fight to save the 
service.

A group of about 15 
people held signs read-
ing “Keep the Rockaway 
Ferry” as they stood on the 
corner of Beach 90 Street 
and Shore Front Parkway 
Saturday morning, sending 
their message to drivers 
passing in their cars and 
beach-goers making their 
way down to the water.

The group could also be 
heard from several blocks 
away chanting phrases 
such as “Rockaway Ferry 
forever” as they expressed 
concerns over Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and the City 
Council’s decision to stop 
funding the ferry later this 

year.
The $75 billion budget 

for next year includes $2 
million to keep the ferry 
running until October, but 
no money was allocated to 
continue service after that.

Although several 
elected officials said they 
were dismayed by the dis-
continuance, all but one 
of Queens’ City Council 
members voted in favor of 
the budget, including City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park). Councilman 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) 
was the sole legislator to 
abstain from voting on the 
fiscal plan.

Under Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s direction, the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. put out a request for 
proposals in February to 
operate the Rockaway ferry 
route for five years. But 
the EDC has not outlined 
its time line for selecting a 
proposal and inking a con-
tract, which means boats 

are currently slated to be 
docked indefinitely this Oc-
tober.

“It’s unfair,” said 
Catherine O’Connor, a 10-
year resident of Rockaway 

Beach who said the ferry is 
necessary for many people 
to get to work in Manhattan 
every day. “We’re taxpay-
ers out here, too, and this is 
an important thing for our 

economy, our stores, our 
restaurants. Aren’t we en-
titled to any benefits?”

John Cori, a member 
of Friends of Rockaway 
Beach who has lived in the 

neighborhood his entire 50-
year life, said it costs about 
$5 million to run the ferry 
for one year, some of which 
is paid for by the $3.50 cost 
to ride the boat.

He said the neighbor-
hoods that make up the 
community of the Rock-
aways have embraced the 
ferry, which was instituted 
after Superstorm Sandy 
hit the area in 2012 and 
maintained after A train 
repairs because of high de-
mand. Cori said the ferry 
has become a major effect 
on things such as business 
and property values.

“It’s this amazing 
thing that we’re now being 
shafted on, like everything 
else,” Cori said. “Five mil-
lion dollars is a drop in the 
bucket compared to the $75 
billion budget. The ferry is 
important for spurring eco-
nomic growth here because 
people are more likely to 
commit to moving here if 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

The Queens Village 
Republican Club welcomed 
gubernatorial candidate 
Rob Astorino this week as 
he made an appearance to 
discuss the upcom-
ing election and 
issues currently 
challenging New 
Yorkers across the 
state.

The Repub-
lican and Conservative 
nominee, currently serv-
ing as Westchester County 
executive, spoke briefly at 
the club’s new Glen Oaks 
venue, St. Anne’s Council 
of the Knights of Columbus, 
before taking questions 
from the audience.

As he campaigns 

ahead of the November 
election, Astorino said he 
had so far visited 56 of New 
York’s 62 counties and was 
feeling positive about his 
chances to steal the state’s 
top seat from Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo.
“The ques-

tion I ask ev-
ery single New 
Yorker is, under 
this governor, 
as a state, are we 

winning or are we losing?” 
Astorino asked the crowd, 
including some spectators 
who spilled out onto the 
club’s lawn to watch on a big 
screen. “We need to have an 
answer on Nov. 4.”

Though he has spent 
much of his political career 
in Westchester County, As-

torino said he has strong 
ties to Queens and said the 
borough still holds a place 
close to him. His mother 
was a Queens native who 
grew up in Corona, and As-
torino said the area played 
a large part in shaping him 
into who he is today.

After speaking briefly 
about how his campaign 
has played out so far, the 
candidate took questions 
from the crowd on top-
ics such as education and 
taxes. He said one of his 
priorities if he were elected 
would be to focus on lower-
ing taxes in order to keep 
businesses and residents 
from leaving New York in 
favor of other states with 
better economies.

BY BILL PARRY

The restoration of 
the iconic New York State 
Pavilion is set to begin af-
ter funding of more than 
$4.8 million was allocated 
in the capital budget the 
City Council approved last 
Thursday.

Add another $1 million 
that Borough President 
Melinda Katz earmarked 
for the project and the total 
surpasses $5.8 million for 
an upgrade to the electri-
cal system that may lead 
to a lighting system for the 
structure’s exterior.

“I am thrilled that 
Mayor de Blasio, Speaker 
Mark-Viverito and the City 
Council have recognized 
the importance of taking 

the first step to help ensure 
the New York Pavilion will 
be enjoyed and admired by 
Queens residents and visi-
tors for many more decades 
to come,” Katz said. “Along 
with the Unisphere, the 

New York State Pavilion 
has become a symbol of the 
borough of Queens that re-
minds us of the excitement 
and hopefulness the world 
felt at the beginning of the 
space age.

“The Pavilion keeps 
us connected to that his-
tory while it also serves 
as an icon of Queens that 
is recognized around the 
world. Its preservation will 
aid our efforts to rebrand 
Queens as a top-level tour-
ist destination that we call 
“‘The World’s Borough.’”

In addition to the elec-
trical upgrade, the money 
will be used to rebuild the 
staircases inside the three 
towers and repair the con-
crete platforms supporting 

The New York State Pavilion re-
ceived millions in funding in or-
der to begin a restoration.

Proponents of the Rockaway Ferry, including Philip McManus (c. with flag), rally at Beach 90th Street 
in hopes that the service will be made permanent. Photo by Christina Santucci

Budget windfall sparks   
project to fi x up Pavilion

Gubernatorial candidate Astorino
visits Queens Village GOP club

Rockaway Beach calls on pols to save ferry
Homeowners rally in protest over City Council’s decision to stop funding service after October

Continued on Page 45 Continued on Page 43

Continued on Page 43
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BY JUAN SOTO

New York City is one 
step closer to creating the 
largest municipal identi-
fication program in the 
country.

Last week, the City 
Council approved 43-3 with 
two abstentions a bill that 
allows New Yorkers to have 
a municipal ID regardless 
of their citizen status.

One of the primary 
goals of the New York City 
Identity Card is to provide 
city services for approxi-
mately 500,000 undocu-
mented immigrants living 
throughout the five bor-
oughs.

Senior citizens and 
displaced youth will also 
benefit from the program 
because sometimes they 
cannot provide identifica-
tion to obtain public ser-
vices they need.

The Council expects to 
begin issuing the munici-
pal identifications at the 
start of 2015. The de Bla-
sio administration is still 
working out the details of 
the program.

With these IDs, New 
Yorkers without legal im-
migration status will be 
able to open bank accounts, 
cash checks, get a library 
card or sign a lease. The 
identification will include 
a photo of the cardholder, 
name, date of birth, address 
and expiration date.

To apply for a card, the 
New Yorker will have to 

provide proof of residency, 
such as a utility bill.

“Every New Yorker 
deserves equal access to 
the services and benefits 
our city has to offer,” said 
Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhat-
tan). “This legislation will 
level the playing field and 
expand access to greater 
opportunities to anyone 
who calls New York City 
home.”

Cities like Los Ange-
les and San Francisco have 
already implemented mu-
nicipal identification pro-
grams.

“For many undocu-
mented immigrants, hav-
ing no ID means living in 
the shadows,” state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. 
“For our undocumented 
neighbors, living life with-
out an identification card 
creates enormous barriers 
to accomplishing mundane 
tasks, like opening a bank 
account.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio is 
expected to sign the legisla-
tion into law. He promised 
to create a municipal iden-
tification program during 
last year’s mayoral cam-
paign.

De Blasio set aside $8 
million for the initiative as 
part of the city’s $75 billion 
annual budget. The city 
budget was approved last 
week.

“This will be the 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Fifty years after jazz 
legend Louis Armstrong 
performed at the 1964 
World’s Fair, hundreds of 
people came out to honor 
his memory at the inaugu-
ral Louis Armstrong In-
ternational Music Festival 
Sunday at Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park.

The festival, organized 
by the Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts at Queens Col-
lege, brought a full day of 
events to the park, includ-
ing live music performanc-
es, a photography exhibit 
and a food truck rally.

Throughout the day, 
crowds could be seen gath-
ering to watch musical per-
formances and dancing on 
the grass as they enjoyed 
the day in the sun and 
soaked up the history of a 
Queens icon.

Jeff Rosenstock, as-
sistant vice president for 
external affairs at Queens 
College, said everything 
about the festival was 
meant to honor Armstrong 
and what he stood for.

“His famous saying 

used to be, ‘A note is a note 
in all languages,’” said 
Rosenstock, who produced 
last weekend’s festival. “He 
wanted to break down the 
barriers and that’s our goal 
here: to break barriers.”

Rosenstock said the 

idea for the festival first 
came to him a few years 
ago when he was giving 
a tour through the Louis 
Armstrong Museum in Co-
rona, where the musician 
lived for nearly 30 years 
before his death. He said a 

member of the tour group 
suggested he start a festival 
dedicated to the positive 
changes Armstrong had on 
society by using his music 
as a message for peace.

“We decided it 

BY BILL PARRY

Several hundred air-
port workers rallied for fair 
wages and benefits at La-
Guardia Airport Monday.

Chanting “Contract 
now” and waiving ban-
ners and signs, the workers 
kicked off a 100-day cam-
paign to keep the pressure 
on the airlines for a good 
union contract and eco-
nomic justice.

The workers were 
joined by elected officials, 
clergy and union officials 
all urging the major air-
lines and their subcontrac-
tors to comply with a man-
date from Port Authority 
Executive Director Pat Foy 
to give workers who were 

making less than $9 per 
hour an immediate $1 raise 
with a phase-in to $10.10.

American and Delta 
airlines have complied and 
have begun paying their 
workers the new rate, but 
United and JetBlue have 
refused.

“We are here to tell the 
wealthy airline companies 
and their poverty-wage 
contractors that it is long 
past time for them to start 
paying you a fair wage with 
benefits and a pathway to 
the middle class,” 32BJ 
SEIU President Hector 
Figueroa told the crowd. 
“You work hard and you de-
serve a good union contract 
and the right to make the 
same wages and benefits as 

the people who work direct-
ly for the port. Same work, 
same pay!”

The rally marked the 

official start of the 100 Days 
of Action, a countdown to 
Sept. 30, the deadline for 
the Port Authority’s plan 
for enhanced wages and 
benefits, including health-
care.

U.S. Rep. Charles Ran-
gel (D-Manhattan) spoke at 
the rally fresh off his Demo-
cratic primary victory over 
Adriano Espaillat Wednes-
day night.

“I am here today and I 
will be here until we win,” 
the 84-year-old congress-
man said. “The middle 
class is being squeezed 
out. People can’t afford to 
pay their rent or tuition for 
their children. We cannot 
afford to have the workers 

Airport workers begin the 
next chapter of their cam-
paign for fair wages and 
benefits at LaGuardia. 

Photo courtesy 32BJ SEIU

Jon Faddis performs at the Louis Armstrong International Music Festival June 29 at Flushing 
Meadows. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Commissioner of Immigrant Affairs Nisha Agarwal (l.) testifies 
during the municipal identification program hearing at City Hall. 

Photo William Alatriste/NYC Council  

Airport workers rally for better wages

Satchmo honored at festival
Exhibits pays homage to Corona jazz legend Louis Armstrong

Council approves IDs 
for immigrant NYers

Continued on Page 43

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Diversity Plaza now 

has a dedicated police pres-
ence.

The public square, on 
a stretch of 37th Road be-
tween 73rd and 74th streets 
in Jackson Heights, will 
have two patrol officers 
between the hours of 2 p.m. 
and 6 a.m.

The move was an-
nounced by Deputy Inspec-
tor Michael Cody, of the 
115th Precinct, at Com-
munity Board 3’s monthly 
meeting.

“It’s quality-of-life is-
sues,” Cody said. “We just 
wanted to get a handle on it, 
especially with the warm 
weather coming.”

The commander added 
that the police deployment 
was not a reaction to any 
serious crimes.

“It’s low-level stuff,” 
Cody said. “Drinking in 
public, playing music too 
loudly and other safety is-

sues.”
He added that officers 

would be posted at the plaza 
until further notice.

Diversity Plaza’s big-
gest supporter agreed there 
was a need.

“There have been 
homeless people and some 
with substance abuse prob-
lems in that area for a long 
time, and they didn’t go 
away when we established 
the plaza,” City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “Now when 
people are sitting there and 
enjoying the space, they no-
tice it more. It’s more of a 
public nuisance than crime 
that called for policing.”

Dromm added that 
the NYPD is responding to 
complaints positively and 
that one officer is stationed 
at Broadway and 37th Road 
with a second officer at 
74th Street and Roosevelt 
Avenue.

The precinct com-
mander said that in addi-

tion to the vagrants, loud 
music and other safety is-
sues led to the police pres-
ence. Two NYPD security 
cameras have also been 
added at both ends of the 
Plaza.

The city Department of 
Transportation closed off 
the area to traffic in 2011 
and established Diversity 
Plaza, and it has been in 
a temporary design phase 
ever since. The plaza has 
been used for Muslim Eid 
celebrations, an open-air 
community board meeting 
last year and an art festival 
last week.

“The plaza has helped 
reduce crime in the area be-
cause people use the space,” 
Dromm said. “And before 
we closed it off to traffic 
there were car crashes all 
the time, and now there 
hasn’t been one in nearly 
three years, so people’s 
lives have been saved.”

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Police were still try-
ing to identify a suspect in 
a fatal shooting in Cambria 
Heights last weekend that 
left a Bronx man dead.

The NYPD responded 
to a 911 call just after 10 
p.m. June 28 and found a 
man lying unresponsive in 
the street in front of a home 
on 219th Street near 121st 
Avenue.

The victim, 33-year-old 
Jason Bragg, of the Bronx, 
had been shot in the head 
and was pronounced dead 
at the scene by EMS re-
sponders, police said.

After an initial inves-
tigation, police ruled the 
shooting a homicide the 
next day.

The shooting was part 
of a large wave of violent 

crimes that hit the five bor-
oughs last weekend as 21 
people across the city were 
shot within the two-day 
period, leaving three dead 
and 18 injured — including 
a 10-year-old boy in Brook-
lyn.

Many residents of the 
quiet southeast Queens 
street said they did not hear 

anything during the shoot-
ing, and some still had not 
learned Sunday morning 
that anything had hap-
pened outside their homes.

One homeowner, who 
lives next door to the house 
where the police said the 
murder occurred, said he 
heard a loud pop around 
9:30 p.m. When he went to 
his window a little while 
later, he saw a man later 
identified as Bragg lying in 
the street.

“I saw someone in the 
street dead under a sheet,” 
said the man, who declined 
to give his name.

The homeowner said 
police could be seen outside 
on 219th Street until around 
4 a.m. or 5 a.m. Sunday, and 
the home the shooting hap-
pened in front of was still 

A Bronx man was found fatally 
shot in front of a home on 219th 
Street in Cambria Heights last 
weekend. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Jackson Heights town square
gets cops in time for summer

Bronx man shot to death
on Cambria Heights street

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

STOP PAYING FOR TV
that you should be getting for free!

�rystal �lear �igh �e� nition ��
NO CONTRACT! NO BILLS! NO HASSEL!

212.377.3124
Specializing in residential, commercial

and MATV installations and repairs
www.tennavision.com

$25 OFF
ANY NEW INSTALLATION

With this coupon only. Expires 7/16/14

GET A FRIEND & GET $25
FOR EVERY NEW CUSTOMER YOU SEND US

With this coupon only. Expires 7/16/14

Continued on Page 45
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THURSDAYS | JULY 3, AUGUST 7 & SEPTEMBER 4 
5  9PM: CLASSIC CAR SHOW, CENTER GREEN PARKING

SATURDAY  | JULY 5  
5  9:30PM: KICKOFF TO SUMMER ON THE GREEN, TWO CONCERTS,  

CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT + FIREWORKS

MONDAYS | JULY 7  AUGUST 25 
6  7PM: PRECONCERT FAMILY FUN | 7  9PM: LIVE CONCERTS ON THE GREEN  

DRIVEN BY NISSAN OF QUEENS

TUESDAYS | JULY 8  AUGUST 26 
10  11AM: READING ON THE GREEN WITH QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY

WEDNESDAYS  | JULY 9  AUGUST 27 
7PM: LIVE MUSIC BY LOCAL TALENT | 8:30PM: OUTDOOR MOVIES ON THE GREEN

THURSDAYS | JULY 10  AUGUST 28 
10AM & 11:15AM, 12:30PM & 1:45PM: BRICKS 4 KIDZ, SPONSORED BY JOHNNY ROCKETS  

SPACE IS LIMITED SO YOU MUST REGISTER BY CALLING 7183263300 EXT. 101 BEGINNING 10AM THE PRECEDING FRIDAY

FRIDAYS | JULY 11  AUGUST 29 
5:30PM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC

SATURDAYS | JULY 12  AUGUST 30 
9:30  10:30AM: YOGA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC | 11AM: CHALLENGE ISLAND

SUNDAYS | JULY 13  AUGUST 31 
9:30AM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC 

*Log on to  facebook.com/ShopsatAtlasPark or visit our website ShopAtlasPark.com 
for details, a full events schedule and cancellations due to weather.

8000 COOPER AVENUE AT 80TH STREET | GLENDALE, NY  |  7183263300   

JOIN US FOR A SUMMER LONG SERIES OF FREE EVENTS *
Concerts • Movies  • Family Entertainment & More!

SUMMER ON THE GREEN  
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RESEARCH 

GUIDE

Attention Men

Not feeling like your usual self?
It may be low testosterone —

and you have options.

Tired? Low sex drive? Losing muscle tone?
Maybe even a bit depressed?

I may be more than just age. It could be 
low testosterone. Although millions of men 
suff er from low testosterone, very few know 
they even have it — or that they can do 
something about it.

Low testosterone can easily be diagnosed 
by a simple blood text. Please contact us 
to discuss several potential options for the 
treatment of low testosterone.

Dr. Kaminetsky is a board-certifi ed urologist

Take the Next Step

Is chronic constipation  
a problem for you?
Are you experiencing less than  
3 bowel movements per week?
Consider joining a research study for individuals with chronic constipation. If you’re aged 

18-80 and experiencing less than 3 bowel movements a week, you may qualify. If you 

qualify, study exams and investigational drug will be provided to you at no cost. There 

may be compensation for your travel.

Call Manhattan Medical Research to learn more! 
917-409-3931 or ltisdale@manhattanmedicalresearch.com

Advertise your Clinical Studies in New York’s 
largest group of community newspapers.

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice: 718-260-4537

QUEENS VILLAGE - A 31-year-old mo-
torcyclist was killed Sunday night when her 
bike was struck by a Nissan Maxima at the 
intersection between Jamaica Avenue and 
Springfield Gardens in Queens Village, po-
lice said.

The accident occurred at 10:22 p.m. when 
the victim was traveling on her 2002 Suzuki 
GSXR bike and was hit by the 22-year-old 
driver of the Maxima, who remained at the 
scene of the accident, authorities said. 

The woman sustained severe trauma 
to the head and was taken to Long Island 
Jewish Hospital, where she was pronounced 
dead.

The victim was a member of the Square 
Biz motorcycle club. She had been riding a 
bike for seven years. 

Hundreds of candles were placed at the 
site of accident at a makeshift memorial for 
her.

A man who identified himself as Roben-
son said that the victim was trapped un-
derneath the car. Several men at the scene 
helped to pull the car off her.   

The police were investigating the fatal 
accident.

FOREST HILLS — A fire broke out on 
the terrace of the West Side Tennis Club 
early Tuesday morning, which shattered 
a few windows and resulted in some water 
damage in the clubhouse, according to the 
club’s president, Roland Meier.

“We were very lucky, outright lucky,” 
Meier said. “If someone hadn’t been walk-
ing the dog at 1:30 a.m. and seen the fire 
and if we hadn’t just installed fire-resis-
tant material on the patio, this would have 
gone up in flames.”

The Fire Department said it received 
a call at 1:15 a.m. about flames at 1 Tennis 
Place, where the club is located in Forest 
Hills.

