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BY ALEX ROBINSON

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) won a big ally in his re-
election campaign Tuesday when 
Mayor Bill de Blasio endorsed the 
two-term incumbent.

De Blasio made the endorse-
ment in the wake of an agreement 
between the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference, which Avella 
is a part of, and mainline Demo-
crats to form a new governing co-
alition in the state Senate.

The mayor also endorsed 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Former Bronx GOP boss Jo-
seph Savino, who pleaded guilty 
in an election-rigging scheme and 
now faces 30 years in prison,  said 
he had a guide in the plot: a quar-

terback from Queens.
Savino, who admitted accept-

ing a bribe in exchange for help-
ing a Democratic state senator 
secure the Republican line in the 
2013 mayoral elections, told ju-
rors in White Plains federal court 

Tuesday that his involvement, ne-
gotiations and execution came at 
the direction of former Northeast 
Queens City Councilman Dan 
Halloran.

The fellow Republican’s role 
was so pronounced, Savino and 

prosecutors contended, that he 
demanded Savino proclaim his 
love after receiving $15,000 in 
cash and delivered paperwork be-
tween Savino and the financiers 
because Savino did not have their 

Continued on Page 54

Key witness sobs at Halloran trial
Ex-GOP  Chairman Savino testifi es how councilman allegedly brokered his bribe

Avella scores 
union nod in 

re-election bid

RIDING ROUND THE BORO

Hundreds of cyclists depart from Flushing Meadows Corona Park during the annual Tour de Queens. See more photos on Page 24. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
The 109th Precinct 

welcomed a familiar face 
as its new commanding of-
ficer last week.

Capt. Thomas Confor-
ti, who served in the 109th 
from 2006-10, returned to 
the precinct he previously 
called home last Thurs-
day after Inspector Brian 
Maguire was assigned to 
become commander of Nar-
cotics Borough Queens.

“It was very nice to re-
turn. To my surprise, there 
were many faces there I re-
membered.” Conforti said 
in an interview. “It was a 
very comfortable feeling to 
know that a place I called 
home for four years I would 
be calling home again for 
the next couple of years.”

The 109th Precinct 
covers Flushing, Whites-
tone, College Point, part of 
Auburndale and Bay Ter-
race.

 Conforti joined the 
NYPD 22 years ago and was 
first assigned to patrol the 
73rd Precinct in Browns-
ville, Brooklyn. He rose 
through the ranks through-
out the years, working in 
several capacities in many 
different precincts across 
the city.

He was the 109th’s de-
tective squad commander 
until 2010, when he was 
promoted to captain and 
assigned to become com-
manding officer of the 
112th Precinct.

Conforti prides him-
self on keeping the com-
munity informed of the 
precinct’s actions by hav-

ing an active social media 
presence.

He was chosen as one 
of five commanders to par-
ticipate in a pilot program 
to increase the Police De-
partment’s local presence 
on Twitter in April.

“It gives an intimate 
inside look at what we do. 
It’s kind of cool,” he said. 
“With each precinct’s com-
manding officer, you get to 
see their personality.”

Conforti cited a Wood-
side train derailment in 
May as a good example of 
how the Twitter program 
has helped the Police De-
partment work with the 
public and keep them in-
formed.

“We took to Twitter 
and gave them alternate 
routes home and it took 
off,” he said. “The real ef-
fort is to reach people we 
wouldn’t reach usually.”

The new 109th com-
mander chronicled his 
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A few months ago, 
6-year-old Oakland Gar-
dens girl Kinsey Saleh be-
came a social media star 
after her mother, Nadine 
Morsi, created a Facebook 
page in hopes of finding a 
donor willing to replace her 
daughter’s failing kidney.

After more than 100 
people responded and ex-
pressed their desire to 
help, Kinsey received a new 
kidney in May and has re-
turned to being a normal, 
fun-loving child, but not 
without changing a few 
lives in the process.

It was April when Jan-
nie Daniels, of Springfield 
Gardens, read about Kin-
sey’s kidney failure on the 
Internet and made the life-
changing decision to give 
up one of her own organs.

Though Kinsey found 
a donor before Daniels was 
able to complete the testing 
process, she continued to 
go through with it and last 
month gave her left kidney 
to a 27-year-old woman in 
California, all in honor of 
Kinsey’s story.

“She’s so cute — look 
at her,” said Daniels, watch-
ing Kinsey play in her bed-
room earlier this week. 
“How could you not want 
to help her? As a parent, 
I would want someone to 
step up and take care of my 
child.”

In January, Kinsey 
was diagnosed with kidney 
failure after tests revealed 
her organs had begun 
scarring. Her doctors at 

North Shore-LIJ’s Cohen 
Children’s Medical Center 
in Manhasset, L.I., eventu-
ally told Morsi that Kin-
sey’s best chance at living 
a healthy life was to have a 
transplant.

“She’s a normal kid, 
she does normal things, 
plays with her friends 
and then suddenly her life 
changed completely,” Morsi 
said.

After a few months 
of dialysis, Kinsey was 
matched to a donor who 
wished to remain anony-
mous and got a new kidney 
on her right side at Mount 
Sinai Hospital in Manhat-
tan May 27. Two weeks 
later, Daniels had the same 

surgery and donated one of 
hers.

“Once I started the 
process, I had to keep go-
ing,” Daniels said. “Even 
though she found a kidney, 
there is still someone out 
there whose story wasn’t 
in the newspaper and who 
still needs help.”

Daniels and Morsi, 
who had never met before 
Kinsey’s story spread on 
the Internet, were later put 
in touch when a mutual 
friend introduced them af-
ter realizing Kinsey was 
the driving force behind 
Daniels’ decision to become 
a donor.

The two mothers even-
tually met and now still 

stay in touch because of the 
bond they share, created 
by Kinsey’s kidney trans-
plant.

“It’s such a selfless 
thing to do,” Morsi said of 
Daniels’ operation.

Though the decision 
was big, Daniels said she 
did not hesitate to make it, 
saying she knew she would 
be “just fine” with one 
kidney. She said when she 
got the chance to meet the 
mother and daughter who 
inspired her, it was “sur-
real.”

“Even though I didn’t 
donate for her, I could feel 
their gratitude for me,” she 
said. “It’s the awareness.  I 

Capt. Thomas Conforti (c.) 
is taking over as the com-
manding officer of the 109th 
Precinct. Photo courtesy NYPD

Springfield Gardens resident Jannie Daniels (l.) chose to donate her kidney in honor of 6-year-old 
Kinsey Saleh, whose need for a kidney transplant was documented in a Facebook page created by her 
mother, Nadine Morsi. Photo by Christina Santucci

109th Pct. welcomes 
home new top offi cer

A kidney in honor of Kinsey
Woman inspired to donate organ after Oakland Gdns girl’s transplant

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 9
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Many people who have 
spent time living in Bay-
side know about the many 
contributions longtime 
activist Mandingo Tshaka 
has made to the area, but 
those who do not can now 
read about them in his new 
book.

The retired commu-
nity advocate recently pub-
lished a memoir detailing 
his life from the beginning, 
taking readers on a journey 
through his never-ending 
quest to better the neigh-
borhood he grew up in and 
still calls home today.

Written by a friend, 
Merle English, who works 
as a news reporter, the 
nearly 300-page book tells 
of the 83-year-old’s humble 
beginnings at his grand-
mother’s Bayside home, his 
rise to musical fame as a 
former singer for the doo-

wop group The Ink Spots 
and his return to Queens, 
where he unexpectedly 
became a driving force for 
many community projects.

“There’s a lot that was 
done by me,” Tshaka said. 
“I’ve got so many citations, 
plaques, this, that — it’s re-
ally amazing.”

Tshaka said he and 
English began working on 
the memoir about two years 
ago, when a conversation 
between the two friends led 
to her suggestion that he 
should turn his stories into 
a book about his life. She 
came and took notes and 
spent the next year turn-
ing them into a memoir 
titled “Mandingo Osceola 
Tshaka: Fearless Fighter 
for Justice.”

“I saw it as an under-
taking to put in place this 
record of what Mandingo 
has done,” English said. “It 
deserves a place in history 

because of his various ac-
complishments and I took 
this on as a means of bring-
ing that about.”

The work includes pho-
tographs from throughout 
his life as well as copies of 
letters he wrote to elected 
officials, and even some he 
received in return.

“It’s my life,” Tshaka 
said. “What I’ve done, who 
I’ve become, my accom-
plishments.”

In the many years 
Tshaka has spent in Bay-
side, he served for 17 years 
on Community Board 11 
and has helped change 
many aspects of the neigh-

borhood for the better. He 
fought to rid the streets of 
drug dealers, establish a 
playground behind MS 158 
on Oceania Street and lift 
the area surrounding his 
home on Bell Boulevard, 
south of Northern Boule-
vard, out of the poverty 
designation in which the 
government had placed it.

The book also de-
scribes the details of how 
Tshaka accomplished what 
is perhaps his biggest tri-
umph — getting the fed-
eral government to admit 
that slave labor was used 
to build the White House, 
a fact he said had been hid-
den in American history 
until a few years ago.

“He’s Bayside’s one of 
a kind, as people call him, 
and that’s why I thought 
he deserved a little place 
on the shelf,” English said. 
“As an African-American, I 
think it’s important people 

recognize that he is one 
of the people who took a 
stand.”

Tshaka said the book 
also includes many person-
al stories from his child-
hood and his travels as a 
singer, and the honesty dis-
played in the writing does 
not bother him.

“I threw some punches, 
I’ve got no shame,” he said. 
“All young people stepped 
in caca at one point, and I 
did, too.”

Tshaka’s memoir was 
finished in 2013 and he re-
cently began printing the 
book through an online self-
publishing company called 
Xlibris. The book is avail-
able for purchase at Barnes 
& Noble and through ama-
zon.com, he said.

“I’m honored,” Tsha-
ka said after his book was 
printed. “So much has hap-
pened in my life and I’m 
glad that it’s out.”

Bayside activist Mandingo Tshaka recently collaborated on his 
own biography.

Longtime Bayside activist Tshaka publishes memoir
Famed community advocate, 83, talks of life and accomplishments during decades spent in Queens

WHY WAIT... TO SEE A DOCTOR?

Member Urgent Care 
Association Of America

We Now Accept all BC/BS, 
GHI, GHI, Access, Atena, 

CIGNA,HIP, Oxford, Vytra, 
Medicare, Emblem Health, 

Magnacare, UHC, NYC Ship, 
Power Authority, Postal, 

W.C., No Fault

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
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                           FIRSTMEDNY.com

FIRST+MED 
FIRST MED URGENT CARE 
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WELL LIT PARKING LOT

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum In New York’s Five Boroughs
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A Not-For Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

More than seven 
months after the hazing 
death of a Baruch College 
freshman from Oakland 
Gardens in the Pocono 
Mountains, prosecutors 
said they are not ready 
to determine who will be 
charged and when charges 
will be filed.

The Monroe County 
district attorney’s office 
said it is only 75 percent of 
the way through its inves-
tigation into the death of 
Chun “Michael” Deng, 19, 
despite a published report 
quoting the Pocono Moun-
tain Regional Police chief, 
Harry Lewis, who said 
most of the 30 fraternity 
members involved in the 
incident would soon face 
charges.

“That’s a very prema-
ture statement to make,” 
said Detective Wendy Ser-
fass, an investigator in 
the Monroe County DA’s 

office. “There has been no 
final decision on who, how 
and when charges will be 
made.”

Lewis told The New 
York Times that prosecu-
tors have not filed charges 
yet as they were still wait-
ing for a medical report 
and a digital animation 
that would depict what hap-
pened the night of Deng’s 
death.

Serfass said the Mon-
roe DA’s office was still 
waiting on a number of re-
ports from other agencies 
and the investigation was 
ongoing.

“There are so many 
factors we have to look at,” 
she said.

Deng was one of four 
students pledging to the Pi 
Delta Psi fraternity at a fra-
ternity event in the Pocono 
Mountains on a Dec. 7-9 
weekend last year. The four 
participated in a “glass ceil-
ing” hazing ritual during 
which blindfolded pledges 

wearing backpacks full of 
20 pounds of sand attempt-
ed to get from one part of 
the yard to another while 
frat members tried to stop 
them, court records show.

One frat member told 
police Deng was brought 
into the house, where 
around 20 brothers were 
staying, after he was 
pushed to the ground and 
he laid unconscious for 
more than an hour, court 
papers said.

The fraternity broth-
ers Googled Deng’s symp-
toms, changed his clothes 
and then drove him to the 
hospital where he arrived 
at 6:42 a.m., the documents 
said. He was pronounced 
dead Dec. 9 of what the Mon-
roe County DA described as 
“major brain trauma.”

The Luzerne County 
coroner’s office in Penn-
sylvania later ruled Deng’s 
death a homicide.

Deng’s family is wait-
ing to see what shape the 

case’s criminal proceed-
ings might take before 
launching a civil lawsuit 
against those responsible 
for his death, the attorney 
representing the family 
said.

“They intend to bring 
a civil suit for those held 
responsible for Michael’s 
death, but they don’t want it 
to interfere with the crimi-
nal process,” the attorney, 
Douglas Fierberg, said.

The attorney said the 
drawn-out investigation 
has brought a “heap of ad-
ditional uncertainty” for 
the family.

“They’ve lost their 
only child and he was a 
wonderful young man with 
a bright future,” he said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Parking troubles in 

Bayside may soon become 
much milder.

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) re-
cently allocated $20,000 in 
the 2015 fiscal budget, ap-
proved last month, that will 
allow the Bayside Village 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict to conduct a feasibility 
study focused on expand-
ing the city Department of 
Transportation municipal 
lot at the corner of 41st Av-
enue and 214th Place.

The agency will look at 
the pros and cons of turn-
ing the lot into a multi-level 
structure that will provide 
much-needed parking re-
lief for the neighborhood’s 

crowded streets.
“They’ve expressed 

for years the concerns that 
everyone has on Bell Bou-
levard,” Vallone said of the 
BID. “This will give us a lot 
of clues about what can be 
done to help.”

The BID submitted a 
request to Vallone’s office 
earlier this year asking for 
funding to review several 
aspects of a possible plan 
to expand the lot, including 
comparing current avail-
able parking with the needs 
of the area.

The more than 250 
businesses along Bell Bou-
levard, between Northern 
Boulevard and 35th Av-
enue, combined with the 
Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion on 41st Avenue have 

created a demand for long-
term parking that many 
business owners and resi-
dents of the area feel can-
not be met with the number 
of spots the neighborhood 
currently offers.

Vallone said one of the 
biggest concerns the lack of 
parking brings is that it de-
ters patrons from stopping 
into stores and restaurants 
along the street because 
they cannot find a place to 
park their cars.

“If you look at Queens 
and Bell Boulevard, you 
have a BID that’s fighting 
to keep it as the top small 
business spot in the city,” 
he said. “It’s the picture 
of small business and I’ve 
been saying all along, help 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The College Point Mail 
Center could be back on the 
block two years after the 
community successfully 
rallied to save it.

The United States Post-
al Service has announced it 
is resuming a nationwide 
program to consolidate 82 
distribution centers, in-
cluding the College Point 
sorting facility, which em-
ploys 1,015 workers.

While the program 
would not outright close 
down the center, it could 
move a number of the facil-
ity’s services to Brooklyn 
and with them a number of 
jobs.

“These cuts will be 
devastating for so many 

families already struggling 
to get by, and it is uncon-
scionable for the USPS to 
balance their books on the 
backs of working-class New 
Yorkers while compromis-
ing their service for Queens 
residents,” said U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), who has spoken 

out against shutting the fa-
cility for years. “We need to 
find an alternative solution 
to the financial hardships 
of the Postal Service and it 
is time for my Republican 
colleagues in Congress to 
stop dragging their feet 
on real reforms that can 

USPS is resuming a plan to consolidate 82 distribution centers, in-
cluding the College Point sorting facility.

MICHAEL DENG
Photo courtesy David Weprin

Consolidation could trim 
College Point mail center

Bayside Village BID to study 
offering more spots for vehicles

DA still investigating hazing death in Pa. 
Michael Deng, 19, of Oakland Gdns. died while performing ritual in Poconos Mountains in December

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 49
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A 24-year-old Flushing 
man who was driving with-
out a license in a crash, 
which claimed the life of 
a beloved PS 79 teacher on 
New Year’s Eve, has plead-
ed guilty to charges related 
to the accident.

Annamarie Tromp had 
been driving mere blocks 
from her Flushing home 
when she was struck by 
Anthony Zupnick’s car in 
a collision that flipped her 
2012 Nissan, the NYPD said. 
Zupnick, whose license had 
been suspended nine times 
before the accident, accord-
ing to the Queens district 
attorney’s office, was ar-
rested shortly afterward. 
He stayed at the scene until 
the police arrived.

He pleaded guilty to 
aggravated unlicensed op-
eration of a motor vehicle of 
the third degree and reck-
less driving June 27. He was 
slapped with $650 in fines 
and 10 days of community 
service for the charges.

Tromp’s family took 
little solace in the penal-
ties.

“We’re very disap-
pointing with the out-
come,” said Louisa Anas-
tasi, Tromp’s sister, in an 
interview. “The laws need 
to be changed to stop this 
from happening again. Do 
we feel this young man 
learned a lesson? Certainly 
not.”

Anastasi said the fam-
ily had hoped the man they 
hold responsible for their 
loved one’s death would at 
least face some time in jail.

“He’ll be on the road 

again. It’s terrifying,” she 
said. “We were hoping he 
would learn a lesson from 
it and save somebody else’s 
life.”

An attorney who rep-
resented Zupnick in court 
did not return requests for 
comment.

Hundreds attended 
Tromp’s funeral in January 
and PS 79 held a memorial 
service for the well-liked 
teacher shortly after her 
death. Tromp, who taught 
pre-K at PS 79 in Whites-
tone for years, was remem-
bered fondly by parents and 
colleagues as a wonderful  
teacher who treated all her 
students as if they were her 
own children.

She was the type of 
teacher who former stu-
dents would come back to 
see years after they left PS 
79, parents said.

Tromp’s family has 
been struggling to deal 
with the loss during the 
court proceedings that re-
sulted in Zupnick’s plea.

“Some days are better 
than others and some days 
are just horrific,” Anastasi 
said.

The family was struck 
with an eerily similar trag-
edy in 2007, when Tromp’s 
mother, Connie Anastasi, 
died in a two-car accident 
in Broadway-Flushing.

“How could this hap-
pen down the block from 
her house?” Anastasi 
said of Tromp’s accident. 
“Where was he going in 
such a hurry and how could 
he not have seen her? We 
have so many unanswered 
questions.”

BY JUAN SOTO
 
Every morning you 

hear it on the news: Alter-
nate-side parking regula-
tions are in effect today.

For hundreds of thou-
sands of drivers, that 
means getting up earlier 
than normal and double-
parking their cars for the 
90 minutes the hated rule 
is in place. After that, back 
to parking the vehicle, basi-
cally in the same spot along 
the curb.

In response to this 
longtime urban headache, 
a majority of City Council 
members support a pro-
posal to ease these regu-
lations that have been in 
place for decades. The bill 
would allow drivers to park 
their cars once the sweep-
ers have cleaned the streets 
instead of waiting for the 
entire 90 minutes the rule 
is in effect.

But the de Blasio ad-
ministration wants to stop 
the idea, and the city Sani-
tation Department has al-
ready objected to it.

Sanitation Commis-
sioner Paul Visconti testi-

fied last week at a City Coun-
cil hearing that sweepers 
often go back to blocks they 
have already cleaned. In 
this case, sweepers would 
not be able to clean again if 
cars are parked.

He also pointed out 
that ticket agents do not 
have an infallible system 
of knowing if a sweeper has 

passed the street or not.
The bill was intro-

duced last week by Coun-
cilman Ydanis Rodriguez 
(D-Manhattan), chairman 
of the Transportation Com-
mittee.

“Hundreds of thou-
sands of drivers waste their 
time sitting in their cars,” 
Rodriguez said, “when they 

can be home sleeping, go-
ing to the gym or just being 
around the house.”

The councilman un-
derstands the need for the 
city to take in revenue, “but 
not at the expense of work-
ing and middle-class fami-
lies.”

Last year, the city took 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

MTA President Thom-
as Prendergast went to the 
nation’s capital to find out 
if Congress might inter-
vene in the event of a Long 
Island Rail Road strike, and 
quickly found the answer 
was in the negative.

U.S. Rep. Charles Ran-
gel (D-Manhattan) told 
Prendergast “at this time 
Congress is not an option.”

Rep. Peter King (R-
Massapequa Park) warned 
the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority that “it 
would be a mistake to count 
on Congress.”

Numerous other law-
makers urged Prendergast 
to go back to the bargaining 

table, with U.S. Rep. Caro-
lyn Maloney (D-Astoria) 
suggesting “both the MTA 
and the LIRR workers must 
work around the clock to 
secure an agreement that 
will avoid a strike,” which 

could begin July 20.
Among lawmakers at 

the hour-long meeting were 
U.S. Reps. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica).

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

thanked Prendergast and 
members of the New York 
Congressional delegation.

“With this obstacle re-
moved, it is now clear that 
the only path to resolution 
is at the bargaining table 
between the MTA and the 
unions and should proceed 
in good faith,” he said.

Prendergast has com-
plained that while the MTA 
has “offered the unions ev-
erything they asked for,” 
the unions have not moved.

In its latest wage pro-
posal, the MTA offered the 
workers from eight unions 
a 17 percent wage increase 
over seven years with the 
stipulation that new em-
ployers make higher con-

The MTA learned this week Congress would not  intervene to pre-
vent an LIRR strike. 

The City Council wants to ease alternate-side parking regulations, but the Sanitation Department is 
not on the same page.. Photo by Juan Soto  

Anthony Zupnick has pleaded guilty to aggravated unlicensed op-
eration of a motor vehicle and reckless driving in the January 
crash that took the life of Annamarie Tromp, the DA says.