Close to 60 firefighters were dis-
patched to the patio at 1:19 a.m. and had the 
blaze under control by 1:59 a.m., the depart-
ment said.

Nobody was injured.
Meier said the fire was mostly con-

fined to a terrace connected with the club-
house, but there were a few broken win-
dows and water damage from sprinklers 

triggered inside the building.
He said the patio would likely be off 

limits for a while and food service could be 
affected for a few days as the damage is as-
sessed.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Motorcyclist dies after Queens Village accident

West Side Tennis Club recovers from small fire

Police say a suspect shot at an NYPD 
sergeant and officer in Elmhurst. 

Image courtesy NYPD

Firefighters responded to flames on the West 
Side Tennis Club’s patio early Tuesday morning, 
the club and FDNY said.
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Family and friends of 
a teenage couple killed in a 
car accident last year gath-
ered in Jamaica Estates last 
weekend to remember their 
loved ones as the one-year 
anniversary of the crash 
approached.

Relatives of Anil Per-
saud and Meera “Jestina” 
Dukharan held a ceremony 
at a family home to memo-
rialize the teen husband 
and wife, who died June 
29, 2013, after both were 
ejected from the back seat 
of a car that crashed into 
a guard rail on the Grand 
Central Parkway.

The couple left behind 
their young daughter, who 
was 14 months old at the 
time of the crash and re-
cently turned 2, to be raised 
by their parents.

The couple’s friend, 
Madosh Hansraj, now 21, 
was charged with man-
slaughter, assault, crimi-
nally negligent homicide 
and driving under the in-
fluence after an investiga-
tion found he was driving 
the car at 119 mph with a 
blood alcohol level at 0.72 at 
the time of the crash, police 
said after the accident.

As loved ones filed into 
the home on 164th Place last 
Saturday, Persaud’s mother, 
Bibi, held her granddaugh-
ter, Meya, who spends half 
her time with the Persauds 
and the other half with her 
maternal grandparents.

“She’s all we have left 
from them,” Bibi said, re-

membering her son and 
daughter-in-law. “We have 
to have some memory of 
them.”

Bibi said she had been 
planning to hold a memori-
al service on the anniversa-
ry of the crash for a while, 
saying she knew she had to 
do something to allow Anil 
and Jestina’s family and 
friends to come together 
and remember them on 
what would be an emotion-
al day for anyone who knew 
the young parents.

She said she expected 
about 150 people to at-
tend the Saturday service, 
during which the family 
planned to send prayers to 
their late relatives and to 
come together and remem-
ber the good times they 
shared with them.

“Anil was a fine young 
man, my last son,” said his 
father, Chitranjan Persaud. 
“I remember the last day I 
saw him, the 28th of June. 
It was a Friday and I was 
dropping him off to work.”

In the backyard of the 
Persauds’ home, the family 
set up rows of chairs lead-
ing up to a table where pho-
tographs of Anil and Jes-
tina sat behind a stack of 
prayer cards made in honor 
of the two. Bibi said she of-
ten shows Meya pictures of 
her mother and father and 
tells her good things about 
them, but the toddler does 
not know that her parents 
are no longer with her.

“She knows her par-
ents, but she doesn’t know 

BY JUAN SOTO

Universal legal repre-
sentation is on the way for 
more than 1,000 indigent 
immigrants facing depor-
tation.

The City Council ear-
marked $4.9 million out 
of the $75 billion 2015 bud-
get to provide a lawyer for 
foreign-born New Yorkers 
in immigration court pro-
ceedings.

The New York Immi-
grant Family Unity Proj-
ect will make New York 
the first jurisdiction in the 
nation to have a public de-
fender system for poor im-
migrants that are facing 
deportation hearings in 
New York and New Jersey 
immigration courts.

The initiative started 
last year as a pilot pro-
gram with a $500,000 al-
location from the Council. 
It provided lawyers for 190 
clients. According to advo-
cates, 27 percent of those 
clients have been released 
from detention, compared 
to only 5 percent of the de-

tainees who face the court 
hearings without legal rep-
resentation.

Most cases are still 
pending, but at least seven 
defendants have won their 
cases and remain in the 
United States. On the other 
hand, others were deported 
because they had no legal 
right to stay in the country.

The pilot program 
“has shown that without 
the lawyers provided by the 
project, many indigent im-
migrants would have been 
deported, despite having a 
legal right to remain law-
fully in the United States,” 
said Oren Root, director at 
the Vera Institute of Jus-
tice, one of the institutions 
coordinating the program.

Unlike criminal 

courts, defendants in immi-
gration courts do not have 
the right to have an attor-
ney. Advocates pointed out 
that immigration is com-
plex, so immigrants with-
out representation have 
difficulty trying to build a 
case in their favor.

The program “has 
ensured that many of its 
clients were released from 
detention while contesting 
their cases,” added Root.

Other cities across 
the nation, such as Los 
Angeles and Chicago, are 
studying the possibility of 
implementing this kind of 
program.

“Not only will this 
project go far in helping 
hundreds of immigrant 
New Yorkers gain access to 

legal representation, said 
Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst), 
“but it will also create a 
network of support to en-
sure fairness for a commu-
nity that has all too often 
been neglected.”

The project was es-
tablished by several orga-
nizations, including the 
Vera Institute of Justice, 
the Cardozo School of Law, 
Make the Road, the Center 
for Popular Democracy, 
the Northern Manhattan 
Coalition for Immigrant 
Rights, Bronx Defenders 
and Brooklyn Defenders 
Services.

“By providing attor-
neys, New York City has 
set the bar for how cities 
and states that value their 
immigrant communities 
can ensure a true system 
of justice,” explained Peter 
Markowitz, professor at 
Cardozo School of Law.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Mayor Bill de Blasio and several Councilmembers announce the $75 billion city budget agreement. 
Photo by William Alatriste/NYC Council

Chitranjan Persaud and his wife, Bibi, hold their granddaughter, 
Meya. Photo by Christina Santucci

Immigrants to get legal aid
Council funds public defense system for people facing deportation

Teen couple honored 
one year after deaths

Continued on Page 43

Unlike criminal courts, defendants in 
immigration courts do not have the 

right to have an attorney.
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
School’s out. Forever.
Just 25 Jamaica High School 

seniors put on their caps and 
gowns last week and made his-
tory by playing key roles in the 
school’s final commencement 
ceremony. It was a bittersweet 
celebration.

Former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg placed Jamaica High 
on its list of failing schools be-
cause of the low graduation rates. 
And since 2011, the educational 
center has been phasing out one 
grade per year.

Now, with the last graduat-
ing class, Jamaica High closes 
the book on its 122-year history. 
The building remains open, but 
it houses three other smaller 
schools.

Instead of graduating at the 
historic school’s auditorium, the 
seniors held their commence-
ment ceremony at Antun’s, a res-
taurant in Queens Village, miles 
away from their classrooms and 

blackboards.
“The kids’ enthusiasm took 

the bitterness out of the mo-
ment,” said James Eterno, a so-
cial studies teacher who worked 
at Jamaica HS for the past 28 
years. “These kids made it, and 
they made it despite all the dif-
ficulties they faced.”

The social science teacher 
pointed out that since the school 
started to phase out a grade at a 
time, the faculty also began its 
own shrinking process.

“Another social studies 
teacher, for example, had to give 
art classes,” said Eterno, adding 
that by the end Jamaica High 
was lacking art, second language 
and music teachers. “DOE [city 
Department of Education] prom-
ised a full program at the school 
when they announced the phas-
ing out, but they didn’t keep that 
promise.”

Despite rallies of support 
and the opposition to shutting the 
school down from several elected 
officials, Jamaica High is his-

tory.
“This is very sad,” said the 

teacher.
With the new administration 

stepping in, faculty at the school 
thought Mayor Bill de Blasio and 

city Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña would reconsider the de-
cision to shutter Jamaica High. 
Teachers tried to convince DOE 
to keep the school open by having 
a small freshman class coming in 

this fall, but the idea got an F.
“The idea was to keep the 

name alive, but DOE did noth-
ing,” Eterno said.

Jamaica High’s famous grad-
uates include filmmaker Francis 
Ford Coppola, U.S. Attorney Gen-
eral John Mitchell and Pulitzer 
Prize-winning poet Alan Dugan.

State Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows), while 
his two brothers graduated from 
Jamaica High, and their mother 
was a teacher there for more than 
40 years.

The legislator was a speaker 
at the last graduating class. The 
closing of the school “saddens me 
greatly,” he told the graduation 
ceremony.

But he added that “the his-
tory and the legacy of the school 
will live on in the accomplish-
ments of its graduates, all of us 
here today.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

The last students from Jamaica High School celebrate their graduation at 
Anton’s in Queens Village.  Photo courtesy Assemblyman David Weprin

Jamaica High hands out last batch of diplomas to 25 
Gothic Drive school shuts its doors after more than 120 years of educating students in Queens
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window fashions with the PowerRise® or PowerGlide® motorized system made 6/14/14 – 9/15/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the 
form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. **Additional equipment is required for app operation; ask for details. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service 
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Swipe, tap, enjoy. 
You just brightened your outlook.
Hunter Douglas motorized window fashions can be operated by our remote control, 
wireless wall switch or Platinum™ App on your Apple® mobile device.** Ask for details.
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

People must start caring about Rockaway

I 
love Rockaway.

There are only 32 
beaches open to swim-
ming in Rockaway 

Beach. This is outrageous 
and unacceptable. We need 
all our beaches fully open 
to swimming.

We need the media’s 
help to correct this prob-
lem. Please investigate and 
make the city Parks De-
partment accountable.

This is a disgrace and 
a government-made disas-
ter.

This is hurting our 
reputation, property val-
ues, businesses, jobs and 
lives.

Why?
Why go to Rockaway if 

you cannot use the beaches 
fully?

Why take a train, bus 
or ferry if you cannot use 
the beaches?

Why would you shop 
and eat in Rockaway if you 
cannot use our beaches? 
Why would you invest in 
Rockaway if our beaches 
are closed?

Why go to Rockaway 
and pay $3.75 on a toll 
bridge if our beaches are 
closed?

Why go to Rockaway 
and smell a stinking sew-
age plant and our beaches 

are closed?
Why did Rockaway 

lose the old Long Island 
Rail Road Rockaway Beach 
line, a 40-minute ride to 
midtown Manhattan?

Why did we lose Rock-
away Playland?

Why did the govern-
ment take 600 acres of prop-
erty away from the people 
of Rockaway?

Why did we lose Penin-
sula Hospital?

Why go to Rockaway 
when drug gangs kill our 
people?

Why improve services 
if no one comes to Rock-
away?

Who cares about Rock-
away?

Is there a conspiracy 
to keep Rockaway isolated, 
divided and down? I still 
love Rockaway. Please help 
us. Please contact me.

Here is a list of some 
open beaches: 9 to 13, 29, 
30, 58, 59, 75 to 85, 116 to 120, 
136, 137 and 144 to 148.

There are 141 beaches 
in Rockaway with 32 open 
and 109 closed.

Why?

Philip McManus
Rockaway Park

KATZ VS. LIBRARY
An outraged and clearly frustrated Melinda Katz used 

the powers of the borough presidency last week to halt an 
end run by several rogue trustees on the board of the be-
leaguered Queens Library system.

Who said the office of the borough president doesn’t 
have clout? Katz proved that when the beep, as she is 
known in the vernacular, speaks loud enough, the people 
who make the laws listen.

Katz was alerted last week that several members of 
the library board planned to hold a special meeting to ap-
prove an $800,000 golden parachute for Tom Galante, the 
CEO who has come under fire from lawmakers for his un-
usually high salary and questionable spending practices.

She blew the whistle on the hastily called meeting, 
which was canceled just in time. If Katz had not demand-
ed that the session be adjourned immediately, the cabal 
would have been able to renegotiate Galante’s contract be-
fore a bill prohibiting such action was signed into law by 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

After some political maneuvering within their ranks, 
Queens’ state senators agreed on a measure two weeks ago 
that would shorten the terms of the library trustees and 
let Katz or the mayor remove them if they failed in their 
fiduciary duties. The same version passed the Assembly 
and last week it was still on the governor’s desk when the 
special meeting was arranged.

In unusually blunt language for an elected official, 
Katz sent out a press release accusing several trustees 
of blocking her calls for oversight reforms and trying to 
“shamefully ram through” an exit package to keep Galante 
at the library for another 18 months on taxpayers’ money.

Since February, Katz had been asking the library to 
change its practices, but her requests had fallen on deaf 
ears in the boardroom even in the face of investigations by 
the FBI, City Council and city comptroller.

But within hours after Katz’s angry press release 
made the rounds, the governor acted and signed the bill 
into law June 26, ending the efforts of the small group of 
trustees to hijack the operations of the library.

As Katz pointed out, the institution that has been “the 
educational and cultural backbone of every neighborhood 
in Queens” deserved better than that group of trustees 
was prepared to give.

But Queens ultimately got what it deserved from the 
borough president, who never backed down and led the 
fight to restore integrity to the library system, which has 
enriched the lives of so many in this corner of the city.
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Braunstein takes fi rst step in protecting women
T

hank you, state 
Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bay-
side).

For some time, a dirty 
little secret, not touted on 
the glossy college recruit-
ing brochures, has been 
emerging that the glamor-
ous, exciting, academic and 
fun-filled world of many of 
our colleges has been the 
danger and criminal acts of 
violence against our young 
women on and around our 
college campuses.

The horror of the girls 
and parents, who sacrifice 
economic security to give 
them the opportunity to 
grow their future, turns 
into tragedy and reports in 
recent stories tell us that 
one of five girls experiences 
some type of sex or rape.

Research by the U.S. 
Department of Justice and 
the White House Council 
on Women and Girls indi-
cates that one in five col-

lege females has been the 
victim of a sexual assault, 
and only 12 percent of stu-
dent victims report the as-
sault to law enforcement.

“All too frequently, we 
hear stories about on-cam-
pus crimes, often sexual in 
nature, that are swept un-
der the rug by colleges in an 
effort to protect their repu-
tation,” said Braunstein. 
“This creates a system 
where criminals are not 
held accountable for their 
actions and parents are not 
provided with facts about 
the safety of the school 
where they send their chil-
dren. The perpetrators 
of these crimes should be 
prosecuted in a court of 
law. As such, in addition 
to conducting internal in-
vestigations under Title IX 
and the Clery Act, colleges 
and universities should be 
compelled to inform local 
law enforcement agencies 
about these cases.”

Long hidden, these sta-
tistics have been allowed to 
exist and grow due to the 
failure of college authori-
ties to take responsibilities 
for the safety and security 
of their students and the 
shame felt by these young 
victims who are reluctant 
to report the crimes.

How did this situation 
happen? As the result of the 
big changes in the 1960s in 
students’ demand for free-
dom and long-held attitudes 
about sexual freedom, col-
leges changed from the old 
ways of rigid separation of 
the sexes and rules about 
leaving campus.

The longstanding idea 
was that colleges were “in 
loco parentis,” meaning 
that the college was tak-
ing the place of the parent 
to safeguard the living and 
learning space of their chil-
dren.

Colleges almost over-
night courted students by 

abolishing all previous 
customs and allowed co-ed 
dorms and even in some 
instances co-ed bathrooms 
and all forms of restrictions 
on visits between the sexes. 
Unfortunately, young wom-
en leaving home for the 
first time and coming to 
this free atmosphere, want-
ing to make friends and be 
popular, are naïve about 
the dangers.

Faced with the double 
standard for young men, 
cheered on and encour-
aged by the social media 
and movies, also wanting 
friendship and status. They 
feel obliged to “score” and 
sometime band together 
and encourage each other 
to get the girls drunk and 
even slip drugs into their 
unattended drinks, caus-
ing the kind of excess acts 
and refusal to accept that 
“no means no!”

When the girls do 
report the incidents, the 

colleges do not want the 
bad publicity and often 
hide the facts. Sometimes, 
these incidents happen in 
fraternity houses around 
the campus and college au-
thorities refuse to accept 
responsibility, leaving the 
matter up to the town po-
lice. Unfortunately, the atti-
tude of “boys will be boys” 
still exists.

We thank Braun-
stein for his sensitivity to 
the plight of these young 
women who deserve to get 
their education and enjoy 
the benefits of their college 
experience free from fear of 
violence and years of physi-
ological damage.

Colleges must not be 
allowed to abdicate their re-
sponsibilities and hide this 
ugly fact on their campuses 
to avoid responsibility. 
They are still in the parents’ 
place to provide guidance 
to the people of both sexes 
and not be allowed to take 

a “laissez-faire” attitude, 
which is leading to repeat-
ed and greater incidents of 
this criminal behavior re-
sulting in violence against 
women.

The legislation will 
help to prevent the hiding 
of statistics, but the college 
administration must take 
action and develop pro-
grams to control this be-
havior. The attitude in the 
town and the police must 
also be involved and our 
communities to look at the 
problem and work on the 
solutions.

Thank you, Ed Braun-
stein, for taking the first 
step.

Ann Jawin
Founder and Chairwoman

Center for the Women of 
New York

Kew Gardens

Phil Ragusa will be missed
I 

have read with much 
sadness the news of the 
passing of Queens Re-
publican Party Chair-

man Phil Ragusa.
I have met him on 

many occasions during a 
number of political cam-
paigns I was involved with. 
This was at former Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s cam-
paign kickoff in Queens, 
former state Sen. Frank 
Padavan’s campaigns and 
finally at events for Glen 

Oaks Village President Bob 
Friedrich, who ran for City 
Council and state Assem-
bly.

I found Ragusa per-
sonable and honest and 
a man of integrity. I also 
found him to be concerned 
for the community and its 
residents and someone who 
wanted to make things bet-
ter with his ideas and goals 
for the betterment of all 
concerned.

Now for that I say Ra-

gusa will be truly missed, 
for he was the voice of all 
we hold most dear.

God bless you, Phil, 
for all you stood for, and let 
me also offer my heartfelt 
prayers for your family, 
who will be missing and 
grieving at this sad time of 
mourning.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Landlords need higher rents

I 
am responding to your 
editorial “Freeze the 
Rents” in your June 20-
26 issue.

I am a landlord in a 
private home in Middle 
Village and must bring to 
your editor’s attention that 
over the last 10 years our 
real estate taxes have in-
creased substantially. Our 
water tax rates have also 
increased more than 10 per-
cent each year except this 

year.
The city Department of 

Environmental Protection 
was recently on the news 
saying our water rates will 
increase again due to the 
disposable throwaways 
that are not disintegrating 
and require special han-
dling at our sewer treat-
ment plants.

In addition, homeown-
ers’ insurance has in-
creased every year as well 

as our heating and hot wa-
ter costs. Has anyone taken 
into consideration the nor-
mal maintenance costs to 
maintain our homes?

It is unreal to expect 
homeowners to freeze rents 
in the face of rising costs 
that must be paid to live in 
New York City.

Charles Krzewski
Middle Village

Huntley should not have been feted

C
lergy United for 
Community Em-
powerment sent a 
terrible message by 

organizing a homecom-
ing party for former state 
Sen. Shirley Huntley (“SE 
Queens holds party to greet 
Huntley on return from 

prison,” June 6-12).
Huntley violated the 

public trust by using tax-
payer money for her own 
benefit. Huntley served her 
time, but she does not de-
serve to be celebrated.

Holding a party in 
Huntley’s honor sends a 

message that her criminal 
actions were acceptable.

If this is what CUCE 
stands for, then it should 
not be trusted.

Joel Serrano
Forest Hills
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W
e have seen an 
open primary in 
Virginia where 
voters do not have 

to vote according to politi-
cal party affiliation. They 
can vote in either the Re-
publican or Democratic 
primary for the candidate 
of their choice.

Several Western states 
have similar open prima-
ries. Here in New York state, 
voters register according to 
the political party of their 
choice and can only vote in 
that party primary.

This, of course, means 
that in New York registered 

Republicans can only vote 
in Republican primaries, 
and registered Democrats 
can only vote in Democrat-
ic primaries.

In New York state for 
statewide office and state 
legislative positions, open 
primaries have not been 
used. By having open pri-
maries, it defeats the pur-
pose of having political par-
ties and brings into focus 
the concept of one primary 
or two open primaries, 
where party affiliation be-
comes lost in choosing can-
didates to run in the fall 
general election for public 
office.

We need political par-
ties because they provide 
the means for fund-raising 
and petition-raising and 
people to work for candi-
dates during election cam-
paigns.

Political parties pro-

vide positions on the issues 
voters can identify with 
and support. Choosing can-
didates in party primaries 
is a serious matter.

In the recent Virginia 
open primary, we saw U.S. 
Rep. and House Majority 
Leader Eric Cantor (R-Vir-
ginia) lose this campaign, 
in which Republican and 
Democrats voted in if they 
chose to.

Years ago in presiden-
tial open primaries in a 
few western states, some 
voters cast their ballots in 
the opposition primary in 
the hope of choosing as a 
candidate the least quali-
fied candidate, therefore 
improving the chances of 
their own party candidate 
being successful in the fall 
election.

This type of situation 
does not seem to be in the 
best interest of our demo-

cratic system of electing 
candidates to public office.

Hopefully, as a result 
of this recent congressio-
nal Virginia primary and 
other similar open prima-
ries, some states with open 
primaries will take a look 
at changing their voting to 
party primaries.

Regarding the recent 
Virginia primary, it was 
an unusual election by 
any standards, consider-

ing only a few weeks before 
the election a prominent 
poll showed Cantor with a 
34-point lead over his little-
known opponent, college 
professor David Brat.

When the final election 
count came in on election 
night June 10, Brat had won 
by a margin of 56-44. There 
have been few elections for 
Congress with such a wide 
change in voter count over 
such a short period of time.

If Cantor’s position in 
favor of most immigration 
reform was one of the main 
reasons for his defeat, then 
it will affect this issue in 
Congress in the future.

This year, we have two 
petition drives and two pri-
mary elections in June and 
September.

During the next legis-
lative session, January to 
June 2015, our state Legis-
lature will have an oppor-

tunity to make changes in 
our state election laws so 
we have one primary in 
June for all elective offices.

Elections for Congress 
will definitely remain in 
June. By having one pri-
mary, it will save the Board 
of Elections money at the 
city and state levels and it 
would be better for voters 
to have one primary elec-
tion rather than two elec-
tions, in addition to the fall 
general election.

By having one pri-
mary, it would be better 
for the people circulating 
designating petitions: They 
would have only one peti-
tion drive.

A series of congressio-
nal primaries in both po-
litical parties in New York 
City and the surrounding 
area will give us an up-to-
date insight into voter con-
cerns.

States should not opt for open primary elections

Boro high school students impress with their accomplishments

V
a l e d i c t o r i a n s 
achieve the highest 
grades in a graduat-
ing class, and they 

are often active students.
Hillcrest High School’s 

Fatima Z. Karim has a GPA 
of 4.0, is an immigrant re-
form advocate and has cre-
ated the SOS Village Proj-
ect in Morocco, which helps 
impoverished children.

In the Campus Com-
plex, in Cambria Heights, 
Rosmary Reyes is gradu-
ating from the Business, 
Computer Applications & 
Entrepreneurship HS, is 
student government presi-
dent and is graduating in 
three years.

In an interesting feat, 
Alexander Ramroop is the 

2014 valedictorian of the 
Humanities and the Arts 
HS while his brother Mat-
thew Ramroop is valedic-
torian for the Law, Govern-
ment & Community Service 
HS. Both are receiving Ad-
vanced Regents-endorsed 
diplomas.

Valedictorian Chelsea 
Lawrence, of the Math, Sci-
ence Research & Technol-
ogy HS, has been on the 
school leadership team and 
will be attending the John 
Jay College of Criminal 
Justice with a $3,000 schol-
arship.

Shanelle Davis is the 
valedictorian from Benja-
min Cardozo HS and will 
be attending Harvard Uni-
versity with the help of a 
number of scholarships. 
Cardozo students were the 
winners of $5,000 from Ev-
ergreen Packaging’s Made 
by Milk Carton Construc-
tion Contest. They built a 
scene from “Alice in Won-
derland” using 1,250 recy-

cled milk cartons.
Neha Shah is the 

valedictorian for the High 
School for Arts and Busi-
ness in Elmhurst. She has 
taken College Now classes 
through Queensborough 
Community College and 
was in the school Rocket 
Club and, after volunteer 
work at Coler Hospital on 
Roosevelt Island, has decid-
ed to become a nurse.

The Francis Lewis HS 
JROTC flew to Normandy, 
France, to participate in 
the 70th anniversary of the 
D-Day landing. The 20-year-
old program has won many 
contests and participated 
in many events, but this is 
its first overseas activity.

The Living Environ-
ment class at Pan Ameri-
can International HS, 
in Elmhurst, visited the 
Grange Roof Farm in Long 
Island City, which is run by 
the Brooklyn Grange. This 
is the largest rooftop gar-
den in the world with more 

than 5 million pounds of 
soil.

William Cullen Bry-
ant HS has become greener 
due to the construction of a 
rooftop garden. The project 
is a partnership between 
the Horticultural Society of 
New York, Global Kids and 
the school.

The Academy of Urban 
Planning, in Bushwick, 
Brooklyn, is designing 
posters and fliers for the lo-
cal businesses in Glendale 
and Ridgewood. Art teach-
er Mr. Drozd noticed that 

the stores had handwritten 
signs. Last April, he insti-
tuted the sign-making as a 
real project for his three art 
classes. The businesses like 
the signs and the students 
like doing them. About 40 
stores have asked for post-
ers next term.

John Bowne HS has 
named its weightroom for 
retiring gym teacher Chris 
Englisis, who has been at 
the school for 18 years. Over 
the years he has given the 
school dozens of weightlift-
ing machines. At a ceremo-

ny he received a plaque and 
a commemorative banner.

Thomas Edison Career 
and Technical Education 
HS has a fine reputation 
for preparing students for 
college. It has engineer-
ing, robotics, medical 
pharmaceutical, electrical 
installation, information 
technology and auto repair 
programs which have won 
many contests.

GOOD AND BAD 
NEWS: A recent report list-
ed two Queens high schools 
as among the 10 best in New 
York state, but the informa-
tion above tells of many 
fine students and schools 
in Queens, so one should 
look for the good things in 
all schools.

The city Department 
of Education should not 
be closing schools and 
throwing teachers into the 
cold but work to improve 
schools.

COLUMNS

William
Lewis

n

Bob
Harris

n

Open primaries do 
not seem to be in 
the best interest 

of our democratic 
system of electing 

candidates to 
public offi ce.

Benjamin Cardozo High School students 
won $5,000 from Evergreen Packaging 

for their work with 1,250 used 
cartons in the Made by Milk Carton 

Construction Contest.
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T
he City Council has 
veered so far left 
that for most com-
mon sense/centrist 

voters, it is hard to fathom. 
No Council member epito-
mizes this off-center lurch 
better than Councilman 
Danny Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights).

Despite the many ur-
gent issues facing most 
New Yorkers today, Dromm 
incredibly is more focused 
on his non-citizen voting 
rights bill to allow non-U.S. 
citizens the right to vote in 
municipal elections and to 
oppose the Junior Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps 
programs in our high 
schools.

In such a politically 

charged city as ours, one 
might understand a politi-
cian’s support for a bill that 
will guarantee him more 
votes and secure at any cost 
his incumbency status. It 
is more difficult to compre-
hend Dromm’s obsession 
with ending the highly suc-
cessful career and charac-
ter-building JROTC.

Paradoxically, Dromm 
advocates voting rights for 
non-citizens while seeking 
to end JROTC’s good citi-
zenship program for young 
citizens. It is as if Dromm 
still views the world 
through the prism of the 
mid-1960s, a time of manda-
tory military conscription. 
The era of the compulsory 
draft is long over and, just 
like our brave and exem-
plary veterans, today’s all-
volunteer army should be a 
source of pride, not disdain, 
for Dromm.

When asked about 
his opposition to JROTC, 
Dromm said he has a “phil-

osophical problem” with 
it. It contributes to the U.S. 
“war machine.”

Those of us who re-
cently honored our veter-
ans on Memorial Day and 
observed with reverence 
the 70th anniversary of D-
Day were reminded that it 
was the U.S. military and 
the Greatest Generation 
that led the charge to stop 
the march of tyranny by 
the armies of Hitler and 
other 20th-century despots.

Joining the JROTC 
does not require a com-
mitment to enter military 
service, which is a per-
sonal choice made by only 
20 percent of its graduates. 
The other 80 percent be-
come productive members 
of society following their 
own personal career paths 
using the skills and leader-
ship training they received 
from the JROTC.

Had Dromm taken a 
few minutes to learn about 
the JROTC, he would have 

discovered that it is a pro-
gram that imparts strong 
self-discipline, a sense of 
purpose and leadership 
skills that serve young peo-
ple throughout their lives. 
It provides high school stu-
dents with the opportunity 
to be mentored by some 
of the brightest and most 
accomplished leaders in 
America.

The JROTC even 
grants scholarships to ex-
ceptional young people, 
enabling them to enrich 
their lives with meaningful 
higher education that they 
might otherwise have been 
unable to afford.

Rather than working 
to develop policies that 
would correct New York 
City’s notoriously high stu-
dent failure and drop-out 
rates, Dromm has chosen 
to focus on the more press-
ing issue of the day: ending 
the federally funded high 
school JROTC.

What could Dromm 

possibly find objectionable 
with the JROTC’s mission 
statement as reflected in its 
creed?

The JROTC Creed is 
as follows:

I will always conduct 
myself to bring credit to my 
family, country, school, and 
the corps of cadets.

I am loyal and patri-
otic.

I am the future of the 
United States of America.

I do not lie, cheat, or 
steal and will always be ac-
countable for my actions 
and deeds.

I will always practice 
good citizenship and patrio-
tism.

I will work hard to im-
prove my mind and strength-
en my body.

I will seek the mantle 
of leadership and stand 
prepared to uphold the Con-
stitution and the American 
way of life.

May God grant me the 
strength to always live by 

this creed.
Dromm owes our vet-

erans and the men and 
women in today’s military 
an apology for demonizing 
them as being part of a war 
machine. In a nation whose 
bravest citizens have fought 
to defend our freedoms and 
liberty, Dromm has chosen 
to use those freedoms to 
denigrate their defenders.

The rest of us can take 
solace and pride as we cele-
brate the July 4 holiday with 
the knowledge that these 
brave American men and 
women have volunteered to 
risk their lives and fight in 
battles so we may remain a 
free nation and a beacon to 
the world.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and a civic leader.

T
he Declaration of In-
dependence can be 
said to be America’s 
most important, if 

not its most cherished, doc-
ument — alongside the U.S. 
Constitution, of course.

Drafted by Thomas 
Jefferson between June 11 
and June 28, 1776, we call it 
to mind July 4 as the whole 
nation celebrates the in-
dependence of the United 
States.

The history of the na-
tion spans years of rebel-
lion, strife and bloody war 
and its birth as an indepen-
dent entity began July 4, 
1776.

Although July 4 was 
not the day the Continental 
Congress declared indepen-

dence (July 2, 1776), nor was 
it the day the American Rev-
olution began (April 1775), 
nor was it the day Jefferson 
wrote the first draft of the 
Declaration (June 1776), but 
rather it was the day the 
Continental Congress ap-
proved the final wording 
and edits of the Declaration 
of Independence.

July 4 became the 
date that is on the actual 
handwritten copy that 
was signed in August and 
which is now on display at 
the National Archives in 
Washington, D.C.

Independence Day 
was, however, not always 
a national holiday. In fact, 
for the first 15 or 20 years 
after the declaration was 
written, people did not 
celebrate it at all. Bitter 
conflict between the Dem-
ocratic-Republicans, who 
favored Jefferson and the 
Declaration, and the Fed-
eralists, who opposed the 
Declaration as too French 

and anti-British, meant a 
split in opinion on both Jef-
ferson and the Declaration.

In 1817, John Adams, 
who was the U.S. secretary 
of state from 1817-25, wrote 
a letter complaining that 
America seemed uninter-
ested in its past. This was 
soon to change, though. 

After the War of 1812, the 
Federalist Party came un-
done and the new parties of 
the 1820s and 1830s viewed 
themselves as inheritors 
of Jefferson and the Demo-
cratic-Republicans.

The Declaration of 
Independence began to cir-
culate again, with July 4, 

1776, printed clearly at the 
top. July 4 was promoted 
even further by the deaths 
of Jefferson and Adams on 
the same day — July 4, 1826 
— which was the 50th an-
niversary of the adoption of 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. The two men who 
were former presidents and 

the last of the original revo-
lutionaries who stood up 
to the British Empire died 
within five hours of each 
other.

In 1870, almost a hun-
dred years after the Dec-
laration was written, Con-
gress first declared July 4 
to be a national holiday.

Today, 238 years after 
the Declaration was writ-
ten, we celebrate this holi-
day on a large scale.

The Macy’s firework 
display in New York is the 
country’s largest Indepen-
dence Day celebration. The 
majority of businesses will 
be closed for the occasion as 
celebrations, parades and 
fireworks light up the coun-
try this whole three-day 
weekend when the nation 
decks itself with the colors 
of the flag — red, white and 
blue — and comes together 
to remember and acknowl-
edge the birth our wonder-
ful home: the United States 
of America.

Dromm should show more respect toward the JROTC

Independence Day was not always a national holiday

Bob 
Friedrich

n

On Point

Laura
Rahill

■

Remember 
the Date

Fireworks on the Hudson River are visible from a Sunnyside rooftop on the Fourth of July. 
Photo by Steven Malecki
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Long Island man 
convicted of gun posses-
sion and conspiring to sell 
cocaine out of a Kew Gar-
dens bodega was sentenced 
to 15 years in prison Mon-
day, the Queens district at-
torney said.

A jury convicted Jai-
me Corchado, of Baldwin, 
L.I., on five charges stem-
ming from cocaine and 
marijuana found under 
the refrigerated counter 
of a shop he once owned, 
at 85-56 118th St., called 
Louis’s Deli & Grocery and 
two guns discovered in his 
home, according to District 
Attorney Richard Brown.

Brown’s office said 
Corchado was sentenced to 
15 years in prison and five 
years of post-release super-
vision Monday.

“The defendant used 
his mom-and-pop grocery 
store as a front to traffic in 
narcotics. Drugs and guns 
are a deadly combination. 
This joint investigation by 

the Queens district attor-
ney’s office and the New 
York City Police Depart-
ment once again under-
scores our commitment 
to rid our county of illegal 
narcotics trafficking and to 
improve the quality of life 
of our Queens residents,” 
Brown said in a statement.

Corchado’s attorney 
did not immediately return 
a request for comment.

Brown said a long-
term narcotics investiga-
tion uncovered Corchado, 
37, agreeing to sell an “eight 
ball” of cocaine to some-
one over the phone Dec. 17, 
2010.

Officers then watched 
the customer climb into 
Corchado’s black 2008 Mer-
cedes-Benz Sedan near the 
corner of 69th Street and 
Forest Park and emerge af-
ter a brief transaction.

They stopped the cus-
tomer 15 feet away and 
found a plastic bag contain-
ing cocaine in his pants 
pocket, Brown said.

The DA said a wiretap 

placed on Corchado’s phone 
between November 2010 
and August 2011 captured 
him engaging in hundreds 
of conversations about nar-
cotics.

Then on Aug. 17, 2011, 
police searched his conve-
nience store and recovered 
two plastic bags of cocaine, 
two bags of marijuana and 
a scale from beneath the 
refrigerated countertop, ac-
cording to the DA.

Later that night, Brown 
said police went to his home 
in Baldwin and seized a Sig 
Saber ,380-caliber pistol, a 
Winchester single-barrel 
shotgun with a magnifying 
scope, magazines and close 
to 100 rounds of ammuni-
tion.

Corchado was arrested 
and later convicted of con-
trolled substance, criminal 
possession of a weapon, 
criminally using drug 
paraphernalia, unlawful 
possession of marijuana 
and conspiracy, according 
to Brown.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Former City Council-
man Tom Ognibene’s name 
has been circulating on pe-
titions as a Republican con-
tender for state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo Jr.’s (D-Howard 
Beach) seat.

The western Queens 
GOP leader has not yet filed 
a campaign committee with 
the state Board of Elections 
specific to the pursuit of 
the 15th Senate District, 
which encompasses most 
of the Rockaway Peninsula, 
Howard Beach, Ozone Park, 
Woodhaven, Ridgewood, 
Glendale, Middle Village, 
Maspeth, Forest Hills and 
Kew Gardens, according to 
the BOE’s website.

Ognibene declined to 
comment.

Petitions for the Sept. 
9 primary are due in to the 
city Board of Elections July 
10. At that point, the BOE 
will ensure that those seek-
ing to run for state office 
have received enough valid 
signatures from members 
of their party in the district, 
while examining objections 
to specific signatures.

Candidates have until 
July 14 to decline enter-
ing the primary and until 
July 18 to offer the party 

platform to an alternative 
candidate should the first 
bow out.

Petitions bearing Og-
nibene’s name popped up 
shortly after the Queens 
Republican Party touted 
a convergence of the bor-
ough’s GOP clubs to discuss 
mending the county’s war-
ring factions.

The party’s present 
leadership, under recently 
deceased Chairman Phil 
Ragusa, has spent years 
feuding with a faction led 
by former U.S. Rep. Bob 
Turner, Ognibene and 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park).

Despite the mediation 
meeting, not all Republican 
leaders were expecting to 
see Ognibene’s name on pe-

TOM OGNIBENE

Man convicted of using bodega
in Kew Gdns as stash house: DA

Ognibene named on petitions
as potential rival of Addabbo

GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!
New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

560 Northern Blvd., Great Neck
516-726-1771

Christ the King High School is proud to an-
nounce four of its students, Jonathan Jaiman-
gal, Stephen Lebak,Dominik Makocki, and 
James Slagg were awarded first place in the 
New York State Mathematic League

More than 30 members from Christ the King 
competed over the course of the school year. 
CK’s Math Team has consistently placed in the 
top two rankings throughout the six contests, 
which were conducted from October 2013 to 
March 2014.   

CK’s Math Team competed in the New York 
State Mathematics League and tied for second 
place overall.

The New York State Mathematics League is 
comprised of teams from over 200 high schools, 
with over 4,000 participants. The League in-

cludes public, specialized, private and parochial 
high schools.  Last year, the CK Math Team was 
the top school in the state.  Individually, out of 
thirteen students who tied for first place, four 
were Christ the King students.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 
is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Pictured from left: Principal Peter J. Mannarino, Dominik 
Makocki, Jonathan Jaimangal, James Slagg, Stephen 
Lebak, and Math Team moderator, Richard Hartman.

Christ the King has Top Math Students in the State

Continued on Page 45
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NYC Financial Empowerment Centers in Queens
For Center locations throughout the five boroughs, call 311 or visit nyc.gov.  

Far Rockaway

At Workforce1 Far Rockaway
1637 Central Avenue

Jackson Heights

At Make the Road New York
92-10 Roosevelt Avenue

Jamaica

At Catholic Charities HomeBase
87-80 Merrick Boulevard, 2nd Floor

Jamaica

At Safe Space
89-74 162nd Street

Long Island City

At Urban Upbound
38-81 13th Street

Woodside

At Neighborhood Housing Services 
of Northern Queens 
60-20 Woodside Avenue, 2nd Floor 

Within a year, Sheila decreased 
her debt by half and increased 
her credit score by more than 
100 points.
Read Sheila’s story on NYCDCA:

nyc.gov

We’ve helped New Yorkers …

We can help you, too.

TACKLE YOUR 
DEBT.

Call 311 to schedule an appointment for FREE 

one-on-one financial counseling at an NYC 
Financial Empowerment Center near you or visit 
nyc.gov for information.

Save for the futureTackle debt

Improve creditOpen a bank account

Live Nation is pleased 
to present THE WAYANS 
BROTHERS LIVE starring 
Damon, Keenen, Marlon 
and Shawn at the NYCB 
Theatre at Westbury on 
Saturday, July 19 at 8 
p.m. Tickets are $69.50 & 
$49.50 and are available on-
line at www.ticketmaster.
com, charge by phone at 
800-745-3000 or at the West-
bury box office. Event, date 
and time subject to change. 
All ticket prices are sub-
ject to applicable service 
charges. For further infor-
mation, please visit www.
thetheatreatwestbury.com.