Congress refuses to help in LIRR talks

Curb those parking rules
City Council hopes to ease alternate-side urban nightmare 

Zupnick pleads guilty
in PS 79 teacher crash

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 54
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

As last week’s Inde-
pendence Day holiday ap-
proached, employees at 
North Shore-LIJ in Man-
hasset, L.I., who had served 
in the military celebrated 
by joining with their chil-
dren and sharing their 
stories about what freedom 
means to them.

Three military mem-
bers, two former and one 
current, sat by their young 
sons and daughters July 
3 as the children read es-
says they wrote about what 
it was like having their 
parents serve overseas 
and how they celebrate the 
freedom their mothers and 
fathers bravely fought to 
protect.

The employees, who 
have all been deployed to 
the Middle East at some 
point during the past de-
cade, now each hold jobs at 
the hospital helping veter-
ans and other patients.

Katrina Aronoff, a For-
est Hills resident,  brought 
her two daughters, 8-year-
old Alina and 5-year-old Ev-
elyn, to read out loud their 
writings about what it was 
like having their mother 
be away from home while 
serving as a petty officer 
3rd class boatswain mate 
in the U.S. Coast Guard

Alina, who is prepar-
ing to enter third-grade in 
the fall, spoke about her 
mother’s job and why she 
was needed during the 
war.

“It’s an important job 
because it’s important to 
help save people,” Alina 
said. “It’s not always about 
yourself. I think she was a 
great big hero.”

Aronoff, who has 
worked as a radiation ther-
apist at Lenox Hill Hospital 
for the past 10 years, decid-
ed to join the Coast Guard 
in 2012, citing it as some-
thing she had always want-

ed to do. Aronoff said her 
deployment was different 
than many other military 
parents because she made 
the choice to join after she 
already had a family, and 
explaining it to her two 
young daughters who had 
not grown up in a military 
family was difficult.

“We had a family vote 
and my girls were very 
supportive,” she said. “It 
was hard for me because 
I was away during all the 
holidays and it was the first 
time I was away from them 
for longer than a day.”

Aronoff talked about 
how she explained to her 
daughters why she would 
be gone and said she shared 
with them a special secret 
they could think of anytime 
they missed her.

“I told them that when-
ever they felt sad and lonely, 
they just needed to look up 
at the sky and know that we 
were always looking at the 
same stars,” she said.

Next to the Aronoff 
family at last week’s event 
was Juan Serrano, a Long 
Island resident who works 
in Rego Park, and his 
9-year-old son Camilo. Ser-
rano served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps from 2000-09 
and was deployed to Iraq 
during Operations Endur-
ing Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom before being med-
ically discharged after suf-
fering a neck injury during 
his service.

Camilo read his let-
ter to his father, who now 
works as an administrative 
manager providing treat-
ment to 9/11 first respond-
ers, that discussed why it 
was important for him to 
serve his country and de-
fend the freedom we enjoy 
today.

“My definition of free-
dom is much different than 
most of my friends,” Camilo 
said. “I am glad my father is 
still alive and I am grateful 
for him and his friends, but 
at the same time it’s very 
sad because many people 
died in combat. I’m proud to 
be an American and today 
is a good day to remember 
that freedom is not free.”

The third veteran, Da-
vid Serana, was joined by 
his 13-year-old son Binhi, 
who read his letter about 
how his father explained 
the war and terrorism to 
him and what it means to 
him to be able to celebrate 
independence.

As he finished, he 
thanked his father for his 
bravery and said that to 
him, July 4 is a day to cel-
ebrate peace.

“Every day should be a 
peace day,” he said. “With-
out heroes and soldiers 
like Dad, there would be no 
peace and no July 4.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Three veterans, now employees at North Shore-LIJ, stand with 
their families after their children read letters about what it is like 
having a parent in the military. Photo by Kelsey Durham

LIJ vets’ children read
essays about freedom

*  APR = Annual Percentage Rate. These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers 
when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some 
applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model 
years 2014- 2013, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 on each 
$1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For model year 2012, your payments will consist of 60 
monthly payments of $17.64 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.25% APR. Some restrictions 
apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll 
deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Competitive rates 
available for older models and refinances. Membership required.

…with an MCU Auto Loan

THINGS ARE    
LOOKING UP

 1-888-4MCU-AUTO  
nymcu.org

F I X E D  R AT E S  A S  LO W  A S

1.95%

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window fashions with the PowerRise® or PowerGlide® motorized system made 6/14/14 – 9/15/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the 
form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. **Additional equipment is required for app operation; ask for details. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service 
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Swipe, tap, enjoy. 
You just brightened your outlook.
Hunter Douglas motorized window fashions can be operated by our remote control, 
wireless wall switch or Platinum™ App on your Apple® mobile device.** Ask for details.
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“Healthy hair is our ultimate care”

We can help!

Bridal/sweet sixteen packages available

Tel: 917–301–4649

Are You Having 
Hair Loss Issues?

On July 9th, Wyckoff 
Heights Medical Center 
inducted seven employ-
ees into the Pioneers Hall 
of Fame for their decades 
of dedication and service. 
The ceremony took place 
on Wednesday, July 9th, 
2014 at 10 a.m. at the hos-
pital Town Hall meeting. 
These long-serving employ-
ees all began their careers 
at Wyckoff Medical Center 
and have established them-
selves as essential mem-
bers of the hospital.

Below are the honorees 
and the year they began 
service to Wyckoff:

Noel DeLeon 
1970

Devere James 
1964

John Leisen 
1975

Aurel Muncan 
1974

Ferdinand Val Heron 
1974

Mary Ann Colon 
1974

Sharon Williams 
1975

“These individuals 
have become the backbone 
of Wyckoff Heights Medical 
Center,” said Wyckoff CEO, 
Ramon Rodriguez. “They 
have helped shape and con-
tinue to contribute to the 
excellent institution Wyck-
off, ‘The New Hospital of 
Kings and Queens.’ We are 
proud to honor them.”

To highlight their 
contributions to Wyck-

off Heights Medical Cen-
ter’s legacy, Daryl-Ann 
Saunders, prominent lo-
cal fine-art photographer, 
conducted informal photo 
and interview sessions for 
installation at the hospi-
tal. Saunders also created 
the compelling Pioneers 
of Bushwick project, cur-
rently on display in the 
hospital. The series fea-
tures photographic por-
traits and text of long-time 
Bushwick, Brooklyn resi-
dents. Saunders conceptu-
alized creating a similar 
series to commemorate 
hospital employees.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Wyckoff Heights Medical Center  
to Unveil Hospital’s Newest Members  

of Pioneers for Hall of Fame
SOUTH JAMAICA 

— Police were search-
ing for the gunman who 
opened fire and injured 
two people in the vicinity 
of 142nd Street and Rock-
away Boulevard in South 
Jamaica.

The incident, said 
authorities, took place 
Monday at 10:14 p.m.

Both victims were 
taken to the hospital and 
listed in stable condition. 
None of the two men sus-
tained life-threatening 
injuries from the bullet 
wounds.

ASTORIA — Cops were searching for a 15-year-old 
Astoria girl who disappeared  June 28, the NYPD said.

The Police Department said Evdoxia Zerva, 15, was 
last seen at noon June 28 inside her home, on 49th Street 
near 30th Avenue.

She is about 5-foot-1 and weighs about 143 pounds, 
according to police.

Evdoxia was wearing black leggings, a multi-col-
ored striped shirt and black shoes, the NYPD said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Teen girl reported missing in Astoria: NYPD

EVDOXIA ZERVA

Police hunt for man who shot two people

GABRIEL YAKUBOVA

Police investigate the shooting at the intersection of 142nd Street 
and Rockaway Boulevard. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Cops search for missing man from Forest Hills

FOREST HILLS — Police were requesting help in finding a 
Forest Hills man reported missing Tuesday.

The Police Department said Gabriel Yakubova, 28, was last 
seen leaving his home on 62nd Drive near 110th Street at 11 a.m.

At the time, he was wearing a black baseball cap, black 
sneakers and a white shirt, according to the NYPD.

Police described Yakubova as roughly 5-foot-7 and 200 
pounds.

Man from Richmond Hill missing since June: NYPD

RICHMOND HILL — Police were searching for a man reported 
missing last month from his Richmond Hill home.

The NYPD said Anthony Vasquez, 43, was last seen around 9 
a.m. June 30 at his house on Jamaica Avenue.

He is described as a Hispanic male, approximately 6 feet tall 
and 190 pounds with black hair.

Vasquez was last seen wearing beige shorts and no shirt, au-
thorities said.

ANTHONY VASQUEZ
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) was absent 
in Albany more than all his 
colleagues in the chamber, 
except for Sen. Adriano 
Espaillat (D-Washington 
Heights), who was mount-
ing an unsuccessful bid for 
Congress.

But Smith was among 
the Senate’s top 10 drafters 
of resolutions adopted by 
both houses, the New York 
Public Interest Research 
Group’s review of the 2014 
state legislative session 
found.

NYPIRG, a nonpar-
tisan good government 
group, compiled an analy-
sis of this year’s action in 
Albany. The report found 
lawmakers have sent fewer 
bills to Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s desk than any state ex-
ecutive has received in the 
past century.

NYPIRG hypothesized 
legislating has grown ab-
breviated as state budgets 
have become lengthier and 
more complex. It also said 
the slim majority the par-
ties that have controlled 
the Senate have had in re-
cent years may  present a 
barrier to bills.

Besides examining 
legislative action, NYPIRG 
tabulated state Assembly 
members’ and senators’ 
attendance rates and vot-
ing records as well as how 
much lawmakers spoke on 

the floor.
Smith was among 

seven senators who were 
absent and excused from 
at least 100 votes in 2014, 
NYPIRG’s report said.

Smith, who spent part 
of the session on trial in a 
federal corruption case, 
missed 808 votes. This put 
him directly behind Espail-
lat, an uptown Manhattan 
congressional hopeful who 
was not present during 891 
votes.

Smith’s office said 
they believed his absences 
all occurred when he was 
in federal court and on tri-
al for allegedly attempting 
to bribe his way onto the 
Republican line in the 2013 
mayoral election.

In the Assembly, 
NYPIRG said four Queens 
lawmakers were among 
18 who missed at least 150 
votes, including Assembly 
members Aravella Simo-
tas (D-Astoria) with 275 ex-
cuses or absences; Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) 
with 264; Margaret Markey 
(D-Maspeth) with 172; and 
William Scarborough (D-
Jamaica) with 168.

Scarborough said he 
missed many votes on the 
final day of session be-
cause he was told it would 
end hours before voting 
wrapped up. At that point, 
he drove back to the city 
for a meeting with a city 
commissioner that it took 

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Pastor “Pat” Toro was 

remembered by friends 
and family this week as a 
“veteran’s veteran,” who 
tirelessly advocated for 
downtrodden comrades 
throughout the years.

The decorated Forest 
Hills war veteran died last 
Thursday after a months-
long battle with Myelodys-
plastic syndrome, a precur-
sor to leukemia.

“He could not do 
enough for other veterans,” 
said Jacqueline Fiorello, 
Toro’s sister-in-law. “He 
loved all his family and he’s 
going to be really missed 
but never forgotten.”

Toro, 65, endured 
months of chemotherapy 
and had been receiving 
three blood transfusions a 
week when he took a turn 
for the worse recently and 
his illness became leuke-
mia.

Relatives said his 
malady was likely a result 
of Agent Orange exposure 
while he was on tour in 
Vietnam with the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps.

Toro served as presi-
dent of the Vietnam Veter-
ans of America Chapter 32 
in Queens from 2001-10 and 
was known for helping to 
bring a mobile replica of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C., to 
Juniper Valley Park. Under 
his direction, VVA Chapter 
32 also started a program 
that has provided some 90 
indigent veterans with mil-
itary funerals since 2008.

“Chapter 32’s motto is 
‘This generation of veterans 
will never abandon another 
generation of veterans,’ and 
Pat lived by that code,” said 
Paul Narson, current VVA 
Chapter 32 president. “He 
was there for veterans no 
matter when and how they 
served.”

He also became direc-
tor-at-large of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America Na-
tional Board of Directors 

and was inducted into the 
state Senate Veterans Hall 
of Fame in 2006.

The lifelong Forest 
Hills resident worked for 
the NYPD after he left the 
Marines and then served 
in the Port Authority Po-
lice Department until he 
retired in 1991.

When Toro was diag-
nosed with his illness last 
fall, VVA Chapter 32 decid-
ed to help its former presi-

dent by organizing a blood 
drive in April.

A fund-raiser had also 
been organized to raise 
money for Toro’s treatment 
July 12, but was canceled 
after he died. Fiorello said 
donations can still be made 
to a fund, which was set up 
to help Toro’s family deal 
with his medical costs.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz issued a state-
ment offering the family 
her condolences.

“Pat served his coun-
try with courage and val-
or,” Katz said. “It was an 
honor to have known Pat 
Toro, and I can say with 
certainty that he will be re-
membered as a leader, a hu-
manitarian and an Ameri-
can hero. My thoughts and 
prayers are with his family 
and loved ones.”

Toro’s family has 
asked that in lieu of flowers 
donations be made to Viet-
nam Veterans of America’s 
Agent Orange Committee 
in Toro’s honor.

A wake was held for 
Toro Tuesday and his fu-
neral was set to take place 
at Hess Miller Funeral 
Home, at 6419 Metropolitan 
Ave., Wednesday morning .

Narson said an honor 
guard would be provided 
by VVA Chapter 32 for the 
funeral.

Toro’s body was set to 
be buried with other veter-
ans at Calverton National 
Cemetery in Suffolk Coun-
ty.

“VVA will miss his 
leadership and I will miss 
his advice,” Narson said.

Pat Toro bows his head during a past Middle Village Veterans Day 
Parade. The decorated Vietnam veteran was remembered at a fu-
neral this week.

State Sen. Malcolm Smith was absent for 808 votes during the 
2014 legislative session.

Loved ones mourn Pat Toro
Forest Hills Marine, 65, helped fellow vets before dying of leukemia

Sen. Smith missed 
808 votes: Report

busy first day on Twitter, 
unpacking, getting ac-
quainted with new staff 
and meeting with the area’s 
elected officials.

“This is a homecom-
ing for Commanding Of-
ficer Conforti, who has 
deep roots in the Flushing 

community,” said state As-
semblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing), who met with 
Conforti on his first day. “I 
welcome him back and look 
forward to collaborating 
with him on many issues to 
protect and serve our com-
munities.”

Conforti said people 
should expect to see him 
out in the streets a lot con-
necting with the commu-
nity.

“I like being out there 
and engaging people as 
much as I can, as opposed 
to sitting behind a desk and 
managing that way,” he 
said.

Maguire, whom Con-
forti will be replacing, 
served as the precinct’s 
commanding officer for 
more than four years.

“It has been my plea-
sure to serve the commu-
nity and build friendships 

and partnerships with peo-
ple throughout the 109th 
Precinct,” Maguire said in 
an e-mail. “I am sure that I 
will continually look back 
upon these years with fond-
ness for the people of this 
great command. I am grate-
ful to the men and women 
of the 109th Precinct who 
work so hard to keep this 
community safe. Their ef-
forts have made me look 
good.”

Continued from Page 2 

109 Pct.

Continued on Page 54
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Queens beer aficio-
nados will be able to enjoy 
their suds with a side of ba-
con at Citi Field this sum-
mer.

The first Bacon and 
Beer Classic will be held 
July 26 and will offer the 
choice of 25 different bacon 
dishes and more than 100 
craft beers.

“This certainly won’t 
be a run-of-the-mill experi-
ence for guests,” said Kate 
Levenstien, founder of 
Cannonball Productions, 
a Manhattan-based events 
management firm, which 
is putting the event on. “Be-
cause New Yorkers are such 
die-hard sports fans and so 
knowledgeable about craft 
beer and gourmet food, 
we’re thrilled to be hosting 
our next event at Citi Field 
in July.”

The beer and bacon 
fest, which will have a 

brunch session from noon 
to 3 p.m. and an evening 
session from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m., boasts ales and lagers 
from more than 35 brew-
eries and a potpourri of 
different bacon offerings, 
from BLTs and bacon slid-
ers to cheesecake chocolate 
bacon bites.

Aramark, the food 
contractor at Citi Field, 
has agreed to suspend the 
venue’s license for the day 
so outside beer and food 
could be brought into the 
ballpark for the event.

Many of the attending 
breweries will be from the 
five boroughs, including 
Queens Brewery.

“We wanted to make 
sure they were high qual-
ity and in the regional vi-
cinity and that they had at 
least two different seasonal 
styles of beer,” Levenstien 
said.

Staff from local brew 
stores will also be on hand 

to give home brew dem-
onstrations for those beer 
drinkers wishing to learn 
while they enjoy their liba-
tions.

“We’ve got everything, 
including stuff for people 
who want a bit of eduction 
or those who just want to 
have fun and drink and 
eat,” Levenstien said.

The borough’s Bacon 
and Beer Classic was one of 
many this summer as Can-
nonball Productions hosted 
a similar festival at the Se-
attle Mariners’ ball park, 
Safeco Field, in May and 
have a third event sched-
uled for Minute Maid Park 
in Houston in September.

Levenstien said she is 

planning to spread the ba-
con and beer extravaganza 
to other major league ball-
parks in Boston and San 
Diego next year.

The Queens event will 
go on rain or shine as ven-
dors will be set up along the 
inside of the field level con-
course in Citi Field.

Tickets for general 

admission are $59 and VIP 
tickets will set drinkers 
back $129. VIP tickets of-
fer a number of additional 
perks, including dugout 
access and an extra hour of 
admission. There is also a 
reduced price of $39 for des-
ignated drivers.

The first Bacon and Beer Classic is scheduled for July 26. 
Photo courtesy Cannonball Productions

Catch the Bacon and Beer Classic over at Citi Field
Inaugural festival of eating and drinking will celebrate all things brewed and everything porcine

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Easy-to-install, energy-efficient
ductless home cooling systems!

Get yours now 
for $100 per 

month* 

 

Special offers for AC start here.

petro.com petro mobile

Limited time offer! 
Call 1.877.322.0255

Tickets for general admission cost $59 and VIP tickets are 
$129. Photo courtesy Cannonball Productions
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AUG. 13 –17

Weekday Kids Tickets Just $15!
Use code CNG at Ticketmaster.com
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Hold a World’s Fair outside Flushing Mdws.

N
ew York City is ex-
periencing an un-
paralleled growth 
of tourism, and it 

is unlikely a World’s Fair 
operating a few months for 
a year or two will make in 
the long run a significant 
change for the better.

Considering the poor 
financial results of the 
1939-40 and 1964-65 fairs 

and others worldwide, I 
doubt there would be much 
individual interest in fund-
ing a third fair in New York 
City. If John Catsimatidis 
with his wealth wishes to 
underwrite a fair without 
any taxpayer dollars, that 
is his prerogative and he 
should go for it (“Catsima-
tidis advocates for a new 
World’s Fair,” Political Ac-

tion, TimesLedger Newspa-
pers, June 20-26).

He should be aware, 
however, that under no cir-
cumstances will the venue 
for a Catsimatidis fair be 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

He can try his luck 
with Central, Prospect or 
Bronx parks, but with all 
due respect his chance of 

success would be no bet-
ter than his unsuccessful 
run for the mayoralty of 
New York City, nor indeed 
should those parks or any 
park in New York be pre-
empted for a fair.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

LIFELESS LIFELINE
The city has delivered a slap in the face to Rockaway 

residents, who have relied on the ferry as an alternative to 
the longest public transit commute in the country on the A 
train and buses immobilized on clogged highways.

As City Council members congratulated themselves 
last month on reaching a budget accord before the dead-
line, there was something vital to Queens missing in the 
final $75 billion tally for the city.

No provision was made to extend the Rockaway Ferry 
beyond October despite despite lobbying efforts by several 
elected officials in the borough.  Nor was there any expla-
nation from City Hall as to why the ferry was left out of the 
calculations.

There have been half-hearted attempts over the years 
to offer summer ferry service to the Rockaways to draw 
beach-goers. But the latest incarnation of the Rockaway 
Ferry was born out of necessity when Hurricane Sandy 
destroyed parts of the A train tracks leading to the pen-
insula.

And the Rockaways, where many of its 115,000 resi-
dents are still struggling to recover from Sandy, have em-
braced the ferry. Ridership remained strong to Manhattan 
and Brooklyn even after the A train starting rolling to the 
Rockaways again.

The outcry from elected officials who represent the 
area has been surprisingly muted. All but one of Queens’ 
Council members voted for the budget, including Eric Ul-
rich, whose district reaches into the Rockaways.

Is the city hoping that the federal government might 
sweep in and pick up some of the tab for the ferry, which 
costs an estimated $5 million a year to run? The $3.50 fare 
covers only some of the operating expenses for trips from 
the Rockaways to Manhattan and Brooklyn.

The city Economic Development Corp. has also been 
tight-lipped about the ferry. In February, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio asked the EDC to put out a request for proposals to 
operate the route for five years, but the agency has been 
mum about when it might select a bidder.

State Assemblyman Philip Goldfeder, who represents 
Far Rockaway, said several groups had submitted plans to 
the EDC before the budget ax fell. The East River ferries 
have bigger ridership, but the Rockaway Ferry must not be 
the neglected stepchild.

The peninsula’s economic recovery from Sandy’s dev-
astating destruction depends on reliable and affordable 
public transit. Rockaway residents are taxpayers like ev-
eryone else in Queens, and they should be told why fund-
ing was eliminated for one of their few lifelines to the rest 
of the city.
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DEP set to relieve SE Qns. of fl ood problem
I

n the past decade, south-
east Queens and the 
term “flooding” have 
become synonymous. 

Residents from Rosedale 
to St. Albans experience 
ponds, streams and riv-
ers reminiscent of biblical 
plagues whenever it rains.

While the needs of res-
idents within this region of 
Queens vary widely, every 
community has expressed 
concern regarding flood-
ing and its negative impact 
on their quality of life.

Some industry experts 
attribute the frequent flood-
ing to the rising water table 
beneath many of the homes 
in City Council Districts 27 
and 31, along with the ces-
sation of the pumping of the 
groundwater wells owned 

and previously operated by 
New York City.

Since the late 19th cen-
tury, the Jamaica Water 
Supply Co. provided clean 
and reliable water for resi-
dents in Queens and Nassau 
County. The city eventually 
purchased the wells from 
the company solely for use 
within the five boroughs.

In the past decade, the 
city Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection shut-
tered the last operating well 
but recently reconsidered 
its position and is explor-
ing reopening the wells as a 
possible source of water as 
it works to repair a section 
of the Delaware Aqueduct.

As a resident of south-
east Queens and the newly 
appointed chairman of the 

Council Environmental 
Protection Committee, I 
am personally and profes-
sionally invested in finding 
a solution to the ongoing 
flood problem.

For fiscal year 2015’s 
capital plan, I am happy to 
report that DEP has budget-
ed $426 million in capital 
investment for our commu-
nity: $143 million allocated 
to restore groundwater in 
southeast Queens, $194 mil-
lion to upgrade sewers and 
$89 million to restore and 
expand waterways.

As DEP continues 
to fulfill its mandate to 
provide clean and read-
ily available water for the 
more than 8 million resi-
dents residing in New York 
City, it is truly remarkable 

to see that the needs of our 
community will finally be 
prioritized.

The appropriation 
of $143 million in DEP’s 
capital budget specifically 
calls for the reactivation 
of 23 groundwater wells 
in southeast Queens. The 
wells will largely function 
as a mitigation measure to 
address the eventual reduc-
tion of the drinking water 
supply during the restora-
tion of the Delaware Aque-
duct tunnel, also known as 
the Roundout Bypass Con-
struction.

My colleague Coun-
cilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) and I are 
excited about the positive 
impact this project may 
have on mitigation and ap-

plaud DEP’s efforts to study 
this further. Along with 
the prospect of alleviating 
flooding, our constituents 
are also concerned about 
the rising costs of water 
utilities.

While this year’s 3.35 
percent rate increase was 
the lowest in nearly a de-
cade and a victory for our 
residents, they must be re-
assured that DEP has devel-
oped cost-saving measures 
that will benefit them.

Additionally, we would 
encourage the agency to ful-
ly support water assistance 
programs to families facing 
economic insecurity in our 
respective districts. At this 
juncture, we are calling 
upon DEP to release specif-
ics regarding the plan and 

a comprehensive report on 
the expected outcome of 
reintegrating the Queens 
groundwater back into the 
system.

I believe this current 
administration is poised to 
deliver the needed services 
for residents in southeast 
Queens, but our offices will 
be there, along with activ-
ists and other community 
leaders, to see that meeting 
our needs remains a prior-
ity.

Donovan Richards
Councilman

(D-Laurelton)

Fireworks are such a nuisance

H
ave we entered 
a wormhole and 
been jettisoned 
thru space at the 

speed of light, resulting in 
time slowing down? It sure 
seems like the clock has 
been turned back 48 hours.

On July 6 at 9:39 p.m., 
fireworks were still going 
off in Bayside. Not just an 
occasional bottle rocket 
or roman candle — every 
imaginable explosive there 
is by the sound penetrated 
my double-paned windows 
as if they were not there.

And they were there, 
at least for the time being. 
This is nothing new. Every 
year scofflaws light fire-
works days after July 4 — 
days before, too. This year 
they commenced the last 
week in June and kept that 
up till the holiday, with 

exception of the night Hur-
ricane Arthur ushered in 
that downpour.

Thunder seemed soft 
as a whisper by compari-
son. Maybe it is just my 
own way of looking at 
things, but to me that is 
unsettling, signifying they 
really do not give a hoot 
about Independence Day. 
All they are after is setting 
off fireworks for entertain-
ment’s sake, with the aim 
of creating loud sounds and 
streaks of color to impress 
or annoy neighbors.

In effect, they are giv-
ing the finger to George 
Washington and all the 
other men and women who 
fought for our freedom, 
liberty and pursuit of hap-
piness — like a full night’s 
sleep. They are waking up 
law-abiding citizens who 

have to work the following 
morning, requiring us to 
hear our alarm clocks, not-
withstanding the ringing 
in our ears.

On July 5, fireworks 
were going off at 3 a.m. 
Jarred out of sleep by the 
M80s or ballistic missiles, 
as it seemed, I felt for sure 
the apocalypse was upon 
us. To top things off, they 
are committing a crime.

Unless your name hap-
pens to be “Macy” it is il-
legal to light fireworks in 
New York City. Accidents 
happen. People lose fingers, 
including those engaged in 
self-serving celebrations 
void of true patriotism and 
allegiance.

Ken Klinger
Bayside

Treat Rockaway beaches better

I 
read an article recently 
about a plan to build 
a floating Manhattan 
beach on a barge. Is that 

where the extra money goes 
when you do not have full 
lifeguard staffing in Rock-
away Beach?

On June 20, 29 beaches 
in Rockaway were open to 
swimming, but 111 beaches 

were closed for some pathet-
ic and dishonest excuse.

Please, Mr. Mayor, in-
vestigate and audit the city 
Parks Department. Why 
take the Rockaway Ferry, 
go to a Rockaway restau-
rant or shop if our beaches 
are closed to swimming?

Are we being set up to 
fail? Thirty-two days since 

Memorial Day weekend 
without a full staff of life-
guards?

This is unacceptable. 
Our beach is our protec-
tion, our recreation and a 
major source of revenue. 
Please help us.

Philip McManus
Rockaway Park

CORRECTION

The July 4-10 article “Revamped Kew Gardens Hills Library to open next summer” should have said 
that the correct cost of the project was $8.2 million.
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n 1930, Queens got its 
first traffic lights. They 
are switched on along 
the el structure on 

Queens Boulevard in Sun-
nyside, heralding a line of 
traffic signals that will ex-
tend to Flushing.

The first leg of the lon-
gest traffic light system in 
the borough is switched 
on at 3:30 p.m. from 34th 
to 49th streets. The system 
will be on from 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m. each day. It is opened 
without ceremony.

●

Well, the lads will soon 
be a thing of the past. Soon 
the track where their feet 
pound out the miles on cin-
der paths will be covered 
with apartments where 
tiled baths and hardwood 
floors abound.

The park, which sits 
on nearly 100 lots, passes 
from the Irish-American 
Athletic Club to the City 
and Suburban Home Co. 
for $5 million. With the 
speed characterized by the 

growth of the rest of the 
Thompson Hill section, the 
Celtic Park Apartments 
will open on the site by next 
May.

More than 1,200 fami-
lies of moderate means are 
to be housed on land where 
world champions were 
made and where the shouts 
of Irish “hurly” players are 
heard every Sunday.

●

In 1929, fare collec-
tions on the elevated lines 
are up dramatically: 41 mil-
lion on the Flushing line, 
24 million on the Ditmars 
line and 18 million between 
Hunters Point and Queens-
boro Plaza.

The latter stop, jointly 
operated by the BMT and 
IRT, collects more than 8 

million fares that year.
●

Borough President 
Harvey orders a speed-up of 
work on the new borough-
wide house numbering 
system. Public Works Com-
missioner Halleran calls a 
conference of businessmen 
to cooperate. Representa-
tives of the telephone, gas 
and electric light compa-
nies, as well as police and 
the postal authorities, at-
tend a meeting at Borough 
Hall in Long Island City.

Charles Powell, chief 
engineer of the Queens 
Topographical Bureau, 
said more than 300,000 
forms have to be filled out.

“The new house num-
bering system, perhaps 
more than any other single 

factor, should help elimi-
nate the provincial commu-
nity lines that for so many 
years delayed the progress 
of Queens,” he said. “Af-
ter all, there should be no 
other community spirit in 
Queens than a borough-
wide desire to expand and 
progress with community 
lines wiped out or dimmed. 
Queens should feel a new 
impulse that will add to 
its already remarkable 
growth.”

The project, which 
costs $18,000, was started in 
1915. Each house is marked 
with yellow chalk with its 
new house number when it 
enters the system.

●

Harry M. Hicks, the 
last blacksmith of Whites-

tone Village, dies suddenly 
at his home on 14th Avenue 
and 148th Street, at 75.

He was still officially 
employed as a city black-
smith by the Street Clean-
ing and Highway depart-
ments, positions he held for 
more than 30 years. He was 
a member of Whitestone’s 
Hook and Ladder Co. No. 
1, a member of Grace Epis-
copal Church, the Odd Fel-
lows, the Masons, the Ex-
empt Fireman Association 
of Flushing and the Jeffer-
son Democratic Club.

He shod the shoes of 
many race horses that ran 
on Memorial Field, a track 
between Flushing and 
Whitestone.

Queens’ fi rst traffi c lights became operational in ’30

Workers take top Korean restaurant in Flushing to court

K
um Gang San, a Ko-
rean restaurant with 
locations in Flush-
ing and Manhattan’s 

Koreatown, has egregious-
ly violated employment law 
for several years, a lawsuit 
filed in Manhattan federal 
court by the Asian Ameri-
can Legal Defense Fund 
and LatinoJustice PRLDEF 
alleges.

A mainstay of the 
Korean-American commu-
nity, Kum Gang San bills 
itself as the “No. 1 Korean 
restaurant in New York 
City” and caters weddings, 
parties and other impor-
tant events, in addition 
to having a large banquet 
space at its Flushing site, at 
138-28 Northern Blvd. The 
restaurant is open 24 hours 
a day.

The defendants in the 
case include Kum Gang 

San’s owner, Ji-Sung Yoo 
and his two younger broth-
ers, as well as two manag-
ers with the power to fire 
employees at the Flushing 
restaurant. Yoo has been 
fined twice by the Depart-
ment of Labor: in 2005 
$140,000 for improper pay-
roll records and more re-
cently almost $2 million for 
allegedly skimming wages 
from employees, which is 
currently being appealed.

“They actually under-
stood the law so well, [that] 
after these Department of 
Labor investigations they 
had workers create fraudu-
lent timecards that seem-
ingly complied with the 
law,” said Bethany Li, staff 
attorney at AALDEF.

In the lawsuit, the 14 
plaintiffs, including 10 Ko-
rean wait staff and three 
Latino bussers, claim to 
have worked 12- to 18-hour 
days when catering events 
or taking on additional 
responsibilities, includ-
ing personal tasks for the 
owner and falsifying time 
cards.

Yoo also held Sunday 

morning church services 
in the banquet hall of the 
restaurant, allegedly pun-
ishing employees who did 
not participate, according 
to the complaint. The plain-
tiffs are seeking unpaid 
minimum and overtime 
wages under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act and state law 
as well as attorney fees.

The current complaint 
alleges that busser and 
waitress tips are also split 
with managers, selected 
kitchen staff and the res-
taurant, therefore violating 
provisions for tipped mini-
mum wage.

According to federal 
law, employees may be 
paid $4.25 an hour if they 
are also compensated with 
tips, but those tips cannot 
be shared by the establish-
ment, management or the 
food preparation staff, in-
cluding chefs.

Defendant Myungja 
Lee, VIP and banquet man-
ager of the Flushing Kum 
Gang San, is named in the 
suit as taking a share of 
employee tips. The suit also 
alleges that 8 percent of em-

ployee tips made by credit 
card are taken by the estab-
lishment as a “service fee.”

The suit claims that 
Kum Gang San staff are 
owed the full minimum 
wage, due to a failure by 
the restaurant to meet the 
provisions to claim a “tip 
credit.” Combined with the 
forced overtime, the plain-
tiffs occasionally made 
under the tipped minimum 
wage, the complaint al-
leges.

Though not pursued 
by the plaintiffs, the com-
plaint includes allegations 
of forcing employees to 
“volunteer” at a farm in 
New Jersey, picking cab-
bage and chili peppers used 
in the restaurant’s kimchi. 
One employee testified that 
those who refused to vol-
unteer had their hours cut 
or were asked not to come 
into work for an extended 
period of time.

On hearing of a possi-
ble legal action, the owners 
also allegedly threatened to 
report workers to immigra-
tion authorities, according 
to the complaint.

“A lot of Koreans that 
are looking for a job in the 
restaurant industry know 
Kum Gang San,” Li notes.

In the past decade, 
a series of employment 
lawsuits were brought by 
AALDEF and other orga-
nizations against Chinese 
restaurants, but little le-
gal action has been taken 
against Korean restaurants 
prior to this lawsuit.

“Kum Gang San is 
known in the Korean com-
munity to exploit their 
workers,” Li noted, under-
lining the relative impunity 
with which the restaurant 
had been able to allegedly 
violate the law for several 
years.

The case went to trial, 
presided over by Magris-
trate Judge Michael H. 
Dolinger, and has conclud-
ed, with a decision expected 
this summer.

On the stand, Yoo 
claimed he has treated 
workers “like family.”

According to Li, when 
word of the possibility of a 
lawsuit reached the own-
ers, they called a meeting 

with all employees, in-
forming them of the conse-
quences of proceeding with 
the lawsuit.

Concerns over being 
blacklisted from employ-
ment in other Korean 
restaurants and establish-
ments discourage many 
employees from pursing 
action against their bosses, 
for fear that they be labeled 
“troublemakers.” Much 
like generations of immi-
grants before them, recent 
immigrants with little to 
no English skills initially 
rely on employment within 
ethnic communities for 
their survival.

AALDEF currently 
holds workshops to help 
educate workers on their 
rights, including their 
right to a minimum wage, 
breaks and overtime. Re-
garding efforts by Labor, Li 
stressed the importance of 
having investigators who 
are able to communicate 
with workers.

COLUMNS

n

New Voices
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A 
savvy political 
friend recently de-
scribed to me in a 
simple, glib way 

why shootings generally go 
up in the summer and stay 
low in the winter.

“People start hanging 
out outside when the weath-
er gets warm, they have a 
couple of drinks and then 
if someone pisses someone 
off, it can lead to a shooting 
in certain neighborhoods,” 
he said. “In the winter, ev-
eryone’s inside, so this kind 
of thing rarely happens.”

Well, it is not quite 
that simple, but shootings 
generally spike during the 
summer, and this summer 
so far they are up more 
than 10 percent from last 
year.

This past weekend 
there were 12 shootings 
in the city. This alarming 
trend has led some to ques-
tion whether this is because 
of the new administration 
and the steep decrease in 
stop-and-frisks. This line 
of thinking was inevitable, 
but it seems too early to dis-
cern a trend, and we should 
all take a deep breath and 
calm down.

Stop-and-frisk was an 
extremely controversial 
policy used frequently dur-
ing the Bloomberg admin-
istration. Then-Police Com-
missioner Ray Kelly faced a 
lot of criticism during the 
mayoral campaign of 2013 
that his department was 
unfairly profiling young 
black and Latino men, who 
made up the vast major-
ity of those stopped-and-
frisked.

There was even a con-
troversial court case that 
was decided last summer 
— right near the end of the 
campaign — that sought 
to limit the Police Depart-

ment’s ability to use stop-
and-frisk as a crime tool.

While this was going 
on, the number of stop-and-
frisks dropped quite precip-
itously anyway and still the 
rate of major crimes contin-
ued its steep decline in 2013 
as the waning days of the 
Bloomberg administration 
came to a close.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
made a wise choice when he 
picked Bill Bratton to be po-
lice commissioner because 
of Bratton’s strong track 
record in not only reducing 
crime, but in smoothing re-
lations between the Police 
Department and the com-
munity. He did this most 
famously in Los Angeles, 
and now Bratton has been 
working quietly and effec-
tively to bring the NYPD 
into the post-stop-and-frisk 
era.

There has been much 
debate of late about wheth-
er we have enough police 
on the streets to keep New 
York the safest large city in 
America

When Mike Bloomberg 
took office in 2002, there 
were more than 35,000 po-
lice in the city, a number 
that dwindled to 31,000 by 
the end of his 1å2 years in 
office. It is a testament to 
Bloomberg and Kelly that 
they were able to keep re-
ducing crime and terror-
ists at bay with fewer re-
sources.

But during the may-
oral campaign a few candi-
dates vowed to increase the 
police force again.

In the recent budget ne-
gotiations, the City Council, 
led by Melissa Mark-Viveri-
to, pushed for adding 1,000 
more police to the force, but 
surprisingly de Blasio and 
Bratton opposed this. The 
final compromise called for 
adding just 200 more police, 
a fiscally prudent move by 
de Blasio, but perhaps one 
that will look short-sighted 
if crime and shootings con-
tinue to spike once summer 
ends.

Last week, Bratton an-
nounced that he was mov-

ing 400 senior desk person-
nel to patrol the streets for 
the summer as part of an 
“all hands on deck” initia-
tive, which was perhaps 
prompted by the recent 
rounds of high weekend 
violence.

Crime fighting in New 
York has become much 
more sophisticated in re-
cent years, with even units 
created that use social 
media to infiltrate gangs 
to reduce gang violence, 
which accounts for a high 
percentage of violent crime 
in the city. That example 
may largely explain why 
crime fighting has become 
so much more efficient and 
thus not as labor intensive 
as it was in the 1980s and 
’90s.

No matter what, de 
Blasio and Bratton were 
wise to commission a study 
to see if the recent rise in 
shootings had any correla-
tion to the drop in stop-and-
frisks. Those who lived in 
New York 20 and 30 years 
ago sometimes worry the 

city could sink back to the 
days of the Wild West when 
more than 2,000 murders a 
year were the norm (vs. less 
than 400 last year).

Keeping the city safe 
and educating our children 
are the most important 
jobs the mayor has, and 
these two are related. But 
now that school’s out, the 
weather’s getting much hot-
ter and people are spending 
more time outside drinking 
and partying, we need to 
make sure the Thin Blue 
Wall is sufficiently manned 
to keep us safe.

Adding 200 police and 
getting 400 more out of the 
office and onto the streets 
is a good start.

Stay tuned during the 
next two months to find out 
if this is enough to keep the 
impressive drop in crime of 
the past two decades on its 
steady descent downward 
or whether it is time to re-
think some policing levels 
and methods.

Rise in murders may not correlate to end of stop-frisk

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) spoke about 
the urgency for undocu-
mented immigrants in New 
York to enroll or reapply for 
the Deportation Protection 
Program this week.

“This program that 
was put into place by Presi-
dent Obama allows quali-
fied immigrants under the 
age of 31 who were brought 
into the country illegally 
as children to receive work 
permits and stay in the 
United States for a period 
of two years,” Meng said 
Tuesday. “It is not a long-
term solution but it will 
help youths now.”

DACA is a program 
where immigrants can ap-
ply to receive a Social Se-
curity number , a driver’s 
license and credit cards.

To qualify for DACA, 
applicants must have been 
under the age of 31 as of 
June 15, 2012; entered the 

United States before their 
16th birthday; stayed in the 
United States since June 15, 
2012; graduated or obtained 
a certificate of completion 
from high school or a GED,  
been an honorably dis-
charged veteran of the U.S. 
armed forces, and have not 
been convicted of a felony, a 
significant misdemeanor, 
three or more other misde-
meanors and do not pose a 
threat to national security 
or public safety.

“A lot of these immi-
grants don’t know how to 
apply for DACA and many 

people are afraid because 
of negative consequences 
that they think will occur,” 
Meng told a news confer-
ence in front of Newtown 
High School in Elmhurst.

She said many un-
documented immigrants 

are unaware that there are 
new applications required 
to continue in the DACA 
program as well.

According to Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Catholic 
Migration Services the Rev. 
Patrick J. Keating, “People 

can apply 120 days before it 
[DACA] expires.”

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights) said, “This is 
the right step in the right 
direction. It’s a critical step 
for young students as well 

as in-state immigrants.
“It has helped young 

people in the community 
access opportunities for 
internships and jobs,” he 
said.

To apply for DACA, im-
migrants must go through 
an attorney or the U.S. 
Board of Immigration Ap-
peals. If people are unable 
to afford the filing fee, they 
can apply for a loan or apply 
for a scholarship to help, ac-
cording to Jessica Orozco, 
director of immigration 
and civic engagement at the 
Hispanic Federation.

DACA protections 
start to expire this Septem-
ber, so immigrants are be-
ing urged to re-apply and 
apply as soon as possible.

“It is critical for our 
communities to spread the 
word loud and clear that 
those with DACA status 
must renew their enroll-
ment in the program as 
soon as possible,” said 
Meng.

 Congresswoman Grace Meng joins immigration advocacy groups and other elected officials urging 
undocumented immigrants to enroll and reapply for DACA. Photo by Gabrielle Prusak

Re-apply now for deportation protection: Meng

LIMITED TIME OFFER

INVENTORY MUST GO! 
AL L  PVC  AND  WO OD SECTIONS 

WH EN  I N STALLED

1-800-BUY-FENCE

*

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk

Residential & Commercial

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntington Area
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Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011

AMITYVILLE & JERICHO LOCATIONS OPEN SUNDAY 11AM-3PM

Proudly Made

on Long Island

FREE “AT HOME” 
ESTIMATES

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessssssssssssiiiiiiiiiiiddddddddddeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnttttttttttttiiiiiiiaaaaaaaaaaalllllllllll &&&&&&&&&& CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrccciiiiiaaaaaaaaaalllllllllllllllRRRRRRRRRRRReeReReessidedeenttitiiall & CCoommemeerrcciiall

t

MM

50%
OFF

*50% discount on sections only when installed.  Up to 20% discount on chainlink, aluminum, and all railings.  Not applicable on prior purchases.  See store for details.   Financing and discounts can not be combined.  Can not be combined with 
any other offers or discounts.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.  License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

4 Convenient Locations

lt’s a critical 
step for young 

students as 
well as in-state 

immigrants.
Assemblyman 

Francisco Moya
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Each office is independently owned and operated. We are pledged to provide equal opportunity for housing to any prospective customer or client, without regard to race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

danielgale.com

Deirdre O’Connell
Associate Real Estate Broker
Gold Circle of Excellence
Manhasset Office
364 Plandome Rd, Manhasset, NY
516.627.4440 ext.360, c.516.532.9736
deirdreoconnell@danielgale.com

Open House By Appointment Only – Sunday July 13, 1:00 – 2:30pm 
Douglas Manor, NY – "Windemere"
Unique opportunity to own one of the largest and most beautiful properties in historic Douglas Manor. Main house (100x100) is a 1900s English Tudor home 
perfectly restored and expanded with 6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, formal living room and dining room, gourmet eat-in kitchen, family room, 4 fireplaces and a 
gorgeous English garden with blue stone patio and walkways. Guest cottage with bedroom, bath, kitchen/living room on separate lot (60x100). A third lot 
(100x100) offers a finished building perfect for pool house. Sold together or as 3 separate lots. Masterpiece Listing. SD #26. MLS# 2672321. $4,720,000.