 The Wayans family is 
both outstandingly tal-
ented and successful. Da-
mon, Keenen, Marlon and 
Shawn are not only known 
for their appearances in 
movies, standup comedy 
and television shows, but 
also for their work as writ-
ers, directors and produc-
ers. It was Keenen Ivory 
Wayans who was the first 
to achieve national promi-

nence by successfully creat-
ing, launching and hosting 
a landmark 1990s black-ori-
ented comedy satire on Fox 
TV called In Living Color. 
That, in turn, ignited the 
careers of his younger sib-
lings Damon (who was also 
a creator and writer on the 
show), Shawn, Marlon and 
their sister Kim.

 Collectively the broth-
ers have brought smiles 
and crying laughter to mil-
lions of fans throughout 
the years. The first feature 
film Keenen directed, I’m 
Gonna Git You Sucka (1988) 
starred brothers Damon 
and Shawn. Shawn co-wrote 
and starred in the hit com-
edy Don’t Be a Menace to 
South Central While Drink-
ing Your Juice in The Hood 
(1996) with brother Marlon. 
The hit film, Scary Movie 
(2000) was co-written by 
Shawn and Marlon, directed 
by Keenen and is one of the 
most successful feature 
films ever directed by an 
African-American. Keenen, 

Shawn and Marlon co-wrote 
the film White Chicks (2004) 
which Shawn and Marlon 
also starred in. The family 
also created Thugaboo and 
the subsequent Boo Crew 
animated specials for Nick-
elodeon, which began pre-
miering in August 2006. The 
Wayans also wrote, directed 
and voiced the series, which 
took a humorous look at the 
trials and tribulations of 
nine inner city kids. These 
are just a few of the many 
projects that the Wayans 
have been involved in.

Damon is also well-known 
for his role on My Wife and 
Kids (2001-2005), a show he 
co-created, produced and 
wrote. Marlon is hosting the 
new show Funniest Wins 
(TBS) which premieired this 
month. Keenen is a celebrity 
judge on this season’s Last 
Comic Standing (NBC), the 
Emmy Award-nominated 
series. All four brothers 
are currently on the road as 
part of the Wayans Brothers 
Live Tour.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The Wayans Brothers Live

MACY�S, JCPENNEY, AND MORE THAN 150 SPECIALTY STORES AND RESTAURANTS
QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS | 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com   

assessment and recruitment

Thursday, July 10th I 8am - 3pm 

Food Court | Lower Level | JCPenney Wing
90-15 Queens Boulevard, Elmhurst, NY 11373

Public Transportation:

M and R to Woodhaven Blvd., Q21, Q38, Q59, Q60, Q88

Free and open to the public
Numerous Employers

Professional attire recommended
Bring plenty of resumes

For more information, call Senator Peralta’s office, 718-205-3881

SPONSORED BY STATE SENATOR JOSE PERALTA  

AND QUEENS CENTER 
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BY JUAN SOTO

Roxanne R. is a southeast 
Queens resident trying to swim 
to shore from an underwater 
mortgage.

Her house is worth less than 
her unpaid mortgage balance.

To protect homeowners like 
Roxanne, who are at risk of fore-
closure, several city councilmen 
and advocates are calling on City 
Hall to use eminent domain to 
reduce foreclosures, especially 
in African-American and Latino 
neighborhoods.

“The utilization of eminent 
domain to resuscitate properties 
burdened by underwater mort-
gages will have a positive impact 
on communities devastated by 
the foreclosure crisis,” said Coun-
cilman I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans).

Miller pointed out that 
southeast Queens “has some of 
the highest home ownership in 
the city and have been dispropor-
tionately affected by this crisis 
without a solution.”

The power of eminent do-

main allows municipalities to buy 
toxic underwater mortgages, so 
homeowners can sign a new loan 
offering the banks a fair market 
value of their properties.

Homeowners fend off foreclo-
sures by paying lower monthly 
payments to banks.

According to a report re-
leased last week by New York 
Communities for Change, a co-
alition of working families in 
low- and moderate-income com-
munities,  17 out of 20 ZIP codes in 
the city with the highest number 
of underwater mortgages have 
populations with more than 50 
percent of the residents African-
American or Latino.

The report, “Thousands of 
Homeowners Still Drowning in 
Underwater Mortgages,” reveals 
that more than 24,000 of the un-
derwater mortgages in the city 
“are toxic private-label securi-
tized mortgages.” Of those, 1,490 
are in St. Albans, 1,431 in Laurel-
ton and 882 in Jamaica.

“Many New Yorkers are still 
hurting from the housing crisis,” 
said Councilman Donovan Rich-

ards (D-Laurelton). “Those who 
have not yet lost their homes are 
on the brink of losing it in the 

near future. Eminent domain can 
remedy the failures of mortgages 
services.”

The report points out that 
“principal reduction modifica-
tions are necessary to turn the 
tide and to prevent an ongoing 
crisis.”

“Like many families in 
Queens, I have been on the brink 
of foreclosure for too many years,” 
said Jean Sassine, from New York 
Communities for Change. “It is 
time for the city to step in and do 
everything in its power to save 
our neighborhoods.”

Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D-Brooklyn), chairman of 
the Council Housing and Build-
ings Committee, said use of emi-
nent domain “should be explored 
as a tool,” adding that “we must 
act to end the foreclosure crisis.”

Roxanne R. supports the use 
of eminent domain to mitigate 
foreclosures.

“This is the best solution to 
save our homes and our neighbor-
hoods,” she said.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Homeowners affected by underwater mortgages hold a news conference with 
councilmen on the steps of City Hall. Photo courtesy Councilman Daneek Miller

SE Qns pols ask City Hall to lower foreclosures
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 Register your family with our Parish

 Rediscover your Catholic Roots

 Learn more about your faith

 Put your faith into action thru service

 Fundraising, Social and Community events

 Spirited Sunday Liturgy

 Family Mass

 Youth Ministries, Altar Servers 

 Adult Bible Study and AA Support Groups

 Music Ministry 

 Adult & Children’s Choir

 Opportunites for all ages 

 Mommy & Me* & senior citizen programs

 Religious education programs for boys 

   and girls of public school

 Sports: St. Luke Athletic Association 

   Go to: slaacyo.org

WANT A GREAT CATHOLIC EDUCATION?

Mommy & Me program to 8th Grade
Visit the St. Luke School website*
Go to: www.slswhitestone.org

SAVE THE DATE

Re-Dedication Mass
October 20th, 2013 at 2:00PM

JOIN US, WE ARE OPEN FOR MASS

Visit our site: www.stlukewhitestone.org           
Call 718-746-8102

St. Luke Church

16-24 Clintonville Street

Whitestone, NY 11357

A Landmark of Catholic Identity and Faith.

Join our family and make this Church your home.
For a complete mass schedule go to: www.stlukewhitestone.org

St. Luke RC Church Is OPEN
Building Community
Faith  Family  Formation
Serving God and Neighbor for over 100 years

After many months of waiting, we are happy to invite you all back to church. 
Join us, as we begin the celebration and re-dedication of the
NEW and IMPROVED St. Luke Church, Whitestone, NY.

The support, patience and generosity of all the St. Luke Church families,
 supporters and alumni has been unfailing during our construction.
We are forever grateful and will always keep you in our prayers.

St. Luke Church has been serving the families of Whitestone & beyond for 
over 100 years and will continue well into the future. Join us for Mass!
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Are you interested in becoming a Catholic?

Contact Sister Katherine Burke � 718-746-3409 
E-mail: saintlukered@hotmail.com

OpportunitiesSt. Luke RC Church is OPEN

Building Community

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS!

ST. LUKE CHURCH IS OPEN AGAIN ALL ARE WELCOME!

MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED IN OUR CHURCH BUILDING.

After many months of waiting, we are happy to invite you all back to church.
Join us, as we begin the celebration and re-dedication of the
NEW and IMPROVED St. Luke Church, Whitestone, NY.

The support, patience and generosity of all the St. Luke Church families,
supporters and alumni has been unfailing during our construction.
We are forever grateful and will always keep you in our prayers.

St. Luke Church has been serving the families of Whitestone & beyond for
over 100 years and will continue well into the future. Join us for Mass!

A Landmark of Catholic Identity and Faith.
Join our family and make this Church your home.
For a complete mass schedule go to: www.stlukewhitestone.org

Opportunities

Register your family with our Parish

Rediscover your Catholic Roots

Learn more about your faith

Put your faith into action thru service

Fundraising, Social and Community events

Spirited Sunday Liturgy

Family Mass

Youth Ministries, Altar Servers

Adult Bible Study and AA Support Groups 

Music Ministry

Adult & Children’s Choir

Opportunities for all ages

Mommy & Me* & senior citizen programs

Religious education programs for boys 
and girls of public school

Sports: St. Luke Athletic Association 
Go to: slaacyo.org

WANT A GREAT CATHOLIC EDUCATION?

Mommy & Me program to 8th Grade
Visit the St. Luke School website*
Go to: www.slswhitestone.org

Are you interested in becoming a Catholic?

St. Luke Church
16-24 Clintonville Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

JOIN US, WE ARE OPEN FOR MASS
Visit our site: www.stlukewhitestone.org
Call 718-746-8102
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK
 
Borough President Me-

linda Katz announced last 
week that more than $1 mil-
lion in capital funds will be 
going toward streetscape 
improvements along com-
mercial areas in several 
Queens neighborhoods.

The improvements are 
intended to enhance and 
revitalize the commercial 
shopping districts in order 
to promote business devel-
opment and investment 
in those areas as well as 
encouraging residents to 
patronize local establish-
ments, according to the 
borough president’s office.

The exact amount of 
the budget is $1,110,950 and 
that will fund seven proj-
ects in Queens.

“The commercial cor-
ridors found in the diverse 
neighborhoods throughout 
Queens are key assets and 
economic engines for our 
borough,” Katz said in a 
statement. “The funds I am 
allocating to enhance these 
commercial corridors will 
help them maximize their 
potential as retail centers 
and civic gathering places. 
These capital improve-
ments will help our bor-
ough’s small businesses 
create jobs and offer qual-
ity goods and services for 
many years to come.”

 The projects are 
planned in downtown Ja-
maica, Sunnyside, St. Al-

bans, Astoria, two places in 
Woodhaven and Rockaway 
Beach.

In downtown Jamaica, 
there will be 102 decorative 
pedestrian arms added to 
light poles along Jamaica 
Avenue between 168th 
Street and Sutphin Bou-
levard and also on Union 
Hall Street between Ja-
maica and Archer avenues. 
This part of the project will 
cost $229,000. 

An additional 27 new 
street trees and tree guards 
along with the expansion 
of tree beds will be put in 
Sunnyside on Queens Bou-
levard between 38th and 
50th streets and on Green-
point Avenue between 45th 
and 47th streets. This will 
cost $56,950.

St. Albans will be re-
ceiving trees and plantings 
in the lot at 99th Avenue 
and Farmers Boulevard. 
There will also be a cre-
ation of a greenstreet at the 
intersection of Murdock 
Avenue and Farmers Bou-

levard. The amount of this 
project is $100,000.

Greenspace will be 
coming to Astoria around 
the Steinway Clock be-
tween 30th and 31st avenues 
and at the municipal lot on 
Steinway Street between 
Broadway and 31st Avenue. 
This will cost $200,000.

At the intersection of 
Jamaica Avenue and Wood-
haven Boulevard, there 
will be a new greenstreet 
with trees and plantings. 
Also on Jamaica Avenue in 
Woodhaven, there will an 
installation of energy effi-
cient LED street lights un-
derneath the elevated sub-
way along Jamaica Avenue. 
This is the most expensive 
part of the project, costing 
$325,000.

The last project will 
be in Rockaway Beach on 
Beach 116th Street from 
Beach Channel Drive to the 
ocean. There streetscape 
improvements will include 
fencing and directional 
guides.

The state Court of Ap-
peals upheld the 2011 con-
viction of Queens GOP con-
sultant John Haggerty for a 
scheme to funnel nearly $1 
million from former Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s elec-
tion campaign toward buy-
ing his childhood home in 
Forest Hills, the decision 
said.

The court ruled Mon-
day against Haggerty, 
whose attorneys had ar-
gued his trial violated the 
best evidence rule by not 
seeking original written 

documents showing who 
controlled the Michael R. 
Bloomberg Revocable Trust 
that provided the money in 
question.

In the decision, the ap-
peals court noted that pros-
ecutors proved the mayor 
owned the $1.1 million sto-
len by Haggerty through 
their testimony.

A jury convicted Hag-
gerty of grand larceny and 
money laundering after 
prosecutors argued in 2011 
that he offered to organize 
and provide poll security 

for Bloomberg during his 
2009 re-election bid.

Bloomberg trans-
ferred $1.1 million to the 
state Independence Party 
earmarked for Haggerty’s 
services.

Haggerty spent $32,000 
on poll security and put 
the rest toward buying his 
brother’s share of a Forest 
Hills house the two had in-
herited.

— Sarina Trangle

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz has allocated funds to add 
trees and plantings at Jamaica Avenue and Woodhaven Boulevard 
(pictured).

Haggerty conviction upheld

Qns gets $1M for streetsPlay   
    Dine&
ON US!  
Join Today & Earn FREE Play
 

 

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in free 

play and a $10 dining voucher. 
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up 

and redeem for your rewards!

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in free b d i $15 i f

play and a $10 dining voucher.
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up 

m for your rewards!

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 
PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

Simply earn 25 points o
and redeem

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take     or Q37.  
Locate Your Free Shuttle: www.RWRedExpress.com
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

Rain or Shine
Tent Covered Seating Area
Sponsored as a Community Service by

FREE

ADMI
SSION

50th Anniversary of

Summer
Concerts

Larry
Chance &
the Earls

Tommy Mara
& The Crests

Wed., August 6th 

Real Diamond
A tribute to

Neil Diamond
Wed., August 20th

STAYIN’ ALIVE
One Night of the

Bee Gees

FREE

ADMI
SSION

FREEADMISSION

Wed., July 9th

Concerts Start at 7:30 pm Main Office
Parking Field 69th St. & Grand Ave.,

Maspeth. First come, first seated.
There will be a limited number

of chairs available for each
concert and room for plenty of

others, so bring your own folding
chair in case all seats are taken

when you arrive.

For More Information Call Our Main Office at:

(718) 335-1300
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BY JUAN SOTO

Southeast Queens has 
declared war on noise for 
the second year in a row.

Summer is here, and 
the heat brings revelers 
to pump up the volume in 
house parties thrown in 
places like Springfield Gar-
dens and Rosedale.

Just last weekend, for 
example, the 105th Pre-
cinct received 55 noise com-
plaints.

In response to noise 
nuisance, City Council-
man Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) announced that 
right in time for the July 4 
celebrations, the Summer 
Noise Task Force will be on 
hand to try to cut down on 
unwanted noise pollution.

Community leaders, 
neighbors and police offi-
cers from the local precinct 
are taking part in the task 
force.

“If you can hear music 

in your home at 1 or 2 in the 
morning, it becomes an is-
sue,” Richards said. “Last 
year our office got inundat-
ed with noise complaints 
because of house parties 
and bars on Merrick Boule-
vard getting very loud.”

Richards said the key 
to harmony is prevention.

“If you see people roll-
ing large speakers into 
houses, call 311 and file a 
complaint,” the legislator 
said. “We want people to 
have a good time, of course, 
but you have to respect 
your neighbor.”

Richards pointed out 
that last summer the 105th 
Precinct assigned offi-
cers to the task force, “and 
there were less noise com-
plaints.”

He also claimed that 
police had sent out letters 
to residents who got noise 
summonses last year alert-
ing them that “there will 
be zero tolerance when it 

comes to loud noise.”
Besides a quality-of-

life issue, the task force was 
put together in response to 
the violence that erupted at 
some house parties back in 
2010. That summer out-of-
control house celebrations 
claimed the lives of three 
young people in three sepa-
rate incidents.

The legislator also re-
minded neighbors that if 
they organize a house party 
through social media, like 
Facebook, “they should be 
mindful that they are liable 
for stuff that goes on there, 
like shootings and under-
age drinking.”

Richards said noise 
is the No. 1 complaint city-
wide at the 311 hotline.

“New York City is the 
city that never sleeps,” 
Richards said, “but that 
does not mean that people 
don’t deserve to be able to 
sleep.”

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Forest Hills-based 
special education provider 
billed the state for $875,729 
in inappropriate expenses, 
including lease and insur-
ance payments for Lexus 
SUVs, rent and cable TV 
fees for the organization’s 
husband-wife leadership 
team and international 
recruiting, a state audit 
found.

State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli released 
an audit Monday of Bilin-
guals Inc., which provides 
special education services 
in several languages to 
children between ages 3 
and 5, and highlighted a 
dozen instances where state 
money was allegedly mis-
used during the summer 
2008 to summer 2011 probe 
period. After the period 
audited, Bilinguals began 
doing business as Achieve 
Beyond.

“Bilinguals, like other 
special education providers 
audited by my office, took 
advantage of lax oversight 
to cash in,” DiNapoli said 
in a statement. “The state 
Education Department 
needs to recoup the money 
paid for these unwarranted 
charges and put in place 
more stringent standards 
to protect taxpayer dol-
lars.”

DiNapoli’s office said 
it is not pursuing criminal 
charges following the au-

dit, but is asking the state 
Education Department to 
recoup the $875,729 paid to 
Bilinguals and help train 
the agency on related state 
guidelines.

Like many municipali-
ties, the city Department of 
Education refers families 
with special needs children 
to Bilinguals, a for-profit 
company headquartered 
out of 70-00 Austin St. in 
Forest Hills, and pays for 
the cost of therapy and oth-

Bilinguals Inc., a corporation now doing business as Achieve Beyond, 
is headquartered on Austin Street. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Forest Hills education provider 
billed state improperly: DiNapoli

Southeast Queens residents 
want house parties silenced

My husband Freddie lived with a proud Jewish faith.
Thanks to Calvary, he died with it, too.

“My Freddie had a vivacious spirit and love for life. Brilliant and dynamic, 
as both an engineer and attorney, he challenged life’s issues with gusto. 
So when terminal cancer relentlessly ripped through his body – and our 
souls – we were horrified to see him suffer. Then Calvary entered our lives. 
First, your Calvary Home Hospice team relieved his pain. Then when he 
needed the round-the-clock services of Calvary Hospital, you were there 
for us again. In his private room, you gave us time to be together as a 
family. Most importantly, you respected our Jewish faith and customs. 
For a few short weeks, Freddie was back! His final days were happy 
ones. Just the way we wanted to remember him. Thank you Calvary”.

- Terri Levine

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Continued on Page 50
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
City Councilman I. Daneek Miller (D-

St. Albans) said the $75 billion city budget 
for 2015 “has proven to be both thoughtful 
and progressive.”

The legislator pointed out that several 
of the services and programs that will be 
put into place will fund initiatives that cov-
er the needs from pre-K to senior centers.

The Council earmarked $1 million to 
fund the Coalition of Theaters of Color and 
another $17 million to keep 56 New York 
City Housing Authority community and 
senior centers open.

Miller added that the funding for the 
Teacher’s Choice Program, which provides 
money to educators to purchase materials 
and classroom supplies used for student in-
struction, will go up from $4.5 million to $6 
million.

Also, the budget brings an additional 
10,640 slots for the Summer Youth Employ-
ment Project, a program that provides peo-
ple between 14 and 24 with a summer job 
for up to seven weeks.

And working-class residents and 
small business owners will get more fund-
ing through the Consortium for Worker 
Education and Jobs to Build On initia-
tives.

Miller pointed out that college-bound 
high school seniors will also get a piece of 
the budget pie. The Council funded a pro-
gram with just over  $11 million to provide 
merit-based higher education scholar-
ships.

“This is a budget that will serve the 
needs of our entire city,” Miller said in a 
statement.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by e-mail at 
jsoto@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-260-
4564.

Councilman Daneek Miller says the 2015 budget 
benefits southeast Queens residents. 

Photo by Willaim Alatriste/NYC Council

City Councilman Miller hails
budget as boon for SE Queens

SUCCESS ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOLS — NYC
is applying to open new public charter schools in Queens.

When: August 2015 and August 2016

Where: Community School Districts 27 (August 2015) and 24, 28, and 30 (August 2016)

Grades: K and 1st grade for the opening school year and serving K-12th grade at full scale

(pre-K, middle school, and high school grades subject to government approval)

Success Academy has a proven record of excellence, with our scholars 
consistently scoring in the top 7% of public schools in New York State
for reading, science, and math.*

To learn more about Success Academy’s proposed new schools,
please visit: SuccessAcademies.org/NewSchools

We encourage your input:
NewSchools@SuccessAcademies.org

* For source information: SuccessAcademies.org/results

Boro senior center offers many services  

 The United Hindu Senior Center at 
118-09 Sutter Ave. in South Ozone Park of-
fers free vegetarian lunches, health promo-
tion, nutrition education, cards and games, 
mammograms and blood pressure screen-

ings.
In addition, we provide transportation 

for many seniors via bus.
For further information, call 718-323-

8900.
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nycschoolsnycschools
Text “prek” or “escuela”to 877 877 for alerts and info. Message and data rates may apply.   

Reply STOP to opt-out.  Terms and Privacy: help.mcommons.com/s/877877. 

Opportunity 
Starts Now™High-quality pre-k sparks a lifetime of  

learning for kindergarten and beyond.

Apply for FREE 
pre-k by the  
priority deadline 
of June 26:

� Call 311
� Visit nyc.gov/prek
�  Text “prek” to 877 877

Children turning four years  old in 2014 who live in New York City are eligible for 

FREE   at high-quality Community-Based Early Childhood Centers 

through the Department of Education.

What is a Community-Based Early Childhood Center (CBECC)?
Community-Based Early Childhood Centers, or CBECCs, include many daycare 
centers, private schools, preschools, libraries, and some museums. CBECCs 
are located across the City,  and have been screened and approved by the 
Department of Education for safety, security, and quality.

They’re ready to learn

#OpportunityStartsNow

HOLIDAY SALE

HUGE SAVINGS OFF 
MINI SPLIT AIR CONDITIONERS
SUPER QUIET! SUPER COOL! ELEGANT! ENERGY EFFICIENT!

3D HVAC Supplies Corp.

36-07 Bud Place
Flushing, N.Y. 11354
T: 718-321-3000

HVAC

CONTRACTORS WELCOME
5–10% OFF ALL SUPPLIES

10–15% OFF  

VISIT OUR SHOW ROOM WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

FAMOUS NAME BRANDS:
PRIDIOM, CARRIER, GREE

“Healthy hair is our ultimate care”

We can help!

Bridal/sweet sixteen packages available

Tel: 917–301–4649

Are You Having 
Hair Loss Issues?



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 4

–1
0,

 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

26

TL

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos Photos courtesy QBG

Photo by Walter Karling

Photos by Walter Karling
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BY BILL PARRY

The newly expanded Q103 
bus service between Astoria and 
Long Island City will made its 
debut Sunday, providing a link 
between numerous cultural in-
stitutions near or along Vernon 
Boulevard.

The Q103 will also bring rid-
ers to several popular waterfront 
parks on weekends.

“I am thrilled the MTA is fi-
nally realizing western Queens’ 
need for increased mass transit is 
real and pressing,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) said. 
“This is a milestone for all of us 
who fought for years to get proper 
bus service for the growing com-
munities of Astoria and Long Is-
land City.”

The MTA will offer the ex-
panded weekend service on a trial 
basis throughout the summer. A 
public hearing will be scheduled 
for a review before a decision is 
made on whether or not it will be 
permanent.

“It’s a step in the right direc-
tion towards finally establishing 
permanent service for western 
Queens riders,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said. “Western Queens has 
become New York City’s center 
for arts and culture and it is also 
one of the city’s fastest-growing 
locations. By establishing per-
manent Q103 service, we will 
give riders an additional mode of 
transportation that they can rely 
on and will provide thousands of 
New York City riders with access 
to our world-class cultural insti-
tutions and organizations.”

The Q103 takes riders past 
Socrates Sculpture Park, the No-
guchi Museum and the Chocolate 
Factory theater.

“Weekend Q103 service will 
help make our institutions more 
accessible to a wider audience, 
and we sincerely hope this ex-
tended service can continue be-
yond the summer,” Noguchi Mu-
seum Director Jenny Dixon said.

Sheila Lewandowski, found-
er and executive director of the 
Chocolate Factory theater, added, 

“It’s the only public transporta-
tion to move residents, visitors 

and workers from south to north 
along the western Queens wa-
terfront. Thanks to the senator’s 
persistence in getting the mes-
sage out that we are open and ac-
cessible seven days a week, our 
cultural institutions and our food 
and drink destinations will wel-
come new visitors from all over 
the world every day.”

While linking such destina-
tions is important for economic 
development in that part of 
Queens, it also helps residents 
who live a good distance away 
from the subway system, accord-
ing to Jess Nizar, a senior orga-
nizer at the Riders Alliance.

“This signifies an important 
transit improvement for water-
front communities in Astoria 
and LIC,” he said. “Reliable pub-
lic transit means better access to 
community institutions, jobs and 
healthcare for residents.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

The MTA will expand Q13 bus service along the western Queens waterfront on 
weekends, linking Astoria and Long Island City. Photo by Bill Parry

MTA expands Q103 service linking LIC with Astoria
Trial run throughout summer gives riders better access to both cultural institutions and parks

8900 Van Wyck Expressway, Jamaica, NY 11418 • www.jamaicahospital.org

Free 
Newsletter 
Subscription

The Number of Asthma-Related 
Hospitalizations is Higher in 
South East Queens than Anywhere 
in New York City. We Can Help.
For More Information or to Schedule an 
Appointment, Call 718-206-6742



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ̂ slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating 
condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ ^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
1
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CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 $103
Stk# 1382, 3k mi. Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $115

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
5k miles, Stk#3428

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $18,995

EXPLORER2012 FORD

Stk# 2398, 34k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $21,895

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA
$8,995

SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
32k miles, Stk#1616

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

MKS2010 LINCOLN

Stk# 4985, 69k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$15,995
328xi2011 BMW

Stk# 661029, 32k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
M372011 INFINITI

Stk# 1237, 27k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,995
CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 BMW 328xi

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $25,995

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 DODGEGR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $12,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<< PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 130k 544413 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
     MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2012 Volkswagen Passat, 22k 4362 $13,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2011 Infiniti FX-35, 39k 1054 $24,995
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $28,888
             MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995 
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37, 52k 83017 $14,888
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 134954 $16,900



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 4

–1
0,

 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

30

TL



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
ULY 4–10, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
31

TL

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY BILL PARRY

One of the most dangerous 
streets in Long Island City will 
begin to change July 7.

The city Department of 
Transportation will start a proj-
ect that will change 5th Street 
into a one-way road, following a 
year and a half of complaints from 
elected officials and residents.

“The DOT analyzed 5th 
Street between 46th Road and 
50th Avenue for conversion to 
one-way southbound traffic and 
found it feasible,” spokesman 
Nicholas Mosquera said. “This 
will be completed in early July, 
weather permitting. The agency 
also found speed bumps on the 
corridor to be feasible, and these 
will be implemented in the sum-
mer.”

The news follows years of 
town hall meetings and commu-
nity board pressure.

“Fifth Street in Long Island 
City has been plagued with reck-
less driving and speeding for far 
too long,” City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 

said. “Improving traffic safety 
for the residents of the 26th Dis-
trict continues to be a top priority 
for my office. I am proud to have 
fought for these much-needed im-
provements. The one-way conver-
sion and addition of speed bumps 
along 5th Street will make this 
residential strip safer for all local 

residents, families and children 
who live in Long Island City.”

Fifth Street is a narrow road, 
and when cars are parked along 
both sides, there is only 16 to 18 
feet of clearance for two-way traf-
fic.

“It’s been a long time com-
ing,” state Sen. Michael Gianaris 

(D-Astoria) said. “It speaks to how 
rapidly Hunters Point is growing, 
but our traffic infrastructure is 
not keeping up with the rapid de-
velopment and the influx of new 
people.”

The senator added that he 
would like to see the DOT intro-
duce traffic safety measures on 

Center Boulevard next. Earlier 
this month, the two leaders led a 
rally of 250 residents where chil-
dren drew  their own crosswalk 
with chalk on the dangerous 
stretch of road that runs beside 
the luxury high-rise apartment 
buildings and the waterfront 
parks along the East River.

A recent NYPD Motor Vehi-
cle Collision Report found Center 
Boulevard experienced five seri-
ous vehicular collisions during 
the first four months of the year.

“What we really need here 
is a comprehensive study for all 
of Hunters Point,” Gianaris said. 
“This is a grid that was set up 
years ago, long before all these 
buildings went up and the popula-
tion grew so rapidly. We need sev-
eral of these streets redone with 
traffic calming measures. Most 
importantly, we need traffic that 
flows safely.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

The city says 5th Street is too narrow for two-way traffic when cars are parked on both sides of the road. Photo by Bill Parry

5th Street in LIC will soon be one-way road
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Dental Implants
• Crowns/Bridges/Veneer • Root Canal                                                                                                    
• Extrac�ons • Cosme�c/Esthe�c Den�stry 
• Dentures • Braces                                                                      

Call us or visit us today
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Many people look for-
ward to the warm 
weather, particu-

larly senior citizens. Spend-
ing time outdoors can be 
healthy and refreshing, but 
seniors exposed to too much 
sun and heat could be at risk, 
medically.

Each year, exposure to 
high temperatures and hu-
midity leads to hundreds of 
deaths across the country. 
Seniors comprise a large per-
centage of heat-related ill-
nesses and deaths. They have 
a harder time adjusting to 
extreme temperatures than 
younger adults, which puts 
them at risk. Also, certain 
pre-existing medical condi-
tions and medications could 
make older individuals more 

susceptible to heat-related ill-
ness.

One of the factors con-
tributing to seniors’ risk of 
health implications from hot 
weather is their loss of the 
sensation of thirst as they 
grow older. Without the desire 
to drink regularly, individu-
als could become dehydrated 
very easily. This, factored in 
with changes in body temper-
ature regulation, can result 
in confusion, falls and other 
adverse, but preventable, ef-
fects.

Safety is of utmost concern 
during the warm weather. Do 
not take any situation lightly 
because it could affect one’s 
health. Here are some precau-
tions to follow.

SENIORS 
CAN ENJOY 

SUMMERSUMMER
TIMETIME

SAFELY

Continued on Page 34
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Move slowly:
 Rushing around in hot 

weather can cause body 
temperature to rise more 
quickly and make you even 
hotter. Slow down when it 
is warm and do plenty of re-
laxing.

Know the ambient 
temperature 
indoors: 

The heat inside can 
quickly rise. Keep curtains 
and blinds drawn to reduce 
the amount of heat from the 
sun. Check the thermostat to 
fi nd out the temperature. If 
you have an air conditioner 
or fan, turn it on to cool 
down the house if the tem-
perature is creeping above 
85 degrees Fahrenheit. Oth-
erwise, seek a cooler loca-
tion until your home cools 
down.

Drink plenty of 
fluids: 

Beverages — such as wa-

ter, fruit juices, decaffein-
ated teas, and the like — can 
keep you hydrated and in 
top form. Avoid alcoholic 
beverages, soft drinks and 
caffeinated products.

Skip hot, heavy 
meals: 

Opt for cooler fare, such 
as cold sandwiches, fruit, 
and salads to keep your body 
temperature cooler.

Plan outdoor 
activities during 
cooler hours:

If you must spend time 
outdoors, do so early in the 
morning or in the evening 

when the temperatures are 
bound to be lower and less 
taxing.

Indulge in a little 
cooling off:

 Take a dip in a neigh-
borhood pool or treat your-
self to an ice cream sundae. 
Do what you need to stay 
cool.

Don’t ignore signs 
of health problems: 

If you feel dizzy, have 
shortness of breath, have 
stopped sweating or experi-
ence confusion, it could be 
heat exhaustion. Call for 
medical help immediately.

Continued from Page 33
Safety

ELDERCARE TODAY

Many seniors will be 
glad to learn that 
there are steps they 

can take to protect against 
vision problems — starting 
with an eye exam. A regu-
lar exam is key for seniors 
because some eye conditions 
and diseases do not show 
warning signs.

While it is commonly 
known that eye troubles in-
crease rapidly with age — 
particularly after age 65 — a 
lesser-known fact is that vi-
sion loss is also associated 
with a higher incidence of 
falls, injuries, depression 
and social isolation. 

A regular 
examination

As part of an overall 
health-maintenance strat-
egy, the American Academy 

of Ophthalmology urges se-
niors to have a comprehen-
sive eye exam, especially if 
they have not had one in the 
past two years, whether or 
not there are symptoms.

The Academy also en-
courages seniors, their loved 
ones and caregivers to be 
aware of signs that indicate 
vision problems that require 
an eye exam. 

These problems can in-
clude:

• Bumping into or knock-
ing over objects.

• Stepping hesitantly.
• Squinting or tilting the 

head when trying to focus.
• Missing objects when 

reaching.
• Discontinuing everyday 

activities such as reading 
and writing.

Simple, painless eye ex-

ams are crucial in detecting 
an eye disease or condition 
in its early stages, to help 
preserve your sight. During 
the exam, an ophthalmolo-
gist — a medical doctor who 
specializes in eye care — 
will provide a diagnosis and 
treatment of all eye diseases 
and conditions.

Making eye care 
available

Despite medical evidence 
that healthy vision plays a 
critical role in overall health 
and happiness, many older 
adults in the United States 
do not seek regular eye care, 
or face diffi culty accessing 
and paying for health care 
services. 

To ensure that all seniors 
throughout the country have 
access to eye care services, 

nearly 7,000 volunteer oph-
thalmologists are available 
to provide eye care at no out-
of-pocket cost to qualifying 
seniors 65 and older through 
EyeCare America, a pub-
lic service program of the 
Foundation of the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology, 
which matches patients to 
volunteer ophthalmologists.

“Sight problems should 
not be ignored at any age, 
but particularly in seniors, 
as problems are more com-
mon in this group of pa-
tients,” said Dr. Richard P. 
Mills, chairman for EyeCare 
America. “The earlier a pa-
tient seeks medical diagnosis 
and treatment, the greater 
the chances for saving and 
recovering one’s vision.”

NAPS

Seniors should have their 
eyes examined regularly
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For older adults, keeping fit is essen-
tial. While so many forms of exercise 
can be hard on the body, Pilates offers a 
safe alternative to stay in shape while 
reducing the risk of injury that weight-
bearing exercises may cause. With focus 
on controlled breathing and quality of 
movement – not quantity of repetitions 
–experts agree that Pilates is one of the 
best ways for older adults to stay healthy.

If you’re an older adult and haven’t 
exercised in a while, Pilates is a safe way 
to restart a workout program. “Pilates is 
perfect for older adults because it does not 
have the impact on the body other forms of 
exercise do, and is not nearly as severe on 
the joints as most workouts are,” says Ma-
rina I., owner of Bayside Pilates and Fit-
ness. “It really is a gentle way to exercise.”

While conventional workouts tend to 
build short, bulky muscles more prone to in-
jury–especially in the body of older adults– 
Pilates focuses on building a strong 
“core.” The core consists of the deep ab-
dominal muscles and the muscles closest to 
the spine. Many exercises are performed in 
reclining or sitting positions, and most are 
low impact and partially weight-bearing.

Pilates for older adults, particularly 
on a Reformer (resistance-based equip-
ment with springs and ropes connected to 
a sliding padded carriage) is perfect. Ma-
rina explains, “It offers relatively light 
resistance rather than some gym equip-
ment, where even the lightest weight on 
the rack might be too much.”

Pilates centers on movements at the 
core instead of the extremities (arms and 
legs) where potential for injury is greater. 
In contrast with other forms of exercise, 
Pilates maintains complete control around 
the joints. Marina explains, “To the bene-
fit of older adults, Pilates teaches control 
and stability in a small range of motion, 
graduating to a larger range of motion as 
they gain control and confidence.”

Increased control and stability is cru-
cial for older adults as it helps improve 
functional movement, including bal-
ance and posture. “It is natural for peo-
ple to lose some of their balance and co-
ordination as they age. Pilates increases 
strength and flexibility in both the core 
and the legs, which positively affects 
balance. These factors, along with ba-
sic fitness benefits, can help older adults 

reduce the risk of falls,” enthuses Ma-
rina. “Pilates is also a good way to rehab 
from surgical procedures such as hip 
replacement or knee surgery.” 

Pilates also helps with a variety of 
age-related ailments. Arthritis suffer-
ers benefit because the gentle mid-range 
movements decrease the chance of joints 
compressing while maintaining the range 
of motion around them. Pilates can also 
help sufferers of osteoporosis or lumbar 
spinal stenosis. For osteoporosis, simple 
standing Pilates leg exercises may increase 
bone density in both the spine and the hip. 
Exercises for lumbar spinal stenosis can 
stretch tight back muscles and strengthen 
the extensor muscles of the spine, which 
counteracts the forces of gravity that can 
pull people into a hunched position. “The 
exercises are not interchangeable. If you 
have either of these conditions, it is impor-
tant that you inform your Pilates instruc-
tor. The instructor knows how to modify 
exercises so that you do not hurt yourself,” 
advises Marina.

Pilates has also been documented to 
slow or reverse the effects of debilitating 
diseases like Parkinson’s and multiple 
sclerosis. For example, mid-range motion 
of the exercises can help people overcome ri-
gidity and become more limber. It can even 
help with brain traumas like a stroke. 

 “The sooner people who suffer brain 
damage or a stroke can start balance ex-
ercises with Pilates and get their bodies 
moving symmetrically,” says Marina, 
“the better they will fare in their overall 
permanent outcome.” 

Marina I. is a certified Pilates instructor 
at Bayside Pilates & Fitness, 718.224.7476, 
35-16 Bell Blvd., Bayside. She is enthusias-
tic about the health, balance, and quality of 
life contributions Pilates can have on older 
adults. Contact her to discuss getting started 
on improving your quality of life today! 

A D V E R T O R I A L

Pilates and Older Adults: A 
Gentler, Effective Way to Stay Fit

Seniors who are bilin-
gual and have spo-
ken two or more lan-

guages since their youth 
may have cognitive advan-
tages over adults who have 
only spoken one language 
their entire lives.

A new study headed by 
Brian Gold, a neurosci-
entist at the University of 
Kentucky College of Medi-
cine, which was published 
in the journal Neurosci-
ence, found that bilingual-
ism leads to heightened 
mental skills. In the study, 
participants were divided 
into three groups: bilingual 
seniors, monolingual se-
niors, and younger adults. 
Each group was instructed 
to sort colors and shapes in 
a series of simple cognitive 
exercises. The researchers 
used a brain imaging tech-
nique to compare how well 
the subjects switched be-
tween mental tasks. The re-
sults indicated there were 
different patterns of brain 
activity among the groups 
when the tasks were being 
completed.

The patterns showed that 

bilingual seniors were able 
to switch between tasks and 
activate their brains in a 
manner closer to the younger 
subjects. They didn’t have to 
expend much effort, and they 
out-performed their peers 
who were monolingual. The 
researchers surmised the bi-
lingual seniors were using 
their brains more effi ciently.

Other studies have 
shown bilingualism pays 
even more dividends, in-
cluding improved cognitive 
function in those suffering 
from Alzheimer’s disease. 
A study titled “Lifelong Bi-
lingualism Maintains Neu-
ral Effi ciency for Cognitive 
Control in Aging,” found 
that even though seniors 
who spoke dual languages 
had more brain atrophy due 
to Alzheimer’s, they were 
still able to function better 
than individuals with lower 
levels of atrophy who spoke 
one language. Researchers 
believe that being bilingual 
strengthens the brain’s ca-
pacity for doing work, even 
if it is working at a defi cit.