Patricia Gahan Moroney
Real Estate Salesperson
Gold Circle of Excellence
Manhasset Office
364 Plandome Rd, Manhasset, NY
516.627.4440 ext.369, c.516.313.8966
patriciamoroney@danielgale.com

Ann Carlucci
Associate Real Estate Broker
Gold Circle of Excellence
Manhasset Office
364 Plandome Rd, Manhasset, NY
516.627.4440 ext.203, c.516.672.2023
anncarlucci@danielgale.com

Lot 1 Lot 2 Lot 3
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The PS 107 community 
is offering financial help to 
Orlie Siankam as she trav-
els to her native Cameroon 
to bury a son who authori-
ties allege was strangled to 
death by his dad.

Parents had collected 
about $8,300 toward send-
ing Siankam and her sister, 
Emilienne Ngampa, home 
with the remains of Jerry 
Kenmoe, who was going 
into fourth-grade at the 
Flushing school, as of Tues-
day evening.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) said she 
helped Siankam obtain 
the necessary travel clear-
ance before her Wednesday 
flight.

Kathryn Como, whose 
son just graduated from PS 
107, said the PS 107 commu-
nity hopes to raise enough 
to reimburse Siankam for 

a trip that is financially 
taxing for her and to send 
Ngampa to join her in Cam-
eroon. Como estimated this 
would cost at least $10,000.

“And there are still 
some expenses obviously 
that have to be paid when 
they get there for the 
morgue and travel from the 
airport to a village,” Como 
said. “It’s a lot.”

Many at PS 107 were 
stunned to learn Kenmoe, 
8, was killed June 29.

The Queens district 
attorney’s office charged 
the Flushing boy’s father 
with second-degree mur-
der, shortly after police 
said he allegedly admitted 
to strangling the 8-year-
old to death and slitting his 
own wrists in an apparent 
suicide-attempt.

Although PS 107 is on 
summer vacation, the city 
Department of Education 
sent grief counselors to the 

Flushing school last week 
to help mourning teachers 
and parents, according to 
Joe Kessler, the District 25 
United Federation of Teach-
ers district leader.

“Kids were telling sto-

ries of Jerry — he was re-
ally, really liked by friends. 
And teachers said he was 
the sweetest and always 
wanted to help,” said Kes-
sler, a physical education 
teacher at PS 107. “There 

was a lot, a lot of crying and 
we were consoling each 
other.”

Soon they had orga-
nized a fund-raising drive, 
soliciting money at a booth 
in front of the 167-02 45th 

Ave. school and online, at 
crowdrise.com/fundraiser-
forJerryKenmoe.

Parents remembered 
Jerry as quick to smile, an 
eager basketball player and 
practitioner of taekwondo 
near PS 107’s entrance.

“He was a happy boy, 
always smiling,” said Ma-
ria Bonilla, whose son used 
to play basketball with 
Jerry.

Como said many from 
the school also attended a 
service for Jerry in Brook-
lyn this weekend.

“It was horrible, just 
heart-wrenching because 
the mother is just inconsol-
able,” she said. “It was very 
hard to sit there.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Maria Bonilla (l.) and Kathryn Como (r.), parents of students who 
just graduated from PS 107, sit at a fund-raising booth in front of 
the school. Photo by Sarina Trangle

PS 107 collects funds to send boy’s body to Cameroon
Parents, pupils and teachers hope to raise $10,000 to help family of slain 8-year-old student

Our Technicians 
Are Proven Pros 

With Certifi cation 
From ASE And 

N.Y. State 
Recognized

NYS
INSPECTION

STATION

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto 
Repair Service Station 

Please Call 
The BBB (212) 533-6200 

MEMBER OF 
BETTER 

BUSINESS 
BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

SUMMER SPECIAL BRAKE SERVICE 
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

New Anti-Freeze

Battery Pads or Reline Shoes

Dex Cool Anti-Freeze Add $10.00

Only 

$24
Reg. $29.95

$79 $99
$49

Dex-Cool 

Add $10

Most Foreign & 

Domestic Cars 

Includes:  

IO Point Safety 

Check and Up To 5 

Quarts Motor Oil

Rotate tires 
$10.00  extra

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 8.10.14

$20 

Additional For 

Semi-Metallic

TONY PANVINI,
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 8.10.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 8.10.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 8.10.14

Serving

Bayside 

For Over

25 Years

Boujeke Kenmoe is accused of 
killing his 8-year-old son, Jerry, 
police say.
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Summer Studio Hours: 
Mon. – Thurs. 9am to 8pm & Fri. 9am to 4pm

Monday, August 18th through Friday, August 22nd from 10am – 4pm
(discount rate available if registered by July 13th)

Monday through Friday, July 7th to August 8th (5 weeks)

1 week, 2 week, or 3 week enrollment available

IMNY is excited to announce they will soon 
will be relocating to another brand new state 
of the art professional dance studio with four 
over-sized dance rooms.  Same great location...

just 3x’s bigger!!!
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BRIEFS

Some residents across 
the borough were both-
ered by a slew of illegal 
fireworks that were repeat-
edly set off by their neigh-
bors throughout the July 4 
weekend.

The NYPD urged peo-
ple before and during the 
holiday to complain about 
the use of illegal fireworks 
and even offered rewards 
for information leading to 
the arrest of people pos-
sessing the substances, but 
the threat did not stop resi-
dents from using them dur-

ing their celebrations.
Some homeowners 

complained that the noise 
lasted until close to 3 a.m. 
in some neighborhoods.

The 109th and 111th 
precincts, which cover 
northern and eastern 
Queens, could not be 
reached for comment this 
week about how many com-
plaints were logged regard-
ing fireworks.

— Kelsey Durham

The Bulova Corp. plans 
to move part of its staff 
from its Woodside location 
to the 29th floor of the Em-
pire State Building in 2015, 
a spokeswoman said.

“We want to be where 
all the energy and excite-
ment is and that makes it 
easier for us and for our 
customers to come see us,” 

Vice President and Creative 
Director Fae Druiz said.

Bulova, a jewelry com-
pany started in 1875 by a 
Bohemian immigrant in 
Manhattan, agreed to a 15-
year lease for the 29th floor, 
Druiz said.

She said Bulova was 
not sure whether all or just 
a portion of personnel cur-

rently based in the 1 Bulova 
Ave. location would move to 
Manhattan.

The company is hop-
ing to make the transition 
in fall 2015, depending on 
when reconstruction work 
is completed.

— Sarina Trangle

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Police said they caught 
up with an armed man 
fleeing from the scene of a 
double shooting at the As-
toria Houses last Thursday 
afternoon after the car he 
was riding in slammed into 
another vehicle several 
blocks away.

Valley Stream, L.I., 
resident Shannon Smith, 34, 
was arrested and charged 
with attempted murder, 
assault, criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, reckless 
endangerment, resisting 
arrest and possession of 
a stolen .45-caliber Ruger 
handgun after the 4:30 p.m. 
shooting, the NYPD said.

An NYPD lieutenant 
along with two police offi-
cers from the Queens North 
Conditions Unit had been 
on patrol in an unmarked 

car when shots rang out in 
front of 27-10 8th St., accord-
ing to cops.

A 15-year-old boy had 
been shot in his shoulder 
and a 30-year-old man had 
been struck in his torso 
and leg.

After police arrived 
on the scene, the officers 
spotted Smith, who ran 
away and jumped into the 
passenger side of a black 
1999 Acura that had been 
stopped at the corner of 
27th Avenue and 8th Street 
with another man behind 
the wheel, police said.

The Acura sped off, al-
legedly blew through a stop 
sign and hit another vehicle 
at the intersection of 26th 
Avenue and 21st Street, ac-
cording to the NYPD and 
a criminal complaint filed 
by the Queens district at-
torney.

The men took off on 

foot, but police were able 
to catch up with Smith and 
place him under arrest, ac-
cording to cops. Smith had 
been carrying on his ankle 
a semiautomatic .45-caliber 
Ruger handgun loaded with 
three rounds when he was 
apprehended, according to 
the court document.

Emergency responders 
brought both the 15-year-
old, who was in stable con-
dition, and the 30-year-old, 
who was listed in critical 
but stable condition, to 
Elmhurst Hospital, the 
NYPD and the FDNY said.

A witness told the 
Queens DA’s office that the 
15-year-old had been struck 
while running from the 
shooting scene, according 
to the complaint.

Police said the inves-
tigation into the shooting 
was ongoing.

The Police Department asked 
Queens residents to alert them 
about illegal fireworks being 
set off.

Police charge man in Astoria Houses shooting

Bulova Corp. on the move

Fireworks plague boroAccepting Most 
Insurance Plans

We Accept:
Blue Cross 

Blue Shield, 
Blue View & 

Most Eyemed 
Insurance

WE ARE A GVS 
PROVIDER

Please call us 
to see if we 

accept  your 
insurance

NO–LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 
w/ Metal Frames

$9999
Exam Not Included

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
w/ Metal Frames

$16999

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 - 530 
Tues. & Thurs. 11 - 730  - 430OF BAYSIDE

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES
$6999

Including Free Eye Exam

BUY 1 PAIR 
OF GLASSES 

RECEIVE 1 PAIR 
OF EQUAL OR LESSER 

VALUE*

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be 
combined with any other offers, promotions, 

Free Eye Exam 

included with purchase 

of Glasses.
Limited Time Only!

www.eyesupplyofbayside.com

MODEL
GraND OPENING

JoJoJoJoJoJJ ininininin uuuu usssss thththththisisisisis wwww weeeeeeeeeekekekekekendndndndnd tttt tooooo seseseseseeeeee thththththeeeee dididididifffffffffferererererenenenenencecececece
in our 3 brand new model homes!

Maple-Fields.com | 914.461.9208

The Wallkill,  
Ramapo & Hudson
are the definition of the  

Baker Residential Difference,  

filled with high-quality features,  

classic style and so much more!

•   3 bedrooms, 2.5 bath with attached 2-car garages

•   Gourmet inspired kitchens, including Stainless Steel 
appliances, granite countertops, etc. 

•  Hardwood flooring throughout 1st floor

•  Finished Recreation Room

•  Convenient Orange County location

•   Clubhouse with fitness center, outdoor pool,  
basketball court and tot lot

SPECIAL 
PRICING FROM $249,900

GPS Address: 31 Schutt Road, Town of Wallkill, NY
We are open 7 days a week from 10am to 5pm. Also available by appointment.
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JULY 13TH

Group Health Incorporated (GHI), HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP), HIP Insurance 
Company of New York and EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC are EmblemHealth 
companies. EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC provides administrative services 
to the EmblemHealth companies. Neighborhood Care is a division of EmblemHealth. 
©EmblemHealth Inc. 2014, All Rights Reserved.

*T-Shirts will be given to the first 500 registrants to participate at an official location. 
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Open only to legal residents of New York 
State, 18+ as of the date of entry. Ends 7/13/14. Subject to Official Rules at 
www.smallsteps.emblemhealth.com. Sponsor: EmblemHealth, New York, NY.

IN THE GAME OF HEALTHIER LIVING, 
YOU WIN AT THE START.

smallsteps.emblemhealth.com/anyk
REGISTER NOW

On your mark, get set, step! On July 13th, New Yorkers will be taking more than  
1 million small steps toward healthier living during the EmblemHealth Any K. 
With plenty of free giveaways and music from your favorite local DJs, it’s the 
summer event you won’t want to miss! Join us at any of our official locations  
or anywhere else in the neighborhood – you decide. 

We’ll celebrate your start with a free t-shirt* and a chance to win a pair 
of Brooklyn Nets suite tickets. Sign up for free today!



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 1

1–
17

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

22

BT

BY KELSEY DURHAM

A congressional pri-
mary between two Republi-
can candidates in northeast 
Queens is still not officially 
decided after three unsuc-
cessful weeks of trying to 
determine a winner, the 
state Board of Elections 
said.

Days after the June 24 
election, the race between 
Stephen Labate and Grant 
Lally, each hoping to un-
seat U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) in November, 
was still too close to call be-
fore counting the absentee 
ballots.

After all 661 scanner 
votes had been tallied, the 
BOE website showed Lally 
held a 15-vote lead over La-
bate as of June 25, before 
absentee ballots had been 
opened. After counting 
absentee ballots, the BOE 
said earlier this week that 
the race would be heading 
to the courtroom to have a 
judge rule on a group of bal-

lots that Labate’s campaign 
objected to.  But the lawsuit 
was called off Wednesday 
after a discontinuance was 
filed, allowing the three 
counties represented in the 
district — Queens, Nassau 
and Suffolk — to continue 
their counting process un-
disturbed, according to the 
BOE.

The district is made 
up of towns and villages 
on Long Island as well as 
the Queens neighborhoods 
of Little Neck, Douglaston, 
Whitestone and Bay Ter-
race.

Even though the re-
sults were still unclear, 
Lally posted a message to 
his campaign’s Facebook 
page July 7 stating that 
the board had confirmed 
he won the election and 
thanked his voters for their 
support.

“After completing the 
count of over 500 absentee 
ballots in New York’s 3rd 
congressional district, New 
York’s Board of Elections is 

certifying Grant Lally as 
the winner for the Republi-
can nomination!” the post 
read.

Lally said Wednesday 
that the message was post-
ed after he received word 

from the BOE that he had 
a 19-vote lead over Labate 
after absentee ballots were 
counted and he said the 
BOE had to certify those re-
sults by July 9 under state 
law, which is when the 

BOE said it was originally 
expecting all results to be 
final. But as of Wednesday 
afternoon, the BOE said 
it had still only received 
official county results 
from Suffolk, although the 

spokesman said the process 
was probably being held up 
by the issuing of the court 
order earlier in the week.

“At this point, I’ve won 
the election,” Lally said 
Wednesday. “I didn’t issue 
a victory declaration on the 
basis of nothing.”

A spokeswoman for 
Labate’s campaign posted a 
message on his page Tues-
day morning saying that 25 
absentee ballots had not yet 
been counted prior to the 
court hearings.

“The 25 voters whose 
ballots have yet to be count-
ed deserve to have their 
voices heard,” the spokes-
woman wrote. “The vote 
is razor thin and we owe it 
to the voters to ensure that 
not only were their votes 
counted, but counted cor-
rectly.”

Labate’s campaign did 
not respond to a request 
for an additional comment 
about the status of the re-
sults.

Stephen Labate (l.) and Grant Lally (r.) will soon head to court to decide the winner of a June 24 
Republican primary.

No winner yet in GOP primary for Israel’s seat

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Two brothers attending two different 
schools within the same campus 
complex are both Valedictorian of 
their respective graduating class.

Alexander Ramroop
Student of Distinction 
July 2014
Humanities and Arts 
High School      

Alexander Ramroop is the 2014 Valedictorian 
at Humanities and Arts High School in the Campus 
Complex, Cambria Heights and received an 
Advanced Regents Diploma. He completed his 
studies obtaining a 93.8 GPA, and is a member 
of the school’s Honor Society.  

 Alexander participated in a program with 
the College Summit, a national non-profi t 
organization that helps high schools raise their 
college enrollment rates by building a college-
going culture. Another program he participated 
in was 21st Century Video Production at 
Queensborough Community College. The main 
goal of the program is to provide students the 
opportunity to earn high school and college credit 
on a college campus while still enrolled in high 
school. On weekends Alexander took enrichment 
courses through Queensborough Community 
College’s Project Price program.

 Outside of scholarly pursuits, Alexander is 
interested in Fashion Design. He is also a thespian. 
Alexander attended a 3-day acting camp at 
Pepperdine University, CA, in 2012 and was a 
member of his school’s HA! Theater Company. 
During his high school acting career, he had a 
role in Fame and Cheaper by the Dozen. 

 Miranda Smalls, College Advisor, credits 
Alex, “with incredible motivational drive, ability 
to take on multiple tasks simultaneously and 

ability to produce high quality results.” Among 
his achievements is participation in the Student 
Government and being a College Summit Peer 
Leader.

 Principal Rosemarie O’Mard of the Humanities 
and the Arts High School feels that Alexander 
has gained a high degree of confi dence over 
the years and has earned the respects of staff 
and students. According to O’Mard, “He never 
compromised his ideas, and he is dedicated, 
smart, and has integrity. We congratulate him on 
his accomplishments.”

Matthew Ramroop
Student of Distinction 
July 2014
Government & Community 
Service High School

Matthew Ramroop achieved a 94.9 average 
during his high school career and is a proud 
member of the National Honor Society. On a 
daily basis, Matthew volunteers in the Principal’s 
Offi ce and volunteers as a tutor after school for 
freshmen attending the World Leaders Program. 

He went to a Law and CSI Forum in Maryland 
in the summer of 2012. NYLF Law & CSI gives 
high school students the opportunity to explore 
the full range of professions that exist in the 
legal and forensic science fi elds through hands-
on experiences in crime scene investigation, 
evidence analysis and courtroom simulations. 
Later that summer he also attended a Queens 
Science Program. 

Matthew took a College Now course in 
Linguistics and in Political Science at Queens 
College. The College Now Program at Queens 
College improves the academic achievement of 
high school students and ensures that graduating 
students are ready to do college-level work. 

Last year, Matthew served as an intern in 
the Black Spectrum Theatre, where he worked 
with children. Black Spectrum Theatre Company 
produces theatrical productions, fi lms and 
videos examining issue of social signifi cance to 
the African-American community. 

Additionally, he loves music – particularly 
Heavy Metal and Rock– and plays the guitar. 
This summer Matthew plans to take part in the 
Summer Youth Program. Matthew was also an 
active member of the varsity bowling team, the 
poetry club and the French club.

School Counselor and College Advisor Elaine 
Bancone enthusiastically states, “Matthew is a 
hardworking, organized, responsible young man 
with leadership qualities. He is mature, and well-
liked both by his peers and adults in the school.”

According to Principal Delfyett-White, 
“Matthew is a wonderful student, is always 
willing to help anyone, and is often sought out 
by his classmates for assistance with their school 
work.” How fi tting that someone who assists 
others is sometimes the recipient of assistance: 
Matthew will be attending Mercy College with a 
partial Honors Scholarship.

We wish both young men continued success 
as they move forward into college. 

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Matthew Rampoor (Left) and Alexander Rampoor (Right)
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Do you have a Medicare 
and a Medicaid card?
Need help paying your 
Part B premium?

MetroPlus is a health plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus depends on contract 
renewal. This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our customer service 
number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM. Esta información 
está disponible gratuitamente en otros idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro Servicio de Atención 
al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY para personas con problemas auditivos 
711, lunes a viernes 8AM – 8PM. A sales person will be present with information and applications. 
For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and 
TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM.  H0423_MKT1250 File&Use 04222014

For detailed location information
and to RSVP, please call us at:

1.866.986.0356 – TTY Users: 711

Hours of operation: Mon - Sat, 8AM - 8PM

www.metroplusmedicare.org

We can help you 
save over $1,200!

Member Name:
Member Identification #:
Primary Care Physician (PCP):
PCP Phone Number:
Subscriber Effective Date:
Health Care Center:
RxBIN-004336  RxPCN-MEDDADV                  Plan: <code>
RxGRP-RX8541 Issuer (80840)  

CMS-H0423-001

Join us at one of our free Medicare seminars to fi nd out 
how to enroll in a Medicare Savings Program!

QUEENS HOSPITAL

82-70 164th St., Pavillion Lobby
Queens

July 17 • 11:00AM to 3:00PM

ELMHURST HOSPITAL

79-01 Broadway, Room A1-22
Queens

August 12 • 9:30AM to 12:00PM

QUEENS HOSPITAL

82-70 164th St., Pavillion Lobby
Queens

August 14 • 11:00AM to 3:00PM

QUEENS HOSPITAL

82-70 164th St., Pavillion Lobby
Queens

Sept. 10 • 11:00AM to 3:00PM
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Do you live in one  
of NYC’s six hurricane 
evacuation zones?

Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone 
or call 311 #knowyourzone

The annual Macy’s Fourth of July fireworks was back on the East River this year, but to see the spectacular, view-
ers needed to be creative. TimesLedger Newspapers’ intrepid photographer found a spot on the 42nd floor of a building 
in Long Island City.

East River fi reworks seen from some LIC perches
Fireworks are visible above the Manhattan skyline. Photo by Steven Malecki

The closest barge to Queens from which fireworks were shot was  
near the Brooklyn Bridge. Photo by Steven Malecki
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BTSCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

 Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
Leg, Low Back Weakness
Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
Diffi culty Walking
Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

Call Now 
for a
FREE

Consultation 
to see 

how our 
technologies
may benefi t 

you.

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

Flexor digitorum
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
superfi cialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium

Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call Now for a
“FREE Consultation” to see
how our technologies
may benefi t you.

Most Insurances Accepted

We
NOW HAVE
COLD LASER

IF YOU HAVE 
CARPAL TUNNEL SYNDROME 

OR ITS SYMPTOMS:

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabilitation.com
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Photos by Christina Santucci 

Photos by Nat Valentine 

Photos by Walter Karling
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

 City Harvest launched 
its second Mobile Market in 
Queens recently and more 
than 500 families attended 
the Long Island City event, 
according to the senior 
director of program opera-
tions, Leslie Gordon.

The mobile market 
was set up at the Queens-
bridge Houses, where orga-
nizers say 66 percent of the 
residents suffer from diet-
related diseases. Residents 
of the Queensbridge and 
nearby Ravenswood houses 
are eligible to register to re-
ceive free food at this new 
mobile market.

 Organizers expect the 
location to provide produce 
for some 700 families by 
distributing nearly 20,000 
pounds of fresh fruits and 
vegetables twice per month. 
City Harvest plans to hold 
the Mobile Markets twice 
per month at the Queens-
bridge site.

According to Gordon, 

Queensbridge has a large 
resident population living 
in 90 residential buildings.

City Harvest chose 
Queensbridge, which has 
about 3,100 apartments, 
because of the lack of food 
pantries and kitchens said 
Gordon, who pointed out 
that “16 percent or more 
suffer from food insecu-
rity.”

“Our retail team has 
been working closely with 
the Associated Supermar-
ket at Queensbridge to 
improve resident access 
to healthy produce retail,” 
said Tatiana Orlov, the 
northwest Queens man-
ager of Healthy Neighbor-
hoods, City Harvest’s pro-
gram that runs the Mobile 
Markets.

City Harvest’s Mobile 
Markets are farmers mar-
ket-style stands that serve 
low-income communities 
by distributing around 
150,000 pounds of fruits and 
vegetables each month, ac-
cording the City Harvest 

website.
Orlov said the organi-

zation’s first Mobile Market 
was set up at the Astoria 
Houses and serves resi-
dents from Astoria and the 
11102 ZIP code area.

During the Queens-
bridge opening in June, a 
healthy cooking demon-
stration was also held, and 

health and wellness infor-
mation and details about 
voter registration were 
distributed. Organizers of 
the Queens Mobile Market 
had asked residents of the 
Queensbridge and Raven-
swood housing develop-
ments to pre-register for 
the event.

During the demon-

stration, the staff and vol-
unteers from City Harvest 
illustrated healthy cooking 
recipes and techniques for 
residents, according to the 
organization’s website.

City Harvest also 
“runs nutrition education 
courses at six sites, includ-
ing Jacob Riis Community 
Center, where the market 

takes place,” Orlov said. 
During these nutri-

tion education courses, 
adults, families, teenagers 
and senior citizens build 
the skills and confidence 
to prepare healthy meals, 
organizers said.

“Mobile Markets are 
part of City Harvest’s 
Healthy Neighborhoods 
programs, which target 
low-income communities 
where residents suffer from 
high rates of food insecuri-
ty, poverty and diet-related 
disease and where healthy, 
affordable food is not readi-
ly accessible,” City Harvest 
said in a statement.

City Harvest’s Healthy 
Neighborhoods program 
serves all five boroughs.

According to City Har-
vest’s website, the group 
plans on delivering more 
than 2.5 million pounds 
of fruits and vegetables 
through the use of Mobile 
Markets this year. 

Volunteers give free samples of healthy food to residents at the Mobile Market in Queensbridge. 
Photo by Michael Seto/courtesy City Harvest

Newest Mobile Market opens at Queensbridge

CAMP 
DAY 

WED. JULY 16TH | 11AM

PERFECT LUNCH 
TIME OUTING FOR 
YOUR FAMILY OR KIDS!

FOR TICKETS: TICKETMASTER.COM OR 877 WNBA TIX



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
1
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CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 $103
Stk# 1382, 3k mi. Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $115

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
11k miles, Stk#7453

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#84619

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA
$8,995

SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
32k miles, Stk#1616

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,995
RAV4 4WD'12 TOYOTA

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
10k miles, Stk#4709

SELECTIONSAVINGS &
FIND A WHOLE LOT OF

AT MAJOR WORLD!AT MAJOR WORLD!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 130k 544413 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

   

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

2010 Honda Fit, 17k 73329 $6,395 
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 465633 $9,995
2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
       MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
  

 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 72824 $13,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
 

 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 134954 $16,900 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2012 Ford Explorer, 34k 2398 $21,895
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $28,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 36k 034527 $9,995 
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $10,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995 
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37, 52k 83017 $14,888
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

328i xdrive2013 BMW

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

ALTIMA2013 NISSAN

Stk# 267298, 20k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

MURANO2012 NISSAN

Stk# 5822, 12k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995

C3002011 MERCEDES

Stk# 3824, 14k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 DODGEGR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$12,995

ESCAPE2012 FORD

Stk# 7278, 72k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2012 MERCEDESGL-450

Stk# 7339, 23k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$34,995
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Two men were arrested 
and charged with making 
graffiti shortly after memo-
rial services in Ridgewood 
for famed Queens graffiti 
artist Jason Wulf Monday, 
the NYPD and commemo-
rative blogs said.

Friends and fans 
flocked to blogs, such as the 
art-focused Animal website, 
to remember Wulf after the 
New York Post reported he 
was found dead beside the 
third rail of subway tracks 
in Brooklyn July 2.

Wulf, a Ridgewood 
resident known in the graf-
fiti world by his tag DG, is 
credited with founding the 
New Wave Crew, painting 
subway trains amid strict 
clean car crackdowns and 
embracing an old-school at-
titude of not seeking main-
stream recognition, accord-
ing to Animal.

Friends organized an 
online fund-raiser through 
Give Forward and collected 

$10,000 for Wulf’s July 7 fu-
neral at Seneca Chapels.

Shortly after the cere-
mony concluded, according 
to Give Forward, the Police 
Department said it received 
reports of two men making 
graffiti near the funeral 
home at Seneca and Greene 
avenues in Ridgewood.

Police said they cuffed 
the duo in the Metropolitan 

Avenue subway station af-
ter officers said they found 
them with black markers 
and stickers.

Jonathan Bornemann, 
19, and Brian Alequin, 47, 
were charged with making 
graffiti and possession of a 
graffiti instrument, police 
said.

— Sarina Trangle

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

If you are in a hurry to 
get to LaGuardia Airport, 
hailing a yellow cab might 
be your best bet.

A taxi trip from 39th 
Street and 6th Avenue in 
Midtown Manhattan came 
in first in a recent “Race 
to LaGuardia” event spon-
sored by the Global Gate-
way Alliance, an airport 
advocacy agency.

The taxi, of course, 
was not the cheapest transit 
mode offered. The trip took 
25 minutes and cost $33, in-
cluding a 20 percent tip.

Coming in second was 
the NYC Airporter express 
bus service, which took 44 
minutes to reach LGA and 
cost $13.

The UberX car service 
was third at 48 minutes 
and cost $44 followed by 

CitiBike at 49 minutes at a 
cost of $2.50. The No. 7 train 
to the Q70 bus at Woodside 
took 58 minutes and cost 
$2.50, while the Long Island 
Rail Road to the Q70 bus 
took 56 minutes and cost 
$8.25.

The No. 4 train to the 
M60 bus at 125th Street 
came in last at 61 minutes 
and cost $2.50.

“The survey found 

what passengers across the 
city and the country know 
all too well,” said Joseph 
Sitt, founder of the Global 
Gateway Alliance.

“There isn’t any easy 
hassle-free way to get to 
and from LaGuardia. Ei-
ther you are charged an 
arm and a leg or you have 
a long trip on public trans-
portation.”

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

Attention Men

Not feeling like your usual self?
It may be low testosterone —

and you have options.

Tired? Low sex drive? Losing muscle tone?
Maybe even a bit depressed?

I may be more than just age. It could be 
low testosterone. Although millions of men 
suff er from low testosterone, very few know 
they even have it — or that they can do 
something about it.

Low testosterone can easily be diagnosed 
by a simple blood text. Please contact us 
to discuss several potential options for the 
treatment of low testosterone.

Dr. Kaminetsky is a board-certifi ed urologist

Take the Next Step

Is chronic constipation  
a problem for you?
Are you experiencing less than  
3 bowel movements per week?
Consider joining a research study for individuals with chronic constipation. If you’re aged 

18-80 and experiencing less than 3 bowel movements a week, you may qualify. If you 

qualify, study exams and investigational drug will be provided to you at no cost. There 

may be compensation for your travel.

Call Manhattan Medical Research to learn more! 
917-409-3931 or ltisdale@manhattanmedicalresearch.com

Advertise your Clinical Studies in New York’s 
largest group of community newspapers.

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice: 718-260-4537

A taxi proved to be the fastest mode of transportation to LaGuardia 
Airport in a study conducted by an airport advocacy group.

M Train graffi ti arrests follow
famed taggers funeral: NYPD 

Getting to LGA takes too long, 
costs too much: Airport group

A graffiti suspect is cuffed by police near the Metropolitan Avenue 
subway station. Photo by Roy Renna/BMR Breaking News

Continued on Page 37
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BY BILL PARRY

Stanley Richards likes 
to say he went from the big 
house to the White House.

The senior vice presi-
dent of the Fortune Society 
was honored as a Champion 
of Change at a White House 
ceremony last week. Rich-
ards was one of 16 individu-
als who do extraordinary 
things to empower and 
inspire members of their 
communities.

Richards’ life journey 
began on the mean streets 
of the Bronx, where he ran 
with a dangerous crowd. He 
bottomed out when he was 
convicted of armed robbery 
and sentenced to up to nine 
years in prison.

“I was always told I 
wasn’t worth anything,” 
Richards said. “I was told 
my life would be nothing 
but the streets and prison.”

He began to salvage 

his life through education, 
earning a GED and when 
he was released, after serv-
ing 4 1/2 years, he went on 
to graduate from college. In 
1991, Richards was hired 
by the Fortune Society as a 
counselor helping formerly 
incarcerated men and wom-
en successfully re-enter 
their communities through 
services such as career de-
velopment, job retention, 
substance abuse treatment, 
supportive housing and 
HIV/AIDS services.

Richards is now the 
senior vice president of the 
Long Island City-based or-
ganization overseeing all 
housing programs.

“People describe my 
life as unique,” he said. “It 
all came down to education. 
Education let me know that 
a different life was possible 
and that was empowering.”

The June 30 White 
House ceremony was host-

ed by U.S. Attorney Gener-
al Eric Holder, who spoke at 
length about the re-entry of 
released prisoners.

“At some point, 95 
percent of all incarcerated 
people will be released,” 
Holder said. “And just as we 
expect everyone who com-

mits a crime to serve their 
time and pay their societal 
debts, we also expect them 
to remain sober and crime-
free upon their release. We 
expect them to get jobs and 
find housing and we expect 
them to become productive 
taxpayers and law-abiding 

members of society. Unfor-
tunately, these expectations 
are not always met. Shock-
ingly high recidivism rates 
persist across the country.”

According to Justice 
Department statistics, 
nearly 68 percent of re-
leased prisoners return 
within three years. Nearly 
77 percent are back after 
five years.

“Everyone looks at 
those numbers,” Richards 
said. “Me, I look at the 
nearly 25 percent of the 
people that don’t go back to 
prison and we should focus 
on that element of success. 
Mass incarceration doesn’t 
build better communities 
or better families. Educa-
tion builds better people 
with the tools they can use 
upon their release.”

Richards brought his 
wife of 23 years, his 22-year-
old son and his 6-year-old 
grandson to the White 

House. Fortune Society 
founder David Rothenberg 
and President and CEO 
JoAnne Page made the trip 
as well.

“Words can’t express 
how proud we are of Stan,” 
Page said. “His work at 
the Fortune Society has 
transformed the lives of 
thousands and thousands 
of people. Stan is our cham-
pion and an inspirational 
leader and role model.

Richards took time to 
compare notes with the oth-
er 15 honorees from across 
the nation.

“My biggest takeaway 
is that there are a lot of peo-
ple in this country working 
on re-entry and there’s real 
power in the collective,” 
he said. “I am grateful to 
the White House for recog-
nizing my efforts and look 
forward to continuing my 
work at the Fortune Soci-
ety.”

Fortune Society Senior Vice President Stanley Richards was hon-
ored as a Champion of Change at a White House ceremony. 

Photo courtesy Lak Public Relations

White House honors LIC exec for work with released convicts
Ex-prisoner Stan Richards oversees housing programs at Fortune Society to smooth re-entry

TWO-FAMILY OCEANFRONT HOMES

Arverne By The SeaArverne By The Sea

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692 
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com

Beachfront Designer Models 
Open Daily 10-6

OPEN HOUSE THIS WEEKEND

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin Beechwood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY.  * FREE one-year 
YMCA membership with home purchase.**Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.
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LATE PAGE

BY JUAN SOTO

Downtown Jamaica is 
one of the neighborhoods 
benefitting from a state 
program that redevelops 
underused vacant lots, 
home in the past to gas sta-
tions, auto repair shops, 
junk yards, factories and 
similar poorly managed 
waste operations.

Known as Brownfield 
Opportunity Areas, the 
project cleans up these 
sites, usually in low-income 
areas, by removing danger-
ous contaminants and then 
redeveloping them.

Now the City Council 
is calling on Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo to include a $15 mil-
lion allocation in state long-
term funding. The 2014-15 
state budget “has inexplica-
bly eliminated funding” for 
the program, said Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), 
chairman of the Council’s 
Committee on Environ-
mental Protection.

Emphasizing that the 
program plays “a vital role 
in restoring and revital-
izing distressed communi-
ties and creating jobs,” the 
councilman insisted on the 
need to keep funding the 
Brownfield Opportunity 
Areas.

In Jamaica, the target 
area — mostly industrial 
and commercial — covers 
40 blocks, containing a to-
tal of 616 properties, to the 
south of the Long Island 
Rail Road station, except 
for a stretch along Archer 

and Jamaica avenues north 
of the tracks.

“Community-support-
ed brownfields reclamation 
is a sound investment to-
wards public health, public 
safety and economic devel-
opment,” Richards said.

In the last 12 months, 
two specific sites have been 
announced for redevelop-
ment, specifically a hotel 
and a 400-unit building that 
includes 100 apartments of 
affordable housing and 
80,000 square feet of retail 
space with underground 
parking.

The 24-story hotel will 
be erected at 93rd Street 
and Sutphin Boulevard.

Viral Patel, the Able 
Hotels chief executive offi-
cer, said last Thursday that 
the project “is still under 
planning.”

He added that the first 
hard hats are expected for 
some time next spring. Pa-
tel estimated that the build-
ing would be completed in 
late 2016 or early 2017.

Able Hotels operates 
two hotels, one in Plain-
view and the other one in 
Brentwood, both in Long 
Island.

Also, the Shops at the 
Station Plaza strip, at the 
Sutphin Boulevard under-
pass, was completed recent-
ly. The location used to be 
a dark loading dock under 
the LIRR Jamaica station. 
It was also the home for a 
print shop.

According to the re-

BY BILL PARRY

Kayaking comes to 
Gantry State Park in Long 
Island City for the first 
time this week with free 
walk-up events Friday and 
Saturday.

The Metropolitan Wa-
terfront Alliance reached 
an agreement with New 
York state to control a dock 
at the south end of the park 
and make the water acces-
sible to the public.

“Parks was interested 
in opening the pier to the 
public,” Alliance President 
Roland Lewis said. “We’re 
very excited about this 
summer and we’re hoping 
there will be great commu-
nity support.”

The alliance will ad-
minister the dock and allow 
two Hunters Point boating 
groups to use it. Harbor-
LAB will run the first event 
Friday with a Community 
Paddle between 5 p.m. and 

8 p.m.
“We’re unofficially 

calling it the Friday Night 
Skyline Unwind,” founder 
Erick Baard said. “It’s not 
hardcore kayaking but a 
way to get folks out on to the 
water. It will expose people 
to paddling in beautiful 
surroundings with a view 
of the Manhattan skyline 
from the waterline. Maybe 
it will lead some to join Har-
borLAB and expose them to 
our educational and envi-
ronmental programs.”

The second group is 
the LIC Community Boat-
house, which will run the 
event Saturday afternoon.

“We’ll put out a dozen 
kayaks as part of City of 
Water Day,” event coordi-
nator Ted Gruber said. “We 
expect Gantry to be a huge 
hit and we’ll try to do it 
once a month.”

The Boathouse nor-
mally takes kayakers out 
on Anable Basin near its 

headquarters, at 46-01 5th 
St. They also operate on 
Hallet’s Cove in Astoria.

“We’ve been trying 
to get access at Gantry for 
a very long time,” Gruber 
said.

Baard started lobby-
ing the state for access as 
far back as 2003.

“It was definitely a 
long time coming,” Baard 
said. “We’re starting out 
with a small space in front 
of the pier, but with time 
the administrators may 
allow us more space so we 
could use more boats.”

The two groups will 
use the dock throughout the 
summer, but not at the same 
time. The Gowanus Dredg-
ers Canoe Club, which con-
trols the LIC Community 
Boathouse, sued Baard for 
trademark infringement 
in 2011. Baard had been the 
founder of the Boathouse 
before he was eventually 
barred from the club.

What followed was a 
drawn out 2 1/2 year court 
battle that ended in May. 
The decision, in Brooklyn 
federal court, found no mal-
ice in Baard’s actions and 
that he had not infringed 
when he used the Boathouse 
name on a Facebook page. 
The court also found that 
the Dredgers do control the 
LIC Community Boathouse 
and had every right to bar 
him from the club.

Several leaders of the 
LIC Community Boathouse 
did not want to comment 
on Erick Baard’s participa-
tion.

But Baard did.
“We might have to al-

ternate with them,” he said. 
“I have no problem with it. 
It’s safer for everyone to 
paddle at Gantry because 
the water is cleaner. It has 
less bacteria levels than 
Hallet’s Cove and none of 
the toxins you find at An-
able Basin.”

HarborLAB and the LIC Community Boathouse are slated to hold free kayaking events. Photo by Scott Sternbach

The blocks around the LIRR station in Jamaica were targeted as 
a Brownfield Opportunity Area, a program that seeks to clean up 
and redevelop abandoned industrial and commercial sites. 

Photo by Juan Soto 

Gantry Park welcomes kayaking
 

Accord between boating groups allows access to the East River

Jamaica wants state 
to rescue toxic sites

Continued on Page 54

in more than $70 million in 
fines from approximately 
1.2 million parking tickets 
issued for alternate-side 
violations. The fines range 
from $45 to $65, depending 

on the location where the 
tickets were issued.

In Queens, the fines 
are $45. Only for the area 
south of 96th Street in Man-
hattan are fines $65.

Drivers usually spend 
hours moving their cars 
to avoid getting tickets be-
cause of the alternate-side 
parking rules.

So far, the bill has the 
support of 39 of the 51-mem-
ber chamber. Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan), 
the Council speaker, has 
not publicly made a deci-
sion on the bill yet.

“We are talking with 
the de Blasio administra-
tion to make some changes 
in the bill, but the impor-

tant thing is that we pass 
it,” Rodriguez added.

Cities like San Fran-
cisco have put these kind of 
changes into effect.

“Our office is getting 
e-mails from New Yorkers 
encouraging us to continue 
to work on the bill,” Rodri-
guez said. “And we are go-
ing to do just that.”

Continued from Page 5 

Alternate
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Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,
New York
Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952
Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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“With the Port Author-
ity and airlines investing 
billions of dollars to bring 
LaGuardia into the 21st 
century, we need to do bet-
ter than public transporta-
tion to the airport that can 
be beat by a three-speed 
bike.”

The Global Gateway 
Alliance has called for a 
Bus Rapid Transit super ex-
press bus line linking the 
N subway terminus at 31st 
Street and Ditmars Bou-
levard in Astoria directly 
to LaGuardia, less than 3 
miles away.

In addition, the agency 
called for better market-
ing and communications 
for the Q70 bus line as an 
airport link, including in-
troducing a name that con-
notes air travel rather than 
just another route number.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Sen. Jeff Klein (D-Bronx), 
who heads the IDC and is 
facing his own challenge 
from former state Attorney 
General Oliver Koppell.

“Throughout this past 
session, Sen. Jeff Klein and 
Sen. Tony Avella worked 
tirelessly on behalf of the 
residents of New York City 
and helped make progress 
on issues that had been 
stalled for far too long,” de 
Blasio said in a statement. 
“With their leadership, we 
secured a record increase 
in funding for universal 
pre-K, a fair budget for New 
York City, needed property 
tax relief for victims of 
Hurricane Sandy and the 
changes we need to save 
lives and improve street 
safety.”

On the same day, the 
Working Families Party 
also walked back its en-
dorsement of Avella’s 
Democratic challenger, 
John Liu weeks after it an-
nounced its support of the 
former city comptroller and 
slammed Avella and his 

IDC colleagues for sharing 
power of the Senate with 
Republicans.

“The party voted to 
stay neutral in both the 
Klein-Koppell and Avella-
Liu primaries so it could 
focus its resources on beat-
ing Republicans and win-
ning a strong Democratic 
majority in the Senate,” a 
WFP spokesman.

Avella also scored the 
first union endorsement of 
his re-election bid last week 
when the Communications 
Workers of America Dis-
trict One, which represents 
175,000 laborers across the 
Northeast, announced they 

were backing the two-term 
incumbent.

Avella, who bolted to 
the IDC in February, had 
not collected any endorse-
ments or even officially 
kicked off his campaign 
before the announcements 
from the mayor and CWA, 
even though Liu had al-
ready held a number of 
fund-raisers and amassed 
a string of endorsements in 
his active campaign.

The five-member IDC 
holds the balance of power 
in the Senate and has ruled 
the body in a coalition 
with Republicans. Klein, 
however, put a halt to that 

arrangement at the end of 
June, when he declared 
a new alliance would be 
formed with Democrats in 
the fall.