The jury is still out as to 
whether learning a second 

language or moving to a 
foreign country as an adult 
can provide the same level 
of cognitive advantage as 
being bilingual from child-
hood. However, learning 
a new language can help 
keep the brain sharp. Many 
experts now believe learn-
ing a second language is 
no harder when you’re get-
ting on in years than when 
you’re a child. 

There are different 
methods to learning a new 
language:

• Foreign language tapes
• Grammar and vocabu-

lary books from a child’s 
foreign language class

• A foreign language tu-
tor

• Vocabulary index 
cards

• Moving to a foreign 
country and learning 
through immersion

Bilingual seniors have 
distinct cognitive advan-
tages over other people 
who are monolingual. Urg-
ing children to learn a new 
language or learning as an 
adult can have profound ef-
fects on mental abilities.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Cognitive ability better 
among bilingual seniors

Seniors who have been bilingual since childhood have cognitive advantages over those who only 
speak one language.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
An 8-year-old Flushing 

boy, whose father allegedly 
admitted to strangled him 
to death before slitting his 
own wrists Sunday night, 
was identified by police as 
Jerry Kenmoe, the NYPD 
said.

Police said they found 
the boy’s father, Boujeke 
Kenmoe, lying on the 
ground in front of a bath-
room in his first-floor 
apartment on Underhill 
Avenue with self-inflicted 
cuts to both his wrists.

Kenmoe had tried to 
commit suicide and later 
called 911 to request an 
ambulance for him and 
his son, according to the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office. Responding authori-
ties found Jerry’s lifeless 
body face up on a bed in a 
rear bedroom, police said.

Kenmoe allegedly told 
responding officers he had 
strangled the boy, accord-
ing to the NYPD. A prelimi-

nary report by the city’s 
medical examiner’s office 
said Jerry had hemorrhag-
ing in his eyes when he 
was found, a sign the boy 
was likely strangled, the 
DA’s office said. The medi-
cal examiner ruled Jerry’s 
death a homicide Tuesday 
afternoon and concluded it 
was caused by compression 
of his neck.

The father was taken to 
New York Hospital Queens 
to be treated for his own 
injuries and was later ar-
rested on a second-degree 
murder charge, police said.

“This is a horrifying 
case of a father accused of 
murdering his own son, a 
defenseless 8-year-old boy, 
by choking him to death,” 
Queens DA Richard Brown 
said in a statement. “The 
defendant’s actions, if true, 
are incomprehensible in a 
civilized society and must 
be severely punished.”

Neighbors said Ken-
moe seemed like a nice fa-
ther who would often walk 

his son to school.
“To me, he seemed like 

a loving father,” said James 
Lana, a neighbor who lives 
down the block. “Whenever 
I saw him taking him to 
school, they were holding 
hands.”

Lana said he would 
often see Jerry riding his 
bike around the block.

“He was a nice kid. He 
used to ride his bike and 
not bother anyone,” he said. 
“He was a well-behaved boy. 
That’s why it was a shock.”

Kenmoe was still in the 
hospital Tuesday afternoon 
awaiting to be arraigned, 
the DA’s office said.

Neighbors said Ken-
moe appeared to live in 
the apartment by himself 
with the boy. Court records 
showed Kenmoe was di-
vorced from his wife, Orlie 
Siankam, in 2010. Siankam 
could not be reached for 
comment.

If convicted, Kenmoe 
could face 25 years to life in 
prison.

Flushing dad admits killing 
his 8-year-old son: NYPD  

ARE YOU SUFFERING WITH: 
Joint Pain/Arthritis * Diabetes * High Cholesterol  

High Blood Pressure * Heart Disease
Allergies * Asthma * Skin Legions/Tags/Mass

 We accept majority of the insurances 
Appointments available early mornings, late evenings and weekends 

MTA Bus Q110, last stop of F train
NYC Bus connection Q1, Q2, Q3,Q17, Q36, Q43, Q76, Q77, X68

Ahmadur Rahman MD PC
Primary Care/Internal Medicine

179-43A Hillside Ave., Jamaica, NY 11432

718-262-8830

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Fireworks glitter in the sky near the Hellgate Bridge. Photo by Steven Malecki

State Sen. Michael Gianaris helps to kick off the 
opening ceremony. Photo by Steven Malecki

The Central Astoria Local De-
velopment Coalition celebrated the 
Fourth of July early with a Grucci 
fireworks display Monday evening. 
Thousands packed Astoria park for 
the festivities.

Celebrating Independence
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Former Mayor David Dinkins 
loved to spread the gospel of New 
York City’s eclectic makeup of cul-
tures and people by referring to it as 
a “gorgeous mosaic.” 

Astoria comedian Christian 
Finnegan agrees with Dinkins’ sen-
timents about The Big Apple to a 
point. 

“When people talk about mosa-
ics, everyone talks about the pretty 
glass and tile pieces,” Finnegan 
said. “Nobody talks about the hard 
goo that holds it all together and 
keeps the pieces separated.”

For Finnegan it is the meta-
phorical goo — providing real and 
imagined oases in the urban jungle 
— that keeps most New Yorkers 
sane. It’s a theme he explores in his 
one-man show “Gorgeous Mosaic,” 
which he debuted at Manhattan’s 
People’s Improv Theater in late 
spring. 

For about an hour, and with 
only a few sheets of notes on a nearby 
music stand and a lone glass of water 
on a low table, Finnegan regales the 
audience with humorous and some-
what irreverent anecdotes about his 
life in New York. 

To say Finnegan has a love-
hate relationship with his adopted 
hometown would be kind of an un-
derstatement. 

“You’re not a real New Yorker 
until you think you’d be happier 
somewhere else,” Finnegan told the 
crowd. 

Raised in the tony Boston sub-
urb of Acton, Mass., Finnegan, 41, 
arrived in the city in 1991 to study 
acting and play writing at New York 
University. 

He had performed in high 
school musicals, including the lead 
in “Grease,” and he had a role in a 
mostly white production of “The 
Wiz” — it was the Boston suburbs — 
and eventually transferred to a per-
forming arts high school in Natick, 
Mass. But not long after arriving at 
NYU, he soured on the profession. 

“I got sick of actors and theater 
in general,” he said. “I didn’t want 
to be an oracle for somebody else’s 
work.”

The answer turned out to be 
something funny: stand-up comedy. 

Finnegan could write his own 
material and almost immediately 
perform it for an audience. 

While finding his voice, 
Finnegan discovered he did not fit 
neatly into any of the industry’s la-
bels for comics. 

“When I started, I was too alter-
native for mainstream places and 
not alternative enough for alterna-
tive clubs,” Finnegan said. 

But he performed wherever he 

TimesLedger, July 4-10, 2014

Comedian Christian Finnegan turns his 
New York experience into one-man show 

‘Gorgeous Mosaic’

Comedian Christian Finnegan has written a new monologue about his experiences in New York City called “Gorgeous 
Mosaic.” Photo courtesy Kyle Makrauer  Continued on Page 40

FUNNY
BUSINESS
going on in Astoria
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Answers in Sports

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

PRODUCTIONS

“A Revue for You: From Stage 
to Screen” — The First String 
Players celebrate the music of 
Broadway and the movies. 
When: Friday, July 11, at 8 pm; 
Saturday, July 12, at 8 pm and 
Sunday, July 13, at 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-
01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: www.
fi rststringplayers.org

“Gypsy” — Based on the life of 
stripper Gypsy Rose Lee, this 
classic American musical by 
Stephen Sondheim, Jule Styne 
and Arthur Laurents includes a 
dozen Broadway standards. 
When: Friday, July 18 to Sunday, 
Aug. 3, Friday and Saturdays at 
8 pm, Sundays at 3 pm

Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Fiddler on the Roof” — JABEN, 
USA, SuperNova Productions 
and The Josephine Foundation 
present the classic musical about 
traditions and a changing world. 
When: July 18 to July 26
Where: Immaculate 
Conception Center Theater, 
72-00 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: $25/general, $40/VIP 
seating
Contact: (516) 334-1536
Website: www.
thejosephinefoundation.org

“Summer Serenade” — 

Maggie’s Little Theater stages 
a musical revue to benefi t the 
renovation of St. Margaret 
Parish Hall.
When: July 19 to July 27, 
Saturdays at 8 pm and Sundays 
at 2:30 pm
Where: St. Margaret Parish Hall, 
66-05 79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, 
$12/children 11 and under
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

V ISI T US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Summer Entertainment 
Lineup

The Home Of Euro-Soul Cuisine

Situated on the border of Queens and Long Island is New York’s Newest upscale dining and ultra lounge. Pa-Nash is quickly becoming the talk of 
the town. They offer a unique Eurosoul Menu which is a Mediterranean and Moroccan fl are fused with Caribbean and Soul Food fl avors.

Open for Dinner Tues. - Thurs 5pm - 10pm, Fri & Sat 5pm-12am. Lounge Open Weds - Sat. 9pm - 2am with entertainment each night.
Come see what everyone is talking about and you too will “Live Life With A Dash Of Pa-Nash!”

www.panashnyc.com

Upscale & Stylish Dining 
is Now in Southeast Queens

Sunday Brunch Upscale Dress Code 
Fully Enforced RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

144–14 243rd Street
Rosedale, NY 11422

Tel: 718–978–6094

BY MERLE EXIT

Although the actu-
al day is still more than 
a month away, Louis 
Armstrong’s birthday 
festivities got under 
way this past weekend 
and continue through 
the Fourth of July. 

Born in August, 
Armstrong adopted 
July 4 as his birthday 
and his adopted home-
town of Corona was the 
site of a celebration of 
music devoted to Satch-
mo Sunday, featuring 
two concerts held in the 
shadows of the iconic 
Unisphere. 

In case you missed 
the performances, you 
still have time to join in 
the birthday party. 

The Louis Arm-
strong House Museum 
34-56 107th St. in Corona 

once again hosts its “Hot 
Jazz Cool Garden Summer 

Concert Series.”
This Friday, at 

2 pm, Emily Asher’s 
Garden Party, led by 
trombonist Asher, 
kicks things off with its 
version of red hot New 
York City jazz. 

Plus, because it is 
Armstrong’s birthday 
as well as July 4, a soul 
food luncheon, com-
plete with Armstrong’s 
famous red beans and 
rice along with sweet 
tea, will be served. 
That will be followed 
by birthday cake. 

Other concerts 
this summer include 
the Bria Skonberg 
Quartet July 19 and 
Gordon Au and the 
Grand Street Stompers 
Aug. 16.

For tickets and in-
formation go to www.

louisarmstronghouse.org 

Louis Armstrong House 
plans birthday celebration

Louise Armstrong celebrates his birth-
day with a cake. Photo courtesy Louis 

Armstrong House Museum

Rockaway Beach 
played host to a pair of 
famous faces Sunday dur-
ing the opening day of the 
MoMA PS1’s Rockaway! 
festival in Fort Tilden.

Actor James Franco 
and singer Patti Smith 
took part in a reading of 
Walt Whitman’s poetry, 
and Smith also performed 
acoustic songs after the 

readings. The free public 
arts festival, sponsored 
by the Jamaica Bay-Rock-
away Parks Conservancy, 
is being held in celebration 
of Fort Tilden’s reopening 
after renovations follow-
ing Superstorm Sandy in 
October 2012.

The festival runs 
through Sept. 1, according 
to MoMA PS1.

Poetry and music fi ll the air 
during Ft. Tilden homecoming

Hundreds listen to the performances at Fort Tilden. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Actor James Franco smiles 
while taking part in the poetry 
reading in the Rockaways. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

Across
1. Explorer of kiddie TV
5. Grouch's expression
10. "Moby-Dick" captain
14. Guinness and others
15. Drink served with 
marshmallows
16. Italian money
17. Evangelist
19. Monthly pmt.
20. Eye site
21. Chryslers named after a 
Spanish explorer
23. Himalayan legends
26. Deep cut
27. Very angry
30. Stadium cheer
33. Mideast ruler
34. Pressure
36. Govt. agency that has your 
number
37. Oodles
38. Suffix with president
39. 1920's chief justice
40. Legendary Giant
41. "___ can help it"
44. Some TV's
45. Fix, as leftovers
47. Destination in Mali
49. Way out
50. Entrap
51. Delta follower
54. Group of geese
58. A little night music
59. Claire McCaskill, for one
62. Gait faster than a walk
63. Dress style
64. Brief beliefs
65. Dines
66. Peter and the Wolfe?
67. Biblical pronoun

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

July 4-10, 2014

By Ed Canty

Hit or Miss

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A C I D E W E R R A S E

T H O U S A V E D E L A Y

O U T O F T H E P I C T U R E

M B A A E O N L L A M A S

O R E O S L I M

S L A L O M S L I V E R E D

M O T I F L O A N U P A

O U T O F C O M M I S S I O N

C P A R O M S T E N D S

K E R O S E N E B U N G E E

W E D S T O D D

S C E N E I M A G I P H I

O U T I N T H E B O O N I E S

L E T N O A L O T E T A L

D R U G S T O A T A L E

Down
1. Like many a cellar
2. Assortment
3. Sabbath activity
4. Alloy analysts
5. Went quickly
6. Swindle
7. Andean stew vegetable
8. Microsoft product
9. What hens do?
10. Nearly
11. Go to bed
12. Jason's ship
13. Spelling contests
18. News bit
22. Francisco and Paulo
24. Yukon native
25. Gibraltar and Dover
27. Bronze Star's significance
28. Overact

29. Satisfied, as a meal
31. ___ as a pig
32. Island in the East
China Sea
35. Spritelike
39. John Wayne classic
41. Hammer's target
42. Armchair partner
43. Mature insects
46. Has life
48. Meister ___ (beer brand)
51. Luncheon end
52. Prefix with legal
53. Cairo's river
55. Actress Lillian
56. Like some excuses
57. First word of Mass. motto
60. "Yes, ___!"
61. ___-Cone

OUT OF LUCK

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4571 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

SERVING: Steak  Chicken  Veal
Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

OPEN AT NOON 7 DAYS A WEEK

Babich Family Owned 
Since 1939

H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

IN OUR 75TH YEAR!

could, using the city’s di-
verse club scene as a com-
edy classroom. 

“The alternative au-
diences want something 
real and organic,” he said. 
“At the mainstream places 
I learned how to hone my 
craft. I love being able to do 
both, but it sort of makes 
you a man without a coun-
try.”

Eventually Finnegan 
found a home on basic 
cable television, when 
VH1 tapped him to be one 
of the talking heads for a 
new show, “I Love the 80s.” 
Finnegan and a slew of 
other young comics would 
offer funny and often off-
color quips about video 
clips from the 1980s.

The network gave the 
green light to the show, but 
not to Finnegan. 

“It had been an inter-
nal pilot, just to show the 
executives what it would 
be like,” Finnegan said. 
“When the show got picked 
up, they said, ‘get rid of the 

nobodies.’”
He had better luck 

with his second VH1 proj-
ect, “Best Week Ever.” 

This program’s format 
focused on popular culture 
and celebrity news but still 
provided comedians with 
an outlet to showcase their 
humor. 

National exposure 
helped prop up Finnegan’s 
profile with comedy club 
owners around the country, 

who started to book him for 
shows. 

But traveling present-
ed a whole new set of prob-
lems for this New York-cen-
tric performer. 

“A lot of the material I 
had written can’t be taken 
on the road,” Finnegan 
said. “So much of it is local, 
and about New York.”

As more of his obser-
vations about city life de-
veloped into humorous and 
sometimes absurdist mono-
logues, “Gorgeous Mosaic” 
started to take shape. 

During the show, he 
discusses some of the differ-
ences between Queens and 
its neighbor to the south. 

“There’s no mythol-
ogy to living in Queens,” 
Finnegan said. “In Brook-
lyn, everyone is all, ‘what 
does it mean to be from 
Brooklyn?’ In Queens, peo-
ple are like, ‘that’s nice, but 
I have to go to work.’”

He riffs on the Disney-
fication of New York, which 
he blames on Former May-
or Michael Bloomberg. Not 
only is the “bad old New 

York” gone, but the current 
one leaves Finnegan a bit 
cold. 

“No one lives in Man-
hattan. It’s too expensive,” 
Finnegan said. “It’s become 
like a living history theme 
park.”

Following the ini-
tial two-night run at PIT, 
Finnegan expects to con-
tinue tweaking the piece. 

He envisions Power-
point slides and music to 
accompany certain parts 
of the show before he intro-
duces “Gorgeous Mosaic” 
2.0.

“I want to book anoth-

er run, have investors come 
and hire a real director,” 
Finnegan said. 

His schedule will also 
be filled with appearances 
at comedy clubs around the 
country. 

“There’s nothing like 
one person with a micro-
phone. It’s so clean. It’s so 
simple,” Finnegan said. 
“It’s as close to an artist 
as you can come. Plus I get 
twitchy if I don’t do stand-
up.”

And despite some re-
cent success with his role 
on the TBS series “Are We 
There Yet?” Finnegan does 

not see a move to sitcom ac-
tor coming anytime soon, 
especially if that required 
working in Hollywood. 

“I like L.A., but it’s not 
home,” Finnegan said. “I 
can travel a lot, but I always 
know I’m coming back to 
New York. It’s like a disease 
you catch.”

Christian Finnegan’s 
stand-up show, “The Fun 
Part,” is now available on 
Netflix. For more informa-
tion about Finnegan and 
his upcoming performances 
check his website at www.
christianfinnegan.com.

FUNNY BUSINESS GOING ON IN ASTORIA
Continued from Page 37

Astoria’s Christian Finnegan 
performs at Boston’s Wilbur 
Theater during the tap-
ing of a new comedy spe-
cial titled “The Fun Part.” 

Photo courtesy The Wilbur
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Community Day at Noguchi — 
The museum will be free to visit 
and include an open studio, 
public tour and conversation 
about a particular piece of art.
When: Sunday, July 6, from 11 
am - 6 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

MUSIC

Warm Up 2014 — MoMA PS 1 
weekly outdoor music series 
continues with DJ EZ, Todd 
Edwards, Maxmillion Dunbar, 
Ramona Lisa and J-CUSH.
When: Saturday, July 5, from 3 
pm to 9 pm, doors open at noon
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City

Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Metropolitan Opera Recital 
— This concert features three 
young Met singers performing 
arias and duets from various 
operas. 
When: Thursday, July 10, at 7 
pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Bon Jersey — A Bon Jovi 
tribute band performs.
When: Thursday, July 10, at 
7:30 pm
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Waterfront Concert at 
Astoria Park — Central Astoria 
Local Development Coalition 
presents its annual series 
featuring Strawberry Fields, a 
tribute to The Beatles. 
When: Thursday, July 10, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard between the 
Hell Gate Bridge and the pool.
Cost: Free
Website: www.centralastoria.
org

Mets Concert Series — The 
Mets concert series shows take 
place following that day’s game, 
and the show is included in the 
price of the game ticket.
When: Saturday, July. 12 — 
Huey Lewis and the News; and 
Saturday, Aug. 16 — Boyz II Men
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $17 — $163
Website: newyorkmets.mlb.
com

FILM
 
Outdoor Cinema 2014 at 
Socrates — The international 
fi lm festival presents “La 
Pirogue” from Senegal. The 
evening begins with musical 
and dance performances. 

DOES A BEAR SWIM IN THE WOODS?
Bouba, a young Andean bear, goes for a swim at the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Queen 
Zoo. The 2–year-old male, who made his debut in Queens last fall, shares a habitat with a fe-
male Andean bear named Spangles. Photo courtesy Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

When: Wednesday, July 9, at 
7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

“The Wizard of Oz” — Bring a 
low chair of blanket to watch 
this 1939 classic movie. 
When: Wednesday, July 9, at 
7 pm
Where: 111th Street Parking Lot, 

Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

DANCE

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Mondays, through July 7, 
from 6 pm - 7:30 pm
Where: Wallenberg Square 
in Forest Park, Metropolitan 
Avenue and Park Lane South, 
Woodhaven

Cost: Free
Weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons.

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Wednesdays, through 
July 30, from 7 pm - 8:30 pm 
Where: Little Bay Park, Cross 
Island Parkway near the 
Clearview Expressway
Cost: Free
Northeast Queens Parks holds 
weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons. At the July 30 fi nale, a 
live band will perform.