Three poten-
tial Democratic 
c h a l l e n g e r s 
to IDC incum-
bents have since 
called off their 
campaigns, but 
Liu has persevered. Kop-
pell has also vowed to stay 
in his race against Klein.

“CWA is thrilled that 
Sen. Avella and the other 
members of the IDC have 
agreed to help forge a new 
Democratic majority in the 
state Senate, something 
we’ve consistently fought 
for over the last 25 years,” 
said Chris Shelton, vice 
president of CWA District 
One. “We believe now is the 
time to focus all of our en-
ergy and resources on the 
November elections in or-
der to solidify and expand 
a progressive Democratic 
majority, which will take 
office next January pre-
pared to do what’s right for 
New York’s working fami-
lies.”

Liu picked up two more 

endorsements of his own to 
add to his list this week. 
Local 46, which represents 
more than 1,500 metallic 
workers, endorsed Liu and 

Borough President 
Melinda Katz also 
threw her weight 
behind the former 
Flushing council-
man, who went on 
to serve two terms 

as comptroller.
“When it comes to 

fighting for the people of 
this city, John Liu has al-
ways delivered,” Katz said. 
“I’m so proud to support 
him in this race because 
our communities deserve 
leadership in Albany that’s 
both progressive and effec-
tive. In the state Senate, 
John will be a champion 
for the working families of 
Queens — and that’s exact-
ly the change we need.”

Liu submitted 7,537 
signatures on petitions he 
filed with the Board of Elec-
tions to get on the ballot for 
the September primary. 
This was more than seven 
times the amount needed to 
get on the ballot.

Avella gathered 5,000 
signatures on his petitions.

Continued from Page 1 

Avella
Continued from Page 32 

Taxis

State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) has secured the endorsement of Mayor 
Bill de Blasio in his bid for re-election.
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222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO APPLY FOR FALL 2014!

www.qcc.cuny.edu/admissions

Private, nonprofit four-year 
colleges and universities 

$30,094*
Average U.S. tuition & fees per year 

* Source: The College Board

  

$4,540*
Tuition & fees per year 

* New York State residents

 

$$4,5540*
Tuuition & feees per year

* New York State 
SAVE

MORE!

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

For most kids, the fi-
nal school bell signals a 
break from learning and a 
focus on summer fun, but 
for parents it often means 
an uphill battle to beat the 
“summer slide” in their 
child’s learning. Signifi-
cant knowledge and skills 
gained during the previous 
school year can be lost if 
children don’t participate 
in enrichment and learn-
ing activities during sum-
mer break.

In fact, children run 
the risk of losing newly 
learned Common Core cur-
riculum skills they devel-
oped during the year.

The good news for par-
ents who are concerned 
about the summer slide 
is that several Common 
Core teachings can be eas-
ily adapted from the class-

room to fun summer proj-
ects conducted at home and 
in the community.

“The summer slide 
can mean a child may 
spend the first two months 
of the new school year 
playing catchup instead of 
learning new material,” 

says Dr. Ashley Norris, as-
sistant dean of the College 
of Education at University 
of Phoenix. “Parents need 
to plan a balanced mix of 
activities for their children 
during the summer that 
not only include sports and 
extracurricular activities, 

but learning activities that 
emphasize math and read-
ing skills.”

Norris, who prepares 
prospective and current 
teachers to address dynam-
ics in schools and the class-
room, recommends parents 
incorporate Common Core 
themes into the summer 
curriculum they plan for 
their children. Here are  
four educational activities 
that can help kids avoid the 
summer slide and also pro-
vide parents with opportu-
nities to connect with their 
children.

1. Turn everyday ac-
tivities into learning op-
portunities

According to a recent 
University of Phoenix Col-
lege of Education survey, 38 
percent of teachers believe 
Common Core curriculum 
ties learning to real-world 

scenarios. Errands are an 
easy way to engage children 
in reading and math skills. 
Consider having your child 
help make the grocery list, 
go shopping with you and 
practice adding up the bill 
and calculating the tax.

2. Seek inspiration 
from community events 
and activities 

Visit the farmers 
market to learn about veg-
etables and teach the im-
portance of healthy eating. 
Attend concerts and then 
ask your child to research 
his favorite musical instru-
ments. Head to the local na-
ture center to learn about 
native plants and then re-
turn home and ask the kids 
to draw what they saw.

3. Embrace technology 
and create interactive proj-
ects and activities 

Apps and websites 

such as Pinterest are mak-
ing Common Core projects 
available for parents to 
set up at home. Pinterest 
has new math and reading 
challenges that are posted 
daily. You can also search 
for Common Core apps de-
veloped by schools across 
the country combining 
video games with math and 
science skills.

4. Focus on core com-
petencies 

Look for activities that 
emphasize core skills such 
as math and reading. Creat-
ing a cooking project is one 
of the best ways to integrate 
these skills as children are 
required to follow direc-
tions in a recipe and learn 
about cooking elements 
such as time, temperature 
and measuring ingredi-
ents.

Combine learning and fun this summer
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BY MERLE EXIT

After the Park Place Sea-
port Theatre in Rockaway Beach 
closed in September 1997, the re-
cently formed Rockaway Theatre 
Co. was left without a place to 
perform.

But rather than pack it in, 
the theater’s board of directors 
contacted the administrators 
of Ft. Tilden to see if the actors 
could use the stage which once 
hosted USO entertainment for the 
troops. 

The building, which did not 
have running water, working 
bathrooms, heat or air condition-
ing, suddenly became the fledg-
ling company’s new home. 

“Most community theater 
groups do not have their own 
space,” Susan Corning of Rock-
away Theatre Co. said. “Each 
time a show is performing you 
have to be concerned about tak-
ing down the sets.”

Now, 17 years and several 
renovations later, the theater is 
gearing up for its next production 

of what many critics considered 
one of the greatest American mu-
sicals of all time, “Gypsy.”

Based on the life of stripper 
Gypsy Rose Lee, the show in-
cludes such classic songs as “Ev-
erything’s Coming Up Roses,” 

“Let Me Entertain You” and “To-
gether (Wherever We Go).”

“When I was a senior at the 
University of Texas, I played the 
part of (Gypsy) Louise and loved 
it,” said Corning, who is directing 
“Gypsy.”

Corning, who began her rela-
tionship with RTC as an audience 
member, was impressed with the 
rustic 200-seat venue as well as 
the caliber of actors on stage. 

Having studied acting at col-
lege, Corning decided to audition 
for a RTC production of “Steel 
Magnolias.” She landed the lead 
part. 

More appearances on RTC’s 
stage led her backstage, where 
she worked as an assistant direc-
tor before stepping into the role of 
director. 

Memorabilia from her prior 
directing and acting involvement 
at RTC were lost as Corning was 
one of many victims of a flooded 
basement, thanks to Hurricane 
Sandy.  Ft. Tilden also suffered 
some damage, but RTC managed 
to get the theater back up and run-
ning with a delayed 2012 season 
closer of “Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat” in 

Ft. Tilden’s resident theater company prepares 
to raise curtain on the classic musical ‘Gypsy’

IF YOU GO
“Gypsy”

When: Weekends July 18 to Aug. 3
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Building T4, Ft. 
Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors and 
children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

(Pictured top) Luisa Boyaggi (c.) plays Mama Rose in the Rockaway Theatre 
Co.’s production of “Gypsy.” Two of the cast members belt out “You Gotta Get a 
Gimmick.” Photos courtesy Rockaway Theatre Co.

Continued on Page 44
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$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

MUSIC

Warm Up 2014 — MoMA 
PS 1 weekly outdoor music 
series continues with Mister 
Saturday Night: Eamon Harkin 
and Justin Carter, Cibo Matto, 
Archie Pelago, Gabriel Garzón 
Montano and Auntie Flo.
When: Saturday, July 12, from 3 
pm to 9 pm, doors open at noon
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Mets Concert Series — 
Concerts follow that day’s 
game, and the show is included 
in the price of the game ticket.
When: Saturday, July. 12 — 
Huey Lewis and the News; and 
Saturday, Aug. 16 — Boyz II Men
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $17 — $163
Website: newyorkmets.mlb.

com

Bang on a Can Series — Bang 
on Ja-Pan, contemporary 
Japanese music performed 
by fl utists Kelli Kathmann and 
Jessica Schmitz along with 
singer Daisy Press.
When: Sunday, July 13, at 3 pm 
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

SummerStage at 
Queensbridge Park — The 
pretty boy of Salsa Ismael 
Miranda performs July 15. R & 
B vocalist J. Holiday appears 
July 16. Hip hop duo Mobb Deep 
takes the stage July 17.
When: July 15, 16 and 17, at 7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 
Vernon Boulevard, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free

Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Blondes Have More Fun: Rod 
Stewart Tribute — Singer Rick 
Lattimore pays tribute to Rod 
Stewart and his four decades 
of hits. 
When: Thursday, July 17, at 
7:30 pm 
Where: George Seufffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

St. Albans Jazz Festival — The 
12th annual event includes 
performances by Mike Flythe’s 
Atomic Band and Bill Jacobs 
Ensemble.
When: Saturday, July 19, from 3 
pm -10 pm
Where: St. Albans Park, Linden 
and Merrick Boulevard. 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 723-1800

FILM
 
“Cloudy With a Chance of 
Meatballs 2”— Free outdoor 
movie at Joseph P. Addabbo 
Memorial Playground.
When: Tuesday, July 15, at 8 pm
Where: North Conduit Avenue 
and 83rd Street, Ozone Park
Cost: Free

Continued on Page 45

CHECK OUT OUR 
WEEKLY ENTERTAINMENT

MONDAY: CLOSED
TUESDAY:

TURN-UP TUESDAYS, 5PM - 11PM
EGALLERY ARTIST SHOWS/NETWORKING 

EVENTS
WEDNESDAY:

COMEDY WITH DREW FRASIER & FRIENDS, 
9PM - MIDNIGHT

THURSDAY:
DASH OF ROMANCE, 7PM - MIDNIGHT

LIVE JAZZ/OPEN MIKE
FRIDAY:

FUN FRIDAYS WITH KARAOKE, 9PM - 1AM
SATURDAY: 

SENSUOUS SATURDAYS WITH UNIQUE 
ENTERTAINMENT

SUNDAY:
SUNDAY BRUNCH, 11AM - 4PM

www.panashnyc.com

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
144–14 243rd Street
Rosedale, NY 11422

Tel: 718–978–6094

HOME OF EURO-SOUL
UPSCALE AND STYLISH DINING
IS NOW IN SOUTHEAST QUEENS

JOIN US EVERY DAY 
FOR OUR HAPPY HOUR 

5PM - 8PM

2 FOR $15
APPETIZERS

2 FOR 1
DRINKS

WELCOME TO
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Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway
Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

$7.50 LUNCH MENU!
Tuesday–Friday 12pm–5:30pm 

SOUP AND SIDE HOUSE SALAD

ENTRÉE SALADS:

PASTA

FLATBREAD SANDWICH & SIDE HOUSE SALAD

SMALL PIZZA & SODA

20% OFF CATERING!
FREE DELIVERY

BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

The Lincoln Center Local 
Live is back in Queens with nine 
shows to be performed throughout 
the summer at various branches 
of the borough’s library.

“It’s world-class performanc-
es,” said Joanna King, director 
of communications for Queens 
Library.

Performers will engage with 
the audience through question-
and-answer sessions as well as 
putting on a show.  Performances 
range fromAmerican music, to 
flamenco, gospel and opera. There 
will be a total of nine performanc-
es from July 12 to Sept. 20.

The Queens libraries that 
will host these events are Central, 
Cambria Heights, Flushing, Forest 
Hills, Ridgewood, Broadway, Jack-
son Heights and Langston Hughes. 
Flushing will host two different 
acts on two different dates.

Lincoln Center does this, 
according to King, because “it 
is part of their outreach perfor-

mances.”
“This is a program we want 

to give to our library customers,” 
said King.

The performances were cho-
sen by library customers who 
went onto the Lincoln Center 
website and voted on what they 
would like to see in their local 
libraries. With the ballots in, Lin-
coln Center was able to come up 
with shows it can work with the 
libraries on and the communities 
that wanted them.

“They have performances at 
disposal that are a part of their 
educational program,” said King.

There are different shows 
in different areas not only based 
on what was voted, but how big 
of a space the library can hold. 
According to King, Flushing can 
hold about 225 seats, which is why 
it is having a French musical and 
the Villalobos Bros. encore per-
formance play there.

Ridgewood, though, does not 
hold as many seats, so it will host 
an electric dance band.

The programs are family-

friendly, according to King. It is a 
free program for library custom-
ers and others. You do not need to 
present your library card when 
entering, but it is first come, first 
served as there is limited seating 
at each performance.

“They were very well-at-
tended last year and people were 
calling and asked when they 
were starting them up again this 
year,” said King. “I’m sure they’ll 
be filled up.”

The shows will include:
•Elementos de Flamenco, 

which consists of flamenco danc-
ing, Saturday, July 12, Central Li-
brary at 3 p.m.

• Dr. Zsa’s Powdered Zydeco 
Band, a five-piece group whose 
repertoire include Cajun folk, 
zydeco, New Orleans funk, swamp 
pop and unique pop covers of Ap-
palachian folk music, Saturday, 
July 19, Cambria Heights at 1 
p.m.

• Caïn et les Cadiens: Chez 
Nous Autres (Cain and the Ca-
juns: Our Home), a musical and 

Lincoln Center makes a stop at Queens libraries
Check out these musical and dance performances at branches across the borough this summer

Continued on Page 44
O Sole Trio plays a concert at the Forest Hill Library later this summer as part of 
the Lincoln Center Local Live program. Photo courtesy Queens Library
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK
The Young Dancemak-

ers Co. is once again per-
forming all over the city, 
including a stop at Flush-
ing Town Hall later this 
month, with Corona resi-
dent Nhia Solari and Frank 
Sinatra School of the Art’s 
Jane Namenwirth.

The students have 
been working on their tech-
niques and choreographing 
their dances.

There are 17 ethni-
cally diverse high school 
dancer/choreographers in 
the group.

Namenwirth found 
out about the program at 
school.

“My dance teacher at 
school told me about this 
summer company and it 
seemed to be really for me, 
so I decided to try out,” said 
Namenwirth.

Namenwirth is a ris-
ing sophomore at Frank Si-
natra and has been dancing 

for five years.
She felt left out as the 

only non-dancer in her 
clique, so she decided to try 
it out. 

“My friends were tak-
ing ballet and it seemed like 
fun,” said Namenwirth.

It ended up being some-
thing she really loved and 
got addicted to.

Namenwirth was 
one of the only students at 
Frank Sinatra to try out for 
YDC who was able to follow 
through.

Solari learned about 
YDC at cheer-leading prac-
tice. 

“My cheerleading 
coach gave me a flier and 
told me it was a good pro-
gram for me to try out for,” 
said Solari.

She is a rising senior at 
the High School for Math, 
Science and Engineering at 

City College and has been 
dancing at the Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater 
for the last five years.

The Alvin Ailey the-
ater is a well-known dance 
theater that provides dif-
ferent dance classes for all 
different levels.

“I always wanted to 
dance when I was really 

young because my sister 
did it and I wanted to be 
like her,” said Solari.

In YDC, students get 
the opportunity to create 
their own performance 
while saying something 
through the dance. Namen-
wirth’s idea was to create a 
piece that is based on what 
it would be like to be differ-
ent.

“Being a dancer in the 
city, you feel like an out-
cast,” said Namenwirth.

She feels that it is hard 
to be a dancer in the city 
and that “no one wants you 
to be unique” as a dancer.

Namenwirth wants to 
create a piece where people 
have the opportunity to feel 
like that.

Solari has a different 
idea for her dance.

“I want to choreograph 
the loss of friendship,” said 
Solari.

She wants to embrace 
the part where you get “re-

ally close with someone 
and then something hap-
pens and you’re no longer 
friends anymore.”

Solari said that this 
has happened to her quite 
a bit recently so that is why 
she wants to perform it.

YDC founder and Di-
rector Alice Teirstein said 
she created this program 
for “high school students 
to create their own original 
choreography.”

“I was particularly in-
terested in New York City 
teens who would not other-
wise have this opportunity 
for a free program such as 
this,” said Teirstein.

“I think the program 
is great,” said Solari. 
“Meeting people who love 
dance as much as you do, 
it’s great.”

The best part about 
the program so far for Na-
menwirth is working with 
“people who love the same 
thing as you do.”

Queens high school dancers strut their stuff
Corona senior along with Frank Sinatra sophomore take part in Flushing Town Hall performance

Members of the Young Dancemakers Co. performs at Flushing 
Town Hall July 27. Photo courtesy Mekea Hurwitz

IF YOU GO
Young Dancemakers Co.

When: Sunday, July 27, 
dance lessons at 1 pm, 
concerts at 2 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Summer Networking Night

Media Sponsor: TimesLedger Newspapers

CO-HOSTED BY: Hunters Point Parks Conservancy SPONSORED BY: Garden School and ModernSpaces

Enjoy complimentary wine, beer and hors d’oeuvres at 
LIC’s new waterfront café and bar. Live Music by El Chico Blanco.

Tickets: LICP Members $20; Non-Members $30.

Register at www.licpartnership.org or call 718-786-5300 x21.
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Across
1. Fiesta Bowl site
6. Part of an act
11. Game standout, briefly
14. Regard with contempt
15. Moses' brother
16. Texas tea
17. "The Road Not Taken" poet
19. Fancy neckwear
20. Suzanne of "Three's 
Company"
21. Stirs
23. A drinker
26. Mass confusion
27. Mets' ace Dwight
28. Remove cargo
30. Ear part
31. Pig's nose
32. Letter before omega
35. Mythical monster
36. Millionaire producer
38. Conned
39. Not 'neath
40. Dr. Alzheimer
41. Tipper of note
42. Temper, as metal
44. Biologist's studies
46. Storage areas
48. Reason to complain
49. Cry of surrender
50. Like some British sardines
52. Quote from Homer
53. Maine lunch, perhaps
58. "Lord, is ___?": Matthew
59. TV studio sign
60. The "Velvet Fog"
61. Vietnamese New Year
62. To the point
63. Devote, as time

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

July 11-17, 2014

By Ed Canty

Outward Bound

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

D O R A S C O W L A H A B
A L E S C O C O A L I R E
M I S S I O N A R Y M T G E
P O T A T O D E S O T O S

Y E T I S G A S H
V E H E M E N T G O T E A M
A M I R D U R E S S S S A
L O T S I A L T A F T
O T T N O T I F I R C A S
R E H E A T T I M B U K T U

E X I T S N A R E
E P S I L O N G A G G L E
T A P S M I S S O U R I A N
T R O T A L I N E I S M S
E A T S N E R O S T H E E

Down
1. Pitch
2. Prefix with friendly
3. Unruly crowd
4. Chairs do it
5. Put something on
6. "60 Minutes" correspondent
7. Singer Vikki
8. Love god
9. Dissenting votes
10. Petition
11. Cell
12. Quartet member
13. Proto or ecto end
18. Some Feds
22. Uneven
23. Ice house
24. Bond player
25. Poor clerk of literature
26. Picture problem

28. Up to
29. Denials
31. Greek portico
33. Kind of wrap
34. Latin clarifier
36. Sir Galahad's father
37. Bullfight cheers
41. Sugary tidbit
43. Lacking value
44. Judge's decision
45. Red flags
46. Taxing ordeal?
47. IRA investment option
48. Cavern, in poetry
50. Skier's transport
51. Horned goddess
54. Start for step or stop
55. Pay dirt
56. K-O connection
57. Conducted

HIT OR MISS

PRODUCTIONS

“A Revue for You: From Stage 
to Screen” — The First String 
Players celebrate the music of 
Broadway and the movies. 
When: Friday, July 11, at 8 pm; 
Saturday, July 12, at 8 pm and 
Sunday, July 13, at 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-
01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: www.
fi rststringplayers.org

World’s Fair Play Festival — 
Queens Theatre commissioned 
local, national and international 
playwrights to create 10 
original, 10-minute plays 
inspired by the 1939 and 1964 
World’s Fairs.
When: July 18 to July 27, 
Fridays at 8 pm, Saturdays at 
2 pm and 8 pm and Sundays 
at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064

Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

“Gypsy” — Based on the life of 
stripper Gypsy Rose Lee, this 
classic American musical by 
Stephen Sondheim, Jule Styne 
and Arthur Laurents includes a 
dozen Broadway standards. 
When: July 18 to Aug. 3, Friday 
and Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays 
at 3 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

Continued on Page 46

From the people that brought you Les Miserables 
in the summer of 2013

JABEN, USA, SuperNova Productions 
and The Josephine Foundation present

One of the world’s most beloved 
musicals of all time, Fiddler on the 
Roof, will be coming to Douglaston, 

New York for a special limited 
engagement July, 2014.

STARRING 
Andrew Joseph Koslosky – Tevye 

Monica Barczak – Golde 
David Arzberger – Motel   |   Rachael Connolly – Tzeitel  
Daniel Segredo – Perchik   |   Joanna Connolly – Hodel 
Richard Masin – Fyedka   |   Shannon Connolly – Chava 

Emelie Latzer – Shprintze   |   Colette Alfonso – Bielke   |   Don Gormanly – Lazar Wolf
Kiera Liantonio – Yente   |   Dakota Macleod – Fruma-Sarah

Danielle Flemming – Grandma Tzeitel   |   Seth Marc Bixson – Avram
and many more 

ICC THEATER IN DOUGLASTON 
7200-7250 DOUGLASTON PARKWAY

DOUGLASTON, NY 11362

PERFORMANCE DATES: 
Friday, July 18, 2014  8:00 pm 

Saturday, July 19, 2014  2:00 pm
(Special Pre or Post Show Saturday Dinner 5pm) 

Saturday, July 19, 2014  8:00 pm 
Sunday, July 20, 2014  3:00 pm

(Special Pre Show Sunday Brunch 1pm) 
Thursday, July 24, 2014  8:00 pm 

Friday, July 25, 2014  8:00 pm 
Saturday, July 26, 2014  8:00 pm 

General Admission Seating $25   |   VIP Reserved Seating $40 
Add on Dinner Saturday July 19, 2014 or Brunch Sunday July 20, 2014 for only $30  

For tickets call 516.205.8169 or  
order online at www.thejosephinefoundation.org  

All major credit cards and Paypal accepted 
Proceeds to benefi t the Josephine Foundation
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March 2013, despite jug-
gling repair work with re-
hearsing off-site. 

“Gypsy” came with 
its own set of challenges, 
Corning said. 

“What posed as a bit 
of an issue was the open-
ing number with 15 young 
children.  Most of them are 
expected to be on stage for 
about four minutes and not 
return until two hours lat-
er for a curtain call,” Corn-
ing said. “Six of them take 
on the role as newsies with 
other children portraying 
Baby June and Baby Lou-
ise.  I think we’ll have it all 
worked out, though.”

Perhaps it has to do 
with RTC’s Young People’s 
Theatre Workshop, which 
runs for five months cul-
minating with a Broadway-
quality musical production 
that is performed on the 
main stage.  In addition 
to these classes offered to 
children ages 8 to 18, vari-

ous workshops in both the 
performing arts and behind 
the scenes are available. 

“Many of the students 
wind up with roles in our 
major productions,” Corn-
ing said. “The kids in the 
first scene are aware of 
how important an opening 
scene is and are and will-
ing to have their four min-
utes of fame.”

The cast is made up of 
many RTC regulars, and 
includes former Forest 

Hills High School guidance 
counselor Luisa Boyaggi as 
Mama Rose, David Risley 
as Herbie, Kim Simek as 
Louise and Leigh Dillon, a 
sophomore at Fort Hamilton 
High School, as Baby June.

“Many of the actors 
are teachers and all have 
full-time jobs with a few 
that are using community 
theatre as a hopeful step-
ping stone to Broadway or 
other phases of the arts,” 
Corning said.

Continued from Page 39

Young chorus members rehearse for the opening number 
of the Rockaway Theatre Co.’s production of “Gypsy.” 

Photo courtesy Rockaway Theatre Co.

visual performance, Sat-
urday, July 26, Flushing at 
2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

• O Sole Trio, an en-
semble that will sing pop-
ular Italian opera, Nea-
politan and classic jazz, 
Saturday, Aug. 9, Forest 

Hills at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
• Choban Elektrik, an 

electric dance band, Sat-
urday, Aug. 16, Ridgewood 
at 3 p.m.

• Villalobos Bros., 
who blend the indigenous 
rhythms and melodies of 
their native Xalapa in Vera-
cruz, Mexico, with the intri-
cate harmonies of jazz and 
classical music, Saturday, 
Aug. 23, Broadway in Long 

Island City at 3 p.m. and 
again on Saturday, Sept. 20, 
Flushing at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

• Interweaving, a clas-
sical guitar and vocals play-
ing varied styles, genres 
and eras, Saturday, Sept. 6, 
Jackson Heights at 2 p.m.

• Fiesta Flamenca, 
another flamenco perfor-
mance, Saturday, Sept. 13, 
Langston Hughes in Co-
rona at 2 p.m.

Lincoln
Continued from Page 41

The Villalobos Bros. will perform as part of the Lincoln Center Local Live program at Long Island 
City’s Broadway and Flushing’s libraries. Photo courtesy Queens Library

Great Neck Plaza

Romantic Nights on Bond Street.
Thursdays – July 10, 17, 24 & 31.

Promenade Nights in Great Neck Plaza
www.ShopGreatNeck.com



TL

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UL. 11-17, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
45

“Despicable Me 2” — Free 
outdoor movie at Jackson 
Community Garden.
When: Tuesday, July 15, at 8 
pm
Where: 117-15 165th St., Jamaica
Cost: Free

Outdoor Cinema 2014 at 
Socrates — The international 
fi lm festival presents “The 
Deadly Ponies Gang” from 
New Zealand. The evening 
begins with musical and dance 
performances. 
When: Wednesday, July 16, at 
7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

DANCE

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Wednesdays, through 
July 30, from 7 pm - 8:30 pm 
Where: Little Bay Park, Cross 
Island Parkway near the 
Clearview Expressway
Cost: Free
Northeast Queens Parks holds 
weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons. At the July 30 fi nale, a 
live band will perform.

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior 
Center, 67-09 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

KIDS & FAMILY

The Magic of Omar Olusion 
— Omar’s blend of magic, 
creativity and fun entertains 

Arts
Continued from Page 40

children and adults. 
When: Saturday, July 12, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

“Beauty and the Beast” — 
Plaza Theatre Productions 
presents a live version of the 
popular Disney story.
When: Wednesday, July 16, at 
6 pm 
Where: George Seufffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-
In Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore 
the galleries and then spend 
time in the education room 
making art. Educators will be 
on hand to discuss gallery 
connections, introduce 
materials and assist in art 
making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Rockaway! Exhibit from 
MoMA PS 1 — A public arts 
festival sponsored by the 
Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks 
Conservancy to celebrate 
the reopening of Fort Tilden 
and recognize the ongoing 
recovery of the Rockaway 
peninsula. 
When: Through Sept. 1
Where: Rockaway Beach Surf 
Club, 302 Beach 87th St. and 
Fort Tilden
Cost: Free
Website: www.momaps1.org

Richard Dupont: Object 
Ritual — Dupont works include 
experiments with digital 
scanning and 3D printings using 
his body as the subject. 
When: Through Nov. 16
Where: Queens Museum at 
Bulova Corp. Center, 75-20 
Astoria Blvd., Jackson Heights
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

Year of Brazil: Art of South 
America — The Godwin-
Ternbach Museum highlights 
South American artworks from 

its permanent collection. 
When: Through August
Where: The Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College 
Klapper Hall, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

13 Most Wanted Men: Andy 
Warhol and the 1964 World’s 
Fair — Created for the World’s 
Fair, Warhol’s 13 paintings 
were covered with silver paint 
the night before the open 
ceremony. Nine of the 13 prints 
Warhol made from the original 
screens, plus 175 other Warhol 
objects are on display.
When: Through Sept. 7
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/suggested adults, 
$4/suggested seniors and 
students, Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture Lounge 
— All musicians, poets, writers, 
singers-songwriters, comedians 
and performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 
28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.rapturelounge.
com

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

The Regulars Comedy Show 
— Every Wednesday night New 
York’s up-and-coming and 
already arrived comedians 
hang out and tell jokes at The 
Creek & The Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The Cave, 
10-93 Jackson Ave., Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com
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traditional lobster dinner includes choice of an appetizer & unlimited 1¼ lb. 

lobsters with dinner. absolutely no sharing! no take-out orders or dogy bags, 

not with any other offers. 
$3995
per person

MONDAYS & T UESDAYS 4  –  7  PM
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“Fiddler on the Roof” — 
JABEN, USA, SuperNova 
Productions and The Josephine 
Foundation present the classic 
musical about traditions and a 
changing world. 
When: July 18 to July 26
Where: Immaculate 
Conception Center Theater, 
72-00 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: $25/general, $40/VIP 
seating
Contact: (516) 334-1536
Website: www.
thejosephinefoundation.org

“Summer Serenade” — 
Maggie’s Little Theater stages 
a musical revue to benefi t the 
renovation of St. Margaret 
Parish Hall.
When: July 19 to July 27, 
Saturdays at 8 pm and Sundays 

at 2:30 pm
Where: St. Margaret Parish Hall, 
66-05 79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, 
$12/children 11 and under
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

“Cymbeline” — Hip to Hip 
Theatre Co. opens its eighth 
season with Shakespeare’s play 
that combines tragedy, comedy 
and romance. The evening 
begins with a 30-minute Kids 
and the Classics program. 
When: Wednesday, July 23, at 
7 pm and Saturday, July 26, at 
7 pm
Where: July 23 at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park near the 
Unisphere; July, 26 at St. Albans 
Park near Merrick and Linden 
boulevards, South Jamaica
Cost: Free
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“Two Gentlemen of Verona” 
— Hip to Hip’s other production 

this summer is Shakespeare’s 
slapstick comedy about love, 
friendship, betrayal, forgiveness 
and a dog. The evening begins 
with a 30-minute Kids and the 
Classics program. 
When: Thursday, July 24, at 7 
pm and Friday, July 25, at 7 pm
Where: July 24 at Crocheron 
Park, 35th Avenue and Cross 
Island Parkway in Bayside; July 
25 at Lost Battalion Rec Center, 
93-29 Queens Blvd. in Rego Park
Cost: Free
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“Bye, Bye Birdie” — The 
Tony award-winning musical 
parodies the mania surrounding 
the drafting of Elvis into the 
U.S. Army, and includes the 
classic show tunes “Kids” and 
“Put on a Happy Face.”
When: Aug. 8 to Aug. 17, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Aug. 8 and Aug 9 at 
Glendale/Maspeth United 
Methodist Church, 66-14 Central 

Theater
Continued from Page 43

Ave., Glendale; Aug. 10, Aug. 
16 and Aug. 17 at Community 
United Methodist Church, 75-27 
Metropolitan Ave. Middle Village.
Cost: $18/adults, $15/children 
12 and under, $15/seniors on 
Sunday matinees only
Contact: (718) 894-8654
Website: www.jcplayers.com

“Godspell” — This pre-
”Wicked” Stephen Schwartz 
musical is based on the Book 
of Matthew from the New 
Testament. 
When: Aug. 8 to Aug. 17, 
Wednesdays - Saturdays at 8 
pm, Sundays at 2 pm
Where: St. Gregory Theatre 
Group, Gregorian Hall, 244-44 
87th Ave., Bellerose
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and $7/children
Contact: (718) 989-2451
Website: www.sgtg.org

Theatre By the Bay’s One 
Act Plays Festival — A public 

reading of original plays. 
Complimentary refreshments 
will be served.
When: Sunday, Aug. 10, at 1 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209th St., 
Bayside
Cost: $10/cash only
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

AUDITIONS

“The Gingerbread Lady” — The 
Douglaston Community Theatre 
will hold auditions for this Neil 
Simon comedy-drama, which will 
be produced the weekends of 
Nov. 14 and Nov. 21.
When: Tuesday, July 15, from 7 
pm - 10 pm
Where: Zion Church Parish Hall, 
Church Street, Douglaston
Contact: (347) 239-6262

“Thoroughly Modern Millie” — 

FSF Community Theatre Group 
will hold chorus auditions 
for men and women over 16, 
who can sing and dance. The 
performances will take place in 
November. 
When: Tuesday, Aug. 12
Where: The Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, 136-23 Sanford Ave., 
Flushing
Contact: (516) 521-5500

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Answers in Sports
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71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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BUSINESS

When Jeremy Osslund 
decided to open his own 
bar, what to name it came 
easily: Pop Bar.

“It’s an homage to that 
feeling you get from the pop 
of a bottle of champagne, 
from pop art, popular cul-
ture, everything,” Osslund 
said. “You hear the word 
‘pop’ and it can have so 
many different meanings 
to different people.”

Osslund, an Arizona 
native who now lives in 
Astoria, said there is a run-
ning joke in his family that 
he knew he wanted to open 
his own restaurant since 
the day he was born.

Though this will be his 
first venture as a restau-
rant owner, he has worked 
in the food business since 
he was 13 and attended cu-
linary school before mov-
ing to New York to pursue 
career opportunities.

“When I was 7, I ran 
this restaurant in my back-
yard where I made these 
egg sandwiches and sold 
them to my friends for, 
like, a quarter,” he said. “I 
haven’t ever worked in any 
other industry because this 
is the one I’m most passion-
ate about.”

About three months 
ago, Osslund found a loca-
tion, at 12-21 Astoria Blvd., 

just a few blocks from 
where he lives that he knew 
was perfect for Pop Bar.

He quickly started 
planning his new business 
in hopes of turning it into 
a trendy hub for local art 
and music while provid-
ing nearby residents with 
a fun place to spend their 
evenings.

The bar held its grand 

opening July 4, a date Oss-
lund planned purposely so 
the establishment would 
share its birthday with 
America, and featured a 
hot dog eating contest with 
prizes and live entertain-
ment from local musicians.

But perhaps the most 
unique thing about the new 
bar, and what Osslund said 
is his favorite aspect, is its 

decor.
The inside has several 

sections of wall that feature 
murals painted by 5Pointz 
artists, who also spray 
painted the bar’s name on 
the doors outside. An art-
ist from the famed graffiti 
group also spray painted a 
unique abstract design on 
the bar top, and Osslund 
even pitched in to help cre-

ate a drip-style painting 
on the walls surrounding 
the restrooms in the bar’s 
downstairs level.

“I’ve always been re-
ally into art in general,” he 
said. “This neighborhood 
has a really strong art his-
tory and art is being cre-
ated here every day, but we 
don’t always see that cel-
ebrated.”

Osslund also hung sev-
eral pieces of art on one of 
the bar’s walls that he plans 
to use as a gallery, featur-
ing works by local artists 
that are up for sale, and a 
piece was already sold two 
days before the bar opened.

He said he plans to re-
fresh the work every two 
months to give more artists 
a chance to display their 
pieces and make a name 
for themselves in the com-
munity.

Though Pop Bar is just 
a week old so far, Osslund 
said he has already re-
ceived dozens of calls about 
wedding receptions, baby 
showers, baptisms and 
other gatherings being held 
there, and the space even 
features an outdoor area 
where patrons can enjoy 
the summer weather while 
eating and drinking.

He said he plans to 
continue adding to the local 
aspects of the bar by adding 
more music, art and film to 
the day-to-day schedule of 
events, but for now he is 
focused on creating a fun 
hang-out for residents of 
what he said is an area with 
a “very bright” future as it 
continues to grow.

“I think of us as sort of 
an underdog bar,” Osslund 
said. “If you can make it 
here, you can make it any-
where.”

Astoria’s Pop Bar serves appreciation for art
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responsibly address the is-
sue.”

A plan to shutter the 
Queens location ultimately 
floundered after it met 
strong opposition from the 
community and elected of-
ficials in 2012.

A USPS spokeswoman 
confirmed that some of the 
College Point center’s op-
erations will be moved to a 
Brooklyn facility’s site, but 
these changes will not hap-
pen before January 2015.

“The Postal Service 
has a strong commitment 
to, and a long track record 
of, securing landing spots 
for our employees in these 

times of transition,” the 
spokeswoman said. “In all 
other past consolidations, 
we have been able to place 
impacted employees in 
other available positions 
without resorting to lay-
offs. Every effort will be 
made to reassign impacted 
employees in this instance 
as well.”

The Postal Service has 
faced significant financial 
problems in recent years 
as first-class mail volume 
and revenue have declined. 
Over the last three years, 
USPS has recorded finan-
cial losses of $26 billion.

In an effort to deal 
with further losses, USPS 
conducted a study in 2011 
of 264 facilities and deter-
mined 223 of them could be 
consolidated to save $20 bil-

lion by 2015.
In 2012 and 2013, USPS 

consolidated 141 mail pro-
cessing operations, which 
the Postal Service said 
saved $865 million and re-
quired no employee layoffs.

The next phase is ex-
pected to save more than 
$3.5 billion over five years.

“Official notification 
has not been received, as 
yet, but word is that all first-
class mail, if this comes to 
pass, would be processed in 
Brooklyn, delaying the mail 
significantly,” said Robert 
Yaccarino, president of the 
Flushing chapter of Ameri-
can Postal Workers Union. 
“This would affect not only 
individuals but the many 
mailers and businesses lo-
cated in the 113 ZIP code.”

Continued from Page 4 

USPS

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

       MSI-U 

The Ugly Face of
D e p r e s s i o n

The Ugly Face of
D e p r e s s i o n

Not Seeing Results from your Antidepressant?
If you’ve tried treatment for depression and found that it didn’t help enough, 
you may be interested to know that doctors in your area are conducting a 
research study with an investigational, add-on anti-depressant medication. If 
you are 21-70 years of age, you may be eligible to receive evaluation of your 
depression with our Board Certified physician, study medication or placebo, 
and visits to our private clinic, all at no cost. Please call for more information. 

(212) 595-5012
The Medical Research Network, LLC

134 E. 93rd St, NY, NY 10128    www.MedicalResearchNetwork.com

Bell Boulevard and you’ll 
be setting an example for 
the entire city.”

With the $20,000 Val-
lone secured for the study, 
the BID will research what 
building a parking struc-
ture would require and 
what costs would be in-
volved. The agency stated 
in its written request that 
it planned to reach out to 
the community through 
civic groups and Commu-
nity Board 11 to encourage 
public participation in the 
process.

Vallone said the DOT 
will also be a partner 
throughout the study and 
will review the results af-
ter it is completed to see 
what changes can be made. 
The project is set to be offi-

cially announced Monday 
at the BID’s annual meet-
ing, when an independent 
consultant will speak about 
how it will be carried out, 
according to the BID.

The study is set to 
begin later this year and 
Vallone said he hopes the 
results are ready to be pre-
sented by the end of Decem-
ber. Whatever the study 
reveals as options for in-

creasing parking, the coun-
cilman said he will work 
with the BID and the DOT 
to determine how the lack 
of space can be addressed 
in a cost-effective manner.

“That’s really our last 
shot for expanding the land 
there,” he said. “This is just 
the first step where we re-
emphasize the priority of 
small business and I’m very 
happy to get this going.”

Continued from Page 4 

Parking

The Bayside Village BID is gearing up to conduct a study on a pos-
sible expansion of the municipal parking lot at Bell Boulevard and 
214th Place. Photo by Kelsey Durham
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The Judges ruled the 

borough in what was a sen-
sational baseball season in 
Queens.

It was highlighted by 
Benjamin Cardozo making 
an unexpected run to its 
first PSAL Class A baseball 
city championship since 
1988. The Judges did so by 
beating defending cham-
pion Telecommunications 
and league powers George 
Washington and Totten-
ville along the way.

Archbishop Molloy 
was a one of the top teams 
in the CHSAA all year long, 
but fell a win shy of being 
crowned intersectional 
champions. 

Beach Channel 
didn’t miss its chance 
to make history. After 
completing a four-year 
rebuilding process un-
der Coach John Mang-
ieri, the Rockaway 
team won its first 
PSAL Class B crown. 
St. Francis Prep, Holy 
Cross, Construction 
and Aviation also turned 
in strong campaigns.

Here are the players 
considered the borough’s 
best:

All-Queens Player of 

the Year: Keith Rogers, 

Benjamin Cardozo

Rogers’ season was 
as strong as his team’s 
campaign. The senior 
did everything for the 
Judges and deliv-
ered in all 

the big moments. He was 
undefeated in 11 starts and 
won four playoff games. 
Rogers, who allowed just 
three earned runs all sea-
son, was the victor in the 
quarterfinal, semifinal 
clincher and the title game 
at Yankee Stadium. He also 
drove in the go-ahead run 
against Tottenville in the 
final.

All-Queens Coach of 

the Year: John Mangieri, 

Beach Channel

The climb was a steep 
one, but Mangieri helped 
Beach Channel reach the 
mountaintop with the 
school’s first PSAL Class B 
crown.

The Dolphins 
hadn’t gotten out of 

the first round in his first 
three seasons. This year the 
former Mets minor leaguer 
Mangieri — with help from 
the leadership of senior 
Kely Aponte — got the most 
out of a young roster of just 
12 players and won the title 
as a No. 10 seed.

All-Queens First 

Team

P/RF Aaron Ammirati, 
Construction

The junior was a duel 
threat for the Red Hawks, 
who placed second in the 
Queens A West division. 
Ammirati was 6-0 with a 
1.00 ERA during the regu-
lar season and struck out 
46 batters in 42 innings. He 
also hit .440 with nine dou-
bles and 12 stolen bases.

2B Noah Cabrera, Ben-
jamin Cardozo

Cabrera is just a 
sophomore, but his skills 

are those of a veteran. His 
athleticism gives him great 

range at second base. The 
youngster was a spark plug 
for the Judges in the lead-
off spot. He hit .447 with 16 
runs scored, 13 RBIs and 10 
stolen bases.

CF Christopher Camp-
bell, Benjamin Cardozo

Campbell is a five-tool 
player and a major reason 
Dozo won it all. The senior 
had a two-run, go-ahead 
RBI double in Game 2 of the 
semifinal and drove in Car-
dozo’s first run in the title 
game. He scored 21 runs, 
walked 15 times and stole 
13 bases in the regular sea-
son.

P Anthony Catinella, 
Archbishop Molloy

The Molloy College-
bound senior was arguably 
the most dominant pitcher 
in the CHSAA. Catinella 
went 7-1 with an impres-
sive 0.71 ERA. His lone loss 
came in Game 1 of the inter-
sectional final. His ability 
to shut down lineups helped 
Molloy have one of its best 
seasons in recent years.

P/SS Anderson DeLe-
on, John Adams

DeLeon remained one 
of the most versatile play-
ers in the borough. The se-
nior went 5-2 on the mound 
with a  0.08 ERA while fan-
ning 88 batters in 42 in-
nings. He also hit .380 with 
12 RBIs and played a stellar 
shortstop.

LF Karl Klesin, Arch-
bishop Molloy

Klesin delivered in 
the big moment. The senior 
made a game-saving catch 
and drove in the winning 
run against St. Joseph by 
the Sea to send Molloy to 
the championship. He hit 
.302 with three home runs 
and a team leading 24 RBIs 
throughout the season. 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
MANHEIM, Pa. — 

Jasmine Brunson’s desire 
for better competition and 
a better education came 
with a price: It has left her 
as one of the city’s under-
the-radar talents. But 
Brunson is ready to show 
people what she can do.