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway
Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

$7.50 LUNCH MENU!
Tuesday–Friday 12pm–5:30pm 

SOUP AND SIDE HOUSE SALAD

ENTRÉE SALADS:

PASTA

FLATBREAD SANDWICH & SIDE HOUSE SALAD

SMALL PIZZA & SODA

20% OFF CATERING!
FREE DELIVERY
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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there’s transportation.”
Many protesters at 

Saturday’s rally made men-
tion of the fact that the 
Staten Island Ferry serves 
a similar purpose as the 
one in Rockaway and said 
it was unfair to cut funding 
for the one in Queens. The 

rally planned for last week-
end was one way residents 
said they plan to spread the 
word to the rest of the city 
about how important the 
Rockaway Ferry is to their 
community.

Philip McManus, rep-
resenting the Rockaway 
United to Save the Ferry 
and the Queens Public 
Transit Committee, said he 
and other homeowners plan 

to keep the pressure on city 
officials to make sure they 
understand how much the 
community needs funding 
for the ferry.

“After Sandy, a lot 
of people said ‘Enough is 
enough,’” he said. “We need 
to fight for a better city, and 
Rockaway is a part of that 
city. There’s no doubt we 
need this.”

shouldn’t be just jazz or 
just Armstrong because 
he believed in all kinds of 
music,” Rosenstock said. 
“He traveled the world as 
a musical ambassador and, 
I think, to some, Queens is 
an ambassador to the new 
ethnicities and people com-
ing to America.”

Planning for the festi-
val began about a year and 
a half ago, Rosenstock said, 
and the events he was able 
to schedule encompass the 
diversity that Armstrong 
stood for. The festival’s 
only indoor event of the day 
was the photo exhibit that 
showed never-before-seen 

images of Armstrong at 
the 1964 World’s Fair June 
29, a day that was declared 
Louis Armstrong Day by 
the fair organizers.

The series of photos, 
taken by Armstrong’s close 
friend Jack Bradley, pro-
vided a glimpse into how 
the trumpeter spent a his-
toric day at the park that 
was just blocks from the 
home he cherished.

“He loved the neigh-
borhood,” Rosenstock said. 
“He had the money to move 
to Manhattan or to any-
where, but he wanted to 
stay here in Queens.”

Rosenstock said the 
college plans to make the 
festival an annual event, 
and he envisions the cele-
bration growing into a two-
day, multimillion-dollar 

festival in the future.
Jon Faddis, one of the 

festival’s performers who 
played trumpet in a quar-
tet, said after his perfor-
mance that he was glad to 
see people come out and cel-
ebrate Armstrong’s legacy.  
He said it was about time 
there was a festival dedicat-
ed to what he stood for.

“You know, his music 
was once so powerful that 
it was able to stop a war 
in Africa,” Faddis said, re-
ferring to  the strife right 
before the Congo became 
independent in 1960. “We 
could all use some of that 
now.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

the observation decks at 
the top of each tower.

If there is money left 
over, it will go to a lighting 
system but additional fund-
ing will likely be needed, 
according to borough presi-
dent spokesman Michael 
Scholl.

It has been a big year 
for the Pavilion, the Space 
Age-style structure de-
signed by legendary ar-
chitect Philip Johnson for 
the 1964 Word’s Fair. The 
50th anniversary was cel-
ebrated along with the 75th 
anniversary of the 1939 
World’s Fair in May, draw-
ing 60,000 visitors to Flush-
ing Meadow Corona Park.

In April, the National 
Fund for Historic Preserva-
tion designated the Pavil-

ion as one of its “National 
Treasures,” recognizing 
historical, cultural or ar-
chitecturally important 
sites as part of an effort to 
raise awareness and fund-
ing for their preservation. 
The Pavilion is one of only 
44 sites in the country to 
bear the designation.

“Restoring the Pavil-
ion is the right thing to do 
at just the right time,” New 
York Landmarks Conser-
vancy President Peg Breen 
said. “The restored Pavil-
ion will be a wonderful rep-
resentation of the vitality 
of the borough and provide 
space for all kinds of events 
that will draw not just peo-
ple from Queens, but people 
from around the city and 
visitors from around the 
world.”

It was also announced 
last week that the preser-
vation group People for the 
Pavilion will partner with 

the Conservancy to estab-
lish itself as a nonprofit.

“That will allow us to 
raise money for programs 
to raise the awareness of 
the structure,” People for 
the Pavilion co-founder Sal-
maan Khan said. “My goal 
is to have someone working 
full time on this project. 
Things have really started 
to roll since our kickoff 
event in January.”

The group was behind 
the effort to open the Pavil-
ion to the public for the first 
time since 1987. More than 
5,000 visitors turned out for 
that event in April.

Khan said the eventu-
al lighting of the Pavilion 
would create an even bigger 
buzz about the structure.

“I think it’s a great 
idea,” he said. “It’s a shrewd 
strategic move on the bor-
ough president’s part. What 
better way to raise aware-
ness than to light it up?”

LATE PAGE

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The borough’s plant 
and craft beer lovers will 
have a chance to combine 
their passions this sum-
mer.

The Queens Botanical 
Garden has announced its 
inaugural Brew Fest July 
19 to celebrate the 50th and 
75th anniversaries of the 
World’s Fair.

“It’s an untouched gem 
in the heart of Queens, so 
why not come out, have a 
beer and enjoy it?” said Re-
gina Forlenza, manager of 
visitors services and public 
programs for the garden.

Beer drinkers will be 
able to choose from more 
than 50 brews provided 
by at least 20 breweries 

from around the world at 
the event, called “Taste 
the World: Botanical Brew 
Fest.”

Organizers first got 
the idea for the event when 
they heard the 1939 World’s 
Fair in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park had held an 
exhibit called the Lowen-
brau Gardens, which was 
a reconstruction of a Ba-
varian-style beer-serving 
restaurant.

The Garden decided it 
would try to recreate it, but 
with more of an emphasis 
on craft beer and brewer-
ies, which try to be eco-
friendly.

The nonprofit has 
partnered with Union Beer 
Distributors for the event.

“They are like-minded 

in their mission,” Forlenza 
said of the Brooklyn-based 
beer distributor. “They 
have solar power in their 
warehouses and we’re al-
ways trying to partner 
with companies looking 
to lower their own carbon 
footprint.”

Most of the beers are 

from the tri-state area, but 
there are also some from as 
far away as Thailand.

Food will also be avail-
able to soak up some of the 
beer. Some of the offerings 
will include chocolate-
dipped bacon, cannoli and 
sweet and savory crepes.

For beer enthusiasts 

wishing to brew their own 
suds, home brew stores will 
also be on site to give brew-
ing demonstrations.

Tickets can be pur-
chased online through the 
Queens Botanical Garden’s 
website and cost $45 in ad-
vance and $50 at the door.

Organizers expect 

more than 1,200 beer drink-
ers to descend on the gar-
den for the festival, which 
will have a session from 
noon to 3 p.m. and another 
from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m. Par-
ticipants will each receive 
a 2-ounce sample glass to 
taste as much or as little 
beer as they want in the 
three-hour sessions.

Forlenza said the event 
will go on rain or shine as 
there will be tents set up to 
provide cover.

Organizers said they 
hope the event will become 
an annual affair.

“We really wanted to 
do something unique by 
bringing people outdoors,” 
she said.

The Queens Botanical Garden is set to kick off its inaugural “Taste the World: Botanical Brew Fest.” 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens Botanical Garden hosts inaugural Brew Fest
Nonprofi t invites beer drinkers to taste the world with recreation of 1939 World’s Fair exhibit

Continued from Page 4 

Pavilion
Continued from Page 5 

Armstrong

where they are,” Bibi said. 
“I tell her that they’re up 
there with the birds, but 
I keep her remembering 
them.”

Bibi said she and her 
family planned to visit the 
cemetery the next day, the 
official one-year mark, 
where Anil and Jestina are 
buried, and she said they 
would place flowers at the 
grave as well as the site of 
the crash.

As time passes and the 

family’s wounds begin to 
heal, Bibi said she would 
continue to make sure her 
granddaughter learns more 
about the loving parents 
she never got the chance to 
get to know.

“She’ll know them as 
she grows up,” she said. 
“I’ll make sure of that.”

Ferry
Continued from Page 4 

Memorial
Continued from Page 9 
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Sunnyside has become 
a magnet for the arts.

In June, a new gallery 
opened its doors, and the 
owner, Garry O’Callaghan, 
as his first order of busi-
ness, invited local emerg-
ing artists to display and 
sell their collections at this 
eclectic spot. 

“I think this is go-
ing to work here,” said 
O’Callaghan, a carpenter 
who has designed sev-
eral bars and restaurants 
throughout New York City. 
His work includes the res-
toration of the Fraunces 
Tavern, a historic building 
in downtown Manhattan 
erected in 1719.

The Apollonia Gallery 
and Emporium, at 48-14 
Skillman Ave., will have a 
formal inauguration party. 
Although the business al-
ready operates on a regular 
basis, its grand opening is 
scheduled for July 13. The 
gallery’s art manager is 
Ann O’Connor.

“A lot of artists live 
around here,” said Damian 
Lee, a partner in the busi-
ness. “There are two more 
galleries in the neighbor-
hood, and that’s always 
good.”

Aside from the paint-
ings and collections that 
already hang from the gal-
lery’s walls, the new place 

features custom-made fur-
niture by O’Callaghan. The 
owner of Apollonia also re-
stores tables, chairs, closets 
and other amenities. The 
professional carpenter is in 
the midst of completing the 
restoration of a prewar ce-
ramic bathtub, which is on 
display at the shop.

But the operation is 
not limited to viewing. 

O’Callaghan plans to hold 
art and photography class-
es at the gallery. The les-
sons will be taught after 
business hours, which are 
Tuesday through Friday 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and 
Saturdays and Sundays 
from 10.30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

“When we close the 
gallery we will have the 
evening classes for adults,” 

explained the owner of 
Apollonia, named after his 
dog Apollo, who died a few 
years ago.

Neighborhood young-
sters will also be able to 
attend art classes. On Sat-
urdays, one instructor will 

be on hand for an hour-long 
class to show the younger 
artists the fascinating 
world of painting.

“Parents can drop 
off their kids for an hour 
and run some errands 
in the meantime,” said 
O’Callaghan. “But if they 
don’t want to leave their 
kids, they can just sit and 
wait in the gallery. We will 
set up a table so they can 
enjoy themselves while the 
kids are in painting class.”

O’Callaghan said the 
gallery has already been 
successful and sold some 
works. One of them had a 
price tag of $1,800. For ev-
ery piece sold at Apollonia, 
the owners will get a com-
mission.

“We have a lot of paint-
ings,” added O’Callaghan. 
“But right now, we are just 
putting up the ones that 
match the decoration of the 
gallery.”

Neighbors received the 
opening of the gallery with 
open arms.

“Some people are just 
dropping by and saying 
hello,” said O’Callaghan.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Art of business is on display in Sunnyside
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titions.
James McClelland, 

first vice chairman of the 
county party, said the bor-
ough organization would 
rally behind an Ognibene 
campaign if someone from 

his team reached out to it.
“He didn’t mention 

that he was running,” Mc-
Clelland said of Ognibene’s 
appearance at the mid-June 
meeting.

Still, McClelland, a 
GOP district leader in the 
37th state Assembly Dis-
trict, currently represented 
by Assemblywoman Cath-
erine Nolan (D-Sunnyside), 

said every Republican club 
in the borough except the 
Ronald Reagan Republican 
Club was represented at the 
mid-June meeting.

He spoke optimistical-
ly about a year-long study 
of the county’s bylaws and 
the creation of a committee 
to facilitate communication 
among clubs.

blocked off with caution 
tape around 10 a.m.

The next-door neigh-

bor, who said he has lived 
in the area his whole life, 
said the neighborhood had 
improved greatly over the 
years and crimes such as 
this one had become a rare 
occurrence.

No suspects had been 

identified and the investi-
gation was ongoing.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 16 

“Living in New York 
has become a prison sen-
tence,” he said. “How many 
of you are just counting the 
days until you can leave? 
Unless we make funda-
mental changes now, my 
kids will never have a shot 
in New York state. The op-
portunities are going to be 
elsewhere and the taxes 
are going to be lower else-
where.”

Astorino was also 
asked about the public 
school tax credit initia-

tive that aimed to offer tax 
breaks to private citizens 
who donate to public school 
institutions. The bill failed 
to come to a vote in the 
state Legislature before the 
session closed at the end of 
June.

Astorino, who said he 
has three children current-
ly in public school, said he 
supported the bill and said 
improvements to public 
education are important to 
him and his political agen-
da. He also said he was in 
favor of including private 
and parochial schools in 
the program.

“This will not hurt 
public education in any 

way, shape or form,” he said 
of the bill. “We want a very 
good public education sys-
tem in our schools, but we 
want accountability, too.”

With about four 
months to go until Election 
Day, Astorino said he is 
confident his campaign has 
been successful and said 
he thinks this could be the 
year the Republican Party 
can start to help turn the 
state around.

“Why should we settle 
for second best?’” he asked. 
“We shouldn’t. This is New 
York and it doesn’t have 
to be that way. Let’s make 
New York great again.”

say about the waterway’s 
future.

Close to 30 people filed 
into the St. Pancras School 
Monday to listen to the 
Parks Department detail 
preliminary construction 
plans.

Joelle Byrer, Parks’ 
Queens capital team lead-
er, said contractors would 
be creating narrow gravel 
paths so trucks could be 
brought in to build and 
maintain the culverts, 
channels used to drain one 
basin into the others should 
they amass dangerous lev-
els of water.

Many attendees said 
the project would bar them 

from the path that lines  the 
perimeter of the reservoir, 
disrupt a landscape they 
have sought to turn into 
mapped wetlands and in-
fringe on an ecosystem that 
has flourished since the 
reservoir stopped serving 
as a water supply in about 
1990.

“You have an impor-
tant, scientific flyway here 
— 150 varieties of birds and 
you’re going to destroy it,” 
said Tom Dowd, who sits on 
Community Board 5’s Parks 
Committee, while saying he 
did not understand the haz-
ards presented by keeping 
the reservoir in its present 
state. “You’re creating an 
environment that won’t be 
used unless you have a bib-
lical flood. Does that make 
sense?”

Byrer said close to 470 
trees would be lost during 
the work, but 512 new 2-to-
3-inch saplings would be 
planted near the reservoir 
in addition to 200 incom-
ing trees slated for the sur-
rounding Highland Park.

She emphasized that 
the project plans were pre-
pared to ensure that park 
patrons had access to por-
tions of the path during 
construction and that near-
by habitats are not altered.

Hazards aside, Byrer 
said standards written af-
ter Hurricane Katrina re-
quired Parks to act.

“These are punctures 
that will allow us to be in 
compliance with the new 
regulations,” she said. “We 
must be in compliance by 
August.”

Continued from Page 4 

Astorino

Continued from Page 2 
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Keeping

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Shooting
Continued from Page 6 
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IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

 

  

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Queens enjoyed one of 

its best softball seasons in 
recent years.

St. Francis Prep, after 
an up-and-down regular 
season, broke its five-year 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
title drought by sweeping 
a resurgent Mary Louis in 
the final.

Construction reached 
its second-straight PSAL 
Class A title game, but this 
time fell to Tottenville. And 
Bayside and its seniors 
brought the program back 
to the semifinal round for 
the first time since 2008.

Scholars Academy 
completed a wild, seventh-
inning comeback to top 
Robert H. Goddard for the 
PSAL Class B crown. Arch-
bishop Molloy rebounded 
from a tough 2013 to win 
the diocesan regular sea-
son crown.

Here are the play-
ers who helped propel the 
teams in Queens to great 
heights this year:

All-Queens Player of 

the Year: Britney Rodri-

guez, Construction

Rodriguez did ev-
erything you could ask 
from a player on a softball 
diamond. She was the Red 
Hawks’ best hitter and 
pitcher, leading them to 
the city title game for the 
second-straight year.

The senior batted 
.727. She drove in 51 runs 
and scored 38 times dur-
ing the regular season. In 
the circle, Rodriguez went 
15-1 with a 2.04 ERA, while 
striking out 163 batters in 
89 innings.

All-Queens Coach 

of the Year: Ann Marie 

Rich, St. Francis Prep

Championships had 
eluded Rich and St. Francis 
Prep during the last five 
seasons despite the Terri-
ers never missing the dioc-
esan championship series. 
This year, the longtime 
head woman turned in one 
of the best coaching perfor-
mances of her career.

Rich successfully 
meshed the talents of 
young players with 
those of SFP’s 
strong veteran 
core. The group 
improved and ex-
celled when it mat-
tered most to win the 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
title as the No. 3 seed.

All-Queens Softball 

First Team

2B Tara Bernstein, 
Bayside

The Pace-bound Bern-
stein kick-started the pow-
erful Commodores’ offense 
all season with her bat and 
her legs. She hit .605, scored 
31 runs and stole 31 bases 
during the regular season. 
Bernstein is also an accu-
rate fielder and one of the 
squad’s vocal leaders.

CF Briana Emanuele, 
St. Francis Prep

The senior turned in 
one of her best performanc-
es in a Terriers’ uniform. 
She provided a steady bat 
in the No. 3 spot of the bat-
ting order. Emanuele hit 
.393 with 20 runs scored 
and six RBIs in the league. 
She moved from third and 
played a sterling center-
field to anchor the St. Fran-
cis Prep outfield.

P Heidi Gomez, Bay-
side

Gomez found a new 
level of dominance in the 
pitching circle and contin-
ued to be one of the city’s 
best hitters. She went 14-1 

from the mound, had a 1.27 
ERA and struck out 133 bat-
ters while walking just 21 
during the regular season. 
Gomez hit .591 with 10 home 
runs and 28 RBIs.

P Nicole Hubbert, Mary 
Louis

The senior was the 
driving force behind the 
Hilltoppers’ bounce-back 
campaign. Hubbert 

was TMLA’s 
hard-throw-

ing ace. She 
tossed a 

1 - 0 

complete 
game victory over 
Archbishop Molloy in 
the semifinal and was 
nearly impossible to get 
out at the plate.

C Kelly Licul, St. 
Francis Prep

Licul turned up 
her game in the play-
offs and powered 
SFP to its first di-
ocesan title since 
2008. The junior 
batted .426 and 
scored 17 runs. 
She hit a huge 
homer in a semi-
final victory over 
Fontbonne. Behind 
the plate, she kept 
runners from steal-
ing extra bases and 
helped develop young 
pitchers.

1B Taylor 
Moss, Archbishop 
Molloy

The Holy 
Cross-bound Moss 

remained one of 
the city’s most 
dangerous hit-
ters, one you 
didn’t want to 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
Early missed oppor-

tunities and late mistakes 
equaled a fourth-straight 
loss for New York City in 
the Empire Challenge.

The five 
boroughs fell 
24-18 to their 
Long Island 
counterparts 
in the 19th 
annual football game at 
Hofstra University June 
25. The senior all-star 
event benefits the Boomer 
Esiason Foundation for 
cystic fibrosis.

Holy Cross linebacker 
Jordan Francklin, who 
had a tackle and a half of 
a sack, said the game came 
down to a couple of plays 
his team did not make.

“The little things 
count,” Francklin said. “It 
was a heck of an experi-
ence.”

It was one he made 
sure to enjoy despite the 
loss. Francklin said his 
brother Reggie missed out 
on a chance to play in the 
game because of an injury. 
Just suiting up was special 
for him.

“I was going hard,” 
Francklin said. “I was try-
ing to play for him.”

The city came out and 
looked like they were go-
ing to strike first on the 
opening drive, but on 4th 
and 8 from the Long Island 
13, Anthony Cruz’s pass to 
Malik Andrews was batted 

away by Long Is-
land’s Jake Car-
lock.

St. Francis 
Prep running 
back Justin 

Guerre, who had 23 yards 
on the ground, saw his team 
struggle on fourth down in 
the opening stages of the 
game. New York City was 
just 1-for-4 on fourth down 
in the first half. Guerre 
himself was stopped on 4th 
and 5 from the Long Island 
27 on NYC’s second drive.