The rising junior 
guard transferred from 
Bayside to Mary Louis 
after her freshman year. 
The Commodores play in 
the second tier PSAL Class 
A basketball league and 
Brunson wanted a test her-
self in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens, considered one of 
the nation’s top divisions.

The combo guard was 
forced to play her sopho-
more year at the JV level 
by league rules because 
she transferred without a 
change of address. An old-
er player would have had 
to sit a whole season.

“When I first heard 
it, I was disappointed,” 
the 5-foot-6 Brunson said. 
“I knew I couldn’t do any-
thing about it, so I made 
the best of it.”

She humbly went 
about leading the Hilltop-
pers to an undefeated ju-
nior varsity city champion-
ship, averaging 30 points 
per game. Brunson scored 

an average of 23.2 points 
a contest at Bayside, and 
Mary Louis varsity and 
Positive Direction Coach 
JoAnn Arbitello warned 
the league of the type of 
dominance Brunson would 
display. Brunson took it all 
in stride as a learning ex-
perience in leadership and 
making your teammates 
around you better.

“I learned that it is not 
really about me,” she said. 
“I have to get everybody in-
volved.”

Brunson continued to 
show that with Positive Di-
rection last weekend at the 
BlueChip USA Invitational 
at the Spooky Nook Sports 
complex. She had 22 points 
and three steals in a win 
over the Krush and had 12 
points and five boards in a 
loss to the Comets.

Her defense and abil-
ity to tip balls away for po-
tential steals stood out de-
spite her scoring number. 
The same quickness and 
instincts that allow her to 
drive to basket to create 
points or assists helped 
her on the defensive end as 
well.

“It just comes natu-
ral to her,” Arbitello said. 
“That is her talent, besides 
her offensive ability.”

It is an attribute that 

Sports

Continued on Page 53
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Positive Direction guard Jasmine Brunson is preparing to make 
a big impact in her first varsity season at Mary Louis. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Rogers named boro’s best
Beach Channel’s John Mangieri chosen as the Coach of the Year

Brunson preparing 
for hoops spotlight

Continued on Page 53

Cardozo’s Keith Rogers was named Player of 
the Year. Photo by Steven Schnibbe



52

BT

 Uriah Hall and his bro-
ken toe silenced all of his 
critics.

The toughness of Rich-
mond Hill HS grad and mid-
dleweight mixed-martial 
artist has been questioned 
since he entered the ranks 
of the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship last sum-
mer. Even organization 
President Dana White ex-
pressed his misgivings 
about whether Hall was re-
ally a fighter.

He hadn’t shown the 
same killer instinct and 
confidence that made him 
the breakout star of Sea-
son 17 of “The Ultimate 

Fighter,” in which he lost 
in the final. Hall then lost 
his next fight as well.

Throw all that out the 
window now.

Hall turned in the best 
and most complete perfor-
mance of his career Satur-
day night and did so after 
breaking a toe on his right 
foot in the first of three 
rounds during the “UFC 
175” pay-per-view at the 
Mandalay Bay Hotel in Las 
Vegas.

The bone was visible 
through the skin and Hall 
finally dropped in pain fol-
lowing the final horn. That 
didn’t stop him from se-
curing a 29-28, 29-28, 30-27 
unanimous decision over 
Thiago Santos for his sec-
ond-straight victory.

“Every moment, I 
would feel my bone shifting 
out of my skin,” Hall said in 
the cage after the fight.

He showed few ill ef-
fects from the injury dur-

ing the fight itself. Hall 
bounced around, still 

kicked with the injured 
foot and even rolled around 
the cage once or twice. The 
swagger returned. It was 
the type of confidence that 
had led to some of the most 
vicious knockouts you will 
ever see during Hall’s time 
on the “Ultimate Fighter.”

“I like the kid profes-
sionally and personally,” 
White said at the post-fight 
press conference. “It was 
good to see him let his 
hands go tonight and fight 
through a broken toe.”

During the second 
round, Hall’s hands were 
down as he stood directly 
in front of his opponent. 
He dared Santos to try to 
hit him before easily mov-
ing his head out of the way, 
much like former middle-
weight champion Anderson 
Silva did during the prime 
of his hall of fame career.

As Santos missed, Hall 

was aggressive striking 
and coming forward. He 
took the fight to his oppo-
nent instead of waiting to 
counter-punch like he had 
in the past. That special 
something may have final-
ly clicked in Hall’s head.

“He’s back,” White 
said. “I like it.”

Hall’s UFC career 
may be four fights old, but 
Saturday night felt like its 
true start. It was the first 
glimpse of the fighter that 
those who followed him be-
lieved he could be and one 
who gives other new view-
ers a reason to check him 
out. The pain of a broken 
toe never took him off his 
game. Instead, it brought 
out his best.

“If you are not going 
after your dreams, you just 
exist,” Hall said. “You don’t 
want to just exist. You want 
to get the most out of life.”
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Block Shots

Richmond Hill HS grad fi nds success in UFC ring

Uriah Hall (r.) kicks Kelvin Gastelum in their middle-
weight fight at the Mandalay Bay Events Center last year. 

Photo by Josh Hedges/Zuffa LLC/Zuffa LLC via Getty Images

BY NICHOLAS DIUNTE
 
Filmmaker Heather 

Quinlan wants to give Mets 
fans a reason to celebrate.

Despite the current 
struggles of the Flushing 
nine, Quinlan is creating 
a documentary entitled “86 
Mets: The Movie” to com-
memorate one of the bright-
est moments in franchise 
history: the 1986 World Se-
ries championship.

Approaching the 30th 
anniversary, former Asto-
ria resident Quinlan thinks 
it is time to showcase the 
entirety of that season in 
its proper perspective.

“It’s a team worth cel-
ebrating,” Quinlan said. 
“Not only that team, but 
that era in baseball that 
doesn’t exist anymore — 
the grit combined with the 
glamour before it got really 
commercial, when it was 
still America’s pastime.”

The 1986 Mets were a 

group chock full of person-
alities who fit directly into 
the freewheeling vibe of Ed 
Koch’s New York City. It is 
that overlooked essence 
that Quinlan seeks to cap-
ture.

“[I want] to look back 
on what New York was like 
back at that time, to see how 
the Mets of Koch’s era fit 
that New York, as opposed 
to the Yankees of Giuliani’s 
era,” she said. “There is def-

initely a lot more to be said 
about the team and that 
era. They were so exciting 
and had such charisma on 
top of the game.”

When she was younger, 
Quinlan quickly grew en-
amored with the 1986 team 
due to an unlikely hero, the 
quiet Hawaiian pitcher Sid 
Fernandez.

“I always liked an un-
derdog and he was the un-
derdog of the underdogs,” 
she said.

After getting started 
in January, she has already 
interviewed some of the 
team’s most eclectic per-
sonas — Lenny Dykstra, 
Dwight Gooden and Darryl 
Strawberry, but her biggest 
surprise thus far has been 
Kevin Mitchell.

The versatile Mitch-
ell was jettisoned by the 
Mets shortly after the 1986 
season to the San Diego Pa-
dres in exchange for Kevin 
McReynolds, allegedly be-

cause of Mitchell’s negative 
influence on Gooden and 
Strawberry. It is something 
he has long refuted.

“He felt that he was a 
scapegoat in a lot of ways,” 
she said.

Mets fans will remem-
ber Mitchell’s heroics in 
Game 6 of the ’86 World Se-
ries, being called upon to 
pinch hit while he was un-
dressed in the clubhouse. 
Mitchell quickly scurried 
to get on his uniform to 
face Red Sox reliever Cal-
vin Schiraldi.

“One really interest-
ing thing was he and Cal-
vin Schiraldi were room-
mates in Double-A and they 
talked about how Schiraldi 
would pitch him if he ever 
faced him,” Quinlan said. 
“In Game 6 when they did 
face each other, Mitchell 
remembered that and Schi-
raldi pitched him exactly 
that way.”

Mitchell singled and 

eventually scored the tying 
run after a wild pitch.

Quinlan is planning 
to meet with the Mets soon 
with the hopes of getting 
their seal of approval. She 
has the backing of 3 Roads 
Productions, and former 
“King of Queens” executive 
producer Michael Weithorn. 
She has also started a Kick-
starter campaign to raise 
additional funds for licens-
ing and travel expenses to 
interview other members 
of the 1986 team.

“Mookie [Wilson] 
talked about how the Mets 
treated him like a hood or-
nament and how the orga-
nization has a reputation 
for turning their back on 
’86,” she said. “I think this 
is a good way for the fans to 
contribute to show the Mets 
organization that this is a 
team worthy of celebrating 
and that the fans still love 
them.”

Members of the 1986 New York Mets — Rafael Santana (l.) and 
Kevin Mitchell — attend the 25th anniversary celebration of the 
Amazin’s’ World Series victory at Strawberry’s Grill in Douglaston. 

Photo by Nicholas Diunte

Documentary to take new look at ‘86 Mets
Filmmaker aims to depict Ed Koch era of New York City through movie about the Amazin’s championship
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P Dylan Lawrence, St. 
Francis Prep

The highlight of Law-
rence’s season was tossing 
a no-hitter against rival 
Molloy that powered the 
Terriers to a 1-0 win.  Law-
rence went 7-2 with a 0.49 
ERA that included four 
shutouts.

RF/P Jun Young Lim, 
Benjamin Cardozo

Lim played multiple 

positions and was a bit of 
an unsung hero. The senior 
was Dozo’s No. 2 starter be-
hind Rogers. He went 6-0 
with a 0.21 ERA. One of his 
three saves ended with him 
striking out the side in the 
ninth of the title game. Lim 
also hit .368 with 21 runs 
scored.

P Junior Ramirez, Avi-
ation

The senior was a major 
force on the hill and at the 
plate for Aviation. Ramirez 
went 8-1. He allowed just 
three earned runs and 
struck out 104 batters in 67 

innings. Ramirez also hit 
.367 with 12 RBIs and five 
doubles.

CF Liam Slattery, Arch-
bishop Molloy

Slattery was Archbish-
op Molloy’s most consistent 
hitter. He posted a .470 aver-
age while hitting in the No. 
2 spot in the batting order 
and was constantly on base 
to help kickstart the Stan-
ners’ offense. The senior 
was also one of the league’s 
best center fielders.

C Matt Walsh, St. Fran-
cis Prep

The Terriers weren’t 

the heaviest hitting team, 
but Walsh got the job done 
with the bat. He batted .321 
with 13 RBIs and was clutch 
when called upon. The se-
nior also shut down team’s 
running game by getting 
out 70 percent of the players 
trying to steal against him.

All-Queens Second 

Team

3B Daniel Alfonzo, Bay-
side

SS/P Kely Aponte, 
Beach Channel

C Lucas Burton, Christ 
the King

C/P Elvis Clime, John 

Adams
SS Mikey Espinal, 

Long Island City
P Scott Hannin, Arch-

bishop Molloy
P John Michelli, St. 

Francis Prep
SS Nick Morici, Arch-

bishop Molloy
CF Chris Moussa, Holy 

Cross
1B Brandon Simone 

Holy Cross
3B Quincy Tunstall, 

Francis Lewis
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didn’t come without prac-
tice. Brunson grew up 
playing with boys as early 
as 6 years old in the park. 
She needed to find a way 
to get into games, stay on 
the court and earn their 
respect. Brunson did it 
through defense.

“When I got out there 
and somebody gave a 
chance, I had to do some-
thing,” she said.

Brunson will get a 
similar opportunity when 
she suits up for the Mary 
Louis varsity team this 
winter. She has played in 
basketball anonymity so 
far in the five boroughs. A 
few Division I schools have 
shown interest in Brunson, 
but she understands this 
is her year to demonstrate 
to people what they’ve 
missed.

“I don’t get a lot of rec-
ognition,” Brunson said. 
“When I play teams, I want 
them to remember me.”

Continued from Page 51 

Brunson
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port, “Jamaica Brownfield 
Opportunity Area Nomina-
tion Study,” the redevelop-
ment of the target area will 
require collaboration from 
the “private sector, gov-
ernment and the nonprofit 
sectors, working with the 
community, to resolve is-
sue where public concerns 
and private interests must 
be addressed.”

Carlisle Towerey, exec-
utive director of the Great-
er Jamaica Development 
Corp., pointed out that this 
funding “allow distressed 
communities to create 
economic vitality in areas 

previously abandoned by 
private investment.”

Jody Kass, of the New 
Partners for Community 
Revitalization, said fund-
ing for Brownfield Oppor-
tunity Areas is key for the 
“economic regeneration 
projects in weak market 
areas.”

Richards pointed out 
“the program is crucial 
because it helps attract pri-
vate resources to weak mar-
ket areas that will remove 
dangerous contaminants 
from out neighborhoods.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
7187-260-4564.

months to schedule.
The other Assembly 

members cited personal 
matters — Markey had a 
50th wedding anniversary 
celebration during the fi-
nal hours of session when 
hundreds of bills came to 
the floor, while Simotas 
had medical issues.

No Queens lawmak-
er made NYPIRG’s lists 
of Assembly and Senate 
members who prime spon-
sored the most legislation 
that made it through their 
respective chamber — or 
both. A prime sponsor is 
the lawmaker who first 
backs a measure in his or 
her house. 

But Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) was among 11 
senators who prime spon-
sored  at least 150 active 
bills in 2014, according to 
the report.

Avella, a member of 
the Independent Democrat-
ic Conference that had split 
from mainline Democrats 
and controlled the Senate 
with Republicans, was only 
able to get eight of these 
measures through both 
chambers, NYPIRG said.

Smith was the only 
borough lawmaker to land 

on NYPIRG’s lists of the 
10 Assembly members and 
senators who drafted the 
most resolutions adopted 
by both chambers.

His office said most 
of the resolutions honored 
southeast Queens leaders 
that deserve recognition.

His colleagues ap-
proved 79 resolutions, non-
binding measures that of-
ten urge a course of action 
or request consideration of 
a matter.

Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) also appeared 
to have few qualms about 
sounding off on issues.

NYPIRG’s review of 
Senate transcripts deter-
mined she spoke on the 
floor more than any of her 
counterparts from Queens. 
She was the eighth most 
talkative senator, uttering 
10,435 words this session.

Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
Jr. (D-Howard Beach) said 
209 words, fewer than ev-
ery member of the cham-
ber, but Sen. John Samp-
son (D-Brooklyn), who was 
indicted early into the 2014 
session, was only recorded 
saying “aye” once, accord-
ing to NYPIRG.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

contact information.
“He said he was the 

quarterback,” Savino said 
of Halloran.

Halloran was among 
a trio of Queens political 
operatives arrested last 
spring in what prosecutors 
described as an elaborate 
ploy by state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) to buy bor-
ough GOP leaders’ consent 
to run on the Republican 
line in his failed mayoral 
bid.

As a registered Demo-
crat, Smith needed three of 
the five county GOP orga-
nizations to sign a Wilson-
Pakula certificate autho-
rizing him to be included 
on the GOP ticket.

Halloran is accused of 
helping to broker Smith’s 
deals while accepting kick-
backs.

At Halloran’s invita-
tion, Savino said he met 
with the councilman, an 
undercover FBI agent 
named Raj who he believed 
was a wealthy developer 
and a cooperating govern-
ment witness posing as 
Raj’s business partner at 
Sparks Steak House Feb. 1..

The developers indi-
cated they wanted to see 
Smith get the Wilson-Pak-
ula and were willing to pay 
for it, Savino said.

“I’m willing to spend 
what it takes,” Raj said, 
according to transcripts 
of conversations played by 
prosecutors.

Savino indicated his 
interest, replying, “Within 
reason, obviously, I’m not ... 
from Queens,” transcripts 
show.

In court, Savino ex-
plained he was referring 
to the Queens GOP’s repu-

tation of “asking for a lot 
when issuing a Wilson-
Pakula in the past.”

The conversations 
played by prosecutors cen-
tered on how various coun-
ty GOP chairmen could be 
convinced to sign the docu-
ment, Savino said.

Transcripts of the con-
versation show him and 
Halloran allegedly hypoth-
esizing about what favors 
could convince Manhattan 
GOP boss Dan Isaacs to 
sign the Wilson-Pakula. 

“I believe him be-
ing hired to do some legal 
work,” Savino said before 
trailing off, transcripts 
show.

“Would be enough,” 
Halloran interjected, ac-
cording to transcripts.

Savino said he left un-
derstanding he would get 
$30,000, funneled through 
attorney retainership doc-
uments for tax, real estate 
and other legal work.

On Valentine’s Day, 
Savino said he returned 

to Sparks with Halloran, 
drinking until Raj arrived.

Prosecutors showed 
a video of him in Raj’s car. 
It cropped close to Savino’s 
face as he stuffed $15,000 in 
cash in his pocket and Raj 
responded by kissing Savi-
no’s face.

Savino said he expect-
ed to get the second $15,000 
when the Wilson-Pakula 
was done.

The amorous actions 
continued.

Later that day, Hal-
loran texted Savino, “Tell 
me you love me,” according 
to a text message exchange 
prosecutors presented.

“I am f---ing freaking, 
u are my f---ing valentine,” 
Savino replied, according 
to the evidence.

Savino explained that 
he was grateful to Halloran 
for arranging the payment.

“I was happy because I 
had $15,000. I had just been 
retained,” he said.

The government then 
projected on a screen be-

fore jurors  copies of the re-
tainer contract and a form 
the federal government 
requires for cash transac-
tions of more than $10,000, 
while Savino detailed 
which sections he initially 
filled out and which he left 
blank because he said he 
did not know Raj’s contact 
information.

“I gave it to Dan Hal-
loran,” he said.

A few weeks later, 
Savino contended Halloran 
returned completed retain-
er paperwork and asked 
him to return $5,000 so it 
could be given to him via 
a check and the reporting 
form could be avoided.

In March, Savino 
said he prepared a bill for 
Raj because regular state-
ments are legally required 
of attorneys. A copy of the 
document displayed before 
jurors included pictures 
and descriptions of proper-
ties Savino said he thought 
the developers might be in-
terested in.

Savino said he viewed 
the proceeds of the bill as a 
bribe, but he also answered 
in the affirmative when Vi-
noo Varghese, Halloran’s 
attorney, asked, “That was 
real work, you did?”

Varghese inquired 
about the role and rewards 
of political consultants 
and honed in on Savino’s 
acknowledgement that the 
vote required before county 
parties could sign a Wilson-
Pakula for Smith did not 
happen in any borough.

The defense attorney 
said in his opening state-
ment that Halloran’s pow-
er-broking was legal and he 
was acting as a consultant.

Savino wiped away 
tears when describing his 
political trajectory during 
cross-examination.

“I’m sorry,” he said.

Continued from Page 1 

Halloran

Continued from Page 34 

Cleanup

Continued from Page 9 

Smith

Ex-Bronx GOP Chairman Joseph Savino is among borough 
Republican Party leaders expected to testify in the trial of former 
Bayside City Councilman Dan Halloran (l).

think it definitely needs to 
be put out there that a lot 
of people wait forever for 
transplants and if my ex-
perience can help motivate 
someone else to donate, 
that’s great.”

Daniels also praised 
Morsi’s handling of the 

rough seven months she 
has endured while dealing 
with her daughter’s condi-
tion and said she is an in-
spiration to mothers every-
where.

“She’s been strong 
throughout this whole 
process,” she said. “I don’t 
know what I would have 
done if it was my child. I 
told her, I think she’s amaz-
ing.”

tributions for medical in-
surance and pensions.

The unions are press-
ing for a wage increase of 17 
percent over six years and 
oppose raising contribu-
tion levels for key benefits 
for future employees.

Meanwhile the MTA 
began what it termed a 

“communication blitz” to 
keep the commuting pub-
lic up to date on plans that 
would go into effect in 
the event of a strike at the 
LIRR.

It includes notices in 
seven newspapers as well 
as informational notices in 
local television, radio and 
other places.

More than 300,000 rid-
ers take LIRR trains daily.

The negotiations in-

Continued from Page 2 

Transplant
Continued from Page 5 

LIRR

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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THURSDAYS | JULY 3, AUGUST 7 & SEPTEMBER 4 
5  9PM: CLASSIC CAR SHOW, CENTER GREEN PARKING

SATURDAY  | JULY 5  
5  9:30PM: KICKOFF TO SUMMER ON THE GREEN, TWO CONCERTS,  

CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT + FIREWORKS

MONDAYS | JULY 7  AUGUST 25 
6  7PM: PRECONCERT FAMILY FUN | 7  9PM: LIVE CONCERTS ON THE GREEN  

DRIVEN BY NISSAN OF QUEENS

TUESDAYS | JULY 8  AUGUST 26 
10  11AM: READING ON THE GREEN WITH QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY

WEDNESDAYS  | JULY 9  AUGUST 27 
7PM: LIVE MUSIC BY LOCAL TALENT | 8:30PM: OUTDOOR MOVIES ON THE GREEN

THURSDAYS | JULY 10  AUGUST 28 
10AM & 11:15AM, 12:30PM & 1:45PM: BRICKS 4 KIDZ, SPONSORED BY JOHNNY ROCKETS  

SPACE IS LIMITED SO YOU MUST REGISTER BY CALLING 7183263300 EXT. 101 BEGINNING 10AM THE PRECEDING FRIDAY

FRIDAYS | JULY 11  AUGUST 29 
5:30PM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC

SATURDAYS | JULY 12  AUGUST 30 
9:30  10:30AM: YOGA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC | 11AM: CHALLENGE ISLAND

SUNDAYS | JULY 13  AUGUST 31 
9:30AM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC 

*Log on to  facebook.com/ShopsatAtlasPark or visit our website ShopAtlasPark.com 
for details, a full events schedule and cancellations due to weather.

8000 COOPER AVENUE AT 80TH STREET | GLENDALE, NY  |  7183263300   

JOIN US FOR A SUMMER LONG SERIES OF FREE EVENTS *
Concerts • Movies  • Family Entertainment & More!

SUMMER ON THE GREEN  