“We wanted to start 
off running the ball; our 
main focus was ground 
and pound,” Guerre said. 
“We didn’t execute as well 
as we wanted to, but we 
kept our heads up and kept 
fighting.”

Later in the half, New 
York looked like they had a 
golden opportunity to get 
the ball in a great position 
to score. On 4th and 5 from 
the Long Island 5-yard line, 
Long Island quarterback 
Ben Kocis hit Andrew Ris 

Sports

Continued on Page 49

Continued 
on Page 49
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Brandon Pelzer (c.), of Holy Cross High School, huddles with his 
New York City teammates. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Rodriguez named boro’s best
St. Francis Prep’s Ann Marie Rich selected as All-Queens Coach of Year

Related column
Page 48

City team loses to L.I. 
in Empire Challenge

C o n s t r u c t i o n ’ s 
Britney Rodriguez 
was selected as the 
All-Queens Softball 
Player of the Year. 
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 O
ne of the most con-
stant fixtures in 
Justin Guerre’s life 
will now be absent 

— now that the final whis-
tle of the Empire Challenge 
has been blown.

The St. Francis Prep 
running back put on pads 
last week to play football 
for a final time as he and 
his New York City team-
mates took on their Long 
Island counterparts in the 
annual high school football 
senior all-star game at Hof-
tra’s Shuart Stadium June 
25. The New York City team 
lost 24-18 to Long Island. 
Guerre, who was the face 
of a revival of the Terriers 
program, carried the ball 
six times for 23 yards in his 
last contest on the gridiron. 

He has opted to run track at 
LaSalle University instead 
of pursuing football at the 
next level.

“It was really tough 
because football has been 
my life,” Guerre said.

He’s played the sport 
competitively since he was 
7 and turned into one of the 
most explosive players in 
the Catholic league in re-
cent years. Guerre said he 
could have played football 
at Division I Rhode Island 
or Division III Alfred and 
Hartwick, but received 
more scholarship money 
to run for LaSalle, which is 
part of the Atlantic 10.

The sprinter ran a 
time of 6.47 seconds in the 
55-meter dash outdoors 
this season and went 10.83 
seconds in the 100 meters. 
The option to walk on to a 
football team is off the table 
since LaSalle disbanded 
its program in 2007. He be-
lieved the realization of his 
football career coming to 
an end wouldn’t take long 
to sink in.

“I’ll probably feel it to-

morrow when I wake up,” 
Guerre said.

LaSalle gains one of 
the fastest runners in New 
York City. But football fans 
are losing a player capable 

of making exciting plays at 
any moment. Once Guerre 
gets free along the outside 
of a football field, he is 
nearly impossible to bring 
down.

The two-time All-
Queens first team selection 
by TimesLedger Newspa-
pers rushed for 1,246 yards 
and 15 scores in 2013 sea-
son . He added 329 yards 

receiving and a touchdown 
catch. Guerre posted four 
touchdowns in a game 
twice this season. It was 
enough to help St. Fran-
cis Prep reach the CHSFL 
Class AAA playoffs for the 
first time since 2008.

“Here was a guy who 
jumped out on film to me, 
who had a different speed 
than everybody,” New 
York City and Lincoln head 
Coach Shawn O’Connor 
said. “We knew he was 
small, but you can see he 
has a different gear.”

Guerre saw the Empire 
Challenge as a fitting way 
to end his football career. 
He said he had dreamed of 
playing in the game that 
benefits the Boomer Esia-
son Foundation for cystic 
fibrosis since he started 
high school.

Guerre called the day 
terrific, but bittersweet.

“I grew up playing foot-
ball,” he said. “I’m going to 
miss everything about the 
sport.”

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 4

–1
0,

 2
01

4  
   

TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

SFP football star’s career comes to an end
Terriers’ Justin Guerre carries the ball six times in fi nal high school outing at Hofstra University

Justin Guerre, of St. Francis Prep, misses a pass during the Empire Challenge. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

Russ Smith did not 
watch much of this year’s 
NBA draft.

Instead, he was at the 
Yum KFC Center, the home 
of the Louisville Cardinals, 
just waiting to hear his 
name.

He didn’t have to wait 
too long.

The Archbishop Mol-
loy graduate’s dream of be-
ing picked to join an NBA 
team came true when he 
was drafted in the second 
round with the 47th overall 
pick by the Philadelphia 
76ers. Shortly afterward, 
he was traded to the New 
Orleans Pelicans for guard 
Pierre Jackson.

That didn’t dampen 
Smith’s mood.

“It was a lot of fun. 

When I was watching, I 
couldn’t wait to get picked,” 
Smith said. “I was thinking 
I would go mid- to late sec-
ond [round], so it caught me 
by surprise. I am just happy 
to be in this situation.”

Even with his success 
with the Cardinals, there 
were those in the league 
who doubted Smith. But the 
questioning of his abilities 
only motivated him.

“People talk, I am just 
going to handle my busi-
ness and play as hard as I 
can,” he said.

Smith, who remained 
at Louisville for his senior 
season in 2013-14, will start 
his pro career in New Or-
leans, where he participat-
ed in the 2012 Final Four. 
He plans to play his style 
of basketball and hopes to 
help the Pelicans win.

“Some of my goals are 
to get recognized for what I 
can do and just try and get 
an opportunity to get on the 
court,” Smith said. “Defi-
nitely play hard, that’s my 

goal since day one.”
The two-time CHSAA 

leading scorer received 
help early on from legend-
ary Stanners Coach Jack 
Curran, who was able to 

give him a special type of 
guidance. Curran, who 
died in March 2013, always 
believed in Smith.

“It helped me a lot be-
cause [Curran] taught me 
things, a lot of other coach-
es do not,” Smith said. “He 
preached wisdom and kind-
ness to others and always 
being happy. Other coaches 
come across like that, but 
Curran preached that, and 
it helped me stay happy.”

Along with the oppor-
tunity to play basketball 
in New York City, Smith 
believed that growing up 
in Brooklyn enabled him to 
develop into the player he is 
today.

“Definitely the com-
mute of being in Brooklyn 
and going to Queens ev-
ery day helped,” he said. 
“Brooklyn being tough and 

just all the stuff you hear 
about basketball prepared 
me.”

After high school, 
Smith went to Louisville, 
where he won a National 
Championship in 2013 and 
averaged 18.2 points per 
game this season while 
leading the Cardinals to 
the NCAA Tournament’s 
Sweet Sixteen.

Participating in some 
of the top conferences and 
in the NCAA tournament 
has helped Smith prepare 
his game for the NBA, he 
said.

“I think playing 
against superior talent 
every night and playing 
against guys who are al-
ways good helped me,” 
Smith said. “I think that 
challenge shaped me into a 
better person.”

Former Molloy star Russ Smith was drafted by the Philadelphia 
76ers, then traded to New Orleans. AP Photo/John Bazemore

Former Molloy star heads to NBA team in New Orleans
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see coming up to the plate 
with runners on base. Her 
bat helped power Molloy 
to the CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens regular season 
crown, and she provided 
stellar defense at first base.

SS Jacqueline Perno. 
Bayside

The senior quietly 
went about her business 
this season as teammates 
stole the headlines. But 
the sure-handed shortstop 
posted a .650 batting av-
erage and a .750 on-base 
percentage. She scored 24 
runs, drove in 16 and hit 
six homers. And Perno 
went 2-for-4 with two RBIs 
in a regular season rout of 
Construction.

SS Amy Pirozek, Con-
struction

Pirozek has been a 
rock for the Red Hawks 
during her career, and this 
year was no different. The 
senior was one of the city’s 
top shortstops and a power-
ful batter. She hit .592 with 
21 runs scored and 26 RBIs. 
Construction will miss her 
leadership next season.

2B Lizul Portugal Con-
struction

The athletic freshman 
burst onto the scene in a big 
way during the playoffs. 
Portugal, who batted .636, 
got the winning hit against 
Telecommunications in 
the quarterfinal game. She 
also slugged a grand slam 
to highlight a five-RBI 
game to help propel the Red 
Hawks to the PSAL final.

P Alexandra Yule, 
Archbishop Molloy

The junior windmiller 
came into her own in a 

big way this season. Yule 
established herself as a 
dominant, hard-throwing 
ace while leading Molloy 
to a first-place finish. She 
allowed one run on three 
hits and struck out eight 
against Fontbonne in the 
clincher.

P Monica Zhivanaj, St. 
Francis Prep

Zhivanaj improved 
and grew more confident 
as the season went on. Her 

maturity and development 
were key to SFP winning 
the diocesan crown. She 
went 7-2 with a 2.31 ERA, 
struck out 54 and also hit 
.289 at the plate. Zhivanaj 
held a powerful Fontbonne 
lineup to just a run in the 
semifinal.

Honorable Mention

C Kat Barbaro, Mary 
Louis

C Victoria Brown, 
Archbishop Molloy

P Diana Ferreira, 
Francis Lewis

P Kaitlyn Finneran, 
Christ the King

1B Emily Gomez, Bay-
side

C Victoria Mancini, 
Scholars Academy

C Jayleen Ovalles, Con-
struction

1B Brittney Patterson, 
Mary Louis

P Victoria Picarella, 
Robert H. Goddard

SS Maxine Sanchez, 
Forest Hills

DP Camille Sears, 
Archbishop Molloy

SS Alyssa Seiss, St. 
Francis Prep
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for a 17-yard gain and a first 
down. This kept the drive 
alive and was later capped 
off by a 5-yard Kocis touch-
down run.

Long Island ended the 
half with a field goal by 
Bryan Morris and brought 
an 11-0 lead into the locker 
room. The city came out 
and cut the Long Island ad-
vantage to 18-11 in the sec-
ond half, and forced Long 
Island to turn the ball over 
on downs with 3:22 left in 
regulation.

But on their next pos-
session, Lawson Prender-
gast picked off Cruz. He 
returned the ball 24 yards 
for a touchdown to end any 
hope of a city comeback.

New York City got 
within one score again 
when Christ the King wide 
receiver Lamont Bryant 
caught a 34-yard pass from 
New Dorp’s Charlie App for 
a touchdown with 1:50 left 
in regulation.

“It felt incredible. It 
felt amazing, just scoring in 
this big game. I enjoyed ev-
ery bit of it,” Bryant said.

But the city squad was 
unable to even up the score 
in the final minutes.

The end result wasn’t 
the one the players wanted, 

but the final high school 
game still produced memo-
ries and experiences they 
will not forget, the players 
said.

“We didn’t come out 
with the win,” Guerre said. 
“But it was fun.”

Continued from Page 47 

Empire

St. Francis Prep’s Justin Guerre returns a kick. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Construction shortstop Amy Pirozek comes up to the plate. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo

Ann Marie Rich was cho-
sen as Coach of the Year. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

RUNNING FOR READING
Members of the New York Road Runners Mighty Milers from PS 164 in Kew Gardens Hills re-
cently celebrated running 39,000 miles this school year. By pounding the pavement, the stu-
dents won 500 new books for their school library through NYRRs Miles for Books promotion. 
During a book signing and dedication ceremony, grade representatives signed their names 
to books to commemorate the milestone. Photo courtesy NYRR
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er educational programs 
based on rates established 
by the state Education De-
partment.

The state Education 
Department then refunds 
the city for 59 percent of 
these transactions and re-
imburses Bilinguals for 
related costs that comply 
with state guidelines.

DiNapoli said his 
staff’s review of Bilinguals’ 
finances over three fis-
cal years revealed that 6.6 
percent, or $875,729, of the 
$13,339,403 the state Educa-
tion Department paid the 
agency should have been 
disqualified for reimburse-
ment.

Bilinguals disputed 
several components of the 
audit.

“We are disappointed 
with the comptroller’s as-
sessment, much of which is 
inconsistent with the reim-
bursement requirements 

outlined by the state Educa-
tion Department,” the com-
pany said in a statement. 
“Any errors committed 
more than three years ago 
were inadvertent and we 
have since invested heavily 
in our infrastructure to en-
sure full compliance at all 
times.”

The audit said the 
state paid $10,931 in rent 
for a Manhattan apartment 
shared by the executive di-
rector and her husband, the 
assistant executive direc-
tor, so they would be closer 
to the Forest Hills office, 
$830 in cable TV for the 
unit and funeral expenses 
for a recent hire.

Bilinguals received 
$17,961 for lease, insur-
ance and repairs on a 2010 
Honda CR-V and two Lexus 
SUVs used by the executive 
director and assistant ex-
ecutive director as well as 
gas, parking and toll fees 
for cars driven by Bilin-
guals’ staff without filling 
out required paperwork, 
the audit said.

DiNapoli’s staff said 

the state did not have a 
policy on refunding in-
ternational recruitment 
expenses, but questioned 
the $279,552 Bilinguals re-
ceived for hiring efforts in 
Argentina, Peru and Co-
lombia.

“Despite these signifi-
cant charges, only eight 
internationally recruited 
bilingual teachers and 
therapists were actually 
hired during the audit pe-
riod,” the report read.

Bilinguals said it 
turned to South America 
because of a shortage of 
qualified Spanish-speak-
ing therapists in the United 
States.

Auditors noted the 
state paid $243,950 in sala-
ries and fringe benefits for 
staff who were not assigned 
to work on audited projects 
and two employees who 
could not be identified.

In response, Bilinguals 
said auditors failed to accu-
rately account for workers 
assigned to multiple Bilin-
guals programs.

pushed into poverty after 
working hard all day.”

Nelly Escobar, a cabin 
cleaner at John F. Kennedy 
international Airport, said, 
“Sept. 30 is the deadline and 
we are serving notice on 
the contractors and airline 
that they must comply with 
the Port Authority’s man-
date. We work long, hard 
hours and can barely feed 
ourselves and our families. 
That’s not right.”

Last month, thousands 
of airport workers voted to 

designate 32BJ SEIU as 
their union and to negoti-
ate on their behalf.

“This is not the last 
time you will see us,” La-
Guardia Airport baggage 
handler Gian Lopez said. 
“We need a union contract 
to give us fair treatment 
and a strong voice.”

Among the leaders 
who spoke at the rally were 
Hazel Dukes, president of 
the New York Conference of 
the NAACP, who said, “Fair 
pay, good benefits and work-
place justice are civil rights 
issues. Forty-six years ago 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
said it was criminal that 
people received part-time 

pay for full-time work. It is 
still criminal today.”

On Friday a dozen of 
the workers met with Tim-
othy Cardinal Dolan and 
Brooklyn Bishop Nicholas 
DiMarzio for a half hour in 
the midtown offices of the 
Archdiocese of New York. 
Michael Carey, a security 
guard at JFK, said, “I still 
can’t believe it. Six months 
ago, I never dreamed we 
would achieve such great 
successes this year.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

largest and most success-
ful program of its kind,” 

said Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D-Brooklyn), 
chairman of the Committee 
on Immigration. New York-
ers will be “benefitting as 
they access programs, ser-
vices and cultural institu-

tions.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Hotel is now 90, triple the 
number that moved in 
three weeks ago, and that 
they are receiving high-
quality services with case 
managers.

“Our role is to help 
people move from tempo-
rary homes to permanent 
ones as quickly as possi-
ble,” he said.

Lorraine Stephens, 
assistant executive direc-
tor of DHS, explained that 
54,000 homeless, 23,000 of 
them children, are cur-
rently in shelters. “It is a 
citywide crisis,” she said. 
“What’s causing it we’re 
not sure, but we have the 
right to shelter.”

And according to Lisa 
Black, the DHS director of 
government relations, the 
homeless will continue to 
be at the Pan American 
Hotel.

“Until we can create 
additional capacity else-
where in the system, we 
will utilize the building 
we’re currently in,” she 
said.

Bill Kregler, the bor-
ough president representa-
tive for Community Educa-
tion Council 24, which he 

called the most overcrowd-
ed school district in the 
city, kicked off the public 
comments portion of the 
evening.

“You were misled and 
lied to by public officials,” 
he said angrily as the au-
dience applauded. “People 
lied to this community and 
I call on [City Councilman] 
Danny Dromm to call for 
public hearings and after 
that we’re going to need 
some pink slips!”

Kregler stormed out of 
the meeting to cheers from 
the protesters outside the 
hall.

One after another, res-
idents pounded home accu-
sations that male residents 
of the hotel could be seen 
wandering through the 
neighborhoods checking 
out doors and windows.

“Our crime rate is 
already going up,” said a 
member of COMET, the civ-
ic association that staged 
last week’s protest at the 
hotel that drew more than a 
thousand people.

“There are not enough 
hospitals and not enough 
firehouses,” resident Jenny 
Shao said addressing the 
agency representatives. 
“How can we trust you at 
your word when you set up 
a homeless shelter without 

telling us? You knew you 
could take advantage of 
a neighborhood of immi-
grants.”

Cecelia Ghubis, 72, got 
a standing ovation when 
she said, “Now that de Bla-
sio moved into Gracie Man-
sion, why didn’t he dump 
the homeless in his house 
in Brooklyn?”

Robert Valdes-Clau-
sell, of the Newtown Civic 
Association, and a Land 
Use Committee member of 
CB 4, made the most of his 
allotted time of two min-
utes.

“The commercial 
heart of Queens on Queens 
Boulevard is not the right 
location to operate or main-
tain any sort of homeless 
shelter when far more eco-
nomical locations already 
exist to house the home-
less in the city’s foreclosed, 
multi-family building prop-
erties,” he said.

Valdes-Clausell added 
that his association will file 
a Freedom of Information 
Law request with DHS.

“We’ll get to the bot-
tom of all the true players 
behind the scene that most 
likely had been plotting to 
profit at taxpayer expense 
from the conversion of a 
private hotel to a homeless 
shelter,” he said.

tions of fiscal mismanage-
ment as one of the reasons 
they could not consider the 
resolution. The city De-
partment of Investigation 
and the FBI have also been 
conducting probes into the 
library.

A spokeswoman for 
the library confirmed the 
meeting was about a per-
sonnel matter concerning 
Galante’s contract.

Gabriel Taussig, chair-
man of the board of trustees, 
released a statement saying 
the meeting was simply to 
consider a proposal.

“A confidential draft of 
a proposed agreement was 
provided to the members of 
the board as the first step 
in an effort to begin a con-
versation on the conditions 
of a possible transition of 
leadership at the library,” 
Taussig said. “It is disturb-
ing that there appear to be 
members of the board who 
believe that it is accept-
able for them to attempt to 
achieve their goals by dis-
closing information they 
know to be confidential and 

thus breaching one of their 
fundamental fiduciary re-
sponsibilities as trustees.”

The board has met in-
creasing criticism after it 
failed to oust or suspend 
Galante following allega-
tions of fiscal mismanage-
ment of the nonprofit, 
which receives a large 
chunk of public funds, 
and revelations he made a 
$392,000 salary in addition 
to outside income.

Board members then 
voted to refuse full access 
of its books to city Comp-
troller Scott Stringer for an 
audit.

“I am getting tired of 
calling the behavior of this 
board ‘an outrage,’” Katz 
said in a statement after 
she learned about the spe-
cial meeting.

Katz requested the 
board cancel the special 
meeting and threatened to 
remove any “trustees who 
are not fulfilling their fidu-
ciary responsibilities.”

City Public Advocate 
Letitia James, who has 
served as an ex-officio 
board member since Janu-
ary, also jumped into ac-
tion, sending a letter to 
state Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman requesting 

he grant a temporary re-
straining order to prevent 
the board from proceeding 
with the meeting.

Katz helped author the 
reform bill with state As-
semblyman Jeffrion Aubry 
(D-East Elmhurst), which 
passed the state Legisla-
ture before the end of the 
legislative session.

The bill will give the 
mayor and borough presi-
dent powers to remove the 
members they appoint and 
will reduce term limits. It 
will also make the library 
subject to Freedom of Infor-
mation laws and require it 
to hold annual public bud-
get hearings.

The bill was signed 
into law by Cuomo last 
Thursday.

“The citizens of 
Queens deserve better than 
this,” Katz said. “New York 
City taxpayers deserve 
better than this. The in-
stitution that has been the 
educational and cultural 
backbone of every neigh-
borhood in Queens for de-
cades deserves better.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.
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